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Preface to theWorld English Bible
What is the Holy Bible?

The Holy Bible is a collection of books and letters written bymany people
whowere inspired by theHoly Spirit of God. These books tell us howwe can
be saved from the evil of this world and gain eternal life that is truly worth
living. Although the Holy Bible contains rules of conduct, it is not just a rule
book. It reveals God’s heart—a Father’s heart, full of love and compassion.
TheHoly Bible tells youwhat youneed to knowandbelieve to be saved from
sin and evil and how to live a life that is truly worth living, no matter what
your current circumstances may be.
TheHolyBible consists of twomain sections: theOldTestament (including

Psalms and Proverbs) and the New Testament (Matthew through Revela-
tion). The Old Testament records God’s interactionwithmankind before He
sentHis son to redeemus,while recording prophesy predicting that coming.
The New Testament tells us of God’s Son and Anointed One, Jesus, and the
wonderful salvation that He purchased for us.
The sameHoly Spiritwho inspired theHoly Bible is living amongus today,

and He is happy to help you understand what He intended as you study
His Word. Just ask Him, and He is more than happy to help you apply His
message to your life.
The Old Testament was originally written mostly in Hebrew. The New

Testament was originally written mostly in the common street Greek (not
the formal Greek used for official legalmatters). TheHoly Bible is translated
intomany languages, andbeing translated intomanymore, so that everyone
may have an opportunity to hear the Good News about Jesus Christ.*

Whywas theWorld English Bible translated?
There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contem-

poraryEnglish. Unfortunately, almost all of themare restrictedby copyright
and copyright holder policy. This restricts publication and republication of
God’s Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet,
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The World English Bible was
commissioned by God in response to prayer about this subject.
Because theWorldEnglishBible is in the PublicDomain (not copyrighted),

it can be freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment
of royalties. Youdon’t evenhave to ask permission to do so. Youmaypublish
the whole World English Bible in book form, bind it in leather and sell it.
You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and
distribute audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do
is maintain the integrity of God’s Word before God, and reserve the name
“World English Bible” for faithful copies of this translation.

Howwas theWorld English Bible translated?
The World English Bible is an update of the American Standard Version

(ASV) of the Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program up-
dated the archaic words and word forms to contemporary equivalents, and
then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New

* : “Christ” means “Anointed One”.



2

Testament was updated in places to conform to the ByzantineMajority Text
reconstruction of the original Greek manuscripts, thus taking advantage of
the superior access tomanuscripts thatwe have now compared towhen the
original ASVwas translated.

What is different about theWorld English Bible?
The style of the World English Bible, while fairly literally translated, is

in informal, spoken English. The World English Bible is designed to sound
good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just
as the original Greek of the New Testament was not formal. The WEB uses
contractions rather freely.
The World English Bible doesn’t capitalize pronouns pertaining to God.

The original manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such
thing as upper and lower case, and the original Greek manuscripts were
written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the
coronation psalms.
The Classic World English Bible translates God’s Proper Name in the

Old Testament as “Yahweh.” All other editions of the World English Bible
translate the same name as “LORD” (all capital letters), or when used
with “Lord” (mixed case, translated from “Adonai”), GOD. There are solid
translational arguments for both traditions.
Because World English Bible uses the Byzantine Majority Text (MT) as

the primary basis for the New Testament, you may notice the following
differences in comparing theWEB to other translations:
The order of Matthew 23:13 and 14 is reversed in some translations.
Luke 17:36 and Acts 15:34, which are not found in the majority of the
Greek Manuscripts (and are relegated to footnotes in the WEB) may be
included in some other translations.

Romans 14:24-26 in the WEB may appear as Romans 16:25-27 in other
translations.

1 John 5:7-8 contains an addition in some translations, including the
KJV. Erasmus admitted adding this text to his published Greek New
Testament, even though he could at first find no Greek manuscript
support for it, because he was being pressured by men to do so, and
because he didn’t see any doctrinal harm in it. Lots of things notwritten
by John in this letter are true, but we decline to add them to what the
Holy Spirit inspired through John.

With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in
the original manuscripts has led to multiple possible readings, significant
variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our prayerful judgment
is best is in the main text. Overall, the World English Bible doesn’t differ
very much from several other good contemporary English translations of
the Holy Bible. The message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the
same. The point of this translation was not to be very different (except
for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or
improving the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the
public domain status of the ASV.

Does theWorld English Bible include the Apocrypha?
The World English Bible is an ecumenical project that includes books

included inBibles inmanydenominations. Themain66booksof theOldand
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NewTestaments are recognizedasScripturebyall trueChristians. Thereare
also books considered to be part of, depending on which book and who you
ask, Deuterocanon, Apocrypha, and Pseudepigrapha.
The following books and parts of books are recognized as Deutero-

canonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek, and Russian Orthodox
Churches: Tobit, Judith, Esther from the Greek Septuagint, The Wisdom of
Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (also called The Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach),
Baruch,TheSongof theThreeHolyChildren, Susanna, andBeland theDragon,
1Maccabees, 2Maccabees. In this edition, The Letter of Jeremiah is included
as chapter6ofBaruch. Threeof thosebooks come frompartsofDaniel found
in the Greek Septuagint, but not the Hebrew Old Testament: The Song of
the Three Holy Children, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon. These three are
included in Daniel (Greek), in context, as theymakemore sense that way.
The following books are recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the

Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches, but not the Roman Catholic Church:
1 Esdras, The Prayer of Manasseh, Psalm 151, and 3 Maccabees. Note that
1 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh are also in an appendix to the Latin
Vulgate Bible.
The Slavonic Bible includes 2 Esdras, but calls it 3 Esdras. This same book

is in the Appendix to the Latin Vulgate as 4 Esdras.
An appendix to the Greek Septuagint contains 4 Maccabees. It is included

for its historical value.
Among Christian denominations and among individual Christians, opin-

ions vary widely on the Deuterocanon/ Apocrypha, as do the collective
names they give them. Many regard them as useful in gaining additional
understanding of the Old and New Testaments and the hand of God in
history, even if theydon’t give themthe samestatusas the66booksof theOld
andNewTestaments. They are includedhere in support of the churches and
individuals who read them and use them, as separate from, but frequently
used with, the core canon of the 66 books of the Holy Bible.

What areMT, TR, and NU?
In the footnotes, MT refers to the Byzantine Greek Majority Text New

Testament, which is usually in themain text. TR stands for Textus Receptus,
which is the Greek Text fromwhich the King James Version New Testament
was translated. NU stands for theNestle-Aland/UBS critical text of the Greek
New Testament, which is used as a basis for some other Bible translations.

More Information
For answers to frequently asked questions about theWorld English Bible,

please visit our web site atWorldEnglish.Bible.
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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1 In the beginning, God* created the heavens and the earth.
2 The earth was formless and empty. Darkness was on the surface of the

deep and God’s Spirit was hovering over the surface of the waters.
3God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
4God saw the light, and saw that it was good. God divided the light from

the darkness.
5God called the light “day”, and the darkness he called “night”. There was

evening and there wasmorning, the first day.
6God said, “Let there be an expanse in the middle of the waters, and let it

divide the waters from the waters.”
7 God made the expanse, and divided the waters which were under the

expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so.
8Godcalled the expanse “sky”. Therewas eveningand therewasmorning,

a second day.
9God said, “Let thewaters under the skybe gathered together to oneplace,

and let the dry land appear;” and it was so.
10God called the dry land “earth”, and the gathering together of thewaters

he called “seas”. God saw that it was good.
11God said, “Let the earth yield grass, herbs yielding seeds, and fruit trees

bearing fruit after their kind, with their seeds in it, on the earth;” and it was
so.

12 The earth yielded grass, herbs yielding seed after their kind, and trees
bearing fruit, with their seeds in it, after their kind; and God saw that it was
good.

13There was evening and there wasmorning, a third day.
14God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to divide the day

from the night; and let them be for signs to mark seasons, days, and years;
15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the

earth;” and it was so.
16Godmade the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the

lesser light to rule the night. He also made the stars.
17God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light to the earth,
18and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from

the darkness. God saw that it was good.
19There was evening and there wasmorning, a fourth day.
20God said, “Let the waters aboundwith living creatures, and let birds fly

above the earth in the open expanse of the sky.”
21 God created the large sea creatures and every living creature that

moves, with which the waters swarmed, after their kind, and every winged
bird after its kind. God saw that it was good.

22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”

23There was evening and there wasmorning, a fifth day.
* 1:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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24 God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures after their kind,
livestock, creeping things, and animals of the earth after their kind;” and
it was so.

25 God made the animals of the earth after their kind, and the livestock
after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind. God
saw that it was good.

26 God said, “Let’s make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and
over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

27God createdman inhis own image. InGod’s image he created him;male
and female he created them.

28God blessed them. God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth,
and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

29 God said, “Behold,† I have given you every herb yielding seed, which
is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree, which bears fruit yielding
seed. It will be your food.

30 To every animal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, inwhich there is life, I have given every
green herb for food;” and it was so.

31 God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
There was evening and there wasmorning, a sixth day.

2
1The heavens, the earth, and all their vast array were finished.
2 On the seventh day God finished his work which he had done; and he

rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done.
3 God blessed the seventh day, and made it holy, because he rested in it

from all his work of creation which he had done.
4This is thehistoryof thegenerationsof theheavensandof theearthwhen

they were created, in the day that the LORD* God made the earth and the
heavens.

5No plant of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up; for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth. There
was not a man to till the ground,

6but amist went up from the earth, and watered the whole surface of the
ground.

7 The LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; andman became a living soul.

8The LORD God planted a garden eastward, in Eden, and there he put the
manwhom he had formed.

9Out of the ground the LORDGodmade every tree to grow that is pleasant
to the sight, and good for food, including the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it was
parted, and became the source of four rivers.
† 1:29 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. * 2:4 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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11 The name of the first is Pishon: it flows through the whole land of
Havilah, where there is gold;

12 and the gold of that land is good. Bdellium† and onyx stone are also
there.

13 The name of the second river is Gihon. It is the same river that flows
through the whole land of Cush.

14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel. This is the one which flows in
front of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to
cultivate and keep it.

16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely eat of
every tree of the garden;

17but you shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in
the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.”

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make
him a helper comparable to‡ him.”

19Out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field, and
every bird of the sky, and brought them to theman to seewhat hewould call
them. Whatever theman called every living creature became its name.

20 The man gave names to all livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and
to every animal of the field; but for man there was not found a helper
comparable to him.

21TheLORDGod caused theman to fall into a deep sleep. As theman slept,
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.

22TheLORDGodmade awoman from the ribwhichhehad taken from the
man, and brought her to theman.

23Theman said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She
will be called ‘woman,’ because she was taken out of Man.”

24Therefore amanwill leave his father and his mother, andwill join with
his wife, and they will be one flesh.

25Theman and his wife were both naked, and they were not ashamed.

3
1Now the serpent wasmore subtle than any animal of the field which the

LORD God hadmade. He said to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall
not eat of any tree of the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the
garden,

3but not the fruit of the tree which is in themiddle of the garden. God has
said, ‘You shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest you die.’ ”

4The serpent said to the woman, “Youwon’t really die,
5 for God knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and

youwill be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired tomake onewise, she
took some of its fruit, and ate. Then she gave some to her husband with her,
and he ate it, too.

7Their eyeswere opened, and they both knew that theywere naked. They
sewed fig leaves together, andmade coverings for themselves.
† 2:12 or, aromatic resin ‡ 2:18 or, suitable for, or appropriate for.
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8They heard the LORDGod’s voicewalking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and themanandhiswife hid themselves from thepresence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden.

9The LORD God called to theman, and said to him, “Where are you?”
10 The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid,

because I was naked; so I hid myself.”
11God said, “Who told you that youwere naked? Have you eaten from the

tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
12Theman said, “The womanwhom you gave to be with me, she gave me

fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceivedme, and I ate.”
14The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
you are cursed above all livestock,
and above every animal of the field.

You shall go on your belly
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.

15 I will put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.

He will bruise your head,
and youwill bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth.

You will bear children in pain.
Your desire will be for your husband,

and he will rule over you.”
17To Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to your wife’s voice,
and have eaten from the tree,
about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it,’
the ground is cursed for your sake.

You will eat from it withmuch labor all the days of your life.
18 It will yield thorns and thistles to you;
and youwill eat the herb of the field.

19Youwill eat bread by the sweat of your face until you return to the ground,
for you were taken out of it.

For you are dust,
and you shall return to dust.”

20Theman called his wife Eve because she would be the mother of all the
living.

21TheLORDGodmadegarmentsofanimal skins forAdamandforhiswife,
and clothed them.

22 The LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us,
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand, and also take of
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever—”

23Therefore the LORDGod sent himout from the gardenof Eden, to till the
ground fromwhich he was taken.
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24 So he drove out the man; and he placed cherubim* at the east of the
garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the
way to the tree of life.

4
1Theman knew* Eve hiswife. She conceived,† and gave birth to Cain, and

said, “I have gotten amanwith the LORD’s help.”
2Again she gave birth, to Cain’s brother Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep,

but Cain was a tiller of the ground.
3As timepassed, Cainbrought anoffering to theLORD from the fruit of the

ground.
4 Abel also brought some of the firstborn of his flock and of its fat. The

LORD respected Abel and his offering,
5but he didn’t respect Cain and his offering. Cain was very angry, and the

expression on his face fell.
6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why has the expression of

your face fallen?
7 If you do well, won’t it be lifted up? If you don’t do well, sin crouches at

the door. Its desire is for you, but you are to rule over it.”
8Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go into the field.” While theywere in

the field, Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and killed him.
9The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?”
He said, “I don’t know. Am Imy brother’s keeper?”
10TheLORD said, “What have youdone? The voice of your brother’s blood

cries to me from the ground.
11Nowyou are cursed because of the ground, which has opened itsmouth

to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
12Fromnowon,when you till the ground, itwon’t yield its strength to you.

You will be a fugitive and a wanderer in the earth.”
13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear.
14Behold, you have drivenme out today from the surface of the ground. I

will be hidden from your face, and I will be a fugitive and awanderer in the
earth. Whoever findsmewill kill me.”

15TheLORDsaid tohim, “Thereforewhoever slaysCain, vengeancewill be
takenonhimsevenfold.” TheLORDappointeda sign forCain, so that anyone
finding himwould not strike him.

16Cain left the LORD’s presence, and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.
17Cain knew his wife. She conceived, and gave birth to Enoch. He built a

city, and named the city after the name of his son, Enoch.
18 Irad was born to Enoch. Irad became the father of Mehujael. Mehujael

became the father ofMethushael. Methushael became the father of Lamech.
19 Lamech took two wives: the name of the first one was Adah, and the

name of the second one was Zillah.
20Adah gave birth to Jabal, whowas the father of thosewho dwell in tents

and have livestock.
21His brother’s namewas Jubal, whowas the father of all who handle the

harp and pipe.

* 3:24 cherubim are powerful angelic creatures, messengers of God with wings. See Ezekiel 10.
* 4:1 or, lay with, or, had relations with † 4:1 or, became pregnant
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22 Zillah also gave birth to Tubal Cain, the forger of every cutting instru-
ment of bronze and iron. Tubal Cain’s sister was Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice.

You wives of Lamech, listen to my speech,
for I have slain aman for woundingme,

a youngman for bruisingme.
24 If Cain will be avenged seven times,

truly Lamech seventy-seven times.”
25Adamknewhiswife again. She gavebirth to a son, andnamedhimSeth,

saying, “for God has given me another child instead of Abel, for Cain killed
him.”

26A sonwas also born to Seth, and he named him Enosh. At that timemen
began to call on the LORD’s name.

5
1This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created

man, hemade him in God’s likeness.
2He created them male and female, and blessed them. On the day they

were created, he named them Adam.*
3Adam lived one hundred thirty years, and became the father of a son in

his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.
4The days of Adamafter he became the father of Sethwere eight hundred

years, and he became the father of other sons and daughters.
5 All the days that Adam lived were nine hundred thirty years, then he

died.
6 Seth lived one hundred five years, then became the father of Enosh.
7Seth livedafterhebecame the fatherofEnosheighthundred sevenyears,

and became the father of other sons and daughters.
8All of the days of Seth were nine hundred twelve years, then he died.
9Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan.
10 Enosh lived after he became the father of Kenan eight hundred fifteen

years, and became the father of other sons and daughters.
11All of the days of Enosh were nine hundred five years, then he died.
12Kenan lived seventy years, then became the father of Mahalalel.
13Kenan lived after hebecame the father ofMahalalel eight hundred forty

years, and became the father of other sons and daughters
14and all of the days of Kenanwere nine hundred ten years, then he died.
15Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, then became the father of Jared.
16Mahalalel lived after he became the father of Jared eight hundred thirty

years, and became the father of other sons and daughters.
17All of the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred ninety-five years, then

he died.
18 Jared lived one hundred sixty-two years, then became the father of

Enoch.
19 Jared livedafterhebecame the fatherofEnocheighthundredyears, and

became the father of other sons and daughters.
20All of the days of Jaredwere nine hundred sixty-two years, then he died.

* 5:2 “Adam” and “Man” are spelled with the exact same consonants in Hebrew, so this can be
correctly translated either way.
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21Enoch lived sixty-five years, then became the father of Methuselah.
22 After Methuselah’s birth, Enoch walked with God for three hundred

years, and became the father of more sons and daughters.
23All the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty-five years.
24Enoch walked with God, and he was not found, for God took him.
25 Methuselah lived one hundred eighty-seven years, then became the

father of Lamech.
26Methuselah lived after he became the father of Lamech seven hundred

eighty-two years, and became the father of other sons and daughters.
27All the days ofMethuselahwere nine hundred sixty-nine years, then he

died.
28Lamech lived one hundred eighty-two years, then became the father of

a son.
29He named him Noah, saying, “This one will comfort us in our work and

in the toil of our hands, caused by the groundwhich the LORD has cursed.”
30 Lamech lived after he became the father of Noah five hundred ninety-

five years, and became the father of other sons and daughters.
31All the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy-seven years, then

he died.
32Noahwasfivehundred years old, thenNoahbecame the father of Shem,

Ham, and Japheth.

6
1Whenmenbegan tomultiply on the surfaceof the ground, anddaughters

were born to them,
2God’s sons saw that men’s daughters were beautiful, and they took any

that they wanted for themselves as wives.
3 The LORD said, “My Spirit will not strive with man forever, because he

also is flesh; so his days will be one hundred twenty years.”
4The Nephilim* were in the earth in those days, and also after that, when

God’s sons came in to men’s daughters and had children with them. Those
were themighty menwhowere of old, men of renown.

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart was continually only
evil.

6 The LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved
him in his heart.

7TheLORDsaid, “Iwill destroymanwhomIhave created from the surface
of the ground—man, along with animals, creeping things, and birds of the
sky—for I am sorry that I havemade them.”

8But Noah found favor in the LORD’s eyes.
9This is the history of the generations ofNoah: Noahwas a righteousman,

blameless among the people of his time. Noah walked with God.
10Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with

violence.
12 God saw the earth, and saw that it was corrupt, for all flesh had

corrupted their way on the earth.
13God said to Noah, “I will bring an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled

with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them and the earth.
* 6:4 or, giants
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14Makea ship of gopherwood. You shallmake rooms in the ship, and shall
seal it inside and outside with pitch.

15 This is how you shall make it. The length of the ship shall be three
hundred cubits,† its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.

16 You shall make a roof in the ship, and you shall finish it to a cubit
upward. You shall set the door of the ship in its side. You shall make it with
lower, second, and third levels.

17 I, even I, will bring the flood of waters on this earth, to destroy all flesh
having the breath of life from under the sky. Everything that is in the earth
will die.

18But I will establish my covenant with you. You shall come into the ship,
you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.

19Of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into
the ship, to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female.

20 Of the birds after their kind, of the livestock after their kind, of every
creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every sort will come to
you, to keep them alive.

21 Take with you some of all food that is eaten, and gather it to yourself;
and it will be for food for you, and for them.”

22Thus Noah did. He did all that God commanded him.

7
1 The LORD said to Noah, “Come with all of your household into the ship,

for I have seen your righteousness before me in this generation.
2You shall take seven pairs of every clean animal with you, the male and

his female. Of the animals that are not clean, take two, the male and his
female.

3 Also of the birds of the sky, seven and seven, male and female, to keep
seed alive on the surface of all the earth.

4 In seven days, I will cause it to rain on the earth for forty days and forty
nights. I will destroy every living thing that I havemade from the surface of
the ground.”

5Noah did everything that the LORD commanded him.
6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came on the

earth.
7 Noah went into the ship with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives,

because of the floodwaters.
8Clean animals, unclean animals, birds, and everything that creeps on the

ground
9wentbypairs toNoah into the ship,male and female, asGod commanded

Noah.
10After the seven days, the floodwaters came on the earth.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the

seventeenth day of themonth, on that day all the fountains of the great deep
burst open, and the sky’s windows opened.

12 It rained on the earth forty days and forty nights.
13 In the same dayNoah, and Shem, Ham, and Japheth—the sons of Noah—

and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered into the
ship—
† 6:15 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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14 they, and every animal after its kind, all the livestock after their kind,
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird
after its kind, every bird of every sort.

15Pairs from all flesh with the breath of life in them went into the ship to
Noah.

16 Those who went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God
commanded him; then the LORD shut him in.

17The flood was forty days on the earth. The waters increased, and lifted
up the ship, and it was lifted up above the earth.

18Thewaters rose, and increased greatly on the earth; and the shipfloated
on the surface of the waters.

19Thewaters roseveryhighon theearth. All thehighmountains thatwere
under the whole sky were covered.

20Thewaters rosefifteen cubits* higher, and themountainswere covered.
21 All flesh died that moved on the earth, including birds, livestock,

animals, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and everyman.
22All on the dry land, in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life,

died.
23Every living thing was destroyed that was on the surface of the ground,

including man, livestock, creeping things, and birds of the sky. They were
destroyed from the earth. Only Noahwas left, and thosewhowerewith him
in the ship.

24The waters flooded the earth one hundred fifty days.

8
1God remembered Noah, all the animals, and all the livestock that were

withhim in the ship; andGodmadeawind topassover theearth. Thewaters
subsided.

2 The deep’s fountains and the sky’s windows were also stopped, and the
rain from the sky was restrained.

3 The waters continually receded from the earth. After the end of one
hundred fifty days the waters receded.

4 The ship rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, on Ararat’s mountains.

5 The waters receded continually until the tenth month. In the tenth
month, on the first day of themonth, the tops of themountainswere visible.

6At the end of forty days, Noah opened the window of the ship which he
hadmade,

7 and he sent out a raven. It went back and forth, until the waters were
dried up from the earth.

8 He himself sent out a dove to see if the waters were abated from the
surface of the ground,

9 but the dove found no place to rest her foot, and she returned into the
ship to him, for the waters were on the surface of the whole earth. He put
out his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ship.

10Hewaited yet another seven days; and again he sent the dove out of the
ship.

* 7:20 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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11The dove came back to him at evening and, behold, in her mouth was a
freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters were abated from
the earth.

12Hewaited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; and she didn’t
return to him anymore.

13 In the sixhundredfirst year, in thefirstmonth, thefirstdayof themonth,
the waters were dried up from the earth. Noah removed the covering of the
ship, and looked. He saw that the surface of the groundwas dry.

14 In the secondmonth, on the twenty-seventh day of themonth, the earth
was dry.

15God spoke to Noah, saying,
16 “Go out of the ship, you, yourwife, your sons, and your sons’ wiveswith

you.
17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh,

including birds, livestock, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth,
that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply
on the earth.”

18Noahwent out, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives with him.
19Every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, whatevermoves on

the earth, after their families, went out of the ship.
20Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal, and of

every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
21 The LORD smelled the pleasant aroma. The LORD said in his heart,

“I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake because the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth. I will never again strike
every living thing, as I have done.

22While the earth remains, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer andwinter, and day and night will not cease.”

9
1God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply,

and replenish the earth.
2The fear of you and the dread of youwill be on every animal of the earth,

and on every bird of the sky. Everything that moves along the ground, and
all the fish of the sea, are delivered into your hand.

3Everymoving thing that liveswill be food for you. As I gave you the green
herb, I have given everything to you.

4But flesh with its life, that is, its blood, you shall not eat.
5 Iwill surely require accounting for your life’s blood. At the handof every

animal I will require it. At the hand ofman, even at the hand of everyman’s
brother, I will require the life of man.

6Whoever shedsman’s blood, his bloodwill be shedbyman, forGodmade
man in his own image.

7Be fruitful and multiply. Increase abundantly in the earth, and multiply
in it.”

8God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying,
9 “As for me, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your

offspring after you,
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10 and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the livestock,
and every animal of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ship, even
every animal of the earth.

11 I will establish my covenant with you: All flesh will not be cut off any
more by thewaters of the flood. There will never again be a flood to destroy
the earth.”

12 God said, “This is the token of the covenant which I make between
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual
generations:

13 I setmy rainbow in the cloud, and itwill be a sign of a covenant between
me and the earth.

14When I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbowwill be seen in the
cloud,

15 I will remembermy covenant, which is betweenme and you and every
living creature of all flesh, and the waters will no more become a flood to
destroy all flesh.

16 The rainbow will be in the cloud. I will look at it, that I may remember
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.”

17 God said to Noah, “This is the token of the covenant which I have
established betweenme and all flesh that is on the earth.”

18 The sons of Noah who went out from the ship were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Ham is the father of Canaan.

19These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was
populated.

20Noah began to be a farmer, and planted a vineyard.
21He drank of the wine and got drunk. He was uncovered within his tent.
22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his

two brothers outside.
23 Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it on both their shoulders,

went in backwards, and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces
were backwards, and they didn’t see their father’s nakedness.

24Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his youngest son had done
to him.

25He said,
“Canaan is cursed.

He will be a servant of servants to his brothers.”
26He said,

“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem.
Let Canaan be his servant.

27May God enlarge Japheth.
Let him dwell in the tents of Shem.
Let Canaan be his servant.”

28Noah lived three hundred fifty years after the flood.
29All the days of Noahwere nine hundred fifty years, and then he died.

10
1Nowthis is thehistoryof the generationsof the sonsofNoahandof Shem,

Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.
2The sons of Japhethwere: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech,

and Tiras.
3The sons of Gomer were: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.
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4The sons of Javan were: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.
5Of these were the islands of the nations divided in their lands, everyone

after his language, after their families, in their nations.
6The sons of Hamwere: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
7The sons of Cushwere: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The

sons of Raamahwere: Sheba and Dedan.
8 Cush became the father of Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one in the

earth.
9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “like

Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD”.
10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in

the land of Shinar.
11Out of that land he went into Assyria, and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir,

Calah,
12and Resen between Nineveh and the great city Calah.
13Mizraim became the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,
14Pathrusim, Casluhim (which the Philistines descended from), andCaph-

torim.
15Canaan became the father of Sidon (his firstborn), Heth,
16 the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites,
17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites,
18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the

families of the Canaanites were spread abroad.
19The border of the Canaaniteswas fromSidon—as you go towardGerar—

to Gaza—as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim—to
Lasha.

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, according to their
languages, in their lands and their nations.

21 Children were also born to Shem (the elder brother of Japheth), the
father of all the children of Eber.

22The sons of Shemwere: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.
23The sons of Aramwere: Uz, Hul, Gether, andMash.
24Arpachshad became the father of Shelah. Shelah became the father of

Eber.
25 To Eber were born two sons. The name of the one was Peleg, for in his

days the earth was divided. His brother’s namewas Joktan.
26 Joktan became the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,
27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
29Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.
30 Their dwelling extended from Mesha, as you go toward Sephar, the

mountain of the east.
31 These are the sons of Shem, by their families, according to their

languages, lands, and nations.
32These are the families of the sons of Noah, by their generations, accord-

ing to their nations. The nations divided from these in the earth after the
flood.

11
1The whole earth was of one language and of one speech.
2As they traveled east,* they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they

* 11:2 LXX reads “from the east”.
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lived there.
3 They said to one another, “Come, let’s make bricks, and burn them

thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar.
4 They said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top

reaches to the sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered
abroad on the surface of the whole earth.”

5The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of
men built.

6 The LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have one
language, and this is what they begin to do. Now nothing will be withheld
from them, which they intend to do.

7Come, let’s go down, and there confuse their language, that theymay not
understand one another’s speech.”

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there on the surface of all the
earth. They stopped building the city.

9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused
the language of all the earth. From there, the LORD scattered them abroad
on the surface of all the earth.

10 This is the history of the generations of Shem: Shem was one hundred
years old when he became the father of Arpachshad two years after the
flood.

11 Shem lived five hundred years after he became the father of
Arpachshad, and became the father of more sons and daughters.

12Arpachshad lived thirty-five years and became the father of Shelah.
13Arpachshad lived four hundred three years after he became the father

of Shelah, and became the father of more sons and daughters.
14 Shelah lived thirty years, and became the father of Eber.
15 Shelah lived four hundred three years after he became the father of

Eber, and became the father of more sons and daughters.
16Eber lived thirty-four years, and became the father of Peleg.
17Eber lived fourhundred thirty years after hebecame the father of Peleg,

and became the father of more sons and daughters.
18Peleg lived thirty years, and became the father of Reu.
19 Peleg lived two hundred nine years after he became the father of Reu,

and became the father of more sons and daughters.
20Reu lived thirty-two years, and became the father of Serug.
21Reu lived two hundred seven years after he became the father of Serug,

and became the father of more sons and daughters.
22 Serug lived thirty years, and became the father of Nahor.
23Serug lived two hundred years after he became the father of Nahor, and

became the father of more sons and daughters.
24Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and became the father of Terah.
25Nahor lived one hundred nineteen years after he became the father of

Terah, and became the father of more sons and daughters.
26Terah lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor, and

Haran.
27Now this is the history of the generations of Terah. Terah became the

father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran became the father of Lot.
28Harandied in the landof his birth, inUr of the Chaldees,while his father

Terah was still alive.
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29Abram andNahormarriedwives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai,
and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, who was
also the father of Iscah.

30 Sarai was barren. She had no child.
31 Terah took Abram his son, Lot the son of Haran, his son’s son, and

Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife. They went from Ur of the
Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan. They came toHaran and lived there.

32The days of Terah were two hundred five years. Terah died in Haran.

12
1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, and your relatives,

and your father’s house, and go to the land that I will show you.
2 I will make of you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name

great. You will be a blessing.
3 I will bless thosewho bless you, and I will curse himwho treats youwith

contempt. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.”
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. Lot went with him. Abram

was seventy-five years old when he departed fromHaran.
5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, all their possessions

that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran,
and they went to go into the land of Canaan. They entered into the land of
Canaan.

6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the oak of
Moreh. At that time, Canaanites were in the land.

7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your
offspring.”*
He built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
8He left from there to go to themountain on the east of Bethel and pitched

his tent, havingBethel on thewest, andAi on the east. There he built an altar
to the LORD† and called on the LORD’s name.

9Abram traveled, still going on toward the South.
10There was a famine in the land. Abramwent down into Egypt to live as

a foreigner there, for the famine was severe in the land.
11When he had come near to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “See

now, I know that you are a beautiful woman to look at.
12 It will happen that when the Egyptians see you, theywill say, ‘This is his

wife.’ They will kill me, but they will save you alive.
13 Please say that you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your

sake, and that my soul may live because of you.”
14When Abram had come into Egypt, Egyptians saw that the woman was

very beautiful.
15 The princes of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh; and the

womanwas taken into Pharaoh’s house.
16 He dealt well with Abram for her sake. He had sheep, cattle, male

donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.
17 The LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because

of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

* 12:7 or, seed † 12:8 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when
otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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18Pharaoh called Abramand said, “What is this that you have done tome?
Why didn’t you tell me that she was your wife?

19Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to bemywife? Now
therefore, see your wife, take her, and go your way.”

20Pharaoh commandedmenconcerninghim, and they escortedhimaway
with his wife and all that he had.

13
1Abram went up out of Egypt—he, his wife, all that he had, and Lot with

him—into the South.
2Abramwas very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.
3 He went on his journeys from the South as far as Bethel, to the place

where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
4 to the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first. There

Abram called on the LORD’s name.
5Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks, herds, and tents.
6 The land was not able to bear them, that they might live together; for

their possessions were so great that they couldn’t live together.
7 There was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the

herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites lived in the
land at that time.

8Abramsaid toLot, “Please, let therebeno strife betweenyouandme, and
between your herdsmen andmy herdsmen; for we are relatives.

9 Isn’t thewhole landbefore you? Please separate yourself fromme. If you
go to the left hand, then I will go to the right. Or if you go to the right hand,
then I will go to the left.”

10Lot lifted uphis eyes, and sawall the plain of the Jordan, that itwaswell-
wateredeverywhere, before theLORDdestroyedSodomandGomorrah, like
the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as you go to Zoar.

11 So Lot chose the Plain of the Jordan for himself. Lot traveled east, and
they separated themselves from one other.

12Abram lived in the landof Canaan, andLot lived in the cities of theplain,
andmoved his tent as far as Sodom.

13 Now the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinners against
the LORD.

14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot was separated from him, “Now,
lift up your eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and
southward and eastward andwestward,

15 for I will give all the land which you see to you and to your offspring
forever.

16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if a man can
count the dust of the earth, then your offspringmay also be counted.

17Arise, walk through the land in its length and in its width; for I will give
it to you.”

18Abrammovedhis tent, and came and lived by the oaks ofMamre,which
are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD.

14
1 In the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar; Arioch, king of Ellasar; Chedor-

laomer, king of Elam; and Tidal, king of Goiim,
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2 they made war with Bera, king of Sodom; Birsha, king of Gomorrah;
Shinab, king ofAdmah; Shemeber, king of Zeboiim; and thekingofBela (also
called Zoar).

3All these joined together in the valley of Siddim (also called the Salt Sea).
4 They served Chedorlaomer for twelve years, and in the thirteenth year

they rebelled.
5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him

came and struck the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the
Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 and the Horites in their Mount Seir, to El Paran, which is by the
wilderness.

7They returned, and came to EnMishpat (also called Kadesh), and struck
all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that lived in
Hazazon Tamar.

8 The king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (also called Zoar) went out; and they
set the battle in array against them in the valley of Siddim

9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king
of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings against the five.

10Now the valley of Siddimwas full of tar pits; and the kings of Sodomand
Gomorrah fled, and some fell there. Those who remained fled to the hills.

11They took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their food, and
went their way.

12They tookLot, Abram’sbrother’s son,who lived inSodom, andhis goods,
and departed.

13One who had escaped came and told Abram, the Hebrew. At that time,
he lived by the oaks of Mamre, the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother
of Aner. They were allies of Abram.

14When Abram heard that his relative was taken captive, he led out his
three hundred eighteen trained men, born in his house, and pursued as far
as Dan.

15 He divided himself against them by night, he and his servants, and
struck them, and pursued them to Hobah, which is on the left hand of
Damascus.

16Hebroughtbackall the goods, andalsobroughtbackhis relativeLot and
his goods, and the women also, and the other people.

17 The king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the
slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, at the valley
of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

18Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest
of GodMost High.

19He blessed him, and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, posses-
sor of heaven and earth.

20 Blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your
hand.”
Abram gave him a tenth of all.
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people, and take the

goods for yourself.”
22Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted upmy hand to the LORD,

GodMost High, possessor of heaven and earth,
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23 that Iwill not take a threadnor a sandal strapnor anything that is yours,
lest you should say, ‘I havemade Abram rich.’

24 I will accept nothing from you except that which the young men have
eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and
Mamre. Let them take their portion.”

15
1 After these things the LORD’s word came to Abram in a vision, saying,

“Don’t be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”
2Abram said, “Lord* GOD, what will you give me, since I go childless, and

he whowill inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3Abram said, “Behold, you have given no children tome: and, behold, one

born inmy house is my heir.”
4Behold, the LORD’sword came to him, saying, “Thismanwill not be your

heir, but he whowill come out of your own body will be your heir.”
5The LORD brought him outside, and said, “Look now toward the sky, and

count the stars, if you are able to count them.” He said to Abram, “So your
offspring will be.”

6He believed in the LORD, who credited it to him for righteousness.
7 He said to Abram, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the

Chaldees, to give you this land to inherit it.”
8He said, “Lord GOD, howwill I know that I will inherit it?”
9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three

years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
10He brought him all these, and divided them in themiddle, and laid each

half opposite the other; but he didn’t divide the birds.
11 The birds of prey came down on the carcasses, and Abram drove them

away.
12When the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. Now terror

and great darkness fell on him.
13 He said to Abram, “Know for sure that your offspring will live as

foreigners in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them. They will afflict
them four hundred years.

14 I will also judge that nation, whom they will serve. Afterward they will
come out with great wealth;

15but youwill go to your fathers in peace. Youwill be buried at a good old
age.

16 In the fourth generation they will come here again, for the iniquity of
the Amorite is not yet full.”

17 It came to pass that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold,
a smoking furnace and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.

18 In that day theLORDmadea covenantwithAbram, saying, “I have given
this land to your offspring, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates:

19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,
20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,
21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

* 15:2 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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16
1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had a servant, an

Egyptian, whose namewas Hagar.
2Sarai said toAbram, “Seenow, theLORDhas restrainedme frombearing.

Please go in to my servant. It may be that I will obtain children by her.”
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.

3 Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, after Abram
had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to Abram her
husband to be his wife.

4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived. When she saw that she had
conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 Sarai said to Abram, “This wrong is your fault. I gave my servant into
your bosom, and when she saw that she had conceived, she despised me.
May the LORD judge betweenme and you.”

6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your maid is in your hand. Do to her
whatever is good in your eyes.” Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled
from her face.

7The LORD’s angel found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by
the fountain on the way to Shur.

8He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, where did you come from? Where are
you going?”
She said, “I am fleeing from the face of mymistress Sarai.”
9 The LORD’s angel said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit

yourself under her hands.”
10The LORD’s angel said to her, “I will greatlymultiply your offspring, that

they will not be counted for multitude.”
11The LORD’s angel said to her, “Behold, you are with child, and will bear

a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has heard your
affliction.

12Hewill be like awild donkey amongmen. His handwill be against every
man, and every man’s hand against him. He will live opposed to all of his
brothers.”

13 She called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God who
sees,” for she said, “Have I even stayed alive after seeing him?”

14 Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi.* Behold, it is between
Kadesh and Bered.

15Hagar bore a son for Abram. Abram called the name of his son, whom
Hagar bore, Ishmael.

16Abramwas eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

17
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram

and said to him, “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and be blameless.
2 I will make my covenant between me and you, and will multiply you

exceedingly.”
3Abram fell on his face. God talked with him, saying,
4 “As for me, behold, my covenant is with you. You will be the father of a

multitude of nations.

* 16:14 Beer Lahai Roi means “well of the one who lives and sees me”.
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5 Your name will no more be called Abram, but your name will be
Abraham; for I havemade you the father of a multitude of nations.

6 Iwillmakeyouexceedingly fruitful, and Iwillmakenationsof you. Kings
will come out of you.

7 I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a
God to you and to your offspring after you.

8 I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the landwhere you are
traveling, all the landof Canaan, for an everlasting possession. Iwill be their
God.”

9God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and
your offspring after you throughout their generations.

10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and
your offspring after you. Everymale among you shall be circumcised.

11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin. It will be a token
of the covenant betweenme and you.

12He who is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every male
throughout your generations, he who is born in the house, or bought with
money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring.

13He who is born in your house, and he who is bought with your money,
must be circumcised. My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting
covenant.

14 The uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin, that soul shall be cut off from his people. He has broken my
covenant.”

15Godsaid toAbraham, “As for Sarai yourwife, you shall not call hername
Sarai, but her name shall be Sarah.

16 Iwill bless her, andmoreover Iwill give you a son byher. Yes, Iwill bless
her, and she will be a mother of nations. Kings of peoples will come from
her.”

17Then Abraham fell on his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will
a child be born to him who is one hundred years old? Will Sarah, who is
ninety years old, give birth?”

18Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!”
19God said, “No, but Sarah, your wife, will bear you a son. You shall call

his name Isaac.* I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting
covenant for his offspring after him.

20As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He will become the
father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.

21But Iwill establishmycovenantwith Isaac,whomSarahwill bear to you
at this set time next year.”

22When he finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham.
23Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house, and all

whowere boughtwith hismoney: everymale among themen of Abraham’s
house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the same day, as God
had said to him.

24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin.
* 17:19 Isaac means “he laughs”.
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25 Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years oldwhenhewas circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin.

26 In the same day both Abraham and Ishmael, his son, were circumcised.
27All themen of his house, those born in the house, and those boughtwith

money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

18
1 The LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat in the tent

door in the heat of the day.
2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and saw that threemen stood near him.

When he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed
himself to the earth,

3 and said, “My lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, please don’t
go away from your servant.

4 Now let a little water be fetched, wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree.

5 I will get a piece of bread so you can refresh your heart. After that you
may go your way, now that you have come to your servant.”
They said, “Very well, do as you have said.”
6Abrahamhurried into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quickly prepare three

seahs* of finemeal, knead it, andmake cakes.”
7Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a tender and good calf, and gave it

to the servant. He hurried to dress it.
8He took butter, milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before

them. He stood by them under the tree, and they ate.
9They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?”
He said, “There, in the tent.”
10He said, “I will certainly return to you at about this time next year; and

behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Sarah heard in the tent door, which was behind him.
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age. Sarah had

passed the age of childbearing.
12Sarah laughedwithin herself, saying, “After I have grownoldwill I have

pleasure, my lord being old also?”
13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Will I really

bear a child when I am old?’
14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you,

when the season comes around, and Sarah will have a son.”
15Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I didn’t laugh,” for she was afraid.
He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
16Themen rose up from there, and looked toward Sodom. Abrahamwent

with them to see them on their way.
17The LORD said, “Will I hide from Abrahamwhat I do,
18sinceAbrahamwill surelybecomeagreat andmightynation, andall the

nations of the earth will be blessed in him?
19 For I have known him, to the end that he may command his children

and his household after him, that they may keep the way of the LORD, to do
righteousness and justice; to the end that the LORDmay bring on Abraham
that which he has spoken of him.”
* 18:6 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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20 The LORD said, “Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and
because their sin is very grievous,

21 Iwill godownnow, and seewhether theirdeedsareasbadas the reports
which have come tome. If not, I will know.”

22 The men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, but Abraham
stood yet before the LORD.

23Abrahamcamenear, and said, “Will you consume the righteouswith the
wicked?

24What if there are fifty righteous within the city? Will you consume and
not spare the place for the fifty righteous who are in it?

25May it be far fromyou to do things like that, to kill the righteouswith the
wicked, so that the righteous should be like thewicked. May that be far from
you. Shouldn’t the Judge of all the earth do right?”

26The LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I
will spare the whole place for their sake.”

27Abraham answered, “See now, I have taken it on myself to speak to the
Lord, although I am dust and ashes.

28What if therewill lack five of the fifty righteous? Will you destroy all the
city for lack of five?”
He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”
29 He spoke to him yet again, and said, “What if there are forty found

there?”
He said, “I will not do it for the forty’s sake.”
30He said, “Oh don’t let the Lord be angry, and I will speak. What if there

are thirty found there?”
He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
31He said, “See now, I have taken it on myself to speak to the Lord. What

if there are twenty found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the twenty’s sake.”
32He said, “Oh don’t let the Lord be angry, and I will speak just oncemore.

What if ten are found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake.”
33 The LORD went his way as soon as he had finished communing with

Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

19
1 The two angels came to Sodom at evening. Lot sat in the gate of Sodom.

Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them. He bowed himself with his face to
the earth,

2 and he said, “See now, my lords, please come into your servant’s house,
stay all night, wash your feet, and you can rise up early, and go on yourway.”
They said, “No, but we will stay in the street all night.”
3He urged them greatly, and they came in with him, and entered into his

house. Hemade them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom,

surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every
quarter.

5They called to Lot, and said to him, “Where are the men who came in to
you this night? Bring them out to us, that wemay have sex with them.”

6Lot went out to them through the door, and shut the door after himself.
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7He said, “Please, my brothers, don’t act so wickedly.
8Seenow, Ihave twovirgindaughters. Please letmebring themout toyou,

and youmay do to themwhat seems good to you. Only don’t do anything to
these men, because they have come under the shadow of my roof.”

9They said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one fellow came in to live
as a foreigner, andhe appoints himself a judge. Nowwewill dealworsewith
you than with them!” They pressed hard on the man Lot, and came near to
break the door.

10But the men reached out their hand, and brought Lot into the house to
them, and shut the door.

11They struck the men who were at the door of the house with blindness,
both small and great, so that they wearied themselves to find the door.

12Themen said to Lot, “Do you have anybody else here? Sons-in-law, your
sons, your daughters, andwhomever you have in the city, bring them out of
the place:

13 for we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has
grown so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.”

14Lot went out, and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry
his daughters, and said, “Get up! Get out of this place, for the LORD will
destroy the city!”
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be joking.
15When the morning came, then the angels hurried Lot, saying, “Get up!

Take yourwife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed
in the iniquity of the city.”

16But he lingered; and themen grabbed his hand, his wife’s hand, and his
two daughters’ hands, the LORD being merciful to him; and they took him
out, and set him outside of the city.

17 It came to pass, when they had taken them out, that he said, “Escape
for your life! Don’t look behind you, and don’t stay anywhere in the plain.
Escape to themountains, lest you be consumed!”

18Lot said to them, “Oh, not so, my lord.
19 See now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have

magnified your loving kindness, which you have shown to me in saving my
life. I can’t escape to themountain, lest evil overtakeme, and I die.

20See now, this city is near to flee to, and it is a little one. Oh let me escape
there (isn’t it a little one?), andmy soul will live.”

21 He said to him, “Behold, I have granted your request concerning this
thing also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken.

22Hurry, escape there, for I can’t do anything until you get there.” There-
fore the name of the city was called Zoar.*

23The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar.
24Then the LORD rained on Sodom and on Gomorrah sulfur and fire from

the LORD out of the sky.
25He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities,

and that which grew on the ground.
26But Lot’s wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of

salt.
27Abrahamwent up early in themorning to the placewhere he had stood

before the LORD.
* 19:22 Zoar means “little”.
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28He looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the
plain, and saw that the smoke of the landwent up as the smoke of a furnace.

29WhenGod destroyed the cities of the plain, God remembered Abraham,
andsentLotoutof themiddleof theoverthrow,whenheoverthrewthecities
in which Lot lived.

30 Lot went up out of Zoar, and lived in the mountain, and his two
daughters with him; for hewas afraid to live in Zoar. He lived in a cavewith
his two daughters.

31 The firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a
man in the earth to come in to us in the way of all the earth.

32 Come, let’s make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that
wemay preserve our father’s family line.”

33Theymade their father drinkwine that night: and the firstbornwent in,
and lay with her father. He didn’t know when she lay down, nor when she
arose.

34 It came to pass on the next day, that the firstborn said to the younger,
“Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let’s make him drink wine again
tonight. Yougo in, and liewithhim, thatwemaypreserveour father’s family
line.”

35 They made their father drink wine that night also. The younger went
and lay with him. He didn’t knowwhen she lay down, nor when she got up.

36Thus both of Lot’s daughters were with child by their father.
37 The firstborn bore a son, and named him Moab. He is the father of the

Moabites to this day.
38 The younger also bore a son, and called his name Ben Ammi. He is the

father of the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1 Abraham traveled from there toward the land of the South, and lived

between Kadesh and Shur. He lived as a foreigner in Gerar.
2Abraham said about Sarah his wife, “She ismy sister.” Abimelech king of

Gerar sent, and took Sarah.
3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him,

“Behold, you are a deadman, because of the womanwhom you have taken;
for she is a man’s wife.”

4NowAbimelech had not come near her. He said, “Lord, will you kill even
a righteous nation?

5Didn’t he tell me, ‘She is my sister’? She, even she herself, said, ‘He is my
brother.’ I have done this in the integrity of my heart and the innocence of
my hands.”

6God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that in the integrity of your
heart you have done this, and I also withheld you from sinning against me.
Therefore I didn’t allow you to touch her.

7Now therefore, restore the man’s wife. For he is a prophet, and he will
pray for you, and you will live. If you don’t restore her, know for sure that
you will die, you, and all who are yours.”

8Abimelech rose early in themorning, and called all his servants, and told
all these things in their ear. Themenwere very scared.

9Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said to him, “What have you done
to us? How have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and on
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my kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me that ought not to be
done!”

10Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you have done this
thing?”

11Abraham said, “Because I thought, ‘Surely the fear of God is not in this
place. They will kill me for mywife’s sake.’

12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the
daughter of mymother; and she becamemywife.

13When God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her,
‘This is your kindness which you shall show to me. Everywhere that we go,
say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

14 Abimelech took sheep and cattle, male servants and female servants,
and gave them to Abraham, and restored Sarah, his wife, to him.

15Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you. Dwell where it pleases
you.”

16To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces
of silver. Behold, it is for you a covering of the eyes to all that are with you.
In front of all you are vindicated.”

17 Abraham prayed to God. So God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his
female servants, and they bore children.

18 For the LORD had closed up tight all the wombs of the house of
Abimelech, because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

21
1The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he

had spoken.
2 Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time

of which God had spoken to him.
3Abraham called his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him,

Isaac.*
4Abraham circumcised his son, Isaac, when he was eight days old, as God

had commanded him.
5 Abraham was one hundred years old when his son, Isaac, was born to

him.
6Sarahsaid, “Godhasmademe laugh. Everyonewhohearswill laughwith

me.”
7 She said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse

children? For I have borne him a son in his old age.”
8The child grew andwasweaned. Abrahammade a great feast on the day

that Isaac was weaned.
9 Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to

Abraham, mocking.
10Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out this servant and her son! For

the son of this servant will not be heir withmy son, Isaac.”
11The thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight on account of his son.
12God said to Abraham, “Don’t let it be grievous in your sight because of

the boy, and because of your servant. In all that Sarah says to you, listen to
her voice. For your offspring will be named through Isaac.

13 I will also make a nation of the son of the servant, because he is your
child.”
* 21:3 Isaac means “He laughs”.
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14Abraham rose up early in themorning, and took bread and a container
of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder; and gave her the
child, and sent her away. She departed, and wandered in the wilderness of
Beersheba.

15 The water in the container was spent, and she put the child under one
of the shrubs.

16 She went and sat down opposite him, a good way off, about a bow shot
away. For she said, “Don’t let me see the death of the child.” She sat opposite
him, and lifted up her voice, and wept.

17God heard the voice of the boy.
The angel of God called to Hagar out of the sky, and said to her, “What

troubles you, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. For God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is.

18Get up, lift up the boy, and hold himwith your hand. For Iwillmake him
a great nation.”

19God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, filled the
container with water, and gave the boy a drink.

20God was with the boy, and he grew. He lived in the wilderness, and as
he grew up, he became an archer.

21He lived in thewilderness of Paran. Hismother got awife for him out of
the land of Egypt.

22 At that time, Abimelech and Phicol the captain of his army spoke to
Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do.

23Now, therefore, swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely
with me, nor with my son, nor with my son’s son. But according to the
kindness that I have done to you, you shall do tome, and to the land inwhich
you have lived as a foreigner.”

24Abraham said, “I will swear.”
25 Abraham complained to Abimelech because of a water well, which

Abimelech’s servants had violently taken away.
26Abimelech said, “I don’t know who has done this thing. You didn’t tell

me, and I didn’t hear of it until today.”
27Abraham took sheep and cattle, and gave them toAbimelech. Those two

made a covenant.
28Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.
29 Abimelech said to Abraham, “What do these seven ewe lambs, which

you have set by themselves, mean?”
30He said, “You shall take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that it

may be a witness to me, that I have dug this well.”
31Therefore he called that place Beersheba,† because they both swore an

oath there.
32 So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Abimelech rose up with Phicol,

the captain of his army, and they returned into the land of the Philistines.
33Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he called on

the name of the LORD,‡ the Everlasting God.
34Abraham lived as a foreigner in the land of the Philistines many days.

† 21:31 Beersheba canmean “well of the oath” or “well of seven”. ‡ 21:33 LORDorGOD in all caps
is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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22
1After these things, God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
2He said, “Now take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and

go into the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains which I will tell you of.”

3 Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his donkey; and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son. He split the wood for the
burnt offering, and roseup, andwent to theplace ofwhichGodhad toldhim.

4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place far off.
5Abrahamsaid to his youngmen, “Stay herewith the donkey. The boy and

I will go over there. Wewill worship, and come back to you.”
6Abraham took thewood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.

He took in his hand the fire and the knife. They both went together.
7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, “My father?”
He said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt

offering?”
8Abraham said, “God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering,

my son.” So they both went together.
9 They came to the place which God had told him of. Abraham built the

altar there, and laid the wood in order, bound Isaac his son, and laid him on
the altar, on the wood.

10Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to kill his son.
11 The LORD’s angel called to him out of the sky, and said, “Abraham,

Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
12He said, “Don’t lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now

I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
son, fromme.”

13Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and saw that behind him was
a ram caught in the thicket by his horns. Abraham went and took the ram,
and offered him up for a burnt offering instead of his son.

14Abraham called the name of that place “The LORDWill Provide”.* As it
is said to this day, “On the LORD’s mountain, it will be provided.”

15The LORD’s angel called to Abraham a second time out of the sky,
16 and said, “ ‘I have sworn by myself,’ says the LORD, ‘because you have

done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17 that I will bless you greatly, and I will multiply your offspring greatly

like the stars of theheavens, and like the sandwhich is on the seashore. Your
offspring will possess the gate of his enemies.

18 All the nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring, because
you have obeyedmy voice.’ ”

19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose up and went
together to Beersheba. Abraham lived at Beersheba.

20 After these things, Abraham was told, “Behold, Milcah, she also has
borne children to your brother Nahor:

21Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,
22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”

* 22:14 or, the LORD Jireh, or, the LORD Seeing
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23 Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to
Nahor, Abraham’s brother.

24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham,
Tahash, andMaacah.

23
1 Sarah lived one hundred twenty-seven years. This was the length of

Sarah’s life.
2 Sarah died in Kiriath Arba (also called Hebron), in the land of Canaan.

Abraham came tomourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.
3Abrahamrose up frombefore his dead and spoke to the children ofHeth,

saying,
4 “I am a stranger and a foreigner livingwith you. Giveme a possession of

a burying-place with you, that I may burymy dead out of my sight.”
5The children of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him,
6 “Hear us, my lord. You are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead

in the best of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb. Bury
your dead.”

7 Abraham rose up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, to the
children of Heth.

8He talkedwith them, saying, “If you agree that I should burymydead out
of my sight, hear me, and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar,

9 that he may sell me the cave of Machpelah, which he has, which is in
the end of his field. For the full price let him sell it to me among you as a
possession for a burial place.”

10Now Ephron was sitting in the middle of the children of Heth. Ephron
the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the children of Heth, even
of all who went in at the gate of his city, saying,

11 “No,my lord, hearme. I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is
in it. In the presence of the children of my people I give it to you. Bury your
dead.”

12Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land.
13He spoke to Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying,

“But if youwill, please hearme. I will give the price of the field. Take it from
me, and I will burymy dead there.”

14Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,
15 “My lord, listen to me. What is a piece of land worth four hundred

shekels of silver* betweenme and you? Therefore bury your dead.”
16 Abraham listened to Ephron. Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver

which he had named in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred
shekels of silver, according to the current merchants’ standard.

17 So the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before
Mamre, the field, the cave which was in it, and all the trees that were in the
field, that were in all of its borders, were deeded

18 to Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth,
before all who went in at the gate of his city.

19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of
Machpelah before Mamre (that is, Hebron), in the land of Canaan.

* 23:15 A shekel is about 10 grams, so 400 shekels would be about 4 kg. or 8.8 pounds.



Genesis 23:20 31 Genesis 24:20

20 The field, and the cave that is in it, were deeded to Abraham by the
children of Heth as a possession for a burial place.

24
1 Abraham was old, and well advanced in age. The LORD had blessed

Abraham in all things.
2 Abraham said to his servant, the elder of his house, who ruled over all

that he had, “Please put your hand undermy thigh.
3 I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of

the earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I live.

4 But you shall go to my country, and to my relatives, and take a wife for
my son Isaac.”

5The servant said to him, “What if the woman isn’t willing to followme to
this land? Must I bring your son again to the land you came from?”

6Abraham said to him, “Beware that you don’t bringmy son there again.
7The LORD, the God of heaven—who tookme frommy father’s house, and

from the land of my birth, who spoke tome, andwho swore tome, saying, ‘I
will give this land to your offspring—he will send his angel before you, and
you shall take a wife for my son from there.

8 If thewoman isn’t willing to follow you, then you shall be clear from this
oath to me. Only you shall not bringmy son there again.”

9 The servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and
swore to him concerning this matter.

10 The servant took ten of his master’s camels, and departed, having a
variety of good things of his master’s with him. He arose, and went to
Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor.

11Hemade the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at
the time of evening, the time that women go out to drawwater.

12He said, “LORD, the God of mymaster Abraham, please giveme success
today, and show kindness to mymaster Abraham.

13Behold, I am standing by the spring of water. The daughters of the men
of the city are coming out to drawwater.

14 Let it happen, that the young lady to whom I will say, ‘Please let down
your pitcher, that I may drink,’ then she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give
yourcamelsadrink,’—letherbe theoneyouhaveappointed foryour servant
Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to mymaster.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah came out, who was
born toBethuel the sonofMilcah, thewifeofNahor, Abraham’sbrother,with
her pitcher on her shoulder.

16 The young lady was very beautiful to look at, a virgin. No man had
known her. She went down to the spring, filled her pitcher, and came up.

17 The servant ran to meet her, and said, “Please give me a drink, a little
water from your pitcher.”

18She said, “Drink,my lord.” She hurried, and let downher pitcher on her
hand, and gave him a drink.

19When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will also draw for
your camels, until they have finished drinking.”

20 She hurried, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to
the well to draw, and drew for all his camels.
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21 The man looked steadfastly at her, remaining silent, to know whether
the LORD hadmade his journey prosperous or not.

22As the camels had done drinking, the man took a golden ring of half a
shekel*weight, and twobracelets forherhandsof ten shekelsweight of gold,

23 and said, “Whose daughter are you? Please tell me. Is there room in
your father’s house for us to stay?”

24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom
she bore to Nahor.”

25 She said moreover to him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and
room to lodge in.”

26Theman bowed his head, and worshiped the LORD.
27He said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God ofmymaster Abraham,who has

not forsaken his loving kindness and his truth towardmymaster. As forme,
the LORD has ledme on the way to the house of mymaster’s relatives.”

28The young lady ran, and told her mother’s house about these words.
29Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban. Laban ran out to the

man, to the spring.
30When he saw the ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s hands, andwhen

he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, “This is what the man said
to me,” he came to the man. Behold, he was standing by the camels at the
spring.

31He said, “Come in, you blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand outside?
For I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.”

32 The man came into the house, and he unloaded the camels. He gave
straw and feed for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the
menwhowere with him.

33 Food was set before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have
told mymessage.”
Laban said, “Speak on.”
34He said, “I am Abraham’s servant.
35 The LORD has blessed my master greatly. He has become great. The

LORD has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and
female servants, and camels and donkeys.

36 Sarah, mymaster’s wife, bore a son tomymaster when she was old. He
has given all that he has to him.

37Mymaster mademe swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live,

38but you shall go tomy father’s house, and tomyrelatives, and takeawife
for my son.’

39 I askedmymaster, ‘What if the womanwill not followme?’
40 He said to me, ‘The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel

with you, and prosper your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my
relatives, and of my father’s house.

41Then youwill be clear frommy oath, when you come tomy relatives. If
they don’t give her to you, you shall be clear frommy oath.’

42 I came today to the spring, and said, ‘The LORD, the God of my master
Abraham, if now you do prosper mywaywhich I go—
* 24:22 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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43 behold, I am standing by this spring of water. Let it happen, that the
maiden who comes out to draw, to whom I will say, “Please give me a little
water from your pitcher to drink,”

44 then she tells me, “Drink, and I will also draw for your camels,”—let her
be the womanwhom the LORD has appointed for mymaster’s son.’

45 Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out
with her pitcher on her shoulder. She went down to the spring, and drew. I
said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’

46 She hurried and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said,
‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink.’ So I drank, and she also
gave the camels a drink.

47 I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter
of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ I put the ring on her
nose, and the bracelets on her hands.

48 I bowed my head, and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the
God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the right way to take my
master’s brother’s daughter for his son.

49Now if youwill deal kindly and truly withmymaster, tell me. If not, tell
me, that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.”

50ThenLabanandBethuel answered, “The thingproceeds from theLORD.
We can’t speak to you bad or good.

51 Behold, Rebekah is before you. Take her, and go, and let her be your
master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.”

52WhenAbraham’s servant heard theirwords, he bowed himself down to
the earth to the LORD.

53The servantbrought out jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and clothing,
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and
hermother.

54 They ate and drank, he and the men who were with him, and stayed
all night. They rose up in the morning, and he said, “Send me away to my
master.”

55Her brother and hermother said, “Let the young lady staywith us a few
days, at least ten. After that she will go.”

56He said to them, “Don’t hinder me, since the LORD has prospered my
way. Sendme away that I may go to mymaster.”

57They said, “Wewill call the young lady, and ask her.”
58They called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”
She said, “I will go.”
59 They sent away Rebekah, their sister, with her nurse, Abraham’s

servant, and his men.
60 They blessed Rebekah, and said to her, “Our sister, may you be the

mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let your offspring possess the
gate of those who hate them.”

61Rebekah arose with her ladies. They rode on the camels, and followed
theman. The servant took Rebekah, and went his way.

62 Isaac came from theway of Beer Lahai Roi, for he lived in the land of the
South.

63 Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the evening. He lifted up his
eyes and looked. Behold, there were camels coming.

64 Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she got off the
camel.
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65 She said to the servant, “Who is the man who is walking in the field to
meet us?”
The servant said, “It is mymaster.”
She took her veil, and covered herself.
66The servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
67 Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and

shebecamehiswife. He lovedher. So Isaacwas comforted after hismother’s
death.

25
1Abraham took another wife, and her namewas Keturah.
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3 Jokshan became the father of Sheba, andDedan. The sons of Dedanwere

Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim.
4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All

these were the children of Keturah.
5Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac,
6 but Abraham gave gifts to the sons of Abraham’s concubines. While

he still lived, he sent them away from Isaac his son, eastward, to the east
country.

7 These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one
hundred seventy-five years.

8Abraham gave up his spirit, and died at a good old age, an old man, and
full of years, and was gathered to his people.

9 Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the
field of Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is near Mamre,

10 the field which Abraham purchased from the children of Heth. Abra-
hamwas buried there with Sarah, his wife.

11 After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac, his son. Isaac lived by
Beer Lahai Roi.

12 Now this is the history of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son,
whomHagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore to Abraham.

13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according
to the order of their birth: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth, then Kedar,
Adbeel, Mibsam,

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their

villages, and by their encampments: twelve princes, according to their
nations.

17 These are the years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred thirty-seven
years. He gave up his spirit and died, and was gathered to his people.

18 They lived from Havilah to Shur that is before Egypt, as you go toward
Assyria. He lived opposite all his relatives.

19This is the history of the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham
became the father of Isaac.

20 Isaacwas forty years oldwhenhe tookRebekah, thedaughter ofBethuel
the Syrian of Paddan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian, to be his wife.

21 Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. The
LORDwas entreated by him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.
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22 The children struggled together within her. She said, “If it is like this,
why do I live?” She went to inquire of the LORD.

23The LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb.
Two peoples will be separated from your body.
The one people will be stronger than the other people.
The elder will serve the younger.”

24When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins
in her womb.

25 The first came out red all over, like a hairy garment. They named him
Esau.

26After that, his brother came out, and his hand had hold on Esau’s heel.
He was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

27The boys grew. Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field. Jacob was
a quiet man, living in tents.

28Now Isaac loved Esau, because he ate his venison. Rebekah loved Jacob.
29 Jacob boiled stew. Esau came in from the field, and he was famished.
30Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with some of that red stew, for I am

famished.” Therefore his namewas called Edom.*
31 Jacob said, “First, sell me your birthright.”
32Esau said, “Behold, I amabout to die. What good is thebirthright tome?”
33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
He swore to him. He sold his birthright to Jacob.
34 Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew. He ate and drank, rose up, and

went his way. So Esau despised his birthright.

26
1 There was a famine in the land, in addition to the first famine that was

in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to
Gerar.

2The LORD appeared to him, and said, “Don’t go down into Egypt. Live in
the land I will tell you about.

3Live in this land, and I will bewith you, andwill bless you. For I will give
to you, and to your offspring, all these lands, and I will establish the oath
which I swore to Abraham your father.

4 Iwillmultiply your offspring as the stars of the sky, andwill give all these
lands to your offspring. In your offspring all the nations of the earth will be
blessed,

5 because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my requirements, my
commandments, my statutes, andmy laws.”

6 Isaac lived in Gerar.
7Themenof the place askedhimabout hiswife. He said, “She ismy sister,”

for he was afraid to say, “My wife”, lest, he thought, “the men of the place
might kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to look at.”

8When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines
looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was caressing Rebekah,
his wife.

9Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Behold, surely she is your wife. Why
did you say, ‘She is my sister’?”
Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die because of her.’ ”

* 25:30 “Edom” means “red”.
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10 Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people
might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on
us!”

11Abimelechcommandedall thepeople, saying, “Hewho touches thisman
or his wife will surely be put to death.”

12 Isaac sowed in that land, andreaped in the sameyearonehundred times
what he planted. The LORD blessed him.

13 The man grew great, and grew more and more until he became very
great.

14He had possessions of flocks, possessions of herds, and a great house-
hold. The Philistines envied him.

15 Now all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of
Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped, and filled with earth.

16Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are much mightier
than we.”

17 Isaac departed from there, encamped in the valley of Gerar, and lived
there.

18 Isaac dug again the wells of water, which they had dug in the days of
Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of
Abraham. He called their names after the names by which his father had
called them.

19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and found there a well of flowing*
water.

20 The herdsmen of Gerar argued with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The
water is ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek,† because they
contended with him.

21They dug another well, and they argued over that, also. So he called its
name Sitnah.‡

22He left that place, andduganotherwell. Theydidn’t argueover that one.
So he called it Rehoboth.§ He said, “For now the LORD has made room for
us, and wewill be fruitful in the land.”

23Hewent up from there to Beersheba.
24 The LORD appeared to him the same night, and said, “I am the God of

Abraham your father. Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you, and will bless you,
andmultiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”

25He built an altar there, and called on the LORD’s name, and pitched his
tent there. There Isaac’s servants dug a well.

26Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his friend, and
Phicol the captain of his army.

27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, since you hate me, and
have sent me away from you?”

28 They said, “We saw plainly that the LORD was with you. We said, ‘Let
there now be an oath between us, even between us and you, and let’s make
a covenant with you,

29 that youwill do us noharm, aswehavenot touched you, and aswehave
done toyounothingbut good, andhave sentyouaway inpeace.’ Youarenow
the blessed of the LORD.”

30Hemade them a feast, and they ate and drank.

* 26:19 Or, living. Or, fresh. † 26:20 “Esek” means “contention”. ‡ 26:21 “Sitnah” means
“hostility”. § 26:22 “Rehoboth” means “broad places”.
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31 They rose up some time in the morning, and swore an oath to one
another. Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.

32 The same day, Isaac’s servants came, and told him concerning the well
which they had dug, and said to him, “We have foundwater.”

33He called it “Shibah”.* Therefore the name of the city is “Beersheba”† to
this day.

34When Esau was forty years old, he took as wife Judith, the daughter of
Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon the Hittite.

35They grieved Isaac’s and Rebekah’s spirits.

27
1When Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he

called Esau his elder son, and said to him, “My son?”
He said to him, “Here I am.”
2He said, “See now, I am old. I don’t know the day of my death.
3 Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow,

and go out to the field, and get me venison.
4Make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat,

and that my soul may bless you before I die.”
5Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. Esau went to the field

to hunt for venison, and to bring it.
6 Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, “Behold, I heard your father

speak to Esau your brother, saying,
7 ‘Bring me venison, and make me savory food, that I may eat, and bless

you before the LORD before my death.’
8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I com-

mand you.
9Go now to the flock and get me two good young goats from there. I will

make them savory food for your father, such as he loves.
10You shall bring it to your father, that hemay eat, so that hemaybless you

before his death.”
11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy

man, and I am a smoothman.
12What if my father touches me? I will seem to him as a deceiver, and I

would bring a curse onmyself, and not a blessing.”
13Hismother said to him, “Let your curse be onme,my son. Only obeymy

voice, and go get them for me.”
14 He went, and got them, and brought them to his mother. His mother

made savory food, such as his father loved.
15Rebekah took the good clothes of Esau, her elder son, which were with

her in the house, and put them on Jacob, her younger son.
16 She put the skins of the young goats on his hands, and on the smooth of

his neck.
17 She gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into

the hand of her son Jacob.
18He came to his father, and said, “My father?”
He said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?”

* 26:33 Shibahmeans “oath” or “seven”. † 26:33 Beersheba means “well of the oath” or “well of
the seven”
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19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have donewhat you
asked me to do. Please arise, sit and eat of my venison, that your soul may
bless me.”

20 Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?”
He said, “Because the LORD your God gaveme success.”
21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son,

whether you are really my son Esau or not.”
22 Jacob went near to Isaac his father. He felt him, and said, “The voice is

Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”
23He didn’t recognize him, because his hands were hairy, like his brother

Esau’s hands. So he blessed him.
24He said, “Are you really my son Esau?”
He said, “I am.”
25He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s venison, that my

soul may bless you.”
Hebrought it near to him, andhe ate. He brought himwine, andhe drank.
26His father Isaac said to him, “Come near now, and kiss me, my son.”
27He came near, and kissed him. He smelled the smell of his clothing, and

blessed him, and said,
“Behold, the smell of my son

is as the smell of a field which the LORD has blessed.
28God give you of the dew of the sky,

of the fatness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and newwine.

29Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers.
Let yourmother’s sons bow down to you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you.
Blessed be everyone who blesses you.”

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had just gone
out from the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his
hunting.

31He also made savory food, and brought it to his father. He said to his
father, “Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that your soul may
bless me.”

32 Isaac his father said to him, “Who are you?”
He said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”
33 Isaac trembled violently, and said, “Who, then, is he who has taken

venison, and brought it to me, and I have eaten of all before you came, and
have blessed him? Yes, he will be blessed.”

34When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly
great and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, my
father.”

35 He said, “Your brother came with deceit, and has taken away your
blessing.”

36He said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these
two times. He took away my birthright. See, now he has taken away my
blessing.” He said, “Haven’t you reserved a blessing for me?”
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37 Isaac answered Esau, “Behold, I have made him your lord, and all his
brothers I have given to him for servants. I have sustained him with grain
and newwine. What then will I do for you, my son?”

38Esau said to his father, “Do you have just one blessing, my father? Bless
me, evenme also, my father.” Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.

39 Isaac his father answered him,
“Behold, your dwelling will be of the fatness of the earth,
and of the dew of the sky from above.
40Youwill live by your sword, and you will serve your brother.
It will happen, when youwill break loose,
that you will shake his yoke from off your neck.”

41Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed
him. Esau said inhis heart, “Thedays ofmourning formy father are at hand.
Then I will kill my brother Jacob.”

42 The words of Esau, her elder son, were told to Rebekah. She sent and
called Jacob, her younger son, and said to him, “Behold, your brother Esau
comforts himself about you by planning to kill you.

43Now therefore, my son, obeymy voice. Arise, flee to Laban, my brother,
in Haran.

44 Stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns away—
45until yourbrother’s anger turnsaway fromyou, andhe forgetswhat you

have done to him. Then I will send, and get you from there. Why should I be
bereaved of you both in one day?”

46Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters
of Heth. If Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these, of the
daughters of the land, what good will my life dome?”

28
1 Isaac called Jacob, blessed him, and commanded him, “You shall not take

a wife of the daughters of Canaan.
2Arise, go to Paddan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father.

Take awife from there from the daughters of Laban, yourmother’s brother.
3May God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you,

that youmay be a company of peoples,
4 and give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your offspring with

you, that you may inherit the land where you travel, which God gave to
Abraham.”

5 Isaac sent Jacob away. Hewent to Paddan Aram to Laban, son of Bethuel
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.

6NowEsau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan
Aram, to take him awife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him
a command, saying, “You shall not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan;”

7and that Jacob obeyedhis father andhismother, andwas gone to Paddan
Aram.

8Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan didn’t please Isaac, his father.
9 So Esau went to Ishmael, and took, in addition to the wives that he had,

Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth, to
be his wife.

10 Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.
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11He came to a certain place, and stayed there all night, because the sun
had set. He took one of the stones of the place, and put it under his head, and
lay down in that place to sleep.

12He dreamed and saw a stairway set upon the earth, and its top reached
to heaven. Behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

13 Behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, “I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac. I will give the land you lie on to
you and to your offspring.

14 Your offspring will be as the dust of the earth, and you will spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. In
you and in your offspring, all the families of the earth will be blessed.

15 Behold, I am with you, and will keep you, wherever you go, and will
bring you again into this land. For I will not leave you until I have done that
which I have spoken of to you.”

16 Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I didn’t know it.”

17Hewas afraid, and said, “How awesome this place is! This is none other
than God’s house, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put
under his head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil on its top.

19He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the citywas Luz
at the first.

20 Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will be withme, and will keepme in
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and clothing to put on,

21 so that I come again tomy father’s house in peace, and the LORDwill be
my God,

22 then this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, will be God’s house. Of
all that you will give me I will surely give a tenth to you.”

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land of the children of

the east.
2He looked, and saw awell in the field, and saw three flocks of sheep lying

there by it. For out of that well they watered the flocks. The stone on the
well’s mouth was large.

3There all the flocks were gathered. They rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone back on the well’s mouth
in its place.

4 Jacob said to them, “My relatives, where are you from?”
They said, “We are fromHaran.”
5He said to them, “Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor?”
They said, “We know him.”
6He said to them, “Is it well with him?”
They said, “It is well. See, Rachel, his daughter, is coming with the sheep.”
7He said, “Behold, it is still the middle of the day, not time to gather the

livestock together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them.”
8 They said, “We can’t, until all the flocks are gathered together, and they

roll the stone from the well’s mouth. Then wewill water the sheep.”
9 While he was yet speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s

sheep, for she kept them.
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10WhenJacobsawRachel thedaughterofLaban, hismother’sbrother, and
the sheep of Laban, his mother’s brother, Jacob went near, and rolled the
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s
brother.

11 Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s relative, and that he was

Rebekah’s son. She ran and told her father.
13When Laban heard the news of Jacob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet

Jacob, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house.
Jacob told Laban all these things.

14Laban said to him, “Surely you aremy bone andmy flesh.” Jacob stayed
with him for amonth.

15Laban said to Jacob, “Because you aremy relative, should you therefore
serveme for nothing? Tell me, what will your wages be?”

16 Laban had two daughters. The name of the elder was Leah, and the
name of the younger was Rachel.

17Leah’s eyeswereweak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and attractive.
18 Jacob loved Rachel. He said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel,

your younger daughter.”
19Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you, than that I should give her

to another man. Stay withme.”
20 Jacob served sevenyears forRachel. They seemed tohimbut a fewdays,

for the love he had for her.
21 Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I

may go in to her.”
22Laban gathered together all the men of the place, andmade a feast.
23 In the evening, he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to Jacob. He

went in to her.
24Laban gave Zilpah his servant to his daughter Leah for a servant.
25 In themorning, behold, it was Leah! He said to Laban, “What is this you

have done to me? Didn’t I serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you
deceivedme?”

26Laban said, “It is not done so in our place, to give the younger before the
firstborn.

27 Fulfill the week of this one, and we will give you the other also for the
service which you will serve withme for sevenmore years.”

28 Jacob did so, and fulfilled herweek. He gave himRachel his daughter as
wife.

29Laban gaveBilhah, his servant, to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.
30Hewent in also to Rachel, and he loved also Rachelmore than Leah, and

served with him sevenmore years.
31 The LORD saw that Leah was hated, and he opened her womb, but

Rachel was barren.
32 Leah conceived, and bore a son, and she named him Reuben. For she

said, “Because the LORD has looked at my affliction; for now my husband
will loveme.”

33 She conceived again, and bore a son, and said, “Because the LORD has
heard that I am hated, he has therefore given me this son also.” She named
him Simeon.
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34 She conceived again, and bore a son. She said, “Now this time my
husband will be joined to me, because I have borne him three sons.”
Therefore his namewas called Levi.

35 She conceived again, and bore a son. She said, “This time I will praise
the LORD.” Therefore she named him Judah. Then she stopped bearing.

30
1 When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her

sister. She said to Jacob, “Giveme children, or else I will die.”
2 Jacob’s anger burned against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in God’s place,

who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?”
3She said, “Behold, mymaid Bilhah. Go in to her, that shemay bear onmy

knees, and I also may obtain children by her.”
4 She gave him Bilhah her servant as wife, and Jacob went in to her.
5Bilhah conceived, and bore Jacob a son.
6 Rachel said, “God has judged me, and has also heard my voice, and has

givenme a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan.
7Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, conceived again, and bore Jacob a second son.
8Rachel said, “I have wrestled withmy sister withmighty wrestlings, and

have prevailed.” She named himNaphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had finished bearing, she took Zilpah, her

servant, and gave her to Jacob as a wife.
10Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a son.
11Leah said, “How fortunate!” She named him Gad.
12Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a second son.
13 Leah said, “Happy am I, for the daughters will call me happy.” She

named him Asher.
14 Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in

the field, and brought them to his mother, Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah,
“Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”

15 Leah said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my
husband? Would you take awaymy son’s mandrakes, also?”
Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son’s man-

drakes.”
16 Jacobcame fromthefield in theevening, andLeahwentout tomeethim,

and said, “Youmust come in tome; for I have surely hired youwithmy son’s
mandrakes.”
He lay with her that night.
17God listened to Leah, and she conceived, and bore Jacob a fifth son.
18Leah said, “God has givenmemy hire, because I gave my servant to my

husband.” She named him Issachar.
19Leah conceived again, and bore a sixth son to Jacob.
20Leah said, “God has endowedme with a good dowry. Nowmy husband

will live with me, because I have borne him six sons.” She named him
Zebulun.

21Afterwards, she bore a daughter, and named her Dinah.
22 God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her, and opened her

womb.
23She conceived, bore a son, and said, “Godhas taken awaymy reproach.”
24She namedhim Joseph,* saying, “May the LORDadd another son tome.”

* 30:24 Josephmeans “may he add”.
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25When Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away,
that I may go to my own place, and tomy country.

26Givememywives andmy children for whom I have served you, and let
me go; for you knowmy service with which I have served you.”

27Laban said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, stay here, for
I have divined that the LORD has blessedme for your sake.”

28He said, “Appoint me your wages, and I will give it.”
29 Jacob said to him, “You know how I have served you, and how your

livestock have fared withme.
30 For it was little which you had before I came, and it has increased to a

multitude. The LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. Now when will I
provide for my own house also?”

31Laban said, “What shall I give you?”
Jacob said, “You shall not givemeanything. If youwill do this thing forme,

I will again feed your flock and keep it.
32 I will pass through all your flock today, removing from there every

speckled and spotted one, and every black one among the sheep, and the
spotted and speckled among the goats. This will be my hire.

33 So my righteousness will answer for me hereafter, when you come
concerning my hire that is before you. Every one that is not speckled and
spotted among the goats, and black among the sheep, thatmight bewithme,
will be considered stolen.”

34Laban said, “Behold, let it be according to your word.”
35 That day, he removed the male goats that were streaked and spotted,

and all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had
white in it, and all the black ones among the sheep, and gave them into the
hand of his sons.

36He set three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the
rest of Laban’s flocks.

37 Jacob took to himself rods of fresh poplar, almond, and plane tree,
peeled white streaks in them, and made the white appear which was in the
rods.

38He set the rods which he had peeled opposite the flocks in the watering
troughs where the flocks came to drink. They conceived when they came to
drink.

39The flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks produced streaked,
speckled, and spotted.

40 Jacob separated the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the
streaked and all the black in Laban’s flock. He put his owndroves apart, and
didn’t put them into Laban’s flock.

41 Whenever the stronger of the flock conceived, Jacob laid the rods in
front of the eyes of the flock in the watering troughs, that they might
conceive among the rods;

42 but when the flock were feeble, he didn’t put them in. So the feebler
were Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s.

43 The man increased exceedingly, and had large flocks, female servants
andmale servants, and camels and donkeys.
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31
1 Jacob heard Laban’s sons’ words, saying, “Jacob has taken away all that

was our father’s. He has obtained all this wealth from that which was our
father’s.”

2 Jacob saw the expression on Laban’s face, and, behold, it was not toward
him as before.

3The LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers, and to your
relatives, and I will be with you.”

4 Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field to his flock,
5and said to them, “I see the expression on your father’s face, that it is not

towardme as before; but the God of my father has been withme.
6You know that I have served your father with all of my strength.
7Your father has deceived me, and changed my wages ten times, but God

didn’t allow him to hurt me.
8 If he said, ‘The speckled will be your wages,’ then all the flock bore

speckled. If he said, ‘The streakedwill be yourwages,’ then all the flock bore
streaked.

9Thus God has taken away your father’s livestock, and given them tome.
10 During mating season, I lifted up my eyes, and saw in a dream, and

behold, the male goats which leaped on the flock were streaked, speckled,
and grizzled.

11The angel of God said tome in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am.’
12 He said, ‘Now lift up your eyes, and behold, all the male goats which

leap on the flock are streaked, speckled, and grizzled, for I have seen all that
Laban does to you.

13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where you vowed a
vow to me. Now arise, get out from this land, and return to the land of your
birth.’ ”

14Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is there yet any portion or inheritance
for us in our father’s house?

15Aren’t we considered as foreigners by him? For he has sold us, and has
also used up ourmoney.

16 For all the riches which God has taken away from our father are ours
and our children’s. Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.”

17Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives on the camels,
18and he took away all his livestock, and all his possessions which he had

gathered, including the livestock which he had gained in Paddan Aram, to
go to Isaac his father, to the land of Canaan.

19NowLaban had gone to shear his sheep; and Rachel stole the teraphim*
that were her father’s.

20 Jacob deceived Laban the Syrian, in that he didn’t tell him that he was
running away.

21So he fledwith all that he had. He rose up, passed over the River, and set
his face toward themountain of Gilead.

22Labanwas told on the third day that Jacob had fled.
23He tookhis relativeswithhim, andpursuedhimsevendays’ journey. He

overtook him in themountain of Gilead.
24God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream of the night, and said to him,

“Be careful that you don’t speak to Jacob either good or bad.”
* 31:19 teraphimwere household idols thatmay have been associatedwith inheritance rights to the
household property.
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25 Laban caught up with Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the
mountain, and Laban with his relatives encamped in the mountain of
Gilead.

26Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done, that you have deceived me,
and carried awaymy daughters like captives of the sword?

27Whydidyouflee secretly, anddeceiveme, anddidn’t tellme, that Imight
have sent you away with mirth and with songs, with tambourine and with
harp;

28 and didn’t allow me to kiss my sons and my daughters? Now have you
done foolishly.

29 It is in thepowerofmyhand tohurtyou, but theGodofyour father spoke
tome last night, saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t speak to Jacob either good
or bad.’

30Now, you want to be gone, because you greatly longed for your father’s
house, but why have you stolenmy gods?”

31 JacobansweredLaban, “Because Iwas afraid, for I said, ‘Lest you should
take your daughters fromme by force.’

32 Anyone you find your gods with shall not live. Before our relatives,
discern what is yours with me, and take it.” For Jacob didn’t know that
Rachel had stolen them.

33 Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the
two female servants; but he didn’t find them. He went out of Leah’s tent,
and entered into Rachel’s tent.

34NowRachel had taken the teraphim, put them in the camel’s saddle, and
sat on them. Laban felt around all the tent, but didn’t find them.

35 She said to her father, “Don’t let my lord be angry that I can’t rise up
before you; for I’m having my period.” He searched, but didn’t find the
teraphim.

36 Jacobwas angry, andarguedwithLaban. Jacob answeredLaban, “What
is my trespass? What is my sin, that you have hotly pursuedme?

37Now that you have felt around in all my stuff, what have you found of
all your household stuff? Set it here before my relatives and your relatives,
that theymay judge between us two.

38 “These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female
goats have not cast their young, and I haven’t eaten the rams of your flocks.

39That which was torn of animals, I didn’t bring to you. I bore its loss. Of
my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night.

40 This was my situation: in the day the drought consumed me, and the
frost by night; andmy sleep fled frommy eyes.

41 These twenty years I have been in your house. I served you fourteen
years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have
changedmywages ten times.

42Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac,
hadbeenwithme, surely nowyouwouldhave sentmeawayempty. Godhas
seenmy affliction and the labor of my hands, and rebuked you last night.”

43Laban answered Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children
aremy children, the flocks aremy flocks, and all that you see is mine! What
can I do today to these my daughters, or to their children whom they have
borne?

44 Now come, let’s make a covenant, you and I. Let it be for a witness
betweenme and you.”
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45 Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.
46 Jacob said to his relatives, “Gather stones.” They took stones, andmade

a heap. They ate there by the heap.
47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,† but Jacob called it Galeed.‡
48Laban said, “Thisheap iswitnessbetweenmeandyou today.” Therefore

it was named Galeed
49 and Mizpah, for he said, “The LORD watch between me and you, when

we are absent one from another.
50 If you afflict my daughters, or if you take wives in addition to my

daughters, noman is with us; behold, God is witness betweenme and you.”
51 Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap, and see the pillar, which I have set

betweenme and you.
52May this heap be a witness, and the pillar be a witness, that I will not

pass over this heap to you, and that youwill not pass over this heap and this
pillar to me, for harm.

53TheGodofAbraham, and theGodofNahor, theGodof their father, judge
between us.” Then Jacob swore by the fear of his father, Isaac.

54 Jacob offered a sacrifice in the mountain, and called his relatives to eat
bread. They ate bread, and stayed all night in themountain.

55 Early in the morning, Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his
daughters, and blessed them. Laban departed and returned to his place.

32
1 Jacob went on his way, and the angels of Godmet him.
2When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is God’s army.” He called the name

of that place Mahanaim.*
3 Jacob sent messengers in front of him to Esau, his brother, to the land of

Seir, the field of Edom.
4He commanded them, saying, “This is what you shall tell my lord, Esau:

‘This iswhatyour servant, Jacob, says. I have livedasa foreignerwithLaban,
and stayed until now.

5 I have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have
sent to tell my lord, that I may find favor in your sight.’ ”

6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother
Esau. He is coming to meet you, and four hundredmen are with him.”

7Then Jacobwas greatly afraid andwas distressed. He divided the people
who were with him, along with the flocks, the herds, and the camels, into
two companies.

8 He said, “If Esau comes to the one company, and strikes it, then the
company which is left will escape.”

9 Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the
LORD, who said to me, ‘Return to your country, and to your relatives, and I
will do you good,’

10 I am not worthy of the least of all the loving kindnesses, and of all the
truth, which youhave shown to your servant; forwith justmy staff I crossed
over this Jordan; and now I have become two companies.

11 Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau;
for I fear him, lest he come and strikeme and themotherswith the children.
† 31:47 “Jegar Sahadutha” means “Witness Heap” in Aramaic. ‡ 31:47 “Galeed” means “Witness
Heap” in Hebrew. * 32:2 “Mahanaim” means “two camps”.
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12You said, ‘I will surely do you good, andmake your offspring as the sand
of the sea, which can’t be counted because there are somany.’ ”

13He stayed there that night, and took from that which he had with him a
present for Esau, his brother:

14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes
and twenty rams,

15 thirty milk camels and their colts, forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female
donkeys and ten foals.

16He delivered them into the hands of his servants, every herd by itself,
and said to his servants, “Pass over beforeme, andput a space betweenherd
and herd.”

17He commanded the foremost, saying, “When Esau, my brother, meets
you, and asks you, saying, ‘Whose are you? Where are you going? Whose
are these before you?’

18Then you shall say, ‘They are your servant, Jacob’s. It is a present sent to
my lord, Esau. Behold, he also is behind us.’ ”

19He commanded also the second, and the third, and all that followed the
herds, saying, “This is how you shall speak to Esau, when you find him.

20 You shall say, ‘Not only that, but behold, your servant, Jacob, is behind
us.’ ” For, he said, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me,
and afterward I will see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.”

21So the present passed over before him, and he himself stayed that night
in the camp.

22He rose up that night, and took his twowives, and his two servants, and
his eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of the Jabbok.

23He took them, and sent them over the stream, and sent over that which
he had.

24 Jacob was left alone, and wrestled with a man there until the breaking
of the day.

25When he saw that he didn’t prevail against him, the man touched the
hollow of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained as he
wrestled.

26Theman said, “Let me go, for the day breaks.”
Jacob said, “I won’t let you go unless you bless me.”
27He said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob”.
28He said, “Your name will no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you

have fought with God andwithmen, and have prevailed.”
29 Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
Hesaid, “Why is it that youaskwhatmyname is?” Soheblessedhim there.
30 Jacob called the name of the place Peniel;† for he said, “I have seen God

face to face, andmy life is preserved.”
31The sun rose on him as he passed over Peniel, and he limped because of

his thigh.
32Therefore thechildrenof Israeldon’t eat the sinewof thehip,which ison

the hollow of the thigh, to this day, because he touched the hollow of Jacob’s
thigh in the sinew of the hip.

† 32:30 Peniel means “face of God”.
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33
1 Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau was coming, and

with him four hundredmen. He divided the children between Leah, Rachel,
and the two servants.

2He put the servants and their children in front, Leah and her children
after, and Rachel and Joseph at the rear.

3Hehimself passedover in frontof them, andbowedhimself to theground
seven times, until he came near to his brother.

4 Esau ran to meet him, embraced him, fell on his neck, kissed him, and
they wept.

5 He lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said,
“Who are these with you?”
He said, “The children whomGod has graciously given your servant.”
6 Then the servants came near with their children, and they bowed

themselves.
7 Leah also and her children came near, and bowed themselves. After

them, Joseph came near with Rachel, and they bowed themselves.
8Esau said, “What do youmean by all this company which I met?”
Jacob said, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.”
9Esau said, “I have enough,mybrother; let thatwhich youhave be yours.”
10 Jacob said, “Please, no, if I have now found favor in your sight, then

receive my present at my hand, because I have seen your face, as one sees
the face of God, and youwere pleased withme.

11 Please take the gift that I brought to you, because God has dealt
graciouslywithme, and because I have enough.” He urged him, and he took
it.

12Esau said, “Let’s take our journey, and let’s go, and I will go before you.”
13 Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are tender, and that

the flocks and herds with me have their young, and if they overdrive them
one day, all the flocks will die.

14Please letmy lord pass over before his servant, and I will lead on gently,
according to the pace of the livestock that are before me and according to
the pace of the children, until I come tomy lord to Seir.”

15Esau said, “Let me now leave with you some of the people who are with
me.”
He said, “Why? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.”
16 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir.
17 Jacob traveled to Succoth, built himself a house, and made shelters for

his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.*
18 Jacob came in peace to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of

Canaan, when he came from Paddan Aram; and encamped before the city.
19Hebought theparcel of groundwherehehadspreadhis tent, at thehand

of thechildrenofHamor, Shechem’s father, foronehundredpiecesofmoney.
20He erected an altar there, and called it El Elohe Israel.†

34
1Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob, went out to see the

daughters of the land.

* 33:17 succoth means shelters or booths. † 33:20 El Elohe Israel means “God, the God of Israel”
or “The God of Israel is mighty”.
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2Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her. He
took her, lay with her, and humbled her.

3His soul joined to Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the young
lady, and spoke kindly to the young lady.

4Shechem spoke to his father, Hamor, saying, “Getme this young lady as a
wife.”

5Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah, his daughter; and his sons
were with his livestock in the field. Jacob held his peace until they came.

6Hamor the father of Shechemwent out to Jacob to talk with him.
7 The sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it. The men

were grieved, and they were very angry, because he had done folly in Israel
in lying with Jacob’s daughter, a thing that ought not to be done.

8Hamor talkedwith them, saying, “The soul ofmy son, Shechem, longs for
your daughter. Please give her to him as a wife.

9 Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our
daughters for yourselves.

10You shall dwell with us, and the land will be before you. Live and trade
in it, and get possessions in it.”

11 Shechem said to her father and to her brothers, “Let me find favor in
your eyes, and whatever you will tell me I will give.

12Askme a great amount for a dowry, and I will give whatever you ask of
me, but give me the young lady as a wife.”

13The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father with deceit
when they spoke, because he had defiled Dinah their sister,

14and said to them, “We can’t do this thing, to give our sister to onewho is
uncircumcised; for that is a reproach to us.

15Only on this condition will we consent to you. If you will be as we are,
that everymale of you be circumcised,

16 thenwill we give our daughters to you; andwewill take your daughters
to us, and wewill dwell with you, and wewill become one people.

17But if youwill not listen to us and be circumcised, thenwewill take our
sister,* and wewill be gone.”

18Their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, Hamor’s son.
19 The young man didn’t wait to do this thing, because he had delight in

Jacob’s daughter, and he was honored above all the house of his father.
20Hamor and Shechem, his son, came to the gate of their city, and talked

with themen of their city, saying,
21 “These men are peaceful with us. Therefore let them live in the land

and trade in it. For behold, the land is large enough for them. Let’s take their
daughters to us for wives, and let’s give them our daughters.

22 Only on this condition will the men consent to us to live with us, to
become one people, if every male among us is circumcised, as they are
circumcised.

23Won’t their livestockand theirpossessionsandall theiranimalsbeours?
Only let’s give our consent to them, and they will dwell with us.”

24Allwhowentoutof thegateofhis city listened toHamor, and toShechem
his son; and everymale was circumcised, all whowent out of the gate of his
city.

* 34:17 Hebrew has, literally, “daughter”
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25On the third day, when they were sore, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and
Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword, came upon the unsuspecting
city, and killed all the males.

26 They killed Hamor and Shechem, his son, with the edge of the sword,
and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house, and went away.

27 Jacob’s sons came on the dead, and plundered the city, because they had
defiled their sister.

28They took their flocks, their herds, their donkeys, that which was in the
city, that which was in the field,

29 and all their wealth. They took captive all their little ones and their
wives, and took as plunder everything that was in the house.

30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have troubled me, to make me odi-
ous to the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites.
I am few in number. They will gather themselves together against me and
strike me, and I will be destroyed, I andmy house.”

31They said, “Should he deal with our sister as with a prostitute?”

35
1God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel, and live there. Make there an

altar to God, who appeared to youwhen you fled from the face of Esau your
brother.”

2 Then Jacob said to his household, and to all who were with him, “Put
away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change
your garments.

3 Let’s arise, and go up to Bethel. I will make there an altar to God, who
answeredme in the day ofmy distress, andwaswithme on thewaywhich I
went.”

4 They gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hands, and
the rings whichwere in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oakwhich
was by Shechem.

5 They traveled, and a terror of God was on the cities that were around
them, and they didn’t pursue the sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he
and all the people whowere with him.

7He built an altar there, and called the place El Beth El; because there God
was revealed to him, when he fled from the face of his brother.

8Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and shewas buried below Bethel under
the oak; and its namewas called Allon Bacuth.

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan Aram, and
blessed him.

10God said to him, “Your name is Jacob. Your name shall not be Jacob any
more, but your namewill be Israel.” He named him Israel.

11God said to him, “I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply. A nation
and a company of nations will be from you, and kings will come out of your
body.

12The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, and to
your offspring after you I will give the land.”

13Godwent up from him in the place where he spoke with him.
14 Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he spoke with him, a pillar of

stone. He poured out a drink offering on it, and poured oil on it.
15 Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him “Bethel”.



Genesis 35:16 51 Genesis 36:11

16 They traveled from Bethel. There was still some distance to come to
Ephrath, and Rachel travailed. She had hard labor.

17When she was in hard labor, the midwife said to her, “Don’t be afraid,
for now youwill have another son.”

18 As her soul was departing (for she died), she named him Benoni,* but
his father named him Benjamin.†

19Rachel died, and was buried on the way to Ephrath (also called Bethle-
hem).

20 Jacob set up apillar onher grave. The same is the Pillar of Rachel’s grave
to this day.

21 Israel traveled, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Eder.
22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah, his

father’s concubine, and Israel heard of it.
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.
23 The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah,

Issachar, and Zebulun.
24The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
25The sons of Bilhah (Rachel’s servant): Dan and Naphtali.
26 The sons of Zilpah (Leah’s servant): Gad and Asher. These are the sons

of Jacob, whowere born to him in Paddan Aram.
27 Jacob came to Isaac his father, to Mamre, to Kiriath Arba (which is

Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac lived as foreigners.
28The days of Isaac were one hundred eighty years.
29 Isaac gaveup the spirit anddied, andwas gathered tohis people, old and

full of days. Esau and Jacob, his sons, buried him.

36
1Now this is the history of the generations of Esau (that is, Edom).
2 Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter

of Elon, the Hittite; and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter of
Zibeon, the Hivite;

3and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebaioth.
4Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz. Basemath bore Reuel.
5Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau,

whowere born to him in the land of Canaan.
6 Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his

household, with his livestock, all his animals, and all his possessions, which
he had gathered in the land of Canaan, and went into a land away from his
brother Jacob.

7For their substancewas too great for them to dwell together, and the land
of their travels couldn’t bear them because of their livestock.

8Esau lived in the hill country of Seir. Esau is Edom.
9 This is the history of the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites

in the hill country of Seir:
10 these are the names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz, the son of Adah, the wife of

Esau; and Reuel, the son of Basemath, the wife of Esau.
11The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.

* 35:18 “Benoni” means “son of my trouble”. † 35:18 “Benjamin” means “son of my right hand”.
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12 Timna was concubine to Eliphaz, Esau’s son; and she bore to Eliphaz
Amalek. These are the descendants of Adah, Esau’s wife.

13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.
These were the descendants of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

14Thesewere the sons of Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter
of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

15These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn
of Esau: chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho, chief Kenaz,

16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief Amalek. These are the chiefs who came
of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. These are the sons of Adah.

17These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief
Shammah, chiefMizzah. These are the chiefs who came of Reuel in the land
of Edom. These are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

18These are the sons of Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: chief Jeush, chief Jalam,
chief Korah. These are the chiefs who came of Oholibamah the daughter of
Anah, Esau’s wife.

19These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are their chiefs.
20These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan,

Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,
21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These are the chiefs who came of the Horites,

the children of Seir in the land of Edom.
22The children of Lotan were Hori and Heman. Lotan’s sister was Timna.
23 These are the children of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and

Onam.
24 These are the children of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. This is Anah who

found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he fed the donkeys of Zibeon his
father.

25These are the children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah, the daughter
of Anah.

26These are the children of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.
27These are the children of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.
28These are the children of Dishan: Uz and Aran.
29These are the chiefs who came of the Horites: chief Lotan, chief Shobal,

chief Zibeon, chief Anah,
30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief Dishan. These are the chiefs who

came of the Horites, according to their chiefs in the land of Seir.
31 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king

reigned over the children of Israel.
32 Bela, the son of Beor, reigned in Edom. The name of his city was

Dinhabah.
33Bela died, and Jobab, the son of Zerah of Bozrah, reigned in his place.
34 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his

place.
35Husham died, and Hadad, the son of Bedad, who struck Midian in the

field of Moab, reigned in his place. The name of his city was Avith.
36Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.
37 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by the river, reigned in his place.
38 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.
39Baal Hanan the son of Achbor died, andHadar reigned in his place. The

name of his city was Pau. His wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of
Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.
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40 These are the names of the chiefs who came from Esau, according to
their families, after their places, and by their names: chief Timna, chief
Alvah, chief Jetheth,

41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,
42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These are the chiefs of Edom, according

to their habitations in the land of their possession. This is Esau, the father of
the Edomites.

37
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s travels, in the land of Canaan.
2 This is the history of the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen

years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. Joseph brought an evil report
of them to their father.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the
son of his old age, and hemade him a tunic of many colors.

4His brothers saw that their father loved himmore than all his brothers,
and they hated him, and couldn’t speak peaceably to him.

5 Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brothers, and they hated
him all the more.

6He said to them, “Please hear this dreamwhich I have dreamed:
7 for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf

arose and also stood upright; and behold, your sheaves came around, and
bowed down tomy sheaf.”

8His brothers asked him, “Will you indeed reign over us? Will you indeed
have dominion over us?” They hated him all the more for his dreams and
for his words.

9 He dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brothers, and said,
“Behold, I have dreamed yet another dream: and behold, the sun and the
moon and eleven stars bowed down tome.”

10He told it to his father and to his brothers. His father rebuked him, and
said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Will I and your
mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves down to the earth
before you?”

11His brothers envied him, but his father kept this saying inmind.
12His brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem.
13 Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers feeding the flock in

Shechem? Come, and I will send you to them.” He said to him, “Here I am.”
14He said to him, “Go now, see whether it is well with your brothers, and

well with the flock; and bring me word again.” So he sent him out of the
valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

15 A certain man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the field.
Theman asked him, “What are you looking for?”

16He said, “I am looking for my brothers. Tell me, please, where they are
feeding the flock.”

17 The man said, “They have left here, for I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to
Dothan.’ ”
Joseph went after his brothers, and found them in Dothan.
18They sawhimafar off, and before he camenear to them, they conspired

against him to kill him.
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19They said to one another, “Behold, this dreamer comes.
20Come now therefore, and let’s kill him, and cast him into one of the pits,

and we will say, ‘An evil animal has devoured him.’ We will see what will
become of his dreams.”

21 Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of their hand, and said, “Let’s
not take his life.”

22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in
the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might deliver him out of
their hand, to restore him to his father.

23When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the
tunic of many colors that was on him;

24and they took him, and threwhim into the pit. The pitwas empty. There
was no water in it.

25 They sat down to eat bread, and they lifted up their eyes and looked,
and sawa caravanof Ishmaeliteswas coming fromGilead,with their camels
bearing spices and balm andmyrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and
conceal his blood?

27 Come, and let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not let our hand be on
him; for he is our brother, our flesh.” His brothers listened to him.

28Midianites whoweremerchants passed by, and they drew and lifted up
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of
silver. Themerchants brought Joseph into Egypt.

29Reuben returned to the pit, and saw that Josephwasn’t in the pit; and he
tore his clothes.

30Hereturned tohisbrothers, and said, “Thechild isnomore; and I,where
will I go?”

31They took Joseph’s tunic, and killed amale goat, and dipped the tunic in
the blood.

32 They took the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father,
and said, “We have found this. Examine it, now, and see if it is your son’s
tunic or not.”

33 He recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s tunic. An evil animal has
devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces.”

34 Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for
his sonmany days.

35All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused
to be comforted. He said, “For Iwill go down to Sheol* tomy son,mourning.”
His father wept for him.

36 The Midianites sold him into Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s,
the captain of the guard.

38
1 At that time, Judah went down from his brothers, and visited a certain

Adullamite, whose namewas Hirah.
2There, Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite man named Shua.

He took her, and went in to her.
3 She conceived, and bore a son; and he named him Er.
4 She conceived again, and bore a son; and she named him Onan.
5She yet again bore a son, and named him Shelah. Hewas at Chezibwhen

she bore him.
* 37:35 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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6 Judah took a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her namewas Tamar.
7Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD killed

him.
8 Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife, and perform the duty

of a husband’s brother to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.”
9Onan knew that the offspring wouldn’t be his; and when he went in to

his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground, lest he should give
offspring to his brother.

10 The thing which he did was evil in the LORD’s sight, and he killed him
also.

11Then Judahsaid toTamar, hisdaughter-in-law, “Remainawidow inyour
father’s house, until Shelah, my son, is grown up;” for he said, “Lest he also
die, like his brothers.” Tamar went and lived in her father’s house.

12 After many days, Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, died. Judah was
comforted, and went up to his sheep shearers to Timnah, he and his friend
Hirah, the Adullamite.

13 Tamar was told, “Behold, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to
shear his sheep.”

14 She took off the garments of her widowhood, and covered herself with
her veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the gate of Enaim, which is on the
way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelahwas grown up, and shewasn’t given
to him as a wife.

15When Judah saw her, he thought that she was a prostitute, for she had
covered her face.

16He turned to her by the way, and said, “Please come, let me come in to
you,” for he didn’t know that she was his daughter-in-law.
She said, “What will you give me, that youmay come in to me?”
17He said, “I will send you a young goat from the flock.”
She said, “Will you give me a pledge, until you send it?”
18He said, “What pledge will I give you?”
She said, “Your signet and your cord, and your staff that is in your hand.”
He gave them to her, and came in to her, and she conceived by him.
19 She arose, and went away, and put off her veil from her, and put on the

garments of her widowhood.
20 Judah sent the young goat by the hand of his friend, the Adullamite, to

receive the pledge from the woman’s hand, but he didn’t find her.
21 Then he asked the men of her place, saying, “Where is the prostitute,

that was at Enaim by the road?”
They said, “There has been no prostitute here.”
22He returned to Judah, and said, “I haven’t found her; and also the men

of the place said, ‘There has been no prostitute here.’ ”
23 Judah said, “Let her keep it, lest we be shamed. Behold, I sent this young

goat, and you haven’t found her.”
24 About three months later, Judah was told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-

law, has played the prostitute. Moreover, behold, she is with child by
prostitution.”
Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.”
25When she was brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, “I am

with child by themanwhoowns these.” She also said, “Please discernwhose
these are—the signet, and the cords, and the staff.”
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26 Judah acknowledged them, and said, “She is more righteous than I,
because I didn’t give her to Shelah, my son.”
He knew her again nomore.
27 In the time of her travail, behold, twins were in her womb.
28When she travailed, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied

a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This came out first.”
29As he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came out, and she said,

“Whyhave youmade a breach for yourself?” Therefore his namewas called
Perez.*

30Afterwardhis brother cameout,whohad the scarlet threadonhis hand,
and his namewas called Zerah.†

39
1 Joseph was brought down to Egypt. Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s,

the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the hand of the
Ishmaelites that had brought him down there.

2The LORDwaswith Joseph, and hewas a prosperousman. Hewas in the
house of his master the Egyptian.

3Hismaster saw that the LORDwaswith him, and that the LORDmade all
that he did prosper in his hand.

4 Joseph found favor inhis sight. Heministered tohim, andPotipharmade
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.

5From the time that he made him overseer in his house, and over all that
he had, the LORDblessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake. The LORD’s
blessing was on all that he had, in the house and in the field.

6He left all that he had in Joseph’s hand. He didn’t concern himself with
anything, except for the food which he ate.
Joseph was well-built and handsome.
7After these things, his master’s wife set her eyes on Joseph; and she said,

“Lie withme.”
8But he refused, and said to hismaster’s wife, “Behold, mymaster doesn’t

know what is with me in the house, and he has put all that he has into my
hand.

9 No one is greater in this house than I am, and he has not kept back
anything fromme but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?”

10As she spoke to Joseph day by day, he didn’t listen to her, to lie by her, or
to be with her.

11About this time, he went into the house to do his work, and there were
none of themen of the house inside.

12 She caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie withme!”
He left his garment in her hand, and ran outside.
13When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and had run

outside,
14 she called to the men of her house, and spoke to them, saying, “Behold,

he has brought a Hebrew in to us to mock us. He came in to me to lie with
me, and I cried with a loud voice.

15When he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment
byme, and ran outside.”

16 She laid up his garment by her, until his master came home.

* 38:29 Perez means “breaking out”. † 38:30 Zerahmeans “scarlet” or “brightness”.
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17 She spoke to him according to these words, saying, “The Hebrew
servant, whom you have brought to us, came in to me tomockme,

18and as I lifted upmy voice and cried, he left his garment byme, and ran
outside.”

19When his master heard the words of his wife, which she spoke to him,
saying, “This is what your servant did to me,” his wrath was kindled.

20 Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, the place where
the king’s prisoners were bound, and he was there in custody.

21But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed kindness to him, and gave
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

22 The keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners
whowere in the prison. Whatever they did there, he was responsible for it.

23 The keeper of the prison didn’t look after anything that was under his
hand, because the LORD was with him; and that which he did, the LORD
made it prosper.

40
1After these things, the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker offended

their lord, the king of Egypt.
2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cup bearer and the

chief baker.
3He put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, into the

prison, the place where Joseph was bound.
4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he took care of

them. They stayed in prisonmany days.
5Theybothdreamedadream, eachmanhisdream, inonenight, eachman

according to the interpretation of his dream, the cup bearer and the baker
of the king of Egypt, who were bound in the prison.

6 Joseph came in to them in themorning, and saw them, and saw that they
were sad.

7HeaskedPharaoh’s officerswhowerewithhim in custody inhismaster’s
house, saying, “Why do you look so sad today?”

8 They said to him, “We have dreamed a dream, and there is no one who
can interpret it.”
Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Please tell it to

me.”
9 The chief cup bearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In my

dream, behold, a vine was in front of me,
10 and in the vine were three branches. It was as though it budded, it

blossomed, and its clusters produced ripe grapes.
11Pharaoh’s cupwas inmy hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them

into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.”
12 Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: the three branches are

three days.
13Within threemore days, Pharaohwill lift up your head, and restore you

to your office. You will give Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, the way you did
when youwere his cup bearer.

14But remembermewhen it iswellwith you. Please showkindness tome,
andmakemention of me to Pharaoh, and bringme out of this house.

15 For indeed, I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, and here
also I have done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.”
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16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to
Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and behold, three baskets of white bread
were onmy head.

17 In the uppermost basket therewere all kinds of baked food for Pharaoh,
and the birds ate them out of the basket onmy head.”

18 Joseph answered, “This is its interpretation. The three baskets are three
days.

19Within threemoredays, Pharaohwill lift upyourhead fromoffyou, and
will hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from off you.”

20On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a feast for all
his servants, and he lifted up the head of the chief cup bearer and the head
of the chief baker among his servants.

21He restored the chief cup bearer to his position again, and he gave the
cup into Pharaoh’s hand;

22but he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them.
23Yet the chief cup bearer didn’t remember Joseph, but forgot him.

41
1At the end of two full years, Pharaoh dreamed, and behold, he stood by

the river.
2 Behold, seven cattle came up out of the river. They were sleek and fat,

and they fed in themarsh grass.
3Behold, seven other cattle came up after them out of the river, ugly and

thin, and stood by the other cattle on the brink of the river.
4The ugly and thin cattle ate up the seven sleek and fat cattle. So Pharaoh

awoke.
5He slept and dreamed a second time; and behold, seven heads of grain

came up on one stalk, healthy and good.
6Behold, sevenheads of grain, thin andblastedwith the eastwind, sprung

up after them.
7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy and full ears.

Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream.
8 In the morning, his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all of

Egypt’s magicians and wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there
was no one who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

9 Then the chief cup bearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying, “I remember my
faults today.

10Pharaohwasangrywithhis servants, andputme incustody in thehouse
of the captain of the guard, with the chief baker.

11 We dreamed a dream in one night, he and I. Each man dreamed
according to the interpretation of his dream.

12There was with us there a youngman, a Hebrew, servant to the captain
of the guard, and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams. He
interpreted to eachman according to his dream.

13As he interpreted to us, so it was. He restored me to my office, and he
hanged him.”

14Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out
of the dungeon. He shaved himself, changed his clothing, and came in to
Pharaoh.
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15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have dreamed a dream, and there is no one
who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you, thatwhen youhear a dream
you can interpret it.”

16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It isn’t inme. Godwill give Pharaoh
an answer of peace.”

17Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, “In my dream, behold, I stood on the brink of
the river;

18and behold, seven fat and sleek cattle came up out of the river. They fed
in themarsh grass;

19 and behold, seven other cattle came up after them, poor and very ugly
and thin, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for ugliness.

20The thin and ugly cattle ate up the first seven fat cattle;
21 and when they had eaten them up, it couldn’t be known that they had

eaten them, but they were still ugly, as at the beginning. So I awoke.
22 I saw in my dream, and behold, seven heads of grain came up on one

stalk, full and good;
23 and behold, seven heads of grain, withered, thin, and blasted with the

east wind, sprung up after them.
24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads of grain. I

told it to themagicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.”
25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dream of Pharaoh is one. What God is

about to do he has declared to Pharaoh.
26The sevengood cattle are sevenyears; and the sevengoodheads of grain

are seven years. The dream is one.
27The seven thin and ugly cattle that came up after them are seven years,

and also the seven empty heads of grain blastedwith the eastwind; theywill
be seven years of famine.

28 That is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown
Pharaoh what he is about to do.

29Behold, seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt are
coming.

30 Seven years of famine will arise after them, and all the plenty will be
forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land,

31 and the plenty will not be known in the land by reason of that famine
which follows; for it will be very grievous.

32The dreamwas doubled to Pharaoh, because the thing is established by
God, and Godwill shortly bring it to pass.

33 “Now therefore let Pharaoh look for a discreet and wise man, and set
him over the land of Egypt.

34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint overseers over the land, and
take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt’s produce in the seven plenteous
years.

35 Let them gather all the food of these good years that come, and store
grain under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it.

36 The food will be to supply the land against the seven years of famine,
which will be in the land of Egypt; so that the land will not perish through
the famine.”

37 The thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his
servants.

38 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in
whom is the Spirit of God?”
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39Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because God has shown you all of this, there is
no one so discreet and wise as you.

40 You shall be over my house. All my people will be ruled according to
your word. Only in the throne I will be greater than you.”

41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.”

42 Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand, and put it on Joseph’s
hand, and arrayed him in robes of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his
neck.

43Hemadehimride in the second chariotwhichhehad. They criedbefore
him, “Bow the knee!” He set him over all the land of Egypt.

44 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh. Without you, no man shall lift
up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”

45 Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-Paneah. He gave him Asen-
ath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On as a wife. Joseph went out over
the land of Egypt.

46 Josephwas thirty years oldwhenhe stoodbefore Pharaohking of Egypt.
Josephwent out from the presence of Pharaoh, andwent throughout all the
land of Egypt.

47 In the seven plenteous years the earth produced abundantly.
48He gathered up all the food of the seven years whichwere in the land of

Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities. He stored food in each city from the
fields around that city.

49 Joseph laid up grain as the sand of the sea, very much, until he stopped
counting, for it was without number.

50 To Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came, whom
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore to him.

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh,* “For”, he said, “God
hasmademe forget all my toil, and all my father’s house.”

52 The name of the second, he called Ephraim:† “For God has made me
fruitful in the land of my affliction.”

53The seven years of plenty, thatwere in the land of Egypt, came to an end.
54The seven years of famine began to come, just as Joseph had said. There

was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.
55When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh

for bread, and Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says
to you, do.”

56The famine was over all the surface of the earth. Joseph opened all the
store houses, and sold to the Egyptians. The famine was severe in the land
of Egypt.

57 All countries came into Egypt, to Joseph, to buy grain, because the
famine was severe in all the earth.

42
1Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons,

“Why do you look at one another?”
2Hesaid, “Behold, I haveheard that there is grain inEgypt. Godown there,

and buy for us from there, so that wemay live, and not die.”
* 41:51 “Manasseh” sounds like the Hebrew for “forget”. † 41:52 “Ephraim” sounds like the
Hebrew for “twice fruitful”.
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3 Joseph’s ten brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt.
4 But Jacob didn’t send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers; for

he said, “Lest perhaps harm happen to him.”
5 The sons of Israel came to buy among those who came, for the famine

was in the land of Canaan.
6 Joseph was the governor over the land. It was he who sold to all the

people of the land. Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed themselves down
to himwith their faces to the earth.

7 Joseph saw his brothers, and he recognized them, but acted like a
stranger to them, and spoke roughly with them. He said to them, “Where
did you come from?”
They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.”
8 Joseph recognized his brothers, but they didn’t recognize him.
9 Joseph remembered the dreamswhichhedreamedabout them, and said

to them, “You are spies! You have come to see the nakedness of the land.”
10They said to him, “No,my lord, but your servants have come tobuy food.
11We are all one man’s sons; we are honest men. Your servants are not

spies.”
12 He said to them, “No, but you have come to see the nakedness of the

land!”
13They said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of oneman

in the land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest is todaywith our father, and
one is nomore.”

14 Joseph said to them, “It is like I told you, saying, ‘You are spies!’
15 By this you shall be tested. By the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go out

from here, unless your youngest brother comes here.
16 Send one of you, and let him get your brother, and you shall be bound,

that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you, or else by the
life of Pharaoh surely you are spies.”

17He put them all together into custody for three days.
18 Joseph said to them the third day, “Do this, and live, for I fear God.
19 If you are honest men, then let one of your brothers be bound in your

prison; but you go, carry grain for the famine of your houses.
20Bring your youngest brother to me; so will your words be verified, and

you won’t die.”
They did so.
21 They said to one another, “We are certainly guilty concerning our

brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us, and we
wouldn’t listen. Therefore this distress has come upon us.”

22 Reuben answered them, saying, “Didn’t I tell you, saying, ‘Don’t sin
against the child,’ and youwouldn’t listen? Therefore also, behold, his blood
is required.”

23 They didn’t know that Joseph understood them; for there was an
interpreter between them.

24 He turned himself away from them, and wept. Then he returned to
them, and spoke to them, and took Simeon from among them, and bound
him before their eyes.

25Then Joseph gave a command to fill their bagswith grain, and to restore
eachman’smoney into his sack, and to give them food for theway. So it was
done to them.
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26They loaded their donkeys with their grain, and departed from there.
27 As one of them opened his sack to give his donkey food in the lodging

place, he saw his money. Behold, it was in themouth of his sack.
28He said to his brothers, “Mymoney is restored! Behold, it is inmy sack!”

Their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying,
“What is this that God has done to us?”

29 They came to Jacob their father, to the land of Canaan, and told him all
that had happened to them, saying,

30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke roughly with us, and took us for
spies of the country.

31We said to him, ‘We are honest men. We are no spies.
32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the

youngest is today with our father in the land of Canaan.’
33 The man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I will know that you

are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for the
famine of your houses, and go your way.

34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I will know that you are not
spies, but that you are honestmen. So Iwill deliver your brother to you, and
you shall trade in the land.’ ”

35As they emptied their sacks, behold, eachman’s bundle ofmoneywas in
his sack. When they and their father saw their bundles ofmoney, theywere
afraid.

36 Jacob, their father, said to them, “You have bereavedme ofmy children!
Joseph is nomore, Simeon is nomore, and youwant to take Benjamin away.
All these things are against me.”

37Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Killmy two sons, if I don’t bring him
to you. Entrust him tomy care, and I will bring him to you again.”

38He said, “My son shall not go downwith you; for his brother is dead, and
he only is left. If harm happens to him along the way in which you go, then
you will bring downmy gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”*

43
1The famine was severe in the land.
2When they had eaten up the grain which they had brought out of Egypt,

their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little more food.”
3 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You

shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.’
4 If you’ll send our brother with us, we’ll go down and buy you food;
5but if you don’t send him, we won’t go down, for theman said to us, ‘You

shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.’ ”
6 Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly, telling the man that you had

another brother?”
7 They said, “The man asked directly concerning ourselves, and concern-

ing our relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another
brother?’ We just answered his questions. Is there any way we could know
that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

8 Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send the boy with me, and we’ll get up
and go, so that wemay live, and not die, bothwe, and you, and also our little
ones.
* 42:38 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9 I’ll be collateral for him. From my hand will you require him. If I don’t
bringhim toyou, and sethimbeforeyou, then letmebear theblame forever;

10 for if we hadn’t delayed, surely we would have returned a second time
by now.”

11Their father, Israel, said to them, “If itmust be so, thendo this: Take from
the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry down a present for the
man, a little balm, a little honey, spices andmyrrh, nuts, and almonds;

12and take doublemoney in your hand, and take back themoney thatwas
returned in themouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight.

13Take your brother also, get up, and return to theman.
14May God Almighty give youmercy before the man, that he may release

to you your other brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved of my children, I
am bereaved.”

15 The men took that present, and they took double money in their hand,
and Benjamin; and got up, went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his
house, “Bring the men into the house, and butcher an animal, and prepare;
for themenwill dine withme at noon.”

17 The man did as Joseph commanded, and the man brought the men to
Joseph’s house.

18Themenwere afraid, because theywere brought to Joseph’s house; and
they said, “Because of the money that was returned in our sacks the first
time, we’re brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, attack us, and
seize us as slaves, along with our donkeys.”

19They came near to the steward of Joseph’s house, and they spoke to him
at the door of the house,

20and said, “Oh, my lord, we indeed came down the first time to buy food.
21When we came to the lodging place, we opened our sacks, and behold,

each man’s money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight.
We have brought it back in our hand.

22We have brought down other money in our hand to buy food. We don’t
knowwho put ourmoney in our sacks.”

23He said, “Peace be to you. Don’t be afraid. YourGod, and theGod of your
father, has given you treasure in your sacks. I received your money.” He
brought Simeon out to them.

24Themanbrought themen into Joseph’s house, andgave themwater, and
they washed their feet. He gave their donkeys fodder.

25 They prepared the present for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard
that they should eat bread there.

26When Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in
their hand into the house, and bowed themselves down to the earth before
him.

27He asked them of their welfare, and said, “Is your father well, the old
man of whom you spoke? Is he yet alive?”

28Theysaid, “Your servant, our father, iswell. He is still alive.” Theybowed
down humbly.

29He lifted up his eyes, and saw Benjamin, his brother, his mother’s son,
and said, “Is this your youngest brother, ofwhomyou spoke tome?” He said,
“God be gracious to you, my son.”

30 Joseph hurried, for his heart yearned over his brother; and he sought a
place to weep. He entered into his room, and wept there.
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31 He washed his face, and came out. He controlled himself, and said,
“Serve themeal.”

32They servedhimbyhimself, and themby themselves, and the Egyptians
who ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians don’t eat with the
Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians.

33 They sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the
youngest according to his youth, and themenmarveled with one another.

34He sent portions to them from before him, but Benjamin’s portion was
five times as much as any of theirs. They drank, and weremerry with him.

44
1 He commanded the steward of his house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks

with food, asmuch as they can carry, andput eachman’smoney in his sack’s
mouth.

2 Put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of the youngest, with his
grainmoney.” He did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

3As soon as themorningwas light, themenwere sent away, they and their
donkeys.

4When theyhadgoneout of the city, andwerenot yet far off, Joseph said to
his steward, “Up, follow after the men. When you overtake them, ask them,
‘Why have you rewarded evil for good?

5 Isn’t this that from which my lord drinks, and by which he indeed
divines? You have done evil in so doing.’ ”

6He overtook them, and he spoke these words to them.
7They said to him, “Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be

it from your servants that they should do such a thing!
8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we brought

again to you out of the land of Canaan. How then should we steal silver or
gold out of your lord’s house?

9Withwhomever of your servants it is found, let him die, andwe alsowill
be my lord’s slaves.”

10He said, “Now also let it be according to your words. Hewith whom it is
foundwill be my slave; and youwill be blameless.”

11Then they hurried, and eachman took his sack down to the ground, and
eachman opened his sack.

12He searched, beginningwith the oldest, and ending at the youngest. The
cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.

13 Then they tore their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey, and
returned to the city.

14 Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, and he was still there.
They fell on the ground before him.

15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? Don’t you
know that such aman as I can indeed do divination?”

16 Judah said, “What will we tell my lord? What will we speak? How will
we clear ourselves? Godhas foundout the iniquity of your servants. Behold,
wearemy lord’s slaves, bothweandhealso inwhosehand the cup is found.”

17He said, “Far be it fromme that I should do so. The man in whose hand
the cup is found, he will be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your
father.”
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18 Then Judah came near to him, and said, “Oh, my lord, please let your
servant speakaword inmy lord’s ears, anddon’t let your angerburnagainst
your servant; for you are even as Pharaoh.

19My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’
20We said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old

age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother;
and his father loves him.’

21You said to your servants, ‘Bring himdown tome, that Imay setmy eyes
on him.’

22We said tomy lord, ‘The boy can’t leave his father, for if he should leave
his father, his father would die.’

23 You said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down
with you, you will see my face nomore.’

24When we came up to your servant my father, we told him the words of
my lord.

25Our father said, ‘Go again and buy us a little food.’
26We said, ‘We can’t go down. If our youngest brother is with us, then we

will godown: forwemaynot see theman’s face, unless ouryoungest brother
is with us.’

27Your servant, my father, said to us, ‘You know that mywife boreme two
sons.

28 One went out from me, and I said, “Surely he is torn in pieces;” and I
haven’t seen him since.

29 If you take this one also from me, and harm happens to him, you will
bring downmy gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.’*

30Now thereforewhen I come to your servantmy father, and theboy is not
with us; since his life is bound up in the boy’s life;

31 it will happen, when he sees that the boy is no more, that he will die.
Your servantswill bringdownthegrayhairsof your servant, our father,with
sorrow to Sheol.†

32For your servant became collateral for the boy to my father, saying, ‘If I
don’t bring him to you, then I will bear the blame tomy father forever.’

33Now therefore, please let your servant stay instead of the boy, my lord’s
slave; and let the boy go upwith his brothers.

34For howwill I go up to my father, if the boy isn’t with me?—lest I see the
evil that will come onmy father.”

45
1 Then Joseph couldn’t control himself before all those who stood before

him, and he called out, “Cause everyone to go out from me!” No one else
stood with him, while Josephmade himself known to his brothers.

2Hewept aloud. The Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Does my father still live?”
His brothers couldn’t answer him; for they were terrified at his presence.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.”
They came near. He said, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into

Egypt.
5Now don’t be grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that you sold me here,

for God sent me before you to preserve life.

* 44:29 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 44:31 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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6 For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are yet
five years, in which there will be no plowing and no harvest.

7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and
to save you alive by a great deliverance.

8 So now it wasn’t you who sent me here, but God, and he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

9Hurry, and go up tomy father, and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph
says, “God hasmademe lord of all Egypt. Come down tome. Don’t wait.

10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you will be near to me, you,
your children, your children’s children, your flocks, your herds, and all that
you have.

11 There I will provide for you; for there are yet five years of famine; lest
you come to poverty, you, and your household, and all that you have.” ’

12Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes ofmybrother Benjamin, that it ismy
mouth that speaks to you.

13You shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have
seen. You shall hurry and bringmy father down here.”

14He fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck andwept, and Benjaminwept on
his neck.

15 He kissed all his brothers, and wept on them. After that his brothers
talked with him.

16The report of itwasheard inPharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers
have come.” It pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.

17Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals,
and go, travel to the land of Canaan.

18 Take your father and your households, and come to me, and I will give
you the good of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land.’

19 Now you are commanded to do this: Take wagons out of the land of
Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and
come.

20Also, don’t concern yourselves about your belongings, for the good of all
the land of Egypt is yours.”

21 The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave them wagons, according to the
commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.

22He gave each one of them changes of clothing, but to Benjamin he gave
three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of clothing.

23He sent the following to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the good
things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and
provision for his father by the way.

24 So he sent his brothers away, and they departed. He said to them, “See
that you don’t quarrel on the way.”

25 They went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan, to Jacob
their father.

26 They told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the
land of Egypt.” His heart fainted, for he didn’t believe them.

27They told him all thewords of Joseph, which he had said to them. When
he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob,
their father, revived.

28 Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see
him before I die.”
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46
1 Israel traveled with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered

sacrifices to the God of his father, Isaac.
2God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!”
He said, “Here I am.”
3He said, “I amGod, theGod of your father. Don’t be afraid to go down into

Egypt, for there I will make of you a great nation.
4 I will go downwith you into Egypt. I will also surely bring you up again.

Joseph’s handwill close your eyes.”
5 Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the sons of Israel carried Jacob, their

father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had
sent to carry him.

6 They took their livestock, and their goods, which they had gotten in the
land of Canaan, and came into Egypt—Jacob, and all his offspring with him,

7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’
daughters, and he brought all his offspring with him into Egypt.

8These are the names of the children of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob
and his sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn.

9The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.
10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the

son of a Canaanite woman.
11The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
12The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah; but Er and Onan

died in the land of Canaan. The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul.
13The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Iob, and Shimron.
14The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.
15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram,

with his daughter Dinah. All the souls of his sons and his daughters were
thirty-three.

16The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and Serah their sister.

The sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel.
18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah, his daughter,

and these she bore to Jacob, even sixteen souls.
19The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin.
20To Joseph in the land of Egyptwere bornManasseh andEphraim,whom

Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, bore to him.
21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh,

Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.
22These are the sons of Rachel, whowere born to Jacob: all the souls were

fourteen.
23The son of Dan: Hushim.
24The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.
25These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel, his daughter,

and these she bore to Jacob: all the souls were seven.
26 All the souls who came with Jacob into Egypt, who were his direct

offspring, in addition to Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls were sixty-six.
27The sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two souls. All

the souls of the house of Jacob, who came into Egypt, were seventy.
28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph, to show the way before him to

Goshen, and they came into the land of Goshen.
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29 Joseph prepared his chariot, and went up to meet Israel, his father, in
Goshen. He presented himself to him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his
neck a good while.

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face, that
you are still alive.”

31 Joseph said to his brothers, and to his father’s house, “I will go up, and
speak with Pharaoh, and will tell him, ‘My brothers, and my father’s house,
who were in the land of Canaan, have come tome.

32These men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and
they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.’

33 It will happen, when Pharaoh summons you, andwill say, ‘What is your
occupation?’

34 that you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from
our youth even until now, both we, and our fathers:’ that you may dwell in
the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”

47
1 Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my

brothers, with their flocks, their herds, and all that they own, have come out
of the land of Canaan; and behold, they are in the land of Goshen.”

2 From among his brothers he took five men, and presented them to
Pharaoh.

3Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?”
They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, both we, and our

fathers.”
4Theyalso said toPharaoh, “Wehavecome to liveas foreigners in the land,

for there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks. For the famine is severe in
the landof Canaan. Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land
of Goshen.”

5 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have
come to you.

6 The land of Egypt is before you. Make your father and your brothers
dwell in the best of the land. Let them dwell in the land of Goshen. If you
know any able men among them, then put them in charge of my livestock.”

7 Joseph brought in Jacob, his father, and set him before Pharaoh; and
Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

8Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?”
9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are one hundred

thirty years. The days of the years of my life have been few and evil. They
have not attained to the days of the years of the life ofmy fathers in the days
of their pilgrimage.”

10 Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.
11 Josephplacedhis father andhis brothers, and gave themapossession in

the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh
had commanded.

12 Josephprovidedhis father, his brothers, andall of his father’shousehold
with bread, according to the sizes of their families.

13 There was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so
that the landofEgyptand the landofCanaan faintedbyreasonof the famine.
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14 Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt,
and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought: and Joseph
brought themoney into Pharaoh’s house.

15When the money was all spent in the land of Egypt, and in the land of
Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, “Give us bread, for why
should we die in your presence? For ourmoney fails.”

16 Joseph said, “Give me your livestock; and I will give you food for your
livestock, if yourmoney is gone.”

17 They brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in
exchange for the horses, and for the flocks, and for the herds, and for the
donkeys: and he fed themwith bread in exchange for all their livestock for
that year.

18When that year was ended, they came to him the second year, and said
to him, “Wewill not hide frommy lord how our money is all spent, and the
herds of livestock aremy lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord,
but our bodies, and our lands.

19Why shouldwe die before your eyes, bothwe and our land? Buy us and
our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants to Pharaoh. Give
us seed, that wemay live, and not die, and that the land won’t be desolate.”

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every man of
the Egyptians sold his field, because the faminewas severe on them, and the
land became Pharaoh’s.

21As for thepeople, hemoved themto the cities fromoneendof theborder
of Egypt even to the other end of it.

22Only he didn’t buy the land of the priests, for the priests had a portion
from Pharaoh, and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave them. That is why
they didn’t sell their land.

23Then Josephsaid to thepeople, “Behold, Ihaveboughtyouandyour land
today for Pharaoh. Behold, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land.

24 It will happen at the harvests, that you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and
four parts will be your own, for seed of the field, for your food, for them of
your households, and for food for your little ones.”

25They said, “You have saved our lives! Let us find favor in the sight ofmy
lord, and wewill be Pharaoh’s servants.”

26 Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt to this day, that
Pharaoh should have the fifth. Only the land of the priests alone didn’t
become Pharaoh’s.

27 Israel lived in the landofEgypt, in the landofGoshen; and theygot them-
selves possessions therein, and were fruitful, andmultiplied exceedingly.

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob,
the years of his life, were one hundred forty-seven years.

29 The time came near that Israel must die, and he called his son Joseph,
and said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, please put your
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please don’t bury
me in Egypt,

30 but when I sleep with my fathers, you shall carry me out of Egypt, and
buryme in their burying place.”
Joseph said, “I will do as you have said.”
31 Israel said, “Swear to me,” and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed

himself on the bed’s head.
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48
1After these things, someone said to Joseph, “Behold, your father is sick.”

He took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.
2 Someone told Jacob, and said, “Behold, your son Joseph comes to you,”

and Israel strengthened himself, and sat on the bed.
3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared tome at Luz in the land of

Canaan, and blessedme,
4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful, and multiply you, and

I will make of you a company of peoples, and will give this land to your
offspring after you for an everlasting possession.’

5Now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I
came to you into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh, even as Reuben
and Simeon, will be mine.

6Your offspring, whomyoubecome the father of after them,will be yours.
They will be called after the name of their brothers in their inheritance.

7As forme,when I came fromPaddan, Rachel diedbesideme in the landof
Canaan on the way, when there was still some distance to come to Ephrath,
and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (also called Bethlehem).”

8 Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who are these?”
9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me

here.”
He said, “Please bring them tome, and I will bless them.”
10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he couldn’t see well.

Joseph brought them near to him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.
11 Israel said to Joseph, “I didn’t think I would see your face, and behold,

God has let me see your offspring also.”
12 Josephbrought themout frombetweenhis knees, andhebowedhimself

with his face to the earth.
13 Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left

hand, andManasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought
them near to him.

14 Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who
was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands
knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn.

15He blessed Joseph, and said,
“The God before whommy fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
the God who has fedme all my life long to this day,
16 the angel who has redeemedme from all evil, bless the lads,
and let my name be named on them,
and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac.
Let them grow into amultitude upon the earth.”

17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of
Ephraim, it displeased him. He held up his father’s hand, to remove it from
Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head.

18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn. Put
your right hand on his head.”

19 His father refused, and said, “I know, my son, I know. He also will
become a people, and he also will be great. However, his younger brother
will be greater than he, and his offspring will become a multitude of
nations.”
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20 He blessed them that day, saying, “Israel will bless in your name,
saying, ‘GodmakeyouasEphraimandasManasseh’ ”Heset Ephraimbefore
Manasseh.

21 Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you, and
bring you again to the land of your fathers.

22Moreover I have given to you one portion above your brothers, which I
took out of the hand of the Amorite withmy sword andwithmy bow.”

49
1 Jacob called to his sons, and said: “Gather yourselves together, that Imay

tell you that which will happen to you in the days to come.
2Assemble yourselves, and hear, you sons of Jacob.

Listen to Israel, your father.

3“Reuben, youaremyfirstborn,mymight, and thebeginningofmystrength,
excelling in dignity, and excelling in power.

4Boiling over like water, you shall not excel,
because you went up to your father’s bed,
then defiled it. He went up tomy couch.

5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers.
Their swords are weapons of violence.

6My soul, don’t come into their council.
My glory, don’t be united to their assembly;

for in their anger they killedmen.
In their self-will they hamstrung cattle.

7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel.

I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel.

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you.
Your handwill be on the neck of your enemies.
Your father’s sons will bow down before you.

9 Judah is a lion’s cub.
From the prey, my son, you have gone up.

He stooped down, he crouched as a lion,
as a lioness.
Whowill rouse him up?

10The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,

until he comes to whom it belongs.
The obedience of the peoples will be to him.

11Binding his foal to the vine,
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,

he has washed his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.

12His eyes will be red with wine,
his teeth white withmilk.

13 “Zebulun will dwell at the haven of the sea.
He will be for a haven of ships.
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His border will be on Sidon.
14 “Issachar is a strong donkey,

lying down between the saddlebags.
15He saw a resting place, that it was good,

the land, that it was pleasant.
He bows his shoulder to the burden,

and becomes a servant doing forced labor.

16 “Danwill judge his people,
as one of the tribes of Israel.

17Danwill be a serpent on the trail,
an adder in the path,

that bites the horse’s heels,
so that his rider falls backward.

18 I have waited for your salvation, LORD.

19 “A troop will press on Gad,
but he will press on their heel.

20 “Asher’s food will be rich.
He will produce royal dainties.

21 “Naphtali is a doe set free,
who bears beautiful fawns.

22 “Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine by a spring.
His branches run over the wall.

23The archers have severely grieved him,
shot at him, and persecuted him:

24But his bow remained strong.
The arms of his hands weremade strong,
by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,
(from there is the shepherd, the stone of Israel),

25 even by the God of your father, who will help you,
by the Almighty, who will bless you,

with blessings of heaven above,
blessings of the deep that lies below,
blessings of the breasts, and of the womb.

26 The blessings of your father have prevailed above the blessings of my
ancestors,

above the boundaries of the ancient hills.
They will be on the head of Joseph,

on the crown of the head of himwho is separated from his brothers.

27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf.
In themorning he will devour the prey.
At evening he will divide the plunder.”

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father
spoke to them, and blessed them. He blessed everyone according to his own
blessing.
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29He instructed them, and said to them, “I am to be gathered tomypeople.
Burymewithmy fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in
the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the
Hittite as a burial place.

31There theyburiedAbrahamandSarah, hiswife. There theyburied Isaac
and Rebekah, his wife, and there I buried Leah:

32 the field and the cave that is therein, which was purchased from the
children of Heth.”

33When Jacob finished charging his sons, he gathered up his feet into the
bed, breathed his last breath, and was gathered to his people.

50
1 Joseph fell on his father’s face, wept on him, and kissed him.
2 Joseph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father;

and the physicians embalmed Israel.
3 Forty days were used for him, for that is how many days it takes to

embalm. The Egyptians wept for Israel for seventy days.
4When the days of weeping for himwere past, Joseph spoke to Pharaoh’s

staff, saying, “If now Ihave found favor in your eyes, please speak in the ears
of Pharaoh, saying,

5 ‘My father made me swear, saying, “Behold, I am dying. Bury me in my
grave which I have dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now therefore,
please let me go up and burymy father, and I will come again.’ ”

6Pharaoh said, “Goup, and bury your father, just like hemade you swear.”
7 Josephwent up to bury his father; andwith himwent up all the servants

of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, all the elders of the land of Egypt,
8 all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s house. Only their

little ones, their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen.
9 Both chariots and horsemen went up with him. It was a very great

company.
10 They came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan,

and there they lamented with a very great and severe lamentation. He
mourned for his father seven days.

11When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in
the floor of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians.”
Therefore its namewas called Abel Mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan.

12His sons did to him just as he commanded them,
13 for his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the

cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field, as a
possession for a burial site, from Ephron the Hittite, near Mamre.

14 Joseph returned into Egypt—he, and his brothers, and all that went up
with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It
may be that Joseph will hate us, and will fully pay us back for all the evil
which we did to him.”

16They sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father commanded before
he died, saying,

17 ‘You shall tell Joseph, “Now please forgive the disobedience of your
brothers, and their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please forgive
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the disobedience of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him.

18 His brothers also went and fell down before his face; and they said,
“Behold, we are your servants.”

19 Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for am I in the place of God?
20As for you, youmeant evil againstme, but Godmeant it for good, to save

many people alive, as is happening today.
21 Now therefore don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your little

ones.” He comforted them, and spoke kindly to them.
22 Joseph lived in Egypt, he, and his father’s house. Joseph lived one

hundred ten years.
23 JosephsawEphraim’s children to the thirdgeneration. Thechildrenalso

of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born on Joseph’s knees.
24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am dying, but God will surely visit you,

and bring you up out of this land to the landwhich he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.”

25 Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, “Godwill surely
visit you, and you shall carry upmy bones from here.”

26 So Joseph died, being one hundred ten years old, and they embalmed
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Nowtheseare thenamesof the sonsof Israel,whocame intoEgypt (every

man and his household camewith Jacob):
2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,
4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.
5All the soulswhocameout of Jacob’s bodywere seventy souls, and Joseph

was in Egypt already.
6 Joseph died, as did all his brothers, and all that generation.
7 The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and

multiplied, and grewexceedinglymighty; and the landwasfilledwith them.
8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who didn’t know Joseph.
9He said to his people, “Behold,* the people of the children of Israel are

more andmightier than we.
10Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it happen that

whenanywar breaks out, they also join themselves to our enemies andfight
against us, and escape out of the land.”

11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their
burdens. They built storage cities for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses.

12But themore they afflicted them, themore theymultiplied and themore
they spread out. They started to dread the children of Israel.

13The Egyptians ruthlessly made the children of Israel serve,
14 and they made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and in

brick, and in all kinds of service in the field, all their service, in which they
ruthlessly made them serve.

15The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrewmidwives, of whom the name of
the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah,

16 and he said, “When you perform the duty of a midwife to the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birth stool, if it is a son, then you shall kill him;
but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.”

17 But the midwives feared God,† and didn’t do what the king of Egypt
commanded them, but saved the baby boys alive.

18The king of Egypt called for themidwives, and said to them, “Why have
you done this thing and saved the boys alive?”

19Themidwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrewwomen aren’t like
theEgyptianwomen; for theyarevigorousandgivebirthbefore themidwife
comes to them.”

20God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied, and grew
verymighty.

21Because themidwives feared God, he gave them families.
22 Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “You shall cast every son

who is born into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.”
* 1:9 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 1:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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2
1Aman of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi as his wife.
2The woman conceived and bore a son. When she saw that he was a fine

child, she hid him threemonths.
3When she could no longer hide him, she took a papyrus basket for him,

and coated it with tar andwith pitch. She put the child in it, and laid it in the
reeds by the river’s bank.

4His sister stood far off, to see what would be done to him.
5 Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe at the river. Her maidens

walked along by the riverside. She saw the basket among the reeds, and sent
her servant to get it.

6 She opened it, and saw the child, and behold, the baby cried. She had
compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should I go and call a nurse
for you from the Hebrewwomen, that shemay nurse the child for you?”

8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.”
The young womanwent and called the child’s mother.
9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away, and nurse him for

me, and I will give you your wages.”
The woman took the child, and nursed it.
10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he

became her son. She named himMoses,* and said, “Because I drew him out
of the water.”

11 In those days, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his brothers
and saw their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his
brothers.

12He looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no
one, he killed the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

13He went out the second day, and behold, twomen of the Hebrews were
fighting with each other. He said to him who did the wrong, “Why do you
strike your fellow?”

14He said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you plan to
kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?”
Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this thing is known.”
15Nowwhen Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to kill Moses. ButMoses

fled from the face of Pharaoh, and lived in the land of Midian, and he sat
down by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came and drew
water, and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock.

17 The shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and
helped them, and watered their flock.

18When they came to Reuel, their father, he said, “How is it that you have
returned so early today?”

19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds,
andmoreover he drewwater for us, and watered the flock.”

20He said to his daughters, “Where is he? Why is it that you have left the
man? Call him, that hemay eat bread.”

21Moses was content to dwell with the man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his
daughter.

* 2:10 “Moses” sounds like the Hebrew for “draw out”.
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22 She bore a son, and he named him Gershom,† for he said, “I have lived
as a foreigner in a foreign land.”

23 In the courseof thosemanydays, thekingofEgyptdied, and thechildren
of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came
up to God because of the bondage.

24 God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25God saw the children of Israel, and God understood.

3
1NowMoseswas keeping theflock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of

Midian, and he led the flock to the back of thewilderness, and came to God’s
mountain, to Horeb.

2The LORD’s* angel appeared to him in a flame of fire out of themiddle of
a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed.

3Moses said, “I will go now, and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.”

4When the LORD saw that he came over to see, God called to him out of
themiddle of the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!”
He said, “Here I am.”
5He said, “Don’t come close. Take off your sandals, for the place you are

standing on is holy ground.”
6Moreover he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.
7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are

in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know
their sorrows.

8 I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
to bring them up out of that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing
with milk and honey; to the place of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite,
the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

9Now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to me. Moreover
I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.

10Comenow therefore, and Iwill send you to Pharaoh, that youmaybring
my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I
should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12He said, “Certainly I will be with you. This will be the token to you, that
I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
serve God on this mountain.”

13Moses said toGod, “Behold,when I come to thechildrenof Israel, and tell
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What
is his name?’ what should I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,” and he said, “You shall tell the
children of Israel this: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”
† 2:22 “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. * 3:2 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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15 God said moreover to Moses, “You shall tell the children of Israel this,
‘The LORD,† the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this
is mymemorial to all generations.

16Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and tell them, ‘The LORD, the
Godofyour fathers, theGodofAbraham, of Isaac, andof Jacob, hasappeared
to me, saying, “I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you
in Egypt.

17 I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land
of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, to a land flowing withmilk and honey.” ’

18 They will listen to your voice. You shall come, you and the elders of
Israel, to the king of Egypt, and you shall tell him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us. Now please let us go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, that wemay sacrifice to the LORD, our God.’

19 I know that the king of Egyptwon’t give you permission to go, no, not by
amighty hand.

20 I will reach out my hand and strike Egypt with all my wonders which I
will do among them, and after that he will let you go.

21 I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, and it will
happen that when you go, you shall not go empty-handed.

22 But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, and of her who visits her
house, jewels of silver, jewels of gold, and clothing. You shall put them on
your sons, and on your daughters. You shall plunder the Egyptians.”

4
1Moses answered, “But, behold, they will not believe me, nor listen to my

voice; for they will say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you.’ ”
2The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”
He said, “A rod.”
3He said, “Throw it on the ground.”
He threw it on the ground, and it became a snake; and Moses ran away

from it.
4The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand, and take it by the tail.”
He stretched out his hand, and took hold of it, and it became a rod in his

hand.
5 “This is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to
you.”

6 The LORD said furthermore to him, “Now put your hand inside your
cloak.”
He put his hand inside his cloak, andwhen he took it out, behold, his hand

was leprous, as white as snow.
7He said, “Put your hand inside your cloak again.”
Heput his hand inside his cloak again, andwhenhe took it out of his cloak,

behold, it had turned again as his other flesh.
8 “It will happen, if they will not believe you or listen to the voice of the

first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
† 3:15 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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9 It will happen, if they will not believe even these two signs or listen to
your voice, that you shall take of the water of the river, and pour it on the
dry land. The water which you take out of the river will become blood on
the dry land.”

10Moses said to theLORD, “OLord,* I amnot eloquent, neitherbeforenow,
nor since you have spoken to your servant; for I am slow of speech, and of a
slow tongue.”

11 The LORD said to him, “Who made man’s mouth? Or who makes one
mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, the LORD?

12Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth, and teach you what
you shall speak.”

13Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send someone else.”
14 The LORD’s anger burned against Moses, and he said, “What about

Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speakwell. Also, behold,
he is coming out tomeet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.

15 You shall speak to him, and put the words in his mouth. I will be with
yourmouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall do.

16He will be your spokesman to the people. It will happen that he will be
to you amouth, and you will be to him as God.

17You shall take this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the signs.”
18Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said to him,

“Please let me go and return to my brothers who are in Egypt, and see
whether they are still alive.”
Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”
19TheLORDsaid toMoses inMidian, “Go, return intoEgypt; for all themen

who sought your life are dead.”
20 Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them on a donkey, and he

returned to the land of Egypt. Moses took God’s rod in his hand.
21The LORD said to Moses, “When you go back into Egypt, see that you do

before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your hand, but I will
harden his heart and he will not let the people go.

22You shall tell Pharaoh, ‘The LORD says, Israel is my son, my firstborn,
23 and I have said to you, “Let my son go, that he may serve me;” and you

have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your firstborn son.’ ”
24On the way at a lodging place, the LORD met Moses and wanted to kill

him.
25 Then Zipporah took a flint, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast

it at his feet; and she said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me.”
26 So he let him alone. Then she said, “You are a bridegroom of blood,”

because of the circumcision.
27The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.”
Hewent, andmet him on God’s mountain, and kissed him.
28Moses told Aaron all the LORD’swordswithwhich he had sent him, and

all the signs with which he had instructed him.
29 Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the

children of Israel.
30 Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses, and

did the signs in the sight of the people.

* 4:10 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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31 The people believed, and when they heard that the LORD had visited
the children of Israel, and that he had seen their affliction, then they bowed
their heads and worshiped.

5
1AfterwardMoses andAaron came, and said to Pharaoh, “This iswhat the

LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Letmy people go, that theymay hold a feast to
me in the wilderness.’ ”

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should listen to his voice to let
Israel go? I don’t know the LORD, andmoreover I will not let Israel go.”

3They said, “TheGodof theHebrewshasmetwithus. Please let us go three
days’ journey into thewilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD, our God, lest he
fall on us with pestilence, or with the sword.”

4The king of Egypt said to them, “Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take the
people from their work? Get back to your burdens!”

5 Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land are now many, and you
make them rest from their burdens.”

6 The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and
their officers, saying,

7 “You shall no longer give the people straw to make brick, as before. Let
them go and gather straw for themselves.

8You shall require from them the number of the bricks which they made
before. You shall not diminish anything of it, for they are idle. Therefore
they cry, saying, ‘Let’s go and sacrifice to our God.’

9 Let heavier work be laid on the men, that they may labor in it. Don’t let
them pay any attention to lying words.”

10 The taskmasters of the people went out with their officers, and they
spoke to the people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh says: ‘I will not give you
straw.

11Go yourselves, get strawwhere you can find it, for nothing of yourwork
shall be diminished.’ ”

12So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to
gather stubble for straw.

13 The taskmasters were urgent saying, “Fulfill your work quota daily, as
when there was straw!”

14The officers of the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had
set over them,were beaten, andwere asked, “Whyhaven’t you fulfilled your
quota both yesterday and today, in making brick as before?”

15 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh,
saying, “Why do you deal this way with your servants?

16No straw is given to your servants, and they tell us, ‘Make brick!’ and
behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your own people.”

17 But Pharaoh said, “You are idle! You are idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let’s
go and sacrifice to the LORD.’

18Go therefore now, and work; for no straw shall be given to you; yet you
shall deliver the same number of bricks!”

19 The officers of the children of Israel saw that they were in trouble
when it was said, “You shall not diminish anything from your daily quota
of bricks!”

20They met Moses and Aaron, who stood along the way, as they came out
from Pharaoh.
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21 They said to them, “May the LORD look at you and judge, because you
havemadeus a stench to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes
of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us!”

22 Moses returned to the LORD, and said, “Lord, why have you brought
trouble on this people? Why is it that you have sent me?

23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought
trouble on this people. You have not rescued your people at all!”

6
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh,

for by a strong hand he shall let them go, and by a strong hand he shall drive
them out of his land.”

2God spoke to Moses, and said to him, “I am the LORD.
3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty; but by

my name the LORD* I was not known to them.
4 I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of

Canaan, the land of their travels, in which they lived as aliens.
5Moreover I have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the

Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have rememberedmy covenant.
6Therefore tell the children of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you

out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their
bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm, and with great
judgments.

7 I will take you to myself for a people. I will be your God; and you shall
know that I am the LORD your God, who brings you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians.

8 I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for a heritage: I am the LORD.’ ”

9Moses spoke so to the children of Israel, but they didn’t listen to Moses
for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Go in, speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel

go out of his land.”
12 Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, “Behold, the children of Israel

haven’t listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, when I have
uncircumcised lips?”

13 The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a command to
the children of Israel, and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt.

14 These are the heads of their fathers’ houses. The sons of Reuben the
firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; these are the
families of Reuben.

15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and
Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman; these are the families of
Simeon.

16These are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations:
Gershon, and Kohath, andMerari; and the years of the life of Levi were one
hundred thirty-seven years.
* 6:3 LORDorGOD inall caps is fromtheHebrewיהוהYahwehexceptwhenotherwisenotedasbeing
from the short form יה Yah.
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17The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, according to their families.
18The sons of Kohath: Amram, and Izhar, andHebron, andUzziel; and the

years of the life of Kohath were one hundred thirty-three years.
19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of the

Levites according to their generations.
20Amram took Jochebed his father’s sister to himself aswife; and she bore

him Aaron and Moses. The years of the life of Amram were one hundred
thirty-seven years.

21The sons of Izhar: Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri.
22The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
23Aaron tookElisheba, thedaughterofAmminadab, the sisterofNahshon,

as his wife; and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
24The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the families

of the Korahites.
25Eleazar Aaron’s son took one of the daughters of Putiel as his wife; and

she bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites according to their families.

26These are that Aaron andMoses to whom the LORD said, “Bring out the
children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their armies.”

27 These are those who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the
children of Israel from Egypt. These are that Moses and Aaron.

28On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt,
29The LORD said to Moses, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all

that I tell you.”
30Moses said before the LORD, “Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and

how shall Pharaoh listen to me?”

7
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I have made you as God to Pharaoh;

and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet.
2 You shall speak all that I command you; and Aaron your brother shall

speak to Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land.
3 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, andmultiplymy signs andmywonders in

the land of Egypt.
4 But Pharaoh will not listen to you, so I will lay my hand on Egypt, and

bringoutmyarmies,mypeople the childrenof Israel, out of the landofEgypt
by great judgments.

5The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORDwhen I stretch outmyhand
on Egypt, and bring the children of Israel out from among them.”

6Moses and Aaron did so. As the LORD commanded them, so they did.
7Moseswas eighty years old, andAaron eighty-three years old, when they

spoke to Pharaoh.
8The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Perform a miracle!’ then you

shall tell Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it down before Pharaoh, and it will
become a serpent.’ ”

10 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, as the LORD
had commanded. Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his
servants, and it became a serpent.
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11Then Pharaoh also called for thewisemen and the sorcerers. They also,
the magicians of Egypt, did the same thing with their enchantments.

12 For they each cast down their rods, and they became serpents; but
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.

13Pharaoh’s heartwas hardened, andhedidn’t listen to them, as the LORD
had spoken.

14The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn. He refuses to let
the people go.

15Go to Pharaoh in the morning. Behold, he is going out to the water. You
shall stand by the river’s bank tomeet him. You shall take the rodwhichwas
turned to a serpent in your hand.

16 You shall tell him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to
you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.
Behold, until now you haven’t listened.”

17TheLORDsays, “In this you shall know that I am theLORD. Behold: Iwill
strike with the rod that is in my hand on the waters which are in the river,
and they shall be turned to blood.

18The fish that are in the river will die and the river will become foul. The
Egyptians will loathe to drink water from the river.” ’ ”

19 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and stretch out
your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams,
andover their pools, andover all their ponds ofwater, that theymaybecome
blood. There will be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels
of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ”

20Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the
rod, and struck thewaters thatwere in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and
in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were
turned to blood.

21 The fish that were in the river died. The river became foul. The
Egyptians couldn’t drink water from the river. The blood was throughout
all the land of Egypt.

22Themagicians of Egypt did the same thing with their enchantments. So
Pharaoh’s heartwashardened, andhedidn’t listen to them, as the LORDhad
spoken.

23Pharaoh turned andwent into his house, and he didn’t even take this to
heart.

24 All the Egyptians dug around the river for water to drink; for they
couldn’t drink the river water.

25 Seven days were fulfilled, after the LORD had struck the river.

8
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what

the LORD says, “Let my people go, that theymay serveme.
2 If you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your borders with

frogs.
3 The river will swarm with frogs, which will go up and come into your

house, and into your bedroom, and on your bed, and into the house of your
servants, and on your people, and into your ovens, and into your kneading
troughs.

4The frogs shall come up both on you, and on your people, and on all your
servants.” ’ ”
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5 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your
rod over the rivers, over the streams, and over the pools, and cause frogs to
come up on the land of Egypt.’ ”

6 Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs
came up, and covered the land of Egypt.

7Themagicians did the same thingwith their enchantments, and brought
up frogs on the land of Egypt.

8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Entreat the LORD,
that he take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the
people go, that theymay sacrifice to the LORD.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “I give you the honor of setting the time that I
should pray for you, and for your servants, and for your people, that the
frogs be destroyed from you and your houses, and remain in the river only.”

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”
Moses said, “Let it be according to your word, that you may know that

there is no one like the LORD our God.
11 The frogs shall depart from you, and from your houses, and from your

servants, and from your people. They shall remain in the river only.”
12Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, andMoses cried to the LORD

concerning the frogs which he had brought on Pharaoh.
13The LORD did according to the word of Moses, and the frogs died out of

the houses, out of the courts, and out of the fields.
14They gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank.
15But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart,

and didn’t listen to them, as the LORD had spoken.
16TheLORDsaid toMoses, “TellAaron, ‘Stretchout your rod, and strike the

dust of the earth, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.’ ”
17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and struck

the dust of the earth, and therewere lice onman, and on animal; all the dust
of the earth became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

18 The magicians tried with their enchantments to produce lice, but they
couldn’t. There were lice onman, and on animal.

19Then themagicians said toPharaoh, “This isGod’sfinger;”butPharaoh’s
heart was hardened, and he didn’t listen to them, as the LORD had spoken.

20TheLORD said toMoses, “Rise up early in themorning, and standbefore
Pharaoh; behold, he comes out to the water; and tell him, ‘This is what the
LORD says, “Let my people go, that theymay serveme.

21Else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies
on you, andonyour servants, andonyour people, and into yourhouses. The
houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground
they are on.

22 I will set apart in that day the land of Goshen, inwhichmy people dwell,
that no swarms of flies shall be there, to the end youmay know that I am the
LORD on the earth.

23 I will put a division betweenmy people and your people. This sign shall
happen by tomorrow.” ’ ”

24TheLORDdid so; and there camegrievous swarmsofflies into thehouse
of Pharaoh, and into his servants’ houses. In all the land of Egypt the land
was corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies.

25Pharaoh called forMoses and for Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your
God in the land!”
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26 Moses said, “It isn’t appropriate to do so; for we shall sacrifice the
abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God. Behold, if we sacrifice
the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, won’t they stone us?

27We will go three days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the
LORD our God, as he shall command us.”

28Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that youmay sacrifice to the LORD your
God in the wilderness, only you shall not go very far away. Pray for me.”

29Moses said, “Behold, I amgoingout fromyou. Iwill pray to theLORDthat
the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from
his people, tomorrow; only don’t let Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in
not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.”

30Moses went out from Pharaoh, and prayed to the LORD.
31 The LORD did according to the word of Moses, and he removed the

swarmsof flies fromPharaoh, fromhis servants, and fromhis people. There
remained not one.

32 Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he didn’t let the people
go.

9
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is

what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go, that they
may serveme.

2For if you refuse to let them go, and hold them still,
3behold, theLORD’s hand is onyour livestockwhichare in thefield, on the

horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the herds, and on the flockswith a
very grievous pestilence.

4The LORDwill make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the
livestock of Egypt; and nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of
Israel.” ’ ”

5TheLORDappointeda set time, saying, “TomorrowtheLORDshall do this
thing in the land.”

6 The LORD did that thing on the next day; and all the livestock of Egypt
died, but of the livestock of the children of Israel, not one died.

7Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not somuch as one of the livestock
of the Israelites dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was stubborn, and he didn’t
let the people go.

8 The LORD said to Moses and to Aaron, “Take handfuls of ashes of the
furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the sky in the sight of Pharaoh.

9 It shall become small dust over all the land of Egypt, and shall be boils
and blisters breaking out on man and on animal, throughout all the land of
Egypt.”

10 They took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses
sprinkled it up toward the sky; and it became boils and blisters breaking out
onman and on animal.

11Themagicians couldn’t stand before Moses because of the boils; for the
boils were on themagicians and on all the Egyptians.

12The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he didn’t listen to them,
as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

13TheLORD said toMoses, “Rise up early in themorning, and standbefore
Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says:
“Let my people go, that theymay serveme.
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14For this time I will send all my plagues against your heart, against your
officials, and against your people; that you may know that there is no one
like me in all the earth.

15 For now I would have stretched out my hand, and struck you and your
people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth;

16but indeed for this cause I havemade you stand: to show youmypower,
and that my namemay be declared throughout all the earth,

17 because you still exalt yourself against my people, that you won’t let
them go.

18Behold, tomorrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous
hail, such as has not been in Egypt since the day it was founded even until
now.

19Now therefore command that all of your livestock and all that you have
in the field be brought into shelter. The hail will come down on every man
and animal that is found in the field, and isn’t brought home, and they will
die.” ’ ”

20 Those who feared the LORD’s word among the servants of Pharaoh
made their servants and their livestock flee into the houses.

21 Whoever didn’t respect the LORD’s word left his servants and his
livestock in the field.

22 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that
there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man, and on animal, and on
every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”

23 Moses stretched out his rod toward the heavens, and the LORD sent
thunder and hail; and lightning flashed down to the earth. The LORD rained
hail on the land of Egypt.

24So therewas very severe hail, and lightningmixedwith the hail, such as
had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.

25The hail struck throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field,
bothman and animal; and the hail struck every herb of the field, and broke
every tree of the field.

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, therewas
no hail.

27Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I have
sinned this time. The LORD is righteous, and I andmy people are wicked.

28Pray to the LORD; for there has been enough ofmighty thunderings and
hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.”

29Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will spread
out my hands to the LORD. The thunders shall cease, and there will not be
anymore hail; that youmay know that the earth is the LORD’s.

30But as for youandyour servants, I know that youdon’t yet fear theLORD
God.”

31The flax and the barley were struck, for the barley had ripened and the
flax was blooming.

32But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they had not grown up.
33Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread out his hands to

the LORD; and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rainwas not poured on
the earth.

34 When Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders had
ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.
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35 The heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he didn’t let the children of
Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken throughMoses.

10
1The LORD said toMoses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart

and the heart of his servants, that I may show these my signs among them;
2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of your son’s son,

what things I have done to Egypt, and my signs which I have done among
them; that youmay know that I am the LORD.”

3Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and said to him, “This is what the
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to humble
yourself before me? Let my people go, that theymay serveme.

4Or else, if you refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring
locusts into your country,

5and they shall cover the surface of the earth, so that one won’t be able to
see the earth. They shall eat the residue of that which has escaped, which
remains to you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which grows for you
out of the field.

6 Your houses shall be filled, and the houses of all your servants, and the
houses of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your fathers’ fathers
have seen, since the day that theywere on the earth to this day.’ ” He turned,
and went out from Pharaoh.

7Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How longwill thisman be a snare to us?
Let themen go, that theymay serve the LORD, their God. Don’t you yet know
that Egypt is destroyed?”

8Moses and Aaron were brought again to Pharaoh, and he said to them,
“Go, serve the LORD your God; but who are those whowill go?”

9Moses said, “Wewill gowith our young andwith our old. Wewill gowith
our sons andwith our daughters, with our flocks andwith our herds; forwe
must hold a feast to the LORD.”

10He said to them, “The LORD be with you if I let you go with your little
ones! See, evil is clearly before your faces.

11Not so! Go now you who are men, and serve the LORD; for that is what
you desire!” Then they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt
for the locusts, that they may come up on the land of Egypt, and eat every
herb of the land, even all that the hail has left.”

13 Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD
brought an east wind on the land all that day, and all night; andwhen it was
morning, the east wind brought the locusts.

14 The locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the
borders of Egypt. Theywere very grievous. Before them therewere no such
locusts as they, nor will there ever be again.

15 For they covered the surface of the whole earth, so that the land was
darkened, and they ate every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees
which the hail had left. There remained nothing green, either tree or herb
of the field, through all the land of Egypt.

16Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and he said, “I have
sinned against the LORD your God, and against you.

17Now therefore please forgive my sin again, and pray to the LORD your
God, that hemay also take away fromme this death.”
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18Moses went out from Pharaoh, and prayed to the LORD.
19 The LORD sent an exceedingly strong west wind, which took up the

locusts, and drove them into the Red Sea.* There remained not one locust
in all the borders of Egypt.

20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let the children
of Israel go.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that
there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness whichmay be
felt.”

22 Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was a thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.

23 They didn’t see one another, and nobody rose from his place for three
days; but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.

24 Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go, serve the LORD. Only let your
flocks and your herds stay behind. Let your little ones also go with you.”

25 Moses said, “You must also give into our hand sacrifices and burnt
offerings, that wemay sacrifice to the LORD our God.

26Our livestock also shall go with us. Not a hoof shall be left behind, for of
it wemust take to serve the LORDourGod; andwe don’t knowwithwhatwe
must serve the LORD, until we come there.”

27But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he wouldn’t let them go.
28 Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me! Be careful to see my face no

more; for in the day you seemy face you shall die!”
29Moses said, “You have spokenwell. I will see your face again nomore.”

11
1 The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring yet one more plague on Pharaoh,

and on Egypt; afterwards he will let you go. When he lets you go, he will
surely thrust you out altogether.

2Speaknowin theearsof thepeople, and let everymanaskofhisneighbor,
and every woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.”

3The LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover,
the manMoses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s
servants, and in the sight of the people.

4Moses said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight I will go out
into themiddle of Egypt,

5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant
who is behind themill, and all the firstborn of livestock.

6 There will be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there
has not been, nor will be anymore.

7 But against any of the children of Israel a dog won’t even bark or move
its tongue, against man or animal, that youmay know that the LORDmakes
a distinction between the Egyptians and Israel.

8 All these servants of yours will come down to me, and bow down
themselves tome, saying, “Get out, with all the people who follow you;” and
after that I will go out.’ ” Hewent out from Pharaoh in hot anger.
* 10:19 “Red Sea” is the translation for the Hebrew “Yam Suf”, which could be more literally
translated “Sea of Reeds” or “Sea of Cattails”. It refers to the body of water currently known as the
Red Sea, or possibly to one of the bodies of water connected to it or near it.
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9The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh won’t listen to you, that my wonders
may bemultiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the LORD
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let the children of Israel go out of
his land.

12
1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,
2 “This month shall be to you the beginning of months. It shall be the first

month of the year to you.
3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this

month, they shall take to them everyman a lamb, according to their fathers’
houses, a lamb for a household;

4and if the household is too little for a lamb, thenhe andhis neighbor next
to his house shall take one according to the number of the souls. You shall
make your count for the lamb according to what everyone can eat.

5 Your lamb shall be without defect, a male a year old. You shall take it
from the sheep or from the goats.

6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month; and the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at evening.

7 They shall take some of the blood, and put it on the two door posts and
on the lintel, on the houses in which they shall eat it.

8They shall eat the meat in that night, roasted with fire, with unleavened
bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs.

9Don’t eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted with fire; with
its head, its legs and its inner parts.

10 You shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; but that which
remains of it until the morning you shall burn with fire.

11 This is how you shall eat it: with your belt on your waist, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste: it is
the LORD’s Passover.

12For Iwill go through the landof Egypt in that night, andwill strike all the
firstborn in the landofEgypt, bothmanandanimal. Iwill execute judgments
against all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD.

13Theblood shall be to you for a tokenon thehouseswhere youare. When
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will be on you to destroy
you when I strike the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a memorial for you. You shall keep it as a feast to
the LORD. You shall keep it as a feast throughout your generations by an
ordinance forever.

15“ ‘Sevendaysyoushall eatunleavenedbread; even thefirstdayyoushall
put awayyeast outof yourhouses, forwhoevereats leavenedbread fromthe
first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.

16 In the first day there shall be to you a holy convocation, and in the
seventh day a holy convocation; no kind of work shall be done in them,
except that which everymanmust eat, only that may be done by you.

17 You shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this same day
I have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall
observe this day throughout your generations by an ordinance forever.
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18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening,
you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty first day of the month at
evening.

19There shall benoyeast found inyourhouses for sevendays, forwhoever
eats that which is leavened, that soul shall be cut off from the congregation
of Israel, whether he is a foreigner, or one who is born in the land.

20 You shall eat nothing leavened. In all your habitations you shall eat
unleavened bread.’ ”

21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said to them, “Draw
out, and take lambs according to your families, and kill the Passover.

22 You shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the
basin, and strike the lintel and the twodoorpostswith theblood that is in the
basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.

23For theLORDwill pass through to strike theEgyptians; andwhenhe sees
the blood on the lintel, and on the two door posts, the LORD will pass over
the door, andwill not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to strike
you.

24 You shall observe this thing for an ordinance to you and to your sons
forever.

25 It shall happen when you have come to the land which the LORD will
give you, as he has promised, that you shall keep this service.

26 It will happen, when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this
service?’

27 that you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, who passed
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the
Egyptians, and spared our houses.’ ”
The people bowed their heads and worshiped.
28 The children of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded

Moses and Aaron, so they did.
29Atmidnight, the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from

the firstborn of Pharaohwho sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive
whowas in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.

30 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

31He called forMoses and Aaron by night, and said, “Rise up, get out from
among my people, both you and the children of Israel; and go, serve the
LORD, as you have said!

32 Take both your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone;
and bless me also!”

33The Egyptianswere urgentwith the people, to send themout of the land
in haste, for they said, “We are all deadmen.”

34 The people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading
troughs being bound up in their clothes on their shoulders.

35Thechildrenof Israeldidaccording to thewordofMoses; and theyasked
of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and clothing.

36TheLORDgave thepeople favor in the sight of theEgyptians, so that they
let them have what they asked. They plundered the Egyptians.

37 The children of Israel traveled from Rameses to Succoth, about six
hundred thousand on foot whoweremen, in addition to children.
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38Amixedmultitudewent up alsowith them,with flocks, herds, and even
verymuch livestock.

39 They baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought out of
Egypt; for it wasn’t leavened, because they were thrust out of Egypt, and
couldn’t wait, and they had not prepared any food for themselves.

40Now the time that the children of Israel lived in Egyptwas four hundred
thirty years.

41 At the end of four hundred thirty years, to the day, all of the LORD’s
armies went out from the land of Egypt.

42 It is a night to bemuchobserved to the LORD for bringing themout from
the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, to be much observed by all
the children of Israel throughout their generations.

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the
Passover. No foreigner shall eat of it,

44 but every man’s servant who is bought for money, when you have
circumcised him, then shall he eat of it.

45A foreigner and a hired servant shall not eat of it.
46 Itmustbeeaten inonehouse. You shall not carryanyof themeat outside

of the house. Do not break any of its bones.
47All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.
48When a stranger lives as a foreigner with you, and would like to keep

the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him
come near and keep it. He shall be as one who is born in the land; but no
uncircumcised person shall eat of it.

49One law shall be to him who is born at home, and to the stranger who
lives as a foreigner among you.”

50 All the children of Israel did so. As the LORD commanded Moses and
Aaron, so they did.

51 That same day, the LORD brought the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt by their armies.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Sanctify to me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the

children of Israel, both of man and of animal. It is mine.”
3Moses said to the people, “Remember this day, in which you came out of

Egypt, out of thehouseofbondage; forby strengthofhand theLORDbrought
you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.

4Today you go out in themonth Abib.
5 It shall be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanite, and

theHittite, and theAmorite, and theHivite, and the Jebusite,whichhe swore
toyour fathers to giveyou, a landflowingwithmilkandhoney, that you shall
keep this service in this month.

6 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall
be a feast to the LORD.

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days; and no
leavened bread shall be seen with you. No yeast shall be seen with you,
within all your borders.

8You shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘It is because of that which the
LORD did for mewhen I came out of Egypt.’
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9 It shall be for a sign to you on your hand, and for a memorial between
your eyes, that the LORD’s lawmaybe in yourmouth; forwith a strong hand
the LORD has brought you out of Egypt.

10You shall therefore keep this ordinance in its season from year to year.
11 “It shall be, when the LORDbrings you into the land of the Canaanite, as

he swore to you and to your fathers, and will give it to you,
12 that you shall set apart to the LORD all that opens the womb, and every

firstborn that comes froman animalwhich you have. Themales shall be the
LORD’s.

13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you
will not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and you shall redeem all
the firstborn of man among your sons.

14 It shall be,whenyour sonasksyou in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’
that you shall tell him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from
Egypt, from the house of bondage.

15When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn ofman, and the firstborn of
livestock. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that opens the womb, being
males; but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’

16 It shall be for a sign on your hand, and for symbols between your eyes;
for by strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

17When Pharaoh had let the people go, God didn’t lead them by the way
of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest
perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and they return
to Egypt”;

18but God led the people around by the way of the wilderness by the Red
Sea; and the children of Israel went up armed out of the land of Egypt.

19Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he hadmade the children
of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry upmy
bones away from here with you.”

20 They took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the
edge of the wilderness.

21The LORDwent before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them on
their way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, that they might
go by day and by night:

22 the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, didn’t depart
from before the people.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn back and encamp before

Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, before Baal Zephon. You shall
encamp opposite it by the sea.

3Pharaohwill say of the children of Israel, ‘They are entangled in the land.
The wilderness has shut them in.’

4 Iwill hardenPharaoh’s heart, andhewill followafter them; and Iwill get
honor over Pharaoh, and over all his armies; and the Egyptians shall know
that I am the LORD.” They did so.
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5 The king of Egypt was told that the people had fled; and the heart of
Pharaoh and of his servants was changed toward the people, and they said,
“What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?”

6He prepared his chariot, and took his armywith him;
7 and he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt,

with captains over all of them.
8The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued

the children of Israel; for the children of Israel went out with a high hand.*
9 The Egyptians pursued them. All the horses and chariots of Pharaoh,

his horsemen, and his army overtook them encamping by the sea, beside
Pihahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

10WhenPharaoh camenear, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and
behold, the Egyptiansweremarching after them; and theywere very afraid.
The children of Israel cried out to the LORD.

11 They said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you
taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you treated us this way,
to bring us out of Egypt?

12 Isn’t this theword thatwe spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone,
that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”

13 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today; for you will never
again see the Egyptians whom you have seen today.

14The LORDwill fight for you, and you shall be still.”
15The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Speak to the children

of Israel, that they go forward.
16 Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it.

Then the children of Israel shall go into themiddle of the sea on dry ground.
17Behold, Imyselfwill harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and theywill go

in after them. I will get myself honor over Pharaoh, and over all his armies,
over his chariots, and over his horsemen.

18The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORDwhen I have gottenmyself
honor over Pharaoh, over his chariots, and over his horsemen.”

19The angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them, and stood
behind them.

20 It came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel. There was
the cloud and the darkness, yet it gave light by night. One didn’t come near
the other all night.

21Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD caused the sea
to go back by a strong eastwind all night, andmade the sea dry land, and the
waters were divided.

22The children of Israelwent into themiddle of the sea on the dry ground;
and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

23 The Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the middle of the
sea: all of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

24 In the morning watch, the LORD looked out on the Egyptian army
through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and confused the Egyptian army.

* 14:8 or, defiantly.
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25He took off their chariot wheels, and they drove them heavily; so that
the Egyptians said, “Let’s flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD fights for
them against the Egyptians!”

26 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the
waters may come again on the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their
horsemen.”

27Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its
strengthwhen themorning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it. The
LORD overthrew the Egyptians in themiddle of the sea.

28The waters returned, and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even
all Pharaoh’s army that went in after them into the sea. There remained not
so much as one of them.

29 But the children of Israel walked on dry land in the middle of the sea,
and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31 Israel saw the great work which the LORD did to the Egyptians, and the
people feared the LORD; and they believed in the LORD and in his servant
Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD,* and

said,
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously.

He has thrown the horse and his rider into the sea.
2The LORD† is my strength and song.

He has becomemy salvation.
This is my God, and I will praise him;

my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3The LORD is a man of war.

The LORD‡ is his name.
4He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his army into the sea.

His chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sea.
5The deeps cover them.

They went down into the depths like a stone.
6Your right hand, LORD, is glorious in power.

Your right hand, LORD, dashes the enemy in pieces.
7 In the greatness of your excellency, you overthrow those who rise up

against you.
You send out your wrath. It consumes them as stubble.

8With the blast of your nostrils, the waters were piled up.
The floods stood upright as a heap.
The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea.

9The enemy said, ‘I will pursue. I will overtake. I will divide the plunder.
My desire will be satisfied on them.
I will drawmy sword. My handwill destroy them.’

10You blewwith your wind.
The sea covered them.

* 15:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short formיה Yah. † 15:2 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 15:3 LORDorGOD in all caps is from
the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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They sank like lead in themighty waters.
11Who is like you, LORD, among the gods?

Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12You stretched out your right hand.
The earth swallowed them.

13“You, inyour lovingkindness, have led thepeople thatyouhaveredeemed.
You have guided them in your strength to your holy habitation.

14The peoples have heard.
They tremble.
Pangs have taken hold of the inhabitants of Philistia.

15Then the chiefs of Edomwere dismayed.
Trembling takes hold of themighty men of Moab.
All the inhabitants of Canaan havemelted away.

16Terror and dread falls on them.
By the greatness of your arm they are as still as a stone,
until your people pass over, LORD,
until the people you have purchased pass over.
17 You will bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of your
inheritance,

the place, LORD, which you havemade for yourself to dwell in:
the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands have established.

18The LORDwill reign forever and ever.”
19 For the horses of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his

horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea on
them; but the children of Israel walked on dry land in themiddle of the sea.

20Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her
hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with
dances.

21Miriam answered them,
“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider into the sea.”

22Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea, and they went out into the
wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found
no water.

23 When they came to Marah, they couldn’t drink from the waters of
Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore its namewas calledMarah.§

24The people murmured against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”
25Then he cried to the LORD. The LORD showed him a tree, and he threw

it into thewaters, and thewatersweremade sweet. There hemade a statute
and an ordinance for them, and there he tested them.

26 He said, “If you will diligently listen to the LORD your God’s voice,
and will do that which is right in his eyes, and will pay attention to his
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases on
you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I am the LORDwho heals you.”

27 They came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and
seventy palm trees. They encamped there by the waters.

§ 15:23 Marahmeans bitter.
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16
1 They took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the

children of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of
the land of Egypt.

2 The whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness;

3and the children of Israel said to them, “Wewish that we had died by the
LORD’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots, when we
ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill
this whole assembly with hunger.”

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from the sky for
you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I
may test them, whether they will walk inmy law or not.

5 It shall come to pass on the sixth day, that they shall prepare that which
they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”

6Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “At evening, you shall
know that the LORD has brought you out from the land of Egypt.

7 In the morning, you shall see the LORD’s glory; because he hears your
murmurings against the LORD.Who are we, that youmurmur against us?”

8 Moses said, “Now the LORD will give you meat to eat in the evening,
and in the morning bread to satisfy you, because the LORD hears your
murmurings which you murmur against him. And who are we? Your
murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.”

9Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the congregation of the children of Israel,
‘Come close to the LORD, for he has heard yourmurmurings.’ ”

10As Aaron spoke to thewhole congregation of the children of Israel, they
looked toward thewilderness, and behold, the LORD’s glory appeared in the
cloud.

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel. Speak to them,

saying, ‘At evening you shall eatmeat, and in themorning you shall be filled
with bread. Then youwill know that I am the LORD your God.’ ”

13 In the evening, quail cameupandcovered the camp; and in themorning
the dew lay around the camp.

14When the dew that lay had gone, behold, on the surface of the wilder-
ness was a small round thing, small as the frost on the ground.

15When the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”
For they didn’t knowwhat it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread which
the LORD has given you to eat.

16This is the thingwhich theLORDhas commanded: ‘Gatherof it everyone
according to his eating; an omer* a head, according to the number of your
persons, you shall take it, everyman for those who are in his tent.’ ”

17The children of Israel did so, and some gatheredmore, some less.
18 When they measured it with an omer, he who gathered much had

nothing over, and he who gathered little had no lack. They each gathered
according to his eating.

19Moses said to them, “Let no one leave of it until the morning.”
* 16:16 An omer is about 2.2 liters or about 2.3 quarts
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20Notwithstanding they didn’t listen to Moses, but some of them left of it
until the morning, so it bred worms and became foul; andMoses was angry
with them.

21They gathered itmorning bymorning, everyone according to his eating.
When the sun grew hot, it melted.

22On the sixthday, they gathered twice asmuchbread, twoomers for each
one; and all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.

23He said to them, “This is that which the LORD has spoken, ‘Tomorrow
is a solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake that which you want to
bake, and boil that which you want to boil; and all that remains over lay up
for yourselves to be kept until the morning.’ ”

24They laid it upuntil themorning, asMoses ordered, and it didn’t become
foul, and there were no worms in it.

25Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD. Today
you shall not find it in the field.

26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day is the Sabbath. In it
there shall be none.”

27 On the seventh day, some of the people went out to gather, and they
found none.

28The LORD said toMoses, “How long do you refuse to keepmy command-
ments andmy laws?

29Behold, because the LORDhas given you the Sabbath, therefore he gives
you on the sixth day the bread of two days. Everyone stay in his place. Let
no one go out of his place on the seventh day.”

30 So the people rested on the seventh day.
31The house of Israel called its name “Manna”,† and it was like coriander

seed, white; and its taste was like wafers with honey.
32Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded, ‘Let an

omer-full of it be kept throughout your generations, that they may see the
breadwith which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the
land of Egypt.’ ”

33Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot, and put an omer-full of manna in it,
and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept throughout your generations.”

34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testi-
mony, to be kept.

35 The children of Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an
inhabited land. They ate the manna until they came to the borders of the
land of Canaan.

36Now an omer is one tenth of an ephah.‡

17
1All thecongregationof thechildrenof Israel traveled fromthewilderness

of Sin, starting according to the LORD’s commandment, and encamped in
Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink.

2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the

LORD?”
† 16:31 “Manna” means “What is it?” ‡ 16:36 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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3Thepeoplewere thirsty forwater there; so the peoplemurmuredagainst
Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us, our
children, and our livestock with thirst?”

4Moses cried to theLORD, saying, “What shall I dowith thesepeople? They
are almost ready to stoneme.”

5The LORD said toMoses, “Walk on before the people, and take the elders
of Israel with you, and take the rod in your hand with which you struck the
Nile, and go.

6Behold, Iwill standbeforeyou thereon the rock inHoreb. Youshall strike
the rock, andwaterwill comeout of it, that thepeoplemaydrink.” Mosesdid
so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

7 He called the name of the place Massah,* and Meribah,† because the
children of Israel quarreled, and because they tested the LORD, saying, “Is
the LORD among us, or not?”

8Then Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.
9Moses said to Joshua, “Choosemen forus, andgoout tofightwithAmalek.

Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with God’s rod inmy hand.”
10 So Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought with Amalek; and

Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
11When Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed. When he let down his

hand, Amalek prevailed.
12ButMoses’handswereheavy; so they took a stone, andput it underhim,

and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands, the one on the one side,
and the other on the other side. His hands were steady until sunset.

13 Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
14 The LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in a book, and

rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: that I will utterly blot out the memory of
Amalek from under the sky.”

15Moses built an altar, and called its name “The LORD our Banner”.‡
16He said, “The LORD§ has sworn: ‘The LORD*will havewarwith Amalek

from generation to generation.’ ”
18

1Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that
Godhaddone forMosesand for Israelhispeople, howtheLORDhadbrought
Israel out of Egypt.

2 Jethro,Moses’ father-in-law, receivedZipporah,Moses’wife, after hehad
sent her away,

3and her two sons. The name of one sonwas Gershom,* forMoses said, “I
have lived as a foreigner in a foreign land”.

4The name of the other was Eliezer,† for he said, “My father’s Godwasmy
help and deliveredme from Pharaoh’s sword.”

5 Jethro,Moses’ father-in-law, camewithMoses’ sons andhiswife toMoses
into the wilderness where he was encamped, at the Mountain of God.

* 17:7 Massahmeans testing. † 17:7 Meribahmeans quarreling. ‡ 17:15 Or, The LORDNissi.
LORD orGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from
the short form יה Yah. § 17:16 Hebrew: יה Yah * 17:16 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. * 18:3
“Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. † 18:4 Eliezer means “God is my helper”.
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6 He said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, have come to you with
your wife, and her two sons with her.”

7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, and bowed and kissed him.
They asked each other of their welfare, and they came into the tent.

8Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and
to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardships that had comeon themon
the way, and how the LORD delivered them.

9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to Israel,
in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians.

10 Jethro said, “Blessedbe theLORD,whohasdeliveredyouout of thehand
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh; who has delivered the
people from under the hand of the Egyptians.

11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods because of the way
that they treated people arrogantly.”

12 Jethro,Moses’ father-in-law, tookaburnt offeringand sacrifices forGod.
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-
law before God.

13 On the next day, Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood
aroundMoses from themorning to the evening.

14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did to the people, he said,
“What is this thing that you do for the people? Why do you sit alone, and
all the people stand around you frommorning to evening?”

15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to
inquire of God.

16When they have a matter, they come to me, and I judge between a man
and his neighbor, and I make them know the statutes of God, and his laws.”

17Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you do is not good.
18Youwill surelywear away, both you, and this people that iswith you; for

the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to perform it yourself alone.
19 Listen now to my voice. I will give you counsel, and God be with you.

You represent the people before God, and bring the causes to God.
20You shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and shall show them the

way in which theymust walk, and the work that theymust do.
21Moreover you shall provide out of all the people able men which fear

God: menof truth, hating unjust gain; andplace such over them, to be rulers
of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.

22Let them judge the people at all times. It shall be that every greatmatter
they shall bring to you, but every small matter they shall judge themselves.
So shall it be easier for you, and they shall share the load with you.

23 If youwill do this thing, andGod commandsyou so, thenyouwill be able
to endure, and all these people also will go to their place in peace.”

24SoMoses listened to the voice of his father-in-law, anddid all that hehad
said.

25Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the
people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers
of tens.

26 They judged the people at all times. They brought the hard cases to
Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves.

27 Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went his way into his own
land.
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19
1 In the thirdmonth after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of

Egypt, on that same day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.
2When theyhaddeparted fromRephidim, andhadcome to thewilderness

of Sinai, theyencamped in thewilderness; and there Israel encampedbefore
themountain.

3Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him out of the mountain,
saying, “This is what you shall tell the house of Jacob, and tell the children of
Israel:

4 ‘You have seenwhat I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings, and brought you tomyself.

5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,
then you shall be my own possession from among all peoples; for all the
earth is mine;

6and you shall be tome a kingdomof priests and a holy nation.’ These are
the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.”

7Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and set before them
all these words which the LORD commanded him.

8All thepeople answered together, and said, “All that theLORDhas spoken
wewill do.”
Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.
9The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud, that the

people may hear when I speak with you, andmay also believe you forever.”
Moses told the words of the people to the LORD.

10The LORD said toMoses, “Go to the people, and sanctify them today and
tomorrow, and let themwash their garments,

11 and be ready for the third day; for on the third day the LORDwill come
down in the sight of all the people onMount Sinai.

12 You shall set bounds to the people all around, saying, ‘Be careful that
you don’t go up onto the mountain, or touch its border. Whoever touches
themountain shall be surely put to death.

13No hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot through;
whether it is animal or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds
long, they shall come up to themountain.”

14Moses went down from the mountain to the people, and sanctified the
people; and they washed their clothes.

15 He said to the people, “Be ready by the third day. Don’t have sexual
relations with a woman.”

16On the third day, when it was morning, there were thunders and light-
nings, and a thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound of an exceedingly
loud trumpet; and all the people whowere in the camp trembled.

17Moses led the people out of the camp tomeet God; and they stood at the
lower part of themountain.

18 All of Mount Sinai smoked, because the LORD descended on it in fire;
and its smokeascended like the smokeof a furnace, and thewholemountain
quaked greatly.

19When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke,
and God answered him by a voice.

20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. The
LORD calledMoses to the top of themountain, andMoses went up.
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21 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down, warn the people, lest they break
through to the LORD to gaze, andmany of them perish.

22 Let the priests also, who come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves,
lest the LORD break out on them.”

23Moses said to the LORD, “The people can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for
you warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around themountain, and sanctify it.’ ”

24TheLORDsaid tohim, “Godown! You shall bringAaronupwith you, but
don’t let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD,
lest he break out against them.”

25 SoMoses went down to the people, and told them.

20
1God* spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out

of the house of bondage.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourselves an idol, nor any image of anything

that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth:

5 you shall not bow yourself down to them, nor serve them, for I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children, on the third and on the fourth generation of those who hate me,

6andshowing lovingkindness to thousandsof thosewho lovemeandkeep
my commandments.

7“You shall notmisuse thenameof theLORD† yourGod,‡ for theLORDwill
not hold him guiltless whomisuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
9You shall labor six days, and do all your work,
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. You shall not

do any work in it, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your livestock, nor your strangerwho iswithin
your gates;

11 for in six days the LORDmade heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventhday; therefore theLORDblessed the Sabbath
day, andmade it holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the
land which the LORD your God gives you.

13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your

neighbor’swife, nor hismale servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor
his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”
* 20:1 After “God”, theHebrewhas the two letters “AlephTav” (thefirst and last letters of theHebrew
alphabet), not as a word, but as a grammatical marker. † 20:7 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrewיהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short formיה Yah. ‡ 20:7 or,
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain
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18All thepeopleperceived the thunderings, the lightnings, the soundof the
trumpet, and themountain smoking. When thepeople saw it, they trembled,
and stayed at a distance.

19They said toMoses, “Speakwith us yourself, andwewill listen; but don’t
let God speak with us, lest we die.”

20Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, for God has come to test you,
and that his fear may be before you, that you won’t sin.”

21 The people stayed at a distance, and Moses came near to the thick
darkness where Godwas.

22TheLORDsaid toMoses, “This iswhatyoushall tell the childrenof Israel:
‘You yourselves have seen that I have talked with you from heaven.

23 You shall most certainly not make gods of silver or gods of gold for
yourselves to be alongsideme.

24 You shall make an altar of earth for me, and shall sacrifice on it your
burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle. In
every place where I recordmy name I will come to you and I will bless you.

25 If youmakeme an altar of stone, you shall not build it of cut stones; for
if you lift up your tool on it, you have polluted it.

26You shall not go up by steps tomy altar, that your nakednessmay not be
exposed to it.’

21
1 “Now these are the ordinances which you shall set before them:
2 “If you buy aHebrew servant, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh

he shall go out free without paying anything.
3 If he comes in byhimself, he shall go out byhimself. If he ismarried, then

his wife shall go out with him.
4 If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the

wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out by himself.
5 But if the servant shall plainly say, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my

children. I will not go out free;’
6 then hismaster shall bring him toGod, and shall bring him to the door or

to the doorpost, and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and
he shall serve him forever.

7 “If aman sells his daughter to be a female servant, she shall not go out as
themale servants do.

8 If she doesn’t please her master, who has married her to himself, then
he shall let her be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign
people, since he has dealt deceitfully with her.

9 If he marries her to his son, he shall deal with her as a daughter.
10 If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her food, her

clothing, and her marital rights.
11 If hedoesn’t do these three things forher, shemaygo freewithoutpaying

anymoney.
12 “Onewho strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death,
13 but not if it is unintentional, but God allows it to happen; then I will

appoint you a place where he shall flee.
14 If amanschemesandcomespresumptuouslyonhisneighbor tokill him,

you shall take him frommy altar, that hemay die.



Exodus 21:15 103 Exodus 22:1

15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his mother shall be surely put to
death.

16 “Anyone who kidnaps someone and sells him, or if he is found in his
hand, he shall surely be put to death.

17“Anyonewhocurseshis fatherorhismother shall surelybeput todeath.
18 “If men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone, or with his fist,

and he doesn’t die, but is confined to bed;
19 if he rises again andwalks aroundwithhis staff, thenhewho struckhim

shall be cleared; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall provide
for his healing until he is thoroughly healed.

20 “If a man strikes his servant or his maid with a rod, and he dies under
his hand, theman shall surely be punished.

21Notwithstanding, if his servant gets up after a day or two, he shall not
be punished, for the servant is his property.

22 “If men fight and hurt a pregnant woman so that she gives birth
prematurely, and yet no harm follows, he shall be surely fined as much as
the woman’s husband demands and the judges allow.

23But if any harm follows, then youmust take life for life,
24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
25burning for burning, wound for wound, and bruise for bruise.
26 “If a man strikes his servant’s eye, or his maid’s eye, and destroys it, he

shall let him go free for his eye’s sake.
27 If he strikes out his male servant’s tooth, or his female servant’s tooth,

he shall let the servant go free for his tooth’s sake.
28 “If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the bull shall surely be

stoned, and its meat shall not be eaten; but the owner of the bull shall not
be held responsible.

29But if the bull hadahabit of goring in thepast, and this has been testified
to its owner, and he has not kept it in, but it has killed aman or awoman, the
bull shall be stoned, and its owner shall also be put to death.

30 If a ransom is imposed on him, then he shall give for the redemption of
his life whatever is imposed.

31Whether it has gored a son or has gored a daughter, according to this
judgment it shall be done to him.

32 If the bull gores a male servant or a female servant, thirty shekels* of
silver shall be given to their master, and the ox shall be stoned.

33 “If a man opens a pit, or if a man digs a pit and doesn’t cover it, and a
bull or a donkey falls into it,

34 the owner of the pit shallmake it good. He shall givemoney to its owner,
and the dead animal shall be his.

35 “If one man’s bull injures another’s, so that it dies, then they shall sell
the live bull, and divide its price; and they shall also divide the dead animal.

36Or if it is known that the bull was in the habit of goring in the past, and
its owner has not kept it in, he shall surely pay bull for bull, and the dead
animal shall be his own.

22
1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall pay five

oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.
* 21:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 30 shekels is about 300 grams or about
10.6 ounces.
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2 If the thief is found breaking in, and is struck so that he dies, there shall
be no guilt of bloodshed for him.

3 If the sun has risen on him, he is guilty of bloodshed. He shall make
restitution. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft.

4 If the stolen property is found in his hand alive, whether it is ox, donkey,
or sheep, he shall pay double.

5“If amancauses afieldor vineyard tobe eatenby lettinghis animal loose,
and it grazes in another man’s field, he shall make restitution from the best
of his own field, and from the best of his own vineyard.

6 “If fire breaks out, and catches in thorns so that the shocks of grain, or
the standing grain, or the field are consumed; he who kindled the fire shall
surely make restitution.

7 “If a man delivers to his neighbor money or stuff to keep, and it is stolen
out of theman’s house, if the thief is found, he shall pay double.

8 If the thief isn’t found, then the master of the house shall come near to
God, to find out whether or not he has put his hand on his neighbor’s goods.

9 For every matter of trespass, whether it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep,
for clothing, or for anykindof lost thing, aboutwhichone says, ‘This ismine,’
the cause of both parties shall come before God. He whom God condemns
shall pay double to his neighbor.

10“If amandelivers tohis neighbor adonkey, anox, a sheep, or anyanimal
to keep, and it dies or is injured, or driven away, noman seeing it;

11 theoathof theLORDshall bebetween themboth, hehasnotputhishand
on his neighbor’s goods; and its owner shall accept it, and he shall not make
restitution.

12 But if it is stolen from him, the one who stole shall make restitution to
its owner.

13 If it is torn in pieces, let him bring it for evidence. He shall not make
good that which was torn.

14 “If a man borrows anything of his neighbor’s, and it is injured, or dies,
its owner not being with it, he shall surely make restitution.

15 If its owner is with it, he shall not make it good. If it is a leased thing, it
came for its lease.

16 “If a man entices a virgin who isn’t pledged to bemarried, and lies with
her, he shall surely pay a dowry for her to be his wife.

17 If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money
according to the dowry of virgins.

18 “You shall not allow a sorceress to live.
19 “Whoever has sex with an animal shall surely be put to death.
20 “He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, shall be utterly

destroyed.
21 “You shall not wrong an alien or oppress him, for youwere aliens in the

land of Egypt.
22 “You shall not take advantage of any widow or fatherless child.
23 If you take advantage of themat all, and they cry at all tome, Iwill surely

hear their cry;
24andmywrathwill growhot, and Iwill kill youwith the sword; and your

wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless.
25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall

not be to him as a creditor. You shall not charge him interest.
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26 If you take your neighbor’s garment as collateral, you shall restore it to
him before the sun goes down,

27 for that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What would
he sleep in? It will happen, when he cries to me, that I will hear, for I am
gracious.

28 “You shall not blaspheme God, nor curse a ruler of your people.
29 “You shall not delay to offer from your harvest and from the outflow of

your presses.
“You shall give the firstborn of your sons to me.
30 You shall do likewise with your cattle and with your sheep. It shall be

with its mother seven days, then on the eighth day you shall give it to me.
31 “You shall be holy men to me, therefore you shall not eat any meat that

is torn by animals in the field. You shall cast it to the dogs.

23
1“You shall not spread a false report. Don’t join yourhandwith thewicked

to be amalicious witness.
2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil. You shall not testify in court to

side with amultitude to pervert justice.
3You shall not favor a poorman in his cause.
4 “If youmeet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely

bring it back to him again.
5 If yousee thedonkeyofhimwhohatesyou fallendownunderhisburden,

don’t leave him. You shall surely help himwith it.
6 “You shall not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits.
7 “Keep far from a false charge, and don’t kill the innocent and righteous;

for I will not justify the wicked.
8 “You shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds those who have sight and

perverts the words of the righteous.
9 “You shall not oppress an alien, for you know the heart of an alien, since

you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
10 “For six years you shall sow your land, and shall gather in its increase,
11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of

your peoplemay eat; andwhat they leave the animal of the field shall eat. In
the sameway, you shall deal with your vineyard andwith your olive grove.

12 “Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you shall rest,
that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of your servant,
and the alienmay be refreshed.

13 “Be careful to do all things that I have said to you; and don’t invoke the
name of other gods or even let them be heard out of yourmouth.

14 “You shall observe a feast to me three times a year.
15 You shall observe the feast of unleavened bread. Seven days you shall

eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the
month Abib (for in it you came out of Egypt), and no one shall appear before
me empty.

16And the feast of harvest, the first fruits of your labors, which you sow in
thefield; and the feast of ingathering, at the endof the year,whenyougather
in your labors out of the field.

17Three times in the year all yourmales shall appear before theLordGOD.
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18 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread. The
fat of my feast shall not remain all night until the morning.

19You shall bring the first of the first fruits of your ground into the house
of the LORD your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.
20 “Behold, I send an angel before you, to keep you by theway, and to bring

you into the place which I have prepared.
21 Pay attention to him, and listen to his voice. Don’t provoke him, for he

will not pardon your disobedience, for my name is in him.
22But if you indeed listen to his voice, and do all that I speak, then Iwill be

an enemy to your enemies, and an adversary to your adversaries.
23 For my angel shall go before you, and bring you in to the Amorite, the

Hittite, the Perizzite, the Canaanite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I will
cut them off.

24 You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor follow their
practices, but you shall utterly overthrow them and demolish their pillars.

25 You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and
your water, and I will take sickness away from among you.

26No onewill miscarry or be barren in your land. I will fulfill the number
of your days.

27 Iwill sendmy terror before you, andwill confuse all thepeople towhom
you come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.

28 I will send the hornet before you, which will drive out the Hivite, the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before you.

29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land
become desolate, and the animals of the fieldmultiply against you.

30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have
increased and inherit the land.

31 I will set your border from the Red Sea even to the sea of the Philistines,
and from thewilderness to the River; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the
land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you.

32You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.
33They shall not dwell in your land, lest theymake you sin against me, for

if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

24
1 He said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you, and Aaron, Nadab, and

Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship from a distance.
2Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but they shall not come near.

The people shall not go up with him.”
3 Moses came and told the people all the LORD’s words, and all the

ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, “All the
words which the LORD has spoken will we do.”

4Moseswrote all the LORD’swords, then rose up early in themorning and
built an altar at the base of the mountain, with twelve pillars for the twelve
tribes of Israel.

5He sent youngmen of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings
and sacrificed peace offerings of cattle to the LORD.

6Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he
sprinkled on the altar.
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7He took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people,
and they said, “Wewill do all that the LORD has said, and be obedient.”

8Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, “Look, this
is the blood of the covenant, which the LORDhasmadewith you concerning
all these words.”

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel
went up.

10 They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was like a paved work of
sapphire* stone, like the skies for clearness.

11He didn’t lay his hand on the nobles of the children of Israel. They saw
God, and ate and drank.

12TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Comeup tomeon themountain, and stayhere,
and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the commands that I
have written, that youmay teach them.”

13Moses rose up with Joshua, his servant, and Moses went up onto God’s
Mountain.

14 He said to the elders, “Wait here for us, until we come again to you.
Behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever is involved in a dispute can
go to them.”

15Moses went up on themountain, and the cloud covered themountain.
16 The LORD’s glory settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six

days. The seventh day he called to Moses out of themiddle of the cloud.
17 The appearance of the LORD’s glory was like devouring fire on the top

of themountain in the eyes of the children of Israel.
18 Moses entered into the middle of the cloud, and went up on the

mountain; andMoses was on themountain forty days and forty nights.

25
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they take an offering for me. From

everyone whose heart makes himwilling you shall takemy offering.
3This is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, bronze,
4blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair,
5 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides,* acacia wood,
6oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense,
7onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod and for the breastplate.
8Let themmakeme a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.
9 According to all that I show you, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the

pattern of all of its furniture, even so you shall make it.
10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Its length shall be two and a

half cubits,† its width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and a half its height.
11 You shall overlay it with pure gold. You shall overlay it inside and

outside, and you shall make a goldmolding around it.
12You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four feet. Two

rings shall be on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it.
13You shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay themwith gold.

* 24:10 or, lapis lazuli * 25:5 or, fine leather † 25:10 A cubit is the length from the tip of the
middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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14You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the
ark.

15The poles shall be in the rings of the ark. They shall not be taken from it.
16You shall put the covenant which I shall give you into the ark.
17You shall make amercy seat of pure gold. Two and a half cubits shall be

its length, and a cubit and a half its width.
18You shall make two cherubim of hammered gold. You shall make them

at the two ends of themercy seat.
19Make one cherub at the one end, and one cherub at the other end. You

shall make the cherubim on its two ends of one piece with themercy seat.
20The cherubim shall spread out their wings upward, covering themercy

seat with their wings, with their faces toward one another. The faces of the
cherubim shall be toward themercy seat.

21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall
put the covenant that I will give you.

22There Iwillmeetwith you, and Iwill tell you fromabove themercy seat,
from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the covenant, all
that I command you for the children of Israel.

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Its length shall be two cubits,
and its width a cubit, and its height one and a half cubits.

24You shall overlay it with pure gold, andmake a goldmolding around it.
25You shallmake a rimof a handwidth around it. You shallmake a golden

molding on its rim around it.
26 You shall make four rings of gold for it, and put the rings in the four

corners that are on its four feet.
27 The rings shall be close to the rim, for places for the poles to carry the

table.
28 You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold,

that the table may be carried with them.
29You shall make its dishes, its spoons, its ladles, and its bowls withwhich

to pour out offerings. You shall make them of pure gold.
30You shall set bread of the presence on the table before me always.
31“Youshallmakea lampstandofpuregold. The lampstand shall bemade

of hammered work. Its base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its flowers shall
be of one piece with it.

32There shall be six branches going out of its sides: three branches of the
lamp stand out of its one side, and three branches of the lamp stand out of
its other side;

33 three cups made like almond blossoms in one branch, a bud and a
flower; and three cups made like almond blossoms in the other branch, a
bud and a flower, so for the six branches going out of the lamp stand;

34 and in the lamp stand four cups made like almond blossoms, its buds
and its flowers;

35and a bud under two branches of one piecewith it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, and a bud under two branches of one piece
with it, for the six branches going out of the lamp stand.

36 Their buds and their branches shall be of one piece with it, all of it one
beaten work of pure gold.

37You shallmake its lamps seven, and they shall light its lamps to give light
to the space in front of it.



Exodus 25:38 109 Exodus 26:18

38 Its snuffers and its snuff dishes shall be of pure gold.
39 It shall be made of a talent‡ of pure gold, with all these accessories.
40 See that you make them after their pattern, which has been shown to

you on themountain.

26
1“Moreoveryou shallmake the tabernaclewith ten curtainsoffine twined

linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with cherubim. You shall make
themwith the work of a skillful workman.

2The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits,* and thewidth of
each curtain four cubits: all the curtains shall have onemeasure.

3Five curtains shall be coupled together to one another, and the other five
curtains shall be coupled to one another.

4You shallmake loops of blue on the edge of the one curtain from the edge
in the coupling, and you shall do likewise on the edge of the curtain that is
outermost in the second coupling.

5 You shall make fifty loops in the one curtain, and you shall make fifty
loops in the edge of the curtain that is in the second coupling. The loops shall
be opposite one another.

6You shallmakefifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains to one another
with the clasps. The tabernacle shall be a unit.

7“You shallmake curtains of goats’hair for a covering over the tabernacle.
You shall make eleven curtains.

8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width of each
curtain four cubits: the eleven curtains shall have onemeasure.

9 You shall couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by them-
selves, and shall double over the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tent.

10Youshallmakefifty loopson theedgeof theonecurtain that is outermost
in the coupling, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtainwhich is outermost
in the second coupling.

11 You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put the clasps into the loops,
and couple the tent together, that it may be one.

12 The overhanging part that remains of the curtains of the tent—the half
curtain that remains—shall hang over the back of the tabernacle.

13 The cubit on the one side and the cubit on the other side, of that which
remains in the length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang over the sides of
the tabernacle on this side and on that side, to cover it.

14 You shall make a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a
covering of sea cow hides above.

15 “You shall make the boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing
upright.

16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and one and a half cubits the
width of each board.

17There shall be two tenons in eachboard, joined to one another: thus you
shall make for all the boards of the tabernacle.

18 You shall make twenty boards for the tabernacle, for the south side
southward.

‡ 25:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces * 26:2 A cubit is the length
from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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19 You shall make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; two
sockets under one board for its two tenons, and two sockets under another
board for its two tenons.

20For the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, twenty boards,
21 and their forty sockets of silver; two sockets under one board, and two

sockets under another board.
22For the far side of the tabernacle westward you shall make six boards.
23 You shall make two boards for the corners of the tabernacle in the far

side.
24They shall be double beneath, and in the same way they shall be whole

to its top to one ring: thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two
corners.

25 There shall be eight boards, and their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets;
two sockets under one board, and two sockets under another board.

26 “You shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards of the one side
of the tabernacle,

27and five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five
bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the far side westward.

28Themiddle bar in themiddle of the boards shall pass through from end
to end.

29You shall overlay the boards with gold, andmake their rings of gold for
places for the bars. You shall overlay the bars with gold.

30 You shall set up the tabernacle according to the way that it was shown
to you on themountain.

31 “You shall make a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined
linen, with cherubim. It shall be the work of a skillful workman.

32You shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaidwith gold; their hooks
shall be of gold, on four sockets of silver.

33You shall hangup the veil under the clasps, and shall bring the ark of the
covenant in therewithin the veil. The veil shall separate the holy place from
themost holy for you.

34You shall put themercy seat on the ark of the covenant in themost holy
place.

35You shall set the table outside the veil, and the lamp stand opposite the
table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south. You shall put the table
on the north side.

36 “You shall make a screen for the door of the Tent, of blue, and purple,
and scarlet, and fine twined linen, the work of the embroiderer.

37 You shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay them
with gold. Their hooks shall be of gold. You shall cast five sockets of bronze
for them.

27
1“You shallmake the altar of acaciawood, five cubits* long, andfive cubits

wide. The altar shall be square. Its height shall be three cubits.†
2Youshallmake itshornson its four corners. Its horns shall beof onepiece

with it. You shall overlay it with bronze.
3You shall make its pots to take away its ashes; and its shovels, its basins,

its meat hooks, and its fire pans. You shall make all its vessels of bronze.
* 27:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters. † 27:1 The altar was to be about 2.3×2.3×1.4 meters or about 7½×7½×4½
feet.
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4You shall make a grating for it of network of bronze. On the net you shall
make four bronze rings in its four corners.

5 You shall put it under the ledge around the altar beneath, that the net
may reach halfway up the altar.

6You shallmakepoles for the altar, poles of acaciawood, andoverlay them
with bronze.

7 Its poles shall be put into the rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides
of the altar when carrying it.

8 You shall make it hollow with planks. They shall make it as it has been
shown you on themountain.

9 “You shallmake the court of the tabernacle: for the south side southward
there shall be hangings for the court of fine twined linen onehundred cubits
long for one side.

10 Its pillars shall be twenty, and their sockets twenty, of bronze. Thehooks
of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.

11 Likewise for the length of the north side, there shall be hangings one
hundred cubits long, and its pillars twenty, and their sockets twenty, of
bronze; the hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of silver.

12 For the width of the court on the west side shall be hangings of fifty
cubits; their pillars ten, and their sockets ten.

13The width of the court on the east side eastward shall be fifty cubits.
14 The hangings for the one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits; their

pillars three, and their sockets three.
15For the other side shall be hangings of fifteen cubits; their pillars three,

and their sockets three.
16 For the gate of the court shall be a screen of twenty cubits, of blue, and

purple, andscarlet, andfine twined linen, theworkof theembroiderer; their
pillars four, and their sockets four.

17All thepillars of the court aroundshall befilletedwith silver; theirhooks
of silver, and their sockets of bronze.

18The length of the court shall be one hundred cubits, and the width fifty
throughout, and theheight five cubits, of fine twined linen, and their sockets
of bronze.

19 All the instruments of the tabernacle in all its service, and all its pins,
and all the pins of the court, shall be of bronze.

20 “You shall command the children of Israel, that they bring to you pure
olive oil beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to burn continually.

21 In the Tent of Meeting, outside the veil which is before the covenant,
Aaron and his sons shall keep it in order from evening to morning before
the LORD: it shall be a statute forever throughout their generations on the
behalf of the children of Israel.

28
1 “Bring Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, near to you from

among the childrenof Israel, that hemayminister tome in thepriest’s office:
Aaron, with Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.

2 You shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for
beauty.
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3You shall speak to all who are wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the
spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments to sanctify him, that he
mayminister to me in the priest’s office.

4These are the garmentswhich they shallmake: a breastplate, an ephod, a
robe, a fitted tunic, a turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister to me in the priest’s
office.

5They shall use the gold, and the blue, and the purple, and the scarlet, and
the fine linen.

6 “They shallmake the ephod of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined
linen, the work of the skillful workman.

7 It shall have two shoulder straps joined to the two ends of it, that it may
be joined together.

8The skillfully woven band, which is on it, shall be like its work and of the
same piece; of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.

9 You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the
children of Israel.

10Six of their names on the one stone, and thenames of the six that remain
on the other stone, in the order of their birth.

11With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet,
you shall engrave the two stones, according to the names of the children of
Israel. You shall make them to be enclosed in settings of gold.

12 You shall put the two stones on the shoulder straps of the ephod, to be
stones of memorial for the children of Israel. Aaron shall bear their names
before the LORD on his two shoulders for amemorial.

13You shall make settings of gold,
14 and two chains of pure gold; you shall make them like cords of braided

work. You shall put the braided chains on the settings.
15 “You shall make a breastplate of judgment, the work of the skillful

workman; like the work of the ephod you shall make it; of gold, of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, you shall make it.

16 It shall be square and folded double; a span* shall be its length, and a
span its width.

17 You shall set in it settings of stones, four rows of stones: a row of ruby,
topaz, and beryl shall be the first row;

18and the second row a turquoise, a sapphire,† and an emerald;
19and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 and the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be

enclosed in gold in their settings.
21 The stones shall be according to the names of the children of Israel,

twelve, according to their names; like the engravings of a signet, everyone
according to his name, they shall be for the twelve tribes.

22You shall make on the breastplate chains like cords, of braided work of
pure gold.

23 You shall make on the breastplate two rings of gold, and shall put the
two rings on the two ends of the breastplate.

* 28:16 A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little fingerwhen his hand
is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) † 28:18 or, lapis lazuli
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24You shall put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings at the ends
of the breastplate.

25 The other two ends of the two braided chains you shall put on the two
settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in its forepart.

26You shallmake two rings of gold, and you shall put themon the two ends
of the breastplate, on its edge, which is toward the side of the ephod inward.

27You shallmake two rings of gold, and shall put themon the two shoulder
straps of the ephod underneath, in its forepart, close by its coupling, above
the skillfully woven band of the ephod.

28They shall bind the breastplate by its rings to the rings of the ephodwith
a lace of blue, that it may be on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and
that the breastplate may not swing out from the ephod.

29Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate
of judgment on his heart, when he goes in to the holy place, for a memorial
before the LORD continually.

30Youshall put in thebreastplateof judgment theUrimand theThummim;
and they shall be on Aaron’s heart, when he goes in before the LORD. Aaron
shall bear the judgmentof the childrenof Israel onhisheart before theLORD
continually.

31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue.
32 It shall have ahole for thehead in themiddle of it. It shall have abinding

ofwovenwork around its hole, as itwere the hole of a coat ofmail, that it not
be torn.

33On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of
scarlet, all around its hem; with bells of gold between and around them:

34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate,
around the hem of the robe.

35 It shall be on Aaron to minister: and its sound shall be heard when he
goes in to the holy place before the LORD, and when he comes out, that he
not die.

36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold, and engrave on it, like the
engravings of a signet, ‘HOLY TO THE LORD.’

37You shall put it on a lace of blue, and it shall be on the sash. It shall be on
the front of the sash.

38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall bear the iniquity of the
holy things,which the childrenof Israel shallmakeholy inall theirholygifts;
and it shall be always on his forehead, that theymay be accepted before the
LORD.

39 You shall weave the tunic with fine linen. You shall make a turban of
fine linen. You shall make a sash, the work of the embroiderer.

40“You shallmake tunics forAaron’s sons. You shallmake sashes for them.
You shall make headbands for them, for glory and for beauty.

41 You shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him,
and shall anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they
mayminister to me in the priest’s office.

42 You shall make them linen pants to cover their naked flesh. They shall
reach from the waist even to the thighs.

43 They shall be on Aaron and on his sons, when they go in to the Tent of
Meeting, or when they come near to the altar to minister in the holy place,
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that they don’t bear iniquity, and die. This shall be a statute forever to him
and to his offspring after him.

29
1 “This is the thing that you shall do to them tomake themholy, tominister

tome in the priest’s office: take one young bull and two ramswithout defect,
2 unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened

wafers anointed with oil. You shall make them of fine wheat flour.
3 You shall put them into one basket, and bring them in the basket, with

the bull and the two rams.
4You shall bringAaron andhis sons to the door of the Tent ofMeeting, and

shall wash themwith water.
5You shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the tunic, the robe of the

ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and clothe him with the skillfully
woven band of the ephod.

6 You shall set the turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the
turban.

7Then you shall take the anointing oil, and pour it on his head, and anoint
him.

8You shall bring his sons, and put tunics on them.
9You shall clothe themwithbelts, Aaronandhis sons, andbindheadbands

on them. They shall have the priesthood by a perpetual statute. You shall
consecrate Aaron and his sons.

10 “You shall bring the bull before the Tent of Meeting; and Aaron and his
sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull.

11You shall kill the bull before the LORDat the door of the Tent ofMeeting.
12You shall take of the blood of the bull, and put it on the horns of the altar

with your finger; and you shall pour out all the blood at the base of the altar.
13 You shall take all the fat that covers the innards, the cover of the liver,

the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar.
14But the meat of the bull, and its skin, and its dung, you shall burn with

fire outside of the camp. It is a sin offering.
15 “You shall also take the one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their

hands on the head of the ram.
16You shall kill the ram, andyou shall take its blood, and sprinkle it around

on the altar.
17 You shall cut the ram into its pieces, and wash its innards, and its legs,

and put themwith its pieces, and with its head.
18 You shall burn the whole ram on the altar: it is a burnt offering to the

LORD; it is a pleasant aroma, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.
19 “You shall take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their

hands on the head of the ram.
20Then you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood, and put it on the

tip of the right ear of Aaron, and on the tip of the right ear of his sons, and
on the thumb of their right hand, and on the big toe of their right foot; and
sprinkle the blood around on the altar.

21 You shall take of the blood that is on the altar, and of the anointing oil,
and sprinkle it on Aaron, and on his garments, and on his sons, and on the
garments of his sonswith him: and he shall bemade holy, and his garments,
and his sons, and his sons’ garments with him.
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22Also you shall take some of the ram’s fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two kidneys, the fat that is on them,
and the right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),

23and one loaf of bread, one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out of the
basket of unleavened bread that is before the LORD.

24Youshall put all of this inAaron’shands, and inhis sons’hands, and shall
wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.

25You shall take them from their hands, and burn themon the altar on the
burnt offering, for a pleasant aroma before the LORD: it is an offeringmade
by fire to the LORD.

26 “You shall take the breast of Aaron’s ram of consecration, and wave it
for a wave offering before the LORD. It shall be your portion.

27 You shall sanctify the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of
the wave offering, which is waved, and which is raised up, of the ram of
consecration, even of that which is for Aaron, and of that which is for his
sons.

28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons as their portion forever from the
children of Israel; for it is a wave offering. It shall be a wave offering from
the children of Israel of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, even their
wave offering to the LORD.

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be for his sons after him, to be
anointed in them, and to be consecrated in them.

30Seven days shall the sonwho is priest in his place put them on, when he
comes into the Tent of Meeting to minister in the holy place.

31 “You shall take the ram of consecration and boil its meat in a holy place.
32Aaron and his sons shall eat the meat of the ram, and the bread that is

in the basket, at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
33 They shall eat those things with which atonement was made, to conse-

crate and sanctify them; but a stranger shall not eat of it, because they are
holy.

34 If anything of the meat of the consecration, or of the bread, remains to
the morning, then you shall burn the remainder with fire. It shall not be
eaten, because it is holy.

35 “You shall do so to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have
commanded you. You shall consecrate them seven days.

36Everydayyou shall offer thebull of sinoffering for atonement. You shall
cleanse the altar when you make atonement for it. You shall anoint it, to
sanctify it.

37 Seven days you shall make atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and
the altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar shall be holy.

38 “Now this is thatwhich you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a year old
day by day continually.

39 The one lamb you shall offer in the morning; and the other lamb you
shall offer at evening;

40andwith the one lamba tenth part of an ephah* of fineflourmixedwith
the fourth part of a hin† of beaten oil, and the fourth part of a hin ofwine for
a drink offering.

* 29:40 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 29:40 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons, so a fourth of a hin is about 1.6 liters.
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41 The other lamb you shall offer at evening, and shall do to it according
to themeal offering of themorning and according to its drink offering, for a
pleasant aroma, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

42 It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the
door of the Tent of Meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to
speak there to you.

43 There I will meet with the children of Israel; and the place shall be
sanctified bymy glory.

44 Iwill sanctify the Tent ofMeeting and the altar. Iwill also sanctify Aaron
and his sons to minister to me in the priest’s office.

45 I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God.
46They shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought themout of

the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them: I am the LORD their God.

30
1 “You shall make an altar to burn incense on. You shall make it of acacia

wood.
2 Its length shall be a cubit,* and its width a cubit. It shall be square, and

its height shall be two cubits. Its horns shall be of one piece with it.
3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, its top, its sides around it, and its

horns; and you shall make a goldmolding around it.
4You shall make two golden rings for it under its molding; on its two ribs,

on its two sides you shall make them; and they shall be for places for poles
with which to bear it.

5You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay themwith gold.
6 You shall put it before the veil that is by the ark of the covenant, before

themercy seat that is over the covenant, where I will meet with you.
7Aaron shall burn incense of sweet spices on it every morning. When he

tends the lamps, he shall burn it.
8 When Aaron lights the lamps at evening, he shall burn it, a perpetual

incense before the LORD throughout your generations.
9 You shall offer no strange incense on it, nor burnt offering, nor meal

offering; and you shall pour no drink offering on it.
10 Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once in the year; with the

blood of the sin offering of atonement once in the year he shall make
atonement for it throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.”

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12“Whenyou takeacensusof thechildrenof Israel, according to thosewho

are counted among them, then each man shall give a ransom for his soul to
the LORDwhen you count them, that there be no plague among themwhen
you count them.

13They shall give this, everyonewhopassesover to thosewhoare counted,
half a shekel according to the shekel† of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty
gerahs‡); half a shekel for an offering to the LORD.

14Everyonewho passes over to thosewho are counted, from twenty years
old and upward, shall give the offering to the LORD.

* 30:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. † 30:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 30:13 a
gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains
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15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less, than the
half shekel,§ when they give the offering of the LORD, to make atonement
for your souls.

16 You shall take the atonement money from the children of Israel, and
shall appoint it for the service of the Tent of Meeting; that it may be a
memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD, tomake atonement for
your souls.”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze, and its base of bronze, in which

to wash. You shall put it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and you
shall put water in it.

19Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in it.
20When they go into the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water, that

they not die; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

21So they shallwash their hands and their feet, that theynot die. This shall
be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his descendants throughout
their generations.”

22Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Also take fine spices: of liquid myrrh, five hundred shekels;* and of

fragrant cinnamonhalf asmuch, even twohundredandfifty; andof fragrant
cane, two hundred and fifty;

24andof cassia fivehundred, according to the shekel of the sanctuary; and
a hin† of olive oil.

25You shallmake it into a holy anointing oil, a perfume compounded after
the art of the perfumer: it shall be a holy anointing oil.

26You shall use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the covenant,
27 the table and all its articles, the lamp stand and its accessories, the altar

of incense,
28 thealtarofburntofferingwithall itsutensils, and thebasinwith itsbase.
29You shall sanctify them, that they may be most holy. Whatever touches

them shall be holy.
30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and sanctify them, that they may

minister to me in the priest’s office.
31 You shall speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘This shall be a holy

anointing oil to me throughout your generations.
32 It shall not be poured on man’s flesh, and do not make any like it,

according to its composition. It is holy. It shall be holy to you.
33Whoever compounds any like it, orwhoever puts any of it on a stranger,

he shall be cut off from his people.’ ”
34 The LORD said to Moses, “Take to yourself sweet spices, gum resin,

onycha, and galbanum: sweet spices with pure frankincense. There shall
be an equal weight of each.

35 You shall make incense of it, a perfume after the art of the perfumer,
seasoned with salt, pure and holy.

§ 30:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 30:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or
about 0.35 ounces, so 500 shekels is about 5 kilograms or about 11 pounds. † 30:24 A hin is about
6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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36 You shall beat some of it very small, and put some of it before the
covenant in the Tent of Meeting, where I will meet with you. It shall be to
youmost holy.

37 You shall not make this incense, according to its composition, for
yourselves: it shall be to you holy for the LORD.

38Whoever shall make any like that, to smell of it, he shall be cut off from
his people.”

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Behold, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of

the tribe of Judah.
3 I have filled himwith the Spirit of God, inwisdom, and in understanding,

and in knowledge, and in all kinds of workmanship,
4 to devise skillful works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in bronze,
5and in cutting of stones for setting, and in carving of wood, to work in all

kinds of workmanship.
6Behold, Imyself haveappointedwithhimOholiab, the sonofAhisamach,

of the tribe of Dan; and in the heart of all who are wise-hearted I have put
wisdom, that theymaymake all that I have commanded you:

7 the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the covenant, the mercy seat that is on it,
all the furniture of the Tent,

8 the table and its vessels, the pure lamp standwith all its vessels, the altar
of incense,

9 the altar of burnt offering with all its vessels, the basin and its base,
10 the finelyworked garments—the holy garments forAaron the priest, the

garments of his sons to minister in the priest’s office—
11 the anointing oil, and the incense of sweet spices for the holy place:

according to all that I have commanded you they shall do.”
12The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
13 “Speak also to the children of Israel, saying, ‘Most certainly you shall

keep my Sabbaths; for it is a sign between me and you throughout your
generations, that youmay know that I am the LORDwho sanctifies you.

14You shall keep the Sabbath therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyonewho
profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work therein,
that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

15 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of
solemn rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day
shall surely be put to death.

16 Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.

17 It is a sign betweenme and the children of Israel forever; for in six days
theLORDmadeheavenandearth, andon the seventhdayhe rested, andwas
refreshed.’ ”

18Whenhe finished speakingwith him onMount Sinai, he gaveMoses the
two tablets of the covenant, stone tablets, written with God’s finger.

32
1When the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the moun-

tain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron, and said to him,
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“Come,makeus gods,which shall go before us; for as for thisMoses, theman
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we don’t knowwhat has become
of him.”

2Aaron said to them, “Take off the golden rings, which are in the ears of
your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them tome.”

3 All the people took off the golden rings which were in their ears, and
brought them to Aaron.

4He received what they handed him, fashioned it with an engraving tool,
and made it a molded calf. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel,
which brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a
proclamation, and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.”

6 They rose up early on the next day, and offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and
rose up to play.

7 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go, get down; for your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves!

8Theyhave turnedawayquickly out of thewaywhich I commanded them.
They havemade themselves amolded calf, and haveworshiped it, and have
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, which brought you up
out of the land of Egypt.’ ”

9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen these people, and behold, they are
a stiff-necked people.

10 Now therefore leave me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against
them, and that I may consume them; and I will make of you a great nation.”

11Moses begged the LORD his God, and said, “LORD, why does yourwrath
burn hot against your people, that you have brought out of the land of Egypt
with great power andwith amighty hand?

12Why should the Egyptians talk, saying, ‘He brought them out for evil,
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the surface of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath, and turn away from this evil against
your people.

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you
swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring*
as the stars of the sky, and all this land that I have spoken of I will give to
your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ”

14So the LORD turned away from the evil which he said hewould do to his
people.

15Moses turned, and went down from the mountain, with the two tablets
of the covenant in his hand; tablets that were written on both their sides.
They were written on one side and on the other.

16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of
God, engraved on the tablets.

17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to
Moses, “There is the noise of war in the camp.”

18He said, “It isn’t the voice of those who shout for victory. It is not the
voice of those who cry for being overcome; but the noise of those who sing
that I hear.”
* 32:13 or, seed
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19As soon as he came near to the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing.
Then Moses’ anger grew hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands, and
broke them beneath themountain.

20He took the calf which they had made, and burned it with fire, ground
it to powder, and scattered it on the water, and made the children of Israel
drink it.

21Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you have
brought a great sin on them?”

22 Aaron said, “Don’t let the anger of my lord grow hot. You know the
people, that they are set on evil.

23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods, which shall go before us. As for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we don’t know
what has become of him.’

24 I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them take it off.’ So they gave
it to me; and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.”

25WhenMoses saw that the people were out of control, (for Aaron had let
them lose control, causing derision among their enemies),

26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the
LORD’s side, come tome!”
All the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him.
27He said to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man put his

sword on his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and every man kill his brother, and every man his companion, and
everyman his neighbor.’ ”

28 The sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. About three
thousandmen fell of the people that day.

29Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, for every man
was against his son and against his brother, that he may give you a blessing
today.”

30On the next day, Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin.
Now I will go up to the LORD. Perhaps I shall make atonement for your sin.”

31Moses returned to the LORD, and said, “Oh, this people have sinned a
great sin, and havemade themselves gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if you will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out of
your book which you have written.”

33TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Whoeverhas sinnedagainstme, Iwill blot him
out of my book.

34 Now go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you.
Behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I
punish, I will punish them for their sin.”

35 The LORD struck the people, because of what they did with the calf,
which Aaronmade.

33
1The LORD spoke to Moses, “Depart, go up from here, you and the people

thatyouhavebroughtupoutof the landofEgypt, to the landofwhich I swore
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’

2 I will send an angel before you; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

3Go to a landflowingwithmilk andhoney; but Iwill not go up among you,
for you are a stiff-necked people, lest I consume you on the way.”
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4When the people heard this evil news, theymourned; and no one put on
his jewelry.

5 The LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-
necked people. If I were to go up among you for one moment, I would
consume you. Therefore now take off your jewelry from you, that I may
knowwhat to do to you.’ ”

6 The children of Israel stripped themselves of their jewelry from Mount
Horeb onward.

7NowMoses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far away
from the camp, and he called it “The Tent ofMeeting.” Everyonewho sought
the LORDwent out to the Tent of Meeting, which was outside the camp.

8 When Moses went out to the Tent, all the people rose up, and stood,
everyone at their tent door, and watched Moses, until he had gone into the
Tent.

9When Moses entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud descended, stood
at the door of the Tent, and the LORD spoke withMoses.

10All the people saw the pillar of cloud stand at the door of the Tent, and
all the people rose up andworshiped, everyone at their tent door.

11The LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. He
turned again into the camp, but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young
man, didn’t depart from the Tent.

12Moses said to the LORD, “Behold, you tell me, ‘Bring up this people;’ and
you haven’t let me knowwhom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I
know you by name, and you have also found favor inmy sight.’

13Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please showme your
way, now, that I may know you, so that I may find favor in your sight; and
consider that this nation is your people.”

14He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15Moses said to him, “If your presence doesn’t go with me, don’t carry us

up from here.
16For howwould people know that I have found favor in your sight, I and

your people? Isn’t it that you gowith us, so thatwe are separated, I and your
people, from all the people who are on the surface of the earth?”

17The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this thing also that you have spoken;
for you have found favor inmy sight, and I know you by name.”

18Moses said, “Please showme your glory.”
19He said, “I willmake allmy goodness pass before you, andwill proclaim

the LORD’s name before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will showmercy on whom I will showmercy.”

20He said, “You cannot see my face, for manmay not see me and live.”
21The LORD also said, “Behold, there is a place byme, and you shall stand

on the rock.
22 It will happen, while my glory passes by, that I will put you in a cleft of

the rock, and will cover you withmy hand until I have passed by;
23 then I will take away my hand, and you will see my back; but my face

shall not be seen.”

34
1TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Chisel twostone tablets like thefirst. Iwillwrite

on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.
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2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai,
and present yourself there to me on the top of themountain.

3Noone shall comeupwith you or be seen anywhere on themountain. Do
not let the flocks or herds graze in front of that mountain.”

4He chiseled two tablets of stone like the first; then Moses rose up early
in the morning, and went up to Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded
him, and took in his hand two stone tablets.

5 The LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the LORD’s* name.

6The LORDpassed by before him, and proclaimed, “The LORD! The LORD,
amerciful and graciousGod, slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness
and truth,

7 keeping loving kindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and disobedi-
ence and sin; andwhowill by nomeans clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, and on the children’s children, on the third
and on the fourth generation.”

8Moses hurried and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped.
9He said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord

go among us, even though this is a stiff-necked people; pardon our iniquity
and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

10 He said, “Behold, I make a covenant: before all your people I will do
marvels, such as have not been worked in all the earth, nor in any nation;
and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD; for
it is an awesome thing that I do with you.

11Observe thatwhich I commandyou today. Behold, Iwill driveoutbefore
you the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite.

12 Be careful, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land
where you are going, lest it be for a snare among you;

13 but you shall break down their altars, and dash in pieces their pillars,
and you shall cut down their Asherah poles;

14 for you shallworshipnoother god; for theLORD,whosename is Jealous,
is a jealous God.

15 “Don’t make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, lest they play
the prostitute after their gods, and sacrifice to their gods, and one call you
and you eat of his sacrifice;

16 and you take of their daughters to your sons, and their daughters play
the prostitute after their gods, and make your sons play the prostitute after
their gods.

17 “You shall make no cast idols for yourselves.
18 “You shall keep the feast of unleavened bread. Seven days you shall eat

unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in themonth
Abib; for in themonth Abib you came out of Egypt.

19 “All that opens thewomb ismine; and all your livestock that ismale, the
firstborn of cow and sheep.

20 You shall redeem the firstborn of a donkey with a lamb. If you will not
redeem it, then you shall break its neck. You shall redeem all the firstborn
of your sons. No one shall appear before me empty.
* 34:5 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.



Exodus 34:21 123 Exodus 35:7

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest: in
plowing time and in harvest you shall rest.

22 “You shall observe the feast of weeks with the first fruits of wheat
harvest, and the feast of harvest at the year’s end.

23Three times in the year all yourmales shall appear before theLordGOD,
the God of Israel.

24For Iwill drive outnationsbefore youandenlarge yourborders; neither
shall any man desire your land when you go up to appear before the LORD,
your God, three times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread. The
sacrifice of the feast of the Passover shall not be left to themorning.

26 “You shall bring the first of the first fruits of your ground to the house of
the LORD your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”
27 The LORD said to Moses, “Write these words; for in accordance with

these words I havemade a covenant with you andwith Israel.”
28He was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate

bread, nor drank water. He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant,
the ten commandments.

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the
covenant in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mountain, Moses
didn’t know that the skin of his face shone by reason of his speaking with
him.

30When Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin
of his face shone; and they were afraid to come near him.

31Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation
returned to him; andMoses spoke to them.

32Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them all the
commandments that the LORD had spoken with him onMount Sinai.

33WhenMoses was done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.
34 But when Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he took

the veil off, until he came out; and he came out, and spoke to the children of
Israel that which he was commanded.

35The childrenof Israel sawMoses’ face, that the skinofMoses’ face shone;
so Moses put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

35
1Moses assembled all the congregation of the children of Israel, and said

to them, “These are the words which the LORD has commanded, that you
should do them.

2 ‘Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be a holy
day for you, a Sabbath of solemn rest to the LORD: whoever does any work
in it shall be put to death.

3 You shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations on the Sabbath
day.’ ”

4Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “This
is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying,

5 ‘Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing
heart, let him bring it as the LORD’s offering: gold, silver, bronze,

6blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair,
7 rams’ skins dyed red, sea cow hides, acacia wood,
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8oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense,
9onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod and for the breastplate.
10 “ ‘Let every wise-hearted man among you come, and make all that the

LORD has commanded:
11 the tabernacle, its outer covering, its roof, its clasps, its boards, its bars,

its pillars, and its sockets;
12 the ark, and its poles, the mercy seat, the veil of the screen;
13 the table with its poles and all its vessels, and the show bread;
14 the lamp stand also for the light, with its vessels, its lamps, and the oil

for the light;
15 and the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil, the sweet

incense, the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle;
16 the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its

vessels, the basin and its base;
17 the hangings of the court, its pillars, their sockets, and the screen for the

gate of the court;
18 the pins of the tabernacle, the pins of the court, and their cords;
19 the finely worked garments for ministering in the holy place—the holy

garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons—to minister in
the priest’s office.’ ”

20All the congregationof the childrenof Israel departed fromthepresence
of Moses.

21They came, everyone whose heart stirred him up, and everyone whom
his spirit made willing, and brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the
Tent of Meeting, and for all of its service, and for the holy garments.

22They came, bothmenandwomen, asmanyaswerewilling-hearted, and
broughtbrooches, earrings, signet rings, andarmlets, all jewels of gold; even
everymanwho offered an offering of gold to the LORD.

23Everyone with whom was found blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’
hair, rams’ skins dyed red, and sea cow hides, brought them.

24 Everyone who offered an offering of silver and bronze brought the
LORD’s offering; and everyone with whom was found acacia wood for any
work of the service, brought it.

25 All the women who were wise-hearted spun with their hands, and
brought that which they had spun: the blue, the purple, the scarlet, and the
fine linen.

26All the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun the goats’
hair.

27The rulers brought the onyx stones and the stones to be set for the ephod
and for the breastplate;

28with the spice and the oil for the light, for the anointing oil, and for the
sweet incense.

29 The children of Israel brought a free will offering to the LORD; every
man and woman whose heart made them willing to bring for all the work,
which the LORD had commanded to bemade byMoses.

30 Moses said to the children of Israel, “Behold, the LORD has called by
name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah.

31Hehas filled himwith the Spirit of God, inwisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge, and in all kinds of workmanship;

32and tomake skillful works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze,
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33 in cutting of stones for setting, and in carving of wood, to work in all
kinds of skillful workmanship.

34He has put in his heart that he may teach, both he and Oholiab, the son
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

35He has filled themwith wisdom of heart to work all kinds of workman-
ship, of the engraver, of the skillful workman, and of the embroiderer, in
blue, in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of those
who do any workmanship, and of those whomake skillful works.

36
1 “Bezalel and Oholiab shall work with every wise-heartedman, in whom

the LORD has put wisdom and understanding to know how to do all the
work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD has
commanded.”

2Moses calledBezalel andOholiab, and everywise-heartedman, inwhose
heart the LORD had put wisdom, even everyonewhose heart stirred him up
to come to the work to do it.

3 They received from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel
hadbrought for thework of the service of the sanctuary,withwhich tomake
it. They kept bringing free will offerings to him everymorning.

4All thewisemen,whoperformedall theworkof the sanctuary, eachcame
from his work which he did.

5They spoke toMoses, saying, “The people have broughtmuchmore than
enough for the service of the work which the LORD commanded tomake.”

6 Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed
throughout the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman make anything
else for the offering for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from
bringing.

7For the stuff they had was sufficient to do all the work, and toomuch.
8 All the wise-hearted men among those who did the work made the

tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, blue, purple, and scarlet.
Theymade themwith cherubim, the work of a skillful workman.

9 The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits,* and the width of
each curtain four cubits. All the curtains had onemeasure.

10He coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he
coupled to one another.

11Hemade loops of blueon the edgeof theone curtain from theedge in the
coupling. Likewise hemade in the edge of the curtain that was outermost in
the second coupling.

12He made fifty loops in the one curtain, and he made fifty loops in the
edge of the curtain thatwas in the second coupling. The loopswere opposite
to one another.

13He made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains to one another
with the clasps: so the tabernacle was a unit.

14He made curtains of goats’ hair for a covering over the tabernacle. He
made them eleven curtains.

15 The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits the width
of each curtain. The eleven curtains had onemeasure.

16He coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves.
* 36:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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17 He made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was outermost in
the coupling, and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain which was
outermost in the second coupling.

18He made fifty clasps of bronze to couple the tent together, that it might
be a unit.

19Hemade a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering
of sea cow hides above.

20Hemade the boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing up.
21Ten cubits was the length of a board, and a cubit and a half the width of

each board.
22 Each board had two tenons, joined to one another. He made all the

boards of the tabernacle this way.
23Hemade the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side

southward.
24He made forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards: two sockets

under one board for its two tenons, and two sockets under another board
for its two tenons.

25For the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, hemade twenty
boards

26 and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under one board, and two
sockets under another board.

27For the far part of the tabernacle westward hemade six boards.
28Hemade two boards for the corners of the tabernacle in the far part.
29 They were double beneath, and in the same way they were all the way

to its top to one ring. He did this to both of them in the two corners.
30 There were eight boards and their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets—

under every board two sockets.
31He made bars of acacia wood: five for the boards of the one side of the

tabernacle,
32and five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five

bars for the boards of the tabernacle for the hinder part westward.
33Hemade themiddlebar topass through in themiddleof theboards from

the one end to the other.
34He overlaid the boardswith gold, andmade their rings of gold as places

for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.
35 He made the veil of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, with

cherubim. Hemade it the work of a skillful workman.
36Hemade four pillars of acacia for it, and overlaid themwith gold. Their

hooks were of gold. He cast four sockets of silver for them.
37He made a screen for the door of the tent, of blue, purple, scarlet, and

fine twined linen, the work of an embroiderer;
38and the five pillars of it with their hooks. He overlaid their capitals and

their fillets with gold, and their five sockets were of bronze.

37
1 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Its length was two and a half

cubits,* and its width a cubit and a half, and a cubit and a half its height.
2He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of

gold for it around it.
* 37:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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3He cast four rings of gold for it in its four feet—two rings on its one side,
and two rings on its other side.

4Hemade poles of acacia wood and overlaid themwith gold.
5He put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.
6Hemade a mercy seat of pure gold. Its length was two and a half cubits,

and a cubit and a half its width.
7Hemade two cherubimof gold. Hemade themof beatenwork, at the two

ends of themercy seat:
8one cherub at the one end, and one cherub at the other end. Hemade the

cherubim of one piece with themercy seat at its two ends.
9Thecherubimspreadout theirwingsabove, covering themercyseatwith

their wings, with their faces toward one another. The faces of the cherubim
were toward themercy seat.

10 He made the table of acacia wood. Its length was two cubits, and its
width was a cubit, and its height was a cubit and a half.

11He overlaid it with pure gold, andmade a goldmolding around it.
12 He made a border of a hand’s width around it, and made a golden

molding on its border around it.
13He cast four rings of gold for it, and put the rings in the four corners that

were on its four feet.
14The rings were close by the border, the places for the poles to carry the

table.
15Hemade the poles of acaciawood, and overlaid themwith gold, to carry

the table.
16He made the vessels which were on the table, its dishes, its spoons, its

bowls, and its pitchers with which to pour out, of pure gold.
17Hemade the lamp stand of pure gold. Hemade the lamp stand of beaten

work. Its base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its flowers were of one piece
with it.

18 There were six branches going out of its sides: three branches of the
lamp stand out of its one side, and three branches of the lamp stand out of
its other side:

19 three cups made like almond blossoms in one branch, a bud and a
flower, and three cups made like almond blossoms in the other branch, a
bud and a flower; so for the six branches going out of the lamp stand.

20 In the lamp stand were four cups made like almond blossoms, its buds
and its flowers;

21and a bud under two branches of one piecewith it, and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, and a bud under two branches of one piece
with it, for the six branches going out of it.

22Theirbudsand theirbrancheswereof onepiecewith it. Thewhole thing
was one beaten work of pure gold.

23He made its seven lamps, and its snuffers, and its snuff dishes, of pure
gold.

24Hemade it of a talent† of pure gold, with all its vessels.
25He made the altar of incense of acacia wood. It was square: its length

was a cubit, and its width a cubit. Its height was two cubits. Its horns were
of one piece with it.

† 37:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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26He overlaid it with pure gold: its top, its sides around it, and its horns.
Hemade a goldmolding around it.

27Hemade twogolden rings for it under itsmolding crown, on its two ribs,
on its two sides, for places for poles with which to carry it.

28Hemade the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid themwith gold.
29 He made the holy anointing oil and the pure incense of sweet spices,

after the art of the perfumer.

38
1He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood. It was square. Its

length was five cubits,* its width was five cubits, and its height was three
cubits.

2Hemade its horns on its four corners. Its hornswere of one piecewith it,
and he overlaid it with bronze.

3Hemade all the vessels of the altar: the pots, the shovels, the basins, the
forks, and the fire pans. Hemade all its vessels of bronze.

4He made for the altar a grating of a network of bronze, under the ledge
around it beneath, reaching halfway up.

5He cast four rings for the four corners of bronze grating, to be places for
the poles.

6Hemade the poles of acacia wood, and overlaid themwith bronze.
7Heput thepoles into the ringson the sidesof thealtar,withwhich to carry

it. Hemade it hollowwith planks.
8Hemade the basin of bronze, and its base of bronze, out of themirrors of

theministering womenwhoministered at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
9Hemade thecourt: for the southside southward thehangingsof thecourt

were of fine twined linen, one hundred cubits;
10 their pillars were twenty, and their sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks

of the pillars and their fillets were of silver.
11 For the north side one hundred cubits, their pillars twenty, and their

sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of silver.
12For thewest sidewerehangings offifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their

sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of silver.
13For the east side eastward fifty cubits,
14 the hangings for the one sidewere fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and

their sockets three;
15 and so for the other side: on this hand and that hand by the gate of the

court were hangings of fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets
three.

16All the hangings around the court were of fine twined linen.
17 The sockets for the pillars were of bronze. The hooks of the pillars and

their fillets were of silver. Their capitals were overlaid with silver. All the
pillars of the court had silver bands.

18 The screen for the gate of the court was the work of the embroiderer,
of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen. Twenty cubits was the length,
and the height along thewidthwasfive cubits, like the hangings of the court.

19Their pillars were four, and their sockets four, of bronze; their hooks of
silver, and the overlaying of their capitals, and their fillets, of silver.
* 38:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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20All the pins of the tabernacle, and around the court, were of bronze.
21 These are the amounts of materials used for the tabernacle, even

the Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were counted, according to the
commandment of Moses, for the service of the Levites, by the hand of
Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.

22Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that
the LORD commandedMoses.

23 With him was Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an
engraver, and a skillful workman, and an embroiderer in blue, in purple,
in scarlet, and in fine linen.

24All the gold that was used for the work in all the work of the sanctuary,
even the gold of the offering, was twenty-nine talents† and seven hundred
thirty shekels, according to the shekel‡ of the sanctuary.

25 The silver of those who were counted of the congregation was one
hundred talents§ and one thousand seven hundred seventy-five shekels,*
according to the shekel of the sanctuary:

26 a beka† a head, that is, half a shekel, according to the shekel‡ of the
sanctuary, for everyone who passed over to those who were counted, from
twenty years old and upward, for six hundred three thousand five hundred
fifty men.

27 The one hundred talents§ of silver were for casting the sockets of the
sanctuary and the sockets of the veil: one hundred sockets for the one
hundred talents, one talent per socket.

28 From the one thousand seven hundred seventy-five shekels* he made
hooks for the pillars, overlaid their capitals, andmade fillets for them.

29 The bronze of the offering was seventy talents† and two thousand four
hundred shekels.‡

30 With this he made the sockets to the door of the Tent of Meeting, the
bronze altar, the bronze grating for it, all the vessels of the altar,

31 the sockets around the court, the sockets of the gate of the court, all the
pins of the tabernacle, and all the pins around the court.

39
1Of the blue, purple, and scarlet, they made finely worked garments for

ministering in the holy place, andmade the holy garments for Aaron, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

2Hemade the ephod of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.
3They beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it intowires, towork it inwith

the blue, the purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen, the work of the skillful
workman.

4They made shoulder straps for it, joined together. It was joined together
at the two ends.
† 38:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces. ‡ 38:24 A shekel is about
10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces. § 38:25 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds * 38:25
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 38:26 a beka is about 5 grams or about 0.175
ounces ‡ 38:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 38:27 A talent is about 30
kilograms or 66 pounds. * 38:28 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1775 shekels
is about 17.75 kilograms or about 39 pounds. † 38:29 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
‡ 38:29 70 talents + 2400 shekels is about 2124 kilograms, or 2.124metric tons.
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5The skillfullywovenband thatwason it,withwhich to fasten it on,wasof
the samepiece, like itswork: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, andfine twined
linen, as the LORD commandedMoses.

6Theyworked the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold, engravedwith
the engravings of a signet, according to the names of the children of Israel.

7Heput themon the shoulder strapsof theephod, tobe stonesofmemorial
for the children of Israel, as the LORD commandedMoses.

8He made the breastplate, the work of a skillful workman, like the work
of the ephod: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen.

9 It was square. Theymade the breastplate double. Its lengthwas a span,*
and its width a span, being double.

10 They set in it four rows of stones. A row of ruby, topaz, and beryl was
the first row;

11and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire,† and an emerald;
12and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
13 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They were

enclosed in gold settings.
14The stoneswere according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve,

according to theirnames; like theengravingsof a signet, everyoneaccording
to his name, for the twelve tribes.

15Theymade on the breastplate chains like cords, of braidedwork of pure
gold.

16Theymade two settings of gold, and twogold rings, andput the tworings
on the two ends of the breastplate.

17 They put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings at the ends of
the breastplate.

18 The other two ends of the two braided chains they put on the two
settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod, in its front.

19 They made two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the
breastplate, on its edge, which was toward the side of the ephod inward.

20 They made two more rings of gold, and put them on the two shoulder
straps of the ephod underneath, in its front, close by its coupling, above the
skillfully woven band of the ephod.

21 They bound the breastplate by its rings to the rings of the ephod with
a lace of blue, that it might be on the skillfully woven band of the ephod,
and that the breastplate might not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD
commandedMoses.

22Hemade the robe of the ephod of wovenwork, all of blue.
23The opening of the robe in themiddle of it was like the opening of a coat

of mail, with a binding around its opening, that it should not be torn.
24 They made on the skirts of the robe pomegranates of blue, purple,

scarlet, and twined linen.
25 They made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the

pomegranates around the skirts of the robe, between the pomegranates;
26 a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, around the skirts

of the robe, to minister in, as the LORD commandedMoses.

* 39:9 A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand
is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) † 39:11 or, lapis lazuli
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27Theymade the tunics of fine linen of wovenwork for Aaron and for his
sons,

28 the turban of fine linen, the linen headbands of fine linen, the linen
trousers of fine twined linen,

29 the sash of fine twined linen, blue, purple, and scarlet, the work of the
embroiderer, as the LORD commandedMoses.

30They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an
inscription, like the engravings of a signet: “HOLY TO THE LORD”.

31They tied to it a lace of blue, to fasten it on the turbanabove, as the LORD
commandedMoses.

32Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting was finished.
The children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commandedMoses;
so they did.

33They brought the tabernacle toMoses: the tent, with all its furniture, its
clasps, its boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets,

34 the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, the covering of sea cow hides, the
veil of the screen,

35 the ark of the covenant with its poles, the mercy seat,
36 the table, all its vessels, the show bread,
37 the pure lamp stand, its lamps, even the lamps to be set in order, all its

vessels, the oil for the light,
38 the golden altar, the anointing oil, the sweet incense, the screen for the

door of the Tent,
39 thebronzealtar, its gratingof bronze, its poles, all of its vessels, thebasin

and its base,
40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, its sockets, the screen for the gate

of the court, its cords, its pins, and all the instruments of the service of the
tabernacle, for the Tent of Meeting,

41 the finely worked garments for ministering in the holy place, the holy
garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in
the priest’s office.

42 According to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of
Israel did all the work.

43Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it as the LORD had
commanded. They had done so; andMoses blessed them.

40
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of

the Tent of Meeting.
3 You shall put the ark of the covenant in it, and you shall screen the ark

with the veil.
4You shall bring in the table, and set in order the things that are on it. You

shall bring in the lamp stand, and light its lamps.
5You shall set the golden altar for incense before the ark of the covenant,

and put the screen of the door to the tabernacle.
6 “You shall set the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle

of the Tent of Meeting.
7 You shall set the basin between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and

shall put water therein.
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8You shall set up the court around it, and hang up the screen of the gate of
the court.

9 “You shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is
in it, and shall make it holy, and all its furniture, and it will be holy.

10 You shall anoint the altar of burnt offering, with all its vessels, and
sanctify the altar, and the altar will be most holy.

11You shall anoint the basin and its base, and sanctify it.
12 “You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting,

and shall wash themwith water.
13You shall put onAaron theholy garments; and you shall anoint him, and

sanctify him, that hemayminister to me in the priest’s office.
14You shall bring his sons, and put tunics on them.
15 You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may

minister to me in the priest’s office. Their anointing shall be to them for an
everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.”

16Moses did so. According to all that the LORD commandedhim, so he did.
17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the

tabernacle was raised up.
18Moses raisedup the tabernacle, and laid its sockets, andsetup itsboards,

and put in its bars, and raised up its pillars.
19He spread the covering over the tent, and put the roof of the tabernacle

above on it, as the LORD commandedMoses.
20He took and put the covenant into the ark, and set the poles on the ark,

and put themercy seat above on the ark.
21He brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the screen,

and screened the ark of the covenant, as the LORD commandedMoses.
22 He put the table in the Tent of Meeting, on the north side of the

tabernacle, outside of the veil.
23Heset thebread inorderon itbefore theLORD,as theLORDcommanded

Moses.
24He put the lamp stand in the Tent of Meeting, opposite the table, on the

south side of the tabernacle.
25He lit the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD commandedMoses.
26He put the golden altar in the Tent of Meeting before the veil;
27 and he burned incense of sweet spices on it, as the LORD commanded

Moses.
28He put up the screen of the door to the tabernacle.
29He set the altar of burnt offering at the door of the tabernacle of the Tent

ofMeeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and themeal offering, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

30Heset thebasinbetween theTent ofMeetingand thealtar, andputwater
therein, with which to wash.

31Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed their hands and their feet there.
32When they went into the Tent of Meeting, and when they came near to

the altar, they washed, as the LORD commandedMoses.
33He raised up the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up

the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished the work.
34Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the LORD’s glory filled

the tabernacle.
35Moses wasn’t able to enter into the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud

stayed on it, and the LORD’s glory filled the tabernacle.
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36When the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of
Israel went onward, throughout all their journeys;

37but if the cloudwasn’t takenup, then they didn’t travel until the day that
it was taken up.

38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there was
fire in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all
their journeys.
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The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1 The LORD* called to Moses, and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting,
saying,

2“Speak to the childrenof Israel, and tell them, ‘Whenanyoneof youoffers
an offering to the LORD, you shall offer your offering of the livestock, from
the herd and from the flock.

3 “ ‘If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male
without defect. He shall offer it at the door of the Tent of Meeting, that he
may be accepted before the LORD.

4He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be
accepted for him tomake atonement for him.

5 He shall kill the bull before the LORD. Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall
present the blood and sprinkle the blood around on the altar that is at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

6He shall skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces.
7 The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay wood in

order on the fire;
8and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall lay the pieces, the head, and the fat in

order on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar;
9 but he shall wash its innards and its legs with water. The priest shall

burn all of it on the altar, for a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of a
pleasant aroma to the LORD.

10 “ ‘If his offering is from the flock, from the sheep or from the goats, for a
burnt offering, he shall offer amale without defect.

11He shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD. Aaron’s
sons, the priests, shall sprinkle its blood around on the altar.

12He shall cut it into its pieces, with its head and its fat. The priest shall lay
them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar,

13 but the innards and the legs he shall wash with water. The priest shall
offer the whole, and burn it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

14 “ ‘If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall
offer his offering from turtledoves or of young pigeons.

15 The priest shall bring it to the altar, and wring off its head, and burn it
on the altar; and its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar;

16 and he shall take away its crop and its feathers, and cast it beside the
altar on the east part, in the place of the ashes.

17He shall tear it by its wings, but shall not divide it apart. The priest shall
burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, an
offeringmade by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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2
1 “ ‘When anyone offers an offering of a meal offering to the LORD, his

offering shall be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense
on it.

2He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests. He shall take his handful of
its fine flour, and of its oil, with all its frankincense, and the priest shall burn
itsmemorial on the altar, an offeringmadebyfire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD.

3That which is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is
a most holy part of the offerings of the LORDmade by fire.

4 “ ‘When you offer an offering of a meal offering baked in the oven, it
shall be unleavened cakes of fineflourmixedwith oil, or unleavenedwafers
anointed with oil.

5 If your offering is a meal offering made on a griddle, it shall be of
unleavened fine flour, mixed with oil.

6You shall cut it in pieces, and pour oil on it. It is a meal offering.
7 If your offering is ameal offering of the pan, it shall bemade of fine flour

with oil.
8You shall bring themeal offering that ismadeof these things to theLORD.

It shall be presented to the priest, and he shall bring it to the altar.
9The priest shall take from themeal offering its memorial, and shall burn

it on the altar, an offeringmade by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.
10 That which is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It

is a most holy part of the offerings of the LORDmade by fire.
11 “ ‘Nomeal offeringwhich you shall offer to the LORD shall bemadewith

yeast; for you shall burn no yeast, nor any honey, as an offeringmade byfire
to the LORD.

12As an offering of first fruits you shall offer them to the LORD, but they
shall not rise up as a pleasant aroma on the altar.

13Every offering of yourmeal offering you shall seasonwith salt. You shall
not allow the salt of the covenant of your God* to be lacking from yourmeal
offering. With all your offerings you shall offer salt.

14 “ ‘If you offer a meal offering of first fruits to the LORD, you shall offer
for the meal offering of your first fruits fresh heads of grain parched with
fire and crushed.

15You shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it. It is a meal offering.
16The priest shall burn as its memorial part of its crushed grain and part

of its oil, along with all its frankincense. It is an offering made by fire to the
LORD.

3
1 “ ‘If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he offers it from the

herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without defect before the
LORD.

2He shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it at the door
of the Tent of Meeting. Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood
around on the altar.

3He shall offer of the sacrifice of peace offerings an offering made by fire
to the LORD. The fat that covers the innards, and all the fat that is on the
innards,
* 2:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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4and the twokidneys, and the fat that is on them,which is by the loins, and
the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take away.

5Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar on the burnt offering, which is on
thewood that is on thefire: it is an offeringmadebyfire, of a pleasant aroma
to the LORD.

6 “ ‘If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD is from the
flock, either male or female, he shall offer it without defect.

7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD;
8and he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it before the

Tent of Meeting. Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood around on the altar.
9He shall offer from the sacrifice of peace offerings an offering made by

fire to the LORD; its fat, the entire tail fat, he shall take away close to the
backbone; and the fat that covers the entrails, and all the fat that is on the
entrails,

10 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the loins,
and the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take away.

11The priest shall burn it on the altar: it is the food of the offeringmade by
fire to the LORD.

12 “ ‘If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.
13He shall lay his hand on its head, and kill it before the Tent of Meeting;

and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle its blood around on the altar.
14 He shall offer from it as his offering, an offering made by fire to the

LORD; the fat that covers the innards, and all the fat that is on the innards,
15 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the loins,

and the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall take away.
16Thepriest shall burn themon thealtar: it is the foodof theofferingmade

by fire, for a pleasant aroma; all the fat is the LORD’s.
17 “ ‘It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your

dwellings, that you shall eat neither fat nor blood.’ ”

4
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘If anyone sins unintentionally, in

any of the things which the LORD has commanded not to be done, and does
any one of them,

3 if the anointed priest sins so as to bring guilt on the people, then let him
offer for his sinwhichhehas sinned a youngbullwithout defect to the LORD
for a sin offering.

4He shall bring thebull to thedoor of theTent ofMeetingbefore theLORD;
and he shall lay his hand on the head of the bull, and kill the bull before the
LORD.

5The anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull, and bring it
to the Tent of Meeting.

6Thepriest shall diphis finger in theblood, and sprinkle someof theblood
seven times before the LORD, before the veil of the sanctuary.

7 The priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of sweet
incense before the LORD, which is in the Tent of Meeting; and he shall pour
out the rest of the blood of the bull at the base of the altar of burnt offering,
which is at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
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8He shall take all the fat of the bull of the sin offering from it: the fat that
covers the innards, and all the fat that is on the innards,

9and the twokidneys, and the fat that is on them,which is by the loins, and
the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he shall remove,

10 as it is removed from the bull of the sacrifice of peace offerings. The
priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering.

11He shall carry the bull’s skin, all itsmeat, with its head, andwith its legs,
its innards, and its dung

12 —all the rest of the bull—outside of the camp to a clean place where the
ashesarepouredout, andburn it onwoodwithfire. It shall beburnedwhere
the ashes are poured out.

13 “ ‘If the whole congregation of Israel sins, and the thing is hidden from
the eyes of the assembly, and they have done any of the things which the
LORD has commanded not to be done, and are guilty;

14when the sin in which they have sinned is known, then the assembly
shall offer a young bull for a sin offering, and bring it before the Tent of
Meeting.

15 The elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the
bull before the LORD; and the bull shall be killed before the LORD.

16The anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull to the Tent
of Meeting.

17 The priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times
before the LORD, before the veil.

18He shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar which is before
the LORD, that is in the Tent of Meeting; and the rest of the blood he shall
pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering, which is at the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

19All its fat he shall take from it, and burn it on the altar.
20He shall do this with the bull; as he did with the bull of the sin offering,

so he shall do with this; and the priest shall make atonement for them, and
they shall be forgiven.

21He shall carry the bull outside the camp, and burn it as he burned the
first bull. It is the sin offering for the assembly.

22“ ‘Whenaruler sins, andunwittinglydoesanyoneofall the thingswhich
the LORD his God has commanded not to be done, and is guilty,

23 if his sin inwhich he has sinned ismade known to him, he shall bring as
his offering a goat, a male without defect.

24Heshall layhishandon theheadof thegoat, andkill it in theplacewhere
they kill the burnt offering before the LORD. It is a sin offering.

25The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offeringwith his finger,
and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering. He shall pour out the
rest of its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering.

26All its fat he shall burn on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of peace
offerings; and the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin,
and he will be forgiven.

27 “ ‘If anyone of the common people sins unwittingly, in doing any of the
things which the LORD has commanded not to be done, and is guilty,

28 if his sinwhich he has sinned ismade known to him, then he shall bring
for his offering a goat, a female without defect, for his sin which he has
sinned.
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29 He shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin
offering in the place of burnt offering.

30 The priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and put it on the
horns of the altar of burnt offering; and the rest of its blood he shall pour out
at the base of the altar.

31All its fat he shall take away, like the fat is taken away from the sacrifice
of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a pleasant
aroma to the LORD; and the priest shall make atonement for him, and he
will be forgiven.

32 “ ‘If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a
female without defect.

33He shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill it for a sin
offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering.

34The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offeringwith his finger,
and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering; and all the rest of its
blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar.

35He shall remove all its fat, like the fat of the lamb is removed from the
sacrifice of peace offerings. The priest shall burn them on the altar, on the
offerings of theLORDmadebyfire. Thepriest shallmake atonement for him
concerning his sin that he has sinned, and he will be forgiven.

5
1 “ ‘If anyone sins, in that he hears a public adjuration to testify, he being a

witness, whether he has seen or known, if he doesn’t report it, then he shall
bear his iniquity.

2 “ ‘Or if anyone touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass of an
uncleananimal, or the carcassofunclean livestock, or the carcassofunclean
creeping things, and it is hidden from him, and he is unclean, then he shall
be guilty.

3 “ ‘Or if he touches the uncleanness of man, whatever his uncleanness is
with which he is unclean, and it is hidden from him; when he knows of it,
then he shall be guilty.

4 “ ‘Or if anyone swears rashly with his lips to do evil or to do good—
whatever it is that a man might utter rashly with an oath, and it is hidden
from him—when he knows of it, then he will be guilty of one of these.

5 It shall be, whenhe is guilty of one of these, he shall confess that inwhich
he has sinned;

6 and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he
has sinned: a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering; and
the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin.

7 “ ‘If he can’t afford a lamb, then he shall bring his trespass offering for
that in which he has sinned, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, to the
LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.

8He shall bring them to the priest, who shall first offer the onewhich is for
the sin offering. He shall wring off its head from its neck, but shall not sever
it completely.

9He shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the
altar; and the rest of the blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar. It
is a sin offering.
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10 He shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the ordi-
nance; and the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin
which he has sinned, and he shall be forgiven.

11 “ ‘But if he can’t afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he
shall bring as his offering for that in which he has sinned, one tenth of an
ephah* of fine flour for a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it, and he shall
not put any frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering.

12He shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it as
the memorial portion, and burn it on the altar, on the offerings of the LORD
made by fire. It is a sin offering.

13The priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin that he has
sinned in any of these things, and he will be forgiven; and the rest shall be
the priest’s, as themeal offering.’ ”

14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
15 “If anyone commits a trespass, and sins unwittingly regarding the

LORD’s holy things, then he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD:
a ram without defect from the flock, according to your estimation in silver
by shekels, according to the shekel† of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering.

16He shall make restitution for that which he has done wrong regarding
the holy thing, and shall add a fifth part to it, and give it to the priest; and the
priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering,
and he will be forgiven.

17“If anyone sins, doing anyof the thingswhich theLORDhas commanded
not to be done, though he didn’t know it, he is still guilty, and shall bear his
iniquity.

18He shall bring a ramwithout defect from of the flock, according to your
estimation, for a trespass offering, to the priest; and the priest shall make
atonement forhimconcerning the thing inwhichhe sinnedanddidn’t know
it, and he will be forgiven.

19 It is a trespass offering. He is certainly guilty before the LORD.”
6

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “If anyone sins, and commits a trespass against the LORD, and deals

falsely with his neighbor in amatter of deposit, or of bargain, or of robbery,
or has oppressed his neighbor,

3or has found thatwhichwas lost, and lied about it, and swearing to a lie—
in any of these things that a man sins in his actions—

4 then it shall be, if he has sinned, and is guilty, he shall restore that which
he took by robbery, or the thing which he has gotten by oppression, or the
deposit which was committed to him, or the lost thing which he found,

5or any thing about which he has sworn falsely: he shall restore it in full,
and shall add a fifth part more to it. He shall return it to him to whom it
belongs in the day of his being found guilty.

6 He shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD: a ram without defect
from the flock, according to your estimation, for a trespass offering, to the
priest.
* 5:11 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 5:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces.
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7The priest shallmake atonement for himbefore the LORD, and hewill be
forgiven concerning whatever he does to become guilty.”

8The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the burnt

offering: the burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until
the morning; and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

10 The priest shall put on his linen garment, and he shall put on his linen
trousers upon his body; and he shall remove the ashes from where the fire
has consumed the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside
the altar.

11He shall take off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry the
ashes outside the camp to a clean place.

12Thefireon thealtar shall bekeptburningon it, it shall not goout; and the
priest shall burn wood on it every morning. He shall lay the burnt offering
in order upon it, and shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings.

13Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.
14 “ ‘This is the law of the meal offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it

before the LORD, before the altar.
15Heshall take fromtherehishandful of thefineflourof themeal offering,

and of its oil, and all the frankincense which is on the meal offering, and
shall burn it on the altar for a pleasant aroma, as its memorial portion, to
the LORD.

16 That which is left of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten
without yeast in a holy place. They shall eat it in the court of the Tent of
Meeting.

17 It shall not be baked with yeast. I have given it as their portion of my
offeringsmade byfire. It ismost holy, as are the sin offering and the trespass
offering.

18Every male among the children of Aaron shall eat of it, as their portion
forever throughout your generations, from the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire. Whoever touches them shall be holy.’ ”

19The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
20 “This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer to

theLORD in thedaywhenhe is anointed: one tenthof anephah*offineflour
for ameal offering perpetually, half of it in themorning, and half of it in the
evening.

21 It shall be made with oil in a griddle. When it is soaked, you shall bring
it in. You shall offer the meal offering in baked pieces for a pleasant aroma
to the LORD.

22 The anointed priest that will be in his place from among his sons shall
offer it. By a statute forever, it shall be wholly burned to the LORD.

23 Every meal offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be
eaten.”

24The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
25 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the sin

offering: in the placewhere the burnt offering is killed, the sin offering shall
be killed before the LORD. It is most holy.

* 6:20 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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26Thepriestwhooffers it for sin shall eat it. It shall be eaten inaholyplace,
in the court of the Tent of Meeting.

27 Whatever shall touch its flesh shall be holy. When there is any of its
blood sprinkled on a garment, you shallwash that onwhich itwas sprinkled
in a holy place.

28 But the earthen vessel in which it is boiled shall be broken; and if it is
boiled in a bronze vessel, it shall be scoured, and rinsed in water.

29Everymale among the priests shall eat of it. It is most holy.
30 No sin offering, of which any of the blood is brought into the Tent of

Meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be eaten. It shall be
burned with fire.

7
1 “ ‘This is the law of the trespass offering: It is most holy.
2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering, he shall kill the trespass

offering; and its blood he shall sprinkle around on the altar.
3He shall offer all of its fat: the fat tail, and the fat that covers the innards,
4andhe shall take away the twokidneys, and the fat that is on them,which

is by the loins, and the cover on the liver, with the kidneys;
5 and the priest shall burn them on the altar for an offering made by fire

to the LORD: it is a trespass offering.
6 Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy

place. It is most holy.
7 “ ‘As is the sin offering, so is the trespass offering; there is one law for

them. The priest whomakes atonement with them shall have it.
8The priest who offers anyman’s burnt offering shall have for himself the

skin of the burnt offering which he has offered.
9Every meal offering that is baked in the oven, and all that is prepared in

the pan and on the griddle, shall be the priest’s who offers it.
10 Every meal offering, mixed with oil or dry, belongs to all the sons of

Aaron, one as well as another.
11 “ ‘This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which one shall offer

to the LORD:
12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice

of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers
anointed with oil, and cakes mixed with oil.

13 He shall offer his offering with the sacrifice of his peace offerings for
thanksgiving with cakes of leavened bread.

14 Of it he shall offer one out of each offering for a heave offering to the
LORD. It shall be the priest’s who sprinkles the blood of the peace offerings.

15The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be
eatenon thedayofhis offering. He shall not leaveanyof it until themorning.

16“ ‘But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow, or a freewill offering, it shall
be eatenon theday that he offershis sacrifice. On thenext daywhat remains
of it shall be eaten,

17 but what remains of the meat of the sacrifice on the third day shall be
burned with fire.

18 If any of the meat of the sacrifice of his peace offerings is eaten on the
thirdday, itwill notbeaccepted, and it shallnotbecredited tohimwhooffers
it. It will be an abomination, and the soul who eats any of it will bear his
iniquity.
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19 “ ‘Themeat that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be
burned with fire. As for themeat, everyone who is cleanmay eat it;

20but the soul who eats of the meat of the sacrifice of peace offerings that
belongs to the LORD, having his uncleanness on him, that soul shall be cut
off from his people.

21Whenanyone touches any unclean thing, the uncleanness ofman, or an
unclean animal, or any unclean abomination, and eats some of the meat of
the sacrifice of peace offerings which belong to the LORD, that soul shall be
cut off from his people.’ ”

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘You shall eat no fat, of bull, or

sheep, or goat.
24 The fat of that which dies of itself, and the fat of that which is torn of

animals, may be used for any other service, but you shall in noway eat of it.
25 For whoever eats the fat of the animal which men offer as an offering

made by fire to the LORD, even the soul who eats it shall be cut off from his
people.

26You shall not eat any blood, whether it is of bird or of animal, in any of
your dwellings.

27 Whoever it is who eats any blood, that soul shall be cut off from his
people.’ ”

28The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
29 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘He who offers the sacrifice of

his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD out of
the sacrifice of his peace offerings.

30With his own hands he shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by
fire. He shall bring the fat with the breast, that the breast may be waved for
a wave offering before the LORD.

31The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast shall be Aaron’s
and his sons’.

32The right thigh you shall give to the priest for a heave offering out of the
sacrifices of your peace offerings.

33He among the sons of Aaronwho offers the blood of the peace offerings,
and the fat, shall have the right thigh for a portion.

34 For the waved breast and the heaved thigh I have taken from the
childrenof Israel out of the sacrificesof theirpeaceofferings, andhavegiven
them to Aaron the priest and to his sons as their portion forever from the
children of Israel.’ ”

35This is the consecrated portion of Aaron, and the consecrated portion of
his sons, out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he
presented them tominister to the LORD in the priest’s office;

36which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel,
in the day that he anointed them. It is their portion forever throughout their
generations.

37 This is the law of the burnt offering, the meal offering, the sin offering,
the trespass offering, the consecration, and the sacrifice of peace offerings

38which the LORD commanded Moses in Mount Sinai in the day that he
commanded the children of Israel to offer their offerings to the LORD, in the
wilderness of Sinai.
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8
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Take Aaron and his sonswith him, and the garments, and the anointing

oil, and the bull of the sin offering, and the two rams, and the basket of
unleavened bread;

3and assemble all the congregation at the door of the Tent of Meeting.”
4 Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the congregation was

assembled at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
5Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing which the LORD has

commanded to be done.”
6Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed themwith water.
7He put the tunic on him, tied the sash on him, clothed himwith the robe,

put the ephod on him, and he tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod on
him and fastened it to himwith it.

8He placed the breastplate on him. He put the Urim and Thummim in the
breastplate.

9He set the turban on his head. He set the golden plate, the holy crown, on
the front of the turban, as the LORD commandedMoses.

10Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that
was in it, and sanctified them.

11He sprinkled it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all
its vessels, and the basin and its base, to sanctify them.

12Hepoured someof the anointing oil onAaron’s head, and anointed him,
to sanctify him.

13 Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and clothed them with tunics, and tied
sashes on them, and put headbands on them, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

14He brought the bull of the sin offering, andAaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the bull of the sin offering.

15He killed it; andMoses took the blood, and put it around on the horns of
the altar with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured out the blood at
the base of the altar, and sanctified it, to make atonement for it.

16He took all the fat thatwas on the innards, and the cover of the liver, and
the two kidneys, and their fat; andMoses burned it on the altar.

17But the bull, and its skin, and its meat, and its dung, he burnedwith fire
outside the camp, as the LORD commandedMoses.

18Hepresented the ramof theburnt offering. Aaronandhis sons laid their
hands on the head of the ram.

19He killed it; andMoses sprinkled the blood around on the altar.
20 He cut the ram into its pieces; and Moses burned the head, and the

pieces, and the fat.
21He washed the innards and the legs with water; and Moses burned the

whole ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering for a pleasant aroma. It was
an offeringmade by fire to the LORD, as the LORD commandedMoses.

22Hepresented theother ram, the ramof consecration. Aaronandhis sons
laid their hands on the head of the ram.

23He killed it; and Moses took some of its blood, and put it on the tip of
Aaron’s right ear, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the great toe of
his right foot.
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24He brought Aaron’s sons; andMoses put some of the blood on the tip of
their right ear, and on the thumb of their right hand, and on the great toe of
their right foot; andMoses sprinkled the blood around on the altar.

25He took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat that was on the innards, the cover
of the liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and the right thigh;

26 and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD,
he took one unleavened cake, one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, and
placed them on the fat and on the right thigh.

27Heputall these inAaron’shandsand inhis sons’hands, andwaved them
for a wave offering before the LORD.

28Moses took them from their hands, and burned themon the altar on the
burnt offering. They were a consecration offering for a pleasant aroma. It
was an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

29Moses took thebreast, andwaved it for awaveofferingbefore theLORD.
It was Moses’ portion of the ram of consecration, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

30Moses took some of the anointing oil, and some of the blood which was
on the altar, and sprinkled it onAaron, on his garments, and onhis sons, and
on his sons’ garments with him, and sanctified Aaron, his garments, and his
sons, and his sons’ garments with him.

31Moses said to Aaron and to his sons, “Boil the meat at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, and there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of
consecration, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’

32What remains of themeat and of the bread you shall burn with fire.
33You shall not go out from the door of the Tent ofMeeting for seven days,

until the days of your consecration are fulfilled: for he shall consecrate you
seven days.

34What has been done today, so the LORD has commanded to do, to make
atonement for you.

35Youshall stayat thedoorof theTentofMeetingdayandnight sevendays,
and keep the LORD’s command, that you don’t die: for so I am commanded.”

36 Aaron and his sons did all the things which the LORD commanded by
Moses.

9
1 On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of

Israel;
2 and he said to Aaron, “Take a calf from the herd for a sin offering, and a

ram for a burnt offering, without defect, and offer them before the LORD.
3You shall speak to the childrenof Israel, saying, ‘Take amale goat for a sin

offering; and a calf and a lamb, both a year old, without defect, for a burnt
offering;

4 and a bull and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD;
and ameal offeringmixed with oil: for today the LORD appears to you.’ ”

5 They brought what Moses commanded before the Tent of Meeting. All
the congregation came near and stood before the LORD.

6 Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded that you
should do; and the LORD’s glory shall appear to you.”

7Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar, and offer your sin offering,
and your burnt offering, and make atonement for yourself, and for the
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people; and offer the offering of the people, and make atonement for them,
as the LORD commanded.”

8 So Aaron came near to the altar, and killed the calf of the sin offering,
which was for himself.

9 The sons of Aaron presented the blood to him; and he dipped his finger
in the blood, and put it on the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at
the base of the altar;

10 but the fat, and the kidneys, and the cover from the liver of the sin
offering, he burned upon the altar, as the LORD commandedMoses.

11Themeat and the skin he burned with fire outside the camp.
12 He killed the burnt offering; and Aaron’s sons delivered the blood to

him, and he sprinkled it around on the altar.
13 They delivered the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head.

He burned them upon the altar.
14 He washed the innards and the legs, and burned them on the burnt

offering on the altar.
15He presented the people’s offering, and took the goat of the sin offering

which was for the people, and killed it, and offered it for sin, like the first.
16 He presented the burnt offering, and offered it according to the ordi-

nance.
17 He presented the meal offering, and filled his hand from there, and

burned it upon the altar, in addition to the burnt offering of themorning.
18 He also killed the bull and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings,

which was for the people. Aaron’s sons delivered to him the blood, which
he sprinkled around on the altar;

19and the fat of the bull and of the ram, the fat tail, and that which covers
the innards, and the kidneys, and the cover of the liver;

20and they put the fat upon the breasts, and he burned the fat on the altar.
21Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh for a wave offering before

the LORD, as Moses commanded.
22Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people, and blessed them; and he

came down from offering the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and the
peace offerings.

23 Moses and Aaron went into the Tent of Meeting, and came out, and
blessed the people; and the LORD’s glory appeared to all the people.

24 Fire came out from before the LORD, and consumed the burnt offering
and the fat upon the altar. When all the people saw it, they shouted, and fell
on their faces.

10
1Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer, and put fire in

it, and laid incense on it, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he
had not commanded them.

2Fire came out from before the LORD, and devoured them, and they died
before the LORD.

3ThenMoses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke of, saying,
‘I will showmyself holy to those who come nearme,

and before all the people I will be glorified.’ ”
Aaron held his peace.
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4Moses calledMishael andElzaphan, the sons ofUzziel theuncle ofAaron,
and said to them, “Drawnear, carry yourbrothers frombefore the sanctuary
out of the camp.”

5 So they came near, and carried them in their tunics out of the camp, as
Moses had said.

6Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and to Ithamar, his sons, “Don’t let
the hair of your heads go loose, and don’t tear your clothes, so that you don’t
die, and so that he will not be angry with all the congregation; but let your
brothers, thewhole house of Israel, bewail the burningwhich the LORD has
kindled.

7You shall not go out from the door of the Tent ofMeeting, lest you die; for
the anointing oil of the LORD is on you.” They did according to the word of
Moses.

8Then the LORD said to Aaron,
9 “You and your sons are not to drink wine or strong drink whenever you

go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations.

10 You are to make a distinction between the holy and the common, and
between the unclean and the clean.

11 You are to teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD
has spoken to them byMoses.”

12Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar and to Ithamar, his sonswhowere
left, “Take themeal offering that remains of the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire, and eat it without yeast beside the altar; for it is most holy;

13 and you shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your portion, and
your sons’ portion, of the offerings of the LORD made by fire; for so I am
commanded.

14 The waved breast and the heaved thigh you shall eat in a clean place,
you, and your sons, and your daughterswith you: for they are given as your
portion, and your sons’ portion, out of the sacrifices of the peace offerings of
the children of Israel.

15 They shall bring the heaved thigh and the waved breast with the
offerings made by fire of the fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the
LORD. It shall be yours, and your sons’ with you, as a portion forever, as the
LORD has commanded.”

16 Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin offering, and,
behold,* it was burned. He was angry with Eleazar and with Ithamar, the
sons of Aaron whowere left, saying,

17 “Why haven’t you eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary,
since it is most holy, and he has given it to you to bear the iniquity of the
congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD?

18 Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary.
You certainly should have eaten it in the sanctuary, as I commanded.”

19 Aaron spoke to Moses, “Behold, today they have offered their sin
offering and their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things as these
have happened to me. If I had eaten the sin offering today, would it have
been pleasing in the LORD’s sight?”

20WhenMoses heard that, it was pleasing in his sight.

* 10:16 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as
an interjection.
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11
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘These are the living thingswhich

youmay eat among all the animals that are on the earth.
3Whatever parts the hoof, and is cloven-footed, and chews the cud among

the animals, that youmay eat.
4 “ ‘Nevertheless these you shall not eat of those that chew the cud, or of

those who part the hoof: the camel, because it chews the cud but doesn’t
have a parted hoof, is unclean to you.

5 The hyrax,* because it chews the cud but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is
unclean to you.

6 The hare, because it chews the cud but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is
unclean to you.

7Thepig, because it has a split hoof, and is cloven-footed, but doesn’t chew
the cud, is unclean to you.

8You shall not eat theirmeat. You shall not touch their carcasses. They are
unclean to you.

9 “ ‘You may eat of all these that are in the waters: whatever has fins and
scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that youmay eat.

10All that don’t have fins and scales in the seas and rivers, all that move
in the waters, and all the living creatures that are in the waters, they are an
abomination to you,

11and you shall detest them. You shall not eat of their meat, and you shall
detest their carcasses.

12Whatever has no fins nor scales in the waters is an abomination to you.
13“ ‘You shall detest these among thebirds; they shall not be eatenbecause

they are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture,
14 the red kite, any kind of black kite,
15any kind of raven,
16 the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk,
17 the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl,
18 the white owl, the desert owl, the osprey,
19 the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe, and the bat.
20 “ ‘All flying insects that walk on all fours are an abomination to you.
21Yet youmay eat these: of all winged creeping things that go on all fours,

which have long, jointed legs for hopping on the earth.
22Even of these you may eat: any kind of locust, any kind of katydid, any

kind of cricket, and any kind of grasshopper.
23But allwinged creeping thingswhich have four feet are an abomination

to you.
24 “ ‘By these you will become unclean: whoever touches their carcass

shall be unclean until the evening.
25Whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash his clothes, and be

unclean until the evening.
26 “ ‘Every animal which has a split hoof that isn’t completely divided, or

doesn’t chew the cud, is unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall
be unclean.

* 11:5 or rock badger, or cony
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27Whatever goes on its paws, among all animals that go on all fours, they
areunclean to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall be uncleanuntil the
evening.

28Hewho carries their carcass shallwashhis clothes, andbeuncleanuntil
the evening. They are unclean to you.

29 “ ‘These are they which are unclean to you among the creeping things
that creep on the earth: the weasel, the rat, any kind of great lizard,

30 the gecko, and the monitor lizard, the wall lizard, the skink, and the
chameleon.

31These are theywhich are unclean to you among all that creep. Whoever
touches themwhen they are dead shall be unclean until the evening.

32Anything they fall on when they are dead shall be unclean; whether it
is any vessel of wood, or clothing, or skin, or sack, whatever vessel it is, with
which any work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be unclean
until the evening. Then it will be clean.

33Every earthenvessel intowhichanyof themfalls andall that is in it shall
be unclean. You shall break it.

34All food whichmay be eaten which is soaked in water shall be unclean.
All drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean.

35 Everything whereupon part of their carcass falls shall be unclean;
whether oven, or range for pots, it shall be broken in pieces. They are
unclean, and shall be unclean to you.

36Nevertheless a spring or a cistern in which water is gathered shall be
clean, but that which touches their carcass shall be unclean.

37 If part of their carcass falls on any sowing seedwhich is to be sown, it is
clean.

38 But if water is put on the seed, and part of their carcass falls on it, it is
unclean to you.

39 “ ‘If any animal of which you may eat dies, he who touches its carcass
shall be unclean until the evening.

40He who eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until
the evening. He also who carries its carcass shall wash his clothes, and be
unclean until the evening.

41 “ ‘Every creeping thing that creeps on the earth is an abomination. It
shall not be eaten.

42Whatever goes on its belly, andwhatever goes on all fours, or whatever
has many feet, even all creeping things that creep on the earth, them you
shall not eat; for they are an abomination.

43You shall notmake yourselves abominablewith any creeping thing that
creeps. You shall not make yourselves unclean with them, that you should
be defiled by them.

44For I am the LORDyourGod. Sanctify yourselves therefore, andbeholy;
for I amholy. You shall not defile yourselveswith any kind of creeping thing
that moves on the earth.

45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt, to be
your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

46 “ ‘This is the law of the animal, and of the bird, and of every living
creature that moves in the waters, and of every creature that creeps on the
earth,

47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean, and between
the living thing that may be eaten and the living thing that may not be
eaten.’ ”



Leviticus 12:1 149 Leviticus 13:10

12
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘If a woman conceives, and bears

a male child, then she shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of her
monthly period she shall be unclean.

3 In the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.
4She shall continue in thebloodof purification thirty-threedays. She shall

not touch any holy thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her
purifying are completed.

5But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean twoweeks, as in
her period; and she shall continue in the blood of purification sixty-six days.

6 “ ‘When the days of her purification are completed for a son or for a
daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the door of the Tent of Meeting, a
year old lamb for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove, for a
sin offering.

7He shall offer it before the LORD, andmake atonement for her; then she
shall be cleansed from the fountain of her blood.

“ ‘This is the law for her who bears, whether amale or a female.
8 If she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two

young pigeons: the one for a burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering.
The priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.’ ”

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2“Whenamanshall havea swelling inhisbody’s skin, or a scab, or abright

spot, and it becomes in the skin of his body the plague of leprosy, then he
shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the priests.

3 The priest shall examine the plague in the skin of the body. If the hair
in the plague has turned white, and the appearance of the plague is deeper
than the body’s skin, it is the plague of leprosy; so the priest shall examine
him and pronounce him unclean.

4 If the bright spot is white in the skin of his body, and its appearance isn’t
deeper than the skin, and its hair hasn’t turned white, then the priest shall
isolate the infected person for seven days.

5Thepriest shall examinehimon the seventhday. Behold, if inhis eyes the
plague is arrested and the plague hasn’t spread in the skin, then the priest
shall isolate him for sevenmore days.

6 The priest shall examine him again on the seventh day. Behold, if the
plague has faded and the plague hasn’t spread in the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce him clean. It is a scab. He shall wash his clothes, and be
clean.

7But if the scab spreadson the skinafterhehas shownhimself to thepriest
for his cleansing, he shall show himself to the priest again.

8 The priest shall examine him; and behold, if the scab has spread on the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy.

9 “When the plague of leprosy is in a man, then he shall be brought to the
priest;

10 and the priest shall examine him. Behold, if there is a white swelling
in the skin, and it has turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the
swelling,
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11 it is a chronic leprosy in the skin of his body, and the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. He shall not isolate him, for he is already unclean.

12 “If the leprosy breaks out all over the skin, and the leprosy covers all the
skin of the infected person fromhis head even to his feet, as far as it appears
to the priest,

13 then the priest shall examine him. Behold, if the leprosy has covered all
his flesh, he shall pronounce him clean of the plague. It has all turnedwhite:
he is clean.

14But whenever raw flesh appears in him, he shall be unclean.
15Thepriest shall examine the rawflesh, andpronouncehimunclean: the

raw flesh is unclean. It is leprosy.
16 Or if the raw flesh turns again, and is changed to white, then he shall

come to the priest.
17 The priest shall examine him. Behold, if the plague has turned white,

then the priest shall pronounce him clean of the plague. He is clean.
18 “When the body has a boil on its skin, and it has healed,
19 and in the place of the boil there is a white swelling, or a bright spot,

reddish-white, then it shall be shown to the priest.
20 The priest shall examine it. Behold, if its appearance is deeper than

the skin, and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. It is the plague of leprosy. It has broken out in the boil.

21But if the priest examines it, and behold, there are no white hairs in it,
and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but is dim, then the priest shall isolate him
seven days.

22 If it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It
is a plague.

23 But if the bright spot stays in its place, and hasn’t spread, it is the scar
from the boil; and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

24 “Or when the body has a burn from fire on its skin, and the raw flesh of
the burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-white, or white,

25 then the priest shall examine it; and behold, if the hair in the bright spot
has turned white, and its appearance is deeper than the skin, it is leprosy. It
has broken out in the burning, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean.
It is the plague of leprosy.

26 But if the priest examines it, and behold, there is no white hair in the
bright spot, and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest
shall isolate him seven days.

27The priest shall examine him on the seventh day. If it has spread in the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce himunclean. It is the plague of leprosy.

28 If the bright spot stays in its place, and hasn’t spread in the skin, but is
faded, it is the swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him
clean, for it is the scar from the burn.

29 “When aman or woman has a plague on the head or on the beard,
30 then the priest shall examine the plague; and behold, if its appearance

is deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch. It is leprosy of the head or of the
beard.

31 If the priest examines the plague of itching, and behold, its appearance
isn’t deeper than the skin, and there is noblackhair in it, then thepriest shall
isolate the person infected with itching seven days.
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32On the seventh day the priest shall examine the plague; and behold, if
the itch hasn’t spread, and there is no yellow hair in it, and the appearance
of the itch isn’t deeper than the skin,

33 then he shall be shaved, but he shall not shave the itch. Then the priest
shall isolate the one who has the itch sevenmore days.

34On the seventh day, the priest shall examine the itch; and behold, if the
itch hasn’t spread in the skin, and its appearance isn’t deeper than the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him clean. He shall wash his clothes and be
clean.

35But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing,
36 then the priest shall examine him; and behold, if the itch has spread in

the skin, the priest shall not look for the yellow hair; he is unclean.
37But if in his eyes the itch is arrested and black hair has grown in it, then

the itch is healed. He is clean. The priest shall pronounce him clean.
38 “When aman or a woman has bright spots in the skin of the body, even

white bright spots,
39 then the priest shall examine them. Behold, if the bright spots on the

skin of their body are a dull white, it is a harmless rash. It has broken out in
the skin. He is clean.

40 “If a man’s hair has fallen from his head, he is bald. He is clean.
41 If his hair has fallen off from the front part of his head, his forehead is

bald. He is clean.
42But if a reddish-white plague is in the bald head or the bald forehead, it

is leprosy breaking out in his bald head or his bald forehead.
43Then the priest shall examine him. Behold, if the swelling of the plague

is reddish-white inhisbaldhead, or inhisbald forehead, like theappearance
of leprosy in the skin of the body,

44 he is a leprous man. He is unclean. The priest shall surely pronounce
him unclean. His plague is on his head.

45 “The leper in whom the plague is shall wear torn clothes, and the hair
of his head shall hang loose. He shall cover his upper lip, and shall cry,
‘Unclean! Unclean!’

46 All the days in which the plague is in him he shall be unclean. He is
unclean. He shall dwell alone. His dwelling shall be outside of the camp.

47 “The garment also that the plague of leprosy is in, whether it is awoolen
garment, or a linen garment;

48whether it is in warp or woof;* of linen or of wool; whether in leather,
or in anythingmade of leather;

49 if the plague is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the leather, or
in thewarp, or in thewoof, or in anythingmade of leather; it is the plague of
leprosy, and shall be shown to the priest.

50The priest shall examine the plague, and isolate the plague seven days.
51He shall examine theplagueon the seventhday. If theplaguehas spread

in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in the skin, whatever
use the skin is used for, the plague is a destructive mildew. It is unclean.

52He shall burn the garment, whether the warp or the woof, in wool or
in linen, or anything of leather, in which the plague is, for it is a destructive
mildew. It shall be burned in the fire.

* 13:48 warp andwoof are the vertical and horizontal threads in woven cloth



Leviticus 13:53 152 Leviticus 14:11

53 “If the priest examines it, and behold, the plague hasn’t spread in the
garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of skin;

54 then the priest shall command that they wash the thing that the plague
is in, and he shall isolate it sevenmore days.

55Then the priest shall examine it, after the plague iswashed; and behold,
if the plague hasn’t changed its color, and the plague hasn’t spread, it is
unclean; you shall burn it in the fire. It is a mildewed spot, whether the
bareness is inside or outside.

56 If the priest looks, and behold, the plague has faded after it is washed,
then he shall tear it out of the garment, or out of the skin, or out of thewarp,
or out of the woof;

57and if it appears again in the garment, either in thewarp, or in thewoof,
or in anything of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn what the plague is in
with fire.

58 The garment, either the warp, or the woof, or whatever thing of skin it
is, which you shall wash, if the plague has departed from them, then it shall
be washed the second time, and it will be clean.”

59 This is the law of the plague of mildew in a garment of wool or linen,
either in thewarp, or thewoof, or in anything of skin, to pronounce it clean,
or to pronounce it unclean.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be

brought to the priest,
3 and the priest shall go out of the camp. The priest shall examine him.

Behold, if the plague of leprosy is healed in the leper,
4 then the priest shall command them to take for himwho is to be cleansed

two living clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.
5 The priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthen

vessel over running water.
6As for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedarwood, the scarlet, and the

hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that
was killed over the running water.

7He shall sprinkle on him who is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven
times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird go into
the open field.

8 “Hewho is to be cleansed shallwashhis clothes, and shave offall his hair,
and bathe himself in water; and he shall be clean. After that he shall come
into the camp, but shall dwell outside his tent seven days.

9 It shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head
andhis beard andhis eyebrows. He shall shave offall his hair. He shallwash
his clothes, and he shall bathe his body in water. Then he shall be clean.

10 “On the eighth dayhe shall take twomale lambswithout defect, one ewe
lamb a year old without defect, three tenths of an ephah* of fine flour for a
meal offering, mixed with oil, and one log† of oil.

11The priestwho cleanses him shall set themanwho is to be cleansed, and
those things, before the LORD, at the door of the Tent of Meeting.

* 14:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 14:10 a log is a liquidmeasure of about
300ml or 10 ounces
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12 “The priest shall take one of themale lambs, and offer him for a trespass
offering, with the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the
LORD.

13He shall kill the male lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering
and the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary; for as the sin offering
is the priest’s, so is the trespass offering. It is most holy.

14The priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the
priest shall put it on the tip of the right ear of himwho is to be cleansed, and
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

15 The priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of
his own left hand.

16The priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and
shall sprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD.

17 The priest shall put some of the rest of the oil that is in his hand on the
tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass
offering.

18 The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head
of him who is to be cleansed, and the priest shall make atonement for him
before the LORD.

19 “The priest shall offer the sin offering, and make atonement for him
who is to be cleansed because of his uncleanness. Afterward he shall kill
the burnt offering;

20 then thepriest shall offer theburnt offering and themeal offering on the
altar. The priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean.

21 “If he is poor, and can’t afford somuch, then he shall take onemale lamb
for a trespass offering to be waved, to make atonement for him, and one
tenth of an ephah‡ of fine flourmixedwith oil for ameal offering, and a log§
of oil;

22 and two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as he is able to afford;
and the one shall be a sin offering, and the other a burnt offering.

23 “On the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, before the LORD.

24The priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, and the log of oil,
and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.

25He shall kill the lamb of the trespass offering. The priest shall take some
of the blood of the trespass offering and put it on the tip of the right ear of
him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
big toe of his right foot.

26The priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand;
27 and the priest shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is

in his left hand seven times before the LORD.
28Then the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the tip of

the right earofhimwho is tobe cleansed, andon the thumbofhis righthand,
and on the big toe of his right foot, on the place of the blood of the trespass
offering.

‡ 14:21 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 14:21 a log is a liquidmeasure of about
300ml or 10 ounces
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29The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of
himwho is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD.

30He shall offer oneof the turtledoves, or of the youngpigeons,which ever
he is able to afford,

31 of the kind he is able to afford, the one for a sin offering, and the other
for aburnt offering,with themeal offering. Thepriest shallmakeatonement
for himwho is to be cleansed before the LORD.”

32This is the law for him in whom is the plague of leprosy, who is not able
to afford the sacrifice for his cleansing.

33The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
34 “When you have come into the land of Canaan, which I give to you for

a possession, and I put a spreading mildew in a house in the land of your
possession,

35 thenhewhoowns thehouse shall comeand tell thepriest, saying, ‘There
seems tome to be some sort of plague in the house.’

36 The priest shall command that they empty the house, before the priest
goes in to examine the plague, that all that is in the house not be made
unclean. Afterward the priest shall go in to inspect the house.

37He shall examine the plague; and behold, if the plague is in the walls
of the house with hollow streaks, greenish or reddish, and it appears to be
deeper than the wall,

38 then thepriest shall goout of thehouse to thedoorof thehouse, and shut
up the house seven days.

39 The priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the plague
has spread in the walls of the house,

40 then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is
the plague, and cast them into an unclean place outside of the city.

41He shall cause the inside of the house to be scraped all over. They shall
pour out themortar that they scraped off outside of the city into an unclean
place.

42 They shall take other stones, and put them in the place of those stones;
and he shall take other mortar, and shall plaster the house.

43 “If the plague comes again, and breaks out in the house after he has
taken out the stones, and after he has scraped the house, and after it was
plastered,

44 then the priest shall come in and look; and behold, if the plague has
spread in the house, it is a destructive mildew in the house. It is unclean.

45 He shall break down the house, its stones, and its timber, and all the
house’s mortar. He shall carry them out of the city into an unclean place.

46“Moreoverhewhogoes into thehousewhile it is shutupshallbeunclean
until the evening.

47He who lies down in the house shall wash his clothes; and he who eats
in the house shall wash his clothes.

48“If thepriest shall come in, andexamine it, andbehold, theplaguehasn’t
spread in the house, after the house was plastered, then the priest shall
pronounce the house clean, because the plague is healed.

49 To cleanse the house he shall take two birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and
hyssop.

50He shall kill one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water.
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51He shall take the cedarwood, the hyssop, the scarlet, and the living bird,
and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and
sprinkle the house seven times.

52 He shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the
running water, with the living bird, with the cedar wood, with the hyssop,
and with the scarlet;

53 but he shall let the living bird go out of the city into the open field. So
shall he make atonement for the house; and it shall be clean.”

54This is the law for any plague of leprosy, and for an itch,
55and for the destructive mildew of a garment, and for a house,
56and for a swelling, and for a scab, and for a bright spot;
57 to teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean.
This is the law of leprosy.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When any man has a

discharge from his body, because of his discharge he is unclean.
3 This shall be his uncleanness in his discharge: whether his body runs

with his discharge, or his body has stopped from his discharge, it is his
uncleanness.

4“ ‘Everybedonwhichhewhohas thedischarge lies shall beunclean; and
everything he sits on shall be unclean.

5 Whoever touches his bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

6 He who sits on anything on which the man who has the discharge sat
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening.

7 “ ‘He who touches the body of himwho has the discharge shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the evening.

8 “ ‘If he who has the discharge spits on him who is clean, then he shall
wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening.

9 “ ‘Whatever saddle he who has the discharge rides on shall be unclean.
10Whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until

the evening. He who carries those things shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the evening.

11 “ ‘Whomever he who has the discharge touches, without having rinsed
his hands inwater, he shallwashhis clothes, andbathehimself inwater, and
be unclean until the evening.

12 “ ‘The earthen vessel, which he who has the discharge touches, shall be
broken; and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

13 “ ‘When he who has a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then he
shall count to himself sevendays for his cleansing, andwashhis clothes; and
he shall bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be clean.

14 “ ‘On the eighth day he shall take two turtledoves, or two young pigeons,
and come before the LORD to the door of the Tent ofMeeting, and give them
to the priest.
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15 The priest shall offer them, the one for a sin offering, and the other for
a burnt offering. The priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD
for his discharge.

16 “ ‘If any man has an emission of semen, then he shall bathe all his flesh
in water, and be unclean until the evening.

17 Every garment and every skin which the semen is on shall be washed
with water, and be unclean until the evening.

18 If aman lieswith awoman and there is an emission of semen, they shall
both bathe themselves in water, and be unclean until the evening.

19“ ‘If awomanhasadischarge, andherdischarge inherflesh isblood, she
shall be in her impurity seven days. Whoever touches her shall be unclean
until the evening.

20 “ ‘Everything that she lies on in her impurity shall be unclean. Every-
thing also that she sits on shall be unclean.

21Whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

22Whoever touches anything that she sits on shall wash his clothes, and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the evening.

23 If it is on the bed, or on anything she sits on, when he touches it, he shall
be unclean until the evening.

24 “ ‘If any man lies with her, and her monthly flow is on him, he shall be
unclean seven days; and every bed he lies on shall be unclean.

25 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge of her blood many days not in the time
of her period, or if she has a discharge beyond the time of her period, all the
days of the discharge of her uncleanness shall be as in the days of her period.
She is unclean.

26Every bed she lies on all the days of her discharge shall be to her as the
bedofherperiod. Everythingshesitsonshallbeunclean, as theuncleanness
of her period.

27 Whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his
clothes and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the evening.

28 “ ‘But if she is cleansed of her discharge, then she shall count to herself
seven days, and after that she shall be clean.

29On the eighth day she shall take two turtledoves, or two young pigeons,
and bring them to the priest, to the door of the Tent of Meeting.

30The priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her before the LORD for
the uncleanness of her discharge.

31 “ ‘Thus you shall separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness,
so theywill not die in their uncleannesswhen they defilemy tabernacle that
is among them.’ ”

32 This is the law of him who has a discharge, and of him who has an
emission of semen, so that he is unclean by it;

33 and of her who has her period, and of a man or woman who has a
discharge, and of himwho lies with her who is unclean.

16
1The LORD spoke toMoses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when

they came near before the LORD, and died;
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2 and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at
just any time into the Most Holy Place within the veil, before themercy seat
which is on the ark; lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud on the mercy
seat.

3 “Aaron shall come into the sanctuarywith a young bull for a sin offering,
and a ram for a burnt offering.

4He shall put on the holy linen tunic. He shall have the linen trousers on
his body, and shall put on the linen sash, and he shall be clothed with the
linen turban. They are the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water,
and put them on.

5He shall take from the congregation of the children of Israel two male
goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, and
make atonement for himself and for his house.

7He shall take the two goats, and set them before the LORD at the door of
the Tent of Meeting.

8Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the LORD, and the other
lot for the scapegoat.

9Aaron shall present the goat onwhich the lot fell for the LORD, and offer
him for a sin offering.

10 But the goat on which the lot fell for the scapegoat shall be presented
alive before the LORD, to make atonement for him, to send him away as the
scapegoat into the wilderness.

11“Aaron shall present thebull of the sinoffering,which is forhimself, and
shallmake atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull of
the sin offering which is for himself.

12He shall take a censer full of coals of fire from off the altar before the
LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within
the veil.

13He shall put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of
the incensemay cover themercy seat that is on the covenant, so that he will
not die.

14He shall take someof the blood of the bull, and sprinkle itwith his finger
on the mercy seat on the east; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle
some of the blood with his finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people, and
bringhis bloodwithin theveil, anddowithhis bloodashedidwith theblood
of the bull, and sprinkle it on themercy seat and before themercy seat.

16He shallmake atonement for theHoly Place, because of the uncleanness
of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, even all their
sins; and so he shall do for the Tent of Meeting that dwells with them in the
middle of their uncleanness.

17No one shall be in the Tent of Meeting when he enters to make atone-
ment in the Holy Place, until he comes out, and has made atonement for
himself and for his household, and for all the assembly of Israel.

18“He shall go out to the altar that is before theLORDandmakeatonement
for it, and shall take some of the bull’s blood, and some of the goat’s blood,
and put it around on the horns of the altar.

19He shall sprinkle someof the blood on itwith his finger seven times, and
cleanse it, andmake it holy from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.
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20 “When he has finished atoning for the Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting,
and the altar, he shall present the live goat.

21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and
confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions, even all their sins; and he shall put them on the head of the
goat, and shall send him away into thewilderness by the hand of amanwho
is ready.

22The goat shall carry all their iniquities on himself to a solitary land, and
he shall release the goat in the wilderness.

23 “Aaron shall come into the Tent of Meeting, and shall take off the linen
garmentswhich he put onwhen hewent into theHoly Place, and shall leave
them there.

24Thenhe shall bathehimself inwater inaholyplace, put onhis garments,
and come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the
people, andmake atonement for himself and for the people.

25The fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar.
26 “He who lets the goat go as the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and

bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp.
27 The bull for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin offering, whose

blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried
outside the camp; and they shall burn their skins, their flesh, and their dung
with fire.

28Hewho burns them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water,
and afterward he shall come into the camp.

29 “It shall be a statute to you forever: in the seventh month, on the tenth
day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, and shall do no kind of work,
whether native-born or a stranger who lives as a foreigner among you;

30 for on this day shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse you. You
shall be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict your souls. It is
a statute forever.

32 The priest, who is anointed and who is consecrated to be priest in
his father’s place, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen
garments, even the holy garments.

33 Then he shall make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary; and he shall
make atonement for the Tent ofMeeting and for the altar; and he shallmake
atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.

34 “This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the
children of Israel once in the year because of all their sins.”
It was done as the LORD commandedMoses.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and to all the children of Israel, and say

to them, ‘This is the thing which the LORD has commanded:
3Whateverman there is of the house of Israel who kills a bull, or lamb, or

goat in the camp, or who kills it outside the camp,
4 and hasn’t brought it to the door of the Tent of Meeting to offer it as an

offering to the LORD before the LORD’s tabernacle: blood shall be imputed
to that man. He has shed blood. That man shall be cut off from among his
people.
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5 This is to the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices,
which they sacrifice in the openfield, that theymay bring them to the LORD,
to the door of the Tent of Meeting, to the priest, and sacrifice them for
sacrifices of peace offerings to the LORD.

6The priest shall sprinkle the blood on the LORD’s altar at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, and burn the fat for a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

7They shall nomore sacrifice their sacrifices to the goat idols, after which
they play the prostitute. This shall be a statute forever to them throughout
their generations.’

8 “You shall say to them, ‘Any man there is of the house of Israel, or of the
strangerswho live as foreigners among them,who offers a burnt offering or
sacrifice,

9and doesn’t bring it to the door of the Tent ofMeeting to sacrifice it to the
LORD, that man shall be cut off from his people.

10 “ ‘Any man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who live as
foreigners among them,whoeats anykindof blood, Iwill setmy face against
that soul who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his people.

11For the life of the flesh is in the blood. I have given it to you on the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement
by reason of the life.

12 Therefore I have said to the children of Israel, “No person among you
may eat blood, normay any strangerwho lives as a foreigner among you eat
blood.”

13“ ‘Whatevermanthere isof thechildrenof Israel, orof the strangerswho
live as foreigners among them,who takes in hunting any animal or bird that
may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood, and cover it with dust.

14 For as to the life of all flesh, its blood is with its life. Therefore I said to
the children of Israel, “You shall not eat the blood of any kind of flesh; for the
life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.”

15 “ ‘Every person that eats what dies of itself, or that which is torn by
animals, whether he is native-born or a foreigner, shall wash his clothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the evening. Then he shall
be clean.

16 But if he doesn’t wash them, or bathe his flesh, then he shall bear his
iniquity.’ ”

18
1The LORD said to Moses,
2“Speak to the childrenof Israel, and say to them, ‘I am theLORDyourGod.
3You shall not do as theydo in the landof Egypt,where you lived. You shall

not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. You shall
not follow their statutes.

4You shall domyordinances. You shall keepmy statutes andwalk in them.
I am the LORD your God.

5You shall therefore keepmy statutes andmy ordinances, which if a man
does, he shall live in them. I am the LORD.

6 “ ‘None of you shall approach any close relatives, to uncover their
nakedness: I am the LORD.

7 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, nor the nakedness
of yourmother: she is yourmother. You shall not uncover her nakedness.
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8 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife. It is your
father’s nakedness.

9 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, the daughter of
your father, or the daughter of your mother, whether born at home or born
abroad.

10 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your son’s daughter, or of
your daughter’s daughter, even their nakedness; for theirs is your own
nakedness.

11 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter,
conceived by your father, since she is your sister.

12 “ ‘You shall not uncover thenakedness of your father’s sister. She is your
father’s near kinswoman.

13 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of yourmother’s sister, for she is
yourmother’s near kinswoman.

14“ ‘Youshall notuncover thenakednessof your father’sbrother. You shall
not approach his wife. She is your aunt.

15 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law. She is
your son’s wife. You shall not uncover her nakedness.

16 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife. It is your
brother’s nakedness.

17 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter.
You shall not take her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s daughter, to uncover
her nakedness. They are near kinswomen. It is wickedness.

18 “ ‘You shall not take a wife in addition to her sister, to be a rival, to
uncover her nakedness, while her sister is still alive.

19 “ ‘You shall not approach awoman to uncover her nakedness, as long as
she is impure by her uncleanness.

20“ ‘Youshallnot lie carnallywithyourneighbor’swife, anddefileyourself
with her.

21 “ ‘You shall not give any of your children as a sacrifice to Molech. You
shall not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.*

22 “ ‘You shall not lie with aman as with a woman. That is detestable.
23 “ ‘You shall not lie with any animal to defile yourself with it. No woman

may give herself to an animal, to lie downwith it: it is a perversion.
24 “ ‘Don’t defile yourselves in any of these things; for in all these the

nations which I am casting out before you were defiled.
25 The land was defiled. Therefore I punished its iniquity, and the land

vomited out her inhabitants.
26 You therefore shall keep my statutes and my ordinances, and shall not

do any of these abominations; neither the native-born, nor the strangerwho
lives as a foreigner among you

27 (for the men of the land that were before you had done all these
abominations, and the land became defiled),

28 that the land not vomit you out also, when you defile it, as it vomited out
the nation that was before you.

29 “ ‘For whoever shall do any of these abominations, even the souls that
do them shall be cut off from among their people.

* 18:21 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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30Therefore you shall keepmy requirements, that you do not practice any
of these abominable customswhichwere practiced before you, and that you
do not defile yourselves with them. I am the LORD your God.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘You

shall be holy; for I, the LORD your God, am holy.
3 “ ‘Each one of you shall respect his mother and his father. You shall keep

my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.
4“ ‘Don’t turn to idols, normakemoltengods foryourselves. I amtheLORD

your God.
5 “ ‘When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, you shall

offer it so that youmay be accepted.
6 It shall be eaten the samedayyouoffer it, andon thenext day. If anything

remains until the third day, it shall be burned with fire.
7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is an abomination. It will not be

accepted;
8but everyonewho eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned

the holy thing of the LORD, and that soul shall be cut off from his people.
9 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the

corners of your field, neither shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.
10 You shall not glean your vineyard, neither shall you gather the fallen

grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the
foreigner. I am the LORD your God.

11 “ ‘You shall not steal.
“ ‘You shall not lie.
“ ‘You shall not deceive one another.
12 “ ‘You shall not swear bymyname falsely, and profane the name of your

God. I am the LORD.*
13 “ ‘You shall not oppress your neighbor, nor rob him.
“ ‘The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night until

the morning.
14 “ ‘You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the

blind; but you shall fear your God. I am the LORD.
15 “ ‘You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the

poor, nor show favoritism to the great; but you shall judge your neighbor in
righteousness.

16 “ ‘You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people.
“ ‘You shall not endanger the life† of your neighbor. I am the LORD.
17 “ ‘You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke

your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.
18“ ‘Youshallnot takevengeance, norbearanygrudgeagainst thechildren

of your people; but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.
19 “ ‘You shall keepmy statutes.
“ ‘You shall not cross-breed different kinds of animals.
“ ‘You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed;

* 19:12 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 19:16 literally, “blood”
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“ ‘Don’t wear a garment made of two kinds of material.
20 “ ‘If a man lies carnally with a woman who is a slave girl, pledged to be

married to anotherman, andnot ransomed or givenher freedom; they shall
be punished. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free.

21He shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD, to the door of the Tent
of Meeting, even a ram for a trespass offering.

22 The priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass
offering before the LORD for his sin which he has committed; and the sin
which he has committed shall be forgiven him.

23 “ ‘When you come into the land, and have planted all kinds of trees for
food, then you shall count their fruit as forbidden.‡ For three years it shall
be forbidden to you. It shall not be eaten.

24 But in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, for giving praise to the
LORD.

25 In thefifth year you shall eat its fruit, that itmayyield its increase to you.
I am the LORD your God.

26 “ ‘You shall not eat any meat with the blood still in it. You shall not use
enchantments, nor practice sorcery.

27 “ ‘You shall not cut the hair on the sides of your head or clip off the edge
of your beard.

28 “ ‘You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo
anymarks on you. I am the LORD.

29 “ ‘Don’t profane your daughter, to make her a prostitute; lest the land
fall to prostitution, and the land become full of wickedness.

30 “ ‘You shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary; I am the
LORD.

31 “ ‘Don’t turn to those who are mediums, nor to the wizards. Don’t seek
them out, to be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God.

32“ ‘Youshall riseupbefore thegrayheadandhonor the faceof theelderly;
and you shall fear your God. I am the LORD.

33 “ ‘If a stranger lives as a foreigner with you in your land, you shall not
do himwrong.

34 The stranger who lives as a foreigner with you shall be to you as the
native-born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you lived as
foreigners in the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

35 “ ‘You shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measures of length,
of weight, or of quantity.

36You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah,§ and a just hin.*
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

37 “ ‘You shall observe all my statutes and all my ordinances, and do them.
I am the LORD.’ ”

20
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Moreover, you shall tell the children of Israel, ‘Anyone of the children of

Israel, or of the strangers who live as foreigners in Israel, who gives any of

‡ 19:23 literally, “uncircumcised” § 19:36 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
* 19:36 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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his offspring* to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land
shall stone that person with stones.

3 I alsowill setmyfaceagainst thatperson, andwill cuthimofffromamong
his people, because he has given of his offspring to Molech, to defile my
sanctuary, and to profanemy holy name.

4 If thepeopleof the landall hide their eyes fromthatpersonwhenhegives
of his offspring to Molech, and don’t put him to death,

5 then I will set my face against that man and against his family, and will
cut him off, and all who play the prostitute after him to play the prostitute
with Molech, from among their people.

6 “ ‘The person that turns to those who are mediums and wizards, to play
the prostitute after them, Iwill even setmy face against that person, andwill
cut him off from among his people.

7“ ‘Sanctify yourselves therefore, andbeholy; for I amtheLORDyourGod.
8 You shall keep my statutes, and do them. I am the LORD who sanctifies

you.
9 “ ‘For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put

to death. He has cursed his father or his mother. His blood shall be upon
himself.

10“ ‘Themanwhocommits adulterywithanotherman’swife, evenhewho
commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress
shall surely be put to death.

11 “ ‘The man who lies with his father’s wife has uncovered his father’s
nakedness. Both of them shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be
upon themselves.

12 “ ‘If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be
put to death. They have committed a perversion. Their blood shall be upon
themselves.

13 “ ‘If a man lies with a male, as with a woman, both of them have
committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood
shall be upon themselves.

14 “ ‘If a man takes a wife and her mother, it is wickedness. They shall be
burnedwith fire, both he and they, that theremay be nowickedness among
you.

15 “ ‘If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death; and you
shall kill the animal.

16 “ ‘If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the
woman and the animal. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall
be upon them.

17 “ ‘If a man takes his sister—his father’s daughter, or his mother’s daugh-
ter—and sees her nakedness, and she sees his nakedness, it is a shameful
thing. They shall be cut off in the sight of the children of their people. He
has uncovered his sister’s nakedness. He shall bear his iniquity.

18 “ ‘If a man lies with a woman having hermonthly period, and uncovers
her nakedness, he hasmade her fountain naked, and she has uncovered the
fountain of her blood. Both of themshall be cut off fromamong their people.

19 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s sister, nor of
your father’s sister, for he hasmade his close relative naked. They shall bear
their iniquity.

* 20:2 or, seed
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20 If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has uncovered his uncle’s naked-
ness. They shall bear their sin. They shall die childless.

21 “ ‘If a man takes his brother’s wife, it is an impurity. He has uncovered
his brother’s nakedness. They shall be childless.

22 “ ‘You shall therefore keep allmy statutes and allmy ordinances, and do
them, that the landwhere I ambringing you to dwellmay not vomit you out.

23 You shall not walk in the customs of the nation which I am casting out
before you; for they did all these things, and therefore I abhorred them.

24But I have said to you, “You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to
you to possess it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your
God, who has separated you from the peoples.

25 “ ‘You shall therefore make a distinction between the clean animal and
theunclean, andbetween theunclean fowland theclean. Youshallnotmake
yourselves abominable by animal, or by bird, or by anythingwithwhich the
ground teems, which I have separated from you as unclean for you.

26You shall be holy tome, for I, the LORD, am holy, and have set you apart
from the peoples, that you should bemine.

27 “ ‘A man or a woman that is a medium or is a wizard shall surely be
put to death. They shall be stoned with stones. Their blood shall be upon
themselves.’ ”

21
1The LORD said toMoses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say

to them, ‘A priest shall not defile himself for the dead among his people,
2except for his relatives that are near to him: for hismother, for his father,

for his son, for his daughter, for his brother,
3and for his virgin sisterwho is near to him, who has had no husband; for

her hemay defile himself.
4 He shall not defile himself, being a chief man among his people, to

profane himself.
5“ ‘They shall not shave theirheadsor shaveoff the corners of their beards

or make any cuttings in their flesh.
6 They shall be holy to their God, and not profane the name of their God,

for they offer the offerings of the LORDmade by fire, the bread of their God.
Therefore they shall be holy.

7 “ ‘They shall notmarry awomanwho is a prostitute, or profane. A priest
shall not marry a woman divorced from her husband; for he is holy to his
God.

8Therefore you shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He
shall be holy to you, for I the LORD, who sanctify you, am holy.

9 “ ‘The daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by playing the
prostitute, she profanes her father. She shall be burned with fire.

10 “ ‘He who is the high priest among his brothers, upon whose head the
anointing oil is poured, andwho is consecrated to put on the garments, shall
not let the hair of his head hang loose, or tear his clothes.

11Hemust not go in to any dead body, or defile himself for his father or for
his mother.

12He shall not go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his
God; for the crownof the anointingoil of hisGod is uponhim. I am theLORD.

13 “ ‘He shall take a wife in her virginity.
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14He shall notmarry awidow, or one divorced, or awomanwho has been
defiled, or a prostitute. He shall take a virgin of his own people as a wife.

15He shall not profane his offspring among his people, for I am the LORD
who sanctifies him.’ ”

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17“Say toAaron, ‘Noneofyouroffspring throughout their generationswho

has a defect may approach to offer the bread of his God.
18Forwhatevermanhe is that has a defect, he shall not drawnear: a blind

man, or a lame, or he who has a flat nose, or any deformity,
19or amanwho has an injured foot, or an injured hand,
20 or hunchbacked, or a dwarf, or one who has a defect in his eye, or an

itching disease, or scabs, or who has damaged testicles.
21Noman of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a defect shall come

near to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire. Since he has a defect,
he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God.

22He shall eat the bread of his God, both of themost holy, and of the holy.
23He shall not come near to the veil, nor come near to the altar, because

he has a defect; that he may not profane my sanctuaries, for I am the LORD
who sanctifies them.’ ”

24SoMoses spoke toAaron, and tohis sons, and to all the childrenof Israel.

22
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to separate themselves from the holy things of

the children of Israel, which theymakeholy tome, and that theynot profane
my holy name. I am the LORD.*

3 “Tell them, ‘If anyone of all your offspring throughout your generations
approaches the holy things which the children of Israel make holy to the
LORD, having his uncleanness on him, that soul shall be cut off from before
me. I am the LORD.

4 “ ‘Whoever of the offspring of Aaron is a leper or has a discharge shall
not eat of the holy things until he is clean. Whoever touches anything that is
unclean by the dead, or amanwho has a seminal emission,

5 or whoever touches any creeping thing by which he may be made un-
clean, or aman fromwhomhemaybecomeunclean,whatever uncleanness
he has—

6 the person that touches any such shall be unclean until the evening, and
shall not eat of the holy things unless he bathes his body in water.

7When the sun is down, he shall be clean; and afterward he shall eat of
the holy things, because it is his bread.

8He shall not eat that which dies of itself or is torn by animals, defiling
himself by it. I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘They shall therefore followmy commandment, lest they bear sin for it
and die in it, if they profane it. I am the LORDwho sanctifies them.

10 “ ‘No stranger shall eat of the holy thing: a foreigner living with the
priests, or a hired servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.

11 But if a priest buys a slave, purchased by his money, he shall eat of it;
and those who are born in his house shall eat of his bread.
* 22:2 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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12 If a priest’s daughter is married to an outsider, she shall not eat of the
heave offering of the holy things.

13But if a priest’s daughter is a widow, or divorced, and has no child, and
has returned toher father’s house as inher youth, shemayeat of her father’s
bread; but no stranger shall eat any of it.

14 “ ‘If a man eats something holy unwittingly, then he shall add the fifth
part of its value to it, and shall give the holy thing to the priest.

15 The priests shall not profane the holy things of the children of Israel,
which they offer to the LORD,

16 and so cause them to bear the iniquity that brings guilt when they eat
their holy things; for I am the LORDwho sanctifies them.’ ”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and to all the children of Israel, and

say to them, ‘Whoever is of the house of Israel, or of the foreigners in Israel,
who offers his offering, whether it is any of their vows or any of their free
will offerings, which they offer to the LORD for a burnt offering:

19 that you may be accepted, you shall offer a male without defect, of the
bulls, of the sheep, or of the goats.

20 But you shall not offer whatever has a defect, for it shall not be
acceptable for you.

21Whoever offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to accomplish
a vow, or for a free will offering of the herd or of the flock, it shall be perfect
to be accepted. It shall have no defect.

22 You shall not offer what is blind, is injured, is maimed, has a wart, is
festering, or has a running sore to the LORD, normake an offering by fire of
them on the altar to the LORD.

23Either abull or a lamb that has anydeformity or lacking inhis parts, that
youmay offer for a free will offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted.

24 You must not offer to the LORD that which has its testicles bruised,
crushed, broken, or cut. Youmust not do this in your land.

25Youmust not offer any of these as the bread of your God from the hand
of a foreigner, because their corruption is in them. There is a defect in them.
They shall not be accepted for you.’ ”

26The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “When a bull, a sheep, or a goat is born, it shall remain seven days with

its mother. From the eighth day on it shall be accepted for the offering of an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

28Whether it is a cow or ewe, you shall not kill it and its young both in one
day.

29 “When you sacrifice a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall
sacrifice it so that youmay be accepted.

30 It shall be eaten on the same day; you shall leave none of it until the
morning. I am the LORD.

31 “Therefore you shall keep my commandments, and do them. I am the
LORD.

32You shall not profanemy holy name, but I will bemade holy among the
children of Israel. I am the LORD†whomakes you holy,
† 22:32 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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33 who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. I am the
LORD.”

23
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘The set feasts of the LORD,

which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my set
feasts.

3 “ ‘Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of
solemn rest, a holy convocation; you shall do no kind ofwork. It is a Sabbath
to the LORD in all your dwellings.

4“ ‘Theseare the set feasts of theLORD, evenholy convocations,whichyou
shall proclaim in their appointed season.

5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening, is
the LORD’s Passover.

6On the fifteenth day of the samemonth is the feast of unleavened bread
to the LORD. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.

7 In thefirst day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no regular
work.

8 But you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD seven days. In
the seventh day is a holy convocation. You shall do no regular work.’ ”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10“Speak to the childrenof Israel, and tell them, ‘Whenyouhave come into

the land which I give to you, and shall reap its harvest, then you shall bring
the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.

11He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you. On the
next day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.

12Onthedaywhenyouwave thesheaf, youshall offeramale lambwithout
defect a year old for a burnt offering to the LORD.

13 The meal offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah* of fine flour
mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to the LORD for a pleasant aroma;
and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, the fourth part of a hin.†

14Youmust not eat bread, or roasted grain, or fresh grain, until this same
day, until youhavebrought the offering of yourGod. This is a statute forever
throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

15 “ ‘You shall count from the next day after the Sabbath, from the day
that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be
completed.

16 The next day after the seventh Sabbath you shall count fifty days; and
you shall offer a newmeal offering to the LORD.

17 You shall bring out of your habitations two loaves of bread for a wave
offering made of two tenths of an ephah‡ of fine flour. They shall be baked
with yeast, for first fruits to the LORD.

18You shall present with the bread seven lambs without defect a year old,
one young bull, and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the LORD,
with theirmeal offering and their drink offerings, even an offeringmade by
fire, of a sweet aroma to the LORD.

* 23:13 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 23:13 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons. ‡ 23:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel



Leviticus 23:19 168 Leviticus 23:38

19 You shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a
year old for a sacrifice of peace offerings.

20 The priest shall wave them with the bread of the first fruits for a wave
offeringbefore theLORD,with the two lambs. They shall beholy to theLORD
for the priest.

21You shall make proclamation on the same day that there shall be a holy
convocation to you. You shall do no regular work. This is a statute forever
in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

22“ ‘Whenyoureap theharvestofyour land, youmustnotwholly reap into
the corners of your field. Youmust not gather the gleanings of your harvest.
Youmust leave them for the poor and for the foreigner. I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘In the seventh month, on the

first day of the month, there shall be a solemn rest for you, a memorial of
blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.

25You shall do no regular work. You shall offer an offeringmade by fire to
the LORD.’ ”

26The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “However on the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atone-

ment. It shall be a holy convocation to you. You shall afflict yourselves and
you shall offer an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

28Youshall donokindofwork in that sameday, for it is adayof atonement,
to make atonement for you before the LORD your God.

29 For whoever it is who shall not deny himself in that same day shall be
cut off from his people.

30 Whoever does any kind of work in that same day, I will destroy that
person from among his people.

31 You shall do no kind of work: it is a statute forever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings.

32 It shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you shall deny
yourselves. In the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to
evening, you shall keep your Sabbath.”

33The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
34 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say, ‘On the fifteenth day of this

seventhmonth is the feast of booths§ for seven days to the LORD.
35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation. You shall do no regular

work.
36 Seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. On the

eighth day shall be a holy convocation to you. You shall offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall do no regular
work.

37 “ ‘These are the appointed feasts of the LORDwhich you shall proclaim
tobeholy convocations, toofferanofferingmadebyfire to theLORD,aburnt
offering, a meal offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, each on its own
day—

38 inaddition to theSabbathsof theLORD,and inaddition toyourgifts, and
in addition to all your vows, and in addition to all your free will offerings,
which you give to the LORD.
§ 23:34 or, feast of tents, or Succoth
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39 “ ‘So on the fifteenth day of the seventhmonth, when youhave gathered
in the fruits of the land, you shall keep the feast of the LORD seven days. On
the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn
rest.

40 You shall take on the first day the fruit of majestic trees, branches of
palmtrees, andboughsof thick trees, andwillowsof thebrook; andyoushall
rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.

41 You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD seven days in the year. It is a
statute forever throughout your generations. You shall keep it in the seventh
month.

42 You shall dwell in temporary shelters* for seven days. All who are
native-born in Israel shall dwell in temporary shelters,†

43 that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to
dwell in temporary shelters‡when I brought them out of the land of Egypt. I
am the LORD your God.’ ”

44 So Moses declared to the children of Israel the appointed feasts of the
LORD.

24
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, that they bring to you pure olive oil

beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to burn continually.
3Outside of the veil of the Testimony, in the Tent of Meeting, Aaron shall

keep it in order from evening to morning before the LORD continually. It
shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.

4He shall keep in order the lamps on the pure gold lamp stand before the
LORD continually.

5 “You shall take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes of it: two tenths of an
ephah* shall be in one cake.

6You shall set them in two rows, six on a row, on the pure gold table before
the LORD.

7You shall put pure frankincense on each row, that it may be to the bread
for amemorial, even an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

8Every Sabbath day he shall set it in order before the LORD continually. It
is an everlasting covenant on the behalf of the children of Israel.

9 It shall be for Aaron and his sons. They shall eat it in a holy place; for it
is most holy to him of the offerings of the LORDmade by fire by a perpetual
statute.”

10The son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out
among the children of Israel; and the son of the Israelite woman and aman
of Israel strove together in the camp.

11The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the Name, and cursed; and
they brought him toMoses. Hismother’s namewas Shelomith, the daughter
of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.

12 They put him in custody until the LORD’s will should be declared to
them.

13The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
14 “Bring him who cursed out of the camp; and let all who heard him lay

their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him.
* 23:42 or, booths † 23:42 or, booths ‡ 23:43 or, booths * 24:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or
about 2/3 of a bushel
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15You shall speak to the childrenof Israel, saying, ‘Whoever curses hisGod
shall bear his sin.

16He who blasphemes the LORD’s name, he shall surely be put to death.
All the congregation shall certainly stone him. The foreigner as well as the
native-born shall be put to death when he blasphemes the Name.

17 “ ‘Hewho strikes anymanmortally shall surely be put to death.
18Hewho strikes an animal mortally shall make it good, life for life.
19 If anyone injures his neighbor, it shall be done to him as he has done:
20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. It shall be done to him

as he has injured someone.
21Hewho kills an animal shall make it good; and he who kills a man shall

be put to death.
22 You shall have one kind of law for the foreigner as well as the native-

born; for I am the LORD your God.’ ”
23Moses spoke to the children of Israel; and they brought him who had

cursed out of the camp, and stoned him with stones. The children of Israel
did as the LORD commandedMoses.

25
1The LORD said to Moses onMount Sinai,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When you come into the

land which I give you, then the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD.
3You shall sow your field six years, and you shall prune your vineyard six

years, and gather in its fruits;
4 but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the

land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or prune your
vineyard.

5What grows of itself in your harvest you shall not reap, and you shall not
gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest
for the land.

6 The Sabbath of the land shall be for food for you; for yourself, for your
servant, for your maid, for your hired servant, and for your stranger, who
lives as a foreigner with you.

7For your livestock also, and for the animals that are in your land, shall all
its increase be for food.

8 “ ‘You shall count off seven Sabbaths of years, seven times seven years;
and there shall be to you thedays of sevenSabbaths of years, even forty-nine
years.

9 Then you shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh
month. On the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout
all your land.

10 You shall make the fiftieth year holy, and proclaim liberty throughout
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee to you; and each of you
shall return to his own property, and each of you shall return to his family.

11That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to you. In it you shall not sow, neither
reap that which grows of itself, nor gather from the undressed vines.

12For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you. You shall eat of its increase out
of the field.

13 “ ‘In this Year of Jubilee each of you shall return to his property.
14 “ ‘If you sell anything to your neighbor, or buy from your neighbor, you

shall not wrong one another.
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15According to the number of years after the Jubilee you shall buy from
your neighbor. According to the number of years of the crops he shall sell to
you.

16 According to the length of the years you shall increase its price, and
according to the shortness of the years you shall diminish its price; for he
is selling the number of the crops to you.

17 You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am
the LORD your God.

18 “ ‘Therefore you shall do my statutes, and keep my ordinances and do
them; and you shall dwell in the land in safety.

19The land shall yield its fruit, andyou shall eat yourfill, anddwell therein
in safety.

20 If you said, “What shall we eat the seventh year? Behold, we shall not
sow, nor gather in our increase;”

21 then I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, and it shall
bear fruit for the three years.

22Youshall sow theeighthyear, andeat of the fruits fromtheold storeuntil
the ninth year. Until its fruits come in, you shall eat the old store.

23 “ ‘The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you
are strangers and live as foreigners withme.

24 In all the land of your possession you shall grant a redemption for the
land.

25 “ ‘If your brother becomes poor, and sells some of his possessions, then
his kinsman who is next to him shall come, and redeem that which his
brother has sold.

26 If a man has no one to redeem it, and he becomes prosperous and finds
sufficient means to redeem it,

27 then let him reckon the years since its sale, and restore the surplus to
theman to whom he sold it; and he shall return to his property.

28But if he isn’t able to get it back for himself, then what he has sold shall
remain in the hand of himwho has bought it until the Year of Jubilee. In the
Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his property.

29 “ ‘If aman sells a dwelling house in awalled city, then hemay redeem it
within a whole year after it has been sold. For a full year he shall have the
right of redemption.

30 If it isn’t redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that
is in the walled city shall be made sure in perpetuity to him who bought it,
throughout his generations. It shall not be released in the Jubilee.

31But the houses of the villages which have no wall around them shall be
accounted forwith thefieldsof thecountry: theymayberedeemed, and they
shall be released in the Jubilee.

32 “ ‘Nevertheless, in the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem the
houses in the cities of their possession at any time.

33 The Levites may redeem the house that was sold, and the city of his
possession, and it shall be released in the Jubilee; for the houses of the cities
of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel.

34But the field of the pasture lands of their cities may not be sold, for it is
their perpetual possession.
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35 “ ‘If your brother has become poor, and his hand can’t support himself
among you, then you shall uphold him. He shall live with you like an alien
and a temporary resident.

36Takeno interest fromhimorprofit; but fear yourGod, that your brother
may live among you.

37 You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food
for profit.

38 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to
give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.

39 “ ‘If your brother has grown poor among you, and sells himself to you,
you shall not make him to serve as a slave.

40As a hired servant, and as a temporary resident, he shall bewith you; he
shall serve with you until the Year of Jubilee.

41 Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and shall
return to his own family, and to the possession of his fathers.

42For they aremy servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt. They
shall not be sold as slaves.

43You shall not rule over himwith harshness, but shall fear your God.
44 “ ‘As for your male and your female slaves, whom you may have from

the nations that are around you, from them you may buy male and female
slaves.

45Moreover, of the children of the alienswho live among you, of themyou
may buy, and of their familieswho arewith you, which they have conceived
in your land; and they will be your property.

46Youmaymake them an inheritance for your children after you, to hold
for a possession. Of them you may take your slaves forever, but over your
brothers the children of Israel you shall not rule, one over another, with
harshness.

47 “ ‘If an alien or temporary resident with you becomes rich, and your
brother beside him has grown poor, and sells himself to the stranger or
foreigner living among you, or to amember of the stranger’s family,

48 after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem
him;

49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or any who is a close
relative to him of his family may redeem him; or if he has grown rich, he
may redeem himself.

50He shall reckon with him who bought him from the year that he sold
himself to him to the Year of Jubilee. The price of his sale shall be according
to the number of years; he shall bewith him according to the time of a hired
servant.

51 If there are yet many years, according to them he shall give back the
price of his redemption out of themoney that he was bought for.

52 If there remainbuta fewyears to theyearof jubilee, thenheshall reckon
with him; according to his years of service he shall give back the price of his
redemption.

53As a servant hired year by year shall he be with him. He shall not rule
with harshness over him in your sight.

54 If he isn’t redeemedby thesemeans, thenhe shall be released in theYear
of Jubilee: he and his children with him.



Leviticus 25:55 173 Leviticus 26:21

55For tome the childrenof Israel are servants; theyaremyservantswhom
I brought out of the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

26
1 “ ‘You shall make for yourselves no idols, and you shall not raise up a

carved image or a pillar, and you shall not place any figured stone in your
land, to bow down to it; for I am the LORD your God.

2 “ ‘You shall keep my Sabbaths, and have reverence for my sanctuary. I
am the LORD.

3 “ ‘If you walk inmy statutes and keepmy commandments, and do them,
4 then I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its

increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.
5 Your threshing shall continue until the vintage, and the vintage shall

continueuntil the sowing time. Youshall eat yourbread to the full, anddwell
in your land safely.

6 “ ‘I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and no one will
make you afraid. I will remove evil animals out of the land, neither shall the
sword go through your land.

7You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before youby the sword.
8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten

thousand; and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.
9 “ ‘I will have respect for you, make you fruitful, multiply you, and will

establishmy covenant with you.
10 You shall eat old supplies long kept, and you shall move out the old

because of the new.
11 I will set my tent among you, andmy soul won’t abhor you.
12 I will walk among you, andwill be your God, and youwill bemy people.
13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that

youshouldnotbe their slaves. Ihavebroken thebarsofyouryoke, andmade
you walk upright.

14 “ ‘But if you will not listen to me, and will not do all these command-
ments,

15 and if you shall reject my statutes, and if your soul abhors my or-
dinances, so that you will not do all my commandments, but break my
covenant,

16 I also will do this to you: I will appoint terror over you, even consump-
tion and fever, that shall consume the eyes, andmake the soul to pine away.
You will sow your seed in vain, for your enemies will eat it.

17 I will set my face against you, and you will be struck before your
enemies. Those who hate you will rule over you; and you will flee when no
one pursues you.

18 “ ‘If you in spite of these things will not listen to me, then I will chastise
you seven timesmore for your sins.

19 I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your sky like iron,
and your soil like bronze.

20Your strengthwill be spent invain; for your landwon’t yield its increase,
neither will the trees of the land yield their fruit.

21 “ ‘If you walk contrary to me, and won’t listen to me, then I will bring
seven timesmore plagues on you according to your sins.
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22 I will send the wild animals among you, which will rob you of your
children, destroy your livestock, and make you few in number. Your roads
will become desolate.

23 “ ‘If by these things you won’t be turned back to me, but will walk
contrary to me,

24 then I will also walk contrary to you; and I will strike you, even I, seven
times for your sins.

25 I will bring a sword upon you that will execute the vengeance of the
covenant. You will be gathered together within your cities, and I will send
the pestilence among you. Youwill be delivered into the hand of the enemy.

26When I break your staff of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in
one oven, and they shall deliver your bread again by weight. You shall eat,
and not be satisfied.

27 “ ‘If you in spite of this won’t listen to me, but walk contrary to me,
28 then I will walk contrary to you in wrath. I will also chastise you seven

times for your sins.
29 You will eat the flesh of your sons, and you will eat the flesh of your

daughters.
30 I will destroy your high places, and cut down your incense altars, and

cast your dead bodies upon the bodies of your idols; andmy soul will abhor
you.

31 Iwill lay your citieswaste, andwill bring your sanctuaries to desolation.
I will not take delight in the sweet fragrance of your offerings.

32 I will bring the land into desolation, and your enemies who dwell in it
will be astonished at it.

33 I will scatter you among the nations, and I will draw out the sword after
you. Your land will be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste.

34 Then the land will enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate and
you are in your enemies’ land. Even then the land will rest and enjoy its
Sabbaths.

35As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, even the rest which it didn’t
have in your Sabbaths when you lived on it.

36 “ ‘As for those of youwhoare left, Iwill send a faintness into their hearts
in the lands of their enemies. The sound of a driven leaf will put them to
flight; and they shall flee, as one flees from the sword. They will fall when
no one pursues.

37 They will stumble over one another, as it were before the sword, when
no one pursues. You will have no power to stand before your enemies.

38 You will perish among the nations. The land of your enemies will eat
you up.

39 Those of you who are left will pine away in their iniquity in your
enemies’ lands; andalso in the iniquitiesof their fathers they shall pineaway
with them.

40 “ ‘If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, in
their trespass which they trespassed against me; and also that because they
walked contrary to me,

41 I also walked contrary to them, and brought them into the land of their
enemies; if then their uncircumcisedheart is humbled, and they then accept
the punishment of their iniquity,

42 then I will remembermy covenant with Jacob, my covenant with Isaac,
and also my covenant with Abraham; and I will remember the land.



Leviticus 26:43 175 Leviticus 27:16

43The landalsowill be left by them, andwill enjoy its Sabbathswhile it lies
desolatewithout them; and theywill accept thepunishment of their iniquity
because they rejectedmy ordinances, and their soul abhorredmy statutes.

44 Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not
reject them, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly and to break
my covenant with them; for I am the LORD their God.

45But Iwill for their sakeremember thecovenantof theirancestors,whom
I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be
their God. I am the LORD.’ ”

46 These are the statutes, ordinances, and laws, which the LORD made
between him and the children of Israel in Mount Sinai byMoses.

27
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘When a man conse-

crates a person to the LORD in a vow, according to your valuation,
3your valuation of amale from twenty years old to sixty years old shall be

fifty shekels of silver, according to the shekel* of the sanctuary.
4 If she is a female, then your valuation shall be thirty shekels.
5 If the person is from five years old to twenty years old, then your

valuation shall be for amale twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels.
6 If the person is from a month old to five years old, then your valuation

shall be for amalefive shekels of silver, and for a female your valuation shall
be three shekels of silver.

7 If the person is fromsixty years old andupward; if he is amale, thenyour
valuation shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten shekels.

8 But if he is poorer than your valuation, then he shall be set before the
priest, and the priest shall assign a value to him. The priest shall assign a
value according to his ability to pay.

9 “ ‘If it is an animal of which men offer an offering to the LORD, all that
anyman gives of such to the LORD becomes holy.

10He shall not alter it, nor exchange it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good.
If he shall at all exchange animal for animal, then both it and that for which
it is exchanged shall be holy.

11 If it is any unclean animal, of which they do not offer as an offering to
the LORD, then he shall set the animal before the priest;

12 and the priest shall evaluate it, whether it is good or bad. As the priest
evaluates it, so it shall be.

13But if he will indeed redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part of it to its
valuation.

14“ ‘Whenamandedicateshishouse tobeholy to theLORD, then thepriest
shall evaluate it, whether it is good or bad. As the priest evaluates it, so it
shall stand.

15 If he who dedicates it will redeem his house, then he shall add the fifth
part of themoney of your valuation to it, and it shall be his.

16 “ ‘If aman dedicates to the LORD part of the field of his possession, then
your valuation shall be according to the seed for it. The sowing of a homer†
of barley shall be valued at fifty shekels‡ of silver.

* 27:3 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 27:16 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6
bushels ‡ 27:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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17 If he dedicates his field from the Year of Jubilee, according to your
valuation it shall stand.

18But if he dedicates his field after the Jubilee, then the priest shall reckon
to him the money according to the years that remain to the Year of Jubilee;
and an abatement shall be made from your valuation.

19 If hewho dedicated the fieldwill indeed redeem it, then he shall add the
fifth part of themoney of your valuation to it, and it shall remain his.

20 If he will not redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to anotherman,
it shall not be redeemed anymore;

21 but the field, when it goes out in the Jubilee, shall be holy to the LORD,
as a devoted field. It shall be owned by the priests.

22 “ ‘If he dedicates a field to the LORD which he has bought, which is not
of the field of his possession,

23 then the priest shall reckon to him theworth of your valuation up to the
Year of Jubilee; and he shall give your valuation on that day, as a holy thing
to the LORD.

24 In the Year of Jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was
bought, even to him to whom the possession of the land belongs.

25 All your valuations shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary:
twenty gerahs§ to the shekel.*

26 “ ‘However the firstborn among animals, which belongs to the LORD as
a firstborn, nomanmay dedicate, whether an ox or a sheep. It is the LORD’s.

27 If it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back according to your
valuation, and shall add to it the fifth part of it; or if it isn’t redeemed, then it
shall be sold according to your valuation.

28 “ ‘Notwithstanding, no devoted thing that aman devotes to the LORD of
all that he has, whether of man or animal, or of the field of his possession,
shall be sold or redeemed. Everything that is permanently devoted is most
holy to the LORD.

29“ ‘Noonedevoted todestruction,whoshall bedevoted fromamongmen,
shall be ransomed. He shall surely be put to death.

30 “ ‘All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit
of the trees, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.

31 If a man redeems anything of his tithe, he shall add a fifth part to it.
32All the tithe of the herds or the flocks, whatever passes under the rod,

the tenth shall be holy to the LORD.
33 He shall not examine whether it is good or bad, neither shall he

exchange it. If he exchanges it at all, then both it and that for which it is
exchanged shall be holy. It shall not be redeemed.’ ”

34 These are the commandments which the LORD commanded Moses for
the children of Israel onMount Sinai.

§ 27:25 Agerah is about 0.5 gramsor about 7.7 grains. * 27:25 A shekel is about 10 gramsor about
0.35 ounces.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1 The LORD* spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of
Meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they
had come out of the land of Egypt, saying,

2 “Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their
families, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names,
everymale, one by one,

3 from twenty years old and upward, all who are able to go out to war in
Israel. You and Aaron shall count them by their divisions.

4With you there shall be amanof every tribe, each oneheadof his fathers’
house.

5These are the names of themenwho shall stand with you:
Of Reuben: Elizur the son of Shedeur.
6Of Simeon: Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.
7Of Judah: Nahshon the son of Amminadab.
8Of Issachar: Nethanel the son of Zuar.
9Of Zebulun: Eliab the son of Helon.
10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim: Elishama the son of Ammihud; of

Manasseh: Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.
11Of Benjamin: Abidan the son of Gideoni.
12Of Dan: Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.
13Of Asher: Pagiel the son of Ochran.
14Of Gad: Eliasaph the son of Deuel.
15Of Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan.”
16These are thosewhowere called of the congregation, the princes† of the

tribes of their fathers; they were the heads of the thousands of Israel.
17Moses and Aaron took these menwho arementioned by name.
18 They assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the

second month; and they declared their ancestry by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, one by one.

19As the LORD commanded Moses, so he counted them in the wilderness
of Sinai.

20 The children of Reuben, Israel’s firstborn, their generations, by their
families, by their fathers’houses, according to thenumber of thenames, one
by one, everymale from twenty years old and upward, all whowere able to
go out to war:

21 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Reuben, were forty-six
thousand five hundred.

22Of the children of Simeon, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, those who were counted of it, according to the number of
the names, one by one, every male from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war:

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:16 or, chiefs, or, leaders
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23 those whowere counted of them, of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine
thousand three hundred.

24 Of the children of Gad, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

25 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Gad, were forty-five
thousand six hundred fifty.

26 Of the children of Judah, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

27 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Judah, were seventy-
four thousand six hundred.

28Of the children of Issachar, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

29 thosewhowere counted of them, of the tribe of Issachar, were fifty-four
thousand four hundred.

30Of the children of Zebulun, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

31 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty-
seven thousand four hundred.

32Of the children of Joseph: of the children of Ephraim, their generations,
by their families, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go out to
war:

33 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty
thousand five hundred.

34 Of the children of Manasseh, their generations, by their families, by
their fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

35 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty-
two thousand two hundred.

36Of the childrenofBenjamin, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

37 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty-
five thousand four hundred.

38 Of the children of Dan, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

39 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Dan, were sixty-two
thousand seven hundred.

40 Of the children of Asher, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:

41 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Asher, were forty-one
thousand five hundred.

42Of the children of Naphtali, their generations, by their families, by their
fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years
old and upward, all who were able to go out to war:
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43 those who were counted of them, of the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty-
three thousand four hundred.

44 These are those who were counted, whom Moses and Aaron counted,
and the twelve men who were princes of Israel, each one for his fathers’
house.

45 So all those who were counted of the children of Israel by their fathers’
houses, from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go out to
war in Israel—

46 all those who were counted were six hundred three thousand five
hundred fifty.

47But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not counted among
them.

48For the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
49 “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not count, neither shall you take a

census of them among the children of Israel;
50but appoint the Levites over the Tabernacle of the Testimony, and over

all its furnishings, and over all that belongs to it. They shall carry the
tabernacle and all its furnishings; and they shall take care of it, and shall
encamp around it.

51When the tabernacle is tomove, theLevites shall take it down; andwhen
the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall set it up. The stranger who
comes near shall be put to death.

52Thechildrenof Israel shall pitch their tents, everymanbyhis owncamp,
and everyman by his own standard, according to their divisions.

53 But the Levites shall encamp around the Tabernacle of the Testimony,
that theremaybenowrath on the congregation of the children of Israel. The
Levites shall be responsible for the Tabernacle of the Testimony.”

54 Thus the children of Israel did. According to all that the LORD com-
mandedMoses, so they did.

2
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2 “The children of Israel shall encamp every man by his own standard,

with the banners of their fathers’ houses. They shall encamp around the
Tent of Meeting at a distance from it.

3 “Those who encamp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be of the
standard of the camp of Judah, according to their divisions. The prince of
the children of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

4 His division, and those who were counted of them, were seventy-four
thousand six hundred.

5 “Thosewho encampnext to him shall be the tribe of Issachar. The prince
of the children of Issachar shall be Nethanel the son of Zuar.

6His division, and those whowere counted of it, were fifty-four thousand
four hundred.

7“The tribe of Zebulun: theprince of the childrenof Zebulun shall beEliab
the son of Helon.

8Hisdivision, and thosewhowere countedof it,werefifty-seven thousand
four hundred.

9“Allwhowere countedof the campof Judahwere onehundred eighty-six
thousand four hundred, according to their divisions. They shall set out first.
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10“Onthe south side shall be the standardof thecampofReubenaccording
to theirdivisions. Theprinceof thechildrenofReubenshall beElizur the son
of Shedeur.

11His division, and those whowere counted of it, were forty-six thousand
five hundred.

12 “Thosewho encampnext to him shall be the tribe of Simeon. The prince
of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

13 His division, and those who were counted of them, were fifty-nine
thousand three hundred.

14 “The tribe of Gad: the prince of the children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the
son of Reuel.

15 His division, and those who were counted of them, were forty-five
thousand six hundred fifty.

16 “All who were counted of the camp of Reuben were one hundred fifty-
one thousand four hundred fifty, according to their armies. They shall set
out second.

17 “Then the Tent of Meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in
themiddle of the camps. As they encamp, so shall they set out, everyman in
his place, by their standards.

18 “On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim ac-
cording to their divisions. The prince of the children of Ephraim shall be
Elishama the son of Ammihud.

19His division, and thosewhowere counted of them, were forty thousand
five hundred.

20 “Next to him shall be the tribe of Manasseh. The prince of the children
of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

21 His division, and those who were counted of them, were thirty-two
thousand two hundred.

22 “The tribe of Benjamin: the prince of the children of Benjamin shall be
Abidan the son of Gideoni.

23 His army, and those who were counted of them, were thirty-five
thousand four hundred.

24 “All whowere counted of the camp of Ephraimwere one hundred eight
thousand one hundred, according to their divisions. They shall set out third.

25 “On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan according to
their divisions. The prince of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai.

26 His division, and those who were counted of them, were sixty-two
thousand seven hundred.

27 “Those who encamp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher. The prince
of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ochran.

28 His division, and those who were counted of them, were forty-one
thousand five hundred.

29 “The tribe of Naphtali: the prince of the children of Naphtali shall be
Ahira the son of Enan.

30 His division, and those who were counted of them, were fifty-three
thousand four hundred.

31“Allwhowere counted of the campofDanwere onehundredfifty-seven
thousand six hundred. They shall set out last by their standards.”



Numbers 2:32 181 Numbers 3:20

32 These are those who were counted of the children of Israel by their
fathers’ houses. All who were counted of the camps according to their
armies were six hundred three thousand five hundred fifty.

33 But the Levites were not counted among the children of Israel, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

34 Thus the children of Israel did. According to all that the LORD com-
manded Moses, so they encamped by their standards, and so they set out,
everyone by their families, according to their fathers’ houses.

3
1Now this is the history of the generations of Aaron andMoses in the day

that the LORD spoke withMoses in Mount Sinai.
2 These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and

Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
3These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priestswhowere anointed,

whom he consecrated to minister in the priest’s office.
4Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered strange fire

before the LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children.
Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest’s office in the presence of
Aaron their father.

5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that

theymayminister to him.
7 They shall keep his requirements, and the requirements of the whole

congregation before the Tent of Meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle.
8 They shall keep all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting, and the

obligations of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.
9You shall give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons. They arewholly given

to him on the behalf of the children of Israel.
10 You shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall keep their priest-

hood, but the stranger who comes near shall be put to death.”
11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Behold,* I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel

instead of all the firstbornwhoopen thewombamong the children of Israel;
and the Levites shall be mine,

13 for all the firstborn are mine. On the day that I struck down all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt I made holy to me all the firstborn in Israel,
bothman and animal. They shall be mine. I am the LORD.”

14The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying,
15 “Count the children of Levi by their fathers’ houses, by their families.

You shall count everymale from amonth old and upward.”
16 Moses counted them according to the LORD’s word, as he was com-

manded.
17 These were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon, Kohath, and

Merari.
18These are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families: Libni and

Shimei.
19The sons of Kohath by their families: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, andUzziel.
20The sons of Merari by their families: Mahli andMushi.

* 3:12 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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These are the families of the Levites according to their fathers’ houses.
21 Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites, and the family of the

Shimeites. These are the families of the Gershonites.
22 Those who were counted of them, according to the number of all the

males from amonth old and upward, even thosewhowere counted of them
were seven thousand five hundred.

23 The families of the Gershonites shall encamp behind the tabernacle
westward.

24 Eliasaph the son of Lael shall be the prince of the fathers’ house of the
Gershonites.

25 The duty of the sons of Gershon in the Tent of Meeting shall be the
tabernacle, the tent, its covering, the screen for the door of the Tent of
Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen for the door of the court which is
by the tabernacle and around the altar, and its cords for all of its service.

27Of Kohath was the family of the Amramites, the family of the Izharites,
the family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites. These are the
families of the Kohathites.

28According to the number of all themales fromamonth old and upward,
there were eight thousand six hundred keeping the requirements of the
sanctuary.

29The families of the sons of Kohath shall encamp on the south side of the
tabernacle.

30The prince of the fathers’house of the families of the Kohathites shall be
Elizaphan the son of Uzziel.

31 Their duty shall be the ark, the table, the lamp stand, the altars, the
vessels of the sanctuary with which they minister, the screen, and all its
service.

32 Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be prince of the princes of
the Levites, with the oversight of those who keep the requirements of the
sanctuary.

33OfMerari was the family of theMahlites and the family of theMushites.
These are the families of Merari.

34 Those who were counted of them, according to the number of all the
males from amonth old and upward, were six thousand two hundred.†

35The prince of the fathers’ house of the families of Merari was Zuriel the
son of Abihail. They shall encamp on the north side of the tabernacle.

36 The appointed duty of the sons of Merari shall be the tabernacle’s
boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, all its instruments, all its service,

37 the pillars of the court around it, their sockets, their pins, and their
cords.

38Those who encamp before the tabernacle eastward, in front of the Tent
of Meeting toward the sunrise, shall be Moses, with Aaron and his sons,
keeping the requirements of the sanctuary for the duty of the children of
Israel. The outsider who comes near shall be put to death.

39Allwhowere counted of the Levites, whomMoses andAaron counted at
the commandmentof theLORD,by their families, all themales fromamonth
old and upward, were twenty-two thousand.
† 3:34 + 22,000 is the sum rounded to 2 significant digits. The sum of the Gershonites, Kohathites,
and Merarites given above is 22,300, but the traditional Hebrew text has the number rounded to 2
significant digits, not 3 significant digits.
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40The LORD said toMoses, “Count all the firstbornmales of the children of
Israel from amonth old and upward, and take the number of their names.

41 You shall take the Levites for me—I am the LORD—instead of all the
firstborn among the children of Israel; and the livestock of the Levites
instead of all the firstborn among the livestock of the children of Israel.”

42Moses counted, as the LORD commanded him, all the firstborn among
the children of Israel.

43All the firstbornmales according to the number of names from amonth
old and upward, of those who were counted of them, were twenty-two
thousand two hundred seventy-three.

44The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
45“Take theLevites insteadofall thefirstbornamong thechildrenof Israel,

and the livestock of the Levites instead of their livestock; and the Levites
shall be mine. I am the LORD.

46For the redemption of the two hundred seventy-three of the firstborn of
the children of Israel who exceed the number of the Levites,

47 you shall take five shekels apiece for each one; according to the shekel‡
of the sanctuary you shall take them (the shekel is twenty gerahs§);

48and you shall give themoney, with which their remainder is redeemed,
to Aaron and to his sons.”

49Moses took the redemption money from those who exceeded the num-
ber of those whowere redeemed by the Levites;

50 from the firstborn of the children of Israel he took the money, one
thousand three hundred sixty-five shekels,* according to the shekel of the
sanctuary;

51 and Moses gave the redemption money to Aaron and to his sons,
according to the LORD’s word, as the LORD commandedMoses.

4
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2“Takea censusof the sonsofKohath fromamong the sonsofLevi, by their

families, by their fathers’ houses,
3 from thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all who enter

into the service to do the work in the Tent of Meeting.
4“This is the service of the sons ofKohath in theTent ofMeeting, regarding

themost holy things.
5When the campmoves forward, Aaron shall go inwith his sons; and they

shall take down the veil of the screen, cover the ark of the Testimonywith it,
6put a covering of sealskin on it, spread a blue cloth over it, and put in its

poles.
7 “On the table of show bread they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it

the dishes, the spoons, the bowls, and the cups with which to pour out; and
the continual bread shall be on it.

8They shall spread on them a scarlet cloth, and cover it with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

‡ 3:47 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 3:47 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about
7.7 grains. * 3:50 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1365 shekels is about 13.65
kilograms or about 30 pounds.
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9 “They shall take a blue cloth and cover the lamp stand of the light, its
lamps, its snuffers, its snuff dishes, and all its oil vessels, with which they
minister to it.

10Theyshall put it andall its vesselswithinacoveringof sealskin, andshall
put it on the frame.

11 “On the golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a
covering of sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

12 “They shall take all the vessels of ministry with which they minister in
the sanctuary, and put them in a blue cloth, cover them with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put them on the frame.

13“They shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread apurple cloth
on it.

14They shall put on it all its vessels with which they minister about it, the
fire pans, the meat hooks, the shovels, and the basins—all the vessels of the
altar; and they shall spread on it a covering of sealskin, and put in its poles.

15 “WhenAaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all
the furniture of the sanctuary, as the camp moves forward; after that, the
sons of Kohath shall come to carry it; but they shall not touch the sanctuary,
lest they die. The sons of Kohath shall carry these things belonging to the
Tent of Meeting.

16 “The duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be the oil for the
light, the sweet incense, the continual meal offering, and the anointing oil,
the requirements of all the tabernacle, and of all that is in it, the sanctuary,
and its furnishings.”

17The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
18 “Don’t cut off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the

Levites;
19but do this to them, that theymay live, and not die, when they approach

themost holy things: Aaron andhis sons shall go in and appoint everyone to
his service and to his burden;

20but they shall not go in to see the sanctuary even for amoment, lest they
die.”

21The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
22 “Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, by their fathers’ houses, by

their families;
23you shall count them from thirty years old and upward until fifty years

old: all who enter in to wait on the service, to do the work in the Tent of
Meeting.

24 “This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, in serving and in
bearing burdens:

25 they shall carry the curtains of the tabernacle and the Tent of Meeting,
its covering, the covering of sealskin that is on it, the screen for the door of
the Tent of Meeting,

26 the hangings of the court, the screen for the door of the gate of the court
which is by the tabernacle and around the altar, their cords, and all the
instruments of their service, and whatever shall be done with them. They
shall serve in there.

27 At the commandment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of
the sons of the Gershonites, in all their burden and in all their service; and
you shall appoint their duty to them in all their responsibilities.
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28 This is the service of the families of the sons of the Gershonites in the
Tent of Meeting. Their duty shall be under the hand of Ithamar the son of
Aaron the priest.

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you shall count them by their families, by
their fathers’ houses;

30 you shall count them from thirty years old and upward even to fifty
years old—everyone who enters on the service, to do the work of the Tent
of Meeting.

31This is the duty of their burden, according to all their service in the Tent
of Meeting: the tabernacle’s boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets,

32 the pillars of the court around it, their sockets, their pins, their cords,
with all their instruments, and with all their service. You shall appoint the
instruments of the duty of their burden to them by name.

33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all
their service in the Tent of Meeting, under the hand of Ithamar the son of
Aaron the priest.”

34Moses and Aaron and the princes of the congregation counted the sons
of the Kohathites by their families, and by their fathers’ houses,

35 from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who
entered into the service for work in the Tent of Meeting.

36 Those who were counted of them by their families were two thousand
seven hundred fifty.

37 These are those who were counted of the families of the Kohathites,
all who served in the Tent of Meeting, whom Moses and Aaron counted
according to the commandment of the LORD byMoses.

38 Those who were counted of the sons of Gershon, by their families, and
by their fathers’ houses,

39 from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old—everyonewho
entered into the service for work in the Tent of Meeting,

40even thosewhowere countedof them, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, were two thousand six hundred thirty.

41These are thosewhowere countedof the families of the sonsofGershon,
all who served in the Tent of Meeting, whom Moses and Aaron counted
according to the commandment of the LORD.

42 Those who were counted of the families of the sons of Merari, by their
families, by their fathers’ houses,

43 from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old—everyonewho
entered into the service for work in the Tent of Meeting,

44 even those who were counted of them by their families, were three
thousand two hundred.

45These are those whowere counted of the families of the sons of Merari,
whom Moses and Aaron counted according to the commandment of the
LORD byMoses.

46All those who were counted of the Levites whomMoses and Aaron and
the princes of Israel counted, by their families and by their fathers’ houses,

47 from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who
entered in to do the work of service and the work of bearing burdens in the
Tent of Meeting,

48 even those who were counted of them, were eight thousand five hun-
dred eighty.
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49 According to the commandment of the LORD they were counted by
Moses, everyone according to his service and according to his burden. Thus
they were counted by him, as the LORD commandedMoses.

5
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel that they put out of the camp every

leper, everyone who has a discharge, and whoever is unclean by a corpse.
3You shall put bothmale and female outside of the camp so that they don’t

defile their camp, in themidst of which I dwell.”
4 The children of Israel did so, and put them outside of the camp; as the

LORD spoke to Moses, so the children of Israel did.
5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Speak to the children of Israel: ‘When amanorwoman commits any sin

that men commit, so as to trespass against the LORD, and that soul is guilty,
7 then he shall confess his sin which he has done; and he shall make

restitution for his guilt in full, add to it the fifth part of it, and give it to him
in respect of whom he has been guilty.

8But if theman has no kinsman to whom restitutionmay bemade for the
guilt, the restitution for guilt which ismade to the LORD shall be the priest’s,
in addition to the ram of the atonement, by which atonement shall bemade
for him.

9Every heave offering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which
they present to the priest, shall be his.

10Everyman’s holy things shall be his; whatever anyman gives the priest,
it shall be his.’ ”

11The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them: ‘If any man’s wife goes

astray and is unfaithful to him,
13 and a man lies with her carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of her

husband and this is kept concealed, and she is defiled, there is no witness
against her, and she isn’t taken in the act;

14and the spirit of jealousy comes on him, and he is jealous of hiswife and
she is defiled; or if the spirit of jealousy comes on him, and he is jealous of
his wife and she isn’t defiled;

15 then the man shall bring his wife to the priest, and shall bring her
offering for her: one tenth of an ephah* of barley meal. He shall pour no
oil on it, nor put frankincense on it, for it is a meal offering of jealousy, a
meal offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to memory.

16The priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD.
17The priest shall take holywater in an earthen vessel; and the priest shall

take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the
water.

18 The priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and let the hair of the
woman’s head go loose, and put themeal offering ofmemorial in her hands,
which is the meal offering of jealousy. The priest shall have in his hand the
water of bitterness that brings a curse.

19Thepriest shall cause her to take an oath and shall tell thewoman, “If no
man has lain with you, and if you haven’t gone aside to uncleanness, being
* 5:15 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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under your husband’s authority, be free from this water of bitterness that
brings a curse.

20But if you have gone astray, being under your husband’s authority, and
if you are defiled, and someman has lain with you besides your husband—”

21 then the priest shall cause thewoman to swearwith the oath of cursing,
and the priest shall tell thewoman, “May the LORDmake you a curse and an
oath among your people, when the LORD allows your thigh to fall away, and
your body to swell;

22 and this water that brings a curse will go into your bowels, and make
your body swell, and your thigh fall away.” The woman shall say, “Amen,
Amen.”

23 “ ‘The priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall wipe them
into the water of bitterness.

24He shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that causes the
curse; and the water that causes the curse shall enter into her and become
bitter.

25 The priest shall take the meal offering of jealousy out of the woman’s
hand, and shall wave the meal offering before the LORD, and bring it to the
altar.

26 The priest shall take a handful of the meal offering, as its memorial
portion, and burn it on the altar, and afterward shallmake thewomandrink
the water.

27When he has made her drink the water, then it shall happen, if she is
defiled and has committed a trespass against her husband, that the water
that causes the cursewill enter into her andbecomebitter, andher bodywill
swell, andher thighwill fall away; and thewomanwill be a curse amongher
people.

28 If the woman isn’t defiled, but is clean; then she shall be free, and shall
conceive offspring.†

29“ ‘This is the lawof jealousy,whenawife, beingunderherhusband, goes
astray, and is defiled,

30 or when the spirit of jealousy comes on a man, and he is jealous of his
wife; then he shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall
execute on her all this law.

31 The man shall be free from iniquity, and that woman shall bear her
iniquity.’ ”

6
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them: ‘When either man or

woman shall make a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to separate himself
to the LORD,

3he shall separate himself fromwine and strong drink. He shall drink no
vinegar of wine, or vinegar of fermented drink, neither shall he drink any
juice of grapes, nor eat fresh grapes or dried.

4 All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is made of the
grapevine, from the seeds even to the skins.

5 “ ‘All the days of his vow of separation no razor shall come on his head,
until the days are fulfilled in which he separates himself to the LORD. He
shall be holy. He shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow long.
† 5:28 or, seed
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6 “ ‘All the days that he separates himself to the LORD he shall not go near
a dead body.

7He shall notmakehimself unclean for his father, or for hismother, for his
brother, or for his sister, when they die, because his separation to God* is on
his head.

8All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD.
9 “ ‘If any man dies very suddenly beside him, and he defiles the head of

his separation, then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing. On
the seventh day he shall shave it.

10On the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons
to the priest, to the door of the Tent of Meeting.

11 The priest shall offer one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned by reason of the
dead, and shall make his head holy that same day.

12He shall separate to the LORD the days of his separation, and shall bring
a male lamb a year old for a trespass offering; but the former days shall be
void, because his separation was defiled.

13 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite: when the days of his separation are
fulfilled, he shall be brought to the door of the Tent of Meeting,

14 and he shall offer his offering to the LORD: one male lamb a year old
without defect for a burnt offering, one ewe lamb a year old without defect
for a sin offering, one ramwithout defect for peace offerings,

15 a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mixed with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil with their meal offering and their
drink offerings.

16 The priest shall present them before the LORD, and shall offer his sin
offering and his burnt offering.

17He shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD,with
the basket of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer also its meal offering
and its drink offering.

18TheNazirite shall shave theheadofhis separationat thedoorof theTent
of Meeting, take the hair of the head of his separation, and put it on the fire
which is under the sacrifice of peace offerings.

19 The priest shall take the boiled shoulder of the ram, one unleavened
cake out of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them on
the hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved the head of his separation;

20 and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.
They are holy for the priest, together with the breast that is waved and the
thigh that is offered. After that the Nazirite may drink wine.

21“ ‘This is the lawof theNaziritewhovowsandofhis offering to theLORD
for his separation, in addition to that which he is able to afford. According
to his vowwhich he vows, so hemust do after the law of his separation.’ ”

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘This is how you shall bless the

children of Israel.’ You shall tell them,
24 ‘The LORD bless you, and keep you.

25The LORDmake his face to shine on you,
and be gracious to you.

* 6:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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26The LORD lift up his face toward you,
and give you peace.’

27 “So they shall put my name on the children of Israel; and I will bless
them.”

7
1 On the day that Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle, and had

anointed it and sanctified it with all its furniture, and the altar with all its
vessels, and had anointed and sanctified them;

2 the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers’ houses, gave offerings.
These were the princes of the tribes. These are they who were over those
whowere counted;

3and theybrought their offeringbefore theLORD, six coveredwagons and
twelve oxen; a wagon for every two of the princes, and for each one an ox.
They presented them before the tabernacle.

4The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
5 “Accept these from them, that they may be used in doing the service of

the Tent of Meeting; and you shall give them to the Levites, to every man
according to his service.”

6Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them to the Levites.
7He gave two wagons and four oxen to the sons of Gershon, according to

their service.
8He gave four wagons and eight oxen to the sons of Merari, according to

their service, under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
9 But to the sons of Kohath he gave none, because the service of the

sanctuary belonged to them; they carried it on their shoulders.
10The princes gave offerings for the dedication of the altar in the day that

it was anointed. The princes gave their offerings before the altar.
11The LORD said toMoses, “They shall offer their offering, each prince on

his day, for the dedication of the altar.”
12 He who offered his offering the first day was Nahshon the son of

Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah,
13and his offering was:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,*
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
14one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
15one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
16onemale goat for a sin offering;
17and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old. Thiswas the offering ofNahshon
the son of Amminadab.

18On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, prince of Issachar, gave his
offering.

19He offered for his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,

* 7:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;

20one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
21one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
22onemale goat for a sin offering;
23and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, fivemale lambs a year old. This was the offering of Nethanel the
son of Zuar.

24 On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children of
Zebulun,

25 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
26one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
27one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
28onemale goat for a sin offering;
29and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. Thiswas the offering of Eliab the
son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shedeur, prince of the children of
Reuben,

31 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
32one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
33one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
34onemale goat for a sin offering;
35and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Elizur
the son of Shedeur.

36On the fifth day Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, prince of the children
of Simeon,

37 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
38one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
39one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
40onemale goat for a sin offering;



Numbers 7:41 191 Numbers 7:61

41and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, andfivemale lambsayearold: thiswas theofferingof Shelumiel
the son of Zurishaddai.

42On the sixth day, Eliasaph the sonofDeuel, prince of the children ofGad,
43 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
44one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
45one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
46onemale goat for a sin offering;
47and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. Thiswas the offering of Eliasaph
the son of Deuel.

48On the seventhdayElishama the sonofAmmihud, princeof the children
of Ephraim,

49 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
50one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
51one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
52onemale goat for a sin offering;
53and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, andfivemale lambs ayear old. Thiswas the offering of Elishama
the son of Ammihud.

54On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, prince of the children
of Manasseh,

55 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
56one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
57one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
58onemale goat for a sin offering;
59and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old. Thiswas the offering of Gamaliel
the son of Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gideoni, prince of the children of
Benjamin,

61 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
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62one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
63one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
64onemale goat for a sin offering;
65and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Abidan
the son of Gideoni.

66On the tenthdayAhiezer the sonofAmmishaddai, princeof the children
of Dan,

67 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
68one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
69one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
70onemale goat for a sin offering;
71and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and fivemale lambs a year old. This was the offering of Ahiezer
the son of Ammishaddai.

72On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Ochran, prince of the children of
Asher,

73 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
74one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
75one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
76onemale goat for a sin offering;
77and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Pagiel
the son of Ochran.

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, prince of the children of
Naphtali,

79 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctu-

ary, both of them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a meal offering;
80one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of incense;
81one young bull,
one ram,
onemale lamb a year old, for a burnt offering;
82onemale goat for a sin offering;
83and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, twohead of cattle, five rams, five

male goats, andfivemale lambs a year old. Thiswas the offering ofAhira the
son of Enan.
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84 This was the dedication offering of the altar, on the day when it was
anointed, by the princes of Israel: twelve silver platters, twelve silver bowls,
twelve golden ladles;

85 each silver platter weighing one hundred thirty shekels, and each bowl
seventy; all the silver of the vessels two thousand four hundred shekels,
according to the shekel of the sanctuary;

86 the twelve golden ladles, full of incense, weighing ten shekels apiece,
according to the shekel of the sanctuary; all the gold of the ladles weighed
one hundred twenty shekels;

87 all the cattle for the burnt offering twelve bulls, the rams twelve, the
male lambsayearold twelve, and theirmeal offering; and twelvemale goats
for a sin offering;

88 and all the cattle for the sacrifice of peace offerings: twenty-four bulls,
sixty rams, sixty male goats, and sixty male lambs a year old. This was the
dedication offering of the altar, after it was anointed.

89When Moses went into the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD, he
heard his voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the
ark of the Testimony, from between the two cherubim; and he spoke to him.

8
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2“Speak toAaron, and tell him, ‘Whenyou light the lamps, the seven lamps

shall give light in front of the lamp stand.’ ”
3Aaron did so. He lit its lamps to light the area in front of the lamp stand,

as the LORD commandedMoses.
4Thiswas theworkmanship of the lamp stand, beatenwork of gold. From

its base to its flowers, itwasbeatenwork. Hemade the lampstandaccording
to the pattern which the LORD had shownMoses.

5The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Take the Levites from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.
7You shall do this to them to cleanse them: sprinkle thewater of cleansing

on them, let them shave their whole bodieswith a razor, let themwash their
clothes, and cleanse themselves.

8 Then let them take a young bull and its meal offering, fine flour mixed
with oil; and another young bull you shall take for a sin offering.

9 You shall present the Levites before the Tent of Meeting. You shall
assemble the whole congregation of the children of Israel.

10 You shall present the Levites before the LORD. The children of Israel
shall lay their hands on the Levites,

11 and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD for a wave offering
on the behalf of the children of Israel, that it may be theirs to do the service
of the LORD.

12 “TheLevites shall lay their hands on theheads of the bulls, and you shall
offer the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering to the LORD,
to make atonement for the Levites.

13 You shall set the Levites before Aaron and before his sons, and offer
them as a wave offering to the LORD.

14 Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the children of Israel,
and the Levites shall be mine.
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15“After that, theLevites shall go in todo the service of theTent ofMeeting.
You shall cleanse them, and offer them as a wave offering.

16 For they are wholly given to me from among the children of Israel;
instead of all who open the womb, even the firstborn of all the children of
Israel, I have taken them tome.

17 For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are mine, both man
and animal. On the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I
sanctified them for myself.

18 I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children
of Israel.

19 I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among
the children of Israel, to do the service of the children of Israel in the Tent of
Meeting, and tomake atonement for the children of Israel, so that therewill
be no plague among the children of Israel when the children of Israel come
near to the sanctuary.”

20 Moses, and Aaron, and all the congregation of the children of Israel
did so to the Levites. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses
concerning the Levites, so the children of Israel did to them.

21TheLevitespurified themselves fromsin, and theywashed their clothes;
and Aaron offered them for a wave offering before the LORD and Aaron
made atonement for them to cleanse them.

22After that, the Levites went in to do their service in the Tent of Meeting
before Aaron and before his sons: as the LORD had commanded Moses
concerning the Levites, so they did to them.

23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “This is what is assigned to the Levites: from twenty-five years old and

upward they shall go in to wait on the service in the work of the Tent of
Meeting;

25and from the age of fifty years they shall retire fromdoing thework, and
shall serve nomore,

26but shall assist their brothers in theTent ofMeeting, to perform theduty,
and shall performno service. This is how you shall have the Levites do their
duties.”

9
1The LORD spoke toMoses in thewilderness of Sinai, in the first month of

the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying,
2 “Let the children of Israel keep the Passover in its appointed season.
3On the fourteenth day of this month, at evening, you shall keep it in its

appointed season. Youshall keep it according toall its statutesandaccording
to all its ordinances.”

4Moses told the children of Israel that they should keep the Passover.
5 They kept the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the

month at evening, in the wilderness of Sinai. According to all that the LORD
commandedMoses, so the children of Israel did.

6There were certain men who were unclean because of the dead body of
a man, so that they could not keep the Passover on that day, and they came
before Moses and Aaron on that day.

7 Those men said to him, “We are unclean because of the dead body of a
man. Why are we kept back, that wemay not offer the offering of the LORD
in its appointed season among the children of Israel?”



Numbers 9:8 195 Numbers 10:3

8 Moses answered them, “Wait, that I may hear what the LORD will
command concerning you.”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Say to the children of Israel, ‘If any man of you or of your generations

is unclean by reason of a dead body, or is on a journey far away, he shall still
keep the Passover to the LORD.

11 In the second month, on the fourteenth day at evening they shall keep
it; they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

12 They shall leave none of it until the morning, nor break a bone of it.
According to all the statute of the Passover they shall keep it.

13But the man who is clean, and is not on a journey, and fails to keep the
Passover, that soul shall be cut off from his people. Because he didn’t offer
the offering of the LORD in its appointed season, thatman shall bear his sin.

14 “ ‘If a foreigner lives among you and desires to keep the Passover to
the LORD, then he shall do so according to the statute of the Passover, and
according to its ordinance. You shall have one statute, both for the foreigner
and for himwho is born in the land.’ ”

15 On the day that the tabernacle was raised up, the cloud covered the
tabernacle, even the Tent of the Testimony. At evening it was over the
tabernacle, as it were the appearance of fire, until morning.

16 So it was continually. The cloud covered it, and the appearance of fire
by night.

17Whenever the cloudwas takenup fromover the Tent, then after that the
children of Israel traveled; and in the placewhere the cloud remained, there
the children of Israel encamped.

18At the commandment of the LORD, the children of Israel traveled, and
at the commandment of the LORD they encamped. As long as the cloud
remained on the tabernacle they remained encamped.

19When the cloud stayed on the tabernacle many days, then the children
of Israel kept the LORD’s command, and didn’t travel.

20 Sometimes the cloud was a few days on the tabernacle; then according
to the commandment of the LORD they remained encamped, and according
to the commandment of the LORD they traveled.

21 Sometimes the cloud was from evening until morning; and when the
cloud was taken up in the morning, they traveled; or by day and by night,
when the cloud was taken up, they traveled.

22Whether it was two days, or a month, or a year that the cloud stayed on
the tabernacle, remaining on it, the children of Israel remained encamped,
and didn’t travel; but when it was taken up, they traveled.

23At the commandmentof theLORD theyencamped, andat the command-
ment of the LORD they traveled. They kept the LORD’s command, at the
commandment of the LORD byMoses.

10
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Make two trumpets of silver. You shall make them of beaten work. You

shall use them for the calling of the congregation and for the journeying of
the camps.

3When they blow them, all the congregation shall gather themselves to
you at the door of the Tent of Meeting.



Numbers 10:4 196 Numbers 10:25

4 If they blow just one, then the princes, the heads of the thousands of
Israel, shall gather themselves to you.

5 When you blow an alarm, the camps that lie on the east side shall go
forward.

6Whenyoublowanalarm the second time, the camps that lie on the south
side shall go forward. They shall blow an alarm for their journeys.

7Butwhen the assembly is to be gathered together, you shall blow, but you
shall not sound an alarm.

8 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets. This shall be to
you for a statute forever throughout your generations.

9When you go to war in your land against the adversary who oppresses
you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets. Then you will be
remembered before the LORD your God, and you will be saved from your
enemies.

10 “Also in the day of your gladness, and in your set feasts, and in the
beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt
offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall be
to you for amemorial before your God. I am the LORD your God.”

11 In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the
month, the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle of the covenant.

12 The children of Israel went forward on their journeys out of the
wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud stayed in the wilderness of Paran.

13Theyfirstwent forward according to the commandment of the LORDby
Moses.

14 First, the standard of the camp of the children of Judah went forward
according to their armies. Nahshon the son of Amminadab was over his
army.

15Nethanel the son of Zuar was over the army of the tribe of the children
of Issachar.

16Eliab the son of Helon was over the army of the tribe of the children of
Zebulun.

17 The tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons
of Merari, who bore the tabernacle, went forward.

18 The standard of the camp of Reuben went forward according to their
armies. Elizur the son of Shedeur was over his army.

19 Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai was over the army of the tribe of the
children of Simeon.

20Eliasaph the son of Deuel was over the army of the tribe of the children
of Gad.

21TheKohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary. The others set up the
tabernacle before they arrived.

22 The standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set forward
according to their armies. Elishama the son of Ammihudwas over his army.

23 Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur was over the army of the tribe of the
children of Manasseh.

24Abidan the son of Gideoniwas over the army of the tribe of the children
of Benjamin.

25 The standard of the camp of the children of Dan, which was the rear
guard of all the camps, set forward according to their armies. Ahiezer the
son of Ammishaddai was over his army.
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26 Pagiel the son of Ochran was over the army of the tribe of the children
of Asher.

27Ahira the son of Enan was over the army of the tribe of the children of
Naphtali.

28Thuswere the travels of the children of Israel according to their armies;
and they went forward.

29Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-
law, “We are journeying to the place of which the LORD said, ‘I will give it
to you.’ Come with us, and we will treat you well; for the LORD has spoken
good concerning Israel.”

30He said to him, “I will not go; but Iwill depart tomy own land, and tomy
relatives.”

31Moses said, “Don’t leave us, please; because you know how we are to
encamp in the wilderness, and you can be our eyes.

32 It shall be, if you go with us—yes, it shall be—that whatever good the
LORD does to us, we will do the same to you.”

33They set forward from the Mount of the LORD three days’ journey. The
ark of the LORD’s covenant went before them three days’ journey, to seek
out a resting place for them.

34 The cloud of the LORD was over them by day, when they set forward
from the camp.

35When the ark went forward, Moses said, “Rise up, LORD, and let your
enemies be scattered! Let those who hate you flee before you!”

36 When it rested, he said, “Return, LORD, to the ten thousands of the
thousands of Israel.”

11
1 The people were complaining in the ears of the LORD. When the LORD

heard it, his anger burned; and the LORD’s fire burned among them, and
consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.

2 The people cried to Moses; and Moses prayed to the LORD, and the fire
abated.

3 The name of that place was called Taberah,* because the LORD’s fire
burned among them.

4 The mixed multitude that was among them lusted exceedingly; and the
children of Israel also wept again, and said, “Whowill give us meat to eat?

5Weremember thefish,whichweate inEgypt fornothing; the cucumbers,
and themelons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic;

6 but now we have lost our appetite. There is nothing at all except this
manna to look at.”

7Themannawas like coriander seed, and it looked like bdellium.†
8The people went around, gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in

mortars, andboiled it in pots, andmade cakes of it. Its tastewas like the taste
of fresh oil.

9When the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna fell on it.
10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, every man

at the door of his tent; and the LORD’s anger burned greatly; andMoses was
displeased.

* 11:3 Taberahmeans “burning” † 11:7 Bdellium is a resin extracted from certain African trees.
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11Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly?
Why haven’t I found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this
people onme?

12 Have I conceived all this people? Have I brought them out, that you
should tell me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing
infant, to the land which you swore to their fathers’?

13Where could I get meat to give all these people? For they weep before
me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that wemay eat.’

14 I amnot able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy forme.
15 If you treat me this way, please kill me right now, if I have found favor

in your sight; and don’t let me seemywretchedness.”
16 The LORD said to Moses, “Gather to me seventy men of the elders of

Israel, whomyou know to be the elders of the people and officers over them;
and bring them to the Tent of Meeting, that theymay stand there with you.

17 Iwill comedownand talkwithyou there. Iwill takeof the Spiritwhich is
on you, andwill put it on them; and they shall bear the burden of the people
with you, that you don’t bear it yourself alone.

18 “Say to the people, ‘Sanctify yourselves in preparation for tomorrow,
and you will eat meat; for you have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying,
“Who will give us meat to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.” Therefore
the LORDwill give youmeat, and you will eat.

19 You will not eat just one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or
twenty days,

20but awholemonth, until it comesout at yournostrils, and it is loathsome
to you; because you have rejected the LORD who is among you, and have
wept before him, saying, “Why did we come out of Egypt?” ’ ”

21Moses said, “The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand
men on foot; and you have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat a
whole month.’

22Shall flocks andherdsbe slaughtered for them, tobe sufficient for them?
Shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to be sufficient for
them?”

23 The LORD said to Moses, “Has the LORD’s hand grown short? Now you
will see whether myword will happen to you or not.”

24Moseswent out, and told the people the LORD’s words; and he gathered
seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them around the Tent.

25 The LORD came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the
Spirit that was on him, and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied, but they did so nomore.

26But twomen remained in the camp. Thenameof onewasEldad, and the
name of the otherMedad; and the Spirit rested on them. Theywere of those
who were written, but had not gone out to the Tent; and they prophesied in
the camp.

27 A young man ran, and told Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp!”

28 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his chosen men,
answered, “My lordMoses, forbid them!”

29 Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the
LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORDwould put his Spirit on them!”

30Moses went into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.
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31Awind from theLORDwent out andbrought quails from the sea, and let
them fall by the camp, about a day’s journey on this side, and a day’s journey
on the other side, around the camp, and about two cubits‡ above the surface
of the earth.

32The people rose up all that day, and all of that night, and all the next day,
and gathered the quails. He who gathered least gathered ten homers;§ and
they spread them all out for themselves around the camp.

33While the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the
LORD’s anger burned against the people, and the LORD struck the people
with a very great plague.

34 The name of that place was called Kibroth Hattaavah,* because there
they buried the people who lusted.

35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people traveled to Hazeroth; and they
stayed at Hazeroth.

12
1Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman

whom he hadmarried; for he hadmarried a Cushite woman.
2 They said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only with Moses? Hasn’t he

spoken also with us?” And the LORD heard it.
3Now the manMoses was very humble, more than all the men who were

on the surface of the earth.
4The LORD spoke suddenly to Moses, to Aaron, and toMiriam, “You three

come out to the Tent of Meeting!”
The three of them came out.
5 The LORD came down in a pillar of cloud, and stood at the door of the

Tent, and called Aaron andMiriam; and they both came forward.
6 He said, “Now hear my words. If there is a prophet among you, I, the

LORD, will makemyself known to him in a vision. I will speak with him in a
dream.

7My servant Moses is not so. He is faithful in all my house.
8With him, I will speak mouth to mouth, even plainly, and not in riddles;

and he shall see the LORD’s form. Why then were you not afraid to speak
against my servant, against Moses?”

9The LORD’s anger burned against them; and he departed.
10Theclouddeparted fromover theTent; andbehold,Miriamwas leprous,

as white as snow. Aaron looked at Miriam, and behold, she was leprous.
11Aaron said toMoses, “Oh,my lord, please don’t count this sin against us,

in which we have done foolishly, and in which we have sinned.
12 Let her not, I pray, be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed

when he comes out of his mother’s womb.”
13Moses cried to the LORD, saying, “Heal her, God, I beg you!”
14The LORD said toMoses, “If her father had but spit in her face, shouldn’t

she be ashamed seven days? Let her be shut up outside of the camp seven
days, and after that she shall be brought in again.”

15 Miriam was shut up outside of the camp seven days, and the people
didn’t travel until Miriamwas brought in again.
‡ 11:31 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. § 11:32 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels * 11:34 Kibroth
Hattaavahmeans “graves of lust”
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16 Afterward the people traveled from Hazeroth, and encamped in the
wilderness of Paran.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Sendmen, that theymay spy out the land of Canaan, which I give to the

children of Israel. Of every tribe of their fathers, you shall send aman, every
one a prince among them.”

3 Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the com-
mandment of the LORD. All of them were men who were heads of the
children of Israel.

4These were their names:
Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.
5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.
6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.
7Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.
8Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun.
9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.
11Of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.
13Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.
14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.
15Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.
16These are the names of themenwhoMoses sent to spy out the land. Moses
called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.
17Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up
this way by the South, and go up into the hill country.
18 See the land, what it is; and the people who dwell therein, whether they
are strong or weak, whether they are few ormany;
19andwhat the land is that they dwell in,whether it is good or bad; andwhat
cities they are that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in strongholds;
20 and what the land is, whether it is fertile or poor, whether there is wood
therein, or not. Be courageous, and bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now
the time was the time of the first-ripe grapes.

21 So they went up, and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to
Rehob, to the entrance of Hamath.

22They went up by the South, and came to Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai,
and Talmai, the children of Anak, were there. (NowHebronwas built seven
years before Zoan in Egypt.)

23 They came to the valley of Eshcol, and cut down from there a branch
with one cluster of grapes, and they bore it on a staff between two. They also
brought some of the pomegranates and figs.

24That place was called the valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which
the children of Israel cut down from there.

25They returned from spying out the land at the end of forty days.
26 They went and came to Moses, to Aaron, and to all the congregation of

the children of Israel, to the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought
back word to them and to all the congregation. They showed them the fruit
of the land.
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27They told him, and said, “Wecame to the landwhere you sent us. Surely
it flows withmilk and honey, and this is its fruit.

28However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are
fortified and very large. Moreover, we saw the children of Anak there.

29Amalek dwells in the land of the South. TheHittite, the Jebusite, and the
Amorite dwell in thehill country. TheCanaanite dwells by the sea, andalong
the side of the Jordan.”

30Caleb stilled the people beforeMoses, and said, “Let’s go up at once, and
possess it; for we are well able to overcome it!”

31But themenwhowent upwith him said, “Wearen’t able to goup against
the people; for they are stronger than we.”

32 They brought up an evil report of the land which they had spied out to
the children of Israel, saying, “The land, throughwhichwe have gone to spy
it out, is a land that eats up its inhabitants; and all the people whowe saw in
it are men of great stature.

33 There we saw the Nephilim,* the sons of Anak, who come from the
Nephilim.† We were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in
their sight.”

14
1All the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept

that night.
2 All the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron.

Thewhole congregation said to them, “Wewish that we had died in the land
of Egypt, or that we had died in this wilderness!

3Why does the LORD bring us to this land, to fall by the sword? Ourwives
and our little ones will be captured or killed! Wouldn’t it be better for us to
return into Egypt?”

4 They said to one another, “Let’s choose a leader, and let’s return into
Egypt.”

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the children of Israel.

6 Joshua the sonofNunandCaleb the sonof Jephunneh,whowere of those
who spied out the land, tore their clothes.

7They spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “The
land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.

8 If the LORD delights in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it
to us: a land which flows withmilk and honey.

9 Only don’t rebel against the LORD, neither fear the people of the land;
for they are bread for us. Their defense is removed from over them, and the
LORD is with us. Don’t fear them.”

10But all the congregation threatened to stone themwith stones.
The LORD’s glory appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all the children of

Israel.
11 The LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? How

longwill they not believe inme, for all the signswhich I haveworked among
them?

12 Iwill strike themwith thepestilence, anddisinherit them, andwillmake
of you a nation greater andmightier than they.”
* 13:33 or, giants † 13:33 or, giants
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13Moses said to theLORD, “Then theEgyptianswill hear it; for youbrought
up this people in yourmight from among them.

14Theywill tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you
LORD are among this people; for you LORD are seen face to face, and your
cloud stands over them, and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day,
and in a pillar of fire by night.

15Now if you killed this people as one man, then the nations which have
heard the fame of you will speak, saying,

16 ‘Because the LORDwas not able to bring this people into the landwhich
he swore to them, therefore he has slain them in the wilderness.’

17Now please let the power of the Lord* be great, according as you have
spoken, saying,

18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness, forgiving
iniquity and disobedience; and he will by nomeans clear the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and on the fourth
generation.’

19 Please pardon the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of
your loving kindness, and just as you have forgiven this people, from Egypt
even until now.”

20The LORD said, “I have pardoned according to your word;
21 but in very deed—as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the

LORD’s glory—
22 because all those men who have seen my glory and my signs, which I

worked inEgypt and in thewilderness, yet have temptedme these ten times,
and have not listened to my voice;

23 surely they shall not see the landwhich I swore to their fathers, neither
shall any of those who despisedme see it.

24But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and has
followed me fully, him I will bring into the land into which he went. His
offspring shall possess it.

25 Since the Amalekite and the Canaanite dwell in the valley, tomorrow
turn and go into the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.”

26The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
27 “How long shall I bearwith this evil congregation that complain against

me? I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel, which they
complain against me.

28Tell them, ‘As I live, says theLORD, surely as youhave spoken inmyears,
so I will do to you.

29Your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness; and all whowere counted
of you, according to yourwholenumber, from twenty years old andupward,
who have complained against me,

30 surely you shall not come into the land concerning which I swore that
I would make you dwell therein, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the son of Nun.

31 But I will bring in your little ones that you said should be captured or
killed, and they shall know the land which you have rejected.

32But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness.

* 14:17 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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33 Your children shall be wanderers in the wilderness forty years, and
shall bear your prostitution, until your dead bodies are consumed in the
wilderness.

34After the number of the days inwhich you spied out the land, even forty
days, for everydayayear, youwill bearyour iniquities, even forty years, and
you will knowmy alienation.’

35 I, theLORD,have spoken. Iwill surely do this to all this evil congregation
who are gathered together against me. In this wilderness they shall be
consumed, and there they shall die.”

36ThemenwhomMoses sent to spy out the land, who returned andmade
all the congregation to murmur against him by bringing up an evil report
against the land,

37 even those men who brought up an evil report of the land, died by the
plague before the LORD.

38 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained
alive of those menwhowent to spy out the land.

39 Moses told these words to all the children of Israel, and the people
mourned greatly.

40 They rose up early in the morning and went up to the top of the
mountain, saying, “Behold, we are here, and will go up to the place which
the LORD has promised; for we have sinned.”

41Moses said, “Why now do you disobey the commandment of the LORD,
since it shall not prosper?

42Don’t go up, for the LORD isn’t among you; that way youwon’t be struck
down before your enemies.

43 For there the Amalekite and the Canaanite are before you, and you
will fall by the sword because you turned back from following the LORD;
therefore the LORDwill not be with you.”

44 But they presumed to go up to the top of the mountain. Nevertheless,
the ark of the LORD’s covenant andMoses didn’t depart out of the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites who lived in that
mountain, and struck them and beat them down even to Hormah.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When you have come into

the land of your habitations, which I give to you,
3 and will make an offering by fire to the LORD—a burnt offering, or a

sacrifice, to accomplish a vow, or as a free will offering, or in your set feasts,
to make a pleasant aroma to the LORD, of the herd, or of the flock—

4 then he who offers his offering shall offer to the LORD ameal offering of
one tenth of an ephah* of fine flourmixed with one fourth of a hin† of oil.

5 You shall prepare wine for the drink offering, one fourth of a hin, with
the burnt offering or for the sacrifice, for each lamb.

6“ ‘For a ram, you shall prepare for ameal offering two tenths of anephah‡
of fine flourmixed with the third part of a hin of oil;

7 and for the drink offering you shall offer the third part of a hin of wine,
of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.
* 15:4 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 15:4 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons. ‡ 15:6 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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8 When you prepare a bull for a burnt offering or for a sacrifice, to
accomplish a vow, or for peace offerings to the LORD,

9 then he shall offer with the bull a meal offering of three tenths of an
ephah§ of fine flourmixed with half a hin of oil;

10 and you shall offer for the drink offering half a hin of wine, for an
offeringmade by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

11 Thus it shall be done for each bull, for each ram, for each of the male
lambs, or of the young goats.

12 According to the number that you shall prepare, so you shall do to
everyone according to their number.

13 “ ‘All who are native-born shall do these things in this way, in offering
an offeringmade by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

14 If a stranger lives as a foreigner with you, or whoever may be among
you throughout your generations, andwill offer an offeringmade by fire, of
a pleasant aroma to the LORD, as you do, so he shall do.

15For the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the stranger
who lives as a foreigner, a statute forever throughout your generations. As
you are, so the foreigner shall be before the LORD.

16One law and one ordinance shall be for you and for the stranger who
lives as a foreigner with you.’ ”

17The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When you come into the

land where I bring you,
19 then it shall be thatwhen you eat of the bread of the land, you shall offer

up a wave offering to the LORD.
20Of the first of your dough you shall offer up a cake for a wave offering.

As the wave offering of the threshing floor, so you shall heave it.
21 Of the first of your dough, you shall give to the LORD a wave offering

throughout your generations.
22 “ ‘When you err, and don’t observe all these commandments which the

LORD has spoken to Moses—
23even all that the LORDhas commanded you byMoses, from the day that

the LORD gave commandment and onward throughout your generations—
24 then it shall be, if it was done unwittingly, without the knowledge of

the congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bull for a
burnt offering, for a pleasant aroma to the LORD, with its meal offering and
its drink offering, according to the ordinance, and one male goat for a sin
offering.

25The priest shallmake atonement for all the congregation of the children
of Israel, and they shall be forgiven; for it was an error, and they have
brought their offering, an offering made by fire to the LORD, and their sin
offering before the LORD, for their error.

26All the congregation of the children of Israel shall be forgiven, aswell as
the stranger who lives as a foreigner among them; for with regard to all the
people, it was done unwittingly.

27 “ ‘If a person sins unwittingly, then he shall offer a female goat a year
old for a sin offering.

§ 15:9 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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28 The priest shall make atonement for the soul who errs when he sins
unwittingly before theLORD.He shallmakeatonement for him; andhe shall
be forgiven.

29You shall have one law for himwho does anything unwittingly, for him
who is native-born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger who
lives as a foreigner among them.

30“ ‘But the soulwhodoesanythingwithahighhand,whetherhe isnative-
born or a foreigner, blasphemes the LORD. That soul shall be cut off from
among his people.

31 Because he has despised the LORD’s word, and has broken his com-
mandment, that soul shall be utterly cut off. His iniquity shall be on him.’ ”

32While the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man
gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.

33Thosewho foundhimgathering sticks brought him toMoses andAaron,
and to all the congregation.

34They put him in custody, because it had not been declared what should
be done to him.

35 The LORD said to Moses, “The man shall surely be put to death. All the
congregation shall stone himwith stones outside of the camp.”

36All the congregation brought him outside of the camp, and stoned him
to death with stones, as the LORD commandedMoses.

37The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
38 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them that they should make

themselves fringes* on the borders of their garments throughout their
generations, and that they put on the fringe† of each border a cord of blue.

39 It shall be to you for a fringe,‡ that youmay see it, and remember all the
LORD’s commandments, and do them; and that you don’t follow your own
heart and your own eyes, after which you used to play the prostitute;

40 so that you may remember and do all my commandments, and be holy
to your God.

41 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be
your God: I am the LORD your God.”

16
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with

Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of
Reuben, took somemen.

2 They rose up before Moses, with some of the children of Israel, two
hundred fifty princes of the congregation, called to the assembly, men of
renown.

3 They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron,
and said to them, “You take toomuch on yourself, since all the congregation
are holy, everyone of them, and the LORD is among them! Why do you lift
yourselves up above the LORD’s assembly?”

4WhenMoses heard it, he fell on his face.
5He said to Korah and to all his company, “In the morning, the LORD will

showwho are his, and who is holy, and will cause him to come near to him.
Even himwhom he shall choose, he will cause to come near to him.

6Do this: have Korah and all his company take censers,

* 15:38 or, tassels (Hebrew ת (צִיצִ֛ † 15:38 or, tassel ‡ 15:39 or, tassel
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7put fire in them, and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow. It
shall be that the man whom the LORD chooses, he shall be holy. You have
gone too far, you sons of Levi!”

8Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi!
9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of Israel has separated you from

the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do the service of
the LORD’s tabernacle, and to stand before the congregation to minister to
them;

10and that he has brought you near, and all your brothers the sons of Levi
with you? Do you seek the priesthood also?

11Therefore you and all your companyhave gathered together against the
LORD!What is Aaron that you complain against him?”

12Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab; and they said,
“Wewon’t come up!

13 Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowingwith
milk and honey, to kill us in thewilderness, but youmust alsomake yourself
a prince over us?

14 Moreover you haven’t brought us into a land flowing with milk and
honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out
the eyes of these men? Wewon’t come up.”

15 Moses was very angry, and said to the LORD, “Don’t respect their
offering. I have not taken one donkey from them, neither have I hurt one
of them.”

16Moses said to Korah, “You and all your company go before the LORD,
you, and they, and Aaron, tomorrow.

17 Each man take his censer and put incense on it, and each man bring
before the LORD his censer, two hundred fifty censers; you also, and Aaron,
each with his censer.”

18 They each took his censer, and put fire in it, and laid incense on it, and
stood at the door of the Tent of Meeting withMoses and Aaron.

19Korah assembled all the congregation opposite them to the door of the
Tent of Meeting.
The LORD’s glory appeared to all the congregation.
20The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
21 “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may con-

sume them in amoment!”
22They fell on their faces, and said, “God, the God of the spirits of all flesh,

shall oneman sin, and will you be angry with all the congregation?”
23The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get away from around the tent of

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram!’ ”
25Moses rose up and went to Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel

followed him.
26He spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart, please, from the tents of

these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all
their sins!”

27So theywent away fromthe tent ofKorah, Dathan, andAbiram, onevery
side. Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood at the door of their tents with
their wives, their sons, and their little ones.

28Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all
these works; for they are not frommy ownmind.
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29 If thesemendie the commondeathof allmen, or if theyexperiencewhat
all men experience, then the LORD hasn’t sent me.

30But if the LORDmakes anew thing, and the groundopens itsmouth, and
swallows them up with all that belong to them, and they go down alive into
Sheol,* then you shall understand that thesemen have despised the LORD.”

31Ashefinished speakingall thesewords, the ground thatwasunder them
split apart.

32 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up with their house-
holds, all of Korah’s men, and all their goods.

33 So they, and all that belonged to themwent down alive into Sheol.† The
earth closed on them, and they perished from among the assembly.

34All Israel thatwere around themfled at their cry; for they said, “Lest the
earth swallow us up!”

35Fire came out from the LORD, and devoured the two hundred fifty men
who offered the incense.

36The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
37 “Speak to Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers

out of theburning, and scatter thefireaway fromthecamp; for theyareholy,
38 even the censers of those who sinned against their own lives. Let them

be beaten into plates for a covering of the altar, for they offered thembefore
the LORD. Therefore they are holy. They shall be a sign to the children of
Israel.”

39 Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers which those who were
burned had offered; and they beat them out for a covering of the altar,

40 to be a memorial to the children of Israel, to the end that no stranger
who isn’t of the offspring of Aaron, would come near to burn incense before
the LORD, that he not be as Korah and as his company; as the LORD spoke to
him byMoses.

41 But on the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel
complained against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the
LORD’s people!”

42 When the congregation was assembled against Moses and against
Aaron, they looked toward the Tent of Meeting. Behold, the cloud covered
it, and the LORD’s glory appeared.

43Moses and Aaron came to the front of the Tent of Meeting.
44The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Get away from among this congregation, that Imay consume them in a

moment!” They fell on their faces.
46Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, put fire from the altar in it, lay

incense on it, carry it quickly to the congregation, and make atonement for
them; for wrath has gone out from the LORD! The plague has begun.”

47Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into the middle of the assembly. The
plague had already begun among the people. He put on the incense, and
made atonement for the people.

48He stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.
49 Now those who died by the plague were fourteen thousand seven

hundred, in addition to those who died about thematter of Korah.

* 16:30 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 16:33 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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50 Aaron returned to Moses to the door of the Tent of Meeting, and the
plague was stopped.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and take rods from them, one for each

fathers’ house, of all their princes according to their fathers’ houses, twelve
rods. Write eachman’s name on his rod.

3 You shall write Aaron’s name on Levi’s rod. There shall be one rod for
each head of their fathers’ houses.

4You shall lay them up in the Tent of Meeting before the covenant, where
I meet with you.

5 It shall happen that the rod of the man whom I shall choose shall bud.
I will make the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur
against you, cease fromme.”

6Moses spoke to the children of Israel; and all their princes gave him rods,
for each prince one, according to their fathers’houses, a total of twelve rods.
Aaron’s rod was among their rods.

7Moses laid up the rods before the LORD in the Tent of the Testimony.
8On the next day, Moses went into the Tent of the Testimony; and behold,

Aaron’s rod for the house of Levi had sprouted, budded, producedblossoms,
and bore ripe almonds.

9Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD to all the children
of Israel. They looked, and eachman took his rod.

10TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Put back the rodofAaronbefore the covenant,
to be kept for a token against the children of rebellion; that you may make
an end of their complaining against me, that they not die.”

11Moses did so. As the LORD commanded him, so he did.
12 The children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Behold, we perish! We

are undone! We are all undone!
13Everyone who keeps approaching the LORD’s tabernacle, dies! Will we

all perish?”

18
1TheLORDsaid toAaron, “Youandyour sons andyour fathers’housewith

you shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; and you and your sonswith you
shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood.

2Bring your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, near
with you, that they may be joined to you, and minister to you; but you and
your sons with you shall be before the Tent of the Testimony.

3They shall keepyour commandsand thedutyof thewholeTent; only they
shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary and to the altar, that they
not die, neither they nor you.

4 They shall be joined to you and keep the responsibility of the Tent of
Meeting, for all the service of the Tent. A stranger shall not come near to
you.

5“Youshall perform thedutyof the sanctuaryand thedutyof thealtar, that
there be nomore wrath on the children of Israel.

6 Behold, I myself have taken your brothers the Levites from among the
children of Israel. They are a gift to you, dedicated to the LORD, to do the
service of the Tent of Meeting.
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7You and your sonswith you shall keep your priesthood for everything of
the altar, and for thatwithin theveil. You shall serve. I give you the service of
the priesthood as a gift. The strangerwho comes near shall be put to death.”

8TheLORDspoke toAaron, “Behold, Imyself havegivenyou the command
ofmywave offerings, even all the holy things of the children of Israel. I have
given them to you by reason of the anointing, and to your sons, as a portion
forever.

9 This shall be yours of the most holy things from the fire: every offering
of theirs, even everymeal offering of theirs, and every sin offering of theirs,
and every trespass offering of theirs, which they shall render tome, shall be
most holy for you and for your sons.

10You shall eat of it like the most holy things. Every male shall eat of it. It
shall be holy to you.

11 “This is yours, too: the wave offering of their gift, even all the wave
offerings of the children of Israel. I have given them to you, and to your sons
and to your daughters with you, as a portion forever. Everyonewho is clean
in your house shall eat of it.

12 “I have given to you all the best of the oil, all the best of the vintage, and
of the grain, the first fruits of themwhich they give to the LORD.

13 The first-ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the
LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is clean in your house shall eat of it.

14 “Everything devoted in Israel shall be yours.
15 Everything that opens the womb, of all flesh which they offer to the

LORD,bothofmanandanimal, shall beyours. Nevertheless, youshall surely
redeem the firstborn of man, and you shall redeem the firstborn of unclean
animals.

16You shall redeem those who are to be redeemed of them from a month
old, according to your estimation, for five shekels ofmoney, according to the
shekel* of the sanctuary, which weighs twenty gerahs.†

17 “But you shall not redeem the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a
sheep, or the firstborn of a goat. They are holy. You shall sprinkle their
blood on the altar, and shall burn their fat for an offeringmade by fire, for a
pleasant aroma to the LORD.

18 Their meat shall be yours, as the wave offering breast and as the right
thigh, it shall be yours.

19All thewaveofferingsof theholy thingswhich thechildrenof Israeloffer
to the LORD, I have given you and your sons and your daughters with you,
as a portion forever. It is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD to you
and to your offspring with you.”

20 The LORD said to Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land,
neither shall you have any portion among them. I amyour portion and your
inheritance among the children of Israel.

21 “To the children of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an
inheritance, in return for their service which they serve, even the service of
the Tent of Meeting.

22 Henceforth the children of Israel shall not come near the Tent of
Meeting, lest they bear sin, and die.

* 18:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 18:16 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or
about 7.7 grains.
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23But the Levites shall do the service of the Tent ofMeeting, and they shall
bear their iniquity. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.
Among the children of Israel, they shall have no inheritance.

24For the tithe of the children of Israel, which they offer as awave offering
to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have
said to them, ‘Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.’ ”

25The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Moreover you shall speak to the Levites, and tell them, ‘When you take

of the children of Israel the tithewhich I have given you from them for your
inheritance, then you shall offer up awave offering of it for the LORD, a tithe
of the tithe.

27Your wave offering shall be credited to you, as though it were the grain
of the threshing floor, and as the fullness of the wine press.

28 Thus you also shall offer a wave offering to the LORD of all your tithes,
whichyoureceiveof the childrenof Israel; andof it you shall give theLORD’s
wave offering to Aaron the priest.

29Out of all your gifts, you shall offer every wave offering to the LORD, of
all its best parts, even the holy part of it.’

30 “Therefore you shall tell them, ‘When you heave its best from it, then it
shall be credited to the Levites as the increase of the threshing floor, and as
the increase of the wine press.

31Youmay eat it anywhere, you and your households, for it is your reward
in return for your service in the Tent of Meeting.

32 You shall bear no sin by reason of it, when you have heaved from it its
best. You shall not profane the holy things of the children of Israel, that you
not die.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2 “This is the statute of the law which the LORD has commanded. Tell the

childrenof Israel tobringyoua redheiferwithout spot, inwhich isnodefect,
and which was never yoked.

3You shall give her to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring her outside of
the camp, and one shall kill her before his face.

4 Eleazar the priest shall take some of her blood with his finger, and
sprinkle her blood toward the front of the Tent of Meeting seven times.

5 One shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her meat, and her
blood, with her dung, shall he burn.

6The priest shall take cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the
middle of the burning of the heifer.

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in
water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be
unclean until the evening.

8He who burns her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in
water, and shall be unclean until the evening.

9 “A man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay
them up outside of the camp in a clean place; and it shall be kept for the
congregationof the childrenof Israel foruse inwater for cleansing impurity.
It is a sin offering.
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10He who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be
unclean until the evening. It shall be to the children of Israel, and to the
stranger who lives as a foreigner among them, for a statute forever.

11 “Hewho touches the dead body of anyman shall be unclean seven days.
12He shall purify himself with water on the third day, and on the seventh

day he shall be clean; but if he doesn’t purify himself the third day, then the
seventh day he shall not be clean.

13Whoever touches a dead person, the body of a man who has died, and
doesn’t purify himself, defiles the LORD’s tabernacle; and that soul shall be
cut off from Israel; because thewater for impuritywasnot sprinkledonhim,
he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is yet on him.

14 “This is the lawwhen aman dies in a tent: everyonewho comes into the
tent, and everyone who is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days.

15Every open vessel, which has no covering bound on it, is unclean.
16 “Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain with a sword, or a

dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.
17 “For the unclean, they shall take of the ashes of the burning of the sin

offering; and running water shall be poured on them in a vessel.
18A clean person shall take hyssop, dip it in the water, and sprinkle it on

the tent, on all the vessels, on the persons who were there, and on himwho
touched the bone, or the slain, or the dead, or the grave.

19The clean person shall sprinkle on the unclean on the third day, and on
the seventh day. On the seventh day, he shall purify him. He shall wash his
clothes and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at evening.

20 But the man who shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that
soul shall be cut off from among the assembly, because he has defiled the
sanctuary of the LORD. The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on
him. He is unclean.

21 It shall be a perpetual statute to them. He who sprinkles the water for
impurity shall wash his clothes, and he who touches the water for impurity
shall be unclean until evening.

22 “Whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the soul
that touches it shall be unclean until evening.”

20
1 The children of Israel, even the whole congregation, came into the

wilderness of Zin in the first month. The people stayed in Kadesh. Miriam
died there, and was buried there.

2 There was no water for the congregation; and they assembled them-
selves together against Moses and against Aaron.

3 The people quarreled with Moses, and spoke, saying, “We wish that we
had died when our brothers died before the LORD!

4Whyhave youbrought the LORD’s assembly into thiswilderness, thatwe
should die there, we and our animals?

5Why have youmade us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in to this evil
place? It isnoplaceof seed, oroffigs, orof vines, orofpomegranates; neither
is there any water to drink.”

6Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of
the Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces. The LORD’s glory appeared to
them.

7The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
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8 “Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, you, and Aaron your
brother, and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it pour out its water.
You shall bringwater to themout of the rock; so you shall give the congrega-
tion and their livestock drink.”

9Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.
10Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and

he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels! Shall we bringwater out of this rock
for you?”

11Moses lifted up his hand, and struck the rock with his rod twice, and
water came out abundantly. The congregation and their livestock drank.

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you didn’t believe in me,
to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not
bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”

13These are the waters of Meribah;* because the children of Israel strove
with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.

14Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying:
“Your brother Israel says: You know all the travail that has happened to

us;
15howour fatherswentdown intoEgypt, andwe lived inEgypta long time.

The Egyptians mistreated us and our fathers.
16 When we cried to the LORD, he heard our voice, sent an angel, and

brought us out of Egypt. Behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the edge of your
border.

17 “Please let us pass through your land. We will not pass through field or
through vineyard, neitherwill we drink from thewater of thewells. Wewill
go along the king’s highway. We will not turn away to the right hand nor to
the left, until we have passed your border.”

18 Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through me, lest I come out with
the sword against you.”

19 The children of Israel said to him, “We will go up by the highway; and
if we drink your water, I and my livestock, then I will give its price. Only let
me, without doing anything else, pass through onmy feet.”

20He said, “You shall not pass through.” Edom came out against himwith
many people, and with a strong hand.

21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border, so Israel
turned away from him.

22 They traveled from Kadesh, and the children of Israel, even the whole
congregation, came toMount Hor.

23The LORD spoke toMoses and Aaron inMount Hor, by the border of the
land of Edom, saying,

24 “Aaron shall be gathered to his people; for he shall not enter into the
land which I have given to the children of Israel, because you rebelled
against myword at the waters of Meribah.

25Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up toMount Hor;
26and stripAaronof his garments, andput themonEleazar his son. Aaron

shall be gathered, and shall die there.”
27Moses did as the LORD commanded. They went up onto Mount Hor in

the sight of all the congregation.

* 20:13 “Meribah” means “quarreling”.
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28Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them on Eleazar his son.
Aaron died there on the top of the mountain, and Moses and Eleazar came
down from themountain.

29 When all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they wept for
Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

21
1The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the South, heard that Israel

cameby thewayofAtharim. He fought against Israel, and took someof them
captive.

2 Israel vowed a vow to the LORD, and said, “If youwill indeed deliver this
people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.”

3TheLORD listened to the voice of Israel, anddeliveredup theCanaanites;
and they utterly destroyed them and their cities. The name of the place was
called Hormah.*

4 They traveled from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom. The soul of the people was very discouraged because of
the journey.

5Thepeople spokeagainstGodandagainstMoses: “Whyhaveyoubrought
us up out of Egypt to die in thewilderness? For there is no bread, there is no
water, and our soul loathes this disgusting food!”

6 The LORD sent venomous snakes among the people, and they bit the
people. Many people of Israel died.

7The people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, because we have
spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take
away the serpents from us.” Moses prayed for the people.

8The LORD said toMoses, “Make a venomous snake, and set it on a pole. It
shall happen that everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.”

9Moses made a serpent of bronze, and set it on the pole. If a serpent had
bitten anyman, when he looked at the serpent of bronze, he lived.

10The children of Israel traveled, and encamped in Oboth.
11 They traveled from Oboth, and encamped at Iyeabarim, in the wilder-

ness which is before Moab, toward the sunrise.
12From there they traveled, and encamped in the valley of Zered.
13From there they traveled, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon,

which is in the wilderness that comes out of the border of the Amorites; for
the Arnon is the border of Moab, betweenMoab and the Amorites.

14 Therefore it is said in The Book of the Wars of the LORD, “Vaheb in
Suphah, the valleys of the Arnon,

15 the slope of the valleys that incline toward the dwelling of Ar, leans on
the border of Moab.”

16From there they traveled to Beer; that is thewell ofwhich the LORD said
to Moses, “Gather the people together, and I will give themwater.”

17Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, well! Sing to it,

18 the well, which the princes dug,
which the nobles of the people dug,
with the scepter, and with their poles.”

From the wilderness they traveled to Mattanah;
* 21:3 “Hormah” means “destruction”.



Numbers 21:19 214 Numbers 22:3

19and fromMattanah to Nahaliel; and fromNahaliel to Bamoth;
20 and from Bamoth to the valley that is in the field of Moab, to the top of

Pisgah, which looks down on the desert.
21 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,
22 “Let me pass through your land. We will not turn away into field or

vineyard. Wewill not drink of thewater of thewells. Wewill go by the king’s
highway, until we have passed your border.”

23Sihonwould not allow Israel to pass through his border, but Sihon gath-
ered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness,
and came to Jahaz. He fought against Israel.

24 Israel struck him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land
from theArnon to the Jabbok, even to the childrenofAmmon; for the border
of the children of Ammonwas fortified.

25 Israel took all these cities. Israel lived in all the cities of the Amorites, in
Heshbon, and in all its villages.

26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had
fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his
hand, even to the Arnon.

27Therefore those who speak in proverbs say,
“Come to Heshbon.

Let the city of Sihon be built and established;
28 for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,

a flame from the city of Sihon.
It has devoured Ar of Moab,

The lords of the high places of the Arnon.
29Woe to you, Moab!

You are undone, people of Chemosh!
He has given his sons as fugitives,

and his daughters into captivity,
to Sihon king of the Amorites.

30We have shot at them.
Heshbon has perished even to Dibon.

We have laid waste even to Nophah,
Which reaches to Medeba.”

31Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites.
32 Moses sent to spy out Jazer. They took its villages, and drove out the

Amorites whowere there.
33 They turned and went up by the way of Bashan. Og the king of Bashan

went out against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.
34 The LORD said to Moses, “Don’t fear him, for I have delivered him into

your hand, with all his people, and his land. You shall do to him as you did
to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

35 So they struck him, with his sons and all his people, until there were no
survivors; and they possessed his land.

22
1 The children of Israel traveled, and encamped in the plains of Moab

beyond the Jordan at Jericho.
2Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.
3Moabwas very afraid of the people, because theyweremany. Moabwas

distressed because of the children of Israel.
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4Moab said to the elders ofMidian, “Nowthismultitudewill lickupall that
is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.”
Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab at that time.
5He sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the

River, to the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, “Behold,
there is a people who came out of Egypt. Behold, they cover the surface of
the earth, and they are staying opposite me.

6Please comenow therefore, and curse this people forme; for they are too
mighty for me. Perhaps I shall prevail, that we may strike them, and that I
maydrive themout of the land; for I know that hewhomyoubless is blessed,
and he whom you curse is cursed.”

7TheeldersofMoaband theeldersofMidiandepartedwith the rewardsof
divination in their hand. They came to Balaam, and spoke to him the words
of Balak.

8He said to them, “Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again,
as the LORD shall speak to me.” The princes of Moab stayed with Balaam.

9God came to Balaam, and said, “Who are these menwith you?”
10Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has said to

me,
11 ‘Behold, the people that has come out of Egypt covers the surface of the

earth. Now, come curse them for me. Perhaps I shall be able to fight against
them, and shall drive them out.’ ”

12God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the
people, for they are blessed.”

13Balaam rose up in the morning, and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to
your land; for the LORD refuses to permit me to go with you.”

14The princes of Moab rose up, and theywent to Balak, and said, “Balaam
refuses to comewith us.”

15Balak again sent princes, more, andmore honorable than they.
16 They came to Balaam, and said to him, “Balak the son of Zippor says,

‘Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me,
17 for I will promote you to very great honor, and whatever you say to me

I will do. Please come therefore, and curse this people for me.’ ”
18 Balaam answered the servants of Balak, “If Balak would give me his

house full of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond theword of the LORDmyGod,
to do less or more.

19Now therefore please stay here tonight as well, that I may know what
else the LORDwill speak to me.”

20God came to Balaam at night, and said to him, “If the men have come to
call you, rise up, go with them; but only the word which I speak to you, that
you shall do.”

21Balaam rose up in themorning, and saddled his donkey, and went with
the princes of Moab.

22 God’s anger burned because he went; and the LORD’s angel placed
himself in the way as an adversary against him. Now he was riding on his
donkey, and his two servants were with him.

23 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel standing in the way, with his sword
drawn in his hand; and the donkey turned out of the path, andwent into the
field. Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the path.
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24Then the LORD’s angel stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, a
wall being on this side, and a wall on that side.

25Thedonkey saw theLORD’s angel, and she thrust herself to thewall, and
crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. He struck her again.

26TheLORD’sangelwent further, andstood inanarrowplace,where there
was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.

27 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel, and she lay down under Balaam.
Balaam’s anger burned, and he struck the donkey with his staff.

28 The LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam,
“What have I done to you, that you have struckme these three times?”

29Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have mockedme, I wish there
were a sword inmy hand, for now I would have killed you.”

30The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have
ridden all your life long until today? Was I ever in the habit of doing so to
you?”
He said, “No.”
31Then the LORDopened the eyes of Balaam, andhe saw the LORD’s angel

standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand; and he bowed his
head, and fell on his face.

32The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these
three times? Behold, I have come out as an adversary, because your way is
perverse before me.

33 The donkey saw me, and turned away before me these three times.
Unless she had turned away from me, surely now I would have killed you,
and saved her alive.”

34Balaam said to the LORD’s angel, “I have sinned; for I didn’t know that
you stood in theway againstme. Now therefore, if it displeases you, I will go
back again.”

35 The LORD’s angel said to Balaam, “Go with the men; but you shall only
speak the word that I shall speak to you.”
So Balaamwent with the princes of Balak.
36When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him to

the City ofMoab, which is on the border of the Arnon, which is in the utmost
part of the border.

37Balak said to Balaam, “Didn’t I earnestly send for you to summon you?
Whydidn’t you come tome? Am Inot able indeed to promote you to honor?”

38 Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you. Have I now any
power at all to speak anything? I will speak the word that God puts in my
mouth.”

39Balaamwent with Balak, and they came to Kiriath Huzoth.
40Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes

whowere with him.
41 In the morning, Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high

places of Baal; and he saw from there part of the people.

23
1Balaam said to Balak, “Build here seven altars for me, and prepare here

seven bulls and seven rams for me.”
2Balak did as Balaamhad spoken; and Balak andBalaamoffered on every

altar a bull and a ram.
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3 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your burnt offering, and I will go.
Perhaps the LORD will come to meet me. Whatever he shows me I will tell
you.”
Hewent to a bare height.
4God met Balaam, and he said to him, “I have prepared the seven altars,

and I have offered up a bull and a ram on every altar.”
5The LORDput aword in Balaam’smouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and

thus you shall speak.”
6He returned to him, and behold, he was standing by his burnt offering,

he, and all the princes of Moab.
7He took up his parable, and said,

“From Aram has Balak brought me,
the king of Moab from themountains of the East.

Come, curse Jacob for me.
Come, defy Israel.

8How shall I curse whomGod has not cursed?
How shall I defy whom the LORD has not defied?

9For from the top of the rocks I see him.
From the hills I see him.

Behold, it is a people that dwells alone,
and shall not be listed among the nations.

10Who can count the dust of Jacob,
or count the fourth part of Israel?

Let me die the death of the righteous!
Let my last end be like his!”

11 Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I took you to curse
my enemies, and behold, you have blessed them altogether.”

12 He answered and said, “Must I not take heed to speak that which the
LORD puts in mymouth?”

13 Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place, where you
may see them. You shall see just part of them, and shall not see them all.
Curse them from there for me.”

14He tookhim into thefield of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, andbuilt seven
altars, and offered up a bull and a ram on every altar.

15He said to Balak, “Stand here by your burnt offering, while I meet God
over there.”

16The LORDmet Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, “Return
to Balak, and say this.”

17 He came to him, and behold, he was standing by his burnt offering,
and the princes of Moab with him. Balak said to him, “What has the LORD
spoken?”

18He took up his parable, and said,
“Rise up, Balak, and hear!

Listen to me, you son of Zippor.
19God is not a man, that he should lie,

nor a son of man, that he should repent.
Has he said, and he won’t do it?

Or has he spoken, and he won’t make it good?
20Behold, I have received a command to bless.

He has blessed, and I can’t reverse it.
21He has not seen iniquity in Jacob.
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Neither has he seen perverseness in Israel.
The LORD his God is with him.

The shout of a king is among them.
22God brings them out of Egypt.

He has as it were the strength of the wild ox.
23 Surely there is no enchantment with Jacob;

neither is there any divination with Israel.
Now it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,

‘What has God done!’
24Behold, a people rises up as a lioness.

As a lion he lifts himself up.
He shall not lie down until he eats of the prey,

and drinks the blood of the slain.”
25Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.”
26But Balaamanswered Balak, “Didn’t I tell you, saying, ‘All that the LORD

speaks, that I must do’?”
27 Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, I will take you to another place;

perhaps it will please God that youmay curse them for me from there.”
28Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that looks down on the desert.
29Balaamsaid toBalak, “Build sevenaltars formehere, andprepare seven

bulls and seven rams for me here.”
30Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered up a bull and a ram on every

altar.

24
1 When Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he didn’t

go, as at the other times, to use divination, but he set his face toward the
wilderness.

2Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel dwelling according to their
tribes; and the Spirit of God came on him.

3He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
4he says, who hears the words of God,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling down, and having his eyes open:

5How goodly are your tents, Jacob,
and your dwellings, Israel!

6As valleys they are spread out,
as gardens by the riverside,
as aloes which the LORD has planted,
as cedar trees beside the waters.

7Water shall flow from his buckets.
His seed shall be inmanywaters.

His king shall be higher than Agag.
His kingdom shall be exalted.

8God brings him out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the wild ox.

He shall consume the nations his adversaries,
shall break their bones in pieces,
and pierce themwith his arrows.

9He couched, he lay down as a lion,
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as a lioness;
who shall rouse him up?

Everyone who blesses you is blessed.
Everyone who curses you is cursed.”

10Balak’s anger burned against Balaam, and he struck his hands together.
Balak said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my enemies, and, behold, you
have altogether blessed them these three times.

11 Therefore, flee to your place, now! I thought to promote you to great
honor; but, behold, the LORD has kept you back from honor.”

12Balaam said to Balak, “Didn’t I also tell yourmessengerswhomyou sent
to me, saying,

13 ‘If Balakwould givemehishouse full of silver andgold, I can’t gobeyond
theLORD’sword, todoeither goodorbad frommyownmind. Iwill saywhat
the LORD says’?

14Now, behold, I go tomypeople. Come, Iwill informyouwhat this people
shall do to your people in the latter days.”

15He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
16he says, who hears the words of God,
knows the knowledge of the Most High,
and who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling down, and having his eyes open:

17 I see him, but not now.
I see him, but not near.

A star will come out of Jacob.
A scepter will rise out of Israel,

and shall strike through the corners of Moab,
and crush all the sons of Sheth.

18Edom shall be a possession.
Seir, his enemy, also shall be a possession,
while Israel does valiantly.

19Out of Jacob shall one have dominion,
and shall destroy the remnant from the city.”

20He looked at Amalek, and took up his parable, and said,
“Amalek was the first of the nations,

but his latter end shall come to destruction.”
21He looked at the Kenite, and took up his parable, and said,

“Your dwelling place is strong.
Your nest is set in the rock.

22Nevertheless Kain shall be wasted,
until Asshur carries you away captive.”

23He took up his parable, and said,
“Alas, who shall live when God does this?

24But ships shall come from the coast of Kittim.
They shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber.

He also shall come to destruction.”
25Balaamroseup, andwent andreturned tohisplace; andBalakalsowent

his way.
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25
1 Israel stayed in Shittim; and the people began to play the prostitute with

the daughters of Moab;
2 for they called the people to the sacrifices of their gods. The people ate

and bowed down to their gods.
3 Israel joined himself to Baal Peor, and the LORD’s anger burned against

Israel.
4TheLORD said toMoses, “Take all the chiefs of the people, andhang them

up to the LORD before the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn
away from Israel.”

5Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Everyonekill hismenwhohave joined
themselves to Baal Peor.”

6Behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought to his brothers a
Midianite woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, while theywereweeping at the door of the Tent
of Meeting.

7When Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he
rose up from themiddle of the congregation, and took a spear in his hand.

8Hewent after theman of Israel into the pavilion, and thrust both of them
through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague
was stopped among the children of Israel.

9Those who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand.
10The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned

my wrath away from the children of Israel, in that he was jealous with my
jealousy among them, so that I didn’t consume the children of Israel in my
jealousy.

12Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to himmy covenant of peace.
13 It shall be to him, and to his offspring after him, the covenant of

an everlasting priesthood, because he was jealous for his God, and made
atonement for the children of Israel.’ ”

14Now the name of the man of Israel that was slain, who was slain with
theMidianitewoman,was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a fathers’house
among the Simeonites.

15 The name of the Midianite woman who was slain was Cozbi, the
daughter of Zur. He was head of the people of a fathers’ house inMidian.

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Harass theMidianites, and strike them;
18 for they harassed youwith their wiles, wherein they have deceived you

in the matter of Peor, and in the incident regarding Cozbi, the daughter of
the prince of Midian, their sister, who was slain on the day of the plague in
thematter of Peor.”

26
1After theplague, theLORDspoke toMosesand toEleazar the sonofAaron

the priest, saying,
2 “Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from

twenty years old and upward, by their fathers’ houses, all who are able to
go out to war in Israel.”

3Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by
the Jordan at Jericho, saying,
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4 “Take a census, from twenty years old and upward, as the LORD com-
mandedMoses and the children of Israel.”
These are those who came out of the land of Egypt.
5Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons of Reuben: ofHanoch, the family

of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the family of the Palluites;
6 of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the family of the

Carmites.
7These are the families of the Reubenites; and thosewhowere counted of

themwere forty-three thousand seven hundred thirty.
8The son of Pallu: Eliab.
9 The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. These are that Dathan

and Abiram who were called by the congregation, who rebelled against
Moses and against Aaron in the company of Korah when they rebelled
against the LORD;

10 and the earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them up together with
Korah when that company died; at the time the fire devoured two hundred
fifty men, and they became a sign.

11Notwithstanding, the sons of Korah didn’t die.
12 The sons of Simeon after their families: of Nemuel, the family of the

Nemuelites; of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the family of the
Jachinites;

13of Zerah, the family of theZerahites; of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.
14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty-two thousand two

hundred.
15 The sons of Gad after their families: of Zephon, the family of the

Zephonites; of Haggi, the family of the Haggites; of Shuni, the family of the
Shunites;

16of Ozni, the family of the Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites;
17of Arod, the family of the Arodites; of Areli, the family of the Arelites.
18 These are the families of the sons of Gad according to those who were

counted of them, forty thousand and five hundred.
19The sons of Judah: Er andOnan. Er andOnandied in the landof Canaan.
20The sons of Judah after their families were: of Shelah, the family of the

Shelanites; of Perez, the family of the Perezites; of Zerah, the family of the
Zerahites.

21 The sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of
Hamul, the family of the Hamulites.

22These are the families of Judah according to those whowere counted of
them, seventy-six thousand five hundred.

23 The sons of Issachar after their families: of Tola, the family of the
Tolaites; of Puvah, the family of the Punites;

24 of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites; of Shimron, the family of the
Shimronites.

25These are the families of Issachar according to those whowere counted
of them, sixty-four thousand three hundred.

26 The sons of Zebulun after their families: of Sered, the family of the
Seredites; of Elon, the family of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the family of the
Jahleelites.

27 These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those who were
counted of them, sixty thousand five hundred.
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28The sons of Joseph after their families: Manasseh and Ephraim.
29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites; and

Machir became the father of Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.
30Theseare the sonsofGilead: of Iezer, the familyof the Iezerites; ofHelek,

the family of the Helekites;
31 and Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; and Shechem, the family of the

Shechemites;
32 and Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; and Hepher, the family of

the Hepherites.
33 Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the

names of the daughters of Zelophehad wereMahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah.

34 These are the families of Manasseh. Those who were counted of them
were fifty-two thousand seven hundred.

35 These are the sons of Ephraim after their families: of Shuthelah, the
family of the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the family of the Becherites; of Tahan,
the family of the Tahanites.

36These are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites.
37 These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those who

were counted of them, thirty-two thousandfivehundred. These are the sons
of Joseph after their families.

38 The sons of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the family of the
Belaites; of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the family of the
Ahiramites;

39of Shephupham, the family of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family
of the Huphamites.

40 The sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: the family of the Ardites; and
of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.

41These are the sons of Benjamin after their families; and thosewhowere
counted of themwere forty-five thousand six hundred.

42These are the sons of Dan after their families: of Shuham, the family of
the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan after their families.

43All the families of the Shuhamites, according to thosewhowere counted
of them, were sixty-four thousand four hundred.

44 The sons of Asher after their families: of Imnah, the family of the
Imnites; of Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites; of Beriah, the family of the
Berites.

45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites; of Malchiel,
the family of the Malchielites.

46The name of the daughter of Asher was Serah.
47These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those whowere

counted of them, fifty-three thousand four hundred.
48 The sons of Naphtali after their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the

Jahzeelites; of Guni, the family of the Gunites;
49 of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites; of Shillem, the family of the

Shillemites.
50These are the families of Naphtali according to their families; and those

whowere counted of themwere forty-five thousand four hundred.
51These are thosewhowere counted of the children of Israel, six hundred

one thousand seven hundred thirty.
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52The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
53 “To these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the

number of names.
54 To the more you shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer you

shall give the less inheritance. To everyone according to those who were
counted of him shall his inheritance be given.

55 Notwithstanding, the land shall be divided by lot. According to the
names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.

56According to the lot shall their inheritance be dividedbetween themore
and the fewer.”

57 These are those who were counted of the Levites after their families:
of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the family of the
Kohathites; of Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of Levi: the family of the Libnites, the family of
the Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and
the family of the Korahites. Kohath became the father of Amram.

59ThenameofAmram’swifewas Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whowas
born to Levi in Egypt. She bore to Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam
their sister.

60To Aaron were born Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
61Nadab and Abihu died when they offered strange fire before the LORD.
62 Those who were counted of them were twenty-three thousand, every

male from a month old and upward; for they were not counted among the
children of Israel, because there was no inheritance given them among the
children of Israel.

63These are thosewhowere countedbyMoses andEleazar the priest, who
counted the children of Israel in the plains ofMoab by the Jordan at Jericho.

64 But among these there was not a man of them who were counted
by Moses and Aaron the priest, who counted the children of Israel in the
wilderness of Sinai.

65For the LORDhad said of them, “They shall surely die in thewilderness.”
There was not a man left of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the son of Nun.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead,

the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son
of Joseph came near. These are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 They stood before Moses, before Eleazar the priest, and before the
princes and all the congregation, at the door of the Tent of Meeting, saying,

3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He was not among the company of
those who gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company
of Korah, but he died in his own sin. He had no sons.

4Whyshould thenameofour fatherbe takenaway fromamonghis family,
because he had no son? Give to us a possession among the brothers of our
father.”

5Moses brought their cause before the LORD.
6The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
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7 “The daughters of Zelophehad speak right. You shall surely give them a
possession of an inheritance among their father’s brothers. You shall cause
the inheritance of their father to pass to them.

8You shall speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘If aman dies, and has no
son, then you shall cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter.

9 If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers.
10 If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s

brothers.
11 If his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his

kinsmanwho isnext tohimofhis family, andhe shall possess it. This shall be
a statute and ordinance for the children of Israel, as the LORD commanded
Moses.’ ”

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of Abarim, and see
the land which I have given to the children of Israel.

13 When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as
Aaron your brother was gathered;

14because in the strife of the congregation, you rebelled against my word
in thewilderness of Zin, to honormeas holy at thewaters before their eyes.”
(These are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.)

15Moses spoke to the LORD, saying,
16 “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the

congregation,
17who may go out before them, and who may come in before them, and

who may lead them out, and who may bring them in, that the congregation
of the LORDmay not be as sheep which have no shepherd.”

18The LORD said toMoses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, aman inwhom is
the Spirit, and lay your hand on him.

19 Set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and
commission him in their sight.

20You shall give authority to him, that all the congregation of the children
of Israel may obey.

21Heshall standbeforeEleazar thepriest,who shall inquire forhimby the
judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at
his word they shall come in, both he and all the children of Israel with him,
even all the congregation.”

22Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua, and set him
before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation.

23He laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the LORD spoke by
Moses.

28
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘See that you presentmy

offering, my food for my offerings made by fire, as a pleasant aroma to me,
in their due season.’

3You shall tell them, ‘This is the offeringmadebyfirewhich you shall offer
to the LORD: male lambs a year old without defect, two day by day, for a
continual burnt offering.

4You shall offer the one lamb in themorning, and you shall offer the other
lamb at evening,
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5with one tenth of an ephah* of fine flour for ameal offering, mixed with
the fourth part of a hin† of beaten oil.

6 It is a continual burnt offering which was ordained in Mount Sinai for a
pleasant aroma, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

7 Its drink offering shall be the fourth part of a hin‡ for each lamb. You
shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the LORD in the holy place.

8 The other lamb you shall offer at evening. As the meal offering of the
morning, and as its drink offering, you shall offer it, an offering made by
fire, for a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

9 “ ‘On the Sabbath day, you shall offer twomale lambs a year old without
defect, and two tenths of an ephah§ of fine flour for a meal offering mixed
with oil, and its drink offering:

10 this is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, in addition to the continual
burnt offering and its drink offering.

11 “ ‘In the beginnings of your months, you shall offer a burnt offering to
the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without
defect,

12 and three tenths of an ephah* of fine flour for a meal offering mixed
with oil, for each bull; and two tenth parts of fine flour for a meal offering
mixed with oil, for the one ram;

13 and one tenth part of fine flour mixed with oil for a meal offering to
every lamb, as a burnt offering of a pleasant aroma, an offering made by
fire to the LORD.

14Their drink offerings shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, the third part
of a hin for the ram, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb. This is the burnt
offering of everymonth throughout themonths of the year.

15 Also, one male goat for a sin offering to the LORD shall be offered in
addition to the continual burnt offering and its drink offering.

16 “ ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, is the LORD’s
Passover.

17 On the fifteenth day of this month shall be a feast. Unleavened bread
shall be eaten for seven days.

18 In thefirst day shall be aholy convocation. You shall dono regularwork,
19butyou shall offeranofferingmadebyfire, aburnt offering to theLORD:

two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old. They shall be
without defect,

20with their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil. You shall offer three
tenths for a bull, and two tenths for the ram.

21You shall offer one tenth for every lamb of the seven lambs;
22and onemale goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you.
23 You shall offer these in addition to the burnt offering of the morning,

which is for a continual burnt offering.
24 In this way you shall offer daily, for seven days, the food of the offering

made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD. It shall be offered in addition
to the continual burnt offering and its drink offering.
* 28:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 28:5 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons. ‡ 28:7 One hin is about 6.5 liters, so 1/4 hin is about 1.6 liters or 1.7 quarts. § 28:9 1
ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 28:12 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a
bushel
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25On the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no
regular work.

26 “ ‘Also in the day of the first fruits, when you offer a newmeal offering
to the LORD in your feast of weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You
shall do no regular work;

27 but you shall offer a burnt offering for a pleasant aroma to the LORD:
two young bulls, one ram, sevenmale lambs a year old;

28 and their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths for each
bull, two tenths for the one ram,

29one tenth for every lamb of the seven lambs;
30and onemale goat, to make atonement for you.
31Besides thecontinualburntofferingand itsmealoffering, youshall offer

them and their drink offerings. See that they are without defect.

29
1 “ ‘In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a

holy convocation; you shall do no regular work. It is a day of blowing of
trumpets to you.

2 You shall offer a burnt offering for a pleasant aroma to the LORD: one
young bull, one ram, sevenmale lambs a year old without defect;

3 and their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil: three tenths for the
bull, two tenths for the ram,

4and one tenth for every lamb of the seven lambs;
5and onemale goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you;
6 in addition to the burnt offering of the newmoon with its meal offering,

and the continual burnt offering with its meal offering, and their drink
offerings, according to their ordinance, for a pleasant aroma, an offering
made by fire to the LORD.

7 “ ‘On the tenth day of this seventhmonth you shall have a holy convoca-
tion. You shall afflict your souls. You shall do no kind of work;

8but you shall offer aburnt offering to theLORD for apleasant aroma: one
young bull, one ram, sevenmale lambs a year old, all without defect;

9 and their meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil: three tenths for the
bull, two tenths for the one ram,

10one tenth for every lamb of the seven lambs;
11 one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the sin offering of

atonement, and the continual burnt offering, and itsmeal offering, and their
drink offerings.

12 “ ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy
convocation. Youshalldonoregularwork. Youshall keepa feast to theLORD
seven days.

13 You shall offer a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to the LORD: thirteen young bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a
year old, all without defect;

14and theirmeal offering, fine flourmixedwith oil: three tenths for every
bull of the thirteen bulls, two tenths for each ram of the two rams,

15and one tenth for every lamb of the fourteen lambs;
16 and one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the continual burnt

offering, its meal offering, and its drink offering.
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17 “ ‘On the second day you shall offer twelve young bulls, two rams, and
fourteenmale lambs a year old without defect;

18 and their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance;

19 and one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the continual burnt
offering, with its meal offering and their drink offerings.

20 “ ‘On the third day: eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year
old without defect;

21 and their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance;

22 and one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the continual burnt
offering, and its meal offering, and its drink offering.

23 “ ‘On the fourth day ten bulls, two rams, fourteenmale lambs a year old
without defect;

24 their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance;

25 and one male goat for a sin offering; in addition to the continual burnt
offering, its meal offering, and its drink offering.

26 “ ‘On the fifth day: nine bulls, two rams, fourteenmale lambs a year old
without defect;

27 and their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance,

28 and one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the continual burnt
offering, and its meal offering, and its drink offering.

29 “ ‘On the sixth day: eight bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year
old without defect;

30 and their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance,

31 and one male goat for a sin offering; in addition to the continual burnt
offering, its meal offering, and the drink offerings of it.

32“ ‘On the seventhday: sevenbulls, two rams, fourteenmale lambsayear
old without defect;

33 and their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the ordinance,

34 and one male goat for a sin offering; in addition to the continual burnt
offering, its meal offering, and its drink offering.

35 “ ‘On the eighth day you shall have a solemn assembly. You shall do no
regular work;

36but you shall offer a burnt offering, an offeringmade by fire, a pleasant
aroma to the LORD: one bull, one ram, sevenmale lambs a year old without
defect;

37 their meal offering and their drink offerings for the bull, for the ram,
and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the ordinance,

38 and one male goat for a sin offering, in addition to the continual burnt
offering, with its meal offering, and its drink offering.

39 “ ‘You shall offer these to the LORD in your set feasts—in addition to
your vows and your free will offerings—for your burnt offerings, yourmeal
offerings, your drink offerings, and your peace offerings.’ ”
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40 Moses told the children of Israel according to all that the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

30
1Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, saying,

“This is the thing which the LORD has commanded.
2When aman vows a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind his soul

with a bond, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that
proceeds out of his mouth.

3 “Also, when a woman vows a vow to the LORD and binds herself by a
pledge, being in her father’s house, in her youth,

4 and her father hears her vow and her pledge with which she has bound
her soul, and her father says nothing to her, then all her vows shall stand,
and every pledge with which she has bound her soul shall stand.

5 But if her father forbids her in the day that he hears, none of her vows
or of her pledges with which she has bound her soul, shall stand. The LORD
will forgive her, because her father has forbidden her.

6 “If she has a husband, while her vows are on her, or the rash utterance of
her lips with which she has bound her soul,

7andherhusbandhears it, and says nothing to her in the day that hehears
it; then her vows shall stand, and her pledges withwhich she has bound her
soul shall stand.

8But if her husband forbids her in the day that he hears it, then hemakes
void her vowwhich is on her and the rash utterance of her lips, with which
she has bound her soul. The LORDwill forgive her.

9“But thevowofawidow, orofherwho isdivorced, everythingwithwhich
she has bound her soul shall stand against her.

10 “If she vowed in her husband’s house or bound her soul by a bondwith
an oath,

11and her husband heard it, and held his peace at her and didn’t disallow
her, then all her vows shall stand, and every pledge with which she bound
her soul shall stand.

12 But if her husband made them null and void in the day that he heard
them, then whatever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or
concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand. Her husband has made
them void. The LORDwill forgive her.

13Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may
establish it, or her husbandmaymake it void.

14 But if her husband says nothing to her from day to day, then he estab-
lishes all her vows or all her pledges which are on her. He has established
them, because he said nothing to her in the day that he heard them.

15But if hemakes themnull andvoidafterhehasheard them, thenhe shall
bear her iniquity.”

16 These are the statutes which the LORD commanded Moses, between a
man and his wife, between a father and his daughter, being in her youth, in
her father’s house.

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Avenge the children of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall be

gathered to your people.”
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3 Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from among you for
war, that they may go against Midian, to execute the LORD’s vengeance on
Midian.

4You shall send one thousand out of every tribe, throughout all the tribes
of Israel, to the war.”

5 So there were delivered, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from
every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.

6Moses sent them, one thousand of every tribe, to the war with Phinehas
the son of Eleazar the priest, to thewar,with the vessels of the sanctuary and
the trumpets for the alarm in his hand.

7They fought againstMidian, as the LORDcommandedMoses. They killed
everymale.

8 They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain: Evi, Rekem,
Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings ofMidian. They also killed Balaam the son
of Beor with the sword.

9The children of Israel took the women of Midian captive with their little
ones; and all their livestock, all their flocks, and all their goods, they took as
plunder.

10 All their cities in the places in which they lived, and all their encamp-
ments, they burned with fire.

11 They took all the captives, and all the plunder, both of man and of
animal.

12They brought the captives with the prey and the plunder, to Moses, and
to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the children of Israel, to the
camp at the plains of Moab, which are by the Jordan at Jericho.

13Moses and Eleazar the priest, with all the princes of the congregation,
went out to meet them outside of the camp.

14Moseswas angrywith the officers of the army, the captains of thousands
and the captains of hundreds, who came from the service of the war.

15Moses said to them, “Have you saved all the women alive?
16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of

Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and so
the plague was among the congregation of the LORD.

17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every
womanwho has knownman by lying with him.

18But all the girls, who have not knownman by lyingwith him, keep alive
for yourselves.

19 “Encamp outside of the camp for seven days. Whoever has killed any
person, and whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves on the third
day and on the seventh day, you and your captives.

20You shall purify every garment, andall that ismadeof skin, andallwork
of goats’ hair, and all things made of wood.”

21Eleazar the priest said to themen of warwhowent to the battle, “This is
the statute of the lawwhich the LORD has commandedMoses.

22However the gold, and the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the
lead,

23everything thatmaywithstand thefire, you shallmake to go through the
fire, and it shall be clean; nevertheless it shall be purifiedwith thewater for
impurity. All that doesn’twithstand thefire you shallmake to go through the
water.
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24You shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and you shall be clean.
Afterward you shall come into the camp.”

25The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Count the plunder that was taken, both of man and of animal, you,

and Eleazar the priest, and the heads of the fathers’ households of the
congregation;

27 and divide the plunder into two parts: between the men skilled in war,
who went out to battle, and all the congregation.

28Levy a tribute to the LORDof themenofwarwhowent out to battle: one
soul of five hundred; of the persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys, and of the
flocks.

29 Take it from their half, and give it to Eleazar the priest, for the LORD’s
wave offering.

30 Of the children of Israel’s half, you shall take one drawn out of every
fifty, of the persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of all the
livestock, and give them to the Levites, who perform the duty of the LORD’s
tabernacle.”

31Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commandedMoses.
32Now the plunder, over and above the booty which the men of war took,

was six hundred seventy-five thousand sheep,
33 seventy-two thousand head of cattle,
34 sixty-one thousand donkeys,
35 and thirty-two thousand persons in all, of the women who had not

knownman by lying with him.
36 The half, which was the portion of those who went out to war, was in

number three hundred thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep;
37and the LORD’s tribute of the sheep was six hundred seventy-five.
38 The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was

seventy-two.
39 The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred, of which the LORD’s

tribute was sixty-one.
40 The persons were sixteen thousand, of whom the LORD’s tribute was

thirty-two persons.
41Moses gave the tribute, whichwas the LORD’s wave offering, to Eleazar

the priest, as the LORD commandedMoses.
42Of the children of Israel’s half, which Moses divided off from the men

who fought
43 (now the congregation’s half was three hundred thirty-seven thousand

five hundred sheep,
44 thirty-six thousand head of cattle,
45 thirty thousand five hundred donkeys,
46and sixteen thousand persons),
47 even of the children of Israel’s half, Moses took one drawn out of

every fifty, both of man and of animal, and gave them to the Levites, who
performed the duty of the LORD’s tabernacle, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

48 The officers who were over the thousands of the army, the captains of
thousands, and the captains of hundreds, came near to Moses.

49They said toMoses, “Your servants have taken the sumof themenofwar
who are under our command, and there lacks not oneman of us.
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50 We have brought the LORD’s offering, what every man found: gold
ornaments, armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings, andnecklaces, tomake
atonement for our souls before the LORD.”

51Moses and Eleazar the priest took their gold, even all worked jewels.
52 All the gold of the wave offering that they offered up to the LORD, of

the captains of thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen
thousand seven hundred fifty shekels.*

53Themen of war had taken booty, everyman for himself.
54Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands

and of hundreds, and brought it into the Tent of Meeting for amemorial for
the children of Israel before the LORD.

32
1 Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great

multitude of livestock. They saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead.
Behold, the place was a place for livestock.

2 Then the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke
to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the princes of the congregation,
saying,

3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and
Beon,

4 the land which the LORD struck before the congregation of Israel, is a
land for livestock; and your servants have livestock.”

5They said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to
your servants for a possession. Don’t bring us over the Jordan.”

6Moses said to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, “Shall
your brothers go to war while you sit here?

7Whydoyoudiscourage theheart of the childrenof Israel fromgoingover
into the land which the LORD has given them?

8Your fathers did sowhen I sent them fromKadeshBarnea to see the land.
9 For when they went up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they

discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into
the land which the LORD had given them.

10The LORD’s anger burned in that day, and he swore, saying,
11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years

old and upward, shall see the land which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob; because they have not wholly followedme,

12 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of
Nun, because they have followed the LORD completely.’

13 The LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he made them wander
back and forth in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation who
had done evil in the LORD’s sight was consumed.

14 “Behold, you have risen up in your fathers’ place, an increase of sinful
men, to increase the fierce anger of the LORD toward Israel.

15For if you turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the
wilderness; and you will destroy all these people.”

16They came near to him, and said, “Wewill build sheepfolds here for our
livestock, and cities for our little ones;
* 31:52 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 16,750 shekels is about 167.5 kilograms
or about 368.5 pounds.
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17butwe ourselveswill be ready armed to go before the children of Israel,
until we have brought them to their place. Our little ones shall dwell in the
fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land.

18 We will not return to our houses until the children of Israel have all
received their inheritance.

19 For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and
beyond, because our inheritance has come to us on this side of the Jordan
eastward.”

20Moses said to them: “If youwill do this thing, if youwill arm yourselves
to go before the LORD to the war,

21 and every one of your armed men will pass over the Jordan before the
LORD until he has driven out his enemies from before him,

22 and the land is subdued before the LORD; then afterward you shall
return, and be clear of obligation to the LORD and to Israel. Then this land
shall be your possession before the LORD.

23“But if youwill not do so, behold, youhave sinnedagainst theLORD; and
be sure your sin will find you out.

24 Build cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that
which has proceeded out of yourmouth.”

25The children of Gad and the children of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying,
“Your servants will do as my lord commands.

26Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our livestock shall be there
in the cities of Gilead;

27butyour servantswill passover, everymanwho is armed forwar, before
the LORD to battle, as my lord says.”

28 So Moses commanded concerning them to Eleazar the priest, and to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’ households of the
tribes of the children of Israel.

29Moses said to them, “If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben
will pass with you over the Jordan, everymanwho is armed to battle before
the LORD, and the land is subdued before you, then you shall give them the
land of Gilead for a possession;

30but if theywillnotpassoverwithyouarmed, theyshallhavepossessions
among you in the land of Canaan.”

31 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, “As
the LORD has said to your servants, so will we do.

32Wewill pass over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, and
the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us beyond the Jordan.”

33Moses gave to them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of
Reuben, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of
Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan; the land,
according to its cities and borders, even the cities of the surrounding land.

34The children of Gad built Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer,
35Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah,
36Beth Nimrah, and Beth Haran: fortified cities and folds for sheep.
37The children of Reuben built Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim,
38Nebo, and Baal Meon, (their names being changed), and Sibmah. They

gave other names to the cities which they built.
39The children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, took it, and

dispossessed the Amorites whowere therein.
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40Moses gave Gilead toMachir the son ofManasseh; and he lived therein.
41 Jair the son of Manasseh went and took its villages, and called them

Havvoth Jair.
42Nobah went and took Kenath and its villages, and called it Nobah, after

his own name.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, when they went out of

the land of Egypt by their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron.
2Moses wrote the starting points of their journeys by the commandment

of the LORD. These are their journeys according to their starting points.
3They traveled fromRameses in thefirstmonth, on thefifteenthdayof the

firstmonth; on thenextdayafter thePassover, the childrenof Israelwentout
with a high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians,

4while theEgyptianswereburyingall theirfirstborn,whomtheLORDhad
struck among them. The LORD also executed judgments on their gods.

5The children of Israel traveled fromRameses, and encamped in Succoth.
6 They traveled from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, which is in the

edge of the wilderness.
7 They traveled from Etham, and turned back to Pihahiroth, which is

before Baal Zephon, and they encamped before Migdol.
8They traveled from before Hahiroth, and crossed through the middle of

the sea into thewilderness. Theywent three days’ journey in thewilderness
of Etham, and encamped inMarah.

9They traveled fromMarah, and came to Elim. In Elim, therewere twelve
springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they encamped there.

10They traveled from Elim, and encamped by the Red Sea.
11They traveled from the Red Sea, and encamped in thewilderness of Sin.
12They traveled from the wilderness of Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.
13They traveled from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.
14They traveled fromAlush, and encamped inRephidim,where therewas

no water for the people to drink.
15They traveled fromRephidim, and encamped in thewilderness of Sinai.
16 They traveled from the wilderness of Sinai, and encamped in Kibroth

Hattaavah.
17They traveled from Kibroth Hattaavah, and encamped in Hazeroth.
18They traveled fromHazeroth, and encamped in Rithmah.
19They traveled from Rithmah, and encamped in Rimmon Perez.
20They traveled from Rimmon Perez, and encamped in Libnah.
21They traveled from Libnah, and encamped in Rissah.
22They traveled from Rissah, and encamped in Kehelathah.
23They traveled from Kehelathah, and encamped inMount Shepher.
24They traveled fromMount Shepher, and encamped in Haradah.
25They traveled fromHaradah, and encamped inMakheloth.
26They traveled fromMakheloth, and encamped in Tahath.
27They traveled from Tahath, and encamped in Terah.
28They traveled from Terah, and encamped inMithkah.
29They traveled fromMithkah, and encamped in Hashmonah.
30They traveled fromHashmonah, and encamped inMoseroth.



Numbers 33:31 234 Numbers 34:1

31They traveled fromMoseroth, and encamped in Bene Jaakan.
32They traveled from Bene Jaakan, and encamped in Hor Haggidgad.
33They traveled fromHor Haggidgad, and encamped in Jotbathah.
34They traveled from Jotbathah, and encamped in Abronah.
35They traveled from Abronah, and encamped in Ezion Geber.
36 They traveled from Ezion Geber, and encamped at Kadesh in the

wilderness of Zin.
37They traveled fromKadesh, and encamped inMount Hor, in the edge of

the land of Edom.
38 Aaron the priest went up into Mount Hor at the commandment of the

LORD and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel had
comeoutof the landofEgypt, in thefifthmonth, on thefirstdayof themonth.

39Aaronwas one hundred twenty-three years old when he died inMount
Hor.

40TheCanaanitekingofArad,who lived in theSouth in the landofCanaan,
heard of the coming of the children of Israel.

41They traveled fromMount Hor, and encamped in Zalmonah.
42They traveled from Zalmonah, and encamped in Punon.
43They traveled from Punon, and encamped in Oboth.
44 They traveled from Oboth, and encamped in Iye Abarim, in the border

of Moab.
45They traveled from Iyim, and encamped in Dibon Gad.
46They traveled from Dibon Gad, and encamped in Almon Diblathaim.
47They traveled fromAlmonDiblathaim, and encamped in themountains

of Abarim, before Nebo.
48 They traveled from the mountains of Abarim, and encamped in the

plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
49Theyencampedby the Jordan, fromBeth Jeshimotheven toAbel Shittim

in the plains of Moab.
50The LORD spoke toMoses in the plains ofMoab by the Jordan at Jericho,

saying,
51 Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, “When you pass over the

Jordan into the land of Canaan,
52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you,

destroy all their stone idols, destroy all their molten images, and demolish
all their high places.

53You shall take possession of the land, and dwell therein; for I have given
the land to you to possess it.

54You shall inherit the land by lot according to your families; to the larger
groups you shall give a larger inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give
a smaller inheritance. Wherever the lot falls to any man, that shall be his.
You shall inherit according to the tribes of your fathers.

55 “But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you,
then those you let remain of themwill be like pricks in your eyes and thorns
in your sides. They will harass you in the land in which you dwell.

56 It shall happen that as I thought to do to them, so I will do to you.”

34
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
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2 “Command the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘Whenyou come into the
land of Canaan (this is the land that shall fall to you for an inheritance, even
the land of Canaan according to its borders),

3 then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the
side of Edom, and your south border shall be from the end of the Salt Sea
eastward.

4Your border shall turn about southward of the ascent of Akrabbim, and
pass along to Zin; and it shall pass southward of Kadesh Barnea; and it shall
go from there to Hazar Addar, and pass along to Azmon.

5 The border shall turn about from Azmon to the brook of Egypt, and it
shall end at the sea.

6“ ‘For thewesternborder, you shall have the great sea and its border. This
shall be your west border.

7 “ ‘This shall be your north border: from the great sea you shall mark out
for yourselves Mount Hor.

8FromMount Hor you shall mark out to the entrance of Hamath; and the
border shall pass by Zedad.

9Then the border shall go to Ziphron, and it shall end at Hazar Enan. This
shall be your north border.

10 “ ‘You shall mark out your east border fromHazar Enan to Shepham.
11 The border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side

of Ain. The border shall go down, and shall reach to the side of the sea of
Chinnereth eastward.

12 The border shall go down to the Jordan, and end at the Salt Sea. This
shall be your land according to its borders around it.’ ”

13Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, “This is the landwhich
you shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has commanded to give to the nine
tribes, and to the half-tribe;

14 for the tribe of the childrenof Reubenaccording to their fathers’houses,
the tribe of the children of Gad according to their fathers’ houses, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance.

15The two tribesand thehalf-tribehave received their inheritancebeyond
the Jordan at Jericho eastward, toward the sunrise.”

16The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “These are the names of the men who shall divide the land to you for

inheritance: Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.
18 You shall take one prince of every tribe, to divide the land for inheri-

tance.
19 These are the names of the men: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of

Jephunneh.
20Of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud.
21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon.
22Of the tribe of the children of Dan a prince, Bukki the son of Jogli.
23 Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe of the children of Manasseh a

prince, Hanniel the son of Ephod.
24 Of the tribe of the children of Ephraim a prince, Kemuel the son of

Shiphtan.
25 Of the tribe of the children of Zebulun a prince, Elizaphan the son of

Parnach.
26Of the tribe of the children of Issachar a prince, Paltiel the son of Azzan.
27Of the tribe of the children of Asher a prince, Ahihud the son of Shelomi.
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28 Of the tribe of the children of Naphtali a prince, Pedahel the son of
Ammihud.”

29 These are they whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance
to the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.

35
1The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho,

saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel to give to the Levites cities to dwell in

out of their inheritance. You shall give pasture lands for the cities around
them to the Levites.

3 They shall have the cities to dwell in. Their pasture lands shall be for
their livestock, and for their possessions, and for all their animals.

4 “The pasture lands of the cities, which you shall give to the Levites, shall
be from the wall of the city and outward one thousand cubits* around it.

5 You shall measure outside of the city for the east side two thousand
cubits, and for the south side two thousand cubits, and for thewest side two
thousand cubits, and for the north side two thousand cubits, the city being
in themiddle. This shall be the pasture lands of their cities.

6 “The cities which you shall give to the Levites, they shall be the six cities
of refuge, which you shall give for the man slayer to flee to. Besides them
you shall give forty-two cities.

7All the cities which you shall give to the Levites shall be forty-eight cities
together with their pasture lands.

8 Concerning the cities which you shall give of the possession of the
children of Israel, from themany you shall takemany, and from the few you
shall take few. Everyone according tohis inheritancewhichhe inherits shall
give some of his cities to the Levites.”

9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them, ‘When you pass over the

Jordan into the land of Canaan,
11 then you shall appoint for yourselves cities to be cities of refuge for you,

that theman slayer who kills any person unwittingly may flee there.
12The cities shall be for your refuge from the avenger, that theman slayer

not die until he stands before the congregation for judgment.
13The cities which you shall give shall be for you six cities of refuge.
14 You shall give three cities beyond the Jordan, and you shall give three

cities in the land of Canaan. They shall be cities of refuge.
15These six cities shall be refuge for the children of Israel, for the stranger,

and for the foreigner living among them, that everyonewhokills anyperson
unwittingly may flee there.

16 “ ‘But if he struck himwith an instrument of iron, so that he died, he is a
murderer. Themurderer shall surely be put to death.

17 If he struck himwith a stone in the hand, by which a manmay die, and
he died, he is a murderer. Themurderer shall surely be put to death.

18Or if he struck himwith aweapon of wood in the hand, bywhich aman
may die, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall surely be put to
death.
* 35:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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19The avenger of blood shall himself put themurderer to death. When he
meets him, he shall put him to death.

20 If he shoved him out of hatred, or hurled something at him while lying
in wait, so that he died,

21 or in hostility struck him with his hand, so that he died, he who struck
himshall surelybeput todeath. He is amurderer. Theavengerofblood shall
put themurderer to death when hemeets him.

22 “ ‘But if he shoved him suddenly without hostility, or hurled on him
anything without lying in wait,

23 or with any stone, by which a man may die, not seeing him, and cast it
on him so that he died, and he was not his enemy and not seeking his harm,

24 then the congregation shall judge between the striker and the avenger
of blood according to these ordinances.

25 The congregation shall deliver the man slayer out of the hand of the
avenger of blood, and the congregation shall restorehim tohis city of refuge,
where he had fled. He shall dwell therein until the death of the high priest,
who was anointed with the holy oil.

26 “ ‘But if theman slayer shall at any time go beyond the border of his city
of refuge where he flees,

27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside of the border of his city of
refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the man slayer, he shall not be guilty
of blood,

28because he should have remained in his city of refuge until the death of
the high priest. But after the death of the high priest, the man slayer shall
return into the land of his possession.

29 “ ‘These things shall be for a statute and ordinance to you throughout
your generations in all your dwellings.

30 “ ‘Whoever kills any person, the murderer shall be slain based on the
testimony of witnesses; but one witness shall not testify alone against any
person so that he dies.

31 “ ‘Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is
guilty of death. He shall surely be put to death.

32“ ‘You shall takeno ransomforhimwhohasfled tohis city of refuge, that
hemay come again to dwell in the land before the death of the priest.

33 “ ‘So you shall not pollute the landwhere you live; for blood pollutes the
land. No atonement can bemade for the land for the blood that is shed in it,
but by the blood of himwho shed it.

34You shall not defile the land which you inhabit, where I dwell; for I, the
LORD, dwell among the children of Israel.’ ”

36
1 The heads of the fathers’ households of the family of the children of

Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons
of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before the princes, the
heads of the fathers’ households of the children of Israel.

2 They said, “The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for inheri-
tance by lot to the children of Israel. My lord was commanded by the LORD
to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters.

3 If they aremarried to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of
Israel, then their inheritancewill be taken away from the inheritance of our
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fathers, and will be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they shall
belong. So it will be taken away from the lot of our inheritance.

4When the jubilee of the children of Israel comes, then their inheritance
will be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they shall belong. So
their inheritancewill be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our
fathers.”

5Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the LORD’s word,
saying, “The tribe of the sons of Joseph speak what is right.

6 This is the thing which the LORD commands concerning the daughters
of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them be married to whom they think best, only
they shall marry into the family of the tribe of their father.

7So shall no inheritance of the children of Israel move from tribe to tribe;
for the children of Israel shall all keep the inheritance of the tribe of his
fathers.

8Every daughterwhopossesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children
of Israel shall be wife to one of the family of the tribe of her father, that the
children of Israel may each possess the inheritance of his fathers.

9 So shall no inheritance move from one tribe to another tribe; for the
tribes of the children of Israel shall each keep his own inheritance.’ ”

10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the LORD commandedMoses:
11 forMahlah, Tirzah,Hoglah,Milcah, andNoah, thedaughtersof Zelophe-

had, weremarried to their father’s brothers’ sons.
12They were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of

Joseph. Their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father.
13 These are the commandments and the ordinances which the LORD

commanded by Moses to the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by the
Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1These are thewordswhichMoses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in
the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suf, between Paran, Tophel, Laban,
Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

2 It is eleven days’ journey fromHoreb by theway ofMount Seir to Kadesh
Barnea.

3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventhmonth, on the first day of the month,
Moses spoke to the children of Israel according to all that the LORD* had
given him in commandment to them,

4after he had struck Sihon the king of the Amoriteswho lived inHeshbon,
and Og the king of Bashanwho lived in Ashtaroth, at Edrei.

5Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses began to declare this law,
saying,

6 “The LORD our God† spoke to us in Horeb, saying, ‘You have lived long
enough at this mountain.

7 Turn, and take your journey, and go to the hill country of the Amorites
and to all the places near there: in the Arabah, in the hill country, in the
lowland, in the South, by the seashore, in the land of the Canaanites, and in
Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates.

8Behold,‡ I have set the land before you. Go in and possess the landwhich
the LORD swore to your fathers—to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob—to give
to them and to their offspring§ after them.’ ”

9 I spoke to youat that time, saying, “I amnot able tobear youmyself alone.
10TheLORDyourGodhasmultiplied you, andbehold, youare today as the

stars of the sky for multitude.
11May the LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand times as

many as you are and bless you, as he has promised you!
12How can I myself alone bear your problems, your burdens, and your

strife?
13Take wisemen of understanding who are respected among your tribes,

and I will make them heads over you.”
14You answered me, and said, “The thing which you have spoken is good

to do.”
15 So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and respected men, and made

themheads over you, captains of thousands, captains of hundreds, captains
of fifties, captains of tens, and officers, according to your tribes.

16 I commanded your judges at that time, saying, “Hear cases between
your brothers and judge righteously between a man and his brother, and
the foreigner who is living with him.

17You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small and
the great alike. You shall not be afraid of the face ofman, for the judgment is
* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:8 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection. § 1:8 or, seed
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God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring tome, and Iwill hear
it.”

18 I commanded you at that time all the things which you should do.
19We traveled from Horeb and went through all that great and terrible

wilderness which you saw, by theway to the hill country of the Amorites, as
the LORD our God commanded us; and we came to Kadesh Barnea.

20 I said to you, “You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which
the LORD our God gives to us.

21 Behold, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take
possession, as the LORD the God of your fathers has spoken to you. Don’t
be afraid, neither be dismayed.”

22You came near tome, everyone of you, and said, “Let’s sendmen before
us, that they may search the land for us, and bring back to us word of the
way by which wemust go up, and the cities to which we shall come.”

23The thing pleasedmewell. I took twelve of yourmen, oneman for every
tribe.

24They turned andwent up into the hill country, and came to the valley of
Eshcol, and spied it out.

25 They took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it
down to us, and brought us word again, and said, “It is a good land which
the LORD our God gives to us.”

26 Yet you wouldn’t go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the
LORD your God.

27Youmurmured in your tents, and said, “Because the LORD hated us, he
has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites to destroy us.

28Wherearewegoingup? Ourbrothershavemadeourheartmelt, saying,
‘The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified
up to the sky. Moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there!’ ”

29Then I said to you, “Don’t be terrified. Don’t be afraid of them.
30 The LORD your God, who goes before you, he will fight for you,

according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes,
31and in thewildernesswhere youhave seenhow that theLORDyourGod

carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went, until you
came to this place.”

32Yet in this thing you didn’t believe the LORD your God,
33whowent before youon theway, to seek out a place for you to pitch your

tents in: in fire by night, to show you by what way you should go, and in the
cloud by day.

34 The LORD heard the voice of your words and was angry, and swore,
saying,

35 “Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see the good
land which I swore to give to your fathers,

36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it. I will give the land
that he has trodden on to him and to his children, because he has wholly
followed the LORD.”

37Also the LORDwas angrywithme for your sakes, saying, “You also shall
not go in there.

38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, shall go in there.
Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.
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39Moreover your little ones, whom you said would be captured or killed,
your children, who today have no knowledge of good or evil, shall go in
there. I will give it to them, and they shall possess it.

40 But as for you, turn, and take your journey into the wilderness by the
way to the Red Sea.”

41Then you answered and said to me, “We have sinned against the LORD.
Wewill go up and fight, according to all that the LORD our God commanded
us.” Every man of you put on his weapons of war, and presumed to go up
into the hill country.

42 The LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Don’t go up and don’t fight; for I am
not among you, lest you be struck before your enemies.’ ”

43 So I spoke to you, and you didn’t listen; but you rebelled against the
commandment of the LORD, and were presumptuous, and went up into the
hill country.

44 The Amorites, who lived in that hill country, came out against you and
chased you as bees do, and beat you down in Seir, even to Hormah.

45 You returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD didn’t listen to
your voice, nor turn his ear to you.

46 So you stayed in Kadesh many days, according to the days that you
remained.

2
1Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way to

the Red Sea, as the LORD spoke to me; and we encircled Mount Seir many
days.

2The LORD spoke to me, saying,
3 “You have encircled this mountain long enough. Turn northward.
4Command the people, saying, ‘You are to pass through the border of your

brothers, the children of Esau, who dwell in Seir; and they will be afraid of
you. Therefore be careful.

5Don’t contendwith them; for I will not give you any of their land, no, not
so much as for the sole of the foot to tread on, because I have given Mount
Seir to Esau for a possession.

6Youshall purchase food fromthemformoney, that youmayeat. You shall
also buy water from them for money, that youmay drink.’ ”

7For the LORD your God has blessed you in all thework of your hands. He
has known your walking through this great wilderness. These forty years,
the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing.

8 So we passed by from our brothers, the children of Esau, who dwell in
Seir, from the way of the Arabah from Elath and from Ezion Geber. We
turned and passed by the way of the wilderness of Moab.

9The LORD said to me, “Don’t bother Moab, neither contend with them in
battle; for I will not give you any of his land for a possession, because I have
given Ar to the children of Lot for a possession.”

10 (The Emim lived there before, a great and numerous people, and tall as
the Anakim.

11 These also are considered to be Rephaim, as the Anakim; but the
Moabites call them Emim.

12 The Horites also lived in Seir in the past, but the children of Esau
succeeded them. They destroyed them from before them, and lived in their
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place, as Israel did to the land of his possession, which the LORD gave to
them.)

13 “Now rise up and cross over the brook Zered.” Wewent over the brook
Zered.

14Thedays inwhichwecame fromKadeshBarneauntilwehad comeover
the brook Zered were thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the men
of war were consumed from the middle of the camp, as the LORD swore to
them.

15Moreover the LORD’s hand was against them, to destroy them from the
middle of the camp, until they were consumed.

16 So, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the
people,

17 the LORD spoke to me, saying,
18 “You are to pass over Ar, the border of Moab, today.
19Whenyou comenear the border of the children ofAmmon, don’t bother

them, nor contend with them; for I will not give you any of the land of the
children of Ammon for a possession, because I have given it to the children
of Lot for a possession.”

20 (That also is considered a land of Rephaim. Rephaim lived there in the
past, but the Ammonites call them Zamzummim,

21 a great people, many, and tall, as the Anakim; but the LORD destroyed
them from before Israel, and they succeeded them, and lived in their place,

22 as he did for the children of Esau who dwell in Seir, when he destroyed
the Horites from before them; and they succeeded them, and lived in their
place even to this day.

23Then theAvvim,who lived invillages as far asGaza: theCaphtorim,who
came out of Caphtor, destroyed them and lived in their place.)

24 “Rise up, take your journey, and pass over the valley of the Arnon.
Behold, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon,
and his land; begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle.

25 Today I will begin to put the dread of you and the fear of you on the
peoples who are under the whole sky, who shall hear the report of you, and
shall tremble and be in anguish because of you.”

26 I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of
Heshbonwith words of peace, saying,

27 “Let me pass through your land. I will go along by the highway. I will
turn neither to the right hand nor to the left.

28You shall sell me food for money, that I may eat; and give me water for
money, that I may drink. Just let me pass through onmy feet,

29as the children of Esauwho dwell in Seir, and theMoabiteswho dwell in
Ar, did to me, until I pass over the Jordan into the land which the LORD our
God gives us.”

30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him, for the LORD
your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might
deliver him into your hand, as it is today.

31The LORD said to me, “Behold, I have begun to deliver up Sihon and his
land before you. Begin to possess, that youmay inherit his land.”

32Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Jahaz.
33 The LORD our God delivered him up before us; and we struck him, his

sons, and all his people.
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34We took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed every inhabited
city, with the women and the little ones. We left no one remaining.

35Only the livestock we took for plunder for ourselves, with the plunder
of the cities which we had taken.

36FromAroer, which is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the city
that is in the valley, even to Gilead, there was not a city too high for us. The
LORD our God delivered up all before us.

37Only to the land of the children of Ammon you didn’t come near: all the
banks of the river Jabbok, and the cities of thehill country, andwherever the
LORD our God forbade us.

3
1Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan. Og the king of Bashan

came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.
2 The LORD said to me, “Don’t fear him; for I have delivered him, with all

his people and his land, into your hand. You shall do to him as you did to
Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

3So the LORDourGod also delivered into our handOg, the king of Bashan,
and all his people. We struck him until no one was left to him remaining.

4We took all his cities at that time. There was not a city which we didn’t
take from them: sixty cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in
Bashan.

5All thesewere cities fortifiedwith highwalls, gates, and bars, in addition
to a great many villages without walls.

6We utterly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly
destroying every inhabited city, with the women and the little ones.

7But all the livestock, and the plunder of the cities, we took for plunder for
ourselves.

8 We took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to
Mount Hermon.

9 (The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites call it Senir.)
10 We took all the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, to

Salecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
11 (For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of the Rephaim.

Behold, his bedsteadwasabedsteadof iron. Isn’t it inRabbahof the children
of Ammon? Nine cubits* was its length, and four cubits its width, after the
cubit of a man.)

12This landwe took in possession at that time: fromAroer, which is by the
valley of the Arnon, and half the hill country of Gilead with its cities, I gave
to the Reubenites and to the Gadites;

13 and the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to the
half-tribe of Manasseh—all the region of Argob, even all Bashan. (The same
is called the land of Rephaim.

14 Jair the son of Manasseh took all the region of Argob, to the border of
the Geshurites and theMaacathites, and called them, even Bashan, after his
own name, Havvoth Jair, to this day.)

15 I gave Gilead to Machir.

* 3:11 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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16To theReubenitesand to theGadites I gave fromGileadeven to thevalley
of theArnon, themiddleof thevalley, and itsborder, even to theriver Jabbok,
which is the border of the children of Ammon;

17 the Arabah also, and the Jordan and its border, fromChinnereth even to
the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes of Pisgah eastward.

18 I commanded you at that time, saying, “The LORD your God has given
you this land to possess it. All of you men of valor shall pass over armed
before your brothers, the children of Israel.

19But yourwives, andyour little ones, andyour livestock, (I know that you
havemuch livestock), shall live in your cities which I have given you,

20 until the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and they also
possess the land which the LORD your God gives them beyond the Jordan.
Then you shall each return to his own possession, which I have given you.”

21 I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, “Your eyes have seen all that
the LORD your God has done to these two kings. So shall the LORD do to all
the kingdoms where you go over.

22You shall not fear them; for the LORD your God himself fights for you.”
23 I begged GOD at that time, saying,
24 “Lord† GOD, you have begun to show your servant your greatness, and

your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or in earth that can do
works like yours, andmighty acts like yours?

25 Please let me go over and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan,
that finemountain, and Lebanon.”

26But the LORDwas angrywithmebecause of you, and didn’t listen tome.
The LORD said to me, “That is enough! Speak nomore to me of this matter.

27 Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up your eyes westward, and
northward, and southward, and eastward, and see with your eyes; for you
shall not go over this Jordan.

28But commission Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him; for he
shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land
which you shall see.”

29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth Peor.

4
1Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and to the ordinanceswhich I teach you,

to do them, that youmay live andgo in andpossess the landwhich theLORD,
the God of your fathers, gives you.

2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, neither shall you
take away from it, that youmay keep the commandments of the LORD your
Godwhich I command you.

3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baal Peor; for the
LORD your God has destroyed all the men who followed Baal Peor from
among you.

4But you whowere faithful to the LORD your God are all alive today.
5Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, even as the LORDmy

God commanded me, that you should do so in the middle of the land where
you go in to possess it.

† 3:24 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your under-
standing in the sight of the peoples who shall hear all these statutes and say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.”

7Forwhat great nation is there that has a god so near to them as the LORD
our God is whenever we call on him?

8What great nation is there that has statutes and ordinances so righteous
as all this lawwhich I set before you today?

9Only be careful, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things
which your eyes saw, and lest they depart from your heart all the days
of your life; but make them known to your children and your children’s
children—

10 the day that you stood before the LORD your God in Horeb, when the
LORD said tome, “Assemble the people tome, and Iwill make themhearmy
words, that theymay learn to fearme all the days that they live on the earth,
and that theymay teach their children.”

11 You came near and stood under the mountain. The mountain burned
with fire to the heart of the sky, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness.

12The LORD spoke to you out of themiddle of the fire: you heard the voice
of words, but you saw no form; you only heard a voice.

13He declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform,
even the ten commandments. He wrote them on two stone tablets.

14 The LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and
ordinances, that youmight do them in the landwhere you go over to possess
it.

15 Be very careful, for you saw no kind of form on the day that the LORD
spoke to you in Horeb out of themiddle of the fire,

16 lest you corrupt yourselves, and make yourself a carved image in the
form of any figure, the likeness of male or female,

17 the likeness of anyanimal that is on the earth, the likeness of anywinged
bird that flies in the sky,

18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any
fish that is in the water under the earth;

19 and lest you lift up your eyes to the sky, and when you see the sun and
the moon and the stars, even all the army of the sky, you are drawn away
and worship them, and serve them, which the LORD your God has allotted
to all the peoples under the whole sky.

20 But the LORD has taken you, and brought you out of the iron furnace,
out of Egypt, to be to him a people of inheritance, as it is today.

21 Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and swore
that I should not go over the Jordan, and that I should not go in to that good
land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance;

22 but I must die in this land. I must not go over the Jordan, but you shall
go over and possess that good land.

23Be careful, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he
madewith you, andmake yourselves a carved image in the formof anything
which the LORD your God has forbidden you.

24For the LORD your God is a devouring fire, a jealous God.
25When you father children and children’s children, and you have been

long in the land, and then corrupt yourselves, and make a carved image in
the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the LORD your God’s sight
to provoke him to anger,
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26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon
utterly perish from off the land which you go over the Jordan to possess it.
You will not prolong your days on it, but will utterly be destroyed.

27 The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few
in number among the nations where the LORDwill lead you away.

28 There you will serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone,
which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29But from there you shall seek the LORD your God, and youwill find him
when you search after himwith all your heart and with all your soul.

30When you are in oppression, and all these things have come on you, in
the latter days you shall return to the LORD your God and listen to his voice.

31For theLORDyourGod is amercifulGod. Hewill not fail younordestroy
you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which he swore to them.

32 For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the
day that God created man on the earth, and from the one end of the sky to
the other, whether there has been anything as great as this thing is, or has
been heard like it?

33Did a people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of themiddle of the
fire, as you have heard, and live?

34OrhasGod tried to go and take anation for himself fromamonganother
nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty hand, by an
outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your
God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?

35 It was shown to you so that youmight know that the LORD is God. There
is no one else besides him.

36Out of heaven hemade you to hear his voice, that hemight instruct you.
On earth he made you to see his great fire; and you heard his words out of
themiddle of the fire.

37Because he loved your fathers, therefore he chose their offspring after
them, and brought you out with his presence, with his great power, out of
Egypt;

38 to drive out nations from before you greater and mightier than you, to
bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today.

39Know therefore today, and take it to heart, that the LORD himself is God
in heaven above and on the earth beneath. There is no one else.

40 You shall keep his statutes and his commandments which I command
you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you,
and that you may prolong your days in the land which the LORD your God
gives you for all time.

41ThenMoses set apart three cities beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise,
42 that theman slayermight flee there,whokills his neighborunintention-

ally and didn’t hate him in time past, and that fleeing to one of these cities he
might live:

43 Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, for the Reubenites; and
Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for theManassites.

44This is the lawwhichMoses set before the children of Israel.
45 These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the ordinances which

Moses spoke to the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt,
46beyond the Jordan, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon

king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon, whomMoses and the children
of Israel struck when they came out of Egypt.
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47They took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, the
two kings of the Amorites, whowere beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise;

48 from Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, even to
Mount Zion (also called Hermon),

49 and all the Arabah beyond the Jordan eastward, even to the sea of the
Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1Moses called to all Israel, and said to them, “Hear, Israel, the statutes and

the ordinances which I speak in your ears today, that you may learn them,
and observe to do them.”

2The LORD our Godmade a covenant with us in Horeb.
3The LORD didn’t make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even

us, who are all of us here alive today.
4The LORD spokewith you face to face on themountain out of themiddle

of the fire,
5 (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to show you the LORD’s

word; for you were afraid because of the fire, and didn’t go up onto the
mountain) saying,
6 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage.

7 “You shall have no other gods before me.
8 “You shall not make a carved image for yourself—any likeness of what

is in heaven above, or what is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.

9 You shall not bow yourself down to them, nor serve them, for I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children and on the third and on the fourth generation of thosewhohateme

10 and showing loving kindness to thousands of those who love me and
keepmy commandments.

11 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD* your God;† for the LORD
will not hold him guiltless whomisuses his name.

12 “Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God
commanded you.

13You shall labor six days, and do all your work;
14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God, in which you

shall not do any work—neither you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor
your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your ox, nor your donkey,
nor any of your livestock, nor your stranger who is within your gates; that
yourmale servant and your female servant may rest as well as you.

15 You shall remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and
the LORD your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an
outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep
the Sabbath day.

16“Honoryour fatherandyourmother, as theLORDyourGodcommanded
you, that your daysmay be long and that it may gowell with you in the land
which the LORD your God gives you.

17 “You shall not murder.
* 5:11 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 5:11 or, You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in
vain;
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18 “You shall not commit adultery.
19 “You shall not steal.
20 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. Neither shall you desire your

neighbor’s house, his field, or hismale servant, or his female servant, his ox,
or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

22The LORD spoke these words to all your assembly on the mountain out
of themiddle of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great
voice. He added no more. He wrote them on two stone tablets, and gave
them tome.

23When you heard the voice out of the middle of the darkness, while the
mountain was burning with fire, you came near tome, even all the heads of
your tribes, and your elders;

24and you said, “Behold, the LORD our God has shownus his glory and his
greatness, andwehaveheardhis voice out of themiddle of thefire. Wehave
seen today that God does speak withman, and he lives.

25Now therefore, why should we die? For this great fire will consume us.
If we hear the LORD our God’s voice anymore, then we shall die.

26 For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God
speaking out of themiddle of the fire, as we have, and lived?

27Go near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say, and tell us all that
the LORD our God tells you; and wewill hear it, and do it.”

28The LORDheard the voice of yourwordswhen you spoke tome; and the
LORD said to me, “I have heard the voice of the words of this people which
they have spoken to you. They have well said all that they have spoken.

29Oh that there were such a heart in them that they would fear me and
keepallmycommandments always, that itmightbewellwith themandwith
their children forever!

30 “Go tell them, ‘Return to your tents.’
31 But as for you, stand here by me, and I will tell you all the command-

ments, and the statutes, and theordinances,whichyoushall teach them, that
theymay do them in the land which I give them to possess.”

32You shall observe to do therefore as theLORDyourGodhas commanded
you. You shall not turn away to the right hand or to the left.

33You shall walk in all thewaywhich the LORD your God has commanded
you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may
prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.

6
1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances,

which the LORDyourGod commanded to teach you, that youmight do them
in the land that you go over to possess;

2 that you might fear the LORD your God, to keep all his statutes and his
commandments, which I command you—you, your son, and your son’s son,
all the days of your life; and that your days may be prolonged.

3Hear therefore, Israel, and observe to do it, that it may be well with you,
and that you may increase mightily, as the LORD, the God of your fathers,
has promised to you, in a land flowing withmilk and honey.

4Hear, Israel: The LORD is our God. The LORD is one.
5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,

and with all yourmight.
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6These words, which I command you today, shall be on your heart;
7 and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of

themwhen you sit in your house, andwhen youwalk by theway, andwhen
you lie down, and when you rise up.

8Youshall bind themfora signonyourhand, and theyshall be for frontlets
between your eyes.

9You shall write them on the door posts of your house and on your gates.
10 It shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land which he

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you, great
and goodly cities which you didn’t build,

11 and houses full of all good things which you didn’t fill, and cisterns dug
out which you didn’t dig, vineyards and olive trees which you didn’t plant,
and you shall eat and be full;

12 then beware lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

13 You shall fear the LORD your God; and you shall serve him, and shall
swear by his name.

14 You shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the peoples who are
around you,

15 for the LORD your God among you is a jealous God, lest the anger of the
LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face
of the earth.

16You shall not tempt the LORD your God, as you tempted him inMassah.
17You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORDyourGod, and

his testimonies, and his statutes, which he has commanded you.
18You shall do that which is right and good in the LORD’s sight, that it may

bewellwith you and that youmay go in andpossess the good landwhich the
LORD swore to your fathers,

19 to thrust out all your enemies frombefore you, as the LORDhas spoken.
20 When your son asks you in time to come, saying, “What do the tes-

timonies, the statutes, and the ordinances, which the LORD our God has
commanded youmean?”

21 then you shall tell your son, “We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. The
LORD brought us out of Egypt with amighty hand;

22and the LORD showed great and awesome signs andwonders on Egypt,
on Pharaoh, and on all his house, before our eyes;

23 and he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in, to give us
the land which he swore to our fathers.

24 The LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our
God, for our good always, that hemight preserve us alive, as we are today.

25 It shall be righteousness to us, if we observe to do all these command-
ments before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.”

7
1 When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you go to

possess it, and casts outmanynations before you—theHittite, theGirgashite,
the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, theHivite, and the Jebusite—seven
nations greater andmightier than you;

2andwhen theLORDyourGoddelivers themupbeforeyou, andyoustrike
them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with
them, nor showmercy to them.
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3 You shall not make marriages with them. You shall not give your
daughter to his son, nor shall you take his daughter for your son.

4 For that would turn away your sons from following me, that they may
serve other gods. So the LORD’s anger would be kindled against you, and he
would destroy you quickly.

5But you shall deal with them like this: you shall break down their altars,
dash their pillars in pieces, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their
engraved images with fire.

6For you are a holy people to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for his own possession, above all peoples who are
on the face of the earth.

7 The LORD didn’t set his love on you nor choose you, because you were
more in number than any people; for you were the fewest of all peoples;

8 but because the LORD loves you, and because he desires to keep the
oath which he swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a
mighty hand and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, from the hand
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9Know therefore that the LORD your God himself is God, the faithful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness to a thousand generations with
those who love him and keep his commandments,

10 and repays those who hate him to their face, to destroy them. He will
not be slack to himwho hates him. He will repay him to his face.

11 You shall therefore keep the commandments, the statutes, and the
ordinances which I command you today, to do them.

12 It shall happen, because you listen to these ordinances and keep and do
them, that theLORDyourGodwill keepwithyou thecovenantand the loving
kindness which he swore to your fathers.

13Hewill love you, bless you, andmultiply you. Hewill also bless the fruit
of your body and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine
and your oil, the increase of your livestock and the young of your flock, in
the land which he swore to your fathers to give you.

14 You will be blessed above all peoples. There won’t be male or female
barren among you, or among your livestock.

15The LORDwill take away from you all sickness; and he will put none of
the evil diseases of Egypt, which you know, on you, but will lay them on all
those who hate you.

16 You shall consume all the peoples whom the LORD your God shall
deliver to you. Your eye shall not pity them. You shall not serve their gods;
for that would be a snare to you.

17 If you shall say in your heart, “These nations aremore than I; how can I
dispossess them?”

18you shall not be afraid of them. You shall rememberwellwhat theLORD
your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:

19 the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the mighty
hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you
out. So shall the LORDyourGoddo to all the peoples ofwhomyouare afraid.

20Moreover the LORD your God will send the hornet among them, until
those who are left, and hide themselves, perish from before you.

21You shall not be scared of them; for the LORD your God is among you, a
great and awesome God.
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22The LORD your Godwill cast out those nations before you little by little.
Youmay not consume them at once, lest the animals of the field increase on
you.

23But theLORDyourGodwill deliver themupbeforeyou, andwill confuse
themwith a great confusion, until they are destroyed.

24 He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you shall make their
name perish from under the sky. No one will be able to stand before you
until you have destroyed them.

25You shall burn the engraved images of their godswith fire. You shall not
covet the silver or the gold that is on them, nor take it for yourself, lest you
be snared in it; for it is an abomination to the LORD your God.

26 You shall not bring an abomination into your house and become a
devoted thing like it. You shall utterly detest it. You shall utterly abhor it;
for it is a devoted thing.

8
1 You shall observe to do all the commandments which I command you

today, that youmay live, andmultiply, and go in and possess the landwhich
the LORD swore to your fathers.

2 You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you
these forty years in thewilderness, that hemight humble you, to test you, to
knowwhat was in your heart, whether youwould keep his commandments
or not.

3 He humbled you, allowed you to be hungry, and fed you with manna,
which you didn’t know, neither did your fathers know, that he might teach
you that man does not live by bread only, but man lives by every word that
proceeds out of the LORD’s mouth.

4 Your clothing didn’t grow old on you, neither did your foot swell, these
forty years.

5You shall consider in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the
LORD your God disciplines you.

6You shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in his
ways, and to fear him.

7 For the LORD your God brings you into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of springs, and undergroundwater flowing into valleys and hills;

8a land ofwheat, barley, vines, fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive
trees and honey;

9 a land in which you shall eat bread without scarcity, you shall not lack
anything in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills youmay
dig copper.

10You shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the
good land which he has given you.

11Beware lest you forget the LORDyourGod, in not keepinghis command-
ments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I command you today;

12 lest, when you have eaten and are full, and have built fine houses and
lived in them;

13andwhenyour herds and yourflocksmultiply, and your silver and your
gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied;

14 then your heart might be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage;
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15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with venomous
snakes and scorpions, and thirsty ground where there was no water; who
poured water for you out of the rock of flint;

16who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers didn’t
know, that he might humble you, and that he might prove you, to do you
good at your latter end;

17and lest you say in your heart, “Mypower and themight ofmy hand has
gottenme this wealth.”

18But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he swore to
your fathers, as it is today.

19 It shall be, if you shall forget the LORD your God, and walk after other
gods, and serve them andworship them, I testify against you today that you
shall surely perish.

20 As the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so you shall
perish, because you wouldn’t listen to the LORD your God’s voice.

9
1Hear, Israel! You are to pass over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess

nations greater and mightier than yourself, cities great and fortified up to
the sky,

2 a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of
whom you have heard say, “Who can stand before the sons of Anak?”

3Know therefore today that theLORDyourGod is hewhogoes over before
you as a devouring fire. He will destroy them and he will bring them down
before you. So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as
the LORD has spoken to you.

4Don’t say inyourheart, after theLORDyourGodhas thrust themout from
before you, “For my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess
this land;” because the LORD drives them out before you because of the
wickedness of these nations.

5Not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart do you
go in to possess their land; but for thewickedness of these nations the LORD
your God does drive them out from before you, and that he may establish
the word which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob.

6Know therefore that the LORD your God doesn’t give you this good land
to possess for your righteousness, for you are a stiff-necked people.

7 Remember, and don’t forget, how you provoked the LORD your God to
wrath in the wilderness. From the day that you left the land of Egypt until
you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD.

8Also inHoreb you provoked the LORD towrath, and the LORDwas angry
with you to destroy you.

9When I had gone up onto themountain to receive the stone tablets, even
the tablets of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I stayed
on the mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank
water.

10 The LORD delivered to me the two stone tablets written with God’s
finger. On them were all the words which the LORD spoke with you on the
mountain out of themiddle of the fire in the day of the assembly.
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11 It came to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights that the LORD
gaveme the two stone tablets, even the tablets of the covenant.

12 The LORD said to me, “Arise, get down quickly from here; for your
people whom you have brought out of Egypt have corrupted themselves.
They have quickly turned away from the way which I commanded them.
They havemade amolten image for themselves!”

13 Furthermore the LORD spoke to me, saying, “I have seen these people,
and behold, they are a stiff-necked people.

14Leave me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from
under the sky; and I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than
they.”

15 So I turned and came down from the mountain, and the mountain was
burning with fire. The two tablets of the covenant were inmy two hands.

16 I looked, and behold, you had sinned against the LORD your God. You
had made yourselves a molded calf. You had quickly turned away from the
way which the LORD had commanded you.

17 I took hold of the two tablets, and threw them out of my two hands, and
broke them before your eyes.

18 I fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights. I
neither ate bread nor drankwater, because of all your sinwhich you sinned,
in doing that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure with which the LORD
was angry against you to destroy you. But the LORD listened tome that time
also.

20 The LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him. I prayed for
Aaron also at the same time.

21 I took your sin, the calf which you had made, and burned it with fire,
and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. I threw its
dust into the brook that descended out of themountain.

22 At Taberah, at Massah, and at Kibroth Hattaavah you provoked the
LORD to wrath.

23 When the LORD sent you from Kadesh Barnea, saying, “Go up and
possess the land which I have given you,” you rebelled against the com-
mandment of the LORD your God, and you didn’t believe him or listen to
his voice.

24Youhavebeenrebelliousagainst theLORDfromtheday that I knewyou.
25 So I fell down before the LORD the forty days and forty nights that I fell

down, because the LORD had said he would destroy you.
26 I prayed to the LORD, and said, “Lord GOD, don’t destroy your people

and your inheritance that you have redeemed through your greatness, that
you have brought out of Egypt with amighty hand.

27Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t look at the
stubbornness of this people, nor at their wickedness, nor at their sin,

28 lest the land you brought us out from say, ‘Because the LORD was not
able to bring them into the landwhich he promised to them, and because he
hated them, he has brought them out to kill them in the wilderness.’

29 Yet they are your people and your inheritance, which you brought out
by your great power and by your outstretched arm.”
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10
1At that time the LORD said tome, “Cut two stone tablets like the first, and

come up tome onto themountain, andmake an ark of wood.
2 I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets which

you broke, and you shall put them in the ark.”
3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, and cut two stone tablets like the first,

and went up onto themountain, having the two tablets in my hand.
4Hewrote on the tablets, according to the first writing, the ten command-

ments, which the LORD spoke to you on the mountain out of the middle of
the fire in the day of the assembly; and the LORD gave them tome.

5 I turned and came down from the mountain, and put the tablets in the
ark which I hadmade; and there they are as the LORD commandedme.

6 (The children of Israel traveled from Beeroth Bene Jaakan to Moserah.
There Aaron died, and there he was buried; and Eleazar his son ministered
in the priest’s office in his place.

7From there they traveled toGudgodah; and fromGudgodah to Jotbathah,
a land of brooks of water.

8 At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to bear the ark of the
LORD’s covenant, to stand before the LORD to minister to him, and to bless
in his name, to this day.

9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor inheritance with his brothers; the
LORD is his inheritance, according as the LORD your God spoke to him.)

10 I stayed on themountain, as at the first time, forty days and forty nights;
and the LORD listened to me that time also. The LORD would not destroy
you.

11 The LORD said to me, “Arise, take your journey before the people; and
they shall go in and possess the landwhich I swore to their fathers to give to
them.”

12Now, Israel, what does the LORDyourGod require of you, but to fear the
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, and to serve the LORD
your Godwith all your heart and with all your soul,

13 to keep the LORD’s commandments and statutes, which I command you
today for your good?

14Behold, to the LORD your God belongs heaven, the heaven of heavens,
and the earth, with all that is therein.

15Only the LORD had a delight in your fathers to love them, and he chose
their offspring after them, even you above all peoples, as it is today.

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiff-
necked.

17 For the LORD your God, he is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great
God, the mighty, and the awesome, who doesn’t respect persons or take
bribes.

18He executes justice for the fatherless andwidowand loves the foreigner
in giving him food and clothing.

19 Therefore love the foreigner, for you were foreigners in the land of
Egypt.

20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him. You shall cling
to him, and you shall swear by his name.

21He is your praise, and he is your God, who has done for you these great
and awesome things which your eyes have seen.
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22 Your fathers went down into Egypt with seventy persons; and now the
LORD your God has made you as the stars of the sky for multitude.

11
1 Therefore you shall love the LORD your God, and keep his instructions,

his statutes, his ordinances, and his commandments, always.
2 Know this day—for I don’t speak with your children who have not

known, and who have not seen the chastisement of the LORD your God, his
greatness, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm,

3his signs, and his works, which he did in the middle of Egypt to Pharaoh
the king of Egypt, and to all his land;

4andwhathedid to thearmyofEgypt, to theirhorses, and to their chariots;
howhemade thewater of theRedSea to overflow themas theypursuedyou,
and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day;

5andwhat he did to you in the wilderness until you came to this place;
6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of

Reuben—howtheearthopened itsmouthandswallowed themup,with their
households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, in the
middle of all Israel;

7but your eyes have seen all of the LORD’s great work which he did.
8 Therefore you shall keep the entire commandment which I command

you today, that you may be strong, and go in and possess the land that you
go over to possess;

9and that youmayprolong your days in the landwhich the LORD swore to
your fathers to give to them and to their offspring, a land flowing with milk
and honey.

10 For the land, where you go in to possess isn’t like the land of Egypt that
you came out of, where you sowed your seed and watered it with your foot,
as a garden of herbs;

11 but the land that you go over to possess is a land of hills and valleys
which drinks water from the rain of the sky,

12 a land which the LORD your God cares for. The LORD your God’s eyes
are always on it, from the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.

13 It shall happen, if youshall listendiligently tomycommandmentswhich
I command you today, to love the LORD your God, and to serve himwith all
your heart and with all your soul,

14 that I will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the
latter rain, that youmay gather in your grain, your newwine, and your oil.

15 I will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and
be full.

16Be careful, lest yourheart bedeceived, andyou turn away to serve other
gods and worship them;

17 and the LORD’s anger be kindled against you, and he shut up the sky
so that there is no rain, and the land doesn’t yield its fruit; and you perish
quickly from off the good land which the LORD gives you.

18 Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in
your soul. You shall bind them for a sign on your hand, and they shall be
for frontlets between your eyes.
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19 You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you
rise up.

20You shall write them on the door posts of your house and on your gates;
21 that your days and your children’s days may be multiplied in the land

which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as the days of the
heavens above the earth.

22 For if you shall diligently keep all these commandments which I com-
mand you—to do them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways,
and to cling to him—

23 then the LORDwill drive out all these nations from before you, and you
shall dispossess nations greater andmightier than yourselves.

24 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from
thewilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even to the
western sea shall be your border.

25Nomanwill be able to stand before you. The LORDyourGodwill lay the
fear of you and the dread of you on all the land that you tread on, as he has
spoken to you.

26Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse:
27 the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God,

which I command you today;
28 and the curse, if you do not listen to the commandments of the LORD

your God, but turn away out of the way which I command you today, to go
after other gods which you have not known.

29 It shall happen, when the LORD your God brings you into the land that
you go to possess, that you shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim, and the
curse onMount Ebal.

30 Aren’t they beyond the Jordan, behind the way of the going down of
the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who dwell in the Arabah near Gilgal,
beside the oaks of Moreh?

31For you are to pass over the Jordan to go in to possess the landwhich the
LORD your God gives you, and you shall possess it and dwell in it.

32 You shall observe to do all the statutes and the ordinances which I set
before you today.

12
1These are the statutes and the ordinances which you shall observe to do

in the landwhich theLORD, theGodof your fathers, has given you to possess
all the days that you live on the earth.

2You shall surely destroy all the places inwhich the nations that you shall
dispossess served their gods: on the high mountains, and on the hills, and
under every green tree.

3 You shall break down their altars, dash their pillars in pieces, and burn
their Asherah poles with fire. You shall cut down the engraved images of
their gods. You shall destroy their name out of that place.

4You shall not do so to the LORD your God.
5 But to the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your

tribes, to put his name there, you shall seek his habitation, and you shall
come there.
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6 You shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the
wave offering of your hand, your vows, your free will offerings, and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock there.

7 There you shall eat before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in
all that you put your hand to, you and your households, in which the LORD
your God has blessed you.

8You shall not do all the things thatwe dohere today, everymanwhatever
is right in his own eyes;

9 for you haven’t yet come to the rest and to the inheritance which the
LORD your God gives you.

10But when you go over the Jordan and dwell in the landwhich the LORD
your God causes you to inherit, and he gives you rest from all your enemies
around you, so that you dwell in safety,

11 then it shall happen that to the place which the LORD your God shall
choose, to cause his name to dwell there, there you shall bring all that I
command you: your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the wave
offering of your hand, and all your choice vowswhich you vow to the LORD.

12 You shall rejoice before the LORD your God—you, and your sons, your
daughters, your male servants, your female servants, and the Levite who is
within your gates, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you.

13 Be careful that you don’t offer your burnt offerings in every place that
you see;

14but in the placewhich the LORD chooses in one of your tribes, there you
shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command
you.

15 Yet you may kill and eat meat within all your gates, after all the desire
of your soul, according to the LORD your God’s blessing which he has given
you. The unclean and the cleanmay eat of it, as of the gazelle and the deer.

16Only you shall not eat the blood. You shall pour it out on the earth like
water.

17Youmaynot eatwithin your gates the tithe of your grain, or of your new
wine, or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, nor any of
yourvowswhichyouvow, noryour freewill offerings, nor thewaveoffering
of your hand;

18 but you shall eat them before the LORD your God in the place which
the LORD your God shall choose: you, your son, your daughter, your male
servant, your female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates. You
shall rejoice before the LORD your God in all that you put your hand to.

19 Be careful that you don’t forsake the Levite as long as you live in your
land.

20When theLORDyourGod enlarges yourborder, as hehas promised you,
and you say, “I want to eat meat,” because your soul desires to eat meat, you
may eat meat, after all the desire of your soul.

21 If the place which the LORD your God shall choose to put his name is
too far from you, then you shall kill of your herd and of your flock, which
the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you; and youmay eat within
your gates, after all the desire of your soul.

22 Even as the gazelle and as the deer is eaten, so you shall eat of it. The
unclean and the cleanmay eat of it alike.
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23Only be sure that you don’t eat the blood; for the blood is the life. You
shall not eat the life with themeat.

24You shall not eat it. You shall pour it out on the earth like water.
25You shall not eat it, that it may go well with you and with your children

after you, when you do that which is right in the LORD’s eyes.
26 Only your holy things which you have, and your vows, you shall take

and go to the place which the LORD shall choose.
27 You shall offer your burnt offerings, the meat and the blood, on the

LORD your God’s altar. The blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on
the LORD your God’s altar, and you shall eat themeat.

28Observe and hear all these words which I command you, that it may go
well with you and with your children after you forever, when you do that
which is good and right in the LORD your God’s eyes.

29When the LORD your God cuts off the nations from before you where
you go in to dispossess them, and you dispossess them and dwell in their
land,

30 be careful that you are not ensnared to follow them after they are
destroyed frombefore you, and that you not inquire after their gods, saying,
“How do these nations serve their gods? I will do likewise.”

31You shall not do so to the LORD your God; for every abomination to the
LORD,which he hates, they have done to their gods; for they even burn their
sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods.

32Whatever thing I command you, that you shall observe to do. You shall
not add to it, nor take away from it.

13
1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you, and he gives you

a sign or a wonder,
2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you,

saying, “Let’s go after other gods” (which you have not known) “and let’s
serve them,”

3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet, or to that dreamer of
dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you, to knowwhether you love the
LORD your Godwith all your heart and with all your soul.

4 You shall walk after the LORD your God, fear him, keep his command-
ments, and obey his voice. You shall serve him, and cling to him.

5 That prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death, because
he has spoken rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to draw
you aside out of thewaywhich the LORD your God commanded you towalk
in. So you shall remove the evil from among you.

6 If your brother, the son of yourmother, or your son, or your daughter, or
the wife of your bosom, or your friend who is as your own soul, entices you
secretly, saying, “Let’s go and serve other gods”—which youhavenot known,
you, nor your fathers;

7of the gods of thepeopleswhoare aroundyou, near to you, or far off from
you, from the one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth—

8you shall not consent to himnor listen to him; neither shall your eye pity
him, neither shall you spare, neither shall you conceal him;

9 but you shall surely kill him. Your hand shall be first on him to put him
to death, and afterwards the hands of all the people.
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10You shall stone him to deathwith stones, because he has sought to draw
youaway fromtheLORDyourGod,whobroughtyououtof the landofEgypt,
out of the house of bondage.

11All Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall not do anymorewickedness like
this among you.

12 If you hear about one of your cities, which the LORD your God gives you
to dwell there, that

13 certain wicked fellows have gone out from among you and have drawn
away the inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let’s go and serve other gods,”
which you have not known,

14 thenyoushall inquire, investigate, andaskdiligently. Behold, if it is true,
and the thing certain, that such abomination was done among you,

15 you shall surely strike the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the
sword, destroying it utterly, with all that is therein and its livestock, with the
edge of the sword.

16 You shall gather all its plunder into the middle of its street, and shall
burn with fire the city, with all of its plunder, to the LORD your God. It shall
be a heap forever. It shall not be built again.

17 Nothing of the devoted thing shall cling to your hand, that the LORD
may turn from the fierceness of his anger and show you mercy, and have
compassion on you andmultiply you, as he has sworn to your fathers,

18when you listen to the LORD your God’s voice, to keep all his command-
ments which I command you today, to do that which is right in the LORD
your God’s eyes.

14
1You are the children of the LORD your God. You shall not cut yourselves,

nor make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.
2Foryouareaholypeople to theLORDyourGod, and theLORDhas chosen

you to be a people for his own possession, above all peoples who are on the
face of the earth.

3You shall not eat any abominable thing.
4These are the animals which youmay eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat,
5 the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope,

and the chamois.
6Every animal that parts the hoof, and has the hoof split in two and chews

the cud, among the animals, youmay eat.
7Nevertheless theseyou shall not eat of themthat chew the cud, orof those

who have the hoof split: the camel, the hare, and the rabbit. Because they
chew the cud but don’t part the hoof, they are unclean to you.

8The pig, because it has a split hoof but doesn’t chew the cud, is unclean to
you. You shall not eat their meat. You shall not touch their carcasses.

9These youmay eat of all that are in thewaters: youmay eatwhatever has
fins and scales.

10You shall not eat whatever doesn’t have fins and scales. It is unclean to
you.

11Of all clean birds youmay eat.
12But these are they of which you shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the

osprey,
13 the red kite, the falcon, the kite of any kind,
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14 every raven of any kind,
15 the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, the hawk of any kind,
16 the little owl, the great owl, the horned owl,
17 the pelican, the vulture, the cormorant,
18 the stork, the heron after its kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.
19All winged creeping things are unclean to you. They shall not be eaten.
20Of all clean birds youmay eat.
21 You shall not eat of anything that dies of itself. You may give it to the

foreigner living among you who is within your gates, that he may eat it; or
youmay sell it to a foreigner; for youare aholypeople to theLORDyourGod.
You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.
22You shall surely tithe all the increase of your seed, thatwhich comes out

of the field year by year.
23 You shall eat before the LORD your God, in the place which he chooses

to cause his name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your newwine, and of
your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock; that youmay learn
to fear the LORD your God always.

24 If the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry it because
the place which the LORD your God shall choose to set his name there is too
far from you, when the LORD your God blesses you,

25 then you shall turn it into money, bind up themoney in your hand, and
shall go to the place which the LORD your God shall choose.

26You shall trade the money for whatever your soul desires: for cattle, or
for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatever your soul asks
of you. You shall eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice,
you and your household.

27You shall not forsake the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no
portion nor inheritance with you.

28 At the end of every three years you shall bring all the tithe of your
increase in the same year, and shall store it within your gates.

29The Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, as well
as the foreigner living among you, the fatherless, and the widow who are
within your gates shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD
your Godmay bless you in all the work of your handwhich you do.

15
1At the end of every seven years, you shall cancel debts.
2 This is the way it shall be done: every creditor shall release that which

he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not require payment from his neighbor
and his brother, because the LORD’s release has been proclaimed.

3 Of a foreigner you may require it; but whatever of yours is with your
brother, your hand shall release.

4However there will be no poor with you (for the LORD will surely bless
you in the land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance to
possess)

5 if only you diligently listen to the LORDyourGod’s voice, to observe to do
all this commandment which I command you today.

6For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you. You will lend
to many nations, but you will not borrow. You will rule over many nations,
but they will not rule over you.
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7 If a poor man, one of your brothers, is with you within any of your gates
in your landwhich the LORD your God gives you, you shall not harden your
heart, nor shut your hand from your poor brother;

8 but you shall surely open your hand to him, and shall surely lend him
sufficient for his need, which he lacks.

9 Beware that there not be a wicked thought in your heart, saying, “The
seventh year, the year of release, is at hand,” and your eye be evil against
your poor brother and you give himnothing; and he cry to the LORDagainst
you, and it be sin to you.

10You shall surely give, and your heart shall not be grievedwhen you give
to him, because it is for this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all
your work and in all that you put your hand to.

11For the poor will never cease out of the land. Therefore I command you
to surely open your hand to your brother, to your needy, and to your poor, in
your land.

12 If your brother, a Hebrewman, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and
serves you six years, then in the seventh year you shall let him go free from
you.

13When you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty.
14 You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing

floor, and out of yourwinepress. As the LORDyourGodhas blessed you, you
shall give to him.

15You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the
LORD your God redeemed you. Therefore I command you this thing today.

16 It shall be, if he tells you, “I will not go out from you,” because he loves
you and your house, because he is well with you,

17 then you shall take an awl, and thrust it through his ear to the door, and
he shall be your servant forever. Also to your female servant you shall do
likewise.

18 It shall not seem hard to you when you let him go free from you, for he
has been double the value of a hired hand as he served you six years. The
LORD your Godwill bless you in all that you do.

19You shall dedicate all the firstbornmales that are born of your herd and
of your flock to the LORD your God. You shall do no work with the firstborn
of your herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock.

20Youshall eat it before theLORDyourGodyearbyyear in theplacewhich
the LORD shall choose, you and your household.

21 If it has any defect—is lame or blind, or has any defect whatever, you
shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God.

22You shall eat it within your gates. The unclean and the clean shall eat it
alike, as the gazelle and as the deer.

23Only you shall not eat its blood. You shall pour it out on the ground like
water.

16
1Observe themonth of Abib, and keep the Passover to the LORDyourGod;

for in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by
night.

2You shall sacrifice thePassover to theLORDyourGod, of theflockand the
herd, in the place which the LORD shall choose to cause his name to dwell
there.
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3You shall eat no leavened bread with it. You shall eat unleavened bread
with it seven days, even the bread of affliction (for you came out of the land
of Egypt in haste) that youmay remember the daywhen you came out of the
land of Egypt all the days of your life.

4No yeast shall be seen with you in all your borders seven days; neither
shall any of themeat, which you sacrifice the first day at evening, remain all
night until the morning.

5 You may not sacrifice the Passover within any of your gates which the
LORD your God gives you;

6but at the placewhich the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name
to dwell in, there you shall sacrifice the Passover at evening, at the going
down of the sun, at the season that you came out of Egypt.

7You shall roast and eat it in the place which the LORD your God chooses.
In themorning you shall return to your tents.

8 Six days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the seventh day shall be a
solemn assembly to the LORD your God. You shall do no work.

9You shall count for yourselves seven weeks. From the time you begin to
put the sickle to the standing grain you shall begin to count seven weeks.

10You shall keep the feast of weeks to the LORD your Godwith a tribute of
a free will offering of your hand, which you shall give according to how the
LORD your God blesses you.

11 You shall rejoice before the LORD your God: you, your son, your
daughter, your male servant, your female servant, the Levite who is within
your gates, the foreigner, the fatherless, and thewidowwho are among you,
in theplacewhich theLORDyourGodshall choose tocausehisname todwell
there.

12 You shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt. You shall observe
and do these statutes.

13You shall keep the feast of booths seven days, after you have gathered in
from your threshing floor and from your wine press.

14You shall rejoice in your feast, you, your son, your daughter, your male
servant, your female servant, the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and
the widowwho are within your gates.

15 You shall keep a feast to the LORD your God seven days in the place
which the LORD chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all
your increase and in all the work of your hands, and you shall be altogether
joyful.

16 Three times in a year all of your males shall appear before the LORD
your God in the placewhich he chooses: in the feast of unleavened bread, in
the feast of weeks, and in the feast of booths. They shall not appear before
the LORD empty.

17 Every man shall give as he is able, according to the LORD your God’s
blessing which he has given you.

18 You shall make judges and officers in all your gates, which the LORD
yourGod gives you, according to your tribes; and they shall judge the people
with righteous judgment.

19You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality. You shall not
take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words
of the righteous.

20 You shall follow that which is altogether just, that you may live and
inherit the land which the LORD your God gives you.
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21You shall not plant for yourselves an Asherah of any kind of tree beside
the LORD your God’s altar, which you shall make for yourselves.

22Neither shall you set yourself up a sacred stone which the LORD your
God hates.

17
1You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep in which is

a defect or anything evil; for that is an abomination to the LORD your God.
2 If there is found among you, within any of your gates which the LORD

yourGodgives you, amanorwomanwhodoes thatwhich is evil in theLORD
your God’s sight in transgressing his covenant,

3 and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun, or
themoon, or any of the stars of the sky, which I have not commanded,

4 and you are told, and you have heard of it, then you shall inquire
diligently. Behold, if it is true, and the thing certain, that such abomination
is done in Israel,

5 then you shall bring out that man or that woman who has done this evil
thing to your gates, even that samemanorwoman; andyou shall stone them
to death with stones.

6At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, he who is to die shall
be put to death. At themouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.

7The hands of the witnesses shall be first on him to put him to death, and
afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall remove the evil from
among you.

8 If there arises amatter too hard for you in judgment, between blood and
blood, between plea and plea, and between stroke and stroke, beingmatters
of controversywithin your gates, then you shall arise, and go up to the place
which the LORD your God chooses.

9You shall come to the priests who are Levites and to the judge who shall
be in those days. You shall inquire, and they shall give you the verdict.

10 You shall do according to the decisions of the verdict which they shall
give you from that place which the LORD chooses. You shall observe to do
according to all that they shall teach you.

11 According to the decisions of the law which they shall teach you, and
according to the judgment which they shall tell you, you shall do. You shall
not turn away from the sentence which they announce to you, to the right
hand, nor to the left.

12 The man who does presumptuously in not listening to the priest who
stands tominister there before the LORDyourGod, or to the judge, even that
man shall die. You shall put away the evil from Israel.

13All the people shall hear and fear, and do nomore presumptuously.
14When you have come to the land which the LORD your God gives you,

and possess it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king over me, like all the
nations that are aroundme,”

15you shall surely set himwhom the LORD your God chooses as king over
yourselves. You shall set as king over you one from among your brothers.
Youmay not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to
return to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply horses; because the LORD
has said to you, “You shall not go back that way again.”
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17He shall not multiply wives to himself, that his heart not turn away. He
shall not greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

18 It shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write
himself a copy of this law in a book, out of that which is before the Levitical
priests.

19 It shall be with him, and he shall read from it all the days of his life, that
he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and
these statutes, to do them;

20 that his heart not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he not turn
away from the commandment to the right hand, or to the left, to the end that
he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children, in the middle
of Israel.

18
1 The priests and the Levites—all the tribe of Levi—shall have no portion

nor inheritance with Israel. They shall eat the offerings of the LORD made
by fire and his portion.

2They shall have no inheritance among their brothers. The LORD is their
inheritance, as he has spoken to them.

3 This shall be the priests’ due from the people, from those who offer a
sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep, that they shall give to the priest: the
shoulder, the two cheeks, and the inner parts.

4You shall give him the first fruits of your grain, of your newwine, and of
your oil, and the first of the fleece of your sheep.

5 For the LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand to
minister in the LORD’s name, him and his sons forever.

6 If a Levite comes from any of your gates out of all Israel where he lives,
and comes with all the desire of his soul to the place which the LORD shall
choose,

7 thenhe shallminister in thenameof theLORDhisGod, as all his brothers
the Levites do, who stand there before the LORD.

8They shall have like portions to eat, in addition to thatwhich comes from
the sale of his family possessions.

9When you have come into the land which the LORD your God gives you,
you shall not learn to imitate the abominations of those nations.

10 There shall not be found with you anyone who makes his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who tells
fortunes, or an enchanter, or a sorcerer,

11 or a charmer, or someone who consults with a familiar spirit, or a
wizard, or a necromancer.

12For whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD. Because
of these abominations, the LORDyourGod drives themout frombefore you.

13You shall be blameless with the LORD your God.
14 For these nations that you shall dispossess listen to those who practice

sorcery and to diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed
you so to do.

15 The LORD your God will raise up to you a prophet from among you, of
your brothers, like me. You shall listen to him.

16This is according to all that you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb
in the day of the assembly, saying, “Letmenot hear again the LORDmyGod’s
voice, neither let me see this great fire anymore, that I not die.”
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17TheLORD said tome, “Theyhavewell said thatwhich they have spoken.
18 I will raise them up a prophet from among their brothers, like you. I

will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I shall
command him.

19 It shall happen, that whoever will not listen tomywords which he shall
speak inmy name, I will require it of him.

20But the prophetwho speaks aword presumptuously inmyname,which
I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other
gods, that same prophet shall die.”

21 You may say in your heart, “How shall we know the word which the
LORD has not spoken?”

22When a prophet speaks in the LORD’s name, if the thing doesn’t follow,
nor happen, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet
has spoken it presumptuously. You shall not be afraid of him.

19
1When the LORD your God cuts off the nationswhose land the LORD your

God gives you, and you succeed them and dwell in their cities and in their
houses,

2 you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the middle of your land,
which the LORD your God gives you to possess.

3You shall prepare theway, and divide the borders of your landwhich the
LORD your God causes you to inherit into three parts, that everyman slayer
may flee there.

4This is the case of theman slayer who shall flee there and live: Whoever
kills his neighbor unintentionally, and didn’t hate him in time past—

5 as when a man goes into the forest with his neighbor to chop wood and
his hand swings the ax to cut down the tree, and the head slips from the
handleandhitshisneighbor so thathedies—heshallflee tooneof thesecities
and live.

6Otherwise, the avenger of blood might pursue the man slayer while hot
anger is in his heart and overtake him, because the way is long, and strike
him mortally, even though he was not worthy of death, because he didn’t
hate him in time past.

7Therefore I command you to set apart three cities for yourselves.
8 If the LORD your God enlarges your border, as he has sworn to your

fathers, and gives you all the landwhich he promised to give to your fathers;
9 and if you keep all this commandment to do it, which I command you

today, to love the LORD your God, and to walk ever in his ways, then you
shall add three cities more for yourselves, in addition to these three.

10This is so that innocent bloodwill not be shed in themiddle of your land
which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance, leaving blood guilt
on you.

11But if any man hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises up against
him, strikes himmortally so that he dies, and he flees into one of these cities;

12 then the elders of his city shall send and bring him there, and deliver
him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that hemay die.

13Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall purge the innocent blood from
Israel that it may go well with you.
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14You shall not remove your neighbor’s landmark, which they of old time
have set, in your inheritance which you shall inherit, in the land that the
LORD your God gives you to possess.

15One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any
sin that he sins. At the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall a matter be established.

16 If anunrighteouswitness rises up against anyman to testify against him
of wrongdoing,

17 thenboth themen, betweenwhomthe controversy is, shall standbefore
the LORD, before the priests and the judges who shall be in those days;

18and the judges shallmakediligent inquisition; andbehold, if thewitness
is a false witness, and has testified falsely against his brother,

19 then you shall do to him as he had thought to do to his brother. So you
shall remove the evil from among you.

20Thosewho remain shall hear, and fear, andwill never again commit any
such evil among you.

21Your eyes shall not pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot.

20
1Whenyou go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses, chariots,

and a people more numerous than you, you shall not be afraid of them; for
the LORDyourGod,whobrought youupout of the landof Egypt, iswith you.

2 It shall be, when you draw near to the battle, that the priest shall
approach and speak to the people,

3 and shall tell them, “Hear, Israel, you draw near today to battle against
your enemies. Don’t let your heart faint! Don’t be afraid, nor tremble,
neither be scared of them;

4 for the LORD your God is he who goes with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.”

5 The officers shall speak to the people, saying, “What man is there who
has built a newhouse, and has not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his
house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.

6Whatman is therewhohasplantedavineyard, andhasnot used its fruit?
Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and anotherman
use its fruit.

7What man is there who has pledged to be married to a wife, and has not
taken her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and
another man take her.”

8 The officers shall speak further to the people, and they shall say, “What
man is there who is fearful and faint-hearted? Let him go and return to his
house, lest his brother’s heart melt as his heart.”

9 It shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that
they shall appoint captains of armies at the head of the people.

10When you draw near to a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace to
it.

11 It shall be, if it gives you answer of peace and opens to you, then it shall
be that all the peoplewho are found therein shall become forced laborers to
you, and shall serve you.

12 If it will make no peace with you, but will make war against you, then
you shall besiege it.
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13 When the LORD your God delivers it into your hand, you shall strike
everymale of it with the edge of the sword;

14 but the women, the little ones, the livestock, and all that is in the city,
even all its plunder, you shall take for plunder for yourself. Youmay use the
plunder of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you.

15Thus you shall do to all the cities which are very far off from you, which
are not of the cities of these nations.

16 But of the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God gives you for
an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes;

17but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaan-
ite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the LORD your God has
commanded you;

18 that theynot teachyou to followall their abominations,which theyhave
done for their gods; so would you sin against the LORD your God.

19When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to
take it, you shall not destroy its trees bywielding an ax against them; for you
may eat of them. You shall not cut themdown, for is the tree of thefieldman,
that it should be besieged by you?

20 Only the trees that you know are not trees for food, you shall destroy
and cut them down. You shall build bulwarks against the city that makes
war with you, until it falls.

21
1 If someone is found slain in the landwhich the LORD your God gives you

to possess, lying in the field, and it isn’t knownwho has struck him,
2 then your elders and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure

to the cities which are around himwho is slain.
3 It shall be that the elders of the citywhich is nearest to the slainman shall

take a heifer of the herd, which hasn’t been worked with andwhich has not
drawn in the yoke.

4Theelders of that city shall bring theheiferdown toavalleywith running
water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck
there in the valley.

5 The priests the sons of Levi shall come near, for them the LORD your
God has chosen to minister to him, and to bless in the LORD’s name;
and according to their word shall every controversy and every assault be
decided.

6 All the elders of that city which is nearest to the slain man shall wash
their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley.

7They shall answer and say, “Our hands have not shed this blood, neither
have our eyes seen it.

8Forgive, LORD, your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and don’t
allow innocentbloodamongyourpeople Israel.” Theblood shall be forgiven
them.

9 So you shall put away the innocent blood from among you, when you
shall do that which is right in the LORD’s eyes.

10Whenyou go out to battle against your enemies, and the LORDyourGod
delivers them into your hands and you carry them away captive,

11and see among the captives a beautifulwoman, and you are attracted to
her, and desire to take her as your wife,
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12 then you shall bring her home to your house. She shall shave her head
and trim her nails.

13 She shall take off the clothing of her captivity, and shall remain in your
house, and bewail her father and her mother a full month. After that you
shall go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be your wife.

14 It shall be, if you have no delight in her, then you shall let her go where
she desires; but you shall not sell her at all formoney. You shall not dealwith
her as a slave, because you have humbled her.

15 If a man has two wives, the one beloved and the other hated, and they
havebornehimchildren, both thebelovedand thehated, and if thefirstborn
son is hers whowas hated,

16 then it shall be, in the day that he causes his sons to inherit that which
he has, that hemay not give the son of the beloved the rights of the firstborn
before the son of the hated, who is the firstborn;

17 but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the hated, by giving
himadouble portionof all that hehas; for he is thebeginningof his strength.
The right of the firstborn is his.

18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice
of his father or the voice of hismother, and though they chastenhim,will not
listen to them,

19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out
to the elders of his city and to the gate of his place.

20 They shall tell the elders of his city, “This our son is stubborn and
rebellious. He will not obey our voice. He is a glutton and a drunkard.”

21All the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones. So you shall
remove the evil from among you. All Israel shall hear, and fear.

22 If amanhas committed a sinworthy of death, andhe is put to death, and
you hang him on a tree,

23his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury
him the same day; for hewho is hanged is accursed of God. Don’t defile your
land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance.

22
1 You shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep go astray and hide

yourself from them. You shall surely bring them again to your brother.
2 If your brother isn’t near to you, or if you don’t know him, then you shall

bring it home to your house, and it shall be with you until your brother
comes looking for it, and you shall restore it to him.

3So you shall dowith his donkey. So you shall dowith his garment. So you
shall do with every lost thing of your brother’s, which he has lost and you
have found. Youmay not hide yourself.

4You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen down by theway,
andhide yourself from them. You shall surely help him to lift themupagain.

5 A woman shall not wear men’s clothing, neither shall a man put on
women’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to the
LORD your God.

6 If you come across a bird’s nest on the way, in any tree or on the ground,
with youngones or eggs, and thehen sitting on the young, or on the eggs, you
shall not take the hen with the young.
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7You shall surely let the hen go, but the young you may take for yourself,
that it may be well with you, and that youmay prolong your days.

8When you build a new house, then you shall make a railing around your
roof, so that you don’t bring blood on your house if anyone falls from there.

9You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest all the fruit
be defiled, the seed which you have sown, and the increase of the vineyard.

10You shall not plowwith an ox and a donkey together.
11You shall not wear clothes of wool and linen woven together.
12 You shall make yourselves fringes* on the four corners of your cloak

with which you cover yourself.
13 If anyman takes a wife, and goes in to her, hates her,
14 accuses her of shameful things, gives her a bad name, and says, “I took

this woman, and when I came near to her, I didn’t find in her the tokens of
virginity;”

15 then the young lady’s father andmother shall take and bring the tokens
of the young lady’s virginity to the elders of the city in the gate.

16The young lady’s father shall tell the elders, “I gave my daughter to this
man as his wife, and he hates her.

17 Behold, he has accused her of shameful things, saying, ‘I didn’t find in
your daughter the tokens of virginity;’ and yet these are the tokens of my
daughter’s virginity.” They shall spread the cloth before the elders of the
city.

18The elders of that city shall take theman and chastise him.
19 They shall fine him one hundred shekels of silver,† and give them to

the father of the young lady, because he has given a bad name to a virgin
of Israel. She shall be his wife. Hemay not put her away all his days.

20But if this thing is true, that the tokens of virginitywere not found in the
young lady,

21 then they shall bringout theyoung lady to thedoorofher father’shouse,
and themen of her city shall stone her to deathwith stones, because she has
done folly in Israel, to play the prostitute in her father’s house. So you shall
remove the evil from among you.

22 If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, then they
shall both die, the man who lay with the woman and the woman. So you
shall remove the evil from Israel.

23 If there is a young lady who is a virgin pledged to be married to a
husband, and aman finds her in the city, and lies with her,

24 then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall
stone them to deathwith stones; the lady, because she didn’t cry, being in the
city; and theman, because he has humbled his neighbor’s wife. So you shall
remove the evil from among you.

25 But if the man finds the lady who is pledged to be married in the field,
and theman forces her and lieswithher, thenonly themanwho laywithher
shall die;

26 but to the lady you shall do nothing. There is in the lady no sin worthy
of death; for aswhen aman rises against his neighbor and kills him, even so
is this matter;

* 22:12 or, tassels † 22:19 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 100 shekels is about
a kilogram or 2.2 pounds.
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27 for he found her in the field, the pledged to be married lady cried, and
there was no one to save her.

28 If a man finds a lady who is a virgin, who is not pledged to be married,
grabs her and lies with her, and they are found,

29 then themanwho laywithher shall give to the lady’s fatherfifty shekels‡
of silver. She shall be his wife, because he has humbled her. Hemay not put
her away all his days.

30Aman shall not take his father’s wife, and shall not uncover his father’s
skirt.

23
1 He who is emasculated by crushing or cutting shall not enter into the

LORD’s assembly.
2 A person born of a forbidden union shall not enter into the LORD’s

assembly; even to the tenth generation shall no one of his enter into the
LORD’s assembly.

3 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the LORD’s assembly;
even to the tenth generation shall no one belonging to them enter into the
LORD’s assembly forever,

4because theydidn’tmeetyouwithbreadandwithwateron thewaywhen
you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son
of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you.

5Nevertheless theLORDyourGodwouldn’t listen toBalaam, but theLORD
yourGod turned the curse into ablessing to you, because theLORDyourGod
loved you.

6You shall not seek their peace nor their prosperity all your days forever.
7 You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. You shall not

abhor an Egyptian, because you lived as a foreigner in his land.
8The childrenof the third generationwhoareborn to themmayenter into

the LORD’s assembly.
9When you go out and camp against your enemies, then you shall keep

yourselves from every evil thing.
10 If there is among you anymanwho is not clean by reason of that which

happens to him by night, then shall he go outside of the camp. He shall not
comewithin the camp;

11 but it shall be, when evening comes, he shall bathe himself in water.
When the sun is down, he shall comewithin the camp.

12 You shall have a place also outside of the camp where you go relieve
yourself.

13 You shall have a trowel among your weapons. It shall be, when you
relieve yourself, you shall dig with it, and shall turn back and cover your
excrement;

14 for the LORDyourGodwalks in themiddle of your camp, to deliver you,
and to give up your enemies before you. Therefore your camp shall be holy,
that hemay not see an unclean thing in you, and turn away from you.

15 You shall not deliver to his master a servant who has escaped from his
master to you.

‡ 22:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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16He shall dwell with you, among you, in the place which he shall choose
within one of your gates, where it pleases him best. You shall not oppress
him.

17There shall benoprostitute of thedaughters of Israel, neither shall there
be a sodomite of the sons of Israel.

18 You shall not bring the hire of a prostitute, or the wages of a male
prostitute,* into the house of the LORD your God for any vow; for both of
these are an abomination to the LORD your God.

19Youshall not lendon interest to yourbrother: interest ofmoney, interest
of food, interest of anything that is lent on interest.

20 You may charge a foreigner interest; but you shall not charge your
brother interest, that the LORD your God may bless you in all that you put
your hand to, in the land where you go in to possess it.

21Whenyouvowavow to theLORDyourGod, you shall not be slack to pay
it, for the LORD your Godwill surely require it of you; and it would be sin in
you.

22But if you refrain frommaking a vow, it shall be no sin in you.
23You shall observe anddo thatwhichhas gone out of your lips. Whatever

youhavevowed to theLORDyourGodasa freewill offering,whichyouhave
promised with yourmouth, youmust do.

24When you come into your neighbor’s vineyard, then you may eat your
fill of grapes at your own pleasure; but you shall not put any in your
container.

25 When you come into your neighbor’s standing grain, then you may
pluck the ears with your hand; but you shall not use a sickle on your
neighbor’s standing grain.

24
1When aman takes a wife andmarries her, then it shall be, if she finds no

favor in his eyes because he has found some unseemly thing in her, that he
shall write her a certificate of divorce, put it in her hand, and send her out
of his house.

2Whenshehasdepartedoutofhishouse, shemaygoandbeanotherman’s
wife.

3 If the latter husband hates her, and writes her a certificate of divorce,
puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house; or if the latter husband
dies, who took her to be his wife;

4her former husband, who sent her away,may not take her again to be his
wife after she is defiled; for that would be an abomination to the LORD. You
shall not cause the land to sin, which the LORD your God gives you for an
inheritance.

5When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out in the army, neither
shall he be assigned any business. He shall be free at home one year, and
shall cheer his wife whom he has taken.

6Noman shall take themill or the uppermillstone as a pledge, for he takes
a life in pledge.

7 If a man is found stealing any of his brothers of the children of Israel,
and he deals with him as a slave, or sells him, then that thief shall die. So
you shall remove the evil from among you.

* 23:18 literally, dog
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8 Be careful in the plague of leprosy, that you observe diligently and do
according to all that the Levitical priests teach you. As I commanded them,
so you shall observe to do.

9 Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam, by the way as you
came out of Egypt.

10When you lend your neighbor any kind of loan, you shall not go into his
house to get his pledge.

11 You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you lend shall bring the
pledge outside to you.

12 If he is a poor man, you shall not sleep with his pledge.
13You shall surely restore to him the pledgewhen the sun goes down, that

he may sleep in his garment and bless you. It shall be righteousness to you
before the LORD your God.

14You shall not oppress ahired servantwho is poor andneedy,whetherhe
is one of your brothers or one of the foreigners who are in your land within
your gates.

15 In his day you shall give himhiswages, neither shall the sun go downon
it, for he is poor and sets his heart on it, lest he cry against you to the LORD,
and it be sin to you.

16 The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the
children be put to death for the fathers. Every man shall be put to death for
his own sin.

17You shall not deprive the foreigner or the fatherless of justice, nor take
a widow’s clothing in pledge;

18 but you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the LORD
your God redeemed you there. Therefore I command you to do this thing.

19When you reap your harvest in your field, and have forgotten a sheaf in
the field, you shall not go again to get it. It shall be for the foreigner, for the
fatherless, and for the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hands.

20When you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again.
It shall be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the widow.

21Whenyouharvest your vineyard, you shall not glean it after yourselves.
It shall be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the widow.

22Youshall remember thatyouwereaslave in the landofEgypt. Therefore
I command you to do this thing.

25
1 If there is a controversy between men, and they come to judgment and

the judges judge them, then they shall justify the righteous and condemn the
wicked.

2 It shall be, if the wicked man is worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall
cause him to lie down and to be beaten before his face, according to his
wickedness, by number.

3 He may sentence him to no more than forty stripes. He shall not give
more, lest if he should givemore and beat himmore than thatmany stripes,
then your brother will be degraded in your sight.

4You shall not muzzle the ox when he treads out the grain.
5 If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the

wife of the dead shall not be married outside to a stranger. Her husband’s
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brother shall go in to her, and take her as his wife, and perform the duty of
a husband’s brother to her.

6 It shall be that the firstbornwhom she bears shall succeed in the name of
his brother who is dead, that his name not be blotted out of Israel.

7 If theman doesn’t want to take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife
shall go up to the gate to the elders, and say, “My husband’s brother refuses
to raise up to his brother a name in Israel. He will not perform the duty of a
husband’s brother to me.”

8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak to him. If he stands
and says, “I don’t want to take her,”

9 then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders,
and loose his sandal from off his foot, and spit in his face. She shall answer
and say, “So shall it be done to the man who does not build up his brother’s
house.”

10His name shall be called in Israel, “The house of himwho had his sandal
removed.”

11Whenmen strive against each other, and the wife of one draws near to
deliver her husband out of the hand of him who strikes him, and puts out
her hand, and grabs him by his private parts,

12 then you shall cut off her hand. Your eye shall have no pity.
13You shall not have in your bag diverseweights, one heavy and one light.
14 You shall not have in your house diverse measures, one large and one

small.
15 You shall have a perfect and just weight. You shall have a perfect and

just measure, that your days may be long in the land which the LORD your
God gives you.

16Forallwhodosuch things, allwhodounrighteously, areanabomination
to the LORD your God.

17RememberwhatAmalek did to youby theway as you cameout of Egypt,
18howhemet youby theway, and struck the rearmost of you, allwhowere

feeble behind you, when youwere faint and weary; and he didn’t fear God.
19Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from

all your enemies all around, in the landwhich the LORD your God gives you
for an inheritance to possess it, that you shall blot out thememoryofAmalek
from under the sky. You shall not forget.

26
1 It shall be, when you have come in to the landwhich the LORD your God

gives you for an inheritance, possess it, and dwell in it,
2 that you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which

you shall bring in from your land that the LORD your God gives you. You
shall put it in a basket, and shall go to the place which the LORD your God
shall choose to cause his name to dwell there.

3 You shall come to the priest who shall be in those days, and tell him, “I
profess today to the LORD your God, that I have come to the land which the
LORD swore to our fathers to give us.”

4The priest shall take the basket out of your hand, and set it down before
the LORD your God’s altar.
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5 You shall answer and say before the LORD your God, “My father* was
a Syrian ready to perish. He went down into Egypt, and lived there, few in
number. There he became a great, mighty, and populous nation.

6The Egyptians mistreated us, afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us.
7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers. The LORD heard our

voice, and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand, with an out-

stretched arm, with great terror, with signs, and with wonders;
9 and he has brought us into this place, and has given us this land, a land

flowing withmilk and honey.
10Now, behold, I have brought the first of the fruit of the ground, which

you, the LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your
God, and worship before the LORD your God.

11 You shall rejoice in all the good which the LORD your God has given to
you, and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the foreignerwho is among
you.

12When you have finished tithing all the tithe of your increase in the third
year, which is the year of tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the
foreigner, to the fatherless, and to the widow, that theymay eat within your
gates and be filled.

13You shall saybefore theLORDyourGod, “I haveput away theholy things
out of my house, and also have given them to the Levite, to the foreigner,
to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all your commandment
which you have commanded me. I have not transgressed any of your
commandments, neither have I forgotten them.

14 I have not eaten of it in my mourning, neither have I removed any of it
while I was unclean, nor given of it for the dead. I have listened to the LORD
my God’s voice. I have done according to all that you have commandedme.

15 Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your
people Israel, and the ground which you have given us, as you swore to our
fathers, a land flowing withmilk and honey.”

16 Today the LORD your God commands you to do these statutes and
ordinances. You shall therefore keep and do them with all your heart and
with all your soul.

17You have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that youwould
walk in his ways, keep his statutes, his commandments, and his ordinances,
and listen to his voice.

18 The LORD has declared today that you are a people for his own
possession, as he has promised you, and that you should keep all his
commandments.

19He will make you high above all nations that he has made, in praise, in
name, and in honor, and that you may be a holy people to the LORD your
God, as he has spoken.

27
1Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, “Keep all

the commandment which I command you today.
2 It shall be on the day when you shall pass over the Jordan to the land

which the LORD your God gives you, that you shall set yourself up great
stones, and coat themwith plaster.
* 26:5 or, forefather
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3You shall write on them all the words of this law, when you have passed
over, that you may go in to the land which the LORD your God gives you, a
land flowing withmilk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has
promised you.

4 It shall be, when you have crossed over the Jordan, that you shall set up
these stones, which I commandyou today, onMount Ebal, and you shall coat
themwith plaster.

5 There you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones.
You shall not use any iron tool on them.

6You shall build the LORD your God’s altar of uncut stones. You shall offer
burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God.

7 You shall sacrifice peace offerings, and shall eat there. You shall rejoice
before the LORD your God.

8You shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly.”
9Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel, saying, “Be silent and

listen, Israel! Today you have become the people of the LORD your God.
10 You shall therefore obey the LORD your God’s voice, and do his com-

mandments and his statutes, which I command you today.”
11Moses commanded the people the same day, saying,
12 “These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when you

have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and
Benjamin.

13 These shall stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher,
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

14With a loud voice, the Levites shall say to all the men of Israel,
15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes an engraved or molten image, an

abomination to the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets
it up in secret.’
All the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’
16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father or his mother.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
17 ‘Cursed is he who removes his neighbor’s landmark.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
18 ‘Cursed is he who leads the blind astray on the road.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
19 ‘Cursed is he who withholds justice from the foreigner, fatherless, and

widow.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
20 ‘Cursed is he who lies with* his father’s wife, because he dishonors his

father’s bed.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
21 ‘Cursed is he who lies with any kind of animal.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
22 ‘Cursed ishewho lieswithhis sister, his father’sdaughterorhismother’s

daughter.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
23 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
24 ‘Cursed is he who secretly kills his neighbor.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

* 27:20 i.e., has sexual relations with
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25 ‘Cursed is he who takes a bribe to kill an innocent person.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
26 ‘Cursed is he who doesn’t uphold the words of this law by doing them.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ”

28
1 It shall happen, if you shall listen diligently to the LORDyourGod’s voice,

to observe todoall his commandmentswhich I commandyou today, that the
LORD your Godwill set you high above all the nations of the earth.

2All these blessings will come upon you, and overtake you, if you listen to
the LORD your God’s voice.

3You shall be blessed in the city, and you shall be blessed in the field.
4You shall be blessed in the fruit of your body, the fruit of your ground, the

fruit of your animals, the increase of your livestock, and the young of your
flock.

5Your basket and your kneading trough shall be blessed.
6 You shall be blessed when you come in, and you shall be blessed when

you go out.
7 The LORD will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be struck

before you. Theywill come out against you oneway, andwill flee before you
seven ways.

8TheLORDwill command theblessingonyou inyourbarns, and inall that
youput yourhand to. Hewill bless you in the landwhich theLORDyourGod
gives you.

9The LORDwill establish you for a holy people to himself, as he has sworn
to you, if you shall keep the commandments of the LORDyourGod, andwalk
in his ways.

10All the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the LORD’s
name, and they will be afraid of you.

11The LORDwill grant you abundant prosperity in the fruit of your body,
in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground, in the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.

12The LORD will open to you his good treasure in the sky, to give the rain
of your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You will
lend to many nations, and you will not borrow.

13 The LORD will make you the head, and not the tail. You will be above
only, and you will not be beneath, if you listen to the commandments of the
LORD your Godwhich I command you today, to observe and to do,

14 and shall not turn away from any of the words which I command you
today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

15 But it shall come to pass, if you will not listen to the LORD your God’s
voice, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I
command you today, that all these curses will come on you and overtake
you.

16Youwill be cursed in the city, and you will be cursed in the field.
17Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.
18 The fruit of your body, the fruit of your ground, the increase of your

livestock, and the young of your flock will be cursed.
19Youwill be cursed when you come in, and youwill be cursed when you

go out.
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20TheLORDwill sendonyoucursing, confusion, and rebuke inall that you
put your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly,
because of the evil of your doings, by which you have forsakenme.

21The LORD will make the pestilence cling to you, until he has consumed
you from off the land where you go in to possess it.

22The LORDwill strike youwith consumption, with fever, with inflamma-
tion, with fiery heat, with the sword,with blight, andwithmildew. Theywill
pursue you until you perish.

23 Your sky that is over your head will be bronze, and the earth that is
under you will be iron.

24The LORDwillmake the rain of your land powder and dust. It will come
down on you from the sky, until you are destroyed.

25The LORD will cause you to be struck before your enemies. You will go
out oneway against them, andwill flee sevenways before them. Youwill be
tossed back and forth among all the kingdoms of the earth.

26Your dead bodies will be food to all birds of the sky, and to the animals
of the earth; and there will be no one to frighten them away.

27The LORD will strike you with the boils of Egypt, with the tumors, with
the scurvy, and with the itch, of which you can not be healed.

28 The LORD will strike you with madness, with blindness, and with
astonishment of heart.

29Youwill grope at noonday, as the blind gropes in darkness, and you shall
not prosper in your ways. You will only be oppressed and robbed always,
and there will be no one to save you.

30Youwill betrothawife, andanothermanshall liewithher. Youwill build
a house, and you won’t dwell in it. You will plant a vineyard, and not use its
fruit.

31Your oxwill be slainbefore your eyes, andyouwill not eat anyof it. Your
donkey will be violently taken away from before your face, and will not be
restored to you. Your sheepwill be given to your enemies, and youwill have
no one to save you.

32Your sons andyourdaughterswill be given to another people. Your eyes
will look and fail with longing for them all day long. There will be no power
in your hand.

33A nation which you don’t knowwill eat the fruit of your ground and all
of your work. You will only be oppressed and crushed always,

34 so that the sights that you see with your eyes will drive youmad.
35The LORDwill strike you in the knees and in the legs with a sore boil, of

which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your
head.

36 The LORD will bring you, and your king whom you will set over
yourselves, to anation that youhavenotknown, younoryour fathers. There
you will serve other gods of wood and stone.

37 You will become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all
the peoples where the LORDwill lead you away.

38 You will carry much seed out into the field, and will gather little in, for
the locust will consume it.

39 You will plant vineyards and dress them, but you will neither drink of
the wine, nor harvest, because worms will eat them.
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40 You will have olive trees throughout all your borders, but you won’t
anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives will drop off.

41You will father sons and daughters, but they will not be yours, for they
will go into captivity.

42Locusts will consume all of your trees and the fruit of your ground.
43 The foreigner who is among you will mount up above you higher and

higher, and you will come down lower and lower.
44Hewill lend to you, and youwon’t lend to him. He will be the head, and

youwill be the tail.
45All these curseswill comeonyou, andwill pursue youandovertake you,

until you are destroyed, because you didn’t listen to the LORD your God’s
voice, to keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded
you.

46 They will be for a sign and for a wonder to you and to your offspring
forever.

47 Because you didn’t serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and with
gladness of heart, by reason of the abundance of all things;

48 therefore you will serve your enemies whom the LORD sends against
you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in lack of all things. He will put
an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you.

49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the
end of the earth, as the eagle flies: a nation whose language you will not
understand,

50a nation of fierce facial expressions, that doesn’t respect the elderly, nor
show favor to the young.

51 They will eat the fruit of your livestock and the fruit of your ground,
until you are destroyed. They also won’t leave you grain, new wine, oil, the
increase of your livestock, or the young of your flock, until they have caused
you to perish.

52Theywill besiege you in all your gates until your high and fortifiedwalls
inwhich you trusted comedown throughout all your land. Theywill besiege
you in all your gates throughout all your landwhich the LORD your God has
given you.

53Youwill eat the fruit of your ownbody, theflesh of your sons andof your
daughters, whom the LORD your God has given you, in the siege and in the
distress with which your enemies will distress you.

54Themanwho is tender among you, and very delicate, his eyewill be evil
towardhisbrother, toward thewifewhomhe loves, and toward the remnant
of his children whom he has remaining,

55 so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children whom
hewill eat, because he has nothing left to him, in the siege and in the distress
with which your enemywill distress you in all your gates.

56The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not venture to
set the sole of her foot on the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her
eye will be evil toward the husband that she loves, toward her son, toward
her daughter,

57 toward her young one who comes out from between her feet, and
toward her children whom she bears; for she will eat them secretly for lack
of all things in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy will
distress you in your gates.
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58 If you will not observe to do all the words of this law that are written
in this book, that you may fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD*
your God,

59 then the LORDwillmake your plagues and the plagues of your offspring
fearful, even great plagues, and of long duration, and severe sicknesses, and
of long duration.

60 He will bring on you again all the diseases of Egypt, which you were
afraid of; and they will cling to you.

61Also every sickness and every plaguewhich is notwritten in the book of
this law, the LORDwill bring them on you until you are destroyed.

62Youwill be left few in number, even though youwere as the stars of the
sky for multitude, because you didn’t listen to the LORD your God’s voice.

63 It will happen that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to
multiply you, so the LORD will rejoice over you to cause you to perish and
to destroy you. You will be plucked from the land that you are going in to
possess.

64The LORDwill scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth
to theother endof the earth. There youwill serveother godswhichyouhave
not known, you nor your fathers, even wood and stone.

65Among these nations you will find no ease, and there will be no rest for
the sole of your foot; but the LORD will give you there a trembling heart,
failing of eyes, and pining of soul.

66Your lifewill hang in doubt before you. Youwill be afraid night and day,
and will have no assurance of your life.

67 In the morning you will say, “I wish it were evening!” and at evening
you will say, “I wish it were morning!” for the fear of your heart which you
will fear, and for the sights which your eyes will see.

68TheLORDwill bringyou intoEgyptagainwith ships, by thewayofwhich
I told you that you would never see it again. There youwill offer yourselves
to your enemies for male and female slaves, and nobody will buy you.

29
1These are thewords of the covenantwhich the LORD commandedMoses

to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, in addition to the
covenant which hemade with them in Horeb.

2Moses called to all Israel, and said to them:
Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh,

and to all his servants, and to all his land;
3 the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders.
4But the LORD has not given you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to

hear, to this day.
5 I have led you forty years in thewilderness. Your clothes have not grown

old on you, and your sandals have not grown old on your feet.
6You have not eaten bread, neither have you drunk wine or strong drink,

that youmay know that I am the LORD your God.
7When you came to this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the king

of Bashan came out against us to battle, and we struck them.

* 28:58 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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8We took their land, and gave it for an inheritance to the Reubenites, and
to the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of the Manassites.

9 Therefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, that you may
prosper in all that you do.

10All of you stand today in thepresenceof theLORDyourGod: yourheads,
your tribes, your elders, and your officers, even all the men of Israel,

11your little ones, yourwives, and the foreignerswho are in themiddle of
your camps, from the one who cuts your wood to the one who draws your
water,

12 that youmay enter into the covenant of the LORDyourGod, and into his
oath, which the LORD your Godmakes with you today,

13 that he may establish you today as his people, and that he may be your
God, ashe spoke to youandashe swore to your fathers, toAbraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.

14Neither do I make this covenant and this oath with you only,
15but with those who stand here with us today before the LORD our God,

and also with those who are not here with us today
16 (for you know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came

through themiddle of the nations through which you passed;
17 and you have seen their abominations and their idols of wood, stone,

silver, and gold, which were among them);
18 lest there should be among you man, woman, family, or tribe whose

heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go to serve the gods of
those nations; lest there should be among you a root that produces bitter
poison;

19 and it happen, when he hears the words of this curse, that he bless
himself in his heart, saying, “I shall have peace, though I walk in the
stubbornness of my heart,” to destroy themoist with the dry.

20 The LORD will not pardon him, but then the LORD’s anger and his
jealousywill smoke against thatman, and all the curse that is written in this
book will fall on him, and the LORD will blot out his name from under the
sky.

21 The LORD will set him apart for evil out of all the tribes of Israel,
according to all the curses of the covenant written in this book of the law.

22 The generation to come—your children who will rise up after you, and
the foreigner who will come from a far land—will say, when they see the
plagues of that land, and the sicknesses with which the LORD has made it
sick,

23 that all of its land is sulfur, salt, and burning, that it is not sown,
doesn’t produce, nor does any grass grow in it, like the overthrow of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger,
and in his wrath.

24Even all the nations will say, “Why has the LORD done this to this land?
What does the heat of this great anger mean?”

25Thenmenwill say, “Because they abandoned the covenant of the LORD,
the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them
out of the land of Egypt,

26 and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods that they
didn’t know and that he had not given to them.

27 Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against this land, to bring on it all
the curses that are written in this book.
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28The LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, in wrath, and in great
indignation, and thrust them into another land, as it is today.”

29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God; but the things that are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the
words of this law.

30
1 It shall happen,when all these things have comeon you, the blessing and

thecurse,which Ihavesetbeforeyou, andyoushall call themtomindamong
all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you,

2and return to the LORD your God and obey his voice according to all that
I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with
all your soul,

3 that then the LORD your God will release you from captivity, have
compassion on you, and will return and gather you from all the peoples
where the LORD your God has scattered you.

4 If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of the heavens, from there the
LORD your Godwill gather you, and from there he will bring you back.

5 The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers
possessed, and you will possess it. He will do you good, and increase your
numbers more than your fathers.

6 The LORD your God will circumcise your heart, and the heart of your
offspring, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, that youmay live.

7 The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on
those who hate you, who persecuted you.

8 You shall return and obey the LORD’s voice, and do all his command-
ments which I command you today.

9 The LORD your God will make you prosperous in all the work of your
hand, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit
of your ground, for good; for the LORDwill again rejoice over you for good,
as he rejoiced over your fathers,

10 if you will obey the LORD your God’s voice, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the
LORD your Godwith all your heart and with all your soul.

11For this commandment which I command you today is not too hard for
you or too distant.

12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Whowill go up for us to heaven,
bring it to us, and proclaim it to us, that wemay do it?”

13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will go over the
sea for us, bring it to us, and proclaim it to us, that wemay do it?”

14But the word is very near to you, in your mouth and in your heart, that
youmay do it.

15 Behold, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and
evil.

16For I commandyou today to love the LORDyourGod, towalk inhisways
and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances, that you
may live andmultiply, and that the LORDyourGodmaybless you in the land
where you go in to possess it.

17But if your heart turns away, and youwill not hear, but are drawn away
andworship other gods, and serve them,
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18 I declare to you today that you will surely perish. You will not prolong
your days in the land where you pass over the Jordan to go in to possess it.

19 I call heavenandearth towitnessagainst you today that Ihave setbefore
you life anddeath, theblessing and the curse. Therefore choose life, that you
may live, you and your descendants,

20 to love theLORDyourGod, to obeyhis voice, and to cling tohim; for he is
your life, and the length of your days, that you may dwell in the land which
the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
them.

31
1Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel.
2He said to them, “I amonehundred twenty years old today. I cannomore

go out and come in. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not go over this
Jordan.’

3TheLORDyourGodhimselfwill gooverbefore you. Hewill destroy these
nations from before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshuawill go over
before you, as the LORD has spoken.

4 The LORD will do to them as he did to Sihon and to Og, the kings of the
Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed them.

5 The LORD will deliver them up before you, and you shall do to them
according to all the commandment which I have commanded you.

6Bestrongandcourageous. Don’t beafraidor scaredof them, for theLORD
yourGodhimself iswho goeswith you. Hewill not fail younor forsake you.”

7Moses called to Joshua, and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong
and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land which the
LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them; and you shall cause them to
inherit it.

8 The LORD himself is who goes before you. He will be with you. He will
not fail you nor forsake you. Don’t be afraid. Don’t be discouraged.”

9Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests the sons of Levi, who
bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and to all the elders of Israel.

10Moses commanded them, saying, “At the endof every sevenyears, in the
set time of the year of release, in the feast of booths,

11 when all Israel has come to appear before the LORD your God in the
place which he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their
hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones, and
the foreigners who arewithin your gates, that theymay hear, learn, fear the
LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law,

13 and that their children, who have not known, may hear and learn to
fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land where you go over
the Jordan to possess it.”

14 The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, your days approach that you must
die. Call Joshua, and present yourselves in the Tent of Meeting, that I may
commission him.”
Moses and Joshuawent, and presented themselves in the Tent ofMeeting.
15TheLORDappeared in theTent inapillar of cloud, and thepillar of cloud

stood over the Tent’s door.
16 The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you shall sleep with your fathers.

This people will rise up and play the prostitute after the strange gods of the
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land where they go to be among them, and will forsake me and break my
covenant which I havemade with them.

17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will
forsake them, and Iwill hidemy face from them, and they shall be devoured,
andmany evils and troubles shall come on them; so that theywill say in that
day, ‘Haven’t these evils come on us because our God is not among us?’

18 I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evil which they have
done, in that they have turned to other gods.

19 “Now therefore write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the
children of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness
for me against the children of Israel.

20 For when I have brought them into the land which I swore to their
fathers, flowing with milk and honey, and they have eaten and filled
themselves, andgrown fat, then theywill turn to other gods, and serve them,
and despise me, and breakmy covenant.

21 It will happen, when many evils and troubles have come on them, that
this song will testify before them as a witness; for it will not be forgotten
out of themouths of their descendants; for I know their ways andwhat they
are doing today, before I have brought them into the land which I promised
them.”

22 So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the children of
Israel.

23 He commissioned Joshua the son of Nun, and said, “Be strong and
courageous; for you shall bring the children of Israel into the land which
I swore to them. I will be with you.”

24WhenMoses had finished writing the words of this law in a book, until
they were finished,

25 Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of the LORD’s
covenant, saying,

26 “Take this book of the law, and put it by the side of the ark of the LORD
your God’s covenant, that it may be there for a witness against you.

27 For I know your rebellion and your stiff neck. Behold, while I am yet
alivewith you today, you have been rebellious against the LORD. Howmuch
more after my death?

28Assemble tome all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that Imay
speak thesewords in their ears, and call heaven and earth towitness against
them.

29For I know that after my death you will utterly corrupt yourselves, and
turn away from thewaywhich I have commanded you; and evilwill happen
to you in the latter days, because youwill do that which is evil in the LORD’s
sight, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands.”

30Moses spoke in the ears of all the assembly of Israel the words of this
song, until they were finished.

32
1Give ear, you heavens, and I will speak.

Let the earth hear the words of mymouth.
2My doctrine will drop as the rain.

My speech will condense as the dew,
as themisty rain on the tender grass,
as the showers on the herb.
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3For I will proclaim the LORD’s name.
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4The Rock: his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.
A God of faithfulness who does no wrong,
just and right is he.

5They have dealt corruptly with him.
They are not his children, because of their defect.
They are a perverse and crooked generation.

6 Is this the way you repay the LORD,
foolish and unwise people?

Isn’t he your father who has bought you?
He has made you and established you.

7Remember the days of old.
Consider the years of many generations.

Ask your father, and he will show you;
your elders, and they will tell you.

8When theMost High gave to the nations their inheritance,
when he separated the children of men,

he set the bounds of the peoples
according to the number of the children of Israel.

9For the LORD’s portion is his people.
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

10He found him in a desert land,
in the waste howling wilderness.

He surrounded him.
He cared for him.
He kept him as the apple of his eye.

11As an eagle that stirs up her nest,
that flutters over her young,

he spread abroad his wings,
he took them,
he bore them on his feathers.

12The LORD alone led him.
There was no foreign god with him.

13Hemade him ride on the high places of the earth.
He ate the increase of the field.

He caused him to suck honey out of the rock,
oil out of the flinty rock;

14butter from the herd, andmilk from the flock,
with fat of lambs,
rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,
with the finest of the wheat.
From the blood of the grape, you drank wine.

15But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked.
You have grown fat.
You have grown thick.
You have become sleek.

Then he abandoned Godwhomade him,
and rejected the Rock of his salvation.

16Theymoved him to jealousy with strange gods.
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They provoked him to anger with abominations.
17They sacrificed to demons, not God,

to gods that they didn’t know,
to new gods that came up recently,
which your fathers didn’t dread.

18Of the Rock who became your father, you are unmindful,
and have forgotten Godwho gave you birth.

19The LORD saw and abhorred,
because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters.

20He said, “I will hide my face from them.
I will see what their end will be;

for they are a very perverse generation,
children in whom is no faithfulness.

21They havemovedme to jealousy with that which is not God.
They have provokedme to anger with their vanities.

I will move them to jealousy with those who are not a people.
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

22For a fire is kindled inmy anger,
that burns to the lowest Sheol,*
devours the earth with its increase,
and sets the foundations of themountains on fire.

23 “I will heap evils on them.
I will spendmy arrows on them.

24They shall be wasted with hunger,
and devoured with burning heat
and bitter destruction.

I will send the teeth of animals on them,
with the venom of vipers that glide in the dust.

25Outside the sword will bereave,
and in the rooms,
terror on both youngman and virgin,
the nursing infant with the gray-hairedman.

26 I said that I would scatter them afar.
I wouldmake their memory to cease from amongmen;

27were it not that I feared the provocation of the enemy,
lest their adversaries should judge wrongly,
lest they should say, ‘Our hand is exalted;
the LORD has not done all this.’ ”

28For they are a nation void of counsel.
There is no understanding in them.

29Oh that they were wise, that they understood this,
that they would consider their latter end!

30How could one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,

unless their Rock had sold them,
and the LORD had delivered them up?

31For their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemies themselves concede.

32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,
* 32:22 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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of the fields of Gomorrah.
Their grapes are poison grapes.

Their clusters are bitter.
33Their wine is the poison of serpents,

the cruel venom of asps.

34 “Isn’t this laid up in store withme,
sealed up amongmy treasures?

35Vengeance is mine, and recompense,
at the time when their foot slides,

for the day of their calamity is at hand.
Their doom rushes at them.”

36For the LORDwill judge his people,
and have compassion on his servants,

when he sees that their power is gone,
that there is no one remaining, shut up or left at large.

37Hewill say, “Where are their gods,
the rock in which they took refuge,

38which ate the fat of their sacrifices,
and drank the wine of their drink offering?

Let them rise up and help you!
Let them be your protection.

39 “See now that I myself am he.
There is no god withme.

I kill and I make alive.
I wound and I heal.
There is no one who can deliver out of my hand.

40For I lift upmy hand to heaven and declare,
as I live forever,

41 if I sharpenmy glittering sword,
my hand grasps it in judgment;

I will take vengeance onmy adversaries,
and will repay those who hate me.

42 I will makemy arrows drunk with blood.
My sword shall devourfleshwith the blood of the slain and the captives,
from the head of the leaders of the enemy.”

43Rejoice, you nations, with his people,
for he will avenge the blood of his servants.
He will take vengeance on his adversaries,
and will make atonement for his land and for his people.†

44Moses cameandspokeall thewordsof this song in theears of thepeople,
he and Joshua the son of Nun.

45Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel.

† 32:43 For thisverse, LXXreads: Rejoice, youheavens,withhim, and letall theangelsofGodworship
him; rejoice you Gentiles, with his people, and let all the sons of God strengthen themselves in him;
for he will avenge the blood of his sons, and he will render vengeance, and recompense justice to his
enemies, and will reward them that hate him; and the Lord shall purge the land of his people.
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46He said to them, “Set your heart to all the words which I testify to you
today, which you shall command your children to observe to do, all the
words of this law.

47 For it is no vain thing for you, because it is your life, and through this
thing you shall prolong your days in the land, where you go over the Jordan
to possess it.”

48The LORD spoke to Moses that same day, saying,
49 “Go up into this mountain of Abarim, to Mount Nebo, which is in the

land ofMoab, that is across from Jericho; and see the land of Canaan, which
I give to the children of Israel for a possession.

50Die on the mountain where you go up, and be gathered to your people,
as Aaron your brother died onMount Hor, and was gathered to his people;

51 because you trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the
waters of Meribah of Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because you didn’t
upholdmy holiness among the children of Israel.

52For you shall see the land fromadistance; but you shall not go there into
the land which I give the children of Israel.”

33
1This is theblessingwithwhichMoses themanofGodblessed the children

of Israel before his death.
2He said,

“The LORD came from Sinai,
and rose from Seir to them.

He shone fromMount Paran.
He came from the ten thousands of holy ones.
At his right handwas a fiery law for them.*

3Yes, he loves the people.
All his saints are in your hand.
They sat down at your feet.
Each receives your words.

4Moses commanded us a law,
an inheritance for the assembly of Jacob.

5Hewas king in Jeshurun,
when the heads of the people were gathered,
all the tribes of Israel together.

6 “Let Reuben live, and not die;
Nor let his men be few.”

7This is for Judah. He said,
“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah.

Bring him in to his people.
With his hands he contended for himself.

You shall be a help against his adversaries.”
8About Levi he said,

“Your Thummim and your Urim are with your godly one,
whom you proved at Massah,
with whom you contended at the waters of Meribah.

9He said of his father, and of his mother, ‘I have not seen him.’
* 33:2 another manuscript reads “He came with myriads of holy ones from the south, from his
mountain slopes.”
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He didn’t acknowledge his brothers,
nor did he know his own children;

for they have observed your word,
and keep your covenant.

10They shall teach Jacob your ordinances,
and Israel your law.

They shall put incense before you,
and whole burnt offering on your altar.

11LORD, bless his skills.
Accept the work of his hands.

Strike through the hips of those who rise up against him,
of those who hate him, that they not rise again.”

12About Benjamin he said,
“The beloved of the LORDwill dwell in safety by him.

He covers him all day long.
He dwells between his shoulders.”

13About Joseph he said,
“His land is blessed by the LORD,

for the precious things of the heavens, for the dew,
for the deep that couches beneath,

14 for the precious things of the fruits of the sun,
for the precious things that themoon can yield,

15 for the best things of the ancient mountains,
for the precious things of the everlasting hills,

16 for the precious things of the earth and its fullness,
the good will of himwho lived in the bush.†

Let this come on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of himwhowas separated from his brothers.

17Majesty belongs to the firstborn of his herd.
His horns are the horns of the wild ox.
With them hewill push all the peoples to the ends of the earth.

They are the ten thousands of Ephraim.
They are the thousands of Manasseh.”

18About Zebulun he said,
“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out;

and Issachar, in your tents.
19They will call the peoples to themountain.

There they will offer sacrifices of righteousness,
for they will draw out the abundance of the seas,

the hidden treasures of the sand.”
20About Gad he said,

“Hewho enlarges Gad is blessed.
He dwells as a lioness,
and tears the arm and the crown of the head.

21He provided the first part for himself,
for the lawgiver’s portion was reserved for him.

He camewith the heads of the people.
He executed the righteousness of the LORD,
His ordinances with Israel.”

† 33:16 i.e., the burning bush of Exodus 3:3-4.
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22About Dan he said,
“Dan is a lion’s cub

that leaps out of Bashan.”
23About Naphtali he said,

“Naphtali, satisfied with favor,
full of the LORD’s blessing,
Possess the west and the south.”

24About Asher he said,
“Asher is blessed with children.

Let him be acceptable to his brothers.
Let him dip his foot in oil.

25Your bars will be iron and bronze.
As your days, so your strength will be.

26 “There is no one like God, Jeshurun,
who rides on the heavens for your help,
in his excellency on the skies.

27The eternal God is your dwelling place.
Underneath are the everlasting arms.

He thrust out the enemy from before you,
and said, ‘Destroy!’

28 Israel dwells in safety,
the fountain of Jacob alone,

In a land of grain and newwine.
Yes, his heavens drop down dew.

29You are happy, Israel!
Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD,
the shield of your help,
the sword of your excellency?

Your enemies will submit themselves to you.
You will tread on their high places.”

34
1 Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of

Pisgah, that is opposite Jericho. The LORD showed him all the land of Gilead
to Dan,

2and all Naphtali, and the land of EphraimandManasseh, and all the land
of Judah, to theWestern Sea,

3and the south,* and thePlainof thevalleyof Jericho the city of palm trees,
to Zoar.

4 The LORD said to him, “This is the land which I swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have caused you
to see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.”

5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab,
according to the LORD’s word.

6He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth Peor, but
noman knows where his tomb is to this day.

7Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died. His eye was not
dim, nor his strength gone.

* 34:3 or, Negev
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8 The children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days,
until the days of weeping in themourning for Moses were ended.

9 Joshua the son of Nunwas full of the spirit of wisdom, forMoses had laid
his hands onhim. The children of Israel listened to him, anddid as the LORD
commandedMoses.

10Since then, there has not arisen aprophet in Israel likeMoses,whom the
LORD knew face to face,

11 in all the signs and the wonders which the LORD sent him to do in the
land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,

12 and in all the mighty hand, and in all the awesome deeds, which Moses
did in the sight of all Israel.
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The Book of
Joshua

1Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD,* the LORD spoke
to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying,

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go across this Jordan,
you and all these people, to the land which I am giving to them, even to the
children of Israel.

3 I have given you every place that the sole of your foot will tread on, as I
told Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even to the great river, the river
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the great sea toward the going
down of the sun, shall be your border.

5Nomanwill be able to stand before you all the days of your life. As I was
withMoses, so I will be with you. I will not fail you nor forsake you.

6 “Be strong and courageous; for you shall cause this people to inherit the
land which I swore to their fathers to give them.

7 Only be strong and very courageous. Be careful to observe to do
according to all the law which Moses my servant commanded you. Don’t
turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success
wherever you go.

8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all
that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then
you shall have good success.

9Haven’t I commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Don’t be afraid.
Don’t be dismayed, for the LORD your God† is with you wherever you go.”

10Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,
11 “Pass through themiddle of the camp, and command the people, saying,

‘Prepare food; forwithin three days you are to pass over this Jordan, to go in
to possess the land which the LORD your God gives you to possess.’ ”

12 Joshua spoke to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half-tribe
of Manasseh, saying,

13“Remember thewordwhichMoses the servantof theLORDcommanded
you, saying, ‘The LORD your God gives you rest, and will give you this land.

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall live in the land
which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan; but you shall pass over before
your brothers armed, all the mighty men of valor, and shall help them

15 until the LORD has given your brothers rest, as he has given you, and
they have also possessed the land which the LORD your God gives them.
Then you shall return to the land of your possession and possess it, which
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the
sunrise.’ ”

16Theyanswered Joshua, saying, “All thatyouhavecommandeduswewill
do, and wherever you send us wewill go.
* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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17 Just as we listened to Moses in all things, so will we listen to you. Only
may the LORD your God be with you, as he was withMoses.

18Whoever rebels against your commandment, and doesn’t listen to your
words in all that you command him shall himself be put to death. Only be
strong and courageous.”

2
1 Joshua the son of Nun secretly sent two men out of Shittim as spies,

saying, “Go, view the land, including Jericho.” They went and came into the
house of a prostitute whose namewas Rahab, and slept there.

2The king of Jerichowas told, “Behold,*men of the children of Israel came
in here tonight to spy out the land.”

3 Jericho’s king sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come
to you, who have entered into your house; for they have come to spy out all
the land.”

4Thewoman took the twomen andhid them. Then she said, “Yes, themen
came tome, but I didn’t knowwhere they came from.

5About the timeof the shuttingof the gate,when itwasdark, themenwent
out. Where themenwent, I don’t know. Pursue themquickly. Youmay catch
up with them.”

6 But she had brought them up to the roof, and hidden them under the
stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the roof.

7Themen pursued them along theway to the fords of the Jordan River. As
soon as those who pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate.

8Before they had lain down, she came up to them on the roof.
9 She said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and

that the fear of youhas fallenuponus, and that all the inhabitants of the land
melt away before you.

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea
before you, when you came out of Egypt; and what you did to the two kings
of theAmorites, whowere beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and toOg,whomyou
utterly destroyed.

11Assoonaswehadheard it, ourheartsmelted, and therewasn’t anymore
spirit inanyman, becauseofyou: for theLORDyourGod, he isGod inheaven
above, and on earth beneath.

12Nowtherefore, please swear tomeby theLORD, since Ihavedealt kindly
with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me
a true sign;

13and that you will save alive my father, mymother, my brothers, andmy
sisters, and all that they have, and will deliver our lives from death.”

14 The men said to her, “Our life for yours, if you don’t talk about this
business of ours; and it shall be, when the LORD gives us the land, that we
will deal kindly and truly with you.”

15 Then she let them down by a cord through the window; for her house
was on the side of the wall, and she lived on the wall.

16 She said to them, “Go to the mountain, lest the pursuers find you. Hide
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers have returned. Afterward,
youmay go your way.”
* 2:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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17Themen said to her, “Wewill be guiltless of this your oathwhich you’ve
made us to swear.

18Behold, whenwe come into the land, tie this line of scarlet thread in the
window which you used to let us down. Gather to yourself into the house
your father, yourmother, your brothers, and all your father’s household.

19 It shall be that whoever goes out of the doors of your house into the
street, his blood will be on his head, and we will be guiltless. Whoever is
with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand is on him.

20 But if you talk about this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless of
your oath which you’vemade us to swear.”

21 She said, “Let it be as you have said.” She sent them away, and they
departed. Then she tied the scarlet line in the window.

22Theywent and came to themountain, and stayed there three days, until
the pursuers had returned. The pursuers sought them all along theway, but
didn’t find them.

23 Then the two men returned, descended from the mountain, crossed
the river, and came to Joshua the son of Nun. They told him all that had
happened to them.

24They said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has delivered all the land into our
hands. Moreover, all the inhabitants of the landmelt away before us.”

3
1 Joshua got up early in the morning; and they moved from Shittim and

came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel. They camped there
before they crossed over.

2After three days, the officers went through themiddle of the camp;
3 and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the

LORD your God’s covenant, and the Levitical priests bearing it, then leave
your place and follow it.

4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it of about two thousand
cubits* by measure—don’t come closer to it—that you may know the way by
which youmust go; for you have not passed this way before.”

5 Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the LORD
will do wonders among you.”

6 Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and
cross over before the people.” They took up the ark of the covenant, and
went before the people.

7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to magnify you in the sight
of all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, so I will be with
you.

8You shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying,
‘When you come to the brink of thewaters of the Jordan, you shall stand still
in the Jordan.’ ”

9 Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of
the LORD your God.”

10 Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you,
and that he will without fail drive the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the
Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite out from before you.

* 3:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters, so 2,000 cubits is about 920meters.
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11Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord† of all the earth passes over
before you into the Jordan.

12Now therefore take twelvemen out of the tribes of Israel, for every tribe
aman.

13 It shall be that when the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark
of GOD,‡ the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the
waters of the Jordanwill be cut off. The waters that come down from above
shall stand in one heap.”

14When the people moved from their tents to pass over the Jordan, the
priests who bore the ark of the covenant being before the people,

15 and when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet
of the priests who bore the ark had dipped in the edge of the water (for the
Jordan overflows all its banks all the time of harvest),

16 thewaterswhich camedown fromabove stood, and rose up in oneheap
a greatwayoff, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those thatwent
down toward the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt Sea, were wholly cut off.
Then the people passed over near Jericho.

17 The priests who bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant stood firm on dry
ground in themiddleof the Jordan; andall Israel crossedoverondryground,
until all the nation had passed completely over the Jordan.

4
1When all the nation had completely crossed over the Jordan, the LORD

spoke to Joshua, saying,
2 “Take twelvemen out of the people, a man out of every tribe,
3 and command them, saying, ‘Take from out of the middle of the Jordan,

out of the place where the priests’ feet stood firm, twelve stones, carry them
over with you, and lay them down in the place where you’ll camp tonight.’ ”

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had prepared of the
children of Israel, a man out of every tribe.

5 Joshua said to them, “Cross before the ark of the LORD your God into the
middle of the Jordan, and each of you pick up a stone and put it on your
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel;

6 that this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask in the
future, saying, ‘What do youmean by these stones?’

7 then you shall tell them, ‘Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off
before the ark of the LORD’s covenant. When it crossed over the Jordan, the
waters of the Jordanwere cut off. These stones shall be for amemorial to the
children of Israel forever.’ ”

8 The children of Israel did as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve
stones out of the middle of the Jordan, as the LORD spoke to Joshua,
according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel. They carried
them over with them to the place where they camped, and laid them down
there.

9 Joshuasetup twelve stones in themiddleof the Jordan, in theplacewhere
the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant stood; and they are
there to this day.
† 3:11 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 3:13 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced
Yahweh).
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10 For the priests who bore the ark stood in the middle of the Jordan until
everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to speak to the
people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua; and the people
hurried and passed over.

11 When all the people had completely crossed over, the LORD’s ark
crossed over with the priests in the presence of the people.

12 The children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh crossed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spoke
to them.

13About forty thousandmen, readyandarmed forwar, passedoverbefore
the LORD to battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14 On that day, the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and
they feared him, as they fearedMoses, all the days of his life.

15The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,
16 “Command the priestswho bear the ark of the covenant, that they come

up out of the Jordan.”
17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, “Come up out of the

Jordan!”
18When the priests who bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant had come up

out of the middle of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet had been
lifted up to the dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place,
and went over all its banks, as before.

19Thepeople cameupout of the Jordanon the tenth day of thefirstmonth,
and encamped in Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho.

20 Joshua set up those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, in
Gilgal.

21He spoke to the children of Israel, saying, “Whenyour children ask their
fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean?’

22 Then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel came over this
Jordan on dry land.

23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan from before
you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea,
which he dried up from before us, until we had crossed over,

24 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD’s hand is
mighty, and that youmay fear the LORD your God forever.’ ”

5
1When all the kings of the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan west-

ward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard how
the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of
Israel until we had crossed over, their heart melted, and there was no more
spirit in them, because of the children of Israel.

2At that time, the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives, and circumcise
again the sons of Israel the second time.”

3 Joshua made himself flint knives, and circumcised the sons of Israel at
the hill of the foreskins.

4This is the reason Joshua circumcised them: all the peoplewho came out
of Egypt, who were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness
along the way, after they came out of Egypt.
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5For all thepeoplewho cameoutwere circumcised; but all thepeoplewho
were born in thewilderness along theway as they cameout of Egypt hadnot
been circumcised.

6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness until all
the nation, even the men of war who came out of Egypt, were consumed,
because they didn’t listen to the LORD’s voice. The LORD swore to them that
hewouldn’t let them see the landwhich the LORD swore to their fathers that
he would give us, a land flowing withmilk and honey.

7 Their children, whom he raised up in their place, were circumcised by
Joshua, for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised
them on the way.

8When theyweredone circumcising thewholenation, they stayed in their
places in the camp until they were healed.

9TheLORDsaid to Joshua, “Today Ihave rolledaway the reproachofEgypt
from you.” Therefore the name of that place was called Gilgal* to this day.

10The children of Israel encamped inGilgal. They kept the Passover on the
fourteenth day of themonth at evening in the plains of Jericho.

11They ate unleavened cakes andparched grain of the produce of the land
on the next day after the Passover, in the same day.

12The manna ceased on the next day, after they had eaten of the produce
of the land. The children of Israel didn’t havemanna anymore, but they ate
of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, amanstood in frontofhimwithhis sworddrawninhishand. Joshua
went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our enemies?”

14He said, “No; but I have come now as commander of the LORD’s army.”
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and worshiped, and asked him, “What

does my lord say to his servant?”
15Theprince of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take offyour sandals, for

the place on which you stand is holy.” Joshua did so.

6
1Now Jerichowas tightly shut up because of the children of Israel. No one

went out, and no one came in.
2 The LORD said to Joshua, “Behold, I have given Jericho into your hand,

with its king and themighty men of valor.
3All of yourmen ofwar shallmarch around the city, going around the city

once. You shall do this six days.
4Sevenpriests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’hornsbefore theark. On

the seventhday, you shallmarcharound the city seven times, and thepriests
shall blow the trumpets.

5 It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and
when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a
great shout; then the city wall will fall down flat, and the people shall go up,
everyman straight in front of him.”

6 Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said to them, “Take up the
arkof the covenant, and let sevenpriests bear seven trumpets of rams’horns
before the LORD’s ark.”
* 5:9 “Gilgal” sounds like the Hebrew for “roll.”
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7 They said to the people, “Advance! March around the city, and let the
armedmen pass on before the LORD’s ark.”

8 It was so, that when Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD advanced and
blew the trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them.

9The armedmenwent before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the
ark went after them. The trumpets sounded as they went.

10 Joshua commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout nor let your
voice be heard, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth until the
day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.”

11So he caused the LORD’s ark to go around the city, circling it once. Then
they came into the camp, and stayed in the camp.

12 Joshua rose early in themorning, and thepriests tookup theLORD’s ark.
13 The seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns in front

of the LORD’s ark went on continually, and blew the trumpets. The armed
men went in front of them. The rear guard came after the LORD’s ark. The
trumpets sounded as they went.

14 The second day they marched around the city once, and returned into
the camp. They did this six days.

15 On the seventh day, they rose early at the dawning of the day, and
marched around the city in the sameway seven times. On this day only they
marched around the city seven times.

16At the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to
the people, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city!

17 The city shall be devoted, even it and all that is in it, to the LORD. Only
Rahab the prostitute shall live, she and all who are with her in the house,
because she hid themessengers that we sent.

18Butas for you, onlykeepyourselves fromwhat is devoted todestruction,
lest when you have devoted it, you take of the devoted thing; so you would
make the camp of Israel accursed and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, gold, and vessels of bronze and iron are holy to the
LORD. They shall come into the LORD’s treasury.”

20 So the people shouted and the priests blew the trumpets. When the
people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city,
everyman straight in front of him, and they took the city.

21 They utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman,
both young and old, and ox, sheep, and donkey, with the edge of the sword.

22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the
prostitute’s house, and bring thewoman and all that she has out from there,
as you swore to her.”

23 The young men who were spies went in, and brought out Rahab with
her father, hermother, her brothers, and all that she had. They also brought
out all of her relatives, and they set them outside of the camp of Israel.

24 They burned the city with fire, and all that was in it. Only they put the
silver, the gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron into the treasury of the
LORD’s house.

25 But Rahab the prostitute, her father’s household, and all that she had,
Joshua saved alive. She lives in the middle of Israel to this day, because she
hid themessengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.
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26 Joshua commanded them with an oath at that time, saying, “Cursed is
the man before the LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho. With
the loss of his firstborn he will lay its foundation, and with the loss of his
youngest son he will set up its gates.”

27 So the LORDwas with Joshua; and his famewas in all the land.

7
1But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the devoted things; for

Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, took some of the devoted things. Therefore the LORD’s anger burned
against the children of Israel.

2 Joshua sentmen from Jericho toAi,which is besideBethAven, on the east
side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the land.”
Themenwent up and spied out Ai.
3They returned to Joshua, and said to him, “Don’t let all the people go up,

but let about two or three thousandmen go up and strike Ai. Don’t make all
the people to toil there, for there are only a few of them.”

4 So about three thousand men of the people went up there, and they fled
before themen of Ai.

5 The men of Ai struck about thirty-six men of them. They chased them
from before the gate even to Shebarim, and struck them at the descent. The
hearts of the people melted, and became like water.

6 Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on his face before the LORD’s
ark until the evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their
heads.

7 Joshua said, “Alas, Lord GOD,why have you brought this people over the
Jordanatall, todeliverus into thehandof theAmorites, to causeus toperish?
I wish that we had been content and lived beyond the Jordan!

8Oh, Lord, what shall I say, after Israel has turned their backs before their
enemies?

9For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and
will surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. What will you do for
your great name?”

10The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Whyhave you fallen on your face like
that?

11 Israel has sinned. Yes, they have even transgressedmy covenant which
I commanded them. Yes, they have even taken some of the devoted things,
and have also stolen, and also deceived. They have even put it among their
own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Israel can’t stand before their enemies. They
turn their backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted
for destruction. I will not be with you any more, unless you destroy the
devoted things from among you.

13Get up! Sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow,
for the LORD, the God of Israel, says, “There is a devoted thing among
you, Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the
devoted thing from among you.”

14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. It
shall be that the tribe which the LORD selects shall come near by families.
The family which the LORD selects shall come near by households. The
household which the LORD selects shall come near man byman.
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15 It shall be, that he who is taken with the devoted thing shall be burned
with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the LORD’s
covenant, and because he has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ”

16So Joshua rose up early in themorning and brought Israel near by their
tribes. The tribe of Judah was selected.

17He brought near the family of Judah, and he selected the family of the
Zerahites. He brought near the family of the Zerahites man by man, and
Zabdi was selected.

18 He brought near his household man by man, and Achan, the son of
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was selected.

19 Joshua said to Achan, “My son, please give glory to the LORD, the God of
Israel, andmake confession to him. Tell me nowwhat you have done! Don’t
hide it fromme!”

20Achananswered Joshua, andsaid, “I have truly sinnedagainst theLORD,
the God of Israel, and this is what I have done.

21 When I saw among the plunder a beautiful Babylonian robe, two
hundred shekels* of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, then
I coveted them and took them. Behold, they are hidden in the ground in the
middle of my tent, with the silver under it.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent. Behold, it was
hidden in his tent, with the silver under it.

23They took them from themiddle of the tent, and brought them to Joshua
and to all the children of Israel. They laid them down before the LORD.

24 Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver,
the robe, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his cattle, his donkeys,
his sheep, his tent, andall thathehad; and theybrought themup to thevalley
of Achor.

25 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you
today.” All Israel stoned him with stones, and they burned them with fire
and stoned themwith stones.

26They raised over hima great heap of stones that remains to this day. The
LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Therefore the name of that
place was called “The valley of Achor” to this day.

8
1 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid, and don’t be dismayed. Take

all the warriors with you, and arise, go up to Ai. Behold, I have given into
your hand the king of Ai, with his people, his city, and his land.

2You shall do to Ai and her king as you did to Jericho and her king, except
you shall take its goods and its livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush for
the city behind it.”

3 So Joshua arose, with all the warriors, to go up to Ai. Joshua chose thirty
thousandmen, themighty men of valor, and sent them out by night.

4He commanded them, saying, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against
the city, behind the city. Don’t go very far from the city, but all of you be
ready.

5 I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. It shall
happen,when theycomeoutagainstus, asat thefirst, thatwewillfleebefore
them.
* 7:21 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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6 They will come out after us until we have drawn them away from the
city; for they will say, ‘They flee before us, like the first time.’ So we will flee
before them,

7 and you shall rise up from the ambush, and take possession of the city;
for the LORD your Godwill deliver it into your hand.

8 It shall be,whenyouhave seized the city, that you shall set the city onfire.
You shall do this according to the LORD’s word. Behold, I have commanded
you.”

9 Joshua sent them out; and they went to set up the ambush, and stayed
between Bethel and Ai on the west side of Ai; but Joshua stayed among the
people that night.

10 Joshua rose up early in themorning, mustered the people, andwent up,
he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11 All the people, even the men of war who were with him, went up and
came near, and came before the city and encamped on the north side of Ai.
Now there was a valley between him and Ai.

12 He took about five thousand men, and set them in ambush between
Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city.

13So they set thepeople, evenall the armywhowason thenorthof the city,
and their ambush on thewest of the city; and Joshuawent that night into the
middle of the valley.

14When the king of Ai saw it, they hurried and rose up early, and themen
of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at the time
appointed, before the Arabah; but he didn’t know that therewas an ambush
against him behind the city.

15 Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled
by the way of the wilderness.

16All the people who were in the city were called together to pursue after
them. They pursued Joshua, and were drawn away from the city.

17 There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who didn’t go out after Israel.
They left the city open, and pursued Israel.

18 The LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand
toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand.”
Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city.
19The ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he

hadstretchedouthishandandentered into thecityand took it. Theyhurried
and set the city on fire.

20 When the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold, the
smoke of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this
way or that way. The people who fled to the wilderness turned back on the
pursuers.

21When Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and
that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned back and killed the
men of Ai.

22The others came out of the city against them, so theywere in themiddle
of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. They struck them, so that
they let none of them remain or escape.

23They captured the king of Ai alive, and brought him to Joshua.
24When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in

the wilderness in which they pursued them, and they had all fallen by the



Joshua 8:25 301 Joshua 9:7

edge of the sword until they were consumed, all Israel returned to Ai and
struck it with the edge of the sword.

25 All that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand,
even all the people of Ai.

26 For Joshua didn’t draw back his hand, with which he stretched out the
javelin, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.

27 Israel took for themselves only the livestock and the goods of that city,
according to the LORD’s word which he commanded Joshua.

28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, even a desolation, to
this day.

29Hehanged the king ofAi on a tree until the evening. At sundown, Joshua
commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it at the
entrance of the gate of the city, and raised a great heap of stones on it that
remains to this day.

30Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, onMount Ebal,
31asMoses the servant of theLORDcommanded the childrenof Israel, as it

is written in the book of the law ofMoses: an altar of uncut stones, onwhich
no one had lifted up any iron. They offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD
and sacrificed peace offerings.

32Hewrote there on the stones a copy ofMoses’ law,which hewrote in the
presence of the children of Israel.

33 All Israel, with their elders, officers, and judges, stood on both sides
of the ark before the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of the LORD’s
covenant, the foreigner as well as the native; half of them in front of Mount
Gerizim, and half of them in front ofMount Ebal, asMoses the servant of the
LORDhadcommandedat thefirst, that they shouldbless thepeople of Israel.

34Afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse,
according to all that is written in the book of the law.

35Therewas not aword of all thatMoses commandedwhich Joshua didn’t
read before all the assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and
the foreigners whowere among them.

9
1When all the kings who were beyond the Jordan, in the hill country, and

in the lowland, and on all the shore of the great sea in front of Lebanon, the
Hittite, theAmorite, theCanaanite, thePerizzite, theHivite, and the Jebusite,
heard of it

2 they gathered themselves together to fight with Joshua and with Israel,
with one accord.

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to
Jericho and to Ai,

4 they also resorted to a ruse, and went and made as if they had been
ambassadors, and took old sacks on their donkeys, and old, torn-up and
bound upwine skins,

5andold andpatched sandals on their feet, andwore old garments. All the
bread of their food supply was dry andmoldy.

6Theywent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, and said to himand to themen
of Israel, “Wehave come froma far country. Now thereforemakea covenant
with us.”

7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites, “What if you live among us? How
could wemake a covenant with you?”
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8They said to Joshua, “We are your servants.”
Joshua said to them, “Who are you? Where do you come from?”
9 They said to him, “Your servants have come from a very far country

because of the name of the LORD* your God; for we have heard of his fame,
all that he did in Egypt,

10 and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond
the Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon and to Og king of Bashan, who was at
Ashtaroth.

11 Our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying,
‘Take supplies in your hand for the journey, and go tomeet them. Tell them,
“We are your servants. Nowmake a covenant with us.” ’

12This our breadwe took hot for our supplies out of our houses on the day
wewent out to go to you; but now, behold, it is dry, and has becomemoldy.

13These wine skins, whichwe filled, were new; and behold, they are torn.
These our garments and our sandals have become old because of the very
long journey.”

14 The men sampled their provisions, and didn’t ask counsel from the
LORD’s mouth.

15 Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them, to let
them live. The princes of the congregation swore to them.

16At the end of three days after they hadmade a covenantwith them, they
heard that they were their neighbors, and that they lived among them.

17The children of Israel traveled and came to their cities on the third day.
Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim.

18 The children of Israel didn’t strike them, because the princes of the
congregation had sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel. All the
congregationmurmured against the princes.

19But all the princes said to all the congregation, “Wehave sworn to them
by the LORD, the God of Israel. Now therefore wemay not touch them.

20We will do this to them, and let them live; lest wrath be on us, because
of the oath which we swore to them.”

21The princes said to them, “Let them live.” So they became wood cutters
and drawers of water for all the congregation, as the princes had spoken to
them.

22 Joshua called for them, and he spoke to them, saying, “Why have you
deceived us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you live among us?

23 Now therefore you are cursed, and some of you will never fail to be
slaves, both wood cutters and drawers of water for the house of my God.”

24They answered Joshua, and said, “Because your servantswere certainly
told how the LORD your God commanded his servant Moses to give you
all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you.
Therefore we were very afraid for our lives because of you, and have done
this thing.

25Now, behold, we are in your hand. Do to us as it seems good and right to
you to do.”

26He did so to them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of
Israel, so that they didn’t kill them.

* 9:9 LORDorGOD inall caps is fromtheHebrewיהוהYahwehexceptwhenotherwisenotedasbeing
from the short form יה Yah.
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27That day Joshua made themwood cutters and drawers of water for the
congregation and for the LORD’s altar to this day, in the place which he
should choose.

10
1Now when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken

Ai, andhadutterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho andher king, so he
had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made
peace with Israel, and were among them,

2 theywere very afraid, becauseGibeonwas a great city, as oneof the royal
cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its menweremighty.

3Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent toHohamking of Hebron,
Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon,
saying,

4 “Come up to me and help me. Let’s strike Gibeon; for they have made
peace with Joshua andwith the children of Israel.”

5Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon,
gathered themselves together and went up, they and all their armies, and
encamped against Gibeon, andmade war against it.

6 The men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Don’t
abandon your servants! Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us; for
all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the hill country have gathered
together against us.”

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and the whole army with him,
including all the mighty men of valor.

8The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t fear them, for I have delivered them into
your hands. Not a man of themwill stand before you.”

9 Joshua therefore came to them suddenly. He marched from Gilgal all
night.

10 The LORD confused them before Israel. He killed them with a great
slaughteratGibeon, andchased themby thewayof theascentofBethHoron,
and struck them to Azekah and toMakkedah.

11As they fled from before Israel, while they were at the descent of Beth
Horon, the LORDhurled down great stones from the sky on them to Azekah,
and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than those
whom the children of Israel killed with the sword.

12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up
theAmorites before the children of Israel. He said in the sight of Israel, “Sun,
stand still on Gibeon! You, moon, stop in the valley of Aijalon!”

13 The sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the nation had avenged
themselves of their enemies. Isn’t thiswritten in thebookof Jashar? The sun
stayed in the middle of the sky, and didn’t hurry to go down about a whole
day.

14There was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD listened to
the voice of a man; for the LORD fought for Israel.

15 Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp to Gilgal.
16These five kings fled, and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah.
17 Joshua was told, saying, “The five kings have been found, hidden in the

cave at Makkedah.”
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18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones to cover the cave’s entrance, and set men
by it to guard them;

19 but don’t stay there. Pursue your enemies, and attack them from the
rear. Don’t allow them to enter into their cities; for the LORD your God has
delivered them into your hand.”

20When Joshua and the children of Israel had finished killing them with
a very great slaughter until they were consumed, and the remnant which
remained of them had entered into the fortified cities,

21 all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace.
Nonemoved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the cave entrance, and bring those five kings
out of the cave to me.”

23They did so, and brought those five kings out of the cave to him: the king
of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish,
and the king of Eglon.

24When they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the
men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of war who went with him,
“Come near. Put your feet on the necks of these kings.”
They came near, and put their feet on their necks.
25 Joshua said to them, “Don’t be afraid, nor be dismayed. Be strong and

courageous, for the LORDwill do this to all your enemies against whom you
fight.”

26Afterward Joshua struck them, put them to death, and hanged them on
five trees. They were hanging on the trees until the evening.

27At the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and they
took them down off the trees, and threw them into the cave in which they
had hidden themselves, and laid great stones on the mouth of the cave,
which remain to this very day.

28 Joshua took Makkedah on that day, and struck it with the edge of the
sword, with its king. He utterly destroyed it and all the souls whowere in it.
He left no one remaining. He did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to
the king of Jericho.

29 Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah, and
fought against Libnah.

30 The LORD delivered it also, with its king, into the hand of Israel. He
struck it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls who were in it. He
left no one remaining in it. He did to its king as he had done to the king of
Jericho.

31 Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish, and
encamped against it, and fought against it.

32 The LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel. He took it on the
second day, and struck it with the edge of the sword, with all the souls who
were in it, according to all that he had done to Libnah.

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua struck
him and his people, until he had left him no one remaining.

34 Joshua passed from Lachish, and all Israel with him, to Eglon; and they
encamped against it and fought against it.

35 They took it on that day, and struck it with the edge of the sword. He
utterly destroyed all the souls who were in it that day, according to all that
he had done to Lachish.
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36 Joshuawent up fromEglon, and all Israelwith him, toHebron; and they
fought against it.

37They took it, and struck itwith the edgeof the sword,with its kingandall
its cities, andall the soulswhowere in it. He leftnooneremaining, according
to all that he had done to Eglon; but he utterly destroyed it, and all the souls
whowere in it.

38 Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir, and fought against it.
39He took it, with its king and all its cities. They struck themwith the edge

of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls who were in it. He left no
one remaining. As he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to its king;
as he had done also to Libnah, and to its king.

40So Joshua struck all the land, the hill country, the South, the lowland, the
slopes, andall their kings. He left no one remaining, but heutterly destroyed
all that breathed, as the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded.

41 Joshua struck them from Kadesh Barnea even to Gaza, and all the
country of Goshen, even to Gibeon.

42 Joshua took all these kings and their land at one time because the LORD,
the God of Israel, fought for Israel.

43 Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp to Gilgal.

11
1When Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, he sent to Jobab king of Madon, to

the king of Shimron, to the king of Achshaph,
2and to the kingswhowere on the north, in the hill country, in the Arabah

south of Chinneroth, in the lowland, and in the heights of Dor on the west,
3 to the Canaanite on the east and on thewest, the Amorite, the Hittite, the

Perizzite, the Jebusite in the hill country, and the Hivite under Hermon in
the land of Mizpah.

4 They went out, they and all their armies with them, many people, even
as the sand that is on the seashore inmultitude, with verymany horses and
chariots.

5 All these kings met together; and they came and encamped together at
the waters of Merom, to fight with Israel.

6The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid because of them; for tomorrow
at this time, Iwill deliver themupall slain before Israel. You shall hamstring
their horses and burn their chariots with fire.”

7 So Joshua came suddenly, with all the warriors, against them by the
waters of Merom, and attacked them.

8The LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, and they struck them,
andchased themtogreat Sidon, and toMisrephothMaim, and to thevalleyof
Mizpah eastward. They struck them until they left them no one remaining.

9 Joshua did to themas the LORD told him. He hamstrung their horses and
burned their chariots with fire.

10 Joshua turned back at that time, and tookHazor, and struck its kingwith
the sword; for Hazor used to be the head of all those kingdoms.

11 They struck all the souls who were in it with the edge of the sword,
utterly destroying them. There was no one left who breathed. He burned
Hazor with fire.
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12 Joshua captured all the cities of those kings, with their kings, and he
struck them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed them, as
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded.

13 But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned none of
them, except Hazor only. Joshua burned that.

14 The children of Israel took all the plunder of these cities, with the
livestock, as plunder for themselves; but every man they struck with the
edge of the sword, until they haddestroyed them. They didn’t leave anywho
breathed.

15 As the LORD commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded
Joshua. Joshua did so. He left nothing undone of all that the LORD
commandedMoses.

16 So Joshua captured all that land, the hill country, all the South, all the
land of Goshen, the lowland, the Arabah, the hill country of Israel, and the
lowland of the same,

17 from Mount Halak, that goes up to Seir, even to Baal Gad in the valley
of Lebanon under Mount Hermon. He took all their kings, struck them, and
put them to death.

18 Joshuamade war a long time with all those kings.
19There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except

the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took all in battle.
20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, to come against Israel in

battle, that hemight utterly destroy them, that theymight have no favor, but
that hemight destroy them, as the LORD commandedMoses.

21 Joshua came at that time, and cut off the Anakim from the hill country,
fromHebron, fromDebir, fromAnab, and from all the hill country of Judah,
and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly destroyed them with
their cities.

22There were none of the Anakim left in the land of the children of Israel.
Only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some remain.

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD spoke
to Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their
divisions by their tribes. Then the land had rest fromwar.

12
1Now these are the kings of the land, whom the children of Israel struck,

and possessed their land beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise, from the
valley of the Arnon toMount Hermon, and all the Arabah eastward:

2Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and ruled fromAroer,
which is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and themiddle of the valley,
and half Gilead, even to the river Jabbok, the border of the children of
Ammon;

3 and the Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, eastward, and to the sea of the
Arabah, even the Salt Sea, eastward, the way to Beth Jeshimoth; and on the
south, under the slopes of Pisgah:

4and the border ofOg king of Bashan, of the remnant of the Rephaim,who
lived at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,

5 and ruled in Mount Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all Bashan, to the
border of the Geshurites and theMaacathites, and half Gilead, the border of
Sihon king of Heshbon.
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6Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel struck them.
Moses the servant of the LORD gave it for a possession to the Reubenites,
and the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

7 These are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the children of Israel
struck beyond the Jordanwestward, fromBaal Gad in the valley of Lebanon
even toMountHalak, that goes up to Seir. Joshua gave it to the tribes of Israel
for a possession according to their divisions;

8 in the hill country, and in the lowland, and in the Arabah, and in the
slopes, and in the wilderness, and in the South; the Hittite, the Amorite, and
the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:
9 the king of Jericho, one;
the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;
10 the king of Jerusalem, one;
the king of Hebron, one;
11 the king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one;
12 the king of Eglon, one;
the king of Gezer, one;
13 the king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one;
14 the king of Hormah, one;
the king of Arad, one;
15 the king of Libnah, one;
the king of Adullam, one;
16 the king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one;
17 the king of Tappuah, one;
the king of Hepher, one;
18 the king of Aphek, one;
the king of Lassharon, one;
19 the king of Madon, one;
the king of Hazor, one;
20 the king of ShimronMeron, one;
the king of Achshaph, one;
21 the king of Taanach, one;
the king of Megiddo, one;
22 the king of Kedesh, one;
the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;
23 the king of Dor in the height of Dor, one;
the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one;
24 the king of Tirzah, one:
all the kings thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and well advanced in years. The LORD said to him,

“You are old and advanced in years, and there remains yet very much land
to be possessed.

2 “This is the land that still remains: all the regions of the Philistines, and
all the Geshurites;
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3 from the Shihor, which is before Egypt, even to the border of Ekron
northward, which is counted as Canaanite; the five lords of the Philistines;
the Gazites, and the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the
Ekronites; also the Avvim,

4 on the south; all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to
the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the border of the Amorites;

5and the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from
Baal Gad under Mount Hermon to the entrance of Hamath;

6all the inhabitants of thehill country fromLebanon toMisrephothMaim,
even all the Sidonians. I will drive them out from before the children of
Israel. Just allocate it to Israel for an inheritance, as I have commanded you.

7Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes and
the half-tribe of Manasseh.”

8 With him the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance,
which Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, even as Moses the
servant of the LORD gave them:

9 fromAroer, that is on the edge of the valley of theArnon, and the city that
is in themiddle of the valley, and all the plain of Medeba to Dibon;

10and all the cities of Sihon king of theAmorites, who reigned inHeshbon,
to the border of the children of Ammon;

11 and Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and all
Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah;

12all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei
(whowas left of the remnant of the Rephaim); forMoses attacked these, and
drove them out.

13Nevertheless the children of Israel didn’t drive out the Geshurites, nor
theMaacathites: but Geshur andMaacath live within Israel to this day.

14 Only he gave no inheritance to the tribe of Levi. The offerings of the
LORD, the God of Israel, made by fire are his inheritance, as he spoke to him.

15 Moses gave to the tribe of the children of Reuben according to their
families.

16 Their border was from Aroer, that is on the edge of the valley of the
Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all the plain by
Medeba;

17Heshbon, andall its cities that are in theplain; Dibon, BamothBaal, Beth
Baal Meon,

18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
19Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar in themount of the valley,
20Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, Beth Jeshimoth,
21 all the cities of the plain, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the

Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses struck with the chiefs of
Midian, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the princes of Sihon, who lived in
the land.

22The children of Israel also killed Balaam the son of Beor, the soothsayer,
with the sword, among the rest of their slain.

23 The border of the children of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This
was the inheritance of the children of Reuben according to their families,
the cities and its villages.

24Moses gave to the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad, according to their
families.
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25 Their border was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of
the children of Ammon, to Aroer that is near Rabbah;

26 and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpeh, and Betonim; and from Ma-
hanaim to the border of Debir;

27 and in the valley, Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the
rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, the Jordan’s bank, to the
uttermost part of the sea of Chinnereth beyond the Jordan eastward.

28This is the inheritance of the children of Gad according to their families,
the cities and its villages.

29Moses gave an inheritance to the half-tribe of Manasseh. It was for the
half-tribe of the children of Manasseh according to their families.

30 Their border was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og
king of Bashan, and all the villages of Jair, which are in Bashan, sixty cities.

31 Half Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in
Bashan, were for the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even for the
half of the children of Machir according to their families.

32 These are the inheritances which Moses distributed in the plains of
Moab, beyond the Jordan at Jericho, eastward.

33ButMoses gave no inheritance to the tribe of Levi. The LORD, the God of
Israel, is their inheritance, as he spoke to them.

14
1 These are the inheritances which the children of Israel took in the land

of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of
the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children of Israel, distributed to them,

2by the lot of their inheritance, as the LORD commanded byMoses, for the
nine tribes, and for the half-tribe.

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of the two tribes and the half-tribe
beyond the Jordan; but to the Levites he gave no inheritance among them.

4For the children of Josephwere two tribes,Manasseh andEphraim. They
gave no portion to the Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in, with their
pasture lands for their livestock and for their property.

5 The children of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses, and they
divided the land.

6 Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal. Caleb the son
of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know the thing that the LORD
spoke toMoses themanofGodconcerningmeandconcerningyou inKadesh
Barnea.

7 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land. I brought himword again as it was inmy
heart.

8Nevertheless, my brothers who went up with me made the heart of the
people melt; but I wholly followed the LORDmy God.

9Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the landwhere youwalked shall
be an inheritance to you and to your children forever, because you have
wholly followed the LORDmy God.’

10 “Now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as he spoke, these forty-five
years, from the time that the LORD spoke this word to Moses, while Israel
walked in the wilderness. Now, behold, I am eighty-five years old, today.
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11As yet I am as strong today as Iwas in the day thatMoses sentme. Asmy
strengthwas then, even so ismy strength now forwar, to go out and to come
in.

12Now therefore giveme this hill country, ofwhich the LORD spoke in that
day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and great and
fortified cities. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall drive
them out, as the LORD said.”

13 Joshua blessed him; and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh
for an inheritance.

14 Therefore Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh theKenizzite to this day, becausehe followed theLORD, theGodof Israel
wholeheartedly.

15 Now the name of Hebron before was Kiriath Arba, after the greatest
man among the Anakim. Then the land had rest fromwar.

15
1 The lot for the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families

was to the border of Edom, even to the wilderness of Zin southward, at the
uttermost part of the south.

2Their south border was from the uttermost part of the Salt Sea, from the
bay that looks southward;

3 and it went out southward of the ascent of Akrabbim, and passed along
to Zin, and went up by the south of Kadesh Barnea, and passed along by
Hezron, went up to Addar, and turned toward Karka;

4 and it passed along to Azmon, went out at the brook of Egypt; and the
border ended at the sea. This shall be your south border.

5 The east border was the Salt Sea, even to the end of the Jordan. The
border of the north quarter was from the bay of the sea at the end of the
Jordan.

6Theborderwentup toBethHoglah, andpassedalongby thenorthofBeth
Arabah; and the border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

7The borderwent up to Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward,
looking toward Gilgal, that faces the ascent of Adummim, which is on the
south side of the river. Theborder passed along to thewaters of En Shemesh,
and ended at En Rogel.

8The border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom to the side of the
Jebusite (also called Jerusalem) southward; and the border went up to the
top of the mountain that lies before the valley of Hinnomwestward, which
is at the farthest part of the valley of Rephaim northward.

9 The border extended from the top of the mountain to the spring of the
waters of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of Mount Ephron; and the
border extended to Baalah (also called Kiriath Jearim);

10 and the border turned about from Baalah westward to Mount Seir, and
passed along to the side ofMount Jearim (also called Chesalon) on the north,
and went down to Beth Shemesh, and passed along by Timnah;

11and the borderwent out to the side of Ekron northward; and the border
extended to Shikkeron, and passed along to Mount Baalah, and went out at
Jabneel; and the goings out of the border were at the sea.

12 The west border was to the shore of the great sea. This is the border of
the children of Judah according to their families.
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13He gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh a portion among the children of
Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, even Kiriath
Arba, named after the father of Anak (also called Hebron).

14 Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak: Sheshai, and Ahiman, and
Talmai, the children of Anak.

15 He went up against the inhabitants of Debir: now the name of Debir
before was Kiriath Sepher.

16Caleb said, “Hewho strikes Kiriath Sepher, and takes it, to him Iwill give
Achsahmy daughter as wife.”

17Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him
Achsah his daughter as wife.

18When she came, she had him ask her father for a field. She got off her
donkey, and Caleb said, “What do you want?”

19She said, “Giveme a blessing. Because you have setme in the land of the
South, give me also springs of water.”
So he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.
20This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to

their families.
21The farthest cities of the tribe of the childrenof Judah toward theborder

of Edom in the South were Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur,
22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,
25Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (also called Hazor),
26Amam, Shema, Moladah,
27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah,
29Baalah, Iim, Ezem,
30Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah,
31Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,
32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon. All the cities are twenty-nine, with

their villages.
33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
36 Shaaraim, Adithaim and Gederah (or Gederothaim); fourteen cities with
their villages.
37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
40Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish,
41Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah; sixteen cities with their
villages.
42Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,
44Keilah, Achzib, andMareshah; nine cities with their villages.
45Ekron, with its towns and its villages;
46 from Ekron even to the sea, all that were by the side of Ashdod, with their
villages.
47 Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza, its towns and its villages; to the
brook of Egypt, and the great sea with its coastline.



Joshua 15:48 312 Joshua 16:10

48 In the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh,
49Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (which is Debir),
50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,
51Goshen, Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities with their villages.
52Arab, Dumah, Eshan,
53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54Humtah, Kiriath Arba (also calledHebron), and Zior; nine citieswith their
villages.
55Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Jutah,
56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with their villages.
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon; six cities with their villages.
60Kiriath Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim), and Rabbah; two cities with their
villages.
61 In the wilderness, Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah,
62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and En Gedi; six cities with their villages.

63As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah
couldn’t drive them out; but the Jebusites live with the children of Judah at
Jerusalem to this day.

16
1The lot came out for the children of Joseph from the Jordan at Jericho, at

thewaters of Jericho on the east, even thewilderness, going up from Jericho
through the hill country to Bethel.

2 It went out from Bethel to Luz, and passed along to the border of the
Archites to Ataroth;

3and itwent downwestward to the border of the Japhletites, to the border
of Beth Horon the lower, and on to Gezer; and ended at the sea.

4The children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.
5 This was the border of the children of Ephraim according to their

families. The border of their inheritance eastward was Ataroth Addar, to
Beth Horon the upper.

6Theborderwent outwestward atMichmethath on the north. The border
turned about eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and passed along it on the east of
Janoah.

7 It went down from Janoah to Ataroth, to Naarah, reached to Jericho, and
went out at the Jordan.

8 From Tappuah the border went along westward to the brook of Kanah;
and ended at the sea. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of
Ephraim according to their families;

9 togetherwith the cities whichwere set apart for the children of Ephraim
in the middle of the inheritance of the children of Manasseh, all the cities
with their villages.

10 They didn’t drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer; but the
Canaanites dwell in the territory of Ephraim to this day, and have become
servants to do forced labor.
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17
1 This was the lot for the tribe of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn

of Joseph. As for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead,
because he was aman of war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.

2 So this was for the rest of the children of Manasseh according to their
families: for the children of Abiezer, for the children of Helek, for the
children of Asriel, for the children of Shechem, for the children of Hepher,
and for the children of Shemida. Thesewere themale children ofManasseh
the son of Joseph according to their families.

3But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir,
the son ofManasseh, had no sons, but daughters. These are the names of his
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

4 They came to Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua the son of Nun, and to
the princes, saying, “The LORD commandedMoses to give us an inheritance
among our brothers.” Therefore according to the commandment of the
LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brothers of their father.

5Ten parts fell to Manasseh, in addition to the land of Gilead and Bashan,
which is beyond the Jordan;

6because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons.
The land of Gilead belonged to the rest of the sons of Manasseh.

7TheborderofManassehwas fromAsher toMichmethath,which isbefore
Shechem. The border went along to the right hand, to the inhabitants of En
Tappuah.

8The land of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh; but Tappuah on the border
of Manasseh belonged to the children of Ephraim.

9 The border went down to the brook of Kanah, southward of the brook.
These cities belonged to Ephraim among the cities of Manasseh. The border
of Manasseh was on the north side of the brook, and ended at the sea.

10Southward it was Ephraim’s, and northward it wasManasseh’s, and the
sea was his border. They reached to Asher on the north, and to Issachar on
the east.

11 Manasseh had three heights in Issachar, in Asher Beth Shean and its
towns, and Ibleam and its towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and its towns,
and the inhabitants of Endor and its towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach
and its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns.

12Yet the children ofManasseh couldn’t drive out the inhabitants of those
cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.

13When the children of Israel had grown strong, they put the Canaanites
to forced labor, and didn’t utterly drive them out.

14The children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Whyhave you givenme
just one lot andonepart for an inheritance, sinceweare anumerouspeople,
because the LORD has blessed us so far?”

15 Joshua said to them, “If you are a numerous people, go up to the forest,
and clear land for yourself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the
Rephaim, since the hill country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.”

16 The children of Joseph said, “The hill country is not enough for us. All
the Canaaniteswhodwell in the landof the valley have chariots of iron, both
those who are in Beth Shean and its towns, and those who are in the valley
of Jezreel.”
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17 Joshua spoke to thehouseof Joseph, that is, toEphraimand toManasseh,
saying, “You are a numerous people, and have great power. You shall not
have one lot only;

18 but the hill country shall be yours. Although it is a forest, you shall cut
it down, and it’s farthest extent shall be yours; for you shall drive out the
Canaanites, though they have chariots of iron, and though they are strong.”

18
1 The whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled themselves

together at Shiloh, and set up the Tent of Meeting there. The land was
subdued before them.

2 Seven tribes remained among the children of Israel, which had not yet
divided their inheritance.

3 Joshua said to the children of Israel, “How long will you neglect to go in
to possess the land, which the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you?

4Appoint for yourselves three men from each tribe. I will send them, and
they shall arise, walk through the land, and describe it according to their
inheritance; then they shall come tome.

5They shall divide it into seven portions. Judah shall live in his borders on
the south, and the house of Joseph shall live in their borders on the north.

6You shall survey the land into sevenparts, andbring the descriptionhere
to me; and I will cast lots for you here before the LORD our God.

7However, the Levites have no portion among you; for the priesthood of
the LORD is their inheritance. Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
have received their inheritance east of the Jordan, whichMoses the servant
of the LORD gave them.”

8Themen arose and went. Joshua commanded those whowent to survey
the land, saying, “Gowalk through the land, survey it, and come again tome.
I will cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh.”

9Themenwent andpassed through the land, and surveyed it by cities into
seven portions in a book. They came to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh.

10 Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD. There Joshua
divided the land to the children of Israel according to their divisions.

11 The lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to
their families. Theborderof their lotwentoutbetween thechildrenof Judah
and the children of Joseph.

12 Their border on the north quarter was from the Jordan. The border
went up to the side of Jericho on the north, and went up through the hill
country westward. It ended at the wilderness of Beth Aven.

13 The border passed along from there to Luz, to the side of Luz (also
called Bethel), southward. The border went down to Ataroth Addar, by the
mountain that lies on the south of Beth Horon the lower.

14 The border extended, and turned around on the west quarter south-
ward, from themountain that lies before BethHoron southward; and ended
at Kiriath Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim), a city of the children of Judah.
This was the west quarter.

15 The south quarter was from the farthest part of Kiriath Jearim. The
border went out westward, and went out to the spring of the waters of
Nephtoah.
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16 The border went down to the farthest part of the mountain that lies
before the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is in the valley of Rephaim
northward. It went down to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of the Jebusite
southward, and went down to En Rogel.

17 It extended northward, went out at En Shemesh, and went out to
Geliloth, which is opposite the ascent of Adummim. It went down to the
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben.

18 It passed along to the side opposite the Arabah northward, and went
down to the Arabah.

19The border passed along to the side of Beth Hoglah northward; and the
border ended at the north bay of the Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan.
This was the south border.

20The Jordan was its border on the east quarter. This was the inheritance
of the children of Benjamin, by the borders around it, according to their
families.

21Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin according to their
families were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz,

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah,
24Chephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba; twelve cities with their villages.
25Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,
26Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah,
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,
28 Zelah, Eleph, the Jebusite (also called Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kiriath;

fourteen cities with their villages. This is the inheritance of the children of
Benjamin according to their families.

19
1The second lot came out for Simeon, even for the tribe of the children of

Simeon according to their families. Their inheritance was in the middle of
the inheritance of the children of Judah.

2They had for their inheritance Beersheba (or Sheba), Moladah,
3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,
5Ziklag, BethMarcaboth, Hazar Susah,
6Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities with their villages;
7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan; four cities with their villages;
8and all the villages that were around these cities to Baalath Beer, Ramah

of the South. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon
according to their families.

9 Out of the part of the children of Judah was the inheritance of the
children of Simeon; for the portion of the children of Judah was too much
for them. Therefore the children of Simeon had inheritance in themiddle of
their inheritance.

10 The third lot came up for the children of Zebulun according to their
families. The border of their inheritance was to Sarid.

11 Their border went up westward, even to Maralah, and reached to
Dabbesheth. It reached to the brook that is before Jokneam.

12 It turned from Sarid eastward toward the sunrise to the border of
Chisloth Tabor. It went out to Daberath, and went up to Japhia.



Joshua 19:13 316 Joshua 19:42

13From there it passed along eastward to Gath Hepher, to Ethkazin; and it
went out at Rimmonwhich stretches to Neah.

14The border turned around it on the north toHannathon; and it ended at
the valley of Iphtah El;

15 Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with
their villages.

16 This is the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their
families, these cities with their villages.

17 The fourth lot came out for Issachar, even for the children of Issachar
according to their families.

18Their border was to Jezreel, Chesulloth, Shunem,
19Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,
20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez,
21Remeth, Engannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez.
22 The border reached to Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh. Their

border ended at the Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages.
23This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according

to their families, the cities with their villages.
24The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to

their families.
25Their border was Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph,
26 Allammelech, Amad, Mishal. It reached to Carmel westward, and to

Shihorlibnath.
27 It turned toward the sunrise toBethDagon, and reached toZebulun, and

to the valley of Iphtah El northward to Beth Emek and Neiel. It went out to
Cabul on the left hand,

28and Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, even to great Sidon.
29The border turned to Ramah, to the fortified city of Tyre; and the border

turned to Hosah. It ended at the sea by the region of Achzib;
30 Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob: twenty-two cities with their

villages.
31This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to

their families, these cities with their villages.
32The sixth lot came out for the children of Naphtali, even for the children

of Naphtali according to their families.
33 Their border was from Heleph, from the oak in Zaanannim, Adami-

nekeb, and Jabneel, to Lakkum. It ended at the Jordan.
34The border turned westward to Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there

to Hukkok. It reached to Zebulun on the south, and reached to Asher on the
west, and to Judah at the Jordan toward the sunrise.

35The fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth,
36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,
37Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,
38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh; nineteen cities

with their villages.
39This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according

to their families, the cities with their villages.
40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according

to their families.
41The border of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Irshemesh,
42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah,
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43Elon, Timnah, Ekron,
44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon,
46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border opposite Joppa.
47 The border of the children of Dan went out beyond them; for the

children of Dan went up and fought against Leshem, and took it, and struck
it with the edge of the sword, and possessed it, and lived therein, and called
Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their forefather.

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to
their families, these cities with their villages.

49So theyfinished distributing the land for inheritance by its borders. The
children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them.

50According to the LORD’s commandment, they gave him the city which
he asked, evenTimnathserah in the hill country of Ephraim; andhebuilt the
city, and lived there.

51 These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of
Nun, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children of
Israel, distributed for inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. So they finished dividing the land.

20
1The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘Assign the cities of refuge, of

which I spoke to you byMoses,
3 that theman slayer who kills any person accidentally or unintentionally

may flee there. They shall be to you for a refuge from the avenger of blood.
4He shall flee to one of those cities, and shall stand at the entrance of the

gate of the city, and declare his case in the ears of the elders of that city. They
shall take him into the city with them, and give him a place, that hemay live
among them.

5 If the avenger of blood pursues him, then they shall not deliver up the
man slayer into his hand; because he struck his neighbor unintentionally,
and didn’t hate him before.

6 He shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for
judgment, until the death of the high priest that shall be in those days. Then
theman slayer shall return, and come to his own city, and to his own house,
to the city he fled from.’ ”

7They set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, Shechem
in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (also called Hebron) in the
hill country of Judah.

8 Beyond the Jordan at Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the
wilderness in the plain out of the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead out of
the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.

9These were the appointed cities for all the children of Israel, and for the
alien who lives among them, that whoever kills any person unintentionally
might flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, until he
stands trial before the congregation.
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21
1Then the heads of fathers’ houses of the Levites came near to Eleazar the

priest, and to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of fathers’ houses of
the tribes of the children of Israel.

2 They spoke to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The LORD
commanded through Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with their pasture
lands for our livestock.”

3 The children of Israel gave to the Levites out of their inheritance,
according to the commandment of the LORD, these cities with their pasture
lands.

4The lot cameout for the families of theKohathites. The children of Aaron
the priest, who were of the Levites, had thirteen cities by lot out of the tribe
of Judah, out of the tribe of the Simeonites, and out of the tribe of Benjamin.

5The rest of the children of Kohath had ten cities by lot out of the families
of the tribe of Ephraim, out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half-tribe of
Manasseh.

6The childrenofGershonhad thirteen cities by lot out of the families of the
tribe of Issachar, out of the tribe of Asher, out of the tribe ofNaphtali, and out
of the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan.

7 The children of Merari according to their families had twelve cities out
of the tribe of Reuben, out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun.

8The children of Israel gave these cities with their pasture lands by lot to
the Levites, as the LORD commanded byMoses.

9They gave out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of
the children of Simeon, these cities which arementioned by name:

10and theywere for thechildrenofAaron, of the familiesof theKohathites,
who were of the children of Levi; for theirs was the first lot.

11Theygave themKiriathArba, namedafter the fatherofAnak (also called
Hebron), in the hill country of Judah, with its pasture lands around it.

12 But they gave the fields of the city and its villages to Caleb the son of
Jephunneh for his possession.

13 To the children of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron with its pasture
lands, the city of refuge for theman slayer, Libnah with its pasture lands,

14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Eshtemoa with its pasture lands,
15Holon with its pasture lands, Debir with its pasture lands,
16 Ain with its pasture lands, Juttah with its pasture lands, and Beth

Shemesh with its pasture lands: nine cities out of those two tribes.
17Out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its pasture lands, Geba with

its pasture lands,
18Anathothwith its pasture lands, and Almonwith its pasture lands: four

cities.
19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities

with their pasture lands.
20 The families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, even the rest of the

children of Kohath, had the cities of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim.
21 They gave them Shechem with its pasture lands in the hill country of

Ephraim, the city of refuge for the man slayer, and Gezer with its pasture
lands,

22Kibzaim with its pasture lands, and Beth Horon with its pasture lands:
four cities.
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23Out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its pasture lands, Gibbethonwith its
pasture lands,

24Aijalonwith its pasture lands, GathRimmonwith its pasture lands: four
cities.

25Out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach with its pasture lands, and
Gath Rimmonwith its pasture lands: two cities.

26All the cities of the families of the rest of the children of Kohathwere ten
with their pasture lands.

27Theygave to the childrenofGershon, of the families of theLevites, out of
the half-tribe ofManassehGolan in Bashanwith its pasture lands, the city of
refuge for theman slayer, and Be Eshterahwith its pasture lands: two cities.

28Outof the tribeof Issachar, Kishionwith its pasture lands, Daberathwith
its pasture lands,

29 Jarmuth with its pasture lands, En Gannim with its pasture lands: four
cities.

30Out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its pasture lands, Abdon with its
pasture lands,

31Helkath with its pasture lands, and Rehob with its pasture lands: four
cities.

32Out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pasture lands, the
city of refuge for the man slayer, Hammothdor with its pasture lands, and
Kartan with its pasture lands: three cities.

33All the cities of theGershonites according to their familieswere thirteen
cities with their pasture lands.

34 To the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of
the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneamwith its pasture lands, Kartahwith its pasture
lands,

35Dimnahwith its pasture lands, and Nahalal with its pasture lands: four
cities.

36Out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its pasture lands, Jahaz with its
pasture lands,

37Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and Mephaath with its pasture lands:
four cities.

38Out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture lands, the city
of refuge for theman slayer, andMahanaimwith its pasture lands,

39Heshbon with its pasture lands, Jazer with its pasture lands: four cities
in all.

40 All these were the cities of the children of Merari according to their
families, even the rest of the families of the Levites. Their lot was twelve
cities.

41 All the cities of the Levites among the possessions of the children of
Israel were forty-eight cities with their pasture lands.

42 Each of these cities included their pasture lands around them. It was
this way with all these cities.

43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land which he swore to give to their
fathers. They possessed it, and lived in it.

44 The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that he swore to
their fathers. Not a man of all their enemies stood before them. The LORD
delivered all their enemies into their hand.

45 Nothing failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the
house of Israel. All came to pass.
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22
1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of

Manasseh,
2 and said to them, “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD

commandedyou, andhave listened tomyvoice in all that I commandedyou.
3 You have not left your brothers these many days to this day, but have

performed the duty of the commandment of the LORD your God.
4 Now the LORD your God has given rest to your brothers, as he spoke

to them. Therefore now return and go to your tents, to the land of your
possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the
Jordan.

5Only takediligentheed todo thecommandmentand the lawwhichMoses
the servant of theLORDcommandedyou, to love theLORDyourGod, towalk
in all his ways, to keep his commandments, to hold fast to him, and to serve
himwith all your heart and with all your soul.”

6So Joshuablessed them, andsent themaway; and theywent to their tents.
7Now to the one half-tribe of Manasseh Moses had given inheritance in

Bashan; but Joshua gave to the other half among their brothers beyond the
Jordan westward. Moreover when Joshua sent them away to their tents, he
blessed them,

8and spoke to them, saying, “Returnwithmuchwealth to your tents, with
very much livestock, with silver, with gold, with bronze, with iron, and
with very much clothing. Divide the plunder of your enemies with your
brothers.”

9 The children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of
Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh,
which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their
possession, which they owned, according to the commandment of the LORD
byMoses.

10 When they came to the region near the Jordan, that is in the land of
Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe
of Manasseh built an altar there by the Jordan, a great altar to look at.

11 The children of Israel heard this, “Behold, the children of Reuben and
the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built an altar along
theborder of the landofCanaan, in the regionaround the Jordan, on the side
that belongs to the children of Israel.”

12When the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the
children of Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up against
them to war.

13The children of Israel sent to the children of Reuben, and to the children
of Gad, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, Phinehas
the son of Eleazar the priest.

14With himwere ten princes, one prince of a fathers’house for each of the
tribes of Israel; and they were each head of their fathers’ houses among the
thousands of Israel.

15They came to the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to
the half-tribe of Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, and they spoke with them,
saying,

16 “The whole congregation of the LORD says, ‘What trespass is this that
you have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away today from
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following the LORD, in that you have built yourselves an altar, to rebel today
against the LORD?

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, fromwhichwe have not cleansed
ourselves to this day, although there came a plague on the congregation of
the LORD,

18 that youmust turnaway today fromfollowing theLORD? Itwill be, since
you rebel today against the LORD, that tomorrow he will be angry with the
whole congregation of Israel.

19However, if the land of your possession is unclean, then pass over to the
land of the possession of the LORD, in which the LORD’s tabernacle dwells,
and take possession among us; but don’t rebel against the LORD, nor rebel
against us, in building an altar other than the LORD our God’s altar.

20Didn’t Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the devoted thing,
andwrath fell onall the congregationof Israel? Thatmandidn’t perishalone
in his iniquity.’ ”

21Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe
of Manasseh answered, and spoke to the heads of the thousands of Israel,

22 “The Mighty One, God, the LORD, the Mighty One, God, the LORD, he
knows; and Israel shall know: if it was in rebellion, or if in trespass against
the LORD (don’t save us today),

23 that we have built us an altar to turn away from following the LORD;
or if to offer burnt offering or meal offering, or if to offer sacrifices of peace
offerings, let the LORD himself require it.

24 “If we have not out of concern done this, and for a reason, saying, ‘In
time to come your childrenmight speak to our children, saying, “What have
you to do with the LORD, the God of Israel?

25 For the LORD has made the Jordan a border between us and you, you
children of Reuben and children of Gad. You have no portion in the LORD.” ’
So your childrenmight make our children cease from fearing the LORD.

26 “Therefore we said, ‘Let’s now prepare to build ourselves an altar, not
for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice;

27 but it will be a witness between us and you, and between our genera-
tions after us, that wemay perform the service of the LORD before himwith
our burnt offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings;’ that
your childrenmaynot tell our children in time to come, ‘Youhavenoportion
in the LORD.’

28 “Thereforewe said, ‘It shall be, when they tell us or our generations this
in time to come, that we shall say, “Behold the pattern of the LORD’s altar,
which our fathers made, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice; but it is a
witness between us and you.” ’

29 “Far be it fromus thatwe should rebel against the LORD, and turn away
today from following the LORD, to build an altar for burnt offering, formeal
offering, or for sacrifice, besides the LORD our God’s altar that is before his
tabernacle!”

30WhenPhinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation, even the
headsof the thousandsof Israel thatwerewithhim, heard thewords that the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh
spoke, it pleased themwell.

31Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the children of Reuben, to
the children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, “Today we know that
theLORD is amongus, because youhavenot committed this trespass against
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the LORD. Now you have delivered the children of Israel out of the LORD’s
hand.”

32 Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from
the children of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of
Gilead, to the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought them
word again.

33 The thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel
blessed God, and spoke no more of going up against them to war, to destroy
the land in which the children of Reuben and the children of Gad lived.

34 The children of Reuben and the children of Gad named the altar “A
Witness Between Us that the LORD is God.”

23
1 After many days, when the LORD had given rest to Israel from their

enemies all around, and Joshua was old and well advanced in years,
2 Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and for their heads, and for

their judges and for their officers, and said to them, “I am old and well
advanced in years.

3 You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations
because of you; for it is the LORD your Godwho has fought for you.

4 Behold, I have allotted to you these nations that remain, to be an
inheritance for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have
cut off, even to the great sea toward the going down of the sun.

5TheLORDyourGodwill thrust themout frombefore you, anddrive them
from out of your sight. You shall possess their land, as the LORD your God
spoke to you.

6 “Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the
book of the law ofMoses, that you not turn away from it to the right hand or
to the left;

7 that you not come among these nations, these that remain among you;
neithermakementionof thenameof their gods, nor cause to swearby them,
neither serve them, nor bow down yourselves to them;

8but hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day.
9 “For the LORD has driven great and strong nations out from before you.

But as for you, noman has stood before you to this day.
10Oneman of you shall chase a thousand; for it is the LORD your Godwho

fights for you, as he spoke to you.
11 Take good heed therefore to yourselves, that you love the LORD your

God.
12“But if youdoatall goback, andhold fast to the remnantof thesenations,

even these who remain among you, andmakemarriages with them, and go
in to them, and they to you;

13know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no longer drive these
nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare and a trap to you, a
scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this
good land which the LORD your God has given you.

14 “Behold, today I am going the way of all the earth. You know in all your
hearts and in all your souls that not one thinghas failed of all the good things
which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have happened to you.
Not one thing has failed of it.
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15 It shall happen that as all the good things have come on you of which
the LORD your God spoke to you, so the LORD will bring on you all the evil
things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD
your God has given you,

16 when you disobey the covenant of the LORD your God, which he
commanded you, and go and serve other gods, and bow down yourselves
to them. Then the LORD’s anger will be kindled against you, and you will
perish quickly from off the good land which he has given to you.”

24
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the

elders of Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers; and
they presented themselves before God.

2 Joshua said to all the people, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Your fa-
thers lived of old time beyond the River, even Terah, the father of Abraham,
and the father of Nahor. They served other gods.

3 I took your father Abraham frombeyond the River, and led him through-
out all the land of Canaan, andmultiplied his offspring,* and gave him Isaac.

4 I gave to Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave to Esau Mount Seir, to possess
it. Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.

5 “ ‘I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I
did among them: and afterward I brought you out.

6 I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and you came to the sea. The
Egyptians pursued your fatherswith chariots andwith horsemen to the Red
Sea.

7When they cried out to the LORD, he put darkness between you and the
Egyptians, and brought the sea on them, and covered them; and your eyes
sawwhat I did in Egypt. You lived in the wilderness many days.

8 “ ‘I brought you into the land of the Amorites, that lived beyond the
Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand. You
possessed their land, and I destroyed them from before you.

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against
Israel. He sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you,

10 but I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he blessed you still. So I
delivered you out of his hand.

11 “ ‘You went over the Jordan, and came to Jericho. The men of Jericho
fought against you, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Girgashite, theHivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered them into your hand.

12 I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out from before you,
even the two kings of theAmorites; notwith your sword, norwith your bow.

13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you
didn’t build, and you live in them. You eat of vineyards and olive groves
which you didn’t plant.’

14 “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth.
Put away the godswhich your fathers servedbeyond theRiver, in Egypt; and
serve the LORD.

15 If it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose today whom you will
serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the

* 24:3 or, seed
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River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell; but as for me
andmy house, we will serve the LORD.”

16 The people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the
LORD, to serve other gods;

17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did those great signs in
our sight, and preserved us in all the way in which we went, and among all
the peoples through themiddle of whomwe passed.

18 The LORD drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD; for he is our
God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You can’t serve the LORD, for he is a holyGod.
He is a jealous God. He will not forgive your disobedience nor your sins.

20 If you forsake the LORD, and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and
do you evil, and consume you, after he has done you good.”

21The people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.”
22 Joshua said to thepeople, “Youarewitnesses against yourselves that you

have chosen the LORD yourselves, to serve him.”
They said, “We are witnesses.”
23 “Now therefore put away the foreign gods which are among you, and

incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.”
24The people said to Joshua, “Wewill serve the LORDourGod, andwewill

listen to his voice.”
25So Joshuamade a covenantwith the people that day, andmade for them

a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.
26 Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a

great stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of
the LORD.

27 Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness
against us, for it has heard all the LORD’s words which he spoke to us. It
shall be therefore a witness against you, lest you deny your God.”

28 So Joshua sent the people away, each to his own inheritance.
29After these things, Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died,

being one hundred ten years old.
30 They buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathserah,

which is in the hill country of Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of
Gaash.

31 Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the
elders who outlived Joshua, and had known all the work of the LORD, that
he had worked for Israel.

32Theyburied thebones of Joseph,which the childrenof Israel brought up
out of Egypt, in Shechem, in the parcel of ground which Jacob bought from
thesonsofHamor the fatherof Shechemforahundredpiecesof silver.† They
became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.

33 Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They buried him in the hill of Phinehas
his son, which was given him in the hill country of Ephraim.

† 24:32 Hebrew: kesitahs. A kesitah was a kind of silver coin.
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The Book of
Judges

1 After the death of Joshua, the children of Israel asked of the LORD,*
saying, “Who should go up for us first against the Canaanites, to fight against
them?”

2TheLORDsaid, “Judah shall goup. Behold,† I havedelivered the land into
his hand.”

3 Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come up with me into my lot, that we
may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with you into your
lot.” So Simeonwent with him.

4 Judahwentup, and theLORDdelivered theCanaanites and thePerizzites
into their hand. They struck ten thousandmen in Bezek.

5 They found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and they fought against him. They
struck the Canaanites and the Perizzites.

6 But Adoni-Bezek fled. They pursued him, caught him, and cut off his
thumbs and his big toes.

7Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings, having their thumbs and their big toes
cut off, scavenged under my table. As I have done, so God‡ has done to me.”
They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.

8The children of Judah fought against Jerusalem, took it, struck it with the
edge of the sword, and set the city on fire.

9After that, the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaan-
ites who lived in the hill country, and in the South, and in the lowland.

10 Judah went against the Canaanites who lived in Hebron. (The name of
Hebron before that was Kiriath Arba.) They struck Sheshai, Ahiman, and
Talmai.

11From therehewent against the inhabitants ofDebir. (ThenameofDebir
before that was Kiriath Sepher.)

12 Caleb said, “I will give Achsah my daughter as wife to the man who
strikes Kiriath Sepher, and takes it.”

13Othniel the sonofKenaz, Caleb’s youngerbrother, took it, sohe gavehim
Achsah his daughter as his wife.

14When she came, she got him to ask her father for a field. She got off her
donkey; and Caleb said to her, “What would you like?”

15She said tohim, “Givemeablessing; because youhave setme in the land
of the South, give me also springs of water.” Then Caleb gave her the upper
springs and the lower springs.

16The children of theKenite,Moses’brother-in-law,went upout of the city
of palm trees with the children of Judah into thewilderness of Judah, which
is in the south of Arad; and they went and lived with the people.

17 Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they struck the Canaanites
who inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. The name of the city was
called Hormah.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 1:7 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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18Also Judah took Gaza with its border, and Ashkelon with its border, and
Ekron with its border.

19 The LORD was with Judah, and drove out the inhabitants of the hill
country; forhe couldnotdriveout the inhabitants of thevalley, because they
had chariots of iron.

20 They gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said, and he drove the three
sons of Anak out of there.

21 The children of Benjamin didn’t drive out the Jebusites who inhab-
ited Jerusalem, but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in
Jerusalem to this day.

22Thehouse of Joseph alsowent up against Bethel, and the LORDwaswith
them.

23The house of Joseph sent to spy out Bethel. (The name of the city before
that was Luz.)

24 The watchers saw a man come out of the city, and they said to him,
“Please showus the entrance into the city, andwewill deal kindlywith you.”

25He showed them the entrance into the city, and they struck the citywith
the edge of the sword; but they let the man and all his family go.

26Themanwent into the landof theHittites, built a city, andcalled itsname
Luz, which is its name to this day.

27Manasseh didn’t drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shean and its towns,
nor Taanach and its towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and its towns, nor the
inhabitants of Ibleam and its towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and its
towns; but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.

28When Israel had grown strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor,
and didn’t utterly drive them out.

29 Ephraim didn’t drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, but the
Canaanites lived in Gezer among them.

30Zebulundidn’t driveout the inhabitants ofKitron, nor the inhabitants of
Nahalol; but theCanaanites livedamong them, andbecamesubject to forced
labor.

31 Asher didn’t drive out the inhabitants of Acco, nor the inhabitants of
Sidon, nor ofAhlab, nor ofAchzib, nor ofHelbah, nor ofAphik, nor of Rehob;

32 but the Asherites lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the
land, for they didn’t drive them out.

33Naphtali didn’t drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, nor the in-
habitants of Beth Anath; but he lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants
of the land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth Shemeshandof BethAnath
became subject to forced labor.

34 The Amorites forced the children of Dan into the hill country, for they
would not allow them to come down to the valley;

35 but the Amorites would dwell in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in
Shaalbim. Yet thehandof thehouse of Josephprevailed, so that theybecame
subject to forced labor.

36The border of the Amorites was from the ascent of Akrabbim, from the
rock, and upward.

2
1 The LORD’s angel came up from Gilgal to Bochim. He said, “I brought

you out of Egypt, and have brought you to the land which I swore to give
your fathers. I said, ‘I will never breakmy covenant with you.
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2 You shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land. You shall
break down their altars.’ But you have not listened to my voice. Why have
you done this?

3Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive them out from before you; but they
shall be in your sides, and their gods will be a snare to you.’ ”

4When theLORD’s angel spoke thesewords to all the childrenof Israel, the
people lifted up their voice and wept.

5They called the name of that place Bochim,* and they sacrificed there to
the LORD.

6Now when Joshua had sent the people away, the children of Israel each
went to his inheritance to possess the land.

7 The people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of
the elderswho outlived Joshua,whohad seen all the greatwork of the LORD
that he had worked for Israel.

8 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one hundred
ten years old.

9Theyburiedhim in theborder of his inheritance inTimnathHeres, in the
hill country of Ephraim, on the north of themountain of Gaash.

10After all that generation were gathered to their fathers, another gener-
ation arose after them who didn’t know the LORD, nor the work which he
had done for Israel.

11 The children of Israel did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
served the Baals.

12They abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who brought them
out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the peoples
who were around them, and bowed themselves down to them; and they
provoked the LORD to anger.

13They abandoned the LORD, and served Baal and the Ashtaroth.
14The LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he delivered them into the

hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their
enemies all around, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies.

15Wherever they went out, the LORD’s hand was against them for evil, as
the LORD had spoken, and as the LORD had sworn to them; and they were
very distressed.

16 The LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those
who plundered them.

17 Yet they didn’t listen to their judges; for they prostituted themselves
to other gods, and bowed themselves down to them. They quickly turned
away from the way in which their fathers walked, obeying the LORD’s
commandments. They didn’t do so.

18When the LORD raised up judges for them, then the LORDwas with the
judge, and saved them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the
judge; for it grieved the LORD because of their groaning by reason of those
who oppressed them and troubled them.

19 But when the judge was dead, they turned back, and dealt more
corruptly than their fathers in following other gods to serve them and to
bowdown to them. They didn’t ceasewhat theywere doing, or give up their
stubborn ways.

* 2:5 “Bochim” means “weepers”.
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20 The LORD’s anger burned against Israel; and he said, “Because this
nation transgressedmycovenantwhich I commanded their fathers, andhas
not listened to my voice,

21 I also will no longer drive out any of the nations that Joshua left when
he died from before them;

22 that by them I may test Israel, to see if they will keep the LORD’s way to
walk therein, as their fathers kept it, or not.”

23 So the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily. He
didn’t deliver them into Joshua’s hand.

3
1 Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to test Israel by them,

even as many as had not known all the wars of Canaan;
2 only that the generations of the children of Israel might know, to teach

themwar, at least those who knew nothing of it before:
3 the five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and

the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the
entrance of Hamath.

4Theywere left to test Israelby them, toknowwhether theywould listen to
the LORD’s commandments, which he commanded their fathers byMoses.

5 The children of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

6 They took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their own daugh-
ters to their sons and served their gods.

7 The children of Israel did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
forgot the LORD their God, and served the Baals and the Asheroth.

8Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he sold them into
the hand of Cushan Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the children of
Israel served Cushan Rishathaim eight years.

9 When the children of Israel cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up a
savior to the children of Israel, who saved them, even Othniel the son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.

10The LORD’s Spirit came onhim, and he judged Israel; and hewent out to
war, and the LORD delivered Cushan Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into
his hand. His hand prevailed against Cushan Rishathaim.

11The land had rest forty years, then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.
12The children of Israel again did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,

and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because
they had done that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.

13Hegathered the childrenofAmmonandAmalek tohimself; andhewent
and struck Israel, and they possessed the city of palm trees.

14The children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.
15 But when the children of Israel cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up

a savior for them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man.
The children of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab.

16Ehudmadehimself a swordwhichhad twoedges, a cubit* in length; and
he wore it under his clothing on his right thigh.

* 3:16 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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17He offered the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat
man.

18When Ehud had finished offering the tribute, he sent away the people
who carried the tribute.

19But he himself turned back from the stone idols thatwere by Gilgal, and
said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.”
The king said, “Keep silence!” All who stood by him left him.
20Ehud came to him; and hewas sitting by himself alone in the cool upper

room. Ehud said, “I have a message from God to you.” He arose out of his
seat.

21Ehud put out his left hand, and took the sword from his right thigh, and
thrust it into his body.

22The handle also went in after the blade; and the fat closed on the blade,
for he didn’t draw the sword out of his body; and it came out behind.

23 Then Ehud went out onto the porch, and shut the doors of the upper
room on him, and locked them.

24Afterhehadgone, his servants cameand saw that thedoors of theupper
room were locked. They said, “Surely he is covering his feet† in the upper
room.”

25 They waited until they were ashamed; and behold, he didn’t open the
doors of the upper room. Therefore they took the key and opened them, and
behold, their lord had fallen down dead on the floor.

26 Ehud escaped while they waited, passed beyond the stone idols, and
escaped to Seirah.

27When he had come, he blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim;
and the children of Israel went downwith him from the hill country, and he
led them.

28He said to them, “Follow me; for the LORD has delivered your enemies
the Moabites into your hand.” They followed him, and took the fords of the
Jordan against the Moabites, and didn’t allow anyman to pass over.

29They struck at that time about ten thousandmen of Moab, every strong
man and everyman of valor. Noman escaped.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. Then the land
had rest eighty years.

31After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who struck six hundred men
of the Philistines with an ox goad. He also saved Israel.

4
1 The children of Israel again did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,

when Ehudwas dead.
2The LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned

in Hazor; the captain of whose army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth of
the Gentiles.

3Thechildrenof Israel cried to theLORD, forhehadninehundredchariots
of iron; and hemightily oppressed the children of Israel for twenty years.

4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, judged Israel at that
time.

5 She lived under Deborah’s palm tree between Ramah and Bethel in
the hill country of Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her for
judgment.
† 3:24 or, “relieving himself”.
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6She sent andcalledBarak the sonofAbinoamoutofKedeshNaphtali, and
said to him, “Hasn’t the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded, ‘Go and lead
theway toMount Tabor, and takewith you ten thousandmenof the children
of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun?

7 I will draw to you, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army,
with his chariots and hismultitude; and I will deliver him into your hand.’ ”

8Barak said to her, “If youwill gowithme, then Iwill go; but if youwill not
go withme, I will not go.”

9 She said, “I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the journey that you
take won’t be for your honor; for the LORD will sell Sisera into a woman’s
hand.” Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali together to Kedesh. Ten thousand
men followed him; and Deborah went up with him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated himself from the Kenites, even
from the children of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, and had pitched his tent
as far as the oak in Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh.

12 They told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount
Tabor.

13 Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of
iron, and all the people whowerewith him, fromHarosheth of the Gentiles,
to the river Kishon.

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Go; for this is the day in which the LORD has
delivered Sisera into your hand. Hasn’t the LORD gone out before you?” So
Barak went down fromMount Tabor, and ten thousandmen after him.

15 The LORD confused Sisera, all his chariots, and all his army, with the
edge of the sword before Barak. Sisera abandoned his chariot and fled away
on his feet.

16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth of the
Gentiles; and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword. There was
not a man left.

17However Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael thewife of Heber
the Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the
house of Heber the Kenite.

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn in, my lord, turn in
tome; don’t be afraid.” He came in to her into the tent, and she covered him
with a rug.

19He said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink; for I am thirsty.”
She opened a container of milk, and gave him a drink, and covered him.
20He said to her, “Stand in the door of the tent, and if any man comes and

inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there anyman here?’ you shall say, ‘No.’ ”
21Then Jael, Heber’swife, took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand,

and went softly to him, and struck the pin into his temples, and it pierced
through into the ground, for he was in a deep sleep; so he fainted and died.

22Behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said to
him, “Come, and I will show you the man whom you seek.” He came to her;
and behold, Sisera lay dead, and the tent peg was in his temples.

23 So God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of Israel
on that day.

24 The hand of the children of Israel prevailed more and more against
Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.
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5
1Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying,

2 “Because the leaders took the lead in Israel,
because the people offered themselves willingly,

be blessed, LORD!
3 “Hear, you kings!

Give ear, you princes!
I, even I, will sing to the LORD.

I will sing praise to the LORD, the God of Israel.

4 “LORD, when youwent out of Seir,
when youmarched out of the field of Edom,

the earth trembled, the sky also dropped.
Yes, the clouds dropped water.

5Themountains quaked at the LORD’s presence,
even Sinai at the presence of the LORD, the God of Israel.

6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied.
The travelers walked through byways.

7The rulers ceased in Israel.
They ceased until I, Deborah, arose;
Until I arose amother in Israel.

8They chose new gods.
Then war was in the gates.
Was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel?

9My heart is toward the governors of Israel,
who offered themselves willingly among the people.
Bless the LORD!

10 “Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,
you who sit on rich carpets,
and you whowalk by the way.

11Far from the noise of archers, in the places of drawing water,
there they will rehearse the LORD’s righteous acts,
the righteous acts of his rule in Israel.

“Then the LORD’s people went down to the gates.
12 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, utter a song!
Arise, Barak, and lead away your captives, you son of Abinoam.’

13 “Then a remnant of the nobles and the people came down.
The LORD came down for me against themighty.

14Those whose root is in Amalek came out of Ephraim,
after you, Benjamin, among your peoples.

Governors come down out of Machir.
Those who handle themarshal’s staff came out of Zebulun.

15The princes of Issachar were with Deborah.
As was Issachar, so was Barak.
They rushed into the valley at his feet.
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By the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great resolves of heart.

16Why did you sit among the sheepfolds?
To hear the whistling for the flocks?

At the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great searchings of heart.

17Gilead lived beyond the Jordan.
Why did Dan remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea,
and lived by his creeks.

18Zebulun was a people that jeopardized their lives to the death;
Naphtali also, on the high places of the field.

19 “The kings came and fought,
then the kings of Canaan fought at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo.
They took no plunder of silver.

20From the sky the stars fought.
From their courses, they fought against Sisera.

21The river Kishon swept them away,
that ancient river, the river Kishon.
My soul, march onwith strength.

22Then the horse hoofs stamped because of the prancing,
the prancing of their strong ones.

23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the LORD’s angel.
‘Curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they didn’t come to help the LORD,
to help the LORD against themighty.’

24 “Jael shall be blessed above women,
the wife of Heber the Kenite;
blessed shall she be above women in the tent.

25He asked for water.
She gave himmilk.
She brought him butter in a lordly dish.

26 She put her hand to the tent peg,
and her right hand to the workmen’s hammer.

With the hammer she struck Sisera.
She struck through his head.
Yes, she pierced and struck through his temples.

27At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay.
At her feet he bowed, he fell.
Where he bowed, there he fell down dead.

28 “Through the window she looked out, and cried:
Sisera’s mother looked through the lattice.

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why do the wheels of his chariots wait?’

29Her wise ladies answered her,
Yes, she returned answer to herself,

30 ‘Have they not found, have they not divided the plunder?
A lady, two ladies to everyman;

to Sisera a plunder of dyed garments,



Judges 5:31 333 Judges 6:16

a plunder of dyed garments embroidered,
of dyed garments embroidered on both sides, on the necks of the
plunder?’

31 “So let all your enemies perish, LORD,
but let those who love him be as the sun when it rises in its strength.”

Then the land had rest forty years.

6
1The children of Israel did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, so the

LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.
2 The hand of Midian prevailed against Israel; and because of Midian the

children of Israelmade themselves the denswhich are in themountains, the
caves, and the strongholds.

3So it was, when Israel had sown, that theMidianites, the Amalekites, and
the children of the east came up against them.

4 They encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth,
until you come to Gaza. They left no sustenance in Israel, and no sheep, ox,
or donkey.

5 For they came up with their livestock and their tents. They came in as
locusts formultitude. Both theyand their camelswerewithoutnumber; and
they came into the land to destroy it.

6 Israelwas brought very lowbecause ofMidian; and the children of Israel
cried to the LORD.

7When the children of Israel cried to the LORD because of Midian,
8 The LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel; and he said to them,

“TheLORD, theGodof Israel, says, ‘I brought youup fromEgypt, andbrought
you out of the house of bondage.

9 I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of
all who oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you
their land.

10 I said to you, “I am the LORD your God. You shall not fear the gods of the
Amorites, inwhose land youdwell.” But youhavenot listened tomyvoice.’ ”

11TheLORD’s angel cameand sat under the oakwhichwas inOphrah, that
belonged to Joash theAbiezrite. His sonGideonwasbeating outwheat in the
wine press, to hide it from theMidianites.

12 The LORD’s angel appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with
you, youmighty man of valor!”

13Gideon said to him, “Oh,my lord, if the LORD iswith us, why thenhas all
this happened to us? Where are all his wondrous works which our fathers
told us of, saying, ‘Didn’t the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the
LORD has cast us off, and delivered us into the hand of Midian.”

14TheLORD lookedathim, and said, “Go in this yourmight, and save Israel
from the hand of Midian. Haven’t I sent you?”

15He said to him, “O Lord,* how shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is
the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”

16The LORD said to him, “Surely Iwill bewith you, and you shall strike the
Midianites as oneman.”
* 6:15 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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17He said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, then showme a
sign that it is you who talk withme.

18Please don’t go away until I come to you, and bring out my present, and
lay it before you.”
He said, “I will wait until you come back.”
19Gideon went in and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes of an

ephah† of meal. He put the meat in a basket and he put the broth in a pot,
and brought it out to him under the oak, and presented it.

20The angel of God said to him, “Take themeat and the unleavened cakes,
and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.”
He did so.
21Then the LORD’s angel stretched out the end of the staff that was in his

hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes; and fire went up
out of the rock and consumed themeat and the unleavened cakes. Then the
LORD’s angel departed out of his sight.

22Gideon saw that he was the LORD’s angel; and Gideon said, “Alas, Lord
GOD! Because I have seen the LORD’s angel face to face!”

23 The LORD said to him, “Peace be to you! Don’t be afraid. You shall not
die.”

24Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it “The LORD is
Peace.”‡ To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

25 That same night, the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, even
the second bull seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that your
father has, and cut down the Asherah that is by it.

26Then build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of this stronghold,
in an orderly way, and take the second bull, and offer a burnt offering with
the wood of the Asherah which you shall cut down.”

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the LORD had
spoken to him. Because he feared his father’s household and themen of the
city, he could not do it by day, but he did it by night.

28When the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar
of Baal was broken down, and the Asherahwas cut down that was by it, and
the second bull was offered on the altar that was built.

29They said to one another, “Who has done this thing?”
When they inquired and asked, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has

done this thing.”
30Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may

die, because he has broken down the altar of Baal, and because he has cut
down the Asherah that was by it.”

31 Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you contend for Baal? Or
will you save him? He who will contend for him, let him be put to death by
morning! If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because someone has
broken down his altar!”

32 Therefore on that day he named him Jerub-Baal,§ saying, “Let Baal
contend against him, because he has broken down his altar.”

33Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east
assembled themselves together; and they passed over, and encamped in the
valley of Jezreel.

† 6:19 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 6:24 or, Shalom § 6:32 “Jerub-Baal”
means “Let Baal contend”.
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34 But the LORD’s Spirit came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and
Abiezer was gathered together to follow him.

35 He sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, and they also were
gathered together to follow him. He sent messengers to Asher, to Zebulun,
and to Naphtali; and they came up tomeet them.

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have
spoken,

37behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew
on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I’ll know that youwill
save Israel bymy hand, as you have spoken.”

38 It was so; for he rose up early on the next day, and pressed the fleece
together, and wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

39Gideon said to God, “Don’t let your anger be kindled against me, and I
will speak but this once. Please let me make a trial just this once with the
fleece. Let it nowbe dry only on the fleece, and on all the ground let there be
dew.”

40 God did so that night; for it was dry on the fleece only, and there was
dew on all the ground.

7
1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people who were with him,

rose up early and encamped beside the spring of Harod. Midian’s campwas
on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2The LORD said to Gideon, “The peoplewho arewith you are toomany for
me to give theMidianites into their hand, lest Israel brag againstme, saying,
‘My own hand has savedme.’

3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is
fearful and trembling, let him return and depart from Mount Gilead.’ ” So
twenty-two thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained.

4 The LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many people. Bring them
down to the water, and I will test them for you there. It shall be, that those
whom I tell you, ‘This shall gowith you,’ shall gowith you; andwhoever I tell
you, ‘This shall not go with you,’ shall not go.”

5Sohebroughtdown thepeople to thewater; and theLORDsaid toGideon,
“Everyonewho laps of thewaterwithhis tongue, like adog laps, you shall set
him by himself; likewise everyone who bows down on his knees to drink.”

6The number of thosewho lapped, putting their hand to theirmouth, was
threehundredmen; but all the rest of thepeople boweddownon their knees
to drink water.

7The LORD said to Gideon, “I will save you by the three hundredmenwho
lapped, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people
go, each to his own place.”

8 So the people took food in their hand, and their trumpets; and he sent
all the rest of the men of Israel to their own tents, but retained the three
hundredmen; and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley.

9That samenight, the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down into the camp, for
I have delivered it into your hand.

10But if you are afraid to go down, gowith Purah your servant down to the
camp.
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11Youwill hearwhat they say; and afterward your handswill be strength-
ened to go down into the camp.” Thenwent he downwith Purah his servant
to the outermost part of the armedmenwhowere in the camp.

12 The Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay
along in the valley like locusts formultitude; and their camels werewithout
number, as the sand which is on the seashore for multitude.

13When Gideon had come, behold, there was aman telling a dream to his
fellow. He said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream; and behold, a cake of barley
bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, came to the tent, and struck it so
that it fell, and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.”

14His fellow answered, “This is nothing other than the sword of Gideon
the son of Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered Midian into his hand,
with all the army.”

15 It was so, whenGideonheard the telling of the dreamand its interpreta-
tion, that he worshiped. Then he returned into the camp of Israel and said,
“Arise, for the LORD has delivered the army of Midian into your hand!”

16Hedivided the threehundredmen into three companies, andheput into
the hands of all of them trumpets and empty pitchers, with torches within
the pitchers.

17He said to them, “Watch me, and do likewise. Behold, when I come to
the outermost part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so you shall do.

18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the
trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and shout, ‘For the LORD and
for Gideon!’ ”

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the
outermost part of the camp in the beginning of themiddlewatch, when they
had but newly set the watch. Then they blew the trumpets and broke in
pieces the pitchers that were in their hands.

20The threecompaniesblewthe trumpets, broke thepitchers, andheld the
torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands with which
to blow; and they shouted, “The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!”

21They each stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran; and
they shouted, and put them to flight.

22 They blew the three hundred trumpets, and the LORD set every man’s
sword against his fellow and against all the army; and the army fled as far
as Beth Shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Meholah, by
Tabbath.

23The men of Israel were gathered together out of Naphtali, out of Asher,
and out of all Manasseh, and pursuedMidian.

24 Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim,
saying, “Come down against Midian and take the waters before them as far
as Beth Barah, even the Jordan!” So all the men of Ephraim were gathered
together and took the waters as far as Beth Barah, even the Jordan.

25 They took the two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb
at Oreb’s rock, and Zeeb they killed at Zeeb’s wine press, as they pursued
Midian. Then they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond
the Jordan.
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8
1Themen of Ephraim said to him, “Whyhave you treated us this way, that

you didn’t call us when you went to fight with Midian?” They rebuked him
sharply.

2He said to them, “What have I now done in comparison with you? Isn’t
the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer?

3God has delivered into your hand the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb!
Whatwas I able todo in comparisonwithyou?” Then their angerwasabated
toward himwhen he had said that.

4 Gideon came to the Jordan and passed over, he and the three hundred
menwhowere with him, faint, yet pursuing.

5He said to the men of Succoth, “Please give loaves of bread to the people
who follow me; for they are faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”

6The princes of Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now
in your hand, that we should give bread to your army?”

7 Gideon said, “Therefore when the LORD has delivered Zebah and Zal-
munna into my hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the
wilderness and with briers.”

8Hewent up there to Penuel, and spoke to them in the sameway; and the
men of Penuel answered him as themen of Succoth had answered.

9He spoke also to themen of Penuel, saying, “When I come again in peace,
I will break down this tower.”

10Now Zebah and Zalmunnawere in Karkor, and their armies with them,
about fifteen thousandmen, all whowere left of all the army of the children
of the east; for there fell one hundred twenty thousand men who drew
sword.

11 Gideon went up by the way of those who lived in tents on the east of
Nobah and Jogbehah, and struck the army; for the army felt secure.

12 Zebah and Zalmunna fled and he pursued them. He took the two kings
of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and confused all the army.

13 Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle from the ascent of
Heres.

14He caught a youngman of themen of Succoth, and inquired of him; and
he described for him the princes of Succoth, and its elders, seventy-seven
men.

15 He came to the men of Succoth, and said, “See Zebah and Zalmunna,
concerning whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna now in your hand, that we should give bread to your men who
are weary?’ ”

16He took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers,
and with them he taught themen of Succoth.

17He broke down the tower of Penuel, and killed themen of the city.
18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind of men were they

whom you killed at Tabor?”
They answered, “Theywere like you. They all resembled the children of a

king.”
19He said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As the LORD

lives, if you had saved them alive, I would not kill you.”
20 He said to Jether his firstborn, “Get up and kill them!” But the youth

didn’t draw his sword; for he was afraid, because he was yet a youth.
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21Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “You rise and fall on us; for as theman
is, so is his strength.” Gideon arose, and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and
took the crescents that were on their camels’ necks.

22Then themen of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you, your son,
and your son’s son also; for you have saved us out of the hand of Midian.”

23Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule
over you. The LORD shall rule over you.”

24Gideon said to them, “I do have a request: that you would each give me
the earrings of his plunder.” (For they had golden earrings, because they
were Ishmaelites.)

25 They answered, “Wewill willingly give them.” They spread a garment,
and everyman threw the earrings of his plunder into it.

26 The weight of the golden earrings that he requested was one thousand
and seven hundred shekels* of gold, in addition to the crescents, and the
pendants, and the purple clothing that was on the kings of Midian, and in
addition to the chains that were about their camels’ necks.

27Gideon made an ephod out of it, and put it in Ophrah, his city. Then all
Israel played the prostitute with it there; and it became a snare to Gideon
and to his house.

28 So Midian was subdued before the children of Israel, and they lifted up
their heads nomore. The land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon.

29 Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house.
30 Gideon had seventy sons conceived from his body, for he had many

wives.
31His concubine whowas in Shechem also bore him a son, and he named

him Abimelech.
32 Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in the

tomb of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
33 As soon as Gideon was dead, the children of Israel turned again and

played the prostitute following the Baals, andmade Baal Berith their god.
34 The children of Israel didn’t remember the LORD their God, who had

delivered them out of the hand of all their enemies on every side;
35neitherdid they showkindness to thehouseof Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon,

according to all the goodness which he had shown to Israel.

9
1Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s broth-

ers, and spokewith themandwith all the family of the house of hismother’s
father, saying,

2 “Please speak in the ears of all the men of Shechem, ‘Is it better for you
that all the sons of Jerubbaal, whoare seventy persons, rule over you, or that
one rule over you?’ Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.”

3Hismother’s brothers spoke of him in the ears of all themen of Shechem
all thesewords. Their hearts inclined to followAbimelech; for they said, “He
is our brother.”

4 They gave him seventy pieces of silver out of the house of Baal Berith,
with which Abimelech hired vain and reckless fellows who followed him.

* 8:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 1700 shekels is about 17 kilograms or
37.4 pounds.
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5Hewent to his father’s house at Ophrah, and killed his brothers the sons
of Jerubbaal, being seventy persons, on one stone; but Jotham the youngest
son of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself.

6 All the men of Shechem assembled themselves together with all the
house of Millo, and went and made Abimelech king by the oak of the pillar
that was in Shechem.

7 When they told it to Jotham, he went and stood on the top of Mount
Gerizim and lifted up his voice, cried out, and said to them, “Listen to me,
youmen of Shechem, that Godmay listen to you.

8The trees set out to anoint a king over themselves. They said to the olive
tree, ‘Reign over us.’

9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Should I stop producing my oil, with
which they honor God and man by me, and go to wave back and forth over
the trees?’

10 “The trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come and reign over us.’
11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Should I leavemy sweetness, andmygood

fruit, and go to wave back and forth over the trees?’
12 “The trees said to the vine, ‘Come and reign over us.’
13 “The vine said to them, ‘Should I leave my newwine, which cheers God

andman, and go to wave back and forth over the trees?’
14 “Then all the trees said to the bramble, ‘Come and reign over us.’
15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in truth you anoint me king over you,

then come and take refuge in my shade; and if not, let fire come out of the
bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.’

16 “Now therefore, if you have dealt truly and righteously, in that you have
made Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his
house, and have done to him according to the deserving of his hands

17 (formy father fought for you, riskedhis life, anddelivered youout of the
hand of Midian;

18 and you have risen up against my father’s house today and have slain
his sons, seventy persons, on one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son
of his female servant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your
brother);

19 if you then have dealt truly and righteouslywith Jerubbaal andwith his
house today, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you;

20 but if not, let fire come out from Abimelech and devour the men of
Shechem and the house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of
Shechem and from the house of Millo and devour Abimelech.”

21 Jotham ran away and fled, andwent to Beer* and lived there, for fear of
Abimelech his brother.

22Abimelech was prince over Israel three years.
23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of

Shechem; and themen of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech,
24 that the violence done to the seventy sons of Jerubbaalmight come, and

that their blood might be laid on Abimelech their brother who killed them,
and on themen of Shechemwho strengthened his hands to kill his brothers.

25 The men of Shechem set an ambush for him on the tops of the moun-
tains, and they robbed allwho camealong thatwayby them; andAbimelech
was told about it.
* 9:21 “Beer” is Hebrew for “well”, i.e., a village named for its well.
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26Gaal the son of Ebed camewith his brothers andwent over to Shechem;
and themen of Shechem put their trust in him.

27Theywent out into the field, harvested their vineyards, trod the grapes,
celebrated, and went into the house of their god and ate and drank, and
cursed Abimelech.

28Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech, andwho is Shechem, that
we should serve him? Isn’t he the son of Jerubbaal? Isn’t Zebul his officer?
Serve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem, but why should we serve
him?

29 I wish that this people were under my hand! Then I would remove
Abimelech.” He said to Abimelech, “Increase your army and come out!”

30WhenZebul the ruler of the city heard thewords ofGaal the sonof Ebed,
his anger burned.

31He sent messengers to Abimelech craftily, saying, “Behold, Gaal the son
of Ebed and his brothers have come to Shechem; and behold, they incite the
city against you.

32Now therefore, go up by night, you and the people who are with you,
and lie in wait in the field.

33 It shall be that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, you shall rise
early and rushon the city. Behold,whenheand thepeoplewhoarewithhim
come out against you, thenmay you do to them as you shall find occasion.”

34Abimelech rose up, and all the peoplewhowerewith him, by night, and
they laid wait against Shechem in four companies.

35Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entrance of the gate of
the city. Abimelech rose up, and the people who were with him, from the
ambush.

36WhenGaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, “Behold, people are coming
down from the tops of themountains.”
Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows of the mountains as if they were

men.”
37 Gaal spoke again and said, “Behold, people are coming down by the

middle of the land, and one company comes by the way of the oak of
Meonenim.”

38Then Zebul said to him, “Nowwhere is yourmouth, that you said, ‘Who
is Abimelech, that we should serve him?’ Isn’t this the people that you have
despised? Please go out now and fight with them.”

39Gaal went out before themen of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.
40Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, andmany fell wounded,

even to the entrance of the gate.
41Abimelech lived at Arumah; and Zebul drove out Gaal and his brothers,

that they should not dwell in Shechem.
42 On the next day, the people went out into the field; and they told

Abimelech.
43He took thepeopleanddivided theminto three companies, and laidwait

in the field; and he looked, and behold, the people came out of the city. So,
he rose up against them and struck them.

44Abimelech and the companies that were with him rushed forward and
stood in the entrance of the gate of the city; and the two companies rushed
on all who were in the field and struck them.

45Abimelech fought against the city all that day; and he took the city and
killed the people in it. He beat down the city and sowed it with salt.
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46When all themen of the tower of Shechemheard of it, they entered into
the stronghold of the house of Elberith.

47 Abimelech was told that all the men of the tower of Shechem were
gathered together.

48Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, he and all the people who were
with him; andAbimelech took an ax in his hand, and cut downabough from
the trees, and took itup, and laid it onhis shoulder. Thenhesaid to thepeople
who were with him, “What you have seen me do, make haste, and do as I
have done!”

49 All the people likewise each cut down his bough, followed Abimelech,
and put them at the base of the stronghold, and set the stronghold on fire
over them, so that all the people of the tower of Shechem died also, about a
thousandmen andwomen.

50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez and encamped against Thebez, and
took it.

51But therewas a strong towerwithin the city, andall themenandwomen
of the city fled there, and shut themselves in, and went up to the roof of the
tower.

52Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it, and camenear to the
door of the tower to burn it with fire.

53 A certain woman cast an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, and
broke his skull.

54 Then he called hastily to the young man, his armor bearer, and said to
him, “Drawyour sword and killme, thatmennot say ofme, ‘Awoman killed
him.’ His youngman thrust him through, and he died.”

55 When the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they each
departed to his place.

56ThusGodrepaid thewickednessofAbimelech,whichhedid tohis father
in killing his seventy brothers;

57andGodrepaidall thewickednessof themenofShechemontheirheads;
and the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came on them.

10
1After Abimelech, Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, amanof Issachar,

arose to save Israel. He lived in Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim.
2He judged Israel twenty-three years, and died, andwas buried in Shamir.
3After him Jair, the Gileadite, arose. He judged Israel twenty-two years.
4Hehad thirty sonswhorodeon thirtydonkey colts. Theyhad thirty cities,

which are called Havvoth Jair to this day, which are in the land of Gilead.
5 Jair died, and was buried in Kamon.
6 The children of Israel again did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,

and served the Baals, the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon,
the gods of Moab, the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the
Philistines. They abandoned the LORD, and didn’t serve him.

7The LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he sold them into the hand
of the Philistines and into the hand of the children of Ammon.

8 They troubled and oppressed the children of Israel that year. For
eighteen years they oppressed all the children of Israel that were beyond
the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.
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9 The children of Ammon passed over the Jordan to fight also against
Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim, so that
Israel was very distressed.

10Thechildrenof Israel cried to theLORD, saying, “Wehave sinnedagainst
you, even because we have forsaken our God, and have served the Baals.”

11 The LORD said to the children of Israel, “Didn’t I save you from the
Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from
the Philistines?

12 The Sidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, oppressed
you; and you cried to me, and I saved you out of their hand.

13 Yet you have forsaken me and served other gods. Therefore I will save
you nomore.

14Go and cry to the godswhich you have chosen. Let them save you in the
time of your distress!”

15 The children of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned! Do to us
whatever seems good to you; only deliver us, please, today.”

16They put away the foreign gods fromamong themand served the LORD;
and his soul was grieved for themisery of Israel.

17Then the children of Ammonwere gathered together and encamped in
Gilead. The childrenof Israel assembled themselves together andencamped
inMizpah.

18The people, the princes of Gilead, said to one another, “Who is the man
whowill begin tofightagainst the childrenofAmmon? Heshall beheadover
all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

11
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor. He was the son

of a prostitute. Gilead became the father of Jephthah.
2Gilead’s wife bore him sons. When his wife’s sons grew up, they drove

Jephthah out and said to him, “Youwill not inherit in our father’s house, for
you are the son of another woman.”

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob.
Outlaws joined upwith Jephthah, and they went out with him.

4After a while, the children of Ammonmade war against Israel.
5 When the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of

Gilead went to get Jephthah out of the land of Tob.
6They said to Jephthah, “Comeandbe our chief, thatwemayfightwith the

children of Ammon.”
7 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Didn’t you hate me, and drive me

out of my father’s house? Why have you come to me now when you are in
distress?”

8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Therefore we have turned again
to you now, that you may go with us and fight with the children of Ammon.
You will be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If youbringmehomeagain to fight
with the children of Ammon, and the LORD delivers them before me, will I
be your head?”

10 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The LORD will be witness
between us. Surely wewill do what you say.”
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11Then Jephthahwentwith the elders of Gilead, and the peoplemade him
head and chief over them. Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD in
Mizpah.

12 Jephthah sentmessengers to the king of the children of Ammon, saying,
“What do you have to do with me, that you have come to me to fight against
my land?”

13 The king of the children of Ammon answered the messengers of Jeph-
thah, “Because Israel tookawaymy landwhenhe cameupout of Egypt, from
the Arnon even to the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. Now therefore restore that
territory again peaceably.”

14 Jephthah sent messengers again to the king of the children of Ammon;
15 and he said to him, “Jephthah says: Israel didn’t take away the land of

Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon;
16 but when they came up from Egypt, and Israel went through the

wilderness to the Red Sea, and came to Kadesh,
17 then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let me

pass through your land;’ but the king of Edomdidn’t listen. In the sameway,
he sent to the king of Moab, but he refused; so Israel stayed in Kadesh.

18 Then they went through the wilderness, and went around the land of
Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of Moab,
and they encamped on the other side of the Arnon; but they didn’t come
within the border of Moab, for the Arnonwas the border of Moab.

19 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of
Heshbon; and Israel said to him, ‘Please let us pass through your land to my
place.’

20 But Sihon didn’t trust Israel to pass through his border; but Sihon
gathered all his people together, and encamped in Jahaz, and fought against
Israel.

21The LORD, the God of Israel, delivered Sihon and all his people into the
hand of Israel, and they struck them. So Israel possessed all the land of the
Amorites, the inhabitants of that country.

22 They possessed all the border of the Amorites, from the Arnon even to
the Jabbok, and from the wilderness even to the Jordan.

23So now the LORD, the God of Israel, has dispossessed the Amorites from
before his people Israel, and should you possess them?

24Won’t you possess that which Chemosh your god gives you to possess?
So whoever the LORD our God has dispossessed from before us, them will
we possess.

25Noware youanythingbetter thanBalak the sonof Zippor, king ofMoab?
Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them?

26 Israel lived in Heshbon and its towns, and in Aroer and its towns, and
in all the cities that are along the side of the Arnon for three hundred years!
Why didn’t you recover themwithin that time?

27 Therefore I have not sinned against you, but you do me wrong to war
againstme. May the LORD the Judge be judge today between the children of
Israel and the children of Ammon.”

28However, the king of the children of Ammon didn’t listen to the words
of Jephthah which he sent him.
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29Then theLORD’s Spirit cameon Jephthah, andhepassedoverGileadand
Manasseh, and passed overMizpah of Gilead, and fromMizpah of Gilead he
passed over to the children of Ammon.

30 Jephthah vowed a vow to the LORD, and said, “If youwill indeed deliver
the children of Ammon into my hand,

31 then it shall be, that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to
meetmewhen I return in peace from the children of Ammon, it shall be the
LORD’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.”

32So Jephthahpassed over to the childrenofAmmon tofight against them;
and the LORD delivered them into his hand.

33 He struck them from Aroer until you come to Minnith, even twenty
cities, and to Abelcheramim, with a very great slaughter. So the children
of Ammonwere subdued before the children of Israel.

34 Jephthah came to Mizpah to his house; and behold, his daughter came
out to meet himwith tambourines and with dances. She was his only child.
Besides her he had neither son nor daughter.

35When he saw her, he tore his clothes, and said, “Alas, my daughter! You
have brought me very low, and you are one of those who trouble me; for I
have openedmymouth to the LORD, and I can’t go back.”

36 She said to him, “My father, you have opened your mouth to the
LORD; do to me according to that which has proceeded out of your mouth,
because the LORD has taken vengeance for you on your enemies, even on
the children of Ammon.”

37 Then she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me. Leave me
alone two months, that I may depart and go down on the mountains, and
bewail my virginity, I andmy companions.”

38He said, “Go.” He sent her away for two months; and she departed, she
and her companions, andmourned her virginity on themountains.

39At the end of two months, she returned to her father, who did with her
according to his vow which he had vowed. She was a virgin. It became a
custom in Israel

40 that the daughters of Israel went yearly to celebrate the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year.

12
1Themenof Ephraimwere gathered together, andpassednorthward; and

they said to Jephthah, “Whydid you pass over to fight against the children of
Ammon, and didn’t call us to go with you? Wewill burn your house around
youwith fire!”

2 Jephthah said to them, “I and my people were at great strife with the
children of Ammon; and when I called you, you didn’t save me out of their
hand.

3When I saw that you didn’t saveme, I putmy life inmy hand, and passed
over against the children of Ammon, and the LORD delivered them into my
hand. Why then have you come up tome today, to fight against me?”

4Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with
Ephraim. The men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because they said, “You are
fugitives of Ephraim, you Gileadites, in the middle of Ephraim, and in the
middle of Manasseh.”
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5 The Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites.
Whenever a fugitive of Ephraim said, “Let me go over,” the men of Gilead
said to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he said, “No;”

6 then they said to him, “Now say ‘Shibboleth;’ ” and he said “Sibboleth”;
for he couldn’t manage to pronounce it correctly, then they seized him and
killed him at the fords of the Jordan. At that time, forty-two thousand of
Ephraim fell.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and
was buried in the cities of Gilead.

8After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel.
9He had thirty sons. He sent his thirty daughters outside his clan, and he

brought in thirty daughters from outside his clan for his sons. He judged
Israel seven years.

10 Ibzan died, and was buried at Bethlehem.
11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten

years.
12 Elon the Zebulunite died, and was buried in Aijalon in the land of

Zebulun.
13After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel.
14 He had forty sons and thirty sons’ sons who rode on seventy donkey

colts. He judged Israel eight years.
15Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died, andwas buried in Pirathon

in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites.

13
1 The children of Israel again did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight;

and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.
2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose

namewasManoah; and his wife was barren, and childless.
3The LORD’s angel appeared to thewoman, and said to her, “See now, you

are barren and childless; but you shall conceive and bear a son.
4Now therefore please beware and drink no wine nor strong drink, and

don’t eat any unclean thing;
5 for, behold, youshall conceiveandgivebirth toa son. Norazor shall come

on his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from thewomb. He shall
begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

6Then thewomancameand toldherhusband, saying, “AmanofGodcame
to me, and his face was like the face of the angel of God, very awesome. I
didn’t ask himwhere he was from, neither did he tell me his name;

7 but he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son; and now
drink no wine nor strong drink. Don’t eat any unclean thing, for the child
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’ ”

8ThenManoahentreated theLORD, andsaid, “Oh, Lord, please let theman
of God whom you sent come again to us, and teach us what we should do to
the child who shall be born.”

9God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to
thewomanas she sat in the field; butManoah, her husband,wasn’twith her.

10 The woman hurried and ran, and told her husband, saying to him,
“Behold, the manwho came tome that day has appeared to me.”

11Manoah arose and followed his wife, and came to the man, and said to
him, “Are you themanwho spoke to mywife?”
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He said, “I am.”
12Manoah said, “Now let your words happen. What shall the child’s way

of life andmission be?”
13The LORD’s angel said toManoah, “Of all that I said to thewoman let her

beware.
14Shemay not eat of anything that comes of the vine, neither let her drink

wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. Let her observe all that I
commanded her.”

15Manoahsaid to theLORD’s angel, “Please staywithus, thatwemaymake
a young goat ready for you.”

16 The LORD’s angel said to Manoah, “Though you detain me, I won’t eat
your bread. If you will prepare a burnt offering, you must offer it to the
LORD.” ForManoah didn’t know that he was the LORD’s angel.

17Manoah said to the LORD’s angel, “What is your name, that when your
words happen, wemay honor you?”

18The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why do you ask about my name, since it
is incomprehensible*?”

19SoManoah took the young goatwith themeal offering, and offered it on
the rock to the LORD. Then the angel did an amazing thing as Manoah and
his wife watched.

20Forwhen theflamewentup toward the sky fromoff thealtar, theLORD’s
angel ascended in the flame of the altar. Manoah and his wife watched; and
they fell on their faces to the ground.

21But the LORD’s angel didn’t appear to Manoah or to his wife any more.
ThenManoah knew that he was the LORD’s angel.

22 Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, because we have seen
God.”

23But hiswife said to him, “If the LORDwerepleased to kill us, hewouldn’t
have received a burnt offering and a meal offering at our hand, and he
wouldn’t have shown us all these things, nor would he have told us such
things as these at this time.”

24Thewomanbore a son andnamedhimSamson. The child grew, and the
LORD blessed him.

25The LORD’s Spirit began to move him in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah
and Eshtaol.

14
1 Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the

daughters of the Philistines.
2He came up, and told his father and his mother, saying, “I have seen a

woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines. Now therefore get her
for me as mywife.”

3Then his father and his mother said to him, “Isn’t there a woman among
your brothers’ daughters, or among all my people, that you go to take awife
of the uncircumcised Philistines?”
Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she pleases mewell.”
4But his father and hismother didn’t know that it was of the LORD; for he

sought an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines
ruled over Israel.

5Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and his mother, and
came to the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a young lion roared at him.
* 13:18 or, wonderful
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6 The LORD’s Spirit came mightily on him, and he tore him as he would
have torn a young goat with his bare hands, but he didn’t tell his father or
his mother what he had done.

7Hewent downand talkedwith thewoman, and shepleased Samsonwell.
8After awhile he returned to take her, and hewent over to see the carcass

of the lion; and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion,
and honey.

9He took it into his hands, and went on, eating as he went. He came to his
father and mother and gave to them, and they ate, but he didn’t tell them
that he had taken the honey out of the lion’s body.

10His fatherwent down to thewoman; and Samsonmade a feast there, for
the youngmen used to do so.

11When they saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with him.
12 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle now. If you can tell me

the answerwithin the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give
you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing;

13 but if you can’t tell me the answer, then you shall give me thirty linen
garments and thirty changes of clothing.”
They said to him, “Tell us your riddle, that wemay hear it.”
14He said to them,

“Out of the eater came out food.
Out of the strong came out sweetness.”

They couldn’t in three days declare the riddle.
15On the seventh day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband,

thathemaydeclare tous the riddle, lestweburnyouandyour father’shouse
with fire. Have you called us to impoverish us? Isn’t that so?”

16 Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, “You just hate me, and don’t
loveme. You’ve told a riddle to the children ofmy people, and haven’t told it
to me.”
He said to her, “Behold, I haven’t told my father or my mother, so why

should I tell you?”
17Shewept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted; and on the

seventh day, he told her, because she pressed him severely; and she told the
riddle to the children of her people.

18The men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went
down, “What is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?”
He said to them,

“If you hadn’t plowedwithmy heifer,
you wouldn’t have found out my riddle.”

19The LORD’s Spirit camemightily on him, and hewent down to Ashkelon
and struck thirtymen of them. He took their plunder, then gave the changes
of clothing to those who declared the riddle. His anger burned, and hewent
up to his father’s house.

20But Samson’swifewas given tohis companion,whohadbeenhis friend.

15
1 But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, Samson visited his wife

with a young goat. He said, “I will go in to mywife’s room.”
But her father wouldn’t allow him to go in.
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2 Her father said, “I most certainly thought that you utterly hated her;
therefore I gave her to your companion. Isn’t her younger sister more
beautiful than she? Please, take her instead.”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I will be blameless in the case of the
Philistines when I harm them.”

4 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and
turned tail to tail, and put a torch in themiddle between every two tails.

5Whenhehad set the torches onfire, he let themgo into the standing grain
of thePhilistines, andburnedupboth the shocks and the standing grain, and
also the olive groves.

6Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?”
They said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken

his wife and given her to his companion.” The Philistines came up, and
burned her and her father with fire.

7 Samson said to them, “If you behave like this, surely I will take revenge
on you, and after that I will cease.”

8He struck them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; and he went down
and lived in the cave in Etam’s rock.

9Then thePhilistineswent up, encamped in Judah, and spread themselves
in Lehi.

10Themen of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?”
They said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he has done

to us.”
11Then three thousandmenof Judahwentdownto thecave inEtam’s rock,

and said to Samson, “Don’t you know that the Philistines are rulers over us?
What then is this that you have done to us?”
He said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done to them.”
12They said to him, “Wehave come down to bind you, thatwemay deliver

you into the hand of the Philistines.”
Samsonsaid to them, “Swear tome that youwill not attackmeyourselves.”
13Theyspoke tohim, saying, “No, butwewill bindyousecurelyanddeliver

you into their hands; but surely we will not kill you.” They bound himwith
two new ropes, and brought him up from the rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him. Then
the LORD’s Spirit camemightily on him, and the ropes thatwere onhis arms
became as flax that was burned with fire; and his bands dropped from off
his hands.

15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, put out his hand, took it, and
struck a thousandmenwith it.

16 Samson said, “With the jawbone of a donkey, heaps on heaps; with the
jawbone of a donkey I have struck a thousandmen.”

17When he had finished speaking, he threw the jawbone out of his hand;
and that place was called Ramath Lehi.*

18He was very thirsty, and called on the LORD and said, “You have given
this great deliverance by the hand of your servant; and now shall I die of
thirst, and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?”

19But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, and water came out of it.
When he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its
namewas called En Hakkore, which is in Lehi, to this day.

20He judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines.
* 15:17 “Ramath” means “hill” and “Lehi” means “jawbone”.
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16
1 Samsonwent to Gaza, and saw there a prostitute, and went in to her.
2The Gazites were told, “Samson is here!” They surrounded him and laid

wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night,
saying, “Wait until morning light; then wewill kill him.”

3 Samson lay until midnight, then arose at midnight and took hold of the
doors of the gate of the city, with the two posts, and plucked them up, bar
and all, and put them on his shoulders and carried them up to the top of the
mountain that is before Hebron.

4 It came to pass afterward that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek,
whose namewas Delilah.

5 The lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him,
and see in which his great strength lies, and by what means wemay prevail
against him, that we may bind him to afflict him; and we will each give you
eleven hundred pieces of silver.”

6 Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies,
and what youmight be bound to afflict you.”

7 Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven green cords that were
never dried, then shall I becomeweak, and be as another man.”

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green cords
which had not been dried, and she bound himwith them.

9Now she had an ambushwaiting in the inner room. She said to him, “The
Philistinesareonyou, Samson!” Hebroke thecordsasaflax thread isbroken
when it touches the fire. So his strength was not known.

10Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you havemockedme, and toldme lies.
Now please tell me how youmight be bound.”

11He said to her, “If they only bindmewith new ropeswithwhich nowork
has been done, then shall I becomeweak, and be as another man.”

12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, then said to him,
“The Philistines are on you, Samson!” The ambush was waiting in the inner
room. He broke them off his arms like a thread.

13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until now, you have mocked me and told me
lies. Tell me with what youmight be bound.”
He said to her, “If youweave the seven locks ofmy headwith the fabric on

the loom.”
14She fastened itwith the pin, and said to him, “The Philistines are on you,

Samson!” He awakened out of his sleep, and plucked away the pin of the
beam and the fabric.

15 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not
with me? You have mocked me these three times, and have not told me
where your great strength lies.”

16When shepressedhimdailywithherwords andurgedhim, his soulwas
troubled to death.

17He told her all his heart and said to her, “No razor has ever come onmy
head; for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am
shaved, then my strength will go from me and I will become weak, and be
like any other man.”

18When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called
for the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Comeup this once, for he has toldme
all his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought
themoney in their hand.
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19 She made him sleep on her knees; and she called for a man and shaved
off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength
went from him.

20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!”
He awoke out of his sleep, and said, “I will go out as at other times, and

shake myself free.” But he didn’t know that the LORD had departed from
him.

21The Philistines laid hold on him and put out his eyes; and they brought
him down to Gaza and bound him with fetters of bronze; and he ground at
themill in the prison.

22However, the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaved.
23The lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to

Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, “OurgodhasdeliveredSamson
our enemy into our hand.”

24When the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, “Our
godhasdeliveredour enemyand thedestroyer of our country,whohas slain
many of us, into our hand.”

25When their hearts weremerry, they said, “Call for Samson, that hemay
entertain us.” They called for Samson out of the prison; and he performed
before them. They set him between the pillars;

26and Samson said to the boywho held himby the hand, “Allowme to feel
the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean on them.”

27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the
Philistineswere there; and therewereon the roof about three thousandmen
andwomen, who sawwhile Samson performed.

28Samson called to the LORD, and said, “Lord GOD, rememberme, please,
and strengthenme, please, only this once, God, that Imaybeat onceavenged
of the Philistines for my two eyes.”

29 Samson took hold of the two middle pillars on which the house rested
and leaned on them, the one with his right hand and the other with his left.

30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” He bowed himself with
all hismight; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the peoplewhowere
in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than those who he
killed in his life.

31 Then his brothers and all the house of his father came down and took
him, and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the
burial site of Manoah his father. He judged Israel twenty years.

17
1Therewas aman of the hill country of Ephraim,whose namewasMicah.
2 He said to his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces of silver that were

taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also spoke it in my
ears—behold, the silver is withme. I took it.”
His mother said, “May the LORD bless my son!”
3He restored the eleven hundred pieces of silver to his mother, then his

mother said, “I most certainly dedicate the silver to the LORD frommyhand
for my son, to make a carved image and a molten image. Now therefore I
will restore it to you.”

4Whenhe restored themoney to hismother, hismother took twohundred
pieces of silver, and gave them to a silversmith, who made a carved image
and amolten image out of it. It was in the house of Micah.
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5 The man Micah had a house of gods, and he made an ephod, and
teraphim,* and consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.

6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did that which was
right in his own eyes.

7 There was a young man out of Bethlehem Judah, of the family of Judah,
whowas a Levite; and he lived there.

8Themandepartedoutof thecity, outofBethlehemJudah, to livewherehe
could find a place, and he came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house
of Micah, as he traveled.

9Micah said to him, “Where did you come from?”
He said to him, “I am a Levite of Bethlehem Judah, and I am looking for a

place to live.”
10Micah said to him, “Dwell with me, and be to me a father and a priest,

and I will give you ten pieces of silver per year, a suit of clothing, and your
food.” So the Levite went in.

11The Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was
to him as one of his sons.

12Micahconsecrated theLevite, and theyoungmanbecamehispriest, and
was in the house of Micah.

13ThenMicah said, “Now I know that the LORDwill do good tome, since I
have a Levite as my priest.”

18
1 In those days there was no king in Israel. In those days the tribe of the

Danites sought an inheritance to dwell in; for to that day, their inheritance
had not fallen to them among the tribes of Israel.

2 The children of Dan sent five men of their family from their whole
number, men of valor, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land and
to search it. They said to them, “Go, explore the land!”
They came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and

lodged there.
3When theywere by the house ofMicah, they knew the voice of the young

man the Levite; so they went over there and said to him, “Who brought you
here? What do you do in this place? What do you have here?”

4 He said to them, “Thus and thus has Micah dealt with me, and he has
hiredme, and I have become his priest.”

5They said to him, “Please ask counsel of God, that wemay knowwhether
our way which we go shall be prosperous.”

6The priest said to them, “Go in peace. Yourway inwhich you go is before
the LORD.”

7 Then the five men departed and came to Laish and saw the people who
were there, how they lived in safety, in the way of the Sidonians, quiet and
secure; for therewas no one in the land possessing authority, thatmight put
them to shame in anything, and they were far from the Sidonians, and had
no dealings with anyone else.

8 They came to their brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol; and their brothers
asked them, “What do you say?”
* 17:5 teraphimwere household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the
household property.
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9They said, “Arise, and let’s go up against them; forwe have seen the land,
and behold, it is very good. Do you stand still? Don’t be slothful to go and to
enter in to possess the land.

10When you go, you will come to an unsuspecting people, and the land is
large; for God has given it into your hand, a place where there is no lack of
anything that is in the earth.”

11 The family of the Danites set out from Zorah and Eshtaol with six
hundredmen armedwith weapons of war.

12Theywent up and encamped in Kiriath Jearim in Judah. Therefore they
call that place Mahaneh Dan to this day. Behold, it is behind Kiriath Jearim.

13They passed from there to the hill country of Ephraim, and came to the
house of Micah.

14 Then the five men who went to spy out the country of Laish answered
and said to their brothers, “Do you know that there is in these houses an
ephod, and teraphim,* and a carved image, and a molten image? Now
therefore consider what you have to do.”

15 They went over there and came to the house of the young Levite man,
even to the house of Micah, and asked him how hewas doing.

16The six hundredmenarmedwith theirweapons ofwar,whowere of the
children of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate.

17The five men who went to spy out the land went up, and came in there,
and took the engraved image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten
image; and the priest stood by the entrance of the gate with the six hundred
men armedwith weapons of war.

18When these went into Micah’s house, and took the engraved image, the
ephod, the teraphim, and the molten image, the priest said to them, “What
are you doing?”

19They said to him, “Hold your peace, put your hand on your mouth, and
go with us. Be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for you to be priest to
the house of oneman, or to be priest to a tribe and a family in Israel?”

20 The priest’s heart was glad, and he took the ephod, the teraphim, and
the engraved image, and went with the people.

21 So they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the livestock, and
the goods before them.

22 When they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men who
were in the houses near Micah’s house gathered together and overtook the
children of Dan.

23As they called to the children of Dan, they turned their faces, and said to
Micah, “What ails you, that you comewith such a company?”

24He said, “You have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest,
and have gone away! Whatmore do I have? How can you askme, ‘What ails
you?’ ”

25 The children of Dan said to him, “Don’t let your voice be heard among
us, lest angry fellows fall on you, and you lose your life, with the lives of your
household.”

26ThechildrenofDanwent theirway; andwhenMicah saw that theywere
too strong for him, he turned andwent back to his house.

* 18:14 teraphimwere household idols thatmay have been associatedwith inheritance rights to the
household property.
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27They took thatwhichMicahhadmade, and the priestwhomhehad, and
came to Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting, and struck themwith the
edge of the sword; then they burned the city with fire.

28There was no deliverer, because it was far from Sidon, and they had no
dealings with anyone else; and it was in the valley that lies by Beth Rehob.
They built the city and lived in it.

29They called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father,
who was born to Israel; however the name of the city used to be Laish.

30 The children of Dan set up for themselves the engraved image; and
Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his sons were priests
to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land.

31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s engraved image which he made,
and it remained all the time that God’s house was in Shiloh.

19
1 In thosedays,when therewasnoking in Israel, therewasa certainLevite

living on the farther side of thehill country of Ephraim,who took forhimself
a concubine out of Bethlehem Judah.

2His concubine played the prostitute against him, and went away from
him to her father’s house to Bethlehem Judah, and was there for four
months.

3Her husband arose andwent after her to speak kindly to her, to bring her
again, having his servant with him and a couple of donkeys. She brought
him into her father’s house; andwhen the father of the young lady sawhim,
he rejoiced to meet him.

4His father-in-law, the young lady’s father, kept him there; and he stayed
with him three days. So they ate and drank, and stayed there.

5 On the fourth day, they got up early in the morning, and he rose up
to depart. The young lady’s father said to his son-in-law, “Strengthen your
heart with amorsel of bread, and afterward you shall go your way.”

6 So they sat down, ate, and drank, both of them together. Then the young
lady’s father said to theman, “Please be pleased to stay all night, and let your
heart bemerry.”

7Themanroseup todepart; buthis father-in-lawurgedhim, andhe stayed
there again.

8He arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart; and the young
lady’s father said, “Please strengthen your heart and stay until the day
declines;” and they both ate.

9When theman rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant,
his father-in-law, the young lady’s father, said to him, “Behold, now the day
draws toward evening, please stay all night. Behold, the day is ending. Stay
here, that your heart may be merry; and tomorrow go on your way early,
that youmay go home.”

10But themanwouldn’t stay thatnight, buthe roseupandwentnear Jebus
(also called Jerusalem). With him were a couple of saddled donkeys. His
concubine also was with him.

11When they were by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said
to his master, “Please come and let’s enter into this city of the Jebusites, and
stay in it.”

12His master said to him, “Wewon’t enter into the city of a foreigner that
is not of the children of Israel; but we will pass over to Gibeah.”
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13He said to his servant, “Come and let’s draw near to one of these places;
and wewill lodge in Gibeah, or in Ramah.”

14 So they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down on them
near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.

15 They went over there, to go in to stay in Gibeah. He went in, and sat
down in the street of the city; for there was no one who took them into his
house to stay.

16Behold, an oldman came fromhiswork out of the field at evening. Now
the man was from the hill country of Ephraim, and he lived in Gibeah; but
themen of the place were Benjamites.

17He lifted uphis eyes, and saw thewayfaringman in the street of the city;
and the oldman said, “Where are you going? Where did you come from?”

18He said to him, “We are passing from Bethlehem Judah to the farther
side of thehill country of Ephraim. I am from there, and Iwent toBethlehem
Judah. I amgoing to the LORD’s house; and there is no onewhohas takenme
into his house.

19Yet there is both straw and feed for our donkeys; and there is bread and
wine also for me, and for your servant, and for the young man who is with
your servants. There is no lack of anything.”

20 The old man said, “Peace be to you! Just let me supply all your needs,
but don’t sleep in the street.”

21 So he brought him into his house, and gave the donkeys fodder. Then
they washed their feet, and ate and drank.

22 As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city,
certainwicked fellows, surrounded the house, beating at the door; and they
spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, “Bring out the man
who came into your house, that we can have sex with him!”

23 The man, the master of the house, went out to them, and said to them,
“No,my brothers, please don’t act so wickedly; since thisman has come into
my house, don’t do this folly.

24Behold, here ismy virgin daughter and his concubine. I will bring them
out now. Humble them, and do with them what seems good to you; but to
this man don’t do any such folly.”

25But the men wouldn’t listen to him; so the man grabbed his concubine,
and brought her out to them; and they had sex with her, and abused her all
night until the morning. When the day began to dawn, they let her go.

26 Then the woman came in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the
door of theman’s house where her lord was, until it was light.

27Her lord rose up in themorning and opened the doors of the house, and
went out to go his way; and behold, the woman his concubine had fallen
down at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold.

28He said to her, “Get up, and let’s get going!” but no one answered. Then
he took her up on the donkey; and theman rose up, and went to his place.

29 When he had come into his house, he took a knife and cut up his
concubine, and divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her
throughout all the borders of Israel.

30 Itwas so, that allwho saw it said, “Suchadeedhasnot beendoneor seen
from the day that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt to
this day! Consider it, take counsel, and speak.”
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20
1 Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was

assembled as oneman, fromDan even to Beersheba,with the land of Gilead,
to the LORD at Mizpah.

2 The chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented
themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand
footmenwho drew sword.

3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone
up to Mizpah.) The children of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this wickedness
happen?”

4The Levite, the husband of the womanwhowasmurdered, answered, “I
came into Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to spend
the night.

5Themen of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house by night.
They intended to kill me and they rapedmy concubine, and she is dead.

6 I took my concubine and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all
the country of the inheritance of Israel; for they have committed lewdness
and folly in Israel.

7 Behold, you children of Israel, all of you, give here your advice and
counsel.”

8 All the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent,
neither will any of us turn to his house.

9Butnow this is the thingwhichwewill do toGibeah: wewill goupagainst
it by lot;

10 and we will take ten men of one hundred throughout all the tribes of
Israel, andonehundredofone thousand, anda thousandoutof ten thousand
to get food for the people, that they may do, when they come to Gibeah of
Benjamin, according to all the folly that the men of Gibeah have done in
Israel.”

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as
oneman.

12 The tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying,
“What wickedness is this that has happened among you?

13 Now therefore deliver up the men, the wicked fellows who are in
Gibeah, that wemay put them to death and put away evil from Israel.”
But Benjamin would not listen to the voice of their brothers, the children

of Israel.
14The children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities

to Gibeah, to go out to battle against the children of Israel.
15 The children of Benjamin were counted on that day out of the cities

twenty-six thousandmenwhodrewthesword, inaddition to the inhabitants
of Gibeah, whowere counted seven hundred chosenmen.

16 Among all these soldiers there were seven hundred chosen men who
were left-handed. Every one of them could sling a stone at a hair and not
miss.

17 The men of Israel, besides Benjamin, were counted four hundred
thousandmenwho drew sword. All these weremen of war.

18 The children of Israel arose, went up to Bethel, and asked counsel of
God. They asked, “Who shall go up for us first to battle against the children
of Benjamin?”
The LORD said, “Judah first.”
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19 The children of Israel rose up in the morning and encamped against
Gibeah.

20 The men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of
Israel set the battle in array against them at Gibeah.

21The childrenof Benjamin cameout ofGibeah, andon that daydestroyed
twenty-two thousand of the Israelite men down to the ground.

22The people, themen of Israel, encouraged themselves, and set the battle
again in array in the place where they set themselves in array the first day.

23The children of Israel went up andwept before the LORD until evening;
and they askedof theLORD, saying, “Shall I again drawnear to battle against
the children of Benjaminmy brother?”
The LORD said, “Go up against him.”
24 The children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the

second day.
25 Benjamin went out against them out of Gibeah the second day, and

destroyed down to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen
thousandmen. All these drew the sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel and all the people went up, and came to
Bethel, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until
evening; then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the
LORD.

27The childrenof Israel asked theLORD (for the ark of the covenant ofGod
was there in those days,

28 and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in
those days), saying, “Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of
Benjaminmy brother, or shall I cease?”
The LORD said, “Go up; for tomorrow I will deliver him into your hand.”
29 Israel set ambushes all around Gibeah.
30 The children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the

third day, and set themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times.
31The children of Benjaminwent out against the people, andwere drawn

away from the city; and they began to strike and kill of the people as at
other times, in the highways, of which one goes up to Bethel and the other to
Gibeah, in the field, about thirty men of Israel.

32 The children of Benjamin said, “They are struck down before us, as at
the first.” But the children of Israel said, “Let’s flee, and draw them away
from the city to the highways.”

33 All the men of Israel rose up out of their place and set themselves in
array at Baal Tamar. Then the ambushers of Israel broke out of their place,
even out of Maareh Geba.

34Ten thousandchosenmenoutofall Israel cameoveragainstGibeah, and
the battle was severe; but they didn’t know that disaster was close to them.

35 The LORD struck Benjamin before Israel; and the children of Israel
destroyed of Benjamin that day twenty-five thousand one hundredmen. All
these drew the sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were struck, for the men of
Israel yielded to Benjamin because they trusted the ambushers whom they
had set against Gibeah.

37 The ambushers hurried, and rushed on Gibeah; then the ambushers
spread out, and struck all the city with the edge of the sword.
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38Now the appointed sign between the men of Israel and the ambushers
was that they shouldmake a great cloud of smoke rise up out of the city.

39Themen of Israel turned in the battle, andBenjamin began to strike and
kill of the men of Israel about thirty persons; for they said, “Surely they are
struck down before us, as in the first battle.”

40But when the cloud began to arise up out of the city in a pillar of smoke,
the Benjamites looked behind them; and behold, the whole city went up in
smoke to the sky.

41Themen of Israel turned, and themen of Benjamin were dismayed; for
they saw that disaster had come on them.

42Therefore they turned their backs before themen of Israel to theway of
thewilderness, but the battle followedhard after them; and thosewho came
out of the cities destroyed them in themiddle of it.

43They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them, and trod them down at
their resting place, as far as near Gibeah toward the sunrise.

44Eighteen thousandmen of Benjamin fell; all these weremen of valor.
45 They turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon.

Theygleanedfive thousandmenof them in thehighways, and followedhard
after them to Gidom, and struck two thousandmen of them.

46So that allwho fell that day of Benjaminwere twenty-five thousandmen
who drew the sword. All these weremen of valor.

47But six hundredmen turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock
of Rimmon, and stayed in the rock of Rimmon fourmonths.

48Themen of Israel turned again on the children of Benjamin, and struck
themwith the edge of the sword—including the entire city, the livestock, and
all that they found. Moreover they set all the cities which they found on fire.

21
1Now themen of Israel had sworn inMizpah, saying, “None of uswill give

his daughter to Benjamin as a wife.”
2 The people came to Bethel and sat there until evening before God, and

lifted up their voices, and wept severely.
3They said, “The LORD, the God of Israel, why has this happened in Israel,

that there should be one tribe lacking in Israel today?”
4On thenextday, thepeople roseearlyandbuilt analtar there, andoffered

burnt offerings and peace offerings.
5 The children of Israel said, “Who is there among all the tribes of Israel

whodidn’t comeup in the assembly to theLORD?”For theyhadmadea great
oath concerning himwhodidn’t comeup to the LORD toMizpah, saying, “He
shall surely be put to death.”

6 The children of Israel grieved for Benjamin their brother, and said,
“There is one tribe cut off from Israel today.

7How shall we provide wives for those who remain, since we have sworn
by the LORD that we will not give them of our daughters to wives?”

8They said, “What one is there of the tribes of Israelwho didn’t comeup to
the LORD to Mizpah?” Behold, no one came from Jabesh Gilead to the camp
to the assembly.

9 For when the people were counted, behold, there were none of the
inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead there.
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10 The congregation sent twelve thousand of the most valiant men there,
and commanded them, saying, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh
Gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and the little ones.

11This is the thing that you shall do: you shall utterly destroy every male,
and every womanwho has lain with aman.”

12They foundamong the inhabitants of JabeshGilead fourhundredyoung
virgins who had not knownman by lying with him; and they brought them
to the camp to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13Thewhole congregation sent and spoke to the childrenofBenjaminwho
were in the rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed peace to them.

14Benjamin returned at that time; and they gave them the women whom
they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh Gilead. There still weren’t
enough for them.

15The people grieved for Benjamin, because the LORDhadmade a breach
in the tribes of Israel.

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, “How shall we provide wives
for those who remain, since the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?”

17 They said, “There must be an inheritance for those who are escaped of
Benjamin, that a tribe not be blotted out from Israel.

18However,wemaynot give themwives of our daughters, for the children
of Israel had sworn, saying, ‘Cursed is he who gives a wife to Benjamin.’ ”

19 They said, “Behold, there is a feast of the LORD from year to year in
Shiloh, which is on the north of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that
goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.”

20They commanded the children of Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in wait
in the vineyards,

21and see, and behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in the
dances, then come out of the vineyards, and each man catch his wife of the
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.

22 It shall be, when their fathers or their brothers come to complain to us,
thatwewill say to them, ‘Grant themgraciously to us, becausewedidn’t take
for eachmanhiswife in battle, neither did you give them to them; otherwise
you would now be guilty.’ ”

23The children of Benjamin did so, and tookwives for themselves accord-
ing to their number, of thosewho danced, whom they carried off. Theywent
and returned to their inheritance, built the cities, and lived in them.

24 The children of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to
his tribe and to his family, and they each went out from there to his own
inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did that which was
right in his own eyes.
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The Book of
Ruth

1 In the days when the judges judged, there was a famine in the land. A
certain man of Bethlehem Judah went to live in the country of Moab with
his wife and his two sons.

2Thenameof themanwasElimelech, and thenameofhiswifeNaomi. The
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem
Judah. They came into the country of Moab and lived there.

3Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two sons.
4They took for themselves wives of the women of Moab. The name of the

onewas Orpah, and the name of the other was Ruth. They lived there about
ten years.

5Mahlon and Chilion both died, and the woman was bereaved of her two
children and of her husband.

6Then shearosewithherdaughters-in-law, that shemight return from the
country of Moab; for she had heard in the country of Moab how the LORD*
had visited his people in giving them bread.

7 She went out of the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law
with her. They went on the way to return to the land of Judah.

8Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her
mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with
the dead andwithme.

9May the LORD grant you that youmay find rest, each of you in the house
of her husband.”
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices, and wept.
10They said to her, “No, but we will return with you to your people.”
11Naomi said, “Go back, my daughters. Why do you want to go with me?

Do I still have sons inmywomb, that theymay be your husbands?
12Go back,my daughters, go yourway; for I am too old to have a husband.

If I should say, ‘I have hope,’ if I should even have a husband tonight, and
should also bear sons,

13would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain
from having husbands? No, my daughters, for it grieves me seriously for
your sakes, for the LORD’s hand has gone out against me.”

14 They lifted up their voices and wept again; then Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law, but Ruth stayed with her.

15She said, “Behold,† your sister-in-lawhas gone back to her people and to
her god. Follow your sister-in-law.”

16Ruth said, “Don’t urgeme to leaveyou, and to return fromfollowingyou,
for where you go, I will go; and where you stay, I will stay. Your people will
be my people, and your God‡myGod.

17Where you die, I will die, and there Iwill be buried. May the LORDdo so
to me, andmore also, if anything but death parts you andme.”
* 1:6 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 1:16 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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18When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she stopped
urging her.

19 So they both went until they came to Bethlehem. When they had come
to Bethlehem, all the city was excited about them, and they asked, “Is this
Naomi?”

20She said to them, “Don’t callmeNaomi.§ CallmeMara,* for theAlmighty
has dealt very bitterly withme.

21 Iwentout full, and theLORDhasbroughtmehomeagainempty. Whydo
youcallmeNaomi, since theLORDhas testifiedagainstme, and theAlmighty
has afflictedme?”

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with
her, who returned out of the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem in
the beginning of barley harvest.

2
1Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the

family of Elimelech, and his namewas Boaz.
2Ruth theMoabitess said to Naomi, “Let me now go to the field, and glean

among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I find favor.”
She said to her, “Go, my daughter.”
3 She went, and came and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she

happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of
the family of Elimelech.

4 Behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, “May the
LORD be with you.”
They answered him, “May the LORD bless you.”
5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was set over the reapers, “Whose

young lady is this?”
6 The servant who was set over the reapers answered, “It is the Moabite

lady who came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab.
7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the

sheaves.’ So she came, and has continued even from themorning until now,
except that she rested a little in the house.”

8ThenBoaz said toRuth, “Listen,mydaughter. Don’t go to glean inanother
field, and don’t go from here, but stay here close to mymaidens.

9 Let your eyes be on the field that they reap, and go after them. Haven’t
I commanded the young men not to touch you? When you are thirsty, go to
the vessels, and drink from that which the youngmen have drawn.”

10 Then she fell on her face and bowed herself to the ground, and said to
him, “Why have I found favor in your sight, that you should take knowledge
of me, since I am a foreigner?”

11Boaz answered her, “I have been told all about what you have done for
yourmother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left
your father, your mother, and the land of your birth, and have come to a
people that you didn’t know before.

12May the LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given to you from
the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take
refuge.”
§ 1:20 “Naomi” means “pleasant”. * 1:20 “Mara” means “bitter”.
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13 Then she said, “Let me find favor in your sight, my lord, because you
have comforted me, and because you have spoken kindly to your servant,
though I am not as one of your servants.”

14At meal time Boaz said to her, “Come here, and eat some bread, and dip
yourmorsel in the vinegar.”
She sat beside the reapers, and they passed her parched grain. She ate,

was satisfied, and left some of it.
15 When she had risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men,

saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and don’t reproach her.
16Also pull out some for her from the bundles, and leave it. Let her glean,

and don’t rebuke her.”
17So she gleaned in thefield until evening; and shebeat out thatwhich she

had gleaned, and it was about an ephah* of barley.
18She took it up, andwent into the city. Then hermother-in-law sawwhat

shehad gleaned; and she brought out and gave to her thatwhich shehad left
after she had enough.

19Hermother-in-law said to her, “Where have you gleaned today? Where
have you worked? Blessed be he who noticed you.”
She told hermother-in-lawwithwhom she hadworked, “Theman’s name

with whom I worked today is Boaz.”
20Naomi said toherdaughter-in-law, “Mayhebeblessedby theLORD,who

has not abandoned his kindness to the living and to the dead.” Naomi said
to her, “Theman is a close relative to us, one of our near kinsmen.”

21Ruth the Moabitess said, “Yes, he said to me, ‘You shall stay close to my
youngmen until they have finished all my harvest.’ ”

22Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that
you go out with his maidens, and that they not meet you in any other field.”

23 So she stayed close to the maidens of Boaz, to glean to the end of barley
harvest and of wheat harvest; and she lived with her mother-in-law.

3
1Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, shall I not seek rest

for you, that it may be well with you?
2Now isn’t Boaz our kinsman, with whose maidens you were? Behold, he

will be winnowing barley tonight on the threshing floor.
3 Therefore wash yourself, anoint yourself, get dressed, and go down to

the threshing floor; but don’t make yourself known to the man until he has
finished eating and drinking.

4 It shall be, when he lies down, that you shall note the place where he is
lying. Then you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down. Then he will tell
you what to do.”

5 She said to her, “All that you say, I will do.”
6 She went down to the threshing floor, and did everything that her

mother-in-law told her.
7When Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to

lie down at the end of the heap of grain. She came softly, uncovered his feet,
and lay down.

8 At midnight, the man was startled and turned himself; and behold, a
woman lay at his feet.

* 2:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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9He said, “Who are you?”
She answered, “I am Ruth your servant. Therefore spread the corner of

your garment over your servant; for you are a near kinsman.”
10He said, “You are blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have shown

more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, because you didn’t
follow youngmen, whether poor or rich.

11Now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do to you all that you say; for
all the city of my people knows that you are a worthy woman.

12Now it is true that I am a near kinsman. However, there is a kinsman
nearer than I.

13 Stay this night, and in the morning, if he will perform for you the part
of a kinsman, good. Let him do the kinsman’s duty. But if he will not do the
duty of a kinsman for you, then Iwill do the duty of a kinsman for you, as the
LORD lives. Lie down until the morning.”

14 She lay at his feet until the morning, then she rose up before one could
discern another. For he said, “Let it not be known that the woman came to
the threshing floor.”

15He said, “Bring the mantle that is on you, and hold it.” She held it; and
hemeasured sixmeasures of barley, and laid it on her; then hewent into the
city.

16 When she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did it go, my
daughter?”
She told her all that theman had done for her.
17She said, “He gaveme these sixmeasures of barley; for he said, ‘Don’t go

empty to yourmother-in-law.’ ”
18Then she said, “Wait,mydaughter, until youknowwhatwill happen; for

themanwill not rest until he has settled this today.”

4
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there. Behold, the near

kinsman of whom Boaz spoke came by. Boaz said to him, “Come over here,
friend, and sit down!” He came over, and sat down.

2Boaz took tenmen of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit down here,” and
they sat down.

3 He said to the near kinsman, “Naomi, who has come back out of the
country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land, which was our brother
Elimelech’s.

4 I thought I should tell you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who sit here, and
before the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you
will not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know. For there is no one to
redeem it besides you; and I am after you.”
He said, “I will redeem it.”
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi,

you must buy it also from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise
up the name of the dead on his inheritance.”

6 The near kinsman said, “I can’t redeem it for myself, lest I endanger
my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption for yourself; for I can’t
redeem it.”

7Now this was the custom in former time in Israel concerning redeeming
and concerning exchanging, to confirm all things: aman took off his sandal,
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and gave it to his neighbor; and thiswas theway of formalizing transactions
in Israel.

8 So the near kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” then he took off
his sandal.

9 Boaz said to the elders and to all the people, “You are witnesses today,
that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and
Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi.

10Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, I have purchased to
bemywife, to raiseup thenameof thedeadonhis inheritance, that thename
of the deadmay not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of
his place. You are witnesses today.”

11 All the people who were in the gate, and the elders, said, “We are
witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who has come into your house
like Rachel and like Leah, which both built the house of Israel; and treat you
worthily in Ephrathah, and be famous in Bethlehem.

12 Let your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah,
of the offspring* which the LORDwill give you by this young woman.”

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and he went in to her, and
the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she bore a son.

14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you
today without a near kinsman. Let his name be famous in Israel.

15He shall be to you a restorer of life and sustain you in your old age; for
your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons,
has given birth to him.”

16Naomi took the child, laid him in her bosom, and became nurse to him.
17 The women, her neighbors, gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to

Naomi”. They namedhimObed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.
18 Now this is the history of the generations of Perez: Perez became the

father of Hezron,
19 and Hezron became the father of Ram, and Ram became the father of

Amminadab,
20 and Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon became

the father of Salmon,
21 and Salmon became the father of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of

Obed,
22 and Obed became the father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father of

David.

* 4:12 or, seed
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The First Book of Samuel
1Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the hill country

of Ephraim, and his namewas Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

2He had two wives. The name of one was Hannah, and the name of the
other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

3 This man went up out of his city from year to year to worship and to
sacrifice to the LORD* of Armies in Shiloh. The two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, priests to the LORD, were there.

4WhenthedaycamethatElkanahsacrificed, hegaveportions toPeninnah
his wife and to all her sons and her daughters;

5 but he gave a double portion to Hannah, for he loved Hannah, but the
LORD had shut up her womb.

6Her rival provoked her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD had
shut up her womb.

7 So year by year, when she went up to the LORD’s house, her rival
provoked her. Therefore she wept, and didn’t eat.

8Elkanahher husband said to her, “Hannah,whydo youweep? Whydon’t
you eat? Why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

9SoHannah rose up after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on his seat by the doorpost of the LORD’s
temple.

10 She was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly.
11 She vowed a vow, and said, “LORD of Armies, if you will indeed look at

theafflictionof your servant andrememberme, andnot forget your servant,
but will give to your servant a boy, then I will give him to the LORD all the
days of his life, and no razor shall come on his head.”

12As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli saw hermouth.
13NowHannah spoke in her heart. Only her lipsmoved, but her voicewas

not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk.
14Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Get rid of your wine!”
15Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I

havenotbeendrinkingwineor strongdrink, but I pouredoutmysoulbefore
the LORD.

16Don’t consider your servant a wicked woman; for I have been speaking
out of the abundance of my complaint andmy provocation.”

17Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; andmay the God† of Israel grant your
petition that you have asked of him.”

18She said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” So thewomanwent
her way and ate; and her facial expression wasn’t sad anymore.

19 They rose up in the morning early and worshiped the LORD, then
returned and came to their house to Ramah. Then Elkanah knew Hannah
his wife; and the LORD remembered her.

* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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20When the time had come, Hannah conceived, and bore a son; and she
named him Samuel,‡ saying, “Because I have asked him of the LORD.”

21 The man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer to the LORD the
yearly sacrifice and his vow.

22ButHannahdidn’t goup, for she said toherhusband, “Notuntil the child
is weaned; then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and
stay there forever.”

23Elkanahherhusband said toher, “Dowhat seemsgood to you. Wait until
you have weaned him; only may the LORD establish his word.”
So the womanwaited and nursed her son until she weaned him.
24When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls,

and one ephah§ of meal, and a container of wine, and brought him to the
LORD’s house in Shiloh. The child was young.

25They killed the bull, and brought the child to Eli.
26She said, “Oh, my lord, as your soul lives, my lord, I am the womanwho

stood by you here, praying to the LORD.
27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has given me my petition which I

asked of him.
28 Therefore I have also given him to the LORD. As long as he lives he is

given to the LORD.” Heworshiped the LORD there.

2
1Hannah prayed, and said,

“My heart exults in the LORD!
My horn is exalted in the LORD.

Mymouth is enlarged over my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2There is no one as holy as the LORD,
for there is no one besides you,
nor is there any rock like our God.

3 “Don’t keep talking so exceedingly proudly.
Don’t let arrogance come out of yourmouth,
for the LORD is a God of knowledge.
By him actions are weighed.

4 “The bows of themighty men are broken.
Those who stumbled are armedwith strength.

5Those whowere full have hired themselves out for bread.
Those whowere hungry are satisfied.

Yes, the barren has borne seven.
She who hasmany children languishes.

6 “The LORD kills andmakes alive.
He brings down to Sheol* and brings up.

7The LORDmakes poor andmakes rich.
He brings low, he also lifts up.

8He raises up the poor out of the dust.
He lifts up the needy from the dunghill

‡ 1:20 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for “heard by God.” § 1:24 1 ephah is about 22 liters or
about 2/3 of a bushel * 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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to make them sit with princes
and inherit the throne of glory.

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s.
He has set the world on them.

9Hewill keep the feet of his holy ones,
but the wicked will be put to silence in darkness;
for nomanwill prevail by strength.

10Those who strive with the LORD shall be broken to pieces.
He will thunder against them in the sky.

“The LORDwill judge the ends of the earth.
He will give strength to his king,
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

11Elkanahwent to Ramah to his house. The child served the LORD before
Eli the priest.

12Now the sons of Eli were wickedmen. They didn’t know the LORD.
13The customof the priestswith the peoplewas thatwhen anyone offered

a sacrifice, the priest’s servant camewhile themeat was boiling, with a fork
of three teeth in his hand;

14 and he stabbed it into the pan, or kettle, or cauldron, or pot. The priest
took all that the fork brought up for himself. They did this to all the Israelites
who came there to Shiloh.

15Yes, before they burned the fat, the priest’s servant came, and said to the
manwho sacrificed, “Givemeat to roast for the priest; for he will not accept
boiledmeat from you, but raw.”

16 If theman said tohim, “Let the fat beburnedfirst, and then takeasmuch
as your soul desires;” thenhewould say, “No, but you shall give it tomenow;
and if not, I will take it by force.”

17The sin of the young men was very great before the LORD; for the men
despised the LORD’s offering.

18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, clothed with a
linen ephod.

19Moreover hismothermade him a little robe, and brought it to him from
year toyearwhenshecameupwithherhusband tooffer theyearly sacrifice.

20 Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, “May the LORD give you
offspring† from this woman for the petition which was asked of the LORD.”
Then they went to their own home.

21 The LORD visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and
two daughters. The child Samuel grew before the LORD.

22NowEli was very old; and he heard all that his sons did to all Israel, and
how that they slept with the women who served at the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

23He said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil
dealings from all these people.

24No, my sons; for it is not a good report that I hear! Youmake the LORD’s
people disobey.

25 If one man sins against another, God will judge him; but if a man sins
against theLORD,whowill intercede forhim?” Notwithstanding, theydidn’t
listen to the voice of their father, because the LORD intended to kill them.
† 2:20 or, seed
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26 The child Samuel grew on, and increased in favor both with the LORD
and also withmen.

27Aman of God came to Eli and said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Did I reveal
myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in bondage to
Pharaoh’s house?

28Didn’t I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to bemy priest, to go up
tomy altar, to burn incense, towear an ephod beforeme? Didn’t I give to the
house of your father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire?

29 Why do you kick at my sacrifice and at my offering, which I have
commanded in my habitation, and honor your sons above me, to make
yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel my people?’

30 “Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘I said indeed that your
house and the house of your father shouldwalk beforeme forever.’ But now
the LORD says, ‘Far be it fromme; for those who honor me I will honor, and
those who despise mewill be cursed.

31Behold,‡ the days come that I will cut off your arm and the arm of your
father’s house, that there will not be an oldman in your house.

32Youwill see the affliction ofmy habitation, in all thewealthwhich I will
give Israel. There shall not be an oldman in your house forever.

33Theman of yourswhom I don’t cut off frommy altar will consume your
eyes§ and grieve your heart. All the increase of your house will die in the
flower of their age.

34This will be the sign to you that will come on your two sons, on Hophni
and Phinehas: in one day they will both die.

35 I will raise up a faithful priest for myself who will do according to that
which is in my heart and in mymind. I will build him a sure house. He will
walk before my anointed forever.

36 Itwill happen that everyonewho is left in yourhousewill comeandbow
down to him for a piece of silver and a loaf of bread, andwill say, “Please put
me into one of the priests’ offices, that I may eat a morsel of bread.” ’ ”

3
1 The child Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. The LORD’s word

was rare in those days. There were not many visions, then.
2At that time,whenEliwas laid down inhis place (nowhis eyes hadbegun

to grow dim, so that he could not see),
3 and God’s lamp hadn’t yet gone out, and Samuel had laid down in the

LORD’s temple where God’s ark was,
4The LORD called Samuel. He said, “Here I am.”
5He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; for you calledme.”
He said, “I didn’t call. Lie down again.”
Hewent and lay down.
6The LORD called yet again, “Samuel!”
Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; for you calledme.”
He answered, “I didn’t call, my son. Lie down again.”
7Now Samuel didn’t yet know the LORD, neitherwas the LORD’s word yet

revealed to him.
‡ 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. § 2:33 or, blind your eyes with tears
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8 The LORD called Samuel again the third time. He arose and went to Eli
and said, “Here I am; for you calledme.”
Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child.
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down. It shall be, if he calls you, that

you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD; for your servant hears.’ ” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.

10 The LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak; for your servant hears.”
11 The LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I will do a thing in Israel at which

both the ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.
12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning

his house, from the beginning even to the end.
13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity

which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves, and he
didn’t restrain them.

14Therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house
shall not be removed with sacrifice or offering forever.”

15Samuel layuntil themorning, andopened thedoorsof theLORD’shouse.
Samuel was afraid to show Eli the vision.

16Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!”
He said, “Here I am.”
17He said, “What is the thing that he has spoken to you? Please don’t hide

it fromme. God do so to you, andmore also, if you hide anything fromme of
all the things that he spoke to you.”

18 Samuel told him every bit, and hid nothing from him.
He said, “It is the LORD. Let him dowhat seems good to him.”
19Samuel grew, and the LORDwaswith him and let none of his words fall

to the ground.
20All Israel fromDaneven toBeershebaknewthatSamuelwasestablished

to be a prophet of the LORD.
21 The LORD appeared again in Shiloh; for the LORD revealed himself to

Samuel in Shiloh by the LORD’s word.

4
1The word of Samuel came to all Israel.
Now Israelwent out against the Philistines to battle, and encampedbeside

Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek.
2The Philistines put themselves in array against Israel. When they joined

battle, Israelwasdefeatedby thePhilistines,whokilled about four thousand
men of the army in the field.

3When the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why
has theLORDdefeatedus todaybefore thePhilistines? Let’s get thearkof the
LORD’s covenant out of Shiloh and bring it to us, that it may come among us
and save us out of the hand of our enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, and they brought from there the ark of the
covenant of the LORD of Armies, who sits above the cherubim; and the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were therewith the ark of the covenant of
God.

5 When the ark of the LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel
shouted with a great shout, so that the earth resounded.
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6When the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, “What does
the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” They
understood that the LORD’s ark had come into the camp.

7The Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God has come into the camp.”
They said, “Woe to us! For there has not been such a thing before.

8Woe to us! Who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty gods?
These are the gods that struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the
wilderness.

9Be strongandbehave likemen,OyouPhilistines, that younotbe servants
to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Strengthen yourselves like men,
and fight!”

10The Philistines fought, and Israelwas defeated, and eachmanfled to his
tent. Therewas a very great slaughter; for thirty thousand footmen of Israel
fell.

11God’s arkwas taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni andPhinehas,were
slain.

12Amanof Benjamin ranout of the armyand came to Shiloh the sameday,
with his clothes torn andwith dirt on his head.

13When he came, behold, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road watching,
for his heart trembled for God’s ark. When the man came into the city and
told about it, all the city cried out.

14When Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, “What does the noise of
this tumult mean?”
Theman hurried, and came and told Eli.
15Now Eli was ninety-eight years old. His eyes were set, so that he could

not see.
16Theman said to Eli, “I am hewho came out of the army, and I fled today

out of the army.”
He said, “How did thematter go, my son?”
17 He who brought the news answered, “Israel has fled before the

Philistines, and there has been also a great slaughter among the people.
Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and God’s ark has been
captured.”

18When hemademention of God’s ark, Eli fell from off his seat backward
by the side of the gate; and his neck broke, and he died, for he was an old
man and heavy. He had judged Israel forty years.

19Hisdaughter-in-law, Phinehas’wife,waswith child, near to givingbirth.
When she heard the news that God’s ark was taken and that her father-in-
law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave birth; for her
pains came on her.

20 About the time of her death the women who stood by her said to her,
“Don’t be afraid, for you have given birth to a son.” But she didn’t answer,
neither did she regard it.

21 She named the child Ichabod,* saying, “The glory has departed from
Israel!” because God’s ark was taken, and because of her father-in-law and
her husband.

22 She said, “The glory has departed from Israel; for God’s ark has been
taken.”
* 4:21 “Ichabod” means “no glory”.
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5
1 Now the Philistines had taken God’s ark, and they brought it from

Ebenezer to Ashdod.
2ThePhilistines tookGod’s ark, andbrought it into thehouse ofDagonand

set it by Dagon.
3When the people of Ashdod arose early on the next day, behold, Dagon

had fallen on his face to the ground before the LORD’s ark. They took Dagon
and set him in his place again.

4 When they arose early on the following morning, behold, Dagon had
fallenonhis face to the groundbefore theLORD’s ark; and theheadofDagon
and both the palms of his hands were cut off on the threshold. Only Dagon’s
torso was intact.

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon’s
house step on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

6 But the LORD’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod, and he
destroyed them and struck themwith tumors, even Ashdod and its borders.

7When themenofAshdod saw that itwas so, they said, “Thearkof theGod
of Israel shall not staywith us, for his hand is severe on us and onDagon our
god.”

8They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines,
and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?”
They answered, “Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried over to Gath.”

They carried the ark of the God of Israel there.
9 Itwas so, that after theyhadcarried it there, theLORD’shandwasagainst

the city with a very great confusion; and he struck the men of the city, both
small and great, so that tumors broke out on them.

10 So they sent God’s ark to Ekron.
As God’s ark came to Ekron, the Ekronites cried out, saying, “They have

brought the ark of the God of Israel here to us, to kill us and our people.”
11They sent therefore andgathered together all the lords of thePhilistines,

and they said, “Send the ark of theGodof Israel away, and let it go again to its
own place, that it not kill us and our people.” For there was a deadly panic
throughout all the city. The hand of God was very heavy there.

12Themenwho didn’t die were struck with the tumors; and the cry of the
city went up to heaven.

6
1The LORD’s ark was in the country of the Philistines sevenmonths.
2The Philistines called for the priests and the diviners, saying, “What shall

we do with the LORD’s ark? Show us howwe should send it to its place.”
3 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, don’t send it

empty; but by all means return a trespass offering to him. Then you will be
healed, and it will be known to youwhy his hand is not removed from you.”

4 Then they said, “What should the trespass offering be which we shall
return to him?”
They said, “Five golden tumors and five golden mice, for the number of

the lords of the Philistines; for one plaguewas on you all, and on your lords.
5Thereforeyoushallmake imagesof your tumorsand imagesof yourmice

that mar the land; and you shall give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps he
will release his hand from you, from your gods, and from your land.
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6 Why then do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh
hardened their hearts? When he had worked wonderfully among them,
didn’t they let the people go, and they departed?

7 “Now therefore take and prepare yourselves a new cart and two milk
cowsonwhich therehas comenoyoke; and tie thecows to thecart, andbring
their calves home from them;

8 and take the LORD’s ark and lay it on the cart. Put the jewels of gold,
which you return him for a trespass offering, in a box by its side; and send it
away, that it may go.

9Behold, if it goes up by the way of its own border to Beth Shemesh, then
he has done us this great evil; but if not, then we shall know that it is not his
hand that struck us. It was a chance that happened to us.”

10 The men did so, and took two milk cows and tied them to the cart, and
shut up their calves at home.

11 They put the LORD’s ark on the cart, and the box with the golden mice
and the images of their tumors.

12The cows took the straight way by the way to Beth Shemesh. They went
along the highway, lowing as they went, and didn’t turn away to the right
hand or to the left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them to the
border of Beth Shemesh.

13 The people of Beth Shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the
valley; and they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it.

14The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there,
where there was a great stone. Then they split the wood of the cart and
offered up the cows for a burnt offering to the LORD.

15 The Levites took down the LORD’s ark and the box that was with it, in
which the jewels of goldwere, and put themon the great stone; and themen
of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices the same
day to the LORD.

16When thefive lords of the Philistines had seen it, they returned to Ekron
the same day.

17 These are the golden tumors which the Philistines returned for a
trespass offering to the LORD: for Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Ashkelon
one, for Gath one, for Ekron one;

18 and the golden mice, according to the number of all the cities of the
Philistines belonging to the five lords, both of fortified cities and of country
villages, even to the great stone onwhich they set down theLORD’s ark. That
stone remains to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh.

19He struck of themen of Beth Shemesh, because they had looked into the
LORD’s ark, he struck fifty thousand seventy of the men. Then the people
mourned, because the LORD had struck the people with a great slaughter.

20 The men of Beth Shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before the LORD,
this holy God? To whom shall he go up from us?”

21They sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The
Philistines have brought back the LORD’s ark. Come down and bring it up to
yourselves.”

7
1Themen of Kiriath Jearim came and took the LORD’s ark, and brought it

into Abinadab’s house on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep
the LORD’s ark.
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2From the day that the ark stayed inKiriath Jearim, the timewas long—for
it was twenty years; and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

3Samuel spoke to all thehouse of Israel, saying, “If youare returning to the
LORDwith all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth
from among you, and direct your hearts to the LORD, and serve him only;
and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”

4 Then the children of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and
served the LORD only.

5Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for
you.”

6 They gathered together to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out
before the LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there, “We have sinned
against the LORD.” Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah.

7 When the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered
together atMizpah, the lords of the Philistineswent up against Israel. When
the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.

8The children of Israel said to Samuel, “Don’t stop crying to the LORD our
God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.”

9Samuel took a suckling lamb, and offered it for a whole burnt offering to
the LORD. Samuel cried to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered him.

10As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines came near
to battle against Israel; but theLORD thunderedwith a great thunder on that
dayon thePhilistines and confused them; and theywere struckdownbefore
Israel.

11 The men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and
struck them until they came under Beth Kar.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen, and
called its name Ebenezer,* saying, “The LORD helped us until now.”

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they stopped coming within the
border of Israel. The LORD’s hand was against the Philistines all the days of
Samuel.

14 The cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to
Israel, from Ekron even to Gath; and Israel recovered its border out of the
hand of the Philistines. There was peace between Israel and the Amorites.

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.
16Hewent from year to year in a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, andMizpah; and

he judged Israel in all those places.
17His return was to Ramah, for his house was there, and he judged Israel

there; and he built an altar to the LORD there.

8
1When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel.
2 Now the name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second,

Abijah. They were judges in Beersheba.
3His sons didn’t walk in his ways, but turned away after dishonest gain,

took bribes, and perverted justice.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together and came to

Samuel to Ramah.

* 7:12 “Ebenezer” means “stone of help”.



1 Samuel 8:5 373 1 Samuel 9:3

5They said to him, “Behold, you are old, and your sons don’t walk in your
ways. Nowmake us a king to judge us like all the nations.”

6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge
us.”
Samuel prayed to the LORD.
7TheLORDsaid to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of thepeople in all that they

tell you; for theyhavenot rejected you, but theyhave rejectedmeas the king
over them.

8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I
brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, in that they have forsaken
me and served other gods, so they also do to you.

9Now therefore, listen to their voice. However, you shall protest solemnly
to them, and shall show them theway of the kingwhowill reign over them.”

10Samuel told all theLORD’swords to thepeoplewhoaskedhim for aking.
11He said, “This will be the way of the king who shall reign over you: he

will take your sons and appoint them as his servants, for his chariots and to
be his horsemen; and they will run before his chariots.

12He will appoint them to him for captains of thousands and captains of
fifties; and he will assign some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest;
and to make his instruments of war and the instruments of his chariots.

13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers, to be cooks, and to be
bakers.

14 He will take your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, even
your best, and give them to his servants.

15Hewill take one tenth of your seed and of your vineyards, and give it to
his officers and to his servants.

16Hewill take yourmale servants, your female servants, your best young
men, and your donkeys, and assign them to his ownwork.

17Hewill take one tenth of your flocks; and you will be his servants.
18 You will cry out in that day because of your king whom you will have

chosen for yourselves; and the LORDwill not answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; and they said,

“No, but we will have a king over us,
20 that we alsomay be like all the nations; and that our kingmay judge us,

and go out before us, and fight our battles.”
21Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the

ears of the LORD.
22The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice, andmake them a king.”
Samuel said to themen of Israel, “Everyone go to your own city.”

9
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish the son of

Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son of
a Benjamite, a mighty man of valor.

2Hehad a sonwhose namewas Saul, an impressive youngman; and there
was not among the children of Israel a more handsome person than he.
From his shoulders and upward he was taller than any of the people.

3 The donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. Kish said to Saul his son,
“Now take one of the servants with you, and arise, go look for the donkeys.”
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4He passed through the hill country of Ephraim, and passed through the
land of Shalishah, but they didn’t find them. Then they passed through the
land of Shaalim, and theyweren’t there. Then he passed through the land of
the Benjamites, but they didn’t find them.

5When theyhadcome to the landof Zuph, Saul said tohis servantwhowas
with him, “Come! Let’s return, lest my father stop caring about the donkeys
and be anxious for us.”

6 The servant said to him, “Behold now, there is a man of God in this city,
and he is a man who is held in honor. All that he says surely happens. Now
let’s go there. Perhaps he can tell us which way to go.”

7Then Saul said to his servant, “But behold, ifwe go,what shouldwebring
the man? For the bread is spent in our sacks, and there is not a present to
bring to theman of God. What do we have?”

8 The servant answered Saul again and said, “Behold, I have in my hand
the fourth part of a shekel* of silver. I will give that to theman of God, to tell
us our way.”

9 (In earlier times in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said,
“Come! Let’s go to the seer;” for he who is now called a prophet was before
called a seer.)

10Then Saul said to his servant, “Well said. Come! Let’s go.” So they went
to the city where theman of God was.

11As they went up the ascent to the city, they found young maidens going
out to drawwater, and said to them, “Is the seer here?”

12 They answered them and said, “He is. Behold, he is before you. Hurry
now, for hehas come today into the city; for the people have a sacrifice today
in the high place.

13As soon as you have come into the city, you will immediately find him
before he goes up to the high place to eat; for the people will not eat until he
comes, because he blesses the sacrifice. Afterwards those who are invited
eat. Now therefore go up; for at this time youwill find him.”

14 They went up to the city. As they came within the city, behold, Samuel
came out toward them to go up to the high place.

15Now the LORD had revealed to Samuel a day before Saul came, saying,
16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man out of the land of

Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He
will savemy people out of the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon
my people, because their cry has come tome.”

17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, “Behold, the man of
whom I spoke to you! He will have authority over my people.”

18Then Saul approached Samuel in the gateway, and said, “Please tell me
where the seer’s house is.”

19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the
high place, for you are to eat with me today. In the morning I will let you go
andwill tell you all that is in your heart.

20As for your donkeys who were lost three days ago, don’t set your mind
on them, for they have been found. Forwhomdoes all Israel desire? Is it not
you and all your father’s house?”
* 9:8 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1/4 shekel would be a small coin of about
2.5 grams.
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21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of
Israel? And my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin?
Why then do you speak to me like this?”

22Samuel took Saul andhis servant andbrought them into the guest room,
and made them sit in the best place among those who were invited, who
were about thirty persons.

23Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion which I gave you, of which I
said to you, ‘Set it aside.’ ”

24 The cook took up the thigh, and that which was on it, and set it before
Saul. Samuel said, “Behold, that which has been reserved! Set it before
yourself and eat; because it has been kept for you for the appointed time,
for I said, ‘I have invited the people.’ ” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

25When they had come down from the high place into the city, he talked
with Saul on the housetop.

26 They arose early; and about daybreak, Samuel called to Saul on the
housetop, saying, “Get up, that I may send you away.” Saul arose, and they
both went outside, he and Samuel, together.

27As theywere going down at the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell
the servant to go on ahead of us.” He went ahead, then Samuel said, “But
stand still first, that I may cause you to hear God’s message.”

10
1 Then Samuel took the vial of oil and poured it on his head, then

kissed him and said, “Hasn’t the LORD anointed you to be prince over his
inheritance?

2 When you have departed from me today, then you will find two men
by Rachel’s tomb, on the border of Benjamin at Zelzah. They will tell you,
‘The donkeyswhich youwent to look for have been found; and behold, your
father has stopped caring about the donkeys and is anxious for you, saying,
“What shall I do for my son?” ’

3 “Then youwill go on forward from there, and youwill come to the oak of
Tabor. Threemenwillmeetyou theregoingup toGod toBethel: onecarrying
three young goats, and another carrying three loaves of bread, and another
carrying a container of wine.

4 They will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall
receive from their hand.

5 “After that you will come to the hill of God, where the garrison of the
Philistines is; and it will happen, when you have come there to the city,
that you will meet a band of prophets coming down from the high place
with a lute, a tambourine, a pipe, and a harp before them; and they will be
prophesying.

6Then theLORD’s Spiritwill comemightily onyou, thenyouwill prophesy
with them andwill be turned into another man.

7 Let it be, when these signs have come to you, that you do what is
appropriate for the occasion; for God is with you.

8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to you to
offerburntofferingsand to sacrifice sacrificesofpeaceofferings. Wait seven
days, until I come to you and show youwhat you are to do.”

9 It was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave
him another heart; and all those signs happened that day.
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10When they came there to the hill, behold, a band of prophets met him;
and the Spirit of God camemightily onhim, andhe prophesied among them.

11Whenallwhoknewhimbefore saw that, behold, heprophesiedwith the
prophets, then the people said to one another, “What is this that has come to
the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”

12One from the same place answered, “Who is their father?” Therefore it
became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”

13When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place.
14 Saul’s uncle said to him and to his servant, “Where did you go?”
He said, “To seek the donkeys. Whenwe saw that theywere not found, we

came to Samuel.”
15 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what Samuel said to you.”
16 Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys were found.”

But concerning thematter of the kingdom, ofwhich Samuel spoke, he didn’t
tell him.

17 Samuel called the people together to the LORD toMizpah;
18 and he said to the children of Israel, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says

‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt and I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed you.’

19But you have today rejected your God, who himself saves you out of all
your calamities andyourdistresses; andyouhave said tohim, ‘No! Set aking
over us!’ Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes
and by your thousands.”

20So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin
was chosen.

21He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by their families and the family
of theMatrites was chosen. Then Saul the son of Kishwas chosen; but when
they looked for him, he could not be found.

22 Therefore they asked of the LORD further, “Is there yet a man to come
here?”
The LORDanswered, “Behold, he has hiddenhimself among the baggage.”
23 They ran and got him there. When he stood among the people, he was

higher than any of the people from his shoulders and upward.
24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the LORD has

chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?”
All the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!”
25Then Samuel told the people the regulations of the kingdom, andwrote

it in a book and laid it up before the LORD. Samuel sent all the people away,
everyman to his house.

26 Saul also went to his house in Gibeah; and the army went with him,
whose hearts God had touched.

27But certain worthless fellows said, “How could this man save us?” They
despised him, and brought him no tribute. But he held his peace.

11
1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against Jabesh

Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us,
and wewill serve you.”

2Nahash theAmmonite said to them, “On this condition Iwillmake itwith
you, that all your right eyes be gouged out. I will make this dishonor all
Israel.”
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3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days, that we may send
messengers to all the borders of Israel; and then, if there is no one to save us,
we will come out to you.”

4 Then the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, and spoke these words in
the ears of the people, then all the people lifted up their voice and wept.

5 Behold, Saul came following the oxen out of the field; and Saul said,
“What ails the people that they weep?” They told him the words of the men
of Jabesh.

6God’s Spirit came mightily on Saul when he heard those words, and his
anger burned hot.

7He took a yokeof oxenand cut them inpieces, then sent them throughout
all thebordersof Israel by thehandofmessengers, saying, “Whoeverdoesn’t
come out after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen.” The
dread of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out as oneman.

8Hecounted them inBezek; and the childrenof Israelwere threehundred
thousand, and themen of Judah thirty thousand.

9 They said to the messengers who came, “Tell the men of Jabesh Gilead,
‘Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, youwill be rescued.’ ”Themessengers
came and told themen of Jabesh; and they were glad.

10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will come out to you,
and you shall do with us all that seems good to you.”

11On the next day, Saul put the people in three companies; and they came
into themiddleof thecamp in themorningwatch, andstruck theAmmonites
until the heat of the day. Thosewho remainedwere scattered, so that no two
of themwere left together.

12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over
us?’ Bring those men, that wemay put them to death!”

13 Saul said, “No man shall be put to death today; for today the LORD has
rescued Israel.”

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Come! Let’s go to Gilgal, and renew the
kingdom there.”

15All the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the
LORD in Gilgal. There they offered sacrifices of peace offerings before the
LORD; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

12
1 Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have listened to your voice in all that

you said to me, and havemade a king over you.
2 Now, behold, the king walks before you. I am old and gray-headed.

Behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my youth to
this day.

3Here I am. Witness againstme before the LORD and before his anointed.
Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I
defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Of whose hand have I taken a bribe
to makeme blindmy eyes? I will restore it to you.”

4 They said, “You have not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither have
you taken anything from anyone’s hand.”

5He said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is
witness today, that you have not found anything inmy hand.”
They said, “He is witness.”



1 Samuel 12:6 378 1 Samuel 12:24

6 Samuel said to the people, “It is the LORD who appointed Moses and
Aaron, and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may plead with you before the LORD
concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to
your fathers.

8 “When Jacob had come into Egypt, and your fathers cried to the LORD,
then theLORDsentMosesandAaron,whobroughtyour fathersoutofEgypt,
andmade them to dwell in this place.

9 But they forgot the LORD their God; and he sold them into the hand of
Sisera, captain of the armyofHazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and
into the hand of the king of Moab; and they fought against them.

10 They cried to the LORD, and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have
forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but now
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and wewill serve you.’

11The LORD sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered
you out of the hand of your enemies on every side; and you lived in safety.

12 “When you saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came
against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the
LORD your Godwas your king.

13Now therefore see the kingwhomyouhave chosen andwhomyouhave
asked for. Behold, the LORD has set a king over you.

14 If youwill fear the LORD, and serve him, and listen to his voice, and not
rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then both you and also the
king who reigns over you are followers of the LORD your God.

15 But if you will not listen to the LORD’s voice, but rebel against the
commandment of the LORD, then the LORD’s hand will be against you, as
it was against your fathers.

16 “Now therefore stand still and see this great thing, which the LORDwill
do before your eyes.

17 Isn’t it wheat harvest today? I will call to the LORD, that he may send
thunder and rain; and you will know and see that your wickedness is great,
which you have done in the LORD’s sight, in asking for a king.”

18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that
day. Then all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.

19All the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your
God, that we not die; for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for a
king.”

20 Samuel said to the people, “Don’t be afraid. You have indeed done all
this evil; yet don’t turn away from following the LORD, but serve the LORD
with all your heart.

21Don’t turn away to go after vain things which can’t profit or deliver, for
they are vain.

22 For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name’s sake,
because it has pleased the LORD tomake you a people for himself.

23Moreover, as forme, far be it fromme that I should sin against the LORD
in ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and the right
way.

24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart; for
consider what great things he has done for you.
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25 But if you keep doing evil, you will be consumed, both you and your
king.”

13
1 Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over

Israel forty-two years.*
2 Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel, of which two

thousand were with Saul in Michmash and in the Mount of Bethel, and one
thousandwerewith Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. He sent the rest of the
people to their own tents.

3 Jonathan struck the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the
Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying,
“Let the Hebrews hear!”

4All Israel heard that Saul had struck the garrison of the Philistines, and
also that Israelwas consideredanabomination to thePhilistines. Thepeople
were gathered together after Saul to Gilgal.

5The Philistines assembled themselves together to fightwith Israel: thirty
thousand chariots, six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is
on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash,
eastward of Beth Aven.

6When themenof Israel sawthat theywere in trouble (for thepeoplewere
distressed), then the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in
tombs, and in pits.

7Now some of the Hebrews had gone over the Jordan to the land of Gad
and Gilead; but as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed
him trembling.

8He stayed seven days, according to the time set by Samuel; but Samuel
didn’t come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him.

9 Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering to me here, and the peace offerings.”
He offered the burnt offering.

10 It came topass thatas soonashehadfinishedoffering theburntoffering,
behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet
him.

11 Samuel said, “What have you done?”
Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and

that you didn’t come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines
assembled themselves together at Michmash,

12 therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down on me to Gilgal,
and I haven’t entreated the favor of theLORD.’ I forcedmyself therefore, and
offered the burnt offering.”

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the
commandment of the LORD your God, which he commanded you; for now
the LORDwould have established your kingdom on Israel forever.

14 But now your kingdom will not continue. The LORD has sought for
himself a man after his own heart, and the LORD has appointed him to be
prince over his people, because you have not kept that which the LORD
commanded you.”

15 Samuel arose, and went from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. Saul
counted the people whowere present with him, about six hundredmen.
* 13:1 The traditional Hebrew text omits “thirty” and “forty-”. The blanks are filled in here from a
fewmanuscripts of the Septuagint.
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16Saul, and Jonathanhis son, and the peoplewhowere presentwith them,
stayed in Geba of Benjamin; but the Philistines encamped inMichmash.

17The raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies:
one company turned to the way that leads to Ophrah, to the land of Shual;

18another company turned theway to Beth Horon; and another company
turned thewayof theborder that looksdownon thevalleyof Zeboim toward
the wilderness.

19Nowtherewasnoblacksmith found throughout all the landof Israel, for
the Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrewsmake themselves swords or spears”;

20but all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, each man to sharpen
his own plowshare, mattock, ax, and sickle.

21 The price was one payim† each to sharpen mattocks, plowshares,
pitchforks, axes, and goads.

22 So it came to pass in the day of battle that neither sword nor spear was
found in the hand of any of the people who were with Saul and Jonathan;
but Saul and Jonathan his son had them.

23The garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.

14
1Now it happened on a day that Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young

man who bore his armor, “Come! Let’s go over to the Philistines’ garrison
that is on the other side.” But he didn’t tell his father.

2 Saul stayed in the uttermost part of Gibeah under the pomegranate tree
which is in Migron; and the people who were with him were about six
hundredmen,

3 including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother, the son of Phine-
has, the son of Eli the priest of the LORD in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. The
people didn’t know that Jonathan was gone.

4 Between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over to the
Philistines’ garrison, therewas a rocky crag on the one side and a rocky crag
on the other side; and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the
other Seneh.

5The one crag rose up on the north in front ofMichmash, and the other on
the south in front of Geba.

6 Jonathan said to the youngmanwhoborehis armor, “Come! Let’s goover
to the garrisonof theseuncircumcised. Itmaybe that theLORDwillwork for
us, for there is no restraint on the LORD to save bymany or by few.”

7His armorbearer said tohim, “Doall that is in yourheart. Go, andbehold,
I amwith you according to your heart.”

8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will pass over to the men, and we will
reveal ourselves to them.

9 If they say this to us, ‘Wait until we come to you!’ then we will stand still
in our place and will not go up to them.

10But if they say this, ‘Come up to us!’ thenwewill go up, for the LORDhas
delivered them into our hand. This shall be the sign to us.”

11Both of them revealed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines; and
the Philistines said, “Behold, theHebrews are coming out of the holeswhere
they had hidden themselves!”

12The men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armor bearer, and
said, “Come up to us, and wewill show you something!”
† 13:21 A payim (or pim) was 2/3 shekel of silver, or 0.26 ounces, or 7.6 grams
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Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has
delivered them into the hand of Israel.”

13 Jonathan climbed up on his hands and on his feet, and his armor bearer
after him, and they fell before Jonathan; and his armor bearer killed them
after him.

14 That first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armor bearer made, was
about twentymen,within as itwere half a furrow’s length in an acre of land.

15 There was a trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the
people; the garrison and the raiders also trembled; and the earth quaked,
so there was an exceedingly great trembling.

16 The watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and behold, the
multitudemelted away and scattered.

17 Then Saul said to the people who were with him, “Count now, and see
who is missing from us.” When they had counted, behold, Jonathan and his
armor bearer were not there.

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring God’s ark here.” For God’s ark was with the
children of Israel at that time.

19While Saul talked to the priest, the tumult that was in the camp of the
Philistines went on and increased; and Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw
your hand!”

20Saul and all the people whowerewith himwere gathered together, and
came to the battle; and behold, they were all striking each other with their
swords in very great confusion.

21Now the Hebrews who were with the Philistines before and who went
upwith them into the camp fromall around, even theyalso turned tobewith
the Israelites whowere with Saul and Jonathan.

22 Likewise all the men of Israel who had hidden themselves in the hill
country of Ephraim,when theyheard that thePhilistinesfled, even theyalso
followed hard after them in the battle.

23 So the LORD saved Israel that day; and the battle passed over by Beth
Aven.

24 The men of Israel were distressed that day; for Saul had adjured the
people, saying, “Cursed is themanwho eats any food until it is evening, and
I am avenged of my enemies.” So none of the people tasted food.

25All the people came into the forest; and there was honey on the ground.
26When the people had come to the forest, behold, honey was dripping,

but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath.
27But Jonathan didn’t hear when his father commanded the people with

the oath. Therefore he put out the end of the rod that was in his hand and
dipped it in the honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes
brightened.

28 Then one of the people answered, and said, “Your father directly
commanded the people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the man who eats
food today.’ ” So the people were faint.

29Then Jonathan said, “My father has troubled the land. Please look how
my eyes have brightened because I tasted a little of this honey.

30 How much more, if perhaps the people had eaten freely today of the
plunderof their enemieswhich they found? Fornowtherehasbeennogreat
slaughter among the Philistines.”

31 They struck the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. The
people were very faint;
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32 and the people pounced on the plunder, and took sheep, cattle, and
calves, and killed them on the ground; and the people ate them with the
blood.

33Then they told Saul, saying, “Behold, the people are sinning against the
LORD, in that they eat meat with the blood.”
He said, “You have dealt treacherously. Roll a large stone to me today!”
34 Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the people, and tell them, ‘Every

man bringme here his ox, and everyman his sheep, and kill themhere, and
eat; and don’t sin against the LORD in eating meat with the blood.’ ” All the
people brought everyman his oxwith him that night, and killed them there.

35Saul built an altar to the LORD. Thiswas the first altar that he built to the
LORD.

36Saul said, “Let’s go down after the Philistines by night, and take plunder
among them until the morning light. Let’s not leave aman of them.”
They said, “Dowhatever seems good to you.”
Then the priest said, “Let’s draw near here to God.”
37 Saul asked counsel of God: “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will

youdeliver them into the handof Israel?” But he didn’t answer him that day.
38 Saul said, “Draw near here, all you chiefs of the people, and know and

see in whom this sin has been today.
39For as the LORD lives, who saves Israel, though it is in Jonathanmy son,

he shall surely die.” But there was not a man among all the people who
answered him.

40Thenhe said to all Israel, “Yoube onone side, and I and Jonathanmy son
will be on the other side.”
The people said to Saul, “Dowhat seems good to you.”
41Therefore Saul said to the LORD, the God of Israel, “Show the right.”
Jonathan and Saul were chosen, but the people escaped.
42 Saul said, “Cast lots betweenme and Jonathanmy son.”
Jonathan was selected.
43Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done!”
Jonathan told him, and said, “I certainly did taste a little honey with the

end of the rod that was inmy hand; and behold, I must die.”
44 Saul said, “God do so andmore also; for you shall surely die, Jonathan.”
45The people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has worked this great

salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one hair of
his head fall to the ground, for hehasworkedwithGod today!” So the people
rescued Jonathan, so he didn’t die.

46 Then Saul went up from following the Philistines; and the Philistines
went to their own place.

47 Now when Saul had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against
all his enemies on every side: against Moab, and against the children of
Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and against the
Philistines. Wherever he turned himself, he defeated them.

48He did valiantly and struck the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of
the hands of those who plundered them.

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchishua; and the
names of his two daughters were these: the name of the firstborn Merab,
and the name of the younger Michal.

50 The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. The
name of the captain of his armywas Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s uncle.
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51Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of
Abiel.

52 There was severe war against the Philistines all the days of Saul; and
when Saul saw any mighty man or any valiant man, he took him into his
service.

15
1Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sentme to anoint you to be king over his

people, over Israel. Now therefore listen to the voice of the LORD’s words.
2TheLORDofArmies says, ‘I rememberwhat Amalek did to Israel, howhe

set himself against him on the way when he came up out of Egypt.
3 Now go and strike Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and

don’t spare them; but kill both man and woman, infant and nursing baby,
ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”

4 Saul summoned the people, and counted them in Telaim, two hundred
thousand footmen and ten thousandmen of Judah.

5 Saul came to the city of Amalek, and set an ambush in the valley.
6 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart, go down from among the

Amalekites, lest I destroy youwith them; for you showed kindness to all the
children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed
from among the Amalekites.

7 Saul struck the Amalekites, from Havilah as you go to Shur, which is
before Egypt.

8He took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all
the people with the edge of the sword.

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, of the
cattle, of the fat calves, of the lambs, and all that was good, and were not
willing to utterly destroy them; but everything that was vile and refuse, that
they destroyed utterly.

10Then the LORD’s word came to Samuel, saying,
11 “It grieves me that I have set up Saul to be king, for he has turned back

from following me, and has not performed my commandments.” Samuel
was angry; and he cried to the LORD all night.

12 Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and Samuel was told,
saying, “Saul came toCarmel, andbehold, he set up amonument for himself,
turned, passed on, and went down to Gilgal.”

13Samuel came toSaul; andSaul said tohim, “Youareblessedby theLORD!
I have performed the commandment of the LORD.”

14 Samuel said, “Then what does this bleating of the sheep in my ears and
the lowing of the cattle which I hear mean?”

15Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people
spared the best of the sheep and of the cattle, to sacrifice to the LORD your
God. We have utterly destroyed the rest.”

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I will tell you what the LORD said
to me last night.”
He said to him, “Say on.”
17 Samuel said, “Though you were little in your own sight, weren’t you

made the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over
Israel;
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18 and the LORD sent you on a journey, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy
the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against themuntil they are consumed.’

19Why then didn’t you obey the LORD’s voice, but took the plunder, and
did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight?”

20Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the LORD’s voice, andhave gone
thewaywhich theLORDsentme, andhavebroughtAgag thekingofAmalek,
and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and cattle, the best of the
devoted things, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

22 Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the LORD’s voice? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry
and teraphim.* Because you have rejected the LORD’s word, he has also
rejected you from being king.”

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; for I have transgressed the com-
mandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and
obeyed their voice.

25Nowtherefore, pleasepardonmysin, and turnagainwithme, that Imay
worship the LORD.”

26Samuel said to Saul, “Iwill not returnwith you; for youhave rejected the
LORD’s word, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.”

27As Samuel turned around to go away, Saul grabbed the skirt of his robe,
and it tore.

28Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you
today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours who is better than you.

29 Also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent; for he is not a man,
that he should repent.”

30Then he said, “I have sinned; yet please honorme nowbefore the elders
of my people and before Israel, and come back with me, that I may worship
the LORD your God.”

31 So Samuel went back with Saul; and Saul worshiped the LORD.
32Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag the king of the Amalekites here to me!”
Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is

past.”
33Samuel said, “Asyour swordhasmadewomenchildless, so yourmother

will be childless amongwomen!” Then Samuel cut Agag in pieces before the
LORD in Gilgal.

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah
of Saul.

35 Samuel came nomore to see Saul until the day of his death, but Samuel
mourned for Saul. TheLORDgrieved that hehadmade Saul king over Israel.

16
1TheLORDsaid to Samuel, “Howlongwill youmourn for Saul, since Ihave

rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided a king formyself
among his sons.”
* 15:23 teraphimwere household idols thatmay have been associatedwith inheritance rights to the
household property.
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2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice

to the LORD.’
3Call Jesse to the sacrifice, and Iwill showyouwhat you shall do. You shall

anoint to me himwhom I name to you.”
4 Samuel did that which the LORD spoke, and came to Bethlehem. The

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?”

5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” He sanctified Jesse and his
sons, and called them to the sacrifice.

6When they had come, he looked at Eliab, and said, “Surely the LORD’s
anointed is before him.”

7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t look on his face, or on the height of
his stature, because I have rejected him; for I don’t see asman sees. Forman
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

8Then Jesse called Abinadab, andmade him pass before Samuel. He said,
“The LORD has not chosen this one, either.”

9Then JessemadeShammah topassby. He said, “TheLORDhasnot chosen
this one, either.”

10 Jessemade sevenof his sons to pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse,
“The LORD has not chosen these.”

11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your children here?”
Hesaid, “There remainsyet theyoungest. Behold, he iskeeping the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down until he

comes here.”
12He sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with a handsome face

and good appearance. The LORD said, “Arise! Anoint him, for this is he.”
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the middle of

his brothers. Then the LORD’s Spirit came mightily on David from that day
forward. So Samuel rose up andwent to Ramah.

14Now the LORD’s Spirit departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the
LORD troubled him.

15 Saul’s servants said to him, “See now, an evil spirit from God troubles
you.

16Let our lordnowcommandyour servantswhoare in front of you to seek
out amanwho is a skillful player on theharp. Thenwhen the evil spirit from
God is on you, he will play with his hand, and youwill be well.”

17Saul said to his servants, “Providemenowamanwho canplaywell, and
bring him tome.”

18 Then one of the young men answered and said, “Behold, I have seen a
sonof Jesse theBethlehemitewho is skillful inplaying, amightymanofvalor,
a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the LORD is
with him.”

19Therefore Saul sentmessengers to Jesse, and said, “SendmeDavid your
son, who is with the sheep.”

20 Jesse took a donkey loadedwith bread, a container ofwine, and a young
goat, and sent them by David his son to Saul.

21David came to Saul and stood before him. He loved him greatly; and he
became his armor bearer.

22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let David stand before me, for he has
found favor inmy sight.”
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23When the spirit from God was on Saul, David took the harp and played
with his hand; so Saul was refreshed and was well, and the evil spirit
departed from him.

17
1 Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle; and they

were gathered together at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped
between Socoh and Azekah in Ephesdammim.

2 Saul and themen of Israel were gathered together, and encamped in the
valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines.

3 The Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood
on themountain on the other side: and there was a valley between them.

4 A champion out of the camp of the Philistines named Goliath of Gath,
whose height was six cubits and a span* went out.

5He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he wore a coat of mail; and
the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels† of bronze.

6He had bronze shin armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his
shoulders.

7 The staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head
weighed six hundred shekels of iron.‡ His shield bearer went before him.

8He stood and cried to the armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why have
you come out to set your battle in array? Am I not a Philistine, and you
servants to Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to
me.

9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then will we be your servants;
but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you will be our servants and
serve us.”

10 The Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel today! Give me a man,
that wemay fight together!”

11When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were
dismayed and greatly afraid.

12Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose
name was Jesse; and he had eight sons. The man was an elderly old man in
the days of Saul.

13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone after Saul to the battle; and the
names of his three sons whowent to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and
next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah.

14David was the youngest; and the three oldest followed Saul.
15Now David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at

Bethlehem.
16The Philistine came near morning and evening, and presented himself

forty days.

* 17:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little
finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) Therefore, Goliath
was about 9 feet and 9 inches or 2.97 meters tall. † 17:5 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35
ounces, so 5000 shekels is about 50 kilograms or 110 pounds. ‡ 17:7 A shekel is about 10 grams or
about 0.35 ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or about 13 pounds.
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17 Jesse said to David his son, “Now take for your brothers an ephah§ of
this parched grain and these ten loaves, and carry themquickly to the camp
to your brothers;

18 and bring these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand; and see
how your brothers are doing, and bring back news.”

19Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel were in the valley of Elah,
fighting with the Philistines.

20David rose up early in themorning and left the sheepwith a keeper, and
took the provisions andwent, as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the
place of thewagons as the armywhichwas going out to the fight shouted for
the battle.

21 Israel and the Philistines put the battle in array, army against army.
22David left his baggage in the hand of the keeper of the baggage and ran

to the army, and came and greeted his brothers.
23 As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine of Gath,

Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and said the
samewords; and David heard them.

24All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were
terrified.

25 The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? He
has surely come up to defy Israel. The king will give great riches to the man
who kills him, and will give him his daughter, and will make his father’s
house tax-free in Israel.”

26David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What shall be done
to themanwhokills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel?
For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of
the living God?”

27The people answered him in this way, saying, “So shall it be done to the
manwho kills him.”

28 Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s
anger burned against David, and he said, “Why have you come down? With
whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride
and the evil of your heart; for you have come down that you might see the
battle.”

29David said, “What have I now done? Is there not a cause?”
30He turned away from him toward another, and spoke like that again;

and the people answered him again the sameway.
31When the words were heard which David spoke, they rehearsed them

before Saul; and he sent for him.
32David said to Saul, “Let noman’s heart fail because of him. Your servant

will go and fight with this Philistine.”
33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight

with him; for you are but a youth, and he aman of war from his youth.”
34 David said to Saul, “Your servant was keeping his father’s sheep; and

when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock,
35 I went out after him, struck him, and rescued it out of his mouth. When

he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, struck him, and killed him.
36 Your servant struck both the lion and the bear. This uncircumcised

Philistine shall be as one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living
God.”
§ 17:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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37David said, “The LORD, who deliveredme out of the paw of the lion and
out of the paw of the bear, will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go! The LORDwill be with you.”
38 Saul dressed David with his clothing. He put a helmet of bronze on his

head, and he clad himwith a coat of mail.
39David strapped his sword on his clothing and he tried to move, for he

had not tested it. David said to Saul, “I can’t go with these, for I have not
tested them.” Then David took them off.

40He took his staff in his hand, and chose for himself five smooth stones
out of the brook, and put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag which he
had. His sling was in his hand; and he came near to the Philistine.

41 The Philistine walked and came near to David; and the man who bore
the shield went before him.

42When the Philistine looked around and saw David, he disdained him;
for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and had a good looking face.

43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with
sticks?” The Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to
the birds of the sky and to the animals of the field.”

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with
a spear, and with a javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of
Armies, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

46 Today, the LORD will deliver you into my hand. I will strike you and
take your head from off you. I will give the dead bodies of the army of the
Philistines today to the birds of the sky and to the wild animals of the earth,
that all the earthmay know that there is a God in Israel,

47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD doesn’t save with
sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our
hand.”

48When the Philistine arose, and walked and came near to meet David,
David hurried and ran toward the army tomeet the Philistine.

49David put his hand in his bag, took a stone and slung it, and struck the
Philistine in his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on
his face to the earth.

50So David prevailed over the Philistinewith a sling andwith a stone, and
struck the Philistine and killed him; but therewas no sword inDavid’s hand.

51Then David ran, stood over the Philistine, took his sword, drew it out of
its sheath, killed him, and cut off his head with it.
When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.
52 The men of Israel and of Judah arose and shouted, and pursued the

Philistines as far as Gai and to the gates of Ekron. The wounded of the
Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath and to Ekron.

53 The children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and
they plundered their camp.

54David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he
put his armor in his tent.

55When Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the
captain of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?”
Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I can’t tell.”
56The king said, “Inquire whose son the youngman is!”
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57As David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him
and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand.

58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, you youngman?”
David answered, “I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

18
1Whenhehadfinishedspeaking toSaul, the soulof Jonathanwasknitwith

the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
2Saul tookhim that day, andwouldn’t let himgohome tohis father’s house

anymore.
3Then Jonathan and Davidmade a covenant, because he loved him as his

own soul.
4 Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to

David with his clothing, even including his sword, his bow, and his sash.
5DavidwentoutwhereverSaul senthim, andbehavedhimselfwisely; and

Saul set him over the men of war. It was good in the sight of all the people,
and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

6As they came, when David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine,
the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet
King Saul with tambourines, with joy, and with instruments of music.

7The women sang to one another as they played, and said,
“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.”
8Saulwas very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have

credited David with ten thousands, and they have only credited me with
thousands. What can he havemore but the kingdom?”

9 Saul watched David from that day and forward.
10On the next day, an evil spirit from God came mightily on Saul, and he

prophesied in themiddle of the house. David playedwith his hand, as he did
day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand;

11andSaul threw the spear, forhe said, “Iwill pinDavid to thewall!” David
escaped from his presence twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and had
departed from Saul.

13 Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him his
captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people.

14David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with
him.

15When Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he stood in awe of
him.

16But all Israel and Judah lovedDavid; for hewent out and came in before
them.

17 Saul said to David, “Behold, my elder daughter Merab. I will give her to
you as wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the LORD’s battles.” For Saul
said, “Don’t let my hand be on him, but let the hand of the Philistines be on
him.”

18David said to Saul, “Who am I, andwhat is my life, ormy father’s family
in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?”

19But at the timewhenMerab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to
David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as wife.
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20Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David; and they told Saul, and the thing
pleased him.

21 Saul said, I will give her to him, that she may be a snare to him and that
the hand of the Philistinesmay be against him. Therefore Saul said to David
a second time, “You shall today bemy son-in-law.”

22 Saul commanded his servants, “Talk with David secretly, and say,
‘Behold, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now
therefore be the king’s son-in-law.’ ”

23Saul’s servants spoke thosewords in the ears ofDavid. David said, “Does
it seem to you a light thing to be the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poorman
and little known?”

24The servants of Saul told him, saying, “David spoke like this.”
25 Saul said, “Tell David, ‘The king desires no dowry except one hundred

foreskins of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king’s enemies.’ ” Now Saul
thought he wouldmake David fall by the hand of the Philistines.

26When his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be
the king’s son-in-law. Before the deadline,

27David arose and went, he and his men, and killed two hundred men of
the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in
full number to the king, that he might be the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul
gave himMichal his daughter as wife.

28 Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David; and Michal, Saul’s
daughter, loved him.

29 Saul was even more afraid of David; and Saul was David’s enemy
continually.

30 Then the princes of the Philistines went out; and as often as they went
out, David behaved himselfmorewisely than all the servants of Saul, so that
his namewas highly esteemed.

19
1 Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should

kill David. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted in David.
2 Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul my father seeks to kill you. Now

therefore, please take care of yourself in the morning, live in a secret place,
and hide yourself.

3 I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I
will talk withmy father about you; and if I see anything, I will tell you.”

4 Jonathan spoke good of David to Saul his father, and said to him, “Don’t
let the king sin against his servant, against David; because he has not sinned
against you, and because his works have been very good toward you;

5 for he put his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the LORD
worked a great victory for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will
you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?”

6Saul listened to thevoice of Jonathan; andSaul swore, “As theLORD lives,
he shall not be put to death.”

7 Jonathan called David, and Jonathan showed him all those things. Then
Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as before.

8Therewaswaragain. Davidwentout and foughtwith thePhilistines, and
killed themwith a great slaughter; and they fled before him.
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9An evil spirit from the LORD was on Saul as he sat in his house with his
spear in his hand; and David was playingmusic with his hand.

10 Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away
out of Saul’s presence; and he stuck the spear into the wall. David fled and
escaped that night.

11 Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him and to kill him in
the morning. Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If you don’t save your
life tonight, tomorrow youwill be killed.”

12SoMichal let David down through thewindow. Hewent away, fled, and
escaped.

13Michal took the teraphim*and laid it in thebed, andputapillowofgoats’
hair at its head and covered it with clothes.

14When Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.”
15 Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in

the bed, that I may kill him.”
16 When the messengers came in, behold, the teraphim was in the bed,

with the pillow of goats’ hair at its head.
17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me like this and let my

enemy go, so that he has escaped?”
Michal answered Saul, “He said tome, ‘Letme go! Why should I kill you?’ ”
18Now David fled and escaped, and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told

him all that Saul had done to him. He and Samuel went and lived in Naioth.
19 Saul was told, saying, “Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.”
20 Saul sent messengers to seize David; and when they saw the company

of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as head over them, God’s
Spirit came on Saul’s messengers, and they also prophesied.

21When Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and they also prophe-
sied. Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they also prophesied.

22Then he also went to Ramah, and came to the great well that is in Secu:
and he asked, “Where are Samuel and David?”
One said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.”
23Hewent there to Naioth in Ramah. Then God’s Spirit came on him also,

and he went on, and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah.
24He also stripped off his clothes. He also prophesied before Samuel and

lay down naked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul
also among the prophets?”

20
1David fled fromNaioth in Ramah, and came and said to Jonathan, “What

have I done? What ismy iniquity? What ismy sin before your father, that he
seeks my life?”

2 He said to him, “Far from it; you will not die. Behold, my father does
nothing either great or small, but that he discloses it to me. Why would my
father hide this thing fromme? It is not so.”

3 David swore moreover, and said, “Your father knows well that I have
found favor in your eyes; and he says, ‘Don’t let Jonathan know this, lest he
be grieved;’ but truly as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, there is but a
step betweenme and death.”
* 19:13 teraphimwere household idols thatmay have been associatedwith inheritance rights to the
household property.
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4Then Jonathan said to David, “Whatever your soul desires, I will even do
it for you.”

5David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomorrow is thenewmoon, and I should
not fail to dinewith the king; but letme go, that Imayhidemyself in the field
to the third day at evening.

6 If your father misses me at all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave of
me that hemight run toBethlehem, his city; for it is the yearly sacrifice there
for all the family.’

7 If he says, ‘It iswell,’ your servant shall havepeace; but if he is angry, then
know that evil is determined by him.

8 Therefore deal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your
servant into a covenant of the LORDwith you; but if there is iniquity in me,
kill me yourself, for why should you bringme to your father?”

9 Jonathan said, “Farbe it fromyou; for if I shouldat all knowthat evilwere
determined bymy father to come on you, then wouldn’t I tell you that?”

10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father answers
you roughly?”

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come! Let’s go out into the field.” They both
went out into the field.

12 Jonathan said to David, “By the LORD, the God of Israel, when I have
sounded outmy father about this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if
there is good toward David, won’t I then send to you and disclose it to you?

13The LORDdo so to Jonathan andmore also, should it pleasemy father to
do you evil, if I don’t disclose it to you and send you away, that youmay go in
peace. May the LORD be with you as he has been withmy father.

14You shall not only showme the loving kindness of the LORDwhile I still
live, that I not die;

15but you shall also not cut off your kindness frommy house forever, no,
not when the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the
surface of the earth.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with David’s house, saying, “The LORD
will require it at the hand of David’s enemies.”

17 Jonathan caused David to swear again, for the love that he had to him;
for he loved him as he loved his own soul.

18 Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and you will
be missed, because your seat will be empty.

19 When you have stayed three days, go down quickly and come to the
place where you hid yourself when this started, and remain by the stone
Ezel.

20 I will shoot three arrows on its side, as though I shot at a mark.
21Behold, I will send the boy, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows!’ If I tell the boy,

‘Behold, the arrows are on this side of you. Take them;’ then come, for there
is peace to you and no danger, as the LORD lives.

22But if I say this to the boy, ‘Behold, the arrows are beyond you,’ then go
your way, for the LORD has sent you away.

23 Concerning the matter which you and I have spoken of, behold, the
LORD is between you andme forever.”

24 So David hid himself in the field. When the new moon had come, the
king sat himself down to eat food.



1 Samuel 20:25 393 1 Samuel 21:1

25 The king sat on his seat, as at other times, even on the seat by the wall;
and Jonathan stood up, and Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was
empty.

26Nevertheless Saul didn’t say anything that day, for he thought, “Some-
thing has happened to him. He is not clean. Surely he is not clean.”

27On the next day after the newmoon, the second day, David’s place was
empty. Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why didn’t the son of Jesse come to
eat, either yesterday, or today?”

28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly asked permission ofme to go
to Bethlehem.

29He said, ‘Please let me go, for our family has a sacrifice in the city. My
brother has commanded me to be there. Now, if I have found favor in your
eyes, please letme go away and seemybrothers.’ Therefore he has not come
to the king’s table.”

30ThenSaul’s anger burned against Jonathan, andhe said to him, “You son
of a perverse rebellious woman, don’t I know that you have chosen the son
of Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of yourmother’s nakedness?

31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you will not be
established, nor will your kingdom. Therefore now send and bring him to
me, for he shall surely die!”

32 Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said to him, “Why should he be
put to death? What has he done?”

33 Saul cast his spear at him to strike him. By this Jonathan knew that his
father was determined to put David to death.

34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and ate no food the
second day of the month; for he was grieved for David, because his father
had treated him shamefully.

35 In the morning, Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed
with David, and a little boy with him.

36He said to his boy, “Run, find now the arrows which I shoot.” As the boy
ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.

37When the boy had come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had
shot, Jonathan cried after the boy, and said, “Isn’t the arrow beyond you?”

38 Jonathan cried after the boy, “Go fast! Hurry! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s
boy gathered up the arrows, and came to his master.

39 But the boy didn’t know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew the
matter.

40 Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy, and said to him, “Go, carry them
to the city.”

41As soon as the boywas gone, David arose out of the south, and fell on his
face to the ground, and bowed himself three times. They kissed one another
and wept with one another, and David wept themost.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, because we have both sworn in
the LORD’s name, saying, ‘The LORD is between me and you, and between
my offspring and your offspring, forever.’ ” He arose and departed; and
Jonathan went into the city.

21
1 Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech the priest. Ahimelech came to

meet David trembling, and said to him, “Why are you alone, and no man
with you?”
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2David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has commanded me to do
something, andhas said tome, ‘Letnooneknowanythingabout thebusiness
about which I send you, and what I have commanded you. I have sent the
youngmen to a certain place.’

3Now therefore what is under your hand? Please give me five loaves of
bread inmy hand, or whatever is available.”

4Thepriest answeredDavid, andsaid, “I havenocommonbread, but there
is holy bread; if only the youngmen have kept themselves fromwomen.”

5 David answered the priest, and said to him, “Truly, women have been
kept from us as usual these three days. When I came out, the vessels of the
young men were holy, though it was only a common journey. How much
more then today shall their vessels be holy?”

6 So the priest gave him holy bread; for there was no bread there but the
show bread that was taken from before the LORD, to be replaced with hot
bread in the day when it was taken away.

7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained
before the LORD; and his name was Doeg the Edomite, the best of the
herdsmenwho belonged to Saul.

8 David said to Ahimelech, “Isn’t there here under your hand spear or
sword? For I haven’t brought my sword or my weapons with me, because
the king’s business required haste.”

9 The priest said, “Behold, the sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you
killed in the valley of Elah, is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If
you would like to take that, take it, for there is no other except that here.”
David said, “There is none like that. Give it to me.”
10 David arose and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the

king of Gath.
11The servants of Achish said to him, “Isn’t this David the king of the land?

Didn’t they sing to one another about him in dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
12David laid up thesewords in his heart, andwas very afraid of Achish the

king of Gath.
13 He changed his behavior before them and pretended to be insane in

their hands, and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall
down on his beard.

14Then Achish said to his servants, “Look, you see theman is insane. Why
then have you brought him tome?

15Do I lackmadmen, that youhavebrought this fellow toplay themadman
inmy presence? Should this fellow come into my house?”

22
1 David therefore departed from there and escaped to Adullam’s cave.

When his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they went down there
to him.

2Everyone who was in distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone
who was discontented gathered themselves to him; and he became captain
over them. There were with him about four hundredmen.

3 David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab; and he said to the king of
Moab, “Please let my father and my mother come out to you, until I know
what God will do for me.”
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4Hebrought thembefore the king ofMoab; and they livedwith himall the
time that David was in the stronghold.

5The prophet Gad said toDavid, “Don’t stay in the stronghold. Depart, and
go into the land of Judah.”
Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hereth.
6Saul heard that Davidwas discovered, with themenwhowerewith him.

Now Saul was sitting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his
spear in his hand, and all his servants were standing around him.

7 Saul said to his servants who stood around him, “Hear now, you Ben-
jamites! Will the sonof Jesse give everyoneof youfields andvineyards? Will
he make you all captains of thousands and captains of hundreds?

8 Is thatwhy all of you have conspired againstme, and there is no onewho
discloses to mewhenmy sonmakes a treaty with the son of Jesse, and there
is none of youwho is sorry forme, or discloses tome thatmy son has stirred
upmy servant against me, to lie in wait, as it is today?”

9ThenDoeg the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, answered and
said, “I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub.

10He inquiredof theLORDforhim, gavehimfood, andgavehim the sword
of Goliath the Philistine.”

11 Then the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and
all his father’s house, the priests who were in Nob; and they all came to the
king.

12 Saul said, “Hear now, you son of Ahitub.”
He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
13 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son

of Jesse, in that you have given him bread, and a sword, and have inquired
of God for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as it is today?”

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, and said, “Who among all your
servants is so faithful as David, who is the king’s son-in-law, captain of your
body guard, and honored in your house?

15Have I today begun to inquire of God for him? Be it far fromme! Don’t
let the king impute anything to his servant, nor to all the house ofmy father;
for your servant knew nothing of all this, less or more.”

16The king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father’s
house.”

17 The king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the
priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with David, and because they
knew that he fled and didn’t disclose it to me.” But the servants of the king
wouldn’t put out their hand to fall on the priests of the LORD.

18The king said to Doeg, “Turn and attack the priests!”
Doeg theEdomite turned, andhe attacked thepriests, andhekilled on that

day eighty-five people whowore a linen ephod.
19He struck Nob, the city of the priests, with the edge of the sword—both

men and women, children and nursing babies, and cattle, donkeys, and
sheep, with the edge of the sword.

20 One of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar,
escaped and fled after David.

21Abiathar told David that Saul had slain the LORD’s priests.
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22David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, whenDoeg the Edomitewas
there, that hewould surely tell Saul. I am responsible for the death of all the
persons of your father’s house.

23 Stay with me. Don’t be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life.
You will be safe withme.”

23
1David was told, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and

are robbing the threshing floors.”
2ThereforeDavid inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and strike these

Philistines?”
The LORD said to David, “Go strike the Philistines, and save Keilah.”
3David’smensaid tohim, “Behold,weareafraidhere in Judah. Howmuch

more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?”
4 Then David inquired of the LORD yet again. The LORD answered him,

and said, “Arise, go down toKeilah; for Iwill deliver the Philistines into your
hand.”

5 David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines, and
brought away their livestock, and killed them with a great slaughter. So
David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.

6When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, he came
downwith an ephod in his hand.

7Saulwas told thatDavidhadcometoKeilah. Saul said, “Godhasdelivered
him intomyhand, for he is shut in by entering into a town that has gates and
bars.”

8 Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down to Keilah to besiege
David and his men.

9 David knew that Saul was devising mischief against him. He said to
Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.”

10 Then David said, “O LORD, the God of Israel, your servant has surely
heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah to destroy the city for my sake.

11 Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? Will Saul come
down, as your servant has heard? LORD, the God of Israel, I beg you, tell
your servant.”
The LORD said, “Hewill come down.”
12 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into

the hand of Saul?”
The LORD said, “They will deliver you up.”
13 Then David and his men, who were about six hundred, arose and

departed out of Keilah and went wherever they could go. Saul was told that
David had escaped from Keilah; and he gave up going there.

14David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, and remained in the
hill country in the wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but God
didn’t deliver him into his hand.

15 David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. David was in the
wilderness of Ziph in the woods.

16 Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David into the woods, and
strengthened his hand in God.

17He said to him, “Don’t be afraid, for the hand of Saul my father won’t
find you; and youwill be king over Israel, and I will be next to you; and Saul
my father knows that also.”
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18They both made a covenant before the LORD. Then David stayed in the
woods and Jonathan went to his house.

19Then the Ziphites cameup to Saul toGibeah, saying, “Doesn’t David hide
himselfwithus in the strongholds in thewoods, in thehill ofHachilah,which
is on the south of the desert?

20Now therefore, O king, come down. According to all the desire of your
soul to come down; and our part will be to deliver him up into the king’s
hand.”

21 Saul said, “You are blessed by the LORD, for you have had compassion
onme.

22 Please go make yet more sure, and know and see his place where his
haunt is, and who has seen him there; for I have been told that he is very
cunning.

23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he
hides himself; and come again to me with certainty, and I will go with you.
It shall happen, if he is in the land, that I will search him out among all the
thousands of Judah.”

24 They arose, and went to Ziph before Saul; but David and his men were
in the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah on the south of the desert.

25Saul andhismenwent to seekhim. WhenDavidwas told, hewent down
to the rock, and stayed in the wilderness of Maon. When Saul heard that, he
pursued David in the wilderness of Maon.

26 Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that
side of themountain; andDavid hurried to get away for fear of Saul, for Saul
and his men surrounded David and his men to take them.

27 But a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the
Philistines havemade a raid on the land!”

28So Saul returned frompursuingDavid, andwent against the Philistines.
Therefore they called that place Sela Hammahlekoth.*

29David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of En Gedi.

24
1 When Saul had returned from following the Philistines, he was told,

“Behold, David is in the wilderness of En Gedi.”
2Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to

seek David and his men on the rocks of the wild goats.
3 He came to the sheep pens by the way, where there was a cave; and

Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were staying in the
innermost parts of the cave.

4David’smen said to him, “Behold, the day of which the LORD said to you,
‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as
it shall seem good to you.’ ” Then David arose and cut off the skirt of Saul’s
robe secretly.

5Afterward, David’s heart struck him because he had cut off Saul’s skirt.
6He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my

lord, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is
the LORD’s anointed.”

7SoDavid checkedhismenwith thesewords, anddidn’t allow them to rise
against Saul. Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way.

* 23:28 “Sela Hammahlekoth” means “rock of parting”.



1 Samuel 24:8 398 1 Samuel 25:4

8David also arose afterward, andwent out of the cave and cried after Saul,
saying, “My lord the king!”
WhenSaul lookedbehindhim,Davidbowedwithhis face to the earth, and

showed respect.
9David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to men’s words, saying, ‘Behold,

David seeks to harm you’?
10 Behold, today your eyes have seen how the LORD had delivered you

today intomy hand in the cave. Some urgedme to kill you, but I spared you.
I said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s
anointed.’

11Moreover, my father, behold, yes, see the skirt of your robe in my hand;
for in that I cut off the skirt of your robeanddidn’t kill you, knowandsee that
there is neither evil nor disobedience inmy hand. I have not sinned against
you, though you hunt for my life to take it.

12May the LORD judge between me and you, and may the LORD avenge
me of you; but my handwill not be on you.

13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wicked-
ness;’ but my handwill not be on you.

14Againstwhomhas the king of Israel come out? Whomdo you pursue? A
dead dog? A flea?

15May the LORD therefore be judge, and give sentence between me and
you, and see, and pleadmy cause, and deliver me out of your hand.”

16 It came to pass, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul,
that Saul said, “Is that your voice,my sonDavid?” Saul lifteduphis voice and
wept.

17Hesaid toDavid, “Youaremore righteous than I; for youhavedonegood
tome, whereas I have done evil to you.

18 You have declared today how you have dealt well with me, because
when the LORD had deliveredme up into your hand, you didn’t kill me.

19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away unharmed?
Therefore may the LORD reward you good for that which you have done to
me today.

20Now, behold, I know that you will surely be king, and that the kingdom
of Israel will be established in your hand.

21 Swear now therefore to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my
offspring afterme, and that youwill not destroymy name out ofmy father’s
house.”

22David swore to Saul. Saulwent home, but David and hismenwent up to
the stronghold.

25
1 Samuel died; and all Israel gathered themselves together and mourned

for him, and buried him at his house at Ramah.
Then David arose and went down to the wilderness of Paran.
2 There was a man in Maon whose possessions were in Carmel; and the

man was very great. He had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats;
and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel.

3Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail.
This womanwas intelligent and had a beautiful face; but themanwas surly
and evil in his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.

4David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep.
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5David sent ten young men; and David said to the young men, “Go up to
Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him inmy name.

6Tell him, ‘Long life to you! Peace be to you! Peace be to yourhouse! Peace
be to all that you have!

7NowIhaveheard thatyouhaveshearers. Your shepherdshavenowbeen
with us, and we didn’t harm them. Nothing was missing from them all the
time they were in Carmel.

8Ask your youngmen, and theywill tell you. Therefore let the youngmen
find favor in your eyes, for we come on a good day. Please give whatever
comes to your hand to your servants and to your son David.’ ”

9When David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal all those words in
the name of David, and waited.

10Nabal answered David’s servants and said, “Who is David? Who is the
son of Jesse? There are many servants who break away from their masters
these days.

11Shall I then takemy bread, mywater, andmymeat that I have killed for
my shearers, and give it to menwho I don’t knowwhere they come from?”

12SoDavid’s youngmen turnedon theirwayandwentback, andcameand
told him all these words.

13David said to his men, “Everyman put on his sword!”
Every man put on his sword. David also put on his sword. About four

hundredmen followed David, and two hundred stayed by the baggage.
14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold,

David sent messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master; and he
insulted them.

15 But the men were very good to us, and we were not harmed, and we
didn’t miss anything as long as we went with them, when we were in the
fields.

16 They were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the while we were
with them keeping the sheep.

17 Now therefore know and consider what you will do; for evil is deter-
minedagainst ourmaster andagainst all hishouse, forhe is suchaworthless
fellow that one can’t speak to him.”

18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread, two
containers of wine, five sheep ready dressed, five seahs* of parched grain,
onehundredclusters of raisins, and twohundredcakesoffigs, and laid them
on donkeys.

19She said to her youngmen, “Go on beforeme. Behold, I am coming after
you.” But she didn’t tell her husband, Nabal.

20 As she rode on her donkey, and came down hidden by the mountain,
behold, David and his men came down toward her, and shemet them.

21NowDavid had said, “Surely in vain I have kept all that this fellowhas in
the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that pertained to him. He
has returnedme evil for good.

22 God do so to the enemies of David, and more also, if I leave of all that
belongs tohimby themorning light somuchas onewhourinates onawall.”†

23When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got off her donkey, and fell
before David on her face and bowed herself to the ground.

* 25:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks † 25:22 or, male.
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24She fell at his feet and said, “Onme,my lord, onmebe the blame! Please
let your servant speak in your ears. Hear the words of your servant.

25Please don’t letmy lord pay attention to thisworthless fellow, Nabal, for
as his name is, so is he. Nabal‡ is his name, and folly is with him; but I, your
servant, didn’t see my lord’s youngmenwhom you sent.

26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives and as your soul lives,
since the LORD has withheld you from blood guiltiness and from avenging
yourselfwithyourownhand, nowtherefore let yourenemiesand thosewho
seek evil to my lord be as Nabal.

27Now this present which your servant has brought to my lord, let it be
given to the youngmenwho followmy lord.

28Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the LORDwill certainly
make my lord a sure house, because my lord fights the LORD’s battles. Evil
will not be found in you all your days.

29 Though men may rise up to pursue you and to seek your soul, yet the
soul of my lord will be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD your God.
He will sling out the souls of your enemies as from a sling’s pocket.

30 It will come to pass, when the LORDhas done tomy lord according to all
the good that he has spoken concerning you, and has appointed you prince
over Israel,

31 that this shall be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to my lord, either
thatyouhaveshedbloodwithout cause, or thatmy lordhasavengedhimself.
When the LORD has dealt well withmy lord, then remember your servant.”

32David said to Abigail, “Blessed is the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent
you today to meet me!

33Blessed is your discretion, and blessed are you, who have keptme today
from blood guiltiness, and from avengingmyself withmy own hand.

34 For indeed, as the LORD the God of Israel lives, who has withheld me
from harming you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, surely
there wouldn’t have been left to Nabal by the morning light so much as one
who urinates on a wall.”§

35SoDavid received fromher hand thatwhich she had brought him. Then
he said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. Behold, I have listened to your
voice and have granted your request.”

36Abigail came to Nabal; and behold, he held a feast in his house like the
feast of a king. Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk.
Therefore she told him nothing until the morning light.

37 In themorning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him
these things; and his heart died within him, and he became as a stone.

38About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal, so that he died.
39When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed is the LORD,

who has pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has
kept back his servant from evil. The LORD has returned the evildoing of
Nabal on his own head.”
David sent and spoke concerning Abigail, to take her to himself as wife.
40WhenDavid’s servants had come toAbigail to Carmel, they spoke to her,

saying, “David has sent us to you, to take you to him as wife.”
41 She arose and bowed herself with her face to the earth, and said,

“Behold, your servant is a servant towash the feetof the servantsofmy lord.”
‡ 25:25 “Nabal” means “foolish”. § 25:34 or, onemale.
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42Abigail hurriedly arose and rode on a donkey with her five maids who
followed her; and she went after the messengers of David, and became his
wife.

43David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they both became his wives.
44Now Saul had givenMichal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of

Laish, who was of Gallim.

26
1The Ziphites came to Saul to Gibeah, saying, “Doesn’t David hide himself

in the hill of Hachilah, which is before the desert?”
2 Then Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three

thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of
Ziph.

3 Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is before the desert, by the
way. But David stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after
him into the wilderness.

4 David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul had certainly
come.

5Then David arose and came to the place where Saul had encamped; and
David saw the place where Saul lay, with Abner the son of Ner, the captain
of his army. Saul lay within the place of the wagons, and the people were
encamped around him.

6 Then David answered and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai
the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who will go down with me to
Saul to the camp?”
Abishai said, “I will go downwith you.”
7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and, behold, Saul lay

sleeping within the place of the wagons, with his spear stuck in the ground
at his head; and Abner and the people lay around him.

8Then Abishai said to David, “God has delivered up your enemy into your
hand today. Now therefore please let me strike him with the spear to the
earth at one stroke, and I will not strike him the second time.”

9 David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him, for who can stretch out his
hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?”

10David said, “As the LORD lives, the LORDwill strike him; or his day shall
come to die, or he shall go down into battle and perish.

11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the LORD’s
anointed; but now please take the spear that is at his head and the jar of
water, and let’s go.”

12 So David took the spear and the jar of water from Saul’s head, and they
went away. No man saw it, or knew it, nor did any awake; for they were all
asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen on them.

13 Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of the
mountain far away, a great space being between them;

14andDavid cried to the people, and toAbner the sonofNer, saying, “Don’t
you answer, Abner?”
Then Abner answered, “Who are you who calls to the king?”
15David said to Abner, “Aren’t you a man? Who is like you in Israel? Why

then have you not kept watch over your lord the king? For one of the people
came in to destroy your lord the king.
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16 This thing isn’t good that you have done. As the LORD lives, you are
worthy to die, because you have not kept watch over your lord, the LORD’s
anointed. Now seewhere the king’s spear is, and the jar of water that was at
his head.”

17 Saul recognized David’s voice, and said, “Is this your voice, my son
David?”
David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O king.”
18He said, “Why does my lord pursue his servant? For what have I done?

What evil is in my hand?
19Now therefore, please letmy lord the king hear thewords of his servant.

If it is so that the LORD has stirred you up against me, let him accept an
offering. But if it is the children of men, they are cursed before the LORD;
for they have driven me out today that I shouldn’t cling to the LORD’s
inheritance, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods!’

20 Now therefore, don’t let my blood fall to the earth away from the
presence of the LORD; for the king of Israel has come out to seek a flea, as
when one hunts a partridge in themountains.”

21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son David; for I will nomore
doyouharm, becausemy lifewasprecious inyour eyes today. Behold, I have
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.”

22David answered, “Behold the spear, O king! Let one of the young men
come over and get it.

23 The LORD will render to every man his righteousness and his faithful-
ness; because the LORD delivered you into my hand today, and I wouldn’t
stretch out my hand against the LORD’s anointed.

24 Behold, as your life was respected today in my eyes, so let my life be
respected in the LORD’s eyes, and let him deliver me out of all oppression.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “You are blessed, my son David. You will both
domightily, and will surely prevail.”
So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.

27
1David said in his heart, “I will now perish one day by the hand of Saul.

There is nothing better for me than that I should escape into the land of
the Philistines; and Saul will despair of me, to seek me any more in all the
borders of Israel. So I will escape out of his hand.”

2David arose andpassed over, he and the six hundredmenwhowerewith
him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3 David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his
household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and
Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s wife.

4 Saul was told that David had fled to Gath, so he stopped looking for him.
5David said to Achish, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, let them

giveme a place in one of the cities in the country, that Imay dwell there. For
why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you?”

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: therefore Ziklag belongs to the
kings of Judah to this day.

7The number of the days that David lived in the country of the Philistines
was a full year and fourmonths.
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8David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and
the Amalekites; for those were the inhabitants of the land who were of old,
on the way to Shur, even to the land of Egypt.

9David struck the land, and saved noman orwoman alive, and took away
the sheep, the cattle, the donkeys, the camels, and the clothing. Then he
returned, and came to Achish.

10Achish said, “Against whom have youmade a raid today?”
David said, “Against the South of Judah, against the South of the Jerah-

meelites, and against the South of the Kenites.”
11David savedneithermannorwomanalive tobring themtoGath, saying,

“Lest they should tell about us, saying, ‘David did this, and this has been his
way all the time he has lived in the country of the Philistines.’ ”

12Achish believed David, saying, “He hasmade his people Israel utterly to
abhor him. Therefore he will be my servant forever.”

28
1 In those days, the Philistines gathered their armies together for warfare,

to fight with Israel. Achish said to David, “Know assuredly that you will go
out withme in the army, you and yourmen.”

2 David said to Achish, “Therefore you will know what your servant can
do.”
Achish said to David, “Therefore I will make youmy bodyguard forever.”
3Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried

him in Ramah, even in his own city. Saul had sent away those who had
familiar spirits and the wizards out of the land.

4ThePhilistinesgathered themselves together, andcameandencamped in
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped inGilboa.

5When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart
trembled greatly.

6WhenSaul inquiredof theLORD, theLORDdidn’t answerhimbydreams,
by Urim, or by prophets.

7Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek forme awomanwho has a familiar
spirit, that I may go to her and inquire of her.”
His servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman who has a familiar

spirit at Endor.”
8 Saul disguised himself and put on other clothing, and went, he and two

men with him, and they came to the woman by night. Then he said, “Please
consult formeby the familiar spirit, andbringmeupwhomever I shallname
to you.”

9The woman said to him, “Behold, you knowwhat Saul has done, how he
has cut off those who have familiar spirits and the wizards out of the land.
Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to causeme to die?”

10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no punish-
ment will happen to you for this thing.”

11Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up to you?”
He said, “Bring Samuel up for me.”
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice; and the

woman spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are
Saul!”

13The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid! What do you see?”
The woman said to Saul, “I see a god coming up out of the earth.”
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14He said to her, “What does he look like?”
She said, “An old man comes up. He is covered with a robe.” Saul

perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowedwith his face to the ground, and
showed respect.

15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbedme, to bringme up?”
Saul answered, “I amvery distressed; for the Philistinesmakewar against

me, and God has departed fromme, and answers me nomore, by prophets,
or by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that youmaymake known tome
what I shall do.”

16 Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has departed
from you and has become your adversary?

17 The LORD has done to you as he spoke by me. The LORD has torn the
kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, even to David.

18Because you didn’t obey the LORD’s voice, and didn’t execute his fierce
wrath on Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you today.

19Moreover the LORDwill deliver Israel alsowith you into the hand of the
Philistines; and tomorrowyouandyour sonswill bewithme. TheLORDwill
deliver the army of Israel also into the hand of the Philistines.”

20ThenSaul fell immediatelyhis full lengthon theearth, andwas terrified,
because of Samuel’s words. There was no strength in him, for he had eaten
no bread all day long or all night long.

21Thewoman came to Saul and saw that hewas very troubled, and said to
him, “Behold, your servant has listened to your voice, and I have putmy life
in my hand, and have listened to your words which you spoke to me.

22Now therefore, please listen also to the voice of your servant, and letme
set amorsel of bread before you. Eat, that youmay have strength when you
go on your way.”

23But he refused, and said, “I will not eat.” But his servants, together with
thewoman, constrainedhim; andhe listened to their voice. Sohearose from
the earth and sat on the bed.

24 The woman had a fattened calf in the house. She hurried and killed it;
and she took flour and kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread of it.

25 She brought it before Saul and before his servants, and they ate. Then
they rose up andwent away that night.

29
1Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to Aphek; and the

Israelites encamped by the spring which is in Jezreel.
2The lords of thePhilistines passedonbyhundreds andby thousands; and

David and his men passed on in the rear with Achish.
3Then the princes of the Philistines said, “What about these Hebrews?”
Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant

of Saul the king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or rather these
years? I have found no fault in him since he fell away until today.”

4 But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him; and the princes
of the Philistines said to him, “Make the man return, that he may go back to
his placewhere you have appointed him, and let himnot go downwith us to
battle, lest in the battle he become an adversary to us. For with what should
this fellow reconcile himself to his lord? Should it not be with the heads of
these men?

5 Isn’t this David, of whom people sang to one another in dances, saying,
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‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands’?”

6 Then Achish called David and said to him, “As the LORD lives, you have
been upright, and your going out and your coming in with me in the army
is good in my sight; for I have not found evil in you since the day of your
coming to me to this day. Nevertheless, the lords don’t favor you.

7 Therefore now return, and go in peace, that you not displease the lords
of the Philistines.”

8 David said to Achish, “But what have I done? What have you found in
your servant so long as I have been before you to this day, that I may not go
and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?”

9AchishansweredDavid, “I knowthatyouaregood inmysight, asanangel
of God. Notwithstanding, the princes of the Philistines have said, ‘He shall
not go up with us to the battle.’

10 Therefore now rise up early in the morning with the servants of your
lordwhohavecomewithyou; andas soonasyouareupearly in themorning
and have light, depart.”

11 So David rose up early, he and his men, to depart in the morning, to
return into the land of the Philistines; and the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

30
1 When David and his men had come to Ziklag on the third day, the

Amalekites had made a raid on the South and on Ziklag, and had struck
Ziklag and burned it with fire,

2and had taken captive the women and all whowere in it, both small and
great. They didn’t kill any, but carried them off andwent their way.

3WhenDavidandhismencame to the city, behold, itwasburnedwithfire;
and their wives, their sons, and their daughters were taken captive.

4Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voice and
wept until they had nomore power to weep.

5 David’s two wives were taken captive, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and
Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

6 David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him,
because the souls of all the people were grieved, everyman for his sons and
for his daughters; but David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.

7David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Please bring the
ephod here to me.”
Abiathar brought the ephod to David.
8 David inquired of the LORD, saying, “If I pursue after this troop, will I

overtake them?”
He answered him, “Pursue, for you will surely overtake them, and will

without fail recover all.”
9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and

came to the brook Besor, where those whowere left behind stayed.
10But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed

behind, whowere so faint that they couldn’t go over the brook Besor.
11They found anEgyptian in the field, and brought him toDavid, and gave

him bread, and he ate; and they gave himwater to drink.
12They gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. When

he had eaten, his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, and
drank no water for three days and three nights.
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13David asked him, “To whom do you belong? Where are you from?”
He said, “I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my

master left me, because three days ago I got sick.
14 We made a raid on the South of the Cherethites, and on that which

belongs to Judah, andon the South of Caleb; andweburnedZiklagwithfire.”
15David said to him, “Will you bringme down to this troop?”
He said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me and not deliver me

up into the hands of mymaster, and I will bring you down to this troop.”
16 When he had brought him down, behold, they were spread around

over all the ground, eating, drinking, and dancing, because of all the great
plunder that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the
land of Judah.

17David struck them from the twilight even to the evening of the next day.
Not amanof themescaped from there, except fourhundredyoungmenwho
rode on camels and fled.

18David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken, and David rescued
his two wives.

19Therewasnothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons
nor daughters, neither plunder, nor anything that they had taken. David
brought them all back.

20David took all the flocks and the herds, which they drove before those
other livestock, and said, “This is David’s plunder.”

21David came to the two hundredmen, who were so faint that they could
not follow David, whom also they had made to stay at the brook Besor; and
they went out to meet David, and to meet the people who were with him.
When David came near to the people, he greeted them.

22Then all the wickedmen and worthless fellows of those who went with
David answered and said, “Because they didn’t go with us, we will not give
them anything of the plunder that we have recovered, except to every man
his wife and his children, that hemay lead them away and depart.”

23Then David said, “Do not do so, my brothers, with that which the LORD
has given to us, who has preserved us, and delivered the troop that came
against us into our hand.

24Whowill listen to you in this matter? For as his share is who goes down
to the battle, so shall his share be who stays with the baggage. They shall
share alike.”

25 It was so from that day forward that he made it a statute and an
ordinance for Israel to this day.

26When David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders
of Judah, even to his friends, saying, “Behold, a present for you from the
plunder of the LORD’s enemies.”

27He sent it to those who were in Bethel, to those who were in Ramoth of
the South, to those whowere in Jattir,

28 to thosewhowere inAroer, to thosewhowere in Siphmoth, to thosewho
were in Eshtemoa,

29 to those who were in Racal, to those who were in the cities of the
Jerahmeelites, to those whowere in the cities of the Kenites,

30 to those who were in Hormah, to those who were in Borashan, to those
whowere in Athach,

31 to those whowere in Hebron, and to all the places where David himself
and his men used to stay.
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31
1Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and themen of Israel fled from

before the Philistines, and fell down slain onMount Gilboa.
2 The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed

Jonathan, Abinadab, andMalchishua, the sons of Saul.
3The battle went hard against Saul, and the archers overtook him; and he

was greatly distressed by reason of the archers.
4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me

through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through and
abuse me!” But his armor bearer would not, for he was terrified. Therefore
Saul took his sword and fell on it.

5When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell on his
sword, and died with him.

6 So Saul died with his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men that
same day together.

7When the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, and
those who were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled and that
Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned the cities and fled; and the
Philistines came and lived in them.

8On the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found
Saul and his three sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9They cut off his head, stripped off his armor, and sent into the land of the
Philistines all around, to carry the news to the house of their idols and to the
people.

10They put his armor in the house of the Ashtaroth, and they fastened his
body to the wall of Beth Shan.

11When the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had
done to Saul,

12 all the valiant men arose, went all night, and took the body of Saul and
the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh
and burned them there.

13 They took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk* tree in
Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

* 31:13 or, salt cedar
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The Second Book of Samuel
1After the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of

the Amalekites, and David had stayed two days in Ziklag,
2 on the third day, behold,* a man came out of the camp from Saul, with

his clothes torn and earth on his head. When he came to David, he fell to the
earth and showed respect.

3David said to him, “Where do you come from?”
He said to him, “I have escaped out of the camp of Israel.”
4David said to him, “How did it go? Please tell me.”
He answered, “The people have fled from the battle, and many of the

people also have fallen and are dead. Saul and Jonathan his son are dead
also.”

5David said to the youngmanwho told him, “How do you know that Saul
and Jonathan his son are dead?”

6 The young man who told him said, “As I happened by chance on Mount
Gilboa, behold, Saul was leaning on his spear; and behold, the chariots and
the horsemen followed close behind him.

7When he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. I answered,
‘Here I am.’

8He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’
9He said tome, ‘Please stand besideme, and killme, for anguish has taken

hold of me becausemy life lingers in me.’
10 So I stood beside him and killed him, because I was sure that he could

not live after he had fallen. I took the crown that was on his head and the
bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them here to my lord.”

11ThenDavid took hold on his clothes and tore them; and all themenwho
were with him did likewise.

12Theymourned,wept, and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan
his son, and for the people of the LORD,† and for the house of Israel, because
they had fallen by the sword.

13David said to the youngmanwho told him, “Where are you from?”
He answered, “I am the son of a foreigner, an Amalekite.”
14David said to him, “Whywere you not afraid to stretch out your hand to

destroy the LORD’s anointed?”
15 David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and cut him

down!” He struck him so that he died.
16 David said to him, “Your blood be on your head, for your mouth has

testified against you, saying, ‘I have slain the LORD’s anointed.’ ”
17David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his

son
18 (and he commanded them to teach the children of Judah the song of the

bow; behold, it is written in the book of Jashar):
19 “Your glory, Israel, was slain on your high places!

How themighty have fallen!

* 1:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 1:12 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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20Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t publish it in the streets of Ashkelon,

lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.

21Youmountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain on you, and no fields of offerings;
for there the shield of themighty was defiled and cast away,
the shield of Saul was not anointed with oil.

22From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of themighty,
Jonathan’s bow didn’t turn back.
Saul’s sword didn’t return empty.

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives.
In their death, they were not divided.

They were swifter than eagles.
They were stronger than lions.

24You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you delicately in scarlet,
who put ornaments of gold on your clothing.

25How themighty have fallen in themiddle of the battle!
Jonathan was slain on your high places.

26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan.
You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to mewas wonderful,
surpassing the love of women.

27How themighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war have perished!”

2
1After this, David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up into any of

the cities of Judah?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up.”
David said, “Where shall I go up?”
He said, “To Hebron.”
2SoDavidwent up therewithhis twowives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and

Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.
3 David brought up his men who were with him, every man with his

household. They lived in the cities of Hebron.
4 The men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the

house of Judah. They told David, “Themen of Jabesh Gileadwere those who
buried Saul.”

5 David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them,
“Blessed are you by the LORD, that you have shown this kindness to your
lord, even to Saul, and have buried him.

6Now may the LORD show loving kindness and truth to you. I also will
reward you for this kindness, because you have done this thing.

7Nowtherefore let yourhandsbe strong, andbevaliant; for Saul your lord
is dead, and also the house of Judah have anointedme king over them.”

8Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s army, had taken Ishbosheth
the son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim.
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9 He made him king over Gilead, over the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over
Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all Israel.

10 Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over
Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David.

11 The time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was
seven years and six months.

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul,
went out fromMahanaim to Gibeon.

13 Joab the son of Zeruiah andDavid’s servantswent out, andmet themby
the pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool
and the other on the other side of the pool.

14Abner said to Joab, “Please let the youngmen arise and compete before
us!”
Joab said, “Let them arise!”
15Then they arose andwent over bynumber: twelve for Benjamin and for

Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of David’s servants.
16They each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his

fellow’s side; so they fell down together. Therefore that place in Gibeonwas
called Helkath Hazzurim.*

17Thebattlewas very severe that day; andAbnerwasbeaten, and themen
of Israel, before David’s servants.

18The three sons of Zeruiahwere there: Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel
was as light of foot as a wild gazelle.

19Asahel pursuedAbner. Hedidn’t turn to the righthandor to the left from
following Abner.

20Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Is that you, Asahel?”
He answered, “It is.”
21 Abner said to him, “Turn away to your right hand or to your left, and

grab one of the young men, and take his armor.” But Asahel would not turn
away from following him.

22Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn away from followingme. Why should
I strike you to the ground? How then could I look Joab your brother in the
face?”

23However, he refused to turn away. Therefore Abner with the back end
of the spear struck him in the body, so that the spear came out behind him;
and he fell down there and died in the same place. As many as came to the
place where Asahel fell down and died stood still.

24But JoabandAbishai pursuedAbner. The sunwentdownwhen theyhad
come to the hill of Ammah, that lies beforeGiahby theway of thewilderness
of Gibeon.

25ThechildrenofBenjamingathered themselves together afterAbnerand
became one band, and stood on the top of a hill.

26 Then Abner called to Joab, and said, “Shall the sword devour forever?
Don’t you know that it will be bitterness in the latter end? How long will it
be then, before you ask the people to return from following their brothers?”

27 Joab said, “As God† lives, if you had not spoken, surely then in the
morning the people would have gone away, and not each followed his
brother.”
* 2:16 “Helkath Hazzurim” means “field of daggers”. † 2:27 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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28 So Joab blew the trumpet; and all the people stood still and pursued
Israel nomore, and they fought nomore.

29 Abner and his men went all that night through the Arabah; and they
passed over the Jordan, and went through all Bithron, and came to Ma-
hanaim.

30 Joab returned from following Abner; and when he had gathered all the
people together, nineteenmen of David’s and Asahel weremissing.

31 But David’s servants had struck Benjamin Abner’s men so that three
hundred sixty men died.

32They tookupAsahel andburiedhim in the tombof his father,whichwas
in Bethlehem. Joab and his men went all night, and the day broke on them
at Hebron.

3
1Now there was long war between Saul’s house and David’s house. David

grew stronger and stronger, but Saul’s house grewweaker and weaker.
2 Sons were born to David in Hebron. His firstborn was Amnon, of

Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;
3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and

the third, Absalom the son ofMaacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur;
4and the fourth, Adonijah the son ofHaggith; and thefifth, Shephatiah the

son of Abital;
5 and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David’s wife. These were born to David

in Hebron.
6 While there was war between Saul’s house and David’s house, Abner

made himself strong in Saul’s house.
7 Now Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of

Aiah; and Ishbosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s
concubine?”

8 Then Abner was very angry about Ishbosheth’s words, and said, “Am I
a dog’s head that belongs to Judah? Today I show kindness to your father
Saul’s house, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not delivered you
into the hand of David; and yet you chargeme todaywith a fault concerning
this woman!

9God do so to Abner, and more also, if, as the LORD has sworn to David, I
don’t do even so to him:

10 to transfer the kingdom from Saul’s house, and to set up David’s throne
over Israel and over Judah, from Dan even to Beersheba.”

11Hecouldnot answerAbner anotherword, becausehewas afraid of him.
12 Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying, “Whose is the

land?” and saying, “Make your alliance with me, and behold, my hand will
be with you to bring all Israel around to you.”

13David said, “Good. I will make a treaty with you, but one thing I require
of you. That is, you will not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s
daughter, when you come to seemy face.”

14David sentmessengers to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Delivermemy
wife Michal, whom I was given to marry for one hundred foreskins of the
Philistines.”

15 Ishbosheth sent and took her fromher husband, Paltiel the son of Laish.
16Her husband went with her, weeping as he went, and followed her to

Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, “Go! Return!” and he returned.
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17 Abner had communication with the elders of Israel, saying, “In times
past, you sought for David to be king over you.

18Now then do it! For the LORD has spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand
of my servant David, I will save my people Israel out of the hand of the
Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies.’ ”

19Abner also spoke in the ears of Benjamin; and Abnerwent also to speak
in the ears ofDavid inHebronall that seemedgood to Israel and to thewhole
house of Benjamin.

20 So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. David
made Abner and themenwhowere with him a feast.

21Abner said to David, “I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel to my
lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may
reign over all that your soul desires.” David sent Abner away; and he went
in peace.

22 Behold, David’s servants and Joab came from a raid and brought in a
great plunder with them; but Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he
had sent him away, and he had gone in peace.

23When Joab and all the armywhowaswith himhad come, they told Joab,
“Abner the sonofNer came to the king, andhehas sent himaway, andhehas
gone in peace.”

24 Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold,
Abner came to you. Why is it that you have sent him away, and he is already
gone?

25 You know Abner the son of Ner. He came to deceive you, and to know
your going out and your coming in, and to know all that you do.”

26When Joab had come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner,
and they brought him back from the well of Sirah; but David didn’t know it.

27 When Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the
middle of the gate to speak with him quietly, and struck him there in the
body, so that he died for the blood of Asahel his brother.

28Afterward,whenDavidheard it, he said, “I andmykingdomareguiltless
before the LORD forever of the blood of Abner the son of Ner.

29Let it fall on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house. Let there not
fail from thehouse of Joab onewhohas a discharge, orwho is a leper, orwho
leans on a staff, or who falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.”

30So Joab andAbishai his brother killedAbner, because hehad killed their
brother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle.

31David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, “Tear your
clothes, and clothe yourselveswith sackcloth, andmourn in front of Abner.”
King David followed the bier.

32They buried Abner in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice andwept
at Abner’s grave; and all the people wept.

33The king lamented for Abner, and said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies?
34 Your hands weren’t bound, and your feet weren’t put into fetters. As a

man falls before the children of iniquity, so you fell.”
All the people wept again over him.
35All the people came to urge David to eat bread while it was yet day; but

David swore, saying, “God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or
anything else, until the sun goes down.”
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36All the people tooknotice of it, and it pleased them, aswhatever the king
did pleased all the people.

37So all the people and all Israel understood that day that it was not of the
king to kill Abner the son of Ner.

38The king said to his servants, “Don’t you know that a prince and a great
man has fallen today in Israel?

39 I amweak today, though anointed king. These men, the sons of Zeruiah
are too hard for me. May the LORD reward the evildoer according to his
wickedness.”

4
1WhenSaul’s sonheard thatAbnerwasdead inHebron, hishandsbecame

feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled.
2 Saul’s son had two men who were captains of raiding bands. The name

of one was Baanah and the name of the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin (for Beeroth also is considered a
part of Benjamin;

3 and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and have lived as foreigners there
until today).

4Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, hada sonwhowas lame inhis feet. Hewasfive
years old when the news came about Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel; and
his nurse picked him up and fled. As she hurried to flee, he fell and became
lame. His namewasMephibosheth.

5 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went out and
came at about the heat of the day to the house of Ishbosheth as he took his
rest at noon.

6They came there into themiddle of the house as though theywould have
fetchedwheat, and they struck him in the body; and Rechab and Baanah his
brother escaped.

7Nowwhen they came into the house as he lay on his bed in his bedroom,
they struck him, killed him, beheaded him, and took his head, and went by
the way of the Arabah all night.

8 They brought the head of Ishbosheth to David to Hebron, and said to
the king, “Behold, the head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who
sought your life! The LORD has avenged my lord the king today of Saul and
of his offspring.*”

9David answered Rechab andBaanahhis brother, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, and said to them, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemedmy soul
out of all adversity,

10when someone told me, ‘Behold, Saul is dead,’ thinking that he brought
good news, I seized him and killed him in Ziklag, which was the reward I
gave him for his news.

11Howmuchmore,whenwickedmenhave slain a righteous person in his
own house on his bed, should I not now require his blood from your hand,
and rid the earth of you?”

12 David commanded his young men, and they killed them, cut off their
hands and their feet, and hanged them up beside the pool in Hebron. But
they took the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in Abner’s grave in Hebron.

* 4:8 or, seed



2 Samuel 5:1 414 2 Samuel 5:21

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying,

“Behold, we are your bone and your flesh.
2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led Israel out

and in. The LORD said to you, ‘Youwill be shepherd ofmy people Israel, and
you will be prince over Israel.’ ”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron, and King David
made a covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD; and they anointed
David king over Israel.

4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty
years.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.

6 The king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the
inhabitants of the land, who spoke to David, saying, “The blind and the lame
will keep you out of here,” thinking, “David can’t come in here.”

7Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion. This is David’s city.
8David saidon thatday, “Whoever strikes the Jebusites, let himgoup to the

watercourseandstrike those lameandblind,whoarehatedbyDavid’s soul.”
Therefore they say, “The blind and the lame can’t come into the house.”

9 David lived in the stronghold, and called it David’s city. David built
around fromMillo and inward.

10David grew greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of Armies, was
with him.

11Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, with cedar trees, carpen-
ters, andmasons; and they built David a house.

12Davidperceived that theLORDhadestablishedhimkingover Israel, and
that he had exalted his kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.

13 David took more concubines and wives for himself out of Jerusalem,
after he had come from Hebron; and more sons and daughters were born
to David.

14 These are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem:
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,
16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
17 When the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over

Israel, all the Philistineswent up to seekDavid, but David heard about it and
went down to the stronghold.

18 Now the Philistines had come and spread themselves in the valley of
Rephaim.

19David inquiredof theLORD, saying, “Shall I goupagainst thePhilistines?
Will you deliver them intomy hand?”
The LORD said to David, “Go up; for I will certainly deliver the Philistines

into your hand.”
20David came toBaal Perazim, andDavid struck them there. Thenhe said,

“The LORD has broken my enemies before me, like the breach of waters.”
Therefore he called the name of that place Baal Perazim.*

21They left their images there, and David and his men took them away.

* 5:20 “Baal Perazim” means “Lord who breaks out”.
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22 The Philistines came up yet again and spread themselves in the valley
of Rephaim.

23When David inquired of the LORD, he said, “You shall not go up. Circle
around behind them, and attack them in front of themulberry trees.

24When you hear the sound ofmarching in the tops of themulberry trees,
then stir yourself up; for then the LORDhas gone out before you to strike the
army of the Philistines.”

25David did so, as the LORD commanded him, and struck the Philistines
all the way from Geba to Gezer.

6
1 David again gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty

thousand.
2David arose andwentwith all the peoplewhowerewith him fromBaale

Judah, to bring up from there God’s ark, which is called by the Name, even
the name of the LORD of Armies who sits above the cherubim.

3They set God’s ark on a new cart, and brought it out of Abinadab’s house
that was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the
new cart.

4They brought it out of Abinadab’s housewhichwas in the hill, with God’s
ark; and Ahio went before the ark.

5David and all the house of Israel played before the LORDwith all kinds of
instruments made of cypress wood, with harps, with stringed instruments,
with tambourines, with castanets, and with cymbals.

6When they came to the threshingfloor ofNacon, Uzzah reached forGod’s
ark and took hold of it, for the cattle stumbled.

7 The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah, and God struck him there for
his error; and he died there by God’s ark.

8David was displeased because the LORD had broken out against Uzzah;
and he called that place Perez Uzzah* to this day.

9 David was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, “How could the
LORD’s ark come tome?”

10 So David would not move the LORD’s ark to be with him in David’s city;
but David carried it aside into Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house.

11 The LORD’s ark remained in Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house three
months; and the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his house.

12 King David was told, “The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom,
and all that belongs to him, because of God’s ark.”
So David went and brought up God’s ark from the house of Obed-Edom

into David’s city with joy.
13When those who bore the LORD’s ark had gone six paces, he sacrificed

an ox and a fattened calf.
14Daviddancedbefore theLORDwithall hismight; andDavidwas clothed

in a linen ephod.
15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the LORD’s ark with

shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.
16 As the LORD’s ark came into David’s city, Michal the daughter of Saul

looked out through the window and saw King David leaping and dancing
before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.

* 6:8 “Perez Uzzah” means “outbreak against Uzzah”.
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17 They brought in the LORD’s ark, and set it in its place in the middle of
the tent that David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings before the LORD.

18 When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the peace
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of Armies.

19Hegave toall thepeople, evenamong thewholemultitudeof Israel, both
tomen andwomen, to everyone a portion of bread, dates, and raisins. So all
the people departed, each to his own house.

20ThenDavid returned tobless his household. Michal thedaughter of Saul
cameout tomeetDavid, and said, “Howglorious the king of Israelwas today,
whouncoveredhimself today in the eyes of his servants’maids, as one of the
vain fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”

21David said toMichal, “Itwas before theLORD,who chosemeabove your
father, and above all his house, to appoint me prince over the people of the
LORD, over Israel. Therefore I will celebrate before the LORD.

22 Iwill be yetmoreundignified than this, andwill beworthless inmyown
sight. But themaids of whom you have spokenwill honorme.”

23Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.

7
1When the king lived in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from

all his enemies all around,
2 the king said toNathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar,

but God’s ark dwells within curtains.”
3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is

with you.”
4That same night, the LORD’s word came to Nathan, saying,
5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘The LORD says, “Should you build me a

house for me to dwell in?
6 For I have not lived in a house since the day that I brought the children

of Israel up out of Egypt, even to this day, but have moved around in a tent
and in a tabernacle.

7 In all places in which I have walked with all the children of Israel, did
I say a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel whom I commanded to be
shepherd ofmy people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?’ ” ’

8Now therefore tell my servant David this: ‘The LORD of Armies says, “I
took you from the sheep pen, from following the sheep, to be prince overmy
people, over Israel.

9 I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. I will make you a great name, like the name of
the great ones who are in the earth.

10 I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in their own place and be moved no more. The children of
wickedness will not afflict them anymore, as at the first,

11 and as from the day that I commanded judges to be over my people
Israel. I will cause you to rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD
tells you that the LORDwill make you a house.

12When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will set
up your offspring after you, who will proceed out of your body, and I will
establish his kingdom.
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13Hewill build a house formy name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever.

14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. If he commits iniquity, I will
chasten himwith the rod ofmen andwith the stripes of the children ofmen;

15but my loving kindness will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I put away before you.

16 Your house and your kingdom will be made sure forever before you.
Your throne will be established forever.” ’ ”

17Nathan spoke to David all these words, and according to all this vision.
18ThenDavid the kingwent in and sat before the LORD; andhe said, “Who

am I, Lord* GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me this far?
19This was yet a small thing in your eyes, Lord GOD, but you have spoken

also of your servant’s house for a great while to come; and this amongmen,
Lord GOD!

20Whatmore canDavid say to you? For youknowyour servant, LordGOD.
21 For your word’s sake, and according to your own heart, you have

worked all this greatness, to make your servant know it.
22Therefore you are great, LORDGod. For there is no one like you, neither

is there any God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our
ears.

23What one nation in the earth is like your people, even like Israel, whom
God went to redeem to himself for a people, and to make himself a name,
and to do great things for you, and awesome things for your land, before
your people, whomyou redeemed to yourself out of Egypt, from the nations
and their gods?

24 You established for yourself your people Israel to be your people
forever; and you, LORD, became their God.

25 “Now, LORD God, the word that you have spoken concerning your
servant, and concerning his house, confirm it forever, and do as you have
spoken.

26Let your namebemagnified forever, saying, ‘The LORDof Armies is God
over Israel; and the house of your servant David will be established before
you.’

27 For you, LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, have revealed to your
servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore your servant has found
in his heart to pray this prayer to you.

28“Now,OLordGOD, you areGod, and yourwords are truth, and youhave
promised this good thing to your servant.

29Now therefore, let it please you to bless the house of your servant, that
it may continue forever before you; for you, Lord GOD, have spoken it. Let
the house of your servant be blessed forever with your blessing.”

8
1After this, David struck thePhilistines and subdued them; andDavid took

the bridle of themother city out of the hand of the Philistines.
2He defeatedMoab, andmeasured themwith the line, making them to lie

down on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death, and one
full line to keep alive. TheMoabites became servants to David, and brought
tribute.
* 7:18 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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3David also struck Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as hewent
to recover his dominion at the River.

4David took fromhimone thousand sevenhundredhorsemenand twenty
thousand footmen. David hamstrung the chariot horses, but reserved
enough of them for one hundred chariots.

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah,
David struck twenty two thousandmen of the Syrians.

6Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became
servants to David, and brought tribute. The LORD gave victory to David
wherever he went.

7 David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadadezer,
and brought them to Jerusalem.

8 From Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a
great quantity of bronze.

9When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had struck all the army of
Hadadezer,

10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King David to greet him and to bless him,
because he had fought against Hadadezer and struck him; for Hadadezer
had wars with Toi. Joram brought with him vessels of silver, vessels of gold,
and vessels of bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to the LORD, with the silver and gold
that he dedicated of all the nations which he subdued—

12 of Syria, of Moab, of the children of Ammon, of the Philistines, of
Amalek, and of the plunder of Hadadezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

13 David earned a reputation when he returned from striking down
eighteen thousandmen of the Syrians in the Valley of Salt.

14He put garrisons in Edom. Throughout all Edom, he put garrisons, and
all the Edomites became servants to David. The LORD gave victory to David
wherever he went.

15David reigned over all Israel; and David executed justice and righteous-
ness for all his people.

16 Joab thesonofZeruiahwasover thearmy, Jehoshaphat the sonofAhilud
was recorder,

17Zadok the sonofAhitubandAhimelech the sonofAbiatharwerepriests,
Seraiah was scribe,

18Benaiah the son of Jehoiadawas over the Cherethites and the Pelethites;
and David’s sons were chief ministers.

9
1David said, “Is there yet any who is left of Saul’s house, that I may show

him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”
2 There was of Saul’s house a servant whose name was Ziba, and they

called him to David; and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?”
He said, “I am your servant.”
3 The king said, “Is there not yet any of Saul’s house, that I may show the

kindness of God to him?”
Ziba said to the king, “Jonathan still has a son, who is lame in his feet.”
4The king said to him, “Where is he?”
Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of

Ammiel, in Lo Debar.”



2 Samuel 9:5 419 2 Samuel 10:8

5ThenKingDavid sent andbrought himout of the house ofMachir the son
of Ammiel, from Lo Debar.

6Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, fell
on his face, and showed respect. David said, “Mephibosheth?”
He answered, “Behold, your servant!”
7David said to him, “Don’t be afraid, for I will surely show you kindness

for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul
your father. You will eat bread at my table continually.”

8He bowed down, and said, “What is your servant, that you should look at
such a dead dog as I am?”

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “All that
belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to yourmaster’s son.

10 Till the land for him—you, your sons, and your servants. Bring in the
harvest, that your master’s son may have bread to eat; but Mephibosheth
yourmaster’s son will always eat bread at my table.”
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.
11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king

commands his servant, so your servant will do.” SoMephibosheth ate at the
king’s table like one of the king’s sons.

12Mephibosheth had a young son, whose namewasMica. All who lived in
Ziba’s house were servants to Mephibosheth.

13 SoMephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s
table. He was lame in both his feet.

10
1 After this, the king of the children of Ammon died, and Hanun his son

reigned in his place.
2 David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his

father showedkindness tome.” SoDavid sent byhis servants to comfort him
concerning his father. David’s servants came into the land of the children of
Ammon.

3 But the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, “Do
you think that David honors your father, in that he has sent comforters to
you? Hasn’t David sent his servants to you to search the city, to spy it out,
and to overthrow it?”

4 So Hanun took David’s servants, shaved off one half of their beards, and
cut off their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them
away.

5When they toldDavid this, he sent tomeet them, for themenweregreatly
ashamed. The king said, “Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and
then return.”

6When the children of Ammon saw that they hadbecomeodious toDavid,
the children of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth Rehob and the
Syrians of Zobah, twenty thousand footmen, and the king of Maacah with
one thousandmen, and themen of Tob twelve thousandmen.

7WhenDavid heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of themightymen.
8 The children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at the

entrance of the gate. The Syrians of Zobah and of Rehob and themen of Tob
andMaacah were by themselves in the field.
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9 Now when Joab saw that the battle was set against him before and
behind, he chose of all the choicemenof Israel andput them in array against
the Syrians.

10The rest of thepeoplehe committed into thehandofAbishai his brother;
and he put them in array against the children of Ammon.

11He said, “If the Syrians are too strong forme, then you shall helpme; but
if the children of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will come and help
you.

12Be courageous, and let’s be strong for our people and for the cities of our
God; andmay the LORD dowhat seems good to him.”

13 So Joab and the people who were with him came near to the battle
against the Syrians, and they fled before him.

14 When the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians had fled, they
likewise fled before Abishai, and entered into the city. Then Joab returned
from the children of Ammon and came to Jerusalem.

15When the Syrians saw that they were defeated by Israel, they gathered
themselves together.

16 Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians who were beyond the
River; and they came to Helam, with Shobach the captain of the army of
Hadadezer at their head.

17 David was told that; and he gathered all Israel together, passed over
the Jordan, and came to Helam. The Syrians set themselves in array against
David and fought with him.

18 The Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred chario-
teers of the Syrians and forty thousand horsemen, and struck Shobach the
captain of their army, so that he died there.

19When all the kingswhowere servants to Hadadezer saw that theywere
defeated before Israel, theymade peacewith Israel and served them. So the
Syrians were afraid to help the children of Ammon anymore.

11
1At the return of the year, at the time when kings go out, David sent Joab

and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of
Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.

2At evening, David arose fromhis bed andwalked on the roof of the king’s
house. From the roof, he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very
beautiful to look at.

3David sent and inquiredafter thewoman. One said, “Isn’t thisBathsheba,
the daughter of Eliam, Uriah the Hittite’s wife?”

4David sentmessengers, and took her; and she came in to him, and he lay
with her (for she was purified from her uncleanness); and she returned to
her house.

5Thewoman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, “I amwith
child.”

6David sent to Joab, “Sendme Uriah the Hittite.” Joab sent Uriah to David.
7When Uriah had come to him, David asked him how Joab did, and how

the people fared, and how the war prospered.
8David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” Uriah

departed out of the king’s house, and a gift from the kingwas sent after him.
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9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his
lord, and didn’t go down to his house.

10When they had told David, saying, “Uriah didn’t go down to his house,”
David said to Uriah, “Haven’t you come from a journey? Why didn’t you go
down to your house?”

11Uriah said to David, “The ark, Israel, and Judah, are staying in tents; and
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open field.
Shall I then go intomy house to eat and to drink, and to lie withmywife? As
you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing!”

12David said to Uriah, “Stay here today also, and tomorrow I will let you
depart.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next day.

13When David had called him, he ate and drank before him; and hemade
him drunk. At evening, he went out to lie on his bedwith the servants of his
lord, but didn’t go down to his house.

14 In the morning, David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of
Uriah.

15Hewrote in the letter, saying, “Send Uriah to the forefront of the hottest
battle, and retreat from him, that hemay be struck and die.”

16When Joab kept watch on the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where
he knew that valiant menwere.

17 The men of the city went out and fought with Joab. Some of the people
fell, even of David’s servants; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

18Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war;
19 and he commanded the messenger, saying, “When you have finished

telling all the things concerning the war to the king,
20 it shall be that, if the king’s wrath arise, and he asks you, ‘Why did you

go so near to the city to fight? Didn’t you know that they would shoot from
the wall?

21WhostruckAbimelech the sonof Jerubbesheth? Didn’t awoman cast an
upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did
you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite
is also dead.’ ”

22 So the messenger went, and came and showed David all that Joab had
sent him for.

23The messenger said to David, “The men prevailed against us, and came
out to us into thefield; andwewere on themeven to the entrance of the gate.

24 The shooters shot at your servants from off the wall; and some of the
king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.”

25 Then David said to the messenger, “Tell Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing
displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Make your
battle stronger against the city, and overthrow it.’ Encourage him.”

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she
mourned for her husband.

27 When the mourning was past, David sent and took her home to his
house, and she becamehiswife and bore him a son. But the thing that David
had done displeased the LORD.

12
1The LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There

were twomen in one city: the one rich, and the other poor.
2The richman had verymany flocks and herds,
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3but the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb, which he had
bought and raised. It grewup togetherwith himandwith his children. It ate
of his own food, drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was like a
daughter to him.

4 A traveler came to the rich man, and he didn’t want to take of his own
flock and of his own herd to prepare for the wayfaring man who had come
to him, but took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had
come to him.”

5David’s anger burned hot against theman, and he said toNathan, “As the
LORD lives, the manwho has done this deserves to die!

6Hemust restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing andbecause
he had no pity!”

7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God
of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the
hand of Saul.

8 I gave youyourmaster’s house andyourmaster’swives into yourbosom,
and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that would have been
too little, I would have added to youmanymore such things.

9Why have you despised the LORD’s word, to do that which is evil in his
sight? You have struck Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife
tobeyourwife, andhaveslainhimwith the swordof thechildrenofAmmon.

10Now therefore the sword will never depart from your house, because
you have despised me and have taken Uriah the Hittite’s wife to be your
wife.’

11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out
of yourownhouse; and Iwill takeyourwivesbeforeyoureyesandgive them
to your neighbor, and he will lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.

12 For you did this secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun.’ ”

13David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin. You will not

die.
14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the

LORD’s enemies to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you will surely
die.”

15Then Nathan departed to his house.
TheLORD struck the child thatUriah’swife bore toDavid, andhewas very

sick.
16David therefore beggedGod for the child; andDavid fasted, andwent in

and lay all night on the ground.
17The elders of his house arose beside him, to raise himup from the earth;

but he would not, and he didn’t eat bread with them.
18On the seventh day, the child died. David’s servants were afraid to tell

him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was yet
alive, we spoke to him and he didn’t listen to our voice. How will he then
harm himself if we tell him that the child is dead?”

19But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David
perceived that the child was dead; and David said to his servants, “Is the
child dead?”
They said, “He is dead.”
20ThenDavidarose fromtheearth, andwashedandanointedhimself, and

changed his clothing; and he came into the LORD’s house, and worshiped.
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Then he came to his own house; and when he requested, they set bread
before him and he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You
fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child was
dead, you rose up and ate bread.”

22He said, “While the childwas yet alive, I fasted andwept; for I said, ‘Who
knowswhether the LORDwill not be gracious tome, that the childmay live?’

23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I
will go to him, but he will not return to me.”

24 David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her, and lay with
her. She bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. The LORD loved him;

25 and he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet, and he named him
Jedidiah,* for the LORD’s sake.

26NowJoab fought against Rabbahof the childrenofAmmon, and took the
royal city.

27 Joab sentmessengers to David, and said, “I have fought against Rabbah.
Yes, I have taken the city of waters.

28 Now therefore gather the rest of the people together, and encamp
against the city and take it; lest I take the city, and it be called bymy name.”

29David gathered all the people together and went to Rabbah, and fought
against it and took it.

30He took the crown of their king from off his head; and its weight was a
talent† of gold, and in itwere precious stones; and itwas set onDavid’s head.
He brought a great quantity of plunder out of the city.

31He brought out the people who were in it, and put them to work under
saws, under iron picks, under axes of iron, and made them go to the brick
kiln; and he did so to all the cities of the children of Ammon. Then David
and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

13
1After this, Absalom the son of David had a beautiful sister, whose name

was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her.
2Amnonwas so troubled that he became sick because of his sister Tamar,

for she was a virgin, and it seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her.
3 But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah,

David’s brother; and Jonadab was a very subtle man.
4He said to him, “Why, son of the king, are you so sad from day to day?

Won’t you tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 Jonadabsaid tohim, “Laydownonyourbedandpretend tobesick. When

your father comes to see you, tell him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and
give me bread to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and
eat it from her hand.’ ”

6 So Amnon lay down and faked being sick. When the king came to see
him, Amnon said to the king, “Please letmy sister Tamar come andmakeme
a couple of cakes inmy sight, that I may eat from her hand.”

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Go now to your brother
Amnon’s house, and prepare food for him.”
* 12:25 “Jedidiah”means “lovedby theLORD”. † 12:30 A talent is about 30 kilogramsor 66pounds
or 965 Troy ounces
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8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he was lying down.
She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes.

9 She took the pan and poured them out before him, but he refused to eat.
Amnon said, “Have all men leaveme.” Then everymanwent out from him.

10Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the room, that Imay eat from
your hand.” Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them
into the room to Amnon her brother.

11When she had brought them near to him to eat, he took hold of her and
said to her, “Come, lie withme, my sister!”

12 She answered him, “No, my brother, do not force me! For no such thing
ought to be done in Israel. Don’t you do this folly!

13As for me, where would I carry my shame? And as for you, you will be
as one of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he
will not withholdme from you.”

14However, he would not listen to her voice; but being stronger than she,
he forced her and lay with her.

15 Then Amnon hated her with exceedingly great hatred; for the hatred
with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved
her. Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”

16 She said to him, “Not so, because this great wrong in sending me away
is worse than the other that you did to me!”
But he would not listen to her.
17 Then he called his servant who ministered to him, and said, “Now put

this woman out fromme, and bolt the door after her.”
18Shehad a garment of various colors onher, for the king’s daughterswho

were virgins dressed in such robes. Then his servant brought her out and
bolted the door after her.

19 Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore her garment of various colors
thatwas onher; and she laid her hand onher head andwent herway, crying
aloud as she went.

20Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with
you? But now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother. Don’t take this
thing to heart.”
So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom’s house.
21But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry.
22 Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good nor bad; for Absalom hated

Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar.
23After two full years, Absalom had sheep shearers in Baal Hazor, which

is beside Ephraim; and Absalom invited all the king’s sons.
24 Absalom came to the king and said, “See now, your servant has sheep

shearers. Please let the king and his servants go with your servant.”
25 The king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let’s not all go, lest we be

burdensome to you.” Hepressed him; however hewould not go, but blessed
him.

26Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.”
The king said to him, “Why should he go with you?”
27 But Absalom pressed him, and he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go

with him.
28Absalom commanded his servants, saying, “Mark now, when Amnon’s

heart is merry with wine; andwhen I tell you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him.
Don’t be afraid. Haven’t I commanded you? Be courageous, and be valiant!”
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29 The servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded.
Then all the king’s sons arose, and everyman got up on his mule and fled.

30While they were on the way, the news came to David, saying, “Absalom
has slain all the king’s sons, and there is not one of them left!”

31Then the king arose, and tore his garments, and lay on the earth; and all
his servants stood by with their clothes torn.

32 Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, answered, “Don’t let my
lord suppose that they have killed all the young men, the king’s sons, for
Amnon only is dead; for by the appointment of Absalom this has been
determined from the day that he forced his sister Tamar.

33Now therefore don’t let my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to
think that all the king’s sons are dead; for only Amnon is dead.”

34But Absalom fled. The youngmanwho kept the watch lifted up his eyes
and looked, and behold, many people were coming by way of the hillside
behind him.

35 Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the king’s sons are coming! It is as
your servant said.”

36As soon as he had finished speaking, behold, the king’s sons came, and
lifted up their voices and wept. The king also and all his servants wept
bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihur, king of
Geshur. Davidmourned for his son every day.

38 So Absalom fled andwent to Geshur, and was there three years.
39King David longed to go out to Absalom, for he was comforted concern-

ing Amnon, since he was dead.

14
1Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s heart was toward

Absalom.
2 Joab sent to Tekoa andbrought awisewoman from there, and said to her,

“Please act like a mourner, and put on mourning clothing, please, and don’t
anoint yourself with oil; but be as a woman who has mourned a long time
for the dead.

3Go in to the king and speak like this to him.” So Joab put thewords in her
mouth.

4When the woman of Tekoa spoke to the king, she fell on her face to the
ground, showed respect, and said, “Help, O king!”

5The king said to her, “What ails you?”
She answered, “Truly I am awidow, andmy husband is dead.
6Your servanthad two sons; and theyboth fought together in thefield, and

there was no one to part them, but the one struck the other and killed him.
7 Behold, the whole family has risen against your servant, and they say,

‘Deliver him who struck his brother, that we may kill him for the life of
his brother whom he killed, and so destroy the heir also.’ Thus they would
quenchmy coal which is left, andwould leave tomy husband neither name
nor remainder on the surface of the earth.”

8Theking said to thewoman, “Go toyourhouse, and Iwill give a command
concerning you.”

9The woman of Tekoa said to the king, “My lord, O king, may the iniquity
be on me, and on my father’s house; and may the king and his throne be
guiltless.”
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10The king said, “Whoever says anything to you, bring him to me, and he
will not bother you anymore.”

11 Then she said, “Please let the king remember the LORD your God, that
the avenger of blood destroy not anymore, lest they destroymy son.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, not onehair of your son shall fall to the earth.”
12Then the woman said, “Please let your servant speak a word to my lord

the king.”
He said, “Say on.”
13 The woman said, “Why then have you devised such a thing against the

people of God? For in speaking this word the king is as one who is guilty, in
that the king does not bring home again his banished one.

14 For we must die, and are like water spilled on the ground, which can’t
be gathered up again; neither does God take away life, but devises means,
that he who is banished not be an outcast from him.

15Now therefore, seeing that I have come to speak thisword tomy lord the
king, it is because the people havemademe afraid. Your servant said, ‘I will
now speak to the king; itmay be that the kingwill perform the request of his
servant.’

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his servant out of the hand of the man
whowould destroyme andmy son together out of the inheritance of God.

17 Then your servant said, ‘Please let the word of my lord the king bring
rest; for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad.
May the LORD, your God, be with you.’ ”

18 Then the king answered the woman, “Please don’t hide anything from
me that I ask you.”
The woman said, “Let my lord the king now speak.”
19The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?”
The woman answered, “As your soul lives, my lord the king, no one can

turn to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the king has
spoken; for your servant Joab urged me, and he put all these words in the
mouth of your servant.

20 Your servant Joab has done this thing to change the face of the matter.
My lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all
things that are in the earth.”

21 The king said to Joab, “Behold now, I have granted this thing. Go
therefore, and bring the youngman Absalom back.”

22 Joab fell to the ground onhis face, showed respect, and blessed the king.
Joab said, “Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight,
my lord, O king, in that the king has performed the request of his servant.”

23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem.
24The king said, “Let him return to his own house, but let him not see my

face.” So Absalom returned to his own house, and didn’t see the king’s face.
25Now in all Israel therewas no one to be somuch praised as Absalom for

his beauty. From the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was
no defect in him.

26When he cut the hair of his head (now it was at every year’s end that he
cut it; because it was heavy on him, therefore he cut it), he weighed the hair
of his head at two hundred shekels,* after the king’s weight.
* 14:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 200 shekels is about 2 kilograms or about
4.4 pounds.
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27 Three sons were born to Absalom, and one daughter, whose name was
Tamar. She was a womanwith a beautiful face.

28Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, and he didn’t see the king’s
face.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but he would not
come to him. Then he sent again a second time, but he would not come.

30Therefore he said to his servants, “Behold, Joab’s field is nearmine, and
he has barley there. Go and set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants set the field
on fire.

31 Then Joab arose and came to Absalom to his house, and said to him,
“Why have your servants set my field on fire?”

32Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I sent to you, saying, ‘Come here, that
I may send you to the king, to say, “Why have I come from Geshur? It would
be better for me to be there still. Now therefore, let me see the king’s face;
and if there is iniquity inme, let him kill me.” ’ ”

33 So Joab came to the king and told him; and when he had called for
Absalom, he came to the king and bowed himself on his face to the ground
before the king; and the king kissed Absalom.

15
1After this, Absalom prepared a chariot and horses for himself, and fifty

men to run before him.
2Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate. When any

man had a suit which should come to the king for judgment, then Absalom
called to him, and said, “What city are you from?”
He said, “Your servant is of one of the tribes of Israel.”
3Absalom said to him, “Behold, yourmatters are good and right; but there

is noman deputized by the king to hear you.”
4 Absalom said moreover, “Oh that I were made judge in the land, that

everymanwho has any suit or causemight come tome, and I would do him
justice!”

5 Itwas so, thatwhenanymancamenear tobowdown tohim, he stretched
out his hand, took hold of him, and kissed him.

6 Absalom did this sort of thing to all Israel who came to the king for
judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of themen of Israel.

7At the end of forty years, Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go and
paymy vow, which I have vowed to the LORD, in Hebron.

8 For your servant vowed a vow while I stayed at Geshur in Syria, saying,
‘If the LORD shall indeed bring me again to Jerusalem, then I will serve the
LORD.’ ”

9The king said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he arose and went to Hebron.
10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As

soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, ‘Absalom is
king in Hebron!’ ”

11 Two hundred men went with Absalom out of Jerusalem, who were
invited, and went in their simplicity; and they didn’t know anything.

12 Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his
city, even from Giloh, while he was offering the sacrifices. The conspiracy
was strong, for the people increased continually with Absalom.
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13Amessenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of themen of Israel are
after Absalom.”

14David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise!
Let’s flee, or else none of us will escape from Absalom. Hurry to depart, lest
he overtake us quickly and bring down evil on us, and strike the city with
the edge of the sword.”

15The king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants are ready to
do whatever my lord the king chooses.”

16 The king went out, and all his household after him. The king left ten
women, whowere concubines, to keep the house.

17The king went out, and all the people after him; and they stayed in Beth
Merhak.

18All his servants passedonbesidehim; andall theCherethites, andall the
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men who came after him from
Gath, passed on before the king.

19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why do you also go with us?
Return, and stay with the king; for you are a foreigner and also an exile.
Return to your own place.

20Whereas you came but yesterday, should I today make you go up and
downwith us, since I go where I may? Return, and take back your brothers.
Mercy and truth be with you.”

21 Ittai answered the king and said, “As the LORD lives, and asmy lord the
king lives, surely in what place my lord the king is, whether for death or for
life, your servant will be there also.”

22David said to Ittai, “Go and pass over.” Ittai the Gittite passed over, and
all his men, and all the little ones whowere with him.

23All the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over.
The king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and all the people
passed over toward the way of the wilderness.

24Behold, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark
of the covenant of God; and they set down God’s ark; and Abiathar went up
until all the people finished passing out of the city.

25 The king said to Zadok, “Carry God’s ark back into the city. If I find
favor in the LORD’s eyes, he will bring me again, and show me both it and
his habitation;

26but if he says, ‘I have no delight in you,’ behold, here I am. Let him do to
me as seems good to him.”

27Theking said also to Zadok thepriest, “Aren’t youa seer? Return into the
city in peace, and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son and Jonathan
the son of Abiathar.

28Behold, I will stay at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from
you to informme.”

29Zadok therefore andAbiathar carriedGod’s ark to Jerusalemagain; and
they stayed there.

30Davidwent up by the ascent of theMount of Olives, andwept as hewent
up; andhehadhis head coveredandwent barefoot. All thepeoplewhowere
withhimeach coveredhis head, and theywent up,weeping as theywent up.

31Someone toldDavid, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspiratorswith
Absalom.”
David said, “LORD,please turn thecounsel ofAhithophel into foolishness.”
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32When David had come to the top, where God was worshiped, behold,
Hushai the Archite came to meet him with his tunic torn and earth on his
head.

33David said to him, “If you pass on withme, then you will be a burden to
me;

34 but if you return to the city, and tell Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O
king. As I have been your father’s servant in time past, so I will now be your
servant; then will you defeat for me the counsel of Ahithophel.’

35Don’t you have Zadok and Abiathar the priests there with you? There-
fore whatever you hear out of the king’s house, tell it to Zadok and Abiathar
the priests.

36Behold, theyhave therewith themtheir two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son,
and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son. Send to me everything that you shall hear by
them.”

37 So Hushai, David’s friend, came into the city; and Absalom came into
Jerusalem.

16
1 When David was a little past the top, behold, Ziba the servant of

Mephibosheth met him with a couple of donkeys saddled, and on them
two hundred loaves of bread, and one hundred clusters of raisins, and one
hundred summer fruits, and a container of wine.

2The king said to Ziba, “What do youmean by these?”
Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride on; and the

bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the wine, that those
who are faint in the wilderness may drink.”

3The king said, “Where is yourmaster’s son?”
Ziba said to theking, “Behold, he is staying in Jerusalem; forhe said, ‘Today

the house of Israel will restore me the kingdom of my father.’ ”
4 Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all that belongs to Mephibosheth is

yours.”
Ziba said, “I bow down. Let me find favor in your sight, my lord, O king.”
5WhenKing David came to Bahurim, behold, aman of the family of Saul’s

house came out, whose namewas Shimei, the son of Gera. He came out and
cursed as he came.

6He cast stones at David and at all the servants of King David, and all the
people and all the mighty menwere on his right hand and on his left.

7 Shimei said when he cursed, “Be gone, be gone, you man of blood, and
wicked fellow!

8 The LORD has returned on you all the blood of Saul’s house, in whose
place you have reigned! The LORD has delivered the kingdom into the hand
of Absalomyour son! Behold, you are caught by your ownmischief, because
you are aman of blood!”

9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead
dog curse my lord the king? Please let me go over and take off his head.”

10Theking said, “Whathave I todowithyou, you sonsof Zeruiah? Because
he curses, and because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then
shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”

11David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold,my son, who came
outofmybowels, seeksmy life. Howmuchmore thisBenjamite, now? Leave
him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD has invited him.
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12 It may be that the LORDwill look on thewrong done tome, and that the
LORDwill repayme good for the cursing of me today.”

13 So David and his men went by the way; and Shimei went along on the
hillside opposite him and cursed as hewent, threw stones at him, and threw
dust.

14 The king and all the people who were with him arrived weary; and he
refreshed himself there.

15Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and
Ahithophel with him.

16WhenHushai the Archite, David’s friend, had come to Absalom, Hushai
said to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the king!”

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your kindness to your friend? Why
didn’t you go with your friend?”

18Hushai said to Absalom, “No; but whomever the LORD and this people
and all the men of Israel have chosen, I will be his, and I will stay with him.

19Again,whomshould I serve? Shouldn’t I serve in thepresenceofhis son?
As I have served in your father’s presence, so I will be in your presence.”

20ThenAbsalom said toAhithophel, “Give your counselwhatwe shall do.”
21Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines that he

has left to keep the house. Then all Israel will hear that you are abhorred by
your father. Then the hands of all who are with you will be strong.”

22 So they spread a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom
went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.

23The counsel of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if aman
inquired at the inner sanctuary of God. All the counsel of Ahithophel was
like this both with David and with Absalom.

17
1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me now choose twelve

thousandmen, and I will arise and pursue after David tonight.
2 I will come on himwhile he is weary and exhausted, and will make him

afraid. All the people who are with himwill flee. I will strike the king only,
3and I will bring back all the people to you. Themanwhom you seek is as

if all returned. All the people shall be in peace.”
4The saying pleased Absalomwell, and all the elders of Israel.
5 Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let’s hear

likewise what he says.”
6 When Hushai had come to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying,

“Ahithophel has spoken like this. Shall we do what he says? If not, speak
up.”

7Hushai said toAbsalom, “The counsel that Ahithophel has given this time
is not good.”

8Hushai saidmoreover, “You know your father and hismen, that they are
mightymen, and theyarefierce in theirminds, likeabear robbedofher cubs
in the field. Your father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people.

9 Behold, he is now hidden in some pit, or in some other place. It will
happen, when some of them have fallen at the first, that whoever hears it
will say, ‘There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom!’
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10Even he who is valiant, whose heart is as the heart of a lion, will utterly
melt; for all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who
are with him are valiant men.

11But I counsel that all Israel be gathered together to you, from Dan even
to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multitude; and that you go to
battle in your own person.

12 So we will come on him in some place where he will be found, and we
will light on him as the dew falls on the ground, then we will not leave so
much as one of him and of all the menwho are with him.

13Moreover, if hehas gone into a city, then all Israelwill bring ropes to that
city, andwewill draw it into the river, until there isn’t one small stone found
there.”

14 Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai the
Archite isbetter than thecounsel ofAhithophel.” For theLORDhadordained
to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might
bring evil on Absalom.

15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, “Ahithophel
counseled Absalom and the elders of Israel that way; and I have counseled
this way.

16Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, saying, ‘Don’t lodge tonight
at the fords of the wilderness, but by all means pass over, lest the king be
swallowed up, and all the people who are with him.’ ”

17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying by En Rogel; and a female
servant used to go and report to them, and they went and told King David;
for they couldn’t risk being seen coming into the city.

18 But a boy saw them, and told Absalom. Then they both went away
quickly and came to the house of a man in Bahurim, who had a well in his
court; and they went down there.

19 The woman took and spread the covering over the well’s mouth, and
spread out crushed grain on it; and nothing was known.

20 Absalom’s servants came to the woman to the house; and they said,
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
The woman said to them, “They have gone over the brook of water.”
When they had sought and could not find them, they returned to

Jerusalem.
21After they had departed, they came up out of thewell andwent and told

King David; and they said to David, “Arise and pass quickly over the water;
for thus has Ahithophel counseled against you.”

22 Then David arose, and all the people who were with him, and they
passed over the Jordan. By the morning light there lacked not one of them
who had not gone over the Jordan.

23When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his
donkey, arose, and went home to his city, set his house in order, and hanged
himself; and he died, and was buried in the tomb of his father.

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. Absalom passed over the Jordan, he
and all the men of Israel with him.

25Absalom set Amasa over the army instead of Joab. Now Amasa was the
son of amanwhose namewas Ithra the Israelite, whowent in to Abigail the
daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah, Joab’s mother.

26 Israel and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.
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27WhenDavidhad come toMahanaim, Shobi the sonofNahashofRabbah
of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lodebar, and
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim,

28 brought beds, basins, earthen vessels, wheat, barley, meal, parched
grain, beans, lentils, roasted grain,

29honey, butter, sheep, andcheeseof theherd, forDavidand for thepeople
whowerewith him to eat; for they said, “The people are hungry, weary, and
thirsty in the wilderness.”

18
1 David counted the people who were with him, and set captains of

thousands and captains of hundreds over them.
2David sent the people out, a third part under thehandof Joab, and a third

part under the handofAbishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third
part under thehandof Ittai theGittite. Theking said to thepeople, “Iwill also
surely go out with youmyself.”

3But the people said, “You shall not go out, for ifweflee away, theywill not
care for us, neither if half of us die, will they care for us. But you are worth
ten thousand of us. Therefore now it is better that you are ready to help us
out of the city.”

4The king said to them, “I will do what seems best to you.”
The king stood beside the gate, and all the people went out by hundreds

and by thousands.
5The king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for

my sake with the youngman Absalom.” All the people heard when the king
commanded all the captains concerning Absalom.

6 So the people went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was in
the forest of Ephraim.

7The people of Israelwere struck there before David’s servants, and there
was a great slaughter there that day of twenty thousandmen.

8 For the battle was there spread over the surface of all the country, and
the forest devouredmore people that day than the sword devoured.

9Absalom happened tomeet David’s servants. Absalomwas riding on his
mule, and themulewent under the thick boughs of a great oak; andhis head
caught hold of the oak, and he was hanging between the sky and earth; and
themule that was under himwent on.

10 A certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, “Behold, I saw Absalom
hanging in an oak.”

11 Joab said to the man who told him, “Behold, you saw it, and why didn’t
you strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten pieces of
silver and a sash.”

12 The man said to Joab, “Though I should receive a thousand pieces of
silver inmy hand, I still wouldn’t stretch outmy hand against the king’s son;
for in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
‘Beware that no one touch the youngman Absalom.’

13Otherwise, if I had dealt falsely against his life (and there is no matter
hidden from the king), then you yourself would have set yourself against
me.”

14Then Joab said, “I’mnot going to wait like this with you.” He took three
darts in his handand thrust them throughAbsalom’s heartwhile hewas still
alive in themiddle of the oak.
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15Tenyoungmenwhobore Joab’s armor surroundedand struckAbsalom,
and killed him.

16 Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after
Israel; for Joab held the people back.

17They took Absalom and cast him into a great pit in the forest, and raised
over him a very great heap of stones. Then all Israel fled, each to his own
tent.

18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself the
pillarwhich is in theking’s valley, forhe said, “I haveno son tokeepmyname
in memory.” He called the pillar after his own name. It is called Absalom’s
monument, to this day.

19ThenAhimaaz the sonofZadok said, “Letmenowrunandcarry theking
news, how the LORD has avenged him of his enemies.”

20 Joab said to him, “You must not be the bearer of news today, but you
must carry news another day. But today you must carry no news, because
the king’s son is dead.”

21Then Joab said to theCushite, “Go, tell thekingwhat youhave seen!” The
Cushite bowed himself to Joab, and ran.

22 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said yet again to Joab, “But come what
may, please let me also run after the Cushite.”
Joab said, “Whydoyouwant to run,my son, since youwill haveno reward

for the news?”
23 “But comewhat may,” he said, “I will run.”
He said to him, “Run!” Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain, and

outran the Cushite.
24Now David was sitting between the two gates; and the watchman went

up to the roof of the gate to the wall, and lifted up his eyes and looked, and,
behold, a man running alone.

25The watchman shouted and told the king. The king said, “If he is alone,
there is news in his mouth.” He came closer and closer.

26The watchman saw another man running; and the watchman called to
the gatekeeper and said, “Behold, a man running alone!”
The king said, “He also brings news.”
27 The watchman said, “I think the running of the first one is like the

running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.”
The king said, “He is a goodman, and comes with good news.”
28 Ahimaaz called, and said to the king, “All is well.” He bowed himself

before the kingwithhis face to the earth, and said, “Blessed is the LORDyour
God, who has delivered up themenwho lifted up their hand againstmy lord
the king!”

29The king said, “Is it well with the youngman Absalom?”
Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the king’s servant, even me your

servant, I saw a great tumult, but I don’t knowwhat it was.”
30The king said, “Come and stand here.” He came and stood still.
31Behold, the Cushite came. The Cushite said, “Good news formy lord the

king, for the LORD has avenged you today of all those who rose up against
you.”

32The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the youngman Absalom?”
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who

rise up against you to do you harm, be as that youngman is.”
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33 The king was much moved, and went up to the room over the gate and
wept. As he went, he said, “My son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! I
wish I had died instead of you, Absalom, my son, my son!”

19
1 Joab was told, “Behold, the king weeps andmourns for Absalom.”
2The victory that daywas turned intomourning among all the people, for

the people heard it said that day, “The king grieves for his son.”
3 The people sneaked into the city that day, as people who are ashamed

steal away when they flee in battle.
4The king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, “My son

Absalom, Absalom, my son, my son!”
5 Joab came into the house to the king, and said, “Today you have shamed

the faces of all your servants who today have saved your life, and the lives
of your sons and of your daughters, and the lives of yourwives, and the lives
of your concubines;

6 in that you love thosewhohate you andhate thosewho love you. For you
have declared today that princes and servants are nothing to you. For today
I perceive that if Absalom had lived andwe had all died today, then it would
have pleased you well.

7 Now therefore arise, go out and speak to comfort your servants; for I
swearby theLORD, if youdon’t goout, not amanwill staywithyou thisnight.
That would be worse to you than all the evil that has happened to you from
your youth until now.”

8Then the king arose and sat in the gate. The peoplewere all told, “Behold,
theking is sitting in thegate.” All thepeople camebefore theking. NowIsrael
had fled everyman to his tent.

9 All the people were at strife throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying,
“The king deliveredus out of the handof our enemies, andhe savedus out of
thehandof thePhilistines; andnowhehasfledoutof the land fromAbsalom.

10Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore
why don’t you speak a word of bringing the king back?”

11King David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, “Speak to
the elders of Judah, saying, ‘Whyare you the last to bring the king back to his
house, since the speech of all Israel has come to the king, to return him to his
house?

12You are my brothers. You are my bone andmy flesh. Why then are you
the last to bring back the king?’

13 Say to Amasa, ‘Aren’t you my bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and
more also, if you aren’t captain of the army beforeme continually instead of
Joab.’ ”

14He bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even as one man, so that
they sent to the king, saying, “Return, you and all your servants.”

15 So the king returned, and came to the Jordan. Judah came to Gilgal, to
go to meet the king, to bring the king over the Jordan.

16Shimei the sonofGera, theBenjamite,whowasofBahurim, hurriedand
came downwith themen of Judah tomeet King David.

17Therewere a thousandmenof Benjaminwith him, and Ziba the servant
of Saul’s house, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him; and
they went through the Jordan in the presence of the king.
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18A ferry boat went to bring over the king’s household, and to do what he
thought good.
Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king when he had come over

the Jordan.
19 He said to the king, “Don’t let my lord impute iniquity to me, or

remember that which your servant did perversely the day that my lord the
king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his heart.

20 For your servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore behold, I have
come today as the first of all the house of Joseph to go down tomeet my lord
the king.”

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to
death for this, because he cursed the LORD’s anointed?”

22David said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you
should be adversaries to me today? Shall any man be put to death today in
Israel? For don’t I know that I am king over Israel today?”

23The king said to Shimei, “Youwill not die.” The king swore to him.
24Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king; and he had

neither groomed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes,
from the day the king departed until the day he came home in peace.

25When he had come to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him,
“Why didn’t you go withme, Mephibosheth?”

26 He answered, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived me. For your
servant said, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself, that I may ride on it and go
with the king,’ because your servant is lame.

27He has slandered your servant tomy lord the king, butmy lord the king
is as an angel of God. Therefore do what is good in your eyes.

28 For all my father’s house were but dead men before my lord the king;
yet you set your servant among thosewho ate at your own table. What right
therefore have I yet that I should appeal anymore to the king?”

29 The king said to him, “Why do you speak any more of your matters? I
say, you and Ziba divide the land.”

30Mephibosheth said to the king, “Yes, let him take all, becausemy lord the
king has come in peace to his own house.”

31Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim; and he went over the
Jordan with the king to conduct him over the Jordan.

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even eighty years old. He had
provided the kingwith sustenancewhile he stayed atMahanaim, for hewas
a very great man.

33 The king said to Barzillai, “Come over with me, and I will sustain you
withme in Jerusalem.”

34Barzillai said to the king, “Howmany are the days of the years ofmy life,
that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem?

35 I am eighty years old, today. Can I discern between good and bad? Can
your servant taste what I eat orwhat I drink? Can I hear the voice of singing
men and singing women any more? Why then should your servant be a
burden tomy lord the king?

36Your servant will just go over the Jordan with the king. Why should the
king repaymewith such a reward?

37Please let your servant turn back again, that Imay die inmy own city, by
the grave of my father and mymother. But behold, your servant Chimham;
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let him go overwithmy lord the king; and do to himwhat shall seem good to
you.”

38 The king answered, “Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do to
him that which shall seem good to you. Whatever you request of me, that I
will do for you.”

39All the people went over the Jordan, and the king went over. Then the
king kissed Barzillai and blessed him; and he returned to his own place.

40 So the king went over to Gilgal, and Chimham went over with him. All
the people of Judah brought the king over, and also half the people of Israel.

41Behold, all themen of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, “Why
have our brothers the men of Judah stolen you away, and brought the king
and his household, over the Jordan, and all David’s menwith him?”

42 All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because the king is
a close relative to us. Why then are you angry about this matter? Have we
eaten at all at the king’s cost? Or has he given us any gift?”

43 The men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, “We have ten
parts in the king, andwe have alsomore claim to David than you. Why then
did you despise us, that our advice should not be first had in bringing back
our king?” Thewords of themen of Judahwere fiercer than thewords of the
men of Israel.

20
1There happened to be there a wicked fellow, whose namewas Sheba the

son of Bichri, a Benjamite; and he blew the trumpet, and said, “We have no
portion inDavid, neither havewe inheritance in the son of Jesse. Everyman
to his tents, Israel!”

2 So all the men of Israel went up from following David, and followed
Sheba the son of Bichri; but the men of Judah joined with their king, from
the Jordan even to Jerusalem.

3David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women
his concubines,whomhehad left to keep thehouse, andput them in custody
and provided them with sustenance, but didn’t go in to them. So they were
shut up to the day of their death, living in widowhood.

4Then the king said to Amasa, “Call me the men of Judah together within
three days, and be here present.”

5 So Amasa went to call the men of Judah together, but he stayed longer
than the set time which had been appointed to him.

6David said toAbishai, “NowSheba the son of Bichriwill do usmore harm
thanAbsalomdid. Takeyour lord’s servants andpursueafterhim, lest he get
himself fortified cities, and escape out of our sight.”

7 Joab’s men went out after him with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and
all themightymen; and theywent out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son
of Bichri.

8When they were at the great stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came to
meet them. Joab was clothed in his apparel of war that he had put on, and
on it was a sash with a sword fastened on his waist in its sheath; and as he
went along it fell out.

9 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my brother?” Joab took Amasa
by the beard with his right hand to kiss him.

10 But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in Joab’s hand. So he
struck him with it in the body and shed out his bowels to the ground, and
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didn’t strike him again; and he died. Joab and Abishai his brother pursued
Sheba the son of Bichri.

11One of Joab’s young men stood by him, and said, “He who favors Joab,
and he who is for David, let him follow Joab!”

12Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the middle of the highway. When
the man saw that all the people stood still, he carried Amasa out of the
highway into the field, and cast a garment over him when he saw that
everyone who came by him stood still.

13When he was removed out of the highway, all the people went on after
Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.

14He went through all the tribes of Israel to Abel, to Beth Maacah, and all
the Berites. They were gathered together, and went also after him.

15They came and besieged him in Abel of BethMaacah, and they cast up a
mound against the city, and it stood against the rampart; and all the people
whowere with Joab battered the wall to throw it down.

16Then awise woman cried out of the city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab,
‘Come near here, that I may speak with you.’ ”

17He came near to her; and the woman said, “Are you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.”
Then she said to him, “Hear the words of your servant.”
He answered, “I’m listening.”
18Then she spoke, saying, “They used to say in old times, ‘They shall surely

ask counsel at Abel,’ and so they settled amatter.
19 I am among those who are peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to

destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why will you swallow up the LORD’s
inheritance?”

20 Joab answered, “Far be it, far be it fromme, that I should swallow up or
destroy.

21Thematter is not so. But aman of the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the
son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, even against
David. Just deliver him, and I will depart from the city.”
The woman said to Joab, “Behold, his head will be thrown to you over the

wall.”
22 Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. They cut off

the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. He blew the
trumpet, and theywere dispersed from the city, everyman to his tent. Then
Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

23Now Joab was over all the army of Israel, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada
was over the Cherethites and over the Pelethites,

24Adoram was over the men subject to forced labor, Jehoshaphat the son
of Ahilud was the recorder,

25 Sheva was scribe, Zadok and Abiathar were priests,
26and Ira the Jairite was chief minister to David.

21
1There was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year;

andDavid sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said, “It is for Saul, and for
his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

2Theking called theGibeonites and said to them (now theGibeoniteswere
not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites, and the
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children of Israel had sworn to them; and Saul sought to kill them in his zeal
for the children of Israel and Judah);

3 and David said to the Gibeonites, “What should I do for you? And with
what should Imake atonement, that youmaybless the LORD’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites said to him, “It is no matter of silver or gold between us
and Saul or his house; neither is it for us to put anyman to death in Israel.”
He said, “I will do for you whatever you say.”
5 They said to the king, “The man who consumed us and who plotted

againstus, thatweshouldbedestroyed fromremaining inanyof theborders
of Israel,

6 let sevenmen of his sons be delivered to us, andwewill hang them up to
the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the LORD.”
The king said, “I will give them.”
7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan the son of Saul,

because of the LORD’s oath that was between them, between David and
Jonathan the son of Saul.

8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom
she bore to Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Merab
the daughter of Saul, whom she bore to Adriel the son of Barzillai the
Meholathite.

9 He delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites; and they hanged
them on the mountain before the LORD, and all seven of them fell together.
They were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, at the
beginning of barley harvest.

10Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on
the rock, from thebeginning of harvest untilwater pouredon them from the
sky. She allowed neither the birds of the sky to rest on them by day, nor the
animals of the field by night.

11Davidwas toldwhat Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul,
had done.

12So David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his
son from the men of Jabesh Gilead, who had stolen them from the street
of Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hanged them in the day that the
Philistines killed Saul in Gilboa;

13 and he brought up from there the bones of Saul and the bones of
Jonathan his son. They also gathered the bones of those whowere hanged.

14 They buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of
Benjamin in Zela, in the tomb of Kish his father; and they performed all that
the king commanded. After that, God answered prayer for the land.

15ThePhilistines hadwar againwith Israel; andDavidwent down, andhis
servants with him, and fought against the Philistines. David grew faint;

16 and Ishbibenob, who was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose
spear was three hundred shekels of bronze in weight, he being armed with
a new sword, thought he would kill David.

17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped him, and struck the Philistine and
killed him. Then the men of David swore to him, saying, “Don’t go out with
us to battle anymore, so that you don’t quench the lamp of Israel.”

18After this, therewasagainwarwith thePhilistinesatGob. ThenSibbecai
the Hushathite killed Saph, whowas of the sons of the giant.
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19Therewas againwarwith the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan the son of
Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed Goliath the Gittite’s brother, the staff
of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

20 There was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature,
who had six fingers on every hand and six toes on every foot, twenty-four in
number, and he also was born to the giant.

21 When he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, David’s brother,
killed him.

22 These four were born to the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand of
David and by the hand of his servants.

22
1David spoke to the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD

delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul,
2and he said:

“The LORD is my rock,
my fortress,
andmy deliverer, evenmine;

3God is my rock in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salvation,
my high tower, andmy refuge.
My savior, you saveme from violence.

4 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;
So shall I be saved frommy enemies.

5For the waves of death surroundedme.
The floods of ungodliness mademe afraid.

6The cords of Sheol* were aroundme.
The snares of death caught me.

7 In my distress, I called on the LORD.
Yes, I called to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry came into his ears.

8Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations of heaven quaked andwere shaken,
because he was angry.

9 Smoke went up out of his nostrils.
Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

10He bowed the heavens also, and came down.
Thick darkness was under his feet.

11He rode on a cherub, and flew.
Yes, he was seen on the wings of the wind.

12Hemade darkness a shelter around himself,
gathering of waters, and thick clouds of the skies.

13At the brightness before him,
coals of fire were kindled.

14The LORD thundered from heaven.
TheMost High uttered his voice.

15He sent out arrows and scattered them,
* 22:6 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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lightning and confused them.
16Then the channels of the sea appeared.

The foundations of the world were laid bare by the LORD’s rebuke,
at the blast of the breath of his nostrils.

17He sent from on high and he tookme.
He drewme out of manywaters.

18He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hatedme, for they were toomighty for me.

19They came onme in the day of my calamity,
but the LORDwasmy support.

20He also brought me out into a large place.
He deliveredme, because he delighted inme.

21The LORD rewardedme according to my righteousness.
He rewardedme according to the cleanness of my hands.

22For I have kept the LORD’s ways,
and have not wickedly departed frommy God.

23For all his ordinances were before me.
As for his statutes, I didn’t depart from them.

24 I was also perfect toward him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

25Therefore the LORD has rewardedme according to my righteousness,
According to my cleanness in his eyesight.

26With themerciful you will show yourself merciful.
With the perfect man youwill show yourself perfect.
27With the pure you will show yourself pure.
With the crooked you will show yourself shrewd.

28Youwill save the afflicted people,
but your eyes are on the arrogant, that youmay bring them down.

29For you aremy lamp, LORD.
The LORDwill light upmy darkness.

30For by you, I run against a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

31As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tested.
He is a shield to all those who take refuge in him.

32For who is God, besides the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God?

33God is my strong fortress.
Hemakes myway perfect.

34Hemakes his feet like hinds’ feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

35He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

36You have also givenme the shield of your salvation.
Your gentleness has mademe great.

37You have enlargedmy steps under me.
My feet have not slipped.
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38 I have pursuedmy enemies and destroyed them.
I didn’t turn again until they were consumed.

39 I have consumed them,
and struck them through,
so that they can’t arise.
Yes, they have fallen undermy feet.

40For you have armedmewith strength for the battle.
You have subdued underme those who rose up against me.

41You have also mademy enemies turn their backs to me,
that I might cut off those who hate me.

42They looked, but there was no one to save;
even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer them.

43Then I beat them as small as the dust of the earth.
I crushed them as themire of the streets, and spread them abroad.

44You also have deliveredme from the strivings of my people.
You have kept me to be the head of the nations.
A people whom I have not knownwill serveme.

45The foreigners will submit themselves to me.
As soon as they hear of me, they will obeyme.

46The foreigners will fade away,
and will come trembling out of their close places.

47The LORD lives!
Blessed bemy rock!

Exalted be God, the rock of my salvation,
48 even the Godwho executes vengeance for me,
who brings down peoples under me,
49who brings me away frommy enemies.

Yes, you lift me up above those who rise up against me.
You deliver me from the violent man.

50Therefore I will give thanks to you, LORD, among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

51He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his anointed,
to David and to his offspring, forever more.”

23
1Now these are the last words of David.

David the son of Jesse says,
the manwhowas raised on high says,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2 “The LORD’s Spirit spoke byme.
His word was onmy tongue.

3The God of Israel said,
the Rock of Israel spoke to me,
‘Onewho rules over men righteously,
who rules in the fear of God,

4 shall be as the light of themorning when the sun rises,
a morning without clouds,
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when the tender grass springs out of the earth,
through clear shining after rain.’

5 Isn’t my house so with God?
Yet he has made withme an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure,
for it is all my salvation and all my desire.
Won’t he make it grow?

6But all the ungodly will be as thorns to be thrust away,
because they can’t be taken with the hand.

7 The man who touches them must be armed with iron and the staff of a
spear.

They will be utterly burned with fire in their place.”
8 These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb

Basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; he was called Adino the
Eznite, who killed eight hundred at one time.

9After him was Eleazar the son of Dodai the son of an Ahohite, one of the
three mighty men with David when they defied the Philistines who were
there gathered together to battle, and themen of Israel had gone away.

10He arose and struck the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his
hand froze to the sword; and the LORDworked a great victory that day; and
the people returned after him only to take plunder.

11After himwas Shammah the son of Agee a Hararite. The Philistines had
gathered together intoa troopwhere therewasaplotof groundfull of lentils;
and the people fled from the Philistines.

12 But he stood in the middle of the plot and defended it, and killed the
Philistines; and the LORDworked a great victory.

13 Three of the thirty chief men went down, and came to David in the
harvest time to the cave of Adullam; and the troop of the Philistines was
encamped in the valley of Rephaim.

14Davidwas then in the stronghold; and the garrisonof thePhilistineswas
then in Bethlehem.

15 David said longingly, “Oh that someone would give me water to drink
from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16 The three mighty men broke through the army of the Philistines, and
drewwater out of thewell of Bethlehem thatwas by the gate and took it and
brought it to David; but he would not drink of it, but poured it out to the
LORD.

17He said, “Be it far from me, LORD, that I should do this! Isn’t this the
bloodof themenwho risked their lives to go?” Thereforehewouldnot drink
it. The threemighty men did these things.

18Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the three.
He lifteduphis spearagainst threehundredandkilled them, andhadaname
among the three.

19Wasn’t he most honorable of the three? Therefore he was made their
captain. However he wasn’t included as one of the three.

20 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who
had done mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went
down and killed a lion in themiddle of a pit in a time of snow.
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21He killed a huge Egyptian, and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but
hewent down to himwith a staff and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s
hand, and killed himwith his own spear.

22Benaiah the son of Jehoiadadid these things, andhad anameamong the
threemighty men.

23Hewasmore honorable than the thirty, but he didn’t attain to the three.
David set him over his guard.

24Asahel thebrotherof Joabwasoneof the thirty: Elhanan the sonofDodo
of Bethlehem,

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite,
26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
27Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite,
28Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,
29Heleb the sonofBaanah theNetophathite, Ittai the sonofRibai ofGibeah

of the children of Benjamin,
30Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash.
31Abialbon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite,
32Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, Jonathan,
33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Ararite,
34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of theMaacathite, Eliam the son of

Ahithophel the Gilonite,
35Hezro the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite,
36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite,
37Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, armor bearers to Joab the

son of Zeruiah,
38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
39and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.

24
1 Again the LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he moved David

against them, saying, “Go, count Israel and Judah.”
2The king said to Joab the captain of the army,whowaswith him, “Nowgo

back and forth through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beersheba,
and count the people, that I may know the sum of the people.”

3 Joab said to the king, “Now may the LORD your God add to the people,
however many they may be, one hundred times; and may the eyes of my
lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king delight in this thing?”

4Notwithstanding, the king’s word prevailed against Joab and against the
captains of the army. Joab and the captains of the army went out from the
presence of the king to count the people of Israel.

5They passed over the Jordan and encamped in Aroer, on the right side of
the city that is in themiddle of the valley of Gad, and to Jazer;

6 then they came toGileadand to the landofTahtimHodshi; and they came
to Dan Jaan and around to Sidon,

7and came to the stronghold of Tyre, and to all the cities of theHivites and
of the Canaanites; and they went out to the south of Judah, at Beersheba.

8Sowhen they had gone back and forth through all the land, they came to
Jerusalem at the end of ninemonths and twenty days.

9 Joab gave up the sum of the counting of the people to the king; and there
were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men who drew the sword,
and themen of Judah were five hundred thousandmen.
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10 David’s heart struck him after he had counted the people. David said
to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in that which I have done. But now, the
LORD, put away, I beg you, the iniquity of your servant; for I have done very
foolishly.”

11 When David rose up in the morning, the LORD’s word came to the
prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying,

12“Goandspeak toDavid, ‘TheLORDsays, “I offeryou three things. Choose
one of them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”

13SoGad came toDavid, and told him, saying, “Shall seven years of famine
come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes
while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’pestilence in your land?
Now answer, and consider what answer I shall return to himwho sent me.”

14David said toGad, “I am indistress. Let us fall now into theLORD’s hand,
for his mercies are great. Let me not fall into man’s hand.”

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning even to the
appointed time; and seventy thousand men died of the people from Dan
even to Beersheba.

16When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it,
the LORD relented of the disaster, and said to the angel who destroyed the
people, “It is enough. Now withdraw your hand.” The LORD’s angel was by
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

17David spoke to the LORDwhen he saw the angel who struck the people,
and said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done perversely; but these
sheep,whathave theydone? Please let yourhandbeagainstme, andagainst
my father’s house.”

18Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, build an altar to the
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”

19Davidwent up according to the saying of Gad, as the LORD commanded.
20 Araunah looked out, and saw the king and his servants coming on

toward him. Then Araunah went out and bowed himself before the king
with his face to the ground.

21Araunah said, “Why hasmy lord the king come to his servant?”
David said, “Tobuy your threshing floor, to build an altar to the LORD, that

the plaguemay be stopped from afflicting the people.”
22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what

seems good to him. Behold, the cattle for the burnt offering, and the
threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood.

23All this, O king, doesAraunahgive to the king.” Araunah said to the king,
“May the LORD your God accept you.”

24The king said to Araunah, “No, but I will most certainly buy it from you
for a price. Iwill not offer burnt offerings to theLORDmyGodwhich costme
nothing.” SoDavid bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels*
of silver.

25David built an altar to the LORD there, and offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings. So the LORDwas entreated for the land, and the plaguewas
removed from Israel.

* 24:24 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels is about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1
pounds.
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The First Book of Kings
1Now King David was old and advanced in years; and they covered him

with clothes, but he couldn’t keep warm.
2Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young virgin be sought for my

lord the king. Let her stand before the king, and cherish him; and let her lie
in your bosom, that my lord the kingmay keep warm.”

3 So they sought for a beautiful young lady throughout all the borders of
Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

4 The young lady was very beautiful; and she cherished the king, and
served him; but the king didn’t know her intimately.

5ThenAdonijah the sonofHaggith exaltedhimself, saying, “Iwill be king.”
Then he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before
him.

6His father had not displeased him at any time in saying, “Why have you
done so?” and he was also a very handsome man; and he was born after
Absalom.

7He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest;
and they followed Adonijah and helped him.

8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet,
Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David, were not with
Adonijah.

9Adonijah killed sheep, cattle, and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which
is beside En Rogel; and he called all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the
men of Judah, the king’s servants;

10but hedidn’t call Nathan theprophet, andBenaiah, and themightymen,
and Solomon his brother.

11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying,
“Haven’t you heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith reigns, and David our
lord doesn’t know it?

12Now therefore come, please let me give you counsel, that youmay save
your own life and your son Solomon’s life.

13Go in to King David, and tell him, ‘Didn’t you, my lord the king, swear to
your servant, saying, “Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign afterme, and
he shall sit onmy throne”? Why then does Adonijah reign?’

14Behold,* while you are still talking there with the king, I will also come
in after you and confirm your words.”

15Bathsheba went in to the king in his room. The king was very old; and
Abishag the Shunammite was serving the king.

16Bathsheba bowed and showed respect to the king. The king said, “What
would you like?”

17 She said to him, “My lord, you swore by the LORD† your God‡ to your
servant, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit
onmy throne.’

18Now, behold, Adonijah reigns; and you, my lord the king, don’t know it.
* 1:14 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 1:17 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:17 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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19He has slain cattle and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and has called
all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the army;
but he hasn’t called Solomon your servant.

20 You, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, that you should
tell themwhowill sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.

21Otherwise it will happen, whenmy lord the king sleepswith his fathers,
that I andmy son Solomonwill be considered criminals.”

22 Behold, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet
came in.

23They told the king, saying, “Behold, Nathan the prophet!”
When he had come in before the king, he bowed himself before the king

with his face to the ground.
24Nathan said, “My lord, King, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after

me, and he shall sit onmy throne’?
25 For he has gone down today, and has slain cattle, fatlings, and sheep in

abundance, and has called all the king’s sons, the captains of the army, and
Abiathar the priest. Behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and
saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’

26Buthehasn’t calledme, evenmeyour servant, Zadok thepriest, Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon.

27Was this thing done bymy lord the king, and you haven’t shown to your
servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

28 Then King David answered, “Call Bathsheba in to me.” She came into
the king’s presence and stood before the king.

29Thekingvowedand said, “As theLORD lives,whohas redeemedmysoul
out of all adversity,

30most certainly as I swore to you by the LORD, the God of Israel, saying,
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my
throne inmy place;’ I will most certainly do this today.”

31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth and showed respect
to the king, and said, “Let my lord King David live forever!”

32King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” They came before the king.

33 The king said to them, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and
cause Solomon my son to ride on my own mule, and bring him down to
Gihon.

34Let Zadok the priest andNathan the prophet anoint him there king over
Israel. Blow the trumpet, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’

35Then come up after him, and he shall come and sit onmy throne; for he
shall be king in my place. I have appointed him to be prince over Israel and
over Judah.”

36Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said, “Amen. May
the LORD, the God of my lord the king, say so.

37 As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may he be with
Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David.”

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
and the Cherethites and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on
King David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.
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39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the Tent, and anointed
Solomon. They blew the trumpet; and all the people said, “Long live King
Solomon!”

40All the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and
rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth shook with their sound.

41 Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they had
finished eating. When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, “Why is
this noise of the city being in an uproar?”

42 While he yet spoke, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest
came; and Adonijah said, “Come in; for you are a worthy man, and bring
good news.”

43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “Most certainly our lord King David has
made Solomon king.

44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah the sonof Jehoiada, and theCherethites and thePelethites; and they
have caused him to ride on the king’s mule.

45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in
Gihon. They have come up from there rejoicing, so that the city rang again.
This is the noise that you have heard.

46Also, Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom.
47Moreover the king’s servants came to bless our lord King David, saying,

‘MayyourGodmake the nameof Solomonbetter than your name, andmake
his throne greater thanyour throne;’ and thekingbowedhimself on thebed.

48Also thus said the king, ‘Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who has
given one to sit onmy throne today, my eyes even seeing it.’ ”

49All the guests of Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and eachmanwent
his way.

50Adonijah was afraid because of Solomon; and he arose, and went, and
hung onto the horns of the altar.

51 Solomon was told, “Behold, Adonijah fears King Solomon; for, behold,
he is hanging onto the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to
me first that he will not kill his servant with the sword.’ ”

52Solomon said, “If he shows himself a worthyman, not a hair of his shall
fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.”

53 So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. He
came and bowed down to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, “Go to
your house.”

2
1Now the days of David camenear that he should die; and he commanded

Solomon his son, saying,
2 “I am going the way of all the earth. You be strong therefore, and show

yourself a man;
3 and keep the instruction of the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, to

keep his statutes, his commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies,
according to that which is written in the law ofMoses, that youmay prosper
in all that you do andwherever you turn yourself.

4 Then the LORD may establish his word which he spoke concerning me,
saying, ‘If your children are careful of their way, to walk before me in truth
with all their heart andwith all their soul, there shall not fail you,’ he said, ‘a
man on the throne of Israel.’
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5 “Moreover you know also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, even
what he did to the two captains of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of
Ner and to Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed, and shed the blood of
war in peace, and put the blood ofwar on his sash thatwas around hiswaist
and in his sandals that were on his feet.

6 Do therefore according to your wisdom, and don’t let his gray head go
down to Sheol* in peace.

7But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be
among those who eat at your table; for so they came tomewhen I fled from
Absalom your brother.

8 “Behold, there is with you Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite of
Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to
Mahanaim; but he came down tomeet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him
by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’

9Now therefore don’t hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man; and you
will know what you ought to do to him, and you shall bring his gray head
down to Sheol†with blood.”

10David slept with his fathers, and was buried in David’s city.
11 The days that David reigned over Israel were forty years; he reigned

seven years in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
12 Solomon sat on David his father’s throne; and his kingdom was firmly

established.
13 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of

Solomon. She said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably.
14He saidmoreover, I have something to tell you.”
She said, “Say on.”
15He said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set

their faces on me, that I should reign. However, the kingdom is turned
around, and has becomemy brother’s; for it was his from the LORD.

16Now I ask one petition of you. Don’t denyme.”
She said to him, “Say on.”
17He said, “Please speak to Solomon the king (for he will not tell you ‘no’),

that he give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.”
18Bathsheba said, “All right. I will speak for you to the king.”
19Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adoni-

jah. The king rose up to meet her and bowed himself to her, and sat down
onhis throne and caused a throne to be set for the king’smother; and she sat
on his right hand.

20Then she said, “I ask one small petition of you; don’t denyme.”
The king said to her, “Ask on, mymother, for I will not deny you.”
21 She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your

brother as wife.”
22 King Solomon answered his mother, “Why do you ask Abishag the

Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also, for he is my elder
brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of
Zeruiah.”

23 Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, “God do so to me, and
more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life.

* 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 2:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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24 Now therefore as the LORD lives, who has established me and set me
onmy father David’s throne, andwho hasmademe a house as he promised,
surely Adonijah shall be put to death today.”

25King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell on him, so
that he died.

26ToAbiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your ownfields,
for you are worthy of death. But I will not at this time put you to death,
because you bore the Lord‡ GOD’s ark before David my father, and because
you were afflicted in all in whichmy father was afflicted.”

27 So Solomon thrust Abiathar out from being priest to the LORD, that he
might fulfill the LORD’s word which he spoke concerning the house of Eli in
Shiloh.

28 This news came to Joab; for Joab had followed Adonijah, although he
didn’t followAbsalom. Joab fled to the LORD’s Tent, and held onto the horns
of the altar.

29King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to the LORD’s Tent; and behold,
he is by the altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying,
“Go, fall on him.”

30Benaiah came to the LORD’s Tent, and said to him, “The king says, ‘Come
out!’ ”
He said, “No; but I will die here.”
Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, “This is what Joab said, and

this is how he answeredme.”
31The king said to him, “Do as he has said, and fall on him, and bury him,

that youmay take away the blood, which Joab shed without cause, fromme
and frommy father’s house.

32The LORDwill return his blood on his own head, because he fell on two
menmore righteous andbetter thanhe, andkilled themwith the sword, and
my father David didn’t know it: Abner the son of Ner, captain of the army of
Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the army of Judah.

33 So their blood will return on the head of Joab and on the head of his
offspring§ forever. But for David, for his offspring, for his house, and for his
throne, there will be peace forever from the LORD.”

34 Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and fell on him, and killed
him; and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.

35The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over the army; and
the king put Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.

36 The king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a
house in Jerusalem, and live there, and don’t go anywhere else.

37 For on the day you go out and pass over the brook Kidron, know for
certain that you will surely die. Your blood will be on your own head.”

38 Shimei said to the king, “What you say is good. As my lord the king has
said, so will your servant do.” Shimei lived in Jerusalemmany days.

39At the end of three years, two of Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish, son
of Maacah, king of Gath. They told Shimei, saying, “Behold, your slaves are
in Gath.”

40Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, andwent to Gath to Achish to seek his
slaves; and Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath.

‡ 2:26 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 2:33 or, seed
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41Solomonwas told that Shimeihadgone from Jerusalem toGath, andhad
come again.

42 The king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Didn’t I adjure
you by the LORD and warn you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day
you go out and walk anywhere else, you shall surely die’? You said to me,
‘The saying that I have heard is good.’

43Why then have you not kept the oath of the LORD and the command-
ment that I have instructed you with?”

44 The king said moreover to Shimei, “You know in your heart all the
wickedness that you did to Davidmy father. Therefore the LORDwill return
your wickedness on your own head.

45ButKing Solomonwill beblessed, andDavid’s thronewill be established
before the LORD forever.”

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out,
and fell on him, so that he died. The kingdomwas established in the hand of
Solomon.

3
1 Solomonmade a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took

Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into David’s city until he had finished
building his own house, the LORD’s house, and the wall around Jerusalem.

2However, the people sacrificed in the high places, because there was not
yet a house built for the LORD’s name.

3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father,
except that he sacrificed and burned incense in the high places.

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high
place. Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.

5 In Gibeon, the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask for what I should give you.”

6 Solomon said, “You have shown to your servant David my father great
loving kindness, because he walked before you in truth, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heartwith you. Youhave kept for him this great loving
kindness, that you have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is today.

7Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king instead of David
my father. I am just a little child. I don’t know how to go out or come in.

8 Your servant is among your people which you have chosen, a great
people, that can’t be numbered or counted for multitude.

9 Give your servant therefore an understanding heart to judge your
people, that I may discern between good and evil; for who is able to judge
this great people of yours?”

10This request pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this thing, and have not

asked for yourself long life, nor have you asked for riches for yourself, nor
have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern justice,

12behold, I have done according to your word. Behold, I have given you a
wise and understanding heart, so that there has been no one like you before
you, and after you none will arise like you.
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13 I have also given you that which you have not asked, both riches and
honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you for all your
days.

14 If youwillwalk inmyways, tokeepmystatutes andmycommandments,
as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

15Solomonawoke; andbehold, itwas adream. Thenhe came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and offered up burnt
offerings, offered peace offerings, andmade a feast for all his servants.

16 Then two women who were prostitutes came to the king, and stood
before him.

17Theonewomansaid, “Oh,my lord, I and thiswomandwell in onehouse.
I delivered a child with her in the house.

18 The third day after I delivered, this woman delivered also. We were
together. There was no stranger with us in the house, just us two in the
house.

19This woman’s child died in the night, because she lay on it.
20 She arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me while your

servant slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child inmy bosom.
21When I rose in themorning to nursemy child, behold, he was dead; but

when I had looked at him in themorning, behold, it was not my sonwhom I
bore.”

22 The other woman said, “No! But the living one is my son, and the dead
one is your son.”
The first one said, “No! But the dead one is your son, and the living one is

my son.” They argued like this before the king.
23Then the king said, “One says, ‘This is my son who lives, and your son is

the dead one;’ and the other says, ‘No! But your son is the dead one, andmy
son is the living one.’ ”

24 The king said, “Get me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the
king.

25 The king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one,
and half to the other.”

26 Then the woman whose the living child was spoke to the king, for her
heart yearned over her son, and she said, “Oh, my lord, give her the living
child, and in no way kill him!”
But the other said, “He shall be neither mine nor yours. Divide him.”
27 Then the king answered, “Give the first woman the living child, and

definitely do not kill him. She is his mother.”
28 All Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they

feared the king, for they saw that thewisdomofGodwas in him to do justice.

4
1King Solomonwas king over all Israel.
2 These were the princes whom he had: Azariah the son of Zadok, the

priest;
3Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of

Ahilud, the recorder;
4Benaiah the sonof Jehoiadawasover thearmy; ZadokandAbiatharwere

priests;
5Azariah the son ofNathanwas over the officers; Zabud the son ofNathan

was chief minister, the king’s friend;
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6Ahisharwasover thehousehold; andAdoniram the sonofAbdawasover
themen subject to forced labor.

7 Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, who provided food for the
king and his household. Eachman had tomake provision for amonth in the
year.

8These are their names: Ben Hur, in the hill country of Ephraim;
9Ben Deker, in Makaz, in Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan;
10Ben Hesed, in Arubboth (Socoh and all the land of Hepher belonged to

him);
11 Ben Abinadab, in all the height of Dor (he had Taphath, Solomon’s

daughter, as wife);
12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth Shean

which is beside Zarethan, beneath Jezreel, from Beth Shean to Abel Meho-
lah, as far as beyond Jokmeam;

13 Ben Geber, in Ramoth Gilead (the towns of Jair the son of Manasseh,
which are in Gilead, belonged to him; and the region of Argob, which is in
Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and bronze bars, belonged to him);

14Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim;
15Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also took Basemath the daughter of Solomon

as wife);
16Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth;
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar;
18 Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin;
19Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the country of Sihon king of

the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and hewas the only officer whowas
in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were numerous as the sand which is by the sea in
multitude, eating and drinking andmakingmerry.

21 Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the
Philistines, and to the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served
Solomon all the days of his life.

22 Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty cors* of fine flour, sixty
measures of meal,

23 ten head of fat cattle, twenty head of cattle out of the pastures, and one
hundred sheep, in addition to deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl.

24Forhehaddominionover all on this side theRiver, fromTiphsaheven to
Gaza, over all the kings on this side the River; and he had peace on all sides
around him.

25 Judah and Israel lived safely, every man under his vine and under his
fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.

26Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve
thousand horsemen.

27Those officers provided food for King Solomon, and for all who came to
King Solomon’s table, everyman in his month. They let nothing be lacking.

28Theyalsobrought barley and straw for thehorses and swift steeds to the
place where the officers were, eachman according to his duty.

29 God gave Solomon abundant wisdom, understanding, and breadth of
mind like the sand that is on the seashore.

* 4:22 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels
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30 Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east
and all the wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men—wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman,
Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the nations all
around.

32He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered one thou-
sand five.

33He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop
that grows out of the wall; he also spoke of animals, of birds, of creeping
things, and of fish.

34 People of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, sent by all
kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.

5
1Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, for he had heard that

they had anointed him king in the place of his father, andHiramhad always
loved David.

2 Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,
3 “You know that David my father could not build a house for the name of

theLORDhisGodbecause of thewarswhichwere aroundhimonevery side,
until the LORD put his enemies under the soles of his feet.

4But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side. There is no
enemy and no evil occurrence.

5Behold, I intend to build a house for the name of the LORDmyGod, as the
LORD spoke to David my father, saying, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your
throne in your place shall build the house for my name.’

6Now therefore command that cedar trees be cut for me out of Lebanon.
My servants will be with your servants; and I will give you wages for your
servants according to all that you say. For you know that there is nobody
among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.”

7When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said,
“Blessed is the LORD today, who has given to David a wise son to rule over
this great people.”

8 Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message which you
have sent to me. I will do all your desire concerning timber of cedar, and
concerning cypress timber.

9My servants will bring them down from Lebanon to the sea. I will make
them into rafts to go by sea to the place that you specify tome, andwill cause
them to be broken up there, and youwill receive them. Youwill accomplish
my desire, in giving food for my household.”

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar timber and cypress timber according to
all his desire.

11 Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand cors* of wheat for food to his
household, and twenty cors† of pure oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year
by year.

12The LORD gave Solomonwisdom, as he promised him. Therewas peace
between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of themmade a treaty together.

* 5:11 20,000 cors would be about 120,000 bushels or about 4.2 megaliters of wheat, which would
weigh about 3,270metric tons. † 5:11 20 cors is about 1,100 gallons or about 4220 liters.
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13 King Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was thirty
thousandmen.

14He sent them toLebanon, ten thousandamonthby courses: for amonth
theywere inLebanon, and twomonths at home; andAdoniramwasover the
men subject to forced labor.

15Solomonhad seventy thousandwhobore burdens, and eighty thousand
whowere stone cutters in themountains,

16 besides Solomon’s chief officers who were over the work: three thou-
sand three hundred who ruled over the people who labored in the work.

17The king commanded, and they cut out large stones, costly stones, to lay
the foundation of the house with worked stone.

18 Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders and the Gebalites cut them,
and prepared the timber and the stones to build the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel had

come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over
Israel, in the month Ziv, which is the second month, he began to build the
LORD’s house.

2 The house which King Solomon built for the LORD had a length of sixty
cubits,* and its width twenty, and its height thirty cubits.

3 The porch in front of the temple of the house had a length of twenty
cubits, which was along the width of the house. Ten cubits was its width in
front of the house.

4Hemade windows of fixed lattice work for the house.
5Against thewall of the house, he built floors all around, against thewalls

of the house all around, both of the temple and of the inner sanctuary; and
hemade side rooms all around.

6The lowest floorwasfive cubitswide, and themiddlewas six cubitswide,
and the thirdwas seven cubitswide; for on theoutsidehemadeoffsets in the
wall of the house all around, that the beams should not be inserted into the
walls of the house.

7The house, when it was under construction, was built of stone prepared
at the quarry; and no hammer or ax or any tool of iron was heard in the
house while it was under construction.

8 The door for the middle side rooms was in the right side of the house.
They went up by winding stairs into the middle floor, and out of the middle
into the third.

9 So he built the house and finished it; and he covered the house with
beams and planks of cedar.

10He built the floors all along the house, each five cubits high; and they
rested on the house with timbers of cedar.

11The LORD’s word came to Solomon, saying,
12 “Concerning this house which you are building, if you will walk in my

statutes, and execute my ordinances, and keep all my commandments to
walk in them, then Iwill establishmywordwith you, which I spoke to David
your father.

13 I will dwell among the children of Israel, andwill not forsakemy people
Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the house and finished it.
* 6:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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15He built the walls of the house within with boards of cedar; from the
floor of the house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered them on the inside
with wood. He covered the floor of the house with cypress boards.

16Hebuilt twenty cubits of the back part of the housewith boards of cedar
from the floor to the ceiling. He built this within, for an inner sanctuary,
even for themost holy place.

17 In front of the temple sanctuary was forty cubits long.
18 There was cedar on the house within, carved with buds and open

flowers. All was cedar. No stone was visible.
19Heprepared an inner sanctuary in themiddle of the housewithin, to set

the ark of the LORD’s covenant there.
20 Within the inner sanctuary was twenty cubits in length, and twenty

cubits inwidth, and twenty cubits in its height. He overlaid itwith pure gold.
He covered the altar with cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold. He drew chains
of gold across before the inner sanctuary, and he overlaid it with gold.

22He overlaid the whole house with gold, until all the house was finished.
He also overlaid the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary with
gold.

23 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim† of olive wood, each ten
cubits high.

24Five cubitswas the length of onewing of the cherub, andfive cubitswas
the length of the other wing of the cherub. From the tip of one wing to the
tip of the other was ten cubits.

25 The other cherub was ten cubits. Both the cherubim were of one
measure and one form.

26One cherub was ten cubits high, and so was the other cherub.
27He set the cherubimwithin the inner house. Thewings of the cherubim

were stretched out, so that the wing of the one touched the onewall and the
wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings touched
one another in themiddle of the house.

28He overlaid the cherubimwith gold.
29 He carved all the walls of the house around with carved figures of

cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, inside and outside.
30He overlaid the floor of the house with gold, inside and outside.
31 For the entrance of the inner sanctuary, he made doors of olive wood.

The lintel and door posts were a fifth part of the wall.
32 So he made two doors of olive wood; and he carved on them carvings

of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and overlaid themwith gold. He
spread the gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

33He alsomade the entrance of the temple door posts of olivewood, out of
a fourth part of the wall,

34 and two doors of cypress wood. The two leaves of the one door were
folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding.

35 He carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers; and he overlaid
themwith gold fitted on the engraved work.

36He built the inner court with three courses of cut stone and a course of
cedar beams.
† 6:23 “Cherubim” is plural of “cherub”, an angelic being.
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37 The foundation of the LORD’s house was laid in the fourth year, in the
month Ziv.

38 In the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month,
the house was finished throughout all its parts and according to all its
specifications. So he spent seven years building it.

7
1 Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, and he finished all

his house.
2 For he built the House of the Forest of Lebanon. Its length was one

hundred cubits,* its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, on four
rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams on the pillars.

3 It was covered with cedar above over the forty-five beams that were on
the pillars, fifteen in a row.

4 There were beams in three rows, and window was facing window in
three ranks.

5All the doors and posts weremade square with beams; andwindowwas
facing window in three ranks.

6Hemade the hall of pillars. Its lengthwas fifty cubits and its width thirty
cubits, with a porch before them, and pillars and a threshold before them.

7Hemade the porch of the throne where he was to judge, even the porch
of judgment; and it was covered with cedar from floor to floor.

8His housewherehewas to dwell, the other courtwithin theporch,was of
the same construction. Hemade also ahouse for Pharaoh’s daughter (whom
Solomon had taken as wife), like this porch.

9All these were of costly stones, even of stone cut according to measure,
sawedwith saws, insideandoutside, even fromthe foundation to thecoping,
and so on the outside to the great court.

10 The foundation was of costly stones, even great stones, stones of ten
cubits and stones of eight cubits.

11 Above were costly stones, even cut stone, according to measure, and
cedar wood.

12 The great court around had three courses of cut stone with a course of
cedar beams, like the inner court of the LORD’s house and the porch of the
house.

13King Solomon sent and brought Hiram out of Tyre.
14 He was the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father

was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was filled with wisdom
and understanding and skill to work all works in bronze. He came to King
Solomon and performed all his work.

15For he fashioned the two pillars of bronze, eighteen cubits high apiece;
and a line of twelve cubits encircled either of them.

16He made two capitals of molten bronze to set on the tops of the pillars.
The height of the one capital was five cubits, and the height of the other
capital was five cubits.

17 There were nets of checker work and wreaths of chain work for the
capitals which were on the top of the pillars: seven for the one capital, and
seven for the other capital.
* 7:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates
around the one network, to cover the capitals that were on the top of the
pillars; and he did so for the other capital.

19 The capitals that were on the top of the pillars in the porch were of lily
work, four cubits.

20 There were capitals above also on the two pillars, close by the belly
which was beside the network. There were two hundred pomegranates in
rows around the other capital.

21He set up the pillars at the porch of the temple. He set up the right pillar
and called its name Jachin; and he set up the left pillar and called its name
Boaz.

22On the tops of the pillars was lily work. So the work of the pillars was
finished.

23He made the molten sea ten cubits from brim to brim, round in shape.
Its height was five cubits; and a line of thirty cubits encircled it.

24Under its brimaround therewere budswhich encircled it for ten cubits,
encircling the sea. The buds were in two rows, cast when it was cast.

25 It stood on twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three
looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three
looking toward the east; and the sea was set on them above, and all their
hindquarters were inward.

26 It was a hand width thick. Its brim was worked like the brim of a cup,
like the flower of a lily. It held two thousand baths.

27Hemade the tenbases of bronze. The length of onebasewas four cubits,
four cubits its width, and three cubits its height.

28 The work of the bases was like this: they had panels; and there were
panels between the ledges;

29 and on the panels that were between the ledges were lions, oxen, and
cherubim; and on the ledges there was a pedestal above; and beneath the
lions and oxen were wreaths of hanging work.

30Every base had four bronzewheels and axles of bronze; and its four feet
had supports. The supportswere cast beneath the basin,withwreaths at the
side of each.

31 Its opening within the capital and above was a cubit. Its opening was
round like the work of a pedestal, a cubit and a half; and also on its opening
were engravings, and their panels were square, not round.

32 The four wheels were underneath the panels; and the axles of the
wheels were in the base. The height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit.

33Theworkof thewheelswas like theworkof a chariotwheel. Their axles,
their rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all of cast metal.

34There were four supports at the four corners of each base. Its supports
were of the base itself.

35 In the top of the base there was a round band half a cubit high; and on
the top of the base its supports and its panels were the same.

36On the plates of its supports and on its panels, he engraved cherubim,
lions, and palm trees, each in its space, with wreaths all around.

37 He made the ten bases in this way: all of them had one casting, one
measure, and one form.
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38Hemade ten basins of bronze. One basin contained forty baths.† Every
basinmeasured four cubits. One basin was on every one of the ten bases.

39He set the bases, five on the right side of the house and five on the left
side of the house. He set the sea on the right side of the house eastward and
toward the south.

40 Hiram made the pots, the shovels, and the basins. So Hiram finished
doing all the work that he worked for King Solomon in the LORD’s house:

41 the two pillars; the two bowls of the capitals that were on the top of the
pillars; the two networks to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the top of the pillars;

42 the four hundred pomegranates for the two networks; two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowls of the capitals that
were on the pillars;

43 the ten bases; the ten basins on the bases;
44 the one sea; the twelve oxen under the sea;
45 the pots; the shovels; and the basins. All of these vessels, which Hiram

made for King Solomon in the LORD’s house, were of burnished bronze.
46Theking cast them in theplain of the Jordan, in the clay groundbetween

Succoth and Zarethan.
47 Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because there were so many of

them. The weight of the bronze could not be determined.
48Solomonmade all the vessels that were in the LORD’s house: the golden

altar and the table that the show bread was on, of gold;
49and the lamp stands, five on the right side and five on the left, in front of

the inner sanctuary, of pure gold; and the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs,
of gold;

50 the cups, the snuffers, the basins, the spoons, and the fire pans, of pure
gold; and the hinges, both for the doors of the inner house, the most holy
place, and for the doors of the house, of the temple, of gold.

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon did in the LORD’s house was fin-
ished. Solomonbrought in the thingswhichDavidhis fatherhaddedicated—
the silver, the gold, and the vessels—and put them in the treasuries of the
LORD’s house.

8
1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel with all the heads of the

tribes, the princes of the fathers’households of the children of Israel, to King
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s covenant out of
David’s city, which is Zion.

2All the men of Israel assembled themselves to King Solomon at the feast
in themonth Ethanim, which is the seventhmonth.

3All the elders of Israel came, and the priests picked up the ark.
4 They brought up the LORD’s ark, the Tent of Meeting, and all the holy

vessels that were in the Tent. The priests and the Levites brought these up.
5King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, whowere assembled to

him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle that could
not be counted or numbered for multitude.
† 7:38 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters, so 40 baths was about 224
gallons or 840 liters.
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6 The priests brought in the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place, into
the inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place, even under the
cherubim’s wings.

7 For the cherubim spread their wings out over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim covered the ark and its poles above.

8The poleswere so long that the ends of the poleswere seen from the holy
place before the inner sanctuary, but they were not seen outside. They are
there to this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets which Moses
put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of
Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

10 It came to pass, when the priests had come out of the holy place, that the
cloud filled the LORD’s house,

11 so that the priests could not stand tominister by reason of the cloud; for
the LORD’s glory filled the LORD’s house.

12Then Solomon said, “The LORDhas said that hewould dwell in the thick
darkness.

13 I have surely built you a house of habitation, a place for you to dwell in
forever.”

14 The king turned his face around and blessed all the assembly of Israel;
and all the assembly of Israel stood.

15 He said, “Blessed is the LORD, the God of Israel, who spoke with his
mouth to David your father, and has with his hand fulfilled it, saying,

16 ‘Since theday that I broughtmypeople Israel out of Egypt, I choseno city
out of all the tribes of Israel to build a house, that my name might be there;
but I chose David to be over my people Israel.’

17“Now itwas in theheart ofDavidmy father tobuild ahouse for thename
of the LORD, the God of Israel.

18But the LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to
build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart.

19Nevertheless, youshall notbuild thehouse; butyour sonwhoshall come
out of your body, he shall build the house for my name.’

20The LORD has established his word that he spoke; for I have risen up in
the place of David my father, and I sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD
promised, and have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of
Israel.

21 There I have set a place for the ark, in which is the LORD’s covenant,
which he made with our fathers when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt.”

22 Solomon stood before the LORD’s altar in the presence of all the assem-
bly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven;

23and he said, “LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven
above, or on earth beneath; who keeps covenant and loving kindness with
your servants whowalk before you with all their heart;

24 who has kept with your servant David my father that which you
promised him. Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have fulfilled it with
your hand, as it is today.

25 Now therefore, may LORD, the God of Israel, keep with your servant
Davidmy father that which you have promised him, saying, ‘There shall not
fail from you a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your
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children takeheed to theirway, towalkbeforemeasyouhavewalkedbefore
me.’

26 “Now therefore, God of Israel, please let your word be verified, which
you spoke to your servant Davidmy father.

27 But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the
heaven of heavens can’t contain you; how much less this house that I have
built!

28Yet have respect for the prayer of your servant and for his supplication,
LORDmyGod, to listen to the cry and to the prayerwhich your servant prays
before you today;

29 that your eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even
toward the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there;’ to listen
to the prayer which your servant prays toward this place.

30 Listen to the supplication of your servant, and of your people Israel,
when they pray toward this place. Yes, hear in heaven, your dwelling place;
and when you hear, forgive.

31 “If a man sins against his neighbor, and an oath is laid on him to cause
him to swear, and he comes and swears before your altar in this house,

32 then hear in heaven, and act, and judge your servants, condemning the
wicked, to bring his way on his own head, and justifying the righteous, to
give him according to his righteousness.

33 “When your people Israel are struck down before the enemy because
they have sinned against you, if they turn again to you and confess your
name, and pray andmake supplication to you in this house,

34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring
them again to the land which you gave to their fathers.

35 “When the sky is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned
against you, if they pray toward this place and confess your name, and turn
from their sin when you afflict them,

36 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, and of your
people Israel,whenyou teach them the goodway inwhich they shouldwalk;
and send rain on your land which you have given to your people for an
inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight,
mildew, locustor caterpillar; if their enemybesieges themin the landof their
cities, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is,

38whatever prayer and supplication is made by any man, or by all your
people Israel, who shall each know the plague of his own heart, and spread
out his hands toward this house,

39 then hear in heaven, your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give
to everyman according to all hisways, whose heart you know (for you, even
you only, know the hearts of all the children of men);

40 that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land which you
gave to our fathers.

41 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner, who is not of your people Israel,
when he comes out of a far country for your name’s sake

42 (for they shall hear of your great name and of your mighty hand and of
your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house,

43 hear in heaven, your dwelling place, and do according to all that the
foreigner calls to you for; that all the peoples of the earth may know your
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name, to fear you, as do your people Israel, and that theymay know that this
house which I have built is called by your name.

44 “If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way
you shall send them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city which you
have chosen, and toward the house which I have built for your name,

45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain
their cause.

46 If they sin against you (for there is no man who doesn’t sin), and you
are angrywith them and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them
away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near;

47 yet if they repent in the land where they are carried captive, and turn
again, and make supplication to you in the land of those who carried them
captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and have done perversely; we have dealt
wickedly,’

48 if they return toyouwithall theirheart andwithall their soul in the land
of their enemies who carried them captive, and pray to you toward their
land which you gave to their fathers, the city which you have chosen and
the house which I have built for your name,

49 then hear their prayer and their supplication in heaven, your dwelling
place, andmaintain their cause;

50 and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their
transgressions in which they have transgressed against you; and give them
compassion before those who carried them captive, that they may have
compassion on them

51 (for they are your people and your inheritance, which you brought out
of Egypt, from themiddle of the iron furnace);

52 that your eyes may be open to the supplication of your servant and to
the supplication of your people Israel, to listen to themwhenever they cry to
you.

53 For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be
your inheritance, as you spoke by Moses your servant, when you brought
our fathers out of Egypt, Lord GOD.”

54 It was so, that when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and
supplication to the LORD, he arose from before the LORD’s altar, from
kneeling on his knees with his hands spread out toward heaven.

55He stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying,
56 “Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel, according

toall thathepromised. Therehasnot failedonewordofall his goodpromise,
which he promised byMoses his servant.

57May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers. Let him
not leave us or forsake us,

58 that hemay incline ourhearts to him, towalk in all hisways, and to keep
his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances, which he commanded
our fathers.

59 Let these my words, with which I have made supplication before the
LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, that hemaymaintain the
cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, as every day requires;

60 that all the peoples of the earthmay know that the LORDhimself is God.
There is no one else.

61 “Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in
his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as it is today.”
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62The king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD.
63 Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered

to the LORD, twenty two thousand head of cattle and one hundred twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the
LORD’s house.

64The sameday thekingmade themiddle of the court holy thatwasbefore
the LORD’s house; for there he offered the burnt offering, themeal offering,
and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before
the LORD was too little to receive the burnt offering, the meal offering, and
the fat of the peace offerings.

65 So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great
assembly, from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt, before the
LORD our God, seven days and sevenmore days, even fourteen days.

66On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king,
and went to their tents joyful and glad in their hearts for all the goodness
that the LORD had shown to David his servant, and to Israel his people.

9
1When Solomon had finished the building of the LORD’s house, the king’s

house, and all Solomon’s desire which he was pleased to do,
2 The LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared to

him at Gibeon.
3The LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication

that you havemade beforeme. I havemade this house holy, which you have
built, to putmyname there forever; andmyeyes andmyheart shall be there
perpetually.

4 As for you, if you will walk before me as David your father walked,
in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have
commanded you, and will keepmy statutes andmy ordinances,

5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I
promised to David your father, saying, ‘There shall not fail from you a man
on the throne of Israel.’

6 But if you turn away from following me, you or your children, and not
keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but
go and serve other gods and worship them,

7 then I will cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and I
will cast this house, which I have made holy for my name, out of my sight;
and Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

8 Though this house is so high, yet everyone who passes by it will be
astonished and hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the LORD done this to this
land and to this house?’

9and theywill answer, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD their God, who
brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, and
worshiped them, and served them. Therefore the LORD has brought all this
evil on them.’ ”

10At the end of twenty years, in which Solomon had built the two houses,
the LORD’s house and the king’s house

11 (now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar trees
and cypress trees, and with gold, according to all his desire), King Solomon
gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.
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12Hiram came out of Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him;
and they didn’t please him.

13He said, “What cities are these which you have given me, my brother?”
He called them the land of Cabul* to this day.

14Hiram sent to the king one hundred twenty talents† of gold.
15This is the reason of the forced labor which King Solomon conscripted:

to build the LORD’s house, his own house, Millo, Jerusalem’s wall, Hazor,
Megiddo, and Gezer.

16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, taken Gezer, burned it with fire,
killed the Canaanites who lived in the city, and given it for a wedding gift to
his daughter, Solomon’s wife.

17 Solomon built in the land Gezer, Beth Horon the lower,
18Baalath, Tamar in the wilderness,
19 all the storage cities that Solomon had, the cities for his chariots, the

cities for his horsemen, and that which Solomon desired to build for his
pleasure in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

20 As for all the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of the children of
Israel—

21 their children who were left after them in the land, whom the children
of Israel were not able utterly to destroy—of them Solomon raised a levy of
bondservants to this day.

22 But of the children of Israel Solomon made no bondservants; but they
were themen ofwar, his servants, his princes, his captains, and rulers of his
chariots and of his horsemen.

23 These were the five hundred fifty chief officers who were over
Solomon’s work, who ruled over the people who labored in the work.

24But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of David’s city to her house which
Solomon had built for her. Then he built Millo.

25Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar which
he built to the LORD three times per year, burning incense with them on the
altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the house.

26King Solomonmadeafleet of ships inEzionGeber,which is besideEloth,
on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

27Hiram sent in the fleet his servants, sailors who had knowledge of the
sea, with the servants of Solomon.

28 They came to Ophir, and fetched from there gold, four hundred and
twenty talents,‡ and brought it to King Solomon.

10
1When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the

LORD’s name, she came to test himwith hard questions.
2 She came to Jerusalemwith a very great caravan, with camels that bore

spices, very much gold, and precious stones; and when she had come to
Solomon, she talked with him about all that was in her heart.

3Solomonansweredall herquestions. Therewasn’t anythinghidden from
the king which he didn’t tell her.
* 9:13 “Cabul” sounds like Hebrew for “good-for-nothing”. † 9:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms
or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 120 talents is about 3.6 metric tons ‡ 9:28 A talent is about 30
kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 420 talents is about 12.6 metric tons
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4When the queen of Sheba had seen all thewisdomof Solomon, the house
that he had built,

5 the food of his table, the sitting of his servants, the attendance of his
officials, their clothing, his cup bearers, and his ascent by which he went up
to the LORD’s house, there was nomore spirit in her.

6 She said to the king, “It was a true report that I heard in my own land of
your acts and of your wisdom.

7However, I didn’t believe thewords until I came andmy eyes had seen it.
Behold, not even half was told me! Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the
famewhich I heard.

8Happy are your men, happy are these your servants who stand continu-
ally before you, who hear your wisdom.

9 Blessed is the LORD your God, who delighted in you, to set you on the
throne of Israel. Because the LORD loved Israel forever, therefore he made
you king, to do justice and righteousness.”

10 She gave the king one hundred twenty talents of gold, and a very
great quantity of spices, and precious stones. Never again was there such
an abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave to King
Solomon.

11 The fleet of Hiram that brought gold from Ophir also brought in from
Ophir great quantities of almug trees* and precious stones.

12Thekingmadeof thealmug treespillars for theLORD’shouseand for the
king’s house, harps also and stringed instruments for the singers; no such
almug trees came or were seen to this day.

13King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she
asked, in addition to that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So
she turned andwent to her own land, she and her servants.

14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six
hundred sixty-six talents† of gold,

15 in addition to that which the traders brought, and the traffic of the
merchants, and of all the kings of the mixed people, and of the governors
of the country.

16King Solomonmade two hundred bucklers of beaten gold; six hundred
shekels‡ of gold went to one buckler.

17 He made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three minas§ of gold
went to one shield; and the king put them in the House of the Forest of
Lebanon.

18Moreover the kingmade a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the
finest gold.

19There were six steps to the throne, and the top of the throne was round
behind; and there were armrests on either side by the place of the seat, and
two lions standing beside the armrests.

20Twelve lions stood thereon theone sideandon theotheron the six steps.
Nothing like it was made in any kingdom.

* 10:11 possibly an Indian sandalwood, with nice grain and a pleasant scent, and good for
woodworking † 10:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666
talents is about 20metric tons ‡ 10:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600
shekels is about 6 kilograms or 13.2 pounds or 192 Troy ounces. § 10:17 Amina is about 600 grams
or 1.3 U. S. pounds.
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21All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of
the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. None were of silver,
because it was considered of little value in the days of Solomon.

22 For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with Hiram’s fleet.
Once every three years thefleet of Tarshish camebringing gold, silver, ivory,
apes, and peacocks.

23 So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and in
wisdom.

24All the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdomwhich
God had put in his heart.

25Year after year, every man brought his tribute, vessels of silver, vessels
of gold, clothing, armor, spices, horses, andmules.

26 Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen. He had one thou-
sand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen. He kept them
in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

27 The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem, and cedars as
common as the sycamore trees that are in the lowland.

28 The horses which Solomon had were brought out of Egypt. The king’s
merchants received them in droves, each drove at a price.

29 A chariot was imported from Egypt for six hundred shekels* of silver,
and a horse for one hundred fifty shekels; and so they exported them to all
the kings of the Hittites and to the kings of Syria.

11
1NowKing Solomon lovedmany foreignwomen, togetherwith thedaugh-

ter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians,
and Hittites,

2 of the nations concerning which the LORD said to the children of Israel,
“You shall not go among them, neither shall they comeamongyou, for surely
they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon joined to these in
love.

3Hehad sevenhundredwives, princesses, and threehundredconcubines.
His wives turned his heart away.

4WhenSolomonwasold, hiswives turnedawayhisheart after other gods;
and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as the heart of David
his father was.

5For Solomonwent afterAshtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, andafter
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

6 Solomon did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and didn’t go fully
after the LORD, as David his father did.

7Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab,
on the mountain that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination
of the children of Ammon.

8 So he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to
their gods.

9The LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned away
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,

10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go
after other gods; but he didn’t keep that which the LORD commanded.

* 10:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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11Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Because this is done by you, and
you have not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded
you, I will surely tear the kingdom fromyou, andwill give it to your servant.

12Nevertheless, I will not do it in your days, for David your father’s sake;
but I will tear it out of your son’s hand.

13However, I will not tear away all the kingdom; but Iwill give one tribe to
your son, for Davidmy servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sakewhich I have
chosen.”

14 The LORD raised up an adversary to Solomon: Hadad the Edomite. He
was one of the king’s offspring in Edom.

15ForwhenDavidwas inEdom, and Joab the captain of the armyhadgone
up to bury the slain, and had struck everymale in Edom

16 (for Joab and all Israel remained there six months, until he had cut off
everymale in Edom),

17Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father’s servants with him,
to go into Egypt, when Hadad was still a little child.

18 They arose out of Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with
them out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who
gave him a house, and appointed him food, and gave him land.

19Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him as
wife the sister of his ownwife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen.

20 The sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes
weaned in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath was in Pharaoh’s house among
the sons of Pharaoh.

21When Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and that
Joab the captain of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Let me
depart, that I may go to my own country.”

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you lacked with me, that
behold, you seek to go to your own country?”
He answered, “Nothing, however only let me depart.”
23 God raised up an adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had

fled from his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah.
24 He gathered men to himself, and became captain over a troop, when

David killed them of Zobah. They went to Damascus and lived there, and
reigned in Damascus.

25Hewas an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, in addition to the
mischief of Hadad. He abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria.

26 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of
Solomon,whosemother’snamewasZeruah, awidow, also lifteduphishand
against the king.

27Thiswas the reasonwhyhe lifted uphis hand against the king: Solomon
built Millo, and repaired the breach of his father David’s city.

28 The man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon saw the
youngman that hewas industrious, andhe put him in charge of all the labor
of the house of Joseph.

29At that time, when Jeroboamwent out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah
the Shilonite foundhimon theway. NowAhijahhad cladhimselfwith anew
garment; and the two of themwere alone in the field.

30 Ahijah took the new garment that was on him, and tore it in twelve
pieces.
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31He said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces; for the LORD, the God of Israel,
says, ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will
give ten tribes to you

32 (but he shall have one tribe, for my servant David’s sake and for
Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel),

33 because they have forsaken me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of
the children of Ammon. They have not walked inmyways, to do that which
is right inmy eyes, and to keepmy statutes andmy ordinances, as David his
father did.

34 “ ‘However, I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will
make him prince all the days of his life for David my servant’s sake whom I
chose, who kept my commandments andmy statutes,

35but I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand and will give it to you,
even ten tribes.

36 I will give one tribe to his son, that David my servant may have a lamp
always before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for myself to
put my name there.

37 Iwill takeyou, andyou shall reignaccording to all that your soul desires,
and shall be king over Israel.

38 It shall be, if you will listen to all that I command you, and will walk in
my ways, and do that which is right in my eyes, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as David my servant did, that I will be with you, and will
build you a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel to you.

39 I will afflict the offspring of David for this, but not forever.’ ”
40 Therefore Solomon sought to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam arose and

fled into Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death
of Solomon.

41Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom,
aren’t they written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

42 The time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty
years.

43Solomon sleptwith his fathers, andwas buried inhis fatherDavid’s city;
and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

12
1Rehoboamwent to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem tomake

him king.
2 When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was yet in Egypt,

where he had fled from the presence of King Solomon, and Jeroboam lived
in Egypt;

3 and they sent and called him), Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel
came, and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke difficult. Now therefore make the hard
service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, lighter, and
wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Depart for three days, then come back to me.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men who had stood before

Solomon his fatherwhile he yet lived, saying, “What counsel do you giveme
to answer these people?”
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7They replied, “If youwill be a servant to this people today, andwill serve
them, and answer them with good words, then they will be your servants
forever.”

8But he abandoned the counsel of the oldmenwhich they had given him,
and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him, who
stood before him.

9He said to them, “What counsel do you give, that we may answer these
people who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the yoke that your father put
on us lighter’?”

10 The young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Tell these
people who spoke to you, saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but
make it lighter to us’—tell them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s
waist.

11Nowmy father burdened you with a heavy yoke, but I will add to your
yoke. My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.’ ”

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the
king asked, saying, “Come tome again the third day.”

13 The king answered the people roughly, and abandoned the counsel of
the old menwhich they had given him,

14 and spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying,
“My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the people; for it was a thing brought about
from the LORD, that he might establish his word, which the LORD spoke by
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 When all Israel saw that the king didn’t listen to them, the people
answered the king, saying, “What portion have we in David? We don’t have
an inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel! Now see to your own
house, David.” So Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah,
Rehoboam reigned over them.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the men subject to
forced labor; and all Israel stoned him to deathwith stones. King Rehoboam
hurried to get himself up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel rebelled against David’s house to this day.
20When all Israel heard that Jeroboamhad returned, they sent and called

him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel. There was no
one who followed David’s house, except for the tribe of Judah only.

21 When Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house
of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand chosen
men who were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the
kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.

22But the word of God came to Shemaiah theman of God, saying,
23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the

house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying,
24 ‘The LORD says, “You shall not go up or fight against your brothers,

the children of Israel. Everyone return to his house; for this thing is from
me.” ’ ” So they listened to the LORD’s word, and returned and went their
way, according to the LORD’s word.
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25Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and lived
in it; and he went out from there and built Penuel.

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom will return to David’s
house.

27 If this people goesup tooffer sacrifices in theLORD’shouseat Jerusalem,
then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, even to Rehoboam
king of Judah; and theywill kill me, and return to Rehoboamking of Judah.”

28 So the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold; and he said to
them, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Look and behold your
gods, Israel, which brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

29He set the one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.
30 This thing became a sin, for the people went even as far as Dan to

worship before the one there.
31He made houses of high places, and made priests from among all the

people, who were not of the sons of Levi.
32 Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of

themonth, like the feast that is in Judah, andhewentup to thealtar. Hedid so
in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he hadmade, and he placed in Bethel
the priests of the high places that he hadmade.

33He went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth
day in the eighthmonth, even in themonthwhich he had devised of his own
heart; and he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and went up to the
altar to burn incense.

13
1 Behold, a man of God came out of Judah by the LORD’s word to Bethel;

and Jeroboamwas standing by the altar to burn incense.
2He cried against the altar by the LORD’s word, and said, “Altar! Altar!

The LORD says: ‘Behold, a sonwill be born to David’s house, Josiah by name.
On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on
you, and they will burnmen’s bones on you.’ ”

3He gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the signwhich the LORD has
spoken: Behold, the altar will be split apart, and the ashes that are on it will
be poured out.”

4When thekingheard the sayingof themanofGod,whichhe criedagainst
the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam put out his hand from the altar, saying, “Seize
him!” His hand, which he put out against him, dried up, so that he could not
draw it back again to himself.

5 The altar was also split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar,
according to the sign which theman of God had given by the LORD’s word.

6 The king answered the man of God, “Now intercede for the favor of the
LORD your God, and pray for me, that my handmay be restoredme again.”
The man of God interceded with the LORD, and the king’s hand was

restored to him again, and became as it was before.
7 The king said to the man of God, “Come home with me and refresh

yourself, and I will give you a reward.”
8Theman of God said to the king, “Even if you gaveme half of your house,

I would not go inwith you, neitherwould I eat bread nor drinkwater in this
place;
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9 for so was it commanded me by the LORD’s word, saying, ‘You shall eat
no bread, drink no water, and don’t return by the way that you came.’ ”

10 So he went another way, and didn’t return by the way that he came to
Bethel.

11Now an old prophet lived in Bethel, and one of his sons came and told
him all theworks that theman of God had done that day in Bethel. They also
told their father the words which he had spoken to the king.

12Their father said to them, “Whichwaydidhego?” Nowhis sonshad seen
which way theman of God went, who came from Judah.

13 He said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they saddled the
donkey for him; and he rode on it.

14He went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak. He
said to him, “Are you theman of God who came from Judah?”
He said, “I am.”
15Then he said to him, “Come homewithme and eat bread.”
16He said, “I may not return with you, nor go in with you. I will not eat

bread or drink water with you in this place.
17For itwas said tomeby theLORD’sword, ‘You shall eat nobreadordrink

water there, and don’t turn again to go by the way that you came.’ ”
18He said to him, “I also amaprophet as you are; and an angel spoke tome

by the LORD’s word, saying, ‘Bring him back with you into your house, that
hemay eat bread and drink water.’ ” He lied to him.

19 So he went back with him, ate bread in his house, and drank water.
20 As they sat at the table, the LORD’s word came to the prophet who

brought him back;
21 and he cried out to the man of God who came from Judah, saying, “The

LORD says, ‘Because you have been disobedient to the LORD’s word, and
have not kept the commandment which the LORD your God commanded
you,

22 but came back, and have eaten bread and drank water in the place of
which he said to you, “Eat no bread, and drink nowater,” your bodywill not
come to the tomb of your fathers.’ ”

23After he had eaten bread and after he drank, he saddled the donkey for
the prophet whom he had brought back.

24When he had gone, a lion met him by the way and killed him. His body
was thrown on the path, and the donkey stood by it. The lion also stood by
the body.

25 Behold, men passed by and saw the body thrown on the path, and the
lion standing by the body; and they came and told it in the citywhere the old
prophet lived.

26 When the prophet who brought him back from the way heard of it,
he said, “It is the man of God who was disobedient to the LORD’s word.
Therefore the LORD has delivered him to the lion, which has mauled him
and slain him, according to the LORD’s word which he spoke to him.”

27He said to his sons, saying, “Saddle the donkey forme,” and they saddled
it.

28He went and found his body thrown on the path, and the donkey and
the lion standing by the body. The lion had not eaten the body nor mauled
the donkey.

29 The prophet took up the body of the man of God, and laid it on the
donkey, andbrought it back. He came to the city of the oldprophet tomourn,
and to bury him.
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30He laid his body in his own grave; and they mourned over him, saying,
“Alas, my brother!”

31After he had buried him, he spoke to his sons, saying, “When I am dead,
buryme in the tomb inwhich themanofGod is buried. Laymybones beside
his bones.

32 For the saying which he cried by the LORD’s word against the altar in
Bethel, and against all the houses of the high placeswhich are in the cities of
Samaria, will surely happen.”

33After this thing, Jeroboamdidn’t turn fromhis evil way, but againmade
priests of the high places fromamong all the people. Whoeverwanted to, he
consecrated him, that there might be priests of the high places.

34This thing became sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off and to
destroy it from off the surface of the earth.

14
1At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick.
2 Jeroboam said to his wife, “Please get up and disguise yourself, so that

you won’t be recognized as Jeroboam’s wife. Go to Shiloh. Behold, Ahijah
the prophet is there, who said that I would be king over this people.

3Takewith you ten loaves of bread, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go
to him. He will tell you what will become of the child.”

4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and went to Shiloh, and came to
Ahijah’s house. Now Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were set by reason
of his age.

5 The LORD said to Ahijah, “Behold, Jeroboam’s wife is coming to inquire
of you concerning her son, for he is sick. Tell her such and such; for it will
be, when she comes in, that she will pretend to be another woman.”

6SowhenAhijah heard the sound of her feet as she came in at the door, he
said, “Come in, Jeroboam’s wife! Why do you pretend to be another? For I
am sent to you with heavy news.

7Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘The LORD, the God of Israel, says: “Because I exalted
you from among the people, andmade you prince over my people Israel,

8 and tore the kingdom away from David’s house, and gave it to you; and
yet you have not been as my servant David, who kept my commandments,
and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in
my eyes,

9 but have done evil above all who were before you, and have gone and
made for yourself other gods, molten images, to provoke me to anger, and
have cast me behind your back,

10 therefore, behold, I will bring evil on the house of Jeroboam, and will
cut off from Jeroboam everyone who urinates on a wall,* he who is shut up
and hewho is left at large in Israel, andwill utterly sweep away the house of
Jeroboam, as aman sweeps away dung until it is all gone.

11The dogs will eat he who belongs to Jeroboamwho dies in the city; and
the birds of the skywill eat hewho dies in the field, for the LORDhas spoken
it.” ’

12Arise therefore, andgo to yourhouse. Whenyour feet enter into the city,
the child will die.

* 14:10 or, male
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13All Israelwillmourn for him and bury him; for he only of Jeroboamwill
come to the grave, because inhim there is found somegood thing toward the
LORD, the God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam.

14Moreover the LORDwill raise up a king for himself over Israel whowill
cut off the house of Jeroboam. This is the day! What? Even now.

15 For the LORD will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and he
will root up Israel out of this good land which he gave to their fathers, and
will scatter them beyond the River,† because they have made their Asherah
poles, provoking the LORD to anger.

16 He will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, which he has
sinned, and with which he has made Israel to sin.”

17 Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed, and came to Tirzah. As she came
to the threshold of the house, the child died.

18 All Israel buried him and mourned for him, according to the LORD’s
word, which he spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet.

19 The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he fought and how he reigned,
behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

20The dayswhich Jeroboam reignedwere twenty two years; then he slept
with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his place.

21Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in
Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel,
to put his name there. His mother’s namewas Naamah the Ammonitess.

22 Judah did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and they provoked
him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, above all that their
fathers had done.

23 For they also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and
Asherah poles on every high hill and under every green tree.

24 There were also sodomites in the land. They did according to all the
abominations of the nations which the LORD drove out before the children
of Israel.

25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem;

26 and he took away the treasures of the LORD’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house. He even took away all of it, including all the gold shields
which Solomon hadmade.

27King Rehoboam made shields of bronze in their place, and committed
themto thehandsof thecaptainsof theguard,whokept thedoorof theking’s
house.

28 It was so, that as often as the kingwent into the LORD’s house, the guard
bore them, and brought them back into the guard room.

29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually.
31 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in

David’s city. His mother’s name was Naamah the Ammonitess. Abijam his
son reigned in his place.

† 14:15 That is, the Euphrates.
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15
1Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam

began to reign over Judah.
2He reigned three years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewasMaacah the

daughter of Abishalom.
3He walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him;

and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as the heart of David
his father.

4 Nevertheless for David’s sake, the LORD his God gave him a lamp in
Jerusalem, to set up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem;

5 because David did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, and didn’t
turn away from anything that he commanded him all the days of his life,
except only in thematter of Uriah the Hittite.

6Now therewaswar between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his
life.

7 The rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? There was war between
Abijam and Jeroboam.

8 Abijam slept with his fathers, and they buried him in David’s city; and
Asa his son reigned in his place.

9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa began to reign over
Judah.

10 He reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.

11Asa did that whichwas right in the LORD’s eyes, as David his father did.
12Heput away the sodomites out of the land, and removedall the idols that

his fathers hadmade.
13Healso removedMaacahhismother frombeingqueen, because shehad

made an abominable image for an Asherah. Asa cut down her image and
burned it at the brook Kidron.

14But the high places were not taken away. Nevertheless the heart of Asa
was perfect with the LORD all his days.

15He brought into the LORD’s house the things that his father had dedi-
cated, and the things that hehimself haddedicated: silver, gold, andutensils.

16There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.
17 Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he

might not allow anyone to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.
18Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that was left in the treasures of

the LORD’s house, and the treasures of the king’s house, anddelivered it into
the hand of his servants. Then King Asa sent them to Ben Hadad, the son of
Tabrimmon, the son ofHezion, king of Syria, who lived at Damascus, saying,

19 “Let there be a treaty betweenme and you, like that betweenmy father
and your father. Behold, I have sent to you a present of silver and gold. Go,
break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, that hemay depart fromme.”

20 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and sent the captains of his armies
against the cities of Israel, and struck Ijon, and Dan, and Abel Beth Maacah,
and all Chinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali.

21 When Baasha heard of it, he stopped building Ramah, and lived in
Tirzah.
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22ThenKingAsamade a proclamation to all Judah. No onewas exempted.
They carried away the stones of Ramah, and its timber, with which Baasha
had built; and King Asa used it to build Geba of Benjamin, andMizpah.

23Now the rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all that he did,
and the citieswhichhebuilt, aren’t theywritten in thebookof the chronicles
of thekingsof Judah? But in the timeofhisoldagehewasdiseased inhis feet.

24Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in his father
David’s city; and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place.

25Nadab the son of Jeroboambegan to reign over Israel in the second year
of Asa king of Judah; and he reigned over Israel two years.

26He did thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, andwalked in theway of
his father, and in his sin with which hemade Israel to sin.

27 Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against
him; andBaasha struckhimatGibbethon,whichbelonged to the Philistines;
for Nadab and all Israel were besieging Gibbethon.

28 Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha killed him and
reigned in his place.

29As soon as he was king, he struck all the house of Jeroboam. He didn’t
leave to Jeroboamanywho breathed, until he had destroyed him, according
to the sayingof theLORD,whichhe spokebyhis servantAhijah theShilonite;

30 for the sinsof Jeroboamwhichhe sinned, andwithwhichhemade Israel
to sin, becauseofhis provocationwithwhichheprovoked theLORD, theGod
of Israel, to anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, aren’t theywritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

32There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.
33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah began to

reign over all Israel in Tirzah for twenty-four years.
34He did thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, andwalked in theway of

Jeroboam, and in his sin with which hemade Israel to sin.

16
1The LORD’s word came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying,
2 “Because I exalted you out of the dust and made you prince over my

people Israel, and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam and have made
my people Israel to sin, to provokeme to anger with their sins,

3behold, I will utterly sweep away Baasha and his house; and I will make
your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

4 The dogs will eat Baasha’s descendants who die in the city; and he who
dies of his in the field, the birds of the sky will eat.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, andwhat he did, and hismight, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

6Baasha slept with his fathers, andwas buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son
reigned in his place.

7Moreover the LORD’s word came by the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani
against Baasha and against his house, both because of all the evil that he did
in the LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger with the work of his hands, in
being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he struck him.

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha
began to reign over Israel in Tirzah for two years.
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9 His servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, conspired against him.
Nowhewas in Tirzah, drinkinghimself drunk in thehouse ofArza,whowas
over the household in Tirzah;

10and Zimri went in and struck him and killed him in the twenty-seventh
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.

11When he began to reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, he attacked all
thehouseofBaasha. Hedidn’t leavehimasingleonewhourinatesonawall*
among his relatives or his friends.

12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of Baasha, according to the LORD’s
word which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet,

13 for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned
and with which they made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD, the God of
Israel, to anger with their vanities.

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, aren’t they written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven
days in Tirzah. Now the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which
belonged to the Philistines.

16 The people who were encamped heard that Zimri had conspired, and
had also killed the king. Therefore all Israel made Omri, the captain of the
army, king over Israel that day in the camp.

17 Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they
besieged Tirzah.

18When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the fortified part
of the king’s house and burned the king’s house over himwith fire, and died,

19 for his sins which he sinned in doing that which was evil in the LORD’s
sight, inwalking in theway of Jeroboam, and in his sinwhich he did tomake
Israel to sin.

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he committed,
aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

21Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts: half of the people
followed Tibni the son of Ginath, tomake him king, and half followed Omri.

22 But the people who followed Omri prevailed against the people who
followed Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, and Omri reigned.

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri began to reign over
Israel for twelve years. He reigned six years in Tirzah.

24He bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents† of silver; and he
built on thehill, and called thenameof the citywhichhebuilt, Samaria, after
the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill.

25 Omri did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and dealt wickedly
above all who were before him.

26Forhewalked in all thewayof Jeroboam the sonofNebat, and inhis sins
with which he made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to
anger with their vanities.

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might that he
showed, aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel?

28SoOmri sleptwith his fathers, andwas buried in Samaria; andAhab his
son reigned in his place.
* 16:11 or, male † 16:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri
began to reign over Israel. Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in
Samaria twenty-two years.

30Ahab the son of Omri did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight above
all that were before him.

31 As if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the
Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worshiped him.

32He raised up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in
Samaria.

33Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did more yet to provoke the LORD,
the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel whowere before him.

34 InhisdaysHiel theBethelitebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundationwith the
loss of Abiramhis firstborn, and set up its gates with the loss of his youngest
son Segub, according to the LORD’s word, which he spoke by Joshua the son
of Nun.

17
1 Elijah the Tishbite, who was one of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab,

“As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall not
be dew nor rain these years, but according to myword.”

2Then the LORD’s word came to him, saying,
3 “Go away from here, turn eastward, and hide yourself by the brook

Cherith, that is before the Jordan.
4 You shall drink from the brook. I have commanded the ravens to feed

you there.”
5 So he went and did according to the LORD’s word, for he went and lived

by the brook Cherith that is before the Jordan.
6The ravens brought him bread andmeat in the morning, and bread and

meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook.
7After a while, the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.
8The LORD’s word came to him, saying,
9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there. Behold,

I have commanded a widow there to sustain you.”
10So he arose andwent to Zarephath; andwhen he came to the gate of the

city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and said,
“Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may drink.”

11As she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.”

12 She said, “As the LORD your God lives, I don’t have anything baked, but
only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jar. Behold, I am gathering
two sticks, that I may go in and bake it for me and my son, that we may eat
it, and die.”

13Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go and do as you have said; butmake
mea little cake from it first, andbring it out tome, andafterwardmake some
for you and for your son.

14 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘The jar of meal will not run out,
and the jar of oil will not fail, until the day that the LORD sends rain on the
earth.’ ”

15 She went and did according to the saying of Elijah; and she, he, and her
household ate many days.
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16 The jar of meal didn’t run out and the jar of oil didn’t fail, according to
the LORD’s word, which he spoke by Elijah.

17 After these things, the son of the woman, the mistress of the house,
became sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left
in him.

18 She said to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, you man of God? You
have come tome to bringmy sin to memory, and to kill my son!”

19He said to her, “Give me your son.” He took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up into the roomwhere he stayed, and laid him on his own bed.

20He cried to the LORD and said, “LORD my God, have you also brought
evil on the widowwith whom I am staying, by killing her son?”

21He stretchedhimself on the child three times, and cried to the LORDand
said, “LORDmy God, please let this child’s soul come into him again.”

22 The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came
into him again, and he revived.

23 Elijah took the child and brought him down out of the room into the
house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, “Behold, your son
lives.”

24The woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and
that the LORD’s word in yourmouth is truth.”

18
1 After many days, the LORD’s word came to Elijah, in the third year,

saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab; and I will send rain on the earth.”
2Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. The famine was severe in Samaria.
3AhabcalledObadiah,whowasover thehousehold. (NowObadiah feared

the LORD greatly;
4 forwhen Jezebel cut off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah took one hundred

prophets, and hid them fifty to a cave, and fed themwith bread andwater.)
5Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land, to all the springs of water,

and to all the brooks. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and
mules alive, that we not lose all the animals.”

6So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it. Ahabwent
one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7As Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. He recognized him,
and fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?”

8He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here!’ ”
9He said, “Howhave I sinned, that youwoulddeliver your servant into the

hand of Ahab, to kill me?
10 As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my

lord has not sent to seek you. When they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took an
oath of the kingdom and nation that they didn’t find you.

11Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.” ’
12 Itwill happen, as soonas I leaveyou, that theLORD’s Spiritwill carryyou

I don’t knowwhere; and sowhen I comeand tell Ahab, andhe can’t find you,
he will kill me. But I, your servant, have feared the LORD frommy youth.

13 Wasn’t it told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the LORD’s
prophets, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets with fifty to
a cave, and fed themwith bread andwater?

14Nowyou say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here”.’ Hewill killme.”
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15 Elijah said, “As the LORD of Armies lives, before whom I stand, I will
surely showmyself to him today.”

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet
Elijah.

17When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of
Israel?”

18 He answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s
house, in that you have forsaken the LORD’s commandments and you have
followed the Baals.

19Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel to Mount Carmel, and
four hundred fifty of the prophets of Baal, and four hundred of the prophets
of the Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets
together to Mount Carmel.

21 Elijah came near to all the people, and said, “How long will you waver
between the two sides? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then
follow him.”
The people didn’t say a word.
22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left as a prophet of the

LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred fifty men.
23 Let them therefore give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for

themselves, and cut it inpieces, and lay it on thewood, andputnofireunder;
and I will dress the other bull, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under
it.

24You call on thenameof your god, and Iwill call on theLORD’s name. The
Godwho answers by fire, let him be God.”
All the people answered, “What you say is good.”
25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull for yourselves, and

dress it first, for you aremany; and call on the name of your god, but put no
fire under it.”

26They took the bullwhichwas given them, and they dressed it, and called
on the name of Baal frommorning even until noon, saying, “Baal, hear us!”
But there was no voice, and nobody answered. They leaped about the altar
which wasmade.

27Atnoon, Elijahmocked them, and said, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either
he is deep in thought, or he has gone somewhere, or he is on a journey, or
perhaps he sleeps andmust be awakened.”

28 They cried aloud, and cut themselves in their way with knives and
lances until the blood gushed out on them.

29When midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the evening
offering; but there was no voice, no answer, and nobody paid attention.

30Elijah said to all the people, “Comenear tome!”; and all the people came
near to him. He repaired the LORD’s altar that had been thrown down.

31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the
sons of Jacob, to whom the LORD’s word came, saying, “Israel shall be your
name.”

32With the stones he built an altar in the LORD’s name. Hemade a trench
around the altar large enough to contain two seahs* of seed.

* 18:32 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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33He put the wood in order, and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the
wood. He said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt offering
and on the wood.”

34He said, “Do it a second time;” and they did it the second time. He said,
“Do it a third time;” and they did it the third time.

35Thewater ran around the altar; and he also filled the trenchwithwater.
36 At the time of the evening offering, Elijah the prophet came near and

said, “LORD, theGodofAbraham, of Isaac, andof Israel, let it beknown today
that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant, and that I have done
all these things at your word.

37Hearme, LORD, hearme, that this peoplemay know that you, LORD, are
God, and that you have turned their heart back again.”

38 Then the LORD’s fire fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood,
the stones, and the dust; and it licked up the water that was in the trench.

39Whenall thepeople saw it, they fell on their faces. They said, “TheLORD,
he is God! The LORD, he is God!”

40 Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Don’t let one of them
escape!”
They seized them; andElijahbrought themdown to the brookKishon, and

killed them there.
41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Get up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of

abundance of rain.”
42SoAhabwent up to eat and to drink. Elijahwent up to the top of Carmel;

andhebowedhimselfdownon theearth, andputhis facebetweenhisknees.
43He said to his servant, “Go up now and look toward the sea.”
Hewent up and looked, then said, “There is nothing.”
He said, “Go again” seven times.
44On the seventh time, he said, “Behold, a small cloud, like a man’s hand,

is rising out of the sea.”
He said, “Go up, tell Ahab, ‘Get ready and go down, so that the rain doesn’t

stop you.’ ”
45 In a littlewhile, the sky grewblackwith clouds andwind, and therewas

a great rain. Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.
46The LORD’s handwas onElijah; andhe tucked his cloak into his belt and

ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

19
1Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the

prophets with the sword.
2Then Jezebel sent amessenger to Elijah, saying, “So let the gods do tome,

andmore also, if I don’tmakeyour life as the life of oneof themby tomorrow
about this time!”

3When he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and came to Beersheba,
which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and
sat down under a juniper tree. Then he requested for himself that he might
die, and said, “It is enough. Now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not
better thanmy fathers.”

5He laydownand slept under a juniper tree; andbehold, anangel touched
him, and said to him, “Arise and eat!”

6He looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on the coals,
and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again.
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7TheLORD’sangel cameagain the second time, and touchedhim, andsaid,
“Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.”

8He arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty
days and forty nights to Horeb, God’s Mountain.

9He came to a cave there, and camped there; andbehold, the LORD’sword
came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

10 He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of Armies;
for the children of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am left; and
they seekmy life, to take it away.”

11He said, “Go out and stand on themountain before the LORD.”
Behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the

mountains andbroke in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORDwas
not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake; but the LORDwas
not in the earthquake.

12 After the earthquake a fire passed; but the LORD was not in the fire.
After the fire, there was a still small voice.

13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, went out, and
stood in the entrance of the cave. Behold, a voice came to him, and said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?”

14 He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of Armies;
for the children of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am left; and
they seekmy life, to take it away.”

15 The LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus. When you arrive, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria.

16Anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi to be king over Israel; and anoint Elisha
the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah to be prophet in your place.

17He who escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and he who
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

18Yet I reserved seven thousand in Israel, all the knees of which have not
bowed to Baal, and everymouth which has not kissed him.”

19Sohedeparted from there and foundElisha the sonof Shaphat,whowas
plowingwith twelve yokeof oxenbeforehim, andhewith the twelfth. Elijah
went over to him and put his mantle on him.

20Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, “Letmeplease kissmy
father andmymother, and then I will follow you.”
He said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?”
21He returned from following him, and took the yoke of oxen, killed them,

and boiled their meat with the oxen’s equipment, and gave to the people;
and they ate. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and served him.

20
1 Ben Hadad the king of Syria gathered all his army together; and there

were thirty-two kings with him, with horses and chariots. He went up and
besieged Samaria, and fought against it.

2He sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to him,
“Ben Hadad says,

3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine. Your wives also and your children,
even the best, are mine.’ ”
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4 The king of Israel answered, “It is according to your saying, my lord, O
king. I am yours, and all that I have.”

5The messengers came again and said, “Ben Hadad says, ‘I sent indeed to
you, saying, “You shall deliver me your silver, your gold, your wives, and
your children;

6but Iwill sendmyservants toyou tomorrowabout this time, and theywill
search your house and the houses of your servants. Whatever is pleasant in
your eyes, they will put it in their hand, and take it away.” ’ ”

7Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and said, “Please
notice how this man seeks mischief; for he sent to me for my wives, and for
my children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I didn’t deny him.”

8 All the elders and all the people said to him, “Don’t listen, and don’t
consent.”

9Therefore he said to themessengers of BenHadad, “Tellmy lord the king,
‘All that you sent for to your servant at the first I will do, but this thing I
cannot do.’ ”
Themessengers departed and brought him back themessage.
10BenHadad sent to him, and said, “The gods do so tome, andmore also, if

the dust of Samariawill be enough forhandfuls for all the peoplewho follow
me.”

11 The king of Israel answered, “Tell him, ‘Don’t let him who puts on his
armor brag like he who takes it off.’ ”

12When Ben Hadad heard this message as he was drinking, he and the
kings in the pavilions, he said to his servants, “Prepare to attack!” So they
prepared to attack the city.

13Behold, a prophet camenear toAhab king of Israel, and said, “TheLORD
says, ‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will deliver it into
your hand today. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14Ahab said, “Bywhom?”
He said, “The LORD says, ‘By the young men of the princes of the

provinces.’ ”
Then he said, “Who shall begin the battle?”
He answered, “You.”
15 Then he mustered the young men of the princes of the provinces, and

they were two hundred and thirty-two. After them, he mustered all the
people, even all the children of Israel, being seven thousand.

16 They went out at noon. But Ben Hadad was drinking himself drunk in
the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty-two kings who helped him.

17 The young men of the princes of the provinces went out first; and
Ben Hadad sent out, and they told him, saying, “Men are coming out from
Samaria.”

18He said, “If theyhave comeout for peace, take themalive; or if theyhave
come out for war, take them alive.”

19 So these went out of the city, the young men of the princes of the
provinces, and the armywhich followed them.

20 They each killed his man. The Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them.
Ben Hadad the king of Syria escaped on a horse with horsemen.

21Thekingof Israelwent out and struck thehorses andchariots, andkilled
the Syrians with a great slaughter.
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22 The prophet came near to the king of Israel and said to him, “Go,
strengthenyourself, andplanwhat youmust do, for at the returnof the year,
the king of Syria will come up against you.”

23 The servants of the king of Syria said to him, “Their god is a god of the
hills; therefore they were stronger than we. But let’s fight against them in
the plain, and surely we will be stronger than they.

24Do this thing: take the kings away, every man out of his place, and put
captains in their place.

25Muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse and
chariot for chariot. We will fight against them in the plain, and surely we
will be stronger than they are.”
He listened to their voice and did so.
26At the return of the year, Ben Hadadmustered the Syrians and went up

to Aphek to fight against Israel.
27 The children of Israel were mustered and given provisions, and went

against them. The children of Israel encamped before them like two little
flocks of young goats, but the Syrians filled the country.

28Aman of God came near and spoke to the king of Israel, and said, “The
LORDsays, ‘Because theSyrianshave said, “TheLORD isagodof thehills, but
he is not a god of the valleys,” therefore I will deliver all this greatmultitude
into your hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”

29Theyencampedopposite eachother for sevendays. Thenon the seventh
day the battle was joined; and the children of Israel killed one hundred
thousand footmen of the Syrians in one day.

30But the rest fled toAphek, into the city; and thewall fell on twenty-seven
thousandmenwhowere left. BenHadad fled and came into the city, into an
inner room.

31His servants said to him, “See now, we have heard that the kings of the
house of Israel are merciful kings. Please let us put sackcloth on our bodies
and ropes on our heads, and go out to the king of Israel. Maybe he will save
your life.”

32So theyput sackclothon their bodies and ropes on their heads, and came
to the king of Israel, and said, “Your servant Ben Hadad says, ‘Please let me
live.’ ”
He said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.”
33Now the men observed diligently and hurried to take this phrase; and

they said, “Your brother Ben Hadad.”
Then he said, “Go, bring him.”
Then Ben Hadad came out to him; and he caused him to come up into the

chariot.
34 Ben Hadad said to him, “The cities which my father took from your

father I will restore. You shall make streets for yourself in Damascus, as my
father made in Samaria.”

“I”, said Ahab, “will let you gowith this covenant.” So hemade a covenant
with him and let him go.

35Acertainmanof the sons of theprophets said tohis fellowby theLORD’s
word, “Please strike me!”
Theman refused to strike him.
36 Then he said to him, “Because you have not obeyed the LORD’s voice,

behold, as soon as you have departed fromme, a lion will kill you.” As soon
as he had departed from him, a lion found him and killed him.
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37Then he found another man, and said, “Please strike me.”
Theman struck him andwounded him.
38 So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the way, and

disguised himself with his headband over his eyes.
39 As the king passed by, he cried to the king, and he said, “Your servant

went out into the middle of the battle; and behold, a man came over and
brought a man to me, and said, ‘Guard this man! If by any means he is
missing, then your life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent* of
silver.’

40As your servant was busy here and there, he was gone.”
The king of Israel said to him, “So shall your judgment be. You yourself

have decided it.”
41He hurried, and took the headband away from his eyes; and the king of

Israel recognized that he was one of the prophets.
42 He said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Because you have let go out of your

hand the man whom I had devoted to destruction, therefore your life will
take the place of his life, and your people take the place of his people.’ ”

43 The king of Israel went to his house sullen and angry, and came to
Samaria.

21
1 After these things, Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard which was in

Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.
2Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have

it for a garden of herbs, because it is nearmy house; and Iwill give you for it
a better vineyard than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its worth
inmoney.”

3 Naboth said to Ahab, “May the LORD forbid me, that I should give the
inheritance of my fathers to you!”

4Ahab came into his house sullen and angry because of the word which
Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him, for he had said, “I will not give you
the inheritance ofmy fathers.” He laid himself down on his bed, and turned
away his face, and would eat no bread.

5But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so
sad that you eat no bread?”

6He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him,
‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, I will give you
another vineyard for it.’ He answered, ‘I will not give youmy vineyard.’ ”

7 Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you now govern the kingdom of Israel?
Arise, andeatbread, and let yourheart bemerry. Iwill giveyou thevineyard
of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal, and
sent the letters to the elders and to the nobleswhowere in his city, who lived
with Naboth.

9 She wrote in the letters, saying, “Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high
among the people.

10 Set two men, wicked fellows, before him, and let them testify against
him, saying, ‘You cursed God and the king!’ Then carry him out, and stone
him to death.”
* 20:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds



1 Kings 21:11 484 1 Kings 22:1

11Themen of his city, even the elders and the nobles who lived in his city,
did as Jezebel had instructed them in the letters which she had written and
sent to them.

12They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people.
13 The two men, the wicked fellows, came in and sat before him. The

wicked fellows testified against him, even against Naboth, in the presence
of the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king!” Then they carried
him out of the city and stoned him to death with stones.

14Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”
15When Jezebel heard thatNabothhadbeen stoned andwas dead, Jezebel

said toAhab, “Arise, takepossessionof the vineyardofNaboth the Jezreelite,
which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.”

16When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab rose up to go down to
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

17The LORD’s word came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who dwells in Samaria.

Behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone down to take
possession of it.

19You shall speak tohim, saying, ‘TheLORDsays, “Haveyoukilled andalso
taken possession?” ’ You shall speak to him, saying, ‘The LORD says, “In the
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will lick your blood, even
yours.” ’ ”

20Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you foundme, my enemy?”
Heanswered, “I have found you, because youhave sold yourself to do that

which is evil in the LORD’s sight.
21 Behold, I will bring evil on you, and will utterly sweep you away and

will cut off from Ahab everyone who urinates against a wall,* and himwho
is shut up and himwho is left at large in Israel.

22 I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and
like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation with which
you have provokedme to anger, and havemade Israel to sin.”

23The LORD also spoke of Jezebel, saying, “The dogswill eat Jezebel by the
rampart of Jezreel.

24The dogswill eat hewho dies of Ahab in the city; and the birds of the sky
will eat he who dies in the field.”

25But there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to do that which was
evil in the LORD’s sight, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.

26 He did very abominably in following idols, according to all that the
Amorites did, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.

27When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his
body, fasted, lay in sackcloth, and went about despondently.

28The LORD’s word came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
29 “See how Ahab humbles himself before me? Because he humbles

himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days; but I will bring the
evil on his house in his son’s day.”

22
1They continued three years without war between Syria and Israel.

* 21:21 or, male
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2 In the third year, Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of
Israel.

3 The king of Israel said to his servants, “You know that Ramoth Gilead
is ours, and we do nothing, and don’t take it out of the hand of the king of
Syria?”

4He said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you gowithme tobattle to RamothGilead?”
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my people as your

people, my horses as your horses.”
5 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire first for the LORD’s

word.”
6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four

hundredmen, and said to them, “Should I goagainstRamothGilead tobattle,
or should I refrain?”
They said, “Go up; for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king.”
7 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a prophet of the LORD, that we

may inquire of him?”
8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by whom

wemay inquire of the LORD,Micaiah the son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he
does not prophesy good concerningme, but evil.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say so.”
9 Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, “Quickly get Micaiah

the son of Imlah.”
10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah were sitting

each on his throne, arrayed in their robes, in an open place at the entrance
of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were prophesying before them.

11 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made himself horns of iron, and said,
“The LORD says, ‘With these you will push the Syrians, until they are
consumed.’ ”

12 All the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and
prosper; for the LORDwill deliver it into the hand of the king.”

13Themessengerwhowent to callMicaiah spoke to him, saying, “See now,
the prophets declare good to the king with onemouth. Please let your word
be like the word of one of them, and speak good.”

14Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, what the LORD says to me, that I will
speak.”

15When he had come to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we
go to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?”
He answered him, “Go up and prosper; and the LORD will deliver it into

the hand of the king.”
16The king said to him, “Howmany times do I have to adjure you that you

speak to me nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”
17He said, “I saw all Israel scattered on themountains, as sheep that have

no shepherd. The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let them each return
to his house in peace.’ ”

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he would
not prophesy good concerningme, but evil?”

19Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the LORD’s word. I saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, and all the army of heaven standing by him on his right hand
and on his left.

20 The LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at
Ramoth Gilead?’ One said one thing, and another said another.
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21Aspirit cameout and stoodbefore theLORD, and said, ‘Iwill entice him.’
22The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
He said, ‘I will go out and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his

prophets.’
He said, ‘Youwill entice him, and will also prevail. Go out and do so.’
23Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of

all these your prophets; and the LORD has spoken evil concerning you.”
24Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near and struckMicaiah on

the cheek, and said, “Which way did the LORD’s Spirit go from me to speak
to you?”

25Micaiah said, “Behold, youwill seeon thatdaywhenyougo intoan inner
room to hide yourself.”

26The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the
governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son.

27 Say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with
bread of affliction andwith water of affliction, until I come in peace.” ’ ”

28Micaiah said, “If you return at all in peace, the LORD has not spoken by
me.” He said, “Listen, all you people!”

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to
Ramoth Gilead.

30The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguisemyself and go into
the battle, but you put on your robes.” The king of Israel disguised himself
and went into the battle.

31 Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty-two captains of his
chariots, saying, “Don’t fight with small nor great, except only with the king
of Israel.”

32When the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely
that is the king of Israel!” and they came over to fight against him.
Jehoshaphat cried out.

33When the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel,
they turned back from pursuing him.

34 A certain man drew his bow at random, and struck the king of Israel
between the jointsof thearmor. Thereforehe said to thedriverofhis chariot,
“Turn around, and carryme out of the battle, for I am severely wounded.”

35 The battle increased that day. The king was propped up in his chariot
facing the Syrians, and died at evening. The blood ran out of thewound into
the bottom of the chariot.

36Acrywent throughout thearmyabout thegoingdownof the sun, saying,
“Everyman to his city, and everyman to his country!”

37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king
in Samaria.

38They washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up
his bloodwhere the prostituteswashed themselves, according to the LORD’s
word which he spoke.

39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house
which he built, and all the cities that he built, aren’t theywritten in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

40So Ahab slept with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.
41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year

of Ahab king of Israel.
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42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Azubah the
daughter of Shilhi.

43He walked in all the way of Asa his father. He didn’t turn away from
it, doing that which was right in the LORD’s eyes. However, the high places
were not taken away. The people still sacrificed and burned incense on the
high places.

44 Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.
45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he showed,

and how he fought, aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Judah?

46 The remnant of the sodomites, that remained in the days of his father
Asa, he put away out of the land.

47There was no king in Edom. A deputy ruled.
48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they

didn’t go, for the ships wrecked at Ezion Geber.
49Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go

with your servants in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat would not.
50 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in

his father David’s city. Jehoram his son reigned in his place.
51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the

seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years
over Israel.

52He did thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, andwalked in theway of
his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, in which hemade Israel to sin.

53He served Baal andworshiped him, and provoked the LORD, the God of
Israel, to anger in all the ways that his father had done so.
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The Second Book of Kings
1Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab.
2 Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in his upper room that was in

Samaria, andwas sick. Sohe sentmessengers, and said to them, “Go, inquire
of Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I will recover of this sickness.”

3 But the LORD’s* angel said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet
the messengers of the king of Samaria, and tell them, ‘Is it because there is
no God† in Israel that you go to inquire of Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron?

4 Now therefore the LORD says, “You will not come down from the bed
where you have gone up, but you will surely die.” ’ ” Then Elijah departed.

5Themessengers returned to him, and he said to them, “Why is it that you
have returned?”

6They said to him, “Aman came up to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return
to the king who sent you, and tell him, “The LORD says, ‘Is it because there
is no God in Israel that you send to inquire of Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron?
Therefore you will not come down from the bed where you have gone up,
but you will surely die.’ ” ’ ”

7He said to them, “What kind ofmanwashewho cameup tomeet you and
told you these words?”

8 They answered him, “He was a hairy man, and wearing a leather belt
around his waist.”
He said, “It’s Elijah the Tishbite.”
9 Then the king sent a captain of fifty with his fifty to him. He went up to

him; and behold,‡ he was sitting on the top of the hill. He said to him, “Man
of God, the king has said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10Elijah answered to the captain of fifty, “If I amaman of God, then let fire
come down from the sky and consume you and your fifty!” Then fire came
down from the sky, and consumed him and his fifty.

11Again he sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. He answered
him, “Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come down quickly!’ ”

12 Elijah answered them, “If I am a man of God, then let fire come down
from the sky and consume you and your fifty!” Then God’s fire came down
from the sky, and consumed him and his fifty.

13Again he sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. The third captain
of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and begged
him, and said to him, “Manof God, please letmy life and the life of these fifty
of your servants be precious in your sight.

14Behold, firecamedownfromtheskyandconsumed the last twocaptains
of fifty with their fifties. But now let my life be precious in your sight.”

15 The LORD’s angel said to Elijah, “Go down with him. Don’t be afraid of
him.”
Then he arose and went downwith him to the king.

* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:3 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:9 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection.
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16He said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Because you have sent messengers to
inquire of Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is noGod in Israel
to inquire of his word? Therefore you will not come down from the bed
where you have gone up, but you will surely die.’ ”

17 So he died according to the LORD’s word which Elijah had spoken.
Jehoram began to reign in his place in the second year of Jehoram the son
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, because he had no son.

18Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

2
1When the LORDwas about to take Elijah up by awhirlwind into heaven,

Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.
2Elijah said to Elisha, “Pleasewait here, for the LORDhas sentme as far as

Bethel.”
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, Iwill not leave you.”

So they went down to Bethel.
3The sons of the prophets whowere at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said

to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over
you today?”
He said, “Yes, I know it. Hold your peace.”
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please wait here, for the LORD has sent me to

Jericho.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” So

they came to Jericho.
5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came near to Elisha, and

said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from
over you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know it. Hold your peace.”
6 Elijah said to him, “Please wait here, for the LORD has sent me to the

Jordan.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.”

Then they both went on.
7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them at a

distance; and they both stood by the Jordan.
8 Elijah took his mantle, and rolled it up, and struck the waters; and they

were divided here and there, so that they both went over on dry ground.
9When they had gone over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for

you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be onme.”
10He said, “You have asked a hard thing. If you see me when I am taken

from you, it will be so for you; but if not, it will not be so.”
11As they continued on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire and horses of

fire separated them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
12 Elisha saw it, and he cried, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel

and its horsemen!”
He saw him nomore. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them

in two pieces.
13He also took up Elijah’s mantle that fell from him, and went back and

stood by the bank of the Jordan.
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14He took Elijah’s mantle that fell from him, and struck the waters, and
said, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he also had struck the
waters, they were divided apart, and Elisha went over.

15When the sons of the prophetswhowere at Jericho facing him sawhim,
they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet him, and
bowed themselves to the ground before him.

16 They said to him, “See now, there are with your servants fifty strong
men. Please let them go and seek your master. Perhaps the LORD’s Spirit
has taken him up, and put him on somemountain or into some valley.”
He said, “Don’t send them.”
17When they urged him until he was ashamed, he said, “Send them.”
Therefore they sent fiftymen; and they searched for three days, but didn’t

find him.
18They came back to him while he stayed at Jericho; and he said to them,

“Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t go’?”
19 The men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, please, the situation of this

city is pleasant, asmy lord sees; but thewater is bad, and the land is barren.”
20He said, “Bring me a new jar, and put salt in it.” Then they brought it to

him.
21He went out to the spring of the waters, and threw salt into it, and said,

“The LORD says, ‘I have healed these waters. There shall not be from there
anymore death or barren wasteland.’ ”

22 So the waters were healed to this day, according to Elisha’s word which
he spoke.

23He went up from there to Bethel. As he was going up by the way, some
youths came out of the city and mocked him, and said to him, “Go up, you
baldy! Go up, you baldy!”

24He looked behind him and saw them, and cursed them in the LORD’s
name. Then two female bears came out of the woods andmauled forty-two
of those youths.

25 He went from there to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to
Samaria.

3
1Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in

the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years.
2He did that whichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, but not like his father and

like his mother, for he put away the pillar of Baal that his father hadmade.
3Nevertheless heheld to the sins of Jeroboam the sonofNebat,withwhich

hemade Israel to sin. He didn’t depart from them.
4NowMesha king of Moabwas a sheep breeder; and he supplied the king

of Israel with one hundred thousand lambs and the wool of one hundred
thousand rams.

5But when Ahab was dead, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of
Israel.

6King Jehoramwent out of Samaria at that time, andmustered all Israel.
7He went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, “The king of

Moab has rebelled against me. Will you gowithme against Moab to battle?”
He said, “Iwill go up. I amas you are,mypeople as your people,myhorses

as your horses.”
8Then he said, “Which way shall we go up?”
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Jehoram answered, “The way of the wilderness of Edom.”
9So thekingof Israelwentwith thekingof Judahand thekingofEdom, and

they marched for seven days along a circuitous route. There was no water
for the army or for the animals that followed them.

10The king of Israel said, “Alas! For the LORD has called these three kings
together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there a prophet of the LORD here, that we
may inquire of the LORD by him?”
One of the king of Israel’s servants answered, “Elisha the son of Shaphat,

who poured water on the hands of Elijah, is here.”
12 Jehoshaphat said, “The LORD’s word is with him.” So the king of Israel

and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edomwent down to him.
13Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to the

prophets of your father, and to the prophets of yourmother.”
The king of Israel said to him, “No, for the LORD has called these three

kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”
14 Elisha said, “As the LORD of Armies lives, before whom I stand, surely,

were it not that I respect the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I
would not look toward you, nor see you.

15But now bring me a musician.” When the musician played, the LORD’s
hand came on him.

16He said, “The LORD says, ‘Make this valley full of trenches.’
17 For the LORD says, ‘You will not see wind, neither will you see rain, yet

that valley will be filled with water, and you will drink, both you and your
livestock and your other animals.

18 This is an easy thing in the LORD’s sight. He will also deliver the
Moabites into your hand.

19 You shall strike every fortified city and every choice city, and shall fell
every good tree, and stop all springs of water, and mar every good piece of
land with stones.’ ”

20 In the morning, about the time of offering the sacrifice, behold, water
came by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water.

21Now when all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight
against them, they gathered themselves together, all who were able to put
on armor, young and old, and stood on the border.

22They rose up early in themorning, and the sun shone on the water, and
theMoabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood.

23They said, “This is blood. The kings are surely destroyed, and they have
struck each other. Now therefore, Moab, to the plunder!”

24When they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and struck
the Moabites, so that they fled before them; and they went forward into the
land attacking theMoabites.

25 They beat down the cities; and on every good piece of land each man
cast his stone, and filled it. They also stopped all the springs of water and
cut down all the good trees, until in Kir Hareseth all they left was its stones;
however themen armedwith slings went around it and attacked it.

26When the king of Moab saw that the battle was too severe for him, he
took with him seven hundred men who drew a sword, to break through to
the king of Edom; but they could not.
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27 Then he took his oldest son who would have reigned in his place, and
offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. There was great wrath against
Israel; and they departed from him, and returned to their own land.

4
1Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out

to Elisha, saying, “Your servant my husband is dead. You know that your
servant feared the LORD. Now the creditor has come to take for himself my
two children to be slaves.”

2Elisha said to her, “What should I do for you? Tell me, what do you have
in the house?”
She said, “Your servant has nothing in the house, except a pot of oil.”
3 Then he said, “Go, borrow empty containers from all your neighbors.

Don’t borrow just a few containers.
4 Go in and shut the door on you and on your sons, and pour oil into all

those containers; and set aside those which are full.”
5So shewent fromhim, and shut thedoor onherself andonher sons. They

brought the containers to her, and she poured oil.
6When the containers were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another

container.”
He said to her, “There isn’t another container.” Then the oil stopped

flowing.
7Then she came and told theman of God. He said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay

your debt; and you and your sons live on the rest.”
8One day Elisha went to Shunem, where there was a prominent woman;

and she persuaded him to eat bread. So it was, that as often as he passed by,
he turned in there to eat bread.

9 She said to her husband, “See now, I perceive that this is a holy man of
God who passes by us continually.

10Please, let’smake a little roomon the roof. Let’s set a bed, a table, a chair,
and a lamp stand for him there. When he comes to us, he can stay there.”

11One day he came there, and he went to the room and lay there.
12 He said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite.” When he had

called her, she stood before him.
13He said to him, “Say now to her, ‘Behold, you have cared for us with all

this care. What is to be done for you? Would you like to be spoken for to the
king, or to the captain of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I dwell amongmy own people.”
14He said, “What then is to be done for her?”
Gehazi answered, “Most certainly she has no son, andher husband is old.”
15He said, “Call her.” When he had called her, she stood in the door.
16He said, “At this season next year, you will embrace a son.”
She said, “No, my lord, youman of God, do not lie to your servant.”
17 The woman conceived, and bore a son at that season when the time

came around, as Elisha had said to her.
18 When the child was grown, one day he went out to his father to the

reapers.
19He said to his father, “My head! My head!”
He said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.”
20When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on her

knees until noon, and then died.
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21Shewent up and laid him on theman of God’s bed, and shut the door on
him, and went out.

22She called to her husband and said, “Please sendme one of the servants,
and one of the donkeys, that I may run to theman of God and come again.”

23He said, “Whywould you want to go to him today? It is not a newmoon
or a Sabbath.”
She said, “It’s all right.”
24 Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her servant, “Drive, and go

forward! Don’t slow down for me, unless I ask you to.”
25 So she went, and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel. When the

man of God saw her afar off, he said to Gehazi his servant, “Behold, there is
the Shunammite.

26 Please run now to meet her, and ask her, ‘Is it well with you? Is it well
with your husband? Is it well with your child?’ ”
She answered, “It is well.”
27When she came to theman of God to the hill, she caught hold of his feet.

Gehazi came near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, “Leave her
alone, for her soul is troubled within her; and the LORD has hidden it from
me, and has not told me.”

28 Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son, my lord? Didn’t I say, ‘Do not
deceive me’?”

29Then he said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in
your hand, and go your way. If you meet any man, don’t greet him; and if
anyone greets you, don’t answer him again. Then lay my staff on the child’s
face.”

30The child’smother said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will
not leave you.”
So he arose, and followed her.
31 Gehazi went ahead of them, and laid the staff on the child’s face; but

there was no voice and no hearing. Therefore he returned tomeet him, and
told him, “The child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha had come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and
lying on his bed.

33Hewent in therefore, and shut the door on themboth, and prayed to the
LORD.

34He went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, and
his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. He stretched himself on
him; and the child’s flesh grewwarm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house once back and forth, then
went up and stretched himself out on him. Then the child sneezed seven
times, and the child opened his eyes.

36He called Gehazi, and said, “Call this Shunammite!” So he called her.
When she had come in to him, he said, “Take up your son.”
37Then she went in, fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground; then

she picked up her son, and went out.
38Elisha cameagain toGilgal. Therewas a famine in the land; and the sons

of the prophets were sitting before him; and he said to his servant, “Get the
large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets.”

39One went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and
gathered a lap full ofwild gourds from it, and came and cut themup into the
pot of stew; for they didn’t recognize them.



2 Kings 4:40 494 2 Kings 5:12

40 So they poured out for the men to eat. As they were eating some of the
stew, they cried out and said, “Man of God, there is death in the pot!” And
they could not eat it.

41 But he said, “Then bring meal.” He threw it into the pot; and he said,
“Serve it to the people, that they may eat.” And there was nothing harmful
in the pot.

42 A man from Baal Shalishah came, and brought the man of God some
bread of the first fruits: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. Elisha said, “Give to the people, that theymay eat.”

43His servant said, “What, should I set this before a hundredmen?”
But he said, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for the LORD says,

‘They will eat, and will have some left over.’ ”
44 So he set it before them and they ate and had some left over, according

to the LORD’s word.

5
1Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man

with hismaster, and honorable, because by him the LORD had given victory
to Syria; he was also amighty man of valor, but he was a leper.

2The Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of
the land of Israel a little girl, and she waited on Naaman’s wife.

3She said to hermistress, “I wish that my lordwere with the prophet who
is in Samaria! Then he would heal him of his leprosy.”

4Someonewent in and told his lord, saying, “The girl who is from the land
of Israel said this.”

5 The king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of
Israel.”
He departed, and took with him ten talents* of silver, six thousand pieces

of gold, and ten changes of clothing.
6He brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “Now when this letter

has come to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you
may heal him of his leprosy.”

7When the king of Israel had read the letter, he tore his clothes and said,
“Am I God, to kill and tomake alive, that this man sends tome to heal aman
of his leprosy? But please consider and see how he seeks a quarrel against
me.”

8 It was so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your
clothes? Let him come now tome, and he shall know that there is a prophet
in Israel.”

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and stood at the
door of the house of Elisha.

10Elisha sentamessenger tohim, saying, “Goandwash in the Jordanseven
times, and your flesh shall come again to you, and you shall be clean.”

11ButNaamanwas angry, andwent away and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He
will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his
God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leper.’

12Aren’t Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and
went away in a rage.

* 5:5 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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13His servants came near and spoke to him, and said, “My father, if the
prophet hadaskedyoudo somegreat thing,wouldn’t youhavedone it? How
much rather then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”

14 Then went he down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like
the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

15He returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and
stood before him; and he said, “See now, I know that there is no God in all
the earth, but in Israel. Now therefore, please take a gift fromyour servant.”

16 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive
none.”
He urged him to take it; but he refused.
17Naaman said, “If not, then, please let twomules’ load of earthbe given to

your servant; for your servantwill fromnowon offer neither burnt offering
nor sacrifice to other gods, but to the LORD.

18 In this thingmay the LORD pardon your servant: whenmymaster goes
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and
I bow myself in the house of Rimmon. When I bow myself in the house of
Rimmon, may the LORD pardon your servant in this thing.”

19He said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he departed from him a little way.
20 But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, “Behold, my

master has spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at his hands
that which he brought. As the LORD lives, I will run after him, and take
something from him.”

21SoGehazi followedafterNaaman. WhenNaamansawonerunningafter
him, he came down from the chariot to meet him, and said, “Is all well?”

22He said, “All is well. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Behold, even now
two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill
country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent† of silver and two changes of
clothing.’ ”

23Naaman said, “Bepleased to take two talents.” Heurgedhim, andbound
two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of clothing, and laid them
on two of his servants; and they carried them before him.

24Whenhecame to thehill, he took themfromtheirhand, andstored them
in the house. Then he let themen go, and they departed.

25But he went in, and stood before his master. Elisha said to him, “Where
did you come from, Gehazi?”
He said, “Your servant went nowhere.”
26 He said to him, “Didn’t my heart go with you when the man turned

from his chariot to meet you? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive
garments, and olive groves and vineyards, and sheep and cattle, and male
servants and female servants?

27Therefore the leprosy ofNaamanwill cling to you and to your offspring‡
forever.”
Hewent out from his presence a leper, as white as snow.

† 5:22 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 5:27 or, seed
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6
1The sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See now, the placewherewe live

andmeet with you is too small for us.
2Please let us go to the Jordan, and eachman take a beam from there, and

let’s make us a place there, where wemay live.”
He answered, “Go!”
3One said, “Please be pleased to go with your servants.”
He answered, “I will go.”
4 So he went with them. When they came to the Jordan, they cut down

wood.
5But as one was cutting down a tree, the ax head fell into the water. Then

he cried out and said, “Alas, mymaster! For it was borrowed.”
6Theman of God asked, “Where did it fall?” He showed him the place. He

cut down a stick, threw it in there, andmade the iron float.
7He said, “Take it.” So he put out his hand and took it.
8Now the king of Syriawas atwar against Israel; and he took counselwith

his servants, saying, “My campwill be in such and such a place.”
9 The man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you not

pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.”
10 The king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and

warned him of; and he saved himself there, not once or twice.
11 The king of Syria’s heart was very troubled about this. He called his

servants, and said to them, “Won’t you show me which of us is for the king
of Israel?”

12One of his servants said, “No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your
bedroom.”

13He said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.”
Hewas told, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”
14 Therefore he sent horses, chariots, and a great army there. They came

by night and surrounded the city.
15 When the servant of the man of God had risen early and gone out,

behold, an army with horses and chariots was around the city. His servant
said to him, “Alas, mymaster! What shall we do?”

16He answered, “Don’t be afraid, for those who are with us aremore than
those who are with them.”

17 Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, please open his eyes, that he may
see.” the LORD opened the young man’s eyes, and he saw; and behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire around Elisha.

18 When they came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said,
“Please strike this people with blindness.”
He struck themwith blindness according to Elisha’s word.
19 Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, neither is this the city. Follow

me, and Iwill bringyou to themanwhomyou seek.” He led themtoSamaria.
20When theyhad come into Samaria, Elisha said, “LORD, open thesemen’s

eyes, that theymay see.”
The LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; and behold, they were in the

middle of Samaria.
21 The king of Israel said to Elisha, when he saw them, “My father, shall I

strike them? Shall I strike them?”
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22He answered, “You shall not strike them. Would you strike those whom
you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread and
water before them, that theymay eat and drink, then go to their master.”

23He prepared a great feast for them. After they ate and drank, he sent
them away and they went to their master. So the bands of Syria stopped
raiding the land of Israel.

24 After this, Benhadad king of Syria gathered all his army, and went up
and besieged Samaria.

25 There was a great famine in Samaria. Behold, they besieged it until a
donkey’s head was sold for eighty pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a
kab* of dove’s dung for five pieces of silver.

26As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried to him,
saying, “Help, my lord, O king!”

27He said, “If the LORD doesn’t help you, where could I get help for you?
From the threshing floor, or from the wine press?”

28Then the king asked her, “What is your problem?”
She answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat

him today, and wewill eat my son tomorrow.’
29Sowe boiledmy son and ate him; and I said to her on the next day, ‘Give

up your son, that wemay eat him;’ and she has hidden her son.”
30When the king heard the words of the woman, he tore his clothes. Now

he was passing by on the wall, and the people looked, and behold, he had
sackcloth underneath on his body.

31Then he said, “God do so to me, and more also, if the head of Elisha the
son of Shaphat stays on him today.”

32But Elishawas sitting in his house, and the elderswere sittingwith him.
Then theking sent aman frombeforehim; butbefore themessenger came to
him, he said to the elders, “Do you see how this son of amurderer has sent to
take awaymy head? Behold, when themessenger comes, shut the door, and
hold the door shut against him. Isn’t the sound of his master’s feet behind
him?”

33While hewas still talkingwith them, behold, themessenger came down
to him. Then he said, “Behold, this evil is from the LORD.Why should I wait
for the LORD any longer?”

7
1 Elisha said, “Hear the LORD’s word. The LORD says, ‘Tomorrow about

this time a seah* of fine flour will be sold for a shekel,† and two seahs of
barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.’ ”

2 Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of
God, and said, “Behold, if the LORD made windows in heaven, could this
thing be?”
He said, “Behold, you will see it with your eyes, but will not eat of it.”
3Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate. They said

to one another, “Why dowe sit here until we die?
4 If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and

we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and
* 6:25 A kab was about 2 liters, so a fourth of a kab would be about 500 milliliters or about a pint
* 7:1 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks † 7:1 A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces. In this context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much.
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let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live;
and if they kill us, we will only die.”

5They rose up in the twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. When they
had come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, no man
was there.

6 For the Lord‡ had made the army of the Syrians to hear the sound of
chariots and the sound of horses, even the noise of a great army; and they
said to one another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings
of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians to attack us.”

7 Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, their
horses, and their donkeys, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life.

8When these lepers came to the outermost part of the camp, they went
into one tent, and ate and drank, then carried away silver, gold, and clothing
andwent andhid it. Then they cameback, andentered into another tent and
carried things from there also, and went and hid them.

9 Then they said to one another, “We aren’t doing right. Today is a day
of good news, and we keep silent. If we wait until the morning light,
punishmentwill overtake us. Now therefore come, let’s go and tell the king’s
household.”

10So they came and called to the city gatekeepers; and they told them, “We
came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, not
even a man’s voice, but the horses tied, and the donkeys tied, and the tents
as they were.”

11 Then the gatekeepers called out and told it to the king’s household
within.

12Thekingarose in thenight, and said tohis servants, “Iwill nowshowyou
what the Syrians have done to us. They know thatwe are hungry. Therefore
theyhave gone out of the camp tohide themselves in thefield, saying, ‘When
they come out of the city, we shall take them alive, and get into the city.’ ”

13One of his servants answered, “Please let some people take five of the
horses that remain, which are left in the city. Behold, they are like all the
multitude of Israel who are left in it. Behold, they are like all the multitude
of Israel who are consumed. Let’s send and see.”

14 Therefore they took two chariots with horses; and the king sent them
out to the Syrian army, saying, “Go and see.”

15 They went after them to the Jordan; and behold, all the path was full
of garments and equipment which the Syrians had cast away in their haste.
Themessengers returned and told the king.

16The people went out and plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a seah§
of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and twomeasures of barley for a shekel,*
according to the LORD’s word.

17 The king had appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to be in
charge of the gate; and the people trampled over him in the gate, andhedied
as theman of God had said, who spoke when the king came down to him.

‡ 7:6 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 7:16 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8
pecks * 7:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this context, it was probably a
silver coin weighing that much.
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18 It happened as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, “Two
seahs† of barley for a shekel,‡ and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, shall be
tomorrow about this time in the gate of Samaria;”

19 and that captain answered the man of God, and said, “Now, behold, if
the LORD made windows in heaven, might such a thing be?” and he said,
“Behold, you will see it with your eyes, but will not eat of it.”

20 It happened like that to him, for the people trampled over him in the
gate, and he died.

8
1 Now Elisha had spoken to the woman whose son he had restored to

life, saying, “Arise, and go, you and your household, and stay for a while
wherever you can; for the LORD has called for a famine. It will also come
on the land for seven years.”

2Thewoman arose, and did according to theman of God’sword. Shewent
with her household, and lived in the land of the Philistines for seven years.

3 At the end of seven years, the woman returned from the land of the
Philistines. Then shewent out to beg the king for her house and for her land.

4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the man of God,
saying, “Please tell me all the great things that Elisha has done.”

5As hewas telling the king how he had restored to life himwhowas dead,
behold, thewomanwhose sonhehad restored to life begged the king for her
house and for her land. Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this is thewoman, and
this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.”

6When the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed to
her a certain officer, saying, “Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of
the field since the day that she left the land, even until now.”

7 Elisha came to Damascus; and Benhadad the king of Syria was sick. He
was told, “Theman of God has come here.”

8 The king said to Hazael, “Take a present in your hand, and go meet the
man of God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying, ‘Will I recover from
this sickness?’ ”

9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, even of every
good thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden, and came and stood before
him and said, “Your son Benhadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying,
‘Will I recover from this sickness?’ ”

10 Elisha said to him, “Go, tell him, ‘You will surely recover;’ however the
LORD has shownme that he will surely die.”

11He settled his gaze steadfastly on him, until he was ashamed. Then the
man of God wept.

12Hazael said, “Why do youweep, my lord?”
He answered, “Because I know the evil that you will do to the children of

Israel. You will set their strongholds on fire, and you will kill their young
menwith the sword, andwill dash their little ones in pieces, and rip up their
pregnant women.”

13Hazael said, “But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that he could
do this great thing?”
† 7:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 7:18 A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces. In this context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much.
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Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown me that you will be king over
Syria.”

14Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him,
“What did Elisha say to you?”
He answered, “He told me that you would surely recover.”
15On the next day, he took a thick cloth, dipped it in water, and spread it

on the king’s face, so that he died. Then Hazael reigned in his place.
16 In the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat

being king of Judah then, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah
began to reign.

17He was thirty-two years old when he began to reign. He reigned eight
years in Jerusalem.

18He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did Ahab’s house, for he
married Ahab’s daughter. He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.

19 However, the LORD would not destroy Judah, for David his servant’s
sake, as he promised him to give to him a lamp for his children always.

20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, and made a
king over themselves.

21 Then Joram crossed over to Zair, and all his chariots with him; and he
rose up by night and struck the Edomites who surrounded him with the
captains of the chariots; and the people fled to their tents.

22SoEdomrevolted fromunder thehandof Judah to this day. ThenLibnah
revolted at the same time.

23 The rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24 Joram slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in David’s
city; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah the
son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.

26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the daugh-
ter of Omri king of Israel.

27Hewalked in theway of Ahab’s house and did thatwhichwas evil in the
LORD’s sight, as didAhab’s house, for hewas the son-in-lawof Ahab’s house.

28Hewent with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria
at Ramoth Gilead, and the Syrians wounded Joram.

29 King Joram returned to be healed in Jezreel from the wounds which
the Syrians had given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king
of Syria. Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram
the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

9
1Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him,

“Put your belt on your waist, take this vial of oil in your hand, and go to
Ramoth Gilead.

2Whenyoucomethere, find Jehu thesonof Jehoshaphat the sonofNimshi,
and go in and make him rise up from among his brothers, and take him to
an inner room.

3Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, ‘The LORD says,
“I have anointed you king over Israel.” ’ Then open the door, flee, and don’t
wait.”
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4 So the youngman, the young prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead.
5When he came, behold, the captains of the army were sitting. Then he

said, “I have amessage for you, captain.”
Jehu said, “To which one of us?”
He said, “To you, O captain.”
6He arose, and went into the house. Then he poured the oil on his head,

and said to him, “The LORD, theGod of Israel, says, ‘I have anointed you king
over the people of the LORD, even over Israel.

7 You must strike your master Ahab’s house, that I may avenge the blood
of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD,
at the hand of Jezebel.

8For thewholehouseofAhabwill perish. Iwill cutoff fromAhabeveryone
who urinates against a wall,* both himwho is shut up and himwho is left at
large in Israel.

9 IwillmakeAhab’s house like thehouse of Jeroboam the sonofNebat, and
like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.

10The dogswill eat Jezebel on the plot of ground of Jezreel, and there shall
be no one to bury her.’ ” Then he opened the door and fled.

11When Jehu came out to the servants of his lord and one said to him, “Is
all well? Why did this madman come to you?”
He said to them, “You know theman and how he talks.”
12They said, “That is a lie. Tell us now.”
He said, “He said to me, ‘The LORD says, I have anointed you king over

Israel.’ ”
13 Then they hurried, and each man took his cloak, and put it under him

on the top of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is king.”
14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against

Joram. (Now Joramwas defending RamothGilead, he and all Israel, because
of Hazael king of Syria;

15butKing Joramhadreturned tobehealed in Jezreel of thewoundswhich
the Syrians had given him when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) Jehu
said, “If this is your thinking, then let no one escape and go out of the city to
go to tell it in Jezreel.”

16 So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram lay there.
Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to see Joram.

17Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied
the company of Jehu as he came, and said, “I see a company.”
Joram said, “Take a horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is

it peace?’ ”
18 So one went on horseback to meet him, and said, “the king says, ‘Is it

peace?’ ”
Jehu said, “What do you have to do with peace? Fall in behindme!”
The watchman said, “The messenger came to them, but he isn’t coming

back.”
19 Then he sent out a second on horseback, who came to them and said,

“The king says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu answered, “What do you have to do with peace? Fall in behindme!”
20 The watchman said, “He came to them, and isn’t coming back. The

driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.”
* 9:8 or, male
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21 Joram said, “Get ready!”
They got his chariot ready. Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king

of Judah went out, each in his chariot; and they went out to meet Jehu, and
found him on Naboth the Jezreelite’s land.

22When Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?”
He answered, “What peace, so long as the prostitution of your mother

Jezebel and her witchcraft abound?”
23 Joram turned his hands and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “This is treason,

Ahaziah!”
24 Jehu drew his bowwith his full strength, and struck Joram between his

arms; and the arrowwent out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot.
25Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick himup, and throwhim in the

plot of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember how, when you and I
rode together after Ahab his father, the LORD laid this burden on him:

26 ‘Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his
sons,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will repay you in this plot of ground,’ says the
LORD. Now therefore take and cast him onto the plot of ground, according
to the LORD’s word.”

27But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the
garden house. Jehu followed after him, and said, “Strike him also in the
chariot!” They struck him at the ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. He fled
to Megiddo, and died there.

28His servants carriedhim in a chariot to Jerusalem, andburiedhim inhis
tombwith his fathers in David’s city.

29 In the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign
over Judah.

30When Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her
eyes, and adorned her head, and looked out at the window.

31As Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, “Do you come in peace, Zimri,
youmurderer of yourmaster?”

32He lifteduphis face to thewindow, and said, “Who is onmy side? Who?”
Two or three eunuchs looked out at him.
33He said, “Throw her down!”
So they threwher down; and some of her bloodwas sprinkled on thewall,

and on the horses. Then he trampled her under foot.
34When he had come in, he ate and drank. Then he said, “See now to this

cursed woman, and bury her; for she is a king’s daughter.”
35Theywent to bury her, but they found nomore of her than the skull, the

feet, and the palms of her hands.
36Therefore they came back, and told him.
He said, “This is the LORD’sword, which he spoke by his servant Elijah the

Tishbite, saying, ‘The dogs will eat the flesh of Jezebel on the plot of Jezreel,
37 and the body of Jezebel will be as dung on the surface of the field on

Jezreel’s land, so that they won’t say, “This is Jezebel.” ’ ”
10

1NowAhabhad seventy sons in Samaria. Jehuwrote letters and sent them
toSamaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, even the elders, and to thosewhobrought
up Ahab’s sons, saying,

2 “Now as soon as this letter comes to you, since your master’s sons are
with you, and you have chariots and horses, a fortified city also, and armor,
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3 select the best and fittest of your master’s sons, set him on his father’s
throne, and fight for yourmaster’s house.”

4But theywere exceedingly afraid, and said, “Behold, the two kings didn’t
stand before him! How then shall we stand?”

5Hewhowas over the household, and hewhowas over the city, the elders
also, and those who raised the children, sent to Jehu, saying, “We are your
servants, and will do all that you ask us. We will not make any man king.
You do that which is good in your eyes.”

6Then hewrote a letter the second time to them, saying, “If you are onmy
side, and if you will listen to my voice, take the heads of the men who are
yourmaster’s sons, and come tome to Jezreel by tomorrow this time.”
Now the king’s sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of

the city, who brought them up.
7When the letter came to them, they took the king’s sons and killed them,

even seventy people, and put their heads in baskets, and sent them to him to
Jezreel.

8 A messenger came and told him, “They have brought the heads of the
king’s sons.”
He said, “Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until the

morning.”
9 In the morning, he went out and stood, and said to all the people, “You

are righteous. Behold, I conspired against my master and killed him, but
who killed all these?

10Know now that nothing will fall to the earth of the LORD’s word, which
theLORDspoke concerningAhab’shouse. For theLORDhasdone thatwhich
he spoke by his servant Elijah.”

11 So Jehu struck all that remained of Ahab’s house in Jezreel, with all
his great men, his familiar friends, and his priests, until he left him no one
remaining.

12He arose and departed, and went to Samaria. As he was at the shearing
house of the shepherds on the way,

13 Jehumetwith the brothers of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, “Whoare
you?”
They answered, “We are the brothers of Ahaziah. We are going down to

greet the children of the king and the children of the queen.”
14He said, “Take them alive!”
They took themalive, andkilled themat thepit of the shearinghouse, even

forty-twomen. He didn’t leave any of them.
15When he had departed from there, hemet Jehonadab the son of Rechab

coming to meet him. He greeted him, and said to him, “Is your heart right,
as my heart is with your heart?”
Jehonadab answered, “It is.”
“If it is, give me your hand.” He gave him his hand; and he took him up to

him into the chariot.
16He said, “Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD.” So they made

him ride in his chariot.
17 When he came to Samaria, he struck all who remained to Ahab in

Samaria, until he had destroyed them, according to the LORD’s word which
he spoke to Elijah.

18 Jehu gathered all the people together, and said to them, “Ahab served
Baal a little, but Jehu will serve himmuch.
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19Now therefore call to me all the prophets of Baal, all of his worshipers,
and all of his priests. Let no one be absent, for I have a great sacrifice to Baal.
Whoever is absent, he shall not live.” But Jehu did deceptively, intending to
destroy the worshipers of Baal.

20 Jehu said, “Sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal!”
So they proclaimed it.
21 Jehu sent through all Israel; and all theworshipers of Baal came, so that

there was not aman left that didn’t come. They came into the house of Baal;
and the house of Baal was filled from one end to another.

22 He said to him who kept the wardrobe, “Bring out robes for all the
worshipers of Baal!”
So he brought robes out to them.
23 Jehuwentwith Jehonadab thesonofRechab into thehouseofBaal. Then

he said to the worshipers of Baal, “Search, and see that none of the servants
of the LORD are here with you, but only the worshipers of Baal.”

24 So they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had
appointed for himself eightymenoutside, and said, “If anyof themenwhom
Ibring into yourhands escape, hewho lets himgo, his life shall be for the life
of him.”

25As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the
guard and to the captains, “Go in and kill them! Let no one escape.” So they
struck them with the edge of the sword. The guard and the captains threw
the bodies out, and went to the inner shrine of the house of Baal.

26They brought out the pillars that were in the house of Baal and burned
them.

27 They broke down the pillar of Baal, and broke down the house of Baal,
andmade it a latrine, to this day.

28Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.
29However, Jehu didn’t depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,

with which hemade Israel to sin—the golden calves that were in Bethel and
that were in Dan.

30 The LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in executing that
which is right in my eyes, and have done to Ahab’s house according to all
thatwas inmyheart, your descendants shall sit on the throne of Israel to the
fourth generation.”

31But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD, the God of Israel,
with all his heart. He didn’t depart from the sins of Jeroboam,withwhich he
made Israel to sin.

32 In those days the LORD began to cut away parts of Israel; and Hazael
struck them in all the borders of Israel

33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the
Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the valley of the
Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his might,
aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

35 Jehu slept with his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria. Jehoahaz
his son reigned in his place.

36 The time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight
years.
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11
1Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead,

she arose and destroyed all the royal offspring.
2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash

thesonofAhaziah, andstolehimaway fromamong theking’s sonswhowere
slain, even him and his nurse, and put them in the bedroom; and they hid
him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain.

3 He was with her hidden in the LORD’s house six years while Athaliah
reigned over the land.

4 In the seventhyear Jehoiada sentand fetched thecaptainsoverhundreds
of the Carites and of the guard, and brought them to him into the LORD’s
house; and hemade a covenant with them, andmade a covenant with them
in the LORD’s house, and showed them the king’s son.

5He commanded them, saying, “This is what you must do: a third of you,
who come in on the Sabbath, shall be keepers of the watch of the king’s
house;

6a third of you shall be at the gate Sur; anda third of youat the gate behind
the guard. So you shall keep the watch of the house, and be a barrier.

7The two companies of you, even allwho go out on the Sabbath, shall keep
the watch of the LORD’s house around the king.

8 You shall surround the king, every man with his weapons in his hand;
and he who comes within the ranks, let him be slain. Be with the king when
he goes out, and when he comes in.”

9The captains over hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the priest
commanded; and they each took his men, those whowere to come in on the
Sabbathwith thosewhowere to go out on the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada
the priest.

10 The priest delivered to the captains over hundreds the spears and
shields that had been King David’s, which were in the LORD’s house.

11Theguard stood, everymanwithhisweapons inhishand, fromthe right
sideof thehouse to the left sideof thehouse, alongby thealtar and thehouse,
around the king.

12Then he brought out the king’s son, and put the crown on him, and gave
him the covenant; and they made him king and anointed him; and they
clapped their hands, and said, “Long live the king!”

13WhenAthaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came
to the people into the LORD’s house;

14and she looked, and behold, the king stood by the pillar, as the tradition
was,with the captains and the trumpets by the king; and all the people of the
land rejoiced, and blew trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her clothes and cried,
“Treason! Treason!”

15 Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of hundreds whowere set
over the army, and said to them, “Bring her out between the ranks. Kill
anyone who follows her with the sword.” For the priest said, “Don’t let her
be slain in the LORD’s house.”

16 So they seized her; and she went by the way of the horses’ entry to the
king’s house, and she was slain there.

17 Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and the
people, that they should be the LORD’s people; also between the king and
the people.

18All the people of the land went to the house of Baal, and broke it down.
They broke his altars and his images in pieces thoroughly, and killedMattan
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the priest of Baal before the altars. The priest appointed officers over the
LORD’s house.

19He took the captains over hundreds, and the Carites, and the guard, and
all the people of the land; and they brought down the king from the LORD’s
house, and came by the way of the gate of the guard to the king’s house. He
sat on the throne of the kings.

20 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet. They had
slain Athaliah with the sword at the king’s house.

21 Jehoash was seven years old when he began to reign.

12
1 Jehoash began to reign in the seventh year of Jehu, and he reigned forty

years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Zibiah of Beersheba.
2 Jehoash did that whichwas right in the LORD’s eyes all his days inwhich

Jehoiada the priest instructed him.
3However, the high placeswere not taken away. The people still sacrificed

and burned incense in the high places.
4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money of the holy things that is

brought into the LORD’s house, in current money, the money of the people
for whom each man is evaluated,✡ and all the money that it comes into any
man’s heart to bring into the LORD’s house,

5 let the priests take it to them, each man from his donor; and they shall
repair the damage to the house, wherever any damage is found.”

6But itwas so, that in the twenty-third year ofKing Jehoash thepriests had
not repaired the damage to the house.

7ThenKing Jehoashcalled for Jehoiada thepriest, and for theotherpriests,
and said to them, “Why aren’t you repairing the damage to the house? Now
therefore takenomoremoney fromyour treasurers, but deliver it for repair
of the damage to the house.”

8 The priests consented that they should take no more money from the
people, and not repair the damage to the house.

9But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid, and set it
beside the altar, on the right side as one comes into the LORD’s house; and
the priests who kept the threshold put all the money that was brought into
the LORD’s house into it.

10Whentheysawthat therewasmuchmoney in thechest, theking’s scribe
and the high priest came up, and they put it in bags and counted the money
that was found in the LORD’s house.

11They gave themoney that was weighed out into the hands of those who
did the work, who had the oversight of the LORD’s house; and they paid it
out to the carpenters and the builders whoworked on the LORD’s house,

12 and to the masons and the stone cutters, and for buying timber and cut
stone to repair the damage to the LORD’s house, and for all that was laid out
for the house to repair it.

13 But there were not made for the LORD’s house cups of silver, snuffers,
basins, trumpets, any vessels of gold or vessels of silver, of the money that
was brought into the LORD’s house;

14 for they gave that to those who did the work, and repaired the LORD’s
house with it.
✡ 12:4 Exodus 30:12
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15Moreover they didn’t demand an accounting from the men into whose
hand they delivered the money to give to those who did the work; for they
dealt faithfully.

16Themoney for the trespass offerings and themoney for the sin offerings
was not brought into the LORD’s house. It was the priests’.

17Then Hazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath, and took it;
and Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18 Jehoash king of Judah took all the holy things that Jehoshaphat and
Jehoram and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his
own holy things, and all the gold that was found in the treasures of the
LORD’s house, and of the king’s house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria;
and he went away from Jerusalem.

19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, aren’t they written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20His servants arose andmade a conspiracy, and struck Joash at the house
of Millo, on the way that goes down to Silla.

21 For Jozacar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his
servants, struck him, and he died; and they buried him with his fathers in
David’s city; and Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah,

Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria for seventeen
years.

2 He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and followed the sins
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel to sin. He didn’t
depart from it.

3The LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he delivered them into the
hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Benhadad the son of
Hazael, continually.

4 Jehoahaz begged the LORD, and the LORD listened to him; for he saw the
oppression of Israel, how the king of Syria oppressed them.

5 (TheLORDgave Israel a savior, so that theywentout fromunder thehand
of the Syrians; and the children of Israel lived in their tents as before.

6Nevertheless they didn’t depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam,
with which he made Israel to sin, but walked in them; and the Asherah also
remained in Samaria.)

7 For he didn’t leave to Jehoahaz of the people any more than fifty
horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria
destroyed them andmade them like the dust in threshing.

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did, and his might,
aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

9 Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria; and
Joash his son reigned in his place.

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son of
Jehoahaz began to reign over Israel in Samaria for sixteen years.

11He did thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from all
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which hemade Israel to sin; but
he walked in them.
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12Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, and his might with
which he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

13 Joash slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat on his throne. Joash was
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

14NowElisha became sick with the illness of which he died; and Joash the
king of Israel came down to him, and wept over him, and said, “My father,
my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”

15Elisha said to him, “Take bowand arrows;” and he took bowand arrows
for himself.

16He said to the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow;” and he put his
hand on it. Elisha laid his hands on the king’s hands.

17He said, “Open the window eastward;” and he opened it. Then Elisha
said, “Shoot!” and he shot. He said, “The LORD’s arrow of victory, even the
arrowof victory over Syria; for youwill strike the Syrians inAphekuntil you
have consumed them.”

18 He said, “Take the arrows;” and he took them. He said to the king of
Israel, “Strike the ground;” and he struck three times, and stopped.

19Theman of God was angry with him, and said, “You should have struck
five or six times. Then youwould have struck Syria until you had consumed
it, but now youwill strike Syria just three times.”

20Elisha died, and they buried him.
Now the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the

year.
21 As they were burying a man, behold, they saw a band of raiders; and

they threw the man into Elisha’s tomb. As soon as the man touched Elisha’s
bones, he revived, and stood up on his feet.

22Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.
23But the LORD was gracious to them, and had compassion on them, and

favored them because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
would not destroy them and he didn’t cast them from his presence as yet.

24Hazael king of Syria died; and Benhadad his son reigned in his place.
25 Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Benhadad

the son of Hazael the cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz
his father by war. Joash struck him three times, and recovered the cities of
Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son

of Joash king of Judah began to reign.
2 He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned

twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddin of
Jerusalem.

3 He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, yet not like David his
father. He did according to all that Joash his father had done.

4However the high placeswere not taken away. The people still sacrificed
and burned incense in the high places.

5As soonas thekingdomwasestablished inhishand, hekilledhis servants
who had slain the king his father,
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6but the childrenof themurderershedidn’t put todeath, according to that
which is written in the book of the law of Moses, as the LORD commanded,
saying, “The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor the
children be put to death for the fathers; but everyman shall die for his own
sin.”

7He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by
war, and called its name Joktheel, to this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let’s look one another in the face.”

9 Jehoash the king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The
thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying,
‘Give your daughter to my son as wife.’ Then a wild animal that was in
Lebanon passed by, and trampled down the thistle.

10 You have indeed struck Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. Enjoy
the glory of it, and stay at home; for why should you meddle to your harm,
that you fall, even you, and Judah with you?”

11But Amaziahwould not listen. So Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he
and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at Beth Shemesh,
which belongs to Judah.

12 Judah was defeated by Israel; and eachman fled to his tent.
13 Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash

the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh and came to Jerusalem, then broke
down thewall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four
hundred cubits.*

14He took all the gold and silver and all the vessels that were found in the
LORD’s house and in the treasures of the king’s house, the hostages also, and
returned to Samaria.

15Now the rest of the acts of Jehoashwhich he did, and hismight, and how
he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, aren’t theywritten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?

16 Jehoash sleptwith his fathers, andwas buried in Samariawith the kings
of Israel; and Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

17Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Jehoash
son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, fifteen years.

18Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

19 They made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to
Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there.

20 They brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his
fathers in David’s city.

21 All the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and
made him king in the place of his father Amaziah.

22He built Elath and restored it to Judah. After that the king slept with his
fathers.

23 In thefifteenthyearofAmaziah the sonof Joashkingof Judah, Jeroboam
the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria for forty-one years.

24He did thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from all
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which hemade Israel to sin.
* 14:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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25He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the sea
of the Arabah, according to the LORD, the God of Israel’s word, which he
spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from
Gath Hepher.

26 For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter for all,
slave and free; and there was no helper for Israel.

27 The LORD didn’t say that he would blot out the name of Israel from
under the sky; but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.

28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his might,
how he fought, and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath, which had
belonged to Judah, for Israel, aren’t theywritten in thebookof the chronicles
of the kings of Israel?

29 Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel; and
Zechariah his son reigned in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah son of

Amaziah king of Judah began to reign.
2Hewas sixteenyearsoldwhenhebegan to reign, andhereignedfifty-two

years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Jecoliah of Jerusalem.
3He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, according to all that his

father Amaziah had done.
4However, the high placeswere not taken away. The people still sacrificed

and burned incense in the high places.
5 The LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his

death, and lived in a separate house. Jotham, the king’s son, was over the
household, judging the people of the land.

6Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, aren’t theywritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

7 Azariah slept with his fathers; and they buried him with his fathers in
David’s city; and Jotham his son reigned in his place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of
Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six months.

9He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, as his fathers had done.
He didn’t depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin.

10Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and struck himbefore
the people and killed him, and reigned in his place.

11 Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12This was the LORD’s wordwhich he spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons to
the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.” So it came to pass.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the thirty-ninth year of
Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned for amonth in Samaria.

14Menahem the son of Gadiwent up fromTirzah, came to Samaria, struck
Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, killed him, and reigned in his place.

15Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his conspiracy which he made,
behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.
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16 Then Menahem attacked Tiphsah and all who were in it and its border
areas, from Tirzah. He attacked it because they didn’t open their gates to
him, and he ripped up all their womenwhowere with child.

17 In the thirty ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of
Gadi began to reign over Israel for ten years in Samaria.

18He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart all his
days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which hemade Israel
to sin.

19 Pul the king of Assyria came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul
one thousand talents* of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm
the kingdom in his hand.

20Menahemexacted themoney from Israel, even fromall themightymen
ofwealth, fromeachmanfifty shekels†of silver, to give to thekingofAssyria.
So the king of Assyria turned back, and didn’t stay there in the land.

21 Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

22 Menahem slept with his fathers, and Pekahiah his son reigned in his
place.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of
Menahem began to reign over Israel in Samaria for two years.

24He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which hemade Israel to sin.

25 Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain, conspired against him and
attacked him in Samaria, in the fortress of the king’s house, with Argob and
Arieh; and with him were fifty men of the Gileadites. He killed him, and
reigned in his place.

26Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they are
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of
Remaliah began to reign over Israel in Samaria for twenty years.

28He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which hemade Israel to sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria came
and took Ijon, Abel BethMaacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, andGalilee,
all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria.

30 Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of
Remaliah, attackedhim, killedhim, andreigned inhisplace, in the twentieth
year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.

31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, behold, they are
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham
the son of Uzziah king of Judah began to reign.

33He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha the daughter of
Zadok.

34He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes. He did according to all
that his father Uzziah had done.
* 15:19 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tons † 15:20
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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35However thehighplaceswerenot takenaway. Thepeople still sacrificed
and burned incense in the high places. He built the upper gate of the LORD’s
house.

36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, aren’t theywritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

37 In those days, the LORDbegan to send Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah
the son of Remaliah against Judah.

38 Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in his
father David’s city; and Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of

Jotham king of Judah began to reign.
2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

sixteen years in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was right in the LORD
his God’s eyes, like David his father.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son
to pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nationswhom
the LORD cast out from before the children of Israel.

4 He sacrificed and burned incense in the high places, on the hills, and
under every green tree.

5Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel came
up to Jerusalem to wage war. They besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome
him.

6At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, and drove the
Jews from Elath; and the Syrians came to Elath, and lived there to this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am
your servant and your son. Come up and saveme out of the hand of the king
of Syria and out of the hand of the king of Israel, who rise up against me.”

8 Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the LORD’s house, and
in the treasures of the king’s house, and sent it for a present to the king of
Assyria.

9 The king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up
againstDamascus and took it, and carried its people captive toKir, andkilled
Rezin.

10KingAhazwent toDamascus tomeet Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, and
saw the altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest
a drawing of the altar and plans to build it.

11Urijah the priest built an altar. According to all that King Ahaz had sent
from Damascus, so Urijah the priest made it for the coming of King Ahaz
from Damascus.

12When the kinghad come fromDamascus, the king saw the altar; and the
king came near to the altar, and offered on it.

13He burned his burnt offering and his meal offering, poured his drink
offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on the altar.

14The bronze altar, whichwas before the LORD, he brought from the front
of the house, from between his altar and the LORD’s house, and put it on the
north side of his altar.

15 King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, “On the great altar
burn themorningburnt offering, the eveningmeal offering, the king’s burnt
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offering andhismeal offering,with the burnt offering of all the people of the
land, theirmeal offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on it all the
blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood of the sacrifice; but the bronze
altar will be for me to inquire by.”

16Urijah the priest did so, according to all that King Ahaz commanded.
17King Ahaz cut off the panels of the bases, and removed the basin from

off them, and took down the sea from off the bronze oxen that were under
it, and put it on a pavement of stone.

18He removed the covered way for the Sabbath that they had built in the
house, and theking’s outer entrance to theLORD’shouse, becauseof theking
of Assyria.

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in David’s
city; and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah began

to reign in Samaria over Israel for nine years.
2 He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, yet not as the kings of

Israel whowere before him.
3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him; and Hoshea became

his servant, and brought him tribute.
4 The king of Assyria discovered a conspiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent

messengers to So king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria,
as he had done year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria seized him, and
bound him in prison.

5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, went up to
Samaria, and besieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried
Israel away toAssyria, andplaced them inHalah, andon theHabor, the river
of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 Itwas sobecause the childrenof Israel had sinnedagainst theLORD their
God, who brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods,

8 and walked in the statutes of the nations whom the LORD cast out from
before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which theymade.

9 The children of Israel secretly did things that were not right against the
LORD their God; and they built high places for themselves in all their cities,
from the tower of the watchmen to the fortified city;

10 and they set up for themselves pillars and Asherah poles on every high
hill and under every green tree;

11 and there they burned incense in all the high places, as the nations
whom the LORD carried away before them did; and they did wicked things
to provoke the LORD to anger;

12 and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall
not do this thing.”

13Yet the LORD testified to Israel and to Judah, by every prophet and every
seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and
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my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and
which I sent to you bymy servants the prophets.”

14Notwithstanding, theywouldnot listen, buthardened theirneck like the
neck of their fathers who didn’t believe in the LORD their God.

15 They rejected his statutes and his covenant that he made with their
fathers, and his testimonies which he testified to them; and they followed
vanity, and became vain, and followed the nations that were around them,
concerning whom the LORD had commanded them that they should not do
like them.

16 They abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God, and
mademolten images for themselves, even two calves, andmadeanAsherah,
and worshiped all the army of the sky, and served Baal.

17Theycaused their sonsand theirdaughters topass through thefire, used
divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do thatwhichwas evil
in the LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

18Therefore the LORDwas very angry with Israel, and removed them out
of his sight. There was none left but the tribe of Judah only.

19Also Judah didn’t keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but
walked in the statutes of Israel which theymade.

20 The LORD rejected all the offspring of Israel, afflicted them, and deliv-
ered them into the hands of raiders, until he had cast them out of his sight.

21For he tore Israel from David’s house; and theymade Jeroboam the son
of Nebat king; and Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD, and
made them sin a great sin.

22 The children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did;
they didn’t depart from them

23 until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he said by all his
servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away out of their own land to
Assyria to this day.

24 The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, from Cuthah, from
Avva, and from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of
Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they possessed Samaria and
lived in its cities.

25 So it was, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they didn’t fear
the LORD. Therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of
them.

26Therefore they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations which
youhavecarriedawayandplaced in thecities of Samariadon’t knowthe law
of the god of the land. Therefore he has sent lions among them; and behold,
they kill them, because they don’t know the law of the god of the land.”

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Carry there one of the
priests whom you brought from there; and let him* go and dwell there, and
let him teach them the law of the god of the land.”

28 So one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came
and lived in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD.

29 However every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the
houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in
their cities in which they lived.

* 17:27 Hebrew: them
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30 The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth, and the men of Cuth made
Nergal, and themen of Hamathmade Ashima,

31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned
their children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of
Sepharvaim.

32So they feared the LORD, and alsomade fromamong themselves priests
of the high places for themselves, who sacrificed for them in the houses of
the high places.

33They feared the LORD, and also served their own gods, after theways of
the nations from among whom they had been carried away.

34 To this day they do what they did before. They don’t fear the LORD,
and they do not follow the statutes, or the ordinances, or the law, or the
commandment which the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, whom
he named Israel;

35 with whom the LORD had made a covenant and commanded them,
saying, “You shall not fear other gods, nor bowyourselves to them, nor serve
them, nor sacrifice to them;

36 but you shall fear the LORD, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm, and you shall bow
yourselves to him, and you shall sacrifice to him.

37 The statutes and the ordinances, and the law and the commandment
which he wrote for you, you shall observe to do forever more. You shall not
fear other gods.

38 You shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. You shall
not fear other gods.

39But you shall fear the LORD your God, and hewill deliver you out of the
hand of all your enemies.”

40However they didn’t listen, but they did what they did before.
41 So these nations feared the LORD, and also served their engraved

images. Their children did likewise, and so did their children’s children.
They do as their fathers did to this day.

18
1Now in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah the

son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign.
2 He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Abi the daughter of
Zechariah.

3Hedid thatwhichwas right in theLORD’s eyes, according toall thatDavid
his father had done.

4He removed thehighplaces, broke thepillars, and cut down theAsherah.
He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, because
in those days the children of Israel burned incense to it; and he called it
Nehushtan.

5He trusted in theLORD, theGodof Israel, so that afterhimwasnoone like
him among all the kings of Judah, nor among them that were before him.

6 For he joined with the LORD. He didn’t depart from following him, but
kept his commandments, which the LORD commandedMoses.

7The LORD was with him. Wherever he went, he prospered. He rebelled
against the king of Assyria, and didn’t serve him.
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8He struck the Philistines to Gaza and its borders, from the tower of the
watchmen to the fortified city.

9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of
Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against Samaria and besieged it.

10 At the end of three years they took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah,
which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken.

11 The king of Assyria carried Israel away to Assyria, and put them in
Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes,

12 because they didn’t obey the LORD their God’s voice, but transgressed
his covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and
would not hear it or do it.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of
Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them.

14Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying,
“I have offended you. Withdraw from me. That which you put on me, I
will bear.” The king of Assyria appointed to Hezekiah king of Judah three
hundred talents of silver and thirty talents* of gold.

15Hezekiah gavehimall the silver thatwas found in the LORD’s house and
in the treasures of the king’s house.

16 At that time, Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the LORD’s
temple, and from thepillarswhichHezekiahkingof Judahhadoverlaid, and
gave it to the king of Assyria.

17The king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh from Lachish
to KingHezekiahwith a great army to Jerusalem. Theywent up and came to
Jerusalem. When they had come up, they came and stood by the conduit of
the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.

18When they had called to the king, Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was
over the household, and Shebnah the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the
recorder came out to them.

19Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now toHezekiah, ‘The great king, the king
of Assyria, says, “What confidence is this in which you trust?

20You say (but they are but vainwords), ‘There is counsel and strength for
war.’ Now onwhom do you trust, that you have rebelled against me?

21Now, behold, you trust in the staff of this bruised reed, even in Egypt. If
a man leans on it, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of
Egypt to all who trust on him.

22But if you tellme, ‘Wetrust in theLORDourGod,’ isn’t thathewhosehigh
places andwhose altarsHezekiah has taken away, andhas said to Judah and
to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem’?

23Now therefore, please givepledges tomymaster the king ofAssyria, and
I will give you two thousand horses if you are able on your part to set riders
on them.

24 How then can you turn away the face of one captain of the least of
my master’s servants, and put your trust on Egypt for chariots and for
horsemen?

25Have I now come up without the LORD against this place to destroy it?
The LORD said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and destroy it.’ ” ’ ”
* 18:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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26Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Shebnah, and Joah, said to Rabshakeh,
“Please speak to your servants in the Syrian language, for we understand it.
Don’t speak with us in the Jews’ language, in the hearing of the people who
are on the wall.”

27 But Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my master sent me to your master
and to you, to speak these words? Hasn’t he sent me to the men who sit on
the wall, to eat their own dung, and to drink their own urine with you?”

28ThenRabshakeh stood and criedwith a loudvoice in the Jews’ language,
and spoke, saying, “Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria.

29The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to
deliver you out of his hand.

30Don’t let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will
surely deliver us, and this city shall not be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria.”

31Don’t listen to Hezekiah.’ For the king of Assyria says, ‘Make your peace
with me, and come out to me; and everyone of you eat from his own vine,
and everyone fromhis ownfig tree, and everyone drinkwater fromhis own
cistern;

32 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of
grain and newwine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and
of honey, that you may live and not die. Don’t listen to Hezekiah when he
persuades you, saying, “The LORDwill deliver us.”

33Has anyof the gods of thenations ever deliveredhis landout of thehand
of the king of Assyria?

34Where are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my
hand?

35Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered
their country out ofmy hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of
my hand?’ ”

36But the people stayedquiet, and answeredhimnot aword; for the king’s
commandment was, “Don’t answer him.”

37ThenEliakimthe sonofHilkiah,whowasover thehousehold, camewith
Shebna the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder to Hezekiah with
their clothes torn, and told him Rabshakeh’s words.

19
1When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with

sackcloth, and went into the LORD’s house.
2He sent Eliakim,whowas over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the

elders of the priests, coveredwith sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of
Amoz.

3 They said to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘Today is a day of trouble, of rebuke,
and of rejection; for the children have come to the point of birth, and there
is no strength to deliver them.

4 Itmaybe theLORDyourGodwill hear all thewords of Rabshakeh,whom
theking ofAssyria hismaster has sent to defy the livingGod, andwill rebuke
thewordswhich theLORDyourGodhasheard. Therefore liftupyourprayer
for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
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6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master this: ‘The LORD says, “Don’t be
afraid of thewords that you have heard, withwhich the servants of the king
of Assyria have blasphemedme.

7Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he will hear news, and will return
to his own land. I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria warring against
Libnah; for he had heard that he had departed from Lachish.

9Whenheheard it said of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Behold, he has come
out to fight against you,” he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying,

10 “Tell Hezekiah king of Judah this: ‘Don’t let your God inwhom you trust
deceive you, saying, Jerusalemwill not be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria.

11Behold, youhave heardwhat the kings of Assyria have done to all lands,
by destroying them utterly. Will you be delivered?

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them, which my fathers have
destroyed—Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of Eden who were in
Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of the city
of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of themessengers and read
it. Then Hezekiah went up to the LORD’s house, and spread it before the
LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said, “LORD, the God of Israel,
who are enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, even you alone, of
all the kingdoms of the earth. You havemade heaven and earth.

16 Incline your ear, LORD, and hear. Open your eyes, LORD, and see. Hear
the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to defy the living God.

17 Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their
lands,

18andhave cast their gods into thefire; for theywerenogods, but thework
of men’s hands, wood and stone. Therefore they have destroyed them.

19Now therefore, LORD our God, save us, I beg you, out of his hand, that
all the kingdoms of the earthmay know that you, LORD, are God alone.”

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the
God of Israel, says ‘You have prayed to me against Sennacherib king of
Assyria, and I have heard you.

21This is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him: ‘The virgin
daughter of Zion has despised you and ridiculed you. The daughter of
Jerusalem has shaken her head at you.

22 Whom have you defied and blasphemed? Against whom have you
exalted your voice and lifted up your eyes on high? Against the Holy One
of Israel!

23By yourmessengers, you have defied the Lord, and have said, “With the
multitude of my chariots, I have come up to the height of the mountains, to
the innermost parts of Lebanon, and I will cut down its tall cedars and its
choice cypress trees; and Iwill enter intohis farthest lodgingplace, the forest
of his fruitful field.

24 I have dug and drunk strange waters, and I will dry up all the rivers of
Egypt with the sole of my feet.”
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25Haven’t you heard how I have done it long ago, and formed it of ancient
times? Now I have brought it to pass, that it should be yours to lay waste
fortified cities into ruinous heaps.

26 Therefore their inhabitants had little power. They were dismayed and
confounded. They were like the grass of the field and like the green herb,
like the grass on the housetops and like grain blasted before it has grownup.

27But I know your sitting down, your going out, your coming in, and your
raging against me.

28 Because of your raging against me, and because your arrogance has
come up into my ears, therefore I will put my hook in your nose, and my
bridle in your lips, and I will turn you back by the way by which you came.’

29 “This will be the sign to you: This year, you will eat that which grows of
itself, and in the second year that which springs from that; and in the third
year sow and reap, and plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

30The remnant that has escaped of the house of Judahwill again take root
downward, and bear fruit upward.

31For out of Jerusalem a remnant will go out, and out ofMount Zion those
who shall escape. The LORD’s zeal will perform this.

32 “Therefore the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He will not
come to this city, nor shoot an arrow there. He will not come before it with
shield, nor cast up amound against it.

33He will return the same way that he came, and he will not come to this
city,’ says the LORD.

34 ‘For I will defend this city to save it, formy own sake and formy servant
David’s sake.’ ”

35 That night, the LORD’s angel went out and struck one hundred eighty-
five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians. When men arose early in the
morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, went home, and lived at
Nineveh.

37 As he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech
and Sharezer struck him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of
Ararat. Esar Haddon his son reigned in his place.

20
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and dying. Isaiah the prophet the son

of Amoz came to him, and said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Set your house in
order; for you will die, and not live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying,
3 “Remember now, LORD, I beg you, how I havewalked before you in truth

and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in your sight.”
And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4 Before Isaiah had gone out into the middle part of the city, the LORD’s
word came to him, saying,

5 “Turn back, and tell Hezekiah the prince of my people, ‘The LORD, the
God of David your father, says, “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your
tears. Behold, I will heal you. On the third day, you will go up to the LORD’s
house.

6 I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city out of
the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for my own sake, and
for my servant David’s sake.” ’ ”
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7 Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.”
They took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.
8Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the LORD will heal

me, and that I will go up to the LORD’s house the third day?”
9 Isaiah said, “Thiswill be the sign toyou fromtheLORD, that theLORDwill

do the thing that he has spoken: should the shadow go forward ten steps, or
go back ten steps?”

10Hezekiah answered, “It is a light thing for the shadow to go forward ten
steps. No, but let the shadow return backward ten steps.”

11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD; and he brought the shadow ten
steps backward, by which it had gone down on the sundial of Ahaz.

12At that time Berodach Baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent
letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he had heard that Hezekiah had been
sick.

13Hezekiah listened to them, and showed them all the storehouse of his
precious things—the silver, the gold, the spices, and the precious oil, and
the house of his armor, and all that was found in his treasures. There was
nothing in his house, or in all his dominion, thatHezekiah didn’t show them.

14Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What
did these men say? Fromwhere did they come to you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a far country, even from Babylon.”
15He said, “What have they seen in your house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house. There is

nothing amongmy treasures that I have not shown them.”
16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the LORD’s word.
17 ‘Behold, the days come that all that is in yourhouse, and thatwhich your

fathers have laid up in store to this day, will be carried to Babylon. Nothing
will be left,’ says the LORD.

18 ‘They will take away some of your sons who will issue from you, whom
you will father; and they will be eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon.’ ”

19ThenHezekiah said to Isaiah, “TheLORD’swordwhich youhave spoken
is good.” He saidmoreover, “Isn’t it so, if peace and truthwill be inmydays?”

20Now the rest of the acts ofHezekiah, and all hismight, andhowhemade
thepool, and the conduit, andbroughtwater into the city, aren’t theywritten
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh his son reigned in his
place.

21
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Hephzibah.
2He did that whichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, after the abominations of

the nations whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.
3 For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had de-

stroyed; andhe raisedupaltars forBaal, andmadeanAsherah, asAhabking
of Israel did, and worshiped all the army of the sky, and served them.

4He built altars in the LORD’s house, of which the LORD said, “I will put
my name in Jerusalem.”

5He built altars for all the army of the sky in the two courts of the LORD’s
house.
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6Hemadehis son topass through thefire, practiced sorcery, usedenchant-
ments, and dealt with those who had familiar spirits and with wizards. He
didmuch evil in the LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

7He set the engraved image of Asherah that he had made in the house of
which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house, and in
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my
name forever;

8 Iwill not cause the feet of Israel towanderanymoreoutof the landwhich
I gave their fathers, if only they will observe to do according to all that I
have commanded them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses
commanded them.”

9But theydidn’t listen, andManasseh seduced themtodo thatwhich is evil
more than the nations didwhom the LORD destroyed before the children of
Israel.

10The LORD spoke by his servants the prophets, saying,
11“BecauseManassehking of Judahhasdone these abominations, andhas

donewickedlyaboveall that theAmoritesdid,whowerebeforehim, andhas
also made Judah to sin with his idols;

12 therefore the LORD the God of Israel says, ‘Behold, I will bring such evil
on Jerusalem and Judah that whoever hears of it, both his ears will tingle.

13 I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plumb line of
Ahab’s house; and Iwill wipe Jerusalemas amanwipes a dish, wiping it and
turning it upside down.

14 I will cast off the remnant of my inheritance and deliver them into the
hands of their enemies. They will become a prey and a plunder to all their
enemies,

15 because they have done that which is evil in my sight, and have
provoked me to anger since the day their fathers came out of Egypt, even
to this day.’ ”

16MoreoverManasseh shed innocent blood verymuch, until he had filled
Jerusalem from one end to another; in addition to his sin with which he
made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.

17Now the rest of the acts ofManasseh, and all that he did, and his sin that
he sinned, aren’t they written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah?

18Manasseh sleptwithhis fathers, andwasburied in thegardenofhis own
house, in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his son reigned in his place.

19Amonwas twenty-twoyears oldwhenhebegan to reign; andhe reigned
two years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewasMeshullemeth the daughter
of Haruz of Jotbah.

20He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, as Manasseh his father
did.

21Hewalked in all theways that his fatherwalked in, and served the idols
that his father served, and worshiped them;

22 and he abandoned the LORD, the God of his fathers, and didn’t walk in
the way of the LORD.

23The servants of Amon conspired against him, and put the king to death
in his own house.

24 But the people of the land killed all those who had conspired against
King Amon; and the people of the landmade Josiah his son king in his place.
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25Now the rest of the acts of Amonwhich he did, aren’t theywritten in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26 He was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his son
reigned in his place.

22
1 Josiahwas eight years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-

one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of
Adaiah of Bozkath.

2Hedid thatwhichwas right in theLORD’s eyes, andwalked inall theways
of David his father, and didn’t turn away to the right hand or to the left.

3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan, the son of
Azaliah the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the LORD’s house, saying,

4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money which
is brought into the LORD’s house, which the keepers of the threshold have
gathered of the people.

5Let themdeliver it into thehandof theworkerswhohave theoversight of
the LORD’s house; and let them give it to the workers who are in the LORD’s
house, to repair the damage to the house,

6 to the carpenters, and to the builders, and to themasons, and for buying
timber and cut stone to repair the house.

7However, no accounting shall be asked of them for the money delivered
into their hand, for they deal faithfully.”

8Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the book
of the law in the LORD’s house.” Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan, and
he read it.

9 Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again,
and said, “Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the
house, and have delivered it into the hands of the workmen who have the
oversight of the LORD’s house.”

10 Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has deliv-
ered a book to me.” Then Shaphan read it before the king.

11When the king had heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his
clothes.

12 The king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan,
Achbor the son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s
servant, saying,

13 “Go inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah,
concerning thewordsof this book that is found; for great is theLORD’swrath
that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not listened to thewords
of this book, to do according to all that which is written concerning us.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of
Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the second
quarter); and they talked with her.

15 She said to them, “The LORD the God of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who
sent you tome,

16 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring evil on this place and on its
inhabitants, even all thewords of the bookwhich the king of Judahhas read.
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17Because they have forsakenme and have burned incense to other gods,
that they might provoke me to anger with all the work of their hands,
therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and it will not be
quenched.’ ”

18But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, tell him,
“The LORD the God of Israel says, ‘Concerning the words which you have
heard,

19 because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the
LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its
inhabitants, that they shouldbecomeadesolationandacurse, andhave torn
your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you,’ says the LORD.

20 ‘Therefore behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be
gathered to your grave in peace. Your eyes will not see all the evil which I
will bring on this place.’ ” ’ ” So they brought this message back to the king.

23
1 The king sent, and they gathered to him all the elders of Judah and of

Jerusalem.
2 The king went up to the LORD’s house, and all the men of Judah and all

the inhabitantsof Jerusalemwithhim—with thepriests, theprophets, andall
the people, both small and great; and he read in their hearing all the words
of the book of the covenant which was found in the LORD’s house.

3 The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD to
walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments, his testimonies, and
his statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to confirm the words of this
covenant that were written in this book; and all the people agreed to the
covenant.

4 The king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers of the threshold, to bring out of the LORD’s
temple all the vessels that were made for Baal, for the Asherah, and for all
the army of the sky; and he burned them outside of Jerusalem in the fields
of the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel.

5Hegot rid of the idolatrouspriestswhomthekings of Judahhadordained
to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah and in the places
around Jerusalem; those also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun, to the
moon, to the planets, and to all the army of the sky.

6Hebrought out theAsherah fromtheLORD’shouse, outsideof Jerusalem,
to the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and beat it to dust,
and cast its dust on the graves of the common people.

7Hebroke down the houses of themale shrine prostitutes thatwere in the
LORD’s house, where the womenwove hangings for the Asherah.

8He brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high
places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba; and
he broke down the high places of the gates that were at the entrance of the
gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man’s left hand at
the gate of the city.

9Nevertheless the priests of the high places didn’t come up to the LORD’s
altar in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brothers.

10 He defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom,
that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to
Molech.
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11He took away the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the
sun, at the entrance of the LORD’s house, by the room of NathanMelech the
officerwhowas in the court; and he burned the chariots of the sunwith fire.

12The king broke down the altars that were on the roof of the upper room
of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah hadmade, and the altarswhichManasseh
had made in the two courts of the LORD’s house, and beat them down from
there, and cast their dust into the brook Kidron.

13Thekingdefiled thehighplaces thatwerebefore Jerusalem,whichwere
on the right hand of the mountain of corruption, which Solomon the king
of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the
children of Ammon.

14He broke in pieces the pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, and filled
their places withmen’s bones.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel and the high place which Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, even that altar
and the high place he broke down; and he burned the high place and beat it
to dust, and burned the Asherah.

16 As Josiah turned himself, he spied the tombs that were there in the
mountain; and he sent, and took the bones out of the tombs, and burned
them on the altar, and defiled it, according to the LORD’s word which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these things.

17Then he said, “Whatmonument is that which I see?”
The men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of God who came

fromJudahandproclaimed these things that youhavedoneagainst thealtar
of Bethel.”

18He said, “Let him be! Let no one move his bones.” So they let his bones
alone, with the bones of the prophet who came out of Samaria.

19All the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria,
which the kings of Israel hadmade to provoke theLORD to anger, Josiah took
away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Bethel.

20He killed all the priests of the high places that were there, on the altars,
and burnedmen’s bones on them; and he returned to Jerusalem.

21 The king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the Passover to the
LORD your God, as it is written in this book of the covenant.”

22 Surely there was not kept such a Passover from the days of the judges
who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings
of Judah;

23 but in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was kept to the
LORD in Jerusalem.

24Moreover, Josiah removed those who had familiar spirits, the wizards,
and the teraphim,* and the idols, and all the abominations that were seen
in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might confirm the words of
the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the
LORD’s house.

25 There was no king like him before him, who turned to the LORD with
all his heart, andwith all his soul, andwith all hismight, according to all the
law of Moses; and there was none like himwho arose after him.

* 23:24 teraphimwere household idols.
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26Notwithstanding, the LORD didn’t turn from the fierceness of his great
wrath, with which his anger burned against Judah, because of all the
provocation with whichManasseh had provoked him.

27 The LORD said, “I will also remove Judah out of my sight, as I have
removed Israel; and I will cast off this city which I have chosen, even
Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ”

28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, aren’t they written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 In his days Pharaoh Necoh king of Egypt went up against the king
of Assyria to the river Euphrates; and King Josiah went against him, but
Pharaoh Necoh killed him at Megiddo when he saw him.

30His servants carried him dead in a chariot fromMegiddo, brought him
to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. The people of the land took
Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his
father’s place.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all that his
fathers had done.

33 Pharaoh Necoh put him in bonds at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that
hemight not reign in Jerusalem; andput the land to a tribute of onehundred
talents of silver and a talent† of gold.

34PharaohNecohmadeEliakim the sonof Josiahking in theplaceof Josiah
his father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim; but he took Jehoahaz away,
and he came to Egypt and died there.

35 Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land
to give the money according to the commandment of Pharaoh. He exacted
the silver and the gold of the people of the land, from everyone according to
his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Necoh.

36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zebidah the
daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all that his
fathers had done.

24
1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim

became his servant three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him.
2The LORD sent against himbands of the Chaldeans, bands of the Syrians,

bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them
against Judah to destroy it, according to the LORD’s wordwhich he spoke by
his servants the prophets.

3 Surely at the commandment of the LORD this came on Judah, to remove
them out of his sight for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did,

4and also for the innocent blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalemwith
innocent blood, and the LORDwould not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
† 23:33 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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6So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his
place.

7 The king of Egypt didn’t come out of his land any more; for the king of
Babylon had taken, from the brook of Egypt to the river Euphrates, all that
belonged to the king of Egypt.

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three months. His mother’s name was Nehushta the
daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all that his
father had done.

10At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up
to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his servants
were besieging it,

12and Jehoiachin the king of Judahwent out to the king of Babylon—he, his
mother, his servants, his princes, and his officers; and the king of Babylon
captured him in the eighth year of his reign.

13He carried out from there all the treasures of the LORD’s house and the
treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which
Solomonkingof Israel hadmade in theLORD’s temple, as theLORDhad said.

14He carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty
men of valor, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the
smiths. No one remained except the poorest people of the land.

15 He carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, with the king’s mother, the
king’s wives, his officers, and the chief men of the land. He carried them
into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.

16All the men of might, even seven thousand, and the craftsmen and the
smiths one thousand, all of them strong and fit for war, even them the king
of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.

17The king of BabylonmadeMattaniah, Jehoiachin’s father’s brother, king
in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

19 He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all that
Jehoiakim had done.

20 For through the anger of the LORD, this happened in Jerusalem and
Judah, until he had cast them out from his presence.
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

25
1 In the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the

month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against
Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they built forts against it around it.

2 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.
3On the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine was severe in the city,

so that there was no bread for the people of the land.
4Thenabreachwasmade in thecity, andall themenofwarfledbynightby

the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king’s garden
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(now the Chaldeans were against the city around it); and the king went by
the way of the Arabah.

5But the Chaldean army pursued the king, and overtook him in the plains
of Jericho; and all his armywas scattered from him.

6Then they captured the king and carried himup to the king of Babylon to
Riblah; and they passed judgment on him.

7They killed Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then put out Zedekiah’s eyes,
bound him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which was the
nineteenth year of KingNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.

9 He burned the LORD’s house, the king’s house, and all the houses of
Jerusalem. He burned every great house with fire.

10All the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard,
broke down the walls around Jerusalem.

11Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of
the people who were left in the city and those who had deserted to the king
of Babylon—all the rest of themultitude.

12But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to work
the vineyards and fields.

13 The Chaldeans broke up the pillars of bronze that were in the LORD’s
house and the bases and the bronze sea that were in the LORD’s house, and
carried the bronze pieces to Babylon.

14 They took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the spoons, and all
the vessels of bronze with which theyministered.

15The captain of the guard took away the fire pans, the basins, that which
was of gold, for gold, and that which was of silver, for silver.

16The twopillars, the one sea, and thebases,which Solomonhadmade for
the LORD’s house, the bronze of all these vessels was not weighed.

17Theheight of the one pillarwas eighteen cubits,* and a capital of bronze
was on it. The height of the capital was three cubits, with network and
pomegranates on the capital around it, all of bronze; and the second pillar
with its network was like these.

18 The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the
second priest, and the three keepers of the threshold;

19 and out of the city he took an officer who was set over the men of war;
and five men of those who saw the king’s face, who were found in the city;
and the scribe, the captain of the army,whomustered the people of the land,
and sixty men of the people of the land whowere found in the city.

20Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to
the king of Babylon to Riblah.

21 The king of Babylon attacked them and put them to death at Riblah in
the land of Hamath. So Judah was carried away captive out of his land.

22As for the people who were left in the land of Judah whom Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the son
of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor.

* 25:17 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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23Nowwhen all the captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that
the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah
to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Kareah,
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of
theMaacathite, they and their men.

24 Gedaliah swore to them and to their men, and said to them, “Don’t be
afraid because of the servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve
the king of Babylon, and it will be well with you.”

25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the royal offspring came, and ten men with him, and struck
Gedaliah so that he died, with the Jews and the Chaldeans that were with
him at Mizpah.

26All the people, both small and great, and the captains of the forces arose
and came to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

27 In the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in
the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, Evilmerodach
king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin king
of Judah out of prison,

28 and he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the
kings whowere with him in Babylon,

29 and changed his prison garments. Jehoiachin ate bread before him
continually all the days of his life;

30and for his allowance, there was a continual allowance given him from
the king, every day a portion, all the days of his life.
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The First Book of Chronicles
1Adam, Seth, Enosh,
2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared,
3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and

Tiras.
6The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Diphath, and Togarmah.
7The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.
8The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
9 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, Sabteca. The sons of

Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
10 Cush became the father of Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one in the

earth.
11Mizraim became the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,
12Pathrusim, Casluhim(where thePhilistines came from), andCaphtorim.
13Canaan became the father of Sidon his firstborn, Heth,
14 the Jebusite, the Amorite, the Girgashite,
15 the Hivite, the Arkite, the Sinite,
16 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.
17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul,

Gether, andMeshech.
18Arpachshad became the father of Shelah, and Shelah became the father

of Eber.
19 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his

days the earth was divided; and his brother’s namewas Joktan.
20 Joktan became the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,
21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22Ebal, Abimael, Sheba,
23Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.
24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah,
25Eber, Peleg, Reu,
26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27Abram (also called Abraham).
28The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ishmael.
29 These are their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then

Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,
30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema,
31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael.
32 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s concubine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan,

Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan.
33The sons ofMidian: Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these

were the sons of Keturah.
34Abrahambecame the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel.
35The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and

Amalek.
37The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah.
38The sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
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39The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam; and Timnawas Lotan’s sister.
40The sons of Shobal: Alian,Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, andOnam. The sons

of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah.
41The son of Anah: Dishon. The sons of Dishon: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran,

and Cheran.
42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan. The sons of Dishan: Uz

and Aran.
43Now these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any

king reigned over the children of Israel: Bela the son of Beor; and the name
of his city was Dinhabah.

44Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place.
45 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his

place.
46Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who struck Midian in the

field of Moab, reigned in his place; and the name of his city was Avith.
47Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.
48 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by the River reigned in his place.
49 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.
50 Baal Hanan died, and Hadad reigned in his place; and the name of his

city was Pai. His wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the
daughter of Mezahab.

51 Then Hadad died. The chiefs of Edom were: chief Timna, chief Aliah,
chief Jetheth,

52 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,
53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
54 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These are the chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,

Zebulun,
2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
3 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah, which three were born to him

of Shua’s daughter the Canaanitess. Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the
LORD’s* sight; and he killed him.

4 Tamar his daughter-in-law bore him Perez and Zerah. All the sons of
Judah were five.

5The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul.
6 The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara—five of them

in all.
7The son of Carmi: Achar, the troubler of Israel, who committed a trespass

in the devoted thing.
8The son of Ethan: Azariah.
9 The sons also of Hezron, who were born to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, and

Chelubai.
10 Ram became the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab became the

father of Nahshon, prince of the children of Judah;
11andNahshon became the father of Salma, and Salma became the father

of Boaz,

* 2:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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12 and Boaz became the father of Obed, and Obed became the father of
Jesse;

13and Jesse became the father of his firstborn Eliab, Abinadab the second,
Shimea the third,

14Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth,
15Ozem the sixth, and David the seventh;
16and their sisterswereZeruiahandAbigail. The sonsofZeruiah: Abishai,

Joab, and Asahel, three.
17Abigail bore Amasa; and the father of Amasawas Jether the Ishmaelite.
18 Caleb the son of Hezron became the father of children by Azubah his

wife, and by Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon.
19Azubah died, and Calebmarried Ephrath, who bore himHur.
20Hur became the father of Uri, and Uri became the father of Bezalel.
21AfterwardHezronwent in to thedaughterofMachir the fatherofGilead,

whomhe took aswifewhen hewas sixty years old; and she bore him Segub.
22Segub became the father of Jair, who had twenty-three cities in the land

of Gilead.
23 Geshur and Aram took the towns of Jair from them, with Kenath, and

its villages, even sixty cities. All these were the sons of Machir the father of
Gilead.

24After Hezron died in Caleb Ephrathah, Abijah, Hezron’s wife, bore him
Ashhur the father of Tekoa.

25 The sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of Hezron were Ram the firstborn,
Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah.

26 Jerahmeel had another wife, whose name was Atarah. She was the
mother of Onam.

27The sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel wereMaaz, Jamin, and Eker.
28 The sons of Onam were Shammai and Jada. The sons of Shammai:

Nadab and Abishur.
29 The name of the wife of Abishur was Abihail; and she bore him Ahban

andMolid.
30The sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim; but Seled died without children.
31The son of Appaim: Ishi. The son of Ishi: Sheshan. The son of Sheshan:

Ahlai.
32 The sons of Jada the brother of Shammai: Jether and Jonathan; and

Jether died without children.
33 The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons of

Jerahmeel.
34Now Sheshan had no sons, but only daughters. Sheshan had a servant,

an Egyptian, whose namewas Jarha.
35 Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant as wife; and she bore

him Attai.
36 Attai became the father of Nathan, and Nathan became the father of

Zabad,
37and Zabad became the father of Ephlal, and Ephlal became the father of

Obed,
38 and Obed became the father of Jehu, and Jehu became the father of

Azariah,
39andAzariah became the father ofHelez, andHelez became the father of

Eleasah,
40and Eleasah became the father of Sismai, and Sismai became the father

of Shallum,
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41 and Shallum became the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah became the
father of Elishama.

42 The sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were Mesha his firstborn,
whowas the father of Ziph, and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron.

43The sons of Hebron: Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema.
44 Shema became the father of Raham, the father of Jorkeam; and Rekem

became the father of Shammai.
45The son of Shammai wasMaon; andMaonwas the father of Beth Zur.
46 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Haran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran

became the father of Gazez.
47The sons of Jahdai: Regem, Jothan, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.
48Maacah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Sheber and Tirhanah.
49 She bore also Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of

Machbena and the father of Gibea; and the daughter of Caleb was Achsah.
50Thesewere the sons of Caleb, the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah:

Shobal the father of Kiriath Jearim,
51 Salma the father of Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of Beth Gader.
52 Shobal the father of Kiriath Jearim had sons: Haroeh, half of the

Menuhoth.
53 The families of Kiriath Jearim: the Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shumath-

ites, and theMishraites; from them came the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites.
54The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, and

half of the Manahathites, the Zorites.
55The families of scribes who lived at Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeath-

ites, and the Sucathites. These are theKeniteswhocame fromHammath, the
father of the house of Rechab.

3
1Now these were the sons of David, whowere born to him in Hebron: the

firstborn, Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second, Daniel, of Abigail
the Carmelitess;

2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of
Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;

3 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the sixth, Ithream by Eglah his wife:
4 six were born to him in Hebron; and he reigned there seven years and

six months. He reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem;
5 and these were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and

Solomon, four, by Bathshua the daughter of Ammiel;
6and Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet,
7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine.
9All thesewere the sonsofDavid, in addition to the sonsof the concubines;

and Tamar was their sister.
10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abijah his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat

his son,
11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,
12Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,
13Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son,
14Amon his son, and Josiah his son.
15 The sons of Josiah: the firstborn Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the

third Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum.
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16The sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, and Zedekiah his son.
17The sons of Jeconiah, the captive: Shealtiel his son,
18Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
19 The sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons of Zerubbabel:

Meshullam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister;
20and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab Hesed, five.
21The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah; the sons of Rephaiah, the

sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah.
22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. The sons of Shemaiah: Hattush, Igal,

Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat, six.
23The sons of Neariah: Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam, three.
24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan,

Delaiah, and Anani, seven.

4
1The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.
2Reaiah the son of Shobal became the father of Jahath; and Jahath became

the father of Ahumai and Lahad. These are the families of the Zorathites.
3 These were the sons of the father of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash.

The name of their sister was Hazzelelponi.
4Penuel was the father of Gedor and Ezer the father of Hushah. These are

the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, the father of Bethlehem.
5Ashhur the father of Tekoa had twowives, Helah and Naarah.
6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These

were the sons of Naarah.
7The sons of Helah were Zereth, Izhar, and Ethnan.
8Hakkoz became the father of Anub, Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel

the son of Harum.
9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother named him

Jabez,* saying, “Because I bore himwith sorrow.”
10 Jabez called on the God† of Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me

indeed, and enlarge my border! May your hand be with me, and may you
keepme from evil, that I may not cause pain!”
God granted him that which he requested.
11Chelub the brother of Shuhah became the father of Mehir, who was the

father of Eshton.
12 Eshton became the father of Beth Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the

father of Ir Nahash. These are themen of Recah.
13The sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah. The sons of Othniel: Hathath.‡
14Meonothai became the father ofOphrah: andSeraiahbecame the father

of Joab the father of Ge Harashim, for they were craftsmen.
15The sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, andNaam. The son of

Elah: Kenaz.
16The sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.
17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon; and Mered’s wife

bore Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa.
18His wife the Jewess bore Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father of

Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. These are the sons of Bithiah the
daughter of Pharaoh, whomMered took.
* 4:9 “Jabez” sounds similar to the Hebrew word for “pain”. † 4:10 The Hebrew word rendered
“God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 4:13 Greek and Vulgate add “andMeonothai”
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19The sons of the wife of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the fathers of
Keilah the Garmite and Eshtemoa theMaacathite.

20The sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah, BenHanan, and Tilon. The sons of
Ishi: Zoheth, and Ben Zoheth.

21The sons of Shelah the son of Judah: Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the
father of Mareshah, and the families of the house of those who worked fine
linen, of the house of Ashbea;

22 and Jokim, and the men of Cozeba, and Joash, and Saraph, who had
dominion inMoab, and Jashubilehem. These records are ancient.

23Thesewere thepotters, and the inhabitantsofNetaimandGederah; they
lived there with the king for his work.

24The sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul;
25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, andMishma his son.
26The sons of Mishma: Hammuel his son, Zaccur his son, Shimei his son.
27Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his brothers didn’t have

manychildren, andall their familydidn’tmultiply like the childrenof Judah.
28They lived at Beersheba, Moladah, Hazarshual,
29at Bilhah, at Ezem, at Tolad,
30at Bethuel, at Hormah, at Ziklag,
31 at Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, at Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These

were their cities until David’s reign.
32Their villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan, five cities;
33 and all their villages that were around the same cities, as far as Baal.

These were their settlements, and they kept their genealogy.
34Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah the son of Amaziah,
35 Joel, Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel,
36Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah,
37and Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of

Shimri, the son of Shemaiah—
38 these mentioned by name were princes in their families. Their fathers’

houses increased greatly.
39Theywent to the entrance of Gedor, even to the east side of the valley, to

seek pasture for their flocks.
40 They found rich, good pasture, and the land was wide, and quiet, and

peaceful, for those who lived there before were descended fromHam.
41 These written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah,

and struck their tents and the Meunim who were found there; and they
destroyed them utterly to this day, and lived in their place, because there
was pasture there for their flocks.

42 Some of them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred men, went
to Mount Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and
Uzziel, the sons of Ishi.

43They struck the remnant of theAmalekiteswho escaped, and have lived
there to this day.

5
1 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (for he was the firstborn, but

because he defiled his father’s couch, his birthright was given to the sons of
Joseph the son of Israel; and the genealogy is not to be listed according to the
birthright.
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2 For Judah prevailed above his brothers, and from him came the prince;
but the birthright was Joseph’s)—

3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi.

4The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son,
5Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son,
6 and Beerah his son, whom Tilgath Pilneser king of Assyria carried away

captive. He was prince of the Reubenites.
7His brothers by their families, when the genealogy of their generations

was listed: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah,
8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who lived in

Aroer, even to Nebo and Baal Meon;
9 and he lived eastward even to the entrance of the wilderness from

the river Euphrates, because their livestock were multiplied in the land of
Gilead.

10 In the days of Saul, they made war with the Hagrites, who fell by their
hand; and they lived in their tents throughout all the land east of Gilead.

11The sons of Gad lived beside them in the land of Bashan to Salecah:
12 Joel the chief, Shapham the second, Janai, and Shaphat in Bashan.
13 Their brothers of their fathers’ houses: Michael, Meshullam, Sheba,

Jorai, Jacan, Zia, and Eber, seven.
14Thesewere the sons ofAbihail, the sonofHuri, the sonof Jaroah, the son

of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son
of Buz;

15Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of their fathers’ houses.
16 They lived in Gilead in Bashan and in its towns, and in all the pasture

lands of Sharon as far as their borders.
17All these were listed by genealogies in the days of Jotham king of Judah,

and in the days of Jeroboam king of Israel.
18 The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, of

valiant men, men able to bear buckler and sword, able to shoot with bow,
and skillful in war, were forty-four thousand seven hundred sixty that were
able to go out to war.

19Theymade war with the Hagrites, with Jetur, and Naphish, and Nodab.
20 They were helped against them, and the Hagrites were delivered into

their hand, and all who were with them; for they cried to God in the battle,
and he answered them because they put their trust in him.

21 They took away their livestock: of their camels fifty thousand, and of
sheep twohundredfifty thousand, andofdonkeys two thousand, andofmen
one hundred thousand.

22Formany fell slain, because thewarwasofGod. They lived in their place
until the captivity.

23 The children of the half-tribe of Manasseh lived in the land. They
increased from Bashan to Baal Hermon, Senir, andMount Hermon.

24 These were the heads of their fathers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel,
Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel—mighty men of valor, famous men, heads
of their fathers’ houses.

25 They trespassed against the God of their fathers, and played the pros-
titute after the gods of the peoples of the land whom God destroyed before
them.
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26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the
spirit of TilgathPilneserkingofAssyria, andhecarriedaway theReubenites,
the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought them to Halah,
Habor, Hara, and to the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
2The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
3 The children of Amram: Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. The sons of Aaron:

Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
4 Eleazar became the father of Phinehas, Phinehas became the father of

Abishua,
5Abishua became the father of Bukki. Bukki became the father of Uzzi.
6 Uzzi became the father of Zerahiah. Zerahiah became the father of

Meraioth.
7Meraioth became the father of Amariah. Amariah became the father of

Ahitub.
8Ahitubbecame the fatherof Zadok. Zadokbecame the fatherofAhimaaz.
9 Ahimaaz became the father of Azariah. Azariah became the father of

Johanan.
10 Johanan became the father of Azariah, who executed the priest’s office

in the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem.
11Azariah became the father of Amariah. Amariah became the father of

Ahitub.
12Ahitubbecamethe fatherofZadok. Zadokbecamethe fatherofShallum.
13 Shallum became the father of Hilkiah. Hilkiah became the father of

Azariah.
14 Azariah became the father of Seraiah. Seraiah became the father of

Jehozadak.
15 Jehozadak went into captivity when the LORD carried Judah and

Jerusalem away by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
16The sons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, andMerari.
17These are the names of the sons of Gershom: Libni and Shimei.
18The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of the

Levites according to their fathers’ households.
20Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son,
21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, and Jeatherai his son.
22The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son,
23Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son,
24Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.
25The sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth.
26As for Elkanah, the sons of Elkanah: Zophai his son, Nahath his son,
27Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, and Elkanah his son.
28The sons of Samuel: the firstborn, Joel, and the second, Abijah.
29The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son,
30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son.
31 These are they whom David set over the service of song in the LORD’s

house after the ark came to rest there.
32Theyministered with song before the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting

until Solomonhad built the LORD’s house in Jerusalem. They performed the
duties of their office according to their order.
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33 These are those who served, and their sons. Of the sons of the Ko-
hathites: Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,

34 the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,
35 the sonofZuph, the sonofElkanah, the sonofMahath, the sonofAmasai,
36 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of

Zephaniah,
37 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,
38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel.
39His brother Asaph, who stood on his right hand, even Asaph the son of

Berechiah, the son of Shimea,
40 the son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah,
41 the son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah,
42 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei,
43 the son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi.
44On the left hand theirbrothers the sonsofMerari: Ethan the sonofKishi,

the son of Abdi, the son of Malluch,
45 the son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,
46 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shemer,
47 the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi.
48 Their brothers the Levites were appointed for all the service of the

tabernacle of God’s house.
49 But Aaron and his sons offered on the altar of burnt offering, and on

the altar of incense, for all the work of the most holy place, and to make
atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had
commanded.

50These are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua
his son,

51Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son,
52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son,
53Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his son.
54 Now these are their dwelling places according to their encampments

in their borders: to the sons of Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites (for
theirs was the first lot),

55 to them they gave Hebron in the land of Judah, and its pasture lands
around it;

56 but the fields of the city and its villages, they gave to Caleb the son of
Jephunneh.

57To the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge, Hebron, Libnah also
with its pasture lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its pasture lands,

58Hilen with its pasture lands, Debir with its pasture lands,
59Ashanwith its pasture lands, and Beth Shemesh with its pasture lands;
60 and out of the tribe of Benjamin, Geba with its pasture lands, Allemeth

with its pasture lands, and Anathoth with its pasture lands. All their cities
throughout their families were thirteen cities.

61 To the rest of the sons of Kohath were given by lot, out of the family of
the tribe, out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh, ten cities.

62 To the sons of Gershom, according to their families, out of the tribe of
Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and
out of the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.

63To the sons of Merari were given by lot, according to their families, out
of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of
Zebulun, twelve cities.
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64 The children of Israel gave to the Levites the cities with their pasture
lands.

65 They gave by lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of
the tribe of the children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin, these cities which arementioned by name.

66Some of the families of the sons of Kohath had cities of their borders out
of the tribe of Ephraim.

67 They gave to them the cities of refuge, Shechem in the hill country of
Ephraimwith its pasture lands and Gezer with its pasture lands,

68 Jokmeamwith its pasture lands, Beth Horon with its pasture lands,
69Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath Rimmonwith its pasture lands;
70 and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Aner with its pasture lands, and

Bileamwith its pasture lands, for the rest of the family of the sons of Kohath.
71 To the sons of Gershom were given, out of the family of the half-tribe

of Manasseh, Golan in Bashanwith its pasture lands, and Ashtaroth with its
pasture lands;

72and out of the tribe of Issachar, Kedeshwith its pasture lands, Daberath
with its pasture lands,

73Ramoth with its pasture lands, and Anemwith its pasture lands;
74and out of the tribe of Asher, Mashal with its pasture lands, Abdonwith

its pasture lands,
75Hukok with its pasture lands, and Rehob with its pasture lands;
76and out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galileewith its pasture lands,

Hammonwith its pasture lands, and Kiriathaimwith its pasture lands.
77 To the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, out of the

tribe of Zebulun, Rimmonowith its pasture lands, andTaborwith its pasture
lands;

78 and beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on the east side of the Jordan, were
given them out of the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its
pasture lands, Jahzah with its pasture lands,

79Kedemoth with its pasture lands, andMephaath with its pasture lands;
80 and out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture lands,

Mahanaimwith its pasture lands,
81Heshbonwith its pasture lands, and Jazer with its pasture lands.

7
1Of the sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron, four.
2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam, and Shemuel,

heads of their fathers’ houses, of Tola; mighty men of valor in their gen-
erations. Their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand six
hundred.

3 The son of Uzzi: Izrahiah. The sons of Izrahiah: Michael, Obadiah, Joel,
and Isshiah, five; all of them chief men.

4With them, by their generations, after their fathers’ houses, were bands
of the army for war, thirty-six thousand; for they hadmanywives and sons.

5 Their brothers among all the families of Issachar, mighty men of valor,
listed in all by genealogy, were eighty-seven thousand.

6The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, and Jediael, three.
7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of

fathers’ houses, mighty men of valor; and they were listed by genealogy
twenty-two thousand thirty-four.
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8 The sons of Becher: Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth,
Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these were the sons of Becher.

9 They were listed by genealogy, after their generations, heads of their
fathers’ houses, mighty men of valor, twenty thousand two hundred.

10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. The sons of Bilhan: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud,
Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar.

11 All these were sons of Jediael, according to the heads of their fathers’
households, mighty men of valor, seventeen thousand two hundred, who
were able to go out in the army for war.

12Sowere Shuppim, Huppim, the sons of Ir, Hushim, and the sons of Aher.
13 The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, Shallum, and the sons of

Bilhah.
14The sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom his concubine the Aramitess bore.

She boreMachir the father of Gilead.
15Machir took a wife of Huppim and Shuppim, whose sister’s name was

Maacah. The name of the second was Zelophehad; and Zelophehad had
daughters.

16Maacah the wife of Machir bore a son, and she named him Peresh. The
name of his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and Rakem.

17 The sons of Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh.

18His sister Hammolecheth bore Ishhod, Abiezer, andMahlah.
19The sons of Shemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.
20The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah

his son, Tahath his son,
21Zabadhis son, Shuthelahhis son, Ezer, andElead,whomthemenofGath

whowereborn in the landkilled, because theycamedownto takeaway their
livestock.

22 Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brothers came to
comfort him.

23Hewent in to his wife, and she conceived and bore a son, and he named
him Beriah,* because there was trouble with his house.

24 His daughter was Sheerah, who built Beth Horon the lower and the
upper, and Uzzen Sheerah.

25Rephahwas his son, Resheph his son, Telah his son, Tahan his son,
26Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son,
27Nun his son, and Joshua his son.
28 Their possessions and settlements were Bethel and its towns, and

eastward Naaran, andwestward Gezer with its towns; Shechem also and its
towns, to Azzah and its towns;

29 and by the borders of the children of Manasseh, Beth Shean and its
towns, Taanachand its towns,Megiddo and its towns, andDor and its towns.
The children of Joseph the son of Israel lived in these.

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah. Serah was their
sister.

31The sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel, whowas the father of Birzaith.
32Heber became the father of Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and Shua their

sister.
33 The sons of Japhlet: Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are the

children of Japhlet.

* 7:23 “Beriah” is similar to the Hebrewword for “misfortune”.
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34The sons of Shemer: Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram.
35The sons of Helem his brother: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.
36The sons of Zophah: Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah,
37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera.
38The sons of Jether: Jephunneh, Pispa, and Ara.
39The sons of Ulla: Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia.
40All thesewere the children of Asher, heads of the fathers’ houses, choice

andmighty men of valor, chief of the princes. The number of them listed by
genealogy for service in war was twenty-six thousandmen.

8
1 Benjamin became the father of Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second,

Aharah the third,
2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.
3Bela had sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
6These are the sons of Ehud. These are the heads of fathers’ households of

the inhabitants of Geba, whowere carried captive to Manahath:
7Naaman, Ahijah, andGera,who carried themcaptive; andhebecame the

father of Uzza and Ahihud.
8 Shaharaim became the father of children in the field of Moab, after he

had sent them away. Hushim and Baara were his wives.
9ByHodeshhiswife, hebecame the father of Jobab, Zibia,Mesha,Malcam,
10 Jeuz, Shachia, and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads of fathers’

households.
11By Hushim, he became the father of Abitub and Elpaal.
12The sons of Elpaal: Eber, Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono and Lod,

with its towns;
13 and Beriah and Shema, who were heads of fathers’ households of the

inhabitants of Aijalon, who put to flight the inhabitants of Gath;
14and Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth,
15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder,
16Michael, Ishpah, Joha, the sons of Beriah,
17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber,
18 Ishmerai, Izliah, Jobab, the sons of Elpaal,
19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi,
20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel,
21Adaiah, Beraiah, Shimrath, the sons of Shimei,
22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel,
23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan,
24Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah,
25 Iphdeiah, Penuel, the sons of Shashak,
26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah,
27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, Zichri, and the sons of Jeroham.
28These were heads of fathers’ households throughout their generations,

chief men. These lived in Jerusalem.
29The father of Gibeon, whose wife’s namewasMaacah, lived in Gibeon
30with his firstborn son Abdon, Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab,
31Gedor, Ahio, Zecher,
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32 and Mikloth, who became the father of Shimeah. They also lived with
their families in Jerusalem, near their relatives.

33 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish became the father of Saul. Saul
became the father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal.

34 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal. Merib-baal became the father of
Micah.

35The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz.
36Ahaz became the father of Jehoaddah. Jehoaddah became the father of

Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri became the father of Moza.
37Moza became the father of Binea. Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son,

and Azel his son.
38Azel had six sons, whose names are these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael,

Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel.
39The sons of Eshek his brother: Ulamhis firstborn, Jeush the second, and

Eliphelet the third.
40The sonsofUlamweremightymenofvalor, archers, andhadmanysons,

and grandsons, one hundred fifty. All these were of the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel were listed by genealogies; and behold,* they are written in

the book of the kings of Israel. Judah was carried away captive to Babylon
for their disobedience.

2 Now the first inhabitants who lived in their possessions in their cities
were Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.

3 In Jerusalem, there lived of the children of Judah, of the children of
Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim andManasseh:

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of
Bani, of the children of Perez the son of Judah.

5Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn and his sons.
6Of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their brothers, six hundred ninety.
7Of the sonsofBenjamin: Sallu the sonofMeshullam, the sonofHodaviah,

the son of Hassenuah;
8 and Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of

Michri; and Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of
Ibnijah;

9and theirbrothers, according to their generations, ninehundredfifty-six.
All these menwere heads of fathers’ households by their fathers’ houses.

10Of the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jachin,
11and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok,

the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of God’s house;
12andAdaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashhur, the son ofMalchijah;

and Maasai the son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the
son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer;

13 and their brothers, heads of their fathers’ houses, one thousand seven
hundred sixty; they were very able men for the work of the service of God’s
house.

14Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the
son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;

15and Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, andMattaniah the son ofMica, the son of
Zichri, the son of Asaph,
* 9:1 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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16and Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun;
and Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages of
the Netophathites.

17The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their brothers
(Shallumwas the chief),

18 who previously served in the king’s gate eastward. They were the
gatekeepers for the camp of the children of Levi.

19Shallumwas the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and
his brothers, of his father’s house, the Korahites, were over the work of the
service, keepers of the thresholds of the tent. Their fathers had been over
the LORD’s camp, keepers of the entry.

20 Phinehas the son of Eleazar was ruler over them in time past, and the
LORDwas with him.

21 Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was gatekeeper of the door of the
Tent of Meeting.

22All thesewhowere chosen to be gatekeepers in the thresholdswere two
hundred twelve. These were listed by genealogy in their villages, whom
David and Samuel the seer ordained in their office of trust.

23 So they and their children had the oversight of the gates of the LORD’s
house, even the house of the tent, as guards.

24On the four sideswere thegatekeepers, toward theeast,west, north, and
south.

25Their brothers, in their villages, were to come in every seven days from
time to time to be with them,

26 for the four chief gatekeepers, who were Levites, were in an office of
trust, and were over the rooms and over the treasuries in God’s house.

27They stayed aroundGod’s house, because thatwas their duty; and itwas
their duty to open it morning bymorning.

28Certain of them were in charge of the vessels of service, for these were
brought in by count, and these were taken out by count.

29 Some of them also were appointed over the furniture, and over all
the vessels of the sanctuary, over the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the
frankincense, and the spices.

30 Some of the sons of the priests prepared themixing of the spices.
31 Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the

Korahite, had the office of trust over the things that were baked in pans.
32Someof their brothers, of the sons of theKohathites,were over the show

bread, to prepare it every Sabbath.
33 These are the singers, heads of fathers’ households of the Levites, who

lived in the roomsandwere free fromother service, for theywere employed
in their work day and night.

34Thesewereheads of fathers’households of theLevites, throughout their
generations, chief men. They lived at Jerusalem.

35 Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s name was Maacah, lived in
Gibeon.

36His firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab,
37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, andMikloth.
38 Mikloth became the father of Shimeam. They also lived with their

relatives in Jerusalem, near their relatives.
39 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish became the father of Saul. Saul

became the father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal.
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40 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal. Merib-baal became the father of
Micah.

41The sons of Micah: Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz.
42Ahaz became the father of Jarah. Jarah became the father of Alemeth,

Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri became the father of Moza.
43Mozabecame the father of Binea, Rephaiahhis son, Eleasahhis son, and

Azel his son.
44 Azel had six sons, whose names are Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael,

Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. These were the sons of Azel.

10
1Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and themen of Israel fled from

before the Philistines, and fell down slain onMount Gilboa.
2 The Philistines followed hard after Saul and after his sons; and the

Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, andMalchishua, the sons of Saul.
3The battle went hard against Saul, and the archers overtook him; and he

was distressed by reason of the archers.
4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me

through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and abuseme.”
But his armor bearer would not, for he was terrified. Therefore Saul took

his sword and fell on it.
5When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell on his

sword and died.
6 So Saul died with his three sons; and all his house died together.
7When all themen of Israel whowere in the valley saw that they fled, and

that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities, and fled; and
the Philistines came and lived in them.

8On the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found
Saul and his sons fallen onMount Gilboa.

9 They stripped him and took his head and his armor, then sent into the
land of the Philistines all around to carry the news to their idols and to the
people.

10They put his armor in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in
the house of Dagon.

11When all Jabesh Gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul,
12all the valiantmen arose and took away the body of Saul and the bodies

of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the
oak in Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

13 So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD,
becauseof theLORD’sword,whichhedidn’t keep, andalsobecauseheasked
counsel of one who had a familiar spirit, to inquire,

14and didn’t inquire of the LORD. Therefore he killed him, and turned the
kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.

11
1Then all Israel gathered themselves to David to Hebron, saying, “Behold,

we are your bone and your flesh.
2 In times past, even when Saul was king, it was you who led out and

brought in Israel. The LORD your God said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd
of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over my people Israel.’ ”
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3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and David made a
covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD. They anointed David king
over Israel, according to the LORD’s word by Samuel.

4 David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (also called Jebus); and the
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, were there.

5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David, “You will not come in here!”
Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion. The same is David’s city.

6 David had said, “Whoever strikes the Jebusites first shall be chief and
captain.” Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, and wasmade chief.

7David lived in the stronghold; therefore they called it David’s city.
8He built the city all around, from Millo even around; and Joab repaired

the rest of the city.
9David grew greater and greater, for the LORD of Armies was with him.
10 Now these are the chief of the mighty men whom David had, who

showed themselves strongwith him in his kingdom, togetherwith all Israel,
to make him king, according to the LORD’s word concerning Israel.

11This is the number of themightymenwhomDavid had: Jashobeam, the
son of a Hachmonite, the chief of the thirty; he lifted up his spear against
three hundred and killed them at one time.

12After himwas Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, whowas one of the
threemighty men.

13 He was with David at Pasdammim, and there the Philistines were
gathered together to battle, where there was a plot of ground full of barley;
and the people fled from before the Philistines.

14 They stood in the middle of the plot, defended it, and killed the
Philistines; and the LORD saved them by a great victory.

15 Three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David, into the
caveofAdullam; and thearmyof thePhilistineswereencamped in thevalley
of Rephaim.

16Davidwas then in the stronghold, and the garrisonof thePhilistineswas
in Bethlehem at that time.

17David longed, and said, “Oh, that someonewould givemewater to drink
from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

18The three broke through the armyof the Philistines, anddrewwater out
of thewell of Bethlehem thatwas by the gate, took it, andbrought it toDavid;
but David would not drink any of it, but poured it out to the LORD,

19and said, “MyGod forbidme, that I shoulddo this! Shall I drink theblood
of these men who have put their lives in jeopardy?” For they risked their
lives to bring it. Therefore he would not drink it. The three mighty men did
these things.

20Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief of the three; for he lifted up his
spear against three hundred and killed them, and had a name among the
three.

21Of the three, he was more honorable than the two, and was made their
captain; however he wasn’t included in the three.

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who
had done mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went
down and killed a lion in themiddle of a pit on a snowy day.
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23He killed an Egyptian, a man of great stature, five cubits* high. In the
Egyptian’s handwas a spear like aweaver’s beam; andhewent down to him
witha staff, plucked the spearout of theEgyptian’shand, andkilledhimwith
his own spear.

24Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did these things and had a name among the
threemighty men.

25 Behold, he was more honorable than the thirty, but he didn’t attain to
the three; and David set him over his guard.

26 The mighty men of the armies also include Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the Pelonite,
28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite,
29 Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite,
30Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite,
31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the

Pirathonite,
32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the Arbathite,
33Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
34 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shagee the

Hararite,
35Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur,
36Hepher theMecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite,
37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai,
38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of Hagri,
39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite (the armor bearer of Joab

the son of Zeruiah),
40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
41Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai,
42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite (a chief of the Reubenites), and

thirty with him,
43Hanan the son of Maacah, Joshaphat the Mithnite,
44Uzzia theAshterathite, Shamaand Jeiel the sons ofHotham theAroerite,
45 Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite,
46Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and

Ithmah theMoabite,
47Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1Now these are those who came to David to Ziklag while hewas a fugitive

from Saul the son of Kish. They were among the mighty men, his helpers in
war.

2They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the
left in slinging stones and in shooting arrows from the bow. They were of
Saul’s relatives of the tribe of Benjamin.

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite;
Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; Beracah; Jehu the Anathothite;

4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty and a leader of
the thirty; Jeremiah; Jahaziel; Johanan; Jozabad the Gederathite;

5Eluzai; Jerimoth; Bealiah; Shemariah; Shephatiah the Haruphite;

* 11:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. Therefore this Egyptianwas about 7 feet and 6 inches or 2.28meters tall.
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6Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites;
7and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.
8 Some Gadites joined David in the stronghold in the wilderness, mighty

menofvalor,men trained forwar,whocouldhandle shieldandspear;whose
faceswere like the faces of lions, and theywere as swift as the gazelles on the
mountains:

9Ezer the chief, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third,
10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth,
11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
13 Jeremiah the tenth, andMachbannai the eleventh.
14 These of the sons of Gad were captains of the army. He who was least

was equal to one hundred, and the greatest to one thousand.
15Theseare thosewhowentover the Jordan in thefirstmonth,when ithad

overflowed all its banks; and they put to flight all who lived in the valleys,
both toward the east and toward the west.

16 Some of the children of Benjamin and Judah came to the stronghold to
David.

17 David went out to meet them, and answered them, “If you have come
peaceably tome tohelpme,myheartwill beunitedwith you; but if youhave
come to betray me to my adversaries, since there is no wrong in my hands,
may the God of our fathers see this and rebuke it.”

18Then the Spirit cameonAmasai, whowas chief of the thirty, andhe said,
“We are yours, David, and on your side, you son of Jesse. Peace, peace be
to you, and peace be to your helpers; for your God helps you.” Then David
received them andmade them captains of the band.

19Some of Manasseh also joined David when he camewith the Philistines
against Saul to battle, but they didn’t help them, for the lords of the
Philistines sent him away after consultation, saying, “He will desert to his
master Saul to the jeopardy of our heads.”

20As hewent to Ziklag, some fromManasseh joined him: Adnah, Jozabad,
Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, captains of thousands who
were of Manasseh.

21They helped David against the band of raiders, for they were all mighty
men of valor and were captains in the army.

22 For from day to day men came to David to help him, until there was a
great army, like God’s army.

23 These are the numbers of the heads of those who were armed for war,
who came to David to Hebron to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according
to the LORD’s word.

24 The children of Judah who bore shield and spear were six thousand
eight hundred, armed for war.

25 Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valor for the war: seven
thousand one hundred.

26Of the children of Levi: four thousand six hundred.
27 Jehoiada was the leader of the household of Aaron; and with him were

three thousand seven hundred,
28 and Zadok, a young man mighty of valor, and of his father’s house

twenty-two captains.
29Of the children of Benjamin, Saul’s relatives: three thousand, for until

then, the greatest part of them had kept their allegiance to Saul’s house.
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30 Of the children of Ephraim: twenty thousand eight hundred, mighty
men of valor, famousmen in their fathers’ houses.

31Of the half-tribe ofManasseh: eighteen thousand, whowerementioned
by name, to come andmake David king.

32Of the children of Issachar, menwho had understanding of the times, to
know what Israel ought to do, their heads were two hundred; and all their
brothers were at their command.

33Of Zebulun, such as were able to go out in the army, who could set the
battle inarraywithall kindsof instruments ofwar: fifty thousandwhocould
command andwere not of double heart.

34 Of Naphtali: one thousand captains, and with them with shield and
spear thirty-seven thousand.

35Of the Danites who could set the battle in array: twenty-eight thousand
six hundred.

36OfAsher, suchaswere able to goout in the army,who could set thebattle
in array: forty thousand.

37On the other side of the Jordan, of theReubenites, theGadites, and of the
half-tribe of Manasseh, with all kinds of instruments of war for the battle:
one hundred twenty thousand.

38All these were men of war who could order the battle array, and came
with a perfect heart to Hebron tomakeDavid king over all Israel; and all the
rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king.

39 They were there with David three days, eating and drinking; for their
brothers had supplied provisions for them.

40 Moreover those who were near to them, as far as Issachar, Zebulun,
andNaphtali, brought bread on donkeys, on camels, onmules, and on oxen:
supplies of flour, cakes of figs, clusters of raisins, wine, oil, cattle, and sheep
in abundance; for there was joy in Israel.

13
1David consulted with the captains of thousands and of hundreds, even

with every leader.
2David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if it

is of the LORD our God, let’s sendword everywhere to our brothers who are
left in all the land of Israel, with whom the priests and Levites are in their
cities that have pasture lands, that theymay gather themselves to us.

3Also, let’s bring the ark of our God back to us again, for we didn’t seek it
in the days of Saul.”

4All the assembly said that theywould do so, for the thingwas right in the
eyes of all the people.

5 So David assembled all Israel together, from the Shihor River of Egypt
even to the entrance of Hamath, to bring God’s ark from Kiriath Jearim.

6David went up with all Israel to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath Jearim, which
belonged to Judah, to bring up from thereGod the LORD’s ark that sits above
the cherubim, that is called by the Name.

7 They carried God’s ark on a new cart, and brought it out of Abinadab’s
house; and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.

8 David and all Israel played before God with all their might, even with
songs, with harps, with stringed instruments, with tambourines, with cym-
bals, and with trumpets.
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9Whentheycame toChidon’s threshingfloor,Uzzaputouthishand tohold
the ark, for the oxen stumbled.

10 The LORD’s anger burned against Uzza, and he struck him because he
put his hand on the ark; and he died there before God.

11David was displeased, because the LORD had broken out against Uzza.
He called that place Perez Uzza, to this day.

12 David was afraid of God that day, saying, “How can I bring God’s ark
home tome?”

13 So David didn’t move the ark with him into David’s city, but carried it
aside into Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house.

14 God’s ark remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house three
months; and the LORD blessed Obed-Edom’s house and all that he had.

14
1Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David with cedar trees, masons,

and carpenters, to build him a house.
2David perceived that the LORD had established him king over Israel, for

his kingdomwas highly exalted, for his people Israel’s sake.
3 David took more wives in Jerusalem, and David became the father of

more sons and daughters.
4 These are the names of the children whom he had in Jerusalem: Sham-

mua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,
5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,
6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
8When the Philistines heard that David was anointed king over all Israel,

all the Philistineswent up to seek David; andDavid heard of it, andwent out
against them.

9Now the Philistines had come andmade a raid in the valley of Rephaim.
10David inquired ofGod, saying, “Shall I goupagainst the Philistines? Will

you deliver them intomy hand?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up; for I will deliver them into your hand.”
11So they came up to Baal Perazim, andDavid defeated them there. David

said, God has broken my enemies by my hand, like waters breaking out.
Therefore they called the name of that place Baal Perazim.*

12 They left their gods there; and David gave a command, and they were
burned with fire.

13The Philistines made another raid in the valley.
14David inquired again of God; and God said to him, “You shall not go up

after them. Turn away from them, and comeon themopposite themulberry
trees.

15When you hear the sound ofmarching in the tops of themulberry trees,
then go out to battle; for God has gone out before you to strike the army of
the Philistines.”

16David did as God commanded him; and they attacked the army of the
Philistines from Gibeon even to Gezer.

17 The fame of David went out into all lands; and the LORD brought the
fear of him on all nations.

* 14:11 “Baal Perazim” means “The Lord who breaks out”.
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15
1David made himself houses in David’s city; and he prepared a place for

God’s ark, and pitched a tent for it.
2ThenDavid said, “Noone ought to carryGod’s ark but the Levites. For the

LORD has chosen them to carry God’s ark, and to minister to him forever.”
3David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem, to bring up the LORD’s ark to its

place, which he had prepared for it.
4David gathered together the sons of Aaron and the Levites:
5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, and his brothers one hundred

twenty;
6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, and his brothers two hundred

twenty;
7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, and his brothers one hundred

thirty;
8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and his brothers two

hundred;
9of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, and his brothers eighty;
10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and his brothers one

hundred twelve.
11David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for

Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab,
12 and said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers’ households of the

Levites. Sanctify yourselves, bothyouandyourbrothers, that youmaybring
the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, up to the place that I have prepared
for it.

13 For because you didn’t carry it at first, the LORD our God broke out in
anger against us, because we didn’t seek him according to the ordinance.”

14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark
of the LORD, the God of Israel.

15 The children of the Levites bore God’s ark on their shoulders with its
poles, as Moses commanded according to the LORD’s word.

16 David spoke to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brothers as
singers with instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cym-
bals, sounding aloud and lifting up their voices with joy.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brothers,
Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brothers, Ethan
the son of Kushaiah;

18 and with them their brothers of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben,
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah,
Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the doorkeepers.

19So the singers, Heman, Asaph, andEthan,were given cymbals of bronze
to sound aloud;

20 and Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and
Benaiah, with stringed instruments set to Alamoth;

21 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah,
with harps tuned to the eight-stringed lyre, to lead.

22 Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was over the singing. He taught the
singers, because he was skillful.

23Berechiah and Elkanahwere doorkeepers for the ark.
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24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and
Eliezer, the priests, blew the trumpets beforeGod’s ark; andObed-Edomand
Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark.

25 So David, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to
bring the ark of the LORD’s covenant up out of the house of Obed-Edomwith
joy.

26When God helped the Levites who bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant,
they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who
bore the ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the choir master with the singers;
and David had an ephod of linen on him.

28Thus all Israel brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant upwith shouting,
with sound of the cornet, with trumpets, and with cymbals, sounding aloud
with stringed instruments and harps.

29 As the ark of the LORD’s covenant came to David’s city, Michal the
daughter of Saul looked out at thewindow, and saw king David dancing and
playing; and she despised him in her heart.

16
1They brought in God’s ark, and set it in the middle of the tent that David

had pitched for it; and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before God.

2 When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the peace
offerings, he blessed the people in the LORD’s name.

3He gave to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf
of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.

4He appointed some of the Levites tominister before the LORD’s ark, and
to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel:

5Asaph the chief, and second to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth,
Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, with stringed
instruments and with harps; and Asaphwith cymbals, sounding aloud;

6with Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests with trumpets continually, before
the ark of the covenant of God.

7Then on that dayDavidfirst ordained giving of thanks to the LORDby the
hand of Asaph and his brothers.
8Oh give thanks to the LORD.

Call on his name.
Make what he has done known among the peoples.

9 Sing to him.
Sing praises to him.
Tell of all his marvelous works.

10Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

11 Seek the LORD and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

12Remember his marvelous works that he has done,
his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth,

13you offspring* of Israel his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

* 16:13 or, seed
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14He is the LORD our God.
His judgments are in all the earth.

15Remember his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a thousand generations,
16 the covenant which hemade with Abraham,
his oath to Isaac.

17He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,

18 saying, “I will give you the land of Canaan,
The lot of your inheritance,”
19when youwere but a fewmen in number,
yes, very few, and foreigners in it.

20They went about from nation to nation,
from one kingdom to another people.

21He allowed noman to do themwrong.
Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,

22 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!
Domy prophets no harm!”

23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Display his salvation from day to day.

24Declare his glory among the nations,
and his marvelous works among all the peoples.

25For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised.
He also is to be feared above all gods.

26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the LORDmade the heavens.

27Honor andmajesty are before him.
Strength and gladness are in his place.

28Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!

29Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name.
Bring an offering, and come before him.
Worship the LORD in holy array.

30Tremble before him, all the earth.
The world also is established that it can’t be moved.

31Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice!
Let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!”

32Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
Let the field exult, and all that is in it!

33Then the trees of the forest will sing for joy before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.

34Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures forever.

35 Say, “Save us, God of our salvation!
Gather us together and deliver us from the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise.”

36Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
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from everlasting even to everlasting.
All the people said, “Amen,” and praised the LORD.
37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the LORD’s

covenant, to minister before the ark continually, as every day’s work
required;

38andObed-Edomwith their sixty-eight relatives; Obed-Edomalso the son
of Jeduthun and Hosah to be doorkeepers;

39 and Zadok the priest and his brothers the priests, before the LORD’s
tabernacle in the high place that was at Gibeon,

40 to offer burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering
continuallymorning and evening, even according to all that iswritten in the
LORD’s law, which he commanded to Israel;

41andwith themHemanand Jeduthunand the restwhowere chosen,who
were mentioned by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because his loving
kindness endures forever;

42 and with them Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals for
those that should sound aloud, and with instruments for the songs of God,
and the sons of Jeduthun to be at the gate.

43All the people departed, each man to his house; and David returned to
bless his house.

17
1When David was living in his house, David said to Nathan the prophet,

“Behold, I live in a cedar house, but the ark of the LORD’s covenant is in a
tent.”

2Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your heart; for God is with you.”
3That same night, the word of God came to Nathan, saying,
4 “Go and tell Davidmy servant, ‘The LORD says, “You shall not buildme a

house to dwell in;
5 for I have not lived in a house since the day that I brought up Israel to this

day, but have gone from tent to tent, and from one tent to another.
6 In all places in which I have walked with all Israel, did I speak a word

with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to be shepherd of my
people, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7 “Now therefore, you shall tell my servant David, ‘The LORD of Armies
says, “I took you from the sheep pen, from following the sheep, to be prince
over my people Israel.

8 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. I will make you a name like the name of the great
ones who are in the earth.

9 I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in their own place, and be moved no more. The children
of wickedness will not waste them anymore, as at the first,

10and from the day that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel.
I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover I tell you that the LORDwill build
you a house.

11 It will happen, when your days are fulfilled that youmust go to be with
your fathers, that I will set up your offspring after you, who will be of your
sons; and I will establish his kingdom.

12Hewill build me a house, and I will establish his throne forever.
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13 I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will not take my loving
kindness away from him, as I took it from himwhowas before you;

14but I will settle him inmy house and inmy kingdom forever. His throne
will be established forever.” ’ ”

15According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so Nathan
spoke to David.

16ThenDavid the kingwent in and sat before the LORD; andhe said, “Who
am I, LORD God, and what is my house, that you have brought me this far?

17This was a small thing in your eyes, O God, but you have spoken of your
servant’s house for a great while to come, and have respectedme according
to the standard of a man of high degree, LORD God.

18What canDavid say yetmore to you concerning thehonorwhich is done
to your servant? For you know your servant.

19 LORD, for your servant’s sake, and according to your own heart, you
have done all this greatness, to make known all these great things.

20 LORD, there is no one like you, neither is there any God besides you,
according to all that we have heard with our ears.

21What one nation in the earth is like your people Israel, whomGodwent
to redeemtohimself for apeople, tomakeyouanamebygreat andawesome
things, in driving out nations frombefore your peoplewhomyou redeemed
out of Egypt?

22 For you made your people Israel your own people forever; and you,
LORD, became their God.

23Now, LORD, let theword that youhave spoken concerning your servant,
andconcerninghishouse, beestablished forever, anddoasyouhavespoken.

24Let your name be established andmagnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD
of Armies is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel. The house of David your
servant is established before you.’

25For you, my God, have revealed to your servant that you will build him
a house. Therefore your servant has found courage to pray before you.

26 Now, LORD, you are God, and have promised this good thing to your
servant.

27Now it has pleased you to bless the house of your servant, that it may
continue forever before you; for you, LORD, have blessed, and it is blessed
forever.”

18
1 After this, David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and took

Gath and its towns out of the hand of the Philistines.
2 He defeated Moab; and the Moabites became servants to David and

brought tribute.
3David defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah, toward Hamath, as he went to

establish his dominion by the river Euphrates.
4David took from him one thousand chariots, seven thousand horsemen,

and twenty thousand footmen; and David hamstrung all the chariot horses,
but reserved of them enough for one hundred chariots.

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah,
David struck twenty-two thousandmen of the Syrians.

6Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became
servants to David and brought tribute. The LORD gave victory to David
wherever he went.
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7 David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadadezer,
and brought them to Jerusalem.

8 From Tibhath and from Cun, cities of Hadadezer, David took very much
bronze, with which Solomon made the bronze sea, the pillars, and the
vessels of bronze.

9When Tou king of Hamath heard that David had struck all the army of
Hadadezer king of Zobah,

10 he sent Hadoram his son to King David to greet him and to bless him,
because he had fought against Hadadezer and struck him (for Hadadezer
had wars with Tou); and he had with him all kinds of vessels of gold and
silver and bronze.

11KingDavid also dedicated these to theLORD,with the silver and the gold
that he carried away from all the nations: from Edom, fromMoab, from the
children of Ammon, from the Philistines, and from Amalek.

12Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah struck eighteen thousand of the
Edomites in the Valley of Salt.

13 He put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became servants to
David. The LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.

14David reigned over all Israel; and he executed justice and righteousness
for all his people.

15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud was recorder;

16Zadok the sonofAhitubandAbimelech the sonofAbiatharwerepriests;
Shavsha was scribe;

17 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the
Pelethites; and the sons of David were chief officials serving the king.

19
1After this, Nahash the king of the children of Ammon died, and his son

reigned in his place.
2David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, because

his father showed kindness to me.”
So David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. David’s

servants came into the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun to comfort
him.

3But the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun, “Do you think
thatDavidhonors your father, in that hehas sent comforters to you? Haven’t
his servants come to you to search, to overthrow, and to spy out the land?”

4SoHanun tookDavid’s servants, shaved them, and cut off their garments
in themiddle at their buttocks, and sent them away.

5 Then some people went and told David how the men were treated. He
sent tomeet them; for themenwere greatly humiliated. The king said, “Stay
at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.”

6When the childrenofAmmonsaw that theyhadmade themselves odious
to David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent one thousand talents*
of silver to hire chariots and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, out of Aram-
maacah, and out of Zobah.

7 So they hired for themselves thirty-two thousand chariots, and the king
of Maacah with his people, who came and encamped near Medeba. The

* 19:6 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tons
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children of Ammon gathered themselves together from their cities, and
came to battle.

8WhenDavidheard of it, he sent Joabwith all the armyof themightymen.
9The children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at the gate

of the city; and the kings who had comewere by themselves in the field.
10 Now when Joab saw that the battle was set against him before and

behind, he chose some of all the choice men of Israel, and put them in array
against the Syrians.

11The rest of thepeoplehe committed into thehandofAbishai his brother;
and they put themselves in array against the children of Ammon.

12He said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you are to help me;
but if the children of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will help you.

13Be courageous, and let’s be strong for our people and for the cities of our
God. May the LORD do that which seems good to him.”

14So Joab and the peoplewhowerewith him came near to the front of the
Syrians to the battle; and they fled before him.

15 When the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians had fled, they
likewise fled before Abishai his brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab
came to Jerusalem.

16 When the Syrians saw that they were defeated by Israel, they sent
messengers and called out the Syrians who were beyond the River,† with
Shophach the captain of the army of Hadadezer leading them.

17David was told that, so he gathered all Israel together, passed over the
Jordan, came to them, and set the battle in array against them. So when
David had put the battle in array against the Syrians, they fought with him.

18The Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed of the Syrianmen seven
thousand charioteers and forty thousand footmen, andalso killed Shophach
the captain of the army.

19When the servants of Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel,
they made peace with David and served him. The Syrians would not help
the children of Ammon anymore.

20
1At the timeof thereturnof theyear, at the timewhenkingsgoout, Joab led

out the army and wasted the country of the children of Ammon, and came
and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. Joab struck Rabbah,
and overthrew it.

2David took thecrownof theirking fromoffhishead, and found it toweigh
a talent of gold,* and there were precious stones in it. It was set on David’s
head, and he brought verymuch plunder out of the city.

3He brought out the people who were in it, and had them cut with saws,
with iron picks, andwith axes. David did so to all the cities of the children of
Ammon. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

4 After this, war arose at Gezer with the Philistines. Then Sibbecai the
Hushathite killed Sippai, of the sons of the giant; and they were subdued.

5 Again there was war with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair
killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was
like a weaver’s beam.
† 19:16 or, the Euphrates River * 20:2 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy
ounces
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6 There was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature,
whohad twenty-four fingers and toes, six on eachhand and six on each foot;
and he also was born to the giant.

7Whenhedefied Israel, Jonathan the sonof Shimea,David’sbrother, killed
him.

8These were born to the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand of David
and by the hand of his servants.

21
1Satan stood up against Israel, andmovedDavid to take a census of Israel.
2David said to Joab and to the princes of the people, “Go, count Israel from

Beersheba even to Dan; and bring me word, that I may know how many
there are.”

3 Joab said, “May the LORD make his people a hundred times as many as
they are. But, my lord the king, aren’t they all my lord’s servants? Why does
my lord require this thing? Whywill he be a cause of guilt to Israel?”

4 Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab. Therefore Joab
departed andwent throughout all Israel, then came to Jerusalem.

5 Joab gave the sum of the census of the people to David. All those of Israel
were one million one hundred thousand men who drew a sword; and in
Judah were four hundred seventy thousandmenwho drew a sword.

6But he didn’t count Levi and Benjamin among them, for the king’s word
was abominable to Joab.

7Godwas displeased with this thing; therefore he struck Israel.
8David said to God, “I have sinned greatly, in that I have done this thing.

But now put away, I beg you, the iniquity of your servant, for I have done
very foolishly.”

9The LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer, saying,
10“Goand speak toDavid, saying, ‘TheLORDsays, “I offer you three things.

Choose one of them, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”
11 So Gad came to David and said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Take your

choice:
12 either three years of famine; or three months to be consumed before

your foes, while the sword of your enemies overtakes you; or else three days
of the sword of the LORD, even pestilence in the land, and the LORD’s angel
destroying throughout all the borders of Israel. Now therefore consider
what answer I shall return to himwho sent me.’ ”

13David said to Gad, “I am in distress. Let me fall, I pray, into the LORD’s
hand, for his mercies are very great. Don’t let me fall into man’s hand.”

14 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel, and seventy thousand men of
Israel fell.

15God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As hewas about to destroy,
the LORD saw, and he relented of the disaster, and said to the destroying
angel, “It is enough. Now withdraw your hand.” the LORD’s angel was
standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

16 David lifted up his eyes, and saw the LORD’s angel standing between
earth and the sky, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over
Jerusalem.
Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces.
17David said to God, “Isn’t it I who commanded the people to be counted?

It is even I who have sinned and done very wickedly; but these sheep, what



1 Chronicles 21:18 557 1 Chronicles 22:5

have they done? Please let your hand, O LORD my God, be against me and
against my father’s house; but not against your people, that they should be
plagued.”

18Then the LORD’s angel commanded Gad to tell David that David should
go up and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

19Davidwent up at the saying of Gad, which he spoke in the LORD’s name.
20Ornan turned back and saw the angel; and his four sonswhowerewith

him hid themselves. Now Ornanwas threshing wheat.
21As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David, and went out of

the threshing floor, and bowed himself to David with his face to the ground.
22Then David said to Ornan, “Sell me the place of this threshing floor, that

Imay build an altar to the LORD on it. You shall sell it tome for the full price,
that the plaguemay be stopped from afflicting the people.”

23Ornansaid toDavid, “Take it foryourself, and letmy lord thekingdo that
which is good in his eyes. Behold, I give the oxen for burnt offerings, and the
threshing instruments for wood, and the wheat for the meal offering. I give
it all.”

24KingDavid said toOrnan, “No, but Iwillmost certainly buy it for the full
price. For I will not take that which is yours for the LORD, nor offer a burnt
offering that costs me nothing.”

25 So David gave to Ornan six hundred shekels* of gold by weight for the
place.

26David built an altar to the LORD there, and offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings, and called on the LORD; and he answered him from the sky
by fire on the altar of burnt offering.

27 Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword back into
its sheath.

28At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there.

29 For the LORD’s tabernacle, which Moses made in the wilderness, and
the altar of burnt offering, were at that time in the high place at Gibeon.

30 But David couldn’t go before it to inquire of God, for he was afraid
because of the sword of the LORD’s angel.

22
1Then David said, “This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar

of burnt offering for Israel.”
2David gave orders to gather together the foreignerswhowere in the land

of Israel; and he set masons to cut dressed stones to build God’s house.
3David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates

and for the couplings, and bronze in abundance without weight,
4and cedar treeswithout number, for the Sidonians and thepeople of Tyre

brought cedar trees in abundance to David.
5David said, “Solomonmy son is young and tender, and thehouse that is to

be built for the LORDmust be exceedinglymagnificent, of fame and of glory
throughout all countries. I will thereforemake preparation for it.” So David
prepared abundantly before his death.
* 21:25 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms
or about 192 Troy ounces.
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6Thenhecalled for Solomonhis son, andcommandedhimtobuildahouse
for the LORD, the God of Israel.

7David said to Solomon his son, “As for me, it was in my heart to build a
house to the name of the LORDmy God.

8 But the LORD’s word came to me, saying, ‘You have shed blood abun-
dantly and have made great wars. You shall not build a house to my name,
because you have shedmuch blood on the earth inmy sight.

9Behold, a son shall be born to you,who shall be amanof peace. Iwill give
him rest fromall his enemies all around; for his name shall be Solomon, and
I will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days.

10He shall build a house formy name; and hewill bemy son, and I will be
his father; and Iwill establish the throne of his kingdomover Israel forever.’

11Now,my son,may the LORD bewith you and prosper you, and build the
house of the LORD your God, as he has spoken concerning you.

12May the LORD give you discretion and understanding, and put you in
charge of Israel, so that youmay keep the law of the LORD your God.

13 Then you will prosper, if you observe to do the statutes and the
ordinances which the LORD gave Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and
courageous. Don’t be afraid and don’t be dismayed.

14Now, behold, in my affliction I have prepared for the LORD’s house one
hundred thousand talents* of gold, onemillion talents† of silver, and bronze
and ironwithoutweight; for it is in abundance. I have also prepared timber
and stone; and youmay add to them.

15 There are also workmen with you in abundance—cutters and workers
of stone and timber, and all kinds of men who are skillful in every kind of
work;

16of the gold, the silver, the bronze, and the iron, there is no number. Arise
and be doing, andmay the LORD be with you.”

17David also commanded all the princes of Israel to help Solomon his son,
saying,

18 “Isn’t the LORD your God with you? Hasn’t he given you rest on every
side? For he has delivered the inhabitants of the land intomy hand; and the
land is subdued before the LORD and before his people.

19Now set your heart and your soul to follow the LORD your God. Arise
therefore, and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the
LORD’s covenant and the holy vessels of God into the house that is to be built
for the LORD’s name.”

23
1Now David was old and full of days; and he made Solomon his son king

over Israel.
2 He gathered together all the princes of Israel, with the priests and the

Levites.
3 The Levites were counted from thirty years old and upward; and their

number by their polls, man byman, was thirty-eight thousand.
4David said, “Of these, twenty-four thousandwere to oversee the work of

the LORD’s house, six thousand were officers and judges,

* 22:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 100,000 talents is about 3
metric tons † 22:14 about 30,000metric tons
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5 four thousand were doorkeepers, and four thousand praised the LORD
with the instruments which I made for giving praise.”

6Daviddivided them intodivisions according to the sons of Levi: Gershon,
Kohath, andMerari.

7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, Zetham, and Joel, three.
9The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel, andHaran, three. Thesewere the

heads of the fathers’ households of Ladan.
10The sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, Jeush, andBeriah. These fourwere the

sons of Shimei.
11 Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second; but Jeush and Beriah didn’t

havemany sons; therefore they became a fathers’ house in one reckoning.
12The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four.
13The sons of Amram: Aaron andMoses; andAaronwas separated that he

should sanctify themost holy things, he andhis sons forever, to burn incense
before the LORD, to minister to him, and to bless in his name forever.

14But as for Moses the man of God, his sons were named among the tribe
of Levi.

15The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer.
16The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the chief.
17The sonofEliezerwasRehabiah the chief; andEliezerhadnoother sons,

but the sons of Rehabiah were verymany.
18The son of Izhar: Shelomith the chief.
19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the

third, and Jekameam the fourth.
20The sons of Uzziel: Micah the chief, and Isshiah the second.
21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and

Kish.
22 Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daughters only; and their relatives,

the sons of Kish, took them as wives.
23The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth, three.
24Thesewere the sons of Levi after their fathers’houses, even the heads of

the fathers’houses of thosewhowere counted individually, in thenumberof
names by their polls, who did the work for the service of the LORD’s house,
from twenty years old and upward.

25ForDavid said, “TheLORD, theGodof Israel, has given rest to his people;
and he dwells in Jerusalem forever.

26 Also the Levites will no longer need to carry the tabernacle and all its
vessels for its service.”

27 For by the last words of David the sons of Levi were counted, from
twenty years old and upward.

28 For their duty was to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service of the
LORD’s house—in the courts, in the rooms, and in the purifying of all holy
things, even the work of the service of God’s house;

29 for the show bread also, and for the fine flour for a meal offering,
whether of unleavened wafers, or of that which is baked in the pan, or of
that which is soaked, and for all measurements of quantity and size;

30and to stand everymorning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise
in the evening;
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31 and to offer all burnt offerings to the LORD on the Sabbaths, on the
new moons, and on the set feasts, in number according to the ordinance
concerning them, continually before the LORD;

32and that they should keep the duty of the Tent ofMeeting, the duty of the
holy place, and the duty of the sons of Aaron their brothers for the service of
the LORD’s house.

24
1Thesewere the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron: Nadab,

Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children;

therefore Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests.
3 David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar and Ahimelech of the sons of

Ithamar, divided them according to their ordering in their service.
4Thereweremore chief men found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons

of Ithamar; and theywere divided like this: of the sons of Eleazar therewere
sixteen, heads of fathers’ houses; and of the sons of Ithamar, according to
their fathers’ houses, eight.

5 Thus they were divided impartially by drawing lots; for there were
princes of the sanctuary and princes of God, both of the sons of Eleazar, and
of the sons of Ithamar.

6 Shemaiah the son of Nethanel the scribe, who was of the Levites, wrote
them in the presence of the king, the princes, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech
the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the fathers’ households of the priests
and of the Levites; one fathers’ house being taken for Eleazar, and one taken
for Ithamar.

7Now the first lot came out to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,
8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,
9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin,
10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,
11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah,
12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim,
13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,
14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer,
15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez,
16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezkel,
17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul,
18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, and the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.
19This was their ordering in their service, to come into the LORD’s house

according to the ordinance given to thembyAaron their father, as the LORD,
the God of Israel, had commanded him.

20Of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons
of Shubael, Jehdeiah.

21Of Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief.
22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath.
23The sons of Hebron: Jeriah, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and

Jekameam the fourth.
24The sons of Uzziel: Micah; of the sons of Micah, Shamir.
25The brother of Micah: Isshiah; of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah.
26The sons of Merari: Mahli andMushi. The son of Jaaziah: Beno.
27The sons of Merari by Jaaziah: Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.
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28OfMahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.
29Of Kish, the son of Kish: Jerahmeel.
30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of

the Levites after their fathers’ houses.
31 These likewise cast lots even as their brothers the sons of Aaron in the

presence of David the king, Zadok, Ahimelech, and the heads of the fathers’
households of the priests and of the Levites, the fathers’ households of the
chief even as those of his younger brother.

25
1Moreover, David and the captains of the army set apart for the service

certain of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who were to
prophesy with harps, with stringed instruments, and with cymbals. The
number of those who did the work according to their service was:

2of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, andAsharelah. The sons
of Asaphwere under the hand of Asaph, who prophesied at the order of the
king.

3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei,
Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the hands of their father Jeduthun,
who prophesied in giving thanks and praising the LORDwith the harp.

4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jer-
imoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah,
Mallothi, Hothir, andMahazioth.

5All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in the words of God, to
lift up the horn. God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

6 All these were under the hands of their father for song in the LORD’s
house, with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of
God’shouse: Asaph, Jeduthun, andHemanbeingunder theorderof theking.

7The number of them,with their brotherswhowere instructed in singing
to the LORD, even all who were skillful, was two hundred eighty-eight.

8They cast lots for their offices, all alike, the small as well as the great, the
teacher as well as the student.

9Now the first lot came out for Asaph to Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, he
and his brothers and sons were twelve;

10 the third to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
11 the fourth to Izri, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
16 the ninth to Mattaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
18 the eleventh to Azarel, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
20 for the thirteenth, Shubael, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
21 for the fourteenth, Mattithiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
22 for the fifteenth to Jeremoth, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
23 for the sixteenth to Hananiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
24 for the seventeenth to Joshbekashah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
25 for the eighteenth to Hanani, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
26 for the nineteenth to Mallothi, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
27 for the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
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28 for the twenty-first to Hothir, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
29 for the twenty-second to Giddalti, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
30 for the twenty-third to Mahazioth, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
31 for the twenty-fourth to Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brothers,

twelve.

26
1 For the divisions of the doorkeepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the

son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.
2 Meshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second,

Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth,
3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, and Eliehoenai the seventh.
4 Obed-Edom had sons: Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second,

Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth,
5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, andPeullethai theeighth; forGod

blessed him.
6 Sons were also born to Shemaiah his son, who ruled over the house of

their father; for they weremighty men of valor.
7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed, and Elzabad, whose

relatives were valiant men, Elihu, and Semachiah.
8 All these were of the sons of Obed-Edom with their sons and their

brothers, able men in strength for the service: sixty-two of Obed-Edom.
9Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, eighteen valiant men.
10 Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief (for

though he was not the firstborn, yet his father made him chief),
11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, and Zechariah the fourth. All the

sons and brothers of Hosah were thirteen.
12Of these were the divisions of the doorkeepers, even of the chief men,

having offices like their brothers, to minister in the LORD’s house.
13 They cast lots, the small as well as the great, according to their fathers’

houses, for every gate.
14 The lot eastward fell to Shelemiah. Then for Zechariah his son, a wise

counselor, they cast lots; and his lot came out northward.
15To Obed-Edom southward; and to his sons the storehouse.
16 To Shuppim and Hosah westward, by the gate of Shallecheth, at the

causeway that goes up, watchman opposite watchman.
17Eastwardwere six Levites, northward four a day, southward four a day,

and for the storehouse two and two.
18For Parbar westward, four at the causeway, and two at Parbar.
19Thesewere thedivisionsof thedoorkeepers; of the sonsof theKorahites,

and of the sons of Merari.
20Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasures of God’s house and over

the treasures of the dedicated things.
21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, the

heads of the fathers’ households belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli.
22 The sons of Jehieli: Zetham, and Joel his brother, over the treasures of

the LORD’s house.
23Of the Amramites, of the Izharites, of the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites:
24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was ruler over the

treasuries.
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25 His brothers: of Eliezer, Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and
Joram his son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his son.

26 This Shelomoth and his brothers were over all the treasuries of the
dedicated things, which David the king, and the heads of the fathers’
households, the captains over thousands and hundreds, and the captains of
the army, had dedicated.

27They dedicated some of the plunder won in battles to repair the LORD’s
house.

28All that Samuel the seer, Saul the son of Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and
Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicated, whoever had dedicated anything, it
was under the hand of Shelomoth and of his brothers.

29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sonswere appointed to the outward
business over Israel, for officers and judges.

30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brothers, one thousand seven
hundred men of valor, had the oversight of Israel beyond the Jordan
westward, for all the business of the LORD and for the service of the king.

31 Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was the chief of the Hebronites, according
to their generations by fathers’ households. They were sought for in the
fortieth year of the reign of David, and mighty men of valor were found
among them at Jazer of Gilead.

32His relatives, men of valor, were two thousand seven hundred, heads of
fathers’households, whomKingDavidmade overseers over the Reubenites,
theGadites, and thehalf-tribe of theManassites, for everymatter pertaining
to God and for the affairs of the king.

27
1 Now the children of Israel after their number, the heads of fathers’

households and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and their
officers who served the king in any matter of the divisions which came in
and went out month by month throughout all the months of the year—of
every division were twenty-four thousand.

2 Over the first division for the first month was Jashobeam the son of
Zabdiel. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

3He was of the children of Perez, the chief of all the captains of the army
for the first month.

4 Over the division of the second month was Dodai the Ahohite and
his division, and Mikloth the ruler; and in his division were twenty-four
thousand.

5 The third captain of the army for the third month was Benaiah, the son
of Jehoiada the chief priest. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

6 This is that Benaiah who was the mighty man of the thirty and over the
thirty. Of his division was Ammizabad his son.

7The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel the brother of Joab,
and Zebadiah his son after him. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

8 The fifth captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth the Izrahite. In his
division were twenty-four thousand.

9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the
Tekoite. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of
the children of Ephraim. In his division were twenty-four thousand.
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11The eighth captain for the eighthmonthwas Sibbecai theHushathite, of
the Zerahites. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anathothite, of
the Benjamites. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

13The tenth captain for the tenthmonthwasMaharai theNetophathite, of
the Zerahites. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pi-
rathonite, of the children of Ephraim. In his division were twenty-four
thousand.

15The twelfth captain for the twelfthmonthwas Heldai the Netophathite,
of Othniel. In his division were twenty-four thousand.

16Furthermore over the tribes of Israel: of the Reubenites, Eliezer the son
of Zichri was the ruler; of the Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of Maacah;

17of Levi, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; of Aaron, Zadok;
18 of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David; of Issachar, Omri the son

of Michael;
19of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jeremoth the son

of Azriel;
20 of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe

of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah;
21 of the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; of

Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner;
22of Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham. These were the captains of the tribes

of Israel.
23 But David didn’t take the number of them from twenty years old and

under, because the LORD had said he would increase Israel like the stars of
the sky.

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to take a census, but didn’t finish; and
wrath came on Israel for this. The numberwasn’t put into the account in the
chronicles of King David.

25 Over the king’s treasures was Azmaveth the son of Adiel. Over the
treasures in the fields, in the cities, in the villages, and in the towers was
Jonathan the son of Uzziah;

26Over those who did the work of the field for tillage of the ground was
Ezri the son of Chelub.

27Over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite. Over the increase of the
vineyards for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite.

28Over theolive trees and the sycamore trees thatwere in the lowlandwas
Baal Hanan the Gederite. Over the cellars of oil was Joash.

29Over the herds that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite. Over the
herds that were in the valleys was Shaphat the son of Adlai.

30Over thecamelswasObil the Ishmaelite. Over thedonkeyswas Jehdeiah
theMeronothite. Over the flocks was Jaziz the Hagrite.

31All these were the rulers of the property which was King David’s.
32Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a counselor, a man of understanding,

and a scribe. Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was with the king’s sons.
33Ahithophel was the king’s counselor. Hushai the Archite was the king’s

friend.
34After Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar. Joab

was the captain of the king’s army.
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28
1 David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, the

captains of the companies who served the king by division, the captains of
thousands, the captains of hundreds, and the rulers over all the substance
and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the officers and themighty
men, even all the mighty men of valor, to Jerusalem.

2ThenDavid the king stood up onhis feet and said, “Hearme,mybrothers
and my people! As for me, it was in my heart to build a house of rest for
the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and for the footstool of our God; and I had
prepared for the building.

3 But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for my name, because
you are aman of war and have shed blood.’

4However the LORD, the God of Israel, choseme out of all the house ofmy
father to be king over Israel forever. For he has chosen Judah to be prince;
and in the house of Judah, the house ofmy father; and among the sons ofmy
father he took pleasure inme tomakeme king over all Israel.

5 Of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many sons), he has chosen
Solomonmy son to sit on the throne of the LORD’s kingdom over Israel.

6He said to me, ‘Solomon, your son, shall build my house and my courts;
for I have chosen him to bemy son, and I will be his father.

7 I will establish his kingdom forever if he continues to do my command-
ments andmy ordinances, as it is today.’

8Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the LORD’s assembly, and in the
audience of our God, observe and seek out all the commandments of the
LORD your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it for an
inheritance to your children after you forever.

9You, Solomonmy son, know the God of your father, and serve himwith a
perfect heart andwith awillingmind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and
understands all the imaginations of the thoughts. If you seek him, hewill be
found by you; but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever.

10 Take heed now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the
sanctuary. Be strong, and do it.”

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son the plans for the porch of the
temple, for its houses, for its treasuries, for its upper rooms, for its inner
rooms, for the place of themercy seat;

12and the plans of all that he had by the Spirit, for the courts of the LORD’s
house, for all the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of God’s house, and
for the treasuries of the dedicated things;

13also for the divisions of the priests and theLevites, for all thework of the
service of the LORD’s house, and for all the vessels of service in the LORD’s
house—

14of gold by weight for the gold for all vessels of every kind of service, for
all the vessels of silver by weight, for all vessels of every kind of service;

15by weight also for the lamp stands of gold, and for its lamps, of gold, by
weight for every lamp stand and for its lamps; and for the lamp stands of
silver, byweight for every lamp stand and for its lamps, according to the use
of every lamp stand;

16and the gold byweight for the tables of showbread, for every table; and
silver for the tables of silver;
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17 and the forks, the basins, and the cups, of pure gold; and for the golden
bowls byweight for every bowl; and for the silver bowls byweight for every
bowl;

18 and for the altar of incense, refined gold by weight; and gold for the
plans for the chariot, and the cherubim that spread out and cover the ark
of the LORD’s covenant.

19 “All this”, David said, “I have been made to understand in writing from
the LORD’s hand, even all the works of this pattern.”

20 David said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous, and do it.
Don’t be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD God, even my God, is with
you. Hewill not fail you nor forsake you, until all thework for the service of
the LORD’s house is finished.

21Behold, there are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the
service of God’s house. Every willing man who has skill for any kind of
service shall be with you in all kinds of work. Also the captains and all the
people will be entirely at your command.”

29
1David the king said to all the assembly, “Solomon my son, whom alone

Godhas chosen, is yet young and tender, and thework is great; for the palace
is not for man, but for the LORD God.

2Now I have preparedwith all mymight for the house of my God the gold
for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver, the bronze for the
things of bronze, iron for the things of iron, andwood for the things ofwood,
also onyx stones, stones to be set, stones for inlaidwork of various colors, all
kinds of precious stones, andmarble stones in abundance.

3 In addition, because I have setmyaffection on thehouse ofmyGod, since
I havea treasure ofmyownof gold and silver, I give it to thehouseofmyGod,
over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house:

4 even three thousand talents of gold,* of the gold of Ophir, and seven
thousand talents† of refined silver, with which to overlay the walls of the
houses;

5 of gold for the things of gold, and of silver for the things of silver, and
for all kinds of work to be made by the hands of artisans. Who then offers
willingly to consecrate himself today to the LORD?”

6Then the princes of the fathers’ households, and the princes of the tribes
of Israel, and thecaptainsof thousandsandofhundreds,with therulersover
the king’s work, offered willingly;

7and they gave for the service ofGod’s house of goldfive thousand talents‡
and ten thousand darics,§ of silver ten thousand talents, of bronze eighteen
thousand talents, and of iron one hundred thousand talents.

8Peoplewithwhomprecious stoneswere found gave them to the treasure
of the LORD’s house, under the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.

* 29:4 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 3000 talents is about 90
metric tons † 29:4 about 210metric tons ‡ 29:7 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or
965 Troy ounces, so 5000 talents is about 150 metric tons § 29:7 a daric was a gold coin issued by
a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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9 Then the people rejoiced, because they offered willingly, because with
a perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD; and David the king also
rejoiced with great joy.

10 Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the assembly; and David
said, “You are blessed, LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.

11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty! For all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.

12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all! In your
hand is power and might! It is in your hand to make great, and to give
strength to all!

13Now therefore, our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name.
14But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so

willingly as this? For all things come from you, and we have given you of
your own.

15For we are strangers before you and foreigners, as all our fathers were.
Our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is no remaining.

16LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build you a house
for your holy name comes from your hand, and is all your own.

17 I know also, my God, that you try the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly
offered all these things. Now I have seen with joy your people, who are
present here, offer willingly to you.

18LORD, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this
desire forever in the thoughts of the heart of your people, and prepare their
heart for you;

19 and give to Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep your command-
ments, your testimonies, and your statutes, and to do all these things, and
to build the palace, for which I havemade provision.”

20Then David said to all the assembly, “Now bless the LORD your God!”
All the assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed

down their heads and prostrated themselves before the LORD and the king.
21They sacrificed sacrifices to the LORD and offered burnt offerings to the

LORD on the next day after that day, even one thousand bulls, one thousand
rams, and one thousand lambs, with their drink offerings and sacrifices in
abundance for all Israel,

22 and ate and drank before the LORD on that day with great gladness.
They made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed
him before the LORD to be prince, and Zadok to be priest.

23Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORDas king instead of David his
father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.

24 All the princes, the mighty men, and also all of the sons of King David
submitted themselves to Solomon the king.

25The LORDmagnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and
gave to him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in
Israel.

26NowDavid the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
27 The time that he reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven

years in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
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28He died at a good old age, full of days, riches, and honor; and Solomon
his son reigned in his place.

29Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they arewritten in
the history of Samuel the seer, and in the history of Nathan the prophet, and
in the history of Gad the seer,

30with all his reign andhismight, and the events that involvedhim, Israel,
and all the kingdoms of the lands.



2 Chronicles 1:1 569 2 Chronicles 1:17

The Second Book of Chronicles
1Solomon the son of Davidwas firmly established in his kingdom, and the

LORD* his God†was with him, andmade him exceedingly great.
2Solomonspoke to all Israel, to the captains of thousandsandofhundreds,

to the judges, and to every prince in all Israel, the heads of the fathers’
households.

3 Then Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to the high place
that was at Gibeon; for God’s Tent of Meeting was there, which the LORD’s
servant Moses hadmade in the wilderness.

4But David had brought God’s ark up fromKiriath Jearim to the place that
David had prepared for it; for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.

5 Moreover the bronze altar that Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
had made was there before the LORD’s tabernacle; and Solomon and the
assembly were seeking counsel there.

6 Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the LORD, which was
at the Tent of Meeting, and offered one thousand burnt offerings on it.

7That night, God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask for what you
want me to give you.”

8Solomon said toGod, “Youhave showngreat loving kindness toDavidmy
father, and havemademe king in his place.

9Now, LORD God, let your promise to David my father be established; for
you havemademe king over a people like the dust of the earth inmultitude.

10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in
before this people; for who can judge this great people of yours?”

11 God said to Solomon, “Because this was in your heart, and you have
not asked riches, wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you, nor yet
have you asked for long life; but have asked for wisdom and knowledge for
yourself, that youmay judgemy people, over whom I havemade you king,

12 therefore wisdom and knowledge is granted to you. I will give you
riches,wealth, andhonor, such asnoneof the kings havehadwhohavebeen
before you, and none after you will have.”

13 So Solomon came from the high place that was at Gibeon, from before
the Tent of Meeting, to Jerusalem; and he reigned over Israel.

14 Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen. He had one thousand four
hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen that he placed in the
chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem.

15The king made silver and gold to be as common as stones in Jerusalem,
and he made cedars to be as common as the sycamore trees that are in the
lowland.

16ThehorseswhichSolomonhadwerebrought out ofEgypt and fromKue.
The king’s merchants purchased them from Kue.

17 They imported from Egypt then exported a chariot for six hundred
pieces of silver and a horse for one hundred fifty.‡ They also exported them

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:17 The pieces of silver were probably shekels, so 600 pieces would be about
13.2 pounds or 6 kilograms of silver, and 150 would be about 3.3 pounds or 1.5 kilograms of silver.
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to the Hittite kings and the Syrian§ kings.

2
1NowSolomondecided to build a house for the LORD’s name, and a house

for his kingdom.
2 Solomon counted out seventy thousand men to bear burdens, eighty

thousandmenwhowere stone cutters in themountains, and three thousand
six hundred to oversee them.

3Solomon sent toHuram the king of Tyre, saying, “As youdealtwithDavid
my father, and senthimcedars tobuildhimahouse inwhich todwell, sodeal
withme.

4Behold,* I am about to build a house for the name of the LORD my God,
to dedicate it to him, to burn before him incense of sweet spices, for the
continual show bread, and for the burnt offeringsmorning and evening, on
the Sabbaths, on the newmoons, and on the set feasts of the LORD our God.
This is an ordinance forever to Israel.

5 “The housewhich I am buildingwill be great, for our God is greater than
all gods.

6 But who is able to build him a house, since heaven and the heaven of
heavens can’t contain him? Who am I then, that I should build him a house,
except just to burn incense before him?

7 “Now therefore send me a man skillful to work in gold, in silver, in
bronze, in iron, and in purple, crimson, and blue, and who knows how to
engrave engravings, to be with the skillful men who are with me in Judah
and in Jerusalem, whomDavidmy father provided.

8 “Sendmealso cedar trees, cypress trees, and algum trees out of Lebanon,
for I know that your servants know how to cut timber in Lebanon. Behold,
my servants will be with your servants,

9even toprepareme timber in abundance; for thehousewhich I amabout
to build will be great and wonderful.

10Behold, I will give to your servants, the cutters who cut timber, twenty
thousand cors† of beaten wheat, twenty thousand baths‡ of barley, twenty
thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.”

11 Then Huram the king of Tyre answered in writing, which he sent to
Solomon, “Because the LORD loves his people, he has made you king over
them.”

12Huram continued, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who made
heavenandearth,whohas given toDavid the king awise son, endowedwith
discretion and understanding, whowould build a house for the LORD and a
house for his kingdom.

13Now I have sent a skillful man, endowed with understanding, Huram-
abi,§

14 the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan; and his father was a man
of Tyre. He is skillful to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in iron, in stone,
in timber, in purple, in blue, in fine linen, and in crimson, also to engrave

§ 1:17 or, Aramean * 2:4 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection. † 2:10 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons
(liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels, so 20,000 cors ofwheatwouldweigh about 545metric tons ‡ 2:10
1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters or 2.4 pecks. 20,000 baths of barley
would weigh about 262metric tons. § 2:13 or, Huram, my father
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any kind of engraving and to devise any device, that there may be a place
appointed to him with your skillful men, and with the skillful men of my
lord David your father.

15 “Now therefore, the wheat, the barley, the oil, and the wine which my
lord has spoken of, let him send to his servants;

16andwewill cutwoodoutofLebanon, asmuchasyouneed. Wewill bring
it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa; then you shall carry it up to Jerusalem.”

17Solomon counted all the foreigners whowere in the land of Israel, after
the census with which David his father had counted them; and they found
one hundred fifty-three thousand six hundred.

18 He set seventy thousand of them to bear burdens, eighty thousand
who were stone cutters in the mountains, and three thousand six hundred
overseers to assign the people their work.

3
1 Then Solomon began to build the LORD’s house at Jerusalem on Mount

Moriah, where the LORD appeared to David his father, which he prepared
in the place that David had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

2He began to build in the second day of the second month, in the fourth
year of his reign.

3 Now these are the foundations which Solomon laid for the building of
God’s house: the length by cubits* after the first measure was sixty cubits,
and the width twenty cubits.

4The porch thatwas in front, its length, across thewidth of the house, was
twenty cubits, and the height one hundred twenty; and he overlaid it within
with pure gold.

5 He made the larger room with a ceiling of cypress wood, which he
overlaid with fine gold, and ornamented it with palm trees and chains.

6He decorated the house with precious stones for beauty. The gold was
gold from Parvaim.

7He also overlaid the house, the beams, the thresholds, its walls, and its
doors with gold, and engraved cherubim on the walls.

8He made the most holy place. Its length, according to the width of the
house,was twenty cubits, and itswidth twentycubits; andheoverlaid itwith
fine gold, amounting to six hundred talents.†

9 The weight of the nails was fifty shekels‡ of gold. He overlaid the upper
rooms with gold.

10 In the most holy place he made two cherubim by carving, and they
overlaid themwith gold.

11Thewings of the cherubimwere twenty cubits long: thewing of the one
was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the house; and the other wing was
five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other cherub.

12Thewing of the other cherubwas five cubits, reaching to thewall of the
house; and the other wing was five cubits, joining to the wing of the other
cherub.
* 3:3 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters. † 3:8 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so
600 talents is about 18 metric tons ‡ 3:9 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so
50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or about 16 Troy ounces.
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13Thewings of these cherubimspread themselves out twenty cubits. They
stood on their feet, and their faces were toward the house.

14 He made the veil of blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen, and orna-
mented it with cherubim.

15 Also he made before the house two pillars thirty-five cubits high, and
the capital that was on the top of each of themwas five cubits.

16 He made chains in the inner sanctuary, and put them on the tops of
the pillars; and he made one hundred pomegranates, and put them on the
chains.

17He set up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand and the
other on the left; and called the name of that on the right hand Jachin, and
the name of that on the left Boaz.

4
1Thenhemadeanaltarofbronze, twentycubits* long, twentycubitswide,

and ten cubits high.
2 Also he made the molten sea† of ten cubits from brim to brim. It was

round, five cubits high, and thirty cubits in circumference.
3 Under it was the likeness of oxen, which encircled it, for ten cubits,

encircling the sea. The oxen were in two rows, cast when it was cast.
4 It stood on twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, three looking

toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward
the east; and the seawas set on them above, and all their hindquarterswere
inward.

5 It was a handbreadth thick. Its brimwasmade like the brimof a cup, like
the flower of a lily. It received and held three thousand baths.‡

6He also made ten basins, and put five on the right hand and five on the
left, to wash in them. The things that belonged to the burnt offering were
washed in them, but the sea was for the priests to wash in.

7Hemade the ten lamp stands of gold according to the ordinance concern-
ing them; and he set them in the temple, five on the right hand and five on
the left.

8Hemade also ten tables, and placed them in the temple, five on the right
side and five on the left. Hemade one hundred basins of gold.

9Furthermore hemade the court of the priests, the great court, and doors
for the court, and overlaid their doors with bronze.

10He set the sea on the right side of the house eastward, toward the south.
11Hurammade the pots, the shovels, and the basins.
So Huram finished doing the work that he did for King Solomon in God’s

house:
12 the two pillars, the bowls, the two capitals which were on the top of the

pillars, the two networks to cover the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the top of the pillars,

13and the four hundred pomegranates for the two networks—two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowls of the capitals that
were on the pillars.

14He also made the bases, and hemade the basins on the bases—
15one sea, and the twelve oxen under it.

* 4:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters. † 4:2 or, pool, or, reservoir ‡ 4:5 A bath is about 5.6 U. S. gallons or
21.1 liters, so 3,000 baths is about 16,800 gallons or 63.3 kiloliters.
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16Huram-abi§ alsomade the pots, the shovels, the forks, and all its vessels
for King Solomon, for the LORD’s house, of bright bronze.

17Theking cast them in theplain of the Jordan, in the clay groundbetween
Succoth and Zeredah.

18 Thus Solomon made all these vessels in great abundance, so that the
weight of the bronze could not be determined.

19Solomonmade all the vessels that were in God’s house: the golden altar,
the tables with the show bread on them,

20and the lampstandswith their lamps toburnaccording to theordinance
before the inner sanctuary, of pure gold;

21and the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs of gold that was purest gold;
22 and the snuffers, the basins, the spoons, and the fire pans of pure gold.

As for the entry of the house, its inner doors for the most holy place and the
doors of themain hall of the temple were of gold.

5
1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for the LORD’s house was finished.

Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, even the
silver, the gold, and all the vessels, and put them in the treasuries of God’s
house.

2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the princes of the fathers’ households of the children of Israel, to
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s covenant out of David’s city,
which is Zion.

3 So all the men of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast,
which was in the seventhmonth.

4All the elders of Israel came. The Levites took up the ark.
5They brought up the ark, the Tent ofMeeting, and all the holy vessels that

were in the Tent. The Levitical priests brought these up.
6 King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled

to him were before the ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle that could not be
counted or numbered for multitude.

7Thepriests brought in the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place, into the
inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings
of the cherubim.

8 For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim covered the ark and its poles above.

9The poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the ark
in front of the inner sanctuary, but theywerenot seen outside; and it is there
to this day.

10 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets which Moses put
there at Horeb, when the LORDmade a covenantwith the children of Israel,
when they came out of Egypt.

11When the priests had come out of the holy place (for all the priests who
were present had sanctified themselves, and didn’t keep their divisions;

12 also the Levites who were the singers, all of them, even Asaph, Heman,
Jeduthun, and their sons and their brothers, arrayed in fine linen, with
cymbals and stringed instruments and harps, stood at the east end of the
altar, and with them one hundred twenty priests sounding with trumpets);

§ 4:16 “abi” means “his father”
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13 when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to
be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their
voicewith the trumpets and cymbals and instruments ofmusic, and praised
the LORD, saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures forever!”
then the house was filled with a cloud, even the LORD’s house,
14 so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; for
the LORD’s glory filled God’s house.

6
1Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in the thick

darkness.
2But Ihavebuilt youahouseandhome, aplace foryou todwell in forever.”
3 The king turned his face, and blessed all the assembly of Israel; and all

the assembly of Israel stood.
4 He said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who spoke with his

mouth to Davidmy father, and has with his hands fulfilled it, saying,
5 ‘Since the day that I brought my people out of the land of Egypt, I chose

no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build a house in, that my namemight
be there, and I chose noman to be prince over my people Israel;

6 but now I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and I
have chosen David to be over my people Israel.’

7Now it was in the heart of Davidmy father to build a house for the name
of the LORD, the God of Israel.

8 But the LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to
build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart;

9nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who will come
out of your body, he shall build the house for my name.’

10 “The LORD has performed his word that he spoke; for I have risen up
in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD
promised, and have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of
Israel.

11There Ihave set theark, inwhich is theLORD’s covenant,whichhemade
with the children of Israel.”

12He stood before the LORD’s altar in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, and spread out his hands

13 (for Solomon hadmade a bronze platform, five cubits* long, five cubits
wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in themiddle of the court; and he
stood on it, and knelt down on his knees before all the assembly of Israel,
and spread out his hands toward heaven).

14Thenhe said, “LORD, theGodof Israel, there is noGod like you inheaven
or onearth—youwhokeep covenant and lovingkindnesswith your servants
whowalk before you with all their heart;

15 who have kept with your servant David my father that which you
promised him. Yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have fulfilled it with
your hand, as it is today.

* 6:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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16 “Now therefore, LORD, the God of Israel, keep with your servant David
my father that which you have promised him, saying, ‘There shall not fail
you aman inmy sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children take
heed to their way, to walk inmy law as you have walked before me.’

17Now therefore, LORD, theGod of Israel, let yourword be verified,which
you spoke to your servant David.

18 “But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and
the heaven of heavens can’t contain you; howmuch less this house which I
have built!

19Yet have respect for the prayer of your servant and to his supplication,
LORDmyGod, to listen to the cry and to the prayerwhich your servant prays
before you;

20 that your eyes may be open toward this house day and night, even
toward the place where you have said that you would put your name, to
listen to the prayer which your servant will pray toward this place.

21 Listen to the petitions of your servant and of your people Israel, when
they pray toward this place. Yes, hear from your dwelling place, even from
heaven; and when you hear, forgive.

22 “If a man sins against his neighbor, and an oath is laid on him to cause
him to swear, and he comes and swears before your altar in this house,

23 then hear from heaven, act, and judge your servants, bringing retri-
bution to the wicked, to bring his way on his own head; and justifying the
righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.

24 “If your people Israel are struck down before the enemy because they
have sinned against you, and they turn again and confess your name, and
pray andmake supplication before you in this house,

25 then hear from heaven, and forgive the sin of your people Israel, and
bring them again to the land which you gave to them and to their fathers.

26 “When the sky is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned
against you, if they pray toward this place and confess your name, and turn
from their sin when you afflict them,

27 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, your people
Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk,
and send rain on your land, which you have given to your people for an
inheritance.

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight or
mildew, locust or caterpillar; if their enemies besiege them in the land of
their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is—

29whatever prayer and supplication is made by any man, or by all your
people Israel, who will each know his own plague and his own sorrow, and
shall spread out his hands toward this house,

30 then hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive, and render to
every man according to all his ways, whose heart you know (for you, even
you only, know the hearts of the children of men),

31 that they may fear you, to walk in your ways as long as they live in the
land which you gave to our fathers.

32 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner, who is not of your people Israel,
when he comes from a far country for your great name’s sake and your
mighty hand and your outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward
this house,
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33 then hear from heaven, even from your dwelling place, and do accord-
ing to all that the foreigner calls to you for; that all the peoples of the earth
may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they
may know that this house which I have built is called by your name.

34 “If your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way
you send them, and theypray to you toward this citywhichyouhave chosen,
and the house which I have built for your name;

35 then hear from heaven their prayer and their supplication, and main-
tain their cause.

36 “If they sin against you (for there is no man who doesn’t sin), and you
are angrywith them and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them
away captive to a land far off or near;

37 yet if they come to their senses in the land where they are carried
captive, and turn again, and make supplication to you in the land of their
captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned, we have done perversely, and have dealt
wickedly;’

38 if they return toyouwithall theirheart andwithall their soul in the land
of their captivity,where theyhavebeen takencaptive, andpray toward their
land which you gave to their fathers, and the city which you have chosen,
and toward the house which I have built for your name;

39 thenhear fromheaven, even fromyourdwellingplace, their prayer and
their petitions, andmaintain their cause, and forgive your peoplewho have
sinned against you.

40 “Now, my God, let, I beg you, your eyes be open, and let your ears be
attentive to the prayer that is made in this place.

41 “Now therefore arise, LORD God, into your resting place, you, and the
ark of your strength. Let your priests, LORD God, be clothed with salvation,
and let your saints rejoice in goodness.

42 “LORDGod, don’t turn away the face of your anointed. Remember your
loving kindnesses to David your servant.”

7
1Nowwhen Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven

and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the LORD’s glory
filled the house.

2 The priests could not enter into the LORD’s house, because the LORD’s
glory filled the LORD’s house.

3 All the children of Israel looked on, when the fire came down, and the
LORD’s glory was on the house. They bowed themselves with their faces
to the ground on the pavement, worshiped, and gave thanks to the LORD,
saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures forever!”
4Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD.
5King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand head of cattle

and a hundred twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people
dedicated God’s house.

6 The priests stood, according to their positions; the Levites also with
instruments of music of the LORD, which David the king had made to give
thanks to the LORD, when David praised by their ministry, saying “For his
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loving kindness endures forever.” The priests sounded trumpets before
them; and all Israel stood.

7 Moreover Solomon made the middle of the court that was before the
LORD’s house holy; for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of
the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon hadmadewas
not able to receive the burnt offering, the meal offering, and the fat.

8 So Solomon held the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with
him, a very great assembly, from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of
Egypt.

9 On the eighth day, they held a solemn assembly; for they kept the
dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days.

10On the twenty-third day of the seventh month, he sent the people away
to their tents, joyful and glad of heart for the goodness that the LORD had
shown to David, to Solomon, and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished the LORD’s house and the king’s house; and he
successfully completed all that came into Solomon’s heart to make in the
LORD’s house and in his own house.

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him, “I have
heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for myself for a house of
sacrifice.

13 “If I shut up the sky so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to
devour the land, or if I send pestilence amongmy people,

14 if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, pray,
seekmy face, and turn fromtheirwickedways, then Iwill hear fromheaven,
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

15Nowmy eyes will be open and my ears attentive to prayer that is made
in this place.

16For now I have chosen andmade this house holy, that my namemay be
there forever; andmy eyes andmy heart will be there perpetually.

17 “As for you, if youwill walk beforeme as David your fatherwalked, and
do according to all that I have commanded you, and will keep my statutes
andmy ordinances,

18 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom, according as I
covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘There shall not fail you a man
to be ruler in Israel.’

19 But if you turn away and forsake my statutes and my commandments
which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods andworship them,

20 then I will pluck themup by the roots out ofmy landwhich I have given
them; and this house, which I havemade holy formy name, I will cast out of
my sight, and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

21 This house, which is so high, everyone who passes by it will be aston-
ished and say, ‘Why has the LORD done this to this land and to this house?’

22They shall answer, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD, the God of their
fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and took other gods,
worshiped them, and served them. Therefore he has brought all this evil
on them.’ ”

8
1At the end of twenty years, inwhich Solomonhad built the LORD’s house

and his own house,



2 Chronicles 8:2 578 2 Chronicles 8:18

2Solomon built the cities whichHuramhad given to Solomon, and caused
the children of Israel to dwell there.

3 Solomonwent to Hamath Zobah, and prevailed against it.
4He built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the storage cities, which he

built in Hamath.
5Also he built Beth Horon the upper and Beth Horon the lower, fortified

cities with walls, gates, and bars;
6and Baalath, and all the storage cities that Solomon had, and all the cities

for his chariots, the cities for his horsemen, and all that Solomon desired to
build for his pleasure in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his
dominion.

7 As for all the people who were left of the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of Israel—

8of their childrenwhowere left after them in the land,whom the children
of Israel didn’t consume—of them Solomon conscripted forced labor to this
day.

9But of the children of Israel, Solomonmade no servants for his work, but
they weremen of war, chief of his captains, and rulers of his chariots and of
his horsemen.

10 These were the chief officers of King Solomon, even two-hundred fifty,
who ruled over the people.

11Solomon brought up Pharaoh’s daughter out of David’s city to the house
that he had built for her; for he said, “Mywife shall not dwell in the house of
David king of Israel, because the places where the LORD’s ark has come are
holy.”

12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the LORD’s altar
which he had built before the porch,

13 even as the duty of every day required, offering according to the
commandment of Moses on the Sabbaths, on the newmoons, and on the set
feasts, three times per year, during the feast of unleavened bread, during
the feast of weeks, and during the feast of booths.*

14 He appointed, according to the ordinance of David his father, the
divisions of the priests to their service, and the Levites to their offices, to
praise and to minister before the priests, as the duty of every day required,
the doorkeepers also by their divisions at every gate, for David the man of
God had so commanded.

15Theydidn’t depart from the commandment of the king to thepriests and
Levites concerning anymatter or concerning the treasures.

16 Now all the work of Solomon was accomplished from the day of the
foundation of the LORD’s house until it was finished. So the LORD’s house
was completed.

17Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and to Eloth, on the seashore in the
land of Edom.

18Huramsenthimshipsand servantswhohadknowledgeof the seaby the
hands of his servants; and they camewith the servants of Solomon to Ophir,
andbrought fromthere fourhundredfifty talents†ofgold, andbrought them
to King Solomon.

* 8:13 or, feast of tents (Sukkot) † 8:18 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy
ounces, so 450 talents is about 13.5 metric tons
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9
1 When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to

test Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem, with a very great caravan,
including camels that bore spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones.
When she had come to Solomon, she talked with him about all that was in
her heart.

2Solomonansweredall herquestions. Therewasn’t anythinghidden from
Solomonwhich he didn’t tell her.

3When the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house
that he had built,

4 the food of his table, the seating of his servants, the attendance of his
ministers, their clothing, his cup bearers and their clothing, and his ascent
by which he went up to the LORD’s house, there was nomore spirit in her.*

5 She said to the king, “It was a true report that I heard in my own land of
your acts and of your wisdom.

6However I didn’t believe their words until I came, andmy eyes had seen
it; and behold half of the greatness of your wisdom wasn’t told me. You
exceed the fame that I heard!

7 Happy are your men, and happy are these your servants, who stand
continually before you and hear your wisdom.

8Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you and set you on his
throne to be king for the LORD your God, because your God loved Israel, to
establish them forever. Therefore hemade you king over them, to do justice
and righteousness.”

9She gave thekingonehundredand twenty talents†of gold, spices in great
abundance, and precious stones. There was never before such spice as the
queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10The servants of Huram and the servants of Solomon, who brought gold
fromOphir, also brought algum trees‡ and precious stones.

11 The king used algum tree wood to make terraces for the LORD’s house
and for the king’s house, andharps and stringed instruments for the singers.
There were none like these seen before in the land of Judah.

12King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she
asked, more than that which she had brought to the king. So she turned and
went to her own land, she and her servants.

13 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six
hundred sixty-six talents§ of gold,

14 in addition to that which the traders and merchants brought. All the
kings of Arabia and the governors of the country brought gold and silver to
Solomon.

15 King Solomon made two hundred large shields of beaten gold. Six
hundred shekels* of beaten gold went to one large shield.

* 9:4 or, shewas breathless. † 9:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces,
so 120 talents is about 3.6metric tons ‡ 9:10 possibly Indian sandalwood,which has nice grain and
a pleasant scent and is good for woodworking § 9:13 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about 20 metric tons * 9:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or
about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms or about 192 Troy ounces.
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16Hemade three hundred shields of beaten gold. Three hundred shekels†
of gold went to one shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of
Lebanon.

17Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
pure gold.

18There were six steps to the throne, with a footstool of gold, which were
fastened to the throne, and armrests on either side by the place of the seat,
and two lions standing beside the armrests.

19Twelve lions stood thereon theone sideandon theotheron the six steps.
There was nothing like it made in any other kingdom.

20 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels
of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. Silver was not
considered valuable in the days of Solomon.

21 For the king had ships that went to Tarshish with Huram’s servants.
Once every three years, the ships of Tarshish came bringing gold, silver,
ivory, apes, and peacocks.

22 So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and
wisdom.

23 All the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his
wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

24 They each brought tribute: vessels of silver, vessels of gold, clothing,
armor, spices, horses, andmules every year.

25 Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve
thousand horsemen that he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king
at Jerusalem.

26 He ruled over all the kings from the River even to the land of the
Philistines, and to the border of Egypt.

27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made
cedars to be as abundant as the sycamore trees that are in the lowland.

28They brought horses for Solomon out of Egypt and out of all lands.
29Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, aren’t they written

in the history of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the
Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son
of Nebat?

30 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years.
31 Solomon slept with his fathers, and he was buried in his father David’s

city; and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

10
1Rehoboamwent to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem tomake

him king.
2When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was in Egypt, where

he had fled from the presence of King Solomon), Jeroboam returned out of
Egypt.

3 They sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all Israel came, and they
spoke to Rehoboam, saying,

4 “Your father made our yoke grievous. Now therefore make the grievous
service of your father andhis heavy yokewhich he put on us, lighter, andwe
will serve you.”
† 9:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 300 shekels was about 3 kilograms or
about 96 Troy ounces.
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5He said to them, “Come again to me after three days.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before

Solomon his fatherwhile he yet lived, saying, “What counsel do you giveme
about how to answer these people?”

7They spoke to him, saying, “If you are kind to these people, please them,
and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever.”

8But he abandoned the counsel of the oldmenwhich they had given him,
and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him, who
stood before him.

9He said to them, “What counsel do you give, that wemay give an answer
to these people, who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the yoke that your
father put on us lighter’?”

10The youngmenwhohad grownupwith him spoke to him, saying, “Thus
youshall tell thepeoplewhospoke toyou, saying, ‘Your fathermadeouryoke
heavy, but make it lighter on us;’ thus you shall say to them, ‘My little finger
is thicker thanmy father’s waist.

11Now whereas my father burdened you with a heavy yoke, I will add to
your yoke. My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.’ ”

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the
king asked, saying, “Come tome again the third day.”

13 The king answered them roughly; and King Rehoboam abandoned the
counsel of the old men,

14andspoke to themafter the counsel of theyoungmen, saying, “Myfather
made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it. My father chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the people; for it was brought about by
God, that the LORDmight establish his word, which he spoke by Ahijah the
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 When all Israel saw that the king didn’t listen to them, the people
answered the king, saying, “What portion do we have in David? We don’t
have an inheritance in the son of Jesse! Everyman to your tents, Israel! Now
see to your own house, David.” So all Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah,
Rehoboam reigned over them.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was over the men subject to
forced labor; and the childrenof Israel stonedhim todeathwith stones. King
Rehoboam hurried to get himself up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel rebelled against David’s house to this day.

11
1 When Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled the house of

Judah and Benjamin, one hundred eighty thousand chosen men who were
warriors, to fight against Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam.

2But the LORD’s word came to Shemaiah theman of God, saying,
3 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel

in Judah and Benjamin, saying,
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4 ‘The LORD says, “You shall not go up, nor fight against your brothers!
Every man return to his house; for this thing is of me.” ’ ” So they listened
to the LORD’s words, and returned from going against Jeroboam.

5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and built cities for defense in Judah.
6He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
7Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam,
8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, which are fortified cities in Judah and in

Benjamin.
11He fortified the strongholdsandput captains in themwith storesof food,

oil and wine.
12 He put shields and spears in every city, and made them exceedingly

strong. Judah and Benjamin belonged to him.
13The priests and the Levites who were in all Israel stood with him out of

all their territory.
14For the Levites left their pasture lands and their possessions, and came

to Judah and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons cast them off, that they
should not execute the priest’s office to the LORD.

15He himself appointed priests for the high places, for the male goat and
calf idols which he hadmade.

16 After them, out of all the tribes of Israel, those who set their hearts to
seek the LORD, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD,
the God of their fathers.

17So they strengthened thekingdomof JudahandmadeRehoboamtheson
of Solomon strong for three years, for they walked three years in the way of
David and Solomon.

18 Rehoboam took a wife for himself, Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth
the son of David and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse.

19 She bore him sons: Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham.
20After her, he tookMaacah the granddaughter of Absalom; and she bore

him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith.
21 Rehoboam loved Maacah the granddaughter of Absalom above all his

wives and his concubines; for he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines,
and became the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.

22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah to be chief, the prince
among his brothers, for he intended tomake him king.

23 He dealt wisely, and dispersed some of his sons throughout all the
lands of Judah and Benjamin, to every fortified city. He gave them food in
abundance; and he sought manywives for them.

12
1When the kingdom of Rehoboamwas established and he was strong, he

abandoned the LORD’s law, and all Israel with him.
2 In thefifthyearofKingRehoboam, ShishakkingofEgypt cameupagainst

Jerusalem, because they had trespassed against the LORD,
3with twelve hundred chariots and sixty thousand horsemen. The people

were without number who came with him out of Egypt: the Lubim, the
Sukkiim, and the Ethiopians.

4 He took the fortified cities which belonged to Judah, and came to
Jerusalem.
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5 Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and to the princes of
Judah, who were gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and
said to them, “The LORD says, ‘You have forsaken me, therefore I have also
left you in the hand of Shishak.’ ”

6 Then the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves; and they
said, “The LORD is righteous.”

7 When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the LORD’s word
came to Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled themselves. I will not
destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance, and my wrath won’t
be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

8Nevertheless they will be his servants, that they may know my service,
and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.”

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem and took away the
treasures of the LORD’s house and the treasures of the king’s house. He took
it all away. He also took away the shields of gold which Solomon hadmade.

10King Rehoboam made shields of bronze in their place, and committed
themto thehandsof thecaptainsof theguard,whokept thedoorof theking’s
house.

11As often as the king entered into the LORD’s house, the guard came and
bore them, then brought them back into the guard room.

12Whenhehumbledhimself, the LORD’swrath turned fromhim, so as not
to destroy him altogether. Moreover, therewere good things found in Judah.

13 So King Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and reigned; for
Rehoboamwas forty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out of all
the tribes of Israel to put his name there. His mother’s name was Naamah
the Ammonitess.

14He did that which was evil, because he didn’t set his heart to seek the
LORD.

15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, aren’t they written in the
histories of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer, in the genealogies?
There were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually.

16 Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried in David’s city; and
Abijah his son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah began to reign over

Judah.
2He reigned three years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewasMicaiah the

daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.
3 Abijah joined battle with an army of valiant men of war, even four

hundred thousand chosenmen; and Jeroboamset the battle in array against
him with eight hundred thousand chosen men, who were mighty men of
valor.

4 Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill country of
Ephraim, and said, “Hearme, Jeroboam and all Israel:

5Ought younot to know that theLORD, theGodof Israel, gave thekingdom
over Israel toDavid forever, even tohimand tohis sonsbya covenant of salt?

6Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of David,
rose up, and rebelled against his lord.
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7Worthless men were gathered to him, wicked fellows who strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was
young and tender hearted, and could not withstand them.

8 “Now you intend to withstand the kingdom of the LORD in the hand of
the sons of David. You are a great multitude, and the golden calves which
Jeroboammade you for gods are with you.

9Haven’t youdrivenout thepriests of theLORD, the sons ofAaron, and the
Levites, andmadepriests foryourselvesaccording to thewaysof thepeoples
of other lands? Whoever comes to consecrate himself with a young bull and
seven ramsmay be a priest of those who are no gods.

10 “But as for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken him. We
have priests serving the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites in their
work.

11 They burn to the LORD every morning and every evening burnt offer-
ings and sweet incense. They also set the show bread in order on the pure
table, and care for the gold lamp standwith its lamps, to burn every evening;
forwekeep the instruction of the LORDourGod, but youhave forsakenhim.

12Behold, God is with us at our head, and his priests with the trumpets of
alarm to sound an alarm against you. Children of Israel, don’t fight against
the LORD, the God of your fathers; for you will not prosper.”

13 But Jeroboam caused an ambush to come about behind them; so they
were before Judah, and the ambush was behind them.

14 When Judah looked back, behold, the battle was before and behind
them; and theycried to theLORD,and thepriests soundedwith the trumpets.

15Then the men of Judah gave a shout. As the men of Judah shouted, God
struck Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.

16 The children of Israel fled before Judah, and God delivered them into
their hand.

17Abijahandhis people killed themwitha great slaughter, sofivehundred
thousand chosenmen of Israel fell down slain.

18 Thus the children of Israel were brought under at that time, and the
children of Judah prevailed, because they relied on the LORD, the God of
their fathers.

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam, and took cities from him: Bethel with its
villages, Jeshanahwith its villages, and Ephron with its villages.

20 Jeroboamdidn’t recover strength again in the days of Abijah. The LORD
struck him, and he died.

21 But Abijah grew mighty and took for himself fourteen wives, and
became the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters.

22The rest of the acts of Abijah, hisways, and his sayings arewritten in the
commentary of the prophet Iddo.

14
1So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in David’s city; and

Asa his son reigned in his place. In his days, the land was quiet ten years.
2Asa did that which was good and right in the LORD his God’s eyes,
3 for he took away the foreign altars and the high places, broke down the

pillars, cut down the Asherah poles,
4and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to

obey his law and command.
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5Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the sun
images; and the kingdomwas quiet before him.

6He built fortified cities in Judah; for the land was quiet, and he had no
war in those years, because the LORD had given him rest.

7Forhesaid to Judah, “Let’sbuild thesecitiesandmakewallsaround them,
with towers, gates, and bars. The land is yet before us, because we have
sought the LORD our God. We have sought him, and he has given us rest
on every side.” So they built and prospered.

8 Asa had an army of three hundred thousand out of Judah who bore
bucklers and spears, and twohundredeighty thousandout ofBenjaminwho
bore shields and drew bows. All these weremighty men of valor.

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million
troops and three hundred chariots, and he came toMareshah.

10 Then Asa went out to meet him, and they set the battle in array in the
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

11Asa cried to the LORD his God, and said, “LORD, there is no one besides
you to help, between the mighty and him who has no strength. Help us,
LORD our God; for we rely on you, and in your name are we come against
this multitude. LORD, you are our God. Don’t let man prevail against you.”

12So the LORD struck the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah; and the
Ethiopians fled.

13Asa and the peoplewhowerewith himpursued them to Gerar. Somany
of the Ethiopians fell that they could not recover themselves, for they were
destroyed before the LORD and before his army. Judah’s army carried away
verymuch booty.

14They struck all the cities aroundGerar, for the fear of the LORD came on
them. They plundered all the cities, for there wasmuch plunder in them.

15They also struck the tents of those who had livestock, and carried away
sheep and camels in abundance, then returned to Jerusalem.

15
1The Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded.
2He went out to meet Asa, and said to him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah

andBenjamin! TheLORD iswith youwhile youarewithhim; and if you seek
him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.

3Now for a long time Israel was without the true God, without a teaching
priest, and without law.

4Butwhen in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and
sought him, he was found by them.

5 In those times there was no peace to him who went out, nor to him who
came in; but great troubles were on all the inhabitants of the lands.

6They were broken in pieces, nation against nation, and city against city;
for God troubled themwith all adversity.

7 But you be strong! Don’t let your hands be slack, for your work will be
rewarded.”

8When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he
took courage, and put away the abominations out of all the land of Judah
andBenjamin, and out of the citieswhich he had taken from the hill country
of Ephraim; and he renewed the LORD’s altar that was before the LORD’s
porch.
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9He gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who lived with them out
of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon; for they came to him out of Israel in
abundance when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

10 So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month,
in the fifteenth year of Asa’s reign.

11 They sacrificed to the LORD in that day, of the plunder which they had
brought, seven hundred head of cattle and seven thousand sheep.

12 They entered into the covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their
fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul;

13and that whoeverwould not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, should be
put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman.

14They swore to theLORDwith a loudvoice,with shouting,with trumpets,
and with cornets.

15 All Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart
and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found by them. Then
the LORD gave them rest all around.

16AlsoMaacah, themother of Asa the king, he removed frombeing queen
mother, because she hadmade an abominable image for an Asherah; so Asa
cut down her image, ground it into dust, and burned it at the brook Kidron.

17But the high places were not taken away out of Israel; nevertheless the
heart of Asa was perfect all his days.

18He brought the things that his father had dedicated and that he himself
had dedicated, silver, gold, and vessels into God’s house.

19There was nomore war to the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign, Baasha king of Israel went up

against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not allow anyone to go out
or come in to Asa king of Judah.

2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the LORD’s
house andof the king’s house, and sent toBenHadadking of Syria,who lived
at Damascus, saying,

3 “Let there be a treaty between me and you, as there was between my
father and your father. Behold, I have sent you silver and gold. Go, break
your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, that hemay depart fromme.”

4 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and sent the captains of his armies
against the cities of Israel; and they struck Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the
storage cities of Naphtali.

5When Baasha heard of it, he stopped building Ramah, and let his work
cease.

6 Then Asa the king took all Judah, and they carried away the stones
and timber of Ramah, with which Baasha had built; and he built Geba and
Mizpah with them.

7At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him,
“Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the
LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped out of
your hand.

8Weren’t the Ethiopians and the Lubim a huge army, with chariots and
exceedingly many horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the LORD, he
delivered them into your hand.
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9 For the LORD’s eyes run back and forth throughout the whole earth, to
showhimself strong in thebehalf of themwhoseheart is perfect towardhim.
You have done foolishly in this; for from now on youwill have wars.”

10Then Asawas angry with the seer, and put him in the prison; for hewas
in a rage with him because of this thing. Asa oppressed some of the people
at the same time.

11Behold, the acts ofAsa, first and last, behold, theyarewritten in thebook
of the kings of Judah and Israel.

12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa was diseased in his feet. His
disease was exceedingly great; yet in his disease he didn’t seek the LORD,
but just the physicians.

13Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the forty-first year of his reign.
14 They buried him in his own tomb, which he had dug out for himself in

David’s city, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odors and
variouskindsof spicespreparedby theperfumers’art; and theymadeavery
great fire for him.

17
1 Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place, and strengthened himself

against Israel.
2Heplaced forces in all the fortified cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the

land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken.
3The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of

his father David, and didn’t seek the Baals,
4but sought the God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and

not in the ways of Israel.
5 Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his hand. All Judah

brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in abundance.
6His heart was lifted up in the ways of the LORD. Furthermore, he took

away the high places and the Asherah poles out of Judah.
7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent his princes, even Ben Hail,

Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, andMicaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah;
8 and with them Levites, even Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel,

Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, andTobadonijah, theLevites;
and with them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests.

9They taught in Judah, having the book of the LORD’s lawwith them. They
went about throughout all the cities of Judah and taught among the people.

10 The fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands that were
around Judah, so that theymade no war against Jehoshaphat.

11 Some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver for
tribute. The Arabians also brought him flocks: seven thousand seven
hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundredmale goats.

12 Jehoshaphat grew great exceedingly; and he built fortresses and store
cities in Judah.

13He hadmany works in the cities of Judah; andmen of war, mighty men
of valor, in Jerusalem.

14 This was the numbering of them according to their fathers’ houses:
From Judah, the captains of thousands: Adnah the captain, and with him
three hundred thousandmighty men of valor;
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15 and next to him Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hundred
eighty thousand;

16andnext tohimAmasiah the sonof Zichri,whowillingly offeredhimself
to the LORD, and with him two hundred thousandmighty men of valor.

17 From Benjamin: Eliada, a mighty man of valor, and with him two
hundred thousand armedwith bow and shield;

18and next to him Jehozabad, andwith him one hundred eighty thousand
ready and prepared for war.

19Thesewere thosewhowaited on the king, in addition to thosewhom the
king put in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

18
1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and he allied

himself with Ahab.
2After some years, he went down to Ahab to Samaria. Ahab killed sheep

and cattle for him in abundance, and for the peoplewhowerewith him, and
moved him to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead.

3Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go with
me to Ramoth Gilead?”
Heansweredhim, “I amas you are, andmypeople as your people. Wewill

be with you in the war.”
4 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire first for the LORD’s

word.”
5 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four hundred

men, and said to them, “Shall we go to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or shall I
forbear?”
They said, “Go up, for God will deliver it into the hand of the king.”
6 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a prophet of the LORD besides,

that wemay inquire of him?”
7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by whom

we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, for he never prophesies good
concerningme, but always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say so.”
8Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, “GetMicaiah the son of

Imla quickly.”
9 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah each sat on

his throne, arrayed in their robes, and they were sitting in an open place at
the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were prophesying
before them.

10 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made himself horns of iron and said,
“The LORD says, ‘With these you shall push the Syrians, until they are
consumed.’ ”

11 All the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead, and
prosper; for the LORDwill deliver it into the hand of the king.”

12Themessenger who went to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Behold,
thewords of the prophets declare good to the kingwith onemouth. Let your
word therefore, please be like one of theirs, and speak good.”

13Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, I will say what my God says.”
14When he had come to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we

go to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?”
He said, “Go up, and prosper. They shall be delivered into your hand.”
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15The king said to him, “Howmany times shall I adjure you that you speak
to me nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”

16He said, “I saw all Israel scattered on themountains, as sheep that have
no shepherd. The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let them each return
to his house in peace.’ ”

17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he would
not prophesy good concerningme, but evil?”

18Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the LORD’s word: I saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, and all the army of heaven standing on his right hand and on
his left.

19 The LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up
and fall at RamothGilead?’ One spoke saying in thisway, and another saying
in that way.

20A spirit came out, stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will entice him.’
“The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
21 “He said, ‘I will go, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his

prophets.’
“He said, ‘Youwill entice him, and will prevail also. Go and do so.’
22 “Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of

these your prophets; and the LORD has spoken evil concerning you.”
23Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and struckMicaiah on

the cheek, and said, “Which way did the LORD’s Spirit go from me to speak
to you?”

24Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on that day, when you go into an
inner room to hide yourself.”

25The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the
governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;

26and say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow in the prison, and feed himwith
bread of affliction andwith water of affliction, until I return in peace.” ’ ”

27Micaiah said, “If you return at all in peace, the LORD has not spoken by
me.” He said, “Listen, you people, all of you!”

28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to
Ramoth Gilead.

29Thekingof Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Iwill disguisemyself, and go into
thebattle; but youput onyour robes.” So thekingof Israel disguisedhimself;
and they went into the battle.

30 Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of his chariots,
saying, “Don’t fightwith small nor great, except onlywith the king of Israel.”

31When the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the
king of Israel!” Therefore they turned around to fight against him. But
Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him; and God moved them to
depart from him.

32When the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel,
they turned back from pursuing him.

33 A certain man drew his bow at random, and struck the king of Israel
between the joints of the armor. Therefore he said to the driver of the
chariot, “Turn around and carry me out of the battle, for I am severely
wounded.”

34 The battle increased that day. However, the king of Israel propped
himself up in his chariot against the Syrians until the evening; and at about
sunset, he died.
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19
1 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to

Jerusalem.
2 Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to King

Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked, and love those who hate the
LORD? Because of this, wrath is on you from before the LORD.

3 Nevertheless there are good things found in you, in that you have put
away the Asheroth out of the land, and have set your heart to seek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem; andhewent out again among the people
fromBeersheba to thehill countryof Ephraim, andbrought themback to the
LORD, the God of their fathers.

5He set judges in the land throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city
by city,

6 and said to the judges, “Consider what you do, for you don’t judge for
man, but for the LORD; and he is with you in the judgment.

7Now therefore let the fear of the LORD be on you. Take heed and do it;
for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor
taking of bribes.”

8Moreover in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat appointed certain Levites, priests,
and heads of the fathers’ households of Israel to give judgment for the LORD
and for controversies. They returned to Jerusalem.

9He commanded them, saying, “You shall do this in the fear of the LORD,
faithfully, and with a perfect heart.

10Whenever any controversy comes to you fromyour brotherswho dwell
in their cities, between blood and blood, between law and commandment,
statutes andordinances, youmustwarn them, that theynot be guilty toward
the LORD, and sowrath come on you and on your brothers. Do this, and you
will not be guilty.

11Behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD;
and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, in all
the king’s matters. Also the Levites shall be officers before you. Deal
courageously, andmay the LORD be with the good.”

20
1After this, the children of Moab, the children of Ammon, and with them

some of the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.
2 Then some came who told Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is

coming against you from beyond the sea from Syria. Behold, they are in
Hazazon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi).

3 Jehoshaphat was alarmed, and set himself to seek the LORD. He pro-
claimed a fast throughout all Judah.

4 Judah gathered themselves together to seek help from the LORD. They
came out of all the cities of Judah to seek the LORD.

5 Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judahand Jerusalem, in theLORD’s
house, before the new court;

6 and he said, “LORD, the God of our fathers, aren’t you God in heaven?
Aren’t you ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? Power andmight are
in your hand, so that no one is able to withstand you.
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7 Didn’t you, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your
people Israel, and give it to the offspring* of Abraham your friend forever?

8They lived in it, andhavebuilt youasanctuary in it foryourname, saying,
9 ‘If evil comes on us—the sword, judgment, pestilence, or famine—wewill

stand before this house, and before you (for your name is in this house), and
cry to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save.’

10Now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom
youwould not let Israel invadewhen they came out of the land of Egypt, but
they turned away from them, and didn’t destroy them;

11 behold, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of your possession,
which you have given us to inherit.

12 Our God, will you not judge them? For we have no might against this
great company that comes against us. We don’t know what to do, but our
eyes are on you.”

13All Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and
their children.

14 Then the LORD’s Spirit came on Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son
of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite, of the sons of
Asaph, in themiddle of the assembly;

15 and he said, “Listen, all Judah, and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
you, King Jehoshaphat. The LORD says to you, ‘Don’t be afraid, and don’t
be dismayed because of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but
God’s.

16 Tomorrow, go down against them. Behold, they are coming up by
the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, before the
wilderness of Jeruel.

17You will not need to fight this battle. Set yourselves, stand still, and see
the salvation of the LORDwith you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Don’t be afraid,
nor be dismayed. Go out against them tomorrow, for the LORD iswith you.’ ”

18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground; and all Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell downbefore the LORD,worshiping the
LORD.

19The Levites, of the children of the Kohathites and of the children of the
Korahites, stoodup topraise theLORD, theGodof Israel,withanexceedingly
loud voice.

20 They rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of
Tekoa. As they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah
and you inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the LORD your God, so youwill
be established! Believe his prophets, so you will prosper.”

21When he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who
were to sing to the LORD and give praise in holy array as they go out before
the army, and say, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his loving kindness endures
forever.”

22When they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushers against
the childrenofAmmon,Moab, andMount Seir,whohadcomeagainst Judah;
and they were struck.

23 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants
of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. When they had finished the
inhabitants of Seir, everyone helped to destroy each other.
* 20:7 or, seed
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24When Judah came to the place overlooking the wilderness, they looked
at the multitude; and behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and
there were none who escaped.

25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their plunder, they
found among them in abundance both riches anddeadbodieswith precious
jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry
away. They took plunder for three days, it was somuch.

26 On the fourth day, they assembled themselves in Beracah† Valley, for
there they blessed the LORD. Therefore the name of that place was called
“Beracah Valley” to this day.

27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Je-
hoshaphat in front of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD
hadmade them to rejoice over their enemies.

28They came to Jerusalemwith stringed instruments, harps, and trumpets
to the LORD’s house.

29 The fear of God was on all the kingdoms of the countries when they
heard that the LORD fought against the enemies of Israel.

30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all
around.

31 So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when
he began to reign. He reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
namewas Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

32 He walked in the way of Asa his father, and didn’t turn away from it,
doing that which was right in the LORD’s eyes.

33However the high places were not taken away, and the people had still
not set their hearts on the God of their fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are
written in thehistoryof Jehu the sonofHanani,which is included in thebook
of the kings of Israel.

35After this, Jehoshaphat king of Judah joined himself with Ahaziah king
of Israel. The same did very wickedly.

36He joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish. They made
the ships in Ezion Geber.

37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against
Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have joined yourself with Ahaziah, the
LORDhasdestroyedyourworks.” The shipswerewrecked, so that theywere
not able to go to Tarshish.

21
1 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in

David’s city; and Jehoram his son reigned in his place.
2 He had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,

Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah. All these were the sons of Jehoshaphat
king of Israel.

3Their father gave themgreat gifts of silver, of gold, andof precious things,
with fortified cities in Judah; but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram, because
he was the firstborn.
† 20:26 “Beracah” means “blessing”.
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4 Now when Jehoram had risen up over the kingdom of his father, and
had strengthened himself, he killed all his brotherswith the sword, and also
some of the princes of Israel.

5 Jehoramwas thirty-twoyears oldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reigned
eight years in Jerusalem.

6He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did Ahab’s house, for he
had Ahab’s daughter as his wife. He did that which was evil in the LORD’s
sight.

7 However the LORD would not destroy David’s house, because of the
covenant that he hadmadewith David, and as he promised to give a lamp to
him and to his children always.

8 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, and made a
king over themselves.

9Then Jehoramwent therewith his captains and all his chariotswith him.
He rose up by night and struck the Edomites who surrounded him, along
with the captains of the chariots.

10 So Edom has been in revolt from under the hand of Judah to this day.
ThenLibnah revolted at the same time fromunder his hand, because he had
forsaken the LORD, the God of his fathers.

11Moreover hemade high places in themountains of Judah, andmade the
inhabitants of Jerusalem play the prostitute, and led Judah astray.

12 A letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, “the LORD, the
God of David your father, says, ‘Because you have not walked in the ways
of Jehoshaphat your father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah,

13but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and havemade Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the prostitute likeAhab’s house did,
and also have slain your brothers of your father’s house, who were better
than yourself,

14behold, the LORDwill strike your people with a great plague, including
your children, your wives, and all your possessions;

15 and you will have great sickness with a disease of your bowels, until
your bowels fall out by reason of the sickness, day by day.’ ”

16The LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and of
the Arabians who are beside the Ethiopians;

17 and they came up against Judah, broke into it, and carried away all the
possessions that were found in the king’s house, including his sons and his
wives, so that there was no son left to him except Jehoahaz, the youngest of
his sons.

18 After all this the LORD struck him in his bowels with an incurable
disease.

19 In process of time, at the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason
of his sickness, and he died of severe diseases. His people made no burning
for him, like the burning of his fathers.

20He was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in
Jerusalem eight years. He departed with no one’s regret. They buried him
in David’s city, but not in the tombs of the kings.

22
1The inhabitants of Jerusalemmade Ahaziah his youngest son king in his

place, because thebandofmenwhocamewith theArabians to the camphad
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slain all the oldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned.
2Ahaziahwas forty-two years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned

one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the daughter of
Omri.

3He also walked in the ways of Ahab’s house, because his mother was his
counselor in acting wickedly.

4He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, as did Ahab’s house, for
they were his counselors after the death of his father, to his destruction.

5He also followed their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab
king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth Gilead; and the
Syrians wounded Joram.

6He returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which they had given
him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. Azariah the
son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab
in Jezreel, because he was sick.

7Now the destruction of Ahaziahwas of God, in that hewent to Joram; for
whenhehadcome, hewentoutwith Jehoramagainst Jehu the sonofNimshi,
whom the LORD had anointed to cut off Ahab’s house.

8 When Jehu was executing judgment on Ahab’s house, he found the
princes of Judah and the sons of the brothers of Ahaziah serving Ahaziah,
and killed them.

9He soughtAhaziah, and they caught him (nowhewashiding in Samaria),
and they brought him to Jehu and killed him; and they buried him, for they
said, “He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORDwith all his heart.”
The house of Ahaziah had no power to hold the kingdom.

10Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead,
she arose and destroyed all the royal offspring of the house of Judah.

11 But Jehoshabeath, the king’s daughter, took Joash the son of Ahaziah,
and stealthily rescued him from among the king’s sons who were slain,
and put him and his nurse in the bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter
of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of
Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, so that she didn’t kill him.

12 He was with them hidden in God’s house six years while Athaliah
reigned over the land.

23
1 In the seventhyear, Jehoiada strengthenedhimself, and took the captains

of hundreds—Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanan,
Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the
son of Zichri—into a covenant with him.

2They went around in Judah and gathered the Levites out of all the cities
of Judah, and the heads of fathers’ households of Israel, and they came to
Jerusalem.

3All theassemblymadeacovenantwith theking inGod’shouse. Jehoiada*
said to them, “Behold, the king’s son must reign, as the LORD has spoken
concerning the sons of David.

4 This is the thing that you must do: a third part of you, who come in on
the Sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall be gatekeepers of the
thresholds.
* 23:3 HebrewHe
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5A third part shall be at the king’s house; and a third part at the gate of the
foundation. All the people will be in the courts of the LORD’s house.

6 But let no one come into the LORD’s house except the priests and those
whominister of the Levites. They shall come in, for they are holy, but all the
people shall follow the LORD’s instructions.

7 The Levites shall surround the king, every man with his weapons in his
hand. Whoever comes into thehouse, lethimbeslain. Bewith thekingwhen
he comes in andwhen he goes out.”

8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest
commanded. They each took his men, those who were to come in on the
Sabbath, with those who were to go out on the Sabbath, for Jehoiada the
priest didn’t dismiss the shift.

9 Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains of hundreds the spears,
bucklers, and shields that hadbeenkingDavid’s,whichwere inGod’s house.

10He set all the people, every man with his weapon in his hand, from the
right side of the house to the left side of the house, near the altar and the
house, around the king.

11 Then they brought out the king’s son, put the crown on him, gave him
the covenant, andmade him king. Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and
they said, “Long live the king!”

12When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the
king, she came to the people into the LORD’s house.

13Then she looked, andbehold, the king stood byhis pillar at the entrance,
with the captains and the trumpeters by the king. All the people of the land
rejoiced and blew trumpets. The singers also played musical instruments,
and led the singing of praise. Then Athaliah tore her clothes, and said,
“Treason! treason!”

14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were set
over the army, and said to them, “Bring her out between the ranks; and
whoever follows her, let him be slain with the sword.” For the priest said,
“Don’t kill her in the LORD’s house.”

15 So they made way for her. She went to the entrance of the horse gate to
the king’s house; and they killed her there.

16 Jehoiadamade a covenant betweenhimself, all the people, and the king,
that they should be the LORD’s people.

17All the people went to the house of Baal, broke it down, broke his altars
and his images in pieces, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the
altars.

18 Jehoiada appointed the officers of the LORD’s house under the hand of
the Levitical priests, whom David had distributed in the LORD’s house, to
offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the law of Moses,
with rejoicing and with singing, as David had ordered.

19He set the gatekeepers at the gates of the LORD’s house, that no onewho
was unclean in anything should enter in.

20 He took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the governors of the
people, and all the people of the land, and brought the king down from the
LORD’s house. They came through the upper gate to the king’s house, and
set the king on the throne of the kingdom.

21 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet. They had
slain Athaliah with the sword.
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24
1 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty

years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Zibiah, of Beersheba.
2 Joash did thatwhichwas right in the LORD’s eyes all the days of Jehoiada

the priest.
3 Jehoiada took for him two wives, and he became the father of sons and

daughters.
4After this, Joash intended to restore the LORD’s house.
5He gathered together the priests and the Levites, and said to them, “Go

out to the cities of Judah, and gather money to repair the house of your God
fromall Israel fromyear toyear. See that youexpedite thismatter.” However
the Levites didn’t do it right away.

6The king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said to him, “Whyhaven’t you
required of the Levites to bring in the tax of Moses the servant of the LORD,
and of the assembly of Israel, out of Judah and out of Jerusalem, for the Tent
of the Testimony?”

7For the sons ofAthaliah, thatwickedwoman, hadbrokenupGod’s house;
and they also gave all the dedicated things of the LORD’s house to the Baals.

8 So the king commanded, and they made a chest, and set it outside at the
gate of the LORD’s house.

9 They made a proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in
for the LORD the tax that Moses the servant of God laid on Israel in the
wilderness.

10All the princes and all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast into
the chest, until they had filled it.

11Whenever the chestwas brought to the king’s officers by the hand of the
Levites, and when they saw that there was much money, the king’s scribe
and the chief priest’s officer came and emptied the chest, and took it, and
carried it to its place again. Thus they did day by day, and gathered money
in abundance.

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to thosewhodid thework of the service of
the LORD’s house. They hired masons and carpenters to restore the LORD’s
house, and also those who worked iron and bronze to repair the LORD’s
house.

13 So the workmen worked, and the work of repairing went forward in
their hands. They set up God’s house as it was designed, and strengthened
it.

14When they had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the
king and Jehoiada, from which were made vessels for the LORD’s house,
even vessels with which to minister and to offer, including spoons and
vessels of gold and silver. They offered burnt offerings in the LORD’s house
continually all the days of Jehoiada.

15 But Jehoiada grew old and was full of days, and he died. He was one
hundred thirty years old when he died.

16 They buried him in David’s city among the kings, because he had done
good in Israel, and toward God and his house.

17Now after the death of Jehoiada, the princes of Judah came and bowed
down to the king. Then the king listened to them.

18 They abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers,
and served the Asherah poles and the idols, so wrath came on Judah and
Jerusalem for this their guiltiness.
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19Yet he sent prophets to them to bring them again to the LORD, and they
testified against them; but they would not listen.

20The Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest; and
he stood above the people, and said to them, “God says, ‘Whydo you disobey
the LORD’s commandments, so that you can’t prosper? Because you have
forsaken the LORD, he has also forsaken you.’ ”

21 They conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the com-
mandment of the king in the court of the LORD’s house.

22 Thus Joash the king didn’t remember the kindness which Jehoiada his
father had done to him, but killed his son. When he died, he said, “May the
LORD look at it, and repay it.”

23At the endof theyear, the armyof the Syrians cameupagainst him. They
came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes of the people
from among the people, and sent all their plunder to the king of Damascus.

24 For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of men; and
the LORD delivered a very great army into their hand, because they had
forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers. So they executed judgment on
Joash.

25 When they had departed from him (for they left him seriously
wounded), his own servants conspired against him for the blood of the sons
of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed, and he died. They buried
him in David’s city, but they didn’t bury him in the tombs of the kings.

26These are those who conspired against him: Zabad the son of Shimeath
the Ammonitess and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith theMoabitess.

27Now concerning his sons, the greatness of the burdens laid on him, and
the rebuilding of God’s house, behold, they are written in the commentary
of the book of the kings. Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he

reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Jehoaddan,
of Jerusalem.

2He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, but not with a perfect
heart.

3 Now when the kingdom was established to him, he killed his servants
who had killed his father the king.

4But he didn’t put their children to death, but did according to that which
is written in the law in the book of Moses, as the LORD commanded, saying,
“The fathers shall not die for the children, neither shall the children die for
the fathers; but everyman shall die for his own sin.”

5Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together and ordered them accord-
ing to their fathers’ houses, under captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds, even all Judah and Benjamin. He counted them from twenty
years old and upward, and found that there were three hundred thousand
chosenmen, able to go out to war, who could handle spear and shield.

6He also hired one hundred thousand mighty men of valor out of Israel
for one hundred talents* of silver.

* 25:6 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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7Aman of God came to him, saying, “O king, don’t let the army of Israel go
with you, for the LORD is not with Israel, with all the children of Ephraim.

8 But if you will go, take action, and be strong for the battle. God
will overthrow you before the enemy; for God has power to help, and to
overthrow.”

9Amaziah said to the man of God, “But what shall we do for the hundred
talents†which I have given to the army of Israel?”
Theman of God answered, “The LORD is able to give youmuchmore than

this.”
10 Then Amaziah separated them, the army that had come to him out

of Ephraim, to go home again. Therefore their anger was greatly kindled
against Judah, and they returned home in fierce anger.

11Amaziah took courage, and led his people out and went to the Valley of
Salt, and struck ten thousand of the children of Seir.

12 The children of Judah carried away ten thousand alive, and brought
them to the top of the rock, and threw them down from the top of the rock,
so that they all were broken in pieces.

13But themen of the armywhomAmaziah sent back, that they should not
go with him to battle, fell on the cities of Judah from Samaria even to Beth
Horon, and struck of them three thousand, and tookmuch plunder.

14 Now after Amaziah had come from the slaughter of the Edomites, he
brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, and
bowed down himself before them and burned incense to them.

15 Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against Amaziah, and he sent to
him a prophet who said to him, “Why have you sought after the gods of the
people, which have not delivered their own people out of your hand?”

16As he talked with him, the king said to him, “Have we made you one of
the king’s counselors? Stop! Why should you be struck down?”
Then the prophet stopped, and said, “I know that God has determined

to destroy you, because you have done this and have not listened to my
counsel.”

17 Then Amaziah king of Judah consulted his advisers, and sent to Joash,
the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come! Let’s look
one another in the face.”

18 Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle
thatwas inLebanonsent to the cedar thatwas inLebanon, saying, ‘Giveyour
daughter to my son as his wife. Then a wild animal that was in Lebanon
passed by and trampled down the thistle.

19You say to yourself that you have struck Edom; and your heart lifts you
up to boast. Now stay at home. Why should you meddle with trouble, that
you should fall, even you and Judah with you?’ ”

20 But Amaziah would not listen; for it was of God, that he might deliver
them into the hand of their enemies, because they had sought after the gods
of Edom.

21So Joashkingof Israelwentup, andheandAmaziahkingof Judah looked
one another in the face at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah.

22 Judah was defeated by Israel; so everyman fled to his tent.
23 Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash the

son of Jehoahaz, at Beth Shemesh and brought him to Jerusalem, and broke
† 25:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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down thewall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four
hundred cubits.‡

24 He took all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in
God’s house with Obed-Edom, and the treasures of the king’s house, and the
hostages, and returned to Samaria.

25Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived for fifteen years after the
death of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.

26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, behold, aren’t they
written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel?

27Now from the time thatAmaziah turned away from following theLORD,
they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem. He fled to Lachish, but
they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there.

28They brought him on horses and buried himwith his fathers in the City
of Judah.

26
1All the people of Judah tookUzziah,whowas sixteen years old, andmade

him king in the place of his father Amaziah.
2He built Eloth and restored it to Judah. After that the king slept with his

fathers.
3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he began to reign; and he reigned

fifty-two years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Jechiliah, of Jerusalem.
4He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, according to all that his

father Amaziah had done.
5He set himself to seekGod in the days of Zechariah,whohadunderstand-

ing in the vision of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him
prosper.

6Hewent out and fought against the Philistines, and broke down the wall
of Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the
country of Ashdod, and among the Philistines.

7 God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians who
lived in Gur Baal, and theMeunim.

8The Ammonites gave tribute to Uzziah. His name spread abroad even to
the entrance of Egypt, for he grew exceedingly strong.

9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, at the
valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them.

10Hebuilt towers in thewilderness, and dug outmany cisterns, for he had
much livestock, both in the lowlands and in the plains. He had farmers and
vineyard keepers in the mountains and in the fruitful fields, for he loved
farming.

11Moreover Uzziah had an army of fighting men who went out to war by
bands, according to the number of their reckoning made by Jeiel the scribe
and Maaseiah the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s
captains.

12Thewhole number of the heads of fathers’ households, even themighty
men of valor, was two thousand six hundred.

‡ 25:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters, so 400 cubits is about 200 yards or 184meters.
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13 Under their hand was an army, three hundred seven thousand five
hundred, who made war with mighty power, to help the king against the
enemy.

14 Uzziah prepared for them, even for all the army, shields, spears,
helmets, coats of mail, bows, and stones for slinging.

15 In Jerusalem, he made devices, invented by skillful men, to be on the
towers andon the battlements, withwhich to shoot arrows and great stones.
His name spread far abroad, because he was marvelously helped until he
was strong.

16Butwhen hewas strong, his heart was lifted up, so that he did corruptly
and he trespassed against the LORD his God, for he went into the LORD’s
temple to burn incense on the altar of incense.

17Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him eighty priests of the
LORD, whowere valiant men.

18 They resisted Uzziah the king, and said to him, “It isn’t for you, Uzziah,
to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests the sons of Aaron, who
are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have
trespassed. It will not be for your honor from the LORD God.”

19ThenUzziahwasangry. Hehadacenser inhishand toburn incense, and
while he was angry with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead
before the priests in the LORD’s house, beside the altar of incense.

20 Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold,
he was leprous in his forehead; and they thrust him out quickly from there.
Indeed, he himself also hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck him.

21Uzziah thekingwasa leper to thedayofhisdeath, and lived ina separate
house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the LORD’s house. Jotham his
son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land.

22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, Isaiah the prophet, the
son of Amoz, wrote.

23So Uzziah slept with his fathers; and they buried himwith his fathers in
the field of burial which belonged to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.”
Jotham his son reigned in his place.

27
1 Jothamwas twenty-fiveyears oldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reigned

sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerushah the daughter
of Zadok.

2He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, according to all that his
father Uzziah had done. However he didn’t enter into the LORD’s temple.
The people still acted corruptly.

3He built the upper gate of the LORD’s house, and he built much on the
wall of Ophel.

4Moreover he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and in the forests he
built fortresses and towers.

5He also fought with the king of the children of Ammon, and prevailed
against them. The children of Ammon gave him the same year one hundred
talents* of silver, ten thousand cors† of wheat, and ten thousand cors of
* 27:5 A talent is about 30kilogramsor 66pounds † 27:5 1 cor is the sameas ahomer, or about 55.9
U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. 10,000 cors of wheat would weigh about 1,640 metric
tons.
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barley.‡ The children of Ammon also gave that much to him in the second
year, and in the third.

6So Jothambecamemighty, because he ordered hisways before the LORD
his God.

7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars and his ways, behold,
they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

8Hewas twenty-fiveyearsoldwhenhebegan to reign, andreignedsixteen
years in Jerusalem.

9 Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried him in David’s city; and
Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

28
1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

sixteen years in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was right in the LORD’s
eyes, like David his father,

2 but he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and also made molten
images for the Baals.

3 Moreover he burned incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and
burned his children in the fire, according to the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.

4He sacrificed and burned incense in the high places, and on the hills, and
under every green tree.

5 Therefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of
Syria. They struck him, and carried away from him a great multitude of
captives, and brought them to Damascus. He was also delivered into the
hand of the king of Israel, who struck himwith a great slaughter.

6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah killed in Judah one hundred twenty
thousand in one day, all of them valiantmen, because they had forsaken the
LORD, the God of their fathers.

7Zichri, amightymanofEphraim, killedMaaseiah theking’s son, Azrikam
the ruler of the house, and Elkanahwhowas next to the king.

8Thechildrenof Israel carriedawaycaptiveof theirbrothers twohundred
thousand women, sons, and daughters, and also took away much plunder
from them, and brought the plunder to Samaria.

9 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded; and he
went out to meet the army that came to Samaria, and said to them, “Behold,
because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he has
delivered them into your hand, and you have slain them in a ragewhich has
reached up to heaven.

10Nowyou intend to degrade the children of Judah and Jerusalemasmale
and female slaves for yourselves. Aren’t there even with you trespasses of
your own against the LORD your God?

11Nowhearme therefore, and send back the captives that you have taken
captive from your brothers, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is on you.”

12 Then some of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of
Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum,
andAmasa the son ofHadlai, stoodup against thosewho came from thewar,

‡ 27:5 10,000 cors of barley would weigh about 1,310metric tons.
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13andsaid to them, “Youmustnotbring in thecaptiveshere, foryou intend
thatwhichwill bringonusa trespassagainst theLORD, toadd toour sinsand
to our guilt; for our guilt is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”

14 So the armed men left the captives and the plunder before the princes
and all the assembly.

15 The men who have been mentioned by name rose up and took the
captives, and with the plunder clothed all who were naked among them,
dressed them, gave them sandals, gave them something to eat and to drink,
anointed them, carried all the feeble of them on donkeys, and brought them
to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brothers. Then they returned to
Samaria.

16At that time King Ahaz sent to the kings of Assyria to help him.
17 For again the Edomites had come and struck Judah, and carried away

captives.
18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland and of the

South of Judah, and had taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco with
its villages, Timnahwith its villages, andalsoGimzoand its villages; and they
lived there.

19For the LORDbrought Judah lowbecause of Ahaz king of Israel, because
he acted without restraint in Judah and trespassed severely against the
LORD.

20Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came to him and gave him trouble, but
didn’t strengthen him.

21 For Ahaz took away a portion out of the LORD’s house, and out of the
house of the king and of the princes, and gave it to the king of Assyria; but it
didn’t help him.

22 In the time of his distress, he trespassed yetmore against the LORD, this
same King Ahaz.

23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him. He
said, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria helped them, I will sacrifice to
them, that theymayhelpme.” But theywere the ruin of himandof all Israel.

24 Ahaz gathered together the vessels of God’s house, cut the vessels of
God’s house in pieces, and shut up the doors of the LORD’s house; and he
made himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem.

25 In every city of Judahhemadehigh places to burn incense to other gods,
and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers, to anger.

26Now the rest of his acts, and all his ways, first and last, behold, they are
written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

27 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, even in
Jerusalem, because they didn’t bring him into the tombs of the kings of
Israel; and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

29
1 Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old, and he

reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Abijah, the
daughter of Zechariah.

2Hedid thatwhichwas right in theLORD’s eyes, according toall thatDavid
his father had done.

3 In the first year of his reign, in the firstmonth, he opened the doors of the
LORD’s house and repaired them.
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4Hebrought in thepriests and theLevites andgathered themtogether into
the wide place on the east,

5 and said to them, “Listen to me, you Levites! Now sanctify yourselves,
and sanctify the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the
filthiness out of the holy place.

6For our fatherswereunfaithful, andhavedone thatwhichwas evil in the
LORD our God’s sight, and have forsaken him, and have turned away their
faces from the habitation of the LORD, and turned their backs.

7Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and
have not burned incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place to the
God of Israel.

8 Therefore the LORD’s wrath was on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has
delivered them to be tossed back and forth, to be an astonishment and a
hissing, as you see with your eyes.

9 For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our
daughters and our wives are in captivity for this.

10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of
Israel, that his fierce anger may turn away from us.

11My sons, don’t be negligent now; for the LORD has chosen you to stand
beforehim, tominister tohim, and thatyoushouldbehisministersandburn
incense.”

12 Then the Levites arose: Mahath, the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of
Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites; and of the sons of Merari, Kish the
son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah
the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son of Joah;

13and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph,
Zechariah andMattaniah;

14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of
Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15 They gathered their brothers, sanctified themselves, and went in,
according to the commandment of the king by the LORD’s words, to cleanse
the LORD’s house.

16 The priests went into the inner part of the LORD’s house to cleanse it,
and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the LORD’s temple
into the court of the LORD’s house. The Levites took it from there to carry it
out to the brook Kidron.

17Now they began on the first day of the firstmonth to sanctify, and on the
eighth day of the month they came to the LORD’s porch. They sanctified the
LORD’s house in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they
finished.

18Then they went in to Hezekiah the king within the palace and said, “We
havecleansedall theLORD’shouse, including thealtarofburntofferingwith
all its vessels, and the table of show bread with all its vessels.

19Moreover, we have prepared and sanctified all the vessels which King
Ahaz threw away in his reign when he was unfaithful. Behold, they are
before the LORD’s altar.”

20ThenHezekiah the king arose early, gathered the princes of the city, and
went up to the LORD’s house.

21 They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male
goats, for a sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah.
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He commanded the priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on the LORD’s
altar.

22So they killed the bulls, and the priests received the blood and sprinkled
it on thealtar. Theykilled the ramsandsprinkled thebloodon thealtar. They
also killed the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar.

23 They brought near the male goats for the sin offering before the king
and the assembly; and they laid their hands on them.

24 Then the priests killed them, and they made a sin offering with their
blood on the altar, tomake atonement for all Israel; for the king commanded
that the burnt offering and the sin offering should bemade for all Israel.

25 He set the Levites in the LORD’s house with cymbals, with stringed
instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of
Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the prophet; for the commandment was
from the LORD by his prophets.

26 The Levites stood with David’s instruments, and the priests with the
trumpets.

27 Hezekiah commanded them to offer the burnt offering on the altar.
When the burnt offering began, the LORD’s song also began, along with the
trumpets and instruments of David king of Israel.

28 All the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters
sounded. All this continued until the burnt offering was finished.

29When theyhadfinishedoffering, thekingandallwhowerepresentwith
him bowed themselves and worshiped.

30Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to
singpraises to theLORDwith thewordsofDavid, andofAsaph the seer. They
sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.

31ThenHezekiah answered, “Nowyouhave consecrated yourselves to the
LORD. Come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the LORD’s
house.” Theassemblybrought in sacrificesand thankofferings, andasmany
as were of a willing heart brought burnt offerings.

32 The number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was
seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. All these were
for a burnt offering to the LORD.

33 The consecrated things were six hundred head of cattle and three
thousand sheep.

34 But the priests were too few, so that they could not skin all the burnt
offerings. Therefore their brothers the Levites helped them until the work
was ended, and until the priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites
weremore upright in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests.

35 Also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with the fat of the peace
offerings and with the drink offerings for every burnt offering. So the
service of the LORD’s house was set in order.

36 Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because of that which God had
prepared for the people; for the thing was done suddenly.

30
1Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim

and Manasseh, that they should come to the LORD’s house at Jerusalem, to
keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel.
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2 For the king had taken counsel with his princes and all the assembly in
Jerusalem to keep the Passover in the secondmonth.

3 For they could not keep it at that time, because the priests had not
sanctified themselves in sufficient number, and the people had not gathered
themselves together to Jerusalem.

4The thing was right in the eyes of the king and of all the assembly.
5So they established a decree tomake proclamation throughout all Israel,

from Beersheba even to Dan, that they should come to keep the Passover to
the LORD, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for they had not kept it in great
numbers in the way it is written.

6 So the couriers went with the letters from the king and his princes
throughout all Israel and Judah, according to the commandment of the king,
saying, “You children of Israel, turn again to the LORD, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, that hemay return to the remnant of you that have escaped
out of the hand of the kings of Assyria.

7Don’t be like your fathers and like your brothers, who trespassed against
the LORD, the God of their fathers, so that he gave them up to desolation, as
you see.

8Now don’t be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to
the LORD, and enter into his sanctuary, which he has sanctified forever, and
serve the LORD your God, that his fierce anger may turn away from you.

9 For if you turn again to the LORD, your brothers and your children will
find compassion with those who led them captive, and will come again into
this land, because the LORD your God is gracious andmerciful, and will not
turn away his face from you if you return to him.”

10 So the couriers passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim
and Manasseh, even to Zebulun, but people ridiculed them and mocked
them.

11 Nevertheless some men of Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled
themselves and came to Jerusalem.

12 Also the hand of God came on Judah to give them one heart, to do the
commandment of the king and of the princes by the LORD’s word.

13Many people assembled at Jerusalem to keep the feast of unleavened
bread in the secondmonth, a very great assembly.

14 They arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they
took away all the altars for incense and threw them into the brook Kidron.

15 Then they killed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the second
month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified them-
selves, and brought burnt offerings into the LORD’s house.

16They stood in their place after their order, according to the law ofMoses
the man of God. The priests sprinkled the blood which they received of the
hand of the Levites.

17 For there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified them-
selves; therefore the Levites were in charge of killing the Passovers for
everyone whowas not clean, to sanctify them to the LORD.

18 For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, Manasseh, Is-
sachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet they ate the Passover
other than the way it is written. For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying,
“May the good LORD pardon everyone
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19who sets his heart to seek God, the LORD, the God of his fathers, even if
they aren’t clean according to the purification of the sanctuary.”

20The LORD listened to Hezekiah, and healed the people.
21 The children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the feast

of unleavened bread seven days with great gladness. The Levites and the
priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with loud instruments to the
LORD.

22Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites who had good under-
standing in the service of the LORD. So they ate throughout the feast for the
seven days, offering sacrifices of peace offerings and making confession to
the LORD, the God of their fathers.

23The whole assembly took counsel to keep another seven days, and they
kept another seven days with gladness.

24 For Hezekiah king of Judah gave to the assembly for offerings one
thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep; and the princes gave to the
assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep; and a great number of
priests sanctified themselves.

25All the assembly of Judah, with the priests and the Levites, and all the
assembly who came out of Israel, and the foreigners who came out of the
land of Israel and who lived in Judah, rejoiced.

26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem; for since the time of Solomon the
son of David king of Israel there was nothing like this in Jerusalem.

27Then the Levitical priests arose and blessed the people. Their voice was
heard, and their prayer came up to his holy habitation, even to heaven.

31
1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out

to the cities of Judah and broke the pillars in pieces, cut down the Asherah
poles, and broke down the high places and the altars out of all Judah and
Benjamin, also in Ephraim and Manasseh, until they had destroyed them
all. Then all the children of Israel returned, every man to his possession,
into their own cities.

2 Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and the Levites after
their divisions, every man according to his service, both the priests and
the Levites, for burnt offerings and for peace offerings, to minister, to give
thanks, and to praise in the gates of the LORD’s camp.

3 He also appointed the king’s portion of his possessions for the burnt
offerings: for the morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt
offerings for the Sabbaths, for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it
is written in the LORD’s law.

4Moreover he commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give the
portion of the priests and the Levites, that theymight give themselves to the
LORD’s law.

5 As soon as the commandment went out, the children of Israel gave in
abundance the first fruits of grain, new wine, oil, honey, and of all the
increase of the field; and they brought in the tithe of all things abundantly.

6 The children of Israel and Judah, who lived in the cities of Judah, also
brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and the tithe of dedicated things
which were consecrated to the LORD their God, and laid them in heaps.

7 In the third month, they began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and
finished them in the seventhmonth.
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8When Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed
the LORD and his people Israel.

9Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and the Levites about the heaps.
10Azariah the chief priest, of the house of Zadok, answered him and said,

“Since people began to bring the offerings into the LORD’s house, we have
eaten and had enough, and have plenty left over, for the LORD has blessed
his people; and that which is left is this great store.”

11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to prepare rooms in the LORD’s
house, and they prepared them.

12 They brought in the offerings, the tithes, and the dedicated things
faithfully. Conaniah the Levite was ruler over them, and Shimei his brother
was second.

13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah,
Mahath, and Benaiah were overseers under the hand of Conaniah and
Shimei his brother, by the appointment of Hezekiah the king and Azariah
the ruler of God’s house.

14 Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the gatekeeper at the east gate, was
over the freewill offerings of God, to distribute the LORD’s offerings and the
most holy things.

15 Under him were Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and
Shecaniah, in the cities of the priests, in their office of trust, to give to their
brothers by divisions, to the great as well as to the small;

16 in addition to those who were listed by genealogy of males, from three
years old and upward, even everyone who entered into the LORD’s house,
as the duty of every day required, for their service in their offices according
to their divisions;

17 and those who were listed by genealogy of the priests by their fathers’
houses, and the Levites from twenty years old and upward, in their offices
by their divisions;

18 and those who were listed by genealogy of all their little ones, their
wives, their sons, and their daughters, through all the congregation; for in
their office of trust they sanctified themselves in holiness.

19 Also for the sons of Aaron the priests, who were in the fields of the
pasture lands of their cities, in every city, there were men who were
mentioned by name to give portions to all the males among the priests and
to all who were listed by genealogy among the Levites.

20Hezekiah did so throughout all Judah; and he did that which was good,
right, and faithful before the LORD his God.

21 In every work that he began in the service of God’s house, in the law,
and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart and
prospered.

32
1 After these things and this faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria

came, entered into Judah, encamped against the fortified cities, and in-
tended to win them for himself.

2 When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come, and that he was
planning to fight against Jerusalem,

3 he took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters
of the springs which were outside of the city, and they helped him.
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4Thenmanypeoplegathered togetherand theystoppedall the springsand
the brook that flowed through the middle of the land, saying, “Why should
the kings of Assyria come, and find abundant water?”

5He took courage, built up all the wall that was broken down, and raised
it up to the towers, with the other wall outside, and strengthened Millo in
David’s city, andmade weapons and shields in abundance.

6He set captains of war over the people, gathered them together to him
in the wide place at the gate of the city, and spoke encouragingly to them,
saying,

7 “Be strong and courageous. Don’t be afraid or dismayed because of the
king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude who is with him; for there is a
greater one with us than with him.

8Anarmofflesh iswithhim, but theLORDourGod iswithus tohelpusand
to fight our battles.” The people rested themselves on thewords of Hezekiah
king of Judah.

9 After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his servants to Jerusalem,
(now he was attacking Lachish, and all his forces were with him), to
Hezekiah king of Judah, and to all Judah whowere at Jerusalem, saying,

10 Sennacherib king of Assyria says, “In whom do you trust, that you
remain under siege in Jerusalem?

11Doesn’t Hezekiah persuade you to give you over to die by famine and by
thirst, saying, ‘The LORD our God will deliver us out of the hand of the king
of Assyria’?

12 Hasn’t the same Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars,
andcommanded Judahand Jerusalem, saying, ‘Youshallworshipbeforeone
altar, and you shall burn incense on it’?

13Don’t youknowwhat I andmy fathers havedone to all the peoples of the
lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands in anyway able to deliver
their land out of my hand?

14Who was there among all the gods of those nations which my fathers
utterly destroyed that could deliver his people out ofmyhand, that yourGod
should be able to deliver you out of my hand?

15Now therefore don’t let Hezekiah deceive you nor persuade you in this
way. Don’t believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to
deliver his people out of my hand, and out of the hand of my fathers. How
much less will your God deliver you out of my hand?”

16 His servants spoke yet more against the LORD God and against his
servant Hezekiah.

17He alsowrote letters insulting the LORD, the God of Israel, and speaking
against him, saying, “As the gods of the nations of the lands, which have
not delivered their people out of my hand, so shall the God of Hezekiah not
deliver his people out of my hand.”

18 They called out with a loud voice in the Jews’ language to the people of
Jerusalemwho were on the wall, to frighten them and to trouble them, that
theymight take the city.

19 They spoke of the God of Jerusalem as of the gods of the peoples of the
earth, which are the work of men’s hands.

20 Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed
because of this, and cried to heaven.
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21 The LORD sent an angel, who cut off all the mighty men of valor, the
leaders, and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returnedwith
shame of face to his own land. When he had come into the house of his god,
those who came out of his own body* killed him there with the sword.

22 Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from
the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from the hand of all others,
and guided them on every side.

23 Many brought gifts to the LORD to Jerusalem, and precious things to
Hezekiahking of Judah, so that hewas exalted in the sight of all nations from
then on.

24 In those days Hezekiah was terminally ill, and he prayed to the LORD;
and he spoke to him, and gave him a sign.

25ButHezekiahdidn’t reciprocate appropriate to thebenefit done for him,
because his heart was lifted up. Therefore there was wrath on him, Judah,
and Jerusalem.

26However, Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the LORD’s wrath didn’t come on
them in the days of Hezekiah.

27Hezekiah had exceedingly great riches and honor. He provided himself
with treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields,
and for all kinds of valuable vessels;

28 also storehouses for the increase of grain, new wine, and oil; and stalls
for all kinds of animals, and flocks in folds.

29Moreover he provided for himself cities, and possessions of flocks and
herds in abundance; for God had given him abundant possessions.

30 This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of the waters of
Gihon, and brought them straight down on the west side of David’s city.
Hezekiah prospered in all his works.

31However, concerning the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who
sent to him to inquire of the wonder that was done in the land, God left him
to test him, that hemight know all that was in his heart.

32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and his good deeds, behold, they
are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, in the book
of the kings of Judah and Israel.

33 Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the ascent to
the tombs of the sons of David. All Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
honored him at his death. Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

33
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

fifty-five years in Jerusalem.
2He did that whichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, after the abominations of

the nations whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.
3For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken

down; and he raised up altars for the Baals, made Asheroth, and worshiped
all the army of the sky, and served them.

4He built altars in the LORD’s house, of which the LORD said, “My name
shall be in Jerusalem forever.”
* 32:21 i.e., his own sons



2 Chronicles 33:5 610 2 Chronicles 33:21

5He built altars for all the army of the sky in the two courts of the LORD’s
house.

6He alsomade his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son
of Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and witchcraft, and dealt with
those who had familiar spirits and with wizards. He did much evil in the
LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.

7Heset the engraved imageof the idol,whichhehadmade, inGod’s house,
of which God said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house, and in
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my
name forever.

8 I will not any more remove the foot of Israel from off the land which I
have appointed for your fathers, if only theywill observe to do all that I have
commanded them, evenall the law, the statutes, and theordinances givenby
Moses.”

9Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that they
did more evil than did the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the
children of Israel.

10The LORD spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they didn’t listen.
11 Therefore the LORD brought on them the captains of the army of the

king of Assyria, who took Manasseh in chains, bound him with fetters, and
carried him to Babylon.

12 When he was in distress, he begged the LORD his God, and humbled
himself greatly before the God of his fathers.

13He prayed to him; and hewas entreated by him, and heard his supplica-
tion, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. ThenManasseh
knew that the LORDwas God.

14Now after this, he built an outer wall to David’s city on the west side of
Gihon, in the valley, even to the entrance at the fish gate. He encircled Ophel
with it, and raised it up to a very great height; and he put valiant captains in
all the fortified cities of Judah.

15He took away the foreign gods and the idol out of the LORD’s house, and
all the altars that he had built in the mountain of the LORD’s house and in
Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city.

16Hebuilt up theLORD’s altar, andoffered sacrificesofpeaceofferingsand
of thanksgiving on it, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD, the God of
Israel.

17Nevertheless the people still sacrificed in the high places, but only to the
LORD their God.

18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to his God, and the
words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD, the God of
Israel, behold, they are written among the acts of the kings of Israel.

19 His prayer also, and how God listened to his request, and all his sin
and his trespass, and the places in which he built high places and set up the
Asherahpoles and the engraved images before hehumbledhimself: behold,
they are written in the history of Hozai.*

20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they buried him in his own
house; and Amon his son reigned in his place.

21Amonwas twenty-twoyears oldwhenhebegan to reign; andhe reigned
two years in Jerusalem.

* 33:19 or, the seers



2 Chronicles 33:22 611 2 Chronicles 34:13

22 He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, as did Manasseh his
father; and Amon sacrificed to all the engraved images whichManasseh his
father hadmade, and served them.

23He didn’t humble himself before the LORD, as Manasseh his father had
humbled himself; but this same Amon trespassedmore andmore.

24 His servants conspired against him, and put him to death in his own
house.

25 But the people of the land killed all those who had conspired against
King Amon; and the people of the landmade Josiah his son king in his place.

34
1 Josiahwas eight years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-

one years in Jerusalem.
2He did that which was right in the LORD’s eyes, and walked in the ways

of David his father, and didn’t turn away to the right hand or to the left.
3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began

to seek after the God of David his father; and in the twelfth year he began
to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, the Asherah poles, the
engraved images, and themolten images.

4They broke down the altars of the Baals in his presence; and he cut down
the incense altars that were on high above them. He broke the Asherah
poles, the engraved images, and the molten images in pieces, made dust of
them, and scattered it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to them.

5He burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and purged Judah and
Jerusalem.

6 He did this in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, even to
Naphtali, around in their ruins.

7 He broke down the altars, beat the Asherah poles and the engraved
images into powder, and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the
land of Israel, then returned to Jerusalem.

8Now in the eighteenthyear of his reign,whenhehadpurged the landand
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,Maaseiah the governor of the
city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder to repair the house of the LORD
his God.

9 They came to Hilkiah the high priest and delivered the money that was
brought into God’s house, which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold,
had gathered from the hands of Manasseh, Ephraim, of all the remnant of
Israel, of all Judah and Benjamin, and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10They delivered it into the hands of the workmenwho had the oversight
of the LORD’s house; and the workmen who labored in the LORD’s house
gave it to mend and repair the house.

11 They gave it to the carpenters and to the builders to buy cut stone and
timber for couplings, and to make beams for the houses which the kings of
Judah had destroyed.

12 The men did the work faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and
Obadiah theLevites, of the sons ofMerari; andZechariah andMeshullam, of
the sons of the Kohathites, to give direction; and others of the Levites, who
were all skillful withmusical instruments.

13Also theywere over the bearers of burdens, anddirected allwhodid the
work in every kind of service. Of the Levites, there were scribes, officials,
and gatekeepers.
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14 When they brought out the money that was brought into the LORD’s
house, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the LORD’s law given byMoses.

15Hilkiah answered Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the book of the law
in the LORD’s house.” So Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan.

16Shaphan carried the book to the king, andmoreover brought backword
to the king, saying, “All that was committed to your servants, they are doing.

17They have emptied out the money that was found in the LORD’s house,
and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers and into the hand of the
workmen.”

18 Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has deliv-
eredme a book.” Shaphan read from it to the king.

19When the king had heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes.
20 The king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the

son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,
21“Go inquireof theLORDforme, and for thosewhoare left in Israel and in

Judah, concerning thewordsof thebook that is found; for great is theLORD’s
wrath that is poured out onus, because our fathers havenot kept the LORD’s
word, to do according to all that is written in this book.”

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had commanded went to Huldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah,
keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the second quarter),
and they spoke to her to that effect.

23 She said to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Tell the man who
sent you tome,

24 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring evil on this place and on its
inhabitants, even all the curses that arewritten in the bookwhich they have
read before the king of Judah.

25 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense to other
gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their
hands, therefore my wrath is poured out on this place, and it will not be
quenched.’ ” ’

26But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, you shall
tell him this, ‘The LORD, the God of Israel says: “About the words which you
have heard,

27 because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before God
when you heard his words against this place and against its inhabitants,
and have humbled yourself beforeme, and have torn your clothes andwept
before me, I also have heard you,” says the LORD.

28 “Behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to
your grave in peace. Your eyes won’t see all the evil that I will bring on this
place and on its inhabitants.” ’ ”
They brought back this message to the king.
29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and

Jerusalem.
30The kingwent up to the LORD’s housewith all themen of Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests, the Levites, and all the people, both
great and small—and he read in their hearing all the words of the book of
the covenant that was found in the LORD’s house.

31 The king stood in his place and made a covenant before the LORD, to
walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments, his testimonies, and
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his statutes with all his heart and with all his soul, to perform the words of
the covenant that were written in this book.

32He caused all whowere found in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand. The
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of
their fathers.

33 Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries that
belonged to the children of Israel, and made all who were found in Israel
to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. All his days they didn’t depart
from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

35
1 Josiahkept aPassover to theLORD in Jerusalem. Theykilled thePassover

on the fourteenth day of the first month.
2He set the priests in their offices and encouraged them in the service of

the LORD’s house.
3He said to the Levites who taught all Israel, who were holy to the LORD,

“Put the holy ark in the housewhich Solomon the son of David king of Israel
built. It will no longer be a burden on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD
your God and his people Israel.

4Prepare yourselves after your fathers’ houses by your divisions, accord-
ing to the writing of David king of Israel, and according to the writing of
Solomon his son.

5Stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the fathers’houses of
your brothers the children of the people, and let there be for each a portion
of a fathers’ house of the Levites.

6Kill the Passover lamb, sanctify yourselves, and prepare for your broth-
ers, to do according to the LORD’s word byMoses.”

7 Josiah gave to the children of the people, of the flock, lambs and young
goats, all of them for the Passover offerings, to all who were present, to the
number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bulls. These were of the
king’s substance.

8Hisprinces gavea freewill offering to thepeople, to thepriests, and to the
Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the rulers of God’s house, gave to the
priests for the Passover offerings two thousand six hundred small livestock,
and three hundred head of cattle.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and
Hashabiah, Jeiel, and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites
for the Passover offerings five thousand small livestock and five hundred
head of cattle.

10So the servicewas prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the
Levites by their divisions, according to the king’s commandment.

11 They killed the Passover lambs, and the priests sprinkled the blood
which they received from their hands, and the Levites skinned them.

12They removed the burnt offerings, that theymight give them according
to the divisions of the fathers’ houses of the children of the people, to offer
to the LORD, as it is written in the book ofMoses. They did the samewith the
cattle.

13 They roasted the Passover with fire according to the ordinance. They
boiled the holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in pans, and carried them
quickly to all the children of the people.
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14Afterward theyprepared for themselves and for thepriests, because the
priests the sons ofAaronwerebusywith offering theburnt offerings and the
fat until night. Therefore the Levites prepared for themselves and for the
priests the sons of Aaron.

15 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place, according to the
commandment of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and
the gatekeepers were at every gate. They didn’t need to depart from their
service, because their brothers the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the
Passover, and to offer burnt offerings on the LORD’s altar, according to the
commandment of King Josiah.

17The children of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time,
and the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

18 There was no Passover like that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel
the prophet, nor did any of the kings of Israel keep such a Passover as
Josiah kept—with the priests, the Levites, and all Judah and Israel whowere
present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19This Passover was kept in the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah.
20After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt

went up to fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates, and Josiah went out
against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, “What have I to do with you,
you king of Judah? I come not against you today, but against the house with
which I have war. God has commanded me to make haste. Beware that it is
God who is withme, that he not destroy you.”

22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised
himself, that he might fight with him, and didn’t listen to the words of Neco
from themouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23The archers shot at King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, “Take
me away, because I am seriously wounded!”

24 So his servants took him out of the chariot, and put him in the second
chariot that he had, and brought him to Jerusalem; and he died, and was
buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for
Josiah.

25 Jeremiah lamented for Josiah, and all the singing men and singing
womenspokeof Josiah in their lamentations to thisday; and theymade them
an ordinance in Israel. Behold, they are written in the lamentations.

26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his good deeds, according to that
which is written in the LORD’s law,

27 and his acts, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah.

36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made

him king in his father’s place in Jerusalem.
2 Joahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign; and he

reigned threemonths in Jerusalem.
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3 The king of Egypt removed him from office at Jerusalem, and fined the
land one hundred talents of silver and a talent* of gold.

4 The king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah and
Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Neco took Joahaz his
brother, and carried him to Egypt.

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did that which was evil in the LORD
his God’s sight.

6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him, and bound him
in fetters to carry him to Babylon.

7Nebuchadnezzar also carried some of the vessels of the LORD’s house to
Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon.

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, andhis abominationswhichhedid,
and thatwhichwas found in him, behold, they arewritten in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
three months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight.

10At the return of the year, KingNebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to
Babylon, with the valuable vessels of the LORD’s house, andmade Zedekiah
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.

12Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the LORDhisGod’s sight. Hedidn’t humble
himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the LORD’s mouth.

13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him
swear by God; but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart against
turning to the LORD, the God of Israel.

14 Moreover all the chiefs of the priests and the people trespassed very
greatly after all the abominations of the nations; and they polluted the
LORD’s house which he hadmade holy in Jerusalem.

15 The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent to them by his messengers,
rising up early and sending, because he had compassion on his people and
on his dwelling place;

16but theymocked themessengers ofGod, despisedhiswords, and scoffed
at his prophets, until the LORD’s wrath arose against his people, until there
was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought on them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed
their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had
no compassion on youngman or virgin, oldman or infirm. He gave them all
into his hand.

18All the vessels of God’s house, great and small, and the treasures of the
LORD’s house, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he
brought to Babylon.

19They burned God’s house, broke down thewall of Jerusalem, burned all
its palaces with fire, and destroyed all of its valuable vessels.

20 He carried those who had escaped from the sword away to Babylon,
and they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom
of Persia,
* 36:3 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces



2 Chronicles 36:21 616 2 Chronicles 36:23

21 to fulfill the LORD’s word by Jeremiah’s mouth, until the land had
enjoyed its Sabbaths. As long as it lay desolate, it kept Sabbath, to fulfill
seventy years.

22Now in thefirst year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the LORD’sword by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,

23 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given all
the kingdoms of the earth to me; and he has commanded me to build him a
house in Jerusalem,which is in Judah. Whoever there is among youof all his
people, the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.’ ”
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The Book of
Ezra

1Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the LORD’s* word by
Jeremiah’s mouth might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,

2 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘The LORD, the God† of heaven, has given me
all the kingdoms of the earth; and he has commanded me to build him a
house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God be with him,

and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the
LORD, the God of Israel (he is God), which is in Jerusalem.

4Whoever is left, in any place where he lives, let themen of his place help
him with silver, with gold, with goods, and with animals, in addition to the
free will offering for God’s house which is in Jerusalem.’ ”

5Then the heads of fathers’households of Judah andBenjamin, the priests
and the Levites, all whose spirit Godhad stirred to go up, rose up to build the
LORD’s house which is in Jerusalem.

6All those who were around them strengthened their hands with vessels
of silver, with gold, with goods, with animals, and with precious things, in
addition to all that was willingly offered.

7Also Cyrus the king brought out the vessels of the LORD’s house, which
Nebuchadnezzar had brought out of Jerusalem, and had put in the house of
his gods;

8 even those, Cyrus king of Persia brought out by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

9This is the number of them: thirty platters of gold, one thousand platters
of silver, twenty-nine knives,

10 thirty bowls of gold, four hundred ten silver bowls of a second kind, and
one thousand other vessels.

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand four hundred.
Sheshbazzar brought all these up when the captives were brought up from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1 Now these are the children of the province who went up out of the

captivity of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon had carried away to Babylon, and who returned to
Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his city;

2 who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
The number of themen of the people of Israel:
3The children of Parosh, two thousand one hundred seventy-two.
4The children of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy-two.
5The children of Arah, seven hundred seventy-five.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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6 The children of Pahathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two
thousand eight hundred twelve.

7The children of Elam, one thousand two hundred fifty-four.
8The children of Zattu, nine hundred forty-five.
9The children of Zaccai, seven hundred sixty.
10The children of Bani, six hundred forty-two.
11The children of Bebai, six hundred twenty-three.
12The children of Azgad, one thousand two hundred twenty-two.
13The children of Adonikam, six hundred sixty-six.
14The children of Bigvai, two thousand fifty-six.
15The children of Adin, four hundred fifty-four.
16The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight.
17The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty-three.
18The children of Jorah, one hundred twelve.
19The children of Hashum, two hundred twenty-three.
20The children of Gibbar, ninety-five.
21The children of Bethlehem, one hundred twenty-three.
22Themen of Netophah, fifty-six.
23Themen of Anathoth, one hundred twenty-eight.
24The children of Azmaveth, forty-two.
25 The children of Kiriath Arim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred

forty-three.
26The children of Ramah and Geba, six hundred twenty-one.
27Themen of Michmas, one hundred twenty-two.
28Themen of Bethel and Ai, two hundred twenty-three.
29The children of Nebo, fifty-two.
30The children of Magbish, one hundred fifty-six.
31The children of the other Elam, one thousand two hundred fifty-four.
32The children of Harim, three hundred twenty.
33The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred twenty-five.
34The children of Jericho, three hundred forty-five.
35The children of Senaah, three thousand six hundred thirty.
36Thepriests: thechildrenof Jedaiah, of thehouseof Jeshua, ninehundred

seventy-three.
37The children of Immer, one thousand fifty-two.
38The children of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred forty-seven.
39The children of Harim, one thousand seventeen.
40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children of

Hodaviah, seventy-four.
41The singers: the children of Asaph, one hundred twenty-eight.
42 The children of the gatekeepers: the children of Shallum, the children

of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children ofHatita,
the children of Shobai, in all one hundred thirty-nine.

43The temple servants: the children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the
children of Tabbaoth,

44 the children of Keros, the children of Siaha, the children of Padon,
45 thechildrenofLebanah, thechildrenofHagabah, thechildrenofAkkub,
46 the children of Hagab, the children of Shamlai, the children of Hanan,
47 the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah,
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48 the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam,
49 the children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, the children of Besai,
50 the children of Asnah, the children of Meunim, the children of

Nephisim,
51 the childrenofBakbuk, the childrenofHakupha, the childrenofHarhur,
52 the children of Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha,
53 the children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah,
54 the children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha.
55 The children of Solomon’s servants: the children of Sotai, the children

of Hassophereth, the children of Peruda,
56 the children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel,
57 the children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of

Pochereth Hazzebaim, the children of Ami.
58 All the temple servants, and the children of Solomon’s servants, were

three hundred ninety-two.
59 These were those who went up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub,

Addan, and Immer; but they could not show their fathers’ houses and their
offspring,* whether they were of Israel:

60 the children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda,
six hundred fifty-two.

61Of the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of
Hakkoz, and the children of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of
Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name.

62 These sought their place among those who were registered by geneal-
ogy, but they were not found; therefore they were deemed disqualified and
removed from the priesthood.

63The governor told them that they should not eat of themost holy things
until a priest stood up to serve with Urim andwith Thummim.

64 The whole assembly together was forty-two thousand three hundred
sixty,

65 in addition to their male servants and their female servants, of whom
there were seven thousand three hundred thirty-seven; and they had two
hundred singingmen and singing women.

66 Their horses were seven hundred thirty-six; their mules, two hundred
forty-five;

67 their camels, four hundred thirty-five; their donkeys, six thousand
seven hundred twenty.

68Someof the heads of fathers’households, when they came to the LORD’s
house which is in Jerusalem, offered willingly for God’s house to set it up in
its place.

69 They gave according to their ability into the treasury of the work
sixty-one thousand darics of gold,† five thousand minas‡ of silver, and one
hundred priests’ garments.

70 So the priests and the Levites, with some of the people, the singers, the
gatekeepers, and the temple servants, lived in their cities, and all Israel in
their cities.

* 2:59 or, seed † 2:69 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams
or about 0.27 troy ounces each. ‡ 2:69 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 5,000minas
is about 3 metric tons.
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3
1When the seventhmonthhadcome, and the childrenof Israelwere in the

cities, the people gathered themselves together as oneman to Jerusalem.
2Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak stoodupwith his brothers the priests and

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his relatives, and built the altar of the
God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it iswritten in the lawofMoses
theman of God.

3 In spite of their fearbecauseof thepeoples of the surrounding lands, they
set the altar on its base; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD,
even burnt offerings morning and evening.

4They kept the feast of booths, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt
offerings by number, according to the ordinance, as the duty of every day
required;

5 and afterward the continual burnt offering, the offerings of the new
moons, of all the set feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and of
everyone whowillingly offered a free will offering to the LORD.

6 From the first day of the seventh month, they began to offer burnt
offerings to the LORD; but the foundation of the LORD’s temple was not yet
laid.

7 They also gave money to the masons and to the carpenters. They also
gave food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar trees
fromLebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had from
Cyrus King of Persia.

8Now in the second year of their coming to God’s house at Jerusalem, in
the secondmonth, Zerubbabel the sonofShealtiel, Jeshua the sonof Jozadak,
and the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all those who
had come out of the captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and appointed
the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to have the oversight of the
work of the LORD’s house.

9Then Jeshua stood with his sons and his brothers, Kadmiel and his sons,
the sons of Judah, together to have the oversight of the workmen in God’s
house: the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brothers the Levites.

10When thebuilders laid the foundation of the LORD’s temple, they set the
priests in their vestments with trumpets, with the Levites the sons of Asaph
with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the directions of David king
of Israel.

11They sang tooneanother inpraisingandgiving thanks to theLORD, “For
he is good, for his loving kindness endures forever toward Israel.” All the
people shoutedwith a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the LORD’s house had been laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ households,
the oldmenwhohad seen the first house, when the foundation of this house
was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice. Many also shouted aloud
for joy,

13so that the people could not discern thenoise of the shout of joy from the
noise of theweeping of the people; for the people shoutedwith a loud shout,
and the noise was heard far away.
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4
1Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the chil-

dren of the captivity were building a temple to the LORD, the God of Israel,
2 they came near to Zerubbabel, and to the heads of fathers’ households,

and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we seek your God as you do;
and we have been sacrificing to him since the days of Esar Haddon king of
Assyria, who brought us up here.”

3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households
of Israel said to them, “You have nothing to dowith us in building a house to
our God; but we ourselves together will build to the LORD, the God of Israel,
as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.”

4Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah,
and troubled them in building.

5Theyhiredcounselors against themto frustrate theirpurposeall thedays
of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.

6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an
accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.

7 In thedays ofArtaxerxes, Bishlam,Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his
companionswrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia; and thewriting of the letter
was written in Syrian and delivered in the Syrian language.

8 Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows.

9 Then Rehum the chancellor, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their
companions, the Dinaites, and the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the
Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the De-
haites, the Elamites,

10and the rest of the nationswhom the great and noble Osnappar brought
over and settled in the city of Samaria, and in the rest of the country beyond
the River, and so forth, wrote.

11This is the copy of the letter that they sent:

To King Artaxerxes, from your servants, the people beyond the River.
12Be it knownto theking that the Jewswhocameup fromyouhavecome

to us to Jerusalem. They are building the rebellious and bad city, and have
finished the walls and repaired the foundations.

13 Be it known now to the king that if this city is built and the walls
finished, they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and in the end it will be
hurtful to the kings.

14Nowbecausewe eat the salt of the palace and it is not appropriate for
us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore we have sent and informed the king,

15 that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers.
Youwill see in the book of the records, and know that this city is a rebellious
city, andhurtful tokingsandprovinces, and that theyhavestartedrebellions
within it in the past. That is why this city was destroyed.

16We inform the king that if this city is built and thewalls finished, then
you will have no possession beyond the River.

17Then the king sent an answer to Rehum the chancellor, and to Shimshai
the scribe, and to the rest of their companions who live in Samaria, and in
the rest of the country beyond the River:
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Peace.
18The letter which you sent to us has been plainly read before me.
19 I decreed, and search has been made, and it was found that this city

has made insurrection against kings in the past, and that rebellion and
revolts have beenmade in it.

20 There have also been mighty kings over Jerusalem who have ruled
over all the country beyond the River; and tribute, custom, and toll was paid
to them.

21Make a decree now to cause these men to cease, and that this city not
be built until a decree is made byme.

22 Be careful that you not be slack doing so. Why should damage grow
to the hurt of the kings?

23Then when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum,
Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went in haste to Jerusalem
to the Jews, andmade them to cease by force of arms.

24 Then work stopped on God’s house which is at Jerusalem. It stopped
until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

5
1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo,

prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem. They prophesied
to them in the name of the God of Israel.

2Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose
up and began to build God’s house which is at Jerusalem; and with them
were the prophets of God, helping them.

3At the same time Tattenai, the governor beyond the River, came to them,
withShetharbozenai and their companions, andasked them, “Whogaveyou
a decree to build this house and to finish this wall?”

4Theyalso asked for thenamesof themenwhoweremaking this building.
5 But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they didn’t

make them cease until the matter should come to Darius, and an answer
should be returned by letter concerning it.

6 The copy of the letter that Tattenai, the governor beyond the River, and
Shetharbozenai, and his companions the Apharsachites who were beyond
the River, sent to Darius the king follows.

7They sent a letter to him, in which was written:

To Darius the king, all peace.
8Be it known to the king that we went into the province of Judah, to the

house of the great God, which is being built with great stones and timber
is laid in thewalls. This work goes onwith diligence and prospers in their
hands.

9 Then we asked those elders, and said to them thus, “Who gave you a
decree to build this house, and to finish this wall?”

10We asked them their names also, to inform you that we might write
the names of themenwhowere at their head.

11Thus they returned us answer, saying, “Weare the servants of theGod
of heaven and earth and are building the house that was built these many
years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished.
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12 But after our fathers had provoked the God of heaven to wrath, he
gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean,
who destroyed this house and carried the people away into Babylon.

13 But in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made a
decree to build this house of God.

14 The gold and silver vessels of God’s house, which Nebuchadnezzar
took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and brought into the temple of
Babylon, those Cyrus the king also took out of the temple of Babylon, and
they were delivered to one whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had
made governor.

15He said to him, ‘Take these vessels, go, put them in the temple that is
in Jerusalem, and let God’s house be built in its place.’

16 Then the same Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of God’s
housewhich is in Jerusalem. Since that timeevenuntil now ithasbeenbeing
built, and yet it is not completed.

17 Now therefore, if it seems good to the king, let a search be made in
the king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, whether it is so that a
decreewasmadebyCyrus theking tobuild this houseofGodat Jerusalem;
and let the king send his pleasure to us concerning this matter.”

6
1ThenDarius thekingmadeadecree, and thehouseof thearchives,where

the treasures were laid up in Babylon, was searched.
2A scroll was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of

Media, and in it this was written for a record:
3 In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made a decree:

Concerning God’s house at Jerusalem, let the house be built, the place
where they offer sacrifices, and let its foundations be strongly laid, with
its height sixty cubits* and its width sixty cubits;

4with three courses of great stones and a course of new timber. Let the
expenses be given out of the king’s house.

5Also let the gold and silver vessels ofGod’s house,whichNebuchadnez-
zar took out of the temple which is at Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be
restored and brought again to the temple which is at Jerusalem, everything
to its place. You shall put them in God’s house.

6Now therefore, Tattenai, governor beyond the River, Shetharbozenai,
and your companions the Apharsachites, who are beyond the River, you
must stay far from there.

7Leave thework of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews
and the elders of the Jews build this house of God in its place.

8Moreover Imake a decree regardingwhat you shall do for these elders
of the Jews for thebuildingof this houseofGod: that of theking’s goods, even
of the tribute beyond the River, expenses must be given with all diligence to
these men, that they not be hindered.

9Thatwhich they have need of, including young bulls, rams, and lambs,
for burnt offerings to the God of heaven; also wheat, salt, wine, and oil,
according to thewordof thepriestswhoareat Jerusalem, let it begiven them
day by day without fail,
* 6:3 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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10 that theymay offer sacrifices of pleasant aroma to the God of heaven,
and pray for the life of the king and of his sons.

11 I have alsomadeadecree thatwhoever alters thismessage, let a beam
be pulled out fromhis house, and let himbe lifted up and fastened on it; and
let his house bemade a dunghill for this.

12May the God who has caused his name to dwell there overthrow all
kings and peoples who stretch out their hand to alter this, to destroy this
house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree. Let it be
done with all diligence.

13 Then Tattenai, the governor beyond the River, Shetharbozenai, and
their companionsdidaccordinglywithall diligence, becauseDarius theking
had sent a decree.

14The elders of the Jews built and prospered, through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They built and finished
it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

15This house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was
in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

16Thechildrenof Israel, thepriests, theLevites, and therest of thechildren
of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy.

17 They offered at the dedication of this house of God one hundred bulls,
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel,
twelve male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel.

18They set thepriests in their divisions and theLevites in their courses, for
the service of Godwhich is at Jerusalem, as it iswritten in the book ofMoses.

19The children of the captivity kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of
the first month.

20 Because the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together,
all of them were pure. They killed the Passover for all the children of the
captivity, for their brothers the priests, and for themselves.

21The children of Israelwho had returned out of the captivity, and all who
had separated themselves to them from the filthiness of the nations of the
land to seek the LORD, the God of Israel, ate,

22and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven dayswith joy; because the
LORDhadmade them joyful, and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria
to them, to strengthen their hands in the work of God, the God of Israel’s
house.

7
1Nowafter these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the

son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah,
2 the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of

Aaron the chief priest—
6 this Ezra went up from Babylon. He was a skilled scribe in the law of

Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given; and the king granted
him all his request, according to the LORD his God’s hand on him.
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7 Some of the children of Israel, including some of the priests, the Levites,
the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants went up to Jerusalem
in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king.

8He came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year
of the king.

9 For on the first day of the first month he began to go up from Babylon;
and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, according to
the good hand of his God on him.

10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek the LORD’s law, and to do it, and to
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

11Now this is the copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the
priest, the scribe, even the scribe of the words of the LORD’s command-
ments, and of his statutes to Israel:

12Artaxerxes, king of kings,
To Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the perfect God of heaven.
Now
13 I make a decree that all those of the people of Israel and their priests

and the Levites in my realm, who intend of their own free will to go to
Jerusalem, go with you.

14Because you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to inquire
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, according to the law of your God which is
in your hand,

15 and to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counselors
have freely offered to the God of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem,

16 and all the silver and gold that you will find in all the province of
Babylon, with the free will offering of the people and of the priests, offering
willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem.

17Thereforeyou shallwithall diligencebuywith thismoneybulls, rams,
and lambswith theirmeal offerings and their drinkofferings, and shall offer
them on the altar of the house of your Godwhich is in Jerusalem.

18Whatever seems good to you and to your brothers to do with the rest
of the silver and the gold, do that according to the will of your God.

19 The vessels that are given to you for the service of the house of your
God, deliver before the God of Jerusalem.

20Whatever more will be needed for the house of your God, which you
may have occasion to give, give it out of the king’s treasure house.

21 I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers who
are beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law
of the God of heaven, requires of you, it shall be done with all diligence,

22 up to one hundred talents* of silver, and to one hundred cors† of
wheat, and to one hundred baths‡ of wine, and to one hundred baths of oil,
and salt without prescribing howmuch.

23Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done exactly
for the house of the God of heaven; for why should there be wrath against
the realm of the king and his sons?

* 7:22 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 7:22 1 cor is the same as
a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. ‡ 7:22 1 bath is one tenth of
a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters or 2.4 pecks. 100 baths would be about 2,100 liters.
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24 Also we inform you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute,
custom, or toll on any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple
servants, or laborers of this house of God.

25 You, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand,
appoint magistrates and judges who may judge all the people who are
beyond the River, who all know the laws of your God; and teach himwho
doesn’t know them.

26Whoever will not do the law of your God and the law of the king, let
judgment be executed on himwith all diligence, whether it is to death, or to
banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or to imprisonment.

27Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as
this in the king’s heart, to beautify the LORD’s house which is in Jerusalem;

28 and has extended loving kindness to me before the king and his
counselors, and before all the king’s mighty princes. I was strengthened
according to the LORD my God’s hand on me, and I gathered together chief
men out of Israel to go up withme.

8
1 Now these are the heads of their fathers’ households, and this is the

genealogy of those who went up with me from Babylon, in the reign of
Artaxerxes the king:

2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom.
Of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel.
Of the sons of David, Hattush.
3Of the sons of Shecaniah, of the sons of Parosh, Zechariah; and with him
were listed by genealogy of themales one hundred fifty.

4Of the sons of Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah; andwith him
two hundredmales.

5Of the sons of Shecaniah, the sonof Jahaziel; andwithhim threehundred
males.

6Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan; and with him fifty males.
7Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah; and with him seventy
males.

8 Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the son of Michael; and with him
eighty males.

9Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel; andwith him two hundred
eighteenmales.

10Of thesonsofShelomith, the sonof Josiphiah; andwithhimonehundred
sixty males.

11Of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son of Bebai; and with him twenty-
eight males.

12Of the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son of Hakkatan; and with him one
hundred tenmales.

13Of the sons of Adonikam, who were the last, their names are: Eliphelet,
Jeuel, and Shemaiah; and with them sixty males.

14Of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zabbud; and with them seventy males.
15 I gathered them together to the river that runs to Ahava; and there we

encamped three days. Then I looked around at the people and the priests,
and found there were none of the sons of Levi.
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16 Then I sent for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, for Elnathan, for Jarib,
for Elnathan, for Nathan, for Zechariah, and forMeshullam, chiefmen; also
for Joiarib and for Elnathan, whowere teachers.

17 I sent them out to Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia; and I told them
what they should tell Iddo and his brothers the temple servants at the place
Casiphia, that they should bring to us ministers for the house of our God.

18According to the good hand of our God on us they brought us a man of
discretion, of the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel, namely
Sherebiah, with his sons and his brothers, eighteen;

19 and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his
brothers and their sons, twenty;

20 and of the temple servants, whom David and the princes had given for
the service of the Levites, two hundred twenty temple servants. All of them
werementioned by name.

21Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river Ahava, thatwemight humble
ourselvesbeforeourGod, to seek fromhimastraightway forus, for our little
ones, and for all our possessions.

22 For I was ashamed to ask of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen
to help us against the enemy on theway, becausewe had spoken to the king,
saying, “The hand of our God is on all those who seek him, for good; but his
power and his wrath is against all those who forsake him.”

23 So we fasted and begged our God for this, and he granted our request.
24 Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs of the priests, even Sherebiah,

Hashabiah, and ten of their brothers with them,
25 and weighed to them the silver, the gold, and the vessels, even the

offering for thehouse of ourGod,which the king, his counselors, his princes,
and all Israel there present, had offered.

26 I weighed into their hand six hundred fifty talents of silver,* one
hundred talents of silver vessels, one hundred talents of gold,

27 twenty bowls of goldweighing one thousand darics,† and two vessels of
fine bright bronze, precious as gold.

28 I said to them, “You are holy to the LORD, and the vessels are holy. The
silver and the gold are a free will offering to the LORD, the God of your
fathers.

29 Watch and keep them until you weigh them before the chiefs of the
priests, the Levites, and the princes of the fathers’ households of Israel at
Jerusalem, in the rooms of the LORD’s house.”

30 So the priests and the Levites received the weight of the silver, the gold,
and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God.

31 Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first
month, to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our Godwas on us, and he delivered
us from the hand of the enemy and the bandits by the way.

32We came to Jerusalem, and stayed there three days.
33Onthe fourthday the silverand thegoldand thevesselswereweighed in

the house of our God into the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest;
andwith himwas Eleazar the son of Phinehas; andwith themwere Jozabad
the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, the Levites.
* 8:26 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 8:27 a daric was a gold
coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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34Everythingwas counted andweighed; and all theweightwaswritten at
that time.

35 The children of the captivity, who had come out of exile, offered burnt
offerings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams,
seventy-seven lambs, and twelvemale goats for a sin offering. All this was a
burnt offering to the LORD.

36They delivered the king’s commissions to the king’s local governors and
to the governors beyond the River. So they supported the people and God’s
house.

9
1Nowwhen these things were done, the princes came near to me, saying,

“The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated
themselves from the peoples of the lands, following their abominations,
even those of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.

2For they have taken of their daughters for themselves and for their sons,
so that the holy offspring have mixed themselves with the peoples of the
lands. Yes, thehandof theprinces and rulers has been chief in this trespass.”

3When I heard this thing, I tore my garment and my robe, and pulled the
hair out of my head and of my beard, and sat down confounded.

4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel were
assembled to me because of the trespass of the exiles; and I sat confounded
until the evening offering.

5 At the evening offering I rose up from my humiliation, even with my
garment andmy robe torn; and I fell onmy knees, and spread outmy hands
to the LORDmy God;

6and I said, “MyGod, I am ashamed and blush to lift upmy face to you,my
God, for our iniquities have increased over our head, and our guiltiness has
grown up to the heavens.

7Since the days of our fatherswe have been exceedingly guilty to this day;
and forour iniquitieswe, ourkings, andourpriests havebeendelivered into
the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plunder, and
to confusion of face, as it is this day.

8Now for a little moment grace has been shown from the LORD our God,
to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a stake in his holy place, that
our Godmay lighten our eyes, and revive us a little in our bondage.

9Forwearebondservants; yet ourGodhasnot forsakenus inourbondage,
but has extended loving kindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to
revive us, to set up the house of our God, and to repair its ruins, and to give
us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.

10 “Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken your
commandments,

11whichyouhave commandedbyyour servants theprophets, saying, ‘The
land to which you go to possess is an unclean land through the uncleanness
of the peoples of the lands, through their abominations, which have filled it
from one end to another with their filthiness.

12Now therefore don’t give your daughters to their sons. Don’t take their
daughters to your sons, nor seek their peace or their prosperity forever,
that you may be strong and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an
inheritance to your children forever.’
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13 “After all that has come on us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt,
since you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and
have given us such a remnant,

14 shall we again break your commandments, and join ourselves with the
peoples that do these abominations? Wouldn’t you be angry with us until
youhad consumedus, so that therewouldbeno remnant, nor any to escape?

15LORD, theGodof Israel, you are righteous; forweare left a remnant that
has escaped, as it is today. Behold,* we are before you in our guiltiness; for
no one can stand before you because of this.”

10
1 Now while Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and casting

himself down before God’s house, therewas gathered together to him out of
Israel a very great assembly ofmen andwomen and children; for the people
wept very bitterly.

2Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered Ezra, “We
have trespassed against our God, and have married foreign women of the
peoples of the land. Yet now there is hope for Israel concerning this thing.

3 Now therefore let’s make a covenant with our God to put away all the
wives and those who are born of them, according to the counsel of my lord
and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God. Let it be done
according to the law.

4Arise, for thematter belongs to you andwe arewith you. Be courageous,
and do it.”

5 Then Ezra arose, and made the chiefs of the priests, the Levites, and all
Israel to swear that they would do according to this word. So they swore.

6 Then Ezra rose up from before God’s house, and went into the room of
Jehohanan the son of Eliashib. When he came there, he didn’t eat bread or
drink water, for hemourned because of the trespass of the exiles.

7 They made a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the
children of the captivity, that they should gather themselves together to
Jerusalem;

8and thatwhoeverdidn’t comewithin threedays, according to the counsel
of the princes and the elders, all his possessions should be forfeited, and he
himself separated from the assembly of the captivity.

9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered themselves together
to Jerusalemwithin the three days. It was the ninthmonth, on the twentieth
day of the month; and all the people sat in the wide place in front of God’s
house, trembling because of this matter, and because of the great rain.

10 Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have trespassed, and
havemarried foreign women, increasing the guilt of Israel.

11Nowthereforemakeconfession to theLORD, theGodofyour fathersand
do his pleasure. Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from
the foreign women.”

12 Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, “Wemust do as you
have said concerning us.

* 9:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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13 But the people are many, and it is a time of much rain, and we are not
able to standoutside. This isnotaworkofonedayor two, forwehavegreatly
transgressed in this matter.

14Now let our princes be appointed for all the assembly, and let all those
who are in our cities who have married foreign women come at appointed
times, and with them the elders of every city and its judges, until the fierce
wrath of our God is turned from us, until this matter is resolved.”

15Only Jonathan the son ofAsahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah stoodup
against this; andMeshullam and Shabbethai the Levite helped them.

16 The children of the captivity did so. Ezra the priest, with certain heads
of fathers’ households, after their fathers’ houses, and all of them by their
names, were set apart; and they sat down in the first day of the tenthmonth
to examine thematter.

17They finished with all the menwho hadmarried foreign women by the
first day of the first month.

18 Among the sons of the priests there were found who had married
foreign women:
of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah,
Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19 They gave their hand that they would put away their wives; and being
guilty, they offered a ram of the flock for their guilt.

20Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah.
21Of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.
22Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad,
and Elasah.

23Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah,
Judah, and Eliezer.

24Of the singers: Eliashib.
Of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri.
25 Of Israel: Of the sons of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah.

26Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and
Elijah.

27Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib,Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and
Aziza.

28Of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai.
29 Of the sons of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and
Jeremoth.

30 Of the sons of Pahathmoab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Matta-
niah, Bezalel, Binnui, andManasseh.

31Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.
33Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai,
Manasseh, and Shimei.

34Of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel,
35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu,
38Bani, Binnui, Shimei,
39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
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41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, Joel, and
Benaiah.

44 All these had taken foreign wives. Some of them had wives by whom
they had children.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.
Nowin themonthChislev, in the twentiethyear, as Iwas inSusa thepalace,
2Hanani, one of my brothers, came, he and certainmen out of Judah; and

I asked themabout the Jewswhohad escaped, whowere left of the captivity,
and concerning Jerusalem.

3 They said to me, “The remnant who are left of the captivity there in the
province are in great affliction and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also
broken down, and its gates are burned with fire.”

4When I heard these words, I sat down and wept, and mourned several
days; and I fasted and prayed before the God* of heaven,

5 and said, “I beg you, LORD,† the God of heaven, the great and awesome
God who keeps covenant and loving kindness with those who love him and
keep his commandments,

6 let your ear now be attentive and your eyes open, that you may listen
to the prayer of your servant which I pray before you at this time, day and
night, for the children of Israel your servants, while I confess the sins of the
children of Israel which we have sinned against you. Yes, I and my father’s
house have sinned.

7We have dealt very corruptly against you, and have not kept the com-
mandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances, which you commanded
your servant Moses.

8 “Remember, I beg you, the word that you commanded your servant
Moses, saying, ‘If you trespass, I will scatter you among the peoples;

9 but if you return to me, and keep my commandments and do them,
though your outcasts were in the uttermost part of the heavens, yet I will
gather them from there, andwill bring them to the place that I have chosen,
to causemy name to dwell there.’

10 “Now these are your servants and your people, whom you have re-
deemed by your great power and by your strong hand.

11 Lord,‡ I beg you, let your ear be attentive now to the prayer of your
servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name;
and please prosper your servant today, and grant himmercy in the sight of
this man.”
Now I was cup bearer to the king.

2
1 In the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, when

winewas before him, I pickedup thewine, and gave it to the king. Now I had
not been sad before in his presence.

2The king said tome, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is
nothing else but sorrow of heart.”
Then I was verymuch afraid.

* 1:4 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:5 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:11 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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3 I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why shouldn’t my face be
sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates
have been consumedwith fire?”

4Then the king said to me, “What is your request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven.
5 I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found

favor in your sight, I ask that you would send me to Judah, to the city of my
fathers’ tombs, that I may build it.”

6 The king said to me (the queen was also sitting by him), “How long will
your journey be? Whenwill you return?”
So it pleased the king to sendme, and I set a time for him.
7Moreover I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be givenme

to the governors beyond the River, that theymay let me pass through until I
come to Judah;

8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me
timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple, for the wall
of the city, and for the house that I will occupy.”
The king grantedmy requests, because of the good hand ofmyGod onme.
9Then I came to the governors beyond the River, and gave them the king’s

letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemenwithme.
10When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard

of it, it grieved them exceedingly, because a man had come to seek the
welfare of the children of Israel.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.
12 I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. I didn’t tell anyone what

myGod put intomyheart to do for Jerusalem. Therewasn’t any animalwith
me except the animal that I rode on.

13 Iwent out bynight by the valley gate toward the jackal’swell, then to the
dung gate; and I inspected thewalls of Jerusalem,whichwere broken down,
and its gates were consumedwith fire.

14 Then I went on to the spring gate and to the king’s pool, but there was
no place for the animal that was under me to pass.

15 Then I went up in the night by the brook and inspected the wall; and I
turned back, and entered by the valley gate, and so returned.

16The rulers didn’t knowwhere I went, or what I did. I had not as yet told
it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the
rest who did the work.

17 Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation that we are in, how
Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come, let’s build
up the wall of Jerusalem, that we won’t be disgraced.”

18 I told them about the hand of my God which was good on me, and also
about the king’s words that he had spoken tome.
They said, “Let’s rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for

the good work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite servant, and

Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they ridiculed us and despised us, and said,
“What is this thing that you are doing? Will you rebel against the king?”

20 Then I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven will
prosper us. Therefore we, his servants, will arise and build; but you have
no portion, nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem.”
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3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and

they built the sheep gate. They sanctified it, and set up its doors. They
sanctified it even to the tower of Hammeah, to the tower of Hananel.

2Next to him themen of Jericho built. Next to them Zaccur the son of Imri
built.

3The sons of Hassenaah built the fish gate. They laid its beams, and set up
its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

4 Next to them, Meremoth the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz made re-
pairs. Next to them,Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son ofMeshezabel
made repairs. Next to them, Zadok the son of Baanamade repairs.

5Next to them, the Tekoitesmade repairs; but their nobles didn’t put their
necks to the Lord’s work.

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired
the old gate. They laid its beams and set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

7Next to them,Melatiah theGibeoniteand Jadon theMeronothite, themen
of Gibeon and ofMizpah, repaired the residence of the governor beyond the
River.

8Next to him, Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, made repairs. Next
to him, Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made repairs, and they fortified
Jerusalem even to the wide wall.

9 Next to them, Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of half the district of
Jerusalem, made repairs.

10Next to them, Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs across from
his house. Next to him, Hattush the son of Hashabneiahmade repairs.

11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahathmoab
repaired another portion and the tower of the furnaces.

12Next to him, Shallum the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of half the district
of Jerusalem, he and his daughters made repairs.

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the valley gate. They
built it, and set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and one thousand cubits*
of the wall to the dung gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, the ruler of the district of BethHaccherem,
repaired the dung gate. He built it, and set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

15Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the ruler of the district ofMizpah, repaired
the spring gate. He built it, covered it, and set up its doors, its bolts, and its
bars; and he repaired the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king’s garden,
even to the stairs that go down from David’s city.

16 After him, Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of half the district of
Beth Zur, made repairs to the place opposite the tombs of David, and to the
pool that wasmade, and to the house of themighty men.

17 After him, the Levites—Rehum the son of Bani made repairs. Next to
him, Hashabiah, the ruler of half the district of Keilah, made repairs for his
district.

18After him, their brothers, Bavvai the son of Henadad, the ruler of half
the district of Keilahmade repairs.

19 Next to him, Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, repaired
another portion across from the ascent to the armory at the turning of the
wall.
* 3:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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20After him, Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired another portion,
from the turning of the wall to the door of the house of Eliashib the high
priest.

21 After him, Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz repaired
another portion, from the door of the house of Eliashib even to the end of
the house of Eliashib.

22After him, the priests, the men of the surrounding areamade repairs.
23 After them, Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs across from their

house. After them, Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah made
repairs beside his own house.

24 After him, Binnui the son of Henadad repaired another portion, from
the house of Azariah to the turning of the wall, and to the corner.

25Palal the son of Uzai made repairs opposite the turning of the wall, and
the tower that stands out from the upper house of the king, which is by the
court of the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of Paroshmade repairs.

26 (Now the temple servants lived inOphel, to the place opposite thewater
gate toward the east, and the tower that stands out.)

27 After him the Tekoites repaired another portion, opposite the great
tower that stands out, and to the wall of Ophel.

28 Above the horse gate, the priests made repairs, everyone across from
his own house.

29After them, Zadok the son of Immer made repairs across from his own
house. After him, Shemaiah the sonof Shecaniah, the keeper of the east gate,
made repairs.

30 After him, Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son
of Zalaph, repaired another portion. After him, Meshullam the son of
Berechiahmade repairs across from his room.

31After him, Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths to the house of the temple
servants, and of the merchants, made repairs opposite the gate of Ham-
miphkad and to the ascent of the corner.

32Between the ascent of the corner and the sheep gate, the goldsmiths and
themerchants made repairs.

4
1But when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry,

and was very indignant, andmocked the Jews.
2He spoke before his brothers and the army of Samaria, and said, “What

are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they
sacrifice? Will they finish in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the
heaps of rubbish, since they are burned?”

3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, “What they are
building, if a fox climbed up it, he would break down their stone wall.”

4 “Hear, our God, for we are despised. Turn back their reproach on their
own head. Give them up for a plunder in a land of captivity.

5Don’t cover their iniquity. Don’t let their sin be blotted out from before
you; for they have insulted the builders.”

6Sowebuilt thewall; and all thewallwas joined together to half its height,
for the people had amind to work.
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7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabians, the Ammonites, and the
Ashdodites heard that the repairing of thewalls of Jerusalemwent forward,
and that the breaches began to be filled, they were very angry;

8and they all conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem, and
to cause confusion among us.

9 But we made our prayer to our God, and set a watch against them day
and night because of them.

10 Judah said, “The strength of the bearers of burdens is fading and there
is much rubble, so that we are not able to build the wall.”

11 Our adversaries said, “They will not know or see, until we come in
among them and kill them, and cause the work to cease.”

12When the Jews who lived by them came, they said to us ten times from
all places, “Wherever you turn, they will attack us.”

13 Therefore I set guards in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall,
in the open places. I set the people by family groupswith their swords, their
spears, and their bows.

14 I looked, and rose up, and said to the nobles, to the rulers, and to the rest
of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them! Remember the Lord, who is great
and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your
wives, and your houses.”

15When our enemies heard that it was known to us, and God had brought
their counsel to nothing, all of us returned to thewall, everyone to his work.

16From that time forth, half ofmy servants did thework, and half of them
held the spears, the shields, the bows, and the coats of mail; and the rulers
were behind all the house of Judah.

17 Those who built the wall, and those who bore burdens loaded them-
selves; everyonewith one of his hands did thework, andwith the other held
his weapon.

18Among the builders, everyone wore his sword at his side, and so built.
He who sounded the trumpet was byme.

19 I said to the nobles, and to the rulers and to the rest of the people, “The
work is great and widely spread out, and we are separated on the wall, far
from one another.

20Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally there to us. Our God
will fight for us.”

21Sowe did thework. Half of the people held the spears from the rising of
themorning until the stars appeared.

22 Likewise at the same time I said to the people, “Let everyone with his
servant lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to us,
andmay labor in the day.”

23So neither I, normybrothers, normy servants, nor themenof the guard
who followed me took off our clothes. Everyone took his weapon to the
water.

5
1Then there arose a great cry of the people and of theirwives against their

brothers the Jews.
2 For there were some who said, “We, our sons and our daughters, are

many. Let us get grain, that wemay eat and live.”
3 There were also some who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our

vineyards, and our houses. Let us get grain, because of the famine.”
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4Therewere also somewho said, “Wehaveborrowedmoney for the king’s
tribute using our fields and our vineyards as collateral.

5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children as their
children. Behold,* we bring our sons and our daughters into bondage to be
servants, and some of our daughters have been brought into bondage. It is
also not in our power to help it, because other men have our fields and our
vineyards.”

6 I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.
7 Then I consulted with myself, and contended with the nobles and the

rulers, and said to them, “You exact usury, everyone of his brother.” I held a
great assembly against them.

8 I said to them, “We, after our ability, have redeemed our brothers the
Jews that were sold to the nations; and would you even sell your brothers,
and should they be sold to us?” Then they held their peace, and found not a
word to say.

9Also I said, “The thing that you do is not good. Shouldn’t you walk in the
fear of our God because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?

10 I likewise, my brothers and my servants, lend them money and grain.
Please let us stop this usury.

11 Please restore to them, even today, their fields, their vineyards, their
olive groves, and their houses, also the hundredth part of themoney, and of
the grain, the newwine, and the oil, that you are charging them.”

12Then they said, “Wewill restore them, andwill require nothing of them.
Wewill do so, even as you say.”
Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that they would do

according to this promise.
13Also I shookoutmy lap, and said, “SomayGodshakeout everyman from

his house, and from his labor, that doesn’t perform this promise; even may
he be shaken out and emptied like this.”
All the assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the LORD. The people did

according to this promise.
14Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in

the land of Judah, from the twentieth year even to the thirty-second year of
Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brothers have not eaten
the bread of the governor.

15 But the former governors who were before me were supported by the
people, and tookbreadandwine fromthem, plus forty shekels†of silver; yes,
even their servants ruled over the people, but I didn’t do so, because of the
fear of God.

16Yes, I also continued in thework of thiswall. We didn’t buy any land. All
my servants were gathered there to the work.

17 Moreover there were at my table, of the Jews and the rulers, one
hundred fifty men, in addition to those who came to us from among the
nations that were around us.

18 Now that which was prepared for one day was one ox and six choice
sheep. Also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days a store of all
sorts ofwine. Yet for all this, I didn’t demand the governor’s pay, because the
bondage was heavy on this people.

* 5:5 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 5:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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19Rememberme,myGod, for all the good that I have done for this people.

6
1Nowwhen itwas reported to Sanballat, Tobiah, GeshemtheArabian, and

to the rest of our enemies that I had built the wall, and that there was no
breach left in it (though even to that time I had not set up the doors in the
gates),

2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come! Let’s meet together in
the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to harmme.

3 I sentmessengers to them, saying, “I amdoing a greatwork, so that I can’t
come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and come down to
you?”

4They sent to me four times like this; and I answered them the sameway.
5 Then Sanballat sent his servant to me the same way the fifth time with

an open letter in his hand,
6 inwhichwaswritten, “It is reportedamong thenations, andGashmusays

it, that youand the Jews intend to rebel. Because of that, youarebuilding the
wall. You would be their king, according to these words.

7 You have also appointed prophets to proclaim of you at Jerusalem,
saying, ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now it will be reported to the king
according to these words. Come now therefore, and let’s take counsel
together.”

8Then I sent to him, saying, “There are no such things done as you say, but
you imagine them out of your own heart.”

9 For they all would have made us afraid, saying, “Their hands will be
weakened from the work, that it not be done.” But now, strengthen my
hands.

10 Iwent to the house of Shemaiah the son ofDelaiah the son ofMehetabel,
who was shut in at his home; and he said, “Let us meet together in God’s
house, within the temple, and let’s shut the doors of the temple; for theywill
come to kill you. Yes, in the night they will come to kill you.”

11 I said, “Should a man like me flee? Who is there that, being such as I,
would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in.”

12 I discerned, and behold, God had not sent him, but he pronounced this
prophecy against me. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.

13Hewashired so that Iwouldbeafraid, do so, and sin, and that theymight
havematerial for an evil report, that theymight reproachme.

14 “Remember, my God, Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their
works, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets that
would have put me in fear.”

15So thewall was finished in the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.
16When all our enemies heard of it, all the nations that were around us

were afraid, and they lost their confidence; for they perceived that thiswork
was done by our God.

17Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sentmany letters to Tobiah,
and Tobiah’s letters came to them.

18 For there were many in Judah sworn to him because he was the son-
in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had taken the
daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as wife.

19Also they spoke of his good deeds before me, and reportedmywords to
him. Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.
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7
1 Now when the wall was built and I had set up the doors, and the

gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed,
2 I put my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the governor of the fortress, in

charge of Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God abovemany.
3 I said to them, “Don’t let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is

hot; and while they stand guard, let them shut the doors, and you bar them;
and appointwatches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, everyone in hiswatch,
with everyone near his house.”

4Now the city was wide and large; but the people were few therein, and
the houses were not built.

5My God put into my heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers,
and the people, that they might be listed by genealogy. I found the book of
the genealogy of those who came up at the first, and I found this written in
it:

6 These are the children of the province who went up out of the captivity
of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away, and who returned to Jerusalem and to Judah,
everyone to his city,

7who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Na-
hamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.
The number of themen of the people of Israel:
8The children of Parosh: two thousand one hundred seventy-two.
9The children of Shephatiah: three hundred seventy-two.
10The children of Arah: six hundred fifty-two.
11 The children of Pahathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab: two
thousand eight hundred eighteen.

12The children of Elam: one thousand two hundred fifty-four.
13The children of Zattu: eight hundred forty-five.
14The children of Zaccai: seven hundred sixty.
15The children of Binnui: six hundred forty-eight.
16The children of Bebai: six hundred twenty-eight.
17The children of Azgad: two thousand three hundred twenty-two.
18The children of Adonikam: six hundred sixty-seven.
19The children of Bigvai: two thousand sixty-seven.
20The children of Adin: six hundred fifty-five.
21The children of Ater: of Hezekiah, ninety-eight.
22The children of Hashum: three hundred twenty-eight.
23The children of Bezai: three hundred twenty-four.
24The children of Hariph: one hundred twelve.
25The children of Gibeon: ninety-five.
26Themen of Bethlehem and Netophah: one hundred eighty-eight.
27Themen of Anathoth: one hundred twenty-eight.
28Themen of Beth Azmaveth: forty-two.
29 The men of Kiriath Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth: seven hundred
forty-three.

30Themen of Ramah and Geba: six hundred twenty-one.
31Themen of Michmas: one hundred twenty-two.
32Themen of Bethel and Ai: one hundred twenty-three.
33Themen of the other Nebo: fifty-two.
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34The children of the other Elam: one thousand two hundred fifty-four.
35The children of Harim: three hundred twenty.
36The children of Jericho: three hundred forty-five.
37The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono: seven hundred twenty-one.
38The children of Senaah: three thousand nine hundred thirty.

39 The priests: The children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua: nine
hundred seventy-three.

40The children of Immer: one thousand fifty-two.
41The children of Pashhur: one thousand two hundred forty-seven.
42The children of Harim: one thousand seventeen.
43 The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of the children of
Hodevah: seventy-four.

44The singers: the children of Asaph: one hundred forty-eight.
45 The gatekeepers: the children of Shallum, the children of Ater, the
children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the
children of Shobai: one hundred thirty-eight.

46The temple servants: the children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the
children of Tabbaoth,

47 the children of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon,
48 the children of Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the children of Salmai,
49 the children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar,
50 the children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda,
51 the children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of Paseah,
52 the children of Besai, the children ofMeunim, the children of Nephush-

esim,
53 the childrenofBakbuk, the childrenofHakupha, the childrenofHarhur,
54 the children of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha,
55 the children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah,
56 the children of Neziah, and the children of Hatipha.
57 The children of Solomon’s servants: the children of Sotai, the children

of Sophereth, the children of Perida,
58 the children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel,
59 the children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of

Pochereth Hazzebaim, and the children of Amon.
60 All the temple servants and the children of Solomon’s servants were

three hundred ninety-two.
61 These were those who went up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub,

Addon, and Immer; but they could not show their fathers’ houses, nor their
offspring,* whether they were of Israel:

62The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda:
six hundred forty-two.

63 Of the priests: the children of Hobaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the
children of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the
Gileadite, and was called after their name.

64 These searched for their genealogical records, but couldn’t find them.
Therefore theyweredeemeddisqualifiedandremoved fromthepriesthood.

65 The governor told them not to eat of the most holy things until a priest
stood up tominister with Urim and Thummim.
* 7:61 or, seed



Nehemiah 7:66 641 Nehemiah 8:7

66 The whole assembly together was forty-two thousand three hundred
sixty,

67 in addition to their male servants and their female servants, of whom
there were seven thousand three hundred thirty-seven. They had two
hundred forty-five singingmen and singing women.

68 Their horses were seven hundred thirty-six; their mules, two hundred
forty-five;

69 their camels, four hundred thirty-five; their donkeys, six thousand
seven hundred twenty.

70 Some from among the heads of fathers’ households gave to the work.
The governor gave to the treasury one thousand darics of gold,† fifty basins,
and five hundred thirty priests’ garments.

71 Some of the heads of fathers’ households gave into the treasury of the
work twenty thousanddaricsof gold, and two thousand twohundredminas‡
of silver.

72 That which the rest of the people gave was twenty thousand darics of
gold, plus two thousandminas of silver, and sixty-seven priests’ garments.

73 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the
people, the temple servants, and all Israel lived in their cities.
When the seventh month had come, the children of Israel were in their

cities.

8
1 All the people gathered themselves together as one man into the wide

place that was in front of the water gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe
to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to
Israel.

2 Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women, and all who could hear with understanding, on the first day of the
seventhmonth.

3 He read from it before the wide place that was in front of the water
gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the
women, and of thosewho could understand. The ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law.

4 Ezra the scribe stood on a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the
purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah,
and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, Mishael,
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, andMeshullam.

5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people (for he was above all
the people), and when he opened it, all the people stood up.

6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God.
All the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”with the lifting up of their hands.

They bowed their heads, and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the
ground.

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maa-
seiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the
people to understand the law; and the people stayed in their place.

† 7:70 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy
ounces each. ‡ 7:71 Amina is about 600 gramsor 1.3U. S. pounds, so 2,200minas is about 1.3metric
tons.
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8 They read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly; and they gave the
sense, so that they understood the reading.

9 Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “Today is holy to the
LORD your God. Don’tmourn, norweep.” For all the peopleweptwhen they
heard the words of the law.

10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat, drink the sweet, and
send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared, for today is holy to our
Lord. Don’t be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Hold your peace, for the
day is holy. Don’t be grieved.”

12 All the people went their way to eat, to drink, to send portions, and to
celebrate, because they had understood the words that were declared to
them.

13On the second day, the heads of fathers’households of all the people, the
priests, and the Levites were gathered together to Ezra the scribe, to study
the words of the law.

14They foundwritten in the lawhow the LORDhad commanded byMoses
that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh
month;

15 and that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities and in
Jerusalem, saying, “Goout to themountain, andget olivebranches, branches
of wild olive, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of thick trees,
to make temporary shelters,* as it is written.”

16 So the people went out and brought them, and made themselves
temporary shelters,† everyone on the roof of his house, in their courts, in
the courts of God’s house, in thewide place of thewater gate, and in thewide
place of Ephraim’s gate.

17All the assembly of those who had come back out of the captivity made
temporary shelters‡ and lived in the temporary shelters, for since the days
of Joshua the son of Nun to that day the children of Israel had not done so.
There was very great gladness.

18Also day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read in the book of
the law of God. They kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a
solemn assembly, according to the ordinance.

9
1Now in the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel were

assembled with fasting, with sackcloth, and dirt on them.
2 The offspring of Israel separated themselves from all foreigners and

stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.
3They stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD

their God a fourth part of the day; and a fourth part they confessed and
worshiped the LORD their God.

4 Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and
Chenani of the Levites stood up on the stairs, and cried with a loud voice
to the LORD their God.

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah,
Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand up and bless the LORD your

* 8:15 or, booths † 8:16 or, booths ‡ 8:17 or, booths
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God from everlasting to everlasting! Blessed be your glorious name, which
is exalted above all blessing and praise!

6 You are the LORD, even you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven
of heavens, with all their army, the earth and all things that are on it, the
seas and all that is in them, and you preserve them all. The army of heaven
worships you.

7 You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram, brought him out of Ur of
the Chaldees, gave him the name of Abraham,

8 found his heart faithful before you, and made a covenant with him to
give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Jebusite, and the Girgashite, to give it to his offspring, and have performed
your words, for you are righteous.

9 “You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heard their cry by the
Red Sea,

10andshowedsignsandwondersagainstPharaoh, against all his servants,
and against all the people of his land, for you knew that they dealt proudly
against them, andmade a name for yourself, as it is today.

11 You divided the sea before them, so that they went through the middle
of the sea on the dry land; and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a
stone into themighty waters.

12Moreover, in a pillar of cloud you led them by day; and in a pillar of fire
by night, to give them light in the way in which they should go.

13 “You also came down on Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from
heaven, and gave them right ordinances and true laws, good statutes and
commandments,

14 and made known to them your holy Sabbath, and commanded them
commandments, statutes, and a law, byMoses your servant,

15 and gave them bread from the sky for their hunger, and brought water
out of the rock for them for their thirst, and commanded them that they
should go in to possess the land which you had sworn to give them.

16 “But they and our fathers behaved proudly, hardened their neck, didn’t
listen to your commandments,

17 and refused to obey. They weren’t mindful of your wonders that you
did among them, but hardened their neck, and in their rebellion appointed
a captain to return to their bondage. But you are a God ready to pardon,
gracious andmerciful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness, and
didn’t forsake them.

18 Yes, when they had made themselves a molded calf, and said, ‘This
is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had committed awful
blasphemies,

19yet you in yourmanifoldmercies didn’t forsake them in thewilderness.
The pillar of cloud didn’t depart from over them by day, to lead them in the
way; neither did the pillar of fire by night, to show them light, and the way
in which they should go.

20YougavealsoyourgoodSpirit to instruct them, anddidn’twithholdyour
manna from their mouth, and gave themwater for their thirst.

21 “Yes, forty years you sustained them in the wilderness. They lacked
nothing. Their clothes didn’t grow old, and their feet didn’t swell.
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22 Moreover you gave them kingdoms and peoples, which you allotted
according to their portions. So they possessed the land of Sihon, even the
land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of Bashan.

23 You also multiplied their children as the stars of the sky, and brought
them into the land concerning which you said to their fathers that they
should go in to possess it.

24 “So the children went in and possessed the land; and you subdued
before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into
their hands, with their kings and the peoples of the land, that theymight do
with them as they pleased.

25 They took fortified cities and a rich land, and possessed houses full of
all good things, cisterns dug out, vineyards, olive groves, and fruit trees in
abundance. So they ate, were filled, became fat, and delighted themselves
in your great goodness.

26“Nevertheless theyweredisobedient and rebelledagainst you, cast your
law behind their back, killed your prophets that testified against them to
turn them again to you, and they committed awful blasphemies.

27 Therefore you delivered them into the hand of their adversaries, who
distressed them. In the time of their trouble, when they cried to you, you
heard fromheaven; and according to yourmanifoldmercies you gave them
saviors who saved them out of the hands of their adversaries.

28But after they had rest, they did evil again before you; therefore you left
themin thehandsof their enemies, so that theyhad thedominionover them;
yetwhen they returned and cried to you, you heard fromheaven; andmany
times you delivered them according to yourmercies,

29and testified against them, that youmight bring them again to your law.
Yet theywere arrogant, anddidn’t listen to your commandments, but sinned
against your ordinances (which if a man does, he shall live in them), turned
their backs, stiffened their neck, and would not hear.

30Yetmanyyears youput upwith them, and testified against thembyyour
Spirit through your prophets. Yet they would not listen. Therefore you gave
them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.

31 “Nevertheless in your manifold mercies you didn’t make a full end of
them, nor forsake them; for you are a gracious andmerciful God.

32Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness, don’t let all the travail seem little
before you that has come on us, on our kings, on our princes, on our priests,
on our prophets, on our fathers, and on all your people, since the time of the
kings of Assyria to this day.

33However you are just in all that has come onus; for you have dealt truly,
but we have done wickedly.

34Also our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept
your law, nor listened to your commandments and your testimonies with
which you testified against them.

35 For they have not served you in their kingdom, and in your great
goodness that you gave them, and in the large and rich landwhich you gave
before them. They didn’t turn from their wicked works.

36 “Behold, we are servants today, and as for the land that you gave to our
fathers to eat its fruit and its good, behold, we are servants in it.
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37 It yieldsmuch increase to the kings whom you have set over us because
of our sins. Also they have power over our bodies and over our livestock, at
their pleasure, and we are in great distress.

38Yet for all this, we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes,
our Levites, and our priests, seal it.”

10
1Nowthosewhosealedwere: Nehemiah thegovernor, the sonofHacaliah,

and Zedekiah,
2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the priests.
9 The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad,

Kadmiel;
10and their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,
12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
14The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahathmoab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
19Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai,
20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
28 The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the

singers, the temple servants, and all those who had separated themselves
from the peoples of the lands to the law of God, their wives, their sons, and
their daughters—everyone who had knowledge and understanding—

29 joined with their brothers, their nobles, and entered into a curse and
into an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given by Moses the servant of
God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord,
and his ordinances and his statutes;

30and thatwewould not give our daughters to the peoples of the land, nor
take their daughters for our sons;

31 and if the peoples of the land bring wares or any grain on the Sabbath
day to sell, that we would not buy from them on the Sabbath, or on a holy
day; and that we would forego the seventh year crops and the exaction of
every debt.
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32Alsowemade ordinances for ourselves, to charge ourselves yearlywith
the third part of a shekel* for the service of the house of our God:

33 for the show bread, for the continual meal offering, for the continual
burnt offering, for the Sabbaths, for the new moons, for the set feasts, for
the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for
all the work of the house of our God.

34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, cast lots for the wood
offering, to bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers’
houses, at times appointed year by year, to burn on the LORDourGod’s altar,
as it is written in the law;

35 and to bring the first fruits of our ground and the first fruits of all fruit
of all kinds of trees, year by year, to the LORD’s house;

36 also the firstborn of our sons and of our livestock, as it is written in the
law, and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of
our God, to the priests whominister in the house of our God;

37 and that we should bring the first fruits of our dough, our wave
offerings, the fruit of all kinds of trees, and the new wine and the oil, to the
priests, to the rooms of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground to
the Levites; for they, the Levites, take the tithes in all our farming villages.

38The priest, the descendent of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the
Levites take tithes. The Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the
house of our God, to the rooms, into the treasure house.

39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the wave
offering of the grain, of the new wine, and of the oil, to the rooms where
the vessels of the sanctuary are, and the priests who minister, with the
gatekeepers and the singers. Wewill not forsake the house of our God.

11
1 The princes of the people lived in Jerusalem. The rest of the people also

cast lots tobringoneof ten todwell in Jerusalem, theholy city, andnineparts
in the other cities.

2Thepeople blessed all themenwhowillingly offered themselves to dwell
in Jerusalem.

3Now these are the chiefs of the province who lived in Jerusalem; but in
the cities of Judah, everyone lived in his possession in their cities—Israel,
the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and the children of Solomon’s
servants.

4 Some of the children of Judah and of the children of Benjamin lived in
Jerusalem. Of the children of Judah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel,
of the children of Perez;

5andMaaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah,
the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of the
Shilonite.

6 All the sons of Perez who lived in Jerusalem were four hundred sixty-
eight valiant men.

7 These are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of
Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of
Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah.

* 10:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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8After him Gabbai and Sallai, nine hundred twenty-eight.
9 Joel the son of Zichriwas their overseer; and Judah the son ofHassenuah

was second over the city.
10Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin,
11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the

son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of God’s house,
12and theirbrotherswhodid theworkof thehouse, eighthundred twenty-

two; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the
son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah,

13 and his brothers, chiefs of fathers’ households, two hundred forty-two;
and Amashsai the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth,
the son of Immer,

14and their brothers,mightymen of valor, one hundred twenty-eight; and
their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim.

15Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the
son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;

16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites, who had the
oversight of the outward business of God’s house;

17 and Mattaniah the son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who
was the chief to begin the thanksgiving inprayer, andBakbukiah, the second
among his brothers; and Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son
of Jeduthun.

18All the Levites in the holy city were two hundred eighty-four.
19Moreover thegatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon, and theirbrothers,whokept

watch at the gates, were one hundred seventy-two.
20The residue of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites were in all the cities

of Judah, everyone in his inheritance.
21But the temple servants lived in Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa were over

the temple servants.
22 The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani,

the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, of the sons of
Asaph, the singers responsible for the service of God’s house.

23 For there was a commandment from the king concerning them, and a
settled provision for the singers, as every day required.

24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the children of Zerah the son of
Judah, was at the king’s hand in all matters concerning the people.

25As for the villages with their fields, some of the children of Judah lived
in Kiriath Arba and its towns, in Dibon and its towns, in Jekabzeel and its
villages,

26 in Jeshua, in Moladah, Beth Pelet,
27 in Hazar Shual, in Beersheba and its towns,
28 in Ziklag, in Meconah and in its towns,
29 in En Rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth,
30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages, Lachish and its fields, and Azekah

and its towns. So they encamped from Beersheba to the valley of Hinnom.
31 The children of Benjamin also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash

and Aija, and at Bethel and its towns,
32at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,
33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,
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35Lod, and Ono, the valley of craftsmen.
36Of the Levites, certain divisions in Judah settled in Benjamin’s territory.

12
1Now these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubbabel

the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,
7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the priests

and of their brothers in the days of Jeshua.
8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah,

andMattaniah, whowas over the thanksgiving songs, he and his brothers.
9Also Bakbukiah and Unno, their brothers, were close to them according

to their offices.
10 Jeshua became the father of Joiakim, and Joiakim became the father of

Eliashib, and Eliashib became the father of Joiada,
11 and Joiada became the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan became the

father of Jaddua.
12 In the days of Joiakim were priests, heads of fathers’ households: of

Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah;
13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan;
14of Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph;
15of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai;
16of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam;
17of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai;
18of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan;
19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel.
22As for the Levites, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua,

therewere recorded the heads of fathers’households; also the priests, in the
reign of Darius the Persian.

23The sons of Levi, heads of fathers’ households, werewritten in the book
of the chronicles, even until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib.

24 The chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son
of Kadmiel, with their brothers close to them, to praise and give thanks
according to the commandment of David the man of God, section next to
section.

25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were
gatekeepers keeping the watch at the storehouses of the gates.

26These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest and scribe.

27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, they sought the Levites out
of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to keep the dedication with
gladness, both with giving thanks and with singing, with cymbals, stringed
instruments, and with harps.
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28 The sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both out of the
plain around Jerusalem and from the villages of the Netophathites;

29also fromBethGilgal and out of the fields of Geba andAzmaveth, for the
singers had built themselves villages around Jerusalem.

30 The priests and the Levites purified themselves; and they purified the
people, the gates, and the wall.

31 Then I brought the princes of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two
great companies who gave thanks andwent in procession. One went on the
right hand on the wall toward the dung gate;

32and after themwent Hoshaiah, with half of the princes of Judah,
33and Azariah, Ezra, andMeshullam,
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35 and some of the priests’ sons with trumpets: Zechariah the son of

Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son ofMattaniah, the son ofMicaiah, the
son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph;

36 and his brothers, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel,
Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God;
and Ezra the scribe was before them.

37By the springgate, andstraightbefore them, theywentupby the stairs of
David’s city, at the ascent of thewall, above David’s house, even to thewater
gate eastward.

38 The other company of those who gave thanks went to meet them, and
I after them, with the half of the people on the wall above the tower of the
furnaces, even to the wide wall,

39and above the gate of Ephraim, and by the old gate, and by the fish gate,
the tower of Hananel, and the tower of Hammeah, even to the sheep gate;
and they stood still in the gate of the guard.

40 So the two companies of those who gave thanks in God’s house stood,
and I and the half of the rulers withme;

41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai,
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets;

42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam,
and Ezer. The singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer.

43 They offered great sacrifices that day, and rejoiced, for God had made
them rejoice with great joy; and the women and the children also rejoiced,
so that the joy of Jerusalemwas heard even far away.

44On that day, men were appointed over the rooms for the treasures, for
the wave offerings, for the first fruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them
according to the fields of the cities the portions appointed by the law for the
priests andLevites; for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Leviteswho
served.

45 They performed the duty of their God and the duty of the purification,
and so did the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the commandment
of David and of Solomon his son.

46For in thedays ofDavid andAsaphof old therewas a chief of the singers,
and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.

47 All Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah gave
the portions of the singers and the gatekeepers, as every day required; and
they set apart that which was for the Levites; and the Levites set apart that
which was for the sons of Aaron.
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13
1On that day they read in the book of Moses in the hearing of the people;

and it was found written in it that an Ammonite and a Moabite should not
enter into the assembly of God forever,

2because theydidn’tmeet thechildrenof Israelwithbreadandwithwater,
but hired Balaam against them to curse them; however, our God turned the
curse into a blessing.

3 It came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated all the
mixedmultitude from Israel.

4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the rooms
of the house of our God, being allied to Tobiah,

5 had prepared for him a great room, where before they laid the meal
offerings, the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of the grain, the new
wine, and the oil, which were given by commandment to the Levites, the
singers, and the gatekeepers; and the wave offerings for the priests.

6 But in all this, I was not at Jerusalem; for in the thirty-second year of
Artaxerxes king of Babylon I went to the king; and after some days I asked
leave of the king,

7and I came to Jerusalem, and understood the evil that Eliashib had done
for Tobiah, in preparing him a room in the courts of God’s house.

8 It grievedme severely. Therefore I threwall Tobiah’s household stuff out
of the room.

9Then I commanded, and theycleansed the rooms. I brought into themthe
vessels of God’s house, with themeal offerings and the frankincense again.

10 I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so
that the Levites and the singers, who did thework, had each fled to his field.

11 Then I contended with the rulers, and said, “Why is God’s house
forsaken?” I gathered them together, and set them in their place.

12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain, the new wine, and the oil
to the treasuries.

13 I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok
the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to themwas Hanan the son
of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; for they were counted faithful, and their
business was to distribute to their brothers.

14 Remember me, my God, concerning this, and don’t wipe out my good
deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for its observances.

15 In those days I saw some men treading wine presses on the Sabbath in
Judah, bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeyswithwine, grapes, figs, and
all kinds of burdens which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day;
and I testified against them in the day in which they sold food.

16 Somemen of Tyre also lived there, who brought in fish and all kinds of
wares, and sold on the Sabbath to the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.

17Then I contendedwith the nobles of Judah, and said to them, “What evil
thing is this that you do, and profane the Sabbath day?

18 Didn’t your fathers do this, and didn’t our God bring all this evil on
us and on this city? Yet you bring more wrath on Israel by profaning the
Sabbath.”

19 It came to pass thatwhen the gates of Jerusalembegan to be dark before
the Sabbath, I commanded that the doors should be shut, and commanded
that they should not be opened until after the Sabbath. I set some of my
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servants over the gates, so that no burden should be brought in on the
Sabbath day.

20 So the merchants and sellers of all kinds of wares camped outside of
Jerusalem once or twice.

21Then I testifiedagainst them, and said to them, “Whydoyou stay around
thewall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.” From that time on, they
didn’t come on the Sabbath.

22 I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves, and that
they should comeandkeep thegates, to sanctify the Sabbathday. Remember
me for this also, my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your
loving kindness.

23 In those days I also saw the Jewswho hadmarriedwomen of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab;

24 and their children spoke half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not
speak in the Jews’ language, but according to the language of each people.

25 I contendedwith them, cursed them, struck certain of them, plucked off
their hair, andmade them swear by God, “You shall not give your daughters
to their sons, nor take their daughters for your sons, or for yourselves.

26 Didn’t Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among many
nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God
madehimkingoverall Israel. Nevertheless foreignwomencausedevenhim
to sin.

27Shallwe then listen to you to do all this great evil, to trespass against our
God inmarrying foreign women?”

28One of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-
law to Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased him fromme.

29Remember them,myGod, because they have defiled the priesthood and
the covenant of the priesthood and of the Levites.

30 Thus I cleansed them from all foreigners and appointed duties for the
priests and for the Levites, everyone in his work;

31 and for the wood offering, at appointed times, and for the first fruits.
Rememberme, my God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1Now in the days of Ahasuerus (this is Ahasueruswho reigned from India
even to Ethiopia, over one hundred twenty-seven provinces),

2 in those days,when theKingAhasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom,
which was in Susa the palace,

3 in the third year of his reign, he made a feast for all his princes and
his servants; the army of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the
provinces being before him.

4 He displayed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honor of his
excellent majesty many days, even one hundred eighty days.

5When these days were fulfilled, the king made a seven day feast for all
the peoplewhowere present in Susa the palace, both great and small, in the
court of the garden of the king’s palace.

6There were hangings of white and blue material, fastened with cords of
fine linen and purple to silver rings andmarble pillars. The coucheswere of
gold and silver, on a pavement of red, white, yellow, and blackmarble.

7They gave themdrinks in goldenvessels of various kinds, including royal
wine in abundance, according to the bounty of the king.

8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so
the king had instructed all the officials of his house, that they should do
according to everyman’s pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house
which belonged to King Ahasuerus.

10On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine,
he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar,
and Carcass, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of Ahasuerus
the king,

11 to bring Vashti the queen before the king wearing the royal crown, to
show the people and the princes her beauty; for she was beautiful.

12But the queenVashti refused to comeat the king’s commandment by the
eunuchs. Therefore the king was very angry, and his anger burned in him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men, who knew the times (for it was the
king’s custom to consult those who knew law and judgment;

14 and next to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,
Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw
the king’s face, and sat first in the kingdom),

15 “What shallwe do toQueenVashti according to law, because she has not
done the bidding of the King Ahasuerus by the eunuchs?”

16Memucan answered before the king and the princes, “Vashti the queen
has not done wrong to just the king, but also to all the princes, and to all the
people who are in all the provinces of the King Ahasuerus.

17 For this deed of the queen will become known to all women, causing
them to show contempt for their husbands when it is reported, ‘King
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but
she didn’t come.’
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18Today, theprincesses of Persia andMediawhohaveheardof thequeen’s
deed will tell all the king’s princes. This will cause much contempt and
wrath.

19 “If it pleases the king, let a royal commandment go from him, and let it
be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it cannot
be altered, that Vashtimaynever again comebeforeKingAhasuerus; and let
the king give her royal estate to another who is better than she.

20When the king’s decree which he shall make is published throughout
all his kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will give their husbands honor,
both great and small.”

21This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according
to the word of Memucan:

22 for he sent letters into all the king’s provinces, into every province
according to its writing, and to every people in their language, that every
man should rule his own house, speaking in the language of his own people.

2
1 After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus was pacified, he

remembered Vashti, and what she had done, andwhat was decreed against
her.

2 Then the king’s servants who served him said, “Let beautiful young
virgins be sought for the king.

3Let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they
may gather together all the beautiful young virgins to the citadel of Susa, to
the women’s house, to the custody of Hegai the king’s eunuch, keeper of the
women. Let cosmetics be given them;

4and let themaidenwho pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” The
thing pleased the king, and he did so.

5Therewas a certain Jew in the citadel of SusawhosenamewasMordecai,
the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite,

6who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had
been carried awaywith Jeconiah king of Judah, whomNebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away.

7Hebrought upHadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter; for she had
neither fathernormother. Themaidenwas fair andbeautiful; andwhenher
father andmother were dead, Mordecai took her for his own daughter.

8So, when the king’s commandment and his decree was heard, andwhen
many maidens were gathered together to the citadel of Susa, to the custody
of Hegai, Esther was taken into the king’s house, to the custody of Hegai,
keeper of the women.

9 The maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness from him. He
quickly gave her cosmetics and her portions of food, and the seven choice
maidens who were to be given her out of the king’s house. He moved her
and hermaidens to the best place in the women’s house.

10 Esther had not made known her people nor her relatives, because
Mordecai had instructed her that she should not make it known.

11Mordecai walked every day in front of the court of the women’s house,
to find out how Esther was doing, and what would become of her.

12 Each young woman’s turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after her
purification for twelve months (for so were the days of their purification
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accomplished, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
fragrances and with preparations for beautifying women).

13The youngwoman then came to the king like this: whatever she desired
was given her to go with her out of the women’s house to the king’s house.

14 In the evening she went, and on the next day she returned into the
secondwomen’s house, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who
kept the concubines. She came in to the king no more, unless the king
delighted in her, and she was called by name.

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of
Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, came to go in to the king,
she required nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the keeper of the
women, advised. Esther obtained favor in the sight of all those who looked
at her.

16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus into his royal house in the tenth
month, which is themonth Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.

17The king loved Esthermore than all thewomen, and she obtained favor
and kindness in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal
crown on her head, andmade her queen instead of Vashti.

18Then thekingmadeagreat feast forall hisprincesandhis servants, even
Esther’s feast; and he proclaimed a holiday in the provinces, and gave gifts
according to the king’s bounty.

19Whenthevirginsweregathered together thesecond time,Mordecaiwas
sitting in the king’s gate.

20 Esther had not yet made known her relatives nor her people, as
Mordecai had commanded her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai, like she did
when she was brought up by him.

21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting in the king’s gate, two of the
king’s eunuchs, BigthanandTeresh,whoweredoorkeepers,wereangry, and
sought to lay hands on the King Ahasuerus.

22This thing became known toMordecai, who informedEsther the queen;
and Esther informed the king inMordecai’s name.

23When thismatterwas investigated, and it was found to be so, theywere
both hanged on a gallows; and it waswritten in the book of the chronicles in
the king’s presence.

3
1After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hamme-

datha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes
whowere with him.

2All the king’s servants whowere in the king’s gate bowed down and paid
homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai didn’t bow down or pay him homage.

3 Then the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Mordecai,
“Why do you disobey the king’s commandment?”

4Now it came to pass, when they spoke daily to him, and he didn’t listen to
them, that they told Haman, to seewhetherMordecai’s reasonwould stand;
for he had told them that he was a Jew.

5WhenHaman saw thatMordecai didn’t bow down nor pay him homage,
Hamanwas full of wrath.

6But he scorned the thought of laying hands on Mordecai alone, for they
had made known to him Mordecai’s people. Therefore Haman sought to
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destroy all the Jewswhowere throughout thewhole kingdomof Ahasuerus,
evenMordecai’s people.

7 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day,
and frommonth tomonth, and chose the twelfthmonth, which is themonth
Adar.

8 Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered
abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your
kingdom, and their laws are different from other people’s. They don’t keep
the king’s laws. Therefore it is not for the king’s profit to allow them to
remain.

9 If it pleases the king, let it be written that they be destroyed; and I will
pay ten thousand talents* of silver into the hands of thosewho are in charge
of the king’s business, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”

10 The king took his ring from his hand, and gave it to Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 The king said to Haman, “The silver is given to you, the people also, to
do with them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were called in on the first month, on the
thirteenth day of the month; and all that Haman commanded was written
to the king’s local governors, and to the governors who were over every
province, and to the princes of every people, to every province according
to its writing, and to every people in their language. It was written in the
name of King Ahasuerus, and it was sealed with the king’s ring.

13Letters were sent by couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to
kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children and
women, in one day, even on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which
is themonth Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

14Acopyof the letter, that thedecree shouldbegivenout ineveryprovince,
was published to all the peoples, that they should be ready against that day.

15 The couriers went out in haste by the king’s commandment, and the
decree was given out in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down
to drink; but the city of Susa was perplexed.

4
1 Now when Mordecai found out all that was done, Mordecai tore his

clothes and put on sackclothwith ashes, andwent out into themiddle of the
city, and wailed loudly and bitterly.

2 He came even before the king’s gate, for no one is allowed inside the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3 In every province, wherever the king’s commandment and his decree
came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, andweeping,
and wailing; andmany lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4Esther’smaidens and her eunuchs came and told her this, and the queen
was exceedingly grieved. She sent clothing to Mordecai, to replace his
sackcloth, but he didn’t receive it.

5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, whomhe had
appointed to attend her, and commanded him to go to Mordecai, to find out
what this was, and why it was.

* 3:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai, to the city square which was before
the king’s gate.

7Mordecai told him of all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of
the money that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for the
destruction of the Jews.

8He also gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given out
in Susa to destroy them, to show it to Esther, and to declare it to her, and to
urgeher to go in to theking tomake supplication tohim, and tomake request
before him for her people.

9Hathach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai.
10Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him amessage to Mordecai:
11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that

whoever, whether man or woman, comes to the king into the inner court
without being called, there is one law for him, that he be put to death, except
those to whom the king might hold out the golden scepter, that he may live.
I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.”

12They told Esther’s words to Mordecai.
13ThenMordecai asked them to return this answer to Esther: “Don’t think

to yourself that you will escape in the king’s house any more than all the
Jews.

14For if you remain silentnow, then relief anddeliverancewill come to the
Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Who
knows if you haven’t come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

15Then Esther asked them to answerMordecai,
16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are present in Susa, and fast for

me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day. I and my maidens
will also fast the sameway. Then I will go in to the king, which is against the
law; and if I perish, I perish.”

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.

5
1Now on the third day, Esther put on her royal clothing and stood in the

inner court of the king’s house, next to the king’s house. The king sat on his
royal throne in the royal house, next to the entrance of the house.

2When the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, she obtained
favor in his sight; and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter thatwas
in his hand. So Esther came near and touched the top of the scepter.

3 Then the king asked her, “What would you like, queen Esther? What is
your request? It shall be given you even to the half of the kingdom.”

4 Esther said, “If it seems good to the king, let the king and Haman come
today to the banquet that I have prepared for him.”

5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that it may be done as
Esther has said.” So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther
had prepared.

6The king said to Esther at the banquet of wine, “What is your petition? It
shall be granted you. What is your request? Even to the half of the kingdom
it shall be performed.”

7Then Esther answered and said, “My petition andmy request is this.
8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleases the king to

grant my petition and to performmy request, let the king and Haman come
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to the banquet that I will prepare for them, and I will do tomorrow as the
king has said.”

9ThenHamanwent out that day joyful and gladof heart, butwhenHaman
sawMordecai in the king’s gate, that he didn’t standupnormove for him, he
was filled with wrath against Mordecai.

10NeverthelessHaman restrainedhimself, andwent home. There, he sent
and called for his friends and Zeresh his wife.

11Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches, the multitude of his
children, all the things in which the king had promoted him, and how he
had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king.

12Haman also said, “Yes, Esther the queen let no man come in with the
king to the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and tomorrow I am
also invited by her together with the king.

13Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I seeMordecai the Jew sitting at
the king’s gate.”

14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows be
made fifty cubits* high, and in themorning speak to the king about hanging
Mordecai on it. Then go in merrily with the king to the banquet.” This
pleased Haman, so he had the gallowsmade.

6
1Onthatnight, theking couldn’t sleep. Hecommanded thebookof records

of the chronicles to be brought, and they were read to the king.
2 It was foundwritten that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two

of the king’s eunuchs, whowere doorkeepers, who had tried to lay hands on
the King Ahasuerus.

3 The king said, “What honor and dignity has been given to Mordecai for
this?”
Then the king’s servants who attended him said, “Nothing has been done

for him.”
4Theking said, “Who is in the court?” NowHamanhadcome into theouter

court of the king’s house, to speak to the king about hangingMordecai on the
gallows that he had prepared for him.

5The king’s servants said to him, “Behold,* Haman stands in the court.”
The king said, “Let him come in.”
6SoHaman came in. The king said to him, “What shall be done to theman

whom the king delights to honor?”
NowHaman said in his heart, “Whowould the king delight to honormore

thanmyself?”
7Haman said to the king, “For themanwhom the king delights to honor,
8 let royal clothing be brought which the king uses to wear, and the horse

that the king rides on, and on the head of which a royal crown is set.
9Let the clothingand thehorsebedelivered to thehandof oneof theking’s

most noble princes, that they may array the man whom the king delights to
honor with them, and have him ride on horseback through the city square,
and proclaim before him, ‘Thus it shall be done to the man whom the king
delights to honor!’ ”
* 5:14 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. * 6:5 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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10Then thekingsaid toHaman, “Hurryand take theclothingand thehorse,
as youhave said, anddo this forMordecai the Jew,who sits at the king’s gate.
Let nothing fail of all that you have spoken.”

11 Then Haman took the clothing and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai,
andhadhimride through the city square, andproclaimedbeforehim, “Thus
it shall be done to themanwhom the king delights to honor!”

12Mordecai came back to the king’s gate, but Haman hurried to his house,
mourning and having his head covered.

13Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that
had happened to him. Then his wise men and Zeresh his wife said to him,
“If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you
will not prevail against him, but you will surely fall before him.”

14 While they were yet talking with him, the king’s eunuchs came, and
hurried to bring Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen.
2 The king said again to Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine,

“What is your petition, queen Esther? It shall be granted you. What is your
request? Even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed.”

3Then Esther the queen answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O
king, and if it pleases the king, letmy life be givenme atmy petition, andmy
people at my request.

4 For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to
perish. But if we had been sold for male and female slaves, I would have
held my peace, although the adversary could not have compensated for the
king’s loss.”

5Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen, “Who is he, and where is
he who dared presume in his heart to do so?”

6Esther said, “An adversary and an enemy, even this wicked Haman!”
Then Hamanwas afraid before the king and the queen.
7The king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the

palace garden. Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the
queen, for he saw that there was evil determined against him by the king.

8 Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of the
banquet of wine; and Haman had fallen on the couch where Esther was.
Then the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in front of me in the
house?” As the word went out of the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s
face.

9 Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs who were with the king, said, “Be-
hold, the gallows fifty cubits* high, which Haman has made for Mordecai,
who spoke good for the king, is standing at Haman’s house.”
The king said, “Hang him on it!”
10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Morde-

cai. Then the king’s wrath was pacified.

* 7:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.



Esther 8:1 659 Esther 8:16

8
1On that day, King Ahasuerus gave the house of Haman, the Jews’ enemy,

toEsther thequeen. Mordecai camebefore theking; forEstherhad toldwhat
he was to her.

2 The king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it
to Mordecai. Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

3 Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet and
begged him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and
his plan that he had planned against the Jews.

4Then the king held out to Esther the golden scepter. So Esther arose, and
stood before the king.

5 She said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have found favor in his sight,
and the thing seems right to the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let it be
written to reverse the letters devised by Haman, the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s
provinces.

6For how can I endure to see the evil that would come tomy people? How
can I endure to see the destruction of my relatives?”

7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew,
“See, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on
the gallows because he laid his hand on the Jews.

8Write also to the Jews as it pleases you, in the king’s name, and seal it
with the king’s ring; for the writing which is written in the king’s name, and
sealed with the king’s ring, may not be reversed by anyman.”

9Then theking’s scribeswere calledat that time, in the thirdmonth,which
is themonth Sivan, on the twenty-third day of themonth; and it waswritten
according to all that Mordecai commanded to the Jews, and to the local
governors, and the governors and princes of the provinces which are from
India to Ethiopia, one hundred twenty-seven provinces, to every province
according to its writing, and to every people in their language, and to the
Jews in their writing, and in their language.

10He wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, and sealed it with the king’s
ring, and sent letters by courier on horseback, riding on royal horses that
were bred from swift steeds.

11 In those letters, the king granted the Jews who were in every city to
gather themselves together and to defend their lives—to destroy, to kill, and
to cause toperishall thepowerof thepeopleandprovince thatwouldassault
them, their little ones and women, and to plunder their possessions,

12on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is themonth Adar.

13Acopyof the letter, that thedecree shouldbegivenout ineveryprovince,
was published to all the peoples, that the Jews should be ready for that day
to avenge themselves on their enemies.

14 So the couriers who rode on royal horses went out, hastened and
pressed on by the king’s commandment. The decree was given out in the
citadel of Susa.

15Mordecai went out of the presence of the king in royal clothing of blue
andwhite, and with a great crown of gold, and with a robe of fine linen and
purple; and the city of Susa shouted andwas glad.

16The Jews had light, gladness, joy, and honor.
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17 In every province and in every city, wherever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, the Jews had gladness, joy, a feast and a holiday. Many
fromamong thepeoples of the landbecame Jews, for the fear of the Jewshad
fallen on them.

9
1Now in the twelfthmonth,which is themonthAdar, on the thirteenthday

of themonth,when theking’s commandmentandhisdecree camenear tobe
put in execution, on the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to conquer
them, (but it turnedout that the opposite happened, that the Jews conquered
those who hated them),

2 the Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the
provinces of the King Ahasuerus, to lay hands on thosewhowanted to harm
them. No one could withstand them, because the fear of them had fallen on
all the people.

3 All the princes of the provinces, the local governors, the governors,
and those who did the king’s business helped the Jews, because the fear of
Mordecai had fallen on them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his fame went out
throughout all the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew greater and
greater.

5The Jews struck all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and with
slaughter and destruction, and did what they wanted to those who hated
them.

6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundredmen.
7They killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy, but

they didn’t lay their hand on the plunder.
11On that day, the number of those who were slain in the citadel of Susa

was brought before the king.
12 The king said to Esther the queen, “The Jews have slain and destroyed

five hundred men in the citadel of Susa, including the ten sons of Haman;
what then have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces! Now what is
your petition? It shall be granted you. What is your further request? It shall
be done.”

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king, let it be granted to the Jewswho
are in Susa to do tomorrowalso according to today’s decree, and letHaman’s
ten sons be hanged on the gallows.”

14 The king commanded this to be done. A decree was given out in Susa;
and they hanged Haman’s ten sons.

15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered themselves together on the four-
teenth day also of the month Adar, and killed three hundred men in Susa;
but they didn’t lay their hand on the plunder.

16 The other Jews who were in the king’s provinces gathered themselves
together, defended their lives, had rest from their enemies, and killed
seventy-five thousand of those who hated them; but they didn’t lay their
hand on the plunder.
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17 This was done on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the
fourteenth day of that month they rested and made it a day of feasting and
gladness.

18But the Jewswhowere in Susa assembled together on the thirteenth and
on the fourteenth days of themonth; and on the fifteenth day of thatmonth,
they rested, andmade it a day of feasting and gladness.

19Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in theunwalled towns,make
the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, a
holiday, and a day of sending presents of food to one another.

20Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were
in all the provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both near and far,

21 to enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth and fifteenth days
of themonth Adar yearly,

22as thedays inwhich the Jewshadrest fromtheir enemies, and themonth
whichwas turned to them fromsorrow to gladness, and frommourning into
a holiday; that they shouldmake them days of feasting and gladness, and of
sending presents of food to one another, and gifts to the needy.

23 The Jews accepted the custom that they had begun, as Mordecai had
written to them,

24 because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all
the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast “Pur”,
that is the lot, to consume them and to destroy them;

25butwhen this became known to the king, he commanded by letters that
his wicked plan, which he had planned against the Jews, should return on
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.

26Therefore they called these days “Purim”,* from the word “Pur.” There-
fore because of all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen
concerning this matter, and that which had come to them,

27 the Jews established and imposed on themselves, on their descendants,
and on all those who joined themselves to them, so that it should not fail
that they would keep these two days according to what was written and
according to its appointed time every year;

28 and that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every
generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days
of Purimshouldnot fail fromamong the Jews, nor theirmemoryperish from
their offspring.†

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew
wrote with all authority to confirm this second letter of Purim.

30He sent letters to all the Jews in the hundred twenty-seven provinces of
the kingdom of Ahasuerus with words of peace and truth,

31 to confirm these days of Purim in their appointed times, as Mordecai
the Jew and Esther the queen had decreed, and as they had imposed upon
themselves and their descendants in the matter of the fastings and their
mourning.

32 The commandment of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it
was written in the book.

10
1King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the land and on the islands of the sea.

* 9:26 Purim is the Hebrew plural for pur, whichmeans lot. † 9:28 or, seed
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2Aren’t all the acts of his power and of his might, and the full account of
the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?

3 For Mordecai the Jew was next to King Ahasuerus, and great among the
Jews and accepted by the multitude of his brothers, seeking the good of his
people and speaking peace to all his descendants.
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The Book of
Job

1There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. That man was
blameless and upright, and one who feared God,* and turned away from
evil.

2There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.
3His possessions alsowere seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels,

five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very great
household; so that this manwas the greatest of all the children of the east.

4His sons went and held a feast in the house of each one on his birthday;
and they sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drinkwith them.

5 It was so, when the days of their feasting had run their course, that Job
sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered
burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may
be thatmy sons have sinned, and renounced God in their hearts.” Job did so
continually.

6Now on the day when God’s sons came to present themselves before the
LORD,† Satan also came among them.

7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”
Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, “From going back and forth in

the earth, and fromwalking up and down in it.”
8TheLORDsaid to Satan, “Haveyou consideredmyservant, Job? For there

is no one like him in the earth, a blameless and an upright man, one who
fears God, and turns away from evil.”

9ThenSatananswered theLORD,andsaid, “Does Job fearGod fornothing?
10 Haven’t you made a hedge around him, and around his house, and

around all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his
hands, and his substance is increased in the land.

11 But stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will
renounce you to your face.”

12The LORD said to Satan, “Behold,‡ all that he has is in your power. Only
on himself don’t stretch out your hand.”
So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.
13 It fell onadaywhenhis sonsandhisdaughterswereeatinganddrinking

wine in their oldest brother’s house,
14 that a messenger came to Job, and said, “The oxen were plowing, and

the donkeys feeding beside them,
15and the Sabeans attacked, and took themaway. Yes, they have killed the

servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
16While hewas still speaking, another also cameand said, “Thefire of God

has fallen from the sky, and has burned up the sheep and the servants, and
consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
* 1:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:6 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronouncedYahweh). ‡ 1:12 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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17While hewas still speaking, another also cameand said, “TheChaldeans
made three bands, and swept down on the camels, and have taken them
away, yes, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone
have escaped to tell you.”

18While he was still speaking, there came also another, and said, “Your
sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest
brother’s house,

19andbehold, there cameagreatwind fromthewilderness, and struck the
four corners of the house, and it fell on the youngmen, and they are dead. I
alone have escaped to tell you.”

20 Then Job arose, and tore his robe, and shaved his head, and fell down
on the ground, and worshiped.

21Hesaid, “Naked I cameoutofmymother’swomb, andnakedwill I return
there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the LORD’s
name.”

22 In all this, Job didn’t sin, nor charge Godwith wrongdoing.

2
1Again, on thedaywhenGod’s sons came topresent themselves before the

LORD, Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.
2The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, and said, “From going back and forth in the

earth, and fromwalking up and down in it.”
3 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? For

there is no one like him in the earth, a blameless and an upright man, one
who fears God, and turns away from evil. He still maintains his integrity,
although you incitedme against him, to ruin himwithout cause.”

4Satan answered theLORD, and said, “Skin for skin. Yes, all that amanhas
he will give for his life.

5But stretch out your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he
will renounce you to your face.”

6The LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand. Only spare his life.”
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with

painful sores from the sole of his foot to his head.
8He took for himself a potsherd to scrape himself with, and he sat among

the ashes.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still maintain your integrity? Re-

nounce God, and die.”
10But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish womenwould speak.

What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil?”
In all this Job didn’t sin with his lips.
11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that had come on

him, they each came from his own place: Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment
together to come to sympathize with him and to comfort him.

12Whenthey liftedup their eyes fromadistance, anddidn’t recognizehim,
they raised their voices, andwept; and theyeach torehis robe, and sprinkled
dust on their heads toward the sky.

13 So they sat down with him on the ground seven days and seven nights,
and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great.
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3
1After this Job opened his mouth, and cursed the day of his birth.
2 Job answered:

3 “Let the day perish in which I was born,
the night which said, ‘There is a boy conceived.’

4Let that day be darkness.
Don’t let God from above seek for it,
neither let the light shine on it.

5Let darkness and the shadow of death claim it for their own.
Let a cloud dwell on it.
Let all that makes the day black terrify it.

6As for that night, let thick darkness seize on it.
Let it not rejoice among the days of the year.
Let it not come into the number of themonths.

7Behold, let that night be barren.
Let no joyful voice come therein.

8Let them curse it who curse the day,
who are ready to rouse up leviathan.

9Let the stars of its twilight be dark.
Let it look for light, but have none,
neither let it see the eyelids of themorning,

10because it didn’t shut up the doors of mymother’s womb,
nor did it hide trouble frommy eyes.

11 “Why didn’t I die from the womb?
Why didn’t I give up the spirit whenmymother boreme?

12Why did the knees receive me?
Or why the breast, that I should nurse?

13For now I should have lain down and been quiet.
I should have slept, then I would have been at rest,

14with kings and counselors of the earth,
who built up waste places for themselves;

15or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver;

16or as a hidden untimely birth I had not been,
as infants who never saw light.

17There the wicked cease from troubling.
There the weary are at rest.

18There the prisoners are at ease together.
They don’t hear the voice of the taskmaster.

19The small and the great are there.
The servant is free from his master.

20 “Why is light given to himwho is in misery,
life to the bitter in soul,

21who long for death, but it doesn’t come;
and dig for it more than for hidden treasures,

22who rejoice exceedingly,
and are glad, when they can find the grave?

23Why is light given to amanwhose way is hidden,
whomGod has hedged in?
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24Formy sighing comes before I eat.
My groanings are poured out like water.

25For the thing which I fear comes onme,
that which I am afraid of comes to me.

26 I am not at ease, neither am I quiet, neither do I have rest;
but trouble comes.”

4
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “If someone ventures to talk with you, will you be grieved?
But who can withhold himself from speaking?

3Behold, you have instructedmany,
you have strengthened the weak hands.

4Your words have supported himwhowas falling,
you havemade the feeble knees firm.

5But now it has come to you, and you faint.
It touches you, and you are troubled.

6 Isn’t your piety your confidence?
Isn’t the integrity of your ways your hope?

7 “Remember, now, who ever perished, being innocent?
Or where were the upright cut off?

8According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity
and sow trouble, reap the same.

9By the breath of God they perish.
By the blast of his anger are they consumed.

10The roaring of the lion,
and the voice of the fierce lion,
the teeth of the young lions, are broken.

11The old lion perishes for lack of prey.
The cubs of the lioness are scattered abroad.

12 “Now a thing was secretly brought to me.
My ear received a whisper of it.

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,

14 fear came onme, and trembling,
whichmade all my bones shake.

15Then a spirit passed before my face.
The hair of my flesh stood up.

16 It stood still, but I couldn’t discern its appearance.
A formwas before my eyes.
Silence, then I heard a voice, saying,

17 ‘Shall mortal man bemore just than God?
Shall a man bemore pure than his Maker?

18Behold, he puts no trust in his servants.
He charges his angels with error.

19Howmuchmore those who dwell in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before themoth!

20Betweenmorning and evening they are destroyed.
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They perish forever without any regarding it.
21 Isn’t their tent cord plucked upwithin them?

They die, and that without wisdom.’

5
1 “Call now; is there any whowill answer you?

To which of the holy ones will you turn?
2For resentment kills the foolishman,

and jealousy kills the simple.
3 I have seen the foolish taking root,

but suddenly I cursed his habitation.
4His children are far from safety.

They are crushed in the gate.
Neither is there any to deliver them,

5whose harvest the hungry eat up,
and take it even out of the thorns.
The snare gapes for their substance.

6For affliction doesn’t come out of the dust,
neither does trouble spring out of the ground;

7but man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.

8 “But as for me, I would seek God.
I would commit my cause to God,

9who does great things that can’t be fathomed,
marvelous things without number;

10who gives rain on the earth,
and sends waters on the fields;

11 so that he sets up on high those who are low,
those whomourn are exalted to safety.

12He frustrates the plans of the crafty,
so that their hands can’t perform their enterprise.

13He takes the wise in their own craftiness;
the counsel of the cunning is carried headlong.

14Theymeet with darkness in the day time,
and grope at noonday as in the night.

15But he saves from the sword of their mouth,
even the needy from the hand of themighty.

16 So the poor has hope,
and injustice shuts her mouth.

17 “Behold, happy is themanwhomGod corrects.
Therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almighty.

18For he wounds and binds up.
He injures and his handsmake whole.

19Hewill deliver you in six troubles;
yes, in seven no evil will touch you.

20 In famine he will redeem you from death;
in war, from the power of the sword.

21Youwill be hidden from the scourge of the tongue,
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neither will you be afraid of destruction when it comes.
22Youwill laugh at destruction and famine,

neither will you be afraid of the animals of the earth.
23For you will be allied with the stones of the field.

The animals of the field will be at peace with you.
24Youwill know that your tent is in peace.

You will visit your fold, and will miss nothing.
25Youwill know also that your offspring* will be great,

your offspring as the grass of the earth.
26Youwill come to your grave in a full age,

like a shock of grain comes in its season.
27Behold, we have researched it. It is so.

Hear it, and know it for your good.”

6
1Then Job answered,

2 “Oh that my anguish were weighed,
and all my calamity laid in the balances!

3For now it would be heavier than the sand of the seas,
therefore mywords have been rash.

4For the arrows of the Almighty are withinme.
My spirit drinks up their poison.

The terrors of God set themselves in array against me.
5Does the wild donkey bray when he has grass?

Or does the ox low over his fodder?
6Can that which has no flavor be eaten without salt?

Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?
7My soul refuses to touch them.

They are as loathsome food tome.

8 “Oh that I might havemy request,
that God would grant the thing that I long for,

9 even that it would please God to crushme;
that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off!

10Let it still be my consolation,
yes, let me exult in pain that doesn’t spare,
that I have not denied the words of the Holy One.

11What is my strength, that I should wait?
What is my end, that I should be patient?

12 Is my strength the strength of stones?
Or is my flesh of bronze?

13 Isn’t it that I have no help inme,
that wisdom is driven away fromme?

14 “To himwho is ready to faint, kindness should be shown from his friend;
even to himwho forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

15My brothers have dealt deceitfully as a brook,
as the channel of brooks that pass away;

* 5:25 or, seed
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16which are black by reason of the ice,
in which the snow hides itself.

17 In the dry season, they vanish.
When it is hot, they are consumed out of their place.

18The caravans that travel beside them turn away.
They go up into the waste, and perish.

19The caravans of Tema looked.
The companies of Sheba waited for them.

20They were distressed because they were confident.
They came there, and were confounded.

21For now you are nothing.
You see a terror, and are afraid.

22Did I ever say, ‘Give to me’?
or, ‘Offer a present for me from your substance’?

23or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary’s hand’?
or, ‘Redeemme from the hand of the oppressors’?

24 “Teachme, and I will hold my peace.
Causeme to understandmy error.

25How forcible are words of uprightness!
But your reproof, what does it reprove?

26Do you intend to reprove words,
since the speeches of one who is desperate are as wind?

27Yes, you would even cast lots for the fatherless,
andmakemerchandise of your friend.

28Now therefore be pleased to look at me,
for surely I will not lie to your face.

29Please return.
Let there be no injustice.
Yes, return again.
My cause is righteous.

30 Is there injustice onmy tongue?
Can’t my taste discernmischievous things?

7
1 “Isn’t a man forced to labor on earth?

Aren’t his days like the days of a hired hand?
2As a servant who earnestly desires the shadow,

as a hireling who looks for his wages,
3 so I ammade to possess months of misery,

wearisome nights are appointed to me.
4When I lie down, I say,

‘Whenwill I arise, and the night be gone?’
I toss and turn until the dawning of the day.

5My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust.
My skin closes up, and breaks out afresh.

6My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,
and are spent without hope.

7Oh remember that my life is a breath.
My eye will nomore see good.
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8The eye of himwho sees mewill see me nomore.
Your eyes will be onme, but I will not be.

9As the cloud is consumed and vanishes away,
so he who goes down to Sheol* will come up nomore.

10Hewill return nomore to his house,
neither will his place know him anymore.

11 “Therefore I will not keep silent.
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit.
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

12Am I a sea, or a seamonster,
that you put a guard over me?

13When I say, ‘My bedwill comfort me.
My couch will ease my complaint,’

14 then you scare mewith dreams
and terrify me through visions,

15 so that my soul chooses strangling,
death rather thanmy bones.

16 I loathemy life.
I don’t want to live forever.
Leaveme alone, for my days are but a breath.

17What is man, that you shouldmagnify him,
that you should set yourmind on him,

18 that you should visit him everymorning,
and test him everymoment?

19How long will you not look away fromme,
nor leaveme alone until I swallow downmy spittle?

20 If I have sinned, what do I do to you, you watcher of men?
Why have you set me as amark for you,
so that I am a burden tomyself?

21Why do you not pardonmy disobedience, and take awaymy iniquity?
For nowwill I lie down in the dust.
You will seekme diligently, but I will not be.”

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you speak these things?
Shall the words of yourmouth be amighty wind?

3Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert righteousness?

4 If your children have sinned against him,
he has delivered them into the hand of their disobedience.

5 If you want to seek God diligently,
make your supplication to the Almighty.

6 If you were pure and upright,
surely now he would awaken for you,

andmake the habitation of your righteousness prosperous.
7Though your beginning was small,

yet your latter end would greatly increase.

* 7:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8 “Please inquire of past generations.
Find out about the learning of their fathers.

9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing,
because our days on earth are a shadow.)

10 Shall they not teach you, tell you,
and utter words out of their heart?

11 “Can the papyrus grow upwithout mire?
Can the rushes growwithout water?

12While it is yet in its greenness, not cut down,
it withers before any other reed.

13 So are the paths of all who forget God.
The hope of the godless manwill perish,

14whose confidence will break apart,
whose trust is a spider’s web.

15Hewill lean on his house, but it will not stand.
He will cling to it, but it will not endure.

16He is green before the sun.
His shoots go out along his garden.

17His roots are wrapped around the rock pile.
He sees the place of stones.

18 If he is destroyed from his place,
then it will deny him, saying, ‘I have not seen you.’

19Behold, this is the joy of his way.
Out of the earth, others will spring.

20 “Behold, God will not cast away a blameless man,
neither will he uphold the evildoers.

21Hewill still fill yourmouth with laughter,
your lips with shouting.

22Those who hate you will be clothed with shame.
The tent of the wicked will be nomore.”

9
1Then Job answered,

2 “Truly I know that it is so,
but how canman be just with God?

3 If he is pleased to contend with him,
he can’t answer him one time in a thousand.

4God is wise in heart, andmighty in strength.
Who has hardened himself against him and prospered?

5He removes themountains, and they don’t know it,
when he overturns them in his anger.

6He shakes the earth out of its place.
Its pillars tremble.

7He commands the sun and it doesn’t rise,
and seals up the stars.

8He alone stretches out the heavens,
and treads on the waves of the sea.

9Hemakes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades,
and the rooms of the south.
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10He does great things past finding out;
yes, marvelous things without number.

11Behold, he goes byme, and I don’t see him.
He passes on also, but I don’t perceive him.

12Behold, he snatches away.
Who can hinder him?
Whowill ask him, ‘What are you doing?’

13 “Godwill not withdraw his anger.
The helpers of Rahab stoop under him.

14Howmuch less will I answer him,
and choosemywords to argue with him?

15Though I were righteous, yet I wouldn’t answer him.
I wouldmake supplication to my judge.

16 If I had called, and he had answeredme,
yet I wouldn’t believe that he listened to my voice.

17For he breaks mewith a storm,
andmultiplies mywounds without cause.

18Hewill not allowme to catchmy breath,
but fills mewith bitterness.

19 If it is a matter of strength, behold, he is mighty!
If of justice, ‘Who,’ says he, ‘will summonme?’

20Though I am righteous, my ownmouth will condemnme.
Though I am blameless, it will proveme perverse.

21 I am blameless.
I don’t respect myself.
I despise my life.

22 “It is all the same.
Therefore I say he destroys the blameless and the wicked.

23 If the scourge kills suddenly,
he will mock at the trial of the innocent.

24The earth is given into the hand of the wicked.
He covers the faces of its judges.
If not he, then who is it?

25 “Nowmy days are swifter than a runner.
They flee away. They see no good.

26They have passed away as the swift ships,
as the eagle that swoops on the prey.

27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint,
I will put offmy sad face, and cheer up,’

28 I am afraid of all my sorrows.
I know that you will not holdme innocent.

29 I will be condemned.
Why then do I labor in vain?

30 If I washmyself with snow,
and cleansemy hands with lye,

31yet you will plungeme in the ditch.
My own clothes will abhorme.

32For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him,
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that we should come together in judgment.
33There is no umpire between us,

that might lay his hand on us both.
34Let him take his rod away fromme.

Let his terror not makeme afraid;
35 then I would speak, and not fear him,

for I am not so inmyself.

10
1 “My soul is weary of my life.

I will give free course to my complaint.
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.

2 I will tell God, ‘Do not condemnme.
Showmewhy you contend withme.

3 Is it good to you that you should oppress,
that you should despise the work of your hands,
and smile on the counsel of the wicked?

4Do you have eyes of flesh?
Or do you see as man sees?

5Are your days as the days of mortals,
or your years as man’s years,

6 that you inquire after my iniquity,
and search after my sin?

7Although you know that I am not wicked,
there is no one who can deliver out of your hand.

8 “ ‘Your hands have framedme and fashionedme altogether,
yet you destroyme.

9Remember, I beg you, that you have fashionedme as clay.
Will you bringme into dust again?

10Haven’t you pouredme out like milk,
and curdledme like cheese?

11You have clothedmewith skin and flesh,
and knit me together with bones and sinews.

12You have grantedme life and loving kindness.
Your visitation has preservedmy spirit.

13Yet you hid these things in your heart.
I know that this is with you:

14 if I sin, then youmarkme.
You will not acquit me frommy iniquity.

15 If I amwicked, woe to me.
If I am righteous, I still will not lift upmy head,
being filled with disgrace,
and conscious of my affliction.

16 If my head is held high, you hunt me like a lion.
Again you show yourself powerful to me.

17You renew your witnesses against me,
and increase your indignation onme.
Changes and warfare are withme.
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18 “ ‘Why, then, have you brought me out of the womb?
I wish I had given up the spirit, and no eye had seenme.

19 I should have been as though I had not been.
I should have been carried from the womb to the grave.

20Aren’t my days few?
Stop!

Leaveme alone, that I may find a little comfort,
21before I go where I will not return from,
to the land of darkness and of the shadow of death;

22 the land dark as midnight,
of the shadow of death,
without any order,
where the light is as midnight.’ ”

11
1Then Zophar, the Naamathite, answered,

2 “Shouldn’t the multitude of words be answered?
Should aman full of talk be justified?

3 Should your boastings makemen hold their peace?
When youmock, will nomanmake you ashamed?

4For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure.
I am clean in your eyes.’

5But oh that God would speak,
and open his lips against you,

6 that he would show you the secrets of wisdom!
For true wisdom has two sides.
Know therefore that God exacts of you less than your iniquity deserves.

7 “Can you fathom themystery of God?
Or can you probe the limits of the Almighty?

8They are high as heaven. What can you do?
They are deeper than Sheol.* What can you know?

9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea.

10 If he passes by, or confines,
or convenes a court, then who can oppose him?

11For he knows false men.
He sees iniquity also, even though he doesn’t consider it.

12An empty-headedman becomes wise
when aman is born as a wild donkey’s colt.

13 “If you set your heart aright,
stretch out your hands toward him.

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away.
Don’t let unrighteousness dwell in your tents.

15 Surely then youwill lift up your face without spot.
Yes, you will be steadfast, and will not fear,
16 for you will forget yourmisery.
You will remember it like waters that have passed away.

17Life will be clearer than the noonday.
* 11:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Though there is darkness, it will be as themorning.
18Youwill be secure, because there is hope.

Yes, you will search, and will take your rest in safety.
19Also you will lie down, and no one will make you afraid.

Yes, many will court your favor.
20But the eyes of the wicked will fail.

They will have no way to flee.
Their hope will be the giving up of the spirit.”

12
1Then Job answered,

2 “No doubt, but you are the people,
and wisdomwill die with you.

3But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Yes, who doesn’t know such things as these?

4 I am like one who is a joke to his neighbor,
I, who called on God, and he answered.
The just, the blameless man is a joke.

5 In the thought of himwho is at ease there is contempt for misfortune.
It is ready for themwhose foot slips.

6The tents of robbers prosper.
Those who provoke God are secure,
who carry their god in their hands.

7 “But ask the animals now, and they will teach you;
the birds of the sky, and they will tell you.

8Or speak to the earth, and it will teach you.
The fish of the sea will declare to you.

9Who doesn’t know that in all these,
the LORD’s hand has done this,

10 in whose hand is the life of every living thing,
and the breath of all mankind?

11Doesn’t the ear try words,
even as the palate tastes its food?

12With agedmen is wisdom,
in length of days understanding.

13 “With God is wisdom andmight.
He has counsel and understanding.

14Behold, he breaks down, and it can’t be built again.
He imprisons aman, and there can be no release.

15Behold, he withholds the waters, and they dry up.
Again, he sends them out, and they overturn the earth.

16With him is strength and wisdom.
The deceived and the deceiver are his.

17He leads counselors away stripped.
Hemakes judges fools.

18He loosens the bond of kings.
He binds their waist with a belt.

19He leads priests away stripped,
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and overthrows themighty.
20He removes the speech of those who are trusted,

and takes away the understanding of the elders.
21He pours contempt on princes,

and loosens the belt of the strong.
22He uncovers deep things out of darkness,

and brings out to light the shadow of death.
23He increases the nations, and he destroys them.

He enlarges the nations, and he leads them captive.
24He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the people of the earth,

and causes them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.
25They grope in the dark without light.

Hemakes them stagger like a drunkenman.

13
1 “Behold, my eye has seen all this.

My ear has heard and understood it.
2What you know, I know also.

I am not inferior to you.

3 “Surely I would speak to the Almighty.
I desire to reason with God.

4But you are forgers of lies.
You are all physicians of no value.

5Oh that you would be completely silent!
Then youwould be wise.

6Hear nowmy reasoning.
Listen to the pleadings of my lips.

7Will you speak unrighteously for God,
and talk deceitfully for him?

8Will you show partiality to him?
Will you contend for God?

9 Is it good that he should search you out?
Or as one deceives aman, will you deceive him?

10Hewill surely reprove you
if you secretly show partiality.

11Won’t his majesty make you afraid
and his dread fall on you?

12Yourmemorable sayings are proverbs of ashes.
Your defenses are defenses of clay.

13 “Be silent!
Leaveme alone, that I may speak.
Let come onmewhat will.

14Why should I takemy flesh inmy teeth,
and put my life in my hand?

15Behold, he will kill me.
I have no hope.
Nevertheless, I will maintainmyways before him.
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16This also will be my salvation,
that a godless manwill not come before him.

17Listen carefully to my speech.
Let my declaration be in your ears.

18 See now, I have set my cause in order.
I know that I am righteous.

19Who is he whowill contend withme?
For then would I holdmy peace and give up the spirit.

20 “Only don’t do two things to me,
then I will not hidemyself from your face:

21withdraw your hand far fromme,
and don’t let your terror makeme afraid.

22Then call, and I will answer,
or let me speak, and you answerme.

23Howmany aremy iniquities and sins?
Makeme knowmy disobedience andmy sin.

24Why do you hide your face,
and consider me your enemy?

25Will you harass a driven leaf?
Will you pursue the dry stubble?

26For you write bitter things against me,
andmakeme inherit the iniquities of my youth.

27You also put my feet in the stocks,
andmark all my paths.
You set a bound to the soles of my feet,

28 though I am decaying like a rotten thing,
like a garment that is moth-eaten.

14
1 “Man, who is born of a woman,

is of few days, and full of trouble.
2He grows up like a flower, and is cut down.

He also flees like a shadow, and doesn’t continue.
3Do you open your eyes on such a one,

and bringme into judgment with you?
4Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?

Not one.
5 Seeing his days are determined,
the number of his months is with you,
and you have appointed his bounds that he can’t pass.

6Look away from him, that hemay rest,
until he accomplishes, as a hireling, his day.

7 “For there is hope for a tree if it is cut down,
that it will sprout again,
that the tender branch of it will not cease.

8Though its root grows old in the earth,
and its stock dies in the ground,

9yet through the scent of water it will bud,
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and sprout boughs like a plant.
10But man dies, and is laid low.

Yes, man gives up the spirit, and where is he?
11As the waters fail from the sea,

and the river wastes and dries up,
12 so man lies down and doesn’t rise.

Until the heavens are nomore, they will not awake,
nor be roused out of their sleep.

13 “Oh that you would hideme in Sheol,*
that you would keepme secret until your wrath is past,
that you would appoint me a set time and rememberme!

14 If a man dies, will he live again?
I would wait all the days of mywarfare,
until my release should come.

15Youwould call, and I would answer you.
You would have a desire for the work of your hands.

16But now you count my steps.
Don’t you watch over my sin?

17My disobedience is sealed up in a bag.
You fasten upmy iniquity.

18 “But themountain falling comes to nothing.
The rock is removed out of its place.

19The waters wear the stones.
The torrents of it wash away the dust of the earth.
So you destroy the hope of man.

20You forever prevail against him, and he departs.
You change his face, and send him away.

21His sons come to honor, and he doesn’t know it.
They are brought low, but he doesn’t perceive it of them.

22But his flesh on him has pain,
and his soul within himmourns.”

15
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Should a wise man answer with vain knowledge,
and fill himself with the east wind?

3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk,
or with speeches with which he can do no good?

4Yes, you do away with fear,
and hinder devotion before God.

5For your iniquity teaches yourmouth,
and you choose the language of the crafty.

6Your ownmouth condemns you, and not I.
Yes, your own lips testify against you.

7 “Are you the first manwhowas born?
Or were you brought out before the hills?

* 14:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8Have you heard the secret counsel of God?
Do you limit wisdom to yourself?

9What do you know that we don’t know?
What do you understand which is not in us?

10With us are both the gray-headed and the very agedmen,
much older than your father.

11Are the consolations of God too small for you,
even the word that is gentle toward you?

12Why does your heart carry you away?
Why do your eyes flash,

13 that you turn your spirit against God,
and let such words go out of yourmouth?

14What is man, that he should be clean?
What is he who is born of a woman, that he should be righteous?

15Behold, he puts no trust in his holy ones.
Yes, the heavens are not clean in his sight;

16howmuch less one who is abominable and corrupt,
a manwho drinks iniquity like water!

17 “I will show you, listen to me;
that which I have seen I will declare

18 (which wise men have told by their fathers,
and have not hidden it;

19 to whom alone the land was given,
and no stranger passed among them):

20 the wickedmanwrithes in pain all his days,
even the number of years that are laid up for the oppressor.

21A sound of terrors is in his ears.
In prosperity the destroyer will come on him.

22He doesn’t believe that he will return out of darkness.
He is waited for by the sword.

23Hewanders abroad for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?’
He knows that the day of darkness is ready at his hand.

24Distress and anguishmake him afraid.
They prevail against him, as a king ready to the battle.

25Because he has stretched out his hand against God,
and behaves himself proudly against the Almighty,

26he runs at himwith a stiff neck,
with the thick shields of his bucklers,

27because he has covered his face with his fatness,
and gathered fat on his thighs.

28He has lived in desolate cities,
in houses which no one inhabited,
which were ready to become heaps.

29Hewill not be rich, neither will his substance continue,
neither will their possessions be extended on the earth.

30Hewill not depart out of darkness.
The flamewill dry up his branches.
He will go away by the breath of God’s mouth.

31Let him not trust in emptiness, deceiving himself,
for emptiness will be his reward.
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32 It will be accomplished before his time.
His branch will not be green.

33Hewill shake off his unripe grape as the vine,
and will cast off his flower as the olive tree.

34For the company of the godless will be barren,
and fire will consume the tents of bribery.

35They conceive mischief and produce iniquity.
Their heart prepares deceit.”

16
1Then Job answered,

2 “I have heardmany such things.
You are all miserable comforters!

3 Shall vain words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you answer?

4 I also could speak as you do.
If your soul were inmy soul’s place,
I could join words together against you,
and shakemy head at you,

5but I would strengthen youwithmymouth.
The solace of my lips would relieve you.

6 “Though I speak, my grief is not subsided.
Though I forbear, what am I eased?

7But now, God, you have surely wornme out.
You havemade all my company desolate.

8You have shriveledme up. This is a witness against me.
My leanness rises up against me.
It testifies to my face.

9He has tornme in his wrath and persecutedme.
He has gnashed onmewith his teeth.
My adversary sharpens his eyes onme.

10They have gaped onmewith their mouth.
They have struckme on the cheek reproachfully.
They gather themselves together against me.

11God delivers me to the ungodly,
and casts me into the hands of the wicked.

12 I was at ease, and he brokeme apart.
Yes, he has takenme by the neck, and dashedme to pieces.
He has also set me up for his target.

13His archers surroundme.
He splits my kidneys apart, and does not spare.
He pours out my bile on the ground.

14He breaks mewith breach on breach.
He runs at me like a giant.

15 I have sewed sackcloth onmy skin,
and have thrust my horn in the dust.

16My face is red with weeping.
Deep darkness is onmy eyelids,

17although there is no violence inmy hands,
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andmy prayer is pure.

18 “Earth, don’t cover my blood.
Let my cry have no place to rest.

19Even now, behold, mywitness is in heaven.
He who vouches for me is on high.

20My friends scoff at me.
My eyes pour out tears to God,

21 that he wouldmaintain the right of a manwith God,
of a son of manwith his neighbor!

22For when a few years have come,
I will go the way of no return.

17
1 “My spirit is consumed.

My days are extinct
and the grave is ready for me.

2 Surely there are mockers withme.
My eye dwells on their provocation.

3 “Now give a pledge. Be collateral for mewith yourself.
Who is there whowill strike hands withme?

4For you have hidden their heart from understanding,
therefore you will not exalt them.

5Hewho denounces his friends for plunder,
even the eyes of his children will fail.

6 “But he has mademe a byword of the people.
They spit in my face.

7My eye also is dim by reason of sorrow.
All mymembers are as a shadow.

8Upright menwill be astonished at this.
The innocent will stir himself up against the godless.

9Yet the righteous will hold to his way.
He who has clean hands will grow stronger and stronger.

10But as for you all, come back.
I will not find a wise man among you.

11My days are past.
My plans are broken off,
as are the thoughts of my heart.

12They change the night into day,
saying ‘The light is near’ in the presence of darkness.

13 If I look for Sheol* as my house,
if I have spreadmy couch in the darkness,

14 if I have said to corruption, ‘You aremy father,’
and to the worm, ‘Mymother,’ and ‘My sister,’

15where then is my hope?
As for my hope, whowill see it?

* 17:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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16 Shall it go downwithme to the gates of Sheol,†
or descend together into the dust?”

18
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you hunt for words?
Consider, and afterwards wewill speak.

3Why are we counted as animals,
which have become unclean in your sight?

4Youwho tear yourself in your anger,
will the earth be forsaken for you?
Or will the rock be removed out of its place?

5 “Yes, the light of the wicked will be put out.
The spark of his fire won’t shine.

6The light will be dark in his tent.
His lamp above himwill be put out.

7The steps of his strength will be shortened.
His own counsel will cast him down.

8For he is cast into a net by his own feet,
and he wanders into its mesh.

9A snare will take him by the heel.
A trap will catch him.

10A noose is hidden for him in the ground,
a trap for him on the path.

11Terrors will make him afraid on every side,
and will chase him at his heels.

12His strength will be famished.
Calamity will be ready at his side.

13Themembers of his body will be devoured.
The firstborn of death will devour his members.

14Hewill be rooted out of the security of his tent.
He will be brought to the king of terrors.

15There will dwell in his tent that which is none of his.
Sulfur will be scattered on his habitation.

16His roots will be dried up beneath.
His branch will be cut off above.

17His memory will perish from the earth.
He will have no name in the street.

18Hewill be driven from light into darkness,
and chased out of the world.

19Hewill have neither son nor grandson among his people,
nor any remaining where he lived.

20Those who come after will be astonished at his day,
as those whowent before were frightened.

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the unrighteous.
This is the place of himwho doesn’t know God.”

† 17:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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19
1Then Job answered,

2 “How long will you torment me,
and crushmewith words?

3You have reproachedme ten times.
You aren’t ashamed that you attackme.

4 If it is true that I have erred,
my error remains withmyself.

5 If indeed you will magnify yourselves against me,
and plead against memy reproach,

6know now that God has subvertedme,
and has surroundedmewith his net.

7 “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard.
I cry for help, but there is no justice.

8He has walled upmyway so that I can’t pass,
and has set darkness in my paths.

9He has strippedme of my glory,
and taken the crown frommy head.

10He has brokenme down on every side, and I am gone.
He has pluckedmy hope up like a tree.

11He has also kindled his wrath against me.
He counts me among his adversaries.

12His troops come on together,
build a siege ramp against me,
and encamp aroundmy tent.

13 “He has put my brothers far fromme.
My acquaintances are wholly estranged fromme.

14My relatives have gone away.
My familiar friends have forgottenme.

15Those who dwell in my house andmymaids consider me a stranger.
I am an alien in their sight.

16 I call to my servant, and he gives me no answer.
I beg himwithmymouth.

17My breath is offensive to mywife.
I am loathsome to the children of my ownmother.

18Even young children despise me.
If I arise, they speak against me.

19All my familiar friends abhorme.
They whom I loved have turned against me.

20My bones stick to my skin and tomy flesh.
I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

21 “Have pity onme. Have pity onme, youmy friends,
for the hand of God has touchedme.

22Why do you persecute me as God,
and are not satisfied withmy flesh?

23 “Oh that mywords were nowwritten!
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!
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24That with an iron pen and lead
they were engraved in the rock forever!

25But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives.
In the end, he will stand upon the earth.

26After my skin is destroyed,
then I will see God inmy flesh,

27whom I, even I, will see onmy side.
My eyes will see, and not as a stranger.

“My heart is consumedwithinme.
28 If you say, ‘Howwewill persecute him!’

because the root of thematter is found inme,
29be afraid of the sword,

for wrath brings the punishments of the sword,
that youmay know there is a judgment.”

20
1Then Zophar the Naamathite answered,

2 “Therefore my thoughts answerme,
even by reason of my haste that is in me.

3 I have heard the reproof which puts me to shame.
The spirit of my understanding answers me.

4Don’t you know this from old time,
since manwas placed on earth,

5 that the triumphing of the wicked is short,
the joy of the godless but for amoment?

6Though his height mount up to the heavens,
and his head reach to the clouds,

7yet he will perish forever like his own dung.
Those who have seen himwill say, ‘Where is he?’

8Hewill fly away as a dream, and will not be found.
Yes, he will be chased away like a vision of the night.

9The eye which saw himwill see him nomore,
neither will his place see him anymore.

10His children will seek the favor of the poor.
His hands will give back his wealth.

11His bones are full of his youth,
but youth will lie downwith him in the dust.

12 “Thoughwickedness is sweet in his mouth,
though he hide it under his tongue,

13 though he spare it, and will not let it go,
but keep it still within his mouth,

14yet his food in his bowels is turned.
It is cobra venomwithin him.

15He has swallowed down riches, and he will vomit them up again.
God will cast them out of his belly.

16Hewill suck cobra venom.
The viper’s tongue will kill him.

17Hewill not look at the rivers,
the flowing streams of honey and butter.
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18Hewill restore that for which he labored, and will not swallow it down.
He will not rejoice according to the substance that he has gotten.

19For he has oppressed and forsaken the poor.
He has violently taken away a house, and he will not build it up.

20 “Because he knew no quietness within him,
he will not save anything of that in which he delights.

21There was nothing left that he didn’t devour,
therefore his prosperity will not endure.

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency, distress will overtake him.
The hand of everyone who is in misery will come on him.

23When he is about to fill his belly, God will cast the fierceness of his wrath
on him.

It will rain on himwhile he is eating.
24Hewill flee from the iron weapon.

The bronze arrowwill strike him through.
25He draws it out, and it comes out of his body.

Yes, the glittering point comes out of his liver.
Terrors are on him.

26All darkness is laid up for his treasures.
An unfanned fire will devour him.
It will consume that which is left in his tent.

27The heavens will reveal his iniquity.
The earth will rise up against him.

28The increase of his house will depart.
They will rush away in the day of his wrath.

29This is the portion of a wickedman from God,
the heritage appointed to him by God.”

21
1Then Job answered,

2 “Listen diligently to my speech.
Let this be your consolation.

3Allowme, and I also will speak.
After I have spoken, mock on.

4As for me, is my complaint to man?
Why shouldn’t I be impatient?

5Look at me, and be astonished.
Lay your hand on yourmouth.

6When I remember, I am troubled.
Horror takes hold of my flesh.

7 “Why do the wicked live,
become old, yes, and growmighty in power?

8Their child is established with them in their sight,
their offspring before their eyes.

9Their houses are safe from fear,
neither is the rod of God upon them.

10Their bulls breed without fail.
Their cows calve, and don’t miscarry.

11They send out their little ones like a flock.
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Their children dance.
12They sing to the tambourine and harp,

and rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
13They spend their days in prosperity.

In an instant they go down to Sheol.*
14They tell God, ‘Depart from us,

for we don’t want to know about your ways.
15What is the Almighty, that we should serve him?

What profit should we have, if we pray to him?’
16Behold, their prosperity is not in their hand.

The counsel of the wicked is far fromme.
17 “How often is it that the lamp of the wicked is put out,

that their calamity comes on them,
that God distributes sorrows in his anger?

18How often is it that they are as stubble before the wind,
as chaff that the storm carries away?

19You say, ‘God lays up his iniquity for his children.’
Let him recompense it to himself, that hemay know it.

20Let his own eyes see his destruction.
Let him drink of the wrath of the Almighty.

21For what does he care for his house after him,
when the number of his months is cut off?

22 “Shall any teach God knowledge,
since he judges those who are high?

23One dies in his full strength,
being wholly at ease and quiet.

24His pails are full of milk.
Themarrow of his bones is moistened.

25Another dies in bitterness of soul,
and never tastes of good.

26They lie down alike in the dust.
The worm covers them.

27 “Behold, I know your thoughts,
the plans with which you would wrongme.

28For you say, ‘Where is the house of the prince?
Where is the tent in which the wicked lived?’

29Haven’t you asked wayfaringmen?
Don’t you know their evidences,

30 that the evil man is reserved to the day of calamity,
that they are led out to the day of wrath?

31Whowill declare his way to his face?
Whowill repay himwhat he has done?

32Yet he will be borne to the grave.
Menwill keep watch over the tomb.

33The clods of the valley will be sweet to him.
All menwill draw after him,
as there were innumerable before him.

* 21:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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34 So how can you comfort mewith nonsense,
because in your answers there remains only falsehood?”

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Can aman be profitable to God?
Surely he who is wise is profitable to himself.

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you are righteous?
Or does it benefit him that youmake your ways perfect?

4 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,
that he enters with you into judgment?

5 Isn’t your wickedness great?
Neither is there any end to your iniquities.

6For you have taken pledges from your brother for nothing,
and stripped the naked of their clothing.

7You haven’t given water to the weary to drink,
and you have withheld bread from the hungry.

8But as for themighty man, he had the earth.
The honorable man, he lived in it.

9You have sent widows away empty,
and the arms of the fatherless have been broken.

10Therefore snares are around you.
Sudden fear troubles you,

11or darkness, so that you can not see,
and floods of waters cover you.

12 “Isn’t God in the heights of heaven?
See the height of the stars, how high they are!

13You say, ‘What does God know?
Can he judge through the thick darkness?

14Thick clouds are a covering to him, so that he doesn’t see.
He walks on the vault of the sky.’

15Will you keep the old way,
which wickedmen have trodden,

16whowere snatched away before their time,
whose foundation was poured out as a stream,

17who said to God, ‘Depart from us!’
and, ‘What can the Almighty do for us?’

18Yet he filled their houses with good things,
but the counsel of the wicked is far fromme.

19The righteous see it, and are glad.
The innocent ridicule them,

20 saying, ‘Surely those who rose up against us are cut off.
The fire has consumed their remnant.’

21 “Acquaint yourself with him now, and be at peace.
By it, good will come to you.

22Please receive instruction from his mouth,
and lay up his words in your heart.

23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up,
if you put away unrighteousness far from your tents.
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24Lay your treasure in the dust,
the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks.

25The Almighty will be your treasure,
and precious silver to you.

26For then you will delight yourself in the Almighty,
and will lift up your face to God.

27Youwill make your prayer to him, and he will hear you.
You will pay your vows.

28Youwill also decree a thing, and it will be established to you.
Light will shine on your ways.

29When they cast down, you will say, ‘be lifted up.’
Hewill save the humble person.

30Hewill even deliver himwho is not innocent.
Yes, he will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands.”

23
1Then Job answered,

2 “Even todaymy complaint is rebellious.
His hand is heavy in spite of my groaning.

3Oh that I knewwhere I might find him!
That I might come even to his seat!

4 I would set my cause in order before him,
and fill mymouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which he would answerme,
and understand what he would tell me.

6Would he contend withme in the greatness of his power?
No, but he would listen to me.

7There the upright might reason with him,
so I should be delivered forever frommy judge.

8 “If I go east, he is not there.
If I go west, I can’t find him.

9Heworks to the north, but I can’t see him.
He turns south, but I can’t catch a glimpse of him.

10But he knows the way that I take.
When he has triedme, I will come out like gold.

11My foot has held fast to his steps.
I have kept his way, and not turned away.

12 I haven’t gone back from the commandment of his lips.
I have treasured up the words of his mouth more than my necessary
food.

13But he stands alone, and who can oppose him?
What his soul desires, even that he does.

14For he performs that which is appointed for me.
Many such things are with him.

15Therefore I am terrified at his presence.
When I consider, I am afraid of him.

16For God has mademy heart faint.
The Almighty has terrifiedme.

17Because I was not cut off before the darkness,
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neither did he cover the thick darkness frommy face.

24
1 “Why aren’t times laid up by the Almighty?

Why don’t those who know him see his days?
2There are people who remove the landmarks.

They violently take away flocks, and feed them.
3They drive away the donkey of the fatherless,

and they take the widow’s ox for a pledge.
4They turn the needy out of the way.

The poor of the earth all hide themselves.
5Behold, as wild donkeys in the desert,

they go out to their work, seeking diligently for food.
The wilderness yields them bread for their children.

6They cut their food in the field.
They glean the vineyard of the wicked.

7They lie all night naked without clothing,
and have no covering in the cold.

8They are wet with the showers of themountains,
and embrace the rock for lack of a shelter.

9There are those who pluck the fatherless from the breast,
and take a pledge of the poor,

10 so that they go around naked without clothing.
Being hungry, they carry the sheaves.

11Theymake oil within the walls of these men.
They tread wine presses, and suffer thirst.

12From out of the populous city, men groan.
The soul of the wounded cries out,
yet God doesn’t regard the folly.

13 “These are of those who rebel against the light.
They don’t know its ways,
nor stay in its paths.

14Themurderer rises with the light.
He kills the poor and needy.
In the night he is like a thief.

15The eye also of the adulterer waits for the twilight,
saying, ‘No eye will see me.’
He disguises his face.

16 In the dark they dig through houses.
They shut themselves up in the daytime.
They don’t know the light.

17For themorning is to all of them like thick darkness,
for they know the terrors of the thick darkness.

18 “They are foam on the surface of the waters.
Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They don’t turn into the way of the vineyards.

19Drought and heat consume the snowwaters,
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so does Sheol* those who have sinned.
20The wombwill forget him.

The wormwill feed sweetly on him.
He will be nomore remembered.
Unrighteousness will be broken as a tree.

21He devours the barren who don’t bear.
He shows no kindness to the widow.

22Yet God preserves themighty by his power.
He rises up who has no assurance of life.

23God gives them security, and they rest in it.
His eyes are on their ways.

24They are exalted; yet a little while, and they are gone.
Yes, they are brought low, they are taken out of the way as all others,
and are cut off as the tops of the ears of grain.

25 If it isn’t so now, whowill proveme a liar,
andmakemy speech worth nothing?”

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “Dominion and fear are with him.
Hemakes peace in his high places.

3Can his armies be counted?
Onwhom does his light not arise?

4How then canman be just with God?
Or how can he who is born of a woman be clean?

5Behold, even themoon has no brightness,
and the stars are not pure in his sight;

6Howmuch less man, who is a worm,
and the son of man, who is a worm!”

26
1Then Job answered,

2 “How have you helped himwho is without power!
How have you saved the arm that has no strength!

3How have you counseled himwho has no wisdom,
and plentifully declared sound knowledge!

4To whom have you uttered words?
Whose spirit came out of you?

5 “The departed spirits tremble,
those beneath the waters and all that live in them.

6 Sheol* is naked before God,
and Abaddon† has no covering.

7He stretches out the north over empty space,
and hangs the earth on nothing.

8He binds up the waters in his thick clouds,
and the cloud is not burst under them.

9He encloses the face of his throne,
and spreads his cloud on it.

* 24:19 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 26:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 26:6 Abaddon
means Destroyer.
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10He has described a boundary on the surface of the waters,
and to the confines of light and darkness.

11The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at his rebuke.

12He stirs up the sea with his power,
and by his understanding he strikes through Rahab.

13By his Spirit the heavens are garnished.
His hand has pierced the swift serpent.

14Behold, these are but the outskirts of his ways.
How small a whisper do we hear of him!
But the thunder of his power who can understand?”

27
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “As God lives, who has taken awaymy right,
the Almighty, who has mademy soul bitter

3 (for the length of my life is still in me,
and the spirit of God is in my nostrils);

4 surely my lips will not speak unrighteousness,
neither will my tongue utter deceit.

5Far be it fromme that I should justify you.
Until I die I will not put awaymy integrity fromme.

6 I hold fast to my righteousness, and will not let it go.
My heart will not reproachme so long as I live.

7 “Let my enemy be as the wicked.
Let himwho rises up against me be as the unrighteous.

8For what is the hope of the godless, when he is cut off,
when God takes away his life?

9Will God hear his cry when trouble comes on him?
10Will he delight himself in the Almighty,

and call on God at all times?
11 I will teach you about the hand of God.

I will not conceal that which is with the Almighty.
12Behold, all of you have seen it yourselves;

why then have you become altogether vain?

13 “This is the portion of a wickedmanwith God,
the heritage of oppressors, which they receive from the Almighty.

14 If his children aremultiplied, it is for the sword.
His offspring will not be satisfied with bread.

15Those who remain of himwill be buried in death.
His widows will make no lamentation.

16Though he heap up silver as the dust,
and prepare clothing as the clay;

17hemay prepare it, but the just will put it on,
and the innocent will divide the silver.

18He builds his house as themoth,
as a booth which the watchmanmakes.

19He lies down rich, but he will not do so again.
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He opens his eyes, and he is not.
20Terrors overtake him like waters.

A storm steals him away in the night.
21The east wind carries him away, and he departs.

It sweeps him out of his place.
22For it hurls at him, and does not spare,

as he flees away from his hand.
23Menwill clap their hands at him,

and will hiss him out of his place.

28
1 “Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for gold which they refine.
2 Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted out of the ore.
3Man sets an end to darkness,

and searches out, to the furthest bound,
the stones of obscurity and of thick darkness.

4He breaks open a shaft away fromwhere people live.
They are forgotten by the foot.
They hang far frommen, they swing back and forth.

5As for the earth, out of it comes bread.
Underneath it is turned up as it were by fire.

6 Sapphires come from its rocks.
It has dust of gold.

7That path no bird of prey knows,
neither has the falcon’s eye seen it.

8The proud animals have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion passed by there.

9He puts his hand on the flinty rock,
and he overturns themountains by the roots.

10He cuts out channels among the rocks.
His eye sees every precious thing.

11He binds the streams that they don’t trickle.
The thing that is hidden he brings out to light.

12 “But where will wisdom be found?
Where is the place of understanding?

13Man doesn’t know its price,
and it isn’t found in the land of the living.

14The deep says, ‘It isn’t in me.’
The sea says, ‘It isn’t with me.’

15 It can’t be gotten for gold,
neither will silver be weighed for its price.

16 It can’t be valued with the gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.*

17Gold and glass can’t equal it,
* 28:16 or, lapis lazuli
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neither will it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.
18Nomention will be made of coral or of crystal.

Yes, the price of wisdom is above rubies.
19The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it.

It won’t be valued with pure gold.
20Where then does wisdom come from?

Where is the place of understanding?
21 Seeing it is hidden from the eyes of all living,

and kept close from the birds of the sky.
22Destruction and Death say,

‘We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.’
23 “God understands its way,

and he knows its place.
24For he looks to the ends of the earth,

and sees under the whole sky.
25He establishes the force of the wind.

Yes, he measures out the waters bymeasure.
26When hemade a decree for the rain,

and a way for the lightning of the thunder,
27 then he saw it, and declared it.

He established it, yes, and searched it out.
28Toman he said,

‘Behold, the fear of the Lord,† that is wisdom.
To depart from evil is understanding.’ ”

29
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “Oh that I were as in themonths of old,
as in the days when Godwatched over me;

3when his lamp shone onmy head,
and by his light I walked through darkness,

4as I was inmy prime,
when the friendship of God was inmy tent,

5when the Almighty was yet withme,
andmy children were aroundme,

6whenmy steps were washed with butter,
and the rock poured out streams of oil for me,

7when I went out to the city gate,
when I preparedmy seat in the street.

8The youngmen sawme and hid themselves.
The aged rose up and stood.

9The princes refrained from talking,
and laid their hand on their mouth.

10The voice of the nobles was hushed,
and their tongue stuck to the roof of their mouth.

11For when the ear heardme, then it blessedme,
and when the eye sawme, it commendedme,

12because I delivered the poor who cried,
† 28:28 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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and the fatherless also, who had no one to help him,
13 the blessing of himwhowas ready to perish came onme,

and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.
14 I put on righteousness, and it clothedme.

My justice was as a robe and a diadem.
15 I was eyes to the blind,

and feet to the lame.
16 I was a father to the needy.

I researched the cause of himwhom I didn’t know.
17 I broke the jaws of the unrighteous

and plucked the prey out of his teeth.
18Then I said, ‘I will die in my own house,

I will count my days as the sand.
19My root is spread out to the waters.

The dew lies all night onmy branch.
20My glory is fresh inme.

My bow is renewed inmy hand.’
21 “Men listened to me, waited,

and kept silence for my counsel.
22After mywords they didn’t speak again.

My speech fell on them.
23They waited for me as for the rain.

Their mouths drank as with the spring rain.
24 I smiled on themwhen they had no confidence.

They didn’t reject the light of my face.
25 I chose out their way, and sat as chief.

I lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts themourners.

30
1 “But now those who are younger than I haveme in derision,

whose fathers I considered unworthy to put withmy sheep dogs.
2Of what use is the strength of their hands to me,

men in whom ripe age has perished?
3They are gaunt from lack and famine.

They gnaw the dry ground, in the gloom of waste and desolation.
4They pluck salt herbs by the bushes.

The roots of the broom tree are their food.
5They are driven out from amongmen.

They cry after them as after a thief,
6 so that they live in frightful valleys,

and in holes of the earth and of the rocks.
7They bray among the bushes.

They are gathered together under the nettles.
8They are children of fools, yes, children of wickedmen.

They were flogged out of the land.

9 “Now I have become their song.
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Yes, I am a byword to them.
10They abhorme, they stand aloof fromme,

and don’t hesitate to spit in my face.
11For he has untied his cord, and afflictedme;

and they have thrown off restraint before me.
12Onmy right hand rise the rabble.

They thrust aside my feet.
They cast their ways of destruction up against me.

13Theymarmy path.
They promote my destruction
without anyone’s help.

14As through a wide breach they come.
They roll themselves in amid the ruin.

15Terrors have turned onme.
They chase my honor as the wind.
Mywelfare has passed away as a cloud.

16 “Nowmy soul is poured out withinme.
Days of affliction have taken hold of me.

17 In the night seasonmy bones are pierced inme,
and the pains that gnawme take no rest.

18My garment is disfigured by great force.
It binds me about as the collar of my tunic.

19He has cast me into themire.
I have become like dust and ashes.

20 I cry to you, and you do not answerme.
I stand up, and you gaze at me.

21You have turned to be cruel to me.
With themight of your hand you persecute me.

22You lift me up to the wind, and drive mewith it.
You dissolve me in the storm.

23For I know that you will bringme to death,
to the house appointed for all living.

24 “However doesn’t one stretch out a hand in his fall?
Or in his calamity therefore cry for help?

25Didn’t I weep for himwhowas in trouble?
Wasn’t my soul grieved for the needy?

26When I looked for good, then evil came.
When I waited for light, darkness came.

27My heart is troubled, and doesn’t rest.
Days of affliction have come onme.

28 I go mourning without the sun.
I stand up in the assembly, and cry for help.

29 I am a brother to jackals,
and a companion to ostriches.

30My skin grows black and peels fromme.
My bones are burned with heat.

31Therefore my harp has turned to mourning,
andmy pipe into the voice of those whoweep.
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31
1 “I made a covenant withmy eyes;

how then should I look lustfully at a young woman?
2For what is the portion from God above,

and the heritage from the Almighty on high?
3 Is it not calamity to the unrighteous,

and disaster to the workers of iniquity?
4Doesn’t he see myways,

and count all my steps?

5 “If I have walked with falsehood,
andmy foot has hurried to deceit

6 (let me be weighed in an even balance,
that Godmay knowmy integrity);

7 if my step has turned out of the way,
if my heart walked after my eyes,
if any defilement has stuck to my hands,

8 then let me sow, and let another eat.
Yes, let the produce of my field be rooted out.

9 “If my heart has been enticed to a woman,
and I have laid wait at my neighbor’s door,

10 then let mywife grind for another,
and let others sleep with her.

11For that would be a heinous crime.
Yes, it would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges,

12 for it is a fire that consumes to destruction,
and would root out all my increase.

13 “If I have despised the cause of mymale servant
or of my female servant,
when they contended withme,

14what then will I do when God rises up?
When he visits, what will I answer him?

15Didn’t he whomademe in the wombmake him?
Didn’t one fashion us in the womb?

16 “If I have withheld the poor from their desire,
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail,

17or have eatenmymorsel alone,
and the fatherless has not eaten of it

18 (no, frommy youth he grew upwithme as with a father,
I have guided her frommymother’s womb);

19 if I have seen any perish for want of clothing,
or that the needy had no covering;

20 if his heart hasn’t blessedme,
if he hasn’t been warmedwithmy sheep’s fleece;

21 if I have lifted upmy hand against the fatherless,
because I sawmy help in the gate;

22 then let my shoulder fall from the shoulder blade,
andmy arm be broken from the bone.

23For calamity from God is a terror to me.
Because of his majesty, I can do nothing.
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24 “If I havemade goldmy hope,
and have said to the fine gold, ‘You aremy confidence;’

25 If I have rejoiced becausemywealth was great,
and becausemy hand had gottenmuch;

26 if I have seen the sun when it shined,
or themoonmoving in splendor,

27andmy heart has been secretly enticed,
andmy hand threw a kiss frommymouth;

28 this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges,
for I would have denied the Godwho is above.

29 “If I have rejoiced at the destruction of himwho hatedme,
or lifted upmyself when evil found him

30 (I have certainly not allowedmymouth to sin
by asking his life with a curse);

31 if the men of my tent have not said,
‘Who can find one who has not been filled with his meat?’

32 (the foreigner has not camped in the street,
but I have openedmy doors to the traveler);

33 if like Adam I have coveredmy transgressions,
by hidingmy iniquity in my heart,

34because I feared the great multitude,
and the contempt of families terrifiedme,
so that I kept silence, and didn’t go out of the door—

35oh that I had one to hear me!
Behold, here is my signature! Let the Almighty answerme!
Let the accuser write my indictment!

36 Surely I would carry it onmy shoulder,
and I would bind it to me as a crown.

37 I would declare to him the number of my steps.
I would go near to him like a prince.

38 If my land cries out against me,
and its furrows weep together;

39 if I have eaten its fruits without money,
or have caused its owners to lose their life,

40 let briers grow instead of wheat,
and stinkweed instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.

32
1So these threemen ceased to answer Job, because hewas righteous in his

own eyes.
2 Then the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel, the Buzite, of the family of

Ram, was kindled against Job. His wrath was kindled because he justified
himself rather than God.

3 Also his wrath was kindled against his three friends, because they had
found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

4Now Elihu had waited to speak to Job, because they were older than he.
5When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three

men, his wrath was kindled.



Job 32:6 698 Job 33:4

6Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered,
“I am young, and you are very old.

Therefore I held back, and didn’t dare show youmy opinion.
7 I said, ‘Days should speak,

andmultitude of years should teach wisdom.’
8But there is a spirit in man,

and the Spirit* of the Almighty gives them understanding.
9 It is not the great who are wise,

nor the aged who understand justice.
10Therefore I said, ‘Listen to me;

I also will showmy opinion.’
11 “Behold, I waited for your words,

and I listened for your reasoning,
while you searched out what to say.

12Yes, I gave youmy full attention,
but there was no one who convinced Job,
or who answered his words, among you.

13Beware lest you say, ‘We have foundwisdom.
Godmay refute him, not man;’

14 for he has not directed his words against me;
neither will I answer himwith your speeches.

15 “They are amazed. They answer nomore.
They don’t have a word to say.

16 Shall I wait, because they don’t speak,
because they stand still, and answer nomore?

17 I also will answermy part,
and I also will showmy opinion.

18For I am full of words.
The spirit withinme constrains me.

19Behold, my breast is as wine which has no vent;
like newwineskins it is ready to burst.

20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed.
I will openmy lips and answer.

21Please don’t let me respect anyman’s person,
neither will I give flattering titles to anyman.

22For I don’t know how to give flattering titles,
or else myMaker would soon takeme away.

33
1 “However, Job, please hear my speech,

and listen to all mywords.
2 See now, I have openedmymouth.

My tongue has spoken inmymouth.
3Mywords will utter the uprightness of my heart.

That whichmy lips know they will speak sincerely.
4The Spirit of God has mademe,
* 32:8 or, breath
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and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
5 If you can, answerme.

Set your words in order before me, and stand up.
6Behold, I am toward God even as you are.

I am also formed out of the clay.
7Behold, my terror will not make you afraid,

neither will my pressure be heavy on you.

8 “Surely you have spoken inmy hearing,
I have heard the voice of your words, saying,

9 ‘I am clean, without disobedience.
I am innocent, neither is there iniquity inme.

10Behold, he finds occasions against me.
He counts me for his enemy.

11He puts my feet in the stocks.
Hemarks all my paths.’

12 “Behold, I will answer you. In this you are not just,
for God is greater thanman.

13Why do you strive against him,
because he doesn’t give account of any of his matters?

14For God speaks once,
yes twice, thoughman pays no attention.

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,
in slumbering on the bed,

16 then he opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction,

17 that hemaywithdrawman from his purpose,
and hide pride fromman.

18He keeps back his soul from the pit,
and his life from perishing by the sword.

19 “He is chastened also with pain on his bed,
with continual strife in his bones,

20 so that his life abhors bread,
and his soul dainty food.

21His flesh is so consumed away that it can’t be seen.
His bones that were not seen stick out.

22Yes, his soul draws near to the pit,
and his life to the destroyers.

23 “If there is beside him an angel,
an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show tomanwhat is right for him,

24 then God is gracious to him, and says,
‘Deliver him from going down to the pit,
I have found a ransom.’

25His flesh will be fresher than a child’s.
He returns to the days of his youth.

26He prays to God, and he is favorable to him,
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so that he sees his face with joy.
He restores to man his righteousness.

27He sings before men, and says,
‘I have sinned, and perverted that which was right,
and it didn’t profit me.

28He has redeemedmy soul from going into the pit.
My life will see the light.’

29 “Behold, God does all these things,
twice, yes three times, with aman,

30 to bring back his soul from the pit,
that hemay be enlightened with the light of the living.

31Mark well, Job, and listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will speak.

32 If you have anything to say, answerme.
Speak, for I desire to justify you.

33 If not, listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will teach you wisdom.”

34
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Hearmywords, you wise men.
Give ear to me, you who have knowledge.

3For the ear tries words,
as the palate tastes food.

4Let us choose for us that which is right.
Let us know among ourselves what is good.

5For Job has said, ‘I am righteous,
God has taken awaymy right.

6Notwithstandingmy right I am considered a liar.
Mywound is incurable, though I amwithout disobedience.’

7Whatman is like Job,
who drinks scorn like water,

8who goes in company with the workers of iniquity,
and walks with wickedmen?

9For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing
that he should delight himself with God.’

10 “Therefore listen to me, youmen of understanding:
far be it from God, that he should do wickedness,
from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity.

11For the work of a man he will render to him,
and cause everyman to find according to his ways.

12Yes surely, God will not do wickedly,
neither will the Almighty pervert justice.

13Who put him in charge of the earth?
Or who has appointed him over the whole world?

14 If he set his heart on himself,
if he gathered to himself his spirit and his breath,

15all flesh would perish together,
andmanwould turn again to dust.
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16 “If now you have understanding, hear this.
Listen to the voice of mywords.

17 Should even one who hates justice govern?
Will you condemn himwho is righteous andmighty,

18who says to a king, ‘Vile!’
or to nobles, ‘Wicked!’?

19He doesn’t respect the persons of princes,
nor respect the richmore than the poor,
for they all are the work of his hands.

20 In amoment they die, even at midnight.
The people are shaken and pass away.
Themighty are taken away without a hand.

21 “For his eyes are on the ways of a man.
He sees all his goings.

22There is no darkness, nor thick gloom,
where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.

23For he doesn’t need to consider aman further,
that he should go before God in judgment.

24He breaks mighty men in pieces in ways past finding out,
and sets others in their place.

25Therefore he takes knowledge of their works.
He overturns them in the night, so that they are destroyed.

26He strikes them as wickedmen
in the open sight of others;

27because they turned away from following him,
and wouldn’t pay attention to any of his ways,

28 so that they caused the cry of the poor to come to him.
He heard the cry of the afflicted.

29When he gives quietness, who then can condemn?
When he hides his face, who then can see him?
He is over a nation or aman alike,

30 that the godless manmay not reign,
that there be no one to ensnare the people.

31 “For has any said to God,
‘I am guilty, but I will not offend anymore.

32Teachme that which I don’t see.
If I have done iniquity, I will do it nomore’?

33 Shall his recompense be as you desire, that you refuse it?
For youmust choose, and not I.
Therefore speak what you know.

34Men of understanding will tell me,
yes, every wise manwho hears me:

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge.
His words are without wisdom.’

36 I wish that Job were tried to the end,
because of his answering like wickedmen.

37For he adds rebellion to his sin.
He claps his hands among us,
andmultiplies his words against God.”
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35
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Do you think this to be your right,
or do you say, ‘My righteousness is more than God’s,’

3 that you ask, ‘What advantage will it be to you?
What profit will I have, more than if I had sinned?’

4 I will answer you,
and your companions with you.

5Look to the skies, and see.
See the skies, which are higher than you.

6 If you have sinned, what effect do you have against him?
If your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to him?

7 If you are righteous, what do you give him?
Or what does he receive from your hand?

8Your wickedness may hurt a man as you are,
and your righteousness may profit a son of man.

9 “By reason of themultitude of oppressions they cry out.
They cry for help by reason of the arm of themighty.

10But no one says, ‘Where is GodmyMaker,
who gives songs in the night,

11who teaches us more than the animals of the earth,
andmakes us wiser than the birds of the sky?’

12There they cry, but no one answers,
because of the pride of evil men.

13 Surely God will not hear an empty cry,
neither will the Almighty regard it.

14Howmuch less when you say you don’t see him.
The cause is before him, and youwait for him!

15But now, because he has not visited in his anger,
neither does he greatly regard arrogance,

16 therefore Job opens his mouth with empty talk,
and hemultiplies words without knowledge.”

36
1Elihu also continued, and said,

2 “Bear withme a little, and I will show you;
for I still have something to say on God’s behalf.

3 I will get my knowledge from afar,
and will ascribe righteousness to myMaker.

4For truly mywords are not false.
One who is perfect in knowledge is with you.

5 “Behold, God is mighty, and doesn’t despise anyone.
He is mighty in strength of understanding.

6He doesn’t preserve the life of the wicked,
but gives justice to the afflicted.

7He doesn’t withdraw his eyes from the righteous,
but with kings on the throne,
he sets them forever, and they are exalted.
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8 If they are bound in fetters,
and are taken in the cords of afflictions,

9 then he shows them their work,
and their transgressions, that they have behaved themselves proudly.

10He also opens their ears to instruction,
and commands that they return from iniquity.

11 If they listen and serve him,
they will spend their days in prosperity,
and their years in pleasures.

12But if they don’t listen, they will perish by the sword;
they will die without knowledge.

13 “But those who are godless in heart lay up anger.
They don’t cry for help when he binds them.

14They die in youth.
Their life perishes among the unclean.

15He delivers the afflicted by their affliction,
and opens their ear in oppression.

16Yes, he would have allured you out of distress,
into a wide place, where there is no restriction.
That which is set on your table would be full of fatness.

17 “But you are full of the judgment of the wicked.
Judgment and justice take hold of you.

18Don’t let riches entice you to wrath,
neither let the great size of a bribe turn you aside.

19Would your wealth sustain you in distress,
or all the might of your strength?

20Don’t desire the night,
when people are cut off in their place.

21Take heed, don’t regard iniquity;
for you have chosen this rather than affliction.

22Behold, God is exalted in his power.
Who is a teacher like him?

23Who has prescribed his way for him?
Or who can say, ‘You have committed unrighteousness’?

24 “Remember that youmagnify his work,
about whichmen have sung.

25All men have looked on it.
Man sees it afar off.

26Behold, God is great, and we don’t know him.
The number of his years is unsearchable.

27For he draws up the drops of water,
which distill in rain from his vapor,

28which the skies pour down
andwhich drop onman abundantly.

29 Indeed, can anyone understand the spreading of the clouds
and the thunderings of his pavilion?

30Behold, he spreads his light around him.
He covers the bottom of the sea.
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31For by these he judges the people.
He gives food in abundance.

32He covers his hands with the lightning,
and commands it to strike themark.

33 Its noise tells about him,
and the livestock also, concerning the storm that comes up.

37
1 “Yes, at this my heart trembles,

and is moved out of its place.
2Hear, oh, hear the noise of his voice,

the sound that goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out under the whole sky,

and his lightning to the ends of the earth.
4After it a voice roars.

He thunders with the voice of his majesty.
He doesn’t hold back anything when his voice is heard.

5God thunders marvelously with his voice.
He does great things, which we can’t comprehend.

6For he says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the shower of rain,
and to the showers of his mighty rain.

7He seals up the hand of everyman,
that all menwhom he has mademay know it.

8Then the animals take cover,
and remain in their dens.

9Out of its room comes the storm,
and cold out of the north.

10By the breath of God, ice is given,
and the width of the waters is frozen.

11Yes, he loads the thick cloud withmoisture.
He spreads abroad the cloud of his lightning.

12 It is turned around by his guidance,
that theymay do whatever he commands them
on the surface of the habitable world,

13whether it is for correction, or for his land,
or for loving kindness, that he causes it to come.

14 “Listen to this, Job.
Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

15Do you know how God controls them,
and causes the lightning of his cloud to shine?

16Do you know the workings of the clouds,
the wondrous works of himwho is perfect in knowledge?

17Youwhose clothing is warm
when the earth is still by reason of the south wind?

18Can you, with him, spread out the sky,
which is strong as a cast metal mirror?

19Teach us what we will tell him,
for we can’t make our case by reason of darkness.
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20Will it be told him that I would speak?
Or should amanwish that he were swallowed up?

21Nowmen don’t see the light which is bright in the skies,
but the wind passes, and clears them.

22Out of the north comes golden splendor.
With God is awesomemajesty.

23We can’t reach the Almighty.
He is exalted in power.
In justice and great righteousness, he will not oppress.

24Therefore men revere him.
He doesn’t regard any who are wise of heart.”

38
1Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind,

2 “Who is this who darkens counsel
by words without knowledge?

3Brace yourself like aman,
for I will question you, then you answerme!

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?
Declare, if you have understanding.

5Who determined its measures, if you know?
Or who stretched the line on it?

6What were its foundations fastened on?
Or who laid its cornerstone,

7when themorning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

8 “Orwho shut up the sea with doors,
when it broke out of the womb,

9when I made clouds its garment,
and wrapped it in thick darkness,

10marked out for it my bound,
set bars and doors,

11and said, ‘Youmay come here, but no further.
Your proud waves shall be stopped here’?

12 “Have you commanded themorning in your days,
and caused the dawn to know its place,

13 that it might take hold of the ends of the earth,
and shake the wicked out of it?

14 It is changed as clay under the seal,
and presented as a garment.

15From the wicked, their light is withheld.
The high arm is broken.

16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea?
Or have you walked in the recesses of the deep?

17Have the gates of death been revealed to you?
Or have you seen the gates of the shadow of death?
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18Have you comprehended the earth in its width?
Declare, if you know it all.

19 “What is the way to the dwelling of light?
As for darkness, where is its place,

20 that you should take it to its bound,
that you should discern the paths to its house?

21 Surely you know, for you were born then,
and the number of your days is great!

22Have you entered the storehouses of the snow,
or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,

23which I have reserved against the time of trouble,
against the day of battle and war?

24Bywhat way is the lightning distributed,
or the east wind scattered on the earth?

25Who has cut a channel for the flood water,
or the path for the thunderstorm,

26 to cause it to rain on a land where there is noman,
on the wilderness, in which there is noman,

27 to satisfy the waste and desolate ground,
to cause the tender grass to grow?

28Does the rain have a father?
Or who fathers the drops of dew?

29Whose womb did the ice come out of?
Who has given birth to the gray frost of the sky?

30The waters become hard like stone,
when the surface of the deep is frozen.

31 “Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades,
or loosen the cords of Orion?

32Can you lead the constellations out in their season?
Or can you guide the Bear with her cubs?

33Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Can you establish its dominion over the earth?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that abundance of waters may cover you?

35Can you send out lightnings, that theymay go?
Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?

36Who has put wisdom in the inward parts?
Or who has given understanding to themind?

37Who can count the clouds by wisdom?
Or who can pour out the containers of the sky,

38when the dust runs into amass,
and the clods of earth stick together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lioness,
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,

40when they crouch in their dens,
and lie in wait in the thicket?
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41Who provides for the raven his prey,
when his young ones cry to God,
and wander for lack of food?

39
1 “Do you know the time when themountain goats give birth?

Do youwatch when the doe bears fawns?
2Can you count themonths that they fulfill?

Or do you know the time when they give birth?
3They bow themselves. They bear their young.

They end their labor pains.
4Their young ones become strong.

They grow up in the open field.
They go out, and don’t return again.

5 “Who has set the wild donkey free?
Or who has loosened the bonds of the swift donkey,

6whose home I havemade the wilderness,
and the salt land his dwelling place?

7He scorns the tumult of the city,
neither does he hear the shouting of the driver.

8The range of themountains is his pasture.
He searches after every green thing.

9 “Will the wild ox be content to serve you?
Or will he stay by your feeding trough?

10Can you hold the wild ox in the furrowwith his harness?
Or will he till the valleys after you?

11Will you trust him, because his strength is great?
Or will you leave to him your labor?

12Will you confide in him, that he will bring home your seed,
and gather the grain of your threshing floor?

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,
but are they the feathers and plumage of love?

14For she leaves her eggs on the earth,
warms them in the dust,

15and forgets that the foot may crush them,
or that the wild animal may trample them.

16 She deals harshly with her young ones, as if they were not hers.
Though her labor is in vain, she is without fear,

17because God has deprived her of wisdom,
neither has he imparted to her understanding.

18When she lifts up herself on high,
she scorns the horse and his rider.

19 “Have you given the horse might?
Have you clothed his neck with a quiveringmane?

20Have youmade him to leap as a locust?
The glory of his snorting is awesome.
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21He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his strength.
He goes out to meet the armedmen.

22Hemocks at fear, and is not dismayed,
neither does he turn back from the sword.

23The quiver rattles against him,
the flashing spear and the javelin.

24He eats up the groundwith fierceness and rage,
neither does he stand still at the sound of the trumpet.

25As often as the trumpet sounds he snorts, ‘Aha!’
He smells the battle afar off,
the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

26 “Is it by your wisdom that the hawk soars,
and stretches her wings toward the south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up,
andmakes his nest on high?

28On the cliff he dwells andmakes his home,
on the point of the cliff and the stronghold.

29From there he spies out the prey.
His eyes see it afar off.

30His young ones also suck up blood.
Where the slain are, there he is.”

40
1Moreover the LORD answered Job,

2 “Shall he who argues contend with the Almighty?
He who argues with God, let him answer it.”

3Then Job answered the LORD,
4 “Behold, I am of small account. What will I answer you?

I laymy hand onmymouth.
5 I have spoken once, and I will not answer;

Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.”
6Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

7 “Now brace yourself like aman.
I will question you, and youwill answerme.

8Will you even annul my judgment?
Will you condemnme, that youmay be justified?

9Or do you have an arm like God?
Can you thunder with a voice like him?

10 “Now deck yourself with excellency and dignity.
Array yourself with honor andmajesty.

11Pour out the fury of your anger.
Look at everyone who is proud, and bring him low.

12Look at everyone who is proud, and humble him.
Crush the wicked in their place.

13Hide them in the dust together.
Bind their faces in the hidden place.
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14Then I will also admit to you
that your own right hand can save you.

15 “See now behemoth, which I made as well as you.
He eats grass as an ox.

16Look now, his strength is in his thighs.
His force is in themuscles of his belly.

17Hemoves his tail like a cedar.
The sinews of his thighs are knit together.

18His bones are like tubes of bronze.
His limbs are like bars of iron.

19He is the chief of the ways of God.
He whomade him gives him his sword.

20 Surely themountains produce food for him,
where all the animals of the field play.

21He lies under the lotus trees,
in the covert of the reed, and themarsh.

22The lotuses cover himwith their shade.
The willows of the brook surround him.

23Behold, if a river overflows, he doesn’t tremble.
He is confident, though the Jordan swells even to his mouth.

24 Shall any take himwhen he is on the watch,
or pierce through his nose with a snare?

41
1 “Can you draw out Leviathan* with a fish hook,

or press down his tongue with a cord?
2Can you put a rope into his nose,

or pierce his jaw through with a hook?
3Will hemakemany petitions to you,

or will he speak soft words to you?
4Will hemake a covenant with you,

that you should take him for a servant forever?
5Will you play with him as with a bird?

Or will you bind him for your girls?
6Will traders barter for him?

Will they part him among themerchants?
7Can you fill his skin with barbed irons,

or his head with fish spears?
8Lay your hand on him.

Remember the battle, and do so nomore.
9Behold, the hope of him is in vain.

Won’t one be cast down even at the sight of him?

10None is so fierce that he dare stir him up.
Who then is he who can stand before me?

11Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?

* 41:1 Leviathan is a name for a crocodile or similar creature.
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Everything under the heavens is mine.

12 “I will not keep silence concerning his limbs,
nor his mighty strength, nor his goodly frame.

13Who can strip off his outer garment?
Whowill comewithin his jaws?

14Who can open the doors of his face?
Around his teeth is terror.

15 Strong scales are his pride,
shut up together with a close seal.

16One is so near to another,
that no air can come between them.

17They are joined to one another.
They stick together, so that they can’t be pulled apart.

18His sneezing flashes out light.
His eyes are like the eyelids of themorning.

19Out of his mouth go burning torches.
Sparks of fire leap out.

20Out of his nostrils a smoke goes,
as of a boiling pot over a fire of reeds.

21His breath kindles coals.
A flame goes out of his mouth.

22There is strength in his neck.
Terror dances before him.

23The flakes of his flesh are joined together.
They are firm on him.
They can’t be moved.

24His heart is as firm as a stone,
yes, firm as the lowermillstone.

25When he raises himself up, the mighty are afraid.
They retreat before his thrashing.

26 If one attacks himwith the sword, it can’t prevail;
nor the spear, the dart, nor the pointed shaft.

27He counts iron as straw,
and bronze as rotten wood.

28The arrow can’t make him flee.
Sling stones are like chaff to him.

29Clubs are counted as stubble.
He laughs at the rushing of the javelin.

30His undersides are like sharp potsherds,
leaving a trail in themud like a threshing sledge.

31Hemakes the deep to boil like a pot.
Hemakes the sea like a pot of ointment.

32Hemakes a path shine after him.
One would think the deep had white hair.

33On earth there is not his equal,
that is made without fear.

34He sees everything that is high.
He is king over all the sons of pride.”
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42
1Then Job answered the LORD:

2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be restrained.

3You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?’
therefore I have uttered that which I didn’t understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I didn’t know.

4You said, ‘Listen, now, and I will speak;
I will question you, and youwill answerme.’

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but nowmy eye sees you.

6Therefore I abhormyself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”

7 It was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “Mywrath is kindled against you, and against
your two friends; for you have not spoken ofme the thing that is right, asmy
servant Job has.

8Now therefore, take to yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to
my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; andmy servant
Job shall pray for you, for Iwill accept him, that I not dealwith youaccording
to your folly. For you have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my
servant Job has.”

9SoEliphaz theTemaniteandBildad theShuhiteandZophar theNaamath-
ite went and did what the LORD commanded them, and the LORD accepted
Job.

10The LORD restored Job’s prosperitywhen he prayed for his friends. The
LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.

11 Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been of his
acquaintancebefore, came tohimandate breadwithhim inhis house. They
comforted him, and consoled him concerning all the evil that the LORD had
brought on him. Everyone also gave him a piece of money,* and everyone a
ring of gold.

12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning. He
had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of
oxen, and a thousand female donkeys.

13He had also seven sons and three daughters.
14He called the name of the first, Jemimah; and the name of the second,

Keziah; and the name of the third, Keren Happuch.
15 In all the land were no women found so beautiful as the daughters of

Job. Their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers.
16After this Job lived one hundred forty years, and saw his sons, and his

sons’ sons, to four generations.
17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

* 42:11 literally, kesitah, a unit of money, probably silver
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The Psalms
BOOK 1

1
1Blessed is themanwho doesn’t walk in the counsel of the wicked,

nor stand on the path of sinners,
nor sit in the seat of scoffers;

2but his delight is in the LORD’s* law.
On his law hemeditates day and night.

3Hewill be like a tree planted by the streams of water,
that produces its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also does not wither.
Whatever he does shall prosper.

4The wicked are not so,
but are like the chaffwhich the wind drives away.

5Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall perish.

2
1Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
2The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against his Anointed,* saying,

3 “Let’s break their bonds apart,
and cast their cords from us.”

4Hewho sits in the heavens will laugh.
The Lord†will have them in derision.

5Then he will speak to them in his anger,
and terrify them in his wrath:

6 “Yet I have set my King onmy holy hill of Zion.”
7 I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, “You aremy son.
Today I have become your father.

8Ask of me, and I will give the nations for your inheritance,
the uttermost parts of the earth for your possession.

9You shall break themwith a rod of iron.
You shall dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

10Now therefore be wise, you kings.
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve the LORDwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12Give sincere homage to the Son,‡ lest he be angry, and you perish on the
* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). * 2:2 The word “Anointed” is the same as
theword for “Messiah” or “Christ” † 2:4 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 2:12 or, Kiss
the son
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way,
for his wrath will soon be kindled.
Blessed are all those who take refuge in him.

3
A Psalm by David, when he fled from Absalom his son.
1LORD, howmy adversaries have increased!

Many are those who rise up against me.
2Many there are who say of my soul,

“There is no help for him in God.”*
Selah.

3But you, LORD, are a shield aroundme,
my glory, and the one who lifts upmy head.

4 I cry to the LORDwithmy voice,
and he answers me out of his holy hill.

Selah.
5 I laid myself down and slept.

I awakened, for the LORD sustains me.
6 I will not be afraid of tens of thousands of people

who have set themselves against me on every side.
7Arise, LORD!

Saveme, my God!
For you have struck all of my enemies on the cheek bone.

You have broken the teeth of the wicked.
8 Salvation belongs to the LORD.

May your blessing be on your people.
Selah.

4
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instruments. A Psalm by David.
1Answermewhen I call, God of my righteousness.

Give me relief frommy distress.
Havemercy onme, and hear my prayer.

2You sons of men, how long shall my glory be turned into dishonor?
Will you love vanity and seek after falsehood?

Selah.
3But know that the LORD has set apart for himself himwho is godly;

The LORDwill hear when I call to him.
4 Stand in awe, and don’t sin.

Search your own heart on your bed, and be still.
Selah.

5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness.
Put your trust in the LORD.

6Many say, “Whowill show us any good?”
LORD, let the light of your face shine on us.

7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their grain and their newwine are increased.

8 In peace I will both laymyself down and sleep,
for you alone, LORD, makeme live in safety.

* 3:2 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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5
For the Chief Musician, with the flutes. A Psalm by David.
1Give ear to mywords, LORD.

Consider mymeditation.
2Listen to the voice of my cry, my King andmy God,

for I pray to you.
3LORD, in themorning you will hear my voice.

In the morning I will lay my requests before you, and will watch
expectantly.

4For you are not a God who has pleasure in wickedness.
Evil can’t live with you.

5The arrogant will not stand in your sight.
You hate all workers of iniquity.

6Youwill destroy those who speak lies.
The LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

7 But as for me, in the abundance of your loving kindness I will come into
your house.

I will bow toward your holy temple in reverence of you.
8Leadme, LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies.

Make your way straight before my face.
9For there is no faithfulness in their mouth.

Their heart is destruction.
Their throat is an open tomb.
They flatter with their tongue.

10Hold them guilty, God.
Let them fall by their own counsels.

Thrust them out in themultitude of their transgressions,
for they have rebelled against you.

11But let all those who take refuge in you rejoice.
Let them always shout for joy, because you defend them.

Let them also who love your name be joyful in you.
12For you will bless the righteous.

LORD, you will surround himwith favor as with a shield.

6
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instruments, upon the eight-stringed
lyre. A Psalm by David.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your anger,

neither discipline me in your wrath.
2Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am faint.

LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.
3My soul is also in great anguish.

But you, LORD—how long?
4Return, LORD. Deliver my soul,

and saveme for your loving kindness’ sake.
5For in death there is nomemory of you.

In Sheol,* who shall give you thanks?
6 I amweary withmy groaning.

* 6:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Every night I floodmy bed.
I drenchmy couch withmy tears.

7My eye wastes away because of grief.
It grows old because of all my adversaries.

8Depart fromme, all you workers of iniquity,
for the LORD has heard the voice of myweeping.

9The LORD has heardmy supplication.
The LORD accepts my prayer.

10May all my enemies be ashamed and dismayed.
They shall turn back, they shall be disgraced suddenly.

7
Ameditation by David, which he sang to the LORD, concerning thewords of
Cush, the Benjamite.
1LORD, my God, I take refuge in you.

Saveme from all those who pursueme, and deliver me,
2 lest they tear apart my soul like a lion,

ripping it in pieces, while there is no one to deliver.
3LORD, my God, if I have done this,

if there is iniquity inmy hands,
4 if I have rewarded evil to himwhowas at peace withme

(yes, I have plundered himwhowithout cause wasmy adversary),
5 let the enemy pursuemy soul, and overtake it;

yes, let him treadmy life down to the earth,
and laymy glory in the dust.

Selah.
6Arise, LORD, in your anger.

Lift up yourself against the rage of my adversaries.
Awake for me. You have commanded judgment.

7Let the congregation of the peoples surround you.
Rule over them on high.

8The LORD administers judgment to the peoples.
Judgeme, LORD, according to my righteousness,
and to my integrity that is in me.

9Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end,
but establish the righteous;
their minds and hearts are searched by the righteous God.

10My shield is with God,
who saves the upright in heart.

11God is a righteous judge,
yes, a God who has indignation every day.

12 If a man doesn’t repent, he will sharpen his sword;
he has bent and strung his bow.

13He has also prepared for himself the instruments of death.
Hemakes ready his flaming arrows.

14Behold,* he travails with iniquity.
Yes, he has conceivedmischief,
and brought out falsehood.

15He has dug a hole,
* 7:14 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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and has fallen into the pit which hemade.
16The trouble he causes shall return to his own head.

His violence shall come down on the crown of his own head.
17 I will give thanks to the LORD according to his righteousness,

and will sing praise to the name of the LORDMost High.

8
For the Chief Musician; on an instrument of Gath. A Psalm by David.
1LORD, our Lord, howmajestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens!
2From the lips of babes and infants you have established strength,

because of your adversaries, that you might silence the enemy and the
avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have ordained,

4what is man, that you think of him?
What is the son of man, that you care for him?

5For you havemade him a little lower than the angels,*
and crowned himwith glory and honor.

6Youmake him ruler over the works of your hands.
You have put all things under his feet:

7All sheep and cattle,
yes, and the animals of the field,
8 the birds of the sky, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

9LORD, our Lord,
howmajestic is your name in all the earth!

9
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Death of the Son.” A Psalm by David.
1 I will give thanks to the LORDwithmywhole heart.

I will tell of all yourmarvelous works.
2 I will be glad and rejoice in you.

I will sing praise to your name, OMost High.
3Whenmy enemies turn back,

they stumble and perish in your presence.
4For you havemaintainedmy just cause.

You sit on the throne judging righteously.
5You have rebuked the nations.

You have destroyed the wicked.
You have blotted out their name forever and ever.

6The enemy is overtaken by endless ruin.
Theverymemoryof the citieswhichyouhaveoverthrownhasperished.

7But the LORD reigns forever.
He has prepared his throne for judgment.

8Hewill judge the world in righteousness.
He will administer judgment to the peoples in uprightness.

* 8:5 Hebrew: Elohim. Theword Elohim, used here, usuallymeans “God”, but can alsomean “gods”,
“princes”, or “angels”. The Septuagint reads “angels” here. See also the quote from the Septuagint in
Hebrews 2:7.
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9The LORDwill also be a high tower for the oppressed;
a high tower in times of trouble.

10Those who know your namewill put their trust in you,
for you, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion,
and declare among the people what he has done.

12For he who avenges blood remembers them.
He doesn’t forget the cry of the afflicted.

13Havemercy onme, LORD.
Seemy affliction by those who hate me,

and lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that I may show all of your praise.
I will rejoice in your salvation in the gates of the daughter of Zion.

15The nations have sunk down in the pit that theymade.
In the net which they hid, their own foot is taken.

16The LORD hasmade himself known.
He has executed judgment.
The wicked is snared by the work of his own hands.

Meditation. Selah.
17The wicked shall be turned back to Sheol,*

even all the nations that forget God.
18For the needy shall not always be forgotten,

nor the hope of the poor perish forever.
19Arise, LORD! Don’t let man prevail.

Let the nations be judged in your sight.
20Put them in fear, LORD.

Let the nations know that they are only men.
Selah.

10
1Why do you stand far off, LORD?

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
2 In arrogance, the wicked hunt down the weak.

They are caught in the schemes that they devise.
3For the wicked boasts of his heart’s cravings.

He blesses the greedy and condemns the LORD.
4The wicked, in the pride of his face,

has no room in his thoughts for God.
5His ways are prosperous at all times.

He is arrogant, and your laws are far from his sight.
As for all his adversaries, he sneers at them.

6He says in his heart, “I shall not be shaken.
For generations I shall have no trouble.”

7His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and oppression.
Under his tongue is mischief and iniquity.

8He lies in wait near the villages.
From ambushes, he murders the innocent.

His eyes are secretly set against the helpless.
9He lurks in secret as a lion in his ambush.
* 9:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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He lies in wait to catch the helpless.
He catches the helpless when he draws him in his net.

10The helpless are crushed.
They collapse.
They fall under his strength.

11He says in his heart, “God has forgotten.
He hides his face.
He will never see it.”

12Arise, LORD!
God, lift up your hand!
Don’t forget the helpless.

13Why does the wicked person condemn God,
and say in his heart, “Godwon’t call me into account”?

14But you do see trouble and grief.
You consider it to take it into your hand.
You help the victim and the fatherless.

15Break the arm of the wicked.
As for the evil man, seek out his wickedness until you find none.

16The LORD is King forever and ever!
The nations will perish out of his land.

17LORD, you have heard the desire of the humble.
You will prepare their heart.
You will cause your ear to hear,
18 to judge the fatherless and the oppressed,
that manwho is of the earthmay terrify nomore.

11
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 In the LORD, I take refuge.

How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a bird to yourmountain”?
2For, behold, the wicked bend their bows.

They set their arrows on the strings,
that theymay shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.

3 If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?

4The LORD is in his holy temple.
The LORD is on his throne in heaven.

His eyes observe.
His eyes examine the children of men.

5The LORD examines the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked and himwho loves violence.

6On the wicked he will rain blazing coals;
fire, sulfur, and scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.

7For the LORD is righteous.
He loves righteousness.
The upright shall see his face.

12
For the Chief Musician; upon an eight-stringed lyre. A Psalm of David.
1Help, LORD; for the godly man ceases.
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For the faithful fail from among the children of men.
2Everyone lies to his neighbor.

They speak with flattering lips, and with a double heart.
3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,

and the tongue that boasts,
4who have said, “With our tongue wewill prevail.

Our lips are our own.
Who is lord over us?”

5 “Because of the oppression of the weak and because of the groaning of the
needy,

I will now arise,” says the LORD;
“I will set him in safety from those whomalign him.”
6The LORD’s words are flawless words,

as silver refined in a clay furnace, purified seven times.
7Youwill keep them, LORD.

You will preserve them from this generation forever.
8The wicked walk on every side,

whenwhat is vile is exalted among the sons of men.

13
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1How long, LORD?

Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face fromme?

2How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow inmy heart every day?
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3Behold, and answerme, LORD, my God.
Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;
4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed against him;”
lest my adversaries rejoice when I fall.

5But I trust in your loving kindness.
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the LORD,
because he has been good tome.

14
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”

They are corrupt.
They have done abominable deeds.
There is no one who does good.

2The LORD looked down from heaven on the children of men,
to see if there were any who understood,
who sought after God.

3They have all gone aside.
They have together become corrupt.
There is no one who does good, no, not one.

4Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge,
who eat upmy people as they eat bread,
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and don’t call on the LORD?
5There they were in great fear,

for God is in the generation of the righteous.
6You frustrate the plan of the poor,

because the LORD is his refuge.
7Oh that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion!

When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
then Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

15
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, who shall dwell in your sanctuary?

Who shall live on your holy hill?
2Hewhowalks blamelessly and does what is right,

and speaks truth in his heart;
3he who doesn’t slander with his tongue,

nor does evil to his friend,
nor casts slurs against his fellowman;

4 in whose eyes a vile man is despised,
but who honors those who fear the LORD;
he who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and doesn’t change;

5he who doesn’t lend out his money for usury,
nor take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things shall never be shaken.

16
A Poem by David.
1Preserveme, God, for I take refuge in you.
2My soul, you have said to the LORD, “You aremy Lord.

Apart from you I have no good thing.”
3As for the saints who are in the earth,

they are the excellent ones in whom is all my delight.
4Their sorrows shall be multiplied who give gifts to another god.

Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer,
nor take their names onmy lips.

5The LORD assignedmy portion andmy cup.
Youmademy lot secure.

6The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places.
Yes, I have a good inheritance.

7 I will bless the LORD, who has givenme counsel.
Yes, my heart instructs me in the night seasons.

8 I have set the LORD always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I shall not bemoved.

9Therefore my heart is glad, andmy tongue rejoices.
My body shall also dwell in safety.

10For you will not leavemy soul in Sheol,*
neither will you allow your holy one to see corruption.

* 16:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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11Youwill showme the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of joy.

In your right hand there are pleasures forever more.

17
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, my righteous plea.

Give ear to my prayer that doesn’t go out of deceitful lips.
2Let my sentence come out of your presence.

Let your eyes look on equity.
3You have provedmy heart.

You have visitedme in the night.
You have triedme, and found nothing.
I have resolved that mymouth shall not disobey.

4As for the deeds of men, by the word of your lips,
I have kept myself from the ways of the violent.

5My steps have held fast to your paths.
My feet have not slipped.

6 I have called on you, for you will answerme, God.
Turn your ear to me.
Hear my speech.

7 Show yourmarvelous loving kindness,
you who save those who take refuge by your right hand from their
enemies.

8Keepme as the apple of your eye.
Hideme under the shadow of your wings,

9 from the wicked who oppress me,
my deadly enemies, who surroundme.

10They close up their callous hearts.
With their mouth they speak proudly.

11They have now surrounded us in our steps.
They set their eyes to cast us down to the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,
as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

13Arise, LORD, confront him.
Cast him down.

Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword,
14 frommen by your hand, LORD,
frommen of the world, whose portion is in this life.

You fill the belly of your cherished ones.
Your sons have plenty,
and they store up wealth for their children.

15As for me, I shall see your face in righteousness.
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with seeing your form.

18
For the Chief Musician. By David the servant of the LORD, who spoke to the
LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD delivered him from
the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He said,
1 I love you, LORD, my strength.
2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, andmy deliverer;
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myGod, my rock, in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower.

3 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;
and I am saved frommy enemies.

4The cords of death surroundedme.
The floods of ungodliness mademe afraid.

5The cords of Sheol* were aroundme.
The snares of death came onme.

6 In my distress I called on the LORD,
and cried to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry before him came into his ears.

7Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations also of themountains quaked andwere shaken,
because he was angry.

8 Smoke went out of his nostrils.
Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

9He bowed the heavens also, and came down.
Thick darkness was under his feet.

10He rode on a cherub, and flew.
Yes, he soared on the wings of the wind.

11Hemade darkness his hiding place, his pavilion around him,
darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies.

12At the brightness before him his thick clouds passed,
hailstones and coals of fire.

13The LORD also thundered in the sky.
TheMost High uttered his voice:
hailstones and coals of fire.

14He sent out his arrows, and scattered them.
He routed themwith great lightning bolts.

15Then the channels of waters appeared.
The foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, LORD,
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.

16He sent from on high.
He tookme.
He drewme out of manywaters.

17He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hatedme; for they were toomighty for me.

18They came onme in the day of my calamity,
but the LORDwasmy support.

19He brought me out also into a large place.
He deliveredme, because he delighted inme.

20The LORD has rewardedme according to my righteousness.
According to the cleanness of my hands, he has recompensedme.

21For I have kept the ways of the LORD,
and have not wickedly departed frommy God.

22For all his ordinances were before me.
I didn’t put away his statutes fromme.

* 18:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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23 I was also blameless with him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

24Therefore the LORD has rewardedme according to my righteousness,
according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight.

25With themerciful you will show yourself merciful.
With the perfect man, you will show yourself perfect.

26With the pure, you will show yourself pure.
With the crooked you will show yourself shrewd.

27For you will save the afflicted people,
but the arrogant eyes you will bring down.

28For you will light my lamp, LORD.
My Godwill light upmy darkness.

29For by you, I advance through a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

30As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tried.
He is a shield to all those who take refuge in him.

31For who is God, except the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God,
32 the God who armsmewith strength, andmakes myway perfect?

33Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

34He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

35You have also givenme the shield of your salvation.
Your right hand sustains me.
Your gentleness has mademe great.

36You have enlargedmy steps under me,
My feet have not slipped.

37 I will pursuemy enemies, and overtake them.
I won’t turn away until they are consumed.

38 I will strike them through, so that they will not be able to rise.
They shall fall under my feet.

39For you have armedmewith strength to the battle.
You have subdued underme those who rose up against me.

40You have also mademy enemies turn their backs to me,
that I might cut off those who hate me.

41They cried, but there was no one to save;
even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer them.

42Then I beat them small as the dust before the wind.
I cast them out as themire of the streets.

43You have deliveredme from the strivings of the people.
You havemademe the head of the nations.

A people whom I have not known shall serveme.
44As soon as they hear of me they shall obeyme.
The foreigners shall submit themselves to me.

45The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out of their strongholds.

46The LORD lives! Blessed bemy rock.
Exalted be the God of my salvation,



Psalms 18:47 724 Psalms 19:14

47 even the Godwho executes vengeance for me,
and subdues peoples under me.

48He rescues me frommy enemies.
Yes, you lift me up above those who rise up against me.
You deliver me from the violent man.

49Therefore I will give thanks to you, LORD, among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

50He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his anointed,
to David and to his offspring,† forever more.

19
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God.

The expanse shows his handiwork.
2Day after day they pour out speech,

and night after night they display knowledge.
3There is no speech nor language

where their voice is not heard.
4Their voice has gone out through all the earth,

their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

5which is as a bridegroom coming out of his room,
like a strongman rejoicing to run his course.

6His going out is from the end of the heavens,
his circuit to its ends.
There is nothing hidden from its heat.

7The LORD’s law is perfect, restoring the soul.
The LORD’s covenant is sure, making wise the simple.

8The LORD’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart.
The LORD’s commandment is pure, enlightening the eyes.

9The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever.
The LORD’s ordinances are true, and righteous altogether.

10They aremore to be desired than gold, yes, thanmuch fine gold,
sweeter also than honey and the extract of the honeycomb.

11Moreover your servant is warned by them.
In keeping them there is great reward.

12Who can discern his errors?
Forgive me from hidden errors.

13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins.
Let them not have dominion over me.

Then I will be upright.
I will be blameless and innocent of great transgression.

14Let the words of mymouth and themeditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
LORD, my rock, andmy redeemer.

20
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
† 18:50 or, seed
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1May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble.
May the name of the God of Jacob set you up on high,
2 send you help from the sanctuary,
grant you support from Zion,
3 remember all your offerings,
and accept your burned sacrifice.

Selah.
4May he grant you your heart’s desire,

and fulfill all your counsel.
5Wewill triumph in your salvation.

In the name of our God, we will set up our banners.
May the LORD grant all your requests.

6Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed.
He will answer him from his holy heaven,
with the saving strength of his right hand.

7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

8They are bowed down and fallen,
but we rise up, and stand upright.

9 Save, LORD!
Let the King answer us whenwe call!

21
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The king rejoices in your strength, LORD!

How greatly he rejoices in your salvation!
2You have given him his heart’s desire,

and have not withheld the request of his lips.
Selah.

3For youmeet himwith the blessings of goodness.
You set a crown of fine gold on his head.

4He asked life of you and you gave it to him,
even length of days forever and ever.

5His glory is great in your salvation.
You lay honor andmajesty on him.

6For youmake himmost blessed forever.
Youmake him glad with joy in your presence.

7For the king trusts in the LORD.
Through the loving kindness of the Most High, he shall not bemoved.

8Your handwill find out all of your enemies.
Your right handwill find out those who hate you.

9Youwill make them as a fiery furnace in the time of your anger.
The LORDwill swallow them up in his wrath.
The fire shall devour them.

10Youwill destroy their descendants from the earth,
their posterity from among the children of men.

11For they intended evil against you.
They plotted evil against you which cannot succeed.

12For you will make them turn their back,
when you aim drawn bows at their face.
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13Be exalted, LORD, in your strength,
so wewill sing and praise your power.

22
For the Chief Musician; set to “The Doe of the Morning.” A Psalm by David.
1My God, my God, why have you forsakenme?

Why are you so far from helping me, and from the words of my
groaning?

2My God, I cry in the daytime, but you don’t answer;
in the night season, and am not silent.

3But you are holy,
you who inhabit the praises of Israel.

4Our fathers trusted in you.
They trusted, and you delivered them.

5They cried to you, and were delivered.
They trusted in you, and were not disappointed.

6But I am aworm, and noman;
a reproach of men, and despised by the people.

7All those who seememockme.
They insult me with their lips. They shake their heads, saying,
8 “He trusts in the LORD.
Let him deliver him.
Let him rescue him, since he delights in him.”

9But you brought me out of the womb.
Youmademe trust while at mymother’s breasts.

10 I was thrown on you frommymother’s womb.
You aremy God sincemymother boreme.

11Don’t be far fromme, for trouble is near.
For there is no one to help.

12Many bulls have surroundedme.
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircledme.

13They open their mouths wide against me,
lions tearing prey and roaring.

14 I am poured out like water.
All my bones are out of joint.

My heart is like wax.
It is melted withinme.

15My strength is dried up like a potsherd.
My tongue sticks to the roof of mymouth.

You have brought me into the dust of death.
16For dogs have surroundedme.

A company of evildoers have enclosedme.
They have piercedmy hands and feet.*

17 I can count all of my bones.
They look and stare at me.
18They dividemy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.

19But don’t be far off, LORD.
* 22:16 So Dead Sea Scrolls. Masoretic Text reads, “Like a lion, they pinmy hands and feet.”
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You aremy help. Hurry to help me!
20Deliver my soul from the sword,

my precious life from the power of the dog.
21 Saveme from the lion’s mouth!

Yes, you have rescuedme from the horns of the wild oxen.

22 I will declare your name tomy brothers.
Among the assembly, I will praise you.

23Youwho fear the LORD, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, glorify him!
Stand in awe of him, all you descendants of Israel!

24For he has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted,
neither has he hidden his face from him;
but when he cried to him, he heard.

25My praise of you comes in the great assembly.
I will paymy vows before those who fear him.

26The humble shall eat and be satisfied.
They shall praise the LORDwho seek after him.
Let your hearts live forever.

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD.
All the relatives of the nations shall worship before you.

28For the kingdom is the LORD’s.
He is the ruler over the nations.

29All the rich ones of the earth shall eat and worship.
All those who go down to the dust shall bow before him,
even he who can’t keep his soul alive.

30Posterity shall serve him.
Future generations shall be told about the Lord.

31They shall come and shall declare his righteousness to a people that shall
be born,

for he has done it.

23
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD is my shepherd;

I shall lack nothing.
2Hemakes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.
3He restores my soul.

He guides me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are withme.
Your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil.

My cup runs over.
6Surely goodness and loving kindness shall followme all the days ofmy life,

and I will dwell in the LORD’s house forever.
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24
A Psalm by David.
1The earth is the LORD’s, with its fullness;

the world, and those who dwell in it.
2For he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the floods.
3Whomay ascend to the LORD’s hill?

Whomay stand in his holy place?
4Hewho has clean hands and a pure heart;

who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood,
and has not sworn deceitfully.

5He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
righteousness from the God of his salvation.

6This is the generation of those who seek Him,
who seek your face—even Jacob.

Selah.
7Lift up your heads, you gates!

Be lifted up, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

8Who is the King of glory?
The LORD strong andmighty,
the LORDmighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, you gates;
yes, lift them up, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

10Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of Armies is the King of glory!

Selah.

25
By David.
1To you, LORD, I lift upmy soul.
2My God, I have trusted in you.

Don’t let me be shamed.
Don’t let my enemies triumph over me.

3Yes, no one whowaits for you will be shamed.
They will be shamedwho deal treacherously without cause.

4 Showme your ways, LORD.
Teachme your paths.

5Guideme in your truth, and teachme,
for you are the God of my salvation.
I wait for you all day long.

6LORD, remember your tender mercies and your loving kindness,
for they are from old times.

7Don’t remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions.
Rememberme according to your loving kindness,
for your goodness’ sake, LORD.

8Good and upright is the LORD,
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therefore he will instruct sinners in the way.
9Hewill guide the humble in justice.

He will teach the humble his way.
10All the paths of the LORD are loving kindness and truth

to such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.
11For your name’s sake, LORD,

pardonmy iniquity, for it is great.
12Whatman is he who fears the LORD?

He shall instruct him in the way that he shall choose.
13His soul will dwell at ease.

His offspring will inherit the land.
14The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him.

He will show them his covenant.
15My eyes are ever on the LORD,

for he will pluckmy feet out of the net.
16Turn tome, and havemercy onme,

for I am desolate and afflicted.
17The troubles of my heart are enlarged.

Oh bringme out of my distresses.
18Consider my affliction andmy travail.

Forgive all my sins.
19Consider my enemies, for they aremany.

They hate mewith cruel hatred.
20Oh keepmy soul, and deliver me.

Let me not be disappointed, for I take refuge in you.
21Let integrity and uprightness preserveme,

for I wait for you.
22God, redeem Israel

out of all his troubles.

26
By David.
1 Judgeme, LORD, for I have walked inmy integrity.

I have trusted also in the LORDwithout wavering.
2Examineme, LORD, and proveme.

Trymy heart andmymind.
3For your loving kindness is before my eyes.

I have walked in your truth.
4 I have not sat with deceitful men,

neither will I go in with hypocrites.
5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,

and will not sit with the wicked.
6 I will washmy hands in innocence,

so I will go about your altar, LORD,
7 that I maymake the voice of thanksgiving to be heard
and tell of all your wondrous deeds.

8LORD, I love the habitation of your house,
the place where your glory dwells.

9Don’t gather my soul with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men
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10 in whose hands is wickedness;
their right hand is full of bribes.

11But as for me, I will walk inmy integrity.
Redeemme, and bemerciful to me.

12My foot stands in an even place.
In the congregations I will bless the LORD.

27
By David.
1The LORD is my light andmy salvation.

Whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life.

Of whom shall I be afraid?
2When evildoers came at me to eat upmy flesh,

evenmy adversaries andmy foes, they stumbled and fell.
3Though an army should encamp against me,

my heart shall not fear.
Though war should rise against me,

even then I will be confident.
4One thing I have asked of the LORD, that I will seek after:

that I may dwell in the LORD’s house all the days of my life,
to see the LORD’s beauty,
and to inquire in his temple.

5For in the day of trouble, he will keepme secretly in his pavilion.
In the secret place of his tabernacle, he will hide me.
He will lift me up on a rock.

6Nowmy head will be lifted up abovemy enemies aroundme.
I will offer sacrifices of joy in his tent.

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.

7Hear, LORD, when I cry withmy voice.
Havemercy also onme, and answerme.

8When you said, “Seekmy face,”
my heart said to you, “I will seek your face, LORD.”

9Don’t hide your face fromme.
Don’t put your servant away in anger.

You have beenmy help.
Don’t abandonme,
neither forsakeme, God of my salvation.

10Whenmy father andmymother forsakeme,
then the LORDwill takeme up.

11Teachme your way, LORD.
Leadme in a straight path, because of my enemies.

12Don’t deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen up against me,
such as breathe out cruelty.

13 I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

14Wait for the LORD.
Be strong, and let your heart take courage.
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Yes, wait for the LORD.

28
By David.
1To you, LORD, I call.

My rock, don’t be deaf to me,
lest, if you are silent to me,
I would become like those who go down into the pit.

2Hear the voice of my petitions, when I cry to you,
when I lift upmy hands toward yourMost Holy Place.

3Don’t drawme awaywith the wicked,
with the workers of iniquity who speak peace with their neighbors,
but mischief is in their hearts.

4Give themaccording to theirwork, andaccording to thewickednessof their
doings.

Give them according to the operation of their hands.
Bring back on themwhat they deserve.

5Because they don’t respect the works of the LORD,
nor the operation of his hands,
he will break them down and not build them up.

6Blessed be the LORD,
because he has heard the voice of my petitions.

7The LORD is my strength andmy shield.
My heart has trusted in him, and I am helped.

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices.
Withmy song I will thank him.

8The LORD is their strength.
He is a stronghold of salvation to his anointed.

9 Save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Be their shepherd also,
and bear them up forever.

29
A Psalm by David.
1Ascribe to the LORD, you sons of themighty,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name.

Worship the LORD in holy array.

3The LORD’s voice is on the waters.
The God of glory thunders, even the LORD onmanywaters.

4The LORD’s voice is powerful.
The LORD’s voice is full of majesty.

5The LORD’s voice breaks the cedars.
Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

6Hemakes them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young, wild ox.

7The LORD’s voice strikes with flashes of lightning.
8The LORD’s voice shakes the wilderness.
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The LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The LORD’s voice makes the deer calve,

and strips the forests bare.
In his temple everything says, “Glory!”

10The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood.
Yes, the LORD sits as King forever.

11The LORDwill give strength to his people.
The LORDwill bless his people with peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication of the Temple. By David.
1 I will extol you, LORD, for you have raisedme up,

and have not mademy foes to rejoice over me.
2LORDmy God, I cried to you,

and you have healedme.
3LORD, you have brought upmy soul from Sheol.*

You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.
4 Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of his.

Give thanks to his holy name.
5For his anger is but for amoment.

His favor is for a lifetime.
Weepingmay stay for the night,

but joy comes in themorning.
6As for me, I said inmy prosperity,

“I shall never bemoved.”
7You, LORD, when you favoredme, mademymountain stand strong;

but when you hid your face, I was troubled.
8 I cried to you, LORD.

I made supplication to the Lord:
9 “What profit is there inmy destruction, if I go down to the pit?

Shall the dust praise you?
Shall it declare your truth?

10Hear, LORD, and havemercy onme.
LORD, bemy helper.”

11You have turnedmymourning into dancing for me.
You have removedmy sackcloth, and clothedmewith gladness,
12 to the end that my heart may sing praise to you, and not be silent.

LORDmy God, I will give thanks to you forever!

31
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Let me never be disappointed.
Deliver me in your righteousness.

2Bow down your ear to me.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a strong rock,
a house of defense to saveme.

3For you aremy rock andmy fortress,

* 30:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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therefore for your name’s sake leadme and guideme.
4Pluckme out of the net that they have laid secretly for me,

for you aremy stronghold.
5 Into your hand I commendmy spirit.

You redeemme, LORD, God of truth.
6 I hate those who regard lying vanities,

but I trust in the LORD.
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your loving kindness,

for you have seenmy affliction.
You have knownmy soul in adversities.

8You have not shut me up into the hand of the enemy.
You have set my feet in a large place.

9Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am in distress.
My eye, my soul, andmy body waste away with grief.

10Formy life is spent with sorrow,
my years with sighing.

My strength fails because of my iniquity.
My bones are wasted away.

11 Because of all my adversaries I have become utterly contemptible to my
neighbors,

a horror to my acquaintances.
Those who sawme on the street fled fromme.

12 I am forgotten from their hearts like a deadman.
I am like broken pottery.

13For I have heard the slander of many, terror on every side,
while they conspire together against me,
they plot to take awaymy life.

14But I trust in you, LORD.
I said, “You aremy God.”

15My times are in your hand.
Deliverme from thehandofmyenemies, and from thosewhopersecute
me.

16Make your face to shine on your servant.
Saveme in your loving kindness.

17Let me not be disappointed, LORD, for I have called on you.
Let the wicked be disappointed.
Let them be silent in Sheol.*

18Let the lying lips bemute,
which speak against the righteous insolently, with pride and contempt.

19Oh how great is your goodness,
which you have laid up for those who fear you,
which you have worked for those who take refuge in you,
before the sons of men!

20 In the shelterofyourpresenceyouwillhide themfromtheplottingofman.
You will keep them secretly in a dwelling away from the strife of
tongues.

21Praise be to the LORD,
for he has shownme his marvelous loving kindness in a strong city.

22As for me, I said inmy haste, “I am cut off from before your eyes.”
* 31:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Nevertheless you heard the voice of my petitions when I cried to you.
23Oh love the LORD, all you his saints!

The LORD preserves the faithful,
and fully recompenses himwho behaves arrogantly.
24Be strong, and let your heart take courage,

all you who hope in the LORD.

32
By David. A contemplative psalm.
1Blessed is he whose disobedience is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.
2Blessed is theman to whom the LORD doesn’t impute iniquity,

in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3When I kept silence, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day

long.
4For day and night your handwas heavy onme.

My strength was sapped in the heat of summer.
Selah.

5 I acknowledgedmy sin to you.
I didn’t hide my iniquity.

I said, I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Selah.
6 For this, let everyone who is godly pray to you in a time when you may be

found.
Surely when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach to him.

7You aremy hiding place.
You will preserveme from trouble.
You will surroundmewith songs of deliverance.

Selah.
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall go.

I will counsel you withmy eye on you.
9Don’t be like the horse, or like themule, which have no understanding,

who are controlled by bit and bridle, or else they will not come near to
you.

10Many sorrows come to the wicked,
but loving kindness shall surround himwho trusts in the LORD.

11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, you righteous!
Shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart!

33
1Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous!

Praise is fitting for the upright.
2Give thanks to the LORDwith the lyre.

Sing praises to himwith the harp of ten strings.
3 Sing to him a new song.

Play skillfully with a shout of joy!
4For the LORD’s word is right.

All his work is done in faithfulness.
5He loves righteousness and justice.

The earth is full of the loving kindness of the LORD.
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6By the LORD’s word, the heavens weremade:
all their army by the breath of his mouth.

7He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap.
He lays up the deeps in storehouses.

8Let all the earth fear the LORD.
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.

9For he spoke, and it was done.
He commanded, and it stood firm.

10The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing.
Hemakes the thoughts of the peoples to be of no effect.

11The counsel of the LORD stands fast forever,
the thoughts of his heart to all generations.

12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen for his own inheritance.

13The LORD looks from heaven.
He sees all the sons of men.

14 From the place of his habitation he looks out on all the inhabitants of the
earth,

15he who fashions all of their hearts;
and he considers all of their works.

16There is no king saved by themultitude of an army.
Amighty man is not delivered by great strength.

17A horse is a vain thing for safety,
neither does he deliver any by his great power.

18Behold, the LORD’s eye is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his loving kindness,
19 to deliver their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

20Our soul has waited for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.

21For our heart rejoices in him,
because we have trusted in his holy name.

22Let your loving kindness be on us, LORD,
since we have hoped in you.

34
ByDavid;whenhepretended tobe insanebeforeAbimelech,whodrovehim
away, and he departed.
1 * I will bless the LORD at all times.

His praise will always be inmymouth.
2My soul shall boast in the LORD.

The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
3Ohmagnify the LORDwithme.

Let’s exalt his name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answeredme,

and deliveredme from all my fears.
5They looked to him, and were radiant.

Their faces shall never be covered with shame.
6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him,
* 34:1 Psalm 34 is an acrostic poem, with each verse starting with a letter of the alphabet (ordered
from Alef to Tav).
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and saved him out of all his troubles.
7The LORD’s angel encamps around those who fear him,

and delivers them.
8Oh taste and see that the LORD is good.

Blessed is themanwho takes refuge in him.
9Oh fear the LORD, you his saints,

for there is no lack with those who fear him.
10The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger,

but those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.

11Come, you children, listen to me.
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12Who is someone who desires life,
and loves many days, that hemay see good?

13Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking lies.

14Depart from evil, and do good.
Seek peace, and pursue it.

15The LORD’s eyes are toward the righteous.
His ears listen to their cry.

16The LORD’s face is against those who do evil,
to cut off their memory from the earth.

17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears,
and delivers them out of all their troubles.

18The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart,
and saves those who have a crushed spirit.

19Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

20He protects all of his bones.
Not one of them is broken.

21Evil shall kill the wicked.
Those who hate the righteous shall be condemned.

22The LORD redeems the soul of his servants.
None of those who take refuge in him shall be condemned.

35
By David.
1Contend, LORD, with those who contend withme.

Fight against those who fight against me.
2Take hold of shield and buckler,

and stand up for my help.
3Brandish the spear and block those who pursueme.

Tell my soul, “I am your salvation.”
4Let those who seek aftermy soul be disappointed and brought to dishonor.

Let those who plot my ruin be turned back and confounded.
5Let them be as chaff before the wind,

the LORD’s angel driving them on.
6Let their way be dark and slippery,

the LORD’s angel pursuing them.
7For without cause they have hidden their net in a pit for me.

Without cause they have dug a pit for my soul.
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8Let destruction come on him unawares.
Let his net that he has hidden catch himself.
Let him fall into that destruction.

9My soul shall be joyful in the LORD.
It shall rejoice in his salvation.

10All my bones shall say, “LORD, who is like you,
who delivers the poor from himwho is too strong for him;
yes, the poor and the needy from himwho robs him?”

11Unrighteous witnesses rise up.
They askme about things that I don’t know about.

12They rewardme evil for good,
to the bereaving of my soul.

13But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth.
I afflictedmy soul with fasting.
My prayer returned into my own bosom.

14 I behavedmyself as though it had beenmy friend ormy brother.
I bowed downmourning, as one whomourns his mother.

15But inmy adversity, they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together.
The attackers gathered themselves together against me, and I didn’t
know it.

They tore at me, and didn’t cease.
16Like the profanemockers in feasts,

they gnashed their teeth at me.
17Lord, how long will you look on?

Rescuemy soul from their destruction,
my precious life from the lions.

18 I will give you thanks in the great assembly.
I will praise you amongmany people.

19Don’t let those who aremy enemies wrongfully rejoice over me;
neither let those who hate mewithout a cause wink their eyes.

20For they don’t speak peace,
but they devise deceitful words against those who are quiet in the land.

21Yes, they opened their mouth wide against me.
They said, “Aha! Aha! Our eye has seen it!”

22You have seen it, LORD. Don’t keep silent.
Lord, don’t be far fromme.

23Wake up! Rise up to defendme, my God!
My Lord, contend for me!

24Vindicate me, LORDmy God, according to your righteousness.
Don’t let them gloat over me.

25Don’t let them say in their heart, “Aha! That’s the way wewant it!”
Don’t let them say, “We have swallowed him up!”

26 Let them be disappointed and confounded together who rejoice at my
calamity.

Let thembe clothedwith shame and dishonorwhomagnify themselves
against me.

27Let those who favor my righteous cause shout for joy and be glad.
Yes, let them say continually, “May the LORD bemagnified,
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who has pleasure in the prosperity of his servant!”
28My tongue shall talk about your righteousness and about your praise all

day long.

36
For the Chief Musician. By David, the servant of the LORD.
1A revelation is withinmy heart about the disobedience of the wicked:

There is no fear of God before his eyes.
2For he flatters himself in his own eyes,

toomuch to detect and hate his sin.
3The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit.

He has ceased to be wise and to do good.
4He plots iniquity on his bed.

He sets himself in a way that is not good.
He doesn’t abhor evil.

5Your loving kindness, LORD, is in the heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

6Your righteousness is like themountains of God.
Your judgments are like a great deep.
LORD, you preserveman and animal.

7How precious is your loving kindness, God!
The children of men take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

8They shall be abundantly satisfied with the abundance of your house.
You will make them drink of the river of your pleasures.

9For with you is the spring of life.
In your light we will see light.

10Oh continue your loving kindness to those who know you,
your righteousness to the upright in heart.

11Don’t let the foot of pride come against me.
Don’t let the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12There the workers of iniquity are fallen.
They are thrust down, and shall not be able to rise.

37
By David.
1Don’t fret because of evildoers,

neither be envious against those whowork unrighteousness.
2For they shall soon be cut down like the grass,

and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good.

Dwell in the land, and enjoy safe pasture.
4Also delight yourself in the LORD,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5Commit your way to the LORD.

Trust also in him, and he will do this:
6he will make your righteousness shine out like light,

and your justice as the noon day sun.
7Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.

Don’t fret because of himwho prospers in his way,
because of themanwhomakes wicked plots happen.
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8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath.
Don’t fret; it leads only to evildoing.

9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those whowait for the LORD shall inherit the land.

10For yet a little while, and the wicked will be nomore.
Yes, though you look for his place, he isn’t there.

11But the humble shall inherit the land,
and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

12The wicked plots against the just,
and gnashes at himwith his teeth.

13The Lord will laugh at him,
for he sees that his day is coming.

14The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow,
to cast down the poor and needy,
to kill those who are upright on the path.

15Their sword shall enter into their own heart.
Their bows shall be broken.

16Better is a little that the righteous has,
than the abundance of manywicked.

17For the arms of the wicked shall be broken,
but the LORD upholds the righteous.

18The LORD knows the days of the perfect.
Their inheritance shall be forever.

19They shall not be disappointed in the time of evil.
In the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

20But the wicked shall perish.
The enemies of the LORD shall be like the beauty of the fields.
They will vanish—
vanish like smoke.

21The wicked borrow, and don’t pay back,
but the righteous give generously.

22For such as are blessed by him shall inherit the land.
Those who are cursed by him shall be cut off.

23Aman’s steps are established by the LORD.
He delights in his way.

24Though he stumble, he shall not fall,
for the LORD holds him upwith his hand.

25 I have been young, and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his children begging for bread.

26All day long he deals graciously, and lends.
His offspring is blessed.

27Depart from evil, and do good.
Live securely forever.

28For the LORD loves justice,
and doesn’t forsake his saints.
They are preserved forever,
but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.

29The righteous shall inherit the land,
and live in it forever.
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30Themouth of the righteous talks of wisdom.
His tongue speaks justice.

31The law of his God is in his heart.
None of his steps shall slide.

32The wicked watch the righteous,
and seek to kill him.

33The LORDwill not leave him in his hand,
nor condemn himwhen he is judged.

34Wait for the LORD, and keep his way,
and he will exalt you to inherit the land.
When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.

35 I have seen the wicked in great power,
spreading himself like a green tree in its native soil.

36But he passed away, and behold, he was not.
Yes, I sought him, but he could not be found.

37Mark the perfect man, and see the upright,
for there is a future for theman of peace.

38As for transgressors, they shall be destroyed together.
The future of the wicked shall be cut off.

39But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD.
He is their stronghold in the time of trouble.

40The LORD helps them and rescues them.
He rescues them from the wicked and saves them,
because they have taken refuge in him.

38
A Psalm by David, for a memorial.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your wrath,

neither chastenme in your hot displeasure.
2For your arrows have piercedme,

your hand presses hard onme.
3There is no soundness inmy flesh because of your indignation,

neither is there any health inmy bones because of my sin.
4Formy iniquities have gone over my head.

As a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.
5Mywounds are loathsome and corrupt

because of my foolishness.
6 I am in pain and bowed down greatly.

I go mourning all day long.
7Formywaist is filled with burning.

There is no soundness inmy flesh.
8 I am faint and severely bruised.

I have groaned by reason of the anguish of my heart.
9Lord, all my desire is before you.

My groaning is not hidden from you.
10My heart throbs.

My strength fails me.
As for the light of my eyes, it has also left me.

11My lovers andmy friends stand aloof frommy plague.
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My kinsmen stand far away.
12They also who seek after my life lay snares.

Those who seekmy hurt speakmischievous things,
andmeditate deceits all day long.

13But I, as a deaf man, don’t hear.
I am as amutemanwho doesn’t open his mouth.

14Yes, I am as amanwho doesn’t hear,
in whosemouth are no reproofs.

15For I hope in you, LORD.
You will answer, Lordmy God.

16For I said, “Don’t let them gloat over me,
or exalt themselves over mewhenmy foot slips.”

17For I am ready to fall.
My pain is continually before me.

18For I will declare my iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.

19But my enemies are vigorous andmany.
Those who hate mewithout reason are numerous.

20They who render evil for good are also adversaries to me,
because I followwhat is good.

21Don’t forsakeme, LORD.
My God, don’t be far fromme.

22Hurry to helpme,
Lord, my salvation.

39
For the Chief Musician. For Jeduthun. A Psalm by David.
1 I said, “I will watchmyways, so that I don’t sin withmy tongue.

I will keepmymouth with a bridle while the wicked is before me.”
2 I was mute with silence.

I held my peace, even from good.
My sorrowwas stirred.

3My heart was hot withinme.
While I meditated, the fire burned.

I spoke withmy tongue:
4 “LORD, showmemy end,
what is themeasure of my days.
Let me know how frail I am.

5Behold, you havemademy days handwidths.
My lifetime is as nothing before you.

Surely everyman stands as a breath.”
Selah.

6 “Surely everymanwalks like a shadow.
Surely they busy themselves in vain.
He heaps up, and doesn’t knowwho shall gather.

7Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in you.

8Deliver me from all my transgressions.
Don’t makeme the reproach of the foolish.

9 I was mute.
I didn’t openmymouth,
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because you did it.
10Remove your scourge away fromme.

I am overcome by the blow of your hand.
11When you rebuke and correct man for iniquity,

you consume his wealth like amoth.
Surely everyman is but a breath.”

Selah.
12 “Hearmy prayer, LORD, and give ear to my cry.

Don’t be silent at my tears.
For I am a stranger with you,

a foreigner, as all my fathers were.
13Oh spareme, that I may recover strength,

before I go away and exist nomore.”
40

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 I waited patiently for the LORD.

He turned to me, and heardmy cry.
2He brought me up also out of a horrible pit,

out of themiry clay.
He set my feet on a rock,

and gaveme a firm place to stand.
3He has put a new song inmymouth, even praise to our God.

Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.
4Blessed is themanwhomakes the LORD his trust,

and doesn’t respect the proud, nor such as turn away to lies.
5Many, LORD, my God, are the wonderful works which you have done,

and your thoughts which are toward us.
They can’t be declared back to you.

If Iwoulddeclareand speakof them, theyaremore thancanbecounted.
6 Sacrifice and offering you didn’t desire.

You have openedmy ears.
You have not required burnt offering and sin offering.

7Then I said, “Behold, I have come.
It is written about me in the book in the scroll.

8 I delight to do your will, my God.
Yes, your law is withinmy heart.”

9 I have proclaimed glad news of righteousness in the great assembly.
Behold, I will not seal my lips, LORD, you know.

10 I have not hidden your righteousness withinmy heart.
I have declared your faithfulness and your salvation.
I havenot concealed your loving kindness andyour truth from the great
assembly.

11Don’t withhold your tender mercies fromme, LORD.
Let your loving kindness and your truth continually preserveme.

12For innumerable evils have surroundedme.
My iniquities have overtakenme, so that I am not able to look up.

They aremore than the hairs of my head.
My heart has failedme.

13Be pleased, LORD, to deliver me.
Hurry to helpme, LORD.
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14Let thembedisappointedandconfounded togetherwhoseekaftermysoul
to destroy it.

Let them be turned backward and brought to dishonor who delight in
my hurt.

15Let them be desolate by reason of their shame that tell me, “Aha! Aha!”
16Let all those who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.

Let such as love your salvation say continually, “Let the LORD be
exalted!”

17But I am poor and needy.
May the Lord think about me.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
Don’t delay, my God.

41
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Blessed is he who considers the poor.

The LORDwill deliver him in the day of evil.
2The LORDwill preserve him, and keep him alive.

He shall be blessed on the earth,
and he will not surrender him to the will of his enemies.

3The LORDwill sustain him on his sickbed,
and restore him from his bed of illness.

4 I said, “LORD, havemercy onme!
Heal me, for I have sinned against you.”

5My enemies speak evil against me:
“Whenwill he die, and his name perish?”

6 If he comes to see me, he speaks falsehood.
His heart gathers iniquity to itself.
When he goes abroad, he tells it.

7All who hate mewhisper together against me.
They imagine the worst for me.

8 “An evil disease”, they say, “has afflicted him.
Now that he lies he shall rise up nomore.”

9Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I trusted,
who ate bread withme,
has lifted up his heel against me.

10But you, LORD, havemercy onme, and raise me up,
that I may repay them.

11By this I know that you delight in me,
becausemy enemy doesn’t triumph over me.

12As for me, you upholdme inmy integrity,
and set me in your presence forever.

13Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting and to everlasting!

Amen and amen.
BOOK 2
42

For the Chief Musician. A contemplation by the sons of Korah.
1As the deer pants for the water brooks,
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so my soul pants after you, God.*
2My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and appear before God?
3My tears have beenmy food day and night,

while they continually askme, “Where is your God?”
4These things I remember, and pour out my soul withinme,

how I used to go with the crowd, and led them to God’s house,
with the voice of joy and praise, a multitude keeping a holy day.

5Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him for the saving help of his presence.

6My God, my soul is in despair withinme.
Therefore I remember you from the land of the Jordan,
the heights of Hermon, from the hill Mizar.

7Deep calls to deep at the noise of your waterfalls.
All your waves and your billows have swept over me.

8GOD†will command his loving kindness in the daytime.
In the night his song shall be withme:
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will ask God, my rock, “Why have you forgottenme?
Why do I gomourning because of the oppression of the enemy?”

10As with a sword inmy bones, my adversaries reproachme,
while they continually askme, “Where is your God?”

11Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God! For I shall still praise him,
the saving help of my countenance, andmy God.

43
1Vindicate me, God, and pleadmy cause against an ungodly nation.

Oh, deliver me from deceitful and wickedmen.
2For you are the God of my strength. Why have you rejectedme?

Why do I gomourning because of the oppression of the enemy?
3Oh, send out your light and your truth.

Let them leadme.
Let them bringme to your holy hill,
to your tents.

4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God, my exceeding joy.

I will praise you on the harp, God, my God.
5Why are you in despair, my soul?

Why are you disturbed withinme?
Hope in God!

For I shall still praise him:
my Savior, my helper, andmy God.

* 42:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 42:8 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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44
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Korah. A contemplative psalm.
1We have heard with our ears, God;

our fathers have told us what work you did in their days,
in the days of old.

2You drove out the nations with your hand,
but you planted them.

You afflicted the peoples,
but you spread them abroad.

3For they didn’t get the land in possession by their own sword,
neither did their own arm save them;

but your right hand, your arm, and the light of your face,
because you were favorable to them.

4God, you aremy King.
Command victories for Jacob!

5Through you, we will push down our adversaries.
Through your name, we will tread down those who rise up against us.

6For I will not trust in my bow,
neither will my sword saveme.

7But you have saved us from our adversaries,
and have shamed those who hate us.

8 In God we havemade our boast all day long.
Wewill give thanks to your name forever.

Selah.
9But now you rejected us, and brought us to dishonor,

and don’t go out with our armies.
10Youmake us turn back from the adversary.

Those who hate us take plunder for themselves.
11You havemade us like sheep for food,

and have scattered us among the nations.
12You sell your people for nothing,

and have gained nothing from their sale.
13Youmake us a reproach to our neighbors,

a scoffing and a derision to those who are around us.
14Youmake us a byword among the nations,

a shaking of the head among the peoples.
15All day longmy dishonor is before me,

and shame covers my face,
16at the taunt of one who reproaches and verbally abuses,
because of the enemy and the avenger.

17All this has come on us,
yet we haven’t forgotten you.
We haven’t been false to your covenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
neither have our steps strayed from your path,
19 though you have crushed us in the haunt of jackals,
and covered us with the shadow of death.

20 If we have forgotten the name of our God,
or spread out our hands to a strange god,
21won’t God search this out?
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For he knows the secrets of the heart.
22Yes, for your sake we are killed all day long.

We are regarded as sheep for the slaughter.
23Wake up!

Why do you sleep, Lord?*
Arise!

Don’t reject us forever.
24Why do you hide your face,

and forget our affliction and our oppression?
25For our soul is bowed down to the dust.

Our body clings to the earth.
26Rise up to help us.

Redeem us for your loving kindness’ sake.
45

For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.” A contemplation by the sons of
Korah. A wedding song.
1My heart overflows with a noble theme.

I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a skillful writer.

2You are themost excellent of the sons of men.
Grace has anointed your lips,
therefore God has blessed you forever.

3 Strap your sword on your thigh, Omighty one,
in your splendor and yourmajesty.

4 In your majesty ride on victoriously on behalf of truth, humility, and
righteousness.

Let your right hand display awesome deeds.
5Your arrows are sharp.

The nations fall under you, with arrows in the heart of the king’s
enemies.

6Your throne, God, is forever and ever.
A scepter of equity is the scepter of your kingdom.

7You have loved righteousness, and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
above your fellows.

8All your garments smell like myrrh, aloes, and cassia.
Out of ivory palaces stringed instruments havemade you glad.

9Kings’ daughters are among your honorable women.
At your right hand the queen stands in gold of Ophir.

10Listen, daughter, consider, and turn your ear.
Forget your own people, and also your father’s house.
11 So the king will desire your beauty,
honor him, for he is your lord.

12The daughter of Tyre comes with a gift.
The rich among the people entreat your favor.

13The princess inside is all glorious.
Her clothing is interwovenwith gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in embroidered work.
* 44:23 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to you.
15With gladness and rejoicing they shall be led.

They shall enter into the king’s palace.
16Your sons will take the place of your fathers.

You shall make them princes in all the earth.
17 I will make your name to be remembered in all generations.

Therefore the peoples shall give you thanks forever and ever.

46
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Korah. According to Alamoth.*
1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore wewon’t be afraid, though the earth changes,

though themountains are shaken into the heart of the seas;
3 though its waters roar and are troubled,
though themountains tremble with their swelling.

Selah.
4There is a river, the streams of whichmake the city of God glad,

the holy place of the tents of the Most High.
5God is within her. She shall not bemoved.

God will help her at dawn.
6The nations raged. The kingdomsweremoved.

He lifted his voice and the earthmelted.
7The LORD of Armies is with us.

The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.

8Come, see the LORD’s works,
what desolations he has made in the earth.

9Hemakes wars cease to the end of the earth.
He breaks the bow, and shatters the spear.
He burns the chariots in the fire.

10 “Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations.
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11The LORD of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.

47
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1Oh clap your hands, all you nations.

Shout to God with the voice of triumph!
2For the LORDMost High is awesome.

He is a great King over all the earth.
3He subdues nations under us,

and peoples under our feet.
4He chooses our inheritance for us,

the glory of Jacob whom he loved.

* 46: Alamoth is a musical term.
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Selah.
5God has gone upwith a shout,

the LORDwith the sound of a trumpet.
6 Sing praises to God! Sing praises!

Sing praises to our King! Sing praises!
7For God is the King of all the earth.

Sing praises with understanding.
8God reigns over the nations.

God sits on his holy throne.
9The princes of the peoples are gathered together,
the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God.
He is greatly exalted!

48
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

in the city of our God, in his holy mountain.
2Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth,

is Mount Zion, on the north sides,
the city of the great King.

3God has shown himself in her citadels as a refuge.
4For, behold, the kings assembled themselves,

they passed by together.
5They saw it, then they were amazed.

They were dismayed.
They hurried away.

6Trembling took hold of them there,
pain, as of a woman in travail.

7With the east wind, you break the ships of Tarshish.
8As we have heard, so we have seen,

in the city of the LORD of Armies, in the city of our God.
God will establish it forever.

Selah.
9We have thought about your loving kindness, God,

in themiddle of your temple.
10As is your name, God,

so is your praise to the ends of the earth.
Your right hand is full of righteousness.

11Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments.

12Walk about Zion, and go around her.
Number its towers.

13Notice her bulwarks.
Consider her palaces,
that youmay tell it to the next generation.

14For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will be our guide even to death.

49
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
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1Hear this, all you peoples.
Listen, all you inhabitants of the world,
2both low and high,
rich and poor together.

3Mymouth will speak words of wisdom.
My heart will utter understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb.
I will solve my riddle on the harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of evil,
when iniquity at my heels surroundsme?

6Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in themultitude of their riches—
7none of them can by anymeans redeem his brother,
nor give God a ransom for him.

8For the redemption of their life is costly,
no payment is ever enough,
9 that he should live on forever,
that he should not see corruption.

10For he sees that wise men die;
likewise the fool and the senseless perish,
and leave their wealth to others.

11Their inward thought is that their houses will endure forever,
and their dwelling places to all generations.
They name their lands after themselves.

12But man, despite his riches, doesn’t endure.
He is like the animals that perish.

13This is the destiny of those who are foolish,
and of those who approve their sayings.

Selah.
14They are appointed as a flock for Sheol.*

Death shall be their shepherd.
The upright shall have dominion over them in themorning.

Their beauty shall decay in Sheol,†
far from their mansion.

15But God will redeemmy soul from the power of Sheol,‡
for he will receive me.

Selah.
16Don’t be afraid when aman is made rich,

when the glory of his house is increased;
17 for when he dies he will carry nothing away.

His glory won’t descend after him.
18Thoughwhile he lived he blessed his soul—

andmen praise you when you do well for yourself—
19he shall go to the generation of his fathers.
They shall never see the light.

20Amanwho has riches without understanding,
is like the animals that perish.

* 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 49:15 Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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50
A Psalm by Asaph.
1TheMighty One, God, the LORD, speaks,

and calls the earth from sunrise to sunset.
2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God shines out.
3Our God comes, and does not keep silent.

A fire devours before him.
It is very stormy around him.

4He calls to the heavens above,
to the earth, that hemay judge his people:

5 “Gather my saints together to me,
those who havemade a covenant withme by sacrifice.”

6The heavens shall declare his righteousness,
for God himself is judge.

Selah.
7 “Hear, my people, and I will speak.

Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
8 I don’t rebuke you for your sacrifices.

Your burnt offerings are continually before me.
9 I have no need for a bull from your stall,

nor male goats from your pens.
10For every animal of the forest is mine,

and the livestock on a thousand hills.
11 I know all the birds of themountains.

The wild animals of the field are mine.
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,

for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
13Will I eat themeat of bulls,

or drink the blood of goats?
14Offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving.

Pay your vows to theMost High.
15Call onme in the day of trouble.

I will deliver you, and youwill honorme.”
16But to the wicked God says,

“What right do you have to declare my statutes,
that you have takenmy covenant on your lips,
17 since you hate instruction,
and throwmywords behind you?

18When you saw a thief, you consented with him,
and have participated with adulterers.

19 “You give yourmouth to evil.
Your tongue frames deceit.

20You sit and speak against your brother.
You slander your ownmother’s son.

21You have done these things, and I kept silent.
You thought that I was just like you.
I will rebuke you, and accuse you in front of your eyes.
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22 “Now consider this, you who forget God,
lest I tear you into pieces, and there be no one to deliver.

23Whoever offers the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifies me,
and prepares his way so that I will show God’s salvation to him.”

51
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David, when Nathan the prophet came
to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.
1Havemercy onme, God, according to your loving kindness.

According to the multitude of your tender mercies, blot out my trans-
gressions.

2Washme thoroughly frommy iniquity.
Cleanseme frommy sin.

3For I knowmy transgressions.
My sin is constantly before me.

4Against you, and you only, I have sinned,
and done that which is evil in your sight,

so youmay be proved right when you speak,
and justified when you judge.

5Behold, I was born in iniquity.
Mymother conceivedme in sin.

6Behold, you desire truth in the inward parts.
You teachmewisdom in the inmost place.

7Purify mewith hyssop, and I will be clean.
Washme, and I will be whiter than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness,
that the bones which you have brokenmay rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out all of my iniquities.

10Create inme a clean heart, O God.
Renew a right spirit withinme.

11Don’t throwme from your presence,
and don’t take your Holy Spirit fromme.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
Upholdmewith a willing spirit.

13Then I will teach transgressors your ways.
Sinners will be converted to you.

14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation.
My tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.

15Lord, openmy lips.
Mymouth will declare your praise.

16For you don’t delight in sacrifice, or else I would give it.
You have no pleasure in burnt offering.

17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.
O God, you will not despise a broken and contrite heart.

18Dowell in your good pleasure to Zion.
Build the walls of Jerusalem.

19Then youwill delight in the sacrifices of righteousness,
in burnt offerings and in whole burnt offerings.

Then they will offer bulls on your altar.
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52
For the Chief Musician. A contemplation by David, when Doeg the Edomite
came and told Saul, “David has come to Ahimelech’s house.”
1Why do you boast of mischief, mighty man?

God’s loving kindness endures continually.
2Your tongue plots destruction,

like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.
3You love evil more than good,

lying rather than speaking the truth.
Selah.

4You love all devouring words,
you deceitful tongue.

5Godwill likewise destroy you forever.
He will take you up, and pluck you out of your tent,
and root you out of the land of the living.

Selah.
6The righteous also will see it, and fear,

and laugh at him, saying,
7 “Behold, this is the manwho didn’t make God his strength,

but trusted in the abundance of his riches,
and strengthened himself in his wickedness.”

8But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in God’s house.
I trust in God’s loving kindness forever and ever.

9 I will give you thanks forever, because you have done it.
I will hope in your name, for it is good,
in the presence of your saints.

53
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Mahalath.” A contemplation by
David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”

They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity.
There is no one who does good.

2God looks down from heaven on the children of men,
to see if there are any who understood,
who seek after God.

3Every one of them has gone back.
They have become filthy together.
There is no one who does good, no, not one.

4Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge,
who eat upmy people as they eat bread,
and don’t call on God?

5There they were in great fear, where no fear was,
for God has scattered the bones of himwho encamps against you.

You have put them to shame,
because God has rejected them.

6Oh that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion!
When God brings back his people from captivity,
then Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.
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54
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instruments. A contemplation byDavid,
when the Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Isn’t David hiding himself among
us?”
1 Saveme, God, by your name.

Vindicate me in yourmight.
2Hearmy prayer, God.

Listen to the words of mymouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me.

Violent men have sought after my soul.
They haven’t set God before them.

Selah.
4Behold, God is my helper.

The Lord is the one who sustains my soul.
5Hewill repay the evil to my enemies.

Destroy them in your truth.
6With a free will offering, I will sacrifice to you.

I will give thanks to your name, LORD, for it is good.
7For he has deliveredme out of all trouble.

My eye has seen triumph over my enemies.

55
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instruments. A contemplation byDavid.
1Listen to my prayer, God.

Don’t hide yourself frommy supplication.
2Attend tome, and answerme.

I am restless in my complaint,
andmoan
3because of the voice of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the wicked.

For they bring suffering onme.
In anger they hold a grudge against me.

4My heart is severely pained withinme.
The terrors of death have fallen onme.

5Fearfulness and trembling have come onme.
Horror has overwhelmedme.

6 I said, “Oh that I had wings like a dove!
Then I would fly away, and be at rest.

7Behold, then I would wander far off.
I would lodge in the wilderness.”

Selah.
8 “I would hurry to a shelter from the stormywind and storm.”
9Confuse them, Lord, and confound their language,

for I have seen violence and strife in the city.
10Day and night they prowl around on its walls.

Malice and abuse are also within her.
11Destructive forces are within her.

Threats and lies don’t depart from her streets.
12For it was not an enemywho insultedme,

then I could have endured it.
Neither was it he who hatedmewho raised himself up against me,
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then I would have hiddenmyself from him.
13But it was you, a man like me,

my companion, andmy familiar friend.
14We took sweet fellowship together.

Wewalked in God’s house with company.
15Let death come suddenly on them.

Let them go down alive into Sheol.*
For wickedness is among them, in their dwelling.

16As for me, I will call on God.
The LORDwill saveme.

17Evening, morning, and at noon, I will cry out in distress.
He will hear my voice.

18He has redeemedmy soul in peace from the battle that was against me,
although there are many who opposeme.

19God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear and answer them.

Selah.

They never change
and don’t fear God.

20He raises his hands against his friends.
He has violated his covenant.

21His mouth was smooth as butter,
but his heart was war.

His words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.

22Cast your burden on the LORD and he will sustain you.
He will never allow the righteous to bemoved.

23But you, God, will bring them down into the pit of destruction.
Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not live out half their days,
but I will trust in you.

56
For theChiefMusician. To the tuneof “SilentDove inDistant Lands.” Apoem
by David, when the Philistines seized him in Gath.
1Bemerciful to me, God, for manwants to swallowme up.

All day long, he attacks and oppresses me.
2My enemies want to swallowme up all day long,

for they aremany who fight proudly against me.
3When I am afraid,

I will put my trust in you.
4 In God, I praise his word.

In God, I put my trust.
I will not be afraid.

What can flesh do tome?
5All day long they twist mywords.

All their thoughts are against me for evil.
6They conspire and lurk,

watchingmy steps.

* 55:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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They are eager to takemy life.
7 Shall they escape by iniquity?

In anger cast down the peoples, God.
8You count mywanderings.

You put my tears into your container.
Aren’t they in your book?

9Thenmy enemies shall turn back in the day that I call.
I know this: that God is for me.

10 In God, I will praise his word.
In the LORD, I will praise his word.

11 I have put my trust in God.
I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

12Your vows are onme, God.
I will give thank offerings to you.

13For you have deliveredmy soul from death,
and preventedmy feet from falling,
that I may walk before God in the light of the living.

57
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by David,
when he fled from Saul, in the cave.
1Bemerciful to me, God, bemerciful to me,

for my soul takes refuge in you.
Yes, in the shadow of your wings, I will take refuge,

until disaster has passed.
2 I cry out to GodMost High,
to God who accomplishes my requests for me.
3Hewill send from heaven, and saveme,

he rebukes the one who is pursuingme.
Selah.

God will send out his loving kindness and his truth.
4My soul is among lions.

I lie among those who are set on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows,
and their tongue a sharp sword.

5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be above all the earth!

6They have prepared a net for my steps.
My soul is bowed down.

They dig a pit before me.
They fall into themiddle of it themselves.

Selah.
7My heart is steadfast, God.

My heart is steadfast.
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises.

8Wake up, my glory! Wake up, lute and harp!
I will wake up the dawn.

9 I will give thanks to you, Lord, among the peoples.
I will sing praises to you among the nations.
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10For your great loving kindness reaches to the heavens,
and your truth to the skies.

11Be exalted, God, above the heavens.
Let your glory be over all the earth.

58
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by David.
1Do you indeed speak righteousness, silent ones?

Do you judge blamelessly, you sons of men?
2No, in your heart you plot injustice.

Youmeasure out the violence of your hands in the earth.
3The wicked go astray from the womb.

They are wayward as soon as they are born, speaking lies.
4Their poison is like the poison of a snake,

like a deaf cobra that stops its ear,
5which doesn’t listen to the voice of charmers,
nomatter how skillful the charmermay be.

6Break their teeth, God, in their mouth.
Break out the great teeth of the young lions, LORD.

7Let them vanish like water that flows away.
When they draw the bow, let their arrows bemade blunt.

8Let them be like a snail whichmelts and passes away,
like the stillborn child, who has not seen the sun.

9Before your pots can feel the heat of the thorns,
he will sweep away the green and the burning alike.

10The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance.
He shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked,

11 so that men shall say, “Most certainly there is a reward for the righteous.
Most certainly there is a God who judges the earth.”

59
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by David,
when Saul sent, and they watched the house to kill him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God.

Set me on high from those who rise up against me.
2Deliver me from the workers of iniquity.

Saveme from the bloodthirsty men.
3For, behold, they lie in wait for my soul.

Themighty gather themselves together against me,
not for my disobedience, nor for my sin, LORD.

4 I have done no wrong, yet they are ready to attackme.
Rise up, behold, and helpme!

5You, LORD God of Armies, the God of Israel,
rouse yourself to punish the nations.
Show nomercy to the wicked traitors.

Selah.
6They return at evening, howling like dogs,

and prowl around the city.
7Behold, they spewwith their mouth.

Swords are in their lips,
“For”, they say, “who hears us?”
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8But you, LORD, laugh at them.
You scoff at all the nations.

9Oh, my Strength, I watch for you,
for God is my high tower.

10My Godwill go before mewith his loving kindness.
God will let me look at my enemies in triumph.

11Don’t kill them, or my people may forget.
Scatter them by your power, and bring them down, Lord our shield.

12For the sin of their mouth, and the words of their lips,
let them be caught in their pride,
for the curses and lies which they utter.

13Consume them in wrath.
Consume them, and they will be nomore.

Let them know that God rules in Jacob,
to the ends of the earth.

Selah.
14At evening let them return.

Let them howl like a dog, and go around the city.
15They shall wander up and down for food,

and wait all night if they aren’t satisfied.
16But I will sing of your strength.

Yes, I will sing aloud of your loving kindness in themorning.
For you have beenmy high tower,

a refuge in the day of my distress.
17To you, my strength, I will sing praises.

For God is my high tower, the God of mymercy.

60
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune of “The Lily of the Covenant.” A teaching
poembyDavid,whenhe foughtwithAramNaharaimandwithAramZobah,
and Joab returned, and killed twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have rejected us.

You have broken us down.
You have been angry.

Restore us, again.
2You havemade the land tremble.

You have torn it.
Mend its fractures,

for it quakes.
3You have shown your people hard things.

You havemade us drink the wine that makes us stagger.
4You have given a banner to those who fear you,

that it may be displayed because of the truth.
Selah.

5 So that your belovedmay be delivered,
save with your right hand, and answer us.

6God has spoken from his sanctuary:
“I will triumph.
I will divide Shechem,
andmeasure out the valley of Succoth.
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7Gilead is mine, andManasseh is mine.
Ephraim also is the defense of my head.
Judah is my scepter.

8Moab is mywash basin.
I will throwmy sandal on Edom.
I shout in triumph over Philistia.”

9Whowill bringme into the strong city?
Who has ledme to Edom?

10Haven’t you, God, rejected us?
You don’t go out with our armies, God.

11Give us help against the adversary,
for the help of man is vain.

12Through Godwewill do valiantly,
for it is he whowill tread down our adversaries.

61
For the Chief Musician. For a stringed instrument. By David.
1Hearmy cry, God.

Listen to my prayer.
2From the end of the earth, Iwill call to youwhenmyheart is overwhelmed.

Leadme to the rock that is higher than I.
3For you have been a refuge for me,

a strong tower from the enemy.
4 I will dwell in your tent forever.

I will take refuge in the shelter of your wings.
Selah.

5For you, God, have heardmy vows.
You have givenme the heritage of those who fear your name.

6Youwill prolong the king’s life.
His years will be for generations.

7He shall be enthroned in God’s presence forever.
Appoint your loving kindness and truth, that theymay preserve him.

8 So I will sing praise to your name forever,
that I may fulfill my vows daily.

62
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A Psalm by David.
1My soul rests in God alone.

My salvation is from him.
2He alone is my rock, my salvation, andmy fortress.

I will never be greatly shaken.
3How long will you assault a man?

Would all of you throw him down,
like a leaning wall, like a tottering fence?

4They fully intend to throw him down from his lofty place.
They delight in lies.
They bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly.

Selah.
5My soul, wait in silence for God alone,

for my expectation is from him.
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6He alone is my rock andmy salvation, my fortress.
I will not be shaken.

7My salvation andmy honor is with God.
The rock of my strength, andmy refuge, is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, you people.
Pour out your heart before him.
God is a refuge for us.

Selah.
9 Surely men of low degree are just a breath,

andmen of high degree are a lie.
In the balances they will go up.

They are together lighter than a breath.
10Don’t trust in oppression.

Don’t become vain in robbery.
If riches increase,

don’t set your heart on them.
11God has spoken once;

twice I have heard this,
that power belongs to God.

12Also to you, Lord, belongs loving kindness,
for you reward everyman according to his work.

63
A Psalm by David, when he was in the desert of Judah.
1God, you aremy God.

I will earnestly seek you.
My soul thirsts for you.

My flesh longs for you,
in a dry andweary land, where there is no water.

2 So I have seen you in the sanctuary,
watching your power and your glory.

3Because your loving kindness is better than life,
my lips shall praise you.

4 So I will bless you while I live.
I will lift upmy hands in your name.

5My soul shall be satisfied as with the richest food.
Mymouth shall praise you with joyful lips,
6when I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you in the night watches.

7For you have beenmy help.
I will rejoice in the shadow of your wings.

8My soul stays close to you.
Your right hand holds me up.

9But those who seekmy soul to destroy it
shall go into the lower parts of the earth.

10They shall be given over to the power of the sword.
They shall be jackal food.

11But the king shall rejoice in God.
Everyone who swears by himwill praise him,
for themouth of those who speak lies shall be silenced.
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64
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy voice, God, in my complaint.

Preservemy life from fear of the enemy.
2Hideme from the conspiracy of the wicked,

from the noisy crowd of the ones doing evil;
3who sharpen their tongue like a sword,

and aim their arrows, deadly words,
4 to shoot innocent men from ambushes.
They shoot at him suddenly and fearlessly.

5They encourage themselves in evil plans.
They talk about laying snares secretly.
They say, “Whowill see them?”

6They plot injustice, saying, “We havemade a perfect plan!”
Surely man’s mind and heart are cunning.

7But God will shoot at them.
They will be suddenly struck downwith an arrow.

8Their own tongues shall ruin them.
All who see themwill shake their heads.

9All mankind shall be afraid.
They shall declare the work of God,
and shall wisely ponder what he has done.

10The righteous shall be glad in the LORD,
and shall take refuge in him.
All the upright in heart shall praise him!

65
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David. A song.
1Praise waits for you, God, in Zion.

Vows shall be performed to you.
2Youwho hear prayer,

all menwill come to you.
3 Sins overwhelmedme,

but you atoned for our transgressions.
4Blessed is the one whom you choose and cause to come near,

that hemay live in your courts.
Wewill be filled with the goodness of your house,
your holy temple.

5By awesome deeds of righteousness, you answer us,
God of our salvation.

You who are the hope of all the ends of the earth,
of those who are far away on the sea.

6By your power, you form themountains,
having armed yourself with strength.

7You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
and the turmoil of the nations.

8They also who dwell in faraway places are afraid at your wonders.
You call the morning’s dawn and the evening with songs of joy.

9You visit the earth, and water it.
You greatly enrich it.
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The river of God is full of water.
You provide them grain, for so you have ordained it.

10You drench its furrows.
You level its ridges.
You soften it with showers.
You bless it with a crop.

11You crown the year with your bounty.
Your carts overflowwith abundance.

12The wilderness grasslands overflow.
The hills are clothed with gladness.

13The pastures are covered with flocks.
The valleys also are clothed with grain.

They shout for joy!
They also sing.

66
For the Chief Musician. A song. A Psalm.
1Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!

2 Sing to the glory of his name!
Offer glory and praise!

3Tell God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Through the greatness of your power, your enemies submit themselves
to you.

4All the earth will worship you,
and will sing to you;
they will sing to your name.”

Selah.
5Come, and see God’s deeds—

awesomework on behalf of the children of men.
6He turned the sea into dry land.

They went through the river on foot.
There, we rejoiced in him.

7He rules by his might forever.
His eyes watch the nations.
Don’t let the rebellious rise up against him.

Selah.
8Praise our God, you peoples!

Make the sound of his praise heard,
9who preserves our life among the living,

and doesn’t allow our feet to bemoved.
10For you, God, have tested us.

You have refined us, as silver is refined.
11You brought us into prison.

You laid a burden on our backs.
12You allowedmen to ride over our heads.

Wewent through fire and through water,
but you brought us to the place of abundance.

13 I will come into your temple with burnt offerings.
I will paymy vows to you,
14whichmy lips promised,
andmymouth spoke, when I was in distress.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fat animals,
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with the offering of rams,
I will offer bulls with goats.

Selah.
16Come and hear, all you who fear God.

I will declare what he has done for my soul.
17 I cried to himwithmymouth.

He was extolled withmy tongue.
18 If I cherished sin inmy heart,

the Lord wouldn’t have listened.
19But most certainly, God has listened.

He has heard the voice of my prayer.
20Blessed be God, who has not turned awaymy prayer,

nor his loving kindness fromme.

67
For the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments. A Psalm. A song.
1May God bemerciful to us, bless us,

and cause his face to shine on us.
Selah.

2That your waymay be known on earth,
and your salvation among all nations,

3 let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

4Oh let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you will judge the peoples with equity,
and govern the nations on earth.

Selah.
5Let the peoples praise you, God.

Let all the peoples praise you.
6The earth has yielded its increase.

God, even our own God, will bless us.
7Godwill bless us.

All the ends of the earth shall fear him.

68
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David. A song.
1Let God arise!

Let his enemies be scattered!
Let themwho hate him also flee before him.

2As smoke is driven away,
so drive them away.

As waxmelts before the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad.
Let them rejoice before God.
Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.

4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Extol himwho rides on the clouds:

to the LORD,* his name!
Rejoice before him!

5A father of the fatherless, and a defender of the widows,
* 68:4 Hebrew: יה Yah
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is God in his holy habitation.
6God sets the lonely in families.
He brings out the prisoners with singing,

but the rebellious dwell in a sun-scorched land.
7God, when youwent out before your people,

when youmarched through the wilderness...
Selah.

8The earth trembled.
The sky also poured down rain at the presence of the God of Sinai—
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9You, God, sent a plentiful rain.
You confirmed your inheritance when it was weary.

10Your congregation lived therein.
You, God, prepared your goodness for the poor.

11The Lord announced the word.
The ones who proclaim it are a great company.

12 “Kings of armies flee! They flee!”
She whowaits at home divides the plunder,
13while you sleep among the camp fires,
the wings of a dove sheathed with silver,
her feathers with shining gold.

14When the Almighty scattered kings in her,
it snowed on Zalmon.

15Themountains of Bashan aremajestic mountains.
Themountains of Bashan are rugged.

16Why do you look in envy, you ruggedmountains,
at the mountain where God chooses to reign?
Yes, the LORD†will dwell there forever.

17The chariots of God are tens of thousands and thousands of thousands.
The Lord is among them, from Sinai, into the sanctuary.

18You have ascended on high.
You have led away captives.

You have received gifts among people,
yes, among the rebellious also, that the LORD‡ Godmight dwell there.

19Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burdens,
even the Godwho is our salvation.

Selah.
20God is to us a God of deliverance.

To GOD,§ the Lord, belongs escape from death.
21But God will strike through the head of his enemies,

the hairy scalp of such a one as still continues in his guiltiness.
22The Lord said, “I will bring you again from Bashan,

I will bring you again from the depths of the sea,
23 that youmay crush them, dipping your foot in blood,
† 68:16 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 68:18 Hebrew: יה Yah § 68:20 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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that the tongues of your dogs may have their portion from your ene-
mies.”

24They have seen your processions, God,
even the processions of my God, my King, into the sanctuary.

25The singers went before, the minstrels followed after,
among the ladies playing with tambourines,

26 “Bless God in the congregations,
even the Lord in the assembly of Israel!”

27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
the princes of Judah, their council,
the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali.

28Your God has commanded your strength.
Strengthen, God, that which you have done for us.

29Because of your temple at Jerusalem,
kings shall bring presents to you.

30Rebuke the wild animal of the reeds,
the multitude of the bulls with the calves of the peoples.

Trample under foot the bars of silver.
Scatter the nations who delight in war.

31Princes shall come out of Egypt.
Ethiopia shall hurry to stretch out her hands to God.

32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth!
Sing praises to the Lord—

Selah—
33 to himwho rides on the heaven of heavens, which are of old;

behold, he utters his voice, a mighty voice.
34Ascribe strength to God!

His excellency is over Israel,
his strength is in the skies.

35You are awesome, God, in your sanctuaries.
The God of Israel gives strength and power to his people.
Praise be to God!

69
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Lilies.” By David.
1 Saveme, God,

for the waters have come up tomy neck!
2 I sink in deepmire, where there is no foothold.

I have come into deep waters, where the floods overflowme.
3 I amweary withmy crying.

My throat is dry.
My eyes fail looking for my God.

4Those who hate mewithout a cause are more than the hairs of my head.
Thosewhowant to cutmeoff, beingmyenemieswrongfully, aremighty.
I have to restore what I didn’t take away.

5God, you knowmy foolishness.
My sins aren’t hidden from you.

6 Don’t let those who wait for you be shamed through me, Lord GOD of
Armies.
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Don’t let thosewho seek you be brought to dishonor throughme, God of
Israel.

7Because for your sake, I have borne reproach.
Shame has coveredmy face.

8 I have become a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to mymother’s children.

9For the zeal of your house consumesme.
The reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen onme.

10When I wept and I fasted,
that was to my reproach.

11When I made sackclothmy clothing,
I became a byword to them.

12Those who sit in the gate talk about me.
I am the song of the drunkards.

13But as for me, my prayer is to you, LORD, in an acceptable time.
God, in the abundance of your loving kindness, answer me in the truth
of your salvation.

14Deliver me out of themire, and don’t let me sink.
Letmebedelivered from thosewhohateme, andout of thedeepwaters.

15Don’t let the flood waters overwhelmme,
neither let the deep swallowme up.
Don’t let the pit shut its mouth onme.

16Answerme, LORD, for your loving kindness is good.
According to themultitude of your tender mercies, turn to me.

17Don’t hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress.
Answerme speedily!

18Draw near to my soul and redeem it.
Ransomme because of my enemies.

19You knowmy reproach, my shame, andmy dishonor.
My adversaries are all before you.

20Reproach has brokenmy heart, and I am full of heaviness.
I looked for some to take pity, but there was none;
for comforters, but I found none.

21They also gaveme poison for my food.
In my thirst, they gaveme vinegar to drink.

22Let their table before them become a snare.
May it become a retribution and a trap.

23Let their eyes be darkened, so that they can’t see.
Let their backs be continually bent.

24Pour out your indignation on them.
Let the fierceness of your anger overtake them.

25Let their habitation be desolate.
Let no one dwell in their tents.

26For they persecute himwhom you have wounded.
They tell of the sorrow of those whom you have hurt.

27Charge themwith crime upon crime.
Don’t let them come into your righteousness.

28Let them be blotted out of the book of life,
and not be written with the righteous.
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29But I am in pain and distress.
Let your salvation, God, protect me.

30 I will praise the name of God with a song,
and will magnify himwith thanksgiving.

31 It will please the LORD better than an ox,
or a bull that has horns and hoofs.

32The humble have seen it, and are glad.
You who seek after God, let your heart live.

33For the LORD hears the needy,
and doesn’t despise his captive people.

34Let heaven and earth praise him;
the seas, and everything that moves therein!

35For God will save Zion, and build the cities of Judah.
They shall settle there, and own it.

36The children also of his servants shall inherit it.
Those who love his name shall dwell therein.

70
For the Chief Musician. By David. A reminder.
1Hurry, God, to deliver me.

Come quickly to help me, LORD.
2Let them be disappointed and confounded who seekmy soul.

Let those who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace.
3Let them be turned because of their shame

who say, “Aha! Aha!”
4Let all those who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.

Let those who love your salvation continually say,
“Let God be exalted!”

5But I am poor and needy.
Come tome quickly, God.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
LORD, don’t delay.

71
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Never let me be disappointed.
2Deliver me in your righteousness, and rescueme.

Turn your ear to me, and saveme.
3Be tome a rock of refuge to which I may always go.

Give the command to saveme,
for you aremy rock andmy fortress.

4Rescueme, my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.

5For you aremy hope, Lord GOD,
my confidence frommy youth.

6 I have relied on you from the womb.
You are he who tookme out of mymother’s womb.
I will always praise you.

7 I am amarvel to many,
but you aremy strong refuge.

8Mymouth shall be filled with your praise,
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with your honor all day long.
9Don’t reject me inmy old age.

Don’t forsakemewhenmy strength fails.
10Formy enemies talk about me.

Those whowatch for my soul conspire together,
11 saying, “God has forsaken him.
Pursue and take him, for no one will rescue him.”

12God, don’t be far fromme.
My God, hurry to help me.

13Let my accusers be disappointed and consumed.
Let them be covered with disgrace and scorn whowant to harmme.

14But I will always hope,
and will add to all of your praise.

15Mymouth will tell about your righteousness,
and of your salvation all day,
though I don’t know its full measure.

16 I will comewith themighty acts of the Lord GOD.
I will makemention of your righteousness, even of yours alone.

17God, you have taught me frommy youth.
Until now, I have declared your wondrous works.

18Yes, even when I am old and gray-haired, God, don’t forsakeme,
until I have declared your strength to the next generation,
yourmight to everyone who is to come.

19God, your righteousness also reaches to the heavens.
You have done great things.
God, who is like you?

20You, who have shown usmany and bitter troubles,
you will let me live.
You will bring us up again from the depths of the earth.

21 Increase my honor
and comfort me again.

22 I will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, my God.
I sing praises to you with the lyre, Holy One of Israel.

23My lips shall shout for joy!
My soul, which you have redeemed, sings praises to you!

24My tongue will also talk about your righteousness all day long,
for they are disappointed, and they are confounded,
whowant to harmme.

72
By Solomon.
1God, give the king your justice;

your righteousness to the royal son.
2Hewill judge your people with righteousness,

and your poor with justice.
3Themountains shall bring prosperity to the people.

The hills bring the fruit of righteousness.
4Hewill judge the poor of the people.

He will save the children of the needy,
and will break the oppressor in pieces.
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5They shall fear you while the sun endures;
and as long as themoon, throughout all generations.

6Hewill come down like rain on themown grass,
as showers that water the earth.

7 In his days, the righteous shall flourish,
and abundance of peace, until the moon is nomore.

8He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,
from the River to the ends of the earth.

9Those who dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him.
His enemies shall lick the dust.

10The kings of Tarshish and of the islands will bring tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

11Yes, all kings shall fall down before him.
All nations shall serve him.

12For he will deliver the needy when he cries;
the poor, who has no helper.

13Hewill have pity on the poor and needy.
He will save the souls of the needy.

14Hewill redeem their soul from oppression and violence.
Their blood will be precious in his sight.

15Hewill live; and Sheba’s gold will be given to him.
Menwill pray for him continually.
They will bless him all day long.

16Abundance of grain shall be throughout the land.
Its fruit sways like Lebanon.
Let it flourish, thriving like the grass of the field.

17His name endures forever.
His name continues as long as the sun.

Men shall be blessed by him.
All nations will call him blessed.

18Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who alone does marvelous deeds.

19Blessed be his glorious name forever!
Let the whole earth be filled with his glory!

Amen and amen.
20This ends the prayers by David, the son of Jesse.

BOOK 3
73

A Psalm by Asaph.
1 Surely God* is good to Israel,

to those who are pure in heart.
2But as for me, my feet were almost gone.

My steps had nearly slipped.
3For I was envious of the arrogant,

when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
4For there are no struggles in their death,

but their strength is firm.

* 73:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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5They are free from burdens of men,
neither are they plagued like other men.

6Therefore pride is like a chain around their neck.
Violence covers them like a garment.

7Their eyes bulge with fat.
Their minds pass the limits of conceit.

8They scoff and speak withmalice.
In arrogance, they threaten oppression.

9They have set their mouth in the heavens.
Their tongue walks through the earth.

10Therefore their people return to them,
and they drink up waters of abundance.

11They say, “How does God know?
Is there knowledge in theMost High?”

12Behold, these are the wicked.
Being always at ease, they increase in riches.

13 Surely I have cleansedmy heart in vain,
and washedmy hands in innocence,

14For all day long I have been plagued,
and punished everymorning.

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus”,
behold, I would have betrayed the generation of your children.

16When I tried to understand this,
it was too painful for me—

17until I entered God’s sanctuary,
and considered their latter end.

18 Surely you set them in slippery places.
You throw them down to destruction.

19How they are suddenly destroyed!
They are completely swept away with terrors.

20As a dreamwhen one wakes up,
so, Lord,†when you awake, you will despise their fantasies.

21Formy soul was grieved.
I was embittered inmy heart.

22 I was so senseless and ignorant.
I was a brute beast before you.

23Nevertheless, I am continually with you.
You have heldmy right hand.

24Youwill guidemewith your counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory.

25Whom do I have in heaven?
There is no one on earth whom I desire besides you.

26My flesh andmy heart fails,
but God is the strength of my heart andmy portion forever.

27For, behold, those who are far from you shall perish.
You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to you.

28But it is good for me to come close to God.
I havemade the Lord GOD‡my refuge,

† 73:20 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 73:28 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced
Yahweh).
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that I may tell of all your works.

74
A contemplation by Asaph.
1God, why have you rejected us forever?

Why does your anger smolder against the sheep of your pasture?
2Remember your congregation, which you purchased of old,

which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your inheritance:
Mount Zion, in which you have lived.

3Lift up your feet to the perpetual ruins,
all the evil that the enemy has done in the sanctuary.

4Your adversaries have roared in themiddle of your assembly.
They have set up their standards as signs.

5They behaved like menwielding axes,
cutting through a thicket of trees.

6Now they break all its carved work downwith hatchet and hammers.
7They have burned your sanctuary to the ground.
They have profaned the dwelling place of your Name.

8They said in their heart, “Wewill crush them completely.”
They have burned up all the places in the land where God was wor-
shiped.

9We see nomiraculous signs.
There is no longer any prophet,
neither is there among us anyone who knows how long.

10How long, God, shall the adversary reproach?
Shall the enemy blaspheme your name forever?

11Why do you draw back your hand, even your right hand?
Take it from your chest and consume them!

12Yet God is my King of old,
working salvation throughout the earth.

13You divided the sea by your strength.
You broke the heads of the seamonsters in the waters.

14You broke the heads of Leviathan in pieces.
You gave him as food to people and desert creatures.

15You opened up spring and stream.
You dried upmighty rivers.

16The day is yours, the night is also yours.
You have prepared the light and the sun.

17You have set all the boundaries of the earth.
You havemade summer andwinter.

18Remember this, that the enemy hasmocked you, LORD.
Foolish people have blasphemed your name.

19Don’t deliver the soul of your dove to wild beasts.
Don’t forget the life of your poor forever.

20Honor your covenant,
for haunts of violence fill the dark places of the earth.

21Don’t let the oppressed return ashamed.
Let the poor and needy praise your name.
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22Arise, God! Plead your own cause.
Remember how the foolishmanmocks you all day.

23Don’t forget the voice of your adversaries.
The tumult of those who rise up against you ascends continually.

75
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do Not Destroy.” A Psalm by Asaph.
A song.
1We give thanks to you, God.

We give thanks, for your Name is near.
Men tell about your wondrous works.

2When I choose the appointed time,
I will judge blamelessly.

3The earth and all its inhabitants quake.
I firmly hold its pillars.

Selah.
4 I said to the arrogant, “Don’t boast!”

I said to the wicked, “Don’t lift up the horn.
5Don’t lift up your horn on high.

Don’t speak with a stiff neck.”
6For neither from the east, nor from the west,

nor yet from the south, comes exaltation.
7But God is the judge.

He puts down one, and lifts up another.
8For in the LORD’s hand there is a cup,

full of foaming winemixed with spices.
He pours it out.

Indeed the wicked of the earth drink and drink it to its very dregs.

9But I will declare this forever:
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 I will cut off all the horns of the wicked,
but the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.

76
For the ChiefMusician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1 In Judah, God is known.

His name is great in Israel.
2His tabernacle is also in Salem.

His dwelling place in Zion.
3There he broke the flaming arrows of the bow,

the shield, and the sword, and the weapons of war.
Selah.

4Glorious are you, and excellent,
more thanmountains of game.

5Valiant men lie plundered,
they have slept their last sleep.
None of themen of war can lift their hands.
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6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,
both chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep.

7You, even you, are to be feared.
Who can stand in your sight when you are angry?

8You pronounced judgment from heaven.
The earth feared, and was silent,
9when God arose to judgment,
to save all the afflicted ones of the earth.

Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man praises you.

The survivors of your wrath are restrained.
11Make vows to the LORD your God, and fulfill them!

Let all of his neighbors bring presents to himwho is to be feared.
12Hewill cut off the spirit of princes.

He is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A Psalm by Asaph.
1My cry goes to God!

Indeed, I cry to God for help,
and for him to listen to me.

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord.
My handwas stretched out in the night, and didn’t get tired.
My soul refused to be comforted.

3 I remember God, and I groan.
I complain, andmy spirit is overwhelmed.

Selah.
4You holdmy eyelids open.

I am so troubled that I can’t speak.
5 I have considered the days of old,

the years of ancient times.
6 I remembermy song in the night.

I consider inmy own heart;
my spirit diligently inquires:

7 “Will the Lord reject us forever?
Will he be favorable nomore?

8Has his loving kindness vanished forever?
Does his promise fail for generations?

9Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he, in anger, withheld his compassion?”

Selah.
10Then I thought, “I will appeal to this:

the years of the right hand of the Most High.”
11 I will remember the LORD’s deeds;

for I will remember your wonders of old.
12 I will also meditate on all your work,

and consider your doings.
13Your way, God, is in the sanctuary.

What god is great like God?
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14You are the Godwho does wonders.
You havemade your strength known among the peoples.

15You have redeemed your people with your arm,
the sons of Jacob and Joseph.

Selah.
16The waters saw you, God.

The waters saw you, and they writhed.
The depths also convulsed.

17The clouds poured out water.
The skies resounded with thunder.
Your arrows also flashed around.

18The voice of your thunder was in the whirlwind.
The lightnings lit up the world.
The earth trembled and shook.

19Your way was through the sea,
your paths through the great waters.
Your footsteps were not known.

20You led your people like a flock,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
A contemplation by Asaph.
1Hearmy teaching, my people.

Turn your ears to the words of mymouth.
2 I will openmymouth in a parable.

I will utter dark sayings of old,
3which we have heard and known,

and our fathers have told us.
4Wewill not hide them from their children,

telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD,
his strength, and his wondrous deeds that he has done.

5For he established a covenant in Jacob,
and appointed a teaching in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers,
that they shouldmake them known to their children;

6 that the generation to comemight know, even the children who should be
born;

who should arise and tell their children,
7 that theymight set their hope in God,

and not forget God’s deeds,
but keep his commandments,

8andmight not be as their fathers—
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that didn’t make their hearts loyal,
whose spirit was not steadfast with God.

9The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows,
turned back in the day of battle.

10They didn’t keep God’s covenant,
and refused to walk in his law.

11They forgot his doings,
his wondrous deeds that he had shown them.
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12He didmarvelous things in the sight of their fathers,
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

13He split the sea, and caused them to pass through.
Hemade the waters stand as a heap.

14 In the daytime he also led themwith a cloud,
and all night with a light of fire.

15He split rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them drink abundantly as out of the depths.

16He brought streams also out of the rock,
and caused waters to run down like rivers.

17Yet they still went on to sin against him,
to rebel against the Most High in the desert.

18They tempted God in their heart
by asking food according to their desire.

19Yes, they spoke against God.
They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?

20Behold, he struck the rock, so that waters gushed out,
and streams overflowed.

Can he give bread also?
Will he providemeat for his people?”

21Therefore the LORD heard, and was angry.
A fire was kindled against Jacob,
anger also went up against Israel,

22because they didn’t believe in God,
and didn’t trust in his salvation.

23Yet he commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven.

24He rained downmanna on them to eat,
and gave them food from the sky.

25Man ate the bread of angels.
He sent them food to the full.

26He caused the east wind to blow in the sky.
By his power he guided the south wind.

27He also rainedmeat on them as the dust,
winged birds as the sand of the seas.

28He let them fall in themiddle of their camp,
around their habitations.

29 So they ate, and were well filled.
He gave them their own desire.

30They didn’t turn from their cravings.
Their food was yet in their mouths,
31when the anger of God went up against them,
killed some of their strongest,
and struck down the youngmen of Israel.

32For all this they still sinned,
and didn’t believe in his wondrous works.

33Therefore he consumed their days in vanity,
and their years in terror.

34When he killed them, then they inquired after him.
They returned and sought God earnestly.

35They remembered that God was their rock,
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the Most High God, their redeemer.
36But they flattered himwith their mouth,

and lied to himwith their tongue.
37For their heart was not right with him,

neither were they faithful in his covenant.
38But he, beingmerciful, forgave iniquity, and didn’t destroy them.

Yes, many times he turned his anger away,
and didn’t stir up all his wrath.

39He remembered that they were but flesh,
a wind that passes away, and doesn’t come again.

40How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness,
and grieved him in the desert!

41They turned again and tempted God,
and provoked the Holy One of Israel.

42They didn’t remember his hand,
nor the day when he redeemed them from the adversary;

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
his wonders in the field of Zoan,

44he turned their rivers into blood,
and their streams, so that they could not drink.

45He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them;
and frogs, which destroyed them.

46He also gave their increase to the caterpillar,
and their labor to the locust.

47He destroyed their vines with hail,
their sycamore fig trees with frost.

48He also gave over their livestock to the hail,
and their flocks to hot thunderbolts.

49He threw on them the fierceness of his anger,
wrath, indignation, and trouble,
and a band of angels of evil.

50Hemade a path for his anger.
He didn’t spare their soul from death,
but gave their life over to the pestilence,

51and struck all the firstborn in Egypt,
the chief of their strength in the tents of Ham.

52But he led out his own people like sheep,
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.

53He led them safely, so that they weren’t afraid,
but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.

54He brought them to the border of his sanctuary,
to this mountain, which his right hand had taken.

55He also drove out the nations before them,
allotted them for an inheritance by line,
andmade the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents.

56Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God,
and didn’t keep his testimonies,

57but turned back, and dealt treacherously like their fathers.
They were twisted like a deceitful bow.

58For they provoked him to anger with their high places,
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andmoved him to jealousy with their engraved images.
59When God heard this, he was angry,

and greatly abhorred Israel,
60 so that he abandoned the tent of Shiloh,

the tent which he placed amongmen,
61and delivered his strength into captivity,

his glory into the adversary’s hand.
62He also gave his people over to the sword,

and was angry with his inheritance.
63Fire devoured their youngmen.

Their virgins had no wedding song.
64Their priests fell by the sword,

and their widows couldn’t weep.
65Then the Lord awakened as one out of sleep,

like amighty manwho shouts by reason of wine.
66He struck his adversaries backward.

He put them to a perpetual reproach.
67Moreover he rejected the tent of Joseph,

and didn’t choose the tribe of Ephraim,
68But chose the tribe of Judah,

Mount Zion which he loved.
69He built his sanctuary like the heights,

like the earth which he has established forever.
70He also chose David his servant,

and took him from the sheepfolds;
71 from following the ewes that have their young,

he brought him to be the shepherd of Jacob, his people,
and Israel, his inheritance.

72 So he was their shepherd according to the integrity of his heart,
and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.

79
A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, the nations have come into your inheritance.

They have defiled your holy temple.
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.

2 They have given the dead bodies of your servants to be food for the birds
of the sky,

the flesh of your saints to the animals of the earth.
3They have shed their blood like water around Jerusalem.

There was no one to bury them.
4We have become a reproach to our neighbors,

a scoffing and derision to those who are around us.
5How long, LORD?

Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like fire?

6Pour out your wrath on the nations that don’t know you,
on the kingdoms that don’t call on your name,

7 for they have devoured Jacob,
and destroyed his homeland.
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8Don’t hold the iniquities of our forefathers against us.
Let your tender mercies speedily meet us,
for we are in desperate need.

9Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory of your name.
Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.

10Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Let it be known among the nations, before our eyes,
that vengeance for your servants’ blood is being poured out.

11Let the sighing of the prisoner come before you.
According to the greatness of your power, preserve those who are
sentenced to death.

12Pay back to our neighbors seven times into their bosom
their reproach with which they have reproached you, Lord.

13 So we, your people and sheep of your pasture,
will give you thanks forever.
Wewill praise you forever, to all generations.

80
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The Lilies of the Covenant.” A Psalm
by Asaph.
1Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock,
you who sit above the cherubim, shine out.

2Before Ephraim, Benjamin, andManasseh, stir up yourmight!
Come to save us!

3Turn us again, God.
Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

4LORD God of Armies,
how long will you be angry against the prayer of your people?

5You have fed themwith the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in large measure.

6Youmake us a source of contention to our neighbors.
Our enemies laugh among themselves.

7Turn us again, God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

8You brought a vine out of Egypt.
You drove out the nations, and planted it.

9You cleared the ground for it.
It took deep root, and filled the land.

10Themountains were covered with its shadow.
Its boughs were like God’s cedars.

11 It sent out its branches to the sea,
its shoots to the River.

12Why have you broken down its walls,
so that all those who pass by the way pluck it?

13The boar out of the wood ravages it.
The wild animals of the field feed on it.
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14Turn again, we beg you, God of Armies.
Look down from heaven, and see, and visit this vine,

15 the stock which your right hand planted,
the branch that youmade strong for yourself.

16 It’s burned with fire.
It’s cut down.
They perish at your rebuke.

17Let your hand be on theman of your right hand,
on the son of manwhom youmade strong for yourself.

18 So wewill not turn away from you.
Revive us, and wewill call on your name.

19Turn us again, LORD God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine, and wewill be saved.

81
For the Chief Musician. On an instrument of Gath. By Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God, our strength!

Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob!
2Raise a song, and bring here the tambourine,

the pleasant lyre with the harp.
3Blow the trumpet at the NewMoon,

at the full moon, on our feast day.
4For it is a statute for Israel,

an ordinance of the God of Jacob.
5He appointed it in Joseph for a covenant,

when he went out over the land of Egypt,
I heard a language that I didn’t know.

6 “I removed his shoulder from the burden.
His hands were freed from the basket.

7You called in trouble, and I delivered you.
I answered you in the secret place of thunder.
I tested you at the waters of Meribah.”

Selah.
8 “Hear, my people, and I will testify to you,

Israel, if you would listen to me!
9There shall be no strange god in you,

neither shall you worship any foreign god.
10 I am the LORD, your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open yourmouth wide, and I will fill it.

11But my people didn’t listen to my voice.
Israel desired none of me.

12 So I let them go after the stubbornness of their hearts,
that theymight walk in their own counsels.

13Oh that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk inmyways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turnmy hand against their adversaries.

15The haters of the LORDwould cringe before him,
and their punishment would last forever.
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16But he would have also fed themwith the finest of the wheat.
I will satisfy you with honey out of the rock.”

82
A Psalm by Asaph.
1God presides in the great assembly.

He judges among the gods.
2 “How long will you judge unjustly,

and show partiality to the wicked?”
Selah.

3 “Defend the weak, the poor, and the fatherless.
Maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.

4Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked.”

5They don’t know, neither do they understand.
They walk back and forth in darkness.
All the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
all of you are sons of the Most High.

7Nevertheless you shall die like men,
and fall like one of the rulers.”

8Arise, God, judge the earth,
for you inherit all of the nations.

83
A song. A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, don’t keep silent.

Don’t keep silent,
and don’t be still, God.

2For, behold, your enemies are stirred up.
Those who hate you have lifted up their heads.

3They conspire with cunning against your people.
They plot against your cherished ones.

4 “Come,” they say, “let’s destroy them as a nation,
that the name of Israel may be remembered nomore.”

5For they have conspired together with onemind.
They form an alliance against you.

6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;
Moab, and the Hagrites;

7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;

8Assyria also is joined with them.
They have helped the children of Lot.

Selah.
9Do to them as you did to Midian,

as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the river Kishon;
10who perished at Endor,

who became as dung for the earth.
11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,

yes, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
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12who said, “Let’s take possession of God’s pasture lands.”
13My God, make them like tumbleweed,

like chaff before the wind.
14As the fire that burns the forest,

as the flame that sets themountains on fire,
15 so pursue themwith your tempest,
and terrify themwith your storm.

16Fill their faces with confusion,
that theymay seek your name, LORD.

17Let them be disappointed and dismayed forever.
Yes, let them be confounded and perish;

18 that theymay know that you alone, whose name is the LORD,*
are theMost High over all the earth.

84
For the Chief Musician. On an instrument of Gath. A Psalm by the sons of
Korah.
1How lovely are your dwellings,

LORD of Armies!
2My soul longs, and even faints for the courts of the LORD.

My heart andmy flesh cry out for the living God.
3Yes, the sparrow has found a home,

and the swallow a nest for herself, where shemay have her young,
near your altars, LORD of Armies, my King, andmy God.

4Blessed are those who dwell in your house.
They are always praising you.

Selah.
5Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

who have set their hearts on a pilgrimage.
6Passing through the valley ofWeeping, theymake it a place of springs.

Yes, the autumn rain covers it with blessings.
7They go from strength to strength.

Every one of them appears before God in Zion.
8LORD, God of Armies, hear my prayer.

Listen, God of Jacob.
Selah.

9Behold, God our shield,
look at the face of your anointed.

10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God,
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

11For the LORD God is a sun and a shield.
The LORDwill give grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from those whowalk blamelessly.

12LORD of Armies,
blessed is themanwho trusts in you.

85
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
* 83:18 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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1LORD, you have been favorable to your land.
You have restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people.
You have covered all their sin.

Selah.
3You have taken away all your wrath.

You have turned from the fierceness of your anger.
4Turn us, God of our salvation,

and cause your indignation toward us to cease.
5Will you be angry with us forever?

Will you draw out your anger to all generations?
6Won’t you revive us again,

that your people may rejoice in you?
7 Show us your loving kindness, LORD.

Grant us your salvation.
8 I will hear what God, the LORD, will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people, his saints;
but let them not turn again to folly.

9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truthmeet together.
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11Truth springs out of the earth.
Righteousness has looked down from heaven.

12Yes, the LORDwill give that which is good.
Our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness goes before him,
and prepares the way for his steps.

86
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, and answerme,

for I am poor and needy.
2Preservemy soul, for I am godly.

You, my God, save your servant who trusts in you.
3Bemerciful to me, Lord,

for I call to you all day long.
4Bring joy to the soul of your servant,

for to you, Lord, do I lift upmy soul.
5For you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive,

abundant in loving kindness to all those who call on you.
6Hear, LORD, my prayer.

Listen to the voice of my petitions.
7 In the day of my trouble I will call on you,

for you will answerme.
8There is no one like you among the gods, Lord,

nor any deeds like your deeds.
9All nations you havemade will come andworship before you, Lord.

They shall glorify your name.
10For you are great, and do wondrous things.
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You are God alone.
11Teachme your way, LORD.

I will walk in your truth.
Makemy heart undivided to fear your name.

12 I will praise you, Lordmy God, withmywhole heart.
I will glorify your name forever more.

13For your loving kindness is great towardme.
You have deliveredmy soul from the lowest Sheol.*

14God, the proud have risen up against me.
A company of violent men have sought after my soul,
and they don’t hold regard for you before them.

15But you, Lord, are amerciful and gracious God,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness and truth.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme!
Give your strength to your servant.
Save the son of your servant.

17 Showme a sign of your goodness,
that those who hate memay see it, and be shamed,
because you, LORD, have helpedme, and comfortedme.

87
A Psalm by the sons of Korah; a Song.
1His foundation is in the holy mountains.

2The LORD loves the gates of Zionmore than all the dwellings of Jacob.
3Glorious things are spoken about you, city of God.

Selah.
4 I will record Rahab* and Babylon among those who acknowledgeme.

Behold, Philistia, Tyre, and also Ethiopia:
“This one was born there.”

5Yes, of Zion it will be said, “This one and that one was born in her;”
the Most High himself will establish her.

6The LORDwill count, when he writes up the peoples,
“This one was born there.”

Selah.
7Those who sing as well as those who dance say,

“All my springs are in you.”
88

A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah. For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“The Suffering of Affliction.” A contemplation by Heman, the Ezrahite.
1LORD, the God of my salvation,

I have cried day and night before you.
2Let my prayer enter into your presence.

Turn your ear to my cry.
3Formy soul is full of troubles.

My life draws near to Sheol.*
4 I am counted among those who go down into the pit.

I am like amanwho has no help,

* 86:13 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 87:4 Rahab is a reference to Egypt. * 88:3 Sheol is the
place of the dead.
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5 set apart among the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember nomore.
They are cut off from your hand.

6You have laid me in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.

7Your wrath lies heavily onme.
You have afflictedmewith all your waves.

Selah.
8You have takenmy friends fromme.

You havemademe an abomination to them.
I am confined, and I can’t escape.

9My eyes are dim from grief.
I have called on you daily, LORD.
I have spread out my hands to you.

10Do you showwonders to the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and praise you?

Selah.
11 Is your loving kindness declared in the grave?

Or your faithfulness in Destruction?
12Are your wonders made known in the dark?

Or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?
13But to you, LORD, I have cried.

In themorning, my prayer comes before you.
14LORD, why do you reject my soul?

Why do you hide your face fromme?
15 I am afflicted and ready to die frommy youth up.

While I suffer your terrors, I am distracted.
16Your fierce wrath has gone over me.

Your terrors have cut me off.
17They came aroundme like water all day long.

They completely engulfedme.
18You have put lover and friend far fromme,

andmy friends into darkness.

89
A contemplation by Ethan, the Ezrahite.
1 I will sing of the loving kindness of the LORD forever.

Withmymouth, I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I indeed declare, “Love stands firm forever.

You established the heavens.
Your faithfulness is in them.”

3 “I havemade a covenant withmy chosen one,
I have sworn to David, my servant,

4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever,
and build up your throne to all generations.’ ”

Selah.
5The heavens will praise your wonders, LORD,

your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.
6For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?
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Who among the sons of the heavenly beings is like the LORD,
7a very awesome God in the council of the holy ones,

to be feared above all those who are around him?
8LORD,* God of Armies, who is a mighty one, like you?

LORD,† your faithfulness is around you.
9You rule the pride of the sea.

When its waves rise up, you calm them.
10You have broken Rahab in pieces, like one of the slain.

You have scattered your enemies with yourmighty arm.
11The heavens are yours.

The earth also is yours,
the world and its fullness.
You have founded them.

12You have created the north and the south.
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your name.

13You have amighty arm.
Your hand is strong, and your right hand is exalted.

14Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne.
Loving kindness and truth go before your face.

15Blessed are the people who learn to acclaim you.
They walk in the light of your presence, LORD.

16 In your name they rejoice all day.
In your righteousness, they are exalted.

17For you are the glory of their strength.
In your favor, our horn will be exalted.

18For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19Then you spoke in vision to your saints,
and said, “I have given strength to the warrior.
I have exalted a youngman from the people.

20 I have found David, my servant.
I have anointed himwithmy holy oil,

21with whommy hand shall be established.
My armwill also strengthen him.

22No enemywill tax him.
No wickedmanwill oppress him.

23 I will beat down his adversaries before him,
and strike those who hate him.

24But my faithfulness andmy loving kindness will be with him.
Inmy name, his horn will be exalted.

25 I will set his hand also on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.

26Hewill call to me, ‘You aremy Father,
my God, and the rock of my salvation!’

27 I will also appoint himmy firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.

28 I will keepmy loving kindness for him forever more.

* 89:8 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 89:8 Hebrew: יה Yah
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My covenant will stand firmwith him.
29 I will also make his offspring endure forever,

and his throne as the days of heaven.
30 If his children forsakemy law,

and don’t walk inmy ordinances;
31 if they breakmy statutes,

and don’t keepmy commandments;
32 then I will punish their sin with the rod,

and their iniquity with stripes.
33But I will not completely takemy loving kindness from him,

nor allowmy faithfulness to fail.
34 I will not breakmy covenant,

nor alter what my lips have uttered.
35Once I have sworn bymy holiness,

I will not lie to David.
36His offspring will endure forever,

his throne like the sun before me.
37 It will be established forever like themoon,

the faithful witness in the sky.”
Selah.

38But you have rejected and spurned.
You have been angry with your anointed.

39You have renounced the covenant of your servant.
You have defiled his crown in the dust.

40You have broken down all his hedges.
You have brought his strongholds to ruin.

41All who pass by the way rob him.
He has become a reproach to his neighbors.
42You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries.

You havemade all of his enemies rejoice.
43Yes, you turn back the edge of his sword,

and haven’t supported him in battle.
44You have ended his splendor,

and thrown his throne down to the ground.
45You have shortened the days of his youth.

You have covered himwith shame.
Selah.

46How long, LORD?
Will you hide yourself forever?
Will your wrath burn like fire?

47Remember how short my time is,
for what vanity you have created all the children of men!

48Whatman is he who shall live and not see death,
who shall deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?‡

Selah.
49Lord, where are your former loving kindnesses,

which you swore to David in your faithfulness?
50Remember, Lord, the reproach of your servants,

how I bear inmy heart the taunts of all the mighty peoples,
‡ 89:48 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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51With which your enemies havemocked, LORD,
with which they havemocked the footsteps of your anointed one.

52Blessed be the LORD forever more.
Amen, and Amen.

BOOK 4
90

A Prayer byMoses, the man of God.*
1Lord,† you have been our dwelling place for all generations.

2Before themountains were born,
before you had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.

3You turnman to destruction, saying,
“Return, you children of men.”

4For a thousand years in your sight are just like yesterday when it is past,
like a watch in the night.

5You sweep them away as they sleep.
In themorning they sprout like new grass.

6 In themorning it sprouts and springs up.
By evening, it is withered and dry.

7For we are consumed in your anger.
We are troubled in your wrath.

8You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.

9For all our days have passed away in your wrath.
We bring our years to an end as a sigh.

10The days of our years are seventy,
or even by reason of strength eighty years;
yet their pride is but labor and sorrow,
for it passes quickly, and we fly away.

11Who knows the power of your anger,
your wrath according to the fear that is due to you?

12 So teach us to count our days,
that wemay gain a heart of wisdom.

13Relent, LORD!‡
How long?
Have compassion on your servants!

14 Satisfy us in themorning with your loving kindness,
that wemay rejoice and be glad all our days.

15Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
for as many years as we have seen evil.

16Let your work appear to your servants,
your glory to their children.

17Let the favor of the Lord our God be on us.
Establish the work of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.

* 90: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 90:1 The word translated “Lord”
is “Adonai.” ‡ 90:13 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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91
1Hewho dwells in the secret place of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge andmy fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.”
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler,

and from the deadly pestilence.
4Hewill cover you with his feathers.

Under his wings you will take refuge.
His faithfulness is your shield and rampart.

5You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day,
6nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness,
nor of the destruction that wastes at noonday.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
and ten thousand at your right hand;
but it will not come near you.

8Youwill only look with your eyes,
and see the recompense of the wicked.

9Because you havemade the LORD your refuge,
and theMost High your dwelling place,

10no evil shall happen to you,
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.

11For he will put his angels in charge of you,
to guard you in all your ways.

12They will bear you up in their hands,
so that you won’t dash your foot against a stone.

13Youwill tread on the lion and cobra.
You will trample the young lion and the serpent underfoot.

14 “Because he has set his love onme, therefore I will deliver him.
I will set him on high, because he has knownmy name.

15Hewill call onme, and I will answer him.
I will be with him in trouble.
I will deliver him, and honor him.

16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and show himmy salvation.”

92
A Psalm. A song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,

to sing praises to your name, Most High,
2 to proclaim your loving kindness in themorning,

and your faithfulness every night,
3with the ten-stringed lute, with the harp,

and with themelody of the lyre.
4For you, LORD, havemademe glad through your work.

I will triumph in the works of your hands.
5How great are your works, LORD!

Your thoughts are very deep.
6A senseless man doesn’t know,
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neither does a fool understand this:
7 though the wicked spring up as the grass,

and all the evildoers flourish,
they will be destroyed forever.

8But you, LORD, are on high forever more.
9For behold, your enemies, LORD,

for behold, your enemies shall perish.
All the evildoers will be scattered.

10But you have exaltedmy horn like that of the wild ox.
I am anointed with fresh oil.

11My eye has also seenmy enemies.
My ears have heard of the wicked enemies who rise up against me.

12The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree.
He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

13They are planted in the LORD’s house.
They will flourish in our God’s courts.

14They will still produce fruit in old age.
They will be full of sap and green,
15 to show that the LORD is upright.

He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in him.

93
1The LORD reigns!

He is clothed withmajesty!
The LORD is armedwith strength.

The world also is established.
It can’t be moved.

2Your throne is established from long ago.
You are from everlasting.

3The floods have lifted up, LORD,
the floods have lifted up their voice.
The floods lift up their waves.

4Above the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea,
the LORD on high is mighty.

5Your statutes stand firm.
Holiness adorns your house,
LORD, forever more.

94
1LORD,* you God to whom vengeance belongs,

you God to whom vengeance belongs, shine out.
2Rise up, you judge of the earth.

Pay back the proud what they deserve.
3LORD, how long will the wicked,

how long will the wicked triumph?
4They pour out arrogant words.

All the evildoers boast.
* 94:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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5They break your people in pieces, LORD,
and afflict your heritage.

6They kill the widow and the alien,
andmurder the fatherless.

7They say, “The LORD†will not see,
neither will Jacob’s God consider.”

8Consider, you senseless among the people;
you fools, whenwill you be wise?

9Hewho implanted the ear, won’t he hear?
He who formed the eye, won’t he see?

10Hewho disciplines the nations, won’t he punish?
He who teaches man knows.

11The LORD knows the thoughts of man,
that they are futile.

12Blessed is themanwhom you discipline, LORD,‡
and teach out of your law,

13 that youmay give him rest from the days of adversity,
until the pit is dug for the wicked.

14For the LORDwon’t reject his people,
neither will he forsake his inheritance.

15For judgment will return to righteousness.
All the upright in heart shall follow it.

16Whowill rise up for me against the wicked?
Whowill stand up for me against the evildoers?

17Unless the LORD had beenmy help,
my soul would have soon lived in silence.

18When I said, “My foot is slipping!”
Your loving kindness, LORD, held me up.

19 In themultitude of my thoughts withinme,
your comforts delight my soul.

20 Shall the throne of wickedness have fellowship with you,
which brings about mischief by statute?

21They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous,
and condemn the innocent blood.

22But the LORD has beenmy high tower,
my God, the rock of my refuge.

23He has brought on them their own iniquity,
and will cut them off in their ownwickedness.
The LORD, our God, will cut them off.

95
1Oh come, let’s sing to the LORD.

Let’s shout aloud to the rock of our salvation!
2Let’s come before his presence with thanksgiving.

Let’s extol himwith songs!
3For the LORD is a great God,

a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth.

The heights of themountains are also his.
† 94:7 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 94:12 Hebrew: יה Yah
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5The sea is his, and hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.

6Oh come, let’s worship and bow down.
Let’s kneel before the LORD, our Maker,
7 for he is our God.

We are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep in his care.

Today, oh that you would hear his voice!
8Don’t harden your heart, as at Meribah,
as in the day of Massah in the wilderness,

9when your fathers temptedme,
testedme, and sawmywork.

10Forty long years I was grieved with that generation,
and said, “They are a people who err in their heart.
They have not knownmyways.”

11Therefore I swore inmywrath,
“They won’t enter into my rest.”

96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song!

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD!

Bless his name!
Proclaim his salvation from day to day!

3Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.

4For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised!
He is to be feared above all gods.

5For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the LORDmade the heavens.

6Honor andmajesty are before him.
Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of nations,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name.
Bring an offering, and come into his courts.

9Worship the LORD in holy array.
Tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
The world is also established.
It can’t be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.

11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
12Let the field and all that is in it exult!
Then all the trees of the woods shall sing for joy
13before the LORD; for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,
the peoples with his truth.
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97
1The LORD reigns!

Let the earth rejoice!
Let themultitude of islands be glad!

2Clouds and darkness are around him.
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.

3A fire goes before him,
and burns up his adversaries on every side.

4His lightning lights up the world.
The earth sees, and trembles.

5Themountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD,
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

6The heavens declare his righteousness.
All the peoples have seen his glory.

7Let all them be shamedwho serve engraved images,
who boast in their idols.
Worship him, all you gods!*

8Zion heard andwas glad.
The daughters of Judah rejoiced
because of your judgments, LORD.

9For you, LORD, are most high above all the earth.
You are exalted far above all gods.

10Youwho love the LORD, hate evil!
He preserves the souls of his saints.
He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked.

11Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladness for the upright in heart.

12Be glad in the LORD, you righteous people!
Give thanks to his holy Name.

98
A Psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has donemarvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

2The LORD hasmade known his salvation.
He has openly shown his righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3He has remembered his loving kindness and his faithfulness toward the
house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!

Burst out and sing for joy, yes, sing praises!
5 Sing praises to the LORDwith the harp,

with the harp and the voice of melody.
6With trumpets and sound of the ram’s horn,

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar with its fullness;

the world, and those who dwell therein.
8Let the rivers clap their hands.

* 97:7 LXX reads “angels” instead of “gods”.
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Let themountains sing for joy together.
9Let them sing before the LORD,

for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity.

99
1The LORD reigns! Let the peoples tremble.

He sits enthroned among the cherubim.
Let the earth bemoved.

2The LORD is great in Zion.
He is high above all the peoples.

3Let them praise your great and awesome name.
He is Holy!

4The King’s strength also loves justice.
You establish equity.
You execute justice and righteousness in Jacob.

5Exalt the LORD our God.
Worship at his footstool.
He is Holy!

6Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel was among those who call on his name.
They called on the LORD, and he answered them.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud.
They kept his testimonies,
the statute that he gave them.

8You answered them, LORD our God.
You are a Godwho forgave them,
although you took vengeance for their doings.

9Exalt the LORD, our God.
Worship at his holy hill,
for the LORD, our God, is holy!

100
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all you lands!

2 Serve the LORDwith gladness.
Come before his presence with singing.

3Know that the LORD, he is God.
It is he who hasmade us, and we are his.
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, and bless his name.

5For the LORD is good.
His loving kindness endures forever,
his faithfulness to all generations.

101
A Psalm by David.
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1 I will sing of loving kindness and justice.
To you, LORD, I will sing praises.

2 I will be careful to live a blameless life.
Whenwill you come tome?
I will walk withinmy house with a blameless heart.

3 I will set no vile thing before my eyes.
I hate the deeds of faithless men.
They will not cling to me.

4A perverse heart will be far fromme.
I will have nothing to do with evil.

5 I will silence whoever secretly slanders his neighbor.
I won’t tolerate one who is arrogant and conceited.

6My eyes will be on the faithful of the land,
that theymay dwell withme.

He whowalks in a perfect way,
he will serveme.

7Hewho practices deceit won’t dwell withinmy house.
He who speaks falsehood won’t be established before my eyes.

8Morning bymorning, I will destroy all the wicked of the land,
to cut off all the workers of iniquity from the LORD’s city.

102
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed and pours out his
complaint before the LORD.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD!*

Let my cry come to you.
2Don’t hide your face fromme in the day of my distress.

Turn your ear to me.
Answerme quickly in the day when I call.

3Formy days consume away like smoke.
My bones are burned as a torch.

4My heart is blighted like grass, and withered,
for I forget to eat my bread.

5By reason of the voice of my groaning,
my bones stick to my skin.

6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness.
I have become as an owl of the waste places.
7 I watch, and have become like a sparrow that is alone on the housetop.

8My enemies reproachme all day.
Those who aremad at me usemy name as a curse.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread,
andmixedmy drink with tears,
10because of your indignation and your wrath;
for you have takenme up and thrownme away.

11My days are like a long shadow.
I have withered like grass.

12But you, LORD, will remain forever;
your renown endures to all generations.

* 102:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.



Psalms 102:13 794 Psalms 103:6

13Youwill arise and havemercy on Zion,
for it is time to have pity on her.
Yes, the set time has come.

14For your servants take pleasure in her stones,
and have pity on her dust.

15 So the nations will fear the LORD’s name,
all the kings of the earth your glory.

16For the LORD has built up Zion.
He has appeared in his glory.

17He has responded to the prayer of the destitute,
and has not despised their prayer.

18This will be written for the generation to come.
A people which will be created will praise the LORD,†

19 for he has looked down from the height of his sanctuary.
From heaven, the LORD saw the earth,

20 to hear the groans of the prisoner,
to free those who are condemned to death,

21 that menmay declare the LORD’s name in Zion,
and his praise in Jerusalem,

22when the peoples are gathered together,
the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.

23Heweakenedmy strength along the course.
He shortenedmy days.

24 I said, “My God, don’t takeme away in themiddle of my days.
Your years are throughout all generations.

25Of old, you laid the foundation of the earth.
The heavens are the work of your hands.

26They will perish, but you will endure.
Yes, all of themwill wear out like a garment.
You will change them like a cloak, and they will be changed.

27But you are the same.
Your years will have no end.

28The children of your servants will continue.
Their offspring will be established before you.”

103
By David.
1Praise the LORD, my soul!

All that is withinme, praise his holy name!
2Praise the LORD, my soul,

and don’t forget all his benefits,
3who forgives all your sins,

who heals all your diseases,
4who redeems your life from destruction,

who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies,
5who satisfies your desire with good things,

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
6The LORD executes righteous acts,

and justice for all who are oppressed.
† 102:18 Hebrew: יה Yah
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7Hemade known his ways to Moses,
his deeds to the children of Israel.

8The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness.

9Hewill not always accuse;
neither will he stay angry forever.

10He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us for our iniquities.

11For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his loving kindness toward those who fear him.

12As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

13Like a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.

14For he knows howwe aremade.
He remembers that we are dust.

15As for man, his days are like grass.
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

16For the wind passes over it, and it is gone.
Its place remembers it nomore.

17 But the LORD’s loving kindness is from everlasting to everlasting with
those who fear him,

his righteousness to children’s children,
18 to those who keep his covenant,

to those who remember to obey his precepts.
19The LORD has established his throne in the heavens.

His kingdom rules over all.
20Praise the LORD, you angels of his,

who aremighty in strength, who fulfill his word,
obeying the voice of his word.

21Praise the LORD, all you armies of his,
you servants of his, who do his pleasure.

22Praise the LORD, all you works of his,
in all places of his dominion.
Praise the LORD, my soul!

104
1Bless the LORD,* my soul.

The LORD, my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honor andmajesty.

2He covers himself with light as with a garment.
He stretches out the heavens like a curtain.

3He lays the beams of his rooms in the waters.
Hemakes the clouds his chariot.
He walks on the wings of the wind.

4Hemakes his messengers†winds,
and his servants flames of fire.

5He laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not bemoved forever.

* 104:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 104:4 or, angels
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6You covered it with the deep as with a cloak.
The waters stood above themountains.

7At your rebuke they fled.
At the voice of your thunder they hurried away.

8Themountains rose,
the valleys sank down,
to the place which you had assigned to them.

9You have set a boundary that theymay not pass over,
that they don’t turn again to cover the earth.

10He sends springs into the valleys.
They run among themountains.

11They give drink to every animal of the field.
The wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12The birds of the sky nest by them.
They sing among the branches.

13Hewaters themountains from his rooms.
The earth is filled with the fruit of your works.

14He causes the grass to grow for the livestock,
and plants for man to cultivate,
that hemay produce food out of the earth:

15wine that makes the heart of man glad,
oil to make his face to shine,
and bread that strengthens man’s heart.

16The LORD’s trees are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon, which he has planted,

17where the birds make their nests.
The storkmakes its home in the cypress trees.

18The highmountains are for the wild goats.
The rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers.

19He appointed themoon for seasons.
The sun knows when to set.

20Youmake darkness, and it is night,
in which all the animals of the forest prowl.

21The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their food from God.

22The sun rises, and they steal away,
and lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to his work,
to his labor until the evening.

24LORD, howmany are your works!
In wisdom, you havemade them all.
The earth is full of your riches.

25There is the sea, great and wide,
in which are innumerable living things,
both small and large animals.

26There the ships go,
and leviathan, whom you formed to play there.

27These all wait for you,
that youmay give them their food in due season.

28You give to them; they gather.
You open your hand; they are satisfied with good.
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29You hide your face; they are troubled.
You take away their breath; they die and return to the dust.

30You send out your Spirit and they are created.
You renew the face of the ground.

31Let the LORD’s glory endure forever.
Let the LORD rejoice in his works.

32He looks at the earth, and it trembles.
He touches themountains, and they smoke.

33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live.
I will sing praise to my Godwhile I have any being.

34Let mymeditation be sweet to him.
I will rejoice in the LORD.

35Let sinners be consumed out of the earth.
Let the wicked be nomore.
Bless the LORD,‡my soul.
Praise the LORD!§

105
1Give thanks to the LORD!* Call on his name!

Make his doings known among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him!

Tell of all his marvelous works.
3Glory in his holy name.

Let the heart of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4 Seek the LORD and his strength.

Seek his face forever more.
5Remember his marvelous works that he has done:

his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth,
6you offspring of Abraham, his servant,

you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
7He is the LORD, our God.

His judgments are in all the earth.
8He has remembered his covenant forever,

the word which he commanded to a thousand generations,
9 the covenant which hemade with Abraham,

his oath to Isaac,
10and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute;

to Israel for an everlasting covenant,
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan,

the lot of your inheritance,”
12when they were but a fewmen in number,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
13They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
14He allowed no one to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
15 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!
‡ 104:35 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. § 104:35 Hebrew: יה Yah * 105:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is
from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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Domy prophets no harm!”
16He called for a famine on the land.

He destroyed the food supplies.
17He sent a man before them.

Joseph was sold for a slave.
18They bruised his feet with shackles.

His neck was locked in irons,
19until the time that his word happened,

and the LORD’s word proved him true.
20The king sent and freed him,

even the ruler of peoples, and let him go free.
21Hemade him lord of his house,

and ruler of all of his possessions,
22 to discipline his princes at his pleasure,

and to teach his elders wisdom.
23 Israel also came into Egypt.

Jacob lived in the land of Ham.
24He increased his people greatly,

andmade them stronger than their adversaries.
25He turned their heart to hate his people,

to conspire against his servants.
26He sent Moses, his servant,

and Aaron, whom he had chosen.
27They performedmiracles among them,

and wonders in the land of Ham.
28He sent darkness, andmade it dark.

They didn’t rebel against his words.
29He turned their waters into blood,

and killed their fish.
30Their land swarmedwith frogs,

even in the rooms of their kings.
31He spoke, and swarms of flies came,

and lice in all their borders.
32He gave them hail for rain,

with lightning in their land.
33He struck their vines and also their fig trees,

and shattered the trees of their country.
34He spoke, and the locusts came

with the grasshoppers, without number.
35They ate up every plant in their land,

and ate up the fruit of their ground.
36He struck also all the firstborn in their land,

the first fruits of all their manhood.
37He brought them out with silver and gold.

There was not one feeble person among his tribes.
38Egypt was glad when they departed,

for the fear of them had fallen on them.
39He spread a cloud for a covering,

fire to give light in the night.
40They asked, and he brought quails,

and satisfied themwith the bread of the sky.



Psalms 105:41 799 Psalms 106:16

41He opened the rock, and waters gushed out.
They ran as a river in the dry places.

42For he remembered his holy word,
and Abraham, his servant.

43He brought his people out with joy,
his chosen with singing.

44He gave them the lands of the nations.
They took the labor of the peoples in possession,

45 that theymight keep his statutes,
and observe his laws.
Praise the LORD!†

106
1Praise the LORD!*

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures forever.

2Who can utter themighty acts of the LORD,
or fully declare all his praise?

3Blessed are those who keep justice.
Blessed is one who does what is right at all times.

4Rememberme, LORD, with the favor that you show to your people.
Visit me with your salvation,

5 that I may see the prosperity of your chosen,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,
that I may glory with your inheritance.

6We have sinned with our fathers.
We have committed iniquity.
We have done wickedly.

7Our fathers didn’t understand your wonders in Egypt.
They didn’t remember themultitude of your loving kindnesses,
but were rebellious at the sea, even at the Red Sea.

8Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s sake,
that hemight make his mighty power known.

9He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up;
so he led them through the depths, as through a desert.

10He saved them from the hand of himwho hated them,
and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.

11The waters covered their adversaries.
There was not one of them left.

12Then they believed his words.
They sang his praise.

13They soon forgot his works.
They didn’t wait for his counsel,
14but gave in to craving in the desert,
and tested God in the wasteland.

15He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their soul.

16They enviedMoses also in the camp,
† 105:45 Hebrew: Yahיה * 106:1 LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוהYahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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and Aaron, the LORD’s saint.
17The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.
18A fire was kindled in their company.

The flame burned up the wicked.
19Theymade a calf in Horeb,

and worshiped amolten image.
20Thus they exchanged their glory

for an image of a bull that eats grass.
21They forgot God, their Savior,

who had done great things in Egypt,
22wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome things by the Red Sea.

23Therefore he said that he would destroy them,
hadMoses, his chosen, not stood before him in the breach,
to turn away his wrath, so that he wouldn’t destroy them.

24Yes, they despised the pleasant land.
They didn’t believe his word,
25but murmured in their tents,
and didn’t listen to the LORD’s voice.

26Therefore he swore to them
that he would overthrow them in the wilderness,
27 that he would overthrow their offspring among the nations,
and scatter them in the lands.

28They joined themselves also to Baal Peor,
and ate the sacrifices of the dead.

29Thus they provoked him to anger with their deeds.
The plague broke in on them.

30Then Phinehas stood up and executed judgment,
so the plague was stopped.

31That was credited to him for righteousness,
for all generations to come.

32They angered him also at the waters of Meribah,
so that Moses was troubled for their sakes;

33because they were rebellious against his spirit,
he spoke rashly with his lips.

34They didn’t destroy the peoples,
as the LORD commanded them,
35but mixed themselves with the nations,
and learned their works.

36They served their idols,
which became a snare to them.

37Yes, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons.
38They shed innocent blood,
even the blood of their sons and of their daughters,
whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan.
The land was polluted with blood.

39Thus they were defiled with their works,
and prostituted themselves in their deeds.

40Therefore the LORD burned with anger against his people.
He abhorred his inheritance.
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41He gave them into the hand of the nations.
Those who hated them ruled over them.

42Their enemies also oppressed them.
They were brought into subjection under their hand.

43He rescued themmany times,
but they were rebellious in their counsel,
and were brought low in their iniquity.

44Nevertheless he regarded their distress,
when he heard their cry.

45He remembered for them his covenant,
and repented according to themultitude of his loving kindnesses.

46Hemade them also to be pitied
by all those who carried them captive.

47 Save us, LORD, our God,
gather us from among the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise!

48Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting!

Let all the people say, “Amen.”
Praise the LORD!†

BOOK 5
107

1Give thanks to the LORD,* for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures forever.

2Let the redeemed by the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from the hand of the adversary,
3and gathered out of the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

4They wandered in the wilderness in a desert way.
They found no city to live in.

5Hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted in them.

6Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them out of their distresses.

7He led them also by a straight way,
that theymight go to a city to live in.

8Let them praise the LORD for his loving kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the children of men!

9For he satisfies the longing soul.
He fills the hungry soul with good.

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
being bound in affliction and iron,

† 106:48 Hebrew: יה Yah * 107:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is
the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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11because they rebelled against the words of God,†
and condemned the counsel of the Most High.

12Therefore he brought down their heart with labor.
They fell down, and there was no one to help.

13Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them out of their distresses.

14He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death,
and broke away their chains.

15Let them praise the LORD for his loving kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the children of men!

16For he has broken the gates of bronze,
and cut through bars of iron.

17Fools are afflicted because of their disobedience,
and because of their iniquities.

18Their soul abhors all kinds of food.
They draw near to the gates of death.

19Then they cry to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saves them out of their distresses.

20He sends his word, and heals them,
and delivers them from their graves.

21Let them praise the LORD for his loving kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the children of men!

22Let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving,
and declare his deeds with singing.

23Those who go down to the sea in ships,
who do business in great waters,
24 these see the LORD’s deeds,
and his wonders in the deep.

25For he commands, and raises the stormywind,
which lifts up its waves.

26Theymount up to the sky; they go down again to the depths.
Their soul melts away because of trouble.

27They reel back and forth, and stagger like a drunkenman,
and are at their wits’ end.

28Then they cry to the LORD in their trouble,
and he brings them out of their distress.

29Hemakes the storm a calm,
so that its waves are still.

30Then they are glad because it is calm,
so he brings them to their desired haven.

31Let them praise the LORD for his loving kindness,
for his wonderful deeds for the children of men!

32Let them exalt him also in the assembly of the people,
and praise him in the seat of the elders.

† 107:11 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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33He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into a thirsty ground,
34and a fruitful land into a salt waste,
for the wickedness of those who dwell in it.

35He turns a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into water springs.

36There hemakes the hungry live,
that theymay prepare a city to live in,
37 sow fields, plant vineyards,
and reap the fruits of increase.

38He blesses them also, so that they aremultiplied greatly.
He doesn’t allow their livestock to decrease.

39Again, they are diminished and bowed down
through oppression, trouble, and sorrow.

40He pours contempt on princes,
and causes them to wander in a trackless waste.

41Yet he lifts the needy out of their affliction,
and increases their families like a flock.

42The upright will see it, and be glad.
All the wicked will shut their mouths.

43Whoever is wise will pay attention to these things.
They will consider the loving kindnesses of the LORD.

108
A Song. A Psalm by David.
1My heart is steadfast, God.

I will sing and I will makemusic withmy soul.
2Wake up, harp and lyre!

I will wake up the dawn.
3 I will give thanks to you, LORD, among the nations.

I will sing praises to you among the peoples.
4For your loving kindness is great above the heavens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth.
6That your belovedmay be delivered,

save with your right hand, and answer us.
7God has spoken from his sanctuary: “In triumph,

I will divide Shechem, andmeasure out the valley of Succoth.
8Gilead is mine. Manasseh is mine.

Ephraim also is my helmet.
Judah is my scepter.

9Moab is mywash pot.
I will toss my sandal on Edom.
I will shout over Philistia.”

10Whowill bringme into the fortified city?
Whowill leadme to Edom?

11Haven’t you rejected us, God?
You don’t go out, God, with our armies.

12Give us help against the enemy,
for the help of man is vain.

13Through God, we will do valiantly,
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for it is he whowill tread down our enemies.

109
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1God of my praise, don’t remain silent,

2 for they have opened themouth of thewicked and themouth of deceit
against me.

They have spoken tomewith a lying tongue.
3They have also surroundedmewith words of hatred,

and fought against mewithout a cause.
4 In return for my love, they aremy adversaries;

but I am in prayer.
5They have rewardedme evil for good,

and hatred for my love.
6 Set a wickedman over him.

Let an adversary stand at his right hand.
7When he is judged, let him come out guilty.

Let his prayer be turned into sin.
8Let his days be few.

Let another take his office.
9Let his children be fatherless,

and his wife a widow.
10Let his children be wandering beggars.

Let them be sought from their ruins.
11Let the creditor seize all that he has.

Let strangers plunder the fruit of his labor.
12Let there be no one to extend kindness to him,

neither let there be anyone to have pity on his fatherless children.
13Let his posterity be cut off.

In the generation following let their name be blotted out.
14Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered by the LORD.

Don’t let the sin of his mother be blotted out.
15Let them be before the LORD continually,

that hemay cut off their memory from the earth;
16because he didn’t remember to show kindness,

but persecuted the poor and needyman,
the broken in heart, to kill them.

17Yes, he loved cursing, and it came to him.
He didn’t delight in blessing, and it was far from him.

18He clothed himself also with cursing as with his garment.
It came into his inward parts like water,
like oil into his bones.

19Let it be to him as the clothing with which he covers himself,
for the belt that is always around him.

20This is the reward of my adversaries from the LORD,
of those who speak evil against my soul.

21But deal withme, GOD the Lord,* for your name’s sake,
because your loving kindness is good, deliver me;
22 for I am poor and needy.

* 109:21 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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My heart is wounded withinme.
23 I fade away like an evening shadow.

I am shaken off like a locust.
24My knees are weak through fasting.

My body is thin and lacks fat.
25 I have also become a reproach to them.

When they seeme, they shake their head.
26Helpme, LORD, my God.

Saveme according to your loving kindness;
27 that theymay know that this is your hand;

that you, LORD, have done it.
28Theymay curse, but you bless.

When they arise, they will be shamed,
but your servant shall rejoice.

29Let my adversaries be clothed with dishonor.
Let them cover themselves with their own shame as with a robe.

30 I will give great thanks to the LORDwithmymouth.
Yes, I will praise him among themultitude.

31For he will stand at the right hand of the needy,
to save him from those who judge his soul.

110
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD says to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your footstool for your feet.”
2The LORDwill send out the rod of your strength out of Zion.

Rule among your enemies.
3 Your people offer themselves willingly in the day of your power, in holy

array.
Out of the womb of themorning, you have the dew of your youth.

4The LORD has sworn, and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand.
He will crush kings in the day of his wrath.

6Hewill judge among the nations.
He will heap up dead bodies.
He will crush the ruler of the whole earth.

7Hewill drink of the brook on the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

111
1Praise the LORD!*

I will give thanks to the LORD†withmywhole heart,
in the council of the upright, and in the congregation.

2The LORD’s works are great,
pondered by all those who delight in them.

3His work is honor andmajesty.
* 111:1 Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the
LORD!” starting with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav). † 111:1 LORD or GOD in
all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form
יה Yah.
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His righteousness endures forever.
4He has caused his wonderful works to be remembered.

The LORD is gracious andmerciful.
5He has given food to those who fear him.

He always remembers his covenant.
6He has shown his people the power of his works,

in giving them the heritage of the nations.
7The works of his hands are truth and justice.

All his precepts are sure.
8They are established forever and ever.

They are done in truth and uprightness.
9He has sent redemption to his people.

He has ordained his covenant forever.
His name is holy and awesome!

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.
All those who do his work have a good understanding.

His praise endures forever!

112
1Praise the LORD!*

Blessed is themanwho fears the LORD,†
who delights greatly in his commandments.

2His offspring will be mighty in the land.
The generation of the upright will be blessed.

3Wealth and riches are in his house.
His righteousness endures forever.

4Light dawns in the darkness for the upright,
gracious, merciful, and righteous.

5 It is well with themanwho deals graciously and lends.
He will maintain his cause in judgment.

6For he will never be shaken.
The righteous will be remembered forever.

7Hewill not be afraid of evil news.
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.

8His heart is established.
He will not be afraid in the end when he sees his adversaries.

9He has dispersed, he has given to the poor.
His righteousness endures forever.
His horn will be exalted with honor.

10The wicked will see it, and be grieved.
He shall gnash with his teeth, andmelt away.
The desire of the wicked will perish.

113
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise, you servants of the LORD,†

* 112:1 Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 112 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the
LORD!” startingwith a letter of the alphabet (ordered fromAlef to Tav). † 112:1 LORDorGOD in all
caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה

Yah. * 113:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 113:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh
except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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praise the LORD’s name.
2Blessed be the LORD’s name,

from this time forward and forever more.
3From the rising of the sun to its going down,

the LORD’s name is to be praised.
4The LORD is high above all nations,

his glory above the heavens.
5Who is like the LORD, our God,

who has his seat on high,
6who stoops down to see in heaven and in the earth?

7He raises up the poor out of the dust,
and lifts up the needy from the ash heap,

8 that hemay set himwith princes,
even with the princes of his people.

9He settles the barren woman in her home
as a joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD!‡

114
1When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of foreign language,
2 Judah became his sanctuary,

Israel his dominion.
3The sea saw it, and fled.

The Jordan was driven back.
4Themountains skipped like rams,

the little hills like lambs.
5What was it, you sea, that you fled?

You Jordan, that you turned back?
6Youmountains, that you skipped like rams?

You little hills, like lambs?
7Tremble, you earth, at the presence of the Lord,

at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8who turned the rock into a pool of water,

the flint into a spring of waters.

115
1Not to us, LORD,* not to us,

but to your name give glory,
for your loving kindness, and for your truth’s sake.

2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God, now?”

3But our God is in the heavens.
He does whatever he pleases.

4Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

5They havemouths, but they don’t speak.
They have eyes, but they don’t see.

6They have ears, but they don’t hear.
‡ 113:9 Hebrew: יה Yah * 115:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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They have noses, but they don’t smell.
7They have hands, but they don’t feel.

They have feet, but they don’t walk,
neither do they speak through their throat.

8Those whomake themwill be like them;
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

9 Israel, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

11Youwho fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

12The LORD remembers us. He will bless us.
He will bless the house of Israel.
He will bless the house of Aaron.

13Hewill bless those who fear the LORD,
both small and great.

14May the LORD increase youmore andmore,
you and your children.

15Blessed are you by the LORD,
whomade heaven and earth.

16The heavens are the LORD’s heavens,
but he has given the earth to the children of men.

17The dead don’t praise the LORD,†
nor any who go down into silence,

18but we will bless the LORD,‡
from this time forward and forever more.

Praise the LORD!§

116
1 I love the LORD,* because he listens to my voice,

andmy cries for mercy.
2Because he has turned his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3The cords of death surroundedme,

the pains of Sheol† got a hold of me.
I found trouble and sorrow.

4Then I called on the LORD’s name:
“LORD, I beg you, deliver my soul.”

5The LORD is gracious and righteous.
Yes, our God is merciful.

6The LORD preserves the simple.
I was brought low, and he savedme.

7Return to your rest, my soul,
for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

8For you have deliveredmy soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
andmy feet from falling.

† 115:17 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 115:18 Hebrew: יה Yah § 115:18 Hebrew: יה Yah * 116:1 LORD
or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the
short form יה Yah. † 116:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
10 I believed, therefore I said,

“I was greatly afflicted.”
11 I said inmy haste,

“All people are liars.”
12What will I give to the LORD for all his benefits towardme?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the LORD’s name.
14 I will paymy vows to the LORD,

yes, in the presence of all his people.
15Precious in the LORD’s sight is the death of his saints.
16LORD, truly I am your servant.

I am your servant, the son of your servant girl.
You have freedme frommy chains.

17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and will call on the LORD’s name.

18 I will paymy vows to the LORD,
yes, in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in themiddle of you, Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!‡

117
1Praise the LORD,* all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!
2For his loving kindness is great toward us.

The LORD’s faithfulness endures forever.
Praise the LORD!†

118
1Give thanks to the LORD,* for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures forever.
2Let Israel now say

that his loving kindness endures forever.
3Let the house of Aaron now say

that his loving kindness endures forever.
4Now let those who fear the LORD say

that his loving kindness endures forever.
5Out of my distress, I called on the LORD.†

The LORD‡ answeredmewith freedom.
6The LORD is onmy side. I will not be afraid.

What canman do tome?
7The LORD is onmy side among those who helpme.

Therefore I will look in triumph at those who hate me.
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,

than to put confidence inman.
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,

‡ 116:19 Hebrew: Yahיה * 117:1 LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוהYahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 117:2 Hebrew: יה Yah * 118:1
LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from
the short form יה Yah. † 118:5 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 118:5 Hebrew: יה Yah



Psalms 118:10 810 Psalms 119:2

than to put confidence in princes.
10All the nations surroundedme,

but in the LORD’s name I cut them off.
11They surroundedme, yes, they surroundedme.

In the LORD’s name I indeed cut them off.
12They surroundedme like bees.

They are quenched like the burning thorns.
In the LORD’s name I cut them off.

13You pushedme back hard, to makeme fall,
but the LORD helpedme.

14The LORD§ is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

15The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous.
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.

16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”

17 I will not die, but live,
and declare the LORD’s works.

18The LORD* has punishedme severely,
but he has not givenme over to death.

19Open tome the gates of righteousness.
I will enter into them.
I will give thanks to the LORD.†

20This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous will enter into it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have answeredme,
and have becomemy salvation.

22The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.‡

23This is the LORD’s doing.
It is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the LORD hasmade.
Wewill rejoice and be glad in it!

25 Save us now, we beg you, LORD!
LORD, we beg you, send prosperity now.

26Blessed is he who comes in the LORD’s name!
We have blessed you out of the LORD’s house.

27The LORD is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the altar.

28You aremy God, and I will give thanks to you.
You aremy God, I will exalt you.

29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures forever.

119
ALEPH
1Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,

who walk according to the LORD’s law.
2Blessed are those who keep his statutes,
§ 118:14 Hebrew: יה Yah * 118:18 Hebrew: יה Yah † 118:19 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 118:22
Literally, head of the corner
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who seek himwith their whole heart.
3Yes, they do nothing wrong.

They walk in his ways.
4You have commanded your precepts,

that we should fully obey them.
5Oh that myways were steadfast

to obey your statutes!
6Then I wouldn’t be disappointed,

when I consider all of your commandments.
7 I will give thanks to you with uprightness of heart,

when I learn your righteous judgments.
8 I will observe your statutes.

Don’t utterly forsakeme.
BETH
9How can a youngman keep his way pure?

By living according to your word.
10Withmywhole heart I have sought you.

Don’t let me wander from your commandments.
11 I have hidden your word inmy heart,

that I might not sin against you.
12Blessed are you, LORD.

Teachme your statutes.
13Withmy lips,

I have declared all the ordinances of yourmouth.
14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testimonies,

as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts,

and consider your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your statutes.

I will not forget your word.
GIMEL
17Do good to your servant.

I will live and I will obey your word.
18Openmy eyes,

that I may see wondrous things out of your law.
19 I am a stranger on the earth.

Don’t hide your commandments fromme.
20My soul is consumedwith longing for your ordinances at all times.
21You have rebuked the proud who are cursed,

who wander from your commandments.
22Take reproach and contempt away fromme,

for I have kept your statutes.
23Though princes sit and slander me,

your servant will meditate on your statutes.
24 Indeed your statutes are my delight,

andmy counselors.
DALETH
25My soul is laid low in the dust.

Revive me according to your word!
26 I declaredmyways, and you answeredme.

Teachme your statutes.
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27Let me understand the teaching of your precepts!
Then I will meditate on your wondrous works.

28My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthenme according to your word.

29Keepme from the way of deceit.
Grant me your law graciously!

30 I have chosen the way of truth.
I have set your ordinances before me.

31 I cling to your statutes, LORD.
Don’t let me be disappointed.

32 I run in the path of your commandments,
for you have set my heart free.

HE
33Teachme, LORD, the way of your statutes.

I will keep them to the end.
34Giveme understanding, and I will keep your law.

Yes, I will obey it withmywhole heart.
35Direct me in the path of your commandments,

for I delight in them.
36Turnmy heart toward your statutes,

not toward selfish gain.
37Turnmy eyes away from looking at worthless things.

Revive me in your ways.
38Fulfill your promise to your servant,

that youmay be feared.
39Take awaymy disgrace that I dread,

for your ordinances are good.
40Behold, I long for your precepts!

Revive me in your righteousness.
VAV
41Let your loving kindness also come tome, LORD,

your salvation, according to your word.
42 So I will have an answer for himwho reproaches me,

for I trust in your word.
43Don’t snatch the word of truth out of mymouth,

for I put my hope in your ordinances.
44 So I will obey your law continually,

forever and ever.
45 I will walk in liberty,

for I have sought your precepts.
46 I will also speak of your statutes before kings,

and will not be disappointed.
47 I will delight myself in your commandments,

because I love them.
48 I reach out my hands for your commandments, which I love.

I will meditate on your statutes.
ZAYIN
49Remember your word to your servant,

because you gaveme hope.
50This is my comfort in my affliction,

for your word has revivedme.
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51The arrogant mockme excessively,
but I don’t swerve from your law.

52 I remember your ordinances of old, LORD,
and have comfortedmyself.

53 Indignation has taken hold onme,
because of the wicked who forsake your law.

54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.

55 I have remembered your name, LORD, in the night,
and I obey your law.

56This is myway,
that I keep your precepts.

HETH
57The LORD is my portion.

I promised to obey your words.
58 I sought your favor withmywhole heart.

Be merciful to me according to your word.
59 I consideredmyways,

and turnedmy steps to your statutes.
60 I will hurry, and not delay,

to obey your commandments.
61The ropes of the wicked bindme,

but I won’t forget your law.
62Atmidnight I will rise to give thanks to you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
63 I am a friend of all those who fear you,

of those who observe your precepts.
64The earth is full of your loving kindness, LORD.

Teachme your statutes.
TETH
65You have treated your servant well,

according to your word, LORD.
66Teachme good judgment and knowledge,

for I believe in your commandments.
67Before I was afflicted, I went astray;

but now I observe your word.
68You are good, and do good.

Teachme your statutes.
69The proud have smeared a lie uponme.

Withmywhole heart, I will keep your precepts.
70Their heart is as callous as the fat,

but I delight in your law.
71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted,

that I may learn your statutes.
72The lawof yourmouth is better tome than thousands of pieces of gold and

silver.
YODH
73Your hands havemademe and formedme.

Giveme understanding, that I may learn your commandments.
74Those who fear you will see me and be glad,

because I have put my hope in your word.
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75LORD, I know that your judgments are righteous,
that in faithfulness you have afflictedme.

76Please let your loving kindness be for my comfort,
according to your word to your servant.

77Let your tender mercies come tome, that I may live;
for your law is my delight.

78Let the proud be disappointed, for they have overthrownmewrongfully.
I will meditate on your precepts.

79Let those who fear you turn to me.
They will know your statutes.

80Let my heart be blameless toward your decrees,
that I may not be disappointed.

KAPF
81My soul faints for your salvation.

I hope in your word.
82My eyes fail for your word.

I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke.

I don’t forget your statutes.
84Howmany are the days of your servant?

Whenwill you execute judgment on those who persecute me?
85The proud have dug pits for me,

contrary to your law.
86All of your commandments are faithful.

They persecute mewrongfully.
Helpme!

87They had almost wipedme from the earth,
but I didn’t forsake your precepts.

88Preservemy life according to your loving kindness,
so I will obey the statutes of yourmouth.

LAMEDH
89LORD, your word is settled in heaven forever.
90Your faithfulness is to all generations.

You have established the earth, and it remains.
91Your laws remain to this day,

for all things serve you.
92Unless your law had beenmy delight,

I would have perished inmy affliction.
93 I will never forget your precepts,

for with them, you have revivedme.
94 I am yours.

Saveme, for I have sought your precepts.
95The wicked have waited for me, to destroyme.

I will consider your statutes.
96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commands are boundless.
MEM
97How I love your law!

It is mymeditation all day.
98Your commandments makemewiser thanmy enemies,

for your commandments are always withme.
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99 I havemore understanding than all my teachers,
for your testimonies are mymeditation.

100 I understandmore than the aged,
because I have kept your precepts.

101 I have kept my feet from every evil way,
that I might observe your word.

102 I have not turned away from your ordinances,
for you have taught me.

103How sweet are your promises to my taste,
more than honey to mymouth!

104Through your precepts, I get understanding;
therefore I hate every false way.

NUN
105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,

and a light for my path.
106 I have sworn, and have confirmed it,

that I will obey your righteous ordinances.
107 I am afflicted verymuch.

Revive me, LORD, according to your word.
108Accept, I beg you, the willing offerings of mymouth.

LORD, teachme your ordinances.
109My soul is continually in my hand,

yet I won’t forget your law.
110The wicked have laid a snare for me,

yet I haven’t gone astray from your precepts.
111 I have taken your testimonies as a heritage forever,

for they are the joy of my heart.
112 I have set my heart to perform your statutes forever,

even to the end.
SAMEKH
113 I hate double-mindedmen,

but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.

I hope in your word.
115Depart fromme, you evildoers,

that I may keep the commandments of my God.
116Upholdme according to your word, that I may live.

Let me not be ashamed of my hope.
117Holdme up, and I will be safe,

and will have respect for your statutes continually.
118You reject all those who stray from your statutes,

for their deceit is in vain.
119You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross.

Therefore I love your testimonies.
120My flesh trembles for fear of you.

I am afraid of your judgments.
AYIN
121 I have done what is just and righteous.

Don’t leaveme tomy oppressors.
122Ensure your servant’s well-being.

Don’t let the proud oppress me.
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123My eyes fail looking for your salvation,
for your righteous word.

124Deal with your servant according to your loving kindness.
Teachme your statutes.

125 I am your servant. Give me understanding,
that I may know your testimonies.

126 It is time to act, LORD,
for they break your law.

127Therefore I love your commandments more than gold,
yes, more than pure gold.

128Therefore I consider all of your precepts to be right.
I hate every false way.

PE
129Your testimonies are wonderful,

therefore my soul keeps them.
130The entrance of your words gives light.

It gives understanding to the simple.
131 I openedmymouth wide and panted,

for I longed for your commandments.
132Turn tome, and havemercy onme,

as you always do to those who love your name.
133Establishmy footsteps in your word.

Don’t let any iniquity have dominion over me.
134Redeemme from the oppression of man,

so I will observe your precepts.
135Make your face shine on your servant.

Teachme your statutes.
136 Streams of tears run downmy eyes,

because they don’t observe your law.
TZADHE
137You are righteous, LORD.

Your judgments are upright.
138You have commanded your statutes in righteousness.

They are fully trustworthy.
139My zeal wears me out,

becausemy enemies ignore your words.
140Your promises have been thoroughly tested,

and your servant loves them.
141 I am small and despised.

I don’t forget your precepts.
142Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness.

Your law is truth.
143Trouble and anguish have taken hold of me.

Your commandments are my delight.
144Your testimonies are righteous forever.

Give me understanding, that I may live.
QOPH
145 I have called withmywhole heart.

Answerme, LORD!
I will keep your statutes.

146 I have called to you. Saveme!
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I will obey your statutes.
147 I rise before dawn and cry for help.

I put my hope in your words.
148My eyes stay open through the night watches,

that I might meditate on your word.
149Hearmy voice according to your loving kindness.

Revive me, LORD, according to your ordinances.
150They draw near who follow after wickedness.

They are far from your law.
151You are near, LORD.

All your commandments are truth.
152Of old I have known from your testimonies,

that you have founded them forever.
RESH
153Consider my affliction, and deliver me,

for I don’t forget your law.
154Pleadmy cause, and redeemme!

Reviveme according to your promise.
155 Salvation is far from the wicked,

for they don’t seek your statutes.
156Great are your tender mercies, LORD.

Revive me according to your ordinances.
157Many aremy persecutors andmy adversaries.

I haven’t swerved from your testimonies.
158 I look at the faithless with loathing,

because they don’t observe your word.
159Consider how I love your precepts.

Revive me, LORD, according to your loving kindness.
160All of your words are truth.

Every one of your righteous ordinances endures forever.
SIN AND SHIN
161Princes have persecutedmewithout a cause,

but my heart stands in awe of your words.
162 I rejoice at your word,

as one who finds great plunder.
163 I hate and abhor falsehood.

I love your law.
164 Seven times a day, I praise you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
165Those who love your law have great peace.

Nothing causes them to stumble.
166 I have hoped for your salvation, LORD.

I have done your commandments.
167My soul has observed your testimonies.

I love them exceedingly.
168 I have obeyed your precepts and your testimonies,

for all myways are before you.
TAV
169Let my cry come before you, LORD.

Giveme understanding according to your word.
170Let my supplication come before you.
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Deliver me according to your word.
171Let my lips utter praise,

for you teachme your statutes.
172Let my tongue sing of your word,

for all your commandments are righteousness.
173Let your hand be ready to help me,

for I have chosen your precepts.
174 I have longed for your salvation, LORD.

Your law is my delight.
175Let my soul live, that I may praise you.

Let your ordinances help me.
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep.

Seek your servant, for I don’t forget your commandments.

120
A Song of Ascents.
1 In my distress, I cried to the LORD.

He answeredme.
2Deliver my soul, LORD, from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.
3What will be given to you, and what will be donemore to you,

you deceitful tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of themighty,

with coals of juniper.
5Woe is me, that I live in Meshech,

that I dwell among the tents of Kedar!
6My soul has had her dwelling too long

with himwho hates peace.
7 I am for peace,

but when I speak, they are for war.

121
A Song of Ascents.
1 I will lift upmy eyes to the hills.

Where does my help come from?
2My help comes from the LORD,

whomade heaven and earth.
3Hewill not allow your foot to bemoved.

He who keeps you will not slumber.
4Behold, he who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.
5The LORD is your keeper.

The LORD is your shade on your right hand.
6The sunwill not harm you by day,

nor themoon by night.
7The LORDwill keep you from all evil.

He will keep your soul.
8The LORDwill keep your going out and your coming in,

from this time forward, and forever more.
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122
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let’s go to the LORD’s house!”
2Our feet are standing within your gates, Jerusalem!

3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together,
4where the tribes go up, even the LORD’s tribes,

according to an ordinance for Israel,
to give thanks to the LORD’s name.

5For there are set thrones for judgment,
the thrones of David’s house.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Those who love you will prosper.

7Peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your palaces.

8Formy brothers’ and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek your good.

123
A Song of Ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to you,

you who sit in the heavens.
2Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to the LORD, our God,
until he has mercy on us.

3Havemercy on us, LORD, havemercy on us,
for we have enduredmuch contempt.

4Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scoffing of those who are at ease,
with the contempt of the proud.

124
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 If it had not been the LORDwhowas on our side,

let Israel now say,
2 if it had not been the LORDwhowas on our side,

whenmen rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed us up alive,

when their wrath was kindled against us,
4 then the waters would have overwhelmed us,

the streamwould have gone over our soul.
5Then the proud waters would have gone over our soul.
6Blessed be the LORD,

who has not given us as a prey to their teeth.
7Our soul has escaped like a bird out of the fowler’s snare.

The snare is broken, and we have escaped.
8Our help is in the LORD’s name,

whomade heaven and earth.



Psalms 125:1 820 Psalms 127:5

125
A Song of Ascents.
1Those who trust in the LORD are as Mount Zion,

which can’t be moved, but remains forever.
2As themountains surround Jerusalem,

so the LORD surrounds his people from this time forward and forever
more.

3 For the scepter of wickedness won’t remain over the allotment of the
righteous,

so that the righteous won’t use their hands to do evil.
4Do good, LORD, to those who are good,

to those who are upright in their hearts.
5But as for those who turn away to their crooked ways,

the LORDwill lead them awaywith the workers of iniquity.
Peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of Ascents.
1When the LORD brought back those who returned to Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2Then ourmouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with singing.
Then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,

and we are glad.
4Restore our fortunes again, LORD,

like the streams in the Negev.
5Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.

6Hewho goes out weeping, carrying seed for sowing,
will certainly come again with joy, carrying his sheaves.

127
A Song of Ascents. By Solomon.
1Unless the LORD builds the house,

they who build it labor in vain.
Unless the LORDwatches over the city,

the watchman guards it in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,

to stay up late,
eating the bread of toil,
for he gives sleep to his loved ones.

3Behold, children are a heritage of the LORD.
The fruit of the womb is his reward.

4As arrows in the hand of a mighty man,
so are the children of youth.

5Happy is themanwho has his quiver full of them.
They won’t be disappointed when they speak with their enemies in the
gate.

128
A Song of Ascents.
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1Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,
whowalks in his ways.

2For you will eat the labor of your hands.
You will be happy, and it will be well with you.

3Your wife will be as a fruitful vine in the innermost parts of your house,
your children like olive shoots around your table.

4Behold, this is how themanwho fears the LORD is blessed.
5May the LORD bless you out of Zion,
andmay you see the good of Jerusalem all the days of your life.

6Yes, may you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel.

129
A Song of Ascents.
1Many times they have afflictedme frommy youth up.

Let Israel now say:
2many times they have afflictedme frommy youth up,

yet they have not prevailed against me.
3The plowers plowed onmy back.

Theymade their furrows long.
4The LORD is righteous.

He has cut apart the cords of the wicked.
5Let them be disappointed and turned backward,

all those who hate Zion.
6Let them be as the grass on the housetops,

which withers before it grows up,
7with which the reaper doesn’t fill his hand,

nor he who binds sheaves, his bosom.
8Neither do those who go by say,

“The blessing of the LORD be on you.
We bless you in the LORD’s name.”

130
A Song of Ascents.
1Out of the depths I have cried to you, LORD.*
2Lord, hear my voice.

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my petitions.
3 If you, LORD,† kept a record of sins,

Lord, who could stand?
4But there is forgiveness with you,

therefore you are feared.
5 I wait for the LORD.

My soul waits.
I hope in his word.

6My soul longs for the Lordmore than watchmen long for themorning,
more than watchmen for themorning.

7 Israel, hope in the LORD,
for there is loving kindness with the LORD.

* 130:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 130:3 Hebrew: יה Yah
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Abundant redemption is with him.
8Hewill redeem Israel from all their sins.

131
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1LORD, my heart isn’t arrogant, nor my eyes lofty;

nor do I concernmyself with great matters,
or things too wonderful for me.

2 Surely I have stilled and quietedmy soul,
like a weaned child with his mother,
like a weaned child is my soul withinme.

3 Israel, hope in the LORD,
from this time forward and forever more.

132
A Song of Ascents.
1LORD, remember David and all his affliction,
2how he swore to the LORD,

and vowed to theMighty One of Jacob:
3 “Surely I will not come into the structure of my house,

nor go up into my bed;
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes,

or slumber to my eyelids,
5until I find out a place for the LORD,

a dwelling for theMighty One of Jacob.”
6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah.

We found it in the field of Jaar.
7 “Wewill go into his dwelling place.

Wewill worship at his footstool.”
8Arise, LORD, into your resting place,

you, and the ark of your strength.
9Let your priests be clothed with righteousness.

Let your saints shout for joy!
10For your servant David’s sake,

don’t turn away the face of your anointed one.
11The LORD has sworn to David in truth.

He will not turn from it:
“I will set the fruit of your body on your throne.

12 If your children will keepmy covenant,
my testimony that I will teach them,
their children also will sit on your throne forever more.”

13For the LORD has chosen Zion.
He has desired it for his habitation.

14 “This is my resting place forever.
I will live here, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly bless her provision.
I will satisfy her poor with bread.

16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation.
Her saints will shout aloud for joy.

17 I will make the horn of David to bud there.
I have ordained a lamp for my anointed.
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18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,
but on himself, his crownwill shine.”

133
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 See how good and how pleasant it is

for brothers to live together in unity!
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,

that ran down on the beard,
even Aaron’s beard,
that came down on the edge of his robes,

3 like the dew of Hermon,
that comes down on the hills of Zion;
for there the LORD gives the blessing,
even life forever more.

134
A Song of Ascents.
1Look! Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,

who stand by night in the LORD’s house!
2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary.

Praise the LORD!
3May the LORD bless you from Zion,

even he whomade heaven and earth.

135
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD’s† name!
Praise him, you servants of the LORD,

2you who stand in the LORD’s house,
in the courts of our God’s house.

3Praise the LORD,‡ for the LORD is good.
Sing praises to his name, for that is pleasant.

4For the LORD§ has chosen Jacob for himself,
Israel for his own possession.

5For I know that the LORD is great,
that our Lord is above all gods.

6Whatever the LORD pleased, that he has done,
in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.

7He causes the clouds to rise from the ends of the earth.
Hemakes lightnings with the rain.
He brings the wind out of his treasuries.

8He struck the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

9He sent signs and wonders into themiddle of you, Egypt,
on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.

10He struckmany nations,
and killedmighty kings—

11 Sihon king of the Amorites,
* 135:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 135:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 135:3 Hebrew: יה Yah § 135:4
Hebrew: יה Yah
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Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan—

12and gave their land for a heritage,
a heritage to Israel, his people.

13Your name, LORD, endures forever;
your renown, LORD, throughout all generations.

14For the LORDwill judge his people
and have compassion on his servants.

15The idols of the nations are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

16They havemouths, but they can’t speak.
They have eyes, but they can’t see.

17They have ears, but they can’t hear,
neither is there any breath in their mouths.

18Those whomake themwill be like them,
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

19House of Israel, praise the LORD!
House of Aaron, praise the LORD!

20House of Levi, praise the LORD!
You who fear the LORD, praise the LORD!

21Blessed be the LORD from Zion,
who dwells in Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!*

136
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures forever.
2Give thanks to the God of gods,

for his loving kindness endures forever.
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
4 to himwho alone does great wonders,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
5 to himwho by understandingmade the heavens,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
6 to himwho spread out the earth above the waters,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
7 to himwhomade the great lights,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
8 the sun to rule by day,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
9 the moon and stars to rule by night,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
10 to himwho struck down the Egyptian firstborn,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
11and brought out Israel from among them,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
12with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm,
* 135:21 Hebrew: יה Yah
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for his loving kindness endures forever;
13 to himwho divided the Red Sea apart,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
14andmade Israel to pass through themiddle of it,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
15but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
16 to himwho led his people through the wilderness,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
17 to himwho struck great kings,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
18and killedmighty kings,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
19 Sihon king of the Amorites,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
20Og king of Bashan,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
21and gave their land as an inheritance,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
22 even a heritage to Israel his servant,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
23who remembered us in our low estate,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
24and has delivered us from our adversaries,

for his loving kindness endures forever;
25who gives food to every creature,

for his loving kindness endures forever.
26Oh give thanks to the God of heaven,

for his loving kindness endures forever.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down.

Yes, we wept, whenwe remembered Zion.
2On the willows in that land,

we hung up our harps.
3For there, those who led us captive asked us for songs.

Those who tormented us demanded songs of joy:
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

4How canwe sing the LORD’s song in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,

let my right hand forget its skill.
6Let my tongue stick to the roof of mymouth if I don’t remember you,

if I don’t prefer Jerusalem abovemy chief joy.
7Remember, LORD, against the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it!
Raze it even to its foundation!”

8Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction,
he will be happy who repays you,
as you have done to us.

9Happy shall he be,
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who takes and dashes your little ones against the rock.

138
By David.
1 I will give you thanks withmywhole heart.

Before the gods,* I will sing praises to you.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple,

and give thanks to your Name for your loving kindness and for your
truth;

for you have exalted your Name and yourWord above all.
3 In the day that I called, you answeredme.

You encouragedmewith strength inmy soul.
4All the kings of the earth will give you thanks, LORD,

for they have heard the words of yourmouth.
5Yes, they will sing of the ways of the LORD,

for the LORD’s glory is great!
6For though the LORD is high, yet he looks after the lowly;

but he knows the proud from afar.
7Though I walk in themiddle of trouble, you will revive me.

You will stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies.
Your right handwill saveme.

8The LORDwill fulfill that which concerns me.
Your loving kindness, LORD, endures forever.
Don’t forsake the works of your own hands.

139
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1LORD, you have searchedme,

and you knowme.
2You knowmy sitting down andmy rising up.

You perceive my thoughts from afar.
3You search out my path andmy lying down,

and are acquainted with all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue,

but behold, LORD, you know it altogether.
5You hemme in behind and before.

You laid your hand onme.
6This knowledge is beyondme.

It’s lofty.
I can’t attain it.

7Where could I go from your Spirit?
Or where could I flee from your presence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, you are there.
If I makemy bed in Sheol,* behold, you are there!

9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
and settle in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 even there your handwill leadme,
and your right handwill hold me.

* 138:1 The word elohim, used here, usually means “God” but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or
“angels”. * 139:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelmme.
The light aroundmewill be night,”

12 even the darkness doesn’t hide from you,
but the night shines as the day.
The darkness is like light to you.

13For you formedmy inmost being.
You knit me together inmymother’s womb.

14 I will give thanks to you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Your works are wonderful.
My soul knows that very well.

15My framewasn’t hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret,
woven together in the depths of the earth.

16Your eyes sawmy body.
In your book they were all written,
the days that were ordained for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

17How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast is their sum!

18 If I would count them, they aremore in number than the sand.
When I wake up, I am still with you.

19 If only you, God, would kill the wicked.
Get away fromme, you bloodthirsty men!

20For they speak against you wickedly.
Your enemies take your name in vain.

21LORD, don’t I hate those who hate you?
Am I not grieved with those who rise up against you?

22 I hate themwith perfect hatred.
They have becomemy enemies.

23 Searchme, God, and knowmy heart.
Try me, and knowmy thoughts.

24 See if there is any wicked way inme,
and leadme in the everlasting way.

140
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Deliver me, LORD, from evil men.

Preserveme from violent men:
2 those who devise mischief in their hearts.

They continually gather themselves together for war.
3They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent.

Viper’s poison is under their lips.
Selah.

4LORD, keepme from the hands of the wicked.
Preserveme from the violentmenwhohave determined to tripmy feet.

5The proud have hidden a snare for me,
they have spread the cords of a net by the path.
They have set traps for me.

Selah.
6 I said to the LORD, “You aremy God.”
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Listen to the cry of my petitions, LORD.
7LORD, the Lord, the strength of my salvation,

you have coveredmy head in the day of battle.
8LORD, don’t grant the desires of the wicked.

Don’t let their evil plans succeed, or they will become proud.
Selah.

9As for the head of those who surroundme,
let the mischief of their own lips cover them.

10Let burning coals fall on them.
Let them be thrown into the fire,
into miry pits, fromwhere they never rise.

11An evil speaker won’t be established in the earth.
Evil will hunt the violent man to overthrow him.

12 I know that the LORDwill maintain the cause of the afflicted,
and justice for the needy.

13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to your name.
The upright will dwell in your presence.

141
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, I have called on you.

Come tome quickly!
Listen to my voice when I call to you.

2Let my prayer be set before you like incense;
the lifting up of my hands like the evening sacrifice.

3 Set a watch, LORD, before mymouth.
Keep the door of my lips.

4Don’t incline my heart to any evil thing,
to practice deeds of wickedness withmenwhowork iniquity.
Don’t let me eat of their delicacies.

5Let the righteous strike me, it is kindness;
let him reproveme, it is like oil on the head;
don’t let my head refuse it;
Yet my prayer is always against evil deeds.

6Their judges are thrown down by the sides of the rock.
They will hear mywords, for they are well spoken.

7 “As when one plows and breaks up the earth,
our bones are scattered at themouth of Sheol.”*

8Formy eyes are on you, LORD, the Lord.
I take refuge in you.
Don’t leavemy soul destitute.

9Keepme from the snare which they have laid for me,
from the traps of the workers of iniquity.

10Let the wicked fall together into their own nets
while I pass by.

142
A contemplation by David, when he was in the cave. A Prayer.
1 I cry withmy voice to the LORD.

* 141:7 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Withmy voice, I ask the LORD for mercy.
2 I pour out my complaint before him.

I tell himmy troubles.
3Whenmy spirit was overwhelmedwithinme,

you knewmy route.
On the path in which I walk,

they have hidden a snare for me.
4Look onmy right, and see;

for there is no one who is concerned for me.
Refuge has fled fromme.
No one cares for my soul.

5 I cried to you, LORD.
I said, “You aremy refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

6Listen to my cry,
for I am in desperate need.

Deliver me frommy persecutors,
for they are too strong for me.

7Bringmy soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.

The righteous will surroundme,
for you will be good tome.

143
A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD.

Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righteousness, relieveme.

2Don’t enter into judgment with your servant,
for in your sight noman living is righteous.

3For the enemy pursues my soul.
He has struckmy life down to the ground.
He has mademe live in dark places, as those who have been long dead.

4Therefore my spirit is overwhelmedwithinme.
My heart withinme is desolate.

5 I remember the days of old.
I meditate on all your doings.
I contemplate the work of your hands.

6 I spread out my hands to you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a parched land.

Selah.
7Hurry to answerme, LORD.

My spirit fails.
Don’t hide your face fromme,

so that I don’t become like those who go down into the pit.
8Causeme to hear your loving kindness in themorning,

for I trust in you.
Causeme to know the way in which I should walk,

for I lift upmy soul to you.
9Deliver me, LORD, frommy enemies.
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I flee to you to hideme.
10Teachme to do your will,

for you aremy God.
Your Spirit is good.

Leadme in the land of uprightness.
11Reviveme, LORD, for your name’s sake.

In your righteousness, bringmy soul out of trouble.
12 In your loving kindness, cut offmy enemies,

and destroy all those who afflict my soul,
for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1Blessed be the LORD, my rock,

who trains my hands to war,
andmy fingers to battle—

2my loving kindness, my fortress,
my high tower, my deliverer,
my shield, and he in whom I take refuge,
who subdues my people under me.

3LORD, what is man, that you care for him?
Or the son of man, that you think of him?

4Man is like a breath.
His days are like a shadow that passes away.

5Part your heavens, LORD, and come down.
Touch themountains, and they will smoke.

6Throw out lightning, and scatter them.
Send out your arrows, and rout them.

7 Stretch out your hand from above,
rescueme, and deliver me out of great waters,
out of the hands of foreigners,
8whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

9 I will sing a new song to you, God.
On a ten-stringed lyre, I will sing praises to you.

10You are he who gives salvation to kings,
who rescues David, his servant, from the deadly sword.

11Rescueme, and deliver me out of the hands of foreigners,
whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

12Then our sons will be like well-nurtured plants,
our daughters like pillars carved to adorn a palace.

13Our barns are full, filled with all kinds of provision.
Our sheep produce thousands and ten thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen will pull heavy loads.
There is no breaking in, and no going away,
and no outcry in our streets.

15Happy are the people who are in such a situation.
Happy are the people whose God is the LORD.
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145
A praise psalm by David.*
1 I will exalt you, my God, the King.

I will praise your name forever and ever.
2Every day I will praise you.

I will extol your name forever and ever.
3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised!

His greatness is unsearchable.
4One generation will commend your works to another,

and will declare yourmighty acts.
5 I will meditate on the glorious majesty of your honor,

on your wondrous works.
6Menwill speak of themight of your awesome acts.

I will declare your greatness.
7They will utter thememory of your great goodness,

and will sing of your righteousness.
8The LORD is gracious, merciful,

slow to anger, and of great loving kindness.
9The LORD is good to all.

His tender mercies are over all his works.
10All your works will give thanks to you, LORD.

Your saints will extol you.
11They will speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and talk about your power,
12 to make known to the sons of men his mighty acts,

the glory of themajesty of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.

Your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The LORD is faithful in all his words,

and loving in all his deeds.†
14The LORD upholds all who fall,

and raises up all those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait for you.

You give them their food in due season.
16You open your hand,

and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17The LORD is righteous in all his ways,

and gracious in all his works.
18The LORD is near to all those who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth.
19Hewill fulfill the desire of those who fear him.

He also will hear their cry, and will save them.
20The LORD preserves all those who love him,

but he will destroy all the wicked.
21Mymouth will speak the praise of the LORD.

Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

* 145: This is an acrostic psalm, with every verse (including the second half of verse 13) starting
with a consecutive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. † 145:13 Somemanuscripts omit these last two
lines.
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146
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD,†my soul.
2While I live, I will praise the LORD.

I will sing praises to my God as long as I exist.
3Don’t put your trust in princes,

in a son of man in whom there is no help.
4His spirit departs, and he returns to the earth.

In that very day, his thoughts perish.
5Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help,

whose hope is in the LORD, his God,
6whomade heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps truth forever;

7who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD frees the prisoners.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD raises up those who are bowed down.
The LORD loves the righteous.

9The LORD preserves the foreigners.
He upholds the fatherless and widow,
but he turns the way of the wicked upside down.

10The LORDwill reign forever;
your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the LORD!‡

147
1Praise the LORD,*

for it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant and fitting to praise him.

2The LORD† builds up Jerusalem.
He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.

3He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

4He counts the number of the stars.
He calls them all by their names.

5Great is our Lord, andmighty in power.
His understanding is infinite.

6The LORD upholds the humble.
He brings the wicked down to the ground.

7 Sing to the LORDwith thanksgiving.
Sing praises on the harp to our God,

8who covers the sky with clouds,
who prepares rain for the earth,
whomakes grass grow on themountains.

* 146:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 146:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 146:10 Hebrew: יה Yah * 147:1
Hebrew: יה Yah † 147:2 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when
otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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9He provides food for the livestock,
and for the young ravens when they call.

10He doesn’t delight in the strength of the horse.
He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.

11The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his loving kindness.

12Praise the LORD, Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion!

13For he has strengthened the bars of your gates.
He has blessed your children within you.

14Hemakes peace in your borders.
He fills you with the finest of the wheat.

15He sends out his commandment to the earth.
His word runs very swiftly.

16He gives snow like wool,
and scatters frost like ashes.

17He hurls down his hail like pebbles.
Who can stand before his cold?

18He sends out his word, andmelts them.
He causes his wind to blow, and the waters flow.

19He shows his word to Jacob,
his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.

20He has not done this for just any nation.
They don’t know his ordinances.

Praise the LORD!‡

148
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD† from the heavens!
Praise him in the heights!

2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his army!

3Praise him, sun andmoon!
Praise him, all you shining stars!

4Praise him, you heavens of heavens,
you waters that are above the heavens.

5Let them praise the LORD’s name,
for he commanded, and they were created.

6He has also established them forever and ever.
He has made a decree which will not pass away.

7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures, and all depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormywind, fulfilling his word,

9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,

10wild animals and all livestock,
small creatures and flying birds,

‡ 147:20 Hebrew: יה Yah * 148:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 148:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the
Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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11kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all judges of the earth,

12both youngmen andmaidens,
old men and children.

13Let them praise the LORD’s name,
for his name alone is exalted.
His glory is above the earth and the heavens.

14He has lifted up the horn of his people,
the praise of all his saints,
even of the children of Israel, a people near to him.

Praise the LORD!‡

149
1Praise the LORD!*

Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in himwhomade them.
Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3Let them praise his name in the dance!
Let them sing praises to himwith tambourine and harp!

4For the LORD takes pleasure in his people.
He crowns the humble with salvation.

5Let the saints rejoice in honor.
Let them sing for joy on their beds.

6May the high praises of God be in their mouths,
and a two-edged sword in their hand,

7 to execute vengeance on the nations,
and punishments on the peoples;

8 to bind their kings with chains,
and their nobles with fetters of iron;

9 to execute on them the written judgment.
All his saints have this honor.

Praise the LORD!†

150
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in his heavens for his acts of power!

2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him according to his excellent greatness!

3Praise himwith the sounding of the trumpet!
Praise himwith harp and lyre!

4Praise himwith tambourine and dancing!
Praise himwith stringed instruments and flute!

5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith resounding cymbals!

6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!†

‡ 148:14 Hebrew: Yahיה * 149:1 LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוהYahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 149:9 Hebrew: יה Yah * 150:1
Hebrew: יה Yah † 150:6 Hebrew: יה Yah
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Praise the LORD!‡

‡ 150:6 Hebrew: יה Yah
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The Proverbs
1The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel:

2 to knowwisdom and instruction;
to discern the words of understanding;

3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,
in righteousness, justice, and equity;

4 to give prudence to the simple,
knowledge and discretion to the youngman—

5 that the wise manmay hear, and increase in learning;
that theman of understandingmay attain to sound counsel;

6 to understand a proverb and parables,
the words and riddles of the wise.

7The fear of the LORD* is the beginning of knowledge,
but the foolish despise wisdom and instruction.

8My son, listen to your father’s instruction,
and don’t forsake yourmother’s teaching;

9 for they will be a garland to grace your head,
and chains around your neck.

10My son, if sinners entice you,
don’t consent.

11 If they say, “Comewith us.
Let’s lie in wait for blood.
Let’s lurk secretly for the innocent without cause.

12Let’s swallow them up alive like Sheol,†
andwhole, like those who go down into the pit.

13We’ll find all valuable wealth.
We’ll fill our houses with plunder.

14You shall cast your lot among us.
We’ll all have one purse”—

15my son, don’t walk on the path with them.
Keep your foot from their path,

16 for their feet run to evil.
They hurry to shed blood.

17For the net is spread in vain in the sight of any bird;
18but these lay in wait for their own blood.

They lurk secretly for their own lives.
19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain.

It takes away the life of its owners.

20Wisdom calls aloud in the street.
She utters her voice in the public squares.

21 She calls at the head of noisy places.
At the entrance of the city gates, she utters her words:

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity?

* 1:7 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:12 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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How long will mockers delight themselves inmockery,
and fools hate knowledge?

23Turn at my reproof.
Behold,‡ I will pour out my spirit on you.
I will make knownmywords to you.

24Because I have called, and you have refused;
I have stretched out my hand, and no one has paid attention;

25but you have ignored all my counsel,
and wanted none of my reproof;

26 I also will laugh at your disaster.
I will mock when calamity overtakes you,

27when calamity overtakes you like a storm,
when your disaster comes on like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come on you.

28Then they will call onme, but I will not answer.
They will seekme diligently, but they will not findme,

29because they hated knowledge,
and didn’t choose the fear of the LORD.

30They wanted none of my counsel.
They despised all my reproof.

31Therefore they will eat of the fruit of their ownway,
and be filled with their own schemes.

32For the backsliding of the simple will kill them.
The careless ease of fools will destroy them.

33But whoever listens to mewill dwell securely,
and will be at ease, without fear of harm.”

2
1My son, if you will receive mywords,

and store upmy commandments within you,
2 so as to turn your ear to wisdom,

and apply your heart to understanding;
3yes, if you call out for discernment,

and lift up your voice for understanding;
4 if you seek her as silver,

and search for her as for hidden treasures;
5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD,

and find the knowledge of God.*
6For the LORD gives wisdom.

Out of his mouth comes knowledge and understanding.
7He lays up soundwisdom for the upright.

He is a shield to those whowalk in integrity,
8 that hemay guard the paths of justice,

and preserve the way of his saints.
9Then youwill understand righteousness and justice,

equity and every good path.
10For wisdomwill enter into your heart.

Knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.
‡ 1:23 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. * 2:5 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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11Discretion will watch over you.
Understanding will keep you,

12 to deliver you from the way of evil,
from themenwho speak perverse things,

13who forsake the paths of uprightness,
to walk in the ways of darkness,

14who rejoice to do evil,
and delight in the perverseness of evil,

15who are crooked in their ways,
and wayward in their paths,

16 to deliver you from the strange woman,
even from the foreigner who flatters with her words,

17who forsakes the friend of her youth,
and forgets the covenant of her God;

18 for her house leads down to death,
her paths to the departed spirits.

19None who go to her return again,
neither do they attain to the paths of life.

20Therefore walk in the way of goodmen,
and keep the paths of the righteous.

21For the upright will dwell in the land.
The perfect will remain in it.

22But the wicked will be cut off from the land.
The treacherous will be rooted out of it.

3
1My son, don’t forget my teaching,

but let your heart keepmy commandments,
2 for they will add to you length of days,

years of life, and peace.
3Don’t let kindness and truth forsake you.

Bind them around your neck.
Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4 So you will find favor,
and good understanding in the sight of God andman.

5Trust in the LORDwith all your heart,
and don’t lean on your own understanding.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

7Don’t be wise in your own eyes.
Fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It will be health to your body,
and nourishment to your bones.

9Honor the LORDwith your substance,
with the first fruits of all your increase;

10 so your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will overflowwith newwine.

11My son, don’t despise the LORD’s discipline,
neither be weary of his correction;

12 for whom the LORD loves, he corrects,
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even as a father reproves the son in whom he delights.

13Happy is themanwho finds wisdom,
themanwho gets understanding.

14For her good profit is better than getting silver,
and her return is better than fine gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies.
None of the things you can desire are to be compared to her.

16Length of days is in her right hand.
In her left hand are riches and honor.

17Her ways are ways of pleasantness.
All her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her.
Happy is everyone who retains her.

19Bywisdom the LORD founded the earth.
By understanding, he established the heavens.

20By his knowledge, the depths were broken up,
and the skies drop down the dew.

21My son, let them not depart from your eyes.
Keep soundwisdom and discretion,

22 so they will be life to your soul,
and grace for your neck.

23Then you shall walk in your way securely.
Your foot won’t stumble.

24When you lie down, you will not be afraid.
Yes, you will lie down, and your sleep will be sweet.

25Don’t be afraid of sudden fear,
neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it comes;

26 for the LORDwill be your confidence,
and will keep your foot from being taken.

27Don’t withhold good from those to whom it is due,
when it is in the power of your hand to do it.

28Don’t say to your neighbor, “Go, and come again;
tomorrow I will give it to you,”
when you have it by you.

29Don’t devise evil against your neighbor,
since he dwells securely by you.

30Don’t strive with amanwithout cause,
if he has done you no harm.

31Don’t envy theman of violence.
Choose none of his ways.

32For the perverse is an abomination to the LORD,
but his friendship is with the upright.

33The LORD’s curse is in the house of the wicked,
but he blesses the habitation of the righteous.

34 Surely hemocks themockers,
but he gives grace to the humble.

35The wise will inherit glory,
but shamewill be the promotion of fools.
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4
1Listen, sons, to a father’s instruction.

Pay attention and know understanding;
2 for I give you sound learning.

Don’t forsakemy law.
3For I was a son tomy father,

tender and an only child in the sight of mymother.
4He taught me, and said to me:

“Let your heart retainmywords.
Keepmy commandments, and live.

5Get wisdom.
Get understanding.
Don’t forget, and don’t deviate from the words of mymouth.

6Don’t forsake her, and she will preserve you.
Love her, and she will keep you.

7Wisdom is supreme.
Get wisdom.
Yes, though it costs all your possessions, get understanding.

8Esteem her, and she will exalt you.
She will bring you to honor when you embrace her.

9 She will give to your head a garland of grace.
She will deliver a crown of splendor to you.”

10Listen, my son, and receive my sayings.
The years of your life will be many.

11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom.
I have led you in straight paths.

12When you go, your steps will not be hampered.
When you run, you will not stumble.

13Take firm hold of instruction.
Don’t let her go.
Keep her, for she is your life.

14Don’t enter into the path of the wicked.
Don’t walk in the way of evil men.

15Avoid it, and don’t pass by it.
Turn from it, and pass on.

16For they don’t sleep unless they do evil.
Their sleep is taken away, unless theymake someone fall.

17For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

18But the path of the righteous is like the dawning light
that shines more andmore until the perfect day.

19The way of the wicked is like darkness.
They don’t knowwhat they stumble over.

20My son, attend to mywords.
Turn your ear to my sayings.

21Let them not depart from your eyes.
Keep them in the center of your heart.

22For they are life to those who find them,
and health to their whole body.
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23Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it is the wellspring of life.

24Put away from yourself a perverse mouth.
Put corrupt lips far from you.

25Let your eyes look straight ahead.
Fix your gaze directly before you.

26Make the path of your feet level.
Let all of your ways be established.

27Don’t turn to the right hand nor to the left.
Remove your foot from evil.

5
1My son, pay attention to mywisdom.

Turn your ear to my understanding,
2 that youmaymaintain discretion,

that your lips may preserve knowledge.
3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey.

Her mouth is smoother than oil,
4but in the end she is as bitter as wormwood,

and as sharp as a two-edged sword.
5Her feet go down to death.

Her steps lead straight to Sheol.*
6 She gives no thought to the way of life.

Her ways are crooked, and she doesn’t know it.
7Now therefore, my sons, listen to me.

Don’t depart from the words of mymouth.
8Remove your way far from her.

Don’t come near the door of her house,
9 lest you give your honor to others,

and your years to the cruel one;
10 lest strangers feast on your wealth,

and your labors enrich another man’s house.
11Youwill groan at your latter end,

when your flesh and your body are consumed,
12and say, “How I have hated instruction,

andmy heart despised reproof.
13 I haven’t obeyed the voice of my teachers,

nor turnedmy ear to those who instructedme!
14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin,

among the gathered assembly.”
15Drink water out of your own cistern,

running water out of your ownwell.
16 Should your springs overflow in the streets,

streams of water in the public squares?
17Let them be for yourself alone,

not for strangers with you.
18Let your spring be blessed.
* 5:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Rejoice in the wife of your youth.
19A loving doe and a graceful deer—

let her breasts satisfy you at all times.
Be captivated always with her love.

20For why should you, my son, be captivated with an adulteress?
Why embrace the bosom of another?

21For the ways of man are before the LORD’s eyes.
He examines all his paths.

22The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare him.
The cords of his sin hold him firmly.

23Hewill die for lack of instruction.
In the greatness of his folly, he will go astray.

6
1My son, if you have become collateral for your neighbor,

if you have struck your hands in pledge for a stranger,
2you are trapped by the words of yourmouth;

you are ensnared with the words of yourmouth.
3Do this now, my son, and deliver yourself,

since you have come into the hand of your neighbor.
Go, humble yourself.

Press your plea with your neighbor.
4Give no sleep to your eyes,

nor slumber to your eyelids.
5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,

like a bird from the snare of the fowler.
6Go to the ant, you sluggard.

Consider her ways, and be wise;
7which having no chief, overseer, or ruler,

8provides her bread in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.

9How long will you sleep, sluggard?
Whenwill you arise out of your sleep?

10A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep—

11 so your poverty will come as a robber,
and your scarcity as an armedman.

12Aworthless person, a man of iniquity,
is he whowalks with a perverse mouth,

13whowinks with his eyes, who signals with his feet,
whomotions with his fingers,

14 in whose heart is perverseness,
who devises evil continually,
who always sows discord.

15Therefore his calamity will come suddenly.
He will be broken suddenly, and that without remedy.

16There are six things which the LORD hates;
yes, seven which are an abomination to him:
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17arrogant eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,

18a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are swift in running to mischief,

19a false witness who utters lies,
and he who sows discord among brothers.

20My son, keep your father’s commandment,
and don’t forsake yourmother’s teaching.

21Bind them continually on your heart.
Tie them around your neck.

22When youwalk, it will lead you.
When you sleep, it will watch over you.
When you awake, it will talk with you.

23For the commandment is a lamp,
and the law is light.
Reproofs of instruction are the way of life,

24 to keep you from the immoral woman,
from the flattery of the wayward wife’s tongue.

25Don’t lust after her beauty in your heart,
neither let her captivate you with her eyelids.

26For a prostitute reduces you to a piece of bread.
The adulteress hunts for your precious life.

27Can aman scoop fire into his lap,
and his clothes not be burned?

28Or can one walk on hot coals,
and his feet not be scorched?

29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife.
Whoever touches her will not be unpunished.

30Men don’t despise a thief
if he steals to satisfy himself when he is hungry,

31but if he is found, he shall restore seven times.
He shall give all the wealth of his house.

32Hewho commits adultery with a woman is void of understanding.
He who does it destroys his own soul.

33Hewill get wounds and dishonor.
His reproach will not be wiped away.

34For jealousy arouses the fury of the husband.
He won’t spare in the day of vengeance.

35Hewon’t regard any ransom,
neither will he rest content, though you givemany gifts.

7
1My son, keepmywords.

Lay upmy commandments within you.
2Keepmy commandments and live!

Guardmy teaching as the apple of your eye.
3Bind them on your fingers.

Write them on the tablet of your heart.
4Tell wisdom, “You aremy sister.”

Call understanding your relative,
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5 that theymay keep you from the strange woman,
from the foreigner who flatters with her words.

6For at the window of my house,
I looked out throughmy lattice.

7 I saw among the simple ones.
I discerned among the youths a youngman void of understanding,

8passing through the street near her corner,
he went the way to her house,

9 in the twilight, in the evening of the day,
in themiddle of the night and in the darkness.

10Behold, there a womanmet himwith the attire of a prostitute,
and with crafty intent.

11 She is loud and defiant.
Her feet don’t stay in her house.

12Now she is in the streets, now in the squares,
and lurking at every corner.

13 So she caught him, and kissed him.
With an impudent face she said to him:

14 “Sacrifices of peace offerings are withme.
Today I have paidmy vows.

15Therefore I came out to meet you,
to diligently seek your face,
and I have found you.

16 I have spreadmy couch with carpets of tapestry,
with striped cloths of the yarn of Egypt.

17 I have perfumedmy bed withmyrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
18Come, let’s take our fill of loving until the morning.

Let’s solace ourselves with loving.
19Formy husband isn’t at home.

He has gone on a long journey.
20He has taken a bag of money with him.

He will come home at the full moon.”
21With persuasive words, she led him astray.

With the flattering of her lips, she seduced him.
22He followed her immediately,

as an ox goes to the slaughter,
as a fool stepping into a noose.

23Until an arrow strikes through his liver,
as a bird hurries to the snare,
and doesn’t know that it will cost his life.

24Now therefore, sons, listen to me.
Pay attention to the words of mymouth.

25Don’t let your heart turn to her ways.
Don’t go astray in her paths,

26 for she has thrown downmanywounded.
Yes, all her slain are amighty army.

27Her house is the way to Sheol,*
going down to the rooms of death.

* 7:27 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8
1Doesn’t wisdom cry out?

Doesn’t understanding raise her voice?
2On the top of high places by the way,

where the paths meet, she stands.
3Beside the gates, at the entry of the city,

at the entry doors, she cries aloud:
4 “I call to youmen!

I sendmy voice to the sons of mankind.
5You simple, understand prudence!

You fools, be of an understanding heart!
6Hear, for I will speak excellent things.

The opening of my lips is for right things.
7Formymouth speaks truth.

Wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
8All the words of mymouth are in righteousness.

There is nothing crooked or perverse in them.
9They are all plain to himwho understands,

right to those who find knowledge.
10Receive my instruction rather than silver,

knowledge rather than choice gold.
11For wisdom is better than rubies.

All the things that may be desired can’t be compared to it.

12 “I, wisdom, havemade prudencemy dwelling.
Find out knowledge and discretion.

13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.
I hate pride, arrogance, the evil way, and the perverse mouth.

14Counsel and sound knowledge aremine.
I have understanding and power.

15Byme kings reign,
and princes decree justice.

16Byme princes rule,
nobles, and all the righteous rulers of the earth.

17 I love those who loveme.
Those who seekme diligently will findme.

18Withme are riches, honor,
enduring wealth, and prosperity.

19My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine gold,
my yield than choice silver.

20 I walk in the way of righteousness,
in themiddle of the paths of justice,

21 that I may give wealth to those who loveme.
I fill their treasuries.

22 “The LORD possessedme in the beginning of his work,
before his deeds of old.

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning,
before the earth existed.

24When there were no depths, I was born,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
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25Before themountains were settled in place,
before the hills, I was born;

26while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields,
nor the beginning of the dust of the world.

27When he established the heavens, I was there.
When he set a circle on the surface of the deep,

28when he established the clouds above,
when the springs of the deep became strong,

29when he gave to the sea its boundary,
that the waters should not violate his commandment,
when hemarked out the foundations of the earth,

30 then I was the craftsman by his side.
I was a delight day by day,
always rejoicing before him,

31 rejoicing in his whole world.
My delight was with the sons of men.

32 “Now therefore, my sons, listen to me,
for blessed are those who keepmyways.

33Hear instruction, and be wise.
Don’t refuse it.

34Blessed is themanwho hears me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at my door posts.

35For whoever findsme finds life,
and will obtain favor from the LORD.

36But he who sins against mewrongs his own soul.
All those who hate me love death.”

9
1Wisdom has built her house.

She has carved out her seven pillars.
2 She has prepared her meat.

She has mixed her wine.
She has also set her table.

3 She has sent out her maidens.
She cries from the highest places of the city:

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
As for himwho is void of understanding, she says to him,

5 “Come, eat some of my bread,
Drink some of the wine which I havemixed!

6Leave your simple ways, and live.
Walk in the way of understanding.”

7Onewho corrects a mocker invites insult.
One who reproves a wickedman invites abuse.

8Don’t reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you.
Reprove a wise person, and he will love you.

9 Instruct a wise person, and he will be still wiser.
Teach a righteous person, and he will increase in learning.

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.
The knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
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11For byme your days will be multiplied.
The years of your life will be increased.

12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself.
If youmock, you alone will bear it.

13The foolish woman is loud,
undisciplined, and knows nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat in the high places of the city,

15 to call to those who pass by,
who go straight on their ways,

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
As for himwho is void of understanding, she says to him,

17 “Stolen water is sweet.
Food eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18But he doesn’t know that the departed spirits are there,
that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.*

10
1The proverbs of Solomon.

A wise sonmakes a glad father;
but a foolish son brings grief to his mother.

2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing,
but righteousness delivers from death.

3The LORDwill not allow the soul of the righteous to go hungry,
but he thrusts away the desire of the wicked.

4He becomes poor whoworks with a lazy hand,
but the hand of the diligent brings wealth.

5Hewho gathers in summer is a wise son,
but he who sleeps during the harvest is a son who causes shame.

6Blessings are on the head of the righteous,
but violence covers themouth of the wicked.

7Thememory of the righteous is blessed,
but the name of the wicked will rot.

8The wise in heart accept commandments,
but a chattering fool will fall.

9Hewhowalks blamelessly walks surely,
but he who perverts his ways will be found out.

10Onewhowinks with the eye causes sorrow,
but a chattering fool will fall.

11Themouth of the righteous is a spring of life,
but violence covers themouth of the wicked.

12Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all wrongs.

13Wisdom is found on the lips of himwho has discernment,
but a rod is for the back of himwho is void of understanding.

14Wisemen lay up knowledge,
but themouth of the foolish is near ruin.

15The richman’s wealth is his strong city.
* 9:18 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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The destruction of the poor is their poverty.
16The labor of the righteous leads to life.

The increase of the wicked leads to sin.
17He is in the way of life who heeds correction,

but he who forsakes reproof leads others astray.
18Hewho hides hatred has lying lips.

He who utters a slander is a fool.
19 In themultitude of words there is no lack of disobedience,

but he who restrains his lips does wisely.
20The tongue of the righteous is like choice silver.

The heart of the wicked is of little worth.
21The lips of the righteous feedmany,

but the foolish die for lack of understanding.
22The LORD’s blessing brings wealth,

and he adds no trouble to it.
23 It is a fool’s pleasure to do wickedness,

but wisdom is aman of understanding’s pleasure.
24What the wicked fear will overtake them,

but the desire of the righteous will be granted.
25When the whirlwind passes, the wicked is nomore;

but the righteous stand firm forever.
26As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes,

so is the sluggard to those who send him.
27The fear of the LORD prolongs days,

but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.
28The prospect of the righteous is joy,

but the hope of the wicked will perish.
29The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the upright,

but it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity.
30The righteous will never be removed,

but the wicked will not dwell in the land.
31Themouth of the righteous produces wisdom,

but the perverse tongue will be cut off.
32The lips of the righteous knowwhat is acceptable,

but themouth of the wicked is perverse.

11
1A false balance is an abomination to the LORD,

but accurate weights are his delight.
2When pride comes, then comes shame,

but with humility comes wisdom.
3The integrity of the upright shall guide them,

but the perverseness of the treacherous shall destroy them.
4Riches don’t profit in the day of wrath,

but righteousness delivers from death.
5The righteousness of the blameless will direct his way,

but the wicked shall fall by his ownwickedness.
6The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them,

but the unfaithful will be trapped by evil desires.
7When awickedman dies, hope perishes,
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and expectation of power comes to nothing.
8A righteous person is delivered out of trouble,

and the wicked takes his place.
9With his mouth the godless man destroys his neighbor,

but the righteous will be delivered through knowledge.
10When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices.

When the wicked perish, there is shouting.
11By the blessing of the upright, the city is exalted,

but it is overthrown by themouth of the wicked.
12Onewho despises his neighbor is void of wisdom,

but a man of understanding holds his peace.
13Onewho brings gossip betrays a confidence,

but one who is of a trustworthy spirit is one who keeps a secret.
14Where there is no wise guidance, the nation falls,

but in themultitude of counselors there is victory.
15Hewho is collateral for a stranger will suffer for it,

but he who refuses pledges of collateral is secure.
16A gracious woman obtains honor,

but violent men obtain riches.
17Themerciful man does good to his own soul,

but he who is cruel troubles his own flesh.
18Wicked people earn deceitful wages,

but one who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.
19Hewho is truly righteous gets life.

He who pursues evil gets death.
20Those who are perverse in heart are an abomination to the LORD,

but those whose ways are blameless are his delight.
21Most certainly, the evil manwill not be unpunished,

but the offspring* of the righteous will be delivered.
22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout,

is a beautiful womanwho lacks discretion.
23The desire of the righteous is only good.

The expectation of the wicked is wrath.
24There is one who scatters, and increases yet more.

There is onewhowithholdsmore than is appropriate, but gains poverty.
25The liberal soul shall be made fat.

He whowaters shall be watered also himself.
26People curse someone whowithholds grain,

but blessing will be on the head of himwho sells it.
27Hewho diligently seeks good seeks favor,

but he who searches after evil, it shall come to him.
28Hewho trusts in his riches will fall,

but the righteous shall flourish as the green leaf.
29Hewho troubles his own house shall inherit the wind.

The foolish shall be servant to the wise of heart.
30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.

He who is wise wins souls.
31Behold, the righteous shall be repaid in the earth,

howmuchmore the wicked and the sinner!
* 11:21 or, seed
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12
1Whoever loves correction loves knowledge,

but he who hates reproof is stupid.
2A goodman shall obtain favor from the LORD,

but he will condemn aman of wicked plans.
3Aman shall not be established by wickedness,

but the root of the righteous shall not bemoved.
4Aworthy woman is the crown of her husband,

but a disgraceful wife is as rottenness in his bones.
5The thoughts of the righteous are just,

but the advice of the wicked is deceitful.
6The words of the wicked are about lying in wait for blood,

but the speech of the upright rescues them.
7The wicked are overthrown, and are nomore,

but the house of the righteous shall stand.
8Aman shall be commended according to his wisdom,

but he who has a warpedmind shall be despised.
9Better is he who is little known, and has a servant,

than he who honors himself and lacks bread.
10A righteous man respects the life of his animal,

but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.
11Hewho tills his land shall have plenty of bread,

but he who chases fantasies is void of understanding.
12The wicked desires the plunder of evil men,

but the root of the righteous flourishes.
13An evil man is trapped by sinfulness of lips,

but the righteous shall come out of trouble.
14Aman shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth.

The work of a man’s hands shall be rewarded to him.
15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,

but he who is wise listens to counsel.
16A fool shows his annoyance the same day,

but one who overlooks an insult is prudent.
17Hewho is truthful testifies honestly,

but a false witness lies.
18There is one who speaks rashly like the piercing of a sword,

but the tongue of the wise heals.
19Truth’s lips will be established forever,

but a lying tongue is only momentary.
20Deceit is in the heart of those who plot evil,

but joy comes to the promoters of peace.
21Nomischief shall happen to the righteous,

but the wicked shall be filled with evil.
22Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,

but those who do the truth are his delight.
23A prudent man keeps his knowledge,

but the hearts of fools proclaim foolishness.
24The hands of the diligent ones shall rule,

but laziness ends in slave labor.
25Anxiety in aman’s heart weighs it down,
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but a kind wordmakes it glad.
26A righteous person is cautious in friendship,

but the way of the wicked leads them astray.
27The slothful man doesn’t roast his game,

but the possessions of diligent men are prized.
28 In the way of righteousness is life;

in its path there is no death.

13
1Awise son listens to his father’s instruction,

but a scoffer doesn’t listen to rebuke.
2By the fruit of his lips, a man enjoys good things,

but the unfaithful crave violence.
3Hewho guards his mouth guards his soul.

One who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.
4The soul of the sluggard desires, and has nothing,

but the desire of the diligent shall be fully satisfied.
5A righteous man hates lies,

but a wickedman brings shame and disgrace.
6Righteousness guards the way of integrity,

but wickedness overthrows the sinner.
7There are somewho pretend to be rich, yet have nothing.

There are somewho pretend to be poor, yet have great wealth.
8The ransom of aman’s life is his riches,

but the poor hear no threats.
9The light of the righteous shines brightly,

but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed out.
10Pride only breeds quarrels,

but wisdom is with people who take advice.
11Wealth gained dishonestly dwindles away,

but he who gathers by handmakes it grow.
12Hope deferredmakes the heart sick,

but when longing is fulfilled, it is a tree of life.
13Whoever despises instruction will pay for it,

but he who respects a commandwill be rewarded.
14The teaching of the wise is a spring of life,

to turn from the snares of death.
15Good understanding wins favor,

but the way of the unfaithful is hard.
16Every prudent man acts from knowledge,

but a fool exposes folly.
17Awickedmessenger falls into trouble,

but a trustworthy envoy gains healing.
18Poverty and shame come to himwho refuses discipline,

but he who heeds correction shall be honored.
19Longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul,

but fools detest turning from evil.
20Onewhowalks with wise men grows wise,

but a companion of fools suffers harm.
21Misfortune pursues sinners,

but prosperity rewards the righteous.
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22A goodman leaves an inheritance to his children’s children,
but the wealth of the sinner is stored for the righteous.

23An abundance of food is in poor people’s fields,
but injustice sweeps it away.

24Onewho spares the rod hates his son,
but one who loves him is careful to discipline him.

25The righteous one eats to the satisfying of his soul,
but the belly of the wicked goes hungry.

14
1Every wise woman builds her house,

but the foolish one tears it downwith her own hands.
2Hewhowalks in his uprightness fears the LORD,

but he who is perverse in his ways despises him.
3The fool’s talk brings a rod to his back,

but the lips of the wise protect them.
4Where no oxen are, the crib is clean,

but much increase is by the strength of the ox.
5A truthful witness will not lie,

but a false witness pours out lies.
6A scoffer seeks wisdom, and doesn’t find it,

but knowledge comes easily to a discerning person.
7 Stay away from a foolishman,

for you won’t find knowledge on his lips.
8The wisdom of the prudent is to think about his way,

but the folly of fools is deceit.
9Fools mock at making atonement for sins,

but among the upright there is good will.
10The heart knows its own bitterness and joy;

he will not share these with a stranger.
11The house of the wicked will be overthrown,

but the tent of the upright will flourish.
12There is a way which seems right to aman,

but in the end it leads to death.
13Even in laughter the heart may be sorrowful,

andmirthmay end in heaviness.
14The unfaithful will be repaid for his ownways;

likewise a goodmanwill be rewarded for his ways.
15A simple man believes everything,

but the prudent man carefully considers his ways.
16Awise man fears and shuns evil,

but the fool is hot headed and reckless.
17Hewho is quick to become angry will commit folly,

and a crafty man is hated.
18The simple inherit folly,

but the prudent are crownedwith knowledge.
19The evil bow down before the good,

and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.
20The poor person is shunned even by his own neighbor,

but the rich person has many friends.
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21Hewho despises his neighbor sins,
but he who has pity on the poor is blessed.

22Don’t they go astray who plot evil?
But love and faithfulness belong to those who plan good.

23 In all hard work there is profit,
but the talk of the lips leads only to poverty.

24The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the folly of fools crowns themwith folly.

25A truthful witness saves souls,
but a false witness is deceitful.

26 In the fear of the LORD is a secure fortress,
and he will be a refuge for his children.

27The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life,
turning people from the snares of death.

28 In themultitude of people is the king’s glory,
but in the lack of people is the destruction of the prince.

29Hewho is slow to anger has great understanding,
but he who has a quick temper displays folly.

30The life of the body is a heart at peace,
but envy rots the bones.

31Hewho oppresses the poor shows contempt for his Maker,
but he who is kind to the needy honors him.

32The wicked is brought down in his calamity,
but in death, the righteous has a refuge.

33Wisdom rests in the heart of one who has understanding,
and is evenmade known in the inward part of fools.

34Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.

35The king’s favor is toward a servant who deals wisely,
but his wrath is toward one who causes shame.

15
1A gentle answer turns away wrath,

but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2The tongue of the wise commends knowledge,

but themouths of fools gush out folly.
3The LORD’s eyes are everywhere,

keeping watch on the evil and the good.
4A gentle tongue is a tree of life,

but deceit in it crushes the spirit.
5A fool despises his father’s correction,

but he who heeds reproof shows prudence.
6 In the house of the righteous is much treasure,

but the income of the wicked brings trouble.
7The lips of the wise spread knowledge;

not so with the heart of fools.
8The sacrificemade by the wicked is an abomination to the LORD,

but the prayer of the upright is his delight.
9The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD,

but he loves himwho follows after righteousness.
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10There is stern discipline for one who forsakes the way.
Whoever hates reproof shall die.

11 Sheol* and Abaddon are before the LORD—
howmuchmore then the hearts of the children of men!

12A scoffer doesn’t love to be reproved;
he will not go to the wise.

13A glad heart makes a cheerful face,
but an aching heart breaks the spirit.

14The heart of one who has understanding seeks knowledge,
but themouths of fools feed on folly.

15All the days of the afflicted are wretched,
but one who has a cheerful heart enjoys a continual feast.

16Better is little, with the fear of the LORD,
than great treasure with trouble.

17Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is,
than a fattened calf with hatred.

18Awrathful man stirs up contention,
but one who is slow to anger appeases strife.

19The way of the sluggard is like a thorn patch,
but the path of the upright is a highway.

20Awise sonmakes a father glad,
but a foolishman despises his mother.

21Folly is joy to one who is void of wisdom,
but a man of understanding keeps his way straight.

22Where there is no counsel, plans fail;
but in amultitude of counselors they are established.

23 Joy comes to amanwith the reply of his mouth.
How good is a word at the right time!

24The path of life leads upward for the wise,
to keep him from going downward to Sheol.†

25The LORDwill uproot the house of the proud,
but he will keep the widow’s borders intact.

26The LORD detests the thoughts of the wicked,
but the thoughts of the pure are pleasing.

27Hewho is greedy for gain troubles his own house,
but he who hates bribes will live.

28The heart of the righteous weighs answers,
but themouth of the wicked gushes out evil.

29The LORD is far from the wicked,
but he hears the prayer of the righteous.

30The light of the eyes rejoices the heart.
Good news gives health to the bones.

31The ear that listens to reproof lives,
and will be at home among the wise.

32Hewho refuses correction despises his own soul,
but he who listens to reproof gets understanding.

33The fear of the LORD teaches wisdom.
Before honor is humility.

* 15:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 15:24 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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16
1The plans of the heart belong to man,

but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.
2All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes,

but the LORDweighs themotives.
3Commit your deeds to the LORD,

and your plans shall succeed.
4The LORD hasmade everything for its own end—

yes, even the wicked for the day of evil.
5Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD;

they shall certainly not be unpunished.
6Bymercy and truth iniquity is atoned for.

By the fear of the LORDmen depart from evil.
7When aman’s ways please the LORD,

hemakes even his enemies to be at peace with him.
8Better is a little with righteousness,

than great revenues with injustice.
9Aman’s heart plans his course,

but the LORD directs his steps.
10 Inspired judgments are on the lips of the king.

He shall not betray his mouth.
11Honest balances and scales are the LORD’s;

all the weights in the bag are his work.
12 It is an abomination for kings to do wrong,

for the throne is established by righteousness.
13Righteous lips are the delight of kings.

They value one who speaks the truth.
14The king’s wrath is a messenger of death,

but a wise manwill pacify it.
15 In the light of the king’s face is life.

His favor is like a cloud of the spring rain.
16Howmuch better it is to get wisdom than gold!

Yes, to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.
17The highway of the upright is to depart from evil.

He who keeps his way preserves his soul.
18Pride goes before destruction,

and an arrogant spirit before a fall.
19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor,

than to divide the plunder with the proud.
20Hewho heeds theWord finds prosperity.

Whoever trusts in the LORD is blessed.
21The wise in heart shall be called prudent.

Pleasantness of the lips promotes instruction.
22Understanding is a fountain of life to one who has it,

but the punishment of fools is their folly.
23The heart of the wise instructs his mouth,

and adds learning to his lips.
24Pleasant words are a honeycomb,

sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.
25There is a way which seems right to aman,
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but in the end it leads to death.
26The appetite of the laboringman labors for him,

for his mouth urges him on.
27Aworthless man devises mischief.

His speech is like a scorching fire.
28A perverse man stirs up strife.

A whisperer separates close friends.
29Aman of violence entices his neighbor,

and leads him in a way that is not good.
30Onewhowinks his eyes to plot perversities,

one who compresses his lips, is bent on evil.
31Gray hair is a crown of glory.

It is attained by a life of righteousness.
32Onewho is slow to anger is better than themighty;

one who rules his spirit, than he who takes a city.
33The lot is cast into the lap,

but its every decision is from the LORD.

17
1Better is a drymorsel with quietness,

than a house full of feasting with strife.
2A servant who deals wisely will rule over a son who causes shame,

and shall have a part in the inheritance among the brothers.
3The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold,

but the LORD tests the hearts.
4An evildoer heeds wicked lips.

A liar gives ear to amischievous tongue.
5Whoever mocks the poor reproaches his Maker.

He who is glad at calamity shall not be unpunished.
6Children’s children are the crown of old men;

the glory of children is their parents.
7Excellent speech isn’t fitting for a fool,

much less do lying lips fit a prince.
8A bribe is a precious stone in the eyes of himwho gives it;

wherever he turns, he prospers.
9Hewho covers an offense promotes love;

but he who repeats a matter separates best friends.
10A rebuke enters deeper into one who has understanding

than a hundred lashes into a fool.
11An evil man seeks only rebellion;

therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him.
12Let a bear robbed of her cubs meet a man,

rather than a fool in his folly.
13Whoever rewards evil for good,

evil shall not depart from his house.
14The beginning of strife is like breaching a dam,

therefore stop contention before quarreling breaks out.
15Hewho justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the righteous,

both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD.
16Why is there money in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom,
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since he has no understanding?
17A friend loves at all times;

and a brother is born for adversity.
18Aman void of understanding strikes hands,

and becomes collateral in the presence of his neighbor.
19Hewho loves disobedience loves strife.

One who builds a high gate seeks destruction.
20Onewho has a perverse heart doesn’t find prosperity,

and one who has a deceitful tongue falls into trouble.
21Hewho becomes the father of a fool grieves.

The father of a fool has no joy.
22A cheerful heart makes goodmedicine,

but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.
23Awickedman receives a bribe in secret,

to pervert the ways of justice.
24Wisdom is before the face of one who has understanding,

but the eyes of a fool wander to the ends of the earth.
25A foolish son brings grief to his father,

and bitterness to her who bore him.
26Also to punish the righteous is not good,

nor to flog officials for their integrity.
27Hewho spares his words has knowledge.

He who is even tempered is a man of understanding.
28Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is counted wise.

When he shuts his lips, he is thought to be discerning.

18
1Amanwho isolates himself pursues selfishness,

and defies all sound judgment.
2A fool has no delight in understanding,

but only in revealing his own opinion.
3Whenwickedness comes, contempt also comes,

and with shame comes disgrace.
4The words of a man’s mouth are like deep waters.

The fountain of wisdom is like a flowing brook.
5To be partial to the faces of the wicked is not good,

nor to deprive the innocent of justice.
6A fool’s lips come into strife,

and his mouth invites beatings.
7A fool’s mouth is his destruction,

and his lips are a snare to his soul.
8The words of a gossip are like dainty morsels:

they go down into a person’s innermost parts.
9Onewho is slack in his work

is brother to himwho is a master of destruction.
10The LORD’s name is a strong tower:

the righteous run to him, and are safe.
11The richman’s wealth is his strong city,

like an unscalable wall in his own imagination.
12Before destruction the heart of man is proud,
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but before honor is humility.
13Hewho answers before he hears,

that is folly and shame to him.
14Aman’s spirit will sustain him in sickness,

but a crushed spirit, who can bear?
15The heart of the discerning gets knowledge.

The ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
16Aman’s gift makes room for him,

and brings him before great men.
17Hewho pleads his cause first seems right—

until another comes and questions him.
18The lot settles disputes,

and keeps strong ones apart.
19A brother offended is more difficult than a fortified city.

Disputes are like the bars of a fortress.
20Aman’s stomach is filled with the fruit of his mouth.

With the harvest of his lips he is satisfied.
21Death and life are in the power of the tongue;

those who love it will eat its fruit.
22Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing,

and obtains favor of the LORD.
23The poor plead for mercy,

but the rich answer harshly.
24Aman of many companions may be ruined,

but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

19
1Better is the poor whowalks in his integrity

than he who is perverse in his lips and is a fool.
2 It isn’t good to have zeal without knowledge,

nor being hasty with one’s feet andmissing the way.
3The foolishness of man subverts his way;

his heart rages against the LORD.
4Wealth addsmany friends,

but the poor is separated from his friend.
5A false witness shall not be unpunished.

He who pours out lies shall not go free.
6Manywill entreat the favor of a ruler,

and everyone is a friend to amanwho gives gifts.
7All the relatives of the poor shun him;

howmuchmore do his friends avoid him!
He pursues themwith pleas, but they are gone.

8Hewho gets wisdom loves his own soul.
He who keeps understanding shall find good.

9A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who utters lies shall perish.

10Delicate living is not appropriate for a fool,
much less for a servant to have rule over princes.

11The discretion of a manmakes him slow to anger.
It is his glory to overlook an offense.
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12The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion,
but his favor is like dew on the grass.

13A foolish son is the calamity of his father.
A wife’s quarrels are a continual dripping.

14House and riches are an inheritance from fathers,
but a prudent wife is from the LORD.

15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep.
The idle soul shall suffer hunger.

16Hewho keeps the commandment keeps his soul,
but he who is contemptuous in his ways shall die.

17Hewho has pity on the poor lends to the LORD;
he will reward him.

18Discipline your son, for there is hope;
don’t be a willing party to his death.

19A hot-temperedmanmust pay the penalty,
for if you rescue him, youmust do it again.

20Listen to counsel and receive instruction,
that youmay be wise in your latter end.

21There are many plans in aman’s heart,
but the LORD’s counsel will prevail.

22That whichmakes aman to be desired is his kindness.
A poorman is better than a liar.

23The fear of the LORD leads to life, then contentment;
he rests and will not be touched by trouble.

24The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;
he will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

25Flog a scoffer, and the simple will learn prudence;
rebuke one who has understanding, and he will gain knowledge.

26Hewho robs his father and drives away his mother
is a son who causes shame and brings reproach.

27 If you stop listening to instruction, my son,
you will stray from the words of knowledge.

28A corrupt witness mocks justice,
and themouth of the wicked gulps down iniquity.

29Penalties are prepared for scoffers,
and beatings for the backs of fools.

20
1Wine is a mocker and beer is a brawler.

Whoever is led astray by them is not wise.
2The terror of a king is like the roaring of a lion.

He who provokes him to anger forfeits his own life.
3 It is an honor for aman to keep aloof from strife,

but every fool will be quarreling.
4The sluggard will not plow by reason of the winter;

therefore he shall beg in harvest, and have nothing.
5Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water,

but a man of understanding will draw it out.
6Manymen claim to bemen of unfailing love,
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but who can find a faithful man?
7A righteous manwalks in integrity.

Blessed are his children after him.
8A king who sits on the throne of judgment

scatters away all evil with his eyes.
9Who can say, “I havemademy heart pure.

I am clean andwithout sin”?
10Differing weights and differingmeasures,

both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD.
11Even a child makes himself known by his doings,

whether his work is pure, and whether it is right.
12The hearing ear, and the seeing eye,

the LORD hasmade even both of them.
13Don’t love sleep, lest you come to poverty.

Open your eyes, and you shall be satisfied with bread.
14 “It’s no good, it’s no good,” says the buyer;

but when he is gone his way, then he boasts.
15There is gold and abundance of rubies,

but the lips of knowledge are a rare jewel.
16Take the garment of one who puts up collateral for a stranger;

and hold him in pledge for a wayward woman.
17Fraudulent food is sweet to aman,

but afterwards his mouth is filled with gravel.
18Plans are established by advice;

by wise guidance you wage war!
19Hewho goes about as a tale-bearer reveals secrets;

therefore don’t keep companywith himwho opens wide his lips.
20Whoever curses his father or his mother,

his lamp shall be put out in blackness of darkness.
21An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning

won’t be blessed in the end.
22Don’t say, “I will pay back evil.”

Wait for the LORD, and he will save you.
23The LORD detests differing weights,

and dishonest scales are not pleasing.
24Aman’s steps are from the LORD;

how then canman understand his way?
25 It is a snare to aman tomake a rash dedication,

then later to consider his vows.
26Awise king winnows out the wicked,

and drives the threshing wheel over them.
27The spirit of man is the LORD’s lamp,

searching all his innermost parts.
28Love and faithfulness keep the king safe.

His throne is sustained by love.
29The glory of youngmen is their strength.

The splendor of old men is their gray hair.
30Wounding blows cleanse away evil,

and beatings purge the innermost parts.
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1The king’s heart is in the LORD’s hand like the watercourses.

He turns it wherever he desires.
2Every way of a man is right in his own eyes,

but the LORDweighs the hearts.
3To do righteousness and justice

is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
4A high look and a proud heart,

the lamp of the wicked, is sin.
5The plans of the diligent surely lead to profit;

and everyone who is hasty surely rushes to poverty.
6Getting treasures by a lying tongue

is a fleeting vapor for those who seek death.
7The violence of the wicked will drive them away,

because they refuse to do what is right.
8The way of the guilty is devious,

but the conduct of the innocent is upright.
9 It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop

than to share a house with a contentious woman.
10The soul of the wicked desires evil;

his neighbor finds nomercy in his eyes.
11When themocker is punished, the simple gains wisdom.

When the wise is instructed, he receives knowledge.
12The Righteous One considers the house of the wicked,

and brings the wicked to ruin.
13Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the poor,

he will also cry out, but shall not be heard.
14A gift in secret pacifies anger,

and a bribe in the cloak, strong wrath.
15 It is joy to the righteous to do justice;

but it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity.
16Themanwhowanders out of the way of understanding

shall rest in the assembly of the departed spirits.
17Hewho loves pleasure will be a poorman.

He who loves wine and oil won’t be rich.
18The wicked is a ransom for the righteous,

the treacherous for the upright.
19 It is better to dwell in a desert land,

than with a contentious and fretful woman.
20There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise,

but a foolishman swallows it up.
21Hewho follows after righteousness and kindness

finds life, righteousness, and honor.
22Awise man scales the city of themighty,

and brings down the strength of its confidence.
23Whoever guards his mouth and his tongue

keeps his soul from troubles.
24The proud and arrogant man—“Scoffer” is his name—

he works in the arrogance of pride.
25The desire of the sluggard kills him,
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for his hands refuse to labor.
26There are those who covet greedily all day long;

but the righteous give and don’t withhold.
27The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination—

howmuchmore, when he brings it with a wickedmind!
28A false witness will perish.

Amanwho listens speaks to eternity.
29Awickedman hardens his face;

but as for the upright, he establishes his ways.
30There is no wisdom nor understanding

nor counsel against the LORD.
31The horse is prepared for the day of battle;

but victory is with the LORD.

22
1A good name is more desirable than great riches,

and loving favor is better than silver and gold.
2The rich and the poor have this in common:

The LORD is themaker of them all.
3A prudent man sees danger and hides himself;

but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.
4The result of humility and the fear of the LORD

is wealth, honor, and life.
5Thorns and snares are in the path of the wicked;

whoever guards his soul stays far from them.
6Train up a child in the way he should go,

and when he is old he will not depart from it.
7The rich rule over the poor.

The borrower is servant to the lender.
8Hewho sows wickedness reaps trouble,

and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.
9Hewho has a generous eye will be blessed,

for he shares his food with the poor.
10Drive out themocker, and strife will go out;

yes, quarrels and insults will stop.
11Hewho loves purity of heart and speaks gracefully

is the king’s friend.
12The LORD’s eyes watch over knowledge,

but he frustrates the words of the unfaithful.
13The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside!

I will be killed in the streets!”
14Themouth of an adulteress is a deep pit.

He who is under the LORD’s wrath will fall into it.
15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child;

the rod of discipline drives it far from him.
16Whoever oppresses the poor for his own increase and whoever gives to

the rich,
both come to poverty.

17Turn your ear, and listen to the words of the wise.
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Apply your heart to my teaching.
18For it is a pleasant thing if you keep themwithin you,

if all of them are ready on your lips.
19 I teach you today, even you,

so that your trust may be in the LORD.
20Haven’t I written to you thirty excellent things

of counsel and knowledge,
21To teach you truth, reliable words,

to give sound answers to the ones who sent you?

22Don’t exploit the poor because he is poor;
and don’t crush the needy in court;

23 for the LORDwill plead their case,
and plunder the life of those who plunder them.

24Don’t befriend a hot-temperedman.
Don’t associate with one who harbors anger,

25 lest you learn his ways
and ensnare your soul.

26Don’t you be one of those who strike hands,
of those who are collateral for debts.

27 If you don’t havemeans to pay,
why should he take away your bed from under you?

28Don’t move the ancient boundary stone
which your fathers have set up.

29Do you see aman skilled in his work?
He will serve kings.
He won’t serve obscuremen.

23
1When you sit to eat with a ruler,

consider diligently what is before you;
2put a knife to your throat

if you are aman given to appetite.
3Don’t be desirous of his dainties,

since they are deceitful food.
4Don’t weary yourself to be rich.

In your wisdom, show restraint.
5Why do you set your eyes on that which is not?

For it certainly sprouts wings like an eagle and flies in the sky.
6Don’t eat the food of himwho has a stingy eye,

and don’t crave his delicacies,
7 for as he thinks about the cost, so he is.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you.

8Youwill vomit up themorsel which you have eaten
andwaste your pleasant words.
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9Don’t speak in the ears of a fool,
for he will despise the wisdom of your words.

10Don’t move the ancient boundary stone.
Don’t encroach on the fields of the fatherless,

11 for their Defender is strong.
He will plead their case against you.

12Apply your heart to instruction,
and your ears to the words of knowledge.

13Don’t withhold correction from a child.
If you punish himwith the rod, he will not die.

14Punish himwith the rod,
and save his soul from Sheol.*

15My son, if your heart is wise,
thenmy heart will be glad, evenmine.

16Yes, my heart will rejoice
when your lips speak what is right.

17Don’t let your heart envy sinners,
but rather fear the LORD all day long.

18 Indeed surely there is a future hope,
and your hope will not be cut off.

19Listen, my son, and be wise,
and keep your heart on the right path!

20Don’t be among ones drinking toomuchwine,
or those who gorge themselves onmeat;

21 for the drunkard and the glutton shall become poor;
and drowsiness clothes them in rags.

22Listen to your father who gave you life,
and don’t despise yourmother when she is old.

23Buy the truth, and don’t sell it.
Get wisdom, discipline, and understanding.

24The father of the righteous has great joy.
Whoever fathers a wise child delights in him.

25Let your father and yourmother be glad!
Let her who bore you rejoice!

26My son, give me your heart;
and let your eyes keep inmyways.

27For a prostitute is a deep pit;
and a wayward wife is a narrowwell.

28Yes, she lies in wait like a robber,
and increases the unfaithful amongmen.

29Who has woe?
Who has sorrow?
Who has strife?
Who has complaints?
Who has needless bruises?
Who has bloodshot eyes?

* 23:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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30Those who stay long at the wine;
those who go to seek out mixed wine.

31Don’t look at the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly.

32 In the end, it bites like a snake,
and poisons like a viper.

33Your eyes will see strange things,
and yourmind will imagine confusing things.

34Yes, you will be as he who lies down in themiddle of the sea,
or as he who lies on top of the rigging:

35 “They hit me, and I was not hurt!
They beat me, and I don’t feel it!
Whenwill I wake up? I can do it again.
I will look for more.”

24
1Don’t be envious of evil men,

neither desire to be with them;
2 for their hearts plot violence

and their lips talk about mischief.
3Through wisdom a house is built;

by understanding it is established;
4by knowledge the rooms are filled

with all rare and beautiful treasure.
5Awise man has great power.

A knowledgeable man increases strength,
6 for by wise guidance you wage your war,

and victory is in many advisors.
7Wisdom is too high for a fool.

He doesn’t open his mouth in the gate.
8Onewho plots to do evil

will be called a schemer.
9The schemes of folly are sin.

Themocker is detested bymen.
10 If you falter in the time of trouble,

your strength is small.
11Rescue those who are being led away to death!

Indeed, hold back those who are staggering to the slaughter!
12 If you say, “Behold, we didn’t know this,”

doesn’t he whoweighs the hearts consider it?
He who keeps your soul, doesn’t he know it?

Shall he not render to everyman according to his work?
13My son, eat honey, for it is good,

the droppings of the honeycomb, which are sweet to your taste;
14 so you shall knowwisdom to be to your soul.

If you have found it, then there will be a reward:
Your hope will not be cut off.

15Don’t lay in wait, wickedman, against the habitation of the righteous.
Don’t destroy his resting place;
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16 for a righteous man falls seven times and rises up again,
but the wicked are overthrown by calamity.

17Don’t rejoice when your enemy falls.
Don’t let your heart be glad when he is overthrown,

18 lest the LORD see it, and it displease him,
and he turn away his wrath from him.

19Don’t fret yourself because of evildoers,
neither be envious of the wicked;

20 for there will be no reward to the evil man.
The lamp of the wicked will be snuffed out.

21My son, fear the LORD and the king.
Don’t join those who are rebellious,

22 for their calamity will rise suddenly.
Who knows what destructionmay come from them both?

23These also are sayings of the wise:

To show partiality in judgment is not good.
24Hewho says to the wicked, “You are righteous,”

peoples will curse him, and nations will abhor him—
25but it will go well with those who convict the guilty,

and a rich blessing will come on them.
26An honest answer

is like a kiss on the lips.
27Prepare your work outside,

and get your fields ready.
Afterwards, build your house.

28Don’t be a witness against your neighbor without cause.
Don’t deceive with your lips.

29Don’t say, “I will do to him as he has done to me;
I will repay theman according to his work.”

30 I went by the field of the sluggard,
by the vineyard of theman void of understanding.

31Behold, it was all grown over with thorns.
Its surface was covered with nettles,
and its stone wall was broken down.

32Then I saw, and considered well.
I saw, and received instruction:

33a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,

34 so your poverty will come as a robber
and your want as an armedman.

25
1These also are proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of

Judah copied out.
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing,

but the glory of kings is to search out a matter.
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,

so the hearts of kings are unsearchable.
4Take away the dross from the silver,
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andmaterial comes out for the refiner.
5Take away the wicked from the king’s presence,

and his throne will be established in righteousness.
6Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the king,

or claim a place among great men;
7 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,”

than that you should be put lower in the presence of the prince,
whom your eyes have seen.

8Don’t be hasty in bringing charges to court.
What will you do in the end when your neighbor shames you?

9Debate your case with your neighbor,
and don’t betray the confidence of another,
10 lest one who hears it put you to shame,
and your bad reputation never depart.

11Aword fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in settings of silver.

12As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold,
so is a wise reprover to an obedient ear.

13As the cold of snow in the time of harvest,
so is a faithful messenger to those who send him;
for he refreshes the soul of his masters.

14As clouds and wind without rain,
so is he who boasts of gifts deceptively.

15By patience a ruler is persuaded.
A soft tongue breaks the bone.

16Have you found honey?
Eat as much as is sufficient for you,
lest you eat toomuch, and vomit it.

17Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s house,
lest he be weary of you, and hate you.

18Amanwho gives false testimony against his neighbor
is like a club, a sword, or a sharp arrow.

19Confidence in someone unfaithful in time of trouble
is like a bad tooth or a lame foot.

20As one who takes away a garment in cold weather,
or vinegar on soda,
so is one who sings songs to a heavy heart.

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat.
If he is thirsty, give himwater to drink;

22 for you will heap coals of fire on his head,
and the LORDwill reward you.

23The north wind produces rain;
so a backbiting tongue brings an angry face.

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop
than to share a house with a contentious woman.

25Like cold water to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country.

26Like amuddied spring and a polluted well,
so is a righteous manwho gives way before the wicked.

27 It is not good to eat much honey,
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nor is it honorable to seek one’s own honor.
28Like a city that is broken down andwithout walls

is a manwhose spirit is without restraint.

26
1Like snow in summer, and as rain in harvest,

so honor is not fitting for a fool.
2Like a fluttering sparrow,

like a darting swallow,
so the undeserved curse doesn’t come to rest.

3Awhip is for the horse,
a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the back of fools!

4Don’t answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you also be like him.

5Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6Onewho sends amessage by the hand of a fool
is cutting off feet and drinking violence.

7Like the legs of the lame that hang loose,
so is a parable in themouth of fools.

8As one who binds a stone in a sling,
so is he who gives honor to a fool.

9Like a thorn bush that goes into the hand of a drunkard,
so is a parable in themouth of fools.

10As an archer whowounds all,
so is he who hires a fool
or he who hires those who pass by.

11As a dog that returns to his vomit,
so is a fool who repeats his folly.

12Do you see amanwise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.

13The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road!
A fierce lion roams the streets!”

14As the door turns on its hinges,
so does the sluggard on his bed.

15The sluggard buries his hand in the dish.
He is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.

16The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than sevenmenwho answer with discretion.

17Like one who grabs a dog’s ears
is one who passes by andmeddles in a quarrel not his own.

18Like amadmanwho shoots torches, arrows, and death,
19 is the manwho deceives his neighbor and says, “Am I not joking?”

20For lack of wood a fire goes out.
Without gossip, a quarrel dies down.

21As coals are to hot embers,
and wood to fire,
so is a contentious man to kindling strife.

22The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels,
they go down into the innermost parts.
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23Like silver dross on an earthen vessel
are the lips of a fervent one with an evil heart.

24Amalicious man disguises himself with his lips,
but he harbors evil in his heart.

25When his speech is charming, don’t believe him,
for there are seven abominations in his heart.

26His malice may be concealed by deception,
but his wickedness will be exposed in the assembly.

27Whoever digs a pit shall fall into it.
Whoever rolls a stone, it will come back on him.

28A lying tongue hates those it hurts;
and a flatteringmouth works ruin.

27
1Don’t boast about tomorrow;

for you don’t knowwhat a daymay bring.
2Let another man praise you,

and not your ownmouth;
a stranger, and not your own lips.

3A stone is heavy,
and sand is a burden;
but a fool’s provocation is heavier than both.

4Wrath is cruel,
and anger is overwhelming;
but who is able to stand before jealousy?

5Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.

6The wounds of a friend are faithful,
although the kisses of an enemy are profuse.

7A full soul loathes a honeycomb;
but to a hungry soul, every bitter thing is sweet.

8As a bird that wanders from her nest,
so is a manwhowanders from his home.

9Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart;
so does earnest counsel from aman’s friend.

10Don’t forsake your friend and your father’s friend.
Don’t go to your brother’s house in the day of your disaster.
A neighbor who is near is better than a distant brother.

11Be wise, my son,
and bring joy to my heart,
then I can answermy tormentor.

12A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge;
but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.

13Take his garment when he puts up collateral for a stranger.
Hold it for a wayward woman!

14Hewho blesses his neighbor with a loud voice early in themorning,
it will be taken as a curse by him.

15A continual dropping on a rainy day
and a contentious wife are alike:

16 restraining her is like restraining the wind,
or like grasping oil in his right hand.
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17 Iron sharpens iron;
so aman sharpens his friend’s countenance.

18Whoever tends the fig tree shall eat its fruit.
He who looks after his master shall be honored.

19Like water reflects a face,
so aman’s heart reflects theman.

20 Sheol* and Abaddon are never satisfied;
and aman’s eyes are never satisfied.

21The crucible is for silver,
and the furnace for gold;
but man is refined by his praise.

22Though you grind a fool in amortar with a pestle along with grain,
yet his foolishness will not be removed from him.

23Knowwell the state of your flocks,
and pay attention to your herds,

24 for riches are not forever,
nor does the crown endure to all generations.

25The hay is removed, and the new growth appears,
the grasses of the hills are gathered in.

26The lambs are for your clothing,
and the goats are the price of a field.

27There will be plenty of goats’ milk for your food,
for your family’s food,
and for the nourishment of your servant girls.

28
1The wicked flee when no one pursues;

but the righteous are as bold as a lion.
2 In rebellion, a land has many rulers,

but order is maintained by aman of understanding and knowledge.
3A needymanwho oppresses the poor

is like a driving rain which leaves no crops.
4Those who forsake the law praise the wicked;

but those who keep the law contend with them.
5Evil men don’t understand justice;

but those who seek the LORD understand it fully.
6Better is the poor whowalks in his integrity

than he who is perverse in his ways, and he is rich.
7Whoever keeps the law is a wise son;

but he who is a companion of gluttons shames his father.
8Hewho increases his wealth by excessive interest

gathers it for one who has pity on the poor.
9Hewho turns away his ear from hearing the law,

even his prayer is an abomination.
10Whoever causes the upright to go astray in an evil way,

he will fall into his own trap;
but the blameless will inherit good.

11The richman is wise in his own eyes;

* 27:20 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but the poor who has understanding sees through him.
12When the righteous triumph, there is great glory;

but when the wicked rise, men hide themselves.
13Hewho conceals his sins doesn’t prosper,

but whoever confesses and renounces them findsmercy.
14Blessed is themanwho always fears;

but one who hardens his heart falls into trouble.
15As a roaring lion or a charging bear,

so is a wicked ruler over helpless people.
16A tyrannical ruler lacks judgment.

One who hates ill-gotten gain will have long days.
17Amanwho is tormented by blood guilt will be a fugitive until death.

No one will support him.
18Whoever walks blamelessly is kept safe;

but one with perverse ways will fall suddenly.
19Onewhoworks his land will have an abundance of food;

but one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty.
20A faithful man is rich with blessings;

but one who is eager to be rich will not go unpunished.
21To show partiality is not good,

yet a manwill do wrong for a piece of bread.
22A stingyman hurries after riches,

and doesn’t know that poverty waits for him.
23Onewho rebukes amanwill afterward findmore favor

than one who flatters with the tongue.
24Whoever robs his father or his mother and says, “It’s not wrong,”

is a partner with a destroyer.
25Onewho is greedy stirs up strife;

but one who trusts in the LORDwill prosper.
26Onewho trusts in himself is a fool;

but one whowalks in wisdom is kept safe.
27Onewho gives to the poor has no lack;

but one who closes his eyes will havemany curses.
28When the wicked rise, men hide themselves;

but when they perish, the righteous thrive.

29
1Hewho is often rebuked and stiffens his neck

will be destroyed suddenly, with no remedy.
2When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice;

but when the wicked rule, the people groan.
3Whoever loves wisdom brings joy to his father;

but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.
4The king by justice makes the land stable,

but he who takes bribes tears it down.
5Amanwho flatters his neighbor

spreads a net for his feet.
6An evil man is snared by his sin,

but the righteous can sing and be glad.
7The righteous care about justice for the poor.

The wicked aren’t concerned about knowledge.
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8Mockers stir up a city,
but wise men turn away anger.

9 If a wise man goes to court with a foolishman,
the fool rages or scoffs, and there is no peace.

10The bloodthirsty hate aman of integrity;
and they seek the life of the upright.

11A fool vents all of his anger,
but a wise man brings himself under control.

12 If a ruler listens to lies,
all of his officials are wicked.

13The poorman and the oppressor have this in common:
The LORD gives sight to the eyes of both.

14The king who fairly judges the poor,
his throne shall be established forever.

15The rod of correction gives wisdom,
but a child left to himself causes shame to his mother.

16When the wicked increase, sin increases;
but the righteous will see their downfall.

17Correct your son, and he will give you peace;
yes, he will bring delight to your soul.

18Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint;
but one who keeps the law is blessed.

19A servant can’t be corrected by words.
Though he understands, yet he will not respond.

20Do you see amanwho is hasty in his words?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.

21Hewho pampers his servant from youth
will have him become a son in the end.

22An angryman stirs up strife,
and a wrathful man abounds in sin.

23Aman’s pride brings him low,
but one of lowly spirit gains honor.

24Whoever is an accomplice of a thief is an enemy of his own soul.
He takes an oath, but dares not testify.

25The fear of man proves to be a snare,
but whoever puts his trust in the LORD is kept safe.

26Many seek the ruler’s favor,
but a man’s justice comes from the LORD.

27A dishonest man detests the righteous,
and the upright in their ways detest the wicked.

30
1The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the revelation:

theman says to Ithiel,
to Ithiel and Ucal:

2 “Surely I am themost ignorant man,
and don’t have aman’s understanding.

3 I have not learned wisdom,
neither do I have the knowledge of the Holy One.

4Who has ascended up into heaven, and descended?
Who has gathered the wind in his fists?
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Who has bound the waters in his garment?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, and what is his son’s name, if you know?

5 “Every word of God is flawless.
He is a shield to those who take refuge in him.

6Don’t you add to his words,
lest he reprove you, and you be found a liar.

7 “Two things I have asked of you.
Don’t denyme before I die.

8Remove far fromme falsehood and lies.
Give me neither poverty nor riches.
Feedmewith the food that is needful for me,

9 lest I be full, deny you, and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’
or lest I be poor, and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God.

10 “Don’t slander a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you be held guilty.

11There is a generation that curses their father,
and doesn’t bless their mother.

12There is a generation that is pure in their own eyes,
yet are not washed from their filthiness.

13There is a generation, oh how lofty are their eyes!
Their eyelids are lifted up.

14There is a generation whose teeth are like swords,
and their jaws like knives,
to devour the poor from the earth, and the needy from amongmen.

15 “The leech has two daughters:
‘Give, give.’

“There are three things that are never satisfied;
four that don’t say, ‘Enough!’:
16 Sheol,*
the barren womb,
the earth that is not satisfied with water,
and the fire that doesn’t say, ‘Enough!’

17 “The eye that mocks at his father,
and scorns obedience to his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick it out,
the young eagles shall eat it.

18 “There are three things which are too amazing for me,
four which I don’t understand:
19The way of an eagle in the air,
the way of a serpent on a rock,

* 30:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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the way of a ship in themiddle of the sea,
and the way of a manwith amaiden.

20 “So is the way of an adulterous woman:
She eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, ‘I have done nothing wrong.’

21 “For three things the earth trembles,
and under four, it can’t bear up:
22For a servant when he is king,
a fool when he is filled with food,
23 for an unloved womanwhen she is married,
and a servant who is heir to her mistress.

24 “There are four things which are little on the earth,
but they are exceedingly wise:
25The ants are not a strong people,
yet they provide their food in the summer.
26The hyraxes are but a feeble folk,
yet make they their houses in the rocks.
27The locusts have no king,
yet they advance in ranks.
28You can catch a lizard with your hands,
yet it is in kings’ palaces.

29 “There are three things which are stately in their march,
four which are stately in going:
30The lion, which is mightiest among animals,
and doesn’t turn away for any;
31 the greyhound;
themale goat;
and the king against whom there is no rising up.

32 “If you have done foolishly in lifting up yourself,
or if you have thought evil,

put your hand over yourmouth.
33For as the churning of milk produces butter,
and the wringing of the nose produces blood,
so the forcing of wrath produces strife.”

31
1Thewords of King Lemuel—the revelationwhich hismother taught him:

2 “Oh, my son!
Oh, son of mywomb!
Oh, son of my vows!

3Don’t give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which destroys kings.

4 It is not for kings, Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
nor for princes to say, ‘Where is strong drink?’
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5 lest they drink, and forget the law,
and pervert the justice due to anyone who is afflicted.

6Give strong drink to himwho is ready to perish,
and wine to the bitter in soul.

7Let him drink, and forget his poverty,
and remember his misery nomore.

8Open yourmouth for themute,
in the cause of all who are left desolate.

9Open yourmouth, judge righteously,
and serve justice to the poor and needy.”

10 *Who can find a worthy woman?
For her value is far above rubies.

11The heart of her husband trusts in her.
He shall have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
and works eagerly with her hands.

14 She is like themerchant ships.
She brings her bread from afar.

15 She rises also while it is yet night,
gives food to her household,
and portions for her servant girls.

16 She considers a field, and buys it.
With the fruit of her hands, she plants a vineyard.

17 She arms her waist with strength,
andmakes her arms strong.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.
Her lamp doesn’t go out by night.

19 She lays her hands to the distaff,
and her hands hold the spindle.

20 She opens her arms to the poor;
yes, she extends her hands to the needy.

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household,
for all her household are clothed with scarlet.

22 Shemakes for herself carpets of tapestry.
Her clothing is fine linen and purple.

23Her husband is respected in the gates,
when he sits among the elders of the land.

24 Shemakes linen garments and sells them,
and delivers sashes to themerchant.

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing.
She laughs at the time to come.

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom.
Kind instruction is on her tongue.

27 She looks well to the ways of her household,
and doesn’t eat the bread of idleness.

28Her children rise up and call her blessed.
* 31:10 Proverbs 31:10-31 form an acrostic, with each verse starting with each letter of the Hebrew
alphabet, in order.
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Her husband also praises her:
29 “Manywomen do noble things,

but you excel them all.”
30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain;

but a womanwho fears the LORD, she shall be praised.
31Give her of the fruit of her hands!

Let her works praise her in the gates!
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem:
2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”
3What doesman gain fromall his labor inwhich he labors under the sun?
4 One generation goes, and another generation comes; but the earth

remains forever.
5The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, and hurries to its placewhere

it rises.
6The wind goes toward the south, and turns around to the north. It turns

around continually as it goes, and the wind returns again to its courses.
7All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place where

the rivers flow, there they flow again.
8All things are full of weariness beyond uttering. The eye is not satisfied

with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.
9Thatwhichhas been is thatwhich shall be, and thatwhichhas beendone

is that which shall be done; and there is no new thing under the sun.
10 Is there a thing of which it may be said, “Behold,* this is new”? It has

been long ago, in the ages which were before us.
11 There is no memory of the former; neither shall there be any memory

of the latter that are to come, among those that shall come after.
12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.
13 I applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom concerning all

that is done under the sky. It is a heavy burden that God† has given to the
sons of men to be afflicted with.

14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and behold, all is
vanity and a chasing after wind.

15That which is crooked can’t be made straight; and that which is lacking
can’t be counted.

16 I said tomyself, “Behold, I have obtained formyself greatwisdomabove
allwhowerebeforeme in Jerusalem. Yes,myhearthashadgreat experience
of wisdom and knowledge.”

17 I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly. I
perceived that this also was a chasing after wind.

18 For in much wisdom is much grief; and he who increases knowledge
increases sorrow.

2
1 I said inmy heart, “Come now, I will test youwithmirth; therefore enjoy

pleasure;” and behold, this also was vanity.
2 I said of laughter, “It is foolishness;” and of mirth, “What does it

accomplish?”
3 I searched in my heart how to cheer my flesh with wine, my heart yet

guidingmewith wisdom, and how to lay hold of folly, until I might see what

* 1:10 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 1:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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itwas good for the sons ofmen that they shoulddounderheavenall the days
of their lives.

4 I made myself great works. I built myself houses. I planted myself
vineyards.

5 Imademyself gardens and parks, and I planted trees in themof all kinds
of fruit.

6 Imademyself pools ofwater, towater the forestwhere treeswere grown.
7 I boughtmale servants and female servants, andhad servantsborn inmy

house. I also had great possessions of herds and flocks, above all who were
before me in Jerusalem.

8 I also gathered silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and
of the provinces. I got myself male and female singers, and the delights of
the sons of men: musical instruments of all sorts.

9 So I was great, and increased more than all who were before me in
Jerusalem. Mywisdom also remained withme.

10Whatever my eyes desired, I didn’t keep from them. I didn’t withhold
my heart from any joy, for my heart rejoiced because of all my labor, and
this wasmy portion from all my labor.

11 Then I looked at all the works that my hands had worked, and at the
labor that I had labored to do; and behold, all was vanity and a chasing after
wind, and there was no profit under the sun.

12 I turned myself to consider wisdom, madness, and folly; for what can
the king’s successor do? Just that which has been done long ago.

13Then I saw that wisdom excels folly, as far as light excels darkness.
14Thewiseman’s eyes are inhis head, and the foolwalks indarkness—and

yet I perceived that one event happens to them all.
15Then I said inmy heart, “As it happens to the fool, sowill it happen even

tome; andwhywas I thenmorewise?” Then I said inmy heart that this also
is vanity.

16Forof thewiseman, evenasof the fool, there isnomemory forever, since
in the days to come all will have been long forgotten. Indeed, the wise man
must die just like the fool!

17 So I hated life, because the work that is worked under the sun was
grievous to me; for all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

18 I hated all my labor in which I labored under the sun, because I must
leave it to themanwho comes after me.

19Who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have
rule over all ofmy labor inwhich I have labored, and inwhich I have shown
myself wise under the sun. This also is vanity.

20Therefore I began to cause my heart to despair concerning all the labor
in which I had labored under the sun.

21 For there is a man whose labor is with wisdom, with knowledge, and
with skillfulness; yet he shall leave it for his portion to a man who has not
labored for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.

22Forwhat does amanhave of all his labor and of the striving of his heart,
in which he labors under the sun?

23For all his days are sorrows, andhis travail is grief; yes, even in thenight
his heart takes no rest. This also is vanity.
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24There is nothing better for aman than that he should eat and drink, and
make his soul enjoy good in his labor. This also I saw, that it is from the hand
of God.

25For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I?
26For to themanwhopleases him, God giveswisdom, knowledge, and joy;

but to the sinner he gives travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give
to himwho pleases God. This also is vanity and a chasing after wind.

3
1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under

heaven:
2a time to be born,

and a time to die;
a time to plant,

and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
3a time to kill,

and a time to heal;
a time to break down,

and a time to build up;
4a time to weep,

and a time to laugh;
a time tomourn,

and a time to dance;
5a time to cast away stones,

and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace,

and a time to refrain from embracing;
6a time to seek,

and a time to lose;
a time to keep,

and a time to cast away;
7a time to tear,

and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence,

and a time to speak;
8a time to love,

and a time to hate;
a time for war,

and a time for peace.
9What profit has he whoworks in that in which he labors?
10 I have seen the burden which God has given to the sons of men to be

afflicted with.
11He hasmade everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in

their hearts, yet so that man can’t find out the work that God has done from
the beginning even to the end.

12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice, and to do
good as long as they live.

13Also that everyman should eat anddrink, andenjoy good inall his labor,
is the gift of God.

14 I know thatwhateverGoddoes, it shall be forever. Nothing canbeadded
to it, nor anything taken from it; and God has done it, that men should fear
before him.
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15 That which is has been long ago, and that which is to be has been long
ago. God seeks again that which is passed away.

16Moreover I saw under the sun, in the place of justice, that wickedness
was there; and in the place of righteousness, that wickedness was there.

17 I said inmyheart, “Godwill judge therighteousand thewicked; for there
is a time there for every purpose and for every work.”

18 I said in my heart, “As for the sons of men, God tests them, so that they
may see that they themselves are like animals.

19 For that which happens to the sons of men happens to animals. Even
one thing happens to them. As the one dies, so the other dies. Yes, they have
all one breath; andman has no advantage over the animals, for all is vanity.

20All go to one place. All are from the dust, and all turn to dust again.
21Who knows the spirit of man, whether it goes upward, and the spirit of

the animal, whether it goes downward to the earth?”
22 Therefore I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should

rejoice inhisworks, for that is his portion; forwho canbringhim to seewhat
will be after him?

4
1 Then I returned and saw all the oppressions that are done under the

sun: and behold, the tears of those who were oppressed, and they had no
comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they
had no comforter.

2 Therefore I praised the dead who have been long dead more than the
living who are yet alive.

3Yes, better than themboth is himwho has not yet been, who has not seen
the evil work that is done under the sun.

4 Then I saw all the labor and achievement that is the envy of a man’s
neighbor. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

5The fool folds his hands together and ruins himself.
6 Better is a handful, with quietness, than two handfuls with labor and

chasing after wind.
7Then I returned and saw vanity under the sun.
8There is onewho is alone, andhehas neither sonnor brother. There is no

end to all of his labor, neither are his eyes satisfied with wealth. “For whom
then do I labor and deprive my soul of enjoyment?” This also is vanity. Yes,
it is a miserable business.

9Twoarebetter thanone, because theyhavea good reward for their labor.
10For if they fall, the onewill lift uphis fellow; butwoe to himwho is alone

when he falls, and doesn’t have another to lift him up.
11Again, if two lie together, then they havewarmth; but how can one keep

warm alone?
12 If amanprevails against onewho is alone, two shallwithstandhim; and

a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
13Better is a poor andwise youth than an old and foolish kingwho doesn’t

know how to receive admonition anymore.
14For out of prisonhe cameout to be king; yes, even inhis kingdomhewas

born poor.
15 I saw all the living who walk under the sun, that they were with the

youth, the other, who succeeded him.
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16Therewas no end of all the people, even of all themoverwhomhewas—
yet those who come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity
and a chasing after wind.

5
1Guard your steps when you go to God’s house; for to draw near to listen

is better than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they don’t know that they do
evil.

2Don’t be rash with yourmouth, and don’t let your heart be hasty to utter
anything before God; for God is in heaven, and you on earth. Therefore let
your words be few.

3For as a dream comes with amultitude of cares, so a fool’s speech with a
multitude of words.

4When you vow a vow to God, don’t defer to pay it; for he has no pleasure
in fools. Pay that which you vow.

5 It is better that you should not vow, than that you should vow and not
pay.

6 Don’t allow your mouth to lead you into sin. Don’t protest before the
messenger that this was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice,
and destroy the work of your hands?

7 For in the multitude of dreams there are vanities, as well as in many
words; but youmust fear God.

8 If you see the oppression of the poor, and the violent taking away of
justice and righteousness in a district, don’t marvel at the matter, for one
official is eyed by a higher one, and there are officials over them.

9Moreover the profit of the earth is for all. The king profits from the field.
10He who loves silver shall not be satisfied with silver, nor he who loves

abundance, with increase. This also is vanity.
11 When goods increase, those who eat them are increased; and what

advantage is there to its owner, except to feast on themwith his eyes?
12The sleep of a laboringman is sweet, whether he eats little ormuch; but

the abundance of the rich will not allow him to sleep.
13There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: wealth kept by

its owner to his harm.
14Those riches perish bymisfortune, and if he has fathered a son, there is

nothing in his hand.
15 As he came out of his mother’s womb, naked shall he go again as he

came, and shall take nothing for his labor, which he may carry away in his
hand.

16 This also is a grievous evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go.
Andwhat profit does he have who labors for the wind?

17All his days he also eats in darkness, he is frustrated, and has sickness
and wrath.

18 Behold, that which I have seen to be good and proper is for one to eat
and to drink, and to enjoy good in all his labor, in which he labors under the
sun, all the days of his life which God has given him; for this is his portion.

19Everymanalso towhomGodhas given riches andwealth, andhas given
himpower to eat of it, and to takehis portion, and to rejoice in his labor—this
is the gift of God.
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20Forhe shall not often reflect on thedays of his life, becauseGodoccupies
himwith the joy of his heart.

6
1There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is heavy onmen:
2 a man to whom God gives riches, wealth, and honor, so that he lacks

nothing for his soul of all that he desires, yet God gives him no power to eat
of it, but an alien eats it. This is vanity, and it is an evil disease.

3 If a man fathers a hundred children, and lives many years, so that the
days of his years aremany, but his soul is not filledwith good, andmoreover
he has no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better than he;

4 for it comes in vanity, and departs in darkness, and its name is covered
with darkness.

5Moreover it has not seen the sun nor known it. This has rest rather than
the other.

6Yes, thoughhe livea thousandyears twice told, andyet fails toenjoygood,
don’t all go to one place?

7All the labor of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.
8For what advantage has the wise more than the fool? What has the poor

man, that knows how to walk before the living?
9Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire. This also

is vanity and a chasing after wind.
10Whatever has been, its name was given long ago; and it is known what

man is; neither can he contend with himwho is mightier than he.
11For there aremanywords that create vanity. Whatdoes that profitman?
12 For who knows what is good for man in life, all the days of his vain life

which he spends like a shadow? For who can tell a man what will be after
him under the sun?

7
1Agoodname is better thanfineperfume; and thedayof deathbetter than

the day of one’s birth.
2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of

feasting; for that is the endof allmen, and the living should take this toheart.
3 Sorrow is better than laughter; for by the sadness of the face the heart is

made good.
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools

is in the house of mirth.
5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for aman to hear the song

of fools.
6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool.

This also is vanity.
7 Surely extortion makes the wise man foolish; and a bribe destroys the

understanding.
8Better is the end of a thing than its beginning.
The patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.
9Don’t be hasty in your spirit to be angry, for anger rests in the bosom of

fools.
10Don’t say, “Whywere the former days better than these?” For youdonot

ask wisely about this.
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11Wisdom is as good as an inheritance. Yes, it is more excellent for those
who see the sun.

12For wisdom is a defense, even asmoney is a defense; but the excellency
of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of himwho has it.

13Consider the work of God, for who canmake that straight which he has
made crooked?

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider;
yes, God has made the one side by side with the other, to the end that man
should not find out anything after him.

15All this I have seen in my days of vanity: there is a righteous man who
perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who lives long in
his evildoing.

16 Don’t be overly righteous, neither make yourself overly wise. Why
should you destroy yourself?

17Don’t be toowicked, neither be foolish. Why should you die before your
time?

18 It is good that you should take hold of this. Yes, also don’twithdrawyour
hand from that; for he who fears God will come out of them all.

19Wisdom is a strength to thewisemanmore than ten rulers who are in a
city.

20Surely there is not a righteousman on earthwho does good and doesn’t
sin.

21 Also don’t take heed to all words that are spoken, lest you hear your
servant curse you;

22 for often your own heart knows that you yourself have likewise cursed
others.

23All this I have proved in wisdom. I said, “I will be wise;” but it was far
fromme.

24That which is, is far off and exceedingly deep. Who can find it out?
25 I turned around, and my heart sought to know and to search out, and

to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know that wickedness is
stupidity, and that foolishness is madness.

26 Ifindmorebitter thandeath thewomanwhoseheart is snaresand traps,
whose hands are chains. Whoever pleases God shall escape from her; but
the sinner will be ensnared by her.

27 “Behold, I have found this,” says the Preacher, “to one another, to find an
explanation

28which my soul still seeks, but I have not found. I have found one man
among a thousand, but I have not found a woman among all those.

29 Behold, I have only found this: that God made mankind upright; but
they search for many inventions.”

8
1 Who is like the wise man? And who knows the interpretation of a

thing? A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of his face
is changed.

2 I say, “Keep the king’s command!” because of the oath to God.
3Don’t be hasty to go out of his presence. Don’t persist in an evil thing, for

he does whatever pleases him,
4 for the king’s word is supreme. Who can say to him, “What are you

doing?”
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5Whoever keeps the commandment shall not come to harm, and his wise
heart will know the time and procedure.

6For there is a time andprocedure for every purpose, although themisery
of man is heavy on him.

7 For he doesn’t know that which will be; for who can tell him how it will
be?

8 There is no man who has power over the spirit to contain the spirit;
neither does he have power over the day of death. There is no discharge
in war; neither shall wickedness deliver those who practice it.

9All this Ihaveseen, andappliedmymind toeverywork that isdoneunder
thesun. There isa time inwhichonemanhaspoweroveranother tohishurt.

10 So I saw the wicked buried. Indeed they came also from holiness. They
went and were forgotten in the city where they did this. This also is vanity.

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

12 Though a sinner commits crimes a hundred times, and lives long, yet
surely I knowthat itwill bebetterwith thosewho fearGod,whoare reverent
before him.

13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he lengthen days
like a shadow, because he doesn’t fear God.

14 There is a vanity which is done on the earth, that there are righteous
men to whom it happens according to the work of the wicked. Again, there
are wickedmen to whom it happens according to the work of the righteous.
I said that this also is vanity.

15Then I commendedmirth, because aman has no better thing under the
sun than to eat, to drink, and to be joyful: for that will accompany him in his
labor all the days of his life which God has given him under the sun.

16When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that
is done on the earth (even though eyes see no sleep day or night),

17 then I saw all the work of God, that man can’t find out the work that is
done under the sun, because however much a man labors to seek it out, yet
he won’t find it. Yes even though a wise man thinks he can comprehend it,
he won’t be able to find it.

9
1For all this I laid to my heart, even to explore all this: that the righteous,

and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God; whether it is love or
hatred, man doesn’t know it; all is before them.

2All things come alike to all. There is one event to the righteous and to the
wicked; to the good, to the clean, to the unclean, to him who sacrifices, and
to himwho doesn’t sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner; hewho takes an
oath, as he who fears an oath.

3This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one event to
all. Yes also, theheart of the sons ofmen is full of evil, andmadness is in their
heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

4For to himwho is joined with all the living there is hope; for a living dog
is better than a dead lion.

5For the living know that they will die, but the dead don’t know anything,
neither do they have anymore a reward; for their memory is forgotten.
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6 Also their love, their hatred, and their envy has perished long ago;
neither do they any longer have a portion forever in anything that is done
under the sun.

7Go yourway—eat your breadwith joy, and drink yourwinewith amerry
heart; for God has already accepted your works.

8Let your garments be always white, and don’t let your head lack oil.
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your life of

vanity, which he has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity, for
that is your portion in life, and in your labor in which you labor under the
sun.

10Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no
work, nor plan, nor knowledge, norwisdom, in Sheol,*where you are going.

11 I returned and saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, nor
the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men
of understanding, nor yet favor tomen of skill; but time and chance happen
to them all.

12Forman also doesn’t know his time. As the fish that are taken in an evil
net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare, even so are the sons ofmen
snared in an evil time, when it falls suddenly on them.

13 I have also seen wisdom under the sun in this way, and it seemed great
to me.

14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and a great king came
against it, besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it.

15Now a poor wise man was found in it, and he by his wisdom delivered
the city; yet noman remembered that same poorman.

16 Then I said, “Wisdom is better than strength.” Nevertheless the poor
man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.

17Thewords of the wise heard in quiet are better than the cry of himwho
rules among fools.

18Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroys much
good.

10
1Dead flies cause the oil of the perfumer to produce an evil odor;

so does a little folly outweigh wisdom and honor.
2Awise man’s heart is at his right hand,

but a fool’s heart at his left.
3 Yes also when the fool walks by the way, his understanding fails him,

and he says to everyone that he is a fool.
4 If the spirit of the ruler rises up against you, don’t leave your place; for

gentleness lays great offenses to rest.
5There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, the sort of error which

proceeds from the ruler.
6Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in a low place.
7 I have seen servants on horses, and princes walking like servants on the

earth.
8Hewhodigs apitmay fall into it; andwhoeverbreaks throughawallmay

be bitten by a snake.
9 Whoever carves out stones may be injured by them. Whoever splits

woodmay be endangered by it.
* 9:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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10 If the ax is blunt, and one doesn’t sharpen the edge, then he must use
more strength; but skill brings success.

11 If the snake bites before it is charmed, then is there no profit for the
charmer’s tongue.

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but a fool is swallowed
by his own lips.

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness; and the end of
his talk is mischievousmadness.

14A fool also multiplies words.
Man doesn’t knowwhatwill be; and thatwhichwill be after him,who can

tell him?
15 The labor of fools wearies every one of them; for he doesn’t know how

to go to the city.
16Woe to you, land, when your king is a child,

and your princes eat in themorning!
17Happy are you, land, when your king is the son of nobles,

and your princes eat in due season,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!

18By slothfulness the roof sinks in;
and through idleness of the hands the house leaks.

19A feast is made for laughter,
and winemakes the life glad;
andmoney is the answer for all things.

20Don’t curse the king, no, not in your thoughts;
and don’t curse the rich in your bedroom,
for a bird of the skymay carry your voice,
and that which has wings may tell the matter.

11
1Cast your bread on the waters;
for you shall find it after many days.

2Give a portion to seven, yes, even to eight;
for you don’t knowwhat evil will be on the earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain, they empty themselves on the earth;
and if a tree falls toward the south, or toward the north,
in the place where the tree falls, there shall it be.

4Hewho observes the wind won’t sow;
and he who regards the clouds won’t reap.

5As you don’t knowwhat is the way of the wind,
nor how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child;
even so you don’t know the work of God who does all.

6 In themorning sow your seed,
and in the evening don’t withhold your hand;
for you don’t knowwhich will prosper, whether this or that,
or whether they both will be equally good.

7Truly the light is sweet,
and it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to see the sun.

8Yes, if a man lives many years, let him rejoice in them all;
but let him remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many.
All that comes is vanity.

9Rejoice, youngman, in your youth,
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and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth,
and walk in the ways of your heart,
and in the sight of your eyes;
but know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.

10Therefore remove sorrow from your heart,
and put away evil from your flesh;
for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.

12
1Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth,
before the evil days come, and the years draw near,
when youwill say, “I have no pleasure in them;”

2Before the sun, the light, the moon, and the stars are darkened,
and the clouds return after the rain;

3 in the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble,
and the strongmen shall bow themselves,
and the grinders cease because they are few,
and those who look out of the windows are darkened,

4and the doors shall be shut in the street;
when the sound of the grinding is low,
and one shall rise up at the voice of a bird,
and all the daughters of music shall be brought low;

5yes, they shall be afraid of heights,
and terrors will be on the way;
and the almond tree shall blossom,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden,
and desire shall fail;
becauseman goes to his everlasting home,
and themourners go about the streets;

6before the silver cord is severed,
or the golden bowl is broken,
or the pitcher is broken at the spring,
or the wheel broken at the cistern,

7and the dust returns to the earth as it was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher.
“All is vanity!”

9 Further, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people
knowledge. Yes, he pondered, sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

10 The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words, and that which was
written blamelessly, words of truth.

11 The words of the wise are like goads; and like nails well fastened are
words from themasters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.

12 Furthermore, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is
no end; andmuch study is a weariness of the flesh.

13This is the end of the matter. All has been heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.

14 For God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing,
whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The Song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

Beloved
2Let him kiss mewith the kisses of his mouth;

for your love is better than wine.
3Your oils have a pleasing fragrance.

Your name is oil poured out,
therefore the virgins love you.

4Takeme awaywith you.
Let’s hurry.
The king has brought me into his rooms.

Friends
Wewill be glad and rejoice in you.

Wewill praise your lovemore than wine!
Beloved
They are right to love you.
5 I am dark, but lovely,

you daughters of Jerusalem,
like Kedar’s tents,
like Solomon’s curtains.

6Don’t stare at me because I am dark,
because the sun has scorchedme.

Mymother’s sons were angry withme.
Theymademe keeper of the vineyards.
I haven’t kept my own vineyard.

7Tell me, you whommy soul loves,
where you graze your flock,
where you rest them at noon;
for why should I be as one who is veiled
beside the flocks of your companions?

Lover
8 If you don’t know, most beautiful among women,

follow the tracks of the sheep.
Graze your young goats beside the shepherds’ tents.

9 I have compared you, my love,
to a steed in Pharaoh’s chariots.

10Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings,
your neck with strings of jewels.

Friends
11Wewill make you earrings of gold,

with studs of silver.
Beloved
12While the king sat at his table,

my perfume spread its fragrance.
13My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh,

that lies betweenmy breasts.
14My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms
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from the vineyards of En Gedi.
Lover
15Behold,* you are beautiful, my love.

Behold, you are beautiful.
Your eyes are like doves.

Beloved
16Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved, yes, pleasant;

and our couch is verdant.
Lover
17The beams of our house are cedars.

Our rafters are firs.

2
Beloved
1 I am a rose of Sharon,

a lily of the valleys.
Lover
2As a lily among thorns,

so is my love among the daughters.
Beloved
3As the apple tree among the trees of the wood,

so is my beloved among the sons.
I sat down under his shadowwith great delight,

his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4He brought me to the banquet hall.

His banner over me is love.
5 Strengthenmewith raisins,

refreshmewith apples;
for I am faint with love.

6His left hand is under my head.
His right hand embraces me.

7 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

8The voice of my beloved!
Behold, he comes,
leaping on themountains,
skipping on the hills.

9My beloved is like a roe or a young deer.
Behold, he stands behind our wall!

He looks in at the windows.
He glances through the lattice.

10My beloved spoke, and said to me,
“Rise up, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.

11For behold, the winter is past.
The rain is over and gone.

12The flowers appear on the earth.
The time of the singing has come,

* 1:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
13The fig tree ripens her green figs.

The vines are in blossom.
They give out their fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.”

Lover
14My dove in the clefts of the rock,

in the hiding places of themountainside,
let me see your face.
Let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet and your face is lovely.

15Catch for us the foxes,
the little foxes that plunder the vineyards;
for our vineyards are in blossom.

Beloved
16My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He browses among the lilies.
17Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee away,

turn, my beloved,
and be like a roe or a young deer on themountains of Bether.

3
1By night onmy bed,
I sought himwhommy soul loves.
I sought him, but I didn’t find him.

2 I will get up now, and go about the city;
in the streets and in the squares I will seek himwhommy soul loves.
I sought him, but I didn’t find him.

3The watchmenwho go about the city foundme;
“Have you seen himwhommy soul loves?”

4 I had scarcely passed from them,
when I found himwhommy soul loves.

I held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into mymother’s house,
into the room of her who conceivedme.

5 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

6Who is this who comes up from the wilderness like pillars of smoke,
perfumedwithmyrrh and frankincense,
with all spices of themerchant?

7Behold, it is Solomon’s carriage!
Sixty mighty men are around it,
of the mighty men of Israel.

8They all handle the sword, and are expert in war.
Everyman has his sword on his thigh,
because of fear in the night.
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9King Solomonmade himself a carriage
of the wood of Lebanon.

10Hemade its pillars of silver,
its bottom of gold, its seat of purple,
the middle of it being paved with love,
from the daughters of Jerusalem.

11Go out, you daughters of Zion, and see King Solomon,
with the crownwith which his mother has crowned him,
in the day of his weddings,
in the day of the gladness of his heart.

4
Lover

1Behold, you are beautiful, my love.
Behold, you are beautiful.

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil.
Your hair is as a flock of goats,
that descend fromMount Gilead.

2Your teeth are like a newly shorn flock,
which have come up from the washing,
where every one of them has twins.
None is bereaved among them.

3Your lips are like scarlet thread.
Yourmouth is lovely.
Your temples are like a piece of a pomegranate behind your veil.

4Your neck is like David’s tower built for an armory,
on which a thousand shields hang,
all the shields of themighty men.

5Your two breasts are like two fawns
that are twins of a roe,
which feed among the lilies.

6Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee away,
I will go to themountain of myrrh,
to the hill of frankincense.

7You are all beautiful, my love.
There is no spot in you.

8Comewithme from Lebanon, my bride,
withme from Lebanon.
Look from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens,
from themountains of the leopards.

9You have ravishedmy heart, my sister, my bride.
You have ravishedmy heart with one of your eyes,
with one chain of your neck.

10How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride!
Howmuch better is your love than wine,
the fragrance of your perfumes than all kinds of spices!
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11Your lips, my bride, drip like the honeycomb.
Honey andmilk are under your tongue.
The smell of your garments is like the smell of Lebanon.

12My sister, my bride, is a locked up garden;
a locked up spring,
a sealed fountain.

13Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates, with precious fruits,
henna with spikenard plants,
14 spikenard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of incense tree;
myrrh and aloes, with all the best spices,
15a fountain of gardens,
a well of living waters,
flowing streams from Lebanon.

Beloved
16Awake, north wind, and come, you south!

Blow onmy garden, that its spices may flow out.
Let my beloved come into his garden,

and taste his precious fruits.

5
Lover
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride.

I have gatheredmymyrrh withmy spice;
I have eatenmy honeycombwithmy honey;
I have drunkmywine withmymilk.

Friends
Eat, friends!

Drink, yes, drink abundantly, beloved.
Beloved
2 I was asleep, but my heart was awake.

It is the voice of my beloved who knocks:
“Open tome, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled;
for my head is filled with dew,
andmy hair with the dampness of the night.”

3 I have taken offmy robe. Indeed, must I put it on?
I have washedmy feet. Indeed, must I soil them?

4My beloved thrust his hand in through the latch opening.
My heart pounded for him.

5 I rose up to open for my beloved.
My hands dripped withmyrrh,
my fingers with liquidmyrrh,
on the handles of the lock.

6 I opened tomy beloved;
but my beloved left, and had gone away.

My heart went out when he spoke.
I looked for him, but I didn’t find him.
I called him, but he didn’t answer.

7The watchmenwho go about the city foundme.
They beat me.
They bruisedme.



Song of Solomon 5:8 893 Song of Solomon 6:7

The keepers of the walls tookmy cloak away fromme.

8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
If you findmy beloved,
that you tell him that I am faint with love.

Friends
9How is your beloved better than another beloved,

you fairest among women?
How is your beloved better than another beloved,
that you do so adjure us?
Beloved
10My beloved is white and ruddy.

The best among ten thousand.
11His head is like the purest gold.

His hair is bushy, black as a raven.
12His eyes are like doves beside the water brooks,

washed withmilk, mounted like jewels.
13His cheeks are like a bed of spices with towers of perfumes.

His lips are like lilies, dropping liquidmyrrh.
14His hands are like rings of gold set with beryl.

His body is like ivory work overlaid with sapphires.
15His legs are like pillars of marble set on sockets of fine gold.

His appearance is like Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.
16His mouth is sweetness;

yes, he is altogether lovely.
This is my beloved, and this is my friend,

daughters of Jerusalem.

6
Friends
1Where has your beloved gone, you fairest among women?

Where has your beloved turned, that wemay seek himwith you?
Beloved
2My beloved has gone down to his garden,

to the beds of spices,
to pasture his flock in the gardens, and to gather lilies.

3 I ammy beloved’s, andmy beloved is mine.
He browses among the lilies.

Lover
4You are beautiful, my love, as Tirzah,

lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an armywith banners.

5Turn away your eyes fromme,
for they have overcomeme.

Your hair is like a flock of goats,
that lie along the side of Gilead.

6Your teeth are like a flock of ewes,
which have come up from the washing,
of which every one has twins;
not one is bereaved among them.

7Your temples are like a piece of a pomegranate behind your veil.
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8There are sixty queens, eighty concubines,
and virgins without number.

9My dove, my perfect one, is unique.
She is her mother’s only daughter.
She is the favorite one of her who bore her.

The daughters saw her, and called her blessed.
The queens and the concubines saw her, and they praised her.

10Who is she who looks out as themorning,
beautiful as themoon,
clear as the sun,
and awesome as an armywith banners?

11 I went down into the nut tree grove,
to see the green plants of the valley,
to see whether the vine budded,
and the pomegranates were in flower.

12Without realizing it,
my desire set mewithmy royal people’s chariots.

Friends
13Return, return, Shulammite!

Return, return, that wemay gaze at you.
Lover
Why do you desire to gaze at the Shulammite,

as at the dance of Mahanaim?

7
1How beautiful are your feet in sandals, prince’s daughter!
Your rounded thighs are like jewels,
the work of the hands of a skillful workman.

2Your body is like a round goblet,
nomixed wine is wanting.

Your waist is like a heap of wheat,
set about with lilies.

3Your two breasts are like two fawns,
that are twins of a roe.

4Your neck is like an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon by the gate of Bathrabbim.
Your nose is like the tower of Lebanonwhich looks toward Damascus.

5Your head on you is like Carmel.
The hair of your head like purple.
The king is held captive in its tresses.

6How beautiful and how pleasant you are,
love, for delights!

7This, your stature, is like a palm tree,
your breasts like its fruit.

8 I said, “I will climb up into the palm tree.
I will take hold of its fruit.”

Let your breasts be like clusters of the vine,
the smell of your breath like apples.

9Yourmouth is like the best wine,
that goes down smoothly for my beloved,
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gliding through the lips of those who are asleep.
Beloved
10 I ammy beloved’s.

His desire is towardme.
11Come, my beloved! Let’s go out into the field.

Let’s lodge in the villages.
12Let’s go early up to the vineyards.

Let’s see whether the vine has budded,
its blossom is open,
and the pomegranates are in flower.
There I will give youmy love.

13Themandrakes produce fragrance.
At our doors are all kinds of precious fruits, new and old,
which I have stored up for you, my beloved.

8
1Oh that you were like my brother,
who nursed from the breasts of mymother!

If I found you outside, I would kiss you;
yes, and no one would despise me.

2 I would lead you, bringing you into the house of mymother,
who would instruct me.

I would have you drink spiced wine,
of the juice of my pomegranate.

3His left hand would be undermy head.
His right handwould embraceme.

4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

Friends
5Who is this who comes up from the wilderness,

leaning on her beloved?

Beloved
Under the apple tree I awakened you.

There yourmother conceived you.
There she was in labor and bore you.

6 Set me as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm;
for love is strong as death.
Jealousy is as cruel as Sheol.*
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
a very flame of the LORD.†

7Manywaters can’t quench love,
neither can floods drown it.

If a manwould give all the wealth of his house for love,
he would be utterly scorned.

Brothers
8We have a little sister.
* 8:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 8:6 Hebrew: יה Yah
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She has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister

in the day when she is to be spoken for?

9 If she is a wall,
we will build on her a turret of silver.

If she is a door,
we will enclose her with boards of cedar.

Beloved
10 I am awall, andmy breasts like towers,

then I was in his eyes like one who found peace.
11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon.

He leased out the vineyard to keepers.
Each was to bring a thousand shekels‡ of silver for its fruit.

12My own vineyard is before me.
The thousand are for you, Solomon,
two hundred for those who tend its fruit.

Lover
13Youwho dwell in the gardens, with friends in attendance,

let me hear your voice!
Beloved
14Come away, my beloved!

Be like a gazelle or a young stag on themountains of spices!

‡ 8:11 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is about 10 kilograms or about
22 pounds.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah.
2Hear, heavens,

and listen, earth; for the LORD* has spoken:
“I have nourished and brought up children

and they have rebelled against me.
3The ox knows his owner,

and the donkey his master’s crib;
but Israel doesn’t know.
My people don’t consider.”

4Ah sinful nation,
a people loaded with iniquity,
offspring† of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the LORD.
They have despised the Holy One of Israel.
They are estranged and backward.

5Why should you be beatenmore,
that you revolt more andmore?

The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart faint.

6From the sole of the foot even to the head there is no soundness in it,
but wounds, welts, and open sores.
They haven’t been closed, bandaged, or soothed with oil.

7Your country is desolate.
Your cities are burned with fire.
Strangers devour your land in your presence
and it is desolate,
as overthrown by strangers.

8The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard,
like a hut in a field of melons,
like a besieged city.

9Unless the LORD of Armies had left to us a very small remnant,
we would have been as Sodom.
Wewould have been like Gomorrah.

10Hear the LORD’s word, you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the law of our God,‡ you people of Gomorrah!

11 “What are themultitude of your sacrifices to me?”, says the LORD.
“I have had enough of the burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of fed animals.
I don’t delight in the blood of bulls,

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:4 or, seed ‡ 1:10 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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or of lambs,
or of male goats.

12When you come to appear before me,
who has required this at your hand, to trample my courts?

13Bring nomore vain offerings.
Incense is an abomination to me.
Newmoons, Sabbaths, and convocations—
I can’t stand evil assemblies.

14My soul hates your NewMoons and your appointed feasts.
They are a burden tome.
I amweary of bearing them.

15When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you.
Yes, when youmakemany prayers, I will not hear.
Your hands are full of blood.

16Wash yourselves. Make yourself clean.
Put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes.
Cease to do evil.

17Learn to do well.
Seek justice.
Relieve the oppressed.

Defend the fatherless.
Plead for the widow.”

18 “Come now, and let’s reason together,” says the LORD:
“Though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.
Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good of the land;
20but if you refuse and rebel, you will be devoured with the sword;
for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.”

21How the faithful city has become a prostitute!
She was full of justice.

Righteousness lodged in her,
but now there are murderers.

22Your silver has become dross,
your winemixed with water.

23Your princes are rebellious and companions of thieves.
Everyone loves bribes and follows after rewards.
They don’t defend the fatherless,
neither does the cause of the widow come to them.

24Therefore the Lord,§ GOD of Armies,
the Mighty One of Israel, says:

“Ah, I will get relief frommy adversaries,
and avengemyself onmy enemies.

25 I will turnmy hand on you,
thoroughly purge away your dross,
and will take away all your tin.*

§ 1:24 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 1:25 tin is ametal that is separated from silver
during the refining and purification process.
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26 I will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the beginning.

Afterward you shall be called ‘The city of righteousness,
a faithful town.’

27Zion shall be redeemedwith justice,
and her converts with righteousness.

28But the destruction of transgressors and sinners shall be together,
and those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed.

29For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired,
and you shall be confounded for the gardens that you have chosen.

30For you shall be as an oak whose leaf fades,
and as a garden that has no water.

31The strong will be like tinder,
and his work like a spark.

They will both burn together,
and no one will quench them.”

2
1This iswhat Isaiah the sonofAmoz sawconcerning Judahand Jerusalem.

2 It shall happen in the latter days, that the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established on the top of themountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;
and all nations shall flow to it.

3Many peoples shall go and say,
“Come, let’s go up to themountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the law shall go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem.

4Hewill judge between the nations,
and will decide concerningmany peoples.
They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

5House of Jacob, come, and let’s walk in the light of the LORD.
6For you have forsaken your people, the house of Jacob,

because they are filled from the east,
with those who practice divination like the Philistines,
and they clasp hands with the children of foreigners.

7Their land is full of silver and gold,
neither is there any end of their treasures.

Their land also is full of horses,
neither is there any end of their chariots.

8Their land also is full of idols.
They worship the work of their own hands,
that which their own fingers havemade.

9Man is brought low,
andmankind is humbled;
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therefore don’t forgive them.
10Enter into the rock,

and hide in the dust,
from before the terror of the LORD,

and from the glory of his majesty.
11The lofty looks of manwill be brought low,

the arrogance of menwill be bowed down,
and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.

12 For there will be a day of the LORD of Armies for all that is proud and
arrogant,

and for all that is lifted up,
and it shall be brought low—
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up,
for all the oaks of Bashan,
14 for all the highmountains,
for all the hills that are lifted up,
15 for every lofty tower,
for every fortified wall,
16 for all the ships of Tarshish,
and for all pleasant imagery.

17The loftiness of man shall be bowed down,
and the arrogance of men shall be brought low;
and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.

18The idols shall utterly pass away.
19Men shall go into the caves of the rocks,

and into the holes of the earth,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earthmightily.

20 In that day, men shall cast away their idols of silver
and their idols of gold,
which have beenmade for themselves to worship,
to themoles and to the bats,
21 to go into the caverns of the rocks,
and into the clefts of the ragged rocks,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earthmightily.

22 Stop trusting inman, whose breath is in his nostrils;
for of what account is he?

3
1 For, behold,* the Lord, GOD† of Armies, takes away from Jerusalem and

from Judah supply and support,
the whole supply of bread,
and the whole supply of water;
2 the mighty man,

* 3:1 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. † 3:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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the man of war,
the judge,
the prophet,
the diviner,
the elder,
3 the captain of fifty,
the honorable man,
the counselor,
the skilled craftsman,
and the clever enchanter.

4 I will give boys to be their princes,
and children shall rule over them.

5The people will be oppressed,
everyone by another,
and everyone by his neighbor.

The child will behave himself proudly against the old man,
and the wicked against the honorable.

6 Indeedamanshall takeholdofhisbrother in thehouseofhis father, saying,
“You have clothing, you be our ruler,
and let this ruin be under your hand.”

7 In that day he will cry out, saying, “I will not be a healer;
for in my house is neither bread nor clothing.
You shall not makeme ruler of the people.”

8For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen;
because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD,‡

to provoke the eyes of his glory.
9The look of their faces testify against them.

They parade their sin like Sodom.
They don’t hide it.
Woe to their soul!
For they have brought disaster upon themselves.

10Tell the righteous that it will be well with them,
for they will eat the fruit of their deeds.

11Woe to the wicked!
Disaster is upon them,
for the deeds of their hands will be paid back to them.

12As for my people, children are their oppressors,
and women rule over them.
My people, those who lead you cause you to err,
and destroy the way of your paths.

13The LORD stands up to contend,
and stands to judge the peoples.

14The LORDwill enter into judgment with the elders of his people
and their leaders:
“It is you who have eaten up the vineyard.
The plunder of the poor is in your houses.
15What do youmean that you crushmy people,

‡ 3:8 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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and grind the face of the poor?” says the Lord, GOD§ of Armies.

16Moreover the LORD said, “Because the daughters of Zion are arrogant,
and walk with outstretched necks and flirting eyes,
walking daintily as they go,
jingling ornaments on their feet;

17 therefore the Lord brings sores on the crown of the head of the women of
Zion,

and the LORDwill make their scalps bald.”
18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, the

headbands, the crescent necklaces,
19 the earrings, the bracelets, the veils,
20 the headdresses, the ankle chains, the sashes, the perfume containers,

the charms,
21 the signet rings, the nose rings,
22 the fine robes, the capes, the cloaks, the purses,
23 the handmirrors, the fine linen garments, the tiaras, and the shawls.

24 It shall happen that instead of sweet spices, there shall be rottenness;
instead of a belt, a rope;
instead of well set hair, baldness;
instead of a robe, a wearing of sackcloth;
and branding instead of beauty.

25Yourmen shall fall by the sword,
and yourmighty in the war.

26Her gates shall lament andmourn.
She shall be desolate and sit on the ground.

4
1 Seven women shall take hold of one man in that day, saying, “We will

eat our own bread, and wear our own clothing. Just let us be called by your
name. Take away our reproach.”

2 In thatday, theLORD’sbranchwill bebeautiful andglorious, and the fruit
of the land will be the beauty and glory of the survivors of Israel.

3 Itwill happen thathewho is left inZionandhewhoremains in Jerusalem
shall be called holy, even everyone who is written among the living in
Jerusalem,

4when the Lord shall havewashed away the filth of the daughters of Zion,
and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem fromwithin it, by the spirit of
justice and by the spirit of burning.

5The LORDwill create over the whole habitation of Mount Zion and over
her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire
by night, for over all the glory will be a canopy.

6Therewill be a pavilion for a shade in the daytime from the heat, and for
a refuge and for a shelter from storm and from rain.

5
1Let me sing for mywell beloved a song of my beloved about his vineyard.

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.

§ 3:15 When rendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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2He dug it up,
gathered out its stones,
planted it with the choicest vine,
built a tower in themiddle of it,
and also cut out a wine press in it.

He looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 “Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem andmen of Judah,
please judge betweenme andmy vineyard.

4What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in
it?

Why, when I looked for it to yield grapes, did it yield wild grapes?
5Now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.

I will take away its hedge, and it will be eaten up.
I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled down.

6 I will lay it a wasteland.
It won’t be pruned or hoed,
but it will grow briers and thorns.
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it.”

7For the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is the house of Israel,
and themen of Judah his pleasant plant.
He looked for justice, but behold, oppression,
for righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

8Woe to those who join house to house,
who lay field to field, until there is no room,
and you aremade to dwell alone in themiddle of the land!

9 Inmy ears, the LORDof Armies says: “Surelymany houseswill be desolate,
even great and beautiful, unoccupied.

10For ten acres* of vineyard shall yield one bath,†
and a homer‡ of seed shall yield an ephah.”§

11Woe to thosewho riseupearly in themorning, that theymay follow strong
drink,

who stay late into the night, until wine inflames them!
12The harp, lyre, tambourine, and flute, with wine, are at their feasts;

but they don’t respect the work of the LORD,
neither have they considered the operation of his hands.

13Therefore my people go into captivity for lack of knowledge.
Their honorable men are famished,
and their multitudes are parched with thirst.

14Therefore Sheol* has enlarged its desire,
and opened its mouth without measure;
and their glory, theirmultitude, their pomp, and hewho rejoices among
them, descend into it.

* 5:10 literally, ten yokes, or the amount of land that ten yokes of oxen can plow in one day, which is
about 10 acres or 4 hectares. † 5:10 1 bath is about 22 liters or 5.8 U. S. gallons ‡ 5:10 1 homer is
about 220 liters or 6 bushels § 5:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or 0.6 bushels or about 2 pecks—only
one tenth of what was sown. * 5:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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15 Soman is brought low,
mankind is humbled,
and the eyes of the arrogant ones are humbled;

16but the LORD of Armies is exalted in justice,
and God the Holy One is sanctified in righteousness.

17Then the lambs will graze as in their pasture,
and strangers will eat the ruins of the rich.

18Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood,
and wickedness as with cart rope,

19who say, “Let himmake haste, let him hasten his work, that wemay see it;
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come,
that wemay know it!”

20Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;
who put darkness for light,
and light for darkness;

who put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!

21Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own sight!

22Woe to those who aremighty to drink wine,
and champions at mixing strong drink;

23who acquit the guilty for a bribe,
but deny justice for the innocent!

24Therefore as the tongue of fire devours the stubble,
and as the dry grass sinks down in the flame,
so their root shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust,

because they have rejected the law of the LORD of Armies,
and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

25Therefore the LORD’s anger burns against his people,
and he has stretched out his hand against them and has struck them.

Themountains tremble,
and their dead bodies are as refuse in themiddle of the streets.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is still stretched out.

26Hewill lift up a banner to the nations from far away,
and he will whistle for them from the end of the earth.
Behold, they will come speedily and swiftly.

27No one shall be weary nor stumble among them;
no one shall slumber nor sleep,
neither shall the belt of their waist be untied,
nor the strap of their sandals be broken,

28whose arrows are sharp,
and all their bows bent.

Their horses’ hoofs will be like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind.

29Their roaring will be like a lioness.
They will roar like young lions.

Yes, they shall roar,
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and seize their prey and carry it off,
and there will be no one to deliver.

30They will roar against them in that day like the roaring of the sea.
If one looks to the land, behold, darkness and distress.
The light is darkened in its clouds.

6
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high

and lifted up; and his train filled the temple.
2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each one had six wings. With two he

covered his face. With two he covered his feet. With two he flew.
3One called to another, and said,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Armies!
The whole earth is full of his glory!”

4 The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,
and the house was filled with smoke.

5Then I said, “Woe isme! For I amundone, because I amaman of unclean
lips and I live amongapeople ofunclean lips, formyeyeshave seen theKing,
the LORD of Armies!”

6Thenoneof the seraphimflewtome, havinga live coal inhishand,which
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar.

7He touched my mouth with it, and said, “Behold, this has touched your
lips; and your iniquity is taken away, and your sin forgiven.”

8 I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom shall I send, and whowill go for
us?”
Then I said, “Here I am. Sendme!”
9He said, “Go, and tell this people,

‘You hear indeed,
but don’t understand.

You see indeed,
but don’t perceive.’

10Make the heart of this people fat.
Make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and turn again, and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how long?”
He answered,

“Until cities are waste without inhabitant,
houses without man,
the land becomes utterly waste,
12and the LORD has removedmen far away,
and the forsaken places are many within the land.

13 If there is a tenth left in it,
that also will in turn be consumed,

as a terebinth, and as an oakwhose stump remainswhen they are cut down,
so the holy seed is its stump.”
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7
1 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah,

Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went
up to Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.

2 David’s house was told, “Syria is allied with Ephraim.” His heart
trembled, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the forest tremble with
the wind.

3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you, and
Shearjashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the
highway of the fuller’s field.

4 Tell him, ‘Be careful, and keep calm. Don’t be afraid, neither let your
heart be faint because of these two tails of smoking torches, for the fierce
anger of Rezin and Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have plotted evil
against you, saying,

6 “Let’s go up against Judah, and tear it apart, and let’s divide it among
ourselves, and set up a king within it, even the son of Tabeel.”

7 This is what the Lord GOD says: “It shall not stand, neither shall it
happen.”

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin.
Within sixty-five years Ephraim shall be broken in pieces, so that it shall not
be a people.

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s
son. If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established.’ ”

10The LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying,
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth, or in the

height above.”
12But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask. I won’t tempt the LORD.”
13He said, “Listen now, house of David. Is it not enough for you to try the

patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God also?
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin will

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.*
15 He shall eat butter and honey when he knows to refuse the evil and

choose the good.
16 For before the child knows to refuse the evil and choose the good, the

land whose two kings you abhor shall be forsaken.
17The LORDwill bring on you, on your people, and on your father’s house

days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah,
even the king of Assyria.

18 It will happen in that day that the LORDwill whistle for the fly that is in
the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of
Assyria.

19They shall come, and shall all rest in the desolate valleys, in the clefts of
the rocks, on all thorn hedges, and on all pastures.

20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor that is hired in the parts
beyond the River, evenwith the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the
feet; and it shall also consume the beard.

21 It shall happen in that day that a man shall keep alive a young cow, and
two sheep.
* 7:14 “Immanuel” means “Godwith us”.
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22 It shall happen, that because of the abundance of milk which they shall
give he shall eat butter, for everyone will eat butter and honey that is left
within the land.

23 It will happen in that day that every placewhere therewere a thousand
vines worth a thousand silver shekels,†will be for briers and thorns.

24Peoplewill go therewith arrows andwith bow, because all the landwill
be briers and thorns.

25All the hills that were cultivated with the hoe, you shall not come there
for fear of briers and thorns; but it shall be for the sending out of oxen, and
for sheep to tread on.”

8
1 The LORD said to me, “Take a large tablet, and write on it with a man’s

pen, ‘For Maher Shalal Hash Baz’;*
2 and I will take for myself faithful witnesses to testify: Uriah the priest,

and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”
3 I went to the prophetess, and she conceived, and bore a son. Then the

LORD said to me, “Call his name ‘Maher Shalal Hash Baz.’
4 For before the child knows how to say, ‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the

riches of Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will be carried away by the
king of Assyria.”

5The LORD spoke to me yet again, saying,
6 “Because this people has refused thewaters of Shiloah that go softly, and

rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son;
7 now therefore, behold, the Lord brings upon them the mighty flood

waters of the River: the king of Assyria and all his glory. It will come up
over all its channels, and go over all its banks.

8 It will sweep onward into Judah. It will overflow and pass through. It
will reach even to the neck. The stretching out of its wings will fill the width
of your land, O Immanuel.

9Make an uproar, you peoples, and be broken in pieces! Listen, all you
from far countries: dress for battle, and be shattered! Dress for battle, and
be shattered!

10Take counsel together, and itwill be brought to nothing; speak theword,
and it will not stand, for God is with us.”

11For the LORD spoke this tomewith a stronghand, and instructedmenot
to walk in the way of this people, saying,

12 “Don’t call a conspiracy all that this people call a conspiracy. Don’t fear
their threats or be terrorized.

13The LORD of Armies is who you must respect as holy. He is the one you
must fear. He is the one youmust dread.

14He will be a sanctuary, but for both houses of Israel, he will be a stum-
bling stone and a rock that makes them fall. For the people of Jerusalem, he
will be a trap and a snare.

15Manywill stumble over it, fall, be broken, be snared, and be captured.”
16Wrap up the covenant. Seal the law amongmy disciples.
17 I will wait for the LORD,who hides his face from the house of Jacob, and

I will look for him.
† 7:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is about 10 kilograms or 22
pounds. * 8:1 “Maher Shalal Hash Baz” means “quick to the plunder, swift to the prey”.
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18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are for signs
and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of Armies, who dwells in Mount
Zion.

19When they tell you, “Consult with those who have familiar spirits and
with the wizards, who chirp and who mutter,” shouldn’t a people consult
with their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?

20Turn to the lawand to the covenant! If theydon’t speak according to this
word, surely there is nomorning for them.

21Theywill pass through it, verydistressedandhungry. Itwill happen that
when they are hungry, they will worry, and curse their king and their God.
They will turn their faces upward,

22 then look to the earth and see distress, darkness, and the gloom of
anguish. They will be driven into thick darkness.

9
1 But there shall be no more gloom for her who was in anguish. In the

former time, he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali; but in the latter time he hasmade it glorious, by theway of the sea,
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2The people whowalked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light has shined on those who lived in the land of the shadow of
death.

3You havemultiplied the nation.
You have increased their joy.

They rejoice before you according to the joy in harvest, as men rejoice
when they divide the plunder.

4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, you have broken as in the day of Midian.

5For all the armor of the armedman in the noisy battle, and the garments
rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.

6For a child is born to us. A son is given to us; and the government will be
on his shoulders. His namewill be calledWonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end,
on David’s throne, and on his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from that time on, even forever. The zeal of
the LORD of Armies will perform this.

8The Lord sent a word into Jacob,
and it falls on Israel.

9All the people will know,
includingEphraimand the inhabitants of Samaria,who say inprideand
in arrogance of heart,

10 “The bricks have fallen,
but we will build with cut stone.

The sycamore fig trees have been cut down,
but we will put cedars in their place.”

11 Therefore the LORD will set up on high against him the adversaries of
Rezin,

and will stir up his enemies,
12The Syrians in front,
and the Philistines behind;
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and they will devour Israel with openmouth.
For all this, his anger is not turned away,

but his hand is stretched out still.
13Yet the people have not turned to himwho struck them,

neither have they sought the LORD of Armies.
14Therefore the LORDwill cut off from Israel head and tail,

palm branch and reed, in one day.
15The elder and the honorable man is the head,

and the prophet who teaches lies is the tail.
16For those who lead this people lead them astray;

and those who are led by them are destroyed.
17Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over their youngmen,

neither will he have compassion on their fatherless and widows;
for everyone is profane and an evildoer,

and everymouth speaks folly.
For all this his anger is not turned away,

but his hand is stretched out still.
18For wickedness burns like a fire.

It devours the briers and thorns;
yes, it kindles in the thickets of the forest,
and they roll upward in a column of smoke.

19Through the LORD of Armies’ wrath, the land is burned up;
and the people are the fuel for the fire.
No one spares his brother.

20Onewill devour on the right hand, and be hungry;
and he will eat on the left hand, and they will not be satisfied.

Everyone will eat the flesh of his own arm:
21Manasseh eating Ephraim and Ephraim eating Manasseh, and they
together will be against Judah.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

10
1Woe to those who decree unrighteous decrees, and to the writers who

write oppressive decrees
2 to deprive the needy of justice, and to rob the poor among my people of

their rights, that widows may be their plunder, and that they maymake the
fatherless their prey!

3Whatwill you do in the day of visitation, and in the desolationwhichwill
come from afar? Towhomwill you flee for help? Wherewill you leave your
wealth?

4They will only bow down under the prisoners,
and will fall under the slain.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

5 Alas Assyrian, the rod of my anger, the staff in whose hand is my
indignation!
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6 I will send him against a profane nation, and against the people who
angerme Iwill give hima command to take the plunder and to take the prey,
and to tread them down like themire of the streets.

7However, he doesn’t mean so, neither does his heart think so; but it is in
his heart to destroy, and to cut off not a few nations.

8For he says, “Aren’t all of my princes kings?
9 Isn’t Calno like Carchemish? Isn’t Hamath like Arpad? Isn’t Samaria like

Damascus?”
10Asmyhandhas found thekingdomsof the idols,whoseengraved images

exceeded those of Jerusalem and of Samaria,
11 shall I not, as I have done to Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem

and her idols?
12 Therefore it will happen that when the Lord has performed his whole

work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the willful
proud heart of the king of Assyria, and the insolence of his arrogant looks.

13 For he has said, “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my
wisdom, for I have understanding. I have removed the boundaries of the
peoples, and have robbed their treasures. Like a valiantman I have brought
down their rulers.

14My hand has found the riches of the peoples like a nest, and like one
gathers eggs that are abandoned, I have gathered all the earth. There was
no one whomoved their wing, or that opened their mouth, or chirped.”

15 Should an ax brag against him who chops with it? Should a saw exalt
itself above himwho saws with it? As if a rod should lift those who lift it up,
or as if a staff should lift up someone who is not wood.

16 Therefore the Lord, GOD* of Armies, will send among his fat ones
leanness; and under his glory a burning will be kindled like the burning of
fire.

17The light of Israel will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame; and it
will burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day.

18Hewill consume the glory of his forest and of his fruitful field, both soul
and body. It will be as when a standard bearer faints.

19The remnant of the trees of his forest shall be few, so that a child could
write their number.

20 It will come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel, and thosewho
have escaped from the house of Jacob will no more again lean on him who
struck them, but shall lean on the LORD,† the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

21A remnant will return, even the remnant of Jacob, to themighty God.
22 For though your people, Israel, are like the sand of the sea, only a

remnant of themwill return. A destruction is determined, overflowingwith
righteousness.

23For the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies, willmake a full end, and that determined,
throughout all the earth.

* 10:16 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s
Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 10:20 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 10:23 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the
translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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24Therefore the Lord, GOD of Armies, says, “Mypeoplewho dwell in Zion,
don’t be afraid of the Assyrian, though he strike youwith the rod, and lift up
his staff against you, as Egypt did.

25 For yet a very little while, and the indignation against you will be
accomplished, andmy anger will be directed to his destruction.”

26TheLORDofArmieswill stirupascourgeagainsthim, as in theslaughter
of Midian at the rock of Oreb. His rod will be over the sea, and he will lift it
up like he did against Egypt.

27 It will happen in that day that his burden will depart from off your
shoulder, and his yoke from off your neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed
because of the anointing oil.

28He has come to Aiath. He has passed through Migron. At Michmash he
stores his baggage.

29Theyhave gone over the pass. They have takenup their lodging at Geba.
Ramah trembles. Gibeah of Saul has fled.

30 Cry aloud with your voice, daughter of Gallim! Listen, Laishah! You
poor Anathoth!

31Madmenah is a fugitive. The inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety.
32This very day hewill halt at Nob. He shakes his hand at themountain of

the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.
33 Behold, the Lord, GOD of Armies, will lop the boughs with terror. The

tall will be cut down, and the lofty will be brought low.
34He will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon will

fall by theMighty One.

11
1A shoot will come out of the stock of Jesse,

and a branch out of his roots will bear fruit.
2The LORD’s Spirit will rest on him:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel andmight,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

3His delight will be in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by the sight of his eyes,

neither decide by the hearing of his ears;
4but he will judge the poor with righteousness,

and decide with equity for the humble of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;

and with the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked.
5Righteousness will be the belt around his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his waist.
6The wolf will live with the lamb,

and the leopard will lie downwith the young goat,
the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together;
and a little child will lead them.

7The cow and the bear will graze.
Their young ones will lie down together.
The lion will eat straw like the ox.

8The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole,
and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den.
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9They will not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.

10 Itwill happen in that day that the nationswill seek the root of Jesse, who
stands as a banner of the peoples; and his resting place will be glorious.

11 Itwill happen in that day that theLordwill set his handagain the second
time to recover the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from
Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, fromHamath, and
from the islands of the sea.

12He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts
of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners
of the earth.

13 The envy also of Ephraim will depart, and those who persecute Judah
will be cut off. Ephraim won’t envy Judah, and Judah won’t persecute
Ephraim.

14 They will fly down on the shoulders of the Philistines on the west.
Together they will plunder the children of the east. They will extend their
power over Edom andMoab, and the children of Ammonwill obey them.

15 The LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with
his scorchingwind hewill wave his hand over the River, andwill split it into
seven streams, and causemen tomarch over in sandals.

16 There will be a highway for the remnant that is left of his people from
Assyria, like there was for Israel in the day that he came up out of the land
of Egypt.

12
1 In that day youwill say, “I will give thanks to you, the LORD;* for though

youwere angry withme, your anger has turned away and you comfort me.
2 Behold, God is my salvation. I will trust, and will not be afraid; for

the LORD,† the LORD,‡ is my strength and song; and he has become my
salvation.”

3Therefore with joy you will drawwater out of the wells of salvation.
4 In that day you will say, “Give thanks to the LORD! Call on his name!

Declare his doings among the peoples! Proclaim that his name is exalted!
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done excellent things! Let this be known in

all the earth!
6Cry aloud and shout, you inhabitant of Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is

great among you!”

13
1The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.
2Set up a banner on the baremountain! Lift up your voice to them! Wave

your hand, that theymay go into the gates of the nobles.
3 I have commanded my consecrated ones; yes, I have called my mighty

men for my anger, evenmy proudly exulting ones.

* 12:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short formיה Yah. † 12:2 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 12:2 LORDorGOD in all caps is from
the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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4 The noise of a multitude is in the mountains, as of a great people; the
noise of an uproar of the kingdoms of the nations gathered together! The
LORD of Armies is mustering the army for the battle.

5 They come from a far country, from the uttermost part of heaven, even
the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

6Wail, for the LORD’s day is at hand! It will come as destruction from the
Almighty.

7Therefore all hands will be feeble, and everyone’s heart will melt.
8They will be dismayed. Pangs and sorrows will seize them. They will be

in pain like a woman in labor. They will look in amazement one at another.
Their faces will be faces of flame.

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger;
to make the land a desolation, and to destroy its sinners out of it.

10For the stars of the sky and its constellationswill not give their light. The
sunwill be darkened in its going out, and themoonwill not cause its light to
shine.

11 I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity.
I will cause the arrogance of the proud to cease, and will humble the
arrogance of the terrible.

12 Iwillmakepeoplemore rare thanfine gold, even aperson than the pure
gold of Ophir.

13Therefore Iwillmake the heavens tremble, and the earthwill be shaken
out of its place in the LORD of Armies’ wrath, and in the day of his fierce
anger.

14 It will happen that like a hunted gazelle and like sheep that no one
gathers, they will each turn to their own people, and will each flee to their
own land.

15 Everyone who is found will be thrust through. Everyone who is
captured will fall by the sword.

16 Their infants also will be dashed in pieces before their eyes. Their
houses will be ransacked, and their wives raped.

17Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who will not value silver,
and as for gold, they will not delight in it.

18 Their bows will dash the young men in pieces; and they shall have no
pity on the fruit of the womb. Their eyes will not spare children.

19Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will
be like when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

20 It will never be inhabited, neither will it be lived in from generation to
generation. The Arabian will not pitch a tent there, neither will shepherds
make their flocks lie down there.

21Butwild animals of the desert will lie there, and their houseswill be full
of jackals. Ostriches will dwell there, and wild goats will frolic there.

22Hyenas will cry in their fortresses, and jackals in the pleasant palaces.
Her time is near to come, and her days will not be prolonged.

14
1 For the LORD will have compassion on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel,

and set them in their own land. The foreigner will join himself with them,
and they will unite with the house of Jacob.

2 The peoples will take them, and bring them to their place. The house of
Israel will possess them in the LORD’s land for servants and for handmaids.
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They will take as captives those whose captives they were; and they shall
rule over their oppressors.

3 It will happen in the day that the LORD will give you rest from your
sorrow, from your trouble, and from the hard service in which you were
made to serve,

4 that you will take up this parable against the king of Babylon, and say,
“How the oppressor has ceased! The golden city has ceased!”

5The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers,
6who struck the peoples in wrath with a continual stroke, who ruled the

nations in anger, with a persecution that no one restrained.
7The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet. They break out in song.
8 Yes, the cypress trees rejoice with you, with the cedars of Lebanon,

saying, “Since you are humbled, no lumberjack has come up against us.”
9 Sheol* from beneath has moved for you to meet you at your coming. It

stirs up the departed spirits for you, even all the rulers of the earth. It has
raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

10They all will answer and ask you, “Have you also become asweak aswe
are? Have you become like us?”

11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol,† with the sound of your stringed
instruments. Maggots are spread out under you, and worms cover you.

12How you have fallen from heaven, shining one, son of the dawn! How
you are cut down to the ground, who laid the nations low!

13You said in your heart, “I will ascend into heaven! I will exaltmy throne
above the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain of assembly, in the far
north!

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds! I will makemyself like the
Most High!”

15Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol,‡ to the depths of the pit.
16 Those who see you will stare at you. They will ponder you, saying, “Is

this themanwhomade the earth to tremble, who shook kingdoms,
17 who made the world like a wilderness, and overthrew its cities, who

didn’t release his prisoners to their home?”
18All the kings of the nations sleep in glory, everyone in his own house.
19 But you are cast away from your tomb like an abominable branch,

clothedwith the slain who are thrust throughwith the sword, who go down
to the stones of the pit; like a dead body trodden under foot.

20Youwill not join them in burial, because you have destroyed your land.
You have killed your people. The offspring of evildoers will not be named
forever.

21 Prepare for slaughter of his children because of the iniquity of their
fathers, that they not rise up and possess the earth, and fill the surface of
the world with cities.

22 “I will rise up against them,” says the LORD of Armies, “and cut off from
Babylon name and remnant, and son and son’s son,” says the LORD.

23 “I will also make it a possession for the porcupine, and pools of water. I
will sweep it with the broom of destruction,” says the LORD of Armies.

24 The LORD of Armies has sworn, saying, “Surely, as I have thought, so
shall it happen; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

* 14:9 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 14:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 14:15 Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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25 that I will break the Assyrian in my land, and tread him under foot on
my mountains. Then his yoke will leave them, and his burden leave their
shoulders.

26This is the plan that is determined for the whole earth. This is the hand
that is stretched out over all the nations.

27 For the LORD of Armies has planned, and who can stop it? His hand is
stretched out, and who can turn it back?”

28This burden was in the year that King Ahaz died.
29 Don’t rejoice, O Philistia, all of you, because the rod that struck you is

broken; for out of the serpent’s root an adder will emerge, and his fruit will
be a fiery flying serpent.

30The firstborn of the poor will eat, and the needy will lie down in safety;
and I will kill your root with famine, and your remnant will be killed.

31Howl, gate! Cry, city! Youaremeltedaway, Philistia, all of you; for smoke
comes out of the north, and there is no straggler in his ranks.

32Whatwill they answer themessengers of the nation? That the LORDhas
founded Zion, and in her the afflicted of his people will take refuge.

15
1The burden of Moab.
For in a night, Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brought to nothing. For in a

night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to nothing.
2 They have gone up to Bayith, and to Dibon, to the high places, to weep.

Moab wails over Nebo and over Medeba. Baldness is on all of their heads.
Every beard is cut off.

3 In their streets, they clothe themselves in sackcloth. In their streets and
on their housetops, everyone wails, weeping abundantly.

4 Heshbon cries out with Elealeh. Their voice is heard even to Jahaz.
Therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud. Their souls tremble within
them.

5 My heart cries out for Moab! Her nobles flee to Zoar, to Eglath Shel-
ishiyah; for they go up by the ascent of Luhith with weeping; for on the way
to Horonaim, they raise up a cry of destruction.

6 For the waters of Nimrim will be desolate; for the grass has withered
away, the tender grass fails, there is no green thing.

7Therefore theywill carry away the abundance theyhave gotten, and that
which they have stored up, over the brook of the willows.

8 For the cry has gone around the borders of Moab, its wailing to Eglaim,
and its wailing to Beer Elim.

9 For the waters of Dimon are full of blood; for I will bring yet more on
Dimon, a lion on those ofMoabwho escape, and on the remnant of the land.

16
1 Send the lambs for the ruler of the land from Selah to the wilderness, to

themountain of the daughter of Zion.
2 For it will be that as wandering birds, as a scattered nest, so will the

daughters of Moab be at the fords of the Arnon.
3 Give counsel! Execute justice! Make your shade like the night in the

middle of the noonday! Hide the outcasts! Don’t betray the fugitive!
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4 Let my outcasts dwell with you! As for Moab, be a hiding place for him
from the face of the destroyer. For the extortionist is brought to nothing.
Destruction ceases. The oppressors are consumed out of the land.

5A thronewill be established in loving kindness. Onewill sit on it in truth,
in the tent of David, judging, seeking justice, and swift to do righteousness.

6We have heard of the pride of Moab, that he is very proud; even of his
arrogance, his pride, and his wrath. His boastings are nothing.

7Therefore Moab will wail for Moab. Everyone will wail. You will mourn
for the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth, utterly stricken.

8For the fields of Heshbon languish with the vine of Sibmah. The lords of
the nations have broken down its choice branches, which reached even to
Jazer, which wandered into the wilderness. Its shoots were spread abroad.
They passed over the sea.

9 Therefore I will weep with the weeping of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah.
I will water you with my tears, Heshbon, and Elealeh: for on your summer
fruits and on your harvest the battle shout has fallen.

10 Gladness is taken away, and joy out of the fruitful field; and in the
vineyards there will be no singing, neither joyful noise. Nobody will tread
out wine in the presses. I havemade the shouting stop.

11 Therefore my heart sounds like a harp for Moab, and my inward parts
for Kir Heres.

12 It will happen that when Moab presents himself, when he wearies
himself on the high place, and comes to his sanctuary to pray, that he will
not prevail.

13This is the word that the LORD spoke concerningMoab in time past.
14But now the LORD has spoken, saying, “Within three years, as a worker

boundbycontractwould count them, thegloryofMoabshall bebrought into
contempt, with all his great multitude; and the remnant will be very small
and feeble.”

17
1The burden of Damascus.
“Behold, Damascus is takenaway frombeing a city, and itwill be a ruinous

heap.
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken. They will be for flocks, which shall lie

down, and no one shall make them afraid.
3The fortress shall cease fromEphraim, and the kingdom fromDamascus,

and the remnant of Syria. Theywill be as the glory of the children of Israel,”
says the LORD of Armies.

4 “It will happen in that day that the glory of Jacob will be made thin, and
the fatness of his flesh will become lean.

5 It will be like when the harvester gathers the wheat, and his arm reaps
the grain. Yes, it will be like when one gleans grain in the valley of Rephaim.

6 Yet gleanings will be left there, like the shaking of an olive tree, two or
three olives in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outermost
branches of a fruitful tree,” says the LORD, the God of Israel.

7 In that day, people will look to their Maker, and their eyes will have
respect for the Holy One of Israel.
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8Theywill not look to the altars, theworkof their hands; neither shall they
respect that which their fingers have made, either the Asherah poles or the
incense altars.

9 In that day, their strong citieswill be like the forsakenplaces in thewoods
and on the mountain top, which were forsaken from before the children of
Israel; and it will be a desolation.

10For you have forgotten the God of your salvation, and have not remem-
bered the rock of your strength. Therefore youplant pleasant plants, and set
out foreign seedlings.

11 In the day of your planting, you hedge it in. In the morning, you make
your seed blossom, but the harvest flees away in the day of grief and of
desperate sorrow.

12 Ah, the uproar of many peoples who roar like the roaring of the seas;
and the rushing of nations that rush like the rushing of mighty waters!

13Thenationswill rush like the rushingofmanywaters, buthewill rebuke
them, and they will flee far off, and will be chased like the chaff of the
mountains before the wind, and like the whirling dust before the storm.

14At evening, behold, terror! Before the morning, they are no more. This
is the portion of those who plunder us, and the lot of those who rob us.

18
1 Ah, the land of the rustling of wings, which is beyond the rivers of

Ethiopia;
2 that sends ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of papyrus on the

waters, saying, “Go, you swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth, to a
people awesome from their beginning onward, a nation that measures out
and treads down, whose land the rivers divide!”

3 All you inhabitants of the world, and you dwellers on the earth, when
a banner is lifted up on the mountains, look! When the trumpet is blown,
listen!

4For theLORDsaid tome, “Iwill be still, and Iwill see inmydwellingplace,
like clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.”

5Forbefore theharvest,when theblossom is over, and theflowerbecomes
a ripening grape, he will cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and he will
cut down and take away the spreading branches.

6 They will be left together for the ravenous birds of the mountains, and
for theanimals of the earth. The ravenousbirdswill eat them in the summer,
and all the animals of the earth will eat them in the winter.

7 In that time, a present will be brought to the LORD of Armies from a
people tall and smooth, even from a people awesome from their beginning
onward, a nation thatmeasures out and treads down, whose land the rivers
divide, to the place of the name of the LORD of Armies, Mount Zion.

19
1The burden of Egypt.
“Behold, the LORD rides on a swift cloud, and comes to Egypt. The idols of

Egyptwill tremble at his presence; and the heart of Egyptwillmelt within it.
2 I will stir up the Egyptians against the Egyptians, and they will fight

everyone against his brother, and everyone against his neighbor; city
against city, and kingdom against kingdom.
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3 The spirit of the Egyptians will fail within them. I will destroy their
counsel. They will seek the idols, the charmers, those who have familiar
spirits, and the wizards.

4 I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel lord. A fierce king
will rule over them,” says the Lord, GOD* of Armies.

5Thewaterswill fail fromthe sea, and the riverwill bewastedandbecome
dry.

6The riverswill become foul. The streams of Egyptwill be diminished and
dried up. The reeds and flags will wither away.

7Themeadows by the Nile, by the brink of the Nile, and all the sown fields
of the Nile, will become dry, be driven away, and be nomore.

8The fishermenwill lament, and all thosewho fish in the Nile will mourn,
and those who spread nets on the waters will languish.

9Moreover those who work in combed flax, and those who weave white
cloth, will be confounded.

10The pillars will be broken in pieces. All those who work for hire will be
grieved in soul.

11 The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish. The counsel of the wisest
counselors of Pharaoh has become stupid. How do you say to Pharaoh, “I
am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings”?

12Where then are your wise men? Let them tell you now; and let them
knowwhat the LORD of Armies has purposed concerning Egypt.

13 The princes of Zoan have become fools. The princes of Memphis
are deceived. They have caused Egypt to go astray, those who are the
cornerstone of her tribes.

14 The LORD has mixed a spirit of perverseness in the middle of her; and
they have caused Egypt to go astray in all of its works, like a drunken man
staggers in his vomit.

15 Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which head or tail, palm
branch or rush, may do.

16 In that day the Egyptianswill be likewomen. Theywill tremble and fear
because of the shaking of the LORD of Armies’s hand, which he shakes over
them.

17 The land of Judah will become a terror to Egypt. Everyone to whom
mention is made of it will be afraid, because of the plans of the LORD of
Armies, which he determines against it.

18 In that day, there will be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak the
language of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of Armies. One will be called
“The city of destruction.”

19 In that day, there will be an altar to the LORD in the middle of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border.

20 Itwill be for a sign and for awitness to the LORDof Armies in the land of
Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of oppressors, and he will send
them a savior and a defender, and he will deliver them.

21TheLORDwill beknowntoEgypt, and theEgyptianswill knowtheLORD
in that day. Yes, they will worship with sacrifice and offering, and will vow
a vow to the LORD, and will perform it.

* 19:4 When rendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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22The LORDwill strike Egypt, striking and healing. Theywill return to the
LORD, and he will be entreated by them, and will heal them.

23 In that day there will be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the
Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria; and the
Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.

24 In that day, Israel will be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a
blessing within the earth;

25because the LORDofArmies has blessed them, saying, “Blessed beEgypt
my people, Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance.”

20
1 In the year that Tartan came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria

sent him, and he fought against Ashdod and took it;
2 at that time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and

loosen the sackcloth fromoffyourwaist, and takeyour sandals fromoffyour
feet.” He did so, walking naked and barefoot.

3 The LORD said, “As my servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot
three years for a sign and a wonder concerning Egypt and concerning
Ethiopia,

4so thekingofAssyriawill leadaway thecaptivesofEgypt and theexiles of
Ethiopia, young and old, naked and barefoot, and with buttocks uncovered,
to the shame of Egypt.

5Theywill be dismayed and confounded, because of Ethiopia their expec-
tation, and of Egypt their glory.

6The inhabitants of this coast land will say in that day, ‘Behold, this is our
expectation, wherewe fled for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria.
And we, howwill we escape?’ ”

21
1The burden of the wilderness of the sea.
As whirlwinds in the South sweep through, it comes from the wilderness,

from an awesome land.
2A grievous vision is declared to me. The treacherous man deals treach-

erously, and the destroyer destroys. Go up, Elam; attack! I have stopped all
of Media’s sighing.

3 Therefore my thighs are filled with anguish. Pains have seized me, like
the pains of a woman in labor. I am in somuch pain that I can’t hear. I am so
dismayed that I can’t see.

4My heart flutters. Horror has frightened me. The twilight that I desired
has been turned into trembling for me.

5 They prepare the table. They set the watch. They eat. They drink. Rise
up, you princes, oil the shield!

6 For the Lord said to me, “Go, set a watchman. Let him declare what he
sees.

7When he sees a troop, horsemen in pairs, a troop of donkeys, a troop of
camels, he shall listen diligently with great attentiveness.”

8He cried like a lion: “Lord, I stand continually on the watchtower in the
daytime, and every night I stay at my post.

9 Behold, here comes a troop of men, horsemen in pairs.” He answered,
“Fallen, fallen isBabylon; andall theengraved imagesofhergodsarebroken
to the ground.
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10 You are my threshing, and the grain of my floor!” That which I have
heard from the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, I have declared to you.

11The burden of Dumah.
One calls to me out of Seir, “Watchman, what of the night? Watchman,

what of the night?”
12Thewatchman said, “Themorning comes, and also the night. If youwill

inquire, inquire. Come back again.”
13The burden on Arabia.
You will lodge in the thickets in Arabia, you caravans of Dedanites.
14They brought water to himwhowas thirsty. The inhabitants of the land

of Temamet the fugitives with their bread.
15 For they fled away from the swords, from the drawn sword, from the

bent bow, and from the heat of battle.
16 For the Lord said to me, “Within a year, as a worker bound by contract

would count it, all the glory of Kedar will fail,
17 and the residue of the number of the archers, the mighty men of the

children of Kedar, will be few; for the LORD, the God of Israel, has spoken it.”

22
1The burden of the valley of vision.
What ails you now, that you have all gone up to the housetops?
2You that are full of shouting, a tumultuous city, a joyous town, your slain

are not slain with the sword, neither are they dead in battle.
3All your rulers fled away together. They were bound by the archers. All

who were found by you were bound together. They fled far away.
4Therefore I said, “Look away fromme. I will weep bitterly. Don’t labor to

comfort me for the destruction of the daughter of my people.
5For it is a day of confusion, and of treading down, and of perplexity from

the Lord, GOD* of Armies, in the valley of vision, a breaking down of the
walls, and a crying to themountains.”

6 Elam carried his quiver, with chariots of men and horsemen; and Kir
uncovered the shield.

7 Your choicest valleys were full of chariots, and the horsemen set them-
selves in array at the gate.

8He took away the covering of Judah; and you looked in that day to the
armor in the house of the forest.

9 You saw the breaches of David’s city, that they were many; and you
gathered together the waters of the lower pool.

10You counted the houses of Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses to
fortify the wall.

11 You also made a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the
old pool. But you didn’t look to himwho had done this, neither did you have
respect for himwho planned it long ago.

12 In that day, the Lord, GOD† of Armies, called toweeping, tomourning, to
baldness, and to dressing in sackcloth;

* 22:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s
Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 22:12 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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13 and behold, there is joy and gladness, killing cattle and killing sheep,
eating meat and drinking wine: “Let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we will
die.”

14The LORD‡ of Armies revealed himself in my ears, “Surely this iniquity
will not be forgiven you until you die,” says the Lord, GOD of Armies.

15The Lord, GODof Armies says, “Go, get yourself to this treasurer, even to
Shebna, who is over the house, and say,

16 ‘What are you doing here? Who has you here, that you have dug out a
tomb here?’ Cutting himself out a tomb on high, chiseling a habitation for
himself in the rock!”

17Behold, the LORD will overcome you and hurl you away violently. Yes,
he will grasp you firmly.

18He will surely wind you around and around, and throw you like a ball
into a large country. There you will die, and there the chariots of your glory
will be, you disgrace of your lord’s house.

19 I will thrust you from your office. You will be pulled down from your
station.

20 It will happen in that day that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah,

21and Iwill clothe himwith your robe, and strengthen himwith your belt.
I will commit your government into his hand; and he will be a father to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.

22 I will lay the key of David’s house on his shoulder. He will open, and no
one will shut. He will shut, and no one will open.

23 Iwill fastenhim like anail in a sureplace. Hewill be for a throneof glory
to his father’s house.

24 They will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring
and the issue, every small vessel, from the cups even to all the pitchers.

25 “In that day,” says the LORD of Armies, “the nail that was fastened in a
sure place will give way. It will be cut down and fall. The burden that was
on it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken it.”

23
1The burden of Tyre.
Howl, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid waste, so that there is no house,

no entering in. From the land of Kittim it is revealed to them.
2 Be still, you inhabitants of the coast, you whom the merchants of Sidon

that pass over the sea have replenished.
3On great waters, the seed of the Shihor, the harvest of the Nile, was her

revenue. She was themarket of nations.
4 Be ashamed, Sidon; for the sea has spoken, the stronghold of the sea,

saying, “I havenot travailed, norgivenbirth, neitherhave Inourishedyoung
men, nor brought up virgins.”

5When the report comes to Egypt, they will be in anguish at the report of
Tyre.

6Pass over to Tarshish! Wail, you inhabitants of the coast!
7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days, whose feet

carried her far away to travel?
‡ 22:14 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD” is the translationofGod’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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8 Who has planned this against Tyre, the giver of crowns, whose mer-
chants are princes, whose traders are the honorable of the earth?

9The LORDof Armies has planned it, to stain the pride of all glory, to bring
into contempt all the honorable of the earth.

10 Pass through your land like the Nile, daughter of Tarshish. There is no
restraint anymore.

11Hehas stretchedout his handover the sea. Hehas shaken thekingdoms.
The LORD has ordered the destruction of Canaan’s strongholds.

12He said, “You shall rejoice no more, you oppressed virgin daughter of
Sidon. Arise, pass over to Kittim. Even there you will have no rest.”

13 Behold, the land of the Chaldeans. This people didn’t exist. The
Assyrians founded it for thosewhodwell in thewilderness. They set up their
towers. They overthrew its palaces. Theymade it a ruin.

14Howl, you ships of Tarshish, for your stronghold is laid waste!
15 It will come to pass in that day that Tyrewill be forgotten seventy years,

according to the days of one king. After the end of seventy years it will be to
Tyre like in the song of the prostitute.

16 Take a harp; go about the city, you prostitute that has been forgotten.
Make sweet melody. Singmany songs, that youmay be remembered.

17 It will happen after the end of seventy years that the LORD will visit
Tyre. She will return to her wages, and will play the prostitute with all the
kingdoms of the world on the surface of the earth.

18Hermerchandise and herwageswill be holiness to the LORD. It will not
be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise will be for those who dwell
before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

24
1Behold, the LORDmakes the earth empty, makes it waste, turns it upside

down, and scatters its inhabitants.
2 It will be as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so

with hismaster; as with themaid, sowith hermistress; as with the buyer, so
with the seller; as with the creditor, so with the debtor; as with the taker of
interest, so with the giver of interest.

3The earthwill beutterly emptied andutterly laidwaste; for theLORDhas
spoken this word.

4The earthmourns and fades away. Theworld languishes and fades away.
The lofty people of the earth languish.

5 The earth also is polluted under its inhabitants, because they have
transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, and broken the everlasting
covenant.

6Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, and thosewhodwell therein
are found guilty. Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few
men are left.

7The newwinemourns. The vine languishes. All the merry-hearted sigh.
8 The mirth of tambourines ceases. The sound of those who rejoice ends.

The joy of the harp ceases.
9Theywill not drink wine with a song. Strong drink will be bitter to those

who drink it.
10The confused city is broken down. Every house is shut up, that no man

may come in.
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11There is a crying in the streets because of the wine. All joy is darkened.
Themirth of the land is gone.

12The city is left in desolation, and the gate is struck with destruction.
13For it will be sowithin the earth among the peoples, as the shaking of an

olive tree, as the gleanings when the vintage is done.
14 These shall lift up their voice. They will shout for the majesty of the

LORD. They cry aloud from the sea.
15Therefore glorify the LORD in the east, even the name of the LORD, the

God of Israel, in the islands of the sea!
16From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs. Glory to the

righteous!
But I said, “I pine away! I pine away! woe is me!” The treacherous have

dealt treacherously. Yes, the treacherous have dealt very treacherously.
17Fear, the pit, and the snare are on youwho inhabit the earth.
18 It will happen that he who flees from the noise of the fear will fall into

the pit; and hewho comes up out of themiddle of the pit will be taken in the
snare; for thewindows onhigh are opened, and the foundations of the earth
tremble.

19The earth is utterly broken. The earth is torn apart. The earth is shaken
violently.

20The earthwill stagger like a drunkenman, andwill sway back and forth
like a hammock. Its disobedience will be heavy on it, and it will fall and not
rise again.

21 It will happen in that day that the LORDwill punish the army of the high
ones on high, and the kings of the earth on the earth.

22Theywill be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and
will be shut up in the prison; and after many days they will be visited.

23Then themoonwill be confounded, and the sun ashamed; for the LORD
of Armies will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem; and glory will be
before his elders.

25
1 The LORD, you are my God. I will exalt you! I will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago, in complete
faithfulness and truth.

2For you havemade a city into a heap, a fortified city into a ruin, a palace
of strangers to be no city. It will never be built.

3Therefore a strongpeoplewill glorify you. A city of awesomenationswill
fear you.

4For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in
his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat, when the blast
of the dreaded ones is like a storm against the wall.

5As the heat in a dry place you will bring down the noise of strangers; as
the heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of the dreaded oneswill be brought
low.

6 In this mountain, the LORD of Armies will make all peoples a feast of
choice meat,* a feast of choice wines, of choice meat full of marrow, of well
refined choice wines.

* 25:6 literally, fat things
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7He will destroy in this mountain the surface of the covering that covers
all peoples, and the veil that is spread over all nations.

8He has swallowed up death forever! The Lord GODwill wipe away tears
from off all faces. He will take the reproach of his people away from off all
the earth, for the LORD has spoken it.

9 It shall be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God! We have waited for
him, and hewill save us! This is the LORD!We havewaited for him. Wewill
be glad and rejoice in his salvation!”

10For the LORD’s handwill rest in this mountain.
Moab will be trodden down in his place, even like straw is trodden down

in the water of the dunghill.
11 He will spread out his hands in the middle of it, like one who swims

spreads out hands to swim, but his pride will be humbled together with the
craft of his hands.

12 He has brought the high fortress of your walls down, laid low, and
brought to the ground, even to the dust.

26
1 In that day, this song will be sung in the land of Judah:

“We have a strong city.
God appoints salvation for walls and bulwarks.

2Open the gates, that the righteous nationmay enter:
the one which keeps faith.

3Youwill keep whoever’s mind is steadfast in perfect peace,
because he trusts in you.

4Trust in the LORD* forever;
for in the LORD,† the LORD, is an everlasting Rock.

5For he has brought down those who dwell on high, the lofty city.
He lays it low.
He lays it low even to the ground.
He brings it even to the dust.

6The foot shall tread it down,
even the feet of the poor
and the steps of the needy.”

7The way of the just is uprightness.
You who are upright make the path of the righteous level.

8Yes, in the way of your judgments, LORD, we have waited for you.
Your name and your renown are the desire of our soul.

9Withmy soul I have desired you in the night.
Yes, with my spirit withinme I will seek you earnestly;
for when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.

10Let favor be shown to the wicked,
yet he will not learn righteousness.

In the land of uprightness he will deal wrongfully,
and will not see the LORD’s majesty.

* 26:4 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 26:4 Hebrew: יה Yah
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11LORD, your hand is lifted up, yet they don’t see;
but they will see your zeal for the people and be disappointed.
Yes, fire will consume your adversaries.

12LORD, you will ordain peace for us,
for you have also done all our work for us.

13LORD our God, other lords besides you have had dominion over us,
but we will only acknowledge your name.

14The dead shall not live.
The departed spirits shall not rise.

Therefore you have visited and destroyed them,
and caused all memory of them to perish.

15You have increased the nation, O LORD.
You have increased the nation!

You are glorified!
You have enlarged all the borders of the land.

16LORD, in trouble they have visited you.
They poured out a prayer when your chastening was on them.

17 Just as a womanwith child, who draws near the time of her delivery,
is in pain and cries out in her pangs,
so we have been before you, LORD.

18We have been with child.
We have been in pain.

We gave birth, it seems, only to wind.
We have not worked any deliverance in the earth;
neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.

19Your dead shall live.
Their dead bodies shall arise.

Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust;
for your dew is like the dew of herbs,
and the earth will cast out the departed spirits.

20Come, my people, enter into your rooms,
and shut your doors behind you.

Hide yourself for a little moment,
until the indignation is past.

21 For, behold, the LORD comes out of his place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity.

The earth alsowill disclose her blood, andwill no longer cover her slain.

27
1 In that day, the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will

punish leviathan, the fleeing serpent, and leviathan, the twisted serpent;
and he will kill the dragon that is in the sea.

2 In that day, sing to her, “A pleasant vineyard!
3 I, the LORD, am its keeper. I will water it every moment. Lest anyone

damage it, I will keep it night and day.
4 Wrath is not in me, but if I should find briers and thorns, I would do

battle! I wouldmarch on them and I would burn them together.
5Or else let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with

me. Let himmake peace withme.”
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6 In days to come, Jacob will take root. Israel will blossom and bud. They
will fill the surface of the world with fruit.

7Hashestruck themashestruck thosewhostruck them? Orare theykilled
like those who killed themwere killed?

8 In measure, when you send them away, you contend with them. He has
removed themwith his rough blast in the day of the east wind.

9Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be forgiven, and this is all the
fruit of taking away his sin: that hemakes all the stones of the altar as chalk
stones that are beaten in pieces, so that the Asherah poles and the incense
altars shall rise nomore.

10For the fortified city is solitary, a habitation deserted and forsaken, like
the wilderness. The calf will feed there, and there he will lie down, and
consume its branches.

11 When its boughs are withered, they will be broken off. The women
will come and set them on fire, for they are a people of no understanding.
Thereforehewhomade themwillnothavecompassionon them, andhewho
formed themwill show them no favor.

12 It will happen in that day that the LORD will thresh from the flowing
stream of the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt; and youwill be gathered one
by one, children of Israel.

13 It will happen in that day that a great trumpet will be blown; and those
whowere ready toperish in the landofAssyria, and thosewhowereoutcasts
in the land of Egypt, shall come; and they will worship the LORD in the holy
mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Woe to the crownof pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading

flower of his glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fertile valley of
those who are overcomewith wine!

2Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty and strong. Like a storm of hail,
a destroying storm, and like a storm of mighty waters overflowing, he will
cast them down to the earth with his hand.

3 The crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden under
foot.

4The fadingflowerofhis gloriousbeauty,which ison theheadof the fertile
valley, shall be like thefirst-ripefigbefore the summer,which someonepicks
and eats as soon as he sees it.

5 In that day, the LORD of Armies will become a crown of glory and a
diadem of beauty to the residue of his people,

6 and a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, and strength to those
who turn back the battle at the gate.

7 They also reel with wine, and stagger with strong drink. The priest and
the prophet reel with strong drink. They are swallowed up by wine. They
stagger with strong drink. They err in vision. They stumble in judgment.

8For all tables are completely full of filthy vomit and filthiness.
9Whomwill he teach knowledge? To whomwill he explain the message?

Those who are weaned from themilk, and drawn from the breasts?
10For it is precept on precept, precept on precept; line on line, line on line;

here a little, there a little.
11 But he will speak to this nation with stammering lips and in another

language,
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12 to whom he said, “This is the resting place. Give rest to the weary,” and
“This is the refreshing;” yet they would not hear.

13Therefore the LORD’s word will be to them precept on precept, precept
on precept; line on line, line on line; here a little, there a little; that theymay
go, fall backward, be broken, be snared, and be taken.

14 Therefore hear the LORD’s word, you scoffers, that rule this people in
Jerusalem:

15 “Because you have said, ‘We have made a covenant with death, and
we are in agreement with Sheol.* When the overflowing scourge passes
through, it won’t come to us; for we havemade lies our refuge, andwe have
hidden ourselves under falsehood.’ ”

16 Therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone of a sure foundation. He who
believes shall not act hastily.

17 Iwillmake justice themeasuring line, and righteousness theplumb line.
The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and thewaters will overflow the
hiding place.

18 Your covenant with death shall be annulled, and your agreement with
Sheol† shall not stand. When the overflowing scourge passes through, then
you will be trampled down by it.

19As often as it passes through, it will seize you; for morning by morning
it will pass through, by day and by night; and it will be nothing but terror to
understand themessage.”

20 For the bed is too short to stretch out on, and the blanket is too narrow
to wrap oneself in.

21 For the LORD will rise up as on Mount Perazim. He will be angry as in
the valley of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his unusual work, and bring
to pass his act, his extraordinary act.

22Now therefore don’t be scoffers, lest your bonds be made strong; for I
have heard a decree of destruction from the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies, on the
whole earth.

23Give ear, and hear my voice! Listen, and hear my speech!
24Does he who plows to sow plow continually? Does he keep turning the

soil and breaking the clods?
25Whenhe has leveled its surface, doesn’t he plant the dill, and scatter the

cumin seed, and put in thewheat in rows, the barley in the appointed place,
and the spelt in its place?

26For his God instructs him in right judgment and teaches him.
27 For the dill isn’t threshed with a sharp instrument, neither is a cart

wheel turned over the cumin; but the dill is beaten out with a stick, and the
cumin with a rod.

28 Bread flour must be ground; so he will not always be threshing it.
Although he drives the wheel of his threshing cart over it, his horses don’t
grind it.

29 This also comes out from the LORD of Armies, who is wonderful in
counsel, and excellent in wisdom.

* 28:15 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 28:18 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 28:22
When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name
(Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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29
1Woe toAriel! Ariel, the citywhereDavid encamped! Add year to year; let

the feasts come around;
2 then I will distress Ariel, and there will be mourning and lamentation.

She shall be to me as an altar hearth.*
3 I will encamp against you all around you, and will lay siege against you

with posted troops. I will raise siege works against you.
4Youwill be brought down, andwill speak out of the ground. Your speech

will mumble out of the dust. Your voice will be as of one who has a familiar
spirit, out of the ground, and your speech will whisper out of the dust.

5 But the multitude of your foes will be like fine dust, and the multitude
of the ruthless ones like chaff that blows away. Yes, it will be in an instant,
suddenly.

6Shewill be visited by the LORDofArmieswith thunder,with earthquake,
with great noise, with whirlwind and storm, and with the flame of a
devouring fire.

7Themultitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even allwhofight
against her and her stronghold, andwho distress her, will be like a dream, a
vision of the night.

8 It will be like when a hungry man dreams, and behold, he eats; but he
awakes, and his hunger isn’t satisfied; or like when a thirsty man dreams,
and behold, he drinks; but he awakes, and behold, he is faint, and he is still
thirsty. Themultitude of all the nations that fight againstMount Zionwill be
like that.

9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind! They are drunken,
but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.

10For theLORDhaspouredout onyoua spirit of deep sleep, andhas closed
your eyes, the prophets; and he has covered your heads, the seers.

11Allvisionhasbecometoyou like thewordsofabook that is sealed,which
men deliver to onewho is educated, saying, “Read this, please;” and he says,
“I can’t, for it is sealed;”

12and the book is delivered to onewho is not educated, saying, “Read this,
please;” and he says, “I can’t read.”

13 The Lord said, “Because this people draws near with their mouth and
honors me with their lips, but they have removed their heart far from me,
and their fear of me is a commandment of menwhich has been taught;

14 therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this
people, even a marvelous work and a wonder; and the wisdom of their
wise men will perish, and the understanding of their prudent men will be
hidden.”

15Woe to those who deeply hide their counsel from the LORD, and whose
deeds are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us?” and “Who knows us?”

16 You turn things upside down! Should the potter be thought to be like
clay, that the thing made should say about him who made it, “He didn’t
make me;” or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no
understanding”?

17 Isn’t it yet a very little while, and Lebanon will be turned into a fruitful
field, and the fruitful field will be regarded as a forest?

18 In that day, the deaf will hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the
blind will see out of obscurity and out of darkness.
* 29:2 or, Ariel
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19Thehumble alsowill increase their joy in theLORD, and thepoor among
menwill rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the ruthless is brought to nothing, and the scoffer ceases, and all
those who are alert to do evil are cut off—

21who cause a person to be indicted by a word, and lay a snare for one
who reproves in the gate, andwho deprive the innocent of justice with false
testimony.

22 Therefore the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, says concerning the
house of Jacob: “Jacob shall no longer be ashamed, neither shall his face
grow pale.

23 But when he sees his children, the work of my hands, in the middle of
him, theywill sanctifymyname. Yes, theywill sanctify theHolyOneof Jacob,
and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.

24 They also who err in spirit will come to understanding, and those who
grumble will receive instruction.”

30
1 “Woe to the rebellious children”, says the LORD, “who take counsel, but

not from me; and who make an alliance, but not with my Spirit, that they
may add sin to sin;

2 who set out to go down into Egypt without asking for my advice, to
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to take refuge in the
shadow of Egypt!

3Therefore the strength of Pharaoh will be your shame, and the refuge in
the shadow of Egypt your confusion.

4For theirprincesareat Zoan, and their ambassadorshave come toHanes.
5They shall all be ashamed because of a people that can’t profit them, that

are not a help nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach.”
6The burden of the animals of the South.
Through the land of trouble and anguish, of the lioness and the lion,

the viper and fiery flying serpent, they carry their riches on the shoulders
of young donkeys, and their treasures on the humps of camels, to an
unprofitable people.

7 For Egypt helps in vain, and to no purpose; therefore I have called her
Rahab who sits still.

8Now go, write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it in a book, that it
may be for the time to come forever and ever.

9For it is a rebellious people, lying children, childrenwhowill not hear the
LORD’s law;

10who tell the seers, “Don’t see!” and the prophets, “Don’t prophesy to us
right things. Tell us pleasant things. Prophesy deceits.

11 Get out of the way. Turn away from the path. Cause the Holy One of
Israel to cease from before us.”

12 Therefore the Holy One of Israel says, “Because you despise this word,
and trust in oppression and perverseness, and rely on it,

13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach ready to fall, swelling
out in a high wall, whose breaking comes suddenly in an instant.

14 He will break it as a potter’s vessel is broken, breaking it in pieces
without sparing, so that there won’t be found among the broken pieces a
piece good enough to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the
cistern.”
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15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “You will be saved
in returning and rest. Your strengthwill be in quietness and in confidence.”
You refused,

16but you said, “No, forwewill fleeonhorses;” thereforeyouwill flee; and,
“Wewill ride on the swift;” therefore those who pursue you will be swift.

17 One thousand will flee at the threat of one. At the threat of five, you
will flee until you are left like a beacon on the top of a mountain, and like a
banner on a hill.

18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that he may be gracious to you; and
therefore hewill be exalted, that hemay havemercy on you, for the LORD is
a God of justice. Blessed are all those whowait for him.

19 For the people will dwell in Zion at Jerusalem. You will weep no more.
Hewill surely be gracious to you at the voice of your cry. Whenhehears you,
he will answer you.

20 Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of
affliction, yet your teacherswon’t behiddenanymore, but your eyeswill see
your teachers;

21andwhenyou turn to the right hand, andwhenyou turn to the left, your
ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way. Walk in it.”

22 You shall defile the overlaying of your engraved images of silver, and
the plating of your molten images of gold. You shall cast them away as an
unclean thing. You shall tell it, “Go away!”

23Hewill give the rain for your seed, withwhich youwill sow the ground;
and bread of the increase of the ground will be rich and plentiful. In that
day, your livestock will feed in large pastures.

24 The oxen likewise and the young donkeys that till the ground will eat
savory feed, which has been winnowedwith the shovel and with the fork.

25Therewill be brooks and streams of water on every loftymountain and
on every high hill in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall.

26Moreover the light of the moon will be like the light of the sun, and the
light of the sunwill be seven timesbrighter, like the light of sevendays, in the
day that the LORD binds up the fracture of his people, and heals the wound
they were struck with.

27Behold, the LORD’s name comes from far away, burning with his anger,
and in thick rising smoke. His lips are full of indignation. His tongue is as a
devouring fire.

28His breath is as an overflowing stream that reaches even to the neck, to
sift the nations with the sieve of destruction. A bridle that leads to ruin will
be in the jaws of the peoples.

29 You will have a song, as in the night when a holy feast is kept, and
gladness of heart, as when one goes with a flute to come to the LORD’s
mountain, to Israel’s Rock.

30 The LORD will cause his glorious voice to be heard, and will show the
descent of his arm, with the indignation of his anger and the flame of a
devouring fire, with a blast, storm, and hailstones.

31 For through the LORD’s voice the Assyrian will be dismayed. He will
strike himwith his rod.

32Every stroke of the rod of punishment, which the LORDwill lay on him,
will be with the sound of tambourines and harps. Hewill fight with them in
battles, brandishing weapons.
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33 For his burning place has long been ready. Yes, it is prepared for the
king. He has made its pyre deep and large with fire and much wood. The
LORD’s breath, like a stream of sulfur, kindles it.

31
1Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help,

and rely on horses,
and trust in chariots because they aremany,
and in horsemen because they are very strong,
but they don’t look to the Holy One of Israel,
and they don’t seek the LORD!

2Yet he also is wise, and will bring disaster,
and will not call back his words, but will arise against the house of the
evildoers,

and against the help of those whowork iniquity.
3Now the Egyptians are men, and not God;

and their horses flesh, and not spirit.
When the LORD stretches out his hand, both he who helps shall stumble,

and he who is helped shall fall,
and they all shall be consumed together.

4For the LORD says to me,
“As the lion and the young lion growling over his prey,

if a multitude of shepherds is called together against him,
will not be dismayed at their voice,
nor abase himself for their noise,
so the LORD of Armieswill come down to fight onMount Zion and on its
heights.

5As birds hovering, so the LORD of Armies will protect Jerusalem.
He will protect and deliver it.
He will pass over and preserve it.”

6Return to him fromwhom you have deeply revolted, children of Israel.
7 For in that day everyone shall cast away his idols of silver and his idols of
gold—sin which your own hands havemade for you.

8 “The Assyrian will fall by the sword, not of man;
and the sword, not of mankind, shall devour him.

He will flee from the sword,
and his youngmenwill become subject to forced labor.

9His rock will pass away by reason of terror,
and his princes will be afraid of the banner,”

says the LORD, whose fire is in Zion,
and his furnace in Jerusalem.

32
1Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness,

and princes shall rule in justice.
2Aman shall be as a hiding place from the wind,

and a covert from the storm,
as streams of water in a dry place,
as the shade of a large rock in a weary land.

3The eyes of those who see will not be dim,
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and the ears of those who hear will listen.
4The heart of the rash will understand knowledge,

and the tongue of the stammerers will be ready to speak plainly.
5The fool will no longer be called noble,

nor the scoundrel be highly respected.
6For the fool will speak folly,

and his heart will work iniquity,
to practice profanity,
and to utter error against the LORD,
to make empty the soul of the hungry,
and to cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

7The ways of the scoundrel are evil.
He devises wicked plans to destroy the humble with lying words,
even when the needy speaks right.

8But the noble devises noble things,
and he will continue in noble things.

9Rise up, you womenwho are at ease! Hear my voice!
You careless daughters, give ear to my speech!

10For days beyond a year you will be troubled, you careless women;
for the vintage will fail.
The harvest won’t come.

11Tremble, you womenwho are at ease!
Be troubled, you careless ones!
Strip yourselves, make yourselves naked,
and put sackcloth on your waist.

12Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields,
for the fruitful vine.

13Thorns and briers will come up onmy people’s land;
yes, on all the houses of joy in the joyous city.

14For the palace will be forsaken.
The populous city will be deserted.
The hill and the watchtower will be for dens forever,
a delight for wild donkeys,
a pasture of flocks,

15until the Spirit is poured on us from on high,
and the wilderness becomes a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field is considered a forest.

16Then justice will dwell in the wilderness;
and righteousness will remain in the fruitful field.

17The work of righteousness will be peace,
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever.

18My people will live in a peaceful habitation,
in safe dwellings,
and in quiet resting places,

19 though hail flattens the forest,
and the city is leveled completely.

20Blessed are you who sow beside all waters,
who send out the feet of the ox and the donkey.
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33
1Woe to you who destroy, but you weren’t destroyed,

and who betray, but nobody betrayed you!
When you have finished destroying, you will be destroyed;

and when you have finished betrayal, you will be betrayed.

2LORD, be gracious to us. We have waited for you.
Be our strength everymorning,
our salvation also in the time of trouble.

3At the noise of the thunder, the peoples have fled.
When you lift yourself up, the nations are scattered.

4Your plunder will be gathered as the caterpillar gathers.
Menwill leap on it as locusts leap.

5The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high.
He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.

6There will be stability in your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, and
knowledge.

The fear of the LORD is your treasure.

7Behold, their valiant ones cry outside;
the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.

8The highways are desolate.
The travelingman ceases.
The covenant is broken.
He has despised the cities.
He doesn’t respect man.

9The landmourns and languishes.
Lebanon is confounded andwithers away.
Sharon is like a desert, and Bashan and Carmel are stripped bare.

10 “Now I will arise,” says the LORD.
“Now I will lift myself up.
Now I will be exalted.

11Youwill conceive chaff.
You will give birth to stubble.
Your breath is a fire that will devour you.

12The peoples will be like the burning of lime,
like thorns that are cut down and burned in the fire.

13Hear, you who are far off, what I have done;
and, you who are near, acknowledgemymight.”

14The sinners in Zion are afraid.
Trembling has seized the godless ones.

Who among us can live with the devouring fire?
Who among us can live with everlasting burning?

15Hewhowalks righteously
and speaks blamelessly,
he who despises the gain of oppressions,
who gestures with his hands, refusing to take a bribe,
who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed,
and shuts his eyes from looking at evil—

16he will dwell on high.
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His place of defense will be the fortress of rocks.
His bread will be supplied.
His waters will be sure.

17Your eyes will see the king in his beauty.
They will see a distant land.

18Your heart will meditate on the terror.
Where is he who counted?
Where is he whoweighed?
Where is he who counted the towers?

19Youwill no longer see the fierce people,
a people of a deep speech that you can’t comprehend,
with a strange language that you can’t understand.

20Look at Zion, the city of our appointed festivals.
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet habitation,
a tent that won’t be removed.

Its stakes will never be plucked up,
nor will any of its cords be broken.

21But there the LORDwill be with us inmajesty,
a place of wide rivers and streams,
in which no galley with oars will go,
neither will any gallant ship pass by there.

22For the LORD is our judge.
The LORD is our lawgiver.
The LORD is our king.
He will save us.

23Your rigging is untied.
They couldn’t strengthen the foot of their mast.
They couldn’t spread the sail.

Then the prey of a great plunder was divided.
The lame took the prey.

24The inhabitant won’t say, “I am sick.”
The people who dwell therein will be forgiven their iniquity.

34
1Come near, you nations, to hear!

Listen, you peoples.
Let the earth and all it contains hear,
the world, and everything that comes from it.

2For the LORD is enraged against all the nations,
and angry with all their armies.

He has utterly destroyed them.
He has given them over for slaughter.

3Their slain will also be cast out,
and the stench of their dead bodies will come up.
Themountains will melt in their blood.

4All of the army of the sky will be dissolved.
The sky will be rolled up like a scroll,
and all its armies will fade away,
as a leaf fades from off a vine or a fig tree.

5Formy sword has drunk its fill in the sky.
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Behold, it will come down on Edom,
and on the people of my curse, for judgment.

6The LORD’s sword is filled with blood.
It is covered with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats,
with the fat of the kidneys of rams;
for the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

7The wild oxen will come downwith them,
and the young bulls with themighty bulls;
and their land will be drunkenwith blood,
and their dust made greasy with fat.

8For the LORD has a day of vengeance,
a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.

9 Its streams will be turned into pitch,
its dust into sulfur,
and its land will become burning pitch.

10 It won’t be quenched night or day.
Its smoke will go up forever.
From generation to generation, it will lie waste.
No one will pass through it forever and ever.

11But the pelican and the porcupine will possess it.
The owl and the raven will dwell in it.

He will stretch the line of confusion over it,
and the plumb line of emptiness.

12They shall call its nobles to the kingdom, but none shall be there;
and all its princes shall be nothing.

13Thorns will come up in its palaces,
nettles and thistles in its fortresses;
and it will be a habitation of jackals,
a court for ostriches.

14The wild animals of the desert will meet with the wolves,
and the wild goat will cry to his fellow.

Yes, the night creature* shall settle there,
and shall find herself a place of rest.

15The arrow snake will make her nest there,
and lay, hatch, and gather under her shade.
Yes, the kites will be gathered there, every one with her mate.

16 Search in the book of the LORD, and read:
not one of these will be missing.
None will lack her mate.
For mymouth has commanded,
and his Spirit has gathered them.

17He has cast the lot for them,
and his hand has divided it to themwith ameasuring line.
They shall possess it forever.
From generation to generation they will dwell in it.

* 34:14 literally, lilith, which could also be a night demon or night monster
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35
1The wilderness and the dry land will be glad.

The desert will rejoice and blossom like a rose.
2 It will blossom abundantly,

and rejoice even with joy and singing.
Lebanon’s glory will be given to it,
the excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the LORD’s glory,
the excellence of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
andmake the feeble knees firm.

4Tell those who have a fearful heart, “Be strong!
Don’t be afraid!

Behold, your God will comewith vengeance, God’s retribution.
He will come and save you.

5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.

6Then the lamemanwill leap like a deer,
and the tongue of themute will sing;
for waters will break out in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert.

7The burning sand will become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
Grass with reeds and rushes will be in the habitation of jackals, where
they lay.

8A highwaywill be there, a road,
and it will be called “The HolyWay”.

The unclean shall not pass over it,
but it will be for those whowalk in theWay.
Wicked fools shall not go there.

9No lion will be there,
nor will any ravenous animal go up on it.
They will not be found there;
but the redeemedwill walk there.

10Then the LORD’s ransomed ones will return,
and comewith singing to Zion;
and everlasting joy will be on their heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.”

36
1 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of

Assyria attacked all of the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.
2 The king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King

Hezekiah with a large army. He stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool
in the fuller’s field highway.

3 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the recorder came out to him.

4Rabshakeh said to them, “Now tell Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of
Assyria, says, “What confidence is this in which you trust?
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5 I say that your counsel and strength for thewarareonlyvainwords. Now
in whom do you trust, that you have rebelled against me?

6Behold, you trust in the staff of this bruised reed, even in Egypt, which if
a man leans on it, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of
Egypt to all who trust in him.

7But if you tellme, ‘We trust in the LORDourGod,’ isn’t that hewhose high
places andwhose altarsHezekiah has taken away, andhas said to Judah and
to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar’?”

8Now therefore, please make a pledge to my master the king of Assyria,
and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set
riders on them.

9 How then can you turn away the face of one captain of the least of
my master’s servants, and put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for
horsemen?

10Have I come up now without the LORD against this land to destroy it?
The LORD said to me, “Go up against this land, and destroy it.” ’ ”

11ThenEliakim, Shebnaand Joah said toRabshakeh, “Please speak to your
servants in Aramaic, for we understand it. Don’t speak to us in the Jews’
language in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

12But Rabshakeh said, “Hasmymaster sentme only to yourmaster and to
you, to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will
eat their own dung and drink their own urine with you?”

13 Then Rabshakeh stood, and called out with a loud voice in the Jews’
language, and said, “Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria!

14The king says, ‘Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you; for he will not be able to
deliver you.

15Don’t let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will
surely deliver us. This city won’t be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria.” ’

16Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for the king of Assyria says, ‘Make your peace
withme, andcomeout tome; andeachof youeat fromhis vine, andeachone
from his fig tree, and each one of you drink the waters of his own cistern;

17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of
grain and newwine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, “The LORDwill deliver us.”
Have any of the gods of the nations delivered their lands from the hand of
the king of Assyria?

19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim? Have they delivered Samaria frommy hand?

20Who are they among all the gods of these countries that have delivered
their country out ofmy hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of
my hand?’ ”

21 But they remained silent, and said nothing in reply, for the king’s
commandment was, “Don’t answer him.”

22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the sonofAsaph the recorder, came toHezekiah
with their clothes torn, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

37
1When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with

sackcloth, and went into the LORD’s house.
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2 He sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe,
and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet,
the son of Amoz.

3Theysaid tohim, “Hezekiahsays, ‘Today isadayof trouble, andof rebuke,
and of rejection; for the children have come to the birth, and there is no
strength to give birth.

4 It may be the LORD your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom
theking ofAssyria hismaster has sent to defy the livingGod, andwill rebuke
thewordswhich theLORDyourGodhasheard. Therefore liftupyourprayer
for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell yourmaster, ‘The LORD says, “Don’t be afraid of

thewords thatyouhaveheard,withwhich the servantsof thekingofAssyria
have blasphemedme.

7Behold, I will put a spirit in him and hewill hear news, andwill return to
his own land. I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against
Libnah, for he heard that he had departed from Lachish.

9He heard news concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “He has come out
to fight against you.” When he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah,
saying,

10 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, ‘Don’t let your
God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem won’t be given into
the hand of the king of Assyria.”

11Behold, youhave heardwhat the kings of Assyria have done to all lands,
by destroying them utterly. Shall you be delivered?

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them, which my fathers have
destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the children of Eden who were in
Telassar?

13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the
city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of themessengers and read
it. Then Hezekiah went up to the LORD’s house, and spread it before the
LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, saying,
16 “LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, who is enthroned among the

cherubim, you are the God, even you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.
You havemade heaven and earth.

17Turnyour ear, LORD, andhear. Openyour eyes, LORD, andbehold. Hear
all of the words of Sennacherib, who has sent to defy the living God.

18 Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have destroyed all the countries and
their land,

19andhave cast their gods into thefire; for theywerenogods, but thework
of men’s hands, wood and stone; therefore they have destroyed them.

20 Now therefore, LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earthmay know that you are the LORD, even you only.”

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the
God of Israel says, ‘Because youhave prayed tome against Sennacherib king
of Assyria,
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22 this is thewordwhich the LORDhas spoken concerning him: The virgin
daughter of Zion has despised you and ridiculed you. The daughter of
Jerusalem has shaken her head at you.

23 Whom have you defied and blasphemed? Against whom have you
exalted your voice and lifted up your eyes on high? Against the Holy One
of Israel.

24 By your servants, you have defied the Lord, and have said, “With the
multitude of my chariots I have come up to the height of the mountains, to
the innermost parts of Lebanon. I will cut down its tall cedars and its choice
cypress trees. Iwill enter into its farthestheight, the forest of its fruitfulfield.

25 I have dug and drunkwater, andwith the sole ofmy feet I will dry up all
the rivers of Egypt.”

26 “ ‘Have you not heard how I have done it long ago, and formed it in
ancient times? Now I have brought it to pass, that it should be yours to
destroy fortified cities, turning them into ruinous heaps.

27 Therefore their inhabitants had little power. They were dismayed and
confounded. They were like the grass of the field, and like the green herb,
like the grass on the housetops, and like a field before its crop has grown.

28But I know your sitting down, your going out, your coming in, and your
raging against me.

29 Because of your raging against me, and because your arrogance has
come up into my ears, therefore I will put my hook in your nose and my
bridle in your lips, and I will turn you back by the way by which you came.

30 “ ‘This shall be the sign to you: You will eat this year that which grows
of itself, and in the second year that which springs from it; and in the third
year sow and reap and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.

31 The remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah will again take root
downward, and bear fruit upward.

32 For out of Jerusalem a remnant will go out, and survivors will escape
fromMount Zion. The zeal of the LORD of Armies will perform this.’

33 “Therefore the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He will not
come to this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither will he come before it
with shield, nor cast up amound against it.

34Hewill return theway that he came, and hewon’t come to this city,’ says
the LORD.

35 ‘For Iwill defend this city to save it, formy own sake, and formy servant
David’s sake.’ ”

36Then the LORD’s angelwent out and struck onehundred and eighty-five
thousand men in the camp of the Assyrians. When men arose early in the
morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, went away, returned to
Nineveh, and stayed there.

38Ashewasworshiping in thehouseofNisrochhis god, Adrammelechand
Sharezer his sons struck himwith the sword; and they escaped into the land
of Ararat. Esar Haddon his son reigned in his place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. Isaiah the prophet, the
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son of Amoz, came to him, and said to him, “The LORD* says, ‘Set your house
in order, for you will die, and not live.’ ”

2Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
3 and said, “Remember now, LORD, I beg you, how I have walked before

you in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in
your sight.” Then Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4Then the LORD’s word came to Isaiah, saying,
5 “Go, and tell Hezekiah, ‘The LORD, the God of David your father, says, “I

have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen
years to your life.

6 I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and
I will defend this city.

7 This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this
thing that he has spoken.

8Behold, I will cause the shadow on the sundial, which has gone down on
the sundial ofAhazwith the sun, to returnbackward ten steps.” ’ ” So the sun
returned ten steps on the sundial on which it had gone down.

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and had
recovered of his sickness:
10 I said, “In themiddle of my life I go into the gates of Sheol.†

I am deprived of the residue of my years.”
11 I said, “I won’t see the LORD,‡

the LORD§ in the land of the living.
I will see man nomore with the inhabitants of the world.

12My dwelling is removed,
and is carried away fromme like a shepherd’s tent.

I have rolled upmy life like a weaver.
He will cut me off from the loom.
From day even to night you will make an end of me.

13 I waited patiently until morning.
He breaks all my bones like a lion.
From day even to night you will make an end of me.

14 I chattered like a swallow or a crane.
I moaned like a dove.
My eyes weaken looking upward.
Lord, I am oppressed.
Bemy security.”

15What will I say?
He has both spoken tome, and himself has done it.
I will walk carefully all my years because of the anguish of my soul.

16Lord, men live by these things;
andmy spirit finds life in all of them.
You restore me, and causeme to live.

17Behold, for peace I had great anguish,
but you have in love for my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption;
for you have cast all my sins behind your back.

* 38:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 38:10 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 38:11 Hebrew: יה
Yah § 38:11 Hebrew: יה Yah
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18For Sheol* can’t praise you.
Death can’t celebrate you.

Those who go down into the pit can’t hope for your truth.
19The living, the living, he shall praise you, as I do today.

The father shall make known your truth to the children.
20The LORDwill saveme.

Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments all the days
of our life in the LORD’s house.

21NowIsaiahhad said, “Let themtakea cakeoffigs, and lay it for apoultice
on the boil, and he shall recover.”

22Hezekiah also had said, “What is the sign that I will go up to the LORD’s
house?”

39
1At that time,Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent

letters andapresent toHezekiah, forheheard thathehadbeen sick, andhad
recovered.

2 Hezekiah was pleased with them, and showed them the house of his
precious things, the silver, the gold, the spices, and the precious oil, and
all the house of his armor, and all that was found in his treasures. There
was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah didn’t show
them.

3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and asked him, “What
did these men say? Fromwhere did they come to you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a country far from me, even from

Babylon.”
4Then he asked, “What have they seen in your house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house. There is

nothing amongmy treasures that I have not shown them.”
5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of Armies:
6 ‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and that

which your fathers have stored up until today, will be carried to Babylon.
Nothing will be left,’ says the LORD.

7 ‘They will take away your sons whowill issue from you, whom you shall
father, and they will be eunuchs in the king of Babylon’s palace.’ ”

8ThenHezekiah said to Isaiah, “The LORD’s wordwhich you have spoken
is good.” He saidmoreover, “For there will be peace and truth inmy days.”

40
1 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.
2 “Speak comfortably to Jerusalem, and call out to her that her warfare

is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received of the
LORD’s hand double for all her sins.”
3The voice of one who calls out,

“Prepare the way of the LORD in the wilderness!
Make a level highway in the desert for our God.

4Every valley shall be exalted,
and everymountain and hill shall be made low.
The uneven shall be made level,
and the rough places a plain.

5The LORD’s glory shall be revealed,
* 38:18 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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and all flesh shall see it together;
for themouth of the LORD has spoken it.”

6The voice of one saying, “Cry out!”
One said, “What shall I cry?”

“All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory is like the flower of the field.

7The grass withers,
the flower fades,
because the LORD’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are like grass.

8The grass withers,
the flower fades;
but the word of our God stands forever.”

9Youwho tell good news to Zion, go up on a highmountain.
You who tell good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with strength!
Lift it up! Don’t be afraid!
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold, your God!”

10Behold, the Lord GODwill come as amighty one,
and his armwill rule for him.
Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

11Hewill feed his flock like a shepherd.
He will gather the lambs in his arm,
and carry them in his bosom.
He will gently lead those who have their young.

12Who hasmeasured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
andmarked off the sky with his span,
and calculated the dust of the earth in ameasuring basket,
and weighed themountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

13Who has directed the LORD’s Spirit,
or has taught him as his counselor?

14Who did he take counsel with,
and who instructed him,
and taught him in the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of understanding?

15Behold, the nations are like a drop in a bucket,
and are regarded as a speck of dust on a balance.
Behold, he lifts up the islands like a very little thing.

16Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor its animals sufficient for a burnt offering.

17All the nations are like nothing before him.
They are regarded by him as less than nothing, and vanity.

18To whom thenwill you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare to him?

19Aworkman has cast an image,
and the goldsmith overlays it with gold,
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and casts silver chains for it.
20He who is too impoverished for such an offering chooses a tree that will

not rot.
He seeks a skillful workman to set up a carved image for him that will
not bemoved.

21Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
Haven’t you been told from the beginning?
Haven’t you understood from the foundations of the earth?

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in,
23who brings princes to nothing,
whomakes the judges of the earthmeaningless.

24They are planted scarcely.
They are sown scarcely.
Their stock has scarcely taken root in the ground.
Hemerely blows on them, and they wither,
and the whirlwind takes them away as stubble.

25 “To whom thenwill you likenme?
Who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

26Lift up your eyes on high,
and see who has created these,
who brings out their army by number.
He calls them all by name.
By the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power,
not one is lacking.

27Why do you say, Jacob,
and speak, Israel,
“Myway is hidden from the LORD,
and the justice dueme is disregarded bymy God”?

28Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
The everlasting God, the LORD,
the Creator of the ends of the earth, doesn’t faint.
He isn’t weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.

29He gives power to the weak.
He increases the strength of himwho has nomight.

30Even the youths faint and get weary,
and the youngmen utterly fall;
31but those whowait for the LORDwill renew their strength.
They will mount up with wings like eagles.
They will run, and not be weary.
They will walk, and not faint.
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41
1 “Keep silent before me, islands,

and let the peoples renew their strength.
Let them come near,

then let them speak.
Let’s meet together for judgment.

2Who has raised up one from the east?
Who called him to his feet in righteousness?
He hands over nations to him
andmakes him rule over kings.
He gives them like the dust to his sword,
like the driven stubble to his bow.

3He pursues them
and passes by safely,
even by a way that he had not gone with his feet.

4Who has worked and done it,
calling the generations from the beginning?
I, the LORD, the first, and with the last, I am he.”

5The islands have seen, and fear.
The ends of the earth tremble.
They approach, and come.

6Everyone helps his neighbor.
They say to their brothers, “Be strong!”

7 So the carpenter encourages the goldsmith.
He who smooths with the hammer encourages him who strikes the
anvil,

saying of the soldering, “It is good;”
and he fastens it with nails, that it might not totter.

8 “But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abrahammy friend,
9you whom I have taken hold of from the ends of the earth,
and called from its corners,
and said to you, ‘You are my servant. I have chosen you and have not
cast you away.’

10Don’t you be afraid, for I amwith you.
Don’t be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you.
Yes, I will help you.
Yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness.

11 Behold, all those who are incensed against you will be disappointed and
confounded.

Those who strive with you will be like nothing, and shall perish.
12Youwill seek them, and won’t find them,

even those who contend with you.
Those whowar against you will be as nothing,
as a nonexistent thing.

13For I, the LORD your God, will hold your right hand,
saying to you, ‘Don’t be afraid.
I will help you.’
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14Don’t be afraid, you worm Jacob,
and youmen of Israel.
I will help you,” says the LORD.
“Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

15Behold, Ihavemadeyou intoanewsharp threshing instrumentwith teeth.
You will thresh themountains,
and beat them small,
and will make the hills like chaff.

16Youwill winnow them,
and the wind will carry them away,
and the whirlwind will scatter them.

You will rejoice in the LORD.
You will glory in the Holy One of Israel.

17The poor and needy seek water, and there is none.
Their tongue fails for thirst.

I, the LORD, will answer them.
I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.

18 I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and springs in themiddle of the valleys.
I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water.

19 I will put cedar, acacia, myrtle, and oil trees in the wilderness.
I will set cypress trees, pine, and box trees together in the desert;
20 that theymay see, know, consider, and understand together,
that the LORD’s hand has done this,
and the Holy One of Israel has created it.

21Produce your cause,” says the LORD.
“Bring out your strong reasons!” says the King of Jacob.

22 “Let them announce and declare to us what will happen!
Declare the former things, what they are,
that wemay consider them, and know the latter end of them;
or show us things to come.

23Declare the things that are to come hereafter,
that wemay know that you are gods.

Yes, do good, or do evil,
that wemay be dismayed,
and see it together.

24Behold, you are nothing,
and your work is nothing.
He who chooses you is an abomination.

25 “I have raised up one from the north, and he has come,
from the rising of the sun, one who calls onmy name,
and he shall come on rulers as onmortar,
and as the potter treads clay.

26Who has declared it from the beginning, that wemay know?
and before, that wemay say, ‘He is right’?

Surely, there is no one who declares.
Surely, there is no one who shows.
Surely, there is no one who hears your words.
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27 I am the first to say to Zion, ‘Behold, look at them;’
and I will give one who brings good news to Jerusalem.

28When I look, there is noman,
even among them there is no counselor who, when I ask, can answer a
word.

29Behold, all of their deeds are vanity and nothing.
Their molten images are wind and confusion.

42
1 “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whommy soul delights:
I have put my Spirit on him.
He will bring justice to the nations.

2Hewill not shout,
nor raise his voice,
nor cause it to be heard in the street.

3Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a dimly burning wick.
He will faithfully bring justice.

4Hewill not fail nor be discouraged,
until he has set justice in the earth,
and the islands wait for his law.”

5God the LORD,
he who created the heavens and stretched them out,
he who spread out the earth and that which comes out of it,
hewho gives breath to its people and spirit to thosewhowalk in it, says:

6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness.
I will hold your hand.
I will keep you,
andmake you a covenant for the people,
as a light for the nations,
7 to open the blind eyes,
to bring the prisoners out of the dungeon,
and those who sit in darkness out of the prison.

8 “I am the LORD.
That is my name.
I will not give my glory to another,
nor my praise to engraved images.

9Behold, the former things have happened
and I declare new things.
I tell you about them before they come up.”

10 Sing to the LORD a new song,
and his praise from the end of the earth,
you who go down to the sea,
and all that is therein,
the islands and their inhabitants.

11Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voices,
with the villages that Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing.
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Let them shout from the top of themountains!
12Let them give glory to the LORD,

and declare his praise in the islands.
13The LORDwill go out like amighty man.

He will stir up zeal like aman of war.
He will raise a war cry.
Yes, he will shout aloud.
He will triumph over his enemies.

14 “I have been silent a long time.
I have been quiet and restrainedmyself.
Now I will cry out like a travailing woman. I will both gasp and pant.

15 I will destroymountains and hills,
and dry up all their herbs.
I will make the rivers islands,
and will dry up the pools.

16 I will bring the blind by a way that they don’t know.
I will lead them in paths that they don’t know.
I will make darkness light before them,
and crooked places straight.
I will do these things,
and I will not forsake them.

17 “Those who trust in engraved images,
who tell molten images,
‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back.
They will be utterly disappointed.

18 “Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind,
that youmay see.

19Who is blind, but my servant?
Or who is as deaf as mymessenger whom I send?

Who is as blind as he who is at peace,
and as blind as the LORD’s servant?

20You seemany things, but don’t observe.
His ears are open, but he doesn’t listen.

21 It pleased the LORD, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify the law
andmake it honorable.

22But this is a robbed and plundered people.
All of them are snared in holes,
and they are hidden in prisons.

They have become captives, and no one delivers,
and a plunder, and no one says, ‘Restore them!’

23Who is there among youwhowill give ear to this?
Whowill listen and hear for the time to come?

24Who gave Jacob as plunder,
and Israel to the robbers?
Didn’t the LORD, he against whomwe have sinned?
For they would not walk in his ways,
and they disobeyed his law.



Isaiah 42:25 948 Isaiah 43:11

25Therefore he poured the fierceness of his anger on him,
and the strength of battle.

It set him on fire all around, but he didn’t know.
It burned him, but he didn’t take it to heart.”

43
1But now the LORDwho created you, Jacob,

and he who formed you, Israel, says:
“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by your name.
You aremine.

2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,
and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.

When youwalk through the fire, you will not be burned,
and flamewill not scorch you.

3For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior.

I have given Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

4 Since you have been precious and honored inmy sight,
and I have loved you,
therefore I will give people in your place,
and nations instead of your life.

5Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you.
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and gather you from the west.

6 I will tell the north, ‘Give them up!’
and tell the south, ‘Don’t hold them back!
Bringmy sons from far away,
andmy daughters from the ends of the earth—

7 everyone who is called bymy name,
and whom I have created for my glory,
whom I have formed,
yes, whom I havemade.’ ”

8Bring out the blind people who have eyes,
and the deaf who have ears.

9Let all the nations be gathered together,
and let the peoples be assembled.

Who among them can declare this,
and show us former things?

Let them bring their witnesses, that theymay be justified,
or let them hear, and say, “That is true.”

10 “You aremywitnesses,” says the LORD,
“Withmy servant whom I have chosen;
that youmay know and believeme,
and understand that I am he.

Before me there was no God formed,
neither will there be after me.

11 I myself am the LORD.
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Besides me, there is no savior.
12 I have declared, I have saved, and I have shown,

and there was no strange god among you.
Therefore you aremywitnesses”,

says the LORD, “and I am God.
13Yes, since the day was, I am he.

There is no one who can deliver out of my hand.
I will work, and who can hinder it?”

14The LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel says: “For your sake, I
have sent to Babylon, and Iwill bring all of themdown as fugitives, even the
Chaldeans, in the ships of their rejoicing.

15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.”
16The LORD, whomakes a way in the sea,
and a path in themighty waters,

17who brings out the chariot and horse,
the army and themighty man
(they lie down together, they shall not rise;
they are extinct, they are quenched like a wick) says:

18 “Don’t remember the former things,
and don’t consider the things of old.

19Behold, I will do a new thing.
It springs out now.
Don’t you know it?

I will evenmake a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.

20The animals of the field, the jackals and the ostriches, shall honorme,
because I give water in the wilderness and rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21 the people which I formed for myself,
that theymight declare my praise.

22Yet you have not called onme, Jacob;
but you have been weary of me, Israel.

23You have not brought me any of your sheep for burnt offerings,
neither have you honoredmewith your sacrifices.

I have not burdened you with offerings,
nor wearied you with frankincense.

24You have bought me no sweet cane withmoney,
nor have you filledmewith the fat of your sacrifices,

but you have burdenedmewith your sins.
You have weariedmewith your iniquities.

25 I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake;
and I will not remember your sins.

26Put me in remembrance.
Let us plead together.

Declare your case,
that youmay be justified.

27Your first father sinned,
and your teachers have transgressed against me.

28Therefore I will profane the princes of the sanctuary;
and I will make Jacob a curse,
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and Israel an insult.”
44

1Yet listen now, Jacobmy servant,
and Israel, whom I have chosen.

2This is what the LORDwhomade you,
and formed you from the womb,
whowill help you says:

“Don’t be afraid, Jacobmy servant;
and you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

3For I will pour water on himwho is thirsty,
and streams on the dry ground.

I will pourmy Spirit on your descendants,
andmy blessing on your offspring;

4and they will spring up among the grass,
as willows by the watercourses.

5Onewill say, ‘I am the LORD’s.’
Another will be called by the name of Jacob;
and another will write with his hand ‘to the LORD,’
and honor the name of Israel.”

6This is what the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of Armies, says:

“I am the first, and I am the last;
and besides me there is no God.

7Who is like me?
Whowill call,
and will declare it,
and set it in order for me,
since I established the ancient people?

Let them declare the things that are coming,
and that will happen.

8Don’t fear,
neither be afraid.

Haven’t I declared it to you long ago,
and shown it?

You aremywitnesses.
Is there a God besides me?

Indeed, there is not.
I don’t know any other Rock.”

9Everyone whomakes a carved image is vain.
The things that they delight in will not profit.
Their ownwitnessesdon’t see, norknow, that theymaybedisappointed.

10Who has fashioned a god,
or molds an image that is profitable for nothing?

11Behold, all his fellows will be disappointed;
and the workmen aremeremen.

Let them all be gathered together.
Let them stand up.
They will fear.
They will be put to shame together.
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12The blacksmith takes an ax,
works in the coals,
fashions it with hammers,
and works it with his strong arm.

He is hungry,
and his strength fails;

he drinks no water,
and is faint.

13The carpenter stretches out a line.
Hemarks it out with a pencil.
He shapes it with planes.
Hemarks it out with compasses,
and shapes it like the figure of a man,
with the beauty of a man,
to reside in a house.

14He cuts down cedars for himself,
and takes the cypress and the oak,
and strengthens for himself one among the trees of the forest.

He plants a cypress tree,
and the rain nourishes it.

15Then it will be for aman to burn;
and he takes some of it and warms himself.
Yes, he burns it and bakes bread.

Yes, he makes a god andworships it;
he makes it a carved image, and falls down to it.

16He burns part of it in the fire.
With part of it, he eats meat.
He roasts a roast and is satisfied.

Yes, he warms himself
and says, “Aha! I amwarm. I have seen the fire.”

17The rest of it he makes into a god,
even his engraved image.

He bows down to it and worships,
and prays to it, and says, “Deliver me, for you aremy god!”

18They don’t know, neither do they consider,
for he has shut their eyes, that they can’t see,
and their hearts, that they can’t understand.

19No one thinks,
neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say,
“I have burned part of it in the fire.
Yes, I have also baked bread on its coals.
I have roastedmeat and eaten it.
Shall I make the rest of it into an abomination?
Shall I bow down to a tree trunk?”

20He feeds on ashes.
A deceived heart has turned him aside;
and he can’t deliver his soul,
nor say, “Isn’t there a lie in my right hand?”

21Remember these things, Jacob and Israel,
for you aremy servant.
I have formed you.
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You aremy servant.
Israel, you will not be forgotten byme.

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your transgressions,
and, as a cloud, your sins.
Return to me, for I have redeemed you.

23 Sing, you heavens, for the LORD has done it!
Shout, you lower parts of the earth!
Break out into singing, youmountains, O forest, all of your trees,
for the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
and will glorify himself in Israel.

24The LORD, your Redeemer,
and he who formed you from the womb says:

“I am the LORD, whomakes all things;
who alone stretches out the heavens;
who spreads out the earth bymyself;

25who frustrates the signs of the liars,
andmakes diviners mad;

who turns wise men backward,
andmakes their knowledge foolish;

26who confirms the word of his servant,
and performs the counsel of his messengers;

who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited;’
and of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be built,’
and ‘I will raise up its waste places;’

27who says to the deep, ‘Be dry,’
and ‘I will dry up your rivers,’

28who says of Cyrus, ‘He ismy shepherd, and shall perform allmy pleasure,’
even saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built;’
and of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’ ”

45
1The LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held to

subdue nations before him and strip kings of their armor, to open the doors
before him, and the gates shall not be shut:
2 “I will go before you

andmake the rough places smooth.
I will break the doors of bronze in pieces

and cut apart the bars of iron.
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

and hidden riches of secret places,
that youmay know that it is I, the LORD, who calls you by your name,

even the God of Israel.
4For Jacobmy servant’s sake,

and Israel my chosen,
I have called you by your name.

I have given you a title,
though you have not knownme.

5 I am the LORD, and there is no one else.
Besides me, there is no God.
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I will strengthen* you,
though you have not knownme,

6 that theymay know from the rising of the sun,
and from the west,

that there is no one besides me.
I am the LORD, and there is no one else.

7 I form the light
and create darkness.

I make peace
and create calamity.

I am the LORD,
who does all these things.

8Rain, you heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Let the earth open, that it may produce salvation,
and let it cause righteousness to spring up with it.

I, the LORD, have created it.
9Woe to himwho strives with his Maker—

a clay pot among the clay pots of the earth!
Shall the clay ask himwho fashions it, ‘What are youmaking?’

or your work, ‘He has no hands’?
10Woe to himwho says to a father, ‘What have you become the father of?’

or to amother, ‘What have you given birth to?’ ”
11The LORD, the Holy One of Israel

and his Maker says:
“You askme about the things that are to come, concerningmy sons,

and you commandme concerning the work of my hands!
12 I havemade the earth, and createdman on it.

I, evenmy hands, have stretched out the heavens.
I have commanded all their army.

13 I have raised him up in righteousness,
and I will make all his ways straight.

He shall build my city,
and he shall let my exiles go free,
not for price nor reward,” says the LORD of Armies.

14The LORD says: “The labor of Egypt,
and themerchandise of Ethiopia,
and the Sabeans, men of stature, will come over to you,
and they will be yours.

They will go after you.
They shall come over in chains.
They will bow down to you.

They will make supplication to you:
‘Surely God is in you; and there is no one else.
There is no other god.

15Most certainly you are a Godwho has hidden yourself,
God of Israel, the Savior.’ ”

16They will be disappointed,
* 45:5 or, equip
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yes, confounded, all of them.
Those who aremakers of idols will go into confusion together.

17 Israel will be saved by the LORDwith an everlasting salvation.
You will not be disappointed nor confounded to ages everlasting.

18For the LORDwho created the heavens,
the God who formed the earth andmade it,
who established it and didn’t create it a waste,
who formed it to be inhabited says:

“I am the LORD.
There is no other.

19 I have not spoken in secret,
in a place of the land of darkness.

I didn’t say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seekme in vain.’
I, the LORD, speak righteousness.
I declare things that are right.

20 “Assemble yourselves and come.
Draw near together, you who have escaped from the nations.

Those have no knowledge who carry the wood of their engraved image,
and pray to a god that can’t save.

21Declare and present it.
Yes, let them take counsel together.

Who has shown this from ancient time?
Who has declared it of old?
Haven’t I, the LORD?

There is no other God besides me, a just God and a Savior.
There is no one besides me.

22 “Look tome, and be saved, all the ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is no other.

23 I have sworn bymyself.
The word has gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and will not be
revoked,

that to me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall take an oath.

24They will say of me,
‘There is righteousness and strength only in the LORD.’ ”

Even to himwill men come.
All those who raged against himwill be disappointed.

25All the offspring of Israel will be justified in the LORD,
and will rejoice!

46
1Bel bows down.

Nebo stoops.
Their idols are carried by animals,

and on the livestock.
The things that you carried around are heavy loads,

a burden for the weary.
2They stoop and they bow down together.

They could not deliver the burden,
but they have gone into captivity.
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3 “Listen to me, house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of Israel,
that have been carried from their birth,
that have been carried from the womb.

4Even to old age I am he,
and even to gray hairs I will carry you.

I havemade, and I will bear.
Yes, I will carry, and will deliver.

5 “To whomwill you compareme, and consider my equal,
and compareme, as if we were the same?

6 Some pour out gold from the bag,
and weigh silver in the balance.

They hire a goldsmith,
and hemakes it a god.

They fall down—
yes, they worship.

7They bear it on their shoulder.
They carry it, and set it in its place, and it stands there.
It cannot move from its place.

Yes, onemay cry to it, yet it can not answer.
It cannot save him out of his trouble.

8 “Remember this, and show yourselves men.
Bring it to mind again, you transgressors.

9Remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other.
I am God, and there is none like me.

10 I declare the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times things that are not yet done.

I say: My counsel will stand,
and I will do all that I please.

11 I call a ravenous bird from the east,
the man of my counsel from a far country.

Yes, I have spoken.
I will also bring it to pass.

I have planned.
I will also do it.

12Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted,
who are far from righteousness!

13 I bringmy righteousness near.
It is not far off,
andmy salvation will not wait.

I will grant salvation to Zion,
my glory to Israel.

47
1 “Come down and sit in the dust, virgin daughter of Babylon.
Sit on the groundwithout a throne, daughter of the Chaldeans.
For you will no longer be called tender and delicate.

2Take themillstones and grind flour.
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Remove your veil, lift up your skirt, uncover your legs,
and wade through the rivers.

3Your nakedness will be uncovered.
Yes, your shamewill be seen.

I will take vengeance,
and will spare no one.”

4Our Redeemer, the LORD of Armies is his name,
is the Holy One of Israel.

5 “Sit in silence, and go into darkness,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you shall no longer be called
themistress of kingdoms.

6 I was angry withmy people.
I profanedmy inheritance
and gave them into your hand.

You showed them nomercy.
You laid a very heavy yoke on the aged.

7You said, ‘I will be a princess forever,’
so that you didn’t lay these things to your heart,
nor did you remember the results.

8 “Now therefore hear this, you who are given to pleasures,
who sit securely,

who say in your heart,
‘I am, and there is no one else besides me.

I won’t sit as a widow,
neither will I know the loss of children.’

9But these two things will come to you in amoment in one day:
the loss of children andwidowhood.

They will come on you in their full measure,
in themultitude of your sorceries,
and the great abundance of your enchantments.

10For you have trusted in your wickedness.
You have said, ‘No one sees me.’

Your wisdom and your knowledge has perverted you.
You have said in your heart, ‘I am, and there is no one else besides me.’

11Therefore disaster will come on you.
You won’t knowwhen it dawns.

Mischief will fall on you.
You won’t be able to put it away.

Desolation will come on you suddenly,
which you don’t understand.

12 “Stand nowwith your enchantments
and with themultitude of your sorceries,
in which you have labored from your youth,

as if youmight profit,
as if youmight prevail.

13You are wearied in themultitude of your counsels.
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Nowlet theastrologers, the stargazers, and themonthlyprognosticators
stand up and save you from the things that will happen to you.

14Behold, they are like stubble.
The fire will burn them.
They won’t deliver themselves from the power of the flame.

It won’t be a coal to warm at
or a fire to sit by.

15The things that you labored in will be like this:
those who have trafficked with you from your youth will each wander
in his ownway.

There will be no one to save you.

48
1 “Hear this, house of Jacob,

you who are called by the name of Israel,
and have come out of the waters of Judah.

You swear by the LORD’s name,
andmakemention of the God of Israel,
but not in truth, nor in righteousness—

2 for they call themselves citizens of the holy city,
and rely on the God of Israel;
the LORD of Armies is his name.

3 I have declared the former things from of old.
Yes, they went out of mymouth, and I revealed them.
I did them suddenly, and they happened.

4Because I knew that you are obstinate,
and your neck is an iron sinew,
and your brow bronze;

5 therefore I have declared it to you from of old;
before it came to pass I showed it to you;
lest you should say, ‘My idol has done them.
My engraved image andmymolten image has commanded them.’

6You have heard it.
Now see all this.
And you, won’t you declare it?

“I have shown you new things from this time,
even hidden things, which you have not known.

7They are created now, and not from of old.
Before today, you didn’t hear them,
lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew them.’

8Yes, you didn’t hear.
Yes, you didn’t know.
Yes, from of old your ear was not opened,

for I knew that you dealt very treacherously,
and were called a transgressor from the womb.

9Formy name’s sake, I will defer my anger,
and for my praise, I hold it back for you
so that I don’t cut you off.

10Behold, I have refined you,
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but not as silver.
I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.

11Formy own sake,
for my own sake, I will do it;

for howwouldmy name be profaned?
I will not give my glory to another.

12 “Listen to me, O Jacob,
and Israel my called:

I am he.
I am the first.
I am also the last.

13Yes, my hand has laid the foundation of the earth,
andmy right hand has spread out the heavens.
when I call to them, they stand up together.

14 “Assemble yourselves, all of you, and hear!
Who among them has declared these things?

He whom the LORD loves will do what he likes to Babylon,
and his armwill be against the Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken.
Yes, I have called him.

I have brought him
and he shall make his way prosperous.

16 “Come near to me and hear this:

“From the beginning I have not spoken in secret;
from the time that it happened, I was there.”

Now the Lord GOD has sent me
with his Spirit.

17The LORD,
your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel, says:

“I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you to profit,
who leads you by the way that you should go.

18Oh that you had listened to my commandments!
Then your peace would have been like a river
and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

19Your offspring also would have been as the sand
and the descendants of your body like its grains.
His namewould not be cut off nor destroyed from before me.”

20Leave Babylon!
Flee from the Chaldeans!

With the sound of joyful shouting announce this,
tell it even to the end of the earth;
say, “The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!”

21They didn’t thirst when he led them through the deserts.
He caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them.
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He also split the rock and the waters gushed out.

22 “There is no peace”, says the LORD, “for the wicked.”
49

1Listen, islands, to me.
Listen, you peoples, from afar:

the LORD has calledme from the womb;
from the inside of mymother, he has mentionedmy name.

2He hasmademymouth like a sharp sword.
He has hiddenme in the shadow of his hand.

He has mademe a polished shaft.
He has kept me close in his quiver.

3He said to me, “You aremy servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

4But I said, “I have labored in vain.
I have spent my strength in vain for nothing;

yet surely the justice due to me is with the LORD,
andmy reward withmy God.”

5Now the LORD, he who formedme from the womb to be his servant,
says to bring Jacob again to him,
and to gather Israel to him,
for I am honorable in the LORD’s eyes,
andmy God has becomemy strength.

6 Indeed, he says, “It is too light a thing that you should bemy servant to raise
up the tribes of Jacob,

and to restore the preserved of Israel.
I will also give you as a light to the nations,

that youmay bemy salvation to the end of the earth.”
7The LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One,

says to him whom man despises, to him whom the nation abhors, to a
servant of rulers:

“Kings shall see and rise up,
princes, and they shall worship,
because of the LORD who is faithful, even the Holy One of Israel, who
has chosen you.”

8The LORD says, “I have answered you in an acceptable time.
I have helped you in a day of salvation.

I will preserve you and give you for a covenant of the people,
to raise up the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritage,

9 saying to those who are bound, ‘Come out!’;
to those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves!’

“They shall feed along the paths,
and their pasture shall be on all treeless heights.

10They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun strike them,
for he who hasmercy on themwill lead them.
He will guide them by springs of water.

11 I will make all mymountains a road,
andmy highways shall be exalted.
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12Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Sinim.”

13 Sing, heavens, and be joyful, earth!
Break out into singing, mountains!

For the LORD has comforted his people,
and will have compassion on his afflicted.

14But Zion said, “The LORD has forsakenme,
and the Lord has forgottenme.”

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,
that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?

Yes, these may forget,
yet I will not forget you!

16Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.
Your walls are continually before me.

17Your children hurry.
Your destroyers and those who devastated you will leave you.

18Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
all these gather themselves together, and come to you.

As I live,” says the LORD, “you shall surely clothe yourself with them all as
with an ornament,

and dress yourself with them, like a bride.
19 “For, as for your waste and your desolate places,

and your land that has been destroyed,
surely now that land will be too small for the inhabitants,

and those who swallowed you upwill be far away.
20The children of your bereavement will say in your ears,

‘This place is too small for me.
Giveme a place to live in.’

21Then you will say in your heart, ‘Who has conceived these for me, since I
have been bereaved of my children

and am alone, an exile, and wandering back and forth?
Who has brought these up?

Behold, I was left alone. Where were these?’ ”
22The Lord GOD says, “Behold, I will lift upmy hand to the nations,

and lift upmy banner to the peoples.
They shall bring your sons in their bosom,

and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders.
23Kings shall be your foster fathers,

and their queens your nursingmothers.
They will bow down to you with their faces to the earth,

and lick the dust of your feet.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD;

and those whowait for mewon’t be disappointed.”
24 Shall the plunder be taken from themighty,

or the lawful captives be delivered?
25But the LORD says, “Even the captives of themighty shall be taken away,

and the plunder retrieved from the fierce,
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for I will contend with himwho contends with you
and I will save your children.

26 I will feed those who oppress you with their own flesh;
and they will be drunk on their own blood, as with sweet wine.

Then all flesh shall know that I, the LORD, am your Savior
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”

50
1 The LORD says, “Where is the bill of your mother’s divorce, with which I

have put her away?
Or to which of my creditors have I sold you?

Behold, you were sold for your iniquities,
and yourmother was put away for your transgressions.

2Why, when I came, was there no one?
When I called, why was there no one to answer?

Is my hand shortened at all, that it can’t redeem?
Or have I no power to deliver?

Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea.
I make the rivers a wilderness.
Their fish stink because there is no water, and die of thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness.
I make sackcloth their covering.”

4The Lord GOD has givenme the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with words himwho is weary.

He awakensmorning bymorning,
he awakensmy ear to hear as those who are taught.

5The Lord GOD has openedmy ear.
I was not rebellious.
I have not turned back.

6 I gavemy back to those who beat me,
andmy cheeks to those who plucked off the hair.
I didn’t hide my face from shame and spitting.

7For the Lord GODwill help me.
Therefore I have not been confounded.

Therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I won’t be disappointed.

8Hewho justifies me is near.
Whowill bring charges against me?

Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.

9Behold, the Lord GODwill help me!
Who is he whowill condemnme?

Behold, they will all grow old like a garment.
Themoths will eat them up.

10Who among you fears the LORD
and obeys the voice of his servant?

He whowalks in darkness
and has no light,

let him trust in the LORD’s name,
and rely on his God.
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11Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who adorn yourselves with torches around yourselves,

walk in the flame of your fire,
and among the torches that you have kindled.

You will have this frommy hand:
you will lie down in sorrow.

51
1 “Listen to me, you who follow after righteousness,

you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock you were cut from,

and to the quarry you were dug from.
2Look to Abraham your father,

and to Sarah who bore you;
for when he was but one I called him,

I blessed him,
andmade himmany.

3For the LORD has comforted Zion.
He has comforted all her waste places,
and has made her wilderness like Eden,
and her desert like the garden of the LORD.

Joy and gladness will be found in them,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

4 “Listen to me, my people;
and hear me, my nation,

for a lawwill go out fromme,
and I will establishmy justice for a light to the peoples.

5My righteousness is near.
My salvation has gone out,
andmy arms will judge the peoples.

The islands will wait for me,
and they will trust my arm.

6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish away like smoke,
and the earth will wear out like a garment.

Its inhabitants will die in the sameway,
but my salvation will be forever,
andmy righteousness will not be abolished.

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteousness,
the people in whose heart is my law.

Don’t fear the reproach of men,
and don’t be dismayed at their insults.

8For themoth will eat them up like a garment,
and the wormwill eat them like wool;

but my righteousness will be forever,
andmy salvation to all generations.”

9Awake, awake, put on strength, arm of the LORD!
Awake, as in the days of old,
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the generations of ancient times.
Isn’t it you who cut Rahab in pieces,

who pierced themonster?
10 Isn’t it you who dried up the sea,

the waters of the great deep;
whomade the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over?

11Those ransomed by the LORDwill return,
and comewith singing to Zion.
Everlasting joy shall be on their heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy.
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

12 “I, even I, am he who comforts you.
Who are you, that you are afraid of manwho shall die,
and of the son of manwhowill be made as grass?

13Have you forgotten the LORD yourMaker,
who stretched out the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth?

Do you live in fear continually all day because of the fury of the oppressor,
when he prepares to destroy?
Where is the fury of the oppressor?

14The captive exile will speedily be freed.
He will not die and go down into the pit.
His bread won’t fail.

15For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea
so that its waves roar.
the LORD of Armies is his name.

16 I have put mywords in yourmouth
and have covered you in the shadow of my hand,

that I may plant the heavens,
and lay the foundations of the earth,
and tell Zion, ‘You aremy people.’ ”

17Awake, awake!
Stand up, Jerusalem,
you who have drunk from the LORD’s hand the cup of his wrath.

You have drunken the bowl of the cup of staggering,
and drained it.

18 There is no one to guide her among all the sons to whom she has given
birth;

and there is no onewho takes her by the hand among all the sonswhom
she has brought up.

19These two things have happened to you—
whowill grieve with you?—

desolation and destruction,
and famine and the sword.
How can I comfort you?

20Your sons have fainted.
They lie at the head of all the streets,
like an antelope in a net.

They are full of the LORD’s wrath,
the rebuke of your God.
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21Therefore now hear this, you afflicted,
and drunken, but not with wine:

22Your Lord GOD,
your Godwho pleads the cause of his people, says,

“Behold, I have taken out of your hand the cup of staggering,
even the bowl of the cup of mywrath.
You will not drink it anymore.

23 I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you,
who have said to your soul, ‘Bow down, that wemaywalk over you;’
and you have laid your back as the ground,
like a street to those whowalk over.”

52
1Awake, awake! Put on your strength, Zion.

Put on your beautiful garments, Jerusalem, the holy city,
for from now on the uncircumcised and the uncleanwill nomore come
into you.

2 Shake yourself from the dust!
Arise, sit up, Jerusalem!
Release yourself from the bonds of your neck, captive daughter of Zion!

3For the LORD says, “Youwere sold for nothing;
and you will be redeemedwithout money.”

4For the Lord GOD says:
“My people went down at the first into Egypt to live there;

and the Assyrian has oppressed themwithout cause.

5 “Now therefore, what do I do here,” says the LORD,
“seeing that my people are taken away for nothing?

Those who rule over themmock,” says the LORD,
“andmy name is blasphemed continually all day long.

6Therefore my people shall knowmy name.
Therefore they shall know in that day that I am he who speaks.
Behold, it is I.”

7Howbeautiful on themountains are the feet of himwho brings good news,
who publishes peace,
who brings good news,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

8Your watchmen lift up their voice.
Together they sing;
for they shall see eye to eye when the LORD returns to Zion.

9Break out into joy!
Sing together, you waste places of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people.
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10The LORD hasmade his holy arm bare in the eyes of all the nations.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

11Depart! Depart! Go out from there! Touch no unclean thing!



Isaiah 52:12 965 Isaiah 53:8

Go out from among her!
Cleanse yourselves, you who carry the LORD’s vessels.

12For you shall not go out in haste,
neither shall you go by flight;

for the LORDwill go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

13Behold, my servant will deal wisely.
He will be exalted and lifted up,
and will be very high.

14 Just as many were astonished at you—
his appearance was marred more than any man, and his form more
than the sons of men—

15 so he will cleanse* many nations.
Kings will shut their mouths at him;
for they will see that which had not been told them,
and they will understand that which they had not heard.

53
1Who has believed ourmessage?

To whom has the LORD’s arm been revealed?
2For he grew up before him as a tender plant,

and as a root out of dry ground.
He has no good looks or majesty.

Whenwe see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
3Hewas despised

and rejected bymen,
a man of suffering

and acquainted with disease.
He was despised as one fromwhommen hide their face;

and we didn’t respect him.
4 Surely he has borne our sickness

and carried our suffering;
yet we considered him plagued,

struck by God, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our transgressions.

He was crushed for our iniquities.
The punishment that brought our peace was on him;

and by his wounds we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray.

Everyone has turned to his ownway;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7Hewas oppressed,
yet when he was afflicted he didn’t open his mouth.

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he didn’t open his mouth.

8Hewas taken away by oppression and judgment.

* 52:15 or, sprinkle
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As for his generation,
who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living
and stricken for the disobedience of my people?

9Theymade his grave with the wicked,
and with a richman in his death,

although he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him.
He has caused him to suffer.

When youmake his soul an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring.

He will prolong his days
and the LORD’s pleasure will prosper in his hand.

11After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light* and be satisfied.

My righteous servant will justify many by the knowledge of himself;
and he will bear their iniquities.

12Therefore I will give him a portion with the great.
He will divide the plunder with the strong,

because he poured out his soul to death
andwas counted with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sins of many
andmade intercession for the transgressors.

54
1 “Sing, barren, you who didn’t give birth!

Break out into singing, and cry aloud, youwho didn’t travail with child!
For more are the children of the desolate than the children of the
married wife,” says the LORD.

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent,
and let them stretch out the curtains of your habitations;
don’t spare; lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes.

3For you will spread out on the right hand and on the left;
and your offspring will possess the nations
and settle in desolate cities.

4 “Don’t be afraid, for you will not be ashamed.
Don’t be confounded, for you will not be disappointed.

For you will forget the shame of your youth.
You will remember the reproach of your widowhood nomore.

5For yourMaker is your husband; the LORD of Armies is his name.
The Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer.
He will be called the God of the whole earth.

6For the LORD has called you as a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
even a wife of youth, when she is cast off,” says your God.

7 “For a small moment I have forsaken you,
but I will gather you with great mercies.

* 53:11 So read the Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint. Masoretic Text omits “the light”.
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8 In overflowing wrath I hidmy face from you for amoment,
but with everlasting loving kindness I will havemercy on you,” says the
LORD your Redeemer.

9 “For this is like the waters of Noah tome;
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah will no more go over the
earth,

so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, nor rebuke you.
10For themountains may depart,

and the hills be removed,
but my loving kindness will not depart from you,

andmy covenant of peace will not be removed,”
says the LORDwho hasmercy on you.

11 “You afflicted, tossed with storms, and not comforted,
behold, I will set your stones in beautiful colors,
and lay your foundations with sapphires.

12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies,
your gates of sparkling jewels,
and all your walls of precious stones.

13All your children will be taught by the LORD,
and your children’s peace will be great.

14Youwill be established in righteousness.
You will be far from oppression,
for you will not be afraid,
and far from terror,
for it shall not come near you.

15Behold, theymay gather together, but not byme.
Whoever gathers together against you will fall because of you.

16 “Behold, I have created the blacksmith who fans the coals into flame,
and forges a weapon for his work;
and I have created the destroyer to destroy.

17Noweapon that is formed against you will prevail;
and you will condemn every tongue that rises against you in judgment.

This is the heritage of the LORD’s servants,
and their righteousness is of me,” says the LORD.

55
1 “Hey! Come, everyone who thirsts, to the waters!

Come, he who has nomoney, buy, and eat!
Yes, come, buy wine andmilk without money andwithout price.

2Why do you spendmoney for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which doesn’t satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat that which is good,
and let your soul delight itself in richness.

3Turn your ear, and come tome.
Hear, and your soul will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of
David.

4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander to the peoples.
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5Behold, you shall call a nation that you don’t know;
and a nation that didn’t know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel;
for he has glorified you.”

6 Seek the LORDwhile hemay be found.
Call on himwhile he is near.

7Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.

Let him return to the LORD, and he will havemercy on him,
to our God, for he will freely pardon.

8 “Formy thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not myways,” says the LORD.

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are myways higher than your ways,
andmy thoughts than your thoughts.

10For as the rain comes down and the snow from the sky,
and doesn’t return there, but waters the earth,
andmakes it grow and bud,
and gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater;

11 so is myword that goes out of mymouth:
it will not return to me void,
but it will accomplish that which I please,
and it will prosper in the thing I sent it to do.

12For you shall go out with joy,
and be led out with peace.

Themountains and the hills will break out before you into singing;
and all the trees of the fields will clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn the cypress tree will come up;
and instead of the brier themyrtle tree will come up.

It will make a name for the LORD,
for an everlasting sign that will not be cut off.”

56
1The LORD says:

“Maintain justice
and do what is right,

for my salvation is near
andmy righteousness will soon be revealed.

2Blessed is themanwho does this,
and the son of manwho holds it fast;

who keeps the Sabbath without profaning it
and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

3Let no foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD speak, saying,
“The LORDwill surely separate me from his people.”
Do not let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.”

4For the LORD says, “To the eunuchs who keepmy Sabbaths,
choose the things that please me,
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and hold fast to my covenant,
5 I will give them in my house and within my walls a memorial and a name

better than of sons and of daughters.
I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.

6Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD
to serve him,

and to love the LORD’s name,
to be his servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath from profaning it,
and holds fast my covenant,

7 I will bring these to my holy mountain,
andmake them joyful in my house of prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted onmy altar;
for my house will be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

8The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says,
“I will yet gather others to him,
in addition to his ownwho are gathered.”

9All you animals of the field,
come to devour,
all you animals in the forest.

10His watchmen are blind.
They are all without knowledge.

They are all mute dogs.
They can’t bark—
dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber.

11Yes, the dogs are greedy.
They can never have enough.

They are shepherds who can’t understand.
They have all turned to their ownway,
each one to his gain, from every quarter.

12 “Come,” they say, “I will get wine,
and wewill fill ourselves with strong drink;
and tomorrowwill be as today,
great beyondmeasure.”

57
1The righteous perish,

and no one lays it to heart.
Merciful men are taken away,

and no one considers that the righteous is taken away from the evil.
2He enters into peace.

They rest in their beds,
each one whowalks in his uprightness.

3 “But draw near here, you sons of a sorceress,
you offspring of adulterers and prostitutes.

4Whom do youmock?
Against whom do youmake a widemouth
and stick out your tongue?

Aren’t you children of disobedience
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and offspring of falsehood,
5you who inflame yourselves among the oaks,

under every green tree;
who kill the children in the valleys,

under the clefts of the rocks?
6Among the smooth stones of the valley is your portion.

They, they are your lot.
You have even poured a drink offering to them.

You have offered an offering.
Shall I be appeased for these things?

7On a high and lofty mountain you have set your bed.
You also went up there to offer sacrifice.

8You have set up yourmemorial behind the doors and the posts,
for you have exposed yourself to someone besides me,
and have gone up.

You have enlarged your bed
andmade you a covenant with them.
You loved what you saw on their bed.

9Youwent to the king with oil,
increased your perfumes,
sent your ambassadors far off,
and degraded yourself even to Sheol.*

10Youwere wearied with the length of your ways;
yet you didn’t say, ‘It is in vain.’

You found a reviving of your strength;
therefore you weren’t faint.

11 “Whom have you dreaded and feared,
so that you lie,
and have not rememberedme, nor laid it to your heart?

Haven’t I held my peace for a long time,
and you don’t fear me?

12 I will declare your righteousness;
and as for your works, they will not benefit you.

13When you cry,
let those whom you have gathered deliver you,

but the wind will take them.
A breath will carry them all away,

but he who takes refuge inmewill possess the land,
and will inherit my holy mountain.”

14Hewill say, “Build up, build up, prepare the way!
Remove the stumbling-block out of the way of my people.”

15For the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity,
whose name is Holy, says:

“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also who is of a contrite and
humble spirit,

to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite.

16For I will not contend forever, neither will I always be angry;
* 57:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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for the spirit would faint before me,
and the souls whom I havemade.

17 I was angry because of the iniquity of his covetousness and struck him.
I hid myself and was angry;
and he went on backsliding in the way of his heart.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him.
I will lead him also,
and restore comforts to him and to his mourners.

19 I create the fruit of the lips:
Peace, peace, to himwho is far off and to himwho is near,”
says the LORD; “and I will heal them.”

20But the wicked are like the troubled sea;
for it can’t rest and its waters cast upmire andmud.

21 “There is no peace”, says my God,
“for the wicked.”

58
1 “Cry aloud! Don’t spare!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Declare to my people their disobedience,

and to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet they seekme daily,

and delight to knowmyways.
As a nation that did righteousness,

and didn’t forsake the ordinance of their God,
they ask of me righteous judgments.

They delight to draw near to God.
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you don’t see?

Why have we afflicted our soul, and you don’t notice?’
“Behold, in the day of your fast you find pleasure,

and oppress all your laborers.
4Behold, you fast for strife and contention,

and to strike with the fist of wickedness.
You don’t fast today so as to make your voice to be heard on high.

5 Is this the fast that I have chosen?
A day for aman to humble his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes under himself?

Will you call this a fast,
and an acceptable day to the LORD?

6 “Isn’t this the fast that I have chosen:
to release the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?

7 Isn’t it to distribute your bread to the hungry,
and that you bring the poor who are cast out to your house?

When you see the naked,
that you cover him;
and that you not hide yourself from your own flesh?
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8Then your light will break out as themorning,
and your healing will appear quickly;

then your righteousness shall go before you,
and the LORD’s glory will be your rear guard.

9Then youwill call, and the LORDwill answer.
You will cry for help, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’

“If you take away from among you the yoke,
finger pointing,
and speaking wickedly;

10and if you pour out your soul to the hungry,
and satisfy the afflicted soul,

then your light will rise in darkness,
and your obscurity will be as the noonday;

11and the LORDwill guide you continually,
satisfy your soul in dry places,
andmake your bones strong.

You will be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water
whose waters don’t fail.

12Those whowill be of you will build the old waste places.
You will raise up the foundations of many generations.

You will be called Repairer of the Breach,
Restorer of Paths with Dwellings.

13 “If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath,
from doing your pleasure onmy holy day,

and call the Sabbath a delight,
and the holy of the LORD honorable,
and honor it,
not doing your ownways,
nor finding your own pleasure,
nor speaking your ownwords,

14 then you will delight yourself in the LORD,
and I will make you to ride on the high places of the earth,
and I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father;”
for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.

59
1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it can’t save;

nor his ear dull, that it can’t hear.
2But your iniquities have separated you and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face from you,
so that he will not hear.

3For your hands are defiled with blood,
and your fingers with iniquity.

Your lips have spoken lies.
Your tonguemutters wickedness.

4No one sues in righteousness,
and no one pleads in truth.

They trust in vanity
and speak lies.
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They conceive mischief
and give birth to iniquity.

5They hatch adders’ eggs
and weave the spider’s web.

He who eats of their eggs dies;
and that which is crushed breaks out into a viper.

6Their webs won’t become garments.
They won’t cover themselves with their works.

Their works are works of iniquity,
and acts of violence are in their hands.

7Their feet run to evil,
and they hurry to shed innocent blood.

Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.
Desolation and destruction are in their paths.

8They don’t know the way of peace;
and there is no justice in their ways.

They havemade crooked paths for themselves;
whoever goes in them doesn’t know peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us,
and righteousness doesn’t overtake us.

We look for light, but see darkness;
for brightness, but we walk in obscurity.

10We grope for the wall like the blind.
Yes, we grope as those who have no eyes.

We stumble at noon as if it were twilight.
Among those who are strong, we are like deadmen.

11We all roar like bears
andmoan sadly like doves.

We look for justice, but there is none,
for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12For our transgressions are multiplied before you,
and our sins testify against us;

for our transgressions are with us,
and as for our iniquities, we know them:

13 transgressing and denying the LORD,
and turning away from following our God,
speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.

14 Justice is turned away backward,
and righteousness stands far away;

for truth has fallen in the street,
and uprightness can’t enter.

15Yes, truth is lacking;
and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.

The LORD saw it,
and it displeased him that there was no justice.

16He saw that there was noman,
and wondered that there was no intercessor.
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Therefore his own arm brought salvation to him;
and his righteousness sustained him.

17He put on righteousness as a breastplate,
and a helmet of salvation on his head.

He put on garments of vengeance for clothing,
and was clad with zeal as a mantle.

18According to their deeds,
he will repay as appropriate:
wrath to his adversaries,
recompense to his enemies.
He will repay the islands their due.

19 So they will fear the LORD’s name from the west,
and his glory from the rising of the sun;

for he will come as a rushing stream,
which the LORD’s breath drives.

20 “A Redeemer will come to Zion,
and to those who turn from disobedience in Jacob,” says the LORD.

21 “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit
who is on you, and my words which I have put in your mouth shall not
depart out of yourmouth, nor out of themouth of your offspring, nor out of
the mouth of your offspring’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from now on and
forever.”

60
1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the LORD’s glory has risen on you!
2For behold, darkness will cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORDwill arise on you,

and his glory shall be seen on you.
3Nations will come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.

4 “Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
they all gather themselves together.
They come to you.

Your sons will come from far away,
and your daughters will be carried in arms.

5Then you shall see and be radiant,
and your heart will thrill and be enlarged;

because the abundance of the sea will be turned to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.

6Amultitude of camels will cover you,
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah.

All from Sheba will come.
They will bring gold and frankincense,
and will proclaim the praises of the LORD.

7All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered together to you.
The rams of Nebaioth will serve you.

They will be accepted as offerings onmy altar;
and I will beautify my glorious house.
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8 “Who are these who fly as a cloud,
and as the doves to their windows?

9 Surely the islands will wait for me,
and the ships of Tarshish first,

to bring your sons from far away,
their silver and their gold with them,

for the name of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel,
because he has glorified you.

10 “Foreigners will build up your walls,
and their kings will serve you;

for in mywrath I struck you,
but in my favor I have hadmercy on you.

11 Your gates also shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor
night, that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, and their
kings led captive.

12For that nation andkingdom thatwill not serve you shall perish; yes, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.

13 “The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress tree, the pine, and
the box tree together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will
make the place of my feet glorious.

14The sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you;
and all those who despised you will bow themselves down at the soles
of your feet.

They will call you the LORD’s City,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and hated,
so that no one passed through you,

I will make you an eternal excellency,
a joy of many generations.

16Youwill also drink themilk of the nations,
and will nurse from royal breasts.

Then youwill know that I, the LORD, am your Savior,
your Redeemer,
the Mighty One of Jacob.

17For bronze I will bring gold;
for iron I will bring silver;
for wood, bronze,
and for stones, iron.

I will also make peace your governor,
and righteousness your ruler.

18Violence shall nomore be heard in your land,
nor desolation or destruction within your borders;

but you will call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.

19The sunwill be nomore your light by day,
nor will the brightness of themoon give light to you,

but the LORDwill be your everlasting light,
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and your Godwill be your glory.
20Your sun will not go down anymore,

nor will yourmoonwithdraw itself;
for the LORDwill be your everlasting light,

and the days of yourmourning will end.
21Then your people will all be righteous.

They will inherit the land forever,
the branch of my planting,
the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified.

22The little one will become a thousand,
and the small one a strong nation.
I, the LORD, will do this quickly in its time.”

61
1The Lord GOD’s Spirit is onme,

because the LORD has anointedme to preach good news to the humble.
He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to those who are bound,*

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all whomourn,

3 to provide for those whomourn in Zion,
to give to them a garland for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,

that theymay be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD,
that hemay be glorified.

4They will rebuild the old ruins.
They will raise up the former devastated places.

They will repair the ruined cities
that have been devastated for many generations.

5 Strangers will stand and feed your flocks.
Foreigners will work your fields and your vineyards.

6But you will be called the LORD’s priests.
Menwill call you the servants of our God.

You will eat the wealth of the nations.
You will boast in their glory.

7 Instead of your shame youwill have double.
Instead of dishonor, they will rejoice in their portion.

Therefore in their land they will possess double.
Everlasting joy will be to them.

8 “For I, the LORD, love justice.
I hate robbery and iniquity.

I will give them their reward in truth
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

* 61:1 LXX and DSS add: recovery of sight to the blind
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9Their offspring will be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples.

All who see themwill acknowledge them,
that they are the offspring which the LORD has blessed.”

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD!
My soul will be joyful in my God,

for he has clothedmewith the garments of salvation.
He has coveredmewith the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11For as the earth produces its bud,
and as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring up,
so the LordGODwill cause righteousness and praise to spring up before
all the nations.

62
1For Zion’s sake I will not holdmy peace,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her righteousness shines out like the dawn,

and her salvation like a burning lamp.
2The nations will see your righteousness,

and all kings your glory.
You will be called by a new name,

which the LORD’s mouth will name.
3Youwill also be a crown of beauty in the LORD’s hand,

and a royal diadem in your God’s hand.
4Youwill not be called Forsaken anymore,

nor will your land be called Desolate anymore;
but you will be called Hephzibah,*

and your land Beulah;†
for the LORD delights in you,

and your land will be married.
5For as a youngmanmarries a virgin,

so your sons will marry you.
As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,

so your Godwill rejoice over you.

6 I have set watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem.
They will never be silent day nor night.

You who call on the LORD, take no rest,
7and give him no rest until he establishes,
and until he makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

8The LORD has sworn by his right hand,
and by the arm of his strength,

“Surely I will nomore give your grain to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners will not drink your new wine, for which you have
labored,

9but those who have harvested it will eat it, and praise the LORD.

* 62:4 Hephzibahmeans “I delight in her”. † 62:4 Beulahmeans “married”
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Those who have gathered it will drink it in the courts of my sanctuary.”
10Go through, go through the gates!

Prepare the way of the people!
Build up, build up the highway!

Gather out the stones!
Lift up a banner for the peoples.

11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your salvation comes!

Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him!’ ”

12They will call them “The Holy People,
The LORD’s Redeemed”.

You will be called “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken”.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom,

with dyed garments from Bozrah?
Who is this who is glorious in his clothing,

marching in the greatness of his strength?
“It is I who speak in righteousness,

mighty to save.”
2Why is your clothing red,

and your garments like himwho treads in the wine vat?

3 “I have trodden the wine press alone.
Of the peoples, no one was withme.

Yes, I trod them inmy anger
and trampled them inmywrath.

Their lifeblood is sprinkled onmy garments,
and I have stained all my clothing.

4For the day of vengeance was inmy heart,
and the year of my redeemed has come.

5 I looked, and there was no one to help;
and I wondered that there was no one to uphold.

Therefore my own arm brought salvation to me.
My ownwrath upheldme.

6 I trod down the peoples in my anger
andmade them drunk inmywrath.
I poured their lifeblood out on the earth.”

7 I will tell of the loving kindnesses of the LORD
and the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has given to us,

and the great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which he has given to them according to his mercies,
and according to themultitude of his loving kindnesses.

8For he said, “Surely, they aremy people,
children whowill not deal falsely;”
so he became their Savior.
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9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them.

In his love and in his pity he redeemed them.
He bore them,
and carried them all the days of old.

10But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit.

Therefore he turned and became their enemy,
and he himself fought against them.

11Then he remembered the days of old,
Moses and his people, saying,

“Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his
flock?

Where is he who put his Holy Spirit among them?”
12Who caused his glorious arm to be at Moses’ right hand?

Who divided the waters before them, to make himself an everlasting
name?

13Who led them through the depths,
like a horse in the wilderness,
so that they didn’t stumble?

14As the livestock that go down into the valley,
the LORD’s Spirit caused them to rest.
So you led your people to make yourself a glorious name.

15Look down from heaven,
and see from the habitation of your holiness and of your glory.

Where are your zeal and yourmighty acts?
The yearning of your heart and your compassion is restrained toward
me.

16For you are our Father,
though Abraham doesn’t know us,
and Israel does not acknowledge us.

You, LORD, are our Father.
Our Redeemer from everlasting is your name.

17O LORD, why do youmake us wander from your ways,
and harden our heart from your fear?

Return for your servants’ sake,
the tribes of your inheritance.

18Your holy people possessed it but a little while.
Our adversaries have trodden down your sanctuary.

19We have become like those over whom you never ruled,
like those whowere not called by your name.

64
1Oh that you would tear the heavens,

that you would come down,
that themountains might quake at your presence—

2as when fire kindles the brushwood,
and the fire causes the water to boil.

Make your name known to your adversaries,
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that the nations may tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome things which we didn’t look for,

you came down, and themountains quaked at your presence.
4For from of old men have not heard,

nor perceived by the ear,
nor has the eye seen a God besides you,
whoworks for himwhowaits for him.

5Youmeet himwho rejoices and does righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways.

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned.
We have been in sin for a long time.
Shall we be saved?

6For we have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteousness is like a polluted garment.

We all fade like a leaf;
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

7There is no one who calls on your name,
who stirs himself up to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
and have consumed us bymeans of our iniquities.

8But now, LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay and you our potter.
We all are the work of your hand.

9Don’t be furious, LORD.
Don’t remember iniquity forever.

Look and see, we beg you,
we are all your people.

10Your holy cities have become a wilderness.
Zion has become a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.

11Our holy and our beautiful house where our fathers praised you
is burned with fire.
All our pleasant places are laid waste.

12Will you hold yourself back for these things, LORD?
Will you keep silent and punish us very severely?

65
1 “I am inquired of by those who didn’t ask.

I am found by those who didn’t seekme.
I said, ‘Seeme, see me,’ to a nation that was not called bymy name.

2 I have spread out my hands all day to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
after their own thoughts;

3a people who provokeme tomy face continually,
sacrificing in gardens,
and burning incense on bricks;

4who sit among the graves,
and spend nights in secret places;

who eat pig’s meat,
and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;

5who say, ‘Stay by yourself,
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don’t come near to me,
for I am holier than you.’

These are smoke inmy nose,
a fire that burns all day.

6 “Behold, it is written before me:
I will not keep silence,
but will repay,
yes, I will repay into their bosom

7 your own iniquities and the iniquities of your fathers together”, says the
LORD,

“who have burned incense on themountains,
and blasphemedme on the hills.
Therefore I will first measure their work into their bosom.”

8The LORD says,
“As the newwine is found in the cluster,

and one says, ‘Don’t destroy it, for a blessing is in it:’
so I will do for my servants’ sake,

that I may not destroy them all.
9 I will bring offspring out of Jacob,

and out of Judah an inheritor of mymountains.
My chosen will inherit it,

andmy servants will dwell there.
10 Sharon will be a fold of flocks,

and the valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down in,
for my people who have sought me.

11 “But you who forsake the LORD,
who forget my holy mountain,
who prepare a table for Fortune,
and who fill upmixed wine to Destiny;

12 I will destine you to the sword,
and you will all bow down to the slaughter;

because when I called, you didn’t answer.
When I spoke, you didn’t listen;

but you did that which was evil in my eyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t delight.”

13Therefore the Lord GOD says,
“Behold, my servants will eat,

but you will be hungry;
behold, my servants will drink,

but you will be thirsty.
Behold, my servants will rejoice,

but you will be disappointed.
14Behold, my servants will sing for joy of heart,

but you will cry for sorrow of heart,
and will wail for anguish of spirit.

15Youwill leave your name for a curse to my chosen,
and the Lord GODwill kill you.

He will call his servants by another name,
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16 so that he who blesses himself in the earth will bless himself in the
God of truth;

and he who swears in the earth will swear by the God of truth;
because the former troubles are forgotten,

and because they are hidden frommy eyes.

17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth;
and the former things will not be remembered,
nor come into mind.

18But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create;
for, behold, I create Jerusalem to be a delight,
and her people a joy.

19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people;

and the voice of weeping and the voice of crying
will be heard in her nomore.

20 “Nomore will there be an infant who only lives a few days,
nor an oldmanwho has not filled his days;

for the child will die one hundred years old,
and the sinner being one hundred years old will be accursed.

21They will build houses and inhabit them.
They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

22They will not build and another inhabit.
They will not plant and another eat;

for the days of my people will be like the days of a tree,
andmy chosen will long enjoy the work of their hands.

23They will not labor in vain
nor give birth for calamity;

for they are the offspring of the LORD’s blessed
and their descendants with them.

24 It will happen that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

25The wolf and the lambwill feed together.
The lion will eat straw like the ox.
Dust will be the serpent’s food.

They will not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD.

66
1The LORD says:

“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build to me?
Where will I rest?

2Formy hand has made all these things,
and so all these things came to be,” says the LORD:

“but I will look to this man,
even to he who is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and who trembles at myword.

3Hewho kills an ox is as he who kills a man;
he who sacrifices a lamb, as he who breaks a dog’s neck;
he who offers an offering, as he who offers pig’s blood;
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he who burns frankincense, as he who blesses an idol.
Yes, they have chosen their ownways,

and their soul delights in their abominations.
4 I also will choose their delusions,

and will bring their fears on them,
because when I called, no one answered;

when I spoke, they didn’t listen,
but they did that which was evil in my eyes,

and chose that in which I didn’t delight.”
5Hear the LORD’s word,

you who tremble at his word:
“Your brothers who hate you,

who cast you out for my name’s sake, have said,
‘Let the LORD be glorified,

that wemay see your joy;’
but it is those who shall be disappointed.

6A voice of tumult from the city,
a voice from the temple,
a voice of the LORD that repays his enemies what they deserve.

7 “Before she travailed, she gave birth.
Before her pain came, she delivered a son.

8Who has heard of such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?
Shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion travailed,
she gave birth to her children.

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to be delivered?” says the LORD.
“Shall I who cause to give birth shut the womb?” says your God.

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her.
Rejoice for joy with her, all you whomourn over her;

11 that youmay nurse and be satisfied at the comforting breasts;
that youmay drink deeply,
and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.”

12For the LORD says, “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream,
and youwill nurse.

You will be carried on her side,
and will be dandled on her knees.

13As one whom his mother comforts,
so I will comfort you.
You will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

14Youwill see it, and your heart shall rejoice,
and your bones will flourish like the tender grass.

The LORD’s handwill be known among his servants;
and he will have indignation against his enemies.
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15For, behold, the LORDwill comewith fire,
and his chariots will be like the whirlwind;

to render his anger with fierceness,
and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16For the LORDwill execute judgment by fire and by his sword on all flesh;
and those slain by the LORDwill be many.

17 “Those who sanctify themselves and purify themselves to go to the
gardens, following one in the middle, eating pig’s meat, abominable things,
and themouse, they shall come to an end together,” says the LORD.

18 “For I know their works and their thoughts. The time comes that I will
gather all nations and languages, and they will come, and will see my glory.

19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send those who escape of them
to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and
Javan, to far-away islands, who have not heard my fame, nor have seen my
glory; and they shall declare my glory among the nations.

20 They shall bring all your brothers out of all the nations for an offering
to the LORD, on horses, in chariots, in litters, onmules, and on camels, tomy
holymountain Jerusalem, says theLORD, as the childrenof Israel bring their
offering in a clean vessel into the LORD’s house.

21Of them I will also select priests and Levites,” says the LORD.
22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall

remain before me,” says the LORD, “so your offspring and your name shall
remain.

23 It shall happen that from one new moon to another, and from one
Sabbath to another, all fleshwill come toworshipbeforeme,” says theLORD.

24 “They will go out, and look at the dead bodies of the men who have
transgressed against me; for their worm will not die, nor will their fire be
quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.”
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1Thewords of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests whowere in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin.

2TheLORD’s*wordcame tohim in thedaysof Josiah the sonofAmon, king
of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, to
the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, to
the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifthmonth.

4Now the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.

Before you were born, I sanctified you.
I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6Then I said, “Ah, Lord†GOD! Behold,‡ I don’t knowhow to speak; for I am
a child.”

7 But the LORD said to me, “Don’t say, ‘I am a child;’ for you must go to
whomever I send you, and youmust say whatever I command you.

8Don’t be afraid because of them, for I am with you to rescue you,” says
the LORD.

9Then the LORD stretched out his hand and touchedmymouth. Then the
LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put mywords in yourmouth.

10Behold, I have today set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to
uproot and to tear down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

11Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you
see?”
I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
12Then theLORDsaid tome, “Youhaveseenwell; for Iwatchovermyword

to perform it.”
13 The LORD’s word came to me the second time, saying, “What do you

see?”
I said, “I see a boiling cauldron; and it is tipping away from the north.”
14 Then the LORD said to me, “Out of the north, evil will break out on all

the inhabitants of the land.
15For behold, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says

the LORD.
“Theywill come, and theywill each set his throne at the entrance of the gates

of Jerusalem,
and against all its walls all around, and against all the cities of Judah.

16 I will utter my judgments against them concerning all their wickedness,
in that they have forsakenme,
and have burned incense to other gods,
and worshiped the works of their own hands.

17“You thereforeput yourbelt onyourwaist, arise, and say to themall that
I command you. Don’t be dismayed at them, lest I dismay you before them.
* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronouncedYahweh). † 1:6 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”

‡ 1:6 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as
an interjection.
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18 For behold, I have made you today a fortified city, an iron pillar, and
bronze walls against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, against its
princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land.

19 They will fight against you, but they will not prevail against you; for I
amwith you”, says the LORD, “to rescue you.”

2
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, ‘The LORD says,

“I remember for you the kindness of your youth,
your love as a bride,

how youwent after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness to the LORD,
the first fruits of his increase.

All who devour himwill be held guilty.
Evil will come on them,” ’ says the LORD.”

4Hear the LORD’sword, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house
of Israel!

5The LORD says,
“What unrighteousness have your fathers found inme,

that they have gone far fromme,
and have walked after worthless vanity,

and have becomeworthless?
6 They didn’t say, ‘Where is the LORD who brought us up out of the land of

Egypt,
who led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,
through a land of drought and of the shadow of death,
through a land that no one passed through,
and where noman lived?’

7 I brought you into a plentiful land
to eat its fruit and its goodness;

but when you entered, you defiledmy land,
andmademy heritage an abomination.

8The priests didn’t say, ‘Where is the LORD?’
and those who handle the law didn’t knowme.

The rulers also transgressed against me,
and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and followed things that do not profit.

9 “Therefore I will yet contend with you,” says the LORD,
“and I will contend with your children’s children.

10For pass over to the islands of Kittim, and see.
Send to Kedar, and consider diligently,
and see if there has been such a thing.

11Has a nation changed its gods,
which really are no gods?
But my people have changed their glory for that which doesn’t profit.

12 “Be astonished, you heavens, at this
and be horribly afraid.
Be very desolate,” says the LORD.
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13 “Formy people have committed two evils:
they have forsakenme, the spring of living waters,
and cut out cisterns for themselves: broken cisterns that can’t hold
water.

14 Is Israel a slave?
Is he born into slavery?
Why has he become a captive?

15The young lions have roared at him and raised their voices.
They havemade his land waste.
His cities are burned up, without inhabitant.
16The children also ofMemphis and Tahpanhes have broken the crown
of your head.

17 “Haven’t you brought this on yourself,
in that you have forsaken the LORD your God,* when he led you by the
way?

18Nowwhat do you gain by going to Egypt, to drink thewaters of the Shihor?
Orwhydoyougoon theway toAssyria, todrink thewatersof theRiver?†

19 “Your ownwickedness will correct you,
and your backsliding will rebuke you.

Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing,
that you have forsaken the LORD your God,
and that my fear is not in you,” says the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies.

20 “For long ago I broke off your yoke,
and burst your bonds.

You said, ‘I will not serve;’
for on every high hill and under every green tree you bowed yourself,
playing the prostitute.

21Yet I had planted you a noble vine,
a pure and faithful seed.
How then have you turned into the degenerate branches of a foreign
vine to me?

22For though youwash yourself with lye,
and usemuch soap,
yet your iniquity is marked before me,” says the Lord GOD.

23 “How can you say, ‘I am not defiled.
I have not gone after the Baals’?

See your way in the valley.
Knowwhat you have done.

You are a swift dromedary traversing her ways,
24a wild donkey used to the wilderness, that sniffs the wind in her craving.

When she is in heat, who can turn her away?
All those who seek her will not weary themselves. In her month, they
will find her.

25 “Keep your feet from being bare,
and your throat from thirst.

But you said, ‘It is in vain.
No, for I have loved strangers,

* 2:17 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 2:18 i.e., the Euphrates River
‡ 2:19 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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and I will go after them.’
26As the thief is ashamedwhen he is found,

so the house of Israel is ashamed—
they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets,

27who tell wood, ‘You aremy father,’
and a stone, ‘You have given birth to me,’

for they have turned their back to me,
and not their face,
but in the time of their trouble they will say, ‘Arise, and save us!’

28 “But where are your gods that you havemade for yourselves?
Let them arise, if they can save you in the time of your trouble,
for you have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah.

29 “Whywill you contend withme?
You all have transgressed against me,” says the LORD.

30 “I have struck your children in vain.
They received no correction.

Your own sword has devoured your prophets,
like a destroying lion.

31Generation, consider the LORD’s word.
Have I been a wilderness to Israel?
Or a land of thick darkness?

Why domy people say, ‘We have broken loose.
Wewill come to you nomore’?

32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
or a bride her attire?
Yet my people have forgottenme for days without number.

33Howwell you prepare your way to seek love!
Therefore you have even taught the wicked women your ways.

34Also the blood of the souls of the innocent poor is found in your skirts.
You didn’t find them breaking in,
but it is because of all these things.

35 “Yet you said, ‘I am innocent.
Surely his anger has turned away fromme.’

“Behold, I will judge you,
because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36Why do you go about so much to change your ways?
You will be ashamed of Egypt also,
as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37Youwill also leave that place with your hands on your head;
for the LORD has rejected those in whom you trust,
and you won’t prosper with them.

3
1 “They say, ‘If a man puts away his wife, and she goes from him, and

becomes another man’s, should he return to her again?’ Wouldn’t that land
be greatly polluted? But you have played the prostitute with many lovers;
yet return again to me,” says the LORD.

2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and see! Where have you not been
lain with? You have sat waiting for them by the road, as an Arabian in the
wilderness. Youhavepolluted the landwith yourprostitution andwith your
wickedness.



Jeremiah 3:3 989 Jeremiah 3:21

3 Therefore the showers have been withheld and there has been no
latter rain; yet you have had a prostitute’s forehead and you refused to be
ashamed.

4Will you not from this time cry tome, ‘MyFather, you are the guide ofmy
youth!’?

5 “ ‘Will he retain his anger forever? Will he keep it to the end?’ Behold,
you have spoken and have done evil things, and have had your way.”

6Moreover, the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king, “Have you
seen that which backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high
mountain and under every green tree, and has played the prostitute there.

7 I said after she had done all these things, ‘She will return to me;’ but she
didn’t return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

8 I saw when, for this very cause, that backsliding Israel had committed
adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce, yet
treacherous Judah, her sister, had no fear, but she also went and played the
prostitute.

9Because she took her prostitution lightly, the land was polluted, and she
committed adultery with stones and with wood.

10Yet for all this her treacherous sister, Judah, has not returned tomewith
her whole heart, but only in pretense,” says the LORD.

11 The LORD said to me, “Backsliding Israel has shown herself more
righteous than treacherous Judah.

12 Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, ‘Return, you
backsliding Israel,’ says the LORD; ‘I will not look in anger on you, for I am
merciful,’ says the LORD. ‘I will not keep anger forever.

13Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the
LORD your God, and have scattered your ways to the strangers under every
green tree, and you have not obeyedmy voice,’ ” says the LORD.

14 “Return, backsliding children,” says the LORD, “for I am a husband to
you. I will take one of you froma city, and two froma family, and Iwill bring
you to Zion.

15 I will give you shepherds according tomy heart, whowill feed youwith
knowledge and understanding.

16 It will come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in the land
in those days,” says the LORD, “theywill no longer say, ‘the ark of the LORD’s
covenant!’ It will not come to mind. They won’t remember it. They won’t
miss it, nor will another bemade.

17 At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The LORD’s Throne;’ and all the
nations will be gathered to it, to the LORD’s name, to Jerusalem. They will
no longer walk after the stubbornness of their evil heart.

18 In those days the house of Judah will walk with the house of Israel, and
theywill come together out of the land of the north to the land that I gave for
an inheritance to your fathers.

19 “But I said, ‘How I desire to put you among the children, and give you a
pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the armies of the nations!’ and I said, ‘You
shall call me “My Father”, and shall not turn away from followingme.’

20 “Surely as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, so you have
dealt treacherously withme, house of Israel,” says the LORD.

21 A voice is heard on the bare heights, the weeping and the petitions of
the children of Israel; because they have perverted their way, they have
forgotten the LORD their God.
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22Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your backsliding.
“Behold, we have come to you; for you are the LORD our God.
23Truly help from the hills, the tumult on the mountains, is in vain. Truly

the salvation of Israel is in the LORD our God.
24But the shameful thing has devoured the labor of our fathers from our

youth, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.
25Letus liedown inour shame, and let our confusioncoverus; forwehave

sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even
to this day. We have not obeyed the LORD our God’s voice.”

4
1 “If you will return, Israel,” says the LORD, “if you will return to me, and

if youwill put away your abominations out of my sight; then youwill not be
removed;

2 and you will swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in
righteousness. The nations will bless themselves in him, and they will glory
in him.”

3For the LORD says to themen of Judah and to Jerusalem, “Break up your
fallow ground, and don’t sow among thorns.

4Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your
heart, youmen of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go out
like fire, and burn so that no one can quench it, because of the evil of your
doings.

5Declare in Judah, andpublish in Jerusalem; and say, ‘Blow the trumpet in
the land!’ Cry aloud and say, ‘Assemble yourselves! Let’s go into the fortified
cities!’

6Set up a standard toward Zion. Flee for safety! Don’t wait; for Iwill bring
evil from the north, and a great destruction.”

7A lion has gone up from his thicket, and a destroyer of nations. He is on
his way. He has gone out from his place, to make your land desolate, that
your cities be laid waste, without inhabitant.

8 For this, clothe yourself with sackcloth, lament and wail; for the fierce
anger of the LORD hasn’t turned back from us.

9 “It will happen at that day,” says the LORD, “that the heart of the kingwill
perish, along with the heart of the princes. The priests will be astonished,
and the prophets will wonder.”

10Then I said, “Ah, LordGOD! Surely youhavegreatly deceived this people
and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace;’ whereas the sword reaches to
the heart.”

11At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind
blows from the bare heights in the wilderness toward the daughter of my
people, not to winnow, nor to cleanse.

12A fullwind from thesewill come forme. Now Iwill also utter judgments
against them.”

13 Behold, he will come up as clouds, and his chariots will be as the
whirlwind. His horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us! Forwe are ruined.

14 Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness, that you may be saved.
How long will your evil thoughts lodge within you?

15 For a voice declares from Dan, and publishes evil from the hills of
Ephraim:
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16 “Tell the nations, behold, publish against Jerusalem, ‘Watchers come
from a far country, and raise their voice against the cities of Judah.

17 As keepers of a field, they are against her all around, because she has
been rebellious against me,’ ” says the LORD.

18 “Your way and your doings have brought these things to you. This is
your wickedness, for it is bitter, for it reaches to your heart.”

19 My anguish, my anguish! I am pained at my very heart! My heart
trembles within me. I can’t hold my peace, because you have heard, O my
soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.

20Destruction on destruction is decreed, for the whole land is laid waste.
Suddenly my tents are destroyed, andmy curtains gone in amoment.

21How long will I see the standard and hear the sound of the trumpet?
22 “For my people are foolish. They don’t know me. They are foolish

children, and they have no understanding. They are skillful in doing evil,
but they don’t know how to do good.”

23 I saw the earth and, behold, it waswaste and void, and the heavens, and
they had no light.

24 I saw themountains, and behold, they trembled, and all the hillsmoved
back and forth.

25 I saw, andbehold, therewasnoman, andall thebirds of the skyhadfled.
26 I saw, and behold, the fruitful field was a wilderness, and all its cities

were broken down at the presence of the LORD, before his fierce anger.
27 For the LORD says, “The whole land will be a desolation; yet I will not

make a full end.
28For this the earthwillmourn, and the heavens above be black, because I

have spoken it. I have planned it, and I have not repented, neitherwill I turn
back from it.”

29Every city flees for the noise of the horsemen and archers. They go into
the thickets and climb up on the rocks. Every city is forsaken, and not aman
dwells therein.

30You, when you aremade desolate, what will you do? Though you clothe
yourself with scarlet, though you deck yourself with ornaments of gold,
though you enlarge your eyes with makeup, youmake yourself beautiful in
vain. Your lovers despise you. They seek your life.

31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, the anguish as of her
whogives birth toherfirst child, the voice of thedaughter of Zion,whogasps
for breath, who spreads her hands, saying, “Woe is me now! For my soul
faints before themurderers.”

5
1 “Run back and forth through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and

know, and seek in its wide places, if you can find a man, if there is anyone
who does justly, who seeks truth, then I will pardon her.

2Though they say, ‘As the LORD lives,’ surely they swear falsely.”
3 O LORD, don’t your eyes look on truth? You have stricken them, but

they were not grieved. You have consumed them, but they have refused to
receive correction. They have made their faces harder than a rock. They
have refused to return.

4Then I said, “Surely these are poor. They are foolish; for they don’t know
the LORD’s way, nor the law of their God.
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5 Iwill go to the greatmenandwill speak to them, for they know thewayof
the LORD, and the law of their God.” But these with one accord have broken
the yoke, and burst the bonds.

6 Therefore a lion out of the forest will kill them. A wolf of the evenings
will destroy them. A leopard will watch against their cities. Everyone who
goes out there will be torn in pieces, because their transgressions are many
and their backsliding has increased.

7 “How can I pardon you? Your children have forsakenme, and sworn by
what are no gods. When I had fed them to the full, they committed adultery,
and assembled themselves in troops at the prostitutes’ houses.

8 They were as fed horses roaming at large. Everyone neighed after his
neighbor’s wife.

9Shouldn’t I punish them for these things?” says the LORD. “Shouldn’t my
soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

10 “Go up on her walls, and destroy, but don’t make a full end. Take away
her branches, for they are not the LORD’s.

11For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacher-
ously against me,” says the LORD.

12 They have denied the LORD, and said, “It is not he. Evil won’t come on
us. Wewon’t see sword or famine.

13Theprophetswill becomewind, and theword is not in them. Thus itwill
be done to them.”

14 Therefore the LORD, the God of Armies says, “Because you speak this
word, behold, I will make my words in your mouth fire, and this people
wood, and it will devour them.

15 Behold, I will bring a nation on you from far away, house of Israel,”
says the LORD. “It is a mighty nation. It is an ancient nation, a nation whose
language you don’t know and don’t understand what they say.

16Their quiver is an open tomb. They are all mighty men.
17Theywill eat up yourharvest andyourbread,which your sons andyour

daughters should eat. Theywill eat up your flocks and your herds. Theywill
eat up your vines andyourfig trees. Theywill beat downyour fortified cities
in which you trust with the sword.

18 “But even in those days,” says the LORD, “I will not make a full end of
you.

19 It will happenwhen you say, ‘Why has the LORD our God done all these
things to us?’ Then you shall say to them, ‘Just as you have forsakenme and
served foreign gods in your land, so youwill serve strangers in a land that is
not yours.’

20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying,
21 ‘Hear this now, foolish people without understanding, who have eyes,

and don’t see, who have ears, and don’t hear:
22Don’t you fear me?’ says the LORD; ‘Won’t you tremble at my presence,

who have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree,
that it can’t pass it? Though its waves toss themselves, yet they can’t prevail.
Though they roar, they still can’t pass over it.’

23 “But this people has a revolting and a rebellious heart. They have
revolted and gone.

24 They don’t say in their heart, ‘Let’s now fear the LORD our God, who
gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season, who preserves to us
the appointed weeks of the harvest.’
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25 “Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have
withheld good from you.

26Forwickedmen are found amongmy people. Theywatch, as fowlers lie
in wait. They set a trap. They catchmen.

27As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit. Therefore they
have become great, and grew rich.

28Theyhave grown fat. They shine; yes, they excel in deeds ofwickedness.
They don’t plead the cause, the cause of the fatherless, that they may
prosper; and they don’t defend the rights of the needy.

29 “Shouldn’t I punish for these things?” says the LORD. “Shouldn’tmy soul
be avenged on such a nation as this?

30 “An astonishing and horrible thing has happened in the land.
31The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own author-

ity; andmy people love to have it so. What will you do in the end of it?

6
1“Flee for safety, you childrenofBenjamin, out of themiddle of Jerusalem!

Blow the trumpet in Tekoa and raise up a signal on BethHaccherem, for evil
looks out from the north with a great destruction.

2 I will cut off the beautiful and delicate one, the daughter of Zion.
3 Shepherds with their flocks will come to her. They will pitch their tents

against her all around. They will feed everyone in his place.”
4 “Prepare war against her! Arise! Let’s go up at noon. Woe to us! For the

day declines, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out.
5Arise! Let’s go up by night, and let’s destroy her palaces.”
6 For the LORD of Armies said, “Cut down trees, and cast up a mound

against Jerusalem. This is the city to be visited. She is filled with oppression
within herself.

7As a well produces its waters, so she produces her wickedness. Violence
and destruction is heard in her. Sickness andwounds are continually before
me.

8Be instructed, Jerusalem, lest my soul be alienated from you, lest I make
you a desolation, an uninhabited land.”

9 The LORD of Armies says, “They will thoroughly glean the remnant of
Israel like avine. Turnagainyourhandas a grapegatherer into thebaskets.”

10 To whom should I speak and testify, that they may hear? Behold, their
ear is uncircumcised, and they can’t listen. Behold, the LORD’s word has
become a reproach to them. They have no delight in it.

11Therefore I am full of the LORD’s wrath. I amweary with holding it in.
“Pour it out on the children in the street,

and on the assembly of youngmen together;
for even the husbandwith the wife will be taken,

the aged with himwho is full of days.
12Their houses will be turned to others,

their fields and their wives together;
for I will stretch outmy hand on the inhabitants of the land, says the LORD.”
13 “For from their least even to their greatest, everyone is given to covetous-

ness.
From the prophet even to the priest, everyone deals falsely.

14They have healed also the hurt of my people superficially,
saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is no peace.
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15Were they ashamedwhen they had committed abomination?
No, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who fall.
When I visit them, they will be cast down,” says the LORD.

16 The LORD says, “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths,
‘Where is the goodway?’ andwalk in it, and youwill find rest for your souls.
But they said, ‘Wewill not walk in it.’

17 I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’
But they said, ‘Wewill not listen!’

18 Therefore hear, you nations, and know, congregation, what is among
them.

19 Hear, earth! Behold, I will bring evil on this people, even the fruit of
their thoughts, because they have not listened to my words; and as for my
law, they have rejected it.

20 To what purpose does frankincense from Sheba come to me, and the
sweet cane froma far country? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, and
your sacrifices are not pleasing to me.”

21Therefore theLORDsays, “Behold, Iwill lay stumblingblocks before this
people. The fathers and the sons together will stumble against them. The
neighbor and his friend will perish.”

22TheLORD says, “Behold, a people comes from thenorth country. A great
nation will be stirred up from the uttermost parts of the earth.

23 They take hold of bow and spear. They are cruel, and have no mercy.
Their voice roars like the sea, and they ride on horses, everyone set in array,
as a man to the battle, against you, daughter of Zion.”

24We have heard its report. Our hands become feeble. Anguish has taken
hold of us, and pains as of a woman in labor.

25Don’t go out into thefield orwalk by theway; for the sword of the enemy
and terror are on every side.

26 Daughter of my people, clothe yourself with sackcloth, and wallow in
ashes! Mourn, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation, for the destroyer
will suddenly come on us.

27“I havemadeyoua tester ofmetals anda fortress amongmypeople, that
youmay know and try their way.

28 They are all grievous rebels, going around to slander. They are bronze
and iron. All of them deal corruptly.

29The bellows blowfiercely. The lead is consumed in the fire. In vain they
go on refining, for the wicked are not plucked away.

30Menwill call them rejected silver, because the LORDhas rejected them.”

7
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2“Stand in the gate of theLORD’s house, andproclaim thisword there, and

say, ‘Hear the LORD’s word, all you of Judah, who enter in at these gates to
worship the LORD.’ ”

3The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says, “Amend your ways and your
doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

4Don’t trust in lyingwords, saying, ‘TheLORD’s temple, theLORD’s temple,
the LORD’s temple, are these.’
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5 For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thor-
oughly execute justice between aman and his neighbor;

6 if you don’t oppress the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, and
don’t shed innocent blood in this place, and don’t walk after other gods to
your own hurt,

7 then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your
fathers, from of old even forever more.

8Behold, you trust in lying words that can’t profit.
9Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to

Baal, and walk after other gods that you have not known,
10 then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my

name, and say, ‘We are delivered,’ that youmay do all these abominations?
11Has this house, which is called bymy name, become a den of robbers in

your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it,” says the LORD.
12 “But go now to my place which was in Shiloh, where I caused my name

to dwell at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people
Israel.

13 Now, because you have done all these works,” says the LORD, “and I
spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you didn’t hear; and I called
you, but you didn’t answer;

14 therefore I will do to the house which is called by my name, in which
you trust, and to the placewhich I gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to
Shiloh.

15 I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brothers, even
the whole offspring* of Ephraim.

16 “Therefore don’t pray for this people. Don’t lift up a cry or prayer for
them ormake intercession to me; for I will not hear you.

17 Don’t you see what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem?

18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead the dough, to make cakes to the queen of the sky, and to pour
out drink offerings to other gods, that theymay provokeme to anger.

19 Do they provoke me to anger?” says the LORD. “Don’t they provoke
themselves, to the confusion of their own faces?”

20Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Behold, my anger and my wrath will be
poured out on this place, onman, on animal, on the trees of the field, and on
the fruit of the ground; and it will burn andwill not be quenched.”

21 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says: “Add your burnt offerings
to your sacrifices and eat meat.

22 For I didn’t speak to your fathers or command them in the day that
I brought them out of the land of Egypt concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifices;

23but this thing I commanded them, saying, ‘Listen to my voice, and I will
be yourGod, andyou shall bemypeople. Walk in all theway that I command
you, that it may be well with you.’

24But they didn’t listen or turn their ear, but walked in their own counsels
and in the stubbornness of their evil heart, and went backward, and not
forward.

* 7:15 or, seed
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25Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day,
I have sent to you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and
sending them.

26Yet they didn’t listen tome or incline their ear, butmade their neck stiff.
They did worse than their fathers.

27 “You shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you.
You shall also call to them, but they will not answer you.

28You shall tell them, ‘This is the nation that has not listened to the LORD
their God’s voice, nor received instruction. Truth has perished, and is cut off
from their mouth.’

29 Cut off your hair, and throw it away, and take up a lamentation on the
bare heights; for the LORD has rejected and forsaken the generation of his
wrath.

30 “For the children of Judah have done thatwhich is evil inmy sight,” says
the LORD. “They have set their abominations in the housewhich is called by
my name, to defile it.

31They have built the high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I
didn’t command, nor did it come into mymind.

32 Therefore behold, the days come”, says the LORD, “that it will no more
be called ‘Topheth’ or ‘The valley of the son of Hinnom’, but ‘The valley of
Slaughter’; for they will bury in Topheth until there is no place to bury.

33 The dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the sky, and
for the animals of the earth. No one will frighten them away.

34 Then I will cause to cease from the cities of Judah and from the streets
of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for the land will become a waste.”

8
1 “At that time,” says the LORD, “they will bring the bones of the kings of

Judah, the bones of his princes, the bones of the priests, the bones of the
prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves.

2They will spread them before the sun, the moon, and all the army of the
sky, which they have loved, which they have served, after which they have
walked, which they have sought, andwhich they haveworshiped. Theywill
not be gathered or be buried. They will be like dung on the surface of the
earth.

3Deathwill be chosen rather than life by all the residue that remain of this
evil family, that remain in all the places where I have driven them,” says the
LORD of Armies.

4 “Moreover you shall tell them, ‘The LORD says:
“ ‘Domen fall, and not rise up again?

Does one turn away, and not return?
5Why thenhave the people of Jerusalem fallen backby aperpetual backslid-

ing?
They cling to deceit.
They refuse to return.

6 I listened and heard, but they didn’t say what is right.
No one repents of his wickedness, saying, “What have I done?”

Everyone turns to his course,
as a horse that rushes headlong in the battle.
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7Yes, the stork in the sky knows her appointed times.
The turtledove, the swallow, and the crane observe the time of their
coming;

but my people don’t know the LORD’s law.
8 “ ‘How do you say, “We are wise, and the LORD’s law is with us”?

But, behold, the false pen of the scribes has made that a lie.
9The wise men are disappointed.

They are dismayed and trapped.
Behold, they have rejected the LORD’s word.

What kind of wisdom is in them?
10Therefore I will give their wives to others

and their fields to those whowill possess them.
For everyone from the least even to the greatest is given to covetousness;

from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely.
11They have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying,

“Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.
12Were they ashamedwhen they had committed abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed.
They couldn’t blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who fall.
In the time of their visitation they will be cast down, says the LORD.

13 “ ‘I will utterly consume them, says the LORD.
No grapes will be on the vine,
no figs on the fig tree,
and the leaf will fade.

The things that I have given them
will pass away from them.’ ”

14 “Why dowe sit still?
Assemble yourselves!
Let’s enter into the fortified cities,
and let’s be silent there;

for the LORD our God has put us to silence,
and given us poisoned water to drink,
because we have sinned against the LORD.

15We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold, dismay!

16The snorting of his horses is heard from Dan.
Thewhole land trembles at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones;

for they have come, and have devoured the land and all that is in it,
the city and those who dwell therein.”

17 “For, behold, I will send serpents,
adders among you,
which will not be charmed;
and they will bite you,” says the LORD.

18Oh that I could comfort myself against sorrow!
My heart is faint withinme.

19Behold, the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people from a land that
is very far off:
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“Isn’t the LORD in Zion?
Isn’t her King in her?”

“Why have they provokedme to anger with their engraved images,
and with foreign idols?”

20 “The harvest is past.
The summer has ended,
and we are not saved.”

21For the hurt of the daughter of my people, I am hurt.
I mourn.
Dismay has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then isn’t the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

9
1Oh that my head were waters,

andmy eyes a spring of tears,
that I might weep day and night

for the slain of the daughter of my people!
2Oh that I had in the wilderness

a lodging place of wayfaringmen,
that I might leavemy people

and go from them!
For they are all adulterers,

an assembly of treacherous men.
3 “They bend their tongue,

as their bow, for falsehood.
They have grown strong in the land,

but not for truth;
for they proceed from evil to evil,

and they don’t knowme,” says the LORD.
4 “Everyone beware of his neighbor,

and don’t trust in any brother;
for every brother will utterly supplant,

and every neighbor will go around like a slanderer.
5Friends deceive each other,

and will not speak the truth.
They have taught their tongue to speak lies.

They weary themselves committing iniquity.
6Your habitation is in themiddle of deceit.

Through deceit, they refuse to knowme,” says the LORD.
7Therefore the LORD of Armies says,

“Behold, I will melt them and test them;
for how should I deal with the daughter of my people?

8Their tongue is a deadly arrow.
It speaks deceit.

One speaks peaceably to his neighbor with his mouth,
but in his heart, he waits to ambush him.

9 Shouldn’t I punish them for these things?” says the LORD.
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“Shouldn’t my soul be avenged on a nation such as this?
10 I will weep andwail for themountains,

and lament for the pastures of the wilderness,
because they are burned up, so that no one passes through;

Men can’t hear the voice of the livestock.
Both the birds of the sky and the animals have fled.

They are gone.

11 “I will make Jerusalem heaps,
a dwelling place of jackals.

I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,
without inhabitant.”

12Who is wise enough to understand this? Who is he to whom the mouth
of the LORD has spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land perished
and burned up like a wilderness, so that no one passes through?

13The LORD says, “Because they have forsakenmy lawwhich I set before
them, and have not obeyedmy voice or walked inmyways,

14but havewalked after the stubbornness of their ownheart and after the
Baals, which their fathers taught them.”

15 Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says, “Behold, I will
feed them, even this people, withwormwood and give thempoisonedwater
to drink.

16 I will scatter them also among the nations, whomneither they nor their
fathers have known. Iwill send the sword after them, until I have consumed
them.”

17The LORD of Armies says,
“Consider, and call for themourning women, that theymay come.

Send for the skillful women, that theymay come.
18Let themmake haste

and take up a wailing for us,
that our eyes may run downwith tears

and our eyelids gush out with waters.
19For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion,

‘Howwe are ruined!
We are greatly confounded

because we have forsaken the land,
because they have cast down our dwellings.’ ”

20Yet hear the LORD’s word, you women.
Let your ear receive the word of his mouth.

Teach your daughters wailing.
Everyone teach her neighbor a lamentation.

21For death has come up into our windows.
It has entered into our palaces

to cut off the children from outside,
and the youngmen from the streets.

22 Speak, “The LORD says,
“ ‘The dead bodies of menwill fall as dung on the open field,

and as the handful after the harvester.
No one will gather them.’ ”

23The LORD says,
“Don’t let the wise man glory in his wisdom.
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Don’t let the mighty man glory in his might.
Don’t let the richman glory in his riches.

24But let himwho glories glory in this,
that he has understanding, and knowsme,

that I amtheLORDwhoexercises lovingkindness, justice, andrighteousness
in the earth,

for I delight in these things,” says the LORD.
25 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that Iwill punish all thosewho

are circumcised only in their flesh:
26Egypt, Judah, Edom, the childrenofAmmon,Moab, andallwhohave the

corners of their hair cut off, who dwell in the wilderness, for all the nations
are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.”

10
1Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, house of Israel!
2The LORD says,

“Don’t learn the way of the nations,
and don’t be dismayed at the signs of the sky;
for the nations are dismayed at them.

3For the customs of the peoples are vanity;
for one cuts a tree out of the forest,
the work of the hands of the workmanwith the ax.

4They deck it with silver and with gold.
They fasten it with nails and with hammers,
so that it can’t move.

5They are like a palm tree, of turned work,
and don’t speak.

Theymust be carried,
because they can’t move.

Don’t be afraid of them;
for they can’t do evil,
neither is it in them to do good.”

6There is no one like you, LORD.
You are great,
and your name is great in might.

7Who shouldn’t fear you,
King of the nations?
For it belongs to you.

Because among all the wise men of the nations,
and in all their royal estate,
there is no one like you.

8But they are together brutish and foolish,
instructed by idols!
It is just wood.

9There is silver beaten into plates, which is brought from Tarshish,
and gold from Uphaz,
the work of the engraver and of the hands of the goldsmith.

Their clothing is blue and purple.
They are all the work of skillful men.

10But the LORD is the true God.
He is the living God,
and an everlasting King.
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At his wrath, the earth trembles.
The nations aren’t able to withstand his indignation.

11 “You shall say this to them: ‘The gods that have not made the heavens
and the earth will perish from the earth, and from under the heavens.’ ”
12God hasmade the earth by his power.

He has established the world by his wisdom,
and by his understanding has he stretched out the heavens.

13When he utters his voice,
the waters in the heavens roar,
and he causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his treasuries.

14Everyman has become brutish and without knowledge.
Every goldsmith is disappointed by his engraved image;

for his molten image is falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

15They are vanity, a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation they will perish.

16The portion of Jacob is not like these;
for he is themaker of all things;

and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

17Gather up your wares out of the land,
you who live under siege.

18For the LORD says,
“Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this time,
and will distress them, that theymay feel it.”

19Woe is me because of my injury!
Mywound is serious;

but I said,
“Truly this is my grief, and I must bear it.”

20My tent has been destroyed,
and all my cords are broken.

My children have gone away fromme, and they are nomore.
There is no one to spreadmy tent anymore,
to set upmy curtains.

21For the shepherds have become brutish,
and have not inquired of the LORD.

Therefore they have not prospered,
and all their flocks have scattered.

22The voice of news, behold, it comes,
and a great commotion out of the north country,

to make the cities of Judah a desolation,
a dwelling place of jackals.

23LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself.
It is not in manwhowalks to direct his steps.

24LORD, correct me, but gently;
not in your anger,
lest you reduceme to nothing.

25Pour out your wrath on the nations that don’t know you,
and on the families that don’t call on your name;
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for they have devoured Jacob.
Yes, they have devoured him, consumed him,
and have laid waste his habitation.

11
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah, and to

the inhabitants of Jerusalem;
3and say to them, the LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Cursed is themanwho

doesn’t hear the words of this covenant,
4which I commandedyour fathers in theday that I brought themoutof the

land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace,’ saying, ‘Obey my voice and do them,
according to all which I command you; so you shall be my people, and I will
be your God;

5 that I may establish the oath which I swore to your fathers, to give them
a land flowing withmilk and honey,’ as it is today.”
Then I answered, and said, “Amen, LORD.”
6The LORD said tome, “Proclaimall thesewords in the cities of Judah, and

in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the words of this covenant, and do
them.

7For I earnestly protested to your fathers in theday that I brought themup
out of the land of Egypt, even to this day, rising early and protesting, saying,
“Obeymy voice.”

8 Yet they didn’t obey, nor turn their ear, but everyone walked in the
stubbornness of their evil heart. Therefore I brought on them all the words
of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they didn’t do them.’ ”

9 The LORD said to me, “A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah,
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10Theyhave turnedback to the iniquities of their forefathers,who refused
to hearmywords. They have gone after other gods to serve them. The house
of Israel and thehouseof Judahhavebrokenmycovenantwhich Imadewith
their fathers.

11 Therefore the LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring evil on them which they
will not beable to escape; and theywill cry tome, but Iwill not listen to them.

12Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalemwill go and cry
to the gods to which they offer incense, but they will not save them at all in
the time of their trouble.

13 For according to the number of your cities are your gods, Judah; and
according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem you have set up altars to
the shameful thing, even altars to burn incense to Baal.’

14 “Therefore don’t pray for this people. Don’t lift up cry or prayer for
them; for Iwill not hear them in the time that they cry tomebecause of their
trouble.
15What has my beloved to do inmy house,

since she has behaved lewdly withmany,
and the holy flesh has passed from you?

When you do evil,
then you rejoice.”

16The LORD called your name, “A green olive tree,
beautiful with goodly fruit.”
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With the noise of a great roar he has kindled fire on it,
and its branches are broken.

17 For the LORD of Armies, who planted you, has pronounced evil against
you, because of the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah,
which they have done to themselves in provoking me to anger by offering
incense to Baal.

18The LORD gaveme knowledge of it, and I knew it. Then you showedme
their doings.

19But Iwas like a gentle lamb that is led to the slaughter. I didn’t know that
they had devised plans against me, saying,
“Let’s destroy the tree with its fruit,

and let’s cut him off from the land of the living,
that his namemay be nomore remembered.”

20But, LORD of Armies, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and themind,

I will see your vengeance on them;
for to you I have revealedmy cause.

21 “Therefore the LORD says concerning the men of Anathoth, who seek
your life, saying, ‘You shall not prophesy in the LORD’s name, that you not
die by our hand’—

22 therefore the LORD of Armies says, ‘Behold, I will punish them. The
young men will die by the sword. Their sons and their daughters will die
by famine.

23 There will be no remnant to them, for I will bring evil on the men of
Anathoth, even the year of their visitation.’ ”

12
1You are righteous, LORD,

when I contend with you;
yet I would like to plead a case with you.

Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why are they all at ease who deal very treacherously?

2You have planted them. Yes, they have taken root.
They grow. Yes, they produce fruit.

You are near in their mouth,
and far from their heart.

3But you, LORD, knowme.
You seeme, and test my heart toward you.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
and prepare them for the day of slaughter.

4How long will the landmourn,
and the herbs of the whole country wither?

Because of the wickedness of those who dwell therein,
the animals and birds are consumed;

because they said,
“Hewon’t see our latter end.”

5 “If you have runwith the footmen,
and they have wearied you,
then how can you contend with horses?

Though in a land of peace you are secure,
yet howwill you do in the pride of the Jordan?

6For even your brothers, and the house of your father,
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even they have dealt treacherously with you!
Even they have cried aloud after you!

Don’t believe them,
though they speak beautiful words to you.

7 “I have forsakenmy house.
I have cast offmy heritage.
I have given the dearly beloved ofmy soul into the hand of her enemies.

8My heritage has become tome as a lion in the forest.
She has uttered her voice against me.
Therefore I have hated her.

9 Is my heritage to me as a speckled bird of prey?
Are the birds of prey against her all around?

Go, assemble all the animals of the field.
Bring them to devour.

10Many shepherds have destroyedmy vineyard.
They have troddenmy portion under foot.
They havemademy pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.

11They havemade it a desolation.
It mourns to me, being desolate.

The whole land is made desolate,
because no one cares.

12Destroyers have come on all the bare heights in the wilderness;
for the sword of the LORD devours from the one end of the land even to
the other end of the land.

No flesh has peace.
13They have sownwheat,

and have reaped thorns.
They have exhausted themselves,

and profit nothing.
You will be ashamed of your fruits,

because of the LORD’s fierce anger.”
14 The LORD says, “Concerning all my evil neighbors, who touch the

inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to inherit: Behold, I will
pluck themup fromoff their land, andwill pluck up the house of Judah from
among them.

15 It will happen that after I have plucked them up, I will return and have
compassion on them. Iwill bring themagain, everyman to his heritage, and
everyman to his land.

16 It will happen, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to
swear by my name, ‘As the LORD lives;’ even as they taught my people to
swear by Baal, then they will be built up in themiddle of my people.

17But if theywill not hear, then Iwill pluckup that nation, pluckingup and
destroying it,” says the LORD.

13
1 The LORD said to me, “Go, and buy yourself a linen belt, and put it on

your waist, and don’t put it in water.”
2 So I bought a belt according to the LORD’s word, and put it onmywaist.
3The LORD’s word came tome the second time, saying,
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4 “Take the belt that you have bought, which is on yourwaist, and arise, go
to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a cleft of the rock.”

5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD commandedme.
6After many days, the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to the Euphrates, and

take the belt from there, which I commanded you to hide there.”
7 Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug, and took the belt from the place

where I had hidden it; and behold, the belt was ruined. It was profitable for
nothing.

8Then the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
9 “The LORD says, ‘In this way I will ruin the pride of Judah, and the great

pride of Jerusalem.
10 This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who walk in the

stubbornness of their heart, and have gone after other gods to serve them
and toworship them,will evenbeas thisbelt,which isprofitable fornothing.

11 For as the belt clings to the waist of a man, so I have caused the whole
house of Israel and the whole house of Judah to cling to me,’ says the LORD;
‘that theymaybe tome for a people, for a name, for praise, and for glory; but
they would not hear.’

12 “Therefore you shall speak to them this word: ‘The LORD, the God of
Israel says, “Every container should be filledwithwine.” ’ Theywill tell you,
‘Dowe not certainly know that every container should be filled with wine?’

13Then tell them, ‘The LORD says, “Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of
this land, even the kingswho sit on David’s throne, the priests, the prophets,
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness.

14 I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons
together,” says the LORD: “I will not pity, spare, or have compassion, that
I should not destroy them.” ’ ”
15Hear, and give ear.

Don’t be proud,
for the LORD has spoken.

16Give glory to the LORD your God,
before he causes darkness,
and before your feet stumble on the darkmountains,

and while you look for light,
he turns it into the shadow of death,
andmakes it deep darkness.

17But if you will not hear it,
my soul will weep in secret for your pride.

My eye will weep bitterly,
and run downwith tears,
because the LORD’s flock has been taken captive.

18 Say to the king and to the queenmother,
“Humble yourselves.

Sit down, for your crowns have come down,
even the crown of your glory.

19The cities of the South are shut up,
and there is no one to open them.

Judah is carried away captive: all of them.
They are wholly carried away captive.

20Lift up your eyes,
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and see those who come from the north.
Where is the flock that was given to you,

your beautiful flock?
21What will you say when he sets over you as head those whom you have

yourself taught to be friends to you?
Won’t sorrows take hold of you, as of a woman in travail?

22 If you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come onme?”

Your skirts are uncovered because of the greatness of your iniquity,
and your heels suffer violence.

23Can the Ethiopian change his skin,
or the leopard his spots?

Thenmay you also do good,
who are accustomed to do evil.

24 “Therefore I will scatter them
as the stubble that passes away
by the wind of the wilderness.

25This is your lot,
the portionmeasured to you fromme,” says the LORD,

“because you have forgottenme,
and trusted in falsehood.”

26Therefore I will also uncover your skirts on your face,
and your shamewill appear.

27 I have seen your abominations, even your adulteries
and your neighing, the lewdness of your prostitution,
on the hills in the field.

Woe to you, Jerusalem!
You will not bemade clean.
How long will it yet be?”

14
1This is the LORD’s word that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought:

2 “Judahmourns,
and its gates languish.

They sit in black on the ground.
The cry of Jerusalem goes up.

3Their nobles send their little ones to the waters.
They come to the cisterns,
and find nowater.

They return with their vessels empty.
They are disappointed and confounded,
and cover their heads.

4Because of the groundwhich is cracked,
because no rain has been in the land,

the plowmen are disappointed.
They cover their heads.

5Yes, the doe in the field also calves and forsakes her young,
because there is no grass.

6The wild donkeys stand on the bare heights.
They pant for air like jackals.
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Their eyes fail,
because there is no vegetation.

7Though our iniquities testify against us,
work for your name’s sake, LORD;

for our rebellions are many.
We have sinned against you.

8You hope of Israel,
its Savior in the time of trouble,

why should you be as a foreigner in the land,
and as a wayfaringmanwho turns aside to stay for a night?

9Why should you be like a scaredman,
as a mighty manwho can’t save?

Yet you, LORD, are in themiddle of us,
and we are called by your name.
Don’t leave us.

10The LORD says to this people:
“Even so they have loved to wander.

They have not restrained their feet.
Therefore the LORD does not accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish them for their sins.”

11The LORD said to me, “Don’t pray for this people for their good.
12 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt

offering and meal offering, I will not accept them; but I will consume them
by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.”

13Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets tell them, ‘Youwill not
see the sword, neitherwill youhave famine; but Iwill giveyouassuredpeace
in this place.’ ”

14 Then the LORD said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in my name.
I didn’t send them. I didn’t command them. I didn’t speak to them. They
prophesy to you a lying vision, divination, and a thing of nothing, and the
deceit of their own heart.

15Therefore the LORD says concerning the prophets who prophesy in my
name, but I didn’t send them, yet they say, ‘Sword and famine will not be in
this land.’ Those prophets will be consumed by sword and famine.

16 The people to whom they prophesy will be cast out in the streets of
Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword. They will have no one to
bury them—them, their wives, their sons, or their daughters, for I will pour
their wickedness on them.

17 “You shall say this word to them:
“ ‘Let my eyes run downwith tears night and day,

and let them not cease;
for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach,

with a very grievous wound.
18 If I go out into the field,

then behold, the slain with the sword!
If I enter into the city,

then behold, those who are sick with famine!
For both the prophet and the priest go about in the land,

and have no knowledge.’ ”
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19Have you utterly rejected Judah?
Has your soul loathed Zion?

Why have you struck us, and there is no healing for us?
We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold, dismay!

20We acknowledge, LORD, our wickedness,
and the iniquity of our fathers;
for we have sinned against you.

21Do not abhor us, for your name’s sake.
Do not disgrace the throne of your glory.
Remember, and don’t break your covenant with us.

22Are there any among the vanities of the nations that can cause rain?
Or can the sky give showers?
Aren’t you he, the LORD our God?

Therefore wewill wait for you;
for you havemade all these things.

15
1Then the LORD said to me, “ThoughMoses and Samuel stood before me,

yet my mind would not turn toward this people. Cast them out of my sight,
and let them go out!

2 Itwill happenwhen they ask you, ‘Where shallwe go out?’ then you shall
tell them, ‘The LORD says:
“Such as are for death, to death;
such as are for the sword, to the sword;
such as are for the famine, to the famine;
and such as are for captivity, to captivity.” ’

3 “I will appoint over them four kinds,” says the LORD: “the sword to kill,
the dogs to tear, the birds of the sky, and the animals of the earth, to devour
and to destroy.

4 I will cause them to be tossed back and forth among all the kingdoms of
the earth, because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for that
which he did in Jerusalem.
5For whowill have pity on you, Jerusalem?

Whowill mourn you?
Whowill come to ask of your welfare?

6You have rejectedme,” says the LORD.
“You have gone backward.

Therefore I have stretched out my hand against you
and destroyed you.
I amweary of showing compassion.

7 I have winnowed themwith a fan in the gates of the land.
I have bereaved them of children.

I have destroyedmy people.
They didn’t return from their ways.

8Their widows are increasedmore than the sand of the seas.
I havebrought on themagainst themotherof theyoungmenadestroyer
at noonday.

I have caused anguish and terrors to fall on her suddenly.
9 She who has borne seven languishes.

She has given up the spirit.
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Her sun has gone downwhile it was yet day.
She has been disappointed and confounded.
I will deliver their residue to the sword before their enemies,” says the
LORD.

10Woe is me, mymother, that you have borneme, a man of strife,
and aman of contention to the whole earth!

I have not lent, neither havemen lent to me;
yet every one of them curses me.

11The LORD said,
“Most certainly I will strengthen you for good.

Most certainly I will cause the enemy tomake supplication to you in the
time of evil

and in the time of affliction.
12Can one break iron,

even iron from the north, and bronze?
13 I will give your substance and your treasures for a plunder without price,

and that for all your sins,
even in all your borders.

14 I will make them to pass with your enemies into a land which you don’t
know;

for a fire is kindled inmy anger,
which will burn on you.”

15LORD, you know.
Rememberme, visit me,
and avengeme of my persecutors.

You are patient, so don’t takeme away.
Know that for your sake I have suffered reproach.

16Your words were found,
and I ate them.

Your words were to me a joy and the rejoicing of my heart,
for I am called by your name, LORD, God of Armies.

17 I didn’t sit in the assembly of those whomakemerry and rejoice.
I sat alone because of your hand,
for you have filledmewith indignation.

18Why is my pain perpetual,
andmywound incurable,
which refuses to be healed?

Will you indeed be to me as a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?

19Therefore the LORD says,
“If you return, then I will bring you again,

that youmay stand before me;
and if you take out the precious from the vile,

you will be as mymouth.
They will return to you,

but you will not return to them.
20 I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall.

They will fight against you,
but they will not prevail against you;

for I amwith you to save you
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and to deliver you,” says the LORD.
21 “I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,

and I will redeem you out of the hand of the terrible.”

16
1Then the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “You shall not take a wife, neither shall you have sons or daughters, in

this place.”
3 For the LORD says concerning the sons and concerning the daughters

who are born in this place, and concerning their mothers who bore them,
and concerning their fathers who became their father in this land:

4 “They will die grievous deaths. They will not be lamented, neither will
they be buried. They will be as dung on the surface of the ground. They will
be consumedby the sword andby famine. Their deadbodieswill be food for
the birds of the sky and for the animals of the earth.”

5 For the LORD says, “Don’t enter into the house of mourning. Don’t go
to lament. Don’t bemoan them, for I have taken away my peace from this
people,” says the LORD, “even loving kindness and tender mercies.

6Both great and small will die in this land. They will not be buried. Men
won’t lament for them, cut themselves, or make themselves bald for them.

7Men won’t break bread for them in mourning, to comfort them for the
dead. Men won’t give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father
or for their mother.

8 “You shall not go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and to
drink.”

9 For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says: “Behold, I will cause to
cease out of this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the
bride.

10 It will happen, when you tell this people all these words, and they ask
you, ‘Why has the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us?’ or ‘What
is our iniquity?’ or ‘What is our sin thatwehavecommittedagainst theLORD
our God?’

11 then you shall tell them, ‘Because your fathers have forsaken me,’
says the LORD, ‘and have walked after other gods, have served them, have
worshiped them, have forsakenme, and have not kept my law.

12 You have done evil more than your fathers, for behold, you each walk
after the stubbornness of his evil heart, so that you don’t listen to me.

13Therefore I will cast you out of this land into the land that you have not
known, neither you nor your fathers. There you will serve other gods day
and night, for I will show you no favor.’

14 “Therefore behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that it will no more
be said, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up the children of Israel out of the
land of Egypt;’

15 but, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up the children of Israel from the
land of the north, and from all the countries where he had driven them.’ I
will bring them again into their land that I gave to their fathers.

16 “Behold, I will send for many fishermen,” says the LORD, “and they will
fish them up. Afterward I will send for many hunters, and they will hunt
them fromeverymountain, fromeveryhill, andout of the clefts of the rocks.
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17 For my eyes are on all their ways. They are not hidden from my face.
Their iniquity isn’t concealed frommy eyes.

18First I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double, because they
havepollutedmy landwith the carcasses of their detestable things, andhave
filledmy inheritance with their abominations.”
19LORD, my strength, my stronghold,

andmy refuge in the day of affliction,
the nations will come to you from the ends of the earth,

and will say,
“Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies,

vanity and things in which there is no profit.
20 Should amanmake to himself gods

which yet are no gods?”
21 “Therefore behold, I will cause them to know,

this once I will cause them to knowmy hand andmymight.
Then they will know that my name is the LORD.”

17
1 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron,

and with the point of a diamond.
It is engraved on the tablet of their heart,

and on the horns of your altars.
2Even their children remember their altars

and their Asherah poles by the green trees on the high hills.
3Mymountain in the field,

I will give your substance and all your treasures for a plunder,
and your high places, because of sin, throughout all your borders.

4You, even of yourself, will discontinue from your heritage that I gave you.
Iwill cause you to serve your enemies in the landwhich youdon’t know,
for you have kindled a fire inmy anger which will burn forever.”

5The LORD says:
“Cursed is themanwho trusts in man,

relies on strength of flesh,
and whose heart departs from the LORD.

6For he will be like a bush in the desert,
and will not see when good comes,

but will inhabit the parched places in the wilderness,
an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed is themanwho trusts in the LORD,
and whose confidence is in the LORD.

8For he will be as a tree planted by the waters,
who spreads out its roots by the river,

and will not fear when heat comes,
but its leaf will be green,

and will not be concerned in the year of drought.
It won’t cease from yielding fruit.

9The heart is deceitful above all things
and it is exceedingly corrupt.
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Who can know it?
10 “I, the LORD, search themind.

I try the heart,
even to give everyman according to his ways,

according to the fruit of his doings.”
11As the partridge that sits on eggs which she has not laid,

so is he who gets riches, and not by right.
In themiddle of his days, they will leave him.

At his end, he will be a fool.
12A glorious throne, set on high from the beginning,

is the place of our sanctuary.
13LORD, the hope of Israel,

all who forsake you will be disappointed.
Those who depart frommewill be written in the earth,

because they have forsaken the LORD,
the spring of living waters.

14Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed.
Saveme, and I will be saved;
for you aremy praise.

15Behold, they askme,
“Where is the LORD’s word?
Let it be fulfilled now.”

16As for me, I have not hurried from being a shepherd after you.
I haven’t desired the woeful day. You know.
That which came out of my lips was before your face.

17Don’t be a terror to me.
You aremy refuge in the day of evil.

18Let them be disappointed who persecute me,
but don’t let me be disappointed.

Let them be dismayed,
but don’t let me be dismayed.

Bring on them the day of evil,
and destroy themwith double destruction.

19 The LORD said this to me: “Go and stand in the gate of the children of
the people, through which the kings of Judah come in and by which they go
out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem.

20Tell them, ‘Hear the LORD’s word, you kings of Judah, all Judah, and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates:

21The LORD says, “Be careful, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor
bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem.

22Don’t carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day. Don’t do
any work, but make the Sabbath day holy, as I commanded your fathers.

23 But they didn’t listen. They didn’t turn their ear, but made their neck
stiff, that theymight not hear, andmight not receive instruction.

24 It will happen, if you diligently listen tome,” says the LORD, “to bring in
no burden through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but to make the
Sabbath day holy, to do no work therein;

25 then there will enter in by the gates of this city kings and princes sitting
on David’s throne, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their princes,
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themen of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this citywill remain
forever.

26 They will come from the cities of Judah, and from the places around
Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin, from the lowland, from the hill
country, and from the South, bringing burnt offerings, sacrifices, meal
offerings, and frankincense, and bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to the
LORD’s house.

27But if you will not listen to me to make the Sabbath day holy, and not to
bear aburdenandenter in at the gates of Jerusalemon the Sabbathday, then
I will kindle a fire in its gates, and it will devour the palaces of Jerusalem. It
will not be quenched.” ’ ”

18
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2 “Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to

hear mywords.”
3 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and behold, he was making

something on the wheels.
4When the vessel that he made of the clay was marred in the hand of the

potter, hemade it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter tomake
it.

5Then the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
6 “House of Israel, can’t I do with you as this potter?” says the LORD.

“Behold, as the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, house of
Israel.

7At the instant I speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to
pluck up and to break down and to destroy it,

8 if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from their evil, I
will repent of the evil that I thought to do to them.

9At the instant I speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to
build and to plant it,

10 if they do thatwhich is evil inmy sight, that theynot obeymyvoice, then
I will repent of the good with which I said I would benefit them.

11 “Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, saying, ‘The LORD says: “Behold, I frame evil against you, and
devise a plan against you. Everyone return from his evil way now, and
amend your ways and your doings.” ’

12But they say, ‘It is in vain; for we will walk after our own plans, and we
will each follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ ”

13Therefore the LORD says:
“Ask now among the nations,

‘Who has heard such things?’
The virgin of Israel has done a very horrible thing.

14Will the snow of Lebanon fail from the rock of the field?
Will the cold waters that flow down from afar be dried up?

15Formy people have forgottenme.
They have burned incense to false gods.

They have beenmade to stumble in their ways
in the ancient paths,
to walk in byways, in a way not built up,

16 to make their land an astonishment,



Jeremiah 18:17 1014 Jeremiah 19:7

and a perpetual hissing.
Everyone who passes by it will be astonished,

and shake his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy.

I will show them the back, and not the face,
in the day of their calamity.

18Then they said, “Come! Let’s devise plans against Jeremiah; for the law
won’t perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from
the prophet. Come, and let’s strike him with the tongue, and let’s not give
heed to any of his words.”
19Give heed to me, LORD,

and listen to the voice of those who contend withme.
20 Should evil be recompensed for good?

For they have dug a pit for my soul.
Remember how I stood before you to speak good for them,

to turn away your wrath from them.
21Therefore deliver up their children to the famine,

and give them over to the power of the sword.
Let their wives become childless and widows.

Let their men be killed
and their youngmen struck by the sword in battle.

22Let a cry be heard from their houses
when you bring a troop suddenly on them;

for they have dug a pit to takeme
and hidden snares for my feet.

23Yet, LORD, you know all their counsel against me to kill me.
Don’t forgive their iniquity.
Don’t blot out their sin from your sight,

Let them be overthrown before you.
Deal with them in the time of your anger.

19
1 Thus said the LORD, “Go, and buy a potter’s earthen container, and take

some of the elders of the people and of the elders of the priests;
2and go out to the valley of the son of Hinnom,which is by the entry of the

gate Harsith, and proclaim there the words that I will tell you.
3Say, ‘Hear the LORD’sword, kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem:

The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says, “Behold, I will bring evil on this
place, which whoever hears, his ears will tingle.

4 Because they have forsaken me, and have defiled this place, and have
burned incense in it to other gods that they didn’t know—they, their fathers,
and thekingsof Judah—andhavefilled thisplacewith thebloodof innocents,

5 and have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire
for burnt offerings to Baal, which I didn’t command, nor speak, which didn’t
even enter into mymind.

6 Therefore, behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that this place will
no more be called ‘Topheth’, nor ‘The Valley of the son of Hinnom’, but ‘The
valley of Slaughter’.

7 “ ‘ “I will make the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem void in this place. I
will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hand
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of those who seek their life. I will give their dead bodies to be food for the
birds of the sky and for the animals of the earth.

8 Iwillmake this city an astonishment and ahissing. Everyonewhopasses
by it will be astonished and hiss because of all its plagues.

9 I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their
daughters. They will each eat the flesh of his friend in the siege and in the
distresswithwhich their enemies, and thosewho seek their life,will distress
them.” ’

10 “Then you shall break the container in the sight of themenwho gowith
you,

11and shall tell them, ‘The LORD of Armies says: “Even so I will break this
people and this city as one breaks a potter’s vessel, that can’t bemadewhole
again. They will bury in Topheth until there is no place to bury.

12This iswhat Iwill do to this place,” says theLORD, “and to its inhabitants,
evenmaking this city as Topheth.

13The houses of Jerusalemand the houses of the kings of Judah, which are
defiled, will be as the place of Topheth, even all the houses on whose roofs
they have burned incense to all the army of the sky and have poured out
drink offerings to other gods.” ’ ”

14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the LORD had sent him to
prophesy, and he stood in the court of the LORD’s house, and said to all the
people:

15 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says, ‘Behold, I will bring on this
city andonall its townsall the evil that I havepronouncedagainst it, because
they havemade their neck stiff, that theymay not hear mywords.’ ”

20
1Now Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, who was chief officer in the

LORD’s house, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things.
2ThenPashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet andput him in the stocks that

were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which was in the LORD’s house.
3 On the next day, Pashhur released Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then

Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD has not called your name Pashhur, but
Magormissabib.*

4For the LORD says, ‘Behold, I will make you a terror to yourself and to all
your friends. Theywill fall by the sword of their enemies, and your eyeswill
see it. I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will
carry them captive to Babylon, and will kill themwith the sword.

5Moreover I will give all the riches of this city, and all its gains, and all its
precious things, yes, I will give all the treasures of the kings of Judah into the
hand of their enemies. They will make them captives, take them, and carry
them to Babylon.

6You, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house will go into captivity. You
will come to Babylon, and there you will die, and there you will be buried,
you, and all your friends, to whom you have prophesied falsely.’ ”
7LORD, you have persuadedme, and I was persuaded.

You are stronger than I, and have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day.

* 20:3 “Magormissabib” means “surrounded by terror”
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Everyonemocks me.
8For as often as I speak, I cry out;

I cry, “Violence and destruction!”
because the LORD’s word has beenmade a reproach to me,

and a derision, all day.
9 If I say that I will not makemention of him,

or speak anymore in his name,
then there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up inmy bones.

I amweary with holding it in.
I can’t.

10For I have heard the defaming of many:
“Terror on every side!
Denounce, and wewill denounce him!”

say all my familiar friends,
those whowatch for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be persuaded,
and wewill prevail against him,
and wewill take our revenge on him.”

11But the LORD is withme as an awesomemighty one.
Therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they won’t prevail.

They will be utterly disappointed
because they have not dealt wisely,
even with an everlasting dishonor which will never be forgotten.

12But the LORD of Armies, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and themind,

let me see your vengeance on them,
for I have revealedmy cause to you.

13 Sing to the LORD!
Praise the LORD,
for he has delivered the soul of the needy from the hand of evildoers.

14Cursed is the day in which I was born.
Don’t let the day in whichmymother boreme be blessed.

15Cursed is themanwho brought news to my father, saying,
“A boy is born to you,” making him very glad.

16Let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew,
and didn’t repent.

Let him hear a cry in themorning,
and shouting at noontime,

17because he didn’t kill me from the womb.
Somymother would have beenmy grave,
and her womb always great.

18Why did I come out of the womb to see labor and sorrow,
that my days should be consumedwith shame?

21
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when King Zedekiah

sent to him Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zephaniah the son of Maa-
seiah, the priest, saying,

2 “Please inquire of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
makes war against us. Perhaps the LORD will deal with us according to all
his wondrous works, that hemaywithdraw from us.”
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3Then Jeremiah said to them, “Tell Zedekiah:
4 ‘TheLORD, theGodof Israel says, “Behold, Iwill turnback theweaponsof

war that are in yourhands,withwhich youfight against the king of Babylon,
and against the Chaldeans who besiege you outside the walls; and I will
gather them into themiddle of this city.

5 I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a
strong arm, even in anger, in wrath, and in great indignation.

6 I will strike the inhabitants of this city, both man and animal. They will
die of a great pestilence.

7Afterward,” says the LORD, “Iwill deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, his ser-
vants, and thepeople, even thosewhoare left in this city from thepestilence,
from the sword, and fromthe famine, into thehandofNebuchadnezzarking
of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those
who seek their life. He will strike them with the edge of the sword. He will
not spare them, have pity, or havemercy.” ’

8“You shall say to this people, ‘TheLORD says: “Behold, I set before you the
way of life and the way of death.

9He who remains in this city will die by the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence, but he who goes out and passes over to the Chaldeans who
besiege you, he will live, and he will escape with his life.

10 For I have set my face on this city for evil, and not for good,” says the
LORD. “It will be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and hewill burn
it with fire.” ’

11 “Concerning the house of the king of Judah, hear the LORD’s word:
12House of David, the LORD says,

‘Execute justice in themorning,
and deliver himwho is robbed out of the hand of the oppressor,

lest mywrath go out like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.

13Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley,
and of the rock of the plain,’ says the LORD.

‘You that say, “Whowould come down against us?”
or, “Whowould enter into our homes?”

14 I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will kindle a fire in her forest,
and it will devour all that is around her.’ ”

22
1 The LORD said, “Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak

this word there:
2 ‘Hear the LORD’s word, king of Judah, who sits on David’s throne—you,

your servants, and your people who enter in by these gates.
3The LORD says: “Execute justice and righteousness, and deliver himwho

is robbed out of the hand of the oppressor. Do no wrong. Do no violence to
the foreigner, the fatherless, or thewidow. Don’t shed innocent blood in this
place.

4 For if you do this thing indeed, then kings sitting on David’s throne will
enter in by the gates of this house, riding in chariots and on horses—they,
their servants, and their people.
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5But if you will not hear these words, I swear by myself,” says the LORD,
“that this house will become a desolation.” ’ ”

6For the LORD says concerning the house of the king of Judah:
“You are Gilead to me,

the head of Lebanon.
Yet surely I will make you a wilderness,

cities which are not inhabited.
7 I will prepare destroyers against you,

everyone with his weapons,
and they will cut down your choice cedars,

and cast them into the fire.
8 “Many nations will pass by this city, and they will each ask his neighbor,

‘Why has the LORD done this to this great city?’
9 Then they will answer, ‘Because they abandoned the covenant of the

LORD their God, worshiped other gods, and served them.’ ”
10Don’t weep for the dead.

Don’t bemoan him;
but weep bitterly for himwho goes away,

for he will return nomore,
and not see his native country.

11For the LORD says touching Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who
reigned insteadof Josiahhis father, andwhowentoutof thisplace: “Hewon’t
return there anymore.
12 But he will die in the place where they have led him captive. He will see
this land nomore.”
13 “Woe to himwho builds his house by unrighteousness,

and his rooms by injustice;
who uses his neighbor’s service without wages,

and doesn’t give him his hire;
14who says, ‘I will build myself a wide house and spacious rooms,’

and cuts out windows for himself,
with a cedar ceiling,

and painted with red.

15 “Should you reign because you strive to excel in cedar?
Didn’t your father eat and drink,
and do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16He judged the cause of the poor and needy;
so then it was well.

Wasn’t this to knowme?”
says the LORD.

17But your eyes and your heart are only for your covetousness,
for shedding innocent blood,
for oppression, and for doing violence.”

18 Therefore the LORD says concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah:
“They won’t lament for him,

saying, ‘Ahmy brother!’ or, ‘Ah sister!’
They won’t lament for him,

saying ‘Ah lord!’ or, ‘Ah his glory!’
19Hewill be buried with the burial of a donkey,
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drawn and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.”
20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out.

Lift up your voice in Bashan,
and cry from Abarim;

for all your lovers have been destroyed.
21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,

but you said, ‘I will not listen.’
This has been your way from your youth,

that you didn’t obeymy voice.
22The wind will feed all your shepherds,

and your lovers will go into captivity.
Surely then you will be ashamed

and confounded for all your wickedness.
23 Inhabitant of Lebanon,

whomakes your nest in the cedars,
how greatly to be pitied you will be when pangs come on you,

the pain as of a woman in travail!
24 “As I live,” says the LORD, “though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of

Judah were the signet onmy right hand, I would still pluck you from there.
25 I would give you into the hand of those who seek your life, and into the

hand of them of whom you are afraid, even into the hand of Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26 I will cast you outwith yourmotherwho bore you into another country,
where you were not born; and there you will die.

27 But to the land to which their soul longs to return, there they will not
return.”
28 Is this man Coniah a despised broken vessel?

Is he a vessel in which no one delights?
Why are they cast out, he and his offspring,

and cast into a land which they don’t know?
29O earth, earth, earth,

hear the LORD’s word!
30The LORD says,

“Record this man as childless,
a manwhowill not prosper in his days;

for nomore will a man of his offspring prosper,
sitting on David’s throne
and ruling in Judah.”

23
1 “Woe to the shepherdswhodestroy and scatter the sheep ofmypasture!”

says the LORD.
2 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, says against the shepherds who

feed my people: “You have scattered my flock, driven them away, and have
not visited them. Behold, I will visit on you the evil of your doings,” says the
LORD.

3 “I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I
have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they will be
fruitful andmultiply.
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4 Iwill set up shepherds over themwhowill feed them. Theywill no longer
be afraid or dismayed, neither will any be lacking,” says the LORD.
5 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that I will raise to David a righteous Branch;
and he will reign as king and deal wisely,

and will execute justice and righteousness in the land.
6 In his days Judah will be saved,

and Israel will dwell safely.
This is his name by which he will be called:

The LORD our righteousness.
7 “Therefore, behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that theywill nomore
say, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt;’
8 but, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up and who led the offspring of the
house of Israel out of the north country, and from all the countries where I
had driven them.’ Then they will dwell in their own land.”

9Concerning the prophets:
My heart withinme is broken.

All my bones shake.
I am like a drunkenman,

and like amanwhomwine has overcome,
because of the LORD,

and because of his holy words.
10 “For the land is full of adulterers;

for because of the curse the landmourns.
The pastures of the wilderness have dried up.

Their course is evil,
and their might is not right;

11 for both prophet and priest are profane.
Yes, in my house I have found their wickedness,” says the LORD.

12Therefore their way will be to them as slippery places in the darkness.
They will be driven on,
and fall therein;

for I will bring evil on them,
even the year of their visitation,” says the LORD.

13 “I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria.
They prophesied by Baal,
and causedmy people Israel to err.

14 In the prophets of Jerusalem I have also seen a horrible thing:
they commit adultery and walk in lies.

They strengthen the hands of evildoers,
so that no one returns from his wickedness.

They have all become tome as Sodom,
and its inhabitants as Gomorrah.”

15Therefore the LORD of Armies says concerning the prophets:
“Behold, I will feed themwith wormwood,

andmake them drink poisoned water;
for from the prophets of Jerusalemungodliness has gone out into all the
land.”

16The LORD of Armies says,
“Don’t listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.
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They teach you vanity.
They speak a vision of their own heart,
and not out of themouth of the LORD.

17They say continually to those who despise me,
‘The LORD has said, “Youwill have peace;” ’

and to everyone whowalks in the stubbornness of his own heart they say,
‘No evil will come on you.’

18For who has stood in the council of the LORD,
that he should perceive and hear his word?
Who has listened to myword, and heard it?

19Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has gone out.
Yes, a whirling storm!
It will burst on the head of the wicked.

20The LORD’s anger will not return until he has executed
and performed the intents of his heart.
In the latter days, you will understand it perfectly.

21 I didn’t send these prophets, yet they ran.
I didn’t speak to them, yet they prophesied.

22But if they had stood inmy council,
then they would have causedmy people to hear mywords,

and would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their doings.

23 “Am I a God at hand,” says the LORD,
“and not a God afar off?

24Can anyone hide himself in secret places
so that I can’t see him?” says the LORD.
“Don’t I fill heaven and earth?” says the LORD.

25 “I have heard what the prophets have said, who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’

26 How long will this be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies,
even the prophets of the deceit of their own heart?

27 They intend to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams
which they each tell his neighbor, as their fathers forgot my name because
of Baal.

28The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a dream; and he who has my
word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat?”
says the LORD.

29“Isn’tmyword likefire?” says theLORD; “and like ahammer that breaks
the rock in pieces?

30“Thereforebehold, I amagainst theprophets,” says theLORD, “whoeach
steal mywords from his neighbor.

31 Behold, I am against the prophets,” says the LORD, “who use their
tongues, and say, ‘He says.’

32Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams,” says the LORD,
“who tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their vain
boasting; yet I didn’t send them or command them. They don’t profit this
people at all,” says the LORD.

33 “When this people, or the prophet, or a priest, asks you, saying, ‘What is
the message from the LORD?’ Then you shall tell them, ‘ “What message? I
will cast you off,” says the LORD.’
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34 As for the prophet, the priest, and the people, who say, ‘The message
from the LORD,’ I will even punish that man and his household.

35Youwill sayeveryone tohisneighbor, andeveryone tohisbrother, ‘What
has the LORD answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD said?’

36You will mention the message from the LORD nomore, for every man’s
ownword has become hismessage; for you have perverted thewords of the
living God, of the LORD of Armies, our God.

37 You will say to the prophet, ‘What has the LORD answered you?’ and,
‘What has the LORD spoken?’

38 Although you say, ‘The message from the LORD,’ therefore the LORD
says: ‘Because you say this word, “The message from the LORD,” and I have
sent to you, telling you not to say, “Themessage from the LORD,”

39 therefore behold, Iwill utterly forget you, and Iwill cast you offwith the
city that I gave to you and to your fathers, away frommy presence.

40 I will bring an everlasting reproach on you, and a perpetual shame,
which will not be forgotten.’ ”

24
1 The LORD showed me, and behold, two baskets of figs were set before

the LORD’s temple, afterNebuchadnezzar king of Babylonhad carried away
captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes of
Judah, with the craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought
them to Babylon.

2 One basket had very good figs, like the figs that are first-ripe; and the
other basket had very bad figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad.

3Then the LORD askedme, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”
I said, “Figs. The good figs are very good, and the bad are very bad, so bad

that they can’t be eaten.”
4The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
5 “The LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Like these good figs, so I will regard

the captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the
Chaldeans, as good.

6For Iwill setmy eyes on them for good, and Iwill bring themagain to this
land. I will build them, and not pull them down. I will plant them, and not
pluck them up.

7 I will give them a heart to knowme, that I am the LORD. They will bemy
people, and I will be their God; for they will return to me with their whole
heart.

8 “ ‘As the bad figs, which can’t be eaten, they are so bad,’ surely the LORD
says, ‘So I will give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the
remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who dwell in the
land of Egypt.

9 I will even give them up to be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth for evil, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a
curse, in all places where I will drive them.

10 I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence among them,
until they are consumed from off the land that I gave to them and to their
fathers.’ ”
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25
1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in

the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (this was the
first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),

2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah, and to all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem:

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even
to this day, these twenty-three years, the LORD’s word has come tome, and I
have spoken to you, rising up early and speaking; but you have not listened.

4 The LORD has sent to you all his servants the prophets, rising up early
and sending them (but you have not listened or inclined your ear to hear),

5saying, “Returnnoweveryone fromhis evilway, and fromtheevil of your
doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD has given to you and to your
fathers, from of old and even forever more.

6 Don’t go after other gods to serve them or worship them, and don’t
provoke me to anger with the work of your hands; then I will do you no
harm.”

7 “Yet you have not listened tome,” says the LORD, “that youmay provoke
me to anger with the work of your hands to your own hurt.”

8 Therefore the LORD of Armies says: “Because you have not heard my
words,

9behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,” says the LORD,
“and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and
will bring them against this land, and against its inhabitants, and against
all these nations around. I will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolations.

10 Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound
of themillstones, and the light of the lamp.

11 This whole land will be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

12 “Itwill happen,when seventy years are accomplished, that Iwill punish
the king of Babylon and that nation,” says the LORD, “for their iniquity. Iwill
make the land of the Chaldeans desolate forever.

13 I will bring on that land all my words which I have pronounced against
it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied
against all the nations.

14Formanynations and great kingswillmakebondservants of them, even
of them. I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to
the work of their hands.”

15For the LORD, the God of Israel, says tome: “Take this cup of thewine of
wrath frommy hand, and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink
it.

16 They will drink, and reel back and forth, and be insane, because of the
sword that I will send among them.”

17 Then I took the cup at the LORD’s hand, and made all the nations to
drink, to whom the LORD had sent me:

18 Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, with its kings and its princes, tomake
them a desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and a curse, as it is today;

19Pharaoh king of Egypt, with his servants, his princes, and all his people;
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20and all themixed people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, all the kings
of the Philistines, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod;

21Edom, Moab, and the children of Ammon;
22 and all the kings of Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the isle

which is beyond the sea;
23Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who have the corners of their beard cut off;
24 and all the kings of Arabia, all the kings of the mixed people who dwell

in the wilderness;
25 and all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the

Medes;
26and all the kings of the north, far and near, onewith another; and all the

kingdoms of the world, which are on the surface of the earth. The king of
Sheshach will drink after them.

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The LORDof Armies, the God of Israel says: “Drink,
and be drunk, vomit, fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I
will send among you.” ’

28 It shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at your hand to drink, then you
shall tell them, ‘The LORD of Armies says: “You shall surely drink.

29 For, behold, I begin to work evil at the city which is called by my name;
andshouldyoubeutterlyunpunished? Youwill notbeunpunished; for Iwill
call fora swordonall the inhabitantsof theearth, says theLORDofArmies.” ’

30 “Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and tell them,
“ ‘The LORDwill roar from on high,

and utter his voice from his holy habitation.
He will mightily roar against his fold.

He will give a shout, as those who tread grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31A noise will come even to the end of the earth;
for the LORD has a controversy with the nations.

He will enter into judgment with all flesh.
As for the wicked, he will give them to the sword,” ’ says the LORD.”

32The LORD of Armies says,
“Behold, evil will go out from nation to nation,

and a great storm will be raised up from the uttermost parts of the
earth.”

33The slain of the LORDwill be at that day from one end of the earth even to
the other end of the earth. They won’t be lamented. They won’t be gathered
or buried. They will be dung on the surface of the ground.
34Wail, you shepherds, and cry.

Wallow in dust, you leader of the flock;
for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions have fully come,

and youwill fall like fine pottery.
35The shepherds will have no way to flee.

The leader of the flock will have no escape.
36A voice of the cry of the shepherds,

and the wailing of the leader of the flock,
for the LORD destroys their pasture.

37The peaceful folds are brought to silence
because of the fierce anger of the LORD.

38He has left his covert, as the lion;
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for their land has become an astonishment because of the fierceness of
the oppression,

and because of his fierce anger.

26
1 In thebeginning of the reignof Jehoiakim the sonof Josiah, king of Judah,

this word came from the LORD:
2 “The LORD says: ‘Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all

the cities of Judahwhich come toworship in the LORD’s house, all thewords
that I command you to speak to them. Don’t omit a word.

3 It may be they will listen, and every man turn from his evil way, that I
may relent from the evil which I intend to do to them because of the evil of
their doings.’ ”

4You shall tell them, “The LORD says: ‘If you will not listen to me, to walk
inmy lawwhich I have set before you,

5 to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you,
even rising up early and sending them—but you have not listened—

6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to
all the nations of the earth.’ ”

7The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the LORD’s house.

8When Jeremiahhadfinished speakingall that theLORDhadcommanded
him to speak to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people
seized him, saying, “You shall surely die!

9Why have you prophesied in the LORD’s name, saying, ‘This house will
be like Shiloh, and this city will be desolate, without inhabitant’?” All the
people were crowded around Jeremiah in the LORD’s house.

10When the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from the
king’s house to the LORD’s house; and they sat in the entry of the new gate
of the LORD’s house.

11 Then the priests and the prophets spoke to the princes and to all the
people, saying, “This man is worthy of death, for he has prophesied against
this city, as you have heard with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and to all the people, saying, “The
LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the
words that you have heard.

13Now therefore amend your ways and your doings, and obey the LORD
your God’s voice; then the LORD will relent from the evil that he has
pronounced against you.

14But as for me, behold, I am in your hand. Do with me what is good and
right in your eyes.

15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
innocent blood onyourselves, on this city, and on its inhabitants; for in truth
the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”

16 Then the princes and all the people said to the priests and to the
prophets: “This man is not worthy of death; for he has spoken to us in the
name of the LORD our God.”

17 Then certain of the elders of the land rose up, and spoke to all the
assembly of the people, saying,

18“Micah theMorashtite prophesied in thedays ofHezekiahkingof Judah;
and he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies says:



Jeremiah 26:19 1026 Jeremiah 27:10

“ ‘Zion will be plowed as a field,
and Jerusalemwill become heaps,
and themountain of the house as the high places of a forest.’

19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Didn’t he fear
the LORD, and entreat the favor of the LORD, and the LORD relented of the
disaster which he had pronounced against them? We would commit great
evil against our own souls that way!”

20 There was also a man who prophesied in the LORD’s name, Uriah the
son of Shemaiah of Kiriath Jearim; and he prophesied against this city and
against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah.

21When Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men and all the princes
heard his words, the king sought to put him to death; but when Uriah heard
it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt.

22 Then Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan the son of Achbor and certain
menwith him into Egypt.

23They fetched Uriah out of Egypt and brought him to Jehoiakim the king,
who killed himwith the sword and cast his dead body into the graves of the
common people.

24But the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that
they didn’t give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.

27
1 In thebeginning of the reignof Jehoiakim the sonof Josiah, king of Judah,

this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2 the LORD says tome: “Make bonds and bars, and put them on your neck.
3 Then send them to the king of Edom, to the king of Moab, to the king of

the children of Ammon, to the king of Tyre, and to the king of Sidon, by the
hand of themessengers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah.

4Give them a command to theirmasters, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies, the
God of Israel says, “You shall tell yourmasters:

5 ‘I have made the earth, the men, and the animals that are on the surface
of theearthbymygreatpowerandbymyoutstretchedarm. I give it towhom
it seems right to me.

6Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon,my servant. I have also given the animals of the field to him
to serve him.

7All the nations will serve him, his son, and his son’s son, until the time of
his own land comes. Thenmanynations and great kingswillmakehim their
bondservant.

8 “ ‘ “ ‘It will happen that I will punish the nation and the kingdom which
will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and that will not
put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon,’ says the LORD, ‘with
the sword, with famine, andwith pestilence, until I have consumed themby
his hand.

9 But as for you, don’t listen to your prophets, to your diviners, to your
dreams, to your soothsayers, or to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying,
“You shall not serve the king of Babylon;”

10 for they prophesy a lie to you, to remove you far from your land, so that
I would drive you out, and you would perish.
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11 But the nation that brings their neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon and serves him, that nation Iwill let remain in their own land,’ says
the LORD; ‘and they will till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12 I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying,
“Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and
his people, and live.

13Whywill you die, you and your people, by the sword, by the famine, and
by thepestilence, as theLORDhas spokenconcerning thenation thatwill not
serve the king of Babylon?

14Don’t listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You
shall not serve the king of Babylon;’ for they prophesy a lie to you.

15 For I have not sent them,” says the LORD, “but they prophesy falsely in
my name; that I may drive you out, and that you may perish, you, and the
prophets who prophesy to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, the LORD says,
“Don’t listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying,
‘Behold, the vessels of the LORD’s house will now shortly be brought again
from Babylon;’ for they prophesy a lie to you.

17Don’t listen to them. Serve the king of Babylon, and live. Why should
this city become a desolation?

18But if they are prophets, and if the LORD’s word is with them, let them
now make intercession to the LORD of Armies, that the vessels which are
left in the LORD’s house, in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem,
don’t go to Babylon.

19For the LORD of Armies says concerning the pillars, concerning the sea,
concerning the bases, and concerning the rest of the vessels that are left in
this city,

20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon didn’t take when he carried
away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, from Jerusalem
to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—

21 yes, the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says concerning the vessels
that are left in the LORD’s house, and in the house of the king of Judah, and
at Jerusalem:

22 ‘Theywill be carried toBabylon, and there theywill be, until theday that
I visit them,’ says the LORD; ‘then I will bring them up, and restore them to
this place.’ ”

28
1 That same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah,

in the fourthyear, in thefifthmonth,Hananiah the sonofAzzur, theprophet,
who was of Gibeon, spoke to me in the LORD’s house, in the presence of the
priests and of all the people, saying,

2 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘I have broken the yoke of
the king of Babylon.

3Within two full years I will bring again into this place all the vessels of
the LORD’s house thatNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this
place and carried to Babylon.

4 I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, with all the captives of Judah, who went to Babylon,’ says the LORD;
‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’ ”
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5Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophetHananiah in the presence
of the priests, and in the presence of all the people who stood in the LORD’s
house,

6 even the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so. May the
LORD perform your words which you have prophesied, to bring again the
vessels of the LORD’s house, and all thosewho are captives, fromBabylon to
this place.

7Nevertheless listen now to this word that I speak in your ears, and in the
ears of all the people:

8Theprophetswhohavebeenbeforemeandbefore youof oldprophesied
against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, of evil, and of
pestilence.

9 As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the
prophet happens, then the prophet will be known, that the LORD has truly
sent him.”

10ThenHananiah theprophet took thebar fromoff theprophet Jeremiah’s
neck, and broke it.

11 Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, “The LORD
says: ‘Even so I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
fromoff the neck of all the nationswithin two full years.’ ” Then the prophet
Jeremiah went his way.

12 Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet
had broken the bar from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,

13 “Go, and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘The LORD says, “You have broken the
bars of wood, but you havemade in their place bars of iron.”

14For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says, “I have put a yoke of iron
on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon; and theywill serve him. I have also given him the animals of the
field.” ’ ”

15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, “Listen,
Hananiah! The LORD has not sent you, but you make this people trust in
a lie.

16 Therefore the LORD says, ‘Behold, I will send you away from off the
surface of the earth. This year you will die, because you have spoken
rebellion against the LORD.’ ”

17 So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventhmonth.

29
1Nowthese are thewords of the letter that Jeremiah theprophet sent from

Jerusalem to the residue of the elders of the captivity, and to the priests, to
theprophets, and to all thepeoplewhomNebuchadnezzarhad carriedaway
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon,

2 (after Jeconiah the king, the queen mother, the eunuchs, the princes
of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from
Jerusalem),

3 by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of
Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon). It said:

4The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the captives whom I
have caused to be carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon:

5 “Build houses and dwell in them. Plant gardens and eat their fruit.
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6 Take wives and father sons and daughters. Take wives for your
sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and
daughters. Multiply there, and don’t be diminished.

7 Seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away
captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace.”

8For theLORDofArmies, theGodof Israel says: “Don’t let your prophets
who are among you and your diviners deceive you. Don’t listen to your
dreams which you cause to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy falsely to you in my name. I have not sent them,”
says the LORD.

10For theLORDsays, “After seventyyearsareaccomplished forBabylon,
I will visit you and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to
return to this place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,” says the LORD,
“thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you hope and a future.

12You shall call onme, and you shall go and pray tome, and I will listen
to you.

13You shall seek me and findme, when you search for me with all your
heart.

14 I will be found by you,” says the LORD, “and I will turn again your
captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places
where I have driven you, says the LORD. I will bring you again to the place
fromwhere I caused you to be carried away captive.”

15 Because you have said, “The LORD has raised us up prophets in
Babylon,”

16 the LORD says concerning the king who sits on David’s throne, and
concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your brothers who haven’t
gone with you into captivity,

17 the LORD of Armies says: “Behold, I will send on them the sword, the
famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like rotten figs that can’t be
eaten, they are so bad.

18 I will pursue after themwith the sword, with the famine, andwith the
pestilence, and will deliver them to be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth, to be an object of horror, an astonishment, a hissing,
and a reproach among all the nations where I have driven them,

19 because they have not listened to my words,” says the LORD, “with
which I sent to themmy servants the prophets, rising up early and sending
them; but you would not hear,” says the LORD.

20Hear therefore the LORD’s word, all you captives whom I have sent
away from Jerusalem to Babylon.

21The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says concerning Ahab the son
of Kolaiah, and concerning Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who prophesy
a lie to you in my name: “Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and he will kill them before your eyes.

22A curse will be taken up about them by all the captives of Judah who
are in Babylon, saying, ‘The LORD make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab,
whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire;’

23because they have done foolish things in Israel, and have committed
adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and have spoken words in my name
falsely, which I didn’t command them. I amhewhoknows, and amwitness,”
says the LORD.
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24Concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite you shall speak, saying,
25 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Because you have sent

letters in your own name to all the people who are at Jerusalem, and to
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, and to all the priests, saying,

26 “The LORD has made you priest in the place of Jehoiada the priest,
that there may be officers in the LORD’s house, for every man who is crazy
and makes himself a prophet, that you should put him in the stocks and in
shackles.

27Now therefore, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth, who
makes himself a prophet to you,

28because he has sent to us in Babylon, saying, The captivity is long. Build
houses, and dwell in them. Plant gardens, and eat their fruit?” ’ ”

29 Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the
prophet.

30Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, saying,
31“Send toall of the captives, saying, ‘TheLORDsays concerningShemaiah

theNehelamite: “Because Shemaiahhasprophesied toyou, and Ididn’t send
him, and he has caused you to trust in a lie,”

32 therefore the LORD says, “Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehe-
lamite and his offspring. Hewill not have aman to dwell among this people.
He won’t see the good that I will do to my people,” says the LORD, “because
he has spoken rebellion against the LORD.” ’ ”

30
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2 “TheLORD, theGodof Israel, says, ‘Write all thewords that I have spoken

to you in a book.
3 For, behold, the days come,’ says the LORD, ‘that I will reverse the

captivity of my people Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD. ‘I will cause them
to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they will possess it.’ ”

4These are thewords that the LORD spoke concerning Israel and concern-
ing Judah.

5For the LORD says:
“We have heard a voice of trembling;

a voice of fear, and not of peace.
6Ask now, and see whether aman travails with child.

Why do I see every man with his hands on his waist, as a woman in
travail,

and all faces are turned pale?
7Alas, for that day is great, so that none is like it!

It is even the time of Jacob’s trouble;
but he will be saved out of it.

8 It will come to pass in that day, says the LORD of Armies, that I will break
his yoke from off your neck,

and will burst your bonds.
Strangers will nomoremake them their bondservants;

9but they will serve the LORD their God,
and David their king,
whom I will raise up to them.

10Therefore don’t be afraid, O Jacobmy servant, says the LORD.
Don’t be dismayed, Israel.
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For, behold, I will save you from afar,
and save your offspring from the land of their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

11For I amwith you, says the LORD, to save you;
for I will make a full end of all the nations where I have scattered you,
but I will not make a full end of you;

but I will correct you inmeasure,
and will in no way leave you unpunished.”

12For the LORD says,
“Your hurt is incurable.

Your wound is grievous.
13There is no one to plead your cause,

that youmay be bound up.
You have no healingmedicines.

14All your lovers have forgotten you.
They don’t seek you.

For I have wounded youwith the wound of an enemy,
with the chastisement of a cruel one,

for the greatness of your iniquity,
because your sins were increased.

15Why do you cry over your injury?
Your pain is incurable.

For the greatness of your iniquity,
because your sins have increased,
I have done these things to you.

16Therefore all those who devour you will be devoured.
All your adversaries, everyone of them, will go into captivity.

Those who plunder you will be plunder.
I will make all who prey on you become prey.

17For I will restore health to you,
and I will heal you of your wounds,” says the LORD,

“because they have called you an outcast,
saying, ‘It is Zion, whom noman seeks after.’ ”

18The LORD says:
“Behold, I will reverse the captivity of Jacob’s tents,

and have compassion on his dwelling places.
The city will be built on its own hill,

and the palace will be inhabited in its own place.
19Thanksgiving will proceed out of them

with the voice of those whomakemerry.
I will multiply them,

and they will not be few;
I will also glorify them,

and they will not be small.
20Their children also will be as before,

and their congregation will be established before me.
I will punish all who oppress them.

21Their prince will be one of them,
and their ruler will proceed from among them.
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I will cause him to draw near,
and he will approachme;
for who is he who has had boldness to approachme?” says the LORD.

22 “You shall be my people,
and I will be your God.

23Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has gone out,
a sweeping storm;
it will burst on the head of the wicked.

24The fierce anger of the LORDwill not return until he has accomplished,
and until he has performed the intentions of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it.”

31
1“At that time,” says theLORD, “Iwill be theGodof all the families of Israel,

and they will be my people.”
2 The LORD says, “The people who survive the sword found favor in the

wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.”
3The LORD appeared of old to me, saying,

“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love.
Therefore I have drawn youwith loving kindness.

4 I will build you again,
and you will be built, O virgin of Israel.

You will again be adorned with your tambourines,
and will go out in the dances of those whomakemerry.

5Again you will plant vineyards on themountains of Samaria.
The planters will plant,
and will enjoy its fruit.

6For there will be a day that the watchmen on the hills of Ephraim cry,
‘Arise! Let’s go up to Zion to the LORD our God.’ ”

7For the LORD says,
“Sing with gladness for Jacob,

and shout for the chief of the nations.
Publish, praise, and say,

‘LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel!’

8Behold, I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the uttermost parts of the earth,

along with the blind and the lame,
the womanwith child and her who travails with child together.
They will return as a great company.

9They will comewith weeping.
I will lead themwith petitions.

I will cause them to walk by rivers of waters,
in a straight way in which they won’t stumble;

for I am a father to Israel.
Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 “Hear the LORD’s word, you nations,
and declare it in the distant islands. Say,

‘Hewho scattered Israel will gather him,
and keep him, as a shepherd does his flock.’

11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
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and redeemed him from the hand of himwhowas stronger than he.
12They will come and sing in the height of Zion,

and will flow to the goodness of the LORD,
to the grain, to the newwine, to the oil,

and to the young of the flock and of the herd.
Their soul will be as a watered garden.

They will not sorrow anymore at all.
13Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance,

the youngmen and the old together;
for I will turn their mourning into joy,

and will comfort them, andmake them rejoice from their sorrow.
14 I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness,

andmy people will be satisfied withmy goodness,” says the LORD.
15The LORD says:

“A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping,

Rachel weeping for her children.
She refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are nomore.”

16The LORD says:
“Refrain your voice fromweeping,

and your eyes from tears,
for your work will be rewarded,” says the LORD.
“They will come again from the land of the enemy.

17There is hope for your latter end,” says the LORD.
“Your children will come again to their own territory.

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim grieving thus,
‘You have chastisedme,
and I was chastised, as an untrained calf.

Turnme, and I will be turned,
for you are the LORDmy God.

19 Surely after that I was turned.
I repented.

After that I was instructed.
I struckmy thigh.

I was ashamed, yes, even confounded,
because I bore the reproach of my youth.’

20 Is Ephraimmy dear son?
Is he a darling child?

For as often as I speak against him,
I still earnestly remember him.

Therefore my heart yearns for him.
I will surely havemercy on him,” says the LORD.

21 “Set up road signs.
Make guideposts.

Set your heart toward the highway,
even the way by which you went.

Turn again, virgin of Israel.
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Turn again to these your cities.
22How long will you go here and there,

you backsliding daughter?
For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth:

a womanwill encompass aman.”
23The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Yet again theywill use this

speech in the land of Judah and in its cities, when I reverse their captivity:
‘The LORD bless you, habitation of righteousness, mountain of holiness.’

24 Judahandall its citieswill dwell therein together, the farmers, and those
who go about with flocks.

25 For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every
sorrowful soul.”

26On this I awakened, and saw; andmy sleep was sweet to me.
27 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that I will sow the house of

Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of
animal.

28 It will happen that, like as I have watched over them to pluck up and to
break down and to overthrow and to destroy and to afflict, so I will watch
over them to build and to plant,” says the LORD.

29 “In those days they will say nomore,
“ ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’
30 But everyone will die for his own iniquity. Every man who eats the sour
grapes, his teeth will be set on edge.

31 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah,

32not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, which
covenant of mine they broke, although I was a husband to them,” says the
LORD.

33 “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days,” says the LORD:
“I will put my law in their inward parts,

and I will write it in their heart.
I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
34They will no longer each teach his neighbor,

and everyman teach his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD;’
for they will all knowme,

from their least to their greatest,” says the LORD,
“for I will forgive their iniquity,

and I will remember their sin nomore.”
35The LORD, who gives the sun for a light by day,

and the ordinances of themoon and of the stars for a light by night,
who stirs up the sea, so that its waves roar—

the LORD of Armies is his name, says:
36 “If these ordinances depart from before me,” says the LORD,

“then the offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation before
me forever.”

37The LORD says: “If heaven above can bemeasured,



Jeremiah 31:38 1035 Jeremiah 32:14

and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath,
then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have
done,” says the LORD.

38 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that the citywill be built to the
LORD from the tower of Hananel to the gate of the corner.

39Themeasuring linewill go out further straight onward to the hill Gareb,
and will turn toward Goah.

40Thewhole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and all the fields to
thebrookKidron, to the corner of thehorse gate toward the east,will beholy
to the LORD. It will not be plucked up or thrown down anymore forever.”

32
1This is theword that came to Jeremiah from theLORD in the tenth year of

Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.
2 Now at that time the king of Babylon’s army was besieging Jerusalem.

Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the guard, which was in
the king of Judah’s house.

3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, “Why do you
prophesy, and say, ‘The LORD says, “Behold, I will give this city into the hand
of the king of Babylon, and he will take it;

4 and Zedekiah king of Judah won’t escape out of the hand of the
Chaldeans, but will surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon,
and will speak with himmouth to mouth, and his eyes will see his eyes;

5 and he will bring Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will be there until I visit
him,” says the LORD, “though you fight with the Chaldeans, you will not
prosper” ’?”

6 Jeremiah said, “The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
7 ‘Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallumyourunclewill come to you, saying,

“Buymy field that is in Anathoth; for the right of redemption is yours to buy
it.” ’ ”

8 “So Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the guard
according to the LORD’s word, and said to me, ‘Please buy my field that is
in Anathoth, which is in the land of Benjamin; for the right of inheritance is
yours, and the redemption is yours. Buy it for yourself.’

“Then I knew that this was the LORD’s word.
9 I bought the field that was in Anathoth of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and

weighed him themoney, even seventeen shekels* of silver.
10 I signed the deed, sealed it, called witnesses, and weighed themoney in

the balances to him.
11 So I took the deed of the purchase, both that which was sealed, contain-

ing the terms and conditions, and that which was open;
12 and I delivered the deed of the purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah,

the son of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and in the
presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of the purchase, before all
the Jews who sat in the court of the guard.

13 “I commanded Baruch before them, saying,
14 the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Take these deeds, this deed

of the purchase which is sealed, and this deed which is open, and put them
in an earthen vessel, that theymay last many days.’
* 32:9 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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15 For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says: ‘Houses and fields and
vineyards will yet again be bought in this land.’

16Now after I had delivered the deed of the purchase to Baruch the son of
Neriah, I prayed to the LORD, saying,

17 “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, you have made the heavens and the earth by
your great power andbyyour outstretchedarm. There is nothing toohard
for you.
18 You show loving kindness to thousands, and repay the iniquity of the

fathers into the bosom of their children after them. The great, the mighty
God, the LORD of Armies is your name:

19 great in counsel, and mighty in work; whose eyes are open to all the
ways of the children of men, to give everyone according to his ways, and
according to the fruit of his doings;

20 who performed signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even to this
day, both in Israel and among other men; and made yourself a name, as it
is today;

21and brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, with
wonders, with a strong hand, with an outstretched arm, and with great
terror;

22and gave them this land, which you swore to their fathers to give them,
a land flowing withmilk and honey.

23Theycame inandpossessed it, but theydidn’t obeyyourvoiceanddidn’t
walk in your law. They have done nothing of all that you commanded them
to do. Therefore you have caused all this evil to come upon them.

24 “Behold, siege ramps have been built against the city to take it. The
city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans who fight against it, because
of the sword, of the famine, and of the pestilence. What you have spoken
has happened. Behold, you see it.

25 You have said to me, Lord GOD, ‘Buy the field for money, and call
witnesses;’ whereas the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.”

26Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, saying,
27 “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard

for me?
28 Therefore the LORD says: Behold, I will give this city into the hand of

the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and
he will take it.

29The Chaldeans, who fight against this city, will come and set this city on
fire, and burn itwith the houses onwhose roofs they have offered incense to
Baal, and poured out drink offerings to other gods, to provokeme to anger.

30 “For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have done only that
which was evil in my sight from their youth; for the children of Israel have
only provokedme to anger with the work of their hands, says the LORD.

31For this city has been tome a provocation of my anger and of mywrath
from theday that theybuilt it even to this day, so that I should remove it from
before my face,

32 because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of
Judah,which they have done to provokeme to anger—they, their kings, their
princes, their priests, their prophets, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem.
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33 They have turned their backs to me, and not their faces. Although I
taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not listened
to receive instruction.

34But they set their abominations in thehousewhich is calledbymyname,
to defile it.

35 They built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son
of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through fire to
Molech, which I didn’t command them. It didn’t even come into my mind,
that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.”

36 Now therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning this city,
about which you say, “It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by the
sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence:”

37 “Behold, I will gather them out of all the countries where I have driven
them inmyanger, and inmywrath, and in great indignation; and Iwill bring
them again to this place. I will cause them to dwell safely.

38Then they will be my people, and I will be their God.
39 I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever,

for their good and the good of their children after them.
40 I will make an everlasting covenantwith them, that I will not turn away

from following them, to do them good. I will putmy fear in their hearts, that
theymay not depart fromme.

41Yes, Iwill rejoice over them todo themgood, and Iwill plant them in this
land assuredly withmywhole heart and withmywhole soul.”

42 For the LORD says: “Just as I have brought all this great evil on this
people, so I will bring on them all the good that I have promised them.

43 Fields will be bought in this land, about which you say, ‘It is desolate,
without man or animal. It is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.’

44 Men will buy fields for money, sign the deeds, seal them, and call
witnesses, in the land of Benjamin, and in the places around Jerusalem, in
the cities of Judah, in the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland,
and in the cities of the South; for I will cause their captivity to be reversed,”
says the LORD.

33
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah the second time, while he

was still locked up in the court of the guard, saying,
2 “The LORDwho does it, the LORDwho forms it to establish it—the LORD

is his name, says:
3 ‘Call to me, and I will answer you, and will show you great and difficult

things, which you don’t know.’
4 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the houses of this city

and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are broken down to
make a defense against themounds and against the sword:

5 ‘While men come to fight with the Chaldeans, and to fill them with the
dead bodies of men, whom I have killed in my anger and in my wrath, and
for all whose wickedness I have hiddenmy face from this city,

6behold, I will bring it health and healing, and I will cure them; and I will
reveal to them abundance of peace and truth.

7 I will restore the fortunes of Judah and Israel, and will build them as at
the first.
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8 I will cleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have sinned
against me. I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned
against me and by which they have transgressed against me.

9This city will be to me for a name of joy, for praise, and for glory, before
all the nations of the earth,whichwill hear all the good that I do to them, and
will fear and tremble for all the good and for all the peace that I provide to
it.’ ”

10The LORD says: “Yet again therewill be heard in this place, aboutwhich
you say, ‘It is waste, without man and without animal, even in the cities of
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man and
without inhabitant and without animal,’

11 the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who say, ‘Give thanks to the
LORD of Armies, for the LORD is good, for his loving kindness endures
forever;’ who bring thanksgiving into the LORD’s house. For I will cause the
captivity of the land to be reversed as at the first,” says the LORD.

12The LORD of Armies says: “Yet again there will be in this place, which is
waste, without man and without animal, and in all its cities, a habitation of
shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland, in the cities
of the South, in the land of Benjamin, in the places around Jerusalem, and
in the cities of Judah, the flocks will again pass under the hands of himwho
counts them,” says the LORD.

14 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that I will perform that good
word which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and concerning
the house of Judah.
15 “In those days and at that time,

I will cause a Branch of righteousness to grow up to David.
He will execute justice and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalemwill dwell safely.

This is the name by which she will be called:
The LORD our righteousness.”

17 For the LORD says: “David will never lack a man to sit on the throne of
the house of Israel.

18TheLevitical priestswon’t lack amanbeforeme to offerburnt offerings,
to burnmeal offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.”

19The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, saying,
20 “The LORD says: ‘If you can break my covenant of the day and my

covenant of the night, so that there will not be day and night in their time,
21 then my covenant could also be broken with David my servant, that he

won’t have a son to reign on his throne; and with the Levitical priests, my
ministers.

22 As the army of the sky can’t be counted, and the sand of the sea can’t
be measured, so I will multiply the offspring of David my servant and the
Levites whominister to me.’ ”

23The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, saying,
24 “Don’t considerwhat this people has spoken, saying, ‘Has the LORD cast

off the two familieswhich he chose?’ Thus they despisemy people, that they
should be nomore a nation before them.”
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25 The LORD says: “If my covenant of day and night fails, if I have not
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth,

26 then Iwill also cast away theoffspringof Jacob, andofDavidmyservant,
so that I will not take of his offspring to be rulers over the offspring of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for Iwill cause their captivity to be reversed and
will havemercy on them.”

34
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnez-

zar kingofBabylon,with all his army, all the kingdomsof the earth thatwere
underhisdominion, andall thepeoples,werefightingagainst Jerusalemand
against all its cities, saying:

2 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Go, and speak to Zedekiah king of
Judah, and tell him, the LORD says, “Behold, I will give this city into the hand
of the king of Babylon and he will burn it with fire.

3You won’t escape out of his hand, but will surely be taken and delivered
into his hand. Your eyes will see the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he will
speak with youmouth to mouth. You will go to Babylon.” ’

4 “Yet hear the LORD’s word, O Zedekiah king of Judah. The LORD says
concerning you, ‘Youwon’t die by the sword.

5You will die in peace; and with the burnings of your fathers, the former
kings who were before you, so they will make a burning for you. They will
lament you, saying, “Ah Lord!” for I have spoken the word,’ says the LORD.”

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of
Judah in Jerusalem,

7 when the king of Babylon’s army was fighting against Jerusalem and
against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish and against
Azekah; for these alone remained of the cities of Judah as fortified cities.

8 The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after King Zedekiah had
made a covenant with all the people who were at Jerusalem, to proclaim
liberty to them,

9 that every man should let his male servant, and every man his female
servant, who is a Hebrew or a Hebrewess, go free, that no one should make
bondservants of them, of a Jew his brother.

10 All the princes and all the people obeyed who had entered into the
covenant, that everyone should lethismale servantandeveryonehis female
servant go free, that no one should make bondservants of them any more.
They obeyed and let them go,

11but afterwards they turned, andcaused the servants and thehandmaids
whom they had let go free to return, and brought them into subjection for
servants and for handmaids.

12Therefore the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
13 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Imade a covenantwith your fathers

in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, saying:

14 At the end of seven years, every man of you shall release his brother
who is a Hebrew, who has been sold to you, and has served you six years.
You shall let him go free from you. But your fathers didn’t listen to me, and
didn’t incline their ear.
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15 You had now turned, and had done that which is right in my eyes, in
every man proclaiming liberty to his neighbor. You had made a covenant
before me in the house which is called bymy name;

16 but you turned and profaned my name, and every man caused his
servant and every man his handmaid, whom you had let go free at their
pleasure, to return. You brought them into subjection, to be to you for
servants and for handmaids.’ ”

17 Therefore the LORD says: “You have not listened to me, to proclaim
liberty, every man to his brother, and every man to his neighbor. Behold,
I proclaim to you a liberty,” says the LORD, “to the sword, to the pestilence,
and to the famine. I will make you be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth.

18 I will give the men who have transgressed my covenant, who have not
performed thewordsof the covenantwhich theymadebeforemewhen they
cut the calf in two and passed between its parts:

19 the princes of Judah, the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests,
and all the people of the land, who passed between the parts of the calf.

20 I will even give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of
those who seek their life. Their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the
sky and for the animals of the earth.

21“Iwill give Zedekiahkingof Judahandhis princes into thehandsof their
enemies, into the hands of thosewho seek their life and into the hands of the
king of Babylon’s army, who has gone away from you.

22 Behold, I will command,” says the LORD, “and cause them to return to
this city. They will fight against it, take it, and burn it with fire. I will make
the cities of Judah a desolation, without inhabitant.”

35
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,
2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites, and speak to them, and bring them

into the LORD’s house, into one of the rooms, and give themwine to drink.”
3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, with

his brothers, all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites;
4 and I brought them into the LORD’s house, into the room of the sons of

Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which was by the room of the
princes, which was above the room of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the
keeper of the threshold.

5 I set before the sons of the house of theRechabites bowls full ofwine, and
cups; and I said to them, “Drink wine!”

6 But they said, “We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab,
our father, commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink nowine, neither you nor
your children, forever.

7You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, or have any; but
all yourdays you shall dwell in tents, that youmay livemanydays in the land
in which you live as nomads.’

8We have obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in
all that he commanded us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our
sons, or our daughters;
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9 and not to build houses for ourselves to dwell in. We have no vineyard,
field, or seed;

10 but we have lived in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all
that Jonadab our father commanded us.

11 But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, we
said, ‘Come! Let’s go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and
for fear of the army of the Syrians; so wewill dwell at Jerusalem.’ ”

12Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, saying,
13 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Go and tell the men of

Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Will you not receive instruction to
listen to mywords?” says the LORD.

14 “The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab that he commanded his sons,
not to drink wine, are performed; and to this day they drink none, for they
obey their father’s commandment; but I have spoken to you, rising up early
and speaking, and you have not listened to me.

15 I have sent also to you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and
sending them, saying, ‘Every one of youmust return now from his evil way,
amend your doings, and don’t go after other gods to serve them. Then you
will dwell in the landwhich I have given to you and to your fathers;’ but you
have not inclined your ear, nor listened to me.

16 The sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the command-
ment of their father which he commanded them, but this people has not
listened to me.” ’

17 “Therefore the LORD, theGod of Armies, theGod of Israel, says: ‘Behold,
I will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that
I have pronounced against them, because I have spoken to them, but they
have not heard; and I have called to them, but they have not answered.’ ”

18 Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, “The LORD of Armies, the
Godof Israel, says: ‘Because youhave obeyed the commandment of Jonadab
your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according to all that he
commanded you,’

19 therefore the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Jonadab the son
of Rechab will not lack aman to stand before me forever.’ ”

36
1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, thisword

came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2 “Take a scroll of a book, andwrite in it all thewords that I have spoken to

you against Israel, against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I
spoke to you, from the days of Josiah even to this day.

3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I intend to
do to them, that they may each return from his evil way; that I may forgive
their iniquity and their sin.”

4Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote from
the mouth of Jeremiah all the LORD’s words, which he had spoken to him,
on a scroll of a book.

5 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I am restricted. I can’t go into the
LORD’s house.

6Therefore you go, and read from the scroll which you havewritten from
mymouth, the LORD’s words, in the ears of the people in the LORD’s house
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on the fast day. Also you shall read them in the ears of all Judah who come
out of their cities.

7 It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will
each return fromhis evilway; for theLORDhaspronouncedgreat anger and
wrath against this people.”

8Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet
commandedhim, reading in thebook theLORD’swords in theLORD’shouse.

9Now in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the
ninth month, all the people in Jerusalem and all the people who came from
the cities of Judah to Jerusalem, proclaimed a fast before the LORD.

10 Then Baruch read the words of Jeremiah from the book in the LORD’s
house, in the room of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper
court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house, in the ears of all the
people.

11WhenMicaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out
of the book all the LORD’s words,

12he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s room; and behold,
all the princes were sitting there, Elishama the scribe, Delaiah the son
of Shemaiah, Elnathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan,
Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.

13 Then Micaiah declared to them all the words that he had heard, when
Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in your hand the scroll
in which you have read in the ears of the people, and come.”
So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand, and came to them.
15They said to him, “Sit down now, and read it in our hearing.”
So Baruch read it in their hearing.
16Nowwhen they had heard all thewords, they turned in fear one toward

another, and said to Baruch, “Wewill surely tell the king of all these words.”
17 They asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now, how did you write all these

words at his mouth?”
18 Then Baruch answered them, “He dictated all these words to me with

his mouth, and I wrote themwith ink in the book.”
19 Then the princes said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah go hide. Don’t let

anyone knowwhere you are.”
20Theywent in to the king into the court, but they had laid up the scroll in

the room of Elishama the scribe. Then they told all the words in the hearing
of the king.

21 So the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it out of the room
of Elishama the scribe. Jehudi read it in the hearing of the king, and in the
hearing of all the princes who stood beside the king.

22Now the king was sitting in the winter house in the ninth month, and
there was a fire in the brazier burning before him.

23When Jehudi had read three or four columns, the king cut it with the
penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the scroll
was consumed in the fire that was in the brazier.

24 The king and his servants who heard all these words were not afraid,
and didn’t tear their garments.
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25Moreover Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession
to the king that hewouldnot burn the scroll; but hewouldnot listen to them.

26 The king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s son, and Seraiah the son of
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to arrest Baruch the scribe and
Jeremiah the prophet; but the LORD hid them.

27Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah, after the king had burned the
scroll, and the words which Baruchwrote at themouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28“Takeagainanother scroll, andwrite in it all the formerwords thatwere
in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned.

29Concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, ‘The LORD says: “You
have burned this scroll, saying, ‘Why have youwritten therein, saying, “The
king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and will cause to
cease from thereman and animal”?’ ”

30Therefore the LORD says concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: “He will
have no one to sit on David’s throne. His dead body will be cast out in the
day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.

31 I will punish him, his offspring, and his servants for their iniquity. I will
bring on them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on themen of Judah, all
the evil that I have pronounced against them, but they didn’t listen.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the
son of Neriah, who wrote therein from themouth of Jeremiah all the words
of the bookwhich Jehoiakimking of Judah had burned in the fire; andmany
similar words were added to them.

37
1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned as king instead of Coniah the son of

Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land
of Judah.

2But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, listened to the
LORD’s words, which he spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.

3 Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the
son of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “Pray now to
the LORD our God for us.”

4Now Jeremiah came in andwent out among the people, for they had not
put him into prison.

5 Pharaoh’s army had come out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans
who were besieging Jerusalem heard news of them, they withdrew from
Jerusalem.

6Then the LORD’s word came to the prophet Jeremiah, saying,
7 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘You shall tell the king of Judah, who

sent you to me to inquire of me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which has come
out to help you, will return to Egypt into their own land.

8The Chaldeans will come again, and fight against this city. Theywill take
it and burn it with fire.” ’

9 “The LORD says, ‘Don’t deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will
surely depart from us;” for they will not depart.

10 For though you had struck the whole army of the Chaldeans who fight
against you, and only wounded men remained among them, they would
each rise up in his tent and burn this city with fire.’ ”
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11 When the army of the Chaldeans had withdrawn from Jerusalem for
fear of Pharaoh’s army,

12 then Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to
receive his portion there, in themiddle of the people.

13Whenhewas inBenjamin’sgate, a captainof theguardwas there,whose
name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he seized
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are defecting to the Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, “That is false! I am not defecting to the Chaldeans.”
But he didn’t listen to him; so Irijah seized Jeremiah, and brought him to

the princes.
15The princes were angry with Jeremiah, and struck him, and put him in

prison in thehouseof Jonathan the scribe; for theyhadmade that theprison.
16When Jeremiahhad come into thedungeonhouse and into the cells, and

Jeremiah had remained there many days,
17 then Zedekiah the king sent and had him brought out. The king asked

him secretly in his house, “Is there any word from the LORD?”
Jeremiah said, “There is.” Healso said, “Youwill bedelivered into thehand

of the king of Babylon.”
18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “How have I sinned against

you, against your servants, or against this people, that you have put me in
prison?

19Nowwhere are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king
of Babylon will not come against you, nor against this land’?

20 Now please hear, my lord the king: please let my supplication be
presented before you, that you not cause me to return to the house of
Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.”

21ThenZedekiah the king commanded, and they committed Jeremiah into
the court of the guard. They gave him daily a loaf of bread out of the bakers’
street, until all the bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah remained in
the court of the guard.

38
1 Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, Jucal the

son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchijah heard the words that
Jeremiah spoke to all the people, saying,

2 “The LORD says, ‘Hewho remains in this citywill die by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence, but hewho goes out to the Chaldeanswill live.
He will escape with his life and he will live.’

3 The LORD says, ‘This city will surely be given into the hand of the army
of the king of Babylon, and he will take it.’ ”

4 Then the princes said to the king, “Please let this man be put to death,
because he weakens the hands of the men of war who remain in this city,
and thehands of all the people, in speaking suchwords to them; for thisman
doesn’t seek the welfare of this people, but harm.”

5Zedekiah the king said, “Behold, he is in your hand; for the king can’t do
anything to oppose you.”

6 Then they took Jeremiah and threw him into the dungeon of Malchijah
the king’s son, that was in the court of the guard. They let down Jeremiah
with cords. In the dungeon therewas nowater, butmire; and Jeremiah sank
in themire.
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7Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, who was in the king’s
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon (the king was then
sitting in Benjamin’s gate),

8Ebedmelech went out of the king’s house, and spoke to the king, saying,
9 “My lord the king, thesemen have done evil in all that they have done to

Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon. He is likely
to die in the place where he is, because of the famine; for there is no more
bread in the city.”

10 Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take
from here thirty menwith you, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the
dungeon, before he dies.”

11 So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the
king under the treasury, and took from there rags and worn-out garments,
and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

12 Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Now put these rags and
worn-out garments under your armpits under the cords.”
Jeremiah did so.
13 So they lifted Jeremiah up with the cords, and took him up out of the

dungeon; and Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard.
14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and took Jeremiah the prophet to himself

into the third entry that is in the LORD’s house. Then the king said to
Jeremiah, “I will ask you something. Hide nothing fromme.”

15Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to you,will younot surely
put me to death? If I give you counsel, you will not listen to me.”

16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD
lives, whomade our souls, I will not put you to death, neither will I give you
into the hand of these menwho seek your life.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “The LORD, the God of Armies, the God
of Israel, says: ‘If you will go out to the king of Babylon’s princes, then your
soul will live, and this city will not be burned with fire. You will live, along
with your house.

18But if you will not go out to the king of Babylon’s princes, then this city
will be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they will burn it with fire,
and you won’t escape out of their hand.’ ”

19 Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have
defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they
mockme.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They won’t deliver you. Obey, I beg you, the LORD’s
voice, in that which I speak to you; so it will be well with you, and your soul
will live.

21But if you refuse to go out, this is theword that the LORDhas shownme:
22 ‘Behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah’s house will be

brought out to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those womenwill say,
“Your familiar friends have turned on you,

and have prevailed over you.
Your feet are sunk in themire,

they have turned away from you.”
23 They will bring out all your wives and your children to the Chaldeans.

Youwon’t escape out of their hand, but will be taken by the hand of the king
of Babylon. You will cause this city to be burned with fire.’ ”
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24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let noman know of these words, and
you won’t die.

25But if the princes hear that I have talkedwith you, and they come to you,
and tell you, ‘Declare to us nowwhat you have said to the king; don’t hide it
from us, and we will not put you to death; also tell us what the king said to
you;’

26 then you shall tell them, ‘I presented my supplication before the king,
that he would not causeme to return to Jonathan’s house, to die there.’ ”

27Then all the princes came to Jeremiah, and asked him; and he told them
according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they stopped
speaking with him, for thematter was not perceived.

28So Jeremiah stayed in the court of the guard until the day that Jerusalem
was taken.

39
1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Neb-

uchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem, and
besieged it.

2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of
themonth, a breach wasmade in the city.

3All the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in themiddle gate:
Nergal Sharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim the Rabsaris, Nergal Sharezer the
Rabmag, with all the rest of the princes of the king of Babylon.

4When Zedekiah the king of Judah and all themen of war saw them, then
they fled and went out of the city by night, by the way of the king’s garden,
through the gate between the twowalls; andhewent out toward theArabah.

5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them, and overtook Zedekiah in
the plains of Jericho. When they had taken him, they brought him up to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; and he
pronounced judgment on him.

6Then the king of Babylon killed Zedekiah’s sons in Riblah before his eyes.
The king of Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah.

7Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes and bound him in fetters, to carry
him to Babylon.

8The Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the people’s houseswith fire
and broke down the walls of Jerusalem.

9 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive into
Babylon the rest of the people who remained in the city, the deserters also
who fell away to him, and the rest of the people who remained.

10But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people,
who had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields
at the same time.

11 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon commanded Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard concerning Jeremiah, saying,

12 “Take him and take care of him. Do him no harm; but do to him even as
he tells you.”

13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, Nebushazban, Rabsaris, and
Nergal Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the chief officers of the king of Babylon

14sent and took Jeremiahout of the court of the guard, and committedhim
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should bring him
home. So he lived among the people.
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15 Now the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the
court of the guard, saying,

16 “Go, and speak to Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, ‘The LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Behold, I will bring my words on this city
for evil, and not for good; and they will be accomplished before you in that
day.

17 But I will deliver you in that day,” says the LORD; “and you will not be
given into the hand of themen of whom you are afraid.

18 For I will surely save you. You won’t fall by the sword, but you will
escape with your life, because you have put your trust in me,” says the
LORD.’ ”

40
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after Nebuzaradan

the captain of the guard had let him go fromRamah,when he had taken him
being bound in chains among all the captives of Jerusalem and Judah who
were carried away captive to Babylon.

2The captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him, “The LORD your
God pronounced this evil on this place;

3 and the LORD has brought it, and done according as he spoke. Because
you have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore
this thing has come on you.

4Now, behold, I releaseyou today fromthechainswhichareonyourhand.
If it seems good to you to come with me into Babylon, come, and I will take
care of you; but if it seems bad to you to come with me into Babylon, don’t.
Behold, all the land is before you. Where it seems good and right to you to
go, go there.”

5Nowwhile hehadnot yet goneback, “Goback then,”he said, “toGedaliah
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hasmade
governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people; or
go wherever it seems right to you to go.”
So the captain of the guard gave him food and a present, and let him go.
6Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam toMizpah, and lived

with him among the people whowere left in the land.
7Nowwhen all the captains of the forceswhowere in the fields, even they

and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son
of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed to him men, women,
children, and of the poorest of the land, of thosewhowere not carried away
captive to Babylon,

8 then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons
of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah.

9 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan swore to them and to
theirmen, saying, “Don’t be afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land,
and serve the king of Babylon, and it will be well with you.

10As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah, to stand before the Chaldeans
who will come to us; but you, gather wine and summer fruits and oil, and
put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that you have taken.”
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11Likewise when all the Jews whowere inMoab, and among the children
of Ammon, and in Edom, and who were in all the countries, heard that the
king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,

12 then all the Jews returned out of all places where theywere driven, and
came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, to Mizpah, and gathered very much
wine and summer fruits.

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
whowere in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,

14 and said to him, “Do you know that Baalis the king of the children of
Ammon has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take your life?”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam didn’t believe them.
15 Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly,

saying, “Please let me go, and I will kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
nomanwill know it. Why should he take your life, that all the Jews who are
gathered to you should be scattered, and the remnant of Judah perish?”

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You
shall not do this thing, for you speak falsely of Ishmael.”

41
1 Now in the seventh month, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of

Elishama, of the royal offspring and one of the chief officers of the king, and
tenmenwith him, came to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam toMizpah; and there
they ate bread together in Mizpah.

2Then Ishmael the sonofNethaniaharose, and the tenmenwhowerewith
him, and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the
sword and killed him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over
the land.

3 Ishmael also killed all the Jews who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and
the Chaldeanmen of war whowere found there.

4The second day after he had killed Gedaliah, and noman knew it,
5men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even eighty

men, having their beards shaved and their clothes torn, and having cut
themselves, with meal offerings and frankincense in their hand, to bring
them to the LORD’s house.

6 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them,
weeping all along as he went, and as he met them, he said to them, “Come
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.”

7 It was so, when they came into the middle of the city, that Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah killed them, and cast them into the middle of the pit, he,
and themenwhowere with him.

8But tenmenwere found among thosewho said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill us;
forwe have stores hidden in the field, ofwheat, and of barley, and of oil, and
of honey.”
So he stopped, and didn’t kill them among their brothers.
9Now the pit in which Ishmael cast all the dead bodies of the men whom

he had killed, by the side of Gedaliah (this was that which Asa the king had
made for fear of Baasha king of Israel), Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled
it with those whowere killed.

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive all of the people who were left in
Mizpah, even the king’s daughters, and all the people who remained in
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Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had committed to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them
away captive, and departed to go over to the children of Ammon.

11But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
who were with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah
had done,

12 then they took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, and found him by the great waters that are in Gibeon.

13Now when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, then they
were glad.

14 So all the people who Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah
turned about and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah.

15But Ishmael the sonofNethaniahescaped fromJohananwith eightmen,
and went to the children of Ammon.

16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces
who were with him took all the remnant of the people whom he had
recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after he had
killed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—the men of war, with the women, the
children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon.

17They departed and lived in Geruth Chimham,which is by Bethlehem, to
go to enter into Egypt

18because of theChaldeans; for theywere afraid of them, because Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king
of Babylonmade governor over the land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and

Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least even to the
greatest, came near,

2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Please let our supplication be pre-
sented before you, and pray for us to the LORD your God, even for all this
remnant, for we are left but a few of many, as your eyes see us,

3 that the LORD your Godmay show us the way in which we should walk,
and the things that we should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard you. Behold, Iwill
pray to the LORD your God according to yourwords; and it will happen that
whatever thing the LORD answers you, I will declare it to you. I will keep
nothing back from you.”

5Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the LORDbe a true and faithfulwitness
amongus, ifwedon’t do according to all thewordwithwhich theLORDyour
God sends you to tell us.

6 Whether it is good, or whether it is bad, we will obey the voice of the
LORD our God, to whomwe send you; that it may be well with us, when we
obey the voice of the LORD our God.”

7After ten days, the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah.
8 Then he called Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the

forces who were with him, and all the people from the least even to the
greatest,
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9 and said to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to
present your supplication before him, says:

10 ‘If you will still live in this land, then I will build you, and not pull you
down, and Iwill plant you, andnotpluckyouup; for I grieveover thedistress
that I have brought on you.

11Don’t be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid. Don’t be
afraid of him,’ says the LORD, ‘for I am with you to save you, and to deliver
you from his hand.

12 I will grant youmercy, that hemay havemercy on you, and cause you to
return to your own land.

13 “ ‘But if you say, “Wewill not dwell in this land,” so that you don’t obey
the LORD your God’s voice,

14 saying, “No, but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we will see no
war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and there
wewill dwell;” ’

15 now therefore hear the LORD’s word, O remnant of Judah! The LORD
of Armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘If you indeed set your faces to enter into
Egypt, and go to live there,

16 then it will happen that the sword, which you fear, will overtake you
there in the land of Egypt; and the famine, about which you are afraid, will
follow close behind you there in Egypt; and you will die there.

17 So will it be with all the men who set their faces to go into Egypt to live
there. Theywill die by the sword, by the famine, andby the pestilence. None
of themwill remain or escape from the evil that I will bring on them.’

18 For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘As my anger and my
wrath has been poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath
will be poured out on you, when you enter into Egypt; and you will be an
object of horror, an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach; and you will see
this place nomore.’

19 “The LORDhas spoken concerning you, remnant of Judah, ‘Don’t go into
Egypt!’ Know certainly that I have testified to you today.

20For youhavedealt deceitfully against your own souls; for you sentme to
the LORD your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD our God; and according
to all that the LORD our God says, so declare to us, and wewill do it.’

21 I have declared it to you today; but you have not obeyed the LORD your
God’s voice in anything for which he has sent me to you.

22 Now therefore know certainly that you will die by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence in the place where you desire to go to live.”

43
1When Jeremiah had finished speaking to all the people all the words of

the LORD their God, with which the LORD their God had sent him to them,
even all these words,

2 then Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the
proudmen spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak falsely. The LORD our God
has not sent you to say, ‘You shall not go into Egypt to live there;’

3but Baruch the son of Neriah has turned you against us, to deliver us into
the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may put us to death or carry us away
captive to Babylon.”
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4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all
the people, didn’t obey the LORD’s voice, to dwell in the land of Judah.

5But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces took all
the remnantof Judah,whohadreturned fromall thenationswhere theyhad
been driven, to live in the land of Judah—

6 themen, thewomen, thechildren, theking’sdaughters, andeveryperson
whoNebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan; and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son
of Neriah.

7They came into the land of Egypt, for they didn’t obey the LORD’s voice;
and they came to Tahpanhes.

8Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,
9 “Take great stones in your hand and hide them in mortar in the brick

work which is at the entry of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of
themen of Judah.

10 Tell them, the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Behold, I will
send and takeNebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,my servant, andwill set
his throne on these stones that I have hidden; and he will spread his royal
pavilion over them.

11Hewill come, andwill strike the land of Egypt; such as are for deathwill
be put to death, and such as are for captivity to captivity, and such as are for
the sword to the sword.

12 I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt. He will burn them,
and carry them away captive. He will array himself with the land of Egypt,
as a shepherd puts on his garment; and he will go out from there in peace.

13Hewill alsobreak thepillars ofBeth Shemesh that is in the landofEgypt;
and he will burn the houses of the gods of Egypt with fire.’ ”

44
1Theword that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jewswho lived in the

land of Egypt, who lived at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Memphis, and
in the country of Pathros, saying,

2 “The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘You have seen all the evil
that Ihavebroughton Jerusalem, andonall the citiesof Judah. Behold, today
they are a desolation, and noman dwells in them,

3because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me
to anger, in that they went to burn incense, to serve other gods that they
didn’t know, neither they, nor you, nor your fathers.

4However I sent to you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and
sending them, saying, “Oh, don’t do this abominable thing that I hate.”

5But they didn’t listen and didn’t incline their ear. They didn’t turn from
their wickedness, to stop burning incense to other gods.

6 Therefore my wrath and my anger was poured out, and was kindled in
the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and
desolate, as it is today.’

7 “Therefore now the LORD, the God of Armies, the God of Israel, says:
‘Why do you commit great evil against your own souls, to cut off from
yourselves man and woman, infant and nursing child out of the middle of
Judah, to leave yourselves no one remaining,
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8 in that you provoke me to anger with the works of your hands, burning
incense to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have gone to live, that
you may be cut off, and that you may be a curse and a reproach among all
the nations of the earth?

9Have you forgotten thewickedness of your fathers, thewickedness of the
kings of Judah, thewickedness of theirwives, your ownwickedness, and the
wickedness of yourwives which they committed in the land of Judah and in
the streets of Jerusalem?

10 They are not humbled even to this day, neither have they feared, nor
walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set before you and before your
fathers.’

11 “Therefore the LORDofArmies, theGod of Israel, says: ‘Behold, Iwill set
my face against you for evil, even to cut off all Judah.

12 I will take the remnant of Judah that have set their faces to go into the
landof Egypt to live there, and theywill all be consumed. Theywill fall in the
land of Egypt. Theywill be consumed by the sword and by the famine. They
will die, from the least even to the greatest, by the sword and by the famine.
They will be an object of horror, an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach.

13For Iwill punish thosewhodwell in the landofEgypt, as I havepunished
Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence;

14 so that none of the remnant of Judah, who have gone into the land of
Egypt to live there, will escape or be left to return into the land of Judah,
to which they have a desire to return to dwell there; for no one will return
except those whowill escape.’ ”

15 Then all the men who knew that their wives burned incense to other
gods, and all the womenwho stood by, a great assembly, even all the people
who lived in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying,

16 “As for theword that you have spoken to us in the LORD’s name, wewill
not listen to you.

17 But we will certainly perform every word that has gone out of our
mouth, to burn incense to the queen of the sky and to pour out drink
offerings to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our
princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; for then we
had plenty of food, and were well, and saw no evil.

18 But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of the sky, and
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked all things, and have been
consumed by the sword and by the famine.”

19Thewomen said, “Whenwe burned incense to the queen of the sky and
poured out drink offerings to her, didwemake her cakes toworship her, and
pour out drink offerings to her, without our husbands?”

20Then Jeremiah said to all thepeople—to themenand to thewomen, even
to all the people who had given him an answer, saying,

21 “The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah, and in the streets
of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the
people of the land, didn’t the LORD remember them, and didn’t it come into
his mind?

22Thus theLORDcouldno longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings
and because of the abominations which you have committed. Therefore
your land has become a desolation, an astonishment, and a curse, without
inhabitant, as it is today.
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23Because you have burned incense and because you have sinned against
the LORD, and have not obeyed the LORD’s voice, nor walked in his law, nor
in his statutes, nor in his testimonies; therefore this evil has happened to
you, as it is today.”

24 Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people, including all the women,
“Hear the LORD’s word, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt!

25 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘You and your wives have
both spokenwith yourmouths, andwith your hands have fulfilled it, saying,
“Wewill surelyperformourvows thatwehavevowed, toburn incense to the
queen of the sky, and to pour out drink offerings to her.”

“ ‘Establish then your vows, and perform your vows.’
26 “Therefore hear the LORD’s word, all Judah who dwell in the land of

Egypt: ‘Behold, I have sworn by my great name,’ says the LORD, ‘that my
name will no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the
land of Egypt, saying, “As the Lord GOD lives.”

27Behold, I watch over them for evil, and not for good; and all the men of
Judah who are in the land of Egypt will be consumed by the sword and by
the famine, until they are all gone.

28Thosewho escape the swordwill return out of the land of Egypt into the
land of Judah few in number. All the remnant of Judah, who have gone into
the land of Egypt to live there, will know whose word will stand, mine or
theirs.

29 “ ‘This will be the sign to you,’ says the LORD, ‘that I will punish you in
this place, that you may know that my words will surely stand against you
for evil.’

30 The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into
the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, just
as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, whowas his enemy and sought his life.’ ”

45
1 The message that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of

Neriah, when he wrote these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,

2 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says to you, Baruch:
3 ‘You said, “Woe isme now! For the LORD has added sorrow tomy pain! I

amweary withmy groaning, and I find no rest.” ’
4 “You shall tell him, the LORD says: ‘Behold, that which I have built, I will

break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up; and this in the
whole land.

5Do you seek great things for yourself? Don’t seek them; for, behold, I will
bring evil on all flesh,’ says the LORD, ‘but I will let you escapewith your life
wherever you go.’ ”

46
1 The LORD’s word which came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the

nations.
2Of Egypt: concerning the army of Pharaoh Necoh king of Egypt, which

was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon struck in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah.
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3 “Prepare the buckler and shield,
and draw near to battle!

4Harness the horses, and get up, you horsemen,
and stand upwith your helmets.

Polish the spears,
put on the coats of mail.

5Why have I seen it?
They are dismayed and are turned backward.

Their mighty ones are beaten down,
have fled in haste,
and don’t look back.

Terror is on every side,”
says the LORD.

6 “Don’t let the swift flee away,
nor themighty man escape.

In the north by the river Euphrates
they have stumbled and fallen.

7 “Who is this who rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge?

8Egypt rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge.

He says, ‘I will rise up. I will cover the earth.
I will destroy cities and its inhabitants.’

9Go up, you horses!
Rage, you chariots!

Let themighty men go out:
Cush and Put, who handle the shield;
and the Ludim, who handle and bend the bow.

10For that day is of the Lord, GOD of Armies,
a day of vengeance,
that hemay avenge himself of his adversaries.

The sword will devour and be satiated,
and will drink its fill of their blood;
for the Lord, GOD* of Armies, has a sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates.

11Go up into Gilead, and take balm, virgin daughter of Egypt.
You usemanymedicines in vain.
There is no healing for you.

12The nations have heard of your shame,
and the earth is full of your cry;
for themighty man has stumbled against themighty,
they both fall together.”

13 The word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet, how that
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon should come and strike the land of Egypt:
14 “Declare in Egypt,

publish inMigdol,
and publish inMemphis and in Tahpanhes;

say, ‘Stand up, and prepare,
* 46:10 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD” is the translationofGod’sProper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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for the sword has devoured around you.’
15Why are your strong ones swept away?

They didn’t stand, because the LORD pushed them.
16Hemademany to stumble.

Yes, they fell on one another.
They said, ‘Arise! Let’s go again to our own people,

and to the land of our birth,
from the oppressing sword.’

17They cried there, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise;
he has let the appointed time pass by.’

18 “As I live,” says the King,
whose name is the LORD of Armies,

“surely like Tabor among themountains,
and like Carmel by the sea,
so he will come.

19You daughter who dwells in Egypt,
furnish yourself to go into captivity;

for Memphis will become a desolation,
and will be burned up,
without inhabitant.

20 “Egypt is a very beautiful heifer;
but destruction out of the north has come.
It has come.

21Also her hiredmen in themiddle of her are like calves of the stall,
for they also are turned back.
They have fled away together.

They didn’t stand,
for the day of their calamity has come on them,
the time of their visitation.

22 Its soundwill go like the serpent,
for they will march with an army,
and come against her with axes, as wood cutters.

23They will cut down her forest,” says the LORD,
“though it can’t be searched;

because they aremore than the locusts,
and are innumerable.

24The daughter of Egypt will be disappointed;
she will be delivered into the hand of the people of the north.”

25TheLORDofArmies, theGodof Israel, says: “Behold, Iwill punishAmon
of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with her gods and her kings, even Pharaoh,
and those who trust in him.

26 I will deliver them into the hand of those who seek their lives, and
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of his
servants. Afterwards it will be inhabited, as in the days of old,” says the
LORD.
27 “But don’t you be afraid, Jacobmy servant.

Don’t be dismayed, Israel;
for, behold, I will save you from afar,

and your offspring from the land of their captivity.
Jacob will return,
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andwill be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

28Don’t be afraid, O Jacobmy servant,” says the LORD,
“for I amwith you;
for I will make a full end of all the nations where I have driven you,

but I will not make a full end of you,
but I will correct you inmeasure,
and will in no way leave you unpunished.”

47
1 The LORD’s word that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the

Philistines, before Pharaoh struck Gaza.
2The LORD says:

“Behold, waters rise up out of the north,
and will become an overflowing stream,

and will overflow the land and all that is therein,
the city and those who dwell therein.

Themenwill cry,
and all the inhabitants of the land will wail.

3At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong ones,
at the rushing of his chariots,
at the rumbling of his wheels,

the fathers don’t look back for their children
because their hands are so feeble,

4because of the day that comes to destroy all the Philistines,
to cut off from Tyre and Sidon every helper who remains;

for the LORDwill destroy the Philistines,
the remnant of the isle of Caphtor.

5Baldness has come on Gaza;
Ashkelon is brought to nothing.

You remnant of their valley,
how long will you cut yourself?

6 “ ‘You sword of the LORD, how long will it be before you are quiet?
Put yourself back into your scabbard;
rest, and be still.’

7 “How can you be quiet,
since the LORD has given you a command?

Against Ashkelon, and against the seashore,
there he has appointed it.”

48
1OfMoab. The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says:

“Woe to Nebo!
For it is laid waste.

Kiriathaim is disappointed.
It is taken.

Misgab* is put to shame
and broken down.

2The praise of Moab is nomore.
* 48:1 or, The stronghold
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In Heshbon they have devised evil against her:
‘Come! Let’s cut her off from being a nation.’

You also, Madmen, will be brought to silence.
The sword will pursue you.

3The sound of a cry fromHoronaim,
desolation and great destruction!

4Moab is destroyed.
Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard.

5For they will go up by the ascent of Luhith with continual weeping.
For at the descent of Horonaim they have heard the distress of the cry
of destruction.

6Flee! Save your lives!
Be like the juniper bush in the wilderness.

7For, because you have trusted in your works and in your treasures,
you also will be taken.

Chemosh will go out into captivity,
his priests and his princes together.

8The destroyer will come on every city,
and no city will escape;

the valley also will perish,
and the plain will be destroyed, as the LORD has spoken.

9Give wings to Moab,
that shemay fly and get herself away:

and her cities will become a desolation,
without anyone to dwell in them.

10 “Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD negligently;
and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.

11 “Moab has been at ease from his youth,
and he has settled on his dregs,

and has not been emptied from vessel to vessel,
neither has he gone into captivity;

therefore his taste remains in him,
and his scent is not changed.

12Therefore behold, the days come,” says the LORD,
“that I will send to him those who pour off,

and they will pour him off;
and they will empty his vessels,
and break their containers in pieces.

13Moabwill be ashamed of Chemosh,
as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How do you say, ‘We aremighty men,
and valiant men for the war’?

15Moab is laid waste,
and they have gone up into his cities,
and his chosen youngmen have gone down to the slaughter,”
says the King, whose name is the LORD of Armies.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near to come,
and his affliction hurries fast.

17All you who are around him, bemoan him;
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and all you who know his name, say,
‘How the strong staff is broken,

the beautiful rod!’
18 “You daughter who dwells in Dibon,

come down from your glory,
and sit in thirst;

for the destroyer of Moab has come up against you.
He has destroyed your strongholds.

19 Inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way andwatch.
Ask himwho flees, and her who escapes;
say, ‘What has been done?’

20Moab is disappointed;
for it is broken down.

Wail and cry!
Tell it by the Arnon, that Moab is laid waste.

21 Judgment has come on the plain country—
on Holon, on Jahzah, onMephaath,
22on Dibon, on Nebo, on Beth Diblathaim,
23on Kiriathaim, on Beth Gamul, on BethMeon,
24on Kerioth, on Bozrah,
and on all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near.

25The horn of Moab is cut off,
and his arm is broken,” says the LORD.

26 “Make him drunk,
for hemagnified himself against the LORD.

Moabwill wallow in his vomit,
and he also will be in derision.

27For wasn’t Israel a derision to you?
Was he found among thieves?

For as often as you speak of him,
you shake your head.

28You inhabitants of Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in the rock.
Be like the dove that makes her nest over themouth of the abyss.

29 “We have heard of the pride of Moab.
He is very proud in his loftiness, his pride,
his arrogance, and the arrogance of his heart.

30 I know his wrath,” says the LORD, “that it is nothing;
his boastings have done nothing.

31Therefore I will wail for Moab.
Yes, I will cry out for all Moab.
They will mourn for themen of Kir Heres.

32Withmore than the weeping of Jazer
I will weep for you, vine of Sibmah.

Your branches passed over the sea.
They reached even to the sea of Jazer.

The destroyer has fallen on your summer fruits
and on your vintage.

33Gladness and joy is taken away from the fruitful field
and from the land of Moab.
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I have caused wine to cease from the wine presses.
No one will tread with shouting.
The shouting will be no shouting.

34From the cry of Heshbon even to Elealeh,
even to Jahaz they have uttered their voice,
from Zoar even to Horonaim, to Eglath Shelishiyah;
for the waters of Nimrimwill also become desolate.

35Moreover I will cause to cease inMoab,” says the LORD,
“himwho offers in the high place,
and himwho burns incense to his gods.

36Therefore my heart sounds for Moab like flutes,
andmy heart sounds like flutes for themen of Kir Heres.
Therefore the abundance that he has gotten has perished.

37For every head is bald,
and every beard clipped.

There are cuttings on all the hands,
and sackcloth on the waist.

38On all the housetops of Moab,
and in its streets, there is lamentation everywhere;
for I have brokenMoab like a vessel in which no one delights,” says the
LORD.

39 “How it is broken down!
How they wail!

HowMoab has turned the back with shame!
So will Moab become a derision
and a terror to all who are around him.”

40For the LORD says: “Behold, he will fly as an eagle,
and will spread out his wings against Moab.

41Kerioth is taken,
and the strongholds are seized.

The heart of themighty men of Moab at that day
will be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.

42Moabwill be destroyed from being a people,
because he has magnified himself against the LORD.

43Terror, the pit, and the snare are on you,
inhabitant of Moab,” says the LORD.

44 “Hewho flees from the terror will fall into the pit;
and he who gets up out of the pit will be taken in the snare,

for I will bring on him, even onMoab,
the year of their visitation,” says the LORD.

45 “Those who fled stand without strength under the shadow of Heshbon;
for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
and a flame from themiddle of Sihon,

and has devoured the corner of Moab,
and the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones.

46Woe to you, OMoab!
The people of Chemosh are undone;

for your sons are taken away captive,
and your daughters into captivity.

47 “Yet I will reverse the captivity of Moab in the latter days,”
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says the LORD.
Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

49
1Of the children of Ammon. The LORD says:

“Has Israel no sons?
Has he no heir?

Why then does Malcam possess Gad,
and his people dwell in its cities?

2Therefore behold, the days come,”
says the LORD,

“that I will cause an alarmofwar to be heard against Rabbah of the children
of Ammon,

and it will become a desolate heap,
and her daughters will be burned with fire;

then Israel will possess those who possessed him,”
says the LORD.

3 “Wail, Heshbon, for Ai is laid waste!
Cry, you daughters of Rabbah!

Clothe yourself in sackcloth.
Lament, and run back and forth among the fences;

for Malcamwill go into captivity,
his priests and his princes together.

4Why do you boast in the valleys,
your flowing valley, backsliding daughter?

You trusted in her treasures,
saying, ‘Whowill come tome?’

5Behold, I will bring a terror on you,”
says the Lord, GOD of Armies,

“from all who are around you.
All of you will be driven completely out,
and there will be no one to gather together the fugitives.

6 “But afterward I will reverse the captivity of the children of Ammon,”
says the LORD.

7Of Edom, the LORD of Armies says:
“Is wisdom nomore in Teman?

Has counsel perished from the prudent?
Has their wisdom vanished?

8Flee! Turn back!
Dwell in the depths, inhabitants of Dedan;
for I will bring the calamity of Esau on himwhen I visit him.

9 If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave some gleaning grapes?

If thieves came by night,
wouldn’t they steal until they had enough?

10But I havemade Esau bare,
I have uncovered his secret places,
and he will not be able to hide himself.

His offspring is destroyed,
with his brothers and his neighbors;
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and he is nomore.
11Leave your fatherless children.

I will preserve them alive.
Let your widows trust in me.”

12For theLORDsays: “Behold, they towhomitdidn’t pertain todrinkof the
cupwill certainly drink; and are you hewhowill altogether go unpunished?
You won’t go unpunished, but you will surely drink.

13For I have swornbymyself,” says theLORD, “that Bozrahwill becomean
astonishment, a reproach, awaste, andacurse. All its citieswill beperpetual
wastes.”
14 I have heard news from the LORD,

and an ambassador is sent among the nations,
saying, “Gather yourselves together!

Come against her!
Rise up to the battle!”

15 “For, behold, I havemade you small among the nations,
and despised amongmen.

16As for your terror,
the pride of your heart has deceived you,

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
who hold the height of the hill,

though you shouldmake your nest as high as the eagle,
I will bring you down from there,” says the LORD.

17 “Edomwill become an astonishment.
Everyone who passes by it will be astonished,
and will hiss at all its plagues.

18As in the overthrow of SodomandGomorrah and its neighbor cities,” says
the LORD,

“nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live therein.

19 “Behold, he will come up like a lion from the pride of the Jordan against
the strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run away from it,
and whoever is chosen,

I will appoint him over it.
For who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd whowill stand before me?”

20Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD, that he has taken against Edom,
andhispurposes thathehaspurposedagainst the inhabitants ofTeman:

Surely they will drag them away,
the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation desolate over them.

21The earth trembles at the noise of their fall;
there is a cry, the noise which is heard in the Red Sea.

22Behold, he will come up and fly as the eagle,
and spread out his wings against Bozrah.
The heart of the mighty men of Edom at that day will be as the heart of
a woman in her pangs.
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23Of Damascus:
“Hamath and Arpad are confounded,

for they have heard evil news.
They havemelted away.

There is sorrow on the sea.
It can’t be quiet.

24Damascus has grown feeble,
she turns herself to flee,
and trembling has seized her.

Anguish and sorrows have taken hold of her,
as of a woman in travail.

25How is the city of praise not forsaken,
the city of my joy?

26Therefore her youngmenwill fall in her streets,
and all the men of war will be brought to silence in that day,”
says the LORD of Armies.

27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus,
and it will devour the palaces of Ben Hadad.”

28Of Kedar, and of the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon struck, The LORD says:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
and destroy the children of the east.

29They will take their tents and their flocks.
they will carry away for themselves their curtains,
all their vessels, and their camels;
and they will cry to them, ‘Terror on every side!’

30Flee!
Wander far off!

Dwell in the depths, you inhabitants of Hazor,” says the LORD;
“for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken counsel against you,
and has conceived a purpose against you.

31Arise! Go up to a nation that is at ease,
that dwells without care,” says the LORD;
“that has neither gates nor bars,
that dwells alone.

32Their camels will be a booty,
and themultitude of their livestock a plunder.

I will scatter to all winds those who have the corners of their beards cut off;
and I will bring their calamity from every side of them,”
says the LORD.

33Hazor will be a dwelling place of jackals,
a desolation forever.

Nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live therein.”

34 The LORD’s word that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning Elam,
in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying,

35 “The LORD of Armies says:
‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam,

the chief of their might.
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36 I will bring on Elam the four winds from the four quarters of the sky,
and will scatter them toward all those winds.
There will be no nation where the outcasts of Elamwill not come.

37 I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies,
and before those who seek their life.

I will bring evil on them, evenmy fierce anger,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will send the sword after them,
until I have consumed them.

38 I will set my throne in Elam,
and will destroy from there king and princes,’ says the LORD.

39 ‘But it will happen in the latter days
that I will reverse the captivity of Elam,’ says the LORD.”

50
1Theword that the LORD spoke concerning Babylon, concerning the land

of the Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet.
2 “Declare among the nations and publish,

and set up a standard;
publish, and don’t conceal;

say, ‘Babylon has been taken,
Bel is disappointed,
Merodach is dismayed!

Her images are disappointed.
Her idols are dismayed.’

3For a nation comes up out of the north against her,
which will make her land desolate,
and no one will dwell in it.

They have fled.
They are gone,
bothman and animal.

4 “In those days, and in that time,” says the LORD,
“the children of Israel will come,
they and the children of Judah together;

they will go on their way weeping,
and will seek the LORD their God.

5They will inquire concerning Zion with their faces turned toward it,
saying, ‘Come, and join yourselves to the LORD in an everlasting
covenant

that will not be forgotten.’
6My people have been lost sheep.

Their shepherds have caused them to go astray.
They have turned them away on themountains.

They have gone frommountain to hill.
They have forgotten their resting place.

7All who found them have devoured them.
Their adversaries said, ‘We are not guilty,

because they have sinned against the LORD,
the habitation of righteousness,
even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.’

8 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans,
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and be as themale goats before the flocks.
9For, behold, I will stir up

and cause to come up against Babylon a company of great nations from
the north country;

and they will set themselves in array against her.
She will be taken from there.

Their arrows will be as of an expert mighty man.
None of themwill return in vain.

10Chaldea will be a prey.
All who prey on her will be satisfied,” says the LORD.

11 “Because you are glad,
because you rejoice,

O you who plunder my heritage,
because you are wanton as a heifer that treads out the grain,
and neigh as strong horses,

12yourmother will be utterly disappointed.
She who bore you will be confounded.

Behold, she will be the least of the nations,
a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.

13Because of the LORD’s wrath she won’t be inhabited,
but she will be wholly desolate.

Everyone who goes by Babylon will be astonished,
and hiss at all her plagues.

14 Set yourselves in array against Babylon all around,
all you who bend the bow;
shoot at her.

Spare no arrows,
for she has sinned against the LORD.

15 Shout against her all around.
She has submitted herself.
Her bulwarks have fallen.

Her walls have been thrown down,
for it is the vengeance of the LORD.

Take vengeance on her.
As she has done, do to her.

16Cut off the sower from Babylon,
and himwho handles the sickle in the time of harvest.

For fear of the oppressing sword,
they will each return to their own people,
and they will each flee to their own land.

17 “Israel is a hunted sheep.
The lions have driven him away.

First, the king of Assyria devoured him,
andnowat lastNebuchadnezzar king of Babylonhas brokenhis bones.”

18Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says:
“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land,

as I have punished the king of Assyria.
19 I will bring Israel again to his pasture,

and he will feed on Carmel and Bashan.
His soul will be satisfied on the hills of Ephraim and in Gilead.
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20 In those days, and in that time,” says the LORD,
“the iniquity of Israel will be sought for,
and there will be none,

also the sins of Judah,
and they won’t be found;
for I will pardon themwhom I leave as a remnant.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim,
even against it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod.

Kill and utterly destroy after them,” says the LORD,
“and do according to all that I have commanded you.

22A sound of battle is in the land,
and of great destruction.

23How the hammer of the whole earth is cut apart and broken!
How Babylon has become a desolation among the nations!

24 I have laid a snare for you,
and you are also taken, Babylon,
and you weren’t aware.

You are found,
and also caught,
because you have fought against the LORD.

25The LORD has opened his armory,
and has brought out the weapons of his indignation;
for the Lord, GOD* of Armies, has a work to do in the land of the
Chaldeans.

26Come against her from the farthest border.
Open her storehouses.
Cast her up as heaps.

Destroy her utterly.
Let nothing of her be left.

27Kill all her bulls.
Let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them! For their day has come,
the time of their visitation.

28Listen to those who flee and escape out of the land of Babylon,
to declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God,
the vengeance of his temple.

29 “Call together the archers against Babylon,
all those who bend the bow.

Encamp against her all around.
Let none of it escape.

Pay her back according to her work.
According to all that she has done, do to her;

for she has been proud against the LORD,
against the Holy One of Israel.

30Therefore her youngmenwill fall in her streets.
All hermen ofwarwill be brought to silence in that day,” says the LORD.

31 “Behold, I am against you, you proud one,” says the Lord, GOD of Armies;
* 50:25 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD” is the translationofGod’sProper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).



Jeremiah 50:32 1066 Jeremiah 50:42

“for your day has come,
the time that I will visit you.

32The proud one will stumble and fall,
and no one will raise him up.

I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it will devour all who are around him.”

33TheLORDofArmies says: “The childrenof Israel and the childrenof Judah
are oppressed together.

All who took them captive hold them fast.
They refuse to let them go.

34Their Redeemer is strong.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

He will thoroughly plead their cause,
that hemay give rest to the earth,
and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon.

35 “A sword is on the Chaldeans,” says the LORD,
“and on the inhabitants of Babylon,
on her princes,
and on her wise men.

36A sword is on the boasters,
and they will become fools.

A sword is on her mighty men,
and they will be dismayed.

37A sword is on their horses,
on their chariots,
and on all the mixed people who are in themiddle of her;
and they will become as women.

A sword is on her treasures,
and they will be robbed.

38A drought is on her waters,
and they will be dried up;

for it is a land of engraved images,
and they aremad over idols.

39Therefore the wild animals of the desert
with the wolves will dwell there.

The ostriches will dwell therein.
It will be inhabited nomore forever,
neither will it be lived in from generation to generation.

40 As when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and its neighbor cities,”
says the LORD,

“so nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live therein.

41 “Behold, a people comes from the north.
A great nation and many kings will be stirred up from the uttermost
parts of the earth.

42They take up bow and spear.
They are cruel, and have nomercy.
Their voice roars like the sea.

They ride on horses,
everyone set in array,
as a man to the battle,
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against you, daughter of Babylon.
43The king of Babylon has heard the news of them,

and his hands become feeble.
Anguish has taken hold of him,

pains as of a woman in labor.
44Behold, the enemywill come up like a lion

from the thickets of the Jordan against the strong habitation;
for I will suddenly make them run away from it.

Whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it,
for who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who can stand before me?”

45Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD
that he has taken against Babylon;

and his purposes
that he has purposed against the land of the Chaldeans:

Surely they will drag them away,
even the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation desolate over them.

46The earth trembles at the noise of the taking of Babylon.
The cry is heard among the nations.

51
1The LORD says:

“Behold, I will raise up against Babylon,
and against those who dwell in Lebkamai, a destroying wind.

2 I will send to Babylon strangers, who will winnow her.
They will empty her land;
for in the day of trouble they will be against her all around.

3Against himwho bends, let the archer bend his bow,
also against himwho lifts himself up in his coat of mail.

Don’t spare her youngmen!
Utterly destroy all her army!

4They will fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans,
and thrust through in her streets.

5For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, by his God,
by the LORD of Armies;
though their land is full of guilt against the Holy One of Israel.

6 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Everyone save his own life!

Don’t be cut off in her iniquity,
for it is the time of the LORD’s vengeance.
He will render to her a recompense.

7Babylon has been a golden cup in the LORD’s hand,
whomade all the earth drunk.

The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations have gonemad.

8Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed!
Wail for her!
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Take balm for her pain.
Perhaps shemay be healed.

9 “Wewould have healed Babylon,
but she is not healed.

Forsake her,
and let’s each go into his own country;

for her judgment reaches to heaven,
and is lifted up even to the skies.

10 ‘The LORD has produced our righteousness.
Come, and let’s declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.’

11 “Make the arrows sharp!
Hold the shields firmly!

The LORD has stirred up the spirit of the kings of the Medes,
because his purpose is against Babylon, to destroy it;

for it is the vengeance of the LORD,
the vengeance of his temple.

12 Set up a standard against the walls of Babylon!
Make the watch strong!

Set the watchmen,
and prepare the ambushes;

for the LORD has both purposed and done
that which he spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon.

13Youwho dwell onmanywaters, abundant in treasures,
your end has come, themeasure of your covetousness.

14The LORD of Armies has sworn by himself, saying,
‘Surely I will fill you withmen,
as with locusts,
and they will lift up a shout against you.’

15 “He hasmade the earth by his power.
He has established the world by his wisdom.
By his understanding he has stretched out the heavens.

16When he utters his voice,
there is a roar of waters in the heavens,
and he causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightning for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his treasuries.

17 “Everyman has become stupid and without knowledge.
Every goldsmith is disappointed by his image,

for his molten images are falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

18They are vanity,
a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation, they will perish.

19The portion of Jacob is not like these,
for he formed all things,
including the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.
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20 “You aremy battle ax andweapons of war.
With you I will break the nations into pieces.
With you I will destroy kingdoms.

21With you I will break in pieces
the horse and his rider.

22With you I will break in pieces
the chariot and himwho rides therein.

With you I will break in pieces
man andwoman.

With you I will break in pieces
the old man and the youth.

With you I will break in pieces
the youngman and the virgin.

23With you I will break in pieces
the shepherd and his flock.

With you I will break in pieces
the farmer and his yoke.

With you I will break in pieces
governors and deputies.

24 “I will render to Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their
evil that they have done in Zion in your sight,” says the LORD.
25 “Behold, I am against you, destroyingmountain,” says the LORD,

“which destroys all the earth.
I will stretch out my hand on you,

roll you down from the rocks,
and will make you a burnedmountain.

26They won’t take a cornerstone from you,
nor a stone for foundations;
but you will be desolate forever,” says the LORD.

27 “Set up a standard in the land!
Blow the trumpet among the nations!

Prepare the nations against her!
Call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz!

Appoint a marshal against her!
Cause the horses to come up as the swarming locusts!

28Prepare against her the nations,
thekingsof theMedes, its governors, andall its deputies, andall the land
of their dominion!

29The land trembles and is in pain;
for the purposes of the LORD against Babylon stand,
to make the land of Babylon a desolation, without inhabitant.

30Themighty men of Babylon have stopped fighting,
they remain in their strongholds.

Their might has failed.
They have become as women.

Her dwelling places are set on fire.
Her bars are broken.

31One runner will run to meet another,
and onemessenger to meet another,
to show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on every quarter.

32 So the passages are seized.
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They have burned the reeds with fire.
Themen of war are frightened.”

33For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says:
“The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor at the time when it is

trodden.
Yet a little while, and the time of harvest comes for her.”

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon has devouredme.
He has crushedme.
He has mademe an empty vessel.

He has, like amonster, swallowedme up.
He has filled his mouth withmy delicacies.
He has cast me out.

35May the violence done to me and tomy flesh be on Babylon!”
the inhabitant of Zion will say; and,

“Maymy blood be on the inhabitants of Chaldea!”
will Jerusalem say.

36Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I will plead your cause,

and take vengeance for you.
I will dry up her sea,

andmake her fountain dry.
37Babylon will become heaps,

a dwelling place for jackals,
an astonishment, and a hissing,
without inhabitant.

38They will roar together like young lions.
They will growl as lions’ cubs.

39When they are inflamed, I will make their feast,
and I will make them drunk,

that theymay rejoice,
and sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,” says the LORD.

40 “I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter,
like rams withmale goats.

41 “How Sheshach is taken!
How the praise of the whole earth is seized!
How Babylon has become a desolation among the nations!

42The sea has come up on Babylon.
She is covered with themultitude of its waves.

43Her cities have become a desolation,
a dry land, and a desert,
a land in which noman dwells.
No son of man passes by it.

44 I will execute judgment on Bel in Babylon,
and I will bring out of his mouth that which he has swallowed up.

The nations will not flow anymore to him.
Yes, the wall of Babylon will fall.
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45 “My people, go away from themiddle of her,
and each of you save yourselves from the LORD’s fierce anger.

46Don’t let your heart faint.
Don’t fear for the news that will be heard in the land.

For news will come one year,
and after that in another year news will come,
and violence in the land,
ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore behold, the days come that I will execute judgment on the
engraved images of Babylon;

and her whole land will be confounded.
All her slain will fall in themiddle of her.

48Then the heavens and the earth,
and all that is therein,

will sing for joy over Babylon;
for the destroyers will come to her from the north,” says the LORD.

49 “As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall,
so the slain of all the land will fall at Babylon.

50Youwho have escaped the sword, go!
Don’t stand still!

Remember the LORD from afar,
and let Jerusalem come into yourmind.”

51 “We are confounded
because we have heard reproach.

Confusion has covered our faces,
for strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the LORD’s house.”

52 “Therefore behold, the days come,” says the LORD,
“that I will execute judgment on her engraved images;
and through all her land the wounded will groan.

53Though Babylon shouldmount up to the sky,
and though she should fortify the height of her strength,
yet destroyers will come to her fromme,” says the LORD.

54 “The sound of a cry comes from Babylon,
and of great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans!

55For the LORD lays Babylon waste,
and destroys out of her the great voice!

Their waves roar like many waters.
The noise of their voice is uttered.

56For the destroyer has come on her,
even on Babylon.

Her mighty men are taken.
Their bows are broken in pieces,

for the LORD is a God of retribution.
He will surely repay.

57 I will make her princes, her wise men,
her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men drunk.

They will sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,”
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says the King, whose name is the LORD of Armies.
58The LORD of Armies says:

“The wide walls of Babylon will be utterly overthrown.
Her high gates will be burned with fire.

The peoples will labor for vanity,
and the nations for the fire;
and they will be weary.”

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son
of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of
Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. Now Seraiah was chief
quartermaster.

60 Jeremiahwrote in a book all the evil that should come on Babylon, even
all these words that are written concerning Babylon.

61 Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you come to Babylon, then see that you
read all these words,

62and say, ‘LORD, you have spoken concerning this place, to cut it off, that
no one will dwell in it, neither man nor animal, but that it will be desolate
forever.’

63 It will be, when you have finished reading this book, that you shall bind
a stone to it, and cast it into themiddle of the Euphrates.

64 Then you shall say, ‘Thus will Babylon sink, and will not rise again
because of the evil that I will bring on her; and they will be weary.’ ”
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign. He reigned

eleven years in Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.

2 He did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all that
Jehoiakim had done.

3 For through the LORD’s anger this happened in Jerusalem and Judah,
until he had cast them out from his presence.
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.
4 In the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the

month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against
Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they built forts against it round
about.

5 So the city was besieged to the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.
6 In the fourthmonth, in theninthdayof themonth, the faminewas severe

in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.
7 Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of war fled, and

went out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls,
whichwas by the king’s garden. Now the Chaldeanswere against the city all
around. Themen of war went toward the Arabah,

8but the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and overtook Zedekiah
in the plains of Jericho; and all his armywas scattered from him.

9 Then they took the king, and carried him up to the king of Babylon to
Riblah in the land of Hamath; and he pronounced judgment on him.

10The king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. He also
killed all the princes of Judah in Riblah.
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11He put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in
fetters, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison until the day of
his death.

12Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard, who stood before the king of Babylon, came into
Jerusalem.

13He burned the LORD’s house, and the king’s house; and all the houses of
Jerusalem, even every great house, he burned with fire.

14All the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard,
broke down all the walls of Jerusalem all around.

15ThenNebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the
poorest of the people, and the rest of the peoplewhowere left in the city, and
those who fell away, who defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the
multitude.

16But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poorest of the land
to be vineyard keepers and farmers.

17TheChaldeans broke thepillars of bronze thatwere in theLORD’s house
and the bases and the bronze sea that were in the LORD’s house in pieces,
and carried all of their bronze to Babylon.

18 They also took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the basins, the
spoons, and all the vessels of bronze with which theyministered.

19 The captain of the guard took away the cups, the fire pans, the basins,
the pots, the lamp stands, the spoons, and the bowls; that whichwas of gold,
as gold, and that which was of silver, as silver.

20They took the two pillars, the one sea, and the twelve bronze bulls that
were under the bases, which King Solomon hadmade for the LORD’s house.
The bronze of all these vessels was without weight.

21As for the pillars, the height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits;* and
a line of twelve cubits encircled it; and its thickness was four fingers. It was
hollow.

22A capital of bronze was on it; and the height of the one capital was five
cubits,† with network and pomegranates on the capital all around, all of
bronze. The second pillar also had the same, with pomegranates.

23Therewere ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the pomegranates
were one hundred on the network all around.

24 The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah
the second priest, and the three keepers of the threshold,

25 and out of the city he took an officer who was set over the men of war;
and sevenmen of thosewho saw the king’s face, whowere found in the city;
and the scribe of the captain of the army, who mustered the people of the
land; and sixtymen of the people of the land, whowere found in themiddle
of the city.

26Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to
the king of Babylon to Riblah.

* 52:21 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters. † 52:22 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the
elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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27The king of Babylon struck them, and put them to death at Riblah in the
land of Hamath.
So Judah was carried away captive out of his land.
28 This is the number of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away

captive:
in the seventh year, three thousand twenty-three Jews;
29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, he carried away captive from
Jerusalem eight hundred thirty-two persons;
30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty-five people.
All the people numbered four thousand six hundred.

31 In the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in
the twelfth month, in the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evilmerodach king
of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king
of Judah, and released him from prison.

32He spoke kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings
whowere with him in Babylon,

33 and changed his prison garments. Jehoiachin ate bread before him
continually all the days of his life.

34 For his allowance, there was a continual allowance given him by the
king of Babylon, every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of
his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1How the city sits solitary,
that was full of people!

She has become as a widow,
whowas great among the nations!

She whowas a princess among the provinces
has become a slave!

2 She weeps bitterly in the night.
Her tears are on her cheeks.

Among all her lovers
she has no one to comfort her.

All her friends have dealt treacherously with her.
They have become her enemies.

3 Judah has gone into captivity because of affliction
and because of great servitude.

She dwells among the nations.
She finds no rest.
All her persecutors overtook her in her distress.

4The roads to Zionmourn,
because no one comes to the solemn assembly.

All her gates are desolate.
Her priests sigh.

Her virgins are afflicted,
and she herself is in bitterness.

5Her adversaries have become the head.
Her enemies prosper;

for the LORD* has afflicted her for themultitude of her transgressions.
Her young children have gone into captivity before the adversary.

6All majesty has departed from the daughter of Zion.
Her princes have become like deer that find no pasture.
They have gone without strength before the pursuer.

7 Jerusalem remembers in the days of her affliction and of her miseries
all her pleasant things that were from the days of old;

when her people fell into the hand of the adversary,
and no one helped her.

The adversaries saw her.
Theymocked at her desolations.

8 Jerusalem has grievously sinned.
* 1:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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Therefore she has become unclean.
All who honored her despise her,

because they have seen her nakedness.
Yes, she sighs and turns backward.

9Her filthiness was in her skirts.
She didn’t remember her latter end.

Therefore she has come down astoundingly.
She has no comforter.

“See, LORD, my affliction;
for the enemy hasmagnified himself.”

10The adversary has spread out his hand on all her pleasant things;
for she has seen that the nations have entered into her sanctuary,
concerningwhomyou commanded that they should not enter into your
assembly.

11All her people sigh.
They seek bread.
They have given their pleasant things for food to refresh their soul.

“Look, LORD, and see,
for I have become despised.”

12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look, and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,
which is brought onme,
with which the LORD has afflictedme in the day of his fierce anger.

13 “From on high has he sent fire into my bones,
and it prevails against them.

He has spread a net for my feet.
He has turnedme back.
He has mademe desolate and I faint all day long.

14 “The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand.
They are knit together.
They have come up onmy neck.
Hemademy strength fail.

The Lord† has deliveredme into their hands,
against whom I am not able to stand.

15 “The Lord has set at nothing all mymighty menwithinme.
He has called a solemn assembly against me to crushmy youngmen.
The Lord has trodden the virgin daughter of Judah as in a wine press.

16 “For these things I weep.
My eye, my eye runs downwith water,
because the comforter who should refreshmy soul is far fromme.

My children are desolate,
because the enemy has prevailed.”

17Zion spreads out her hands.
† 1:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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There is no one to comfort her.
The LORD has commanded concerning Jacob,

that those who are around him should be his adversaries.
Jerusalem is among them as an unclean thing.

18 “The LORD is righteous,
for I have rebelled against his commandment.

Please hear all you peoples,
and seemy sorrow.
My virgins andmy youngmen have gone into captivity.

19 “I called for my lovers,
but they deceivedme.

My priests andmy elders gave up the spirit in the city,
while they sought food for themselves to refresh their souls.

20 “Look, LORD; for I am in distress.
My heart is troubled.

My heart turns over withinme,
for I have grievously rebelled.

Abroad, the sword bereaves.
At home, it is like death.

21 “They have heard that I sigh.
There is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble.
They are glad that you have done it.

You will bring the day that you have proclaimed,
and they will be like me.

22 “Let all their wickedness come before you.
Do to them as you have done to me for all my transgressions.

For my sighs are many,
andmy heart is faint.

2
1Howhas the Lord covered the daughter of Zionwith a cloud in his anger!
He has cast the beauty of Israel down from heaven to the earth,
and hasn’t remembered his footstool in the day of his anger.

2The Lord has swallowed up all the dwellings of Jacob
without pity.

He has thrown down in his wrath the strongholds of the daughter of Judah.
He has brought them down to the ground.
He has profaned the kingdom and its princes.

3He has cut off all the horn of Israel in fierce anger.
He has drawn back his right hand from before the enemy.

He has burned up Jacob like a flaming fire,
which devours all around.

4He has bent his bow like an enemy.
He has stood with his right hand as an adversary.
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He has killed all that were pleasant to the eye.
In the tent of the daughter of Zion, he has poured out his wrath like fire.

5The Lord has become as an enemy.
He has swallowed up Israel.

He has swallowed up all her palaces.
He has destroyed his strongholds.
He has multipliedmourning and lamentation in the daughter of Judah.

6He has violently taken away his tabernacle,
as if it were a garden.

He has destroyed his place of assembly.
The LORD has caused solemn assembly and Sabbath to be forgotten in
Zion.

In the indignation of his anger, he has despised the king and the priest.

7The Lord has cast off his altar.
He has abhorred his sanctuary.

He has given the walls of her palaces into the hand of the enemy.
They havemade a noise in the LORD’s house,
as in the day of a solemn assembly.

8The LORD has purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion.
He has stretched out the line.
He has not withdrawn his hand from destroying;

He has made the rampart and wall lament.
They languish together.

9Her gates have sunk into the ground.
He has destroyed and broken her bars.

Her king and her princes are among the nations where the law is not.
Yes, her prophets find no vision from the LORD.

10The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on the ground.
They keep silence.

They have cast up dust on their heads.
They have clothed themselves with sackcloth.
The virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.

11My eyes fail with tears.
My heart is troubled.

My bile is poured on the earth,
because of the destruction of the daughter of my people,
because the young children and the infants swoon in the streets of the
city.

12They ask their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”
when they swoon as the wounded in the streets of the city,
when their soul is poured out into their mothers’ bosom.

13What shall I testify to you?
What shall I liken to you, daughter of Jerusalem?
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What shall I compare to you,
that I may comfort you, virgin daughter of Zion?

For your breach is as big as the sea.
Who can heal you?

14Your prophets have seen false and foolish visions for you.
They have not uncovered your iniquity,
to reverse your captivity,
but have seen for you false revelations and causes of banishment.

15All that pass by clap their hands at you.
They hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying,

“Is this the city that men called ‘The perfection of beauty,
the joy of the whole earth’?”

16All your enemies have opened their mouth wide against you.
They hiss and gnash their teeth.
They say, “We have swallowed her up.

Certainly this is the day that we looked for.
We have found it.
We have seen it.”

17The LORD has done that which he planned.
He has fulfilled his word that he commanded in the days of old.

He has thrown down,
and has not pitied.

He has caused the enemy to rejoice over you.
He has exalted the horn of your adversaries.

18Their heart cried to the Lord.
O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let tears run down like a river day and night.

Give yourself no relief.
Don’t let your eyes rest.

19Arise, cry out in the night,
at the beginning of the watches!

Pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord.
Lift up your hands toward him for the life of your young children,
who faint for hunger at the head of every street.

20 “Look, LORD, and see to whom you have done thus!
Should the women eat their offspring,
the children that they held and bounced on their knees?
Should the priest and the prophet be killed in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21 “The youth and the oldman lie on the ground in the streets.
My virgins andmy youngmen have fallen by the sword.

You have killed them in the day of your anger.
You have slaughtered, and not pitied.
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22 “You have called, as in the day of a solemn assembly, my terrors on every
side.

There was no one that escaped or remained in the day of the LORD’s
anger.

My enemy has consumed those whom I have cared for and brought up.

3
1 I am themanwho has seen affliction

by the rod of his wrath.
2He has ledme and causedme to walk in darkness,

and not in light.
3 Surely he turns his hand against me

again and again all day long.

4He hasmademy flesh andmy skin old.
He has brokenmy bones.

5He has built against me,
and surroundedmewith bitterness and hardship.

6He hasmademe dwell in dark places,
as those who have been long dead.

7He has walledme about, so that I can’t go out.
He has mademy chain heavy.

8Yes, when I cry, and call for help,
he shuts out my prayer.

9He has walled upmyways with cut stone.
He has mademy paths crooked.

10He is to me as a bear lying in wait,
as a lion in hiding.

11He has turned awaymy path,
and pulledme in pieces.
He has mademe desolate.

12He has bent his bow,
and set me as amark for the arrow.

13He has caused the shafts of his quiver to enter into my kidneys.
14 I have become a derision to all my people,
and their song all day long.

15He has filledmewith bitterness.
He has stuffedmewith wormwood.

16He has also brokenmy teeth with gravel.
He has coveredmewith ashes.

17You have removedmy soul far away from peace.
I forgot prosperity.

18 I said, “My strength has perished,
along withmy expectation from the LORD.”

19Remembermy affliction andmymisery,
the wormwood and the bitterness.

20My soul still remembers them,
and is bowed downwithinme.
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21This I recall to mymind;
therefore I have hope.

22 It is because of the LORD’s loving kindnesses that we are not consumed,
because his mercies don’t fail.

23They are new everymorning.
Great is your faithfulness.

24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul.
“Therefore I will hope in him.”

25The LORD is good to those whowait for him,
to the soul who seeks him.

26 It is good that a man should hope
and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.
27 It is good for aman that he bear the yoke in his youth.

28Let him sit alone and keep silence,
because he has laid it on him.

29Let him put his mouth in the dust,
if it is so that there may be hope.

30Let him give his cheek to himwho strikes him.
Let him be filled full of reproach.

31For the Lord will not cast off forever.
32For though he causes grief,
yet he will have compassion according to the multitude of his loving
kindnesses.

33For he does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men.

34To crush under foot all the prisoners of the earth,
35 to turn away the right of a man before the face of the Most High,
36 to subvert a man in his cause, the Lord doesn’t approve.

37Who is he who says, and it comes to pass,
when the Lord doesn’t command it?

38Doesn’t evil and good come out of themouth of the Most High?
39Why should a livingman complain,
a man for the punishment of his sins?

40Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again to the LORD.

41Let’s lift up our heart with our hands to God* in the heavens.
42 “We have transgressed and have rebelled.
You have not pardoned.

43 “You have covered us with anger and pursued us.
You have killed.
You have not pitied.

44You have covered yourself with a cloud,

* 3:41 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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so that no prayer can pass through.
45You havemade us an off-scouring and refuse

in themiddle of the peoples.

46 “All our enemies have opened their mouth wide against us.
47Terror and the pit have come on us,
devastation and destruction.”

48My eye runs downwith streams of water,
for the destruction of the daughter of my people.

49My eye pours down
and doesn’t cease,
without any intermission,

50until the LORD looks down,
and sees from heaven.

51My eye affects my soul,
because of all the daughters of my city.

52They have chasedme relentlessly like a bird,
those who aremy enemies without cause.

53They have cut offmy life in the dungeon,
and have cast a stone onme.

54Waters flowed over my head.
I said, “I am cut off.”

55 I called on your name, LORD,
out of the lowest dungeon.

56You heardmy voice:
“Don’t hide your ear frommy sighing,
andmy cry.”

57You came near in the day that I called on you.
You said, “Don’t be afraid.”

58Lord, you have pleaded the causes of my soul.
You have redeemedmy life.

59LORD, you have seenmywrong.
Judgemy cause.

60You have seen all their vengeance
and all their plans against me.

61You have heard their reproach, LORD,
and all their plans against me,

62 the lips of those that rose up against me,
and their plots against me all day long.

63You see their sitting down and their rising up.
I am their song.

64Youwill pay them back, LORD,
according to the work of their hands.

65Youwill give them hardness of heart,
your curse to them.
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66Youwill pursue them in anger,
and destroy them from under the heavens of the LORD.

4
1How the gold has become dim!

Themost pure gold has changed!
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out

at the head of every street.

2The precious sons of Zion,
comparable to fine gold,

how they are esteemed as earthen pitchers,
the work of the hands of the potter!

3Even the jackals offer their breast.
They nurse their young ones.

But the daughter of my people has become cruel,
like the ostriches in the wilderness.

4The tongue of the nursing child clings to the roof of his mouth for thirst.
The young children ask for bread,
and no one breaks it for them.

5Those who ate delicacies are desolate in the streets.
Those whowere brought up in purple embrace dunghills.

6 For the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of
Sodom,

which was overthrown as in amoment.
No hands were laid on her.

7Her nobles were purer than snow.
They were whiter thanmilk.

They weremore ruddy in body than rubies.
Their polishing was like sapphire.

8Their appearance is blacker than a coal.
They are not known in the streets.

Their skin clings to their bones.
It is withered.
It has become like wood.

9 Those who are killed with the sword are better than those who are killed
with hunger;

for these pine away, stricken through,
for lack of the fruits of the field.

10The hands of the pitiful women have boiled their own children.
They were their food in the destruction of the daughter of my people.

11The LORD has accomplished his wrath.
He has poured out his fierce anger.

He has kindled a fire in Zion,
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which has devoured its foundations.
12The kings of the earth didn’t believe,

neither did all the inhabitants of the world,
that the adversary and the enemy would enter into the gates of
Jerusalem.

13 It is because of the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,
that have shed the blood of the just in themiddle of her.

14They wander as blindmen in the streets.
They are polluted with blood,
So that men can’t touch their garments.

15 “Go away!” they cried to them.
“Unclean! Go away! Go away! Don’t touch!

When they fled away andwandered, men said among the nations,
“They can’t live here anymore.”

16The LORD’s anger has scattered them.
He will not pay attention to them anymore.

They didn’t respect the persons of the priests.
They didn’t favor the elders.

17Our eyes still fail,
looking in vain for our help.
In our watching we have watched for a nation that could not save.

18They hunt our steps,
so that we can’t go in our streets.

Our end is near.
Our days are fulfilled,
for our end has come.

19Our pursuers were swifter than the eagles of the sky.
They chased us on themountains.
They set an ambush for us in the wilderness.

20The breath of our nostrils,
the anointed of the LORD,
was taken in their pits;

of whomwe said,
under his shadowwewill live among the nations.

21Rejoice and be glad, daughter of Edom,
who dwells in the land of Uz.

The cup will pass through to you also.
You will be drunken,
and will make yourself naked.

22The punishment of your iniquity is accomplished, daughter of Zion.
He will nomore carry you away into captivity.
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Hewill visit your iniquity, daughter of Edom.
He will uncover your sins.

5
1Remember, LORD, what has come on us.

Look, and see our reproach.
2Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers,

our houses to aliens.
3We are orphans and fatherless.

Ourmothers are as widows.
4Wemust pay for water to drink.

Our wood is sold to us.
5Our pursuers are on our necks.

We are weary, and have no rest.
6We have given our hands to the Egyptians,

and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread.
7Our fathers sinned, and are nomore.

We have borne their iniquities.
8 Servants rule over us.

There is no one to deliver us out of their hand.
9We get our bread at the peril of our lives,

because of the sword in the wilderness.
10Our skin is black like an oven,

because of the burning heat of famine.
11They ravished the women in Zion,

the virgins in the cities of Judah.
12Princes were hanged up by their hands.

The faces of elders were not honored.
13The youngmen carrymillstones.

The children stumbled under loads of wood.
14The elders have ceased from the gate,

and the youngmen from their music.
15The joy of our heart has ceased.

Our dance is turned into mourning.
16The crown has fallen from our head.

Woe to us, for we have sinned!
17For this our heart is faint.

For these things our eyes are dim:
18 for themountain of Zion, which is desolate.

The foxes walk on it.
19You, LORD, remain forever.

Your throne is from generation to generation.
20Why do you forget us forever,

and forsake us for so long a time?
21Turn us to yourself, LORD, and wewill be turned.

Renew our days as of old.
22But you have utterly rejected us.

You are very angry against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the
month, as I was among the captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were
opened, and I saw visions of God.*

2 In the fifth of the month, which was the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s
captivity,

3 theLORD’s†word came toEzekiel thepriest, the sonofBuzi, in the landof
the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the LORD’s handwas there on him.

4 I looked, andbehold,‡ a stormywind cameout of thenorth: a great cloud,
with flashing lightning, and a brightness around it, and out of the middle of
it as it were glowingmetal, out of themiddle of the fire.

5Out of its center came the likeness of four living creatures. Thiswas their
appearance: They had the likeness of a man.

6Everyone had four faces, and each one of them had four wings.
7 Their feet were straight feet. The sole of their feet was like the sole of a

calf’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished bronze.
8They had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides. The

four of them had their faces and their wings like this:
9 Their wings were joined to one another. They didn’t turn when they

went. Each one went straight forward.
10As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of aman. The four of

them had the face of a lion on the right side. The four of them had the face
of an ox on the left side. The four of them also had the face of an eagle.

11 Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out above. Two wings
of each one touched another, and two covered their bodies.

12Each one went straight forward. Where the spirit was to go, they went.
They didn’t turn when they went.

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like
burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches. The fire went up and
down among the living creatures. The fire was bright, and lightning went
out of the fire.

14 The living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of
lightning.

15Now as I saw the living creatures, behold, there was one wheel on the
earth beside the living creatures, for each of the four faces of it.

16The appearance of the wheels and their work was like a beryl. The four
of them had one likeness. Their appearance and their workwas as it were a
wheel within a wheel.

17When they went, they went in their four directions. They didn’t turn
when they went.

18As for their rims, theywere high and dreadful; and the four of themhad
their rims full of eyes all around.
* 1:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 1:3 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:4 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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19When the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them. When
the living creatureswere lifted up from the earth, thewheels were lifted up.

20Wherever the spirit was to go, theywent. The spirit was to go there. The
wheels were lifted up beside them; for the spirit of the living creature was
in the wheels.

21When those went, these went. When those stood, these stood. When
those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up beside them;
for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

22Over theheadof the livingcreature therewas the likenessofanexpanse,
like an awesome crystal to look at, stretched out over their heads above.

23 Under the expanse, their wings were straight, one toward the other.
Each one had two which covered on this side, and each one had two which
covered their bodies on that side.

24When they went, I heard the noise of their wings like the noise of great
waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a noise of tumult like the noise of an
army. When they stood, they let down their wings.

25 There was a voice above the expanse that was over their heads. When
they stood, they let down their wings.

26 Above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire§ stone. On the likeness of the throne
was a likeness as the appearance of a man on it above.

27 I saw as it were glowing metal, as the appearance of fire within it
all around, from the appearance of his waist and upward; and from the
appearance of his waist and downward I saw as it were the appearance of
fire, and there was brightness around him.

28As the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day of rain,
so was the appearance of the brightness all around.
This was the appearance of the likeness of the LORD’s glory. When I saw

it, I fell onmy face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

2
1He said tome, “Son ofman, stand on your feet, and Iwill speakwith you.”
2The Spirit entered into me when he spoke to me, and set me on my feet;

and I heard himwho spoke to me.
3 He said to me, “Son of man, I send you to the children of Israel, to a

nation of rebels who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have
transgressed against me even to this very day.

4The children are impudent and stiff-hearted. I am sending you to them,
and you shall tell them, ‘This is what the Lord* GOD says.’

5They, whether they will hear, or whether they will refuse—for they are a
rebellious house—yet they will know that there has been a prophet among
them.

6You, son ofman, don’t be afraid of them, neither be afraid of theirwords,
though briers and thorns are with you, and you dwell among scorpions.
Don’t be afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they
are a rebellious house.

7 You shall speak my words to them, whether they will hear or whether
they will refuse; for they aremost rebellious.

§ 1:26 or, lapis lazuli * 2:4 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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8 But you, son of man, hear what I tell you. Don’t be rebellious like that
rebellious house. Open yourmouth, and eat that which I give you.”

9When I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me; and behold, a
scroll of a book was in it.

10 He spread it before me. It was written within and without; and
lamentations, mourning, and woe were written in it.

3
1 He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find. Eat this scroll, and go,

speak to the house of Israel.”
2 So I openedmymouth, and he causedme to eat the scroll.
3Hesaid tome, “Sonofman, eat this scroll that I give youandfill yourbelly

and your bowels with it.”
Then I ate it. It was as sweet as honey inmymouth.
4He said tome, “Son ofman, go to the house of Israel, and speakmywords

to them.
5 For you are not sent to a people of a strange speech and of a hard

language, but to the house of Israel—
6 not to many peoples of a strange speech and of a hard language, whose

words you can’t understand. Surely, if I sent you to them, they would listen
to you.

7But the house of Israel will not listen to you, for theywill not listen tome;
for all the house of Israel are obstinate* and hard-hearted.

8 Behold, I have made your face hard against their faces, and your
forehead hard against their foreheads.

9 I have made your forehead as a diamond, harder than flint. Don’t
be afraid of them, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they are a
rebellious house.”

10Moreover he said to me, “Son of man, receive in your heart and hear
with your ears all mywords that I speak to you.

11Go to them of the captivity, to the children of your people, and speak to
them, and tell them, ‘This iswhat the LordGOD says,’whether theywill hear,
or whether they will refuse.”

12Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me the voice of a great
rushing, saying, “Blessed be the LORD’s glory from his place.”

13 I heard the noise of thewings of the living creatures as they touched one
another, and the noise of the wheels beside them, even the noise of a great
rushing.

14So the Spirit liftedme up, and tookme away; and Iwent in bitterness, in
the heat of my spirit; and the LORD’s handwas strong onme.

15 Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel Aviv who lived by the river
Chebar, and to where they lived; and I sat there overwhelmed among them
seven days.

16At the end of seven days, the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
17 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman to the house of Israel.

Therefore hear the word frommymouth, and warn them fromme.
18 When I tell the wicked, ‘You will surely die;’ and you give him no

warning, nor speak towarn thewicked fromhiswickedway, to save his life,

* 3:7 Literally, have a hard forehead
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that wicked man will die in his iniquity; but I will require his blood at your
hand.

19Yet if youwarn thewicked, andhedoesn’t turn fromhiswickedness, nor
fromhiswickedway, hewill die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your
soul.”

20 “Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and com-
mits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he will die. Because
you have not given him warning, he will die in his sin, and his righteous
deeds which he has done will not be remembered; but I will require his
blood at your hand.

21Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man, that the righteous not sin,
and he does not sin, he will surely live, because he took warning; and you
have delivered your soul.”

22The LORD’s handwas there onme; and he said tome, “Arise, go out into
the plain, and I will talk with you there.”

23Then I arose, and went out into the plain, and behold, the LORD’s glory
stood there, like the glory which I saw by the river Chebar. Then I fell onmy
face.

24 Then the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet. He spoke with
me, and said to me, “Go, shut yourself inside your house.

25 But you, son of man, behold, they will put ropes on you, and will bind
you with them, and youwill not go out among them.

26 I will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth so that you will
bemute andwill not be able to correct them, for they are a rebellious house.

27 But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall tell
them, ‘This is what the Lord GOD says.’ He who hears, let him hear; and he
who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”

4
1 “You also, son of man, take a tile, and lay it before yourself, and portray

on it a city, even Jerusalem.
2Lay siege against it, build forts against it, and cast up amound against it.

Also set camps against it and plant battering rams against it all around.
3Take for yourself an ironpanand set it for awall of ironbetweenyouand

the city. Then set your face toward it. It will be besieged, and you shall lay
siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 “Moreover lie on your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel
on it. According to the number of the days that you shall lie on it, you shall
bear their iniquity.

5For I have appointed the years of their iniquity to be to you a number of
days, even three hundred ninety days. So you shall bear the iniquity of the
house of Israel.

6 “Again, when you have accomplished these, you shall lie on your right
side, and shall bear the iniquity of thehouse of Judah. I have appointed forty
days, each day for a year, to you.

7 You shall set your face toward the siege of Jerusalem, with your arm
uncovered; and you shall prophesy against it.

8Behold, I put ropes on you, and you shall not turn yourself from one side
to the other, until you have accomplished the days of your siege.

9 “Take for yourself alsowheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, and
put theminonevessel. Makebreadof it. According to thenumberof thedays
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that you will lie on your side, even three hundred ninety days, you shall eat
of it.

10Your foodwhich you shall eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels* a day.
From time to time you shall eat it.

11You shall drink water bymeasure, the sixth part of a hin.† From time to
time you shall drink.

12You shall eat it as barley cakes, and you shall bake it in their sight with
dung that comes out of man.”

13 The LORD said, “Even thus will the children of Israel eat their bread
unclean, among the nations where I will drive them.”

14 Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, my soul has not been polluted; for
frommyyouthup evenuntil now Ihavenot eaten of thatwhichdies of itself,
or is torn of animals. No abominable meat has come into mymouth!”

15Thenhesaid tome, “Behold, I havegivenyoucow’sdung forman’sdung,
and you shall prepare your bread on it.”

16Moreover he said to me, “Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of
bread in Jerusalem. They will eat bread by weight, and with fearfulness.
They will drink water bymeasure, and in dismay;

17 that theymay lack bread andwater, be dismayed onewith another, and
pine away in their iniquity.

5
1 “You, son ofman, take a sharp sword. You shall take it as a barber’s razor

to yourself, and shall cause it to pass over your head and over your beard.
Then take balances to weigh and divide the hair.

2A third part you shall burn in the fire in the middle of the city, when the
days of the siege are fulfilled. You shall take a third part, and strike with the
sword around it. A third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I will draw
out a sword after them.

3You shall take a small number of these and bind them in the folds of your
robe.

4Of these again you shall take, and cast them into the middle of the fire,
and burn them in the fire. From it a fire will come out into all the house of
Israel.

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘This is Jerusalem. I have set her in the middle of
the nations, and countries are around her.

6 She has rebelled against my ordinances in doing wickedness more than
thenations, andagainstmystatutesmore than the countries that are around
her; for they have rejectedmy ordinances, and as formy statutes, they have
not walked in them.’

7 “Therefore the LordGOD says: ‘Because you aremore turbulent than the
nations that are around you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither
have kept my ordinances, neither have followed the ordinances of the
nations that are around you;

8 therefore the LordGOD says: ‘Behold, I, even I, amagainst you; and Iwill
execute judgments among you in the sight of the nations.

9 I will do in you that which I have not done, and which I will not do
anything like it anymore, because of all your abominations.

* 4:10 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 4:11 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons.
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10Therefore the fathers will eat the sons within you, and the sons will eat
their fathers. I will execute judgments on you; and I will scatter the whole
remnant of you to all the winds.

11 Therefore as I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely, because you have
defiled my sanctuary with all your detestable things, and with all your
abominations, therefore I will also diminish you. My eye won’t spare, and
I will have no pity.

12 A third part of you will die with the pestilence, and they will be
consumedwith faminewithinyou. A thirdpartwill fall by the swordaround
you. A third part I will scatter to all the winds, and will draw out a sword
after them.

13 “ ‘Thus my anger will be accomplished, and I will cause my wrath
toward them to rest, and I will be comforted. They will know that I, the
LORD, have spoken in my zeal, when I have accomplished my wrath on
them.

14 “ ‘Moreover I will make you a desolation and a reproach among the
nations that are around you, in the sight of all that pass by.

15So itwill be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment,
to the nations that are around you, when I execute judgments on you in
anger and in wrath, and in wrathful rebukes—I, the LORD, have spoken it—

16when I send on them the evil arrows of famine that are for destruction,
which I will send to destroy you. I will increase the famine on you and will
break your staff of bread.

17 I will send on you famine and evil animals, and they will bereave you.
Pestilence and blood will pass through you. I will bring the sword on you. I,
the LORD, have spoken it.’ ”

6
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son ofman, set your face toward themountains of Israel, and prophesy

to them,
3 and say, ‘You mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! The

Lord GOD says to the mountains and to the hills, to the watercourses and to
the valleys: “Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword on you, and I will destroy
your high places.

4Your altars will become desolate, and your incense altars will be broken.
I will cast down your slainmen before your idols.

5 I will lay the dead bodies of the children of Israel before their idols. I will
scatter your bones around your altars.

6 Inall yourdwellingplaces, the citieswill be laidwasteand thehighplaces
will be desolate, so that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate,
and your idolsmay be broken and cease, and your incense altarsmay be cut
down, and your works may be abolished.

7The slain will fall among you, and youwill know that I am the LORD.
8 “ ‘ “Yet I will leave a remnant, in that you will have some that escape the

sword among the nations, when you are scattered through the countries.
9 Those of you that escape will remember me among the nations where

they are carried captive, how I have been broken with their lewd heart,
which has departed fromme, and with their eyes, which play the prostitute
after their idols. Then they will loathe themselves in their own sight for the
evils which they have committed in all their abominations.
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10They will know that I am the LORD. I have not said in vain that I would
do this evil to them.” ’

11 “The Lord GOD says: ‘Strike with your hand, and stamp with your foot,
and say, “Alas!”, because of all the evil abominations of the house of Israel;
for they will fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

12Hewho is far offwill die of the pestilence. Hewho is nearwill fall by the
sword. He who remains and is besieged will die by the famine. Thus I will
accomplishmywrath on them.

13Youwill know that I am the LORDwhen their slainmen are among their
idols around their altars, on every high hill, on all the tops of themountains,
under every green tree, and under every thick oak—the places where they
offered pleasant aroma to all their idols.

14 I will stretch out my hand on them and make the land desolate and
waste, from thewilderness toward Diblah, throughout all their habitations.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

7
1Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD says to the land of Israel, ‘An end! The

end has come on the four corners of the land.
3Now the end is on you, and I will send my anger on you, and will judge

you according to your ways. I will bring on you all your abominations.
4My eye will not spare you, neither will I have pity; but I will bring your

waysonyou, andyourabominationswill beamongyou. Thenyouwill know
that I am the LORD.’

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘A disaster! A unique disaster! Behold, it comes.
6An end has come. The end has come! It awakes against you. Behold, it

comes.
7Your doom has come to you, inhabitant of the land! The time has come!

Theday isnear, a dayof tumult, andnot of joyful shouting, on themountains.
8Now I will shortly pour out my wrath on you, and accomplish my anger

against you, and will judge you according to your ways. I will bring on you
all your abominations.

9My eye won’t spare, neither will I have pity. I will punish you according
to your ways. Your abominations will be among you. Then you will know
that I, the LORD, strike.

10 “ ‘Behold, the day! Behold, it comes! Your doom has gone out. The rod
has blossomed. Pride has budded.

11 Violence has risen up into a rod of wickedness. None of them will
remain, nor of their multitude, nor of their wealth. There will be nothing
of value among them.

12The time has come! The day draws near. Don’t let the buyer rejoice, nor
the seller mourn; for wrath is on all its multitude.

13 For the seller won’t return to that which is sold, although they are still
alive; for the vision concerns the whole multitude of it. None will return.
None will strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life.

14They have blown the trumpet, and havemade all ready; but no one goes
to the battle, for mywrath is on all its multitude.
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15 “ ‘The sword is outside, and the pestilence and the famine within. He
who is in thefieldwill dieby the sword. Hewho is in thecitywill bedevoured
by famine and pestilence.

16But of those who escape, they will escape and will be on the mountains
like doves of the valleys, all of themmoaning, everyone in his iniquity.

17All hands will be feeble, and all knees will be weak as water.
18 They will also clothe themselves with sackcloth, and horror will cover

them. Shamewill be on all faces, and baldness on all their heads.
19 They will cast their silver in the streets, and their gold will be as an

unclean thing. Their silver and their gold won’t be able to deliver them in
thedayof theLORD’swrath. Theywon’t satisfy their souls orfill theirbellies;
because it has been the stumbling block of their iniquity.

20As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it inmajesty; but theymade the
images of their abominations and their detestable things therein. Therefore
I havemade it to them as an unclean thing.

21 I will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked
of the earth for a plunder; and they will profane it.

22 Iwill also turnmyface fromthem, and theywill profanemysecretplace.
Robbers will enter into it, and profane it.

23 “ ‘Make chains, for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of
violence.

24 Therefore I will bring the worst of the nations, and they will possess
their houses. I will also make the pride of the strong to cease. Their holy
places will be profaned.

25Destruction comes! They will seek peace, and there will be none.
26Mischief will come on mischief, and rumor will be on rumor. They will

seek a vision of the prophet; but the law will perish from the priest, and
counsel from the elders.

27The kingwillmourn, and the princewill be clothedwith desolation. The
hands of the people of the land will be troubled. I will do to them after their
way, and according to their own judgments Iwill judge them. Then theywill
know that I am the LORD.’ ”

8
1 In the sixth year, in the sixthmonth, in the fifth day of themonth, as I sat

inmy house, and the elders of Judah sat beforeme, the Lord GOD’s hand fell
onme there.

2 Then I saw, and behold, a likeness as the appearance of fire—from
the appearance of his waist and downward, fire, and from his waist and
upward, as the appearance of brightness, as it were glowingmetal.

3He stretched out the form of a hand, and took me by a lock of my head;
and the Spirit liftedmeup between earth and the sky, and broughtme in the
visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the gate of the inner court that
looks toward the north, where there was the seat of the image of jealousy,
which provokes to jealousy.

4 Behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the
appearance that I saw in the plain.

5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, lift up your eyes now the way toward
the north.”
So I lifted upmyeyes theway toward thenorth, and saw, northward of the

gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry.
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6 He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they do? Even the great
abominations that the house of Israel commit here, that I should go far off
frommy sanctuary? But you will again see yet other great abominations.”

7Hebroughtme to the door of the court; andwhen I looked, behold, a hole
in the wall.

8Then he said to me, “Son of man, dig now in the wall.”
When I had dug in the wall, I saw a door.
9Hesaid tome, “Go in, andsee thewickedabominations that theydohere.”
10 So I went in and looked, and saw every form of creeping things,

abominable animals, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed
around on the wall.

11 Seventy men of the elders of the house of Israel stood before them. In
themiddle of them Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan stood, everymanwith his
censer in his hand; and the smell of the cloud of incense went up.

12 Then he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the
house of Israel do in the dark, every man in his rooms of imagery? For they
say, ‘The LORD doesn’t see us. The LORD has forsaken the land.’ ”

13He said also to me, “You will again see more of the great abominations
which they do.”

14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’s house which
was toward the north; and I saw the women sit there weeping for Tammuz.

15Then he said to me, “Have you seen this, son of man? Youwill again see
yet greater abominations than these.”

16He brought me into the inner court of the LORD’s house; and I saw at
the door of the LORD’s temple, between the porch and the altar, there were
about twenty-fivemenwith their backs toward the LORD’s temple and their
faces toward the east. They were worshiping the sun toward the east.

17Then he said tome, “Have you seen this, son ofman? Is it a light thing to
the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit
here? For they have filled the land with violence, and have turned again to
provokeme to anger. Behold, they put the branch to their nose.

18 Therefore I will also deal in wrath. My eye won’t spare, neither will I
have pity. Though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, yet I will not hear
them.”

9
1Then he cried inmy ears with a loud voice, saying, “Cause those who are

in charge of the city to draw near, each man with his destroying weapon in
his hand.”

2Behold, six men came from the way of the upper gate, which lies toward
the north, every man with his slaughter weapon in his hand. One man in
themiddle of themwas clothed in linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side.
They went in, and stood beside the bronze altar.

3 The glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub, whereupon it
was, to the threshold of the house; and he called to theman clothed in linen,
who had the writer’s inkhorn by his side.

4 The LORD said to him, “Go through the middle of the city, through the
middle of Jerusalem, and set a mark on the foreheads of the men that sigh
and that cry over all the abominations that are done within it.”

5 To the others he said in my hearing, “Go through the city after him, and
strike. Don’t let your eye spare, neither have pity.
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6 Kill utterly the old man, the young man, the virgin, little children and
women; but don’t come near any man on whom is the mark. Begin at my
sanctuary.”
Then they began at the old menwhowere before the house.
7He said to them, “Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain. Go

out!”
They went out, and struck in the city.
8While they were killing, and I was left, I fell on my face, and cried, and

said, “AhLordGOD!Will youdestroy all the residue of Israel in your pouring
out of your wrath on Jerusalem?”

9 Then he said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is
exceedinglygreat, and the land is full ofblood, and thecity full ofperversion;
for they say, ‘The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD doesn’t see.’

10 As for me also, my eye won’t spare, neither will I have pity, but I will
bring their way on their head.”

11 Behold, the man clothed in linen, who had the inkhorn by his side,
reported thematter, saying, “I have done as you have commandedme.”

10
1 Then I looked, and see, in the expanse that was over the head of the

cherubim there appeared above them as it were a sapphire* stone, as the
appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2 He spoke to the man clothed in linen, and said, “Go in between the
whirlingwheels, even under the cherub, and fill both your handswith coals
of fire from between the cherubim, and scatter them over the city.”
Hewent in as I watched.
3 Now the cherubim stood on the right side of the house when the man

went in; and the cloud filled the inner court.
4 The LORD’s glory mounted up from the cherub, and stood over the

thresholdof thehouse; and thehousewasfilledwith the cloud, and the court
was full of the brightness of the LORD’s glory.

5 The sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard even to the outer
court, as the voice of God Almighty when he speaks.

6 It came to pass, when he commanded the man clothed in linen, saying,
“Take fire from between the whirling wheels, from between the cherubim,”
that he went in and stood beside a wheel.

7The cherub stretched out his hand frombetween the cherubim to thefire
thatwasbetween the cherubim, and took someof it, andput it into thehands
of himwhowas clothed in linen, who took it and went out.

8 The form of a man’s hand appeared here in the cherubim under their
wings.

9 I looked, and behold, there were four wheels beside the cherubim, one
wheel beside one cherub, and another wheel beside another cherub. The
appearance of the wheels was like a beryl stone.

10As for their appearance, the four of them had one likeness, like a wheel
within a wheel.

11When they went, they went in their four directions. They didn’t turn
as they went, but to the place where the head looked they followed it. They
didn’t turn as they went.

* 10:1 or, lapis lazuli
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12 Their whole body, including their backs, their hands, their wings, and
thewheels,were full of eyesall around, even thewheels that the fourof them
had.

13As for thewheels, theywere called inmyhearing, “thewhirlingwheels”.
14 Every one of them had four faces. The first face was the face of the

cherub. The second face was the face of a man. The third face was the face
of a lion. The fourth was the face of an eagle.

15The cherubimmounted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the
river Chebar.

16When the cherubim went, the wheels went beside them; and when the
cherubim lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the wheels also
didn’t turn from beside them.

17When they stood, these stood. When they mounted up, these mounted
upwith them; for the spirit of the living creature was in them.

18 The LORD’s glory went out from over the threshold of the house and
stood over the cherubim.

19 The cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the earth in
my sight when theywent out, with thewheels beside them. Then they stood
at the door of the east gate of the LORD’s house; and the glory of the God of
Israel was over them above.

20This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river
Chebar; and I knew that they were cherubim.

21Every one had four faces, and every one four wings. The likeness of the
hands of a manwas under their wings.

22As for the likeness of their faces, they were the faces which I saw by the
river Chebar, their appearances and themselves. They each went straight
forward.

11
1Moreover the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the

LORD’s house, which looks eastward. Behold, twenty-five men were at the
door of the gate; and I saw among them Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and
Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people.

2He said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who devise iniquity, and
who give wicked counsel in this city;

3who say, ‘The time is not near to build houses. This is the cauldron, and
we are themeat.’

4Therefore prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of man.”
5The LORD’s Spirit fell on me, and he said to me, “Speak, ‘The LORD says:

“Thus you have said, house of Israel; for I know the things that come into
yourmind.

6You have multiplied your slain in this city, and you have filled its streets
with the slain.”

7 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Your slain whom you have laid in the
middle of it, they are the meat, and this is the cauldron; but you will be
brought out of themiddle of it.

8 You have feared the sword; and I will bring the sword on you,” says the
Lord GOD.

9 “I will bring you out of themiddle of it, and deliver you into the hands of
strangers, and will execute judgments among you.

10You will fall by the sword. I will judge you in the border of Israel. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.
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11Thiswill notbeyourcauldron, neitherwill yoube themeat in themiddle
of it. I will judge you in the border of Israel.

12 You will know that I am the LORD, for you have not walked in my
statutes. You have not executed my ordinances, but have done after the
ordinances of the nations that are around you.” ’ ”

13When I prophesied, Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then I fell down
on my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah Lord GOD! Will you
make a full end of the remnant of Israel?”

14The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
15 “Son of man, your brothers, even your brothers, the men of your

relatives, and all the house of Israel, all of them, are the ones to whom the
inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Go far away from the LORD. This land
has been given to us for a possession.’

16 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Whereas I have removed them
far off among the nations, and whereas I have scattered them among the
countries, yet I will be to them a sanctuary for a little while in the countries
where they have come.” ’

17 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “I will gather you from the peoples,
and assemble you out of the countries where you have been scattered, and I
will give you the land of Israel.”

18 “ ‘They will come there, and they will take away all its detestable things
and all its abominations from there.

19 I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them. I will
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh,

20 that they may walk in my statutes, and keep my ordinances, and do
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God.

21 But as for them whose heart walks after the heart of their detestable
things and their abominations, I will bring their way on their own heads,’
says the Lord GOD.”

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, and the wheels were beside
them. The glory of the God of Israel was over them above.

23The LORD’s glory went up from the middle of the city, and stood on the
mountain which is on the east side of the city.

24The Spirit liftedme up, and broughtme in the vision by the Spirit of God
into Chaldea, to the captives.
So the vision that I had seen went up fromme.
25Then I spoke to the captives all the things that the LORD had shownme.

12
1The LORD’s word also came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, you dwell in the middle of the rebellious house, who have

eyes to see, and don’t see, who have ears to hear, and don’t hear; for they are
a rebellious house.

3 “Therefore, you son ofman, prepare your baggage formoving, andmove
byday in their sight. Youshallmove fromyourplace toanotherplace in their
sight. It may be they will consider, though they are a rebellious house.

4 You shall bring out your baggage by day in their sight, as baggage for
moving. You shall go out yourself at evening in their sight, as when men go
out into exile.

5Dig through the wall in their sight, and carry your baggage out that way.
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6 In their sight you shall bear it on your shoulder, and carry it out in the
dark. You shall cover your face, so that you don’t see the land, for I have set
you for a sign to the house of Israel.”

7 I did so as I was commanded. I brought out my baggage by day, as
baggage formoving, and in theevening Idug through thewallwithmyhand.
I brought it out in the dark, and bore it onmy shoulder in their sight.

8 In themorning, the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
9 “Son of man, hasn’t the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said to you,

‘What are you doing?’
10 “Say to them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “This burden concerns the prince in

Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel among whom they are.” ’
11 “Say, ‘I amyour sign. As I have done, sowill it be done to them. Theywill

go into exile, into captivity.
12 “ ‘The prince who is among themwill bear his baggage on his shoulder

in the dark, and will go out. They will dig through the wall to carry things
out that way. Hewill cover his face, because hewill not see the landwith his
eyes.

13 I will also spread my net on him, and he will be taken in my snare. I
will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he will not see it,
though he will die there.

14 I will scatter toward every wind all who are around him to help him,
and all his bands. I will draw out the sword after them.

15 “ ‘They will know that I am the LORD when I disperse them among the
nations and scatter them through the countries.

16But Iwill leave a fewmenof them from the sword, from the famine, and
from the pestilence, that theymay declare all their abominations among the
nations where they come. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

17Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
18 “Son of man, eat your bread with quaking, and drink your water with

trembling and with fearfulness.
19 Tell the people of the land, ‘The Lord GOD says concerning the inhab-

itants of Jerusalem and the land of Israel: “They will eat their bread with
fearfulness and drink their water in dismay, that her land may be desolate,
and all that is therein, because of the violence of all thosewhodwell therein.

20 The cities that are inhabited will be laid waste, and the land will be a
desolation. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

21The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
22 “Son of man, what is this proverb that you have in the land of Israel,

saying, ‘The days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?
23 Tell them therefore, ‘The Lord GOD says: “I will make this proverb to

cease, and they will no more use it as a proverb in Israel;” ’ but tell them,
‘ “The days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every vision.

24 For there will be no more any false vision nor flattering divination
within the house of Israel.

25 For I am the LORD. I will speak, and the word that I speak will be
performed. It will be nomore deferred; for in your days, rebellious house, I
will speak the word andwill perform it,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

26Again the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
27 “Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, ‘The vision that he

sees is for many days to come, and he prophesies of times that are far off.’
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28 “Therefore tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “None of my words will be
deferred anymore, but the wordwhich I speakwill be performed,” says the
Lord GOD.’ ”

13
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and

say to those who prophesy out of their own heart, ‘Hear the LORD’s word:
3 The Lord GOD says, “Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own

spirit, and have seen nothing!
4 Israel, your prophets have been like foxes in the waste places.
5 You have not gone up into the gaps or built up the wall for the house of

Israel, to stand in the battle in the LORD’s day.
6Theyhave seen falsehood and lying divination,who say, ‘TheLORD says;’

but the LORDhas not sent them. They havemademen to hope that theword
would be confirmed.

7Haven’t you seen a false vision, and haven’t you spoken a lying divina-
tion, in that you say, ‘The LORD says;’ but I have not spoken?”

8“ ‘Therefore theLordGODsays: “Becauseyouhave spoken falsehoodand
seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you,” says the Lord GOD.

9“Myhandwill beagainst theprophetswhosee falsevisionsandwhoutter
lying divinations. They will not be in the council of my people, neither will
they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither will they enter
into the land of Israel. Then youwill know that I am the Lord GOD.”

10 “ ‘Because, even because they have seducedmy people, saying, “Peace;”
and there is nopeace. Whenonebuilds upawall, behold, theyplaster itwith
whitewash.

11 Tell those who plaster it with whitewash that it will fall. There will be
an overflowing shower; and you, great hailstones, will fall. A stormy wind
will tear it.

12Behold, when the wall has fallen, won’t it be said to you, “Where is the
plaster with which you have plastered it?”

13 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I will even tear it with a stormy wind
in my wrath. There will be an overflowing shower in my anger, and great
hailstones in wrath to consume it.

14 So I will break down the wall that you have plastered with whitewash,
and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be uncovered. It
will fall, and you will be consumed in the middle of it. Then you will know
that I am the LORD.

15 Thus I will accomplish my wrath on the wall, and on those who have
plastered it with whitewash. I will tell you, ‘The wall is no more, nor those
who plastered it—

16 to wit, the prophets of Israel who prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and
who see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace,’ ” says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

17You, son ofman, set your face against the daughters of your people, who
prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy against them,

18and say, “The Lord GOD says: ‘Woe to the womenwho sewmagic bands
on all elbows and make veils for the head of persons of every stature to
hunt souls! Will you hunt the souls of my people and save souls alive for
yourselves?
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19You have profanedme amongmy people for handfuls of barley and for
pieces of bread, to kill the soulswho shouldnotdie and to save the souls alive
who should not live, by your lying to my people who listen to lies.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I am against your magic bands,
with which you hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from
your arms. I will let the souls fly free, even the souls whom you ensnare like
birds.

21 I will also tear your veils and deliver my people out of your hand; and
theywill no longer be in your hand to be ensnared. Then youwill know that
I am the LORD.

22 Because with lies you have grieved the heart of the righteous, whom I
havenotmadesad; andstrengthened thehandsof thewicked, thathe should
not return from his wicked way, and be saved alive.

23Therefore you shall no more see false visions nor practice divination. I
will deliver my people out of your hand. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.’ ”

14
1Then some of the elders of Israel came tome and sat before me.
2The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
3 “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their heart, and put

the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face. Should I be inquired
of at all by them?

4Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Everyman
of thehouseof Israelwho takeshis idols intohisheartandputs thestumbling
block of his iniquity before his face then comes to the prophet, I the LORD
will answer him there according to themultitude of his idols,

5 that I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are
all estranged fromme through their idols.” ’

6 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Return, and
turn yourselves from your idols! Turn away your faces from all your
abominations.

7 “ ‘ “For everyone of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who live in
Israel, who separates himself fromme and takes his idols into his heart, and
puts the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and comes to the
prophet to inquire for himself of me, I the LORDwill answer him bymyself.

8 I will set my face against that man and will make him an astonishment,
for a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from amongmy people. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘ “If the prophet is deceived and speaks a word, I, the LORD, have
deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand on him, and will
destroy him from amongmy people Israel.

10Theywill bear their iniquity. The iniquity of the prophet will be even as
the iniquity of himwho seeks him,

11 that the house of Israel may no more go astray from me, neither defile
themselves anymore with all their transgressions; but that theymay bemy
people, and I may be their God,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

12The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
13 “Son ofman, when a land sins againstme by committing a trespass, and

I stretch out my hand on it, and break the staff of its bread and send famine
on it, and cut off from it man and animal—
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14 though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would
deliver only their own souls by their righteousness,” says the Lord GOD.

15“If I cause evil animals to pass through the land, and they ravage it and it
is made desolate, so that nomanmay pass through because of the animals—

16 though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they
would deliver neither sons nor daughters. They only would be delivered,
but the land would be desolate.

17 “Or if I bring a sword on that land, and say, ‘Sword, go through the land,
so that I cut off from it man and animal’—

18 though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they
would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they onlywould be delivered
themselves.

19 “Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my wrath on it in
blood, to cut off from it man and animal—

20 though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD,
“theywould deliver neither son nor daughter; theywould deliver only their
own souls by their righteousness.”

21 For the Lord GOD says: “How much more when I send my four severe
judgments on Jerusalem—the sword, the famine, the evil animals, and the
pestilence—to cut off from it man and animal!

22Yet, behold, therewill be left a remnant in it thatwill be carriedout, both
sons anddaughters. Behold, theywill come out to you, and youwill see their
way and their doings. Then youwill be comforted concerning the evil that I
have brought on Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought on it.

23 They will comfort you, when you see their way and their doings; then
you will know that I have not done all that I have done in it without cause,”
says the Lord GOD.

15
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, what is the vine tree more than any tree, the vine branch

which is among the trees of the forest?
3Will wood be taken of it to make anything? Will men take a pin of it to

hang any vessel on it?
4Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire has devoured both its ends,

and themiddle of it is burned. Is it profitable for any work?
5Behold, when it was whole, it was suitable for no work. Howmuch less,

when the fire has devoured it, and it has been burned, will it yet be suitable
for any work?”

6 Therefore the Lord GOD says: “As the vine wood among the trees of the
forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so I will give the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

7 I will setmy face against them. Theywill go out from the fire, but the fire
will still devour them. Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I set
my face against them.

8 I willmake the land desolate, because they have acted unfaithfully,” says
the Lord GOD.

16
1Again the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations;
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3and say, ‘The Lord GOD says to Jerusalem: “Your origin and your birth is
of the land of the Canaanite. An Amorite was your father, and your mother
was a Hittite.

4 As for your birth, in the day you were born your navel was not cut.
You weren’t washed in water to cleanse you. You weren’t salted at all, nor
wrapped in blankets at all.

5No eye pitied you, to do any of these things to you, to have compassion on
you; but you were cast out in the open field, because you were abhorred in
the day that you were born.

6 “ ‘ “When I passed by you, and saw youwallowing in your blood, I said to
you, ‘Though you are in your blood, live!’ Yes, I said to you, ‘Though you are
in your blood, live!’

7 I caused you to multiply as that which grows in the field, and you
increased andgrewgreat, andyouattained to excellent beauty. Yourbreasts
were formed, and your hair grew; yet you were naked and bare.

8 “ ‘ “Now when I passed by you, and looked at you, behold, your time
was the time of love; and I spread my garment over you and covered your
nakedness. Yes, I pledged myself to you and entered into a covenant with
you,” says the Lord GOD, “and you becamemine.

9 “ ‘ “Then I washed you with water. Yes, I thoroughly washed away your
blood from you, and I anointed you with oil.

10 I clothed you also with embroidered work and put leather sandals on
you. I dressed you with fine linen and covered you with silk.

11 I decked you with ornaments, put bracelets on your hands, and put a
chain on your neck.

12 I put a ring on your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown
on your head.

13 Thus you were decked with gold and silver. Your clothing was of fine
linen, silk, and embroidered work. You ate fine flour, honey, and oil. You
were exceedingly beautiful, and you prospered to royal estate.

14 Your renown went out among the nations for your beauty; for it was
perfect, throughmymajesty which I had put on you,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘ “But you trusted in your beauty, and played the prostitute because of
your renown, and poured out your prostitution on everyonewho passed by.
It was his.

16 You took some of your garments, and made for yourselves high places
decked with various colors, and played the prostitute on them. This
shouldn’t happen, neither shall it be.

17 You also took your beautiful jewels of my gold and of my silver, which
I had given you, and made for yourself images of men, and played the
prostitute with them.

18You took your embroidered garments, covered them, and setmy oil and
my incense before them.

19My bread also which I gave you, fine flour, oil, and honey, with which
I fed you, you even set it before them for a pleasant aroma; and so it was,”
says the Lord GOD.

20 “ ‘ “Moreover you have taken your sons and your daughters, whom you
haveborne tome, andyouhave sacrificed these to themtobedevoured. Was
your prostitution a small matter,

21 that you have slainmy children and delivered themup, in causing them
to pass through the fire to them?
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22 In all your abominations and your prostitution you have not remem-
bered the days of your youth, when you were naked and bare, and were
wallowing in your blood.

23 “ ‘ “It has happened after all your wickedness—woe, woe to you!” says
the Lord GOD—

24 “that you have built for yourselves a vaulted place, and have made
yourselves a lofty place in every street.

25You have built your lofty place at the head of everyway, and havemade
your beauty an abomination, and have opened your feet to everyone who
passed by, andmultiplied your prostitution.

26 You have also committed sexual immorality with the Egyptians, your
neighbors, great of flesh; and have multiplied your prostitution, to provoke
me to anger.

27 See therefore, I have stretched out my hand over you, and have dimin-
ished your portion, and delivered you to the will of those who hate you, the
daughters of the Philistines, who are ashamed of your lewdway.

28 You have played the prostitute also with the Assyrians, because you
were insatiable; yes, you have played the prostitute with them, and yet you
weren’t satisfied.

29 You have moreover multiplied your prostitution to the land of mer-
chants, to Chaldea; and yet you weren’t satisfied with this.

30 “ ‘ “Howweak is your heart,” says the Lord GOD, “since you do all these
things, the work of an impudent prostitute;

31 in that you build your vaulted place at the head of every way, andmake
your lofty place in every street, andhavenot been as a prostitute, in that you
scorn pay.

32 “ ‘ “Adulterous wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband!
33 People give gifts to all prostitutes; but you give your gifts to all your

lovers, and bribe them, that they may come to you on every side for your
prostitution.

34You are different from otherwomen in your prostitution, in that no one
follows you to play the prostitute; and whereas you give hire, and no hire is
given to you, therefore you are different.” ’

35 “Therefore, prostitute, hear the LORD’s word:
36 ‘The Lord GOD says, “Because your filthiness was poured out, and

your nakedness uncovered through your prostitutionwith your lovers; and
because of all the idols of your abominations, and for the blood of your
children, that you gave to them;

37 therefore see, I will gather all your lovers, with whom you have taken
pleasure, and all thosewhomyou have loved, with all thosewhomyou have
hated. I will even gather them against you on every side, and will uncover
your nakedness to them, that theymay see all your nakedness.

38 I will judge you as women who break wedlock and shed blood are
judged; and I will bring on you the blood of wrath and jealousy.

39 I will also give you into their hand, and they will throw down your
vaulted place, and break down your lofty places. Theywill strip you of your
clothes and take your beautiful jewels. They will leave you naked and bare.

40They will also bring up a company against you, and they will stone you
with stones, and thrust you through with their swords.
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41 They will burn your houses with fire, and execute judgments on you
in the sight of many women. I will cause you to cease from playing the
prostitute, and you will also give no hire anymore.

42So Iwill causemywrath toward you to rest, andmy jealousywill depart
from you. I will be quiet, and will not be angry anymore.

43 “ ‘ “Because you have not remembered the days of your youth, but have
raged against me in all these things; therefore, behold, I also will bring
your way on your head,” says the Lord GOD: “and you shall not commit this
lewdness with all your abominations.

44 “ ‘ “Behold, everyone who uses proverbs will use this proverb against
you, saying, ‘As is themother, so is her daughter.’

45You are the daughter of yourmother, who loathes her husband and her
children; and you are the sister of your sisters, who loathed their husbands
and their children. Yourmother was a Hittite, and your father an Amorite.

46 Your elder sister is Samaria, who dwells at your left hand, she and her
daughters; and your younger sister, who dwells at your right hand, is Sodom
with her daughters.

47Yet youhavenotwalked in theirways, nor done their abominations; but
soon youweremore corrupt than they in all your ways.

48As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “Sodom your sister has not done, she nor
her daughters, as you have done, you and your daughters.

49 “ ‘ “Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: pride, fullness of
bread, and prosperous easewas in her and in her daughters. She also didn’t
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

50They were arrogant and committed abomination before me. Therefore
I took them awaywhen I saw it.

51 Samaria hasn’t committed half of your sins; but you have multiplied
your abominations more than they, and have justified your sisters by all
your abominations which you have done.

52Youalsobearyourownshameyourself, in that youhavegiven judgment
for your sisters; through your sins that you have committed more abom-
inable than they, they aremore righteous than you. Yes, be also confounded,
and bear your shame, in that you have justified your sisters.

53 “ ‘ “I will reverse their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daugh-
ters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, and the captivity of
your captives among them;

54 that youmay bear your own shame, andmay be ashamed because of all
that you have done, in that you are a comfort to them.

55 Your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, will return to their former
estate; andSamariaandherdaughterswill return to their formerestate; and
you and your daughters will return to your former estate.

56 For your sister Sodom was not mentioned by your mouth in the day of
your pride,

57 before your wickedness was uncovered, as at the time of the reproach
of the daughters of Syria, and of all who are around her, the daughters of the
Philistines, who despise you all around.

58You have borne your lewdness and your abominations,” says the LORD.
59 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “I will also deal with you as you have done,

who have despised the oath in breaking the covenant.
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60Nevertheless I will remembermy covenantwith you in the days of your
youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you.

61Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when you receive
your sisters, your elder sisters and your younger; and Iwill give them to you
for daughters, but not by your covenant.

62 I will establishmy covenant with you. Then youwill know that I am the
LORD;

63 that you may remember, and be confounded, and never open your
mouth any more because of your shame, when I have forgiven you all that
you have done,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

17
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, tell a riddle, and speak a parable to the house of Israel;
3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “A great eagle with great wings and long

feathers, full of feathers which had various colors, came to Lebanon and
took the top of the cedar.

4He cropped off the topmost of its young twigs, and carried it to a land of
traffic. He planted it in a city of merchants.

5 “ ‘ “Healso took some of the seed of the land andplanted it in fruitful soil.
He placed it beside manywaters. He set it as a willow tree.

6 It grew and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches
turned toward him, and its roots were under him. So it became a vine,
produced branches, and shot out sprigs.

7 “ ‘ “There was also another great eagle with great wings and many
feathers. Behold, this vine bent its roots toward him, and shot out its
branches toward him, from the ground where it was planted, that he might
water it.

8 It was planted in a good soil by many waters, that it might produce
branches and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a good vine.” ’

9 “Say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Will it prosper? Won’t he pull up its roots
and cut off its fruit, that it maywither, that all its fresh springing leavesmay
wither? It can’t be raised from its roots by a strong arm ormany people.

10Yes, behold, being planted, will it prosper? Won’t it utterly witherwhen
the east wind touches it? It will wither in the groundwhere it grew.” ’ ”

11Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
12 “Say now to the rebellious house, ‘Don’t you know what these things

mean?’ Tell them, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took
its king, and its princes, and brought them to him to Babylon.

13He took one of the royal offspring,* and made a covenant with him. He
also brought him under an oath, and took away themighty of the land,

14 that the kingdom might be brought low, that it might not lift itself up,
but that by keeping his covenant it might stand.

15But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that
theymight give him horses andmany people. Will he prosper? Will he who
does such things escape? Will he break the covenant, and still escape?

16 “ ‘As I live,’ says the LordGOD, ‘surely in the placewhere the king dwells
whomade himking, whose oath he despised, andwhose covenant he broke,
even with him in themiddle of Babylon he will die.

* 17:13 or, seed
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17Pharaohwith hismighty armyand great companywon’t help him in the
war, when they cast upmounds and build forts to cut offmany persons.

18 For he has despised the oath by breaking the covenant; and behold, he
had given his hand, and yet has done all these things. He won’t escape.

19 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘As I live, I will surely bring on his own
headmy oath that he has despised andmy covenant that he has broken.

20 Iwill spreadmynet onhim, andhewill be taken inmysnare. Iwill bring
him to Babylon, andwill enter into judgmentwith him there for his trespass
that he has trespassed against me.

21 All his fugitives in all his bands will fall by the sword, and those who
remain will be scattered toward every wind. Then you will know that I, the
LORD, have spoken it.’

22 “The Lord GOD says: ‘I will also take some of the lofty top of the cedar,
and will plant it. I will crop off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender
one, and I will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.

23 I will plant it in themountain of the height of Israel; and it will produce
boughs, and bear fruit, and be a good cedar. Birds of every kindwill dwell in
the shade of its branches.

24All the trees of the field will know that I, the LORD, have brought down
the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and
havemade the dry tree flourish.

“ ‘I, the LORD, have spoken and have done it.’ ”
18

1The LORD’s word came tome again, saying,
2 “What do you mean, that you use this proverb concerning the land of

Israel, saying,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
3 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “you shall not use this proverb any more

in Israel.
4Behold, all souls aremine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the

son is mine. The soul who sins, he shall die.
5 “But if a man is just,

and does that which is lawful and right,
6and has not eaten on themountains,

hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel,
hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,

hasn’t come near a woman in her impurity,
7and has not wronged any,

but has restored to the debtor his pledge,
has taken nothing by robbery,

has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a garment;

8he who hasn’t lent to themwith interest,
hasn’t taken any increase from them,

who has withdrawn his hand from iniquity,
has executed true justice betweenman andman,

9has walked inmy statutes,
and has kept my ordinances,
to deal truly;
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he is just,
he shall surely live,” says the Lord GOD.

10 “If he fathers a sonwho is a robber who sheds blood, andwho does any
one of these things,

11or who does not do any of those things
but has eaten at themountain shrines

and defiled his neighbor’s wife,
12has wronged the poor and needy,

has taken by robbery,
has not restored the pledge,

and has lifted up his eyes to the idols,
has committed abomination,

13has lent with interest,
and has taken increase from the poor,

shall he then live? He shall not live. He has done all these abominations. He
shall surely die. His blood will be on him.

14 “Now, behold, if he fathers a son who sees all his father’s sins which he
has done, and fears, and doesn’t do likewise,
15who hasn’t eaten on themountains,

hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel,
hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,

16hasn’t wronged any,
hasn’t taken anything to pledge,

hasn’t taken by robbery,
but has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a garment;

17who has withdrawn his hand from the poor,
who hasn’t received interest or increase,

has executedmy ordinances,
has walked inmy statutes;

he shall not die for the iniquity of his father. He shall surely live.
18As forhis father, becausehe cruelly oppressed, robbedhis brother, anddid
that which is not good among his people, behold, he will die in his iniquity.

19 “Yet you say, ‘Whydoesn’t the son bear the iniquity of the father?’ When
the son has done that which is lawful and right, and has kept all my statutes,
and has done them, he will surely live.

20The soul who sins, he shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the fatherbear the iniquityof the son. Therighteousness
of the righteous shall be on him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
on him.

21 “But if the wicked turns from all his sins that he has committed, and
keeps allmy statutes, and does thatwhich is lawful and right, he shall surely
live. He shall not die.

22None of his transgressions that he has committed will be remembered
against him. In his righteousness that he has done, he shall live.

23Have I anypleasure in thedeathof thewicked?” says theLordGOD, “and
not rather that he should return from his way, and live?

24 “But when the righteous turns away from his righteousness, and com-
mits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked
man does, should he live? None of his righteous deeds that he has done will
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be remembered. In his trespass that he has trespassed, and in his sin that he
has sinned, in them he shall die.

25“Yet you say, ‘Thewayof theLord isnot equal.’ Hearnow, houseof Israel:
Is myway not equal? Aren’t your ways unequal?

26 When the righteous man turns away from his righteousness, and
commits iniquity, and dies in it, then he dies in his iniquity that he has done.

27 Again, when the wicked man turns away from his wickedness that he
has committed, and does that which is lawful and right, hewill save his soul
alive.

28 Because he considers, and turns away from all his transgressions that
he has committed, he shall surely live. He shall not die.

29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ House of
Israel, aren’t myways fair? Aren’t your ways unfair?

30 “Therefore I will judge you, house of Israel, everyone according to
his ways,” says the Lord GOD. “Return, and turn yourselves from all your
transgressions, so iniquity will not be your ruin.

31 Cast away from you all your transgressions in which you have trans-
gressed; and make yourself a new heart and a new spirit. For why will you
die, house of Israel?

32For I have no pleasure in the death of himwho dies,” says the LordGOD.
“Therefore turn yourselves, and live!

19
1 “Moreover, take up a lamentation for the princes of Israel,
2and say,

‘What was yourmother?
A lioness.

She couched among lions,
in themiddle of the young lions she nourished her cubs.

3 She brought up one of her cubs.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

4The nations also heard of him.
He was taken in their pit;
and they brought himwith hooks to the land of Egypt.

5 “ ‘Nowwhen she saw that she had waited,
and her hope was lost,

then she took another of her cubs,
andmade him a young lion.

6Hewent up and down among the lions.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

7He knew their palaces,
and laid waste their cities.

The land was desolate with its fullness,
because of the noise of his roaring.

8Then the nations attacked him on every side from the provinces.
They spread their net over him.
He was taken in their pit.
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9They put him in a cage with hooks,
and brought him to the king of Babylon.

They brought him into strongholds,
so that his voice should nomore be heard on themountains of Israel.

10 “ ‘Yourmother was like a vine in your blood, planted by the waters.
It was fruitful and full of branches by reason of manywaters.

11 It had strong branches for the scepters of those who ruled.
Their stature was exalted among the thick boughs.

They were seen in their height
with themultitude of their branches.

12But it was plucked up in fury.
It was cast down to the ground,

and the east wind dried up its fruit.
Its strong branches were broken off andwithered.
The fire consumed them.

13Now it is planted in the wilderness,
in a dry and thirsty land.

14Fire has gone out of its branches.
It has devoured its fruit,
so that there is in it no strong branch to be a scepter to rule.’

This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.”
20

1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, some
of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before me.

2The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD

says: “Is it to inquire ofme that youhave come? As I live,” says theLordGOD,
“I will not be inquired of by you.” ’

4 “Will you judge them, son of man? Will you judge them? Cause them to
know the abominations of their fathers.

5Tell them, ‘TheLordGOD says: “In the daywhen I chose Israel, and swore
to the offspring of the house of Jacob, andmademyself known to them in the
land of Egypt, when I swore to them, saying, ‘I am the LORD your God;’

6 in that day I swore to them to bring them out of the land of Egypt into a
land that I had searched out for them, flowing with milk and honey, which
is the glory of all lands.

7 I said to them, ‘Each of you throw away the abominations of his eyes.
Don’t defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’

8 “ ‘ “But they rebelled against me and wouldn’t listen to me. They didn’t
all throw away the abominations of their eyes. They also didn’t forsake the
idols of Egypt. Then I said Iwouldpour outmywrathon them, to accomplish
my anger against them in themiddle of the land of Egypt.

9 But I worked for my name’s sake, that it should not be profaned in the
sight of the nations among which they were, in whose sight I made myself
known to them in bringing them out of the land of Egypt.

10 So I caused them to go out of the land of Egypt and brought them into
the wilderness.

11 I gave them my statutes and showed them my ordinances, which if a
man does, he will live in them.
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12Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and
them, that theymight know that I am the LORDwho sanctifies them.

13 “ ‘ “But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness. They
didn’t walk in my statutes and they rejected my ordinances, which if a man
keeps, he shall live in them. They greatly profanedmy Sabbaths. Then I said
I would pour out mywrath on them in the wilderness, to consume them.

14 But I worked for my name’s sake, that it should not be profaned in the
sight of the nations, in whose sight I brought them out.

15Moreover also I swore to them in the wilderness that I would not bring
them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey,
which is the glory of all lands,

16 because they rejected my ordinances, and didn’t walk in my statutes,
and profanedmy Sabbaths; for their heart went after their idols.

17 Nevertheless my eye spared them, and I didn’t destroy them. I didn’t
make a full end of them in the wilderness.

18 I said to their children in the wilderness, ‘Don’t walk in the statutes of
your fathers. Don’t observe their ordinances or defile yourselves with their
idols.

19 I am the LORD your God. Walk inmy statutes, keepmy ordinances, and
do them.

20Make my Sabbaths holy. They shall be a sign between me and you, that
youmay know that I am the LORD your God.’

21 “ ‘ “But the children rebelled against me. They didn’t walk in my
statutes, and didn’t keepmy ordinances to do them, which if a man does, he
shall live in them. They profanedmy Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out
mywrath on them, to accomplishmy anger against them in the wilderness.

22Nevertheless I withdrewmy hand andworked formy name’s sake, that
it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, inwhose sight I brought
them out.

23Moreover I swore to them in the wilderness, that I would scatter them
among the nations and disperse them through the countries,

24 because they had not executed my ordinances, but had rejected my
statutes, and had profaned my Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their
fathers’ idols.

25Moreover also I gave them statutes that were not good, and ordinances
in which they couldn’t live.

26 I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused all that opens the
womb to pass through the fire, that I might make them desolate, to the end
that theymight know that I am the LORD.” ’

27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel, and tell them, ‘The
LordGOD says: “Moreover, in this your fathers have blasphemedme, in that
they have committed a trespass against me.

28Forwhen Ihadbrought them into the landwhich I swore to give to them,
then they saw every high hill and every thick tree, and they offered there
their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering.
There they alsomade their pleasant aroma, and there they poured out their
drink offerings.

29Then I said to them, ‘What does the high place where you go mean?’ So
its name is called Bamah* to this day.” ’
* 20:29 “Bamah” means “High Place”.
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30 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Do you pollute
yourselves in the way of your fathers? Do you play the prostitute after their
abominations?

31When you offer your gifts, when you make your sons pass through the
fire, do you pollute yourselves with all your idols to this day? Should I be
inquired of by you, house of Israel? As I live, says the Lord GOD, I will not be
inquired of by you!

32 “ ‘ “That which comes into your mind will not be at all, in that you say,
‘Wewill be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to servewood and
stone.’

33 As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty hand, with an
outstretched arm, and with wrath poured out, I will be king over you.

34 I will bring you out from the peoples, and will gather you out of
the countries in which you are scattered with a mighty hand, with an
outstretched arm, and with wrath poured out.

35 I will bring you into thewilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter
into judgment with you face to face.

36 Just as I entered into judgmentwith your fathers in thewilderness of the
land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you,” says the Lord GOD.

37 “Iwill cause you to pass under the rod, and Iwill bring you into the bond
of the covenant.

38 I will purge out from among you the rebels and thosewho disobeyme. I
will bring them out of the land where they live, but they shall not enter into
the land of Israel. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.”

39 “ ‘As for you, house of Israel, the LordGOD says: “Go, everyone serve his
idols, and hereafter also, if you will not listen to me; but you shall no more
profanemy holy namewith your gifts and with your idols.

40 For in my holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel,” says
the Lord GOD, “there all the house of Israel, all of them, shall serveme in the
land. There I will accept them, and there I will require your offerings and
the first fruits of your offerings, with all your holy things.

41 I will accept you as a pleasant aroma when I bring you out from
the peoples and gather you out of the countries in which you have been
scattered. I will be sanctified in you in the sight of the nations.

42 You will know that I am the LORD when I bring you into the land of
Israel, into the country which I swore to give to your fathers.

43 There you will remember your ways, and all your deeds in which you
have polluted yourselves. Then youwill loathe yourselves in your own sight
for all your evils that you have committed.

44 You will know that I am the LORD, when I have dealt with you for my
name’s sake, not according to your evil ways, nor according to your corrupt
doings, you house of Israel,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

45The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
46 “Son of man, set your face toward the south, and preach toward the

south, and prophesy against the forest of the field in the south.
47Tell the forest of the south, ‘Hear the LORD’s word: The Lord GOD says,

“Behold, I will kindle a fire in you, and itwill devour every green tree in you,
and every dry tree. The burning flame will not be quenched, and all faces
from the south to the north will be burned by it.
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48 All flesh will see that I, the LORD, have kindled it. It will not be
quenched.” ’ ”

49 Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! They say of me, ‘Isn’t he a speaker of
parables?’ ”

21
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem, and preach toward the

sanctuaries, and prophesy against the land of Israel.
3Tell the land of Israel, ‘TheLORD says: “Behold, I amagainst you, andwill

drawmy sword out of its sheath, andwill cut off from you the righteous and
the wicked.

4 Seeing then that I will cut off from you the righteous and the wicked,
therefore my sword will go out of its sheath against all flesh from the south
to the north.

5 All flesh will know that I, the LORD, have drawn my sword out of its
sheath. It will not return anymore.” ’

6 “Therefore sigh, you son of man. You shall sigh before their eyes with a
broken heart* and with bitterness.

7 It shall be, when they ask you, ‘Why do you sigh?’ that you shall say,
‘Because of the news, for it comes! Every heart will melt, all hands will be
feeble, every spirit will faint, and all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it
comes, and it shall be done, says the Lord GOD.’ ”

8The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
9 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘The LORD says:

“A sword! A sword!
It is sharpened,
and also polished.

10 It is sharpened that it maymake a slaughter.
It is polished that it may be as lightning.

Should we thenmakemirth?
The rod of my son condemns every tree.

11 It is given to be polished,
that it may be handled.

The sword is sharpened.
Yes, it is polished
to give it into the hand of the killer.” ’

12Cry andwail, son of man;
for it is onmy people.
It is on all the princes of Israel.

They are delivered over to the sword withmy people.
Therefore beat your thigh.

13 “For there is a trial. What if even the rod that condemns will be no
more?” says the Lord GOD.
14 “You therefore, son of man, prophesy,

and strike your hands together.
Let the sword be doubled the third time,

the sword of the fatally wounded.
It is the sword of the great one who is fatally wounded,

* 21:6 literally, the breaking of your thighs
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which enters into their rooms.
15 I have set the threatening sword against all their gates,

that their heart maymelt,
and their stumblings bemultiplied.

Ah! It is made as lightning.
It is pointed for slaughter.

16Gather yourselves together.
Go to the right.

Set yourselves in array.
Go to the left,
wherever your face is set.

17 I will also strike my hands together,
and I will cause mywrath to rest.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

18The LORD’s word came tome again, saying,
19 “Also, you son of man, appoint two ways, that the sword of the king of

Babylon may come. They both will come out of one land, and mark out a
place. Mark it out at the head of the way to the city.

20You shall appoint away for the sword to come to Rabbah of the children
of Ammon, and to Judah in Jerusalem the fortified.

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of
the two ways, to use divination. He shook the arrows back and forth. He
consulted the teraphim.† He looked in the liver.

22 In his right handwas the lot for Jerusalem, to set battering rams, to open
themouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voicewith shouting, to set battering
rams against the gates, to cast upmounds, and to build forts.

23 It will be to them as a false divination in their sight, who have sworn
oaths to them; but he brings iniquity to memory, that theymay be taken.

24 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because you have caused your iniquity
to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all
your doings your sins appear; because you have come to memory, you will
be taken with the hand.

25 “ ‘You, deadly wounded wicked one, the prince of Israel, whose day has
come, in the time of the iniquity of the end,

26 the Lord GOD says: “Remove the turban, and take off the crown. This
will not be as it was. Exalt that which is low, and humble that which is high.

27 I will overturn, overturn, overturn it. This alsowill be nomore, until he
comes whose right it is; and I will give it.” ’

28 “You, son ofman, prophesy and say, ‘The Lord GOD says this concerning
the children of Ammon, and concerning their reproach:
“A sword! A sword is drawn!

It is polished for the slaughter,
to cause it to devour,

that it may be as lightning;
29while they see for you false visions,

while they divine lies to you,
to lay you on the necks of the wicked who are deadly wounded,

whose day has come in the time of the iniquity of the end.
30Cause it to return into its sheath.
† 21:21 teraphimwere household idols thatmay have been associatedwith inheritance rights to the
household property.
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In the place where you were created,
in the land of your birth, I will judge you.

31 I will pour out my indignation on you.
I will blow on youwith the fire of mywrath.

I will deliver you into the hand of brutishmen,
skillful to destroy.

32Youwill be for fuel to the fire.
Your blood will be in themiddle of the land.

You will be remembered nomore;
for I, the LORD, have spoken it.” ’ ”

22
1Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “You, son of man, will you judge? Will you judge the bloody city? Then

cause her to know all her abominations.
3You shall say, ‘The LordGOD says: “A city that sheds bloodwithin herself,

that her timemay come, and that makes idols against herself to defile her!
4Youhave become guilty in your blood that youhave shed, and are defiled

in your idols which you have made! You have caused your days to draw
near, and have come to the end of your years. Therefore I have made you
a reproach to the nations, and amocking to all the countries.

5Those who are near and those who are far from you will mock you, you
infamous one, full of tumult.

6 “ ‘ “Behold, the princes of Israel, everyone according to his power, have
been in you to shed blood.

7 In you have they treated father andmotherwith contempt.* Among you
they have oppressed the foreigner. In you they have wronged the fatherless
and the widow.

8You have despisedmy holy things, and have profanedmy Sabbaths.
9 Slanderous men have been in you to shed blood. In you they have eaten

on themountains. They have committed lewdness among you.
10 In you have they uncovered their fathers’ nakedness. In you have they

humbled her whowas unclean in her impurity.
11One has committed abomination with his neighbor’s wife, and another

has lewdly defiled his daughter-in-law. Another in you has humbled his
sister, his father’s daughter.

12 In youhave they takenbribes to shedblood. Youhave taken interest and
increase, andyouhavegreedilygainedofyourneighborsbyoppression, and
have forgottenme,” says the Lord GOD.

13 “ ‘ “Behold, therefore I have struck my hand at your dishonest gain
which you havemade, and at the blood which has been shed within you.

14 Can your heart endure, or can your hands be strong, in the days that I
will deal with you? I, the LORD, have spoken it, and will do it.

15 I will scatter you among the nations, and disperse you through the
countries. I will purge your filthiness out of you.

16 You will be profaned in yourself in the sight of the nations. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

17The LORD’s word came tome, saying,

* 22:7 Literally, made light of father andmother.
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18 “Son ofman, the house of Israel has become dross tome. All of them are
bronze, tin, iron, and lead in the middle of the furnace. They are the dross
of silver.

19 Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because you have all become dross,
therefore, behold, I will gather you into themiddle of Jerusalem.

20 As they gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the middle of the
furnace, to blow the fire on it, tomelt it, so I will gather you inmy anger and
inmywrath, and I will lay you there andmelt you.

21 Yes, I will gather you, and blow on you with the fire of my wrath, and
you will be melted in themiddle of it.

22 As silver is melted in the middle of the furnace, so you will be melted
in the middle of it; and you will know that I, the LORD, have poured out my
wrath on you.’ ”

23The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, tell her, ‘You are a land that is not cleansed nor rained on

in the day of indignation.’
25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets within it, like a roaring lion

ravening the prey. They have devoured souls. They take treasure and
precious things. They havemademanywidows within it.

26Her priests have done violence to my law and have profaned my holy
things. They have made no distinction between the holy and the common,
neither have they causedmen to discernbetween theunclean and the clean,
and have hidden their eyes from my Sabbaths. So I am profaned among
them.

27Her princes within it are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood
and to destroy souls, that theymay get dishonest gain.

28 Her prophets have plastered for them with whitewash, seeing false
visions, and divining lies to them, saying, ‘The Lord GOD says,’ when the
LORD has not spoken.

29Thepeople of the landhaveusedoppressionandexercised robbery. Yes,
they have troubled the poor and needy, and have oppressed the foreigner
wrongfully.

30 “I sought for aman among themwhowould build up thewall and stand
in the gap before me for the land, that I would not destroy it; but I found no
one.

31Therefore I have poured out my indignation on them. I have consumed
them with the fire of my wrath. I have brought their own way on their
heads,” says the Lord GOD.

23
1The LORD’s word came again to me, saying,
2 “Son of man, there were twowomen, the daughters of onemother.
3 They played the prostitute in Egypt. They played the prostitute in their

youth. Their breasts were fondled there, and their youthful nipples were
caressed there.

4 Their names were Oholah the elder, and Oholibah her sister. They
became mine, and they bore sons and daughters. As for their names,
Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem Oholibah.

5 “Oholah played the prostitute when she was mine. She doted on her
lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbors,
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6whowere clothedwith blue—governors and rulers, all of them desirable
youngmen, horsemen riding on horses.

7 She gave herself as a prostitute to them, all of them the choicest men of
Assyria. She defiled herself with the idols of whomever she lusted after.

8She hasn’t left her prostitution since leaving Egypt; for in her youth they
lay with her. They caressed her youthful nipples and they poured out their
prostitution on her.

9 “Therefore I delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of
the Assyrians on whom she doted.

10These uncovered her nakedness. They took her sons and her daughters,
and they killed her with the sword. She became a byword among women;
for they executed judgments on her.

11 “Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she was more corrupt in her lusting
than she, and in her prostitution which was more depraved than the
prostitution of her sister.

12 She lusted after the Assyrians, governors and rulers—her neighbors,
clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding on horses, all of them desirable
youngmen.

13 I saw that she was defiled. They both went the sameway.
14 “She increased her prostitution; for she sawmen portrayed on thewall,

the images of the Chaldeans portrayed with red,
15dressed with belts on their waists, with flowing turbans on their heads,

all of them looking like princes, after the likeness of the Babylonians in
Chaldea, the land of their birth.

16As soon as she saw them, she lusted after them and sent messengers to
them into Chaldea.

17 The Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled
her with their prostitution. She was polluted with them, and her soul was
alienated from them.

18 So she uncovered her prostitution and uncovered her nakedness. Then
my soul was alienated from her, just like my soul was alienated from her
sister.

19Yet shemultiplied her prostitution, remembering the days of her youth,
in which she had played the prostitute in the land of Egypt.

20 She lusted after their lovers, whose flesh is as the flesh of donkeys, and
whose issue is like the issue of horses.

21Thus you called tomemory the lewdness of your youth, in the caressing
of your nipples by the Egyptians because of your youthful breasts.

22 “Therefore, Oholibah, the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will raise up your
lovers against you, fromwhom your soul is alienated, and I will bring them
against you on every side:

23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa, Koa, and all the
Assyrianswith them; all of themdesirableyoungmen, governorsandrulers,
princes andmen of renown, all of them riding on horses.

24 They will come against you with weapons, chariots, and wagons, and
with a company of peoples. They will set themselves against you with
buckler, shield, and helmet all around. I will commit the judgment to them,
and they will judge you according to their judgments.

25 I will set my jealousy against you, and they will deal with you in fury.
They will take away your nose and your ears. Your remnant will fall by the
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sword. Theywill take your sons and your daughters; and the rest of youwill
be devoured by the fire.

26 They will also strip you of your clothes and take away your beautiful
jewels.

27 Thus I will make your lewdness to cease from you, and remove your
prostitution from the land of Egypt, so that you will not lift up your eyes to
them, nor remember Egypt anymore.’

28 “For the LordGOD says: ‘Behold, I will deliver you into the hand of them
whom you hate, into the hand of them fromwhom your soul is alienated.

29Theywill deal with you in hatred, andwill take away all your labor, and
will leave you naked and bare. The nakedness of your prostitution will be
uncovered, both your lewdness and your prostitution.

30These thingswill be done to you because you have played the prostitute
after the nations, and because you are polluted with their idols.

31You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore I will give her cup
into your hand.’

32 “The Lord GOD says:
‘Youwill drink of your sister’s cup,

which is deep and large.
You will be ridiculed and held in derision.

It contains much.
33Youwill be filled with drunkenness and sorrow,

with the cup of astonishment and desolation,
with the cup of your sister Samaria.

34Youwill even drink it and drain it out.
You will gnaw the broken pieces of it,
and will tear your breasts;

for I have spoken it,’ says the Lord GOD.
35 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because you have forgotten me and

cast me behind your back, therefore you also bear your lewdness and your
prostitution.’ ”

36The LORD saidmoreover tome: “Son ofman,will you judgeOholah and
Oholibah? Then declare to them their abominations.

37 For they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands. They
have committed adultery with their idols. They have also caused their sons,
whom they bore to me, to pass through the fire to them to be devoured.

38Moreover this they have done tome: they have defiledmy sanctuary in
the same day, and have profanedmy Sabbaths.

39Forwhen they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the
same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and behold, they have done this
in themiddle of my house.

40 “Furthermore you sisters have sent formenwho come from far away, to
whom amessengerwas sent, and behold, they came; for whom youwashed
yourself, painted your eyes, decorated yourself with ornaments,

41and sat on a stately bed, with a table prepared before it, whereupon you
set my incense andmy oil.

42 “The voice of a multitude being at ease was with her. With men of the
common sort were brought drunkards from the wilderness; and they put
bracelets on their hands, and beautiful crowns on their heads.
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43 Then I said of her who was old in adulteries, ‘Now they will play the
prostitute with her, and she with them.’

44 They went in to her, as they go in to a prostitute. So they went in to
Oholah and to Oholibah, the lewdwomen.

45 Righteous men will judge them with the judgment of adulteresses and
with the judgmentofwomenwhoshedblood, because theyareadulteresses,
and blood is in their hands.

46 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘I will bring up a mob against them, and will
give them to be tossed back and forth and robbed.

47The companywill stone themwith stones and dispatch themwith their
swords. They will kill their sons and their daughters, and burn up their
houses with fire.

48“ ‘Thus Iwill cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that allwomenmay
be taught not to be lewd like you.

49They will recompense your lewdness on you, and youwill bear the sins
of your idols. Then youwill know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ”

24
1Again, in theninthyear, in the tenthmonth, in the tenthdayof themonth,

the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2“Sonofman,write thenameof theday, this sameday. ThekingofBabylon

drew close to Jerusalem this same day.
3Utter aparable to the rebellioushouse, and tell them, ‘TheLordGODsays,

“Put the cauldron on the fire.
Put it on,
and also pour water into it.

4Gather its pieces into it,
even every good piece:
the thigh and the shoulder.
Fill it with the choice bones.

5Take the choice of the flock,
and also a pile of wood for the bones under the cauldron.

Make it boil well.
Yes, let its bones be boiled within it.”

6 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city,

to the cauldron whose rust is in it,
and whose rust hasn’t gone out of it!

Take out of it piece after piece
without casting lots for it.

7 “ ‘ “For the blood she shed is in themiddle of her.
She set it on the bare rock.

She didn’t pour it on the ground,
to cover it with dust.

8That it may cause wrath to come up to take vengeance,
I have set her blood on the bare rock,
that it should not be covered.”

9 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city!

I also will make the pile great.
10Heap on the wood.

Make the fire hot.
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Boil the meat well.
Make the broth thick,
and let the bones be burned.

11Then set it empty on its coals,
that it may be hot,

and its bronzemay burn,
and that its filthiness may bemolten in it,
that its rust may be consumed.

12 She is weary with toil;
yet her great rust,
rust by fire, doesn’t leave her.

13 “ ‘ “In your filthiness is lewdness. Because I have cleansed you and you
weren’t cleansed, youwon’t be cleansed fromyourfilthiness anymore, until
I have causedmywrath toward you to rest.

14 “ ‘ “I, the LORD, have spoken it. It will happen, and I will do it. I won’t go
back. I won’t spare. I won’t repent. According to your ways and according
to your doings, they will judge you,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

15Also the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
16 “Son of man, behold, I will take away from you the desire of your eyes

with one stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, neither shall your
tears run down.

17 Sigh, but not aloud. Make no mourning for the dead. Bind your
headdress on you, and put your sandals on your feet. Don’t cover your lips,
and don’t eat mourner’s bread.”

18So I spoke to the people in themorning, and at eveningmywife died. So
I did in themorning as I was commanded.

19 The people asked me, “Won’t you tell us what these things mean to us,
that you act like this?”

20Then I said to them, “The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
21 ‘Speak to the house of Israel, “The LordGOD says: ‘Behold, Iwill profane

my sanctuary, the pride of your power, the desire of your eyes, and that
which your soul pities; and your sons and your daughters whom you have
left behind will fall by the sword.

22 You will do as I have done. You won’t cover your lips or eat mourner’s
bread.

23Your turbans will be on your heads, and your sandals on your feet. You
won’t mourn or weep; but you will pine away in your iniquities, and moan
one toward another.

24Thus Ezekiel will be a sign to you; according to all that he has done, you
will do. When this comes, then you will know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ” ’ ”

25 “You, son of man, shouldn’t it be in the day when I take from them their
strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon
they set their heart—their sons and their daughters—

26 that in that day he who escapes will come to you, to cause you to hear it
with your ears?

27 In that day yourmouthwill be opened to himwho has escaped, and you
will speak and be no more mute. So you will be a sign to them. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.”

25
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
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2 “Son ofman, set your face toward the children of Ammon, and prophesy
against them.

3 Tell the children of Ammon, ‘Hear the word of the Lord GOD! The Lord
GOD says, “Because you said, ‘Aha!’ against my sanctuary when it was
profaned, and against the land of Israel when it was made desolate, and
against the house of Judah when they went into captivity,

4 therefore, behold, I will deliver you to the children of the east for
a possession. They will set their encampments in you and make their
dwellings in you. They will eat your fruit and they will drink yourmilk.

5 I will make Rabbah a stable for camels and the children of Ammon a
resting place for flocks. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.”

6For the Lord GOD says: “Because you have clapped your hands, stamped
with the feet, and rejoicedwith all the contempt of your soul against the land
of Israel,

7 therefore, behold, I have stretched out my hand on you, and will deliver
you for a plunder to the nations. I will cut you off from the peoples, and I
will cause you to perish out of the countries. I will destroy you. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.”

8 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Moab and Seir say, ‘Behold, the house of
Judah is like all the nations,’

9 therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his
citieswhichareon its frontiers, thegloryof thecountry, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal
Meon, and Kiriathaim,

10 to the children of the east, to go against the children of Ammon; and
I will give them for a possession, that the children of Ammon may not be
remembered among the nations.

11 I will execute judgments on Moab. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.”

12 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Edom has dealt against the house of
Judah by taking vengeance, and has greatly offended, and taken revenge on
them,”

13 therefore the Lord GOD says, “I will stretch out my hand on Edom, and
will cut offman and animal from it; and I will make it desolate from Teman.
They will fall by the sword even to Dedan.

14 I will lay my vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people Israel. They
will do in Edom according to my anger and according to my wrath. Then
they will knowmy vengeance,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because the Philistines have taken revenge,
and have taken vengeance with contempt of soul to destroy with perpetual
hostility,”

16 therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold, I will stretch out my hand on the
Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethites, and destroy the remnant of the
sea coast.

17 I will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful rebukes. Then
they will know that I am the LORD, when I laymy vengeance on them.” ’ ”

26
1 In the eleventh year, in the first of the month, the LORD’s word came to

me, saying,
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2 “Son of man, because Tyre has said against Jerusalem, ‘Aha! She is
broken! She whowas the gateway of the peoples has been returned tome. I
will be replenished, now that she is laid waste;’

3 therefore the Lord GOD says, ‘Behold, I am against you, Tyre, and will
cause many nations to come up against you, as the sea causes its waves to
come up.

4 They will destroy the walls of Tyre, and break down her towers. I will
also scrape her dust from her, andmake her a bare rock.

5Shewill be a place for the spreading of nets in themiddle of the sea; for I
have spoken it,’ says the LordGOD. ‘Shewill becomeplunder for the nations.

6Herdaughterswhoare in thefieldwill be slainwith the sword. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.’

7 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will bring on Tyre Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, king of kings, from the north, with horses, with chariots,
with horsemen, and an armywithmany people.

8Hewill kill your daughters in the fieldwith the sword. Hewillmake forts
against you, cast up a mound against you, and raise up the buckler against
you.

9Hewill set his battering engines against your walls, andwith his axes he
will break down your towers.

10By reason of the abundance of his horses, their dustwill cover you. Your
walls will shake at the noise of the horsemen, of the wagons, and of the
chariots, when he enters into your gates, as men enter into a city which is
broken open.

11He will tread down all your streets with the hoofs of his horses. He will
kill your people with the sword. The pillars of your strengthwill go down to
the ground.

12 They will make a plunder of your riches and make a prey of your
merchandise. They will break down your walls and destroy your pleasant
houses. They will lay your stones, your timber, and your dust in the middle
of the waters.

13 I will cause the noise of your songs to cease. The sound of your harps
won’t be heard anymore.

14 I willmake you a bare rock. Youwill be a place for the spreading of nets.
Youwill be built nomore; for I the LORD have spoken it,’ says the Lord GOD.

15“TheLordGODsays toTyre: ‘Won’t the islands shakeat the soundofyour
fall, when the wounded groan, when the slaughter is made within you?

16 Then all the princes of the sea will come down from their thrones, and
lay aside their robes, and strip off their embroidered garments. They will
clothe themselves with trembling. They will sit on the ground, and will
tremble everymoment, and be astonished at you.

17They will take up a lamentation over you, and tell you,
“How you are destroyed,

whowere inhabited by seafaringmen,
the renowned city,

who was strong in the sea,
she and her inhabitants,

who caused their terror to be on all who lived there!”
18Now the islands will tremble in the day of your fall.

Yes, the islands that are in the sea will be dismayed at your departure.’



Ezekiel 26:19 1122 Ezekiel 27:15

19 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘When Imake you a desolate city, like the cities
that arenot inhabited,when I bringup thedeeponyou, and the greatwaters
cover you,

20 then I will bring you down with those who descend into the pit, to the
people of old time, and will make you dwell in the lower parts of the earth,
in the places that are desolate of old, with those who go down to the pit, that
you be not inhabited; and I will set glory in the land of the living.

21 I will make you a terror, and you will no more have any being. Though
you are sought for, yet you will never be found again,’ says the Lord GOD.”

27
1The LORD’s word came again to me, saying,
2 “You, son of man, take up a lamentation over Tyre;
3and tell Tyre, ‘Youwhodwell at theentryof the sea,whoare themerchant

of the peoples to many islands, the Lord GOD says:
“You, Tyre, have said,

‘I am perfect in beauty.’
4Your borders are in the heart of the seas.

Your builders have perfected your beauty.
5They havemade all your planks of cypress trees from Senir.

They have taken a cedar from Lebanon tomake amast for you.
6They havemade your oars of the oaks of Bashan.

They havemade your benches of ivory inlaid in cypress wood from the
islands of Kittim.

7Your sail was of fine linen with embroidered work from Egypt,
that it might be to you for a banner.
Blue and purple from the islands of Elishah was your awning.

8The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were your rowers.
Your wise men, Tyre, were in you.
They were your pilots.

9The oldmen of Gebal
and its wise menwere your repairers of ship seams in you.

All the ships of the sea with their mariners were in you
to deal in yourmerchandise.

10 “ ‘ “Persia, Lud, and Put were in your army,
yourmen of war.

They hung the shield and helmet in you.
They showed your beauty.

11Themen of Arvad with your armywere on your walls all around,
and valiant menwere in your towers.

They hung their shields on your walls all around.
They have perfected your beauty.

12 “ ‘ “Tarshish was your merchant by reason of the multitude of all kinds
of riches. They traded for your wares with silver, iron, tin, and lead.

13 “ ‘ “Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were your traders. They traded the
persons of men and vessels of bronze for yourmerchandise.

14 “ ‘ “They of the house of Togarmah traded for your wares with horses,
war horses, andmules.

15 “ ‘ “The men of Dedan traded with you. Many islands were the market
of your hand. They brought you horns of ivory and ebony in exchange.
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16 “ ‘ “Syria was your merchant by reason of the multitude of your hand-
iworks. They traded for your wares with emeralds, purple, embroidered
work, fine linen, coral, and rubies.

17 “ ‘ “Judah and the land of Israel were your traders. They traded wheat
of Minnith, confections, honey, oil, and balm for yourmerchandise.

18 “ ‘ “Damascuswas yourmerchant for themultitude of your handiworks
by reason of the multitude of all kinds of riches, with the wine of Helbon,
and white wool.

19 “ ‘ “Vedan and Javan traded with yarn for your wares; wrought iron,
cassia, and calamus were among yourmerchandise.

20 “ ‘ “Dedanwas yourmerchant in precious saddle blankets for riding.
21 “ ‘ “Arabia and all the princes of Kedar were your favorite dealers in

lambs, rams, and goats. In these, they were yourmerchants.
22 “ ‘ “The traders of Sheba and Raamah were your traders. They traded

for your wares with the best of all spices, all precious stones, and gold.
23 “ ‘ “Haran, Canneh, Eden, the traders of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad,

were your traders.
24 These were your traders in choice wares, in wrappings of blue and

embroidered work, and in cedar chests of rich clothing bound with cords,
among yourmerchandise.
25 “ ‘ “The ships of Tarshish were your caravans for yourmerchandise.

You were replenished
andmade very glorious in the heart of the seas.

26Your rowers have brought you into great waters.
The east wind has broken you in the heart of the seas.

27Your riches, your wares, yourmerchandise,
yourmariners, your pilots, your repairers of ship seams,

the dealers in yourmerchandise,
and all yourmen of war who are in you,

with all your company which is among you,
will fall into the heart of the seas in the day of your ruin.

28At the sound of the cry of your pilots,
the pasture lands will shake.

29All who handle the oars,
the mariners and all the pilots of the sea,
will come down from their ships.

They will stand on the land,
30andwill cause their voice to be heard over you,
and will cry bitterly.

They will cast up dust on their heads.
They will wallow in the ashes.

31They will make themselves bald for you,
and clothe themselves with sackcloth.

They will weep for you in bitterness of soul,
with bitter mourning.

32 In their wailing they will take up a lamentation for you,
and lament over you, saying,

‘Who is there like Tyre,
like her who is brought to silence in themiddle of the sea?’

33When your wares came from the seas,
you filledmany peoples.
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You enriched the kings of the earth
with themultitude of your riches and of yourmerchandise.

34 In the time that you were broken by the seas,
in the depths of the waters,
yourmerchandise and all your company fell within you.

35All the inhabitants of the islands are astonished at you,
and their kings are horribly afraid.
They are troubled in their face.

36Themerchants among the peoples hiss at you.
You have come to a terrible end,
and youwill be nomore.” ’ ”

28
1The LORD’s word came again to me, saying,
2 “Son of man, tell the prince of Tyre, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Because your heart is lifted up,
and you have said, ‘I am a god,

I sit in the seat of God,
in themiddle of the seas;’

yet you areman,
and no god,
though you set your heart as the heart of a god—

3behold, you are wiser than Daniel.
There is no secret that is hidden from you.

4 By your wisdom and by your understanding you have gotten yourself
riches,

and have gotten gold and silver into your treasuries.
5By your great wisdom

and by your trading you have increased your riches,
and your heart is lifted up because of your riches—”

6 “ ‘therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Because you have set your heart as the heart of God,

7 therefore, behold, I will bring strangers on you,
the terrible of the nations.

They will draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom.
They will defile your brightness.

8They will bring you down to the pit.
You will die the death of those who are slain
in the heart of the seas.

9Will you yet say before himwho kills you, ‘I am God’?
But you areman, and not God,
in the hand of himwhowounds you.

10Youwill die the death of the uncircumcised
by the hand of strangers;
for I have spoken it,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

11Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
12 “Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and tell him,

‘The Lord GOD says:
“Youwere the seal of full measure,

full of wisdom,
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and perfect in beauty.
13Youwere in Eden,

the garden of God.
Every precious stone adorned you:

ruby, topaz, emerald,
chrysolite, onyx, jasper,
sapphire,* turquoise, and beryl.

Gold work of tambourines
and of pipes was in you.
They were prepared in the day that you were created.

14Youwere the anointed cherub who covers.
Then I set you up on the holy mountain of God.
You have walked up and down in themiddle of the stones of fire.

15Youwere perfect in your ways from the day that you were created,
until unrighteousness was found in you.

16 By the abundance of your commerce, your insides were filled with
violence,

and you have sinned.
Therefore I have cast you as profane out of God’s mountain.

I have destroyed you, covering cherub,
from themiddle of the stones of fire.

17Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty.
You have corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.

I have cast you to the ground.
I have laid you before kings,
that theymay see you.

18By themultitude of your iniquities,
in the unrighteousness of your commerce,
you have profaned your sanctuaries.

Therefore I have brought out a fire from themiddle of you.
It has devoured you.

I have turned you to ashes on the earth
in the sight of all those who see you.

19All those who know you among the peoples will be astonished at you.
You have become a terror,
and you will exist nomore.” ’ ”

20The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
21 “Son of man, set your face toward Sidon, and prophesy against it,
22and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Behold, I am against you, Sidon.
I will be glorified among you.

Then they will know that I am the LORD,
when I have executed judgments in her,
and am sanctified in her.

23For I will send pestilence into her,
and blood into her streets.

The wounded will fall within her,
with the sword on her on every side.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.

* 28:13 or, lapis lazuli
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24 “ ‘ “There will no longer be a pricking brier to the house of Israel, nor
a hurting thorn of any that are around them that scorned them. Then they
will know that I am the Lord GOD.”

25 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “When I have gathered the house of Israel from
the peoples among whom they are scattered, and am shown as holy among
them in the sight of the nations, then theywill dwell in their own landwhich
I gave to my servant Jacob.

26 They will dwell in it securely. Yes, they will build houses, plant
vineyards, and will dwell securely when I have executed judgments on all
those around them who have treated them with contempt. Then they will
know that I am the LORD their God.” ’ ”

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenthmonth, on the twelfth day of themonth, the

LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy

against him and against all Egypt.
3 Speak and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt,
the great monster that lies in themiddle of his rivers,

that has said, ‘My river is my own,
and I havemade it for myself.’

4 I will put hooks in your jaws,
and I will make the fish of your rivers stick to your scales.

I will bring you up out of themiddle of your rivers,
with all the fish of your rivers which stick to your scales.

5 I’ll cast you out into the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your rivers.

You’ll fall on the open field.
You won’t be brought together or gathered.

I have given you for food to the animals of the earth
and to the birds of the sky.

6 “ ‘ “All the inhabitants of Egypt will know that I am the LORD, because
they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel.

7When they took hold of you by your hand, you broke and tore all their
shoulders. When they leaned on you, you broke and paralyzed all of their
thighs.”

8 “ ‘Therefore the LordGOD says: “Behold, Iwill bring a sword on you, and
will cut offman and animal from you.

9The land of Egypt will be a desolation and a waste. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.

“ ‘ “Because he has said, ‘The river is mine, and I havemade it,’
10 therefore, behold, I am against you and against your rivers. I will make

the land of Egypt an utter waste and desolation, from the tower of Seveneh
even to the border of Ethiopia.

11Nofootofmanwill pass through it, norwill anyanimal footpass through
it. It won’t be inhabited for forty years.

12 I will make the land of Egypt a desolation in themiddle of the countries
that are desolate. Her cities among the cities that are laid waste will be a
desolation forty years. I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and
will disperse them through the countries.”
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13 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “At the end of forty years I will gather the
Egyptians from the peoples where they were scattered.

14 I will reverse the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into
the land of Pathros, into the land of their birth. There they will be a lowly
kingdom.

15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms. It won’t lift itself up above the
nations anymore. I will diminish them so that they will no longer rule over
the nations.

16 It will no longer be the confidence of the house of Israel, bringing
iniquity tomemory, when they turn to look after them. Then theywill know
that I am the Lord GOD.” ’ ”

17 It came to pass in the twenty-seventh year, in the firstmonth, in the first
day of themonth, the LORD’s word came tome, saying,

18 “Son ofman, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve
a great service against Tyre. Every headwasmade bald, and every shoulder
was worn; yet he had no wages, nor did his army, from Tyre, for the service
that he had served against it.

19 Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. He will carry off her multitude, take her
plunder, and take her prey. That will be the wages for his army.

20 I have given him the land of Egypt as his payment for which he served,
because they worked for me,’ says the Lord GOD.

21“In that day Iwill cause ahorn to sprout for thehouse of Israel, and Iwill
open yourmouth among them. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

30
1The LORD’s word came again to me, saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy, and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’
3For the day is near,
even the LORD’s day is near.

It will be a day of clouds,
a time of the nations.

4A sword will come on Egypt,
and anguish will be in Ethiopia,
when the slain fall in Egypt.

They take away hermultitude,
and her foundations are broken down.

5 “ ‘ “Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all the mixed people, Cub, and the children of the
land that is allied with them, will fall with them by the sword.”

6 “ ‘The LORD says:
“They also who uphold Egypt will fall.

The pride of her power will come down.
They will fall by the sword in it from the tower of Seveneh,”

says the Lord GOD.
7 “They will be desolate in themiddle of the countries that are desolate.

Her cities will be among the cities that are wasted.
8They will know that I am the LORD

when I have set a fire in Egypt,
and all her helpers are destroyed.
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9 “ ‘ “In that day messengers will go out from before me in ships to make
the careless Ethiopians afraid. There will be anguish on them, as in the day
of Egypt; for, behold, it comes.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also make themultitude of Egypt to cease,

by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.
11He and his people with him,

the terrible of the nations,
will be brought in to destroy the land.

They will draw their swords against Egypt,
and fill the land with the slain.

12 I will make the rivers dry,
and will sell the land into the hand of evil men.

I will make the land desolate,
and all that is therein,
by the hand of foreigners.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also destroy the idols,

and I will cause the images to cease fromMemphis.
There will be nomore a prince from the land of Egypt.

I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.
14 I will make Pathros desolate,

and will set a fire in Zoan,
and will execute judgments on No.

15 I will pourmywrath on Sin,
the stronghold of Egypt.
I will cut off themultitude of No.

16 I will set a fire in Egypt
Sin will be in great anguish.

No will be broken up.
Memphis will have adversaries in the daytime.

17The youngmen of Aven and of Pibeseth will fall by the sword.
They will go into captivity.

18At Tehaphnehes also the day will withdraw itself,
when I break the yokes of Egypt there.

The pride of her power will cease in her.
As for her, a cloud will cover her,
and her daughters will go into captivity.

19Thus I will execute judgments on Egypt.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

20 In the eleventh year, in the firstmonth, in the seventh day of themonth,
the LORD’s word came tome, saying,

21 “Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Behold, it
has not been bound up, to apply medicines, to put a bandage to bind it, that
it may become strong to hold the sword.

22 Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong arm, and that which was broken.
I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand.
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23 I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them
through the countries.

24 I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in
his hand; but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he will groan before the
king of Babylon with the groaning of a mortally woundedman.

25 I will hold up the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh
will fall down. Then theywill know that I am the LORDwhen I putmy sword
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he stretches it out on the land of
Egypt.

26 I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them
through the countries. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

31
1 In the eleventh year, in the thirdmonth, in the first day of themonth, the

LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt and his multitude:

‘Whom are you like in your greatness?
3Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon

with beautiful branches,
and with a forest-like shade,

of high stature;
and its top was among the thick boughs.

4The waters nourished it.
The deepmade it to grow.

Its rivers ran all around its plantation.
It sent out its channels to all the trees of the field.

5Therefore its stature was exalted above all the trees of the field;
and its boughs weremultiplied.

Its branches became long by reason of manywaters,
when it spread them out.

6All the birds of the skymade their nests in its boughs.
Under its branches, all the animals of the field gave birth to their young.
All great nations lived under its shadow.

7Thus it was beautiful in its greatness,
in the length of its branches;
for its root was bymanywaters.

8The cedars in the garden of God could not hide it.
The cypress trees were not like its branches.

The pine trees were not like its branches;
nor was any tree in the garden of God like it in its beauty.

9 I made it beautiful by themultitude of its branches,
so that all the trees of Eden,
that were in the garden of God, envied it.’

10“Therefore thus said theLordGOD: ‘Becausehe is exalted in stature, and
he has set his top among the thick branches, and his heart is lifted up in his
height,

11 I will deliver him into the hand of themighty one of the nations. Hewill
surely deal with him. I have driven him out for his wickedness.

12Foreigners, the tyrants of thenations, have cuthimoffandhave left him.
His branches have fallen on the mountains and in all the valleys, and his
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boughs are broken by all thewatercourses of the land. All the peoples of the
earth have gone down from his shadow and have left him.

13All the birds of the sky will dwell on his ruin, and all the animals of the
field will be on his branches,

14 to the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves in
their stature, and don’t set their top among the thick boughs. Their mighty
ones don’t stand up on their height, even all who drink water; for they are
all delivered to death, to the lower parts of the earth, among the children of
men, with those who go down to the pit.’

15 “The Lord GOD says: ‘In the daywhen hewent down to Sheol,* I caused
amourning. I covered the deep for him, and I restrained its rivers. The great
waters were stopped. I caused Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees
of the field fainted for him.

16 Imade thenations to shakeat the soundofhis fall, when I cast himdown
toSheol†with thosewhodescend into thepit. All the treesofEden, the choice
and best of Lebanon, all that drinkwater, were comforted in the lower parts
of the earth.

17They also went down into Sheol with him to those who are slain by the
sword; yes, those who were his arm, who lived under his shadow in the
middle of the nations.

18 “ ‘To whom are you thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees
of Eden? Yet you will be brought down with the trees of Eden to the lower
parts of the earth. Youwill lie in themiddle of the uncircumcised,with those
who are slain by the sword.

“ ‘This is Pharaoh and all his multitude,’ says the Lord GOD.”

32
1 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of the month,

“the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 ‘Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt, and tell

him,
“Youwere likened to a young lion of the nations;

yet you are as amonster in the seas.
You broke out with your rivers,

and troubled the waters with your feet,
and fouled their rivers.”

3The Lord GOD says:
“I will spread out my net on you with a company of many peoples.
They will bring you up inmy net.

4 I will leave you on the land.
I will cast you out on the open field,

and will cause all the birds of the sky to settle on you.
I will satisfy the animals of the whole earth with you.

5 I will lay your flesh on themountains,
and fill the valleys with your height.

6 I will also water the land in which you swimwith your blood,
even to themountains.
The watercourses will be full of you.

7When I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens

* 31:15 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 31:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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andmake its stars dark.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,

and themoonwon’t give its light.
8 I will make all the bright lights of the sky dark over you,

and set darkness on your land,” says the Lord GOD.
9 “I will also trouble the hearts of many peoples,

when I bring your destruction among the nations,
into the countries which you have not known.

10Yes, I will makemany peoples amazed at you,
and their kings will be horribly afraid for you,

when I brandishmy sword before them.
They will tremble at everymoment,

everyman for his own life,
in the day of your fall.”

11For the Lord GOD says:
“The sword of the king of Babylon will come on you.

12 I will cause yourmultitude to fall by the swords of themighty.
They are all the ruthless of the nations.

They will bring the pride of Egypt to nothing,
and all its multitude will be destroyed.

13 I will destroy also all its animals from besidemany waters.
The foot of manwon’t trouble them anymore,
nor will the hoofs of animals trouble them.

14Then I will make their waters clear,
and cause their rivers to run like oil,”
says the Lord GOD.

15 “When I make the land of Egypt desolate and waste,
a land destitute of that of which it was full,

when I strike all those who dwell therein,
then they will know that I am the LORD.

16 “ ‘ “This is the lamentation with which they will lament. The daughters
of the nationswill lamentwith this. Theywill lamentwith it over Egypt, and
over all her multitude,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

17 Also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying,

18 “Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even
her and the daughters of the famous nations, to the lower parts of the earth,
with those who go down into the pit.

19Whomdo you pass in beauty? Go down, and be laid with the uncircum-
cised.

20They will fall among those who are slain by the sword. She is delivered
to the sword. Draw her awaywith all her multitudes.

21 The strong among the mighty will speak to him out of the middle of
Sheol* with those who help him. They have gone down. The uncircumcised
lie still, slain by the sword.

22 “Asshur is therewith all her company. Her graves are all aroundher. All
of them are slain, fallen by the sword,

* 32:21 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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23whose graves are set in the uttermost parts of the pit, and her company
is aroundher grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword,who caused terror
in the land of the living.

24 “There is Elamand all hermultitude aroundher grave; all of them slain,
fallen by the sword, who have gone down uncircumcised into the lower
parts of the earth, who caused their terror in the land of the living, and have
borne their shamewith those who go down to the pit.

25They havemade Elamabed among the slainwith all hermultitude. Her
graves are around her, all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword; for
their terror was caused in the land of the living, and they have borne their
shame with those who go down to the pit. He is put among those who are
slain.

26 “There is Meshech, Tubal, and all their multitude. Their graves are
around them, all of themuncircumcised, slain by the sword; for they caused
their terror in the land of the living.

27 They will not lie with the mighty who are fallen of the uncircumcised,
who have gone down to Sheolwith theirweapons ofwar and have laid their
swords under their heads. Their iniquities are on their bones; for theywere
the terror of themighty in the land of the living.

28 “But you will be broken among the uncircumcised, and will lie with
those who are slain by the sword.

29 “There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, who in their might
are laid with those who are slain by the sword. They will lie with the
uncircumcised, and with those who go down to the pit.

30 “There are the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Sidonians,
who have gone down with the slain. They are put to shame in the terror
which they caused by their might. They lie uncircumcised with those who
are slain by the sword, and bear their shamewith those who go down to the
pit.

31 “Pharaoh will see them and will be comforted over all his multitude,
even Pharaoh and all his army, slain by the sword,” says the Lord GOD.

32 “For I have put his terror in the land of the living. Hewill be laid among
theuncircumcised,with thosewhoare slainby the sword, evenPharaohand
all his multitude,” says the Lord GOD.

33
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son ofman, speak to the children of your people, and tell them, ‘When I

bring the swordona land, and thepeople of the land takeaman fromamong
them, and set him for their watchman,

3 if, when he sees the sword come on the land, he blows the trumpet and
warns the people,

4 then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and doesn’t heed the
warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his
own head.

5He heard the sound of the trumpet and didn’t take warning. His blood
will be on him; whereas if he had heeded the warning, he would have
delivered his soul.

6But if the watchman sees the sword come and doesn’t blow the trumpet,
and the people aren’t warned, and the sword comes and takes any person
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from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will
require at the watchman’s hand.’

7 “So you, son of man, I have set you a watchman to the house of Israel.
Therefore hear theword frommymouth, and give themwarnings fromme.

8When I tell thewicked, ‘Owickedman, youwill surely die,’ and you don’t
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man will die in his
iniquity, but I will require his blood at your hand.

9Nevertheless, if you warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, and he
doesn’t turn from his way; hewill die in his iniquity, but you have delivered
your soul.

10 “You, son of man, tell the house of Israel: ‘You say this, “Our transgres-
sions and our sins are on us, and we pine away in them. How then can we
live?” ’

11Tell them, ‘ “As I live,” says theLordGOD, “Ihavenopleasure in thedeath
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn
from your evil ways! For whywill you die, house of Israel?” ’

12 “You, son of man, tell the children of your people, ‘The righteousness of
the righteous will not deliver him in the day of his disobedience. And as for
the wickedness of the wicked, he will not fall by it in the day that he turns
from his wickedness; neither will he who is righteous be able to live by it in
the day that he sins.

13 When I tell the righteous that he will surely live, if he trusts in his
righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous deeds will be
remembered; but he will die in his iniquity that he has committed.

14Again, when I say to the wicked, “You will surely die,” if he turns from
his sin and does that which is lawful and right,

15 if the wicked restore the pledge, give again that which he had taken by
robbery, walk in the statutes of life, committing no iniquity, he will surely
live. He will not die.

16None of his sins that he has committedwill be remembered against him.
He has done that which is lawful and right. He will surely live.

17 “ ‘Yet the children of your people say, “The way of the Lord is not fair;”
but as for them, their way is not fair.

18When the righteous turns fromhis righteousness and commits iniquity,
he will even die therein.

19 When the wicked turns from his wickedness and does that which is
lawful and right, he will live by it.

20Yet you say, “Theway of the Lord is not fair.” House of Israel, I will judge
every one of you after his ways.’ ”

21 In the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenthmonth, in the fifth day of
the month, one who had escaped out of Jerusalem came to me, saying, “The
city has been defeated!”

22 Now the LORD’s hand had been on me in the evening, before he who
had escaped came; and he had openedmymouth until he came tome in the
morning; andmymouth was opened, and I was no longer mute.

23The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
24 “Son of man, those who inhabit the waste places in the land of Israel

speak, saying, ‘Abraham was one, and he inherited the land; but we are
many. The land is given us for inheritance.’
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25Therefore tell them, ‘TheLordGODsays: “Youeatwith theblood, and lift
up your eyes to your idols, and shed blood. So should you possess the land?

26You stand on your sword, you work abomination, and every one of you
defiles his neighbor’s wife. So should you possess the land?” ’

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “As I live, surely thosewho are
in the waste places will fall by the sword. I will give whoever is in the open
field to the animals to be devoured, and those who are in the strongholds
and in the caves will die of the pestilence.

28 I will make the land a desolation and an astonishment. The pride of her
power will cease. The mountains of Israel will be desolate, so that no one
will pass through.

29 Then they will know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land
a desolation and an astonishment because of all their abominations which
they have committed.” ’

30 “As for you, son of man, the children of your people talk about you by
thewalls and in the doors of the houses, and speak to one another, everyone
to his brother, saying, ‘Please comeandhearwhat theword is that comes out
from the LORD.’

31 They come to you as the people come, and they sit before you as my
people, and they hear your words, but don’t do them; for with their mouth
they showmuch love, but their heart goes after their gain.

32Behold, you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant
voice, and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but
they don’t do them.

33 “When this comes to pass—behold, it comes—then they will know that a
prophet has been among them.”

34
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, and

tell them, even the shepherds, ‘The LordGOD says: “Woe to the shepherds of
Israel who feed themselves! Shouldn’t the shepherds feed the sheep?

3 You eat the fat. You clothe yourself with the wool. You kill the fatlings,
but you don’t feed the sheep.

4 You haven’t strengthened the diseased. You haven’t healed that which
was sick. Youhaven’t boundup thatwhichwasbroken. Youhaven’t brought
back that which was driven away. You haven’t sought that which was lost,
but you have ruled over themwith force and with rigor.

5Theywere scattered, because therewas no shepherd. They became food
to all the animals of the field, and were scattered.

6My sheep wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill.
Yes, my sheep were scattered on all the surface of the earth. There was no
one who searched or sought.”

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the LORD’s word:
8 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely because my sheep became a prey,

and my sheep became food to all the animals of the field, because there
was no shepherd, and my shepherds didn’t search for my sheep, but the
shepherds fed themselves, and didn’t feedmy sheep,

9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the LORD’s word!”
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10The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am against the shepherds. I will require
my sheepat their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the sheep. The
shepherds won’t feed themselves any more. I will deliver my sheep from
their mouth, that theymay not be food for them.”

11 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “Behold, I myself, even I, will search for my
sheep, and will seek them out.

12As a shepherd seeks out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep
that are scattered abroad, so Iwill seek outmy sheep. I will deliver themout
of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.

13 I will bring them out from the peoples, and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited places of
the country.

14 I will feed them with good pasture, and their fold will be on the
mountains of the height of Israel. There they will lie down in a good fold.
They will feed on rich pasture on themountains of Israel.

15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will cause them to lie
down,” says the Lord GOD.

16 “I will seek that which was lost, and will bring back that which was
driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen
thatwhichwas sick; but Iwill destroy the fat and the strong. I will feed them
in justice.” ’

17 “As for you, O my flock, the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I judge between
sheep and sheep, the rams and themale goats.

18Does it seemasmall thing to you tohave fedon the goodpasture, but you
must tread down with your feet the residue of your pasture? And to have
drunk of the clear waters, but must you foul the residue with your feet?

19As for my sheep, they eat that which you have trodden with your feet,
and they drink that which you have fouled with your feet.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says to them: ‘Behold, I, even I, will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.

21 Because you thrust with side and with shoulder, and push all the
diseased with your horns, until you have scattered them abroad,

22 therefore I will save my flock, and they will no more be a prey. I will
judge between sheep and sheep.

23 I will set up one shepherd over them, and he will feed them, even my
servant David. He will feed them, and he will be their shepherd.

24 I, theLORD,will be theirGod, andmyservantDavidprince among them.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.

25 “ ‘Iwillmakewith thema covenant of peace, andwill cause evil animals
to cease out of the land. Theywill dwell securely in thewilderness and sleep
in the woods.

26 I will make them and the places around my hill a blessing. I will cause
the shower to come down in its season. There will be showers of blessing.

27 The tree of the field will yield its fruit, and the earth will yield its
increase, and they will be secure in their land. Then they will know that I
am the LORD,when I have broken the bars of their yoke, and have delivered
them out of the hand of those whomade slaves of them.
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28 They will no more be a prey to the nations, neither will the animals of
the earth devour them; but they will dwell securely, and no one will make
them afraid.

29 I will raise up to them a plantation for renown, and they will no more
be consumedwith famine in the land, and not bear the shame of the nations
anymore.

30Theywill know that I, the LORD, their God amwith them, and that they,
the house of Israel, are my people, says the Lord GOD.

31 You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are men, and I am your God,’
says the Lord GOD.”

35
1Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir, and prophesy against it,
3and tell it, ‘TheLordGODsays: “Behold, I amagainst you,Mount Seir, and

I will stretch out my hand against you. I will make you a desolation and an
astonishment.

4 I will lay your cities waste, and youwill be desolate. Then youwill know
that I am the LORD.

5 “ ‘ “Because you have had a perpetual hostility, and have given over the
children of Israel to the power of the sword in the time of their calamity, in
the time of the iniquity of the end,

6 therefore, as I live,” says the LordGOD, “I will prepare you for blood, and
blood will pursue you. Since you have not hated blood, therefore blood will
pursue you.

7Thus I will makeMount Seir an astonishment and a desolation. I will cut
off from it himwho passes through and himwho returns.

8 I will fill its mountains with its slain. The slain with the swordwill fall in
your hills and in your valleys and in all your watercourses.

9 I will make you a perpetual desolation, and your cities will not be
inhabited. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

10 “ ‘ “Because you have said, ‘These two nations and these two countries
will be mine, and wewill possess it,’ although the LORDwas there,

11 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will do according to your
anger, and according to your envywhich youhave shownout of your hatred
against them; and I will makemyself known among themwhen I judge you.

12 You will know that I, the LORD, have heard all your insults which you
have spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, ‘They have been laid
desolate. They have been given to us to devour.’

13 You have magnified yourselves against me with your mouth, and have
multiplied your words against me. I have heard it.”

14 The Lord GOD says: “When the whole earth rejoices, I will make you
desolate.

15Asyou rejoicedover the inheritance of thehouse of Israel because itwas
desolate, so I will do to you. You will be desolate, Mount Seir, and all Edom,
even all of it. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

36
1 You, son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel, and say, “You

mountains of Israel, hear the LORD’s word.
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2TheLordGODsays: ‘Because the enemyhas said against you, “Aha!” and,
“The ancient high places are ours in possession!” ’

3 thereforeprophesy, and say, ‘TheLordGODsays: “Because, evenbecause
they havemade you desolate, and swallowed you up on every side, that you
might be a possession to the residue of the nations, and you are taken up in
the lips of talkers, and the evil report of the people;”

4 therefore, you mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD: The
Lord GOD says to the mountains and to the hills, to the watercourses and to
the valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the cities that are forsaken, which
have become a prey and derision to the residue of the nations that are all
around;

5 therefore the Lord GOD says: “Surely in the fire of my jealousy I have
spoken against the residue of the nations, and against all Edom, that have
appointed my land to themselves for a possession with the joy of all their
heart, with despite of soul, to cast it out for a prey.” ’

6Thereforeprophesyconcerning the landof Israel, and tell themountains,
the hills, the watercourses and the valleys, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I
have spoken in my jealousy and in my wrath, because you have borne the
shame of the nations.”

7Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I have sworn, ‘Surely the nations that are
around youwill bear their shame.’

8 “ ‘ “But you, mountains of Israel, you shall shoot out your branches and
yield your fruit to my people Israel; for they are at hand to come.

9 For, behold, I am for you, and I will come to you, and you will be tilled
and sown.

10 Iwillmultiplymenonyou, all thehouse of Israel, evenall of it. The cities
will be inhabited and the waste places will be built.

11 I will multiply man and animal on you. They will increase and be
fruitful. I will cause you to be inhabited as you were before, and you will
do better than at your beginnings. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

12 Yes, I will cause men to walk on you, even my people Israel. They will
possess you, and you will be their inheritance, and you will never again
bereave them of their children.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because they say to you, ‘You are a devourer of
men, and have been a bereaver of your nation;’

14 therefore you shall devour men no more, and not bereave your nation
anymore,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “I won’t let you hear the shame of the nations anymore. Youwon’t bear
the reproach of the peoples any more, and you won’t cause your nation to
stumble anymore,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

16Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
17 “Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, they

defiled it by their ways and by their deeds. Their way before me was as the
uncleanness of a woman in her impurity.

18Therefore I poured outmywrath on them for the bloodwhich they had
poured out on the land, and because they had defiled it with their idols.

19 I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through
the countries. I judged them according to their way and according to their
deeds.
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20When they came to thenationswhere theywent, they profanedmyholy
name, in that men said of them, ‘These are the LORD’s people, and have left
his land.’

21 But I had respect for my holy name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the nations where they went.

22“Therefore tell thehouseof Israel, ‘TheLordGODsays: “Idon’t do this for
your sake, house of Israel, but for my holy name, which you have profaned
among the nations where you went.

23 I will sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among the
nations, which you have profaned among them. Then the nationswill know
that I am the LORD,” says the Lord GOD, “when I am proven holy in you
before their eyes.

24 “ ‘ “For I will take you from among the nations and gather you out of all
the countries, and will bring you into your own land.

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.

26 I will also give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit within you. I
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and Iwill give you a heart of
flesh.

27 Iwill putmySpiritwithin you, and cause you towalk inmy statutes. You
will keepmy ordinances and do them.

28 You will dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers. You will be my
people, and I will be your God.

29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and
will multiply it, and lay no famine on you.

30 I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field, that you
may receive nomore the reproach of famine among the nations.

31 “ ‘ “Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were
not good; andyouwill loatheyourselves inyourownsight foryour iniquities
and for your abominations.

32 I don’t do this for your sake,” says the LordGOD. “Let it be known to you.
Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, house of Israel.”

33 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the day that I cleanse you from all your
iniquities, I will cause the cities to be inhabited and the waste places will
be built.

34The land that was desolate will be tilled instead of being a desolation in
the sight of all who passed by.

35Theywill say, ‘This land thatwas desolate has become like the garden of
Eden. The waste, desolate, and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.’

36 Then the nations that are left around you will know that I, the LORD,
have built the ruined places and planted that which was desolate. I, the
LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it.”

37 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “For this, moreover, I will be inquired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them: I will increase themwithmen like a flock.

38 As the flock for sacrifice, as the flock of Jerusalem in her appointed
feasts, so the waste cities will be filled with flocks of men. Then they will
know that I am the LORD.’ ”

37
1The LORD’s handwas onme, and he broughtme out in the LORD’s Spirit,

and set me down in themiddle of the valley; and it was full of bones.



Ezekiel 37:2 1139 Ezekiel 37:21

2He caused me to pass by them all around; and behold, there were very
many in the open valley, and behold, they were very dry.

3He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I answered, “Lord GOD, you know.”
4Again he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and tell them, ‘You dry

bones, hear the LORD’s word.
5 The Lord GOD says to these bones: “Behold, I will cause breath to enter

into you, and youwill live.
6 I will lay sinews on you, and will bring up flesh on you, and cover you

with skin, and put breath in you, and you will live. Then you will know that
I am the LORD.” ’ ”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded. As I prophesied, therewas a noise,
and behold, there was an earthquake. Then the bones came together, bone
to its bone.

8 I saw, and, behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh came up, and
skin covered them above; but there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind, prophesy, son of man, and
tell the wind, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Come from the four winds, breath, and
breathe on these slain, that theymay live.” ’ ”

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood up on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost. We
are completely cut off.’

12 Therefore prophesy, and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I will
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, my people;
and I will bring you into the land of Israel.

13Youwill know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and
caused you to come up out of your graves, my people.

14 Iwill putmySpirit in you, and youwill live. Then Iwill place you in your
own land; and youwill know that I, the LORD, have spoken it andperformed
it,” says the LORD.’ ”

15The LORD’s word came again to me, saying,
16 “You, son of man, take one stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, and for

the children of Israel his companions.’ Then take another stick, and write
on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his
companions.’

17Then join them for yourself to one another into one stick, that theymay
become one in your hand.

18“When thechildrenofyourpeople speak toyou, saying, ‘Won’t you show
us what youmean by these?’

19 tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph,
which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his companions;
and I will put themwith it, with the stick of Judah, andmake them one stick,
and they will be one inmy hand.

20The sticks on which you write will be in your hand before their eyes.” ’
21 Say to them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I will take the children of

Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and will gather them
on every side, and bring them into their own land.



Ezekiel 37:22 1140 Ezekiel 38:12

22 I willmake themone nation in the land, on themountains of Israel. One
kingwill be king to them all. Theywill no longer be two nations. Theywon’t
be divided into two kingdoms anymore at all.

23 They won’t defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their
detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will save them
out of all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse
them. So they will be my people, and I will be their God.

24 “ ‘ “My servant David will be king over them. They all will have one
shepherd. They will also walk in my ordinances and observe my statutes,
and do them.

25 They will dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob my servant, in
which your fathers lived. They will dwell therein, they, and their children,
and their children’s children, forever. Davidmy servant will be their prince
forever.

26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them. It will be an
everlasting covenant with them. I will place them, multiply them, and will
set my sanctuary among them forever more.

27My tent also will be with them. I will be their God, and they will be my
people.

28 The nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when
my sanctuary is among them forever more.” ’ ”

38
1The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
2 “Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince

of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him,
3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am against you, Gog, prince of

Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.
4 I will turn you around, and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring

you out, with all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in
full armor, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them handling
swords;

5Persia, Cush, and Put with them, all of themwith shield and helmet;
6Gomer, and all his hordes; the house of Togarmah in the uttermost parts

of the north, and all his hordes—evenmany peoples with you.
7 “ ‘ “Be prepared, yes, prepare yourself, you, and all your companies who

are assembled to you, and be a guard to them.
8Aftermany days youwill be visited. In the latter years youwill come into

the land that is brought back from the sword, that is gathered out of many
peoples, on themountains of Israel, which have been a continual waste; but
it is brought out of the peoples and they will dwell securely, all of them.

9 You will ascend. You will come like a storm. You will be like a cloud to
cover the land, you and all your hordes, andmany peoples with you.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “It will happen in that day that things will come
into yourmind, and youwill devise an evil plan.

11Youwill say, ‘Iwill goup to the landofunwalledvillages. Iwill go to those
who are at rest, who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and
having neither bars nor gates,

12 to take the plunder and to take prey; to turn yourhandagainst thewaste
places that are inhabited, andagainst the peoplewhoare gathered out of the



Ezekiel 38:13 1141 Ezekiel 39:7

nations,whohave gotten livestock andgoods,whodwell in themiddle of the
earth.’

13 Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all its young lions,
will ask you, ‘Have you come to take the plunder? Have you assembled
your company to take the prey, to carry away silver and gold, to take away
livestock and goods, to take great plunder?’ ” ’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and tell Gog, ‘The Lord GOD says: “In
that day whenmy people Israel dwells securely, will you not know it?

15 You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north,
you, and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great
company and amighty army.

16Youwill comeup againstmypeople Israel as a cloud to cover the land. It
will happen in the latter days that I will bring you against my land, that the
nations may knowmewhen I am sanctified in you, Gog, before their eyes.”

17 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Are you he of whom I spoke in old time by my
servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for years that
I would bring you against them?

18 It will happen in that day, when Gog comes against the land of Israel,”
says the Lord GOD, “that mywrath will come up into my nostrils.

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath I have spoken. Surely in
that day there will be a great shaking in the land of Israel,

20 so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals of the field,
all creeping things who creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the
surface of the earth will shake at my presence. Then the mountains will be
throwndown, the steepplaceswill fall, andeverywallwill fall to theground.

21 I will call for a sword against him to all my mountains,” says the Lord
GOD. “Everyman’s sword will be against his brother.

22 I will enter into judgment with him with pestilence and with blood. I
will rain on him, on his hordes, and on themany peoples who are with him,
torrential rains with great hailstones, fire, and sulfur.

23 Iwillmagnifymyself and sanctifymyself, and Iwillmakemyself known
in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD.” ’

39
1 “You, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:

“Behold, I am against you, Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.
2 I will turn you around, will lead you on, and will cause you to come

up from the uttermost parts of the north; and I will bring you onto the
mountains of Israel.

3 I will strike your bow out of your left hand, and will cause your arrows
to fall out of your right hand.

4Youwill fall on themountains of Israel, you, and all your hordes, and the
peoples who arewith you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of every sort
and to the animals of the field to be devoured.

5Youwill fall on the open field, for I have spoken it,” says the Lord GOD.
6 “I will send a fire on Magog and on those who dwell securely in the

islands. Then they will know that I am the LORD.
7 “ ‘ “I will make my holy name known among my people Israel. I won’t

allow my holy name to be profaned any more. Then the nations will know
that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.
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8Behold, it comes, and it will be done,” says the Lord GOD. “This is the day
about which I have spoken.

9 “ ‘ “Those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and will make fires
of the weapons and burn them, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows
and the arrows, and the war clubs and the spears, and they will make fires
with them for seven years;

10 so that they will take nowood out of the field, and not cut down any out
of the forests; for they will make fires with the weapons. They will plunder
those who plundered them, and rob those who robbed them,” says the Lord
GOD.

11 “ ‘ “It will happen in that day, that I will give to Gog a place for burial in
Israel, the valley of those who pass through on the east of the sea; and it will
stop thosewhopass through. Theywill buryGog and all hismultitude there,
and they will call it ‘The valley of Hamon Gog’.

12 “ ‘ “The house of Israel will be burying them for sevenmonths, that they
may cleanse the land.

13 Yes, all the people of the land will bury them; and they will become
famous in the day that I will be glorified,” says the Lord GOD.

14 “ ‘ “They will set apart men of continual employment who will pass
through the land. Thosewhopass throughwill gowith thosewhobury those
who remain on the surface of the land, to cleanse it. After the end of seven
months they will search.

15Thosewho search through the landwill pass through; andwhenanyone
sees aman’s bone, then hewill set up a sign by it, until the undertakers have
buried it in the valley of Hamon Gog.

16 Hamonah will also be the name of a city. Thus they will cleanse the
land.” ’

17 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD says: ‘Speak to the birds of every sort,
and to every animal of the field, “Assemble yourselves, and come; gather
yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I sacrifice for you, even a great
sacrifice on themountains of Israel, that youmay eatmeat and drink blood.

18You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes
of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bulls, all of them fatlings of
Bashan.

19You shall eat fat until you are full, and drink blood until you are drunk,
of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.

20You shall be filled at my table with horses and charioteers, with mighty
men, and with all men of war,” says the Lord GOD.’

21 “I will set my glory among the nations. Then all the nations will see my
judgment that I have executed, andmy hand that I have laid on them.

22So the house of Israel will know that I am the LORD their God, from that
day and forward.

23 The nations will know that the house of Israel went into captivity for
their iniquity, because they trespassed against me, and I hid my face from
them; so I gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by
the sword.

24 I did to them according to their uncleanness and according to their
transgressions. I hid my face from them.

25 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Now Iwill reverse the captivity of Jacob
and have mercy on the whole house of Israel. I will be jealous for my holy
name.
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26Theywill forget their shame and all their trespasses bywhich they have
trespassed against me, when they dwell securely in their land. No one will
make them afraid

27when I have brought them back from the peoples, gathered them out of
their enemies’ lands, and am shown holy among them in the sight of many
nations.

28Theywill know that I am the LORD their God, in that I caused them to go
into captivity among the nations, and have gathered them to their own land.
Then I will leave none of them captive anymore.

29 Iwon’t hidemyface fromthemanymore, for IhavepouredoutmySpirit
on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord GOD.”

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in

the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was struck,
in the same day, the LORD’s handwas onme, and he brought me there.

2 In the visions of God he brought me into the land of Israel, and set me
down on a very highmountain, on which was something like the frame of a
city to the south.

3He brought me there; and, behold, there was a man whose appearance
was like the appearance of bronze, with a line of flax in his hand and a
measuring reed; and he stood in the gate.

4Theman said tome, “Son ofman, seewith your eyes, and hearwith your
ears, andset yourheartonall that Iwill showyou; foryouhavebeenbrought
here so that I may show them to you. Declare all that you see to the house of
Israel.”

5Behold, therewas awall on theoutside of thehouse all around, and in the
man’s hand a measuring reed six cubits* long, of a cubit and a hand width
each. Sohemeasured the thickness of the building, one reed; and theheight,
one reed.

6 Then he came to the gate which looks toward the east, and went up its
steps. He measured the threshold of the gate, one reed wide; and the other
threshold, one reed wide.

7 Every lodge was one reed long and one reed wide. Between the lodges
was five cubits. The threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate toward the
house was one reed.

8Hemeasured also the porch of the gate toward the house, one reed.
9 Then he measured the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and its posts, two

cubits; and the porch of the gate was toward the house.
10 The side rooms of the gate eastward were three on this side, and three

on that side. The three of them were of one measure. The posts had one
measure on this side and on that side.

11He measured the width of the opening of the gate, ten cubits; and the
length of the gate, thirteen cubits;

12and a border before the lodges, one cubit on this side, and a border, one
cubit on that side; and the side rooms, six cubits on this side, and six cubits
on that side.
* 40:5 A normal cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or
about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. A handbreadth is about 4.3 inches or 11 centimeters, so the long
cubitdescribedherewouldbeabout22.3 inchesor57centimeters long. Thus, a6 longcubitmeasuring
reed would have been about 3 yards 26.6 inches or about 3.42 meters long.



Ezekiel 40:13 1144 Ezekiel 40:33

13He measured the gate from the roof of the one side room to the roof of
the other, a width of twenty-five cubits, door against door.

14 He also made posts, sixty cubits; and the court reached to the posts,
around the gate.

15 From the forefront of the gate at the entrance to the forefront of the
inner porch of the gate were fifty cubits.

16There were closed windows to the side rooms, and to their posts within
the gate all around, and likewise to the arches. Windows were around
inward. Palm trees were on each post.

17 Then he brought me into the outer court. Behold, there were rooms
and a pavement made for the court all around. Thirty rooms were on the
pavement.

18The pavement was by the side of the gates, corresponding to the length
of the gates, even the lower pavement.

19Then hemeasured the width from the forefront of the lower gate to the
forefront of the inner court outside, one hundred cubits, both on the east
and on the north.

20He measured the length and width of the gate of the outer court which
faces toward the north.

21 The lodges of it were three on this side and three on that side. Its posts
and its arches were the same as the measure of the first gate: its length was
fifty cubits, and the width twenty-five cubits.

22 Itswindows, its arches, and its palm treeswere the sameas themeasure
of the gatewhich faces toward the east. Theywent up to it by seven steps. Its
arches were before them.

23 There was a gate to the inner court facing the other gate, on the north
and on the east. Hemeasured one hundred cubits from gate to gate.

24He led me toward the south; and behold, there was a gate toward the
south. He measured its posts and its arches according to these measure-
ments.

25 There were windows in it and in its arches all around, like the other
windows: the length was fifty cubits, and the width twenty-five cubits.

26 There were seven steps to go up to it, and its arches were before them.
It had palm trees, one on this side, and another on that side, on its posts.

27There was a gate to the inner court toward the south. Hemeasured one
hundred cubits from gate to gate toward the south.

28Then he brought me to the inner court by the south gate. He measured
the south gate according to these measurements;

29 with its lodges, its posts, and its arches, according to these measure-
ments. There were windows in it and in its arches all around. It was fifty
cubits long, and twenty-five cubits wide.

30 There were arches all around, twenty-five cubits long and five cubits
wide.

31 Its archeswere toward the outer court. Palm treeswere on its posts. The
ascent to it had eight steps.

32He brought me into the inner court toward the east. He measured the
gate according to these measurements;

33 with its lodges, its posts, and its arches, according to these measure-
ments. There were windows in it and in its arches all around. It was fifty
cubits long, and twenty-five cubits wide.
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34 Its arches were toward the outer court. Palm trees were on its posts on
this side and on that side. The ascent to it had eight steps.

35He brought me to the north gate, and hemeasured it according to these
measurements—

36 its lodges, its posts, and its arches. Therewerewindows in it all around.
The length was fifty cubits and the width twenty-five cubits.

37 Its posts were toward the outer court. Palm trees were on its posts on
this side and on that side. The ascent to it had eight steps.

38 A room with its door was by the posts at the gates. They washed the
burnt offering there.

39 In the porch of the gate were two tables on this side and two tables on
that side, onwhich tokill theburntoffering, the sinoffering, and the trespass
offering.

40On theone sideoutside, as onegoesup to theentryof the gate toward the
north, were two tables; and on the other side, which belonged to the porch
of the gate, were two tables.

41Four tables were on this side, and four tables on that side, by the side of
the gate: eight tables, on which they killed the sacrifices.

42Therewere four cut stone tables for theburnt offering, a cubit andahalf
long, a cubit and a half wide, and one cubit high. They laid the instruments
with which they killed the burnt offering and the sacrifice on them.

43 The hooks, a hand width long, were fastened within all around. The
meat of the offering was on the tables.

44Outside of the inner gate were rooms for the singers in the inner court,
whichwas at the side of the north gate. They faced toward the south. One at
the side of the east gate faced toward the north.

45Hesaid tome, “This room,which faces toward thesouth, is for thepriests
who perform the duty of the house.

46 The room which faces toward the north is for the priests who perform
the duty of the altar. These are the sons of Zadok, who from among the sons
of Levi come near to the LORD tominister to him.”

47Hemeasured thecourt, onehundredcubits longandonehundredcubits
wide, square. The altar was before the house.

48Then he brought me to the porch of the house, andmeasured each post
of the porch, five cubits on this side, and five cubits on that side. The width
of the gate was three cubits on this side and three cubits on that side.

49The length of the porch was twenty cubits and the width eleven cubits,
evenby the stepsbywhich theywentup to it. Therewerepillars by theposts,
one on this side, and another on that side.

41
1He brought me to the nave and measured the posts, six cubits wide on

the one side and six cubits wide on the other side, which was the width of
the tent.

2The width of the entrance was ten cubits,* and the sides of the entrance
were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side. He
measured its length, forty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits.

* 41:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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3 Then he went inward and measured each post of the entrance, two
cubits; and the entrance, six cubits; and the width of the entrance, seven
cubits.

4 He measured its length, twenty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits,
before the nave. He said to me, “This is the most holy place.”

5Thenhemeasured thewall of thehouse, six cubits; and thewidthof every
side room, four cubits, all around the house on every side.

6The side roomswere in three stories, one over another, and thirty in each
story. They entered into the wall which belonged to the house for the side
rooms all around, that they might be supported and not penetrate the wall
of the house.

7The side rooms were wider on the higher levels, because the walls were
narrower at the higher levels. Therefore the width of the house increased
upward; and so onewent up from the lowest level to the highest through the
middle level.

8 I saw also that the house had a raised base all around. The foundations
of the side rooms were a full reed of six great cubits.

9 The thickness of the outer wall of the side rooms was five cubits. That
which was left was the place of the side rooms that belonged to the house.

10 Between the rooms was a width of twenty cubits around the house on
every side.

11The doors of the side roomswere toward an open area thatwas left, one
door toward the north, and another door toward the south. Thewidth of the
open area was five cubits all around.

12 The building that was before the separate place at the side toward the
west was seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the building was five cubits
thick all around, and its length ninety cubits.

13 So he measured the temple, one hundred cubits long; and the separate
place, and the building, with its walls, one hundred cubits long;

14also thewidth of the face of the temple, and of the separate place toward
the east, one hundred cubits.

15Hemeasured the length of the building before the separate placewhich
was at its back, and its galleries on the one side and on the other side, one
hundred cubits from the inner temple, and the porches of the court,

16 the thresholds, and the closed windows, and the galleries around on
their three stories, opposite the threshold, with wood ceilings all around,
and from the ground up to the windows, (now the windows were covered),

17 to the space above the door, even to the inner house, and outside, and by
all the wall all around inside and outside, bymeasure.

18 It was made with cherubim and palm trees. A palm tree was between
cherub and cherub, and every cherub had two faces,

19 so that therewas the face of aman toward the palm tree on the one side,
and the face of a young lion toward the palm tree on the other side. It was
made like this through all the house all around.

20Cherubimandpalm treesweremade from theground to above thedoor.
The wall of the temple was like this.

21The door posts of the nave were squared. As for the face of the nave, its
appearance was as the appearance of the temple.

22 The altar was of wood, three cubits high, and its length two cubits. Its
corners, its base, and its walls were ofwood. He said tome, “This is the table
that is before the LORD.”
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23The temple and the sanctuary had two doors.
24Thedoors had two leaves each, two turning leaves: two for the one door,

and two leaves for the other.
25Thereweremadeon them, on thedoors of thenave, cherubimandpalm

trees, like those made on the walls. There was a threshold of wood on the
face of the porch outside.

26 There were closed windows and palm trees on the one side and on the
other side, on the sides of the porch. This is how the side rooms of the temple
and the thresholds were arranged.

42
1 Then he brought me out into the outer court, the way toward the north.

Then he broughtme into the room thatwas opposite the separate place, and
which was opposite the building toward the north.

2 Facing the length of one hundred cubits* was the north door, and the
width was fifty cubits.

3 Opposite the twenty cubits which belonged to the inner court, and
opposite the pavement which belonged to the outer court, was gallery
against gallery in the three stories.

4 Before the rooms was a walk of ten cubits’ width inward, a way of one
cubit; and their doors were toward the north.

5 Now the upper rooms were shorter; for the galleries took away from
these more than from the lower and themiddle in the building.

6 For they were in three stories, and they didn’t have pillars as the pillars
of the courts. Therefore the uppermost was set back more than the lowest
and themiddle from the ground.

7Thewall thatwas outsideby the side of the rooms, toward the outer court
before the rooms, was fifty cubits long.

8 For the length of the rooms that were in the outer court was fifty cubits.
Behold, those facing the temple were one hundred cubits.

9From under these rooms was the entry on the east side, as one goes into
them from the outer court.

10 In the thickness of the wall of the court toward the east, before the
separate place, and before the building, there were rooms.

11Theway before themwas like the appearance of the roomswhichwere
toward the north. Their length andwidth were the same. All their exits had
the same arrangement and doors.

12 Like the doors of the rooms that were toward the south was a door at
the head of the way, even the way directly before the wall toward the east,
as one enters into them.

13 Then he said to me, “The north rooms and the south rooms, which are
opposite the separate place, are the holy rooms, where the priests who are
near to the LORD shall eat the most holy things. There they shall lay the
most holy things, with the meal offering, the sin offering, and the trespass
offering; for the place is holy.

14When thepriests enter in, then they shall not goout of theholyplace into
the outer court until they lay their garments in which they minister there;
for they are holy. Then they shall put on other garments, and shall approach
that which is for the people.”
* 42:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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15Now when he had finished measuring the inner house, he brought me
out by the way of the gate which faces toward the east, and measured it all
around.

16 He measured on the east side with the measuring reed five hundred
reeds, with themeasuring reed all around.

17Hemeasured on the north side five hundred reeds with the measuring
reed all around.

18He measured on the south side five hundred reeds with the measuring
reed.

19He turnedabout to thewest side, andmeasuredfivehundred reedswith
themeasuring reed.

20 He measured it on the four sides. It had a wall around it, the length
fivehundred cubits, and thewidthfivehundred cubits, tomakea separation
between that which was holy and that which was common.

43
1Afterward he broughtme to the gate, even the gate that looks toward the

east.
2Behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His

voicewas like the soundofmanywaters; and the earthwas illuminatedwith
his glory.

3 It was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to
the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were
like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell onmy face.

4The LORD’s glory came into the house by theway of the gate which faces
toward the east.

5 The Spirit took me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold,
the LORD’s glory filled the house.

6 I heard one speaking to me out of the house, and aman stood byme.
7He said tome, “Son ofman, this is the place ofmy throne and the place of

the soles of my feet, where I will dwell among the children of Israel forever.
The house of Israel will nomore defilemy holy name, neither they nor their
kings, by their prostitutionandby thedeadbodies of their kings in their high
places;

8 in their setting of their threshold by my threshold and their door post
besidemydoor post. Therewas awall betweenme and them; and they have
defiled my holy name by their abominations which they have committed.
Therefore I have consumed them inmy anger.

9Now let them put away their prostitution, and the dead bodies of their
kings far fromme. Then I will dwell among them forever.

10 “You, son of man, show the house to the house of Israel, that they may
be ashamed of their iniquities; and let themmeasure the pattern.

11 If they are ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them
the form of the house, its fashion, its exits, its entrances, its structure, all its
ordinances, all its forms, and all its laws; andwrite it in their sight, that they
may keep the whole form of it, and all its ordinances, and do them.

12 “This is the law of the house. On the top of themountain thewhole limit
around it shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.
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13 “These are themeasurements of the altar by cubits (the cubit* is a cubit
and a handwidth): the bottom shall be a cubit, and thewidth a cubit, and its
border around its edge a span;† and this shall be the base of the altar.

14 From the bottom on the ground to the lower ledge shall be two cubits,
and the width one cubit; and from the lesser ledge to the greater ledge shall
be four cubits, and the width a cubit.

15 The upper altar shall be four cubits; and from the altar hearth and
upward there shall be four horns.

16The altar hearth shall be twelve cubits long by twelvewide, square in its
four sides.

17The ledge shall be fourteen cubits longby fourteenwide in its four sides;
and the border about it shall be half a cubit; and its bottom shall be a cubit
around; and its steps shall look toward the east.”

18Hesaid tome, “Sonofman, theLordGODsays: ‘Theseare theordinances
of the altar in the day when they make it, to offer burnt offerings on it, and
to sprinkle blood on it.

19You shall give to the Levitical priests who are of the offspring of Zadok,
who are near to me, to minister to me,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘a young bull for
a sin offering.

20 You shall take of its blood and put it on its four horns, and on the four
corners of the ledge, and on the border all around. You shall cleanse it and
make atonement for it that way.

21You shall also take the bull of the sin offering, and it shall be burned in
the appointed place of the house, outside of the sanctuary.

22 “On the second day you shall offer a male goat without defect for a sin
offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they cleansed it with the bull.

23 When you have finished cleansing it, you shall offer a young bull
without defect and a ram out of the flock without defect.

24You shall bring them near to the LORD, and the priests shall cast salt on
them, and they shall offer them up for a burnt offering to the LORD.

25 “Seven days you shall prepare every day a goat for a sin offering. They
shall also prepare a young bull and a ram out of the flock, without defect.

26 Seven days shall they make atonement for the altar and purify it. So
shall they consecrate it.

27When they have accomplished the days, it shall be that on the eighth
day andonward, the priests shallmake your burnt offerings on the altar and
your peace offerings. Then I will accept you,’ says the Lord GOD.”

44
1 Then he brought me back by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary,

which looks toward the east; and it was shut.
2The LORD said to me, “This gate shall be shut. It shall not be opened, no

man shall enter in by it; for the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered in by it.
Therefore it shall be shut.

* 43:13 A normal cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. A hand width is about 4.3 inches or 11 cm. † 43:13 A span
is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)
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3As for the prince, he shall sit in it as prince to eat bread before the LORD.
He shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate, and shall go out the same
way.”

4Then he brought me by the way of the north gate before the house; and I
looked, and behold, the LORD’s glory filled the LORD’s house; so I fell onmy
face.

5 The LORD said to me, “Son of man, mark well, and see with your eyes,
and hear with your ears all that I tell you concerning all the ordinances of
the LORD’s house and all its laws; and mark well the entrance of the house,
with every exit of the sanctuary.

6You shall tell the rebellious, even the house of Israel, ‘The LordGOD says:
“You house of Israel, let that be enough of all your abominations,

7 in that you have brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to profane it, evenmy house,
when you offer my bread, the fat and the blood; and they have broken my
covenant, to add to all your abominations.

8 You have not performed the duty of my holy things; but you have set
performers of my duty inmy sanctuary for yourselves.”

9 The Lord GOD says, “No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and uncir-
cumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any foreigners who are
among the children of Israel.

10 “ ‘ “But the Levites whowent far frommewhen Israel went astray, who
went astray fromme after their idols, they will bear their iniquity.

11Yet they shall beministers inmy sanctuary, having oversight at the gates
of the house, andministering in the house. They shall kill the burnt offering
and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them tominister
to them.

12 Because they ministered to them before their idols, and became a
stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore I have lifted up
myhandagainst them,” says theLordGOD, “and theywill bear their iniquity.

13 They shall not come near to me, to execute the office of priest to me,
nor to come near to any of my holy things, to the things that are most holy;
but they will bear their shame and their abominations which they have
committed.

14 Yet I will make them performers of the duty of the house, for all its
service and for all that will be done therein.

15 “ ‘ “But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who performed the duty
ofmy sanctuarywhen the childrenof Israelwent astray fromme, shall come
near to me to minister to me. They shall stand before me to offer to me the
fat and the blood,” says the Lord GOD.

16 “They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my
table, to minister to me, and they shall keepmy instruction.

17 “ ‘ “It will be that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they
shall be clothedwith linengarments. Nowool shall comeon themwhile they
minister in the gates of the inner court, and within.

18 They shall have linen turbans on their heads, and shall have linen
trousers on theirwaists. They shall not clothe themselveswith anything that
makes them sweat.

19When they go out into the outer court, even into the outer court to the
people, they shall put off their garments inwhich theyminister and lay them
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in the holy rooms. They shall put on other garments, that they not sanctify
the people with their garments.

20 “ ‘ “They shall not shave their heads, or allow their locks to grow long.
They shall only cut off the hair of their heads.

21 None of the priests shall drink wine when they enter into the inner
court.

22They shall not take for their wives a widow, or her who is put away; but
they shall take virgins of the offspring of the house of Israel, or awidowwho
is the widow of a priest.

23 They shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the
common, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.

24 “ ‘ “In a controversy they shall stand to judge. They shall judge it
according to my ordinances. They shall keep my laws and my statutes in
all my appointed feasts. They shall makemy Sabbaths holy.

25“ ‘ “They shall go in tonodeadperson todefile themselves; but for father,
or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for sister who has
had no husband, theymay defile themselves.

26After he is cleansed, they shall reckon to him seven days.
27 In the day that he goes into the sanctuary, into the inner court, to

minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering,” says the Lord GOD.
28 “ ‘They shall have an inheritance: I am their inheritance; and you shall

give them no possession in Israel. I am their possession.
29 They shall eat the meal offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass

offering; and every devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs.
30 The first of all the first fruits of every thing, and every offering of

everything, of all your offerings, shall be for the priest. You shall also give to
the priests the first of your dough, to cause a blessing to rest on your house.

31The priests shall not eat of anything that dies of itself or is torn, whether
it is bird or animal.

45
1 “ ‘ “Moreover, when you divide by lot the land for inheritance, you shall

offer an offering to the LORD, a holy portion of the land. The length shall
be the length of twenty-five thousand reeds, and the width shall be ten
thousand. It shall be holy in all its border all around.

2Of this there shall be a five hundred by five hundred square for the holy
place, and fifty cubits* for its pasture lands all around.

3Of thismeasure you shall measure a length of twenty-five thousand, and
a width of ten thousand. In it shall be the sanctuary, which is most holy.

4 It is a holy portion of the land; it shall be for the priests, the ministers of
the sanctuary, who come near tominister to the LORD. It shall be a place for
their houses and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5 Twenty-five thousand cubits in length and ten thousand in width shall
be for the Levites, theministers of the house, as a possession for themselves,
for twenty rooms.

6 “ ‘ “You shall appoint the possession of the city five thousand cubits wide
and twenty-five thousand long, side by side with the offering of the holy
portion. It shall be for the whole house of Israel.
* 45:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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7 “ ‘ “What is for the prince shall be on the one side and on the other
side of the holy allotment and of the possession of the city, in front of the
holy allotment and in front of the possession of the city, on the west side
westward, andon theeast side eastward, and in length corresponding toone
of the portions, from the west border to the east border.

8 In the land it shall be tohim for apossession in Israel. Myprinces shall no
more oppress my people, but they shall give the land to the house of Israel
according to their tribes.”

9 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Enough you, princes of Israel! Remove violence
and plunder, and execute justice and righteousness! Stop dispossessing my
people!” says the Lord GOD.

10 “You shall have just balances, a just ephah,† and a just bath.
11 The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure, that the bath may

contain one tenth of a homer,‡ and the ephah one tenth of a homer. Its
measure shall be the same as the homer.

12 The shekel§ shall be twenty gerahs.* Twenty shekels plus twenty-five
shekels plus fifteen shekels shall be yourmina.†

13 “ ‘ “This is the offering that you shall offer: the sixth part of an ephah
from a homer of wheat, and you shall give the sixth part of an ephah from a
homer of barley,

14and the set portion of oil, of the bath of oil, one tenth of a bath out of the
cor, which is ten baths, even a homer (for ten baths are a homer),‡

15 and one lamb of the flock out of two hundred, from the well-watered
pastures of Israel—for a meal offering, for a burnt offering, and for peace
offerings, to make atonement for them,” says the Lord GOD.

16 “All the people of the land shall give to this offering for the prince in
Israel.

17 It shall be theprince’spart to give theburntofferings, themeal offerings,
and the drink offerings, in the feasts, and on the new moons, and on
the Sabbaths, in all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel. He shall
prepare the sin offering, themeal offering, the burnt offering, and the peace
offerings, to make atonement for the house of Israel.”

18 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the first month, on the first day of the
month, you shall take a young bull without defect, and you shall cleanse the
sanctuary.

19Thepriest shall take of thebloodof the sin offering andput it on thedoor
posts of the house, and on the four corners of the ledge of the altar, and on
the posts of the gate of the inner court.

20 So you shall do on the seventh day of the month for everyone who errs,
and for himwho is simple. So you shall make atonement for the house.

21“ ‘ “In thefirstmonth, on the fourteenthdayof themonth, you shall have
the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.

22On that day the prince shall prepare for himself and for all the people of
the land a bull for a sin offering.

† 45:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 45:11 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6
bushels § 45:12 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 45:12 a gerah is about 0.5
grams or about 7.7 grains † 45:12 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds. ‡ 45:14 1 cor is
the same as 1 homer in volume, and is about 211 liters, 55.9 gallons, or 6 bushels. 1 bath is about 21.1
liters, 5.59 gallons, or 2.4 pecks.
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23The sevendaysof the feast he shall prepareaburnt offering to theLORD,
seven bulls and seven rams without defect daily the seven days; and amale
goat daily for a sin offering.

24He shall prepare a meal offering, an ephah§ for a bull, an ephah for a
ram, and a hin* of oil to an ephah.

25 “ ‘ “In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, during the
feast, he shall do like that for seven days. He shall make the same provision
for sin offering, the burnt offering, the meal offering, and the oil.”

46
1 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “The gate of the inner court that looks toward the

east shall be shut the six working days; but on the Sabbath day it shall be
opened, and on the day of the newmoon it shall be opened.

2 The prince shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate outside, and
shall stand by the post of the gate; and the priests shall prepare his burnt
offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the
gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until the evening.

3 The people of the land shall worship at the door of that gate before the
LORD on the Sabbaths and on the newmoons.

4The burnt offering that the prince shall offer to the LORD shall be on the
Sabbath day, six lambs without defect and a ramwithout defect;

5and themealoffering shall beanephah for the ram, and themealoffering
for the lambs as he is able to give, and a hin* of oil to an ephah.†

6On the day of the new moon it shall be a young bull without defect, six
lambs, and a ram. They shall be without defect.

7He shall prepare a meal offering: an ephah for the bull, and an ephah
for the ram, and for the lambs according as he is able, and a hin of oil to an
ephah.

8When the prince enters, he shall go in by theway of the porch of the gate,
and he shall go out by its way.

9 “ ‘ “But when the people of the land come before the LORD in the
appointed feasts, hewho enters by thewayof thenorth gate toworship shall
gooutby thewayof the southgate; andhewhoentersby thewayof the south
gate shall go out by theway of the north gate. He shall not return by theway
of the gate by which he came in, but shall go out straight before him.

10The prince shall go in with themwhen they go in. When they go out, he
shall go out.

11 “ ‘ “In the feasts and in the appointed holidays, the meal offering shall
be an ephah‡ for a bull, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs as he is
able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah.

12When the prince prepares a free will offering, a burnt offering or peace
offerings as a free will offering to the LORD, one shall open for him the gate
that looks toward the east; and he shall prepare his burnt offering and his
peace offerings, as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out; and
after his going out one shall shut the gate.

§ 45:24 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 45:24 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons. * 46:5 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. † 46:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about
2/3 of a bushel ‡ 46:11 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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13 “ ‘ “You shall prepare a lamb a year old without defect for a burnt
offering to the LORD daily. Morning bymorning you shall prepare it.

14You shall prepare ameal offeringwith it morning bymorning, the sixth
part of an ephah,§ and the third part of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour;
a meal offering to the LORD continually by a perpetual ordinance.

15Thus they shall prepare the lamb, themealoffering, and theoil,morning
bymorning, for a continual burnt offering.”

16 “ ‘The LordGOD says: “If the prince gives a gift to any of his sons, it is his
inheritance. It shall belong to his sons. It is their possession by inheritance.

17 But if he gives of his inheritance a gift to one of his servants, it shall
be his to the year of liberty; then it shall return to the prince; but as for his
inheritance, it shall be for his sons.

18 Moreover the prince shall not take of the people’s inheritance, to
thrust them out of their possession. He shall give inheritance to his sons
out of his own possession, that my people not each be scattered from his
possession.” ’ ”

19Thenhe broughtme through the entry, whichwas at the side of the gate,
into the holy rooms for the priests, which looked toward the north. Behold,
there was a place on the back part westward.

20He said tome, “This is the place where the priests shall boil the trespass
offering and the sin offering, and where they shall bake the meal offering,
that they not bring them out into the outer court, to sanctify the people.”

21 Then he brought me out into the outer court and caused me to pass by
the four corners of the court; and behold, in every corner of the court there
was a court.

22 In the four corners of the court therewere courts enclosed, forty cubits*
long and thirty wide. These four in the corners were the same size.

23 There was a wall around in them, around the four, and boiling places
weremade under the walls all around.

24 Then he said to me, “These are the boiling houses, where the ministers
of the house shall boil the sacrifice of the people.”

47
1Hebroughtmeback to the door of the temple; and behold, waters flowed

out from under the threshold of the temple eastward, for the front of the
temple faced toward the east. The waters came down from underneath,
from the right side of the temple, on the south of the altar.

2 Then he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me
around by theway outside to the outer gate, by theway of the gate that looks
toward the east. Behold, waters ran out on the right side.

3When themanwent out eastwardwith the line in his hand, hemeasured
one thousand cubits,* and he causedme to pass through the waters, waters
that were to the ankles.

4 Again he measured one thousand, and caused me to pass through the
waters, waters that were to the knees. Again he measured one thousand,
and causedme to pass through waters that were to the waist.
§ 46:14 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 46:22 A cubit is the length from the
tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. * 47:3
A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches
or 46 centimeters.
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5Afterward hemeasured one thousand; and it was a river that I could not
pass through, for the waters had risen, waters to swim in, a river that could
not be walked through.

6He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?”
Then he brought me and causedme to return to the bank of the river.
7 Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river were very

many trees on the one side and on the other.
8Thenhe said tome, “Thesewatersflowout toward the eastern regionand

will go down into theArabah. Then theywill go toward the sea andflow into
the sea which will be made to flow out; and the waters will be healed.

9 It will happen that every living creature which swarms, in every place
where the rivers come, will live. Then there will be a very great multitude
of fish; for these waters have come there, and the waters of the sea will be
healed, and everything will live wherever the river comes.

10 It will happen that fishermen will stand by it. From En Gedi even to En
Eglaimwill be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish will be after their
kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceedingly many.

11But its swamps andmarsheswill not be healed. Theywill be given up to
salt.

12 By the river banks, on both sides, will grow every tree for food, whose
leaf won’t wither, neither will its fruit fail. It will produce new fruit every
month, because itswaters issueout of the sanctuary. Its fruitwill be for food,
and its leaf for healing.”

13The Lord GOD says: “This shall be the border by which you shall divide
the land for inheritance according to the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall
have two portions.

14You shall inherit it, one as well as another; for I swore to give it to your
fathers. This land will fall to you for inheritance.

15 “This shall be the border of the land:
“On the north side, from the great sea, by the way of Hethlon, to the

entrance of Zedad;
16Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim (which is between the border of Damascus

and the border of Hamath), to Hazer Hatticon, which is by the border of
Hauran.

17The border from the sea shall beHazar Enon at the border of Damascus;
and on the north northward is the border of Hamath. This is the north side.

18 “The east side, between Hauran, Damascus, Gilead, and the land of
Israel, shall be the Jordan; from the north border to the east sea you shall
measure. This is the east side.

19 “The south side southward shall be from Tamar as far as the waters
of Meriboth Kadesh, to the brook, to the great sea. This is the south side
southward.

20 “The west side shall be the great sea, from the south border as far as
opposite the entrance of Hamath. This is the west side.

21 “So you shall divide this land to yourselves according to the tribes of
Israel.

22 You shall divide it by lot for an inheritance to you and to the aliens
who live among you, who will father children among you. Then they shall
be to you as the native-born among the children of Israel. They shall have
inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel.
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23 In whatever tribe the stranger lives, there you shall give him his
inheritance,” says the Lord GOD.

48
1 “Now these are the names of the tribes: From the north end, beside the

way of Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, Hazar Enan at the border of
Damascus, northward beside Hamath (and they shall have their sides east
and west), Dan, one portion.

2 “By the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, Asher, one
portion.

3“By theborder ofAsher, from the east side even to thewest side, Naphtali,
one portion.

4 “By the border of Naphtali, from the east side to thewest side, Manasseh,
one portion.

5 “By the border ofManasseh, from the east side to thewest side, Ephraim,
one portion.

6 “By the border of Ephraim, from the east side even to the west side,
Reuben, one portion.

7 “By the border of Reuben, from the east side to the west side, Judah, one
portion.

8 “By the border of Judah, from the east side to the west side, shall be the
offering which you shall offer, twenty-five thousand reeds in width, and in
length as one of the portions, from the east side to the west side; and the
sanctuary shall be in themiddle of it.

9 “The offering that you shall offer to the LORD shall be twenty-five
thousand reeds in length, and ten thousand in width.

10 For these, even for the priests, shall be the holy offering: toward the
north twenty-five thousand in length, and toward the west ten thousand in
width, and toward the east ten thousand in width, and toward the south
twenty-five thousand in length; and the sanctuary of the LORD shall be in
themiddle of it.

11 It shall be for the priests who are sanctified of the sons of Zadok, who
have kept my instruction, who didn’t go astray when the children of Israel
went astray, as the Levites went astray.

12 It shall be to them an offering from the offering of the land, a most holy
thing, by the border of the Levites.

13 “Alongside the border of the priests, the Levites shall have twenty-five
thousand cubits in length and ten thousand in width. All the length shall be
twenty-five thousand, and the width ten thousand.

14They shall sell none of it, nor exchange it, nor shall the first fruits of the
land be alienated, for it is holy to the LORD.

15“Thefive thousandcubits thatare left in thewidth, in frontof the twenty-
five thousand, shall be for common use, for the city, for dwelling and for
pasture lands; and the city shall be in themiddle of it.

16These shall be its measurements: the north side four thousand and five
hundred, and the south side four thousandandfivehundred, andon theeast
side four thousand and five hundred, and the west side four thousand and
five hundred.

17 The city shall have pasture lands: toward the north two hundred fifty,
and toward the south two hundred fifty, and toward the east two hundred
fifty, and toward the west two hundred fifty.
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18 The remainder of the length, alongside the holy offering, shall be ten
thousand eastward and ten thousand westward; and it shall be alongside
the holy offering. Its increase shall be for food to thosewho labor in the city.

19Those who labor in the city, out of all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate
it.

20All the offering shall be a square of twenty-five thousand by twenty-five
thousand. You shall offer it as a holy offering, with the possession of the city.

21 “The remainder shall be for the prince, on the one side and on the other
of the holy offering and of the possession of the city; in front of the twenty-
five thousand of the offering toward the east border, and westward in front
of the twenty-five thousand toward the west border, alongside the portions,
it shall be for the prince. The holy offering and the sanctuary of the house
shall be in themiddle of it.

22Moreover, from thepossessionof theLevites, and from thepossessionof
the city, being in themiddle of thatwhich is the prince’s, between the border
of Judah and the border of Benjamin, shall be for the prince.

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west side,
Benjamin, one portion.

24 “By the border of Benjamin, from the east side to the west side, Simeon,
one portion.

25 “By the border of Simeon, from the east side to the west side, Issachar,
one portion.

26 “By the border of Issachar, from the east side to the west side, Zebulun,
one portion.

27 “By the border of Zebulun, from the east side to the west side, Gad, one
portion.

28 “By the border of Gad, at the south side southward, the border shall be
even fromTamar to thewaters ofMeribathKadesh, to thebrook, to the great
sea.

29 “This is the land which you shall divide by lot to the tribes of Israel for
inheritance, and these are their several portions, says the Lord GOD.

30 “These are the exits of the city: On the north side four thousand five
hundred reeds bymeasure;

31 and the gates of the city shall be named after the tribes of Israel, three
gates northward: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of
Levi, one.

32“At theeast side four thousandfivehundredreeds, and threegates: even
the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, one.

33 “At the south side four thousand five hundred reeds by measure, and
three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar, one; the gate of
Zebulun, one.

34 “At the west side four thousand five hundred reeds, with their three
gates: the gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one.

35 “It shall be eighteen thousand reeds in circumference; and the name of
the city from that day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the thirdyearof the reignof Jehoiakimkingof Judah,Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

2 The Lord* gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the
vessels of the house of God;† and he carried them into the land of Shinar to
the house of his god. He brought the vessels into the treasure house of his
god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, that he should
bring in some of the children of Israel, even of the royal offspring‡ and of the
nobles:

4 youths in whom was no defect, but well-favored, skillful in all wisdom,
endowed with knowledge, understanding science, and who had the ability
to stand in the king’s palace; and that he should teach them the learning and
the language of the Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily portion of the king’s delicacies and
of the wine which he drank, and that they should be nourished three years,
that at its end they should stand before the king.

6 Now among these of the children of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names to them: to Daniel he gave the
name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to
Azariah, Abednego.

8ButDaniel purposed inhis heart that hewouldnot defilehimselfwith the
king’s delicacies, norwith thewinewhich he drank. Therefore he requested
of the prince of the eunuchs that hemight not defile himself.

9Now God made Daniel find kindness and compassion in the sight of the
prince of the eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who
has appointed your food and your drink. For why should he see your faces
worse looking than the youths who are of your own age? Then you would
endanger my head with the king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the prince of the eunuchs had
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten days; and let them give us vegetables
to eat and water to drink.

13 Then let our faces be examined before you, and the face of the youths
who eat of the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days.
15At the end of ten days, their faces appeared fairer and they were fatter

in flesh than all the youths who ate of the king’s delicacies.
16 So the steward took away their delicacies and the wine that they were

given to drink, and gave them vegetables.
17 Now as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in

all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and
dreams.
* 1:2 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:2 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑
(Elohim). ‡ 1:3 or, seed
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18At the end of the days which the king had appointed for bringing them
in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

19 The king talked with them; and among them all was found no one like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore stood they before the
king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding concerning which the
king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all themagicians
and enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21Daniel continued even to the first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar

dreamed dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and his sleep went from him.
2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the

sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his dreams. So they
came in and stood before the king.

3Theking said to them, “I havedreamedadream, andmyspirit is troubled
to know the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in the Syrian language, “Oking, live
forever! Tell your servants the dream, andwewill show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The thing has gone from me. If you
don’t make known tome the dream and its interpretation, youwill be cut in
pieces, and your houses will be made a dunghill.

6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from
me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its
interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and wewill show the interpretation.”

8Thekinganswered, “I knowofa certainty that youare trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone fromme.

9 But if you don’t make known to me the dream, there is but one law for
you; for you have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me,
until the situation changes. Therefore tell me the dream, and I will know
that you can showme its interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on the
earth who can show the king’s matter, because no king, lord, or ruler has
asked such a thing of anymagician, enchanter, or Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is no other who can
show it before the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

12Because of this, the king was angry and very furious, and commanded
that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise menwere to be slain. They sought
Daniel and his companions to be slain.

14Then Daniel returned answer with counsel and prudence to Arioch the
captainof theking’s guard,whohadgoneout tokill thewisemenofBabylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree so urgent
from the king?” Then Ariochmade the thing known to Daniel.

16Danielwent in, anddesiredof theking thathewouldappointhima time,
and he would show the king the interpretation.
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17Then Daniel went to his house andmade the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 that they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this
secret, that Daniel and his companions would not perishwith the rest of the
wise men of Babylon.

19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then
Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever;

for wisdom andmight are his.
21He changes the times and the seasons.

He removes kings and sets up kings.
He gives wisdom to the wise,

and knowledge to those who have understanding.
22He reveals the deep and secret things.

He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat we desired of you;
for you havemade known to us the king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to
destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said this to him: “Don’t
destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I will
show to the king the interpretation.”

25Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said this to
him: “I have found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah who will
make known to the king the interpretation.”

26Theking answeredDaniel, whosenamewasBelteshazzar, “Are youable
to make known tome the dreamwhich I have seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and said, “The secret which the
king has demanded can’t be shown to the king by wise men, enchanters,
magicians, or soothsayers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has made
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream
and the visions of your head on your bed are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came on your bed, what should
happen hereafter; and hewho reveals secrets hasmade known to youwhat
will happen.

30But as forme, this secret is not revealed tome for anywisdomthat I have
more than any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made
known to the king, and that youmay know the thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,* a great image. This image, which
was mighty, and whose brightness was excellent, stood before you; and its
appearance was terrifying.

32As for this image, its headwas of fine gold, its chest and its arms of silver,
its belly and its thighs of bronze,

* 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and part of clay.
34You sawuntil a stonewas cut outwithout hands,which struck the image

on its feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.
35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were broken

in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors.
Thewind carried themaway, so that no placewas found for them. The stone
that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and wewill tell its interpretation before the king.
37You, O king, are king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the

kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory.
38Wherever the children of men dwell, he has given the animals of the

field and the birds of the sky into your hand, and has made you rule over
them all. You are the head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise that is inferior to you; and
another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth.

40The fourth kingdomwill be strong as iron, because iron breaks in pieces
and subdues all things; and as iron that crushes all these, it will break in
pieces and crush.

41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay and part of iron,
it will be a divided kingdom; but therewill be in it of the strength of the iron,
because you saw the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom
will be partly strong and partly brittle.

43 Whereas you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, they will mingle
themselves with the seed of men; but they won’t cling to one another, even
as iron does not mix with clay.

44“In thedaysof thosekings theGodofheavenwill setupakingdomwhich
will never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty be left to another people;
but it will break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it will stand
forever.

45Becauseyousawthata stonewascutoutof themountainwithouthands,
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold, the great God hasmade known to the kingwhat will happen hereafter.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, worshiped Daniel, and
commanded that they should offer an offering and sweet odors to him.

47 The king answered to Daniel, and said, “Of a truth your God is the God
of gods, and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you have been
able to reveal this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great and gave him many great gifts, and
made him rule over thewhole province of Babylon and to be chief governor
over all the wise men of Babylon.

49Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed Shadrach,Meshach, and
Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon, but Daniel was in the
king’s gate.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar the kingmade an image of gold,whose heightwas sixty
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cubits* and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the
province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the local gov-
ernors, the deputies, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the
dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

3Then the local governors, the deputies, and the governors, the judges, the
treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces
were gathered together to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar
the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar
had set up.

4Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it is commanded, peoples, nations,
and languages,

5 that whenever you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp,
pipe, and all kinds of music, you fall down and worship the golden image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.

6Whoever doesn’t fall down and worship shall be cast into the middle of
a burning fiery furnace the same hour.”

7Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music, all the peoples, the
nations, and the languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near and brought accusa-
tion against the Jews.

9They answered Nebuchadnezzar the king, “O king, live for ever!
10You, O king, havemade a decree that everymanwho hears the sound of

the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music shall fall down
andworship the golden image;

11andwhoeverdoesn’t fall downandworship shall be cast into themiddle
of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of
the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O
king, have not respected you. They don’t serve your gods, and don’t worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and fury commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. Then these men were brought before
the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you don’t serve my gods and you don’t worship the golden
image which I have set up?

15Now if you are ready whenever you hear the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music to fall down and worship the
image which I have made, good; but if you don’t worship, you shall be cast
the same hour into the middle of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “Nebuchadnez-
zar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.

* 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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17 If it happens, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king, thatwewill not serve your gods
or worship the golden image which you have set up.”

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the form of his appearance
was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He spoke, and
commanded that they should heat the furnace seven timesmore than it was
usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men who were in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery
furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their pants, their tunics, and their
mantles, and their other clothes, and were cast into the middle of the
burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent and the fur-
nace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

23 These three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound
into themiddle of the burning fiery furnace.

24ThenNebuchadnezzar the kingwas astonished and rose up in haste. He
spoke and said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast three men bound into the
middle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
25He answered, “Look, I see four men loose, walking in the middle of the

fire, and they are unharmed. The appearance of the fourth is like a son of
the gods.†”

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery
furnace. He spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you
servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!”
ThenShadrach,Meshach, andAbednegocameoutof themiddleof thefire.
27 The local governors, the deputies, and the governors, and the king’s

counselors, being gathered together, saw these men, that the fire had no
power on their bodies. The hair of their head wasn’t singed. Their pants
weren’t changed. The smell of fire wasn’t even on them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants
who trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and have yielded
their bodies, that theymight not servenorworship anygodexcept their own
God.

29 Therefore I make a decree that every people, nation, and language
which speak anything evil against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill,
because there is no other god who is able to deliver like this.”

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and languages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.

† 3:25 Or, the Son of God.
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2 It has seemed good tome to show the signs andwonders that theMost
High God has worked towardme.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
His dominion is from generation to generation.
4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my

palace.
5 I saw a dreamwhichmademe afraid; and the thoughts onmy bed and

the visions of my head troubledme.
6 Therefore I made a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon

before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the
dream.

7Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the soothsay-
ers came in; and I told them the dream, but they didn’t make known to me
its interpretation.

8 But at last, Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar
according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.
I told the dream before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit
of the holy gods is in you and no secret troubles you, tell me the visions of
my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation.

10Thesewere thevisions ofmyheadonmybed: I saw, andbehold, a tree
in themiddle of the earth; and its height was great.

11 The tree grew and was strong. Its height reached to the sky and its
sight to the end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it hadmuch fruit, and in it was food for
all. The animals of the field had shade under it, and the birds of the sky lived
in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.

13“I saw in thevisions ofmyheadonmybed, andbehold, aholywatcher
came down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud and said this: ‘Cut down the tree, and cut off its
branches! Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let the animals get away
from under it and the birds from its branches.

15Nevertheless leave the stumpof its roots in theearth, evenwithaband
of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the
dew of the sky. Let his portion be with the animals in the grass of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let an animal’s heart be
given to him. Then let seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the watchers and the demand by
the word of the holy ones, to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever he will,
and sets up over it the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen; and you, Belteshaz-
zar, declare the interpretation, because all the wise men of my kingdom
are not able tomake known tome the interpretation; but you are able, for
the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was stricken mute for a
while, and his thoughts troubled him. The king answered, “Belteshazzar,
don’t let the dream or the interpretation, trouble you.”
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Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the dream be for thosewho hate
you, and its interpretation to your adversaries.

20 The tree that you saw, which grew and was strong, whose height
reached to the sky and its sight to all the earth;

21whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit plentiful, and in it was food
for all; under which the animals of the field lived, and on whose branches
the birds of the sky had their habitation—

22 it is you, O king, that have grown and become strong; for your
greatness has grown, and reaches to the sky, and your dominion to the end
of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king sawaholywatcher coming down from the sky and
saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and destroy it; nevertheless leave the stump of
its roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender
grass of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of the sky. Let his portion
be with the animals of the field, until seven times pass over him.’

24“This is the interpretation, Oking, and it is thedecreeof theMostHigh,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 You will be driven from men and your dwelling shall be with the
animals of the field. You will be made to eat grass as oxen, and will be wet
with the dew of the sky, and seven times shall pass over you, until you know
that theMostHigh rules in the kingdomofmen, and gives it towhomever he
will.

26Whereas itwas commanded to leave the stumpof the roots of the tree,
your kingdom shall be sure to you after you know that Heaven rules.

27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you, and break
off your sins by righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the
poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your tranquility.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchadnezzar.
29 At the end of twelve months he was walking in the royal palace of

Babylon.
30The king spoke and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built

for the royal dwelling place by the might of my power and for the glory of
mymajesty?”

31While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from the sky,
saying, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: ‘The kingdom has
departed from you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and your dwelling shall be with the
animals of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like oxen. Seven times
shall pass over you, until you know that theMost High rules in the kingdom
of men, and gives it to whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven
frommenandategrass likeoxen; andhisbodywaswetwith thedewof the
sky until his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’
claws.

34At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted upmy eyes to heaven,
andmy understanding returned tome; and I blessed theMost High, and I
praised and honored himwho lives forever,

for his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom from generation to generation.

35All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;
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and he does according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36 At the same time my understanding returned to me; and for the

glory of my kingdom, my majesty and brightness returned to me. My
counselors andmy lords soughtme; and Iwas established inmykingdom,
and excellent greatness was added tome.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven; for all hisworks are truth, and hisways justice; and thosewhowalk
in pride he is able to abase.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and

drank wine before the thousand.
2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded that the golden and

silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple
which was in Jerusalem be brought to him, that the king and his lords, his
wives and his concubines, might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple
of God’s housewhichwas at Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives
and his concubines, drank from them.

4They drankwine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of
iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s hand came out and wrote near
the lamp stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace. The king saw
the part of the hand that wrote.

6Then the king’s facewas changed in him, and his thoughts troubled him;
and the joints of his thighs were loosened, and his knees struck one against
another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. The king spoke and said to thewisemen of Babylon, “Whoever
reads this writing and shows me its interpretation shall be clothed with
purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler
in the kingdom.”

8Then all the king’swisemen came in; but they could not read thewriting,
and couldn’t make known to the king the interpretation.

9Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, and his face was changed in
him, and his lords were perplexed.

10 The queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into
the banquet house. The queen spoke and said, “Oking, live forever; don’t let
your thoughts trouble you, nor let your face be changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods;
and in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like
the wisdom of the gods, were found in him. The king, Nebuchadnezzar,
your father—yes, the king, your father—made himmaster of the magicians,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers,

12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting of
dreams, showing of dark sentences, and dissolving of doubts were found
in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be
called, and he will show the interpretation.”
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13Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke and said to
Daniel, “Are you that Daniel of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom
the kingmy father brought out of Judah?

14 I have heard of you, that the spirit of the gods is in you and that light,
understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in you.

15Nowthewisemen, theenchanters, havebeenbrought inbeforeme, that
they should read this writing, andmake known tome its interpretation; but
they could not show the interpretation of the thing.

16But I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and dissolve
doubts. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold
around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17ThenDaniel answeredbefore theking, “Let your gifts be to yourself, and
give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the
king, andmake known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father the
kingdom, and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19Because of the greatness that he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and
languages trembled and feared before him. He killed whom he wanted to,
andhe kept alivewhomhewanted to. He raised upwhomhewanted to, and
he put downwhom hewanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his
glory from him.

21He was driven from the sons of men, and his heart was made like the
animals’, and his dwellingwaswith thewild donkeys. Hewas fedwith grass
like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of the sky, until he knew that
the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you
knew all this,

23 but have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have
brought the vessels of his house before you, and you and your lords, your
wives, and your concubines, have drunkwine from them. You have praised
the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron,wood, and stone,which don’t see,
or hear, or know; and you have not glorified the God in whose hand your
breath is, and whose are all your ways.

24 Then the part of the hand was sent from before him, and this writing
was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed: ‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UP-
HARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and brought it to an end.
27TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances, and are foundwanting.
28PERES: your kingdom is divided, and given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they clothedDanielwith purple, and
put a chain of gold about his neck, andmade proclamation concerning him,
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean King was slain.
31Darius theMede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.
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6
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred twenty local

governors, who should be throughout the whole kingdom;
2andover them threepresidents, ofwhomDanielwas one, that these local

governors might give account to them, and that the king should suffer no
loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished above the presidents and the local
governors, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to
set him over the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and the local governors sought to find occasion
against Daniel as touching the kingdom; but they could find no occasion or
fault, because he was faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find any occasion against this Daniel,
unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local governors assembled together to the
king, and said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7All the presidents of the kingdom, the deputies and the local governors,
the counselors and the governors, have consulted together to establish a
royal statute and to make a strong decree, that whoever asks a petition of
any god orman for thirty days, except of you, O king, he shall be cast into the
den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, that it not be
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which doesn’t
alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed the writing and the decree.
10When Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house

(nowhiswindowswere open in his room toward Jerusalem) andhe kneeled
on his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God,
as he did before.

11Then these men assembled together, and found Daniel making petition
and supplication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke before the king concerning the king’s
decree: “Haven’t you signed a decree that every man who makes a petition
to any god ormanwithin thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into
the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true, according to the law of the Medes

and Persians, which doesn’t alter.”
13Then they answered and said before the king, “ThatDaniel, who is of the

children of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t respect you, O king, nor the decree
that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”

14Then the king, when he heard thesewords, was very displeased, and set
his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored until the going down of
the sun to rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together to the king, and said to the king,
“Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians, that no decree nor
statute which the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel and cast him into
the den of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you
serve continually, he will deliver you.”
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17 A stone was brought, and laid on the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that nothing
might be changed concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting. No
musical instruments were brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.

19Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste to the
den of lions.

20When he came near to the den to Daniel, he criedwith a troubled voice.
The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, is your
God, whom you serve continually, able to deliver you from the lions?”

21Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!
22MyGodhas sent his angel, andhas shut the lions’mouths, and theyhave

nothurtme, because innocencewas found inmebeforehim; andalsobefore
you, O king, I have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no
kind of harmwas found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and
their wives; and the lions mauled them, and broke all their bones in pieces
before they came to the bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages who
dwell in all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26 “Imake a decree that in all the dominion ofmy kingdommen tremble

and fear before the God of Daniel.
“For he is the living God,

and steadfast forever.
His kingdom is that which will not be destroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

He works signs and wonders in heaven and in earth,
who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.”

28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus
the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and

visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote the dream and told the
sum of thematters.

2Daniel spoke and said, “I saw inmy vision by night, and, behold, the four
winds of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3Four great animals came up from the sea, different from one another.
4 “The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched until its wings

were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth andmade to stand on two
feet as a man. Aman’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a second, like a bear. It was raised
up on one side, and three ribswere in itsmouth between its teeth. They said
this to it: ‘Arise! Devourmuch flesh!’
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6 “After this I saw, and behold, another, like a leopard, which had on its
back four wings of a bird. The animal also had four heads; and dominion
was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there was a fourth
animal, awesome, powerful, and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth.
It devouredandbroke inpieces, and stamped the residuewith its feet. Itwas
different from all the animals that were before it. It had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold, there cameup among themanother
horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by
the roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking arrogantly.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from before him.

Thousands of thousandsministered to him.
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11“Iwatched at that timebecause of the voice of the arrogantwordswhich
the horn spoke. I watched even until the animal was slain, and its body
destroyed, and it was given to be burned with fire.

12As for the rest of the animals, their dominion was taken away; yet their
lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, andbehold, there camewith the clouds of the
sky one like a son ofman, and he came even to the Ancient of Days, and they
brought him near before him.

14Dominionwas given him, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which will not pass away, and his kingdom one that will not be
destroyed.

15“As forme,Daniel,myspiritwasgrievedwithinmybody, and thevisions
of my head troubledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth
concerning all this.

“So he told me, andmademe know the interpretation of the things.
17 ‘These great animals, which are four, are four kings, who will arise out

of the earth.
18But the saints of theMostHighwill receive the kingdom, andpossess the

kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’
19 “Then I desired to know the truth concerning the fourth animal, which

was different from all of them, exceedingly terrible, whose teeth were of
iron, and its nails of bronze; which devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet;

20 and concerning the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn
whichcameup, andbeforewhich three fell, even thathorn thathadeyesand
amouth that spoke arrogantly, whose look wasmore stout than its fellows.
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21 I saw, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them,

22until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of
the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animalwill be a fourth kingdomon earth, which
will bedifferent fromall the kingdoms, andwill devour thewhole earth, and
will tread it down and break it in pieces.

24As for the ten horns, ten kings will arise out of this kingdom. Another
will arise after them; and he will be different from the former, and he will
put down three kings.

25Hewill speak words against theMost High, andwill wear out the saints
of theMost High. Hewill plan to change the times and the law; and theywill
be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgment will be set, and theywill take away his dominion, to
consume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms
under the whole sky, will be given to the people of the saints of the Most
High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions will serve
and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled
me greatly, and my face was changed in me; but I kept the matter in my
heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar, a vision appeared tome,

even tome, Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first.
2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that when I saw, I was in the citadel of

Susa, which is in the province of Elam. I saw in the vision, and I was by the
river Ulai.

3Then I lifted upmyeyes and saw, andbehold, a ramwhichhad twohorns
stoodbefore the river. The twohornswerehigh, but onewashigher than the
other, and the higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward. No
animals could stand before him. There wasn’t any who could deliver out
of his hand, but he did according to his will, andmagnified himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west over the
surface of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the ground. The goat had a
notable horn between his eyes.

6He came to the ram that had the two horns, which I saw standing before
the river, and ran on him in the fury of his power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was moved with anger against
him, andstruck the ram, andbrokehis twohorns. Therewasnopower in the
ram to stand before him; but he cast him down to the ground and trampled
on him. There was no one who could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself exceedingly. When he was strong, the
great horn was broken; and instead of it there came up four notable horns
toward the four winds of the sky.

9Out of one of them came out a little hornwhich grew exceedingly great—
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the sky; and it cast down some of the
army and of the stars to the ground and trampled on them.
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11Yes, it magnified itself, even to the prince of the army; and it took away
from him the continual burnt offering, and the place of his sanctuary was
cast down.

12The armywas given over to it togetherwith the continual burnt offering
through disobedience. It cast down truth to the ground, and it did its
pleasure and prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that
certain one who spoke, “How long will the vision about the continual
burnt offering, and the disobedience that makes desolate, to give both the
sanctuary and the army to be trodden under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand and three hundred evenings and
mornings. Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15When I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it.
Then behold, there stood beforeme someonewith the appearance of aman.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, which called and
said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”

17Sohe camenearwhere I stood; andwhenhe came, Iwas frightened, and
fell on my face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, for the vision
belongs to the time of the end.”

18Now as he was speaking with me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face
toward the ground; but he touchedme and set me upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you knowwhat will be in the latter time of
the indignation, for it belongs to the appointed time of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the two horns, they are the kings of
Media and Persia.

21Theroughmalegoat is thekingofGreece. Thegreathorn that isbetween
his eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the place where four stood up, four
kingdomswill stand up out of the nation, but not with his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors have come
to the full, a king of fierce face, and understanding riddles, will stand up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not by his own power. He will destroy
awesomely, and will prosper in what he does. He will destroy the mighty
ones and the holy people.

25 Through his policy he will cause deceit to prosper in his hand. He will
magnify himself in his heart, and he will destroy many in their security. He
will also standupagainst theprinceofprinces, buthewill bebrokenwithout
human hands.

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings which has been told is true;
but seal up the vision, for it belongs to many days to come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some days. Then I rose up and did the
king’s business. I wondered at the vision, but no one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the

Medes, who wasmade king over the realm of the Chaldeans—
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2 in thefirst yearofhis reign I,Daniel, understoodby thebooks thenumber
of the years aboutwhich theLORD’s*word came to Jeremiah theprophet for
the accomplishing of the desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy years.

3 I setmy face to the LordGod, to seek by prayer and petitions, with fasting
and sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade confession, and said,
“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God, who keeps covenant and loving

kindness with those who love him and keep his commandments,
5we have sinned, and have dealt perversely, and have done wickedly,

and have rebelled, even turning aside from your precepts and from your
ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your
name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you, but to us confusion of face, as it is
today; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all
Israel, who are near and who are far off, through all the countries where
you have driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed
against you.

8Lord, to us belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and
to our fathers, because we have sinned against you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness, for we have
rebelled against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our God’s voice, to walk in his laws,
which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed your law, turning aside, that they
should not obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses the
servant of Godhas beenpoured out onus, forwehave sinned against him.

12He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against
our judgeswho judgedus, by bringing onus a great evil; for under thewhole
sky, such has not been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

13As it is written in the law ofMoses, all this evil has come on us. Yet we
have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, that we should turn from
our iniquities and have discernment in your truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has watched over the evil, and brought it on us;
for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he does, and we
have not obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with amighty hand, and have gotten yourself renown, as it is today,
we have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righteousness, please let your anger and
your wrath be turned away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain;
because for our sins and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalemandyour
people have become a reproach to all who are around us.

17“Nowtherefore, ourGod, listen to theprayerof your servant and tohis
petitions, and cause your face to shine on your sanctuary that is desolate,
for the Lord’s sake.

* 9:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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18 My God, turn your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our
desolations, and the citywhich is called by your name; forwe donot present
our petitions before you for our righteousness, but for your great mercies’
sake.

19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen and do. Don’t defer, for your
own sake, my God, because your city and your people are called by your
name.”

20While I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for
the holy mountain of my God—

21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer—the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about
the time of the evening offering.

22He instructedmeand talkedwithme, andsaid, “Daniel, I havenowcome
to give you wisdom and understanding.

23 At the beginning of your petitions the commandment went out, and I
have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the
matter and understand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your people and on your holy city,
to finish disobedience, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation
for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from the going out of the command-
ment to restore and build Jerusalem to the Anointed One,† the prince, will
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It will be built again, with street and
moat, even in troubled times.

26 After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed One‡ will be cut off, and will
have nothing. The people of the prince who come will destroy the city and
the sanctuary. Its end will be with a flood, and war will be even to the end.
Desolations are determined.

27Hewill make a firm covenant withmany for oneweek. In themiddle of
theweek hewill cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease. On thewing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate; and even to the decreed
full end, wrath will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the thirdyearof Cyruskingof Persia amessagewas revealed toDaniel,

whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the message was true, even a
great warfare. He understood the message, and had understanding of the
vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three whole weeks.
3 I ate no pleasant food. No meat or wine came into my mouth. I didn’t

anoint myself at all, until three whole weeks were fulfilled.
4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the

great river, which is Hiddekel,*
5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man clothed in

linen, whose waist was adorned with pure gold of Uphaz.

† 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). ‡ 9:26 “Anointed One”
can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). * 10:4 or, Tigris River
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6His body also was like beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning,
and his eyes as flaming torches. His arms and his feet were like burnished
bronze. The voice of his words was like the voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me didn’t see
the vision, but a great quaking fell on them, and theyfled tohide themselves.

8So Iwas left alone and saw this great vision. No strength remained inme;
for my face grew deathly pale, and I retained no strength.

9 Yet I heard the voice of his words. When I heard the voice of his words,
then I fell into a deep sleep onmy face, withmy face toward the ground.

10Behold, a hand touchedme,which setme onmyknees and on the palms
of my hands.

11He said tome, “Daniel, you greatly belovedman, understand the words
that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have been sent to you, now.”
When he had spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel; for from the first day that
you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God,
your words were heard. I have come for your words’ sake.

13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days;
but, behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me because I
remained there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now I have come to make you understand what will happen to your
people in the latter days, for the vision is yet for many days.”

15Whenhehad spoken thesewords tome, I setmy face toward the ground
andwasmute.

16 Behold, one in the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips. Then
I opened my mouth, and spoke and said to him who stood before me, “My
lord, by reason of the visionmy sorrows have overtakenme, and I retain no
strength.

17For how can the servant of thismy lord talkwith thismy lord? For as for
me, immediately there remained no strength in me. There was no breath
left in me.”

18 Then one like the appearance of a man touched me again, and he
strengthenedme.

19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t be afraid. Peace be to you. Be
strong. Yes, be strong.”
When he spoke to me, I was strengthened, and said, “Let my lord speak,

for you have strengthenedme.”
20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have come to you? Now I will return

to fightwith the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold, the prince of Greece
will come.

21But I will tell you that which is inscribed in thewriting of truth. There is
no one who holds withme against these but Michael your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius theMede, I stood up to confirm and

strengthen him.
2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings will stand up

in Persia. The fourth will be far richer than all of them. When he has grown
strong through his riches, he will stir up all against the realm of Greece.

3A mighty king will stand up, who will rule with great dominion, and do
according to his will.
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4 When he stands up, his kingdom will be broken and will be divided
toward the four winds of the sky, but not to his posterity, nor according to
his dominionwithwhich he ruled; for his kingdomwill be plucked up, even
for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong. One of his princes will become
stronger than him, and have dominion. His dominion will be a great
dominion.

6At theendofyears theywill join themselves together; and thedaughterof
thekingof the southwill come to thekingof thenorth tomakeanagreement,
but shewill not retain the strengthofherarm. Hewill alsonot stand, norwill
his arm; but she will be given up, with those who brought her, and he who
became the father of her, and he who strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot fromher roots onewill stand up in his place, whowill
come to the armyandwill enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and
will deal against them andwill prevail.

8 He will also carry their gods with their molten images, and with their
goodly vessels of silver and of gold, captive into Egypt. He will refrain some
years from the king of the north.

9He will come into the realm of the king of the south, but he will return
into his own land.

10His sons will wage war, and will assemble a multitude of great forces
which will come on, and overflow, and pass through. They will return and
wage war, even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved with anger and will come out and
fight with him, even with the king of the north. He will send out a great
multitude, and themultitude will be given into his hand.

12 The multitude will be carried off, and his heart will be exalted. He will
cast down tens of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13The king of the north will return, and will send out a multitude greater
than the former. Hewill come on at the end of the times, even of years, with
a great army andwith abundant supplies.

14“In those timesmanywill standupagainst the king of the south. Also the
childrenof the violent amongyourpeoplewill lift themselvesup to establish
the vision, but they will fall.

15 So the king of the north will come and cast up a mound, and take a
well-fortified city. The forces of the southwon’t stand, neither will his select
troops, neither will there be any strength to stand.

16But he who comes against himwill do according to his ownwill, and no
onewill standbeforehim. Hewill stand in theglorious land, anddestruction
will be in his hand.

17 He will set his face to come with the strength of his whole kingdom,
and with him equitable conditions. He will perform them. He will give him
the daughter of women, to destroy the kingdom, but she will not stand, and
won’t be for him.

18After this he will turn his face to the islands, and will take many, but a
prince will cause the reproach offered by him to cease. Yes, moreover, he
will cause his reproach to turn on him.

19Then he will turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land; but he
will stumble and fall, and won’t be found.
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20 “Then onewhowill cause a tax collector to pass through the kingdom to
maintain its glory will stand up in his place; but within few days he shall be
destroyed, not in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place a contemptible personwill stand up, towhom they had not
given thehonor of the kingdom; but hewill come in timeof security, andwill
obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

22 The overwhelming forces will be overwhelmed from before him, and
will be broken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23After the treatymadewithhimhewillworkdeceitfully; for hewill come
up andwill become strong with few people.

24 In timeof securityhewill comeevenon the fattestplacesof theprovince.
He will do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He
will scatter among them prey, plunder, and wealth. Yes, he will devise his
plans against the strongholds, but only for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south
with a great army; and the king of the south will wage war in battle with an
exceedingly great andmighty army, but he won’t stand; for they will devise
plans against him.

26 Yes, those who eat of his delicacies will destroy him, and his army will
be swept away. Many will fall down slain.

27As for both these kings, their heartswill be to do evil, and theywill speak
lies at one table; but itwon’t prosper, for the endwill still be at the appointed
time.

28 Then he will return into his land with great wealth. His heart will be
against the holy covenant. He will take action, and return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time and come into the south; but it
won’t be in the latter time as it was in the former.

30For ships of Kittimwill come against him. Therefore he will be grieved,
and will return, and have indignation against the holy covenant, and will
take action. He will even return, and have regard to those who forsake the
holy covenant.

31 “Forces from him will profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, and
will take away the continual burnt offering. Then they will set up the
abomination that makes desolate.

32He will corrupt those who do wickedly against the covenant by flatter-
ies; but the people who know their God will be strong and take action.

33 “Those who are wise among the people will instruct many; yet theywill
fall by the sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder, many days.

34Nowwhen they fall, they will be helpedwith a little help; but manywill
join themselves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall—to refine them, and to purify, and
tomake themwhite, even to the time of the end, because it is yet for the time
appointed.

36“Thekingwill do according tohiswill. Hewill exalt himself andmagnify
himself above every god, andwill speakmarvelous things against theGodof
gods. He will prosper until the indignation is accomplished, for that which
is determined will be done.

37Hewon’t regard thegodsofhis fathers, or thedesireofwomen, or regard
any god; for he will magnify himself above all.



Daniel 11:38 1178 Daniel 12:10

38But in theirplace, hewill honor thegodof fortresses. Hewill honoragod
whomhis fathers didn’t knowwith gold, silver, andwithprecious stones and
pleasant things.

39He will deal with the strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
Hewill increasewith glorywhoever acknowledges him. Hewill cause them
to rule over many, and will divide the land for a price.

40 “At the time of the end the king of the south will contend with him; and
the king of the north will come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots,
with horsemen, and with many ships. He will enter into the countries, and
will overflow and pass through.

41 He will enter also into the glorious land, and many countries will be
overthrown; but these will be delivered out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and
the chief of the children of Ammon.

42 He will also stretch out his hand on the countries. The land of Egypt
won’t escape.

43But hewill have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over
all the precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians will follow
his steps.

44 But news out of the east and out of the north will trouble him; and he
will go out with great fury to destroy and utterly to sweep awaymany.

45He will plant the tents of his palace between the sea and the glorious
holy mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who stands for the

children of your people; and there will be a time of trouble, such as never
was since therewasanationeven to that same time. At that timeyourpeople
will be delivered, everyone who is foundwritten in the book.

2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the brightness of the expanse. Those
who turnmany to righteousness will shine as the stars forever and ever.

4But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of
the end. Manywill run back and forth, and knowledge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on the river
bank on this side, and the other on the river bank on that side.

6One said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, “How long will it be to the end of these wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by
him who lives forever that it will be for a time, times, and a half; and when
they have finished breaking in pieces the power of the holy people, all these
things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I said, “My lord, what will be the
outcome of these things?”

9He said, “Go yourway, Daniel; for thewords are shut up and sealed until
the time of the end.

10 Many will purify themselves, and make themselves white, and be
refined, but the wicked will do wickedly; and none of the wicked will
understand, but those who are wise will understand.
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11 “From the time that the continual burnt offering is taken away and the
abomination that makes desolate set up, there will be one thousand two
hundred ninety days.

12Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred
thirty-five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you will rest, and will stand in your
inheritance at the end of the days.”
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The LORD’s* word that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

2 When the LORD spoke at first by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go,
take for yourself a wife of prostitution and children of unfaithfulness; for
the land commits great adultery, forsaking the LORD.”

3So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; and she conceived,
and bore him a son.

4 The LORD said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for yet a little while, and
I will avenge the blood of Jezreel on the house of Jehu, and will cause the
kingdom of the house of Israel to cease.

5 It will happen in that day that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley
of Jezreel.”

6 She conceived again, and bore a daughter.
Thenhe said tohim, “Call hernameLo-Ruhamah,† for Iwill no longerhave

mercy on the house of Israel, that I should in any way pardon them.
7 But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and will save them by the

LORD their God,‡ and will not save them by bow, sword, battle, horses, or
horsemen.”

8Nowwhen she hadweaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived, and bore a son.
9He said, “Call his name Lo-Ammi,§ for you are not my people, and I will

not be yours.
10 Yet the number of the children of Israel will be as the sand of the sea,

which can’t be measured or counted; and it will come to pass that, in the
place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called
‘sons of the living God.’

11 The children of Judah and the children of Israel will be gathered
together, and they will appoint themselves one head, and will go up from
the land; for great will be the day of Jezreel.

2
1 “Say to your brothers, ‘My people!’*
and to your sisters, ‘My loved one!’†

2Contend with yourmother!
Contend, for she is not mywife,
neither am I her husband;

and let her put away her prostitution from her face,
and her adulteries from between her breasts;

3 lest I strip her naked,
andmake her bare as in the day that she was born,

andmake her like a wilderness,
and set her like a dry land,

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usuallypronouncedYahweh). † 1:6 Lo-Ruhamahmeans “not loved”. ‡ 1:7
The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:9 Lo-Ammi means “not my people”.
* 2:1 ‘Ammi’ in Hebrew † 2:1 ‘Ruhamah’ in Hebrew
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and kill her with thirst.
4 Indeed, on her children I will have nomercy,

for they are children of unfaithfulness.
5For their mother has played the prostitute.

She who conceived them has done shamefully;
for she said, ‘I will go after my lovers,

who give memy bread andmywater,
mywool andmy flax,
my oil andmy drink.’

6Therefore behold,‡ I will hedge up your way with thorns,
and I will build a wall against her,
that she can’t find her way.

7 She will follow after her lovers,
but she won’t overtake them;

and she will seek them,
but won’t find them.

Then she will say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband,
for then it was better withme than now.’

8For she didn’t know that I gave her the grain, the newwine, and the oil,
andmultiplied to her silver and gold, which they used for Baal.

9Therefore I will take backmy grain in its time,
andmy newwine in its season,
and will pluck away my wool and my flax which should have covered
her nakedness.

10Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers,
and no one will deliver her out of my hand.

11 I will also cause all her celebrations to cease:
her feasts, her newmoons, her Sabbaths, andall her solemnassemblies.

12 I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees,
aboutwhich shehas said, ‘Thesearemywages thatmy lovershavegiven
me,’

and I will make them a forest,
and the animals of the field shall eat them.

13 I will visit on her the days of the Baals,
to which she burned incense

when she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels,
and went after her lovers
and forgot me,” says the LORD.

14 “Therefore behold, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.

15 I will give her vineyards from there,
and the valley of Achor for a door of hope;

and she will respond there
as in the days of her youth,
and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.

16 It will be in that day,” says the LORD,
“that you will call me ‘my husband,’
and no longer call me ‘mymaster.’

17For I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth,
‡ 2:6 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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and they will no longer bementioned by name.
18 In that day I will make a covenant for themwith the animals of the field,

and with the birds of the sky,
and with the creeping things of the ground.

I will break the bow, the sword, and the battle out of the land,
and will make them lie down safely.

19 I will betroth you tome forever.
Yes, I will betroth you to me in righteousness, in justice, in loving
kindness, and in compassion.

20 I will even betroth you tome in faithfulness;
and you shall know the LORD.

21 It will happen in that day, that I will respond,” says the LORD.
“I will respond to the heavens,
and they will respond to the earth;
22and the earthwill respond to the grain, and the newwine, and the oil;
and they will respond to Jezreel.

23 I will sow her to me in the earth;
and I will havemercy on her who had not obtainedmercy;
and I will tell those whowere not my people, ‘You aremy people;’
and they will say, ‘You areMy God!’ ”

3
1The LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman loved by another, and an

adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn
to other gods, and love cakes of raisins.”

2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen pieces of silver and a homer* and a
half of barley.

3 I said to her, “You shall stay with me many days. You shall not play the
prostitute, and you shall not be with any otherman. I will also be so toward
you.”

4 For the children of Israel shall live many days without king, without
prince, without sacrifice, without sacred stone, and without ephod or idols.

5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their
God, and David their king, and shall come with trembling to the LORD and
to his blessings in the last days.

4
1Hear the LORD’s word, you children of Israel,
for the LORD has a charge against the inhabitants of the land:

“Indeed there is no truth, nor goodness,
nor knowledge of God in the land.

2There is cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery;
they break boundaries, and bloodshed causes bloodshed.

3Therefore the land will mourn,
and everyone who dwells in it will waste away,

with all living things in her,
even the animals of the field and the birds of the sky;
yes, the fish of the sea also die.

4 “Yet let noman bring a charge, neither let anyman accuse;
* 3:2 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels
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for your people are like those who bring charges against a priest.
5Youwill stumble in the day,

and the prophet will also stumble with you in the night;
and I will destroy yourmother.

6My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you,
that youmay be no priest to me.

Because you have forgotten your God’s law,
I will also forget your children.

7As they weremultiplied, so they sinned against me.
I will change their glory into shame.

8They feed on the sin of my people,
and set their heart on their iniquity.

9 It will be like people, like priest;
and I will punish them for their ways,
and will repay them for their deeds.

10They will eat, and not have enough.
They will play the prostitute, and will not increase;
because they have abandoned listening to the LORD.

11Prostitution, wine, and newwine take away understanding.
12My people consult with their wooden idol,
and answer to a stick of wood.

Indeed the spirit of prostitution has led them astray,
and they have been unfaithful to their God.

13They sacrifice on the tops of themountains,
and burn incense on the hills, under oaks, poplars, and terebinths,
because its shade is good.

Therefore your daughters play the prostitute,
and your brides commit adultery.

14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the prostitute,
nor your brides when they commit adultery;

because themen consort with prostitutes,
and they sacrifice with the shrine prostitutes;
so the people without understanding will come to ruin.

15 “Though you, Israel, play the prostitute,
yet don’t let Judah offend;
and don’t come to Gilgal,
neither go up to Beth Aven,
nor swear, ‘As the LORD lives.’

16For Israel has behaved extremely stubbornly, like a stubborn heifer.
Then howwill the LORD feed them like a lamb in ameadow?

17Ephraim is joined to idols.
Leave him alone!

18Their drink has become sour.
They play the prostitute continually.
Her rulers dearly love their shameful way.

19The wind has wrapped her up in its wings;
and they shall be disappointed because of their sacrifices.
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5
1 “Listen to this, you priests!
Listen, house of Israel,
and give ear, house of the king!

For the judgment is against you;
for you have been a snare at Mizpah,
and a net spread on Tabor.

2The rebels are deep in slaughter,
but I discipline all of them.

3 I know Ephraim,
and Israel is not hidden fromme;

for now, Ephraim, you have played the prostitute.
Israel is defiled.

4Their deeds won’t allow them to turn to their God,
for the spirit of prostitution is within them,
and they don’t know the LORD.

5The pride of Israel testifies to his face.
Therefore Israel and Ephraimwill stumble in their iniquity.
Judah also will stumble with them.

6They will go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD,
but they won’t find him.
He has withdrawn himself from them.

7They are unfaithful to the LORD;
for they have borne illegitimate children.
Now the newmoonwill devour themwith their fields.

8 “Blow the cornet in Gibeah,
and the trumpet in Ramah!
Sound a battle cry at Beth Aven, behind you, Benjamin!

9Ephraimwill become a desolation in the day of rebuke.
Among the tribes of Israel, I havemadeknown thatwhichwill surely be.

10The princes of Judah are like those who remove a landmark.
I will pour out mywrath on them like water.

11Ephraim is oppressed,
he is crushed in judgment,
because he is intent in his pursuit of idols.

12Therefore I am to Ephraim like amoth,
and to the house of Judah like rottenness.

13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness,
and Judah his wound,
then Ephraimwent to Assyria,
and sent to King Jareb:

but he is not able to heal you,
neither will he cure you of your wound.

14For I will be to Ephraim like a lion,
and like a young lion to the house of Judah.

I myself will tear in pieces and go away.
I will carry off, and there will be no one to deliver.

15 I will go and return to my place,
until they acknowledge their offense,
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and seekmy face.
In their affliction they will seekme earnestly.”

6
1 “Come! Let’s return to the LORD;
for he has torn us to pieces,
and he will heal us;

he has injured us,
and he will bind up our wounds.

2After two days he will revive us.
On the third day he will raise us up,
and wewill live before him.

3Let’s acknowledge the LORD.
Let’s press on to know the LORD.

As surely as the sun rises,
the LORDwill appear.

He will come to us like the rain,
like the spring rain that waters the earth.”

4 “Ephraim, what shall I do to you?
Judah, what shall I do to you?
For your love is like amorning cloud,
and like the dew that disappears early.

5Therefore I have cut them to pieces with the prophets;
I killed themwith the words of mymouth.
Your judgments are like a flash of lightning.

6For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of Godmore than burnt offerings.

7But they, like Adam, have broken the covenant.
They were unfaithful to me there.

8Gilead is a city of those whowork iniquity;
it is stained with blood.

9As gangs of robbers wait to ambush aman,
so the company of priests murder on the path toward Shechem,
committing shameful crimes.

10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing.
There is prostitution in Ephraim.
Israel is defiled.

11 “Also, Judah, there is a harvest appointed for you,
when I restore the fortunes of my people.

7
1When I would heal Israel,
then the iniquity of Ephraim is uncovered,
also the wickedness of Samaria;
for they commit falsehood,
and the thief enters in,
and the gang of robbers ravages outside.

2They don’t consider in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness.
Now their own deeds have engulfed them.
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They are before my face.
3Theymake the king glad with their wickedness,

and the princes with their lies.
4They are all adulterers.

They are burning like an oven that the baker stops stirring,
from the kneading of the dough, until it is leavened.

5On the day of our king, the princes made themselves sick with the heat of
wine.

He joined his handwithmockers.
6For they have prepared their heart like an oven,

while they lie in wait.
Their anger smolders all night.
In themorning it burns as a flaming fire.

7They are all hot as an oven,
and devour their judges.

All their kings have fallen.
There is no one among themwho calls to me.

8Ephraimmixes himself among the nations.
Ephraim is a pancake not turned over.

9 Strangers have devoured his strength,
and he doesn’t realize it.

Indeed, gray hairs are here and there on him,
and he doesn’t realize it.

10The pride of Israel testifies to his face;
yet they haven’t returned to the LORD their God,
nor sought him, for all this.

11 “Ephraim is like an easily deceived dove, without understanding.
They call to Egypt.
They go to Assyria.

12When they go, I will spreadmy net on them.
I will bring them down like the birds of the sky.
I will chastise them, as their congregation has heard.

13Woe to them!
For they have wandered fromme.

Destruction to them!
For they have trespassed against me.

Though I would redeem them,
yet they have spoken lies against me.

14They haven’t cried to mewith their heart,
but they howl on their beds.

They assemble themselves for grain and newwine.
They turn away fromme.

15Though I have taught and strengthened their arms,
yet they plot evil against me.

16They return, but not to theMost High.
They are like a faulty bow.
Their princes will fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue.
This will be their derision in the land of Egypt.
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8
1 “Put the trumpet to your lips!
Something like an eagle is over the LORD’s house,
because they have brokenmy covenant
and rebelled against my law.

2They cry to me, ‘My God, we, Israel, acknowledge you!’
3 Israel has cast off that which is good.
The enemywill pursue him.

4They have set up kings, but not byme.
They havemade princes, and I didn’t approve.
Of their silver and their gold they havemade themselves idols,
that theymay be cut off.

5Let Samaria throw out his calf idol!
My anger burns against them!
How long will it be until they are capable of purity?

6For this is even from Israel!
The workmanmade it, and it is no God;
indeed, the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces.

7For they sow the wind,
and they will reap the whirlwind.

He has no standing grain.
The stalk will yield no head.
If it does yield, strangers will swallow it up.

8 Israel is swallowed up.
Now they are among the nations like a worthless thing.

9For they have gone up to Assyria,
like a wild donkey wandering alone.
Ephraim has hired lovers for himself.

10But although they sold themselves among the nations,
I will now gather them;
and they begin to waste away because of the oppression of the king of
mighty ones.

11Because Ephraim hasmultiplied altars for sinning,
they became for him altars for sinning.

12 I wrote for him themany things of my law,
but they were regarded as a strange thing.

13As for the sacrifices of my offerings,
they sacrificemeat and eat it,
but the LORD doesn’t accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish their sins.
They will return to Egypt.

14For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces;
and Judah has multiplied fortified cities;
but I will send a fire on his cities,
and it will devour its fortresses.”

9
1Don’t rejoice, Israel, to jubilation like the nations;
for you were unfaithful to your God.
You love the wages of a prostitute at every grain threshing floor.
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2The threshing floor and the wine press won’t feed them,
and the newwine will fail her.

3They won’t dwell in the LORD’s land;
but Ephraimwill return to Egypt,
and they will eat unclean food in Assyria.

4They won’t pour out wine offerings to the LORD,
neither will they be pleasing to him.
Their sacrifices will be to them like the bread of mourners;
all who eat of it will be polluted;
for their bread will be for their appetite.
It will not come into the LORD’s house.

5What will you do in the day of solemn assembly,
and in the day of the feast of the LORD?

6For, behold, when they flee destruction,
Egypt will gather them up.
Memphis will bury them.
Nettles will possess their pleasant things of silver.
Thorns will be in their tents.

7The days of visitation have come.
The days of reckoning have come.

Israel will consider the prophet to be a fool,
and themanwho is inspired to be insane,
because of the abundance of your sins,
and because your hostility is great.

8A prophet watches over Ephraimwithmy God.
A fowler’s snare is on all of his paths,
and hostility in the house of his God.

9They have deeply corrupted themselves,
as in the days of Gibeah.
He will remember their iniquity.
He will punish them for their sins.

10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness.
I saw your fathers as the first ripe in the fig tree at its first season;
but they came to Baal Peor, and consecrated themselves to the shameful
thing,

and became abominable like that which they loved.
11As for Ephraim, their glory will fly away like a bird.

There will be no birth, no one with child, and no conception.
12Though they bring up their children,

yet I will bereave them, so that not a man shall be left.
Indeed, woe also to themwhen I depart from them!

13 I have seen Ephraim, like Tyre, planted in a pleasant place;
but Ephraimwill bring out his children to themurderer.

14Give them—LORDwhat will you give?
Give them amiscarrying womb and dry breasts.

15 “All their wickedness is in Gilgal;
for there I hated them.
Because of the wickedness of their deeds, I will drive them out of my
house!

I will love them nomore.
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All their princes are rebels.
16Ephraim is struck.

Their root has dried up.
They will bear no fruit.
Even though they give birth, yet I will kill the beloved ones of their
womb.”

17My Godwill cast them away, because they didn’t listen to him;
and they will be wanderers among the nations.

10
1 Israel is a luxuriant vine that produces his fruit.
According to the abundance of his fruit he has multiplied his altars.
As their land has prospered, they have adorned their sacred stones.

2Their heart is divided.
Now they will be found guilty.
He will demolish their altars.
He will destroy their sacred stones.

3 Surely now they will say, “We have no king; for we don’t fear the LORD;
and the king, what can he do for us?”

4Theymake promises, swearing falsely in making covenants.
Therefore judgment springs up like poisonous weeds in the furrows of
the field.

5The inhabitants of Samaria will be in terror for the calves of Beth Aven,
for its people will mourn over it,
along with its priests who rejoiced over it,
for its glory, because it has departed from it.

6 It also will be carried to Assyria for a present to a great king.
Ephraimwill receive shame,
and Israel will be ashamed of his own counsel.

7 Samaria and her king float away
like a twig on the water.

8The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, will be destroyed.
The thorn and the thistle will come up on their altars.
They will tell the mountains, “Cover us!” and the hills, “Fall on us!”

9 “Israel, you have sinned from the days of Gibeah.
There they remained.
The battle against the children of iniquity doesn’t overtake them in
Gibeah.

10When it is my desire, I will chastise them;
and the nations will be gathered against them
when they are bound to their two transgressions.

11Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to thresh,
so I will put a yoke on her beautiful neck.
I will set a rider on Ephraim.
Judah will plow.
Jacob will break his clods.

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap according to kindness.

Break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek the LORD,
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until he comes and rains righteousness on you.
13You have plowedwickedness.

You have reaped iniquity.
You have eaten the fruit of lies,
for you trusted in your way, in themultitude of yourmighty men.

14Therefore a battle roar will arise among your people,
and all your fortresses will be destroyed,
as Shalman destroyed Beth Arbel in the day of battle.
Themother was dashed in pieces with her children.

15 So Bethel will do to you because of your great wickedness.
At daybreak the king of Israel will be destroyed.

11
1 “When Israel was a child, then I loved him,
and calledmy son out of Egypt.

2They called to them, so they went from them.
They sacrificed to the Baals,
and burned incense to engraved images.

3Yet I taught Ephraim to walk.
I took them by their arms,
but they didn’t know that I healed them.

4 I drew themwith cords of a man, with ties of love;
and I was to them like those who lift up the yoke on their necks;
and I bent down to him and I fed him.

5 “They won’t return into the land of Egypt;
but the Assyrian will be their king,
because they refused to repent.

6The sword will fall on their cities,
and will destroy the bars of their gates,
and will put an end to their plans.

7My people are determined to turn fromme.
Though they call to the Most High,
he certainly won’t exalt them.

8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I make you like Zeboiim?

My heart is turned withinme,
my compassion is aroused.

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my anger.
I will not return to destroy Ephraim,
for I am God, and not man—the Holy One among you.
I will not come in wrath.

10They will walk after the LORD,
whowill roar like a lion;
for he will roar, and the children will come trembling from the west.

11They will come trembling like a bird out of Egypt,
and like a dove out of the land of Assyria;

and I will settle them in their houses,” says the LORD.
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12Ephraim surroundsmewith falsehood,
and the house of Israel with deceit.
Judah still strays from God,
and is unfaithful to the Holy One.

12
1Ephraim feeds on wind,
and chases the east wind.
He continually multiplies lies and desolation.
Theymake a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried into Egypt.

2The LORD also has a controversy with Judah,
and will punish Jacob according to his ways;
according to his deeds he will repay him.

3 In the womb he took his brother by the heel,
and in his manhood he contended with God.

4 Indeed, he struggled with the angel, and prevailed;
he wept, andmade supplication to him.
He found him at Bethel, and there he spoke with us—
5 even the LORD, the God of Armies.
The LORD is his name of renown!

6Therefore turn to your God.
Keep kindness and justice,
and wait continually for your God.

7Amerchant has dishonest scales in his hand.
He loves to defraud.

8Ephraim said, “Surely I have become rich.
I have foundmyself wealth.
In all mywealth they won’t find inme any iniquity that is sin.”

9 “But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt.
I will yet againmake you dwell in tents,
as in the days of the solemn feast.

10 I have also spoken to the prophets,
and I havemultiplied visions;
and by theministry of the prophets I have used parables.

11 If Gilead is wicked,
surely they are worthless.

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls.
Indeed, their altars are like heaps in the furrows of the field.

12 Jacob fled into the country of Aram.
Israel served to get a wife.
For a wife he tended flocks and herds.

13By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up out of Egypt,
and by a prophet he was preserved.

14Ephraim has bitterly provoked anger.
Therefore his blood will be left on him,
and his Lord* will repay his contempt.

* 12:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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13
1When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling.
He exalted himself in Israel,
but when he became guilty through Baal, he died.

2Now they sinmore andmore,
and havemade themselves molten images of their silver,
even idols according to their own understanding,
all of them the work of the craftsmen.
They say of them, ‘They offer human sacrifice and kiss the calves.’

3Therefore they will be like themorningmist,
like the dew that passes away early,
like the chaff that is drivenwith thewhirlwindout of the threshingfloor,
and like the smoke out of the chimney.

4 “Yet I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt;
and you shall acknowledge no god but me,
and besides me there is no savior.

5 I knew you in the wilderness,
in the land of great drought.

6According to their pasture, so were they filled;
they were filled, and their heart was exalted.
Therefore they have forgottenme.

7Therefore I am like a lion to them.
Like a leopard, I will lurk by the path.

8 I will meet them like a bear that is bereaved of her cubs,
and will tear the covering of their heart.
There I will devour them like a lioness.
The wild animal will tear them.

9You are destroyed, Israel, because you are against me,
against your helper.

10Where is your king now, that hemay save you in all your cities?
And your judges, of whom you said, ‘Giveme a king and princes’?

11 I have given you a king inmy anger,
and have taken him away inmywrath.

12The guilt of Ephraim is stored up.
His sin is stored up.

13The sorrows of a travailing womanwill come on him.
He is an unwise son,
for when it is time, he doesn’t come to the opening of the womb.

14 I will ransom them from the power of Sheol.*
I will redeem them from death!
Death, where are your plagues?
Sheol, where is your destruction?

“Compassion will be hidden frommy eyes.
15Though he is fruitful among his brothers, an east wind will come,
the breath of the LORD coming up from the wilderness;
and his spring will become dry,
and his fountain will be dried up.
He will plunder the storehouse of treasure.

* 13:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Hosea 13:16 1193 Hosea 14:9

16 Samaria will bear her guilt,
for she has rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword.
Their infants will be dashed in pieces,
and their pregnant womenwill be ripped open.”

14
1 Israel, return to the LORD your God;

for you have fallen because of your sin.
2Take words with you, and return to the LORD.

Tell him, “Forgive all our sins,
and accept that which is good;
so we offer bulls as we vowed of our lips.

3Assyria can’t save us.
Wewon’t ride on horses;
neither will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ‘Our gods!’
for in you the fatherless findsmercy.”

4 “I will heal their waywardness.
I will love them freely;
for my anger is turned away from them.

5 I will be like the dew to Israel.
He will blossom like the lily,
and send down his roots like Lebanon.

6His branches will spread,
and his beauty will be like the olive tree,
and his fragrance like Lebanon.

7Menwill dwell in his shade.
They will revive like the grain,
and blossom like the vine.
Their fragrance will be like the wine of Lebanon.

8Ephraim, what have I to do anymore with idols?
I answer, and will take care of him.
I am like a green cypress tree;
fromme your fruit is found.”

9Who is wise, that hemay understand these things?
Who is prudent, that hemay know them?
For the ways of the LORD are right,
and the righteous walk in them,
but the rebellious stumble in them.
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The Book of
Joel

1The LORD’s* word that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel.
2Hear this, you elders,

and listen, all you inhabitants of the land!
Has this ever happened in your days,

or in the days of your fathers?
3Tell your children about it,

and have your children tell their children,
and their children, another generation.

4What the swarming locust has left, the great locust has eaten.
What the great locust has left, the grasshopper has eaten.
What the grasshopper has left, the caterpillar has eaten.

5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine,
for it is cut off from yourmouth.

6For a nation has come up onmy land, strong, and without number.
His teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a lioness.

7He has laid my vine waste,
and strippedmy fig tree.
He has stripped its bark, and thrown it away.
Its branches are made white.

8Mourn like a virgin dressed in sackcloth
for the husband of her youth!

9Themeal offering and the drink offering are cut off from the LORD’s house.
The priests, the LORD’s ministers, mourn.

10The field is laid waste.
The landmourns, for the grain is destroyed,
The newwine has dried up,
and the oil languishes.

11Be confounded, you farmers!
Wail, you vineyard keepers,
for the wheat and for the barley;
for the harvest of the field has perished.

12The vine has dried up, and the fig tree withered—
the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree,
even all of the trees of the field are withered;
for joy has withered away from the sons of men.

13Put on sackcloth andmourn, you priests!
Wail, youministers of the altar.

Come, lie all night in sackcloth, youministers of my God,†
for the meal offering and the drink offering are withheld from your
God’s house.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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14 Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the
LORD, your God,

and cry to the LORD.
15Alas for the day!

For the day of the LORD is at hand,
and it will come as destruction from the Almighty.

16 Isn’t the food cut off before our eyes,
joy and gladness from the house of our God?

17The seeds rot under their clods.
The granaries are laid desolate.
The barns are broken down, for the grain has withered.

18How the animals groan!
The herds of livestock are perplexed, because they have no pasture.
Yes, the flocks of sheep aremade desolate.

19LORD, I cry to you,
for the fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness,
and the flame has burned all the trees of the field.

20Yes, the animals of the field pant to you,
for the water brooks have dried up,
and the fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

2
1Blow the trumpet in Zion,

and sound an alarm inmy holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,

for the day of the LORD comes,
for it is close at hand:

2A day of darkness and gloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness.

As the dawn spreading on themountains,
a great and strong people;
there has never been the like,
neither will there be anymore after them,
even to the years of many generations.

3A fire devours before them,
and behind them, a flame burns.

The land is as the garden of Eden before them,
and behind them, a desolate wilderness.

Yes, and no one has escaped them.
4Their appearance is as the appearance of horses,

and they run as horsemen.
5Like the noise of chariots on the tops of themountains, they leap,

like the noise of a flame of fire that devours the stubble,
like a strong people set in battle array.

6At their presence the peoples are in anguish.
All faces have grown pale.

7They run like mighty men.
They climb the wall like warriors.
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They eachmarch in his line, and they don’t swerve off course.
8One doesn’t jostle another.

They eachmarch in their own path.
They burst through the defenses
and don’t break ranks.

9They rush on the city.
They run on the wall.
They climb up into the houses.
They enter in at the windows like thieves.

10The earth quakes before them.
The heavens tremble.
The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

11The LORD thunders his voice before his army,
for his forces are very great;
for he is strong who obeys his command;
for the day of the LORD is great and very awesome,
and who can endure it?

12 “Yet even now,” says the LORD, “turn to mewith all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping, and withmourning.”

13Tear your heart and not your garments,
and turn to the LORD, your God;
for he is gracious andmerciful,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness,
and relents from sending calamity.

14Who knows? Hemay turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
even ameal offering and a drink offering to the LORD, your God.

15Blow the trumpet in Zion!
Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.

16Gather the people.
Sanctify the assembly.
Assemble the elders.
Gather the children, and those who nurse from breasts.

Let the bridegroom go out of his room,
and the bride out of her chamber.

17Let thepriests, theministers of theLORD,weepbetween theporch and the
altar,

and let them say, “Spare your people, LORD,
and don’t give your heritage to reproach,
that the nations should rule over them.

Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’ ”

18Then the LORDwas jealous for his land,
and had pity on his people.

19The LORD answered his people,
“Behold,* I will send you grain, newwine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied with them;
and I will nomoremake you a reproach among the nations.

* 2:19 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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20But I will remove the northern army far away from you,
and will drive it into a barren and desolate land,
its front into the eastern sea,
and its back into the western sea;
and its stench will come up,
and its bad smell will rise.”

Surely he has done great things.
21Land, don’t be afraid.

Be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things.
22Don’t be afraid, you animals of the field;

for the pastures of the wilderness spring up,
for the tree bears its fruit.
The fig tree and the vine yield their strength.

23 “Be glad then, you children of Zion,
and rejoice in the LORD, your God;
for he gives you the early rain in just measure,
and he causes the rain to come down for you,
the early rain and the latter rain, as before.

24The threshing floors will be full of wheat,
and the vats will overflowwith newwine and oil.

25 I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten,
the great locust, the grasshopper, and the caterpillar,
my great army, which I sent among you.

26Youwill have plenty to eat and be satisfied,
and will praise the name of the LORD, your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you;
andmy people will never again be disappointed.

27Youwill know that I am among Israel,
and that I am the LORD, your God, and there is no one else;
andmy people will never again be disappointed.

28 “It will happen afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters will prophesy.
Your old menwill dream dreams.
Your youngmenwill see visions.

29And also on the servants and on the handmaids in those days,
I will pour out my Spirit.

30 I will showwonders in the heavens and in the earth:
blood, fire, and pillars of smoke.

31The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes.

32 It will happen that whoever will call on the LORD’s name shall be saved;
for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape,
as the LORD has said,
and among the remnant, those whom the LORD calls.

3
1 “For, behold, in those days,

and in that time,
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when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,
2 I will gather all nations,

and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat;
and I will execute judgment on them there for my people,
and for my heritage, Israel, whom they have scattered among the
nations.

They have dividedmy land,
3and have cast lots for my people,
and have given a boy for a prostitute,
and sold a girl for wine, that theymay drink.

4 “Yes, and what are you tome, Tyre and Sidon,
and all the regions of Philistia?

Will you repayme?
And if you repayme,
I will swiftly and speedily return your repayment on your own head.

5Because you have takenmy silver andmy gold,
and have carriedmy finest treasures into your temples,
6 and have sold the children of Judah and the children of Jerusalem to
the sons of the Greeks,

that youmay remove them far from their border.
7Behold, I will stir them up out of the place where you have sold them,

and will return your repayment on your own head;
8 and I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hands of the children

of Judah,
and they will sell them to themen of Sheba,
to a faraway nation,
for the LORD has spoken it.”

9Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for war!
Stir up themighty men.

Let all the warriors draw near.
Let them come up.
10Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears.
Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’

11Hurry and come, all you surrounding nations,
and gather yourselves together.”

Cause yourmighty ones to come down there, LORD.
12 “Let the nations arouse themselves,

and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat;
for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.

13Put in the sickle;
for the harvest is ripe.
Come, tread, for the wine press is full,
the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.”

14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

15The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.
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16The LORDwill roar from Zion,
and thunder from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth will shake;
but the LORDwill be a refuge to his people,
and a stronghold to the children of Israel.

17 “So you will know that I am the LORD, your God,
dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain.

Then Jerusalemwill be holy,
and no strangers will pass through her anymore.

18 It will happen in that day,
that themountains will drop down sweet wine,
the hills will flowwithmilk,
all the brooks of Judah will flowwith waters;
and a fountain will flow out from the LORD’s house,
and will water the valley of Shittim.

19Egypt will be a desolation
and Edomwill be a desolate wilderness,
for the violence done to the children of Judah,
because they have shed innocent blood in their land.

20But Judah will be inhabited forever,
and Jerusalem from generation to generation.

21 I will cleanse their blood
that I have not cleansed,
for the LORD dwells in Zion.”
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The Book of
Amos

1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdsmen of Tekoa, which he
saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

2He said:
“The LORD* will roar from Zion,

and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the pastures of the shepherds will mourn,

and the top of Carmel will wither.”
3The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Damascus, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron;

4but I will send a fire into the house of Hazael,
and it will devour the palaces of Ben Hadad.

5 I will break the bar of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitant from the valley of Aven,
and himwho holds the scepter from the house of Eden;
and the people of Syria shall go into captivity to Kir,”

says the LORD.
6The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Gaza, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they carried away captive the whole community,
to deliver them up to Edom;

7but I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza,
and it will devour its palaces.

8 I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,
and himwho holds the scepter from Ashkelon;

and I will turnmy hand against Ekron;
and the remnant of the Philistines will perish,”

says the Lord† GOD.
9The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Tyre, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment;
because they delivered up the whole community to Edom,
and didn’t remember the brotherly covenant;

10but I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre,
and it will devour its palaces.”

11The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because he pursued his brother with the sword
and cast off all pity,
and his anger raged continually,

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronouncedYahweh). † 1:8 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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and he kept his wrath forever;
12but I will send a fire on Teman,

and it will devour the palaces of Bozrah.”
13The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead,
that theymay enlarge their border.

14But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah,
and it will devour its palaces,
with shouting in the day of battle,
with a storm in the day of the whirlwind;

15and their king will go into captivity,
he and his princes together,”

says the LORD.

2
1The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Moab, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime;

2but I will send a fire onMoab,
and it will devour the palaces of Kerioth;
andMoabwill diewith tumult, with shouting, andwith the sound of the
trumpet;

3and I will cut off the judge from among them,
and will kill all its princes with him,”

says the LORD.
4The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Judah, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have rejected the LORD’s law,
and have not kept his statutes,
and their lies have led them astray,
after which their fathers walked;

5but I will send a fire on Judah,
and it will devour the palaces of Jerusalem.”

6The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Israel, yes, for four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have sold the righteous for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals;
7They trample the heads of the poor into the dust of the earth
and deny justice to the oppressed.

Aman and his father use the samemaiden, to profanemy holy name.
8 They lay themselves down beside every altar on clothes taken in
pledge.

In the house of their God* they drink the wine of those who have been
fined.

* 2:8 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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9Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of the cedars,
and he was strong as the oaks;
yet I destroyed his fruit from above,
and his roots from beneath.

10Also I brought you up out of the land of Egypt
and led you forty years in the wilderness,
to possess the land of the Amorite.

11 I raised up some of your sons for prophets,
and some of your youngmen for Nazirites.

Isn’t this true,
you children of Israel?” says the LORD.

12 “But you gave the Nazirites wine to drink,
and commanded the prophets, saying, ‘Don’t prophesy!’

13Behold,† I will crush you in your place,
as a cart crushes that is full of grain.

14Flight will perish from the swift.
The strong won’t strengthen his force.
Themighty won’t deliver himself.

15Hewho handles the bowwon’t stand.
He who is swift of foot won’t escape.
He who rides the horse won’t deliver himself.

16Hewho is courageous among themighty
will flee away naked on that day,”

says the LORD.

3
1Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, children of Israel,

against thewhole familywhich I brought up out of the land of Egypt, saying:
2 “I have only chosen you of all the families of the earth.

Therefore I will punish you for all of your sins.”
3Do twowalk together,

unless they have agreed?
4Will a lion roar in the thicket,

when he has no prey?
Does a young lion cry out of his den,

if he has caught nothing?
5Can a bird fall in a trap on the earth,

where no snare is set for him?
Does a snare spring up from the ground,

when there is nothing to catch?
6Does the trumpet alarm sound in a city,

without the people being afraid?
Does evil happen to a city,

and the LORD hasn’t done it?
7 Surely the Lord GODwill do nothing,

unless he reveals his secret to his servants the prophets.
8The lion has roared.

Whowill not fear?
† 2:13 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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The Lord GOD has spoken.
Who can but prophesy?

9Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod,
and in the palaces in the land of Egypt,

and say, “Assemble yourselves on themountains of Samaria,
and see what unrest is in her,
and what oppression is among them.”

10 “Indeed they don’t know to do right,” says the LORD,
“Who hoard plunder and loot in their palaces.”

11Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“An adversary will overrun the land;

and he will pull down your strongholds,
and your fortresses will be plundered.”

12The LORD says:
“As the shepherd rescues out of themouth of the lion two legs,

or a piece of an ear,
so shall the children of Israel be rescued who sit in Samaria on the
corner of a couch,

and on the silken cushions of a bed.”
13 “Listen, and testify against the house of Jacob,” says the Lord GOD, the

God of Armies.
14 “For in the day that I visit the transgressions of Israel on him,

I will also visit the altars of Bethel;
and the horns of the altar will be cut off,
and fall to the ground.

15 I will strike the winter house with the summer house;
and the houses of ivory will perish,
and the great houses will have an end,”

says the LORD.

4
1 Listen to this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain

of Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who tell their
husbands, “Bring us drinks!”
2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness,

“Behold, the days shall come on you that they will take you away with
hooks,

and the last of you with fish hooks.
3Youwill go out at the breaks in the wall,

everyone straight before her;
and you will cast yourselves into Harmon,” says the LORD.

4 “Go to Bethel, and sin;
to Gilgal, and sinmore.

Bring your sacrifices everymorning,
your tithes every three days,
5offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened,
and proclaim free will offerings and brag about them;
for this pleases you, you children of Israel,” says the Lord GOD.

6 “I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities,
and lack of bread in every town;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says the LORD.
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7 “I also have withheld the rain from you,
when there were yet threemonths to the harvest;
and I caused it to rain on one city,
and caused it not to rain on another city.

One field was rained on,
and the field where it didn’t rain withered.

8 So two or three cities staggered to one city to drink water,
and were not satisfied;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says the LORD.

9 “I struck youwith blight andmildewmany times in your gardens and your
vineyards,

and the swarming locusts have devoured your fig trees and your olive
trees;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says the LORD.
10 “I sent plagues among you like I did Egypt.

I have slain your youngmenwith the sword,
and have carried away your horses.

I filled your nostrils with the stench of your camp,
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says the LORD.

11 “I have overthrown some of you,
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
and youwere like a burning stick plucked out of the fire;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says the LORD.

12 “Therefore I will do this to you, Israel;
because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel.

13 For, behold, he who forms the mountains, creates the wind, declares to
manwhat is his thought,

who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the high places of the
earth:

The LORD, the God of Armies, is his name.”
5

1 Listen to this word which I take up for a lamentation over you, O house
of Israel:
2 “The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She shall rise nomore.
She is cast down on her land;

there is no one to raise her up.”
3For the Lord GOD says:

“The city that went out a thousand shall have a hundred left,
and that whichwent out one hundred shall have ten left to the house of
Israel.”

4For the LORD says to the house of Israel:
“Seekme, and youwill live;
5but don’t seek Bethel,

nor enter into Gilgal,
and don’t pass to Beersheba;

for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.

6 Seek the LORD, and youwill live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
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and it devour, and there be no one to quench it in Bethel.
7Youwho turn justice to wormwood,

and cast down righteousness to the earth!
8 Seek himwhomade the Pleiades and Orion,

and turns the shadow of death into themorning,
andmakes the day dark with night;
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of the earth, the LORD is his name,

9who brings sudden destruction on the strong,
so that destruction comes on the fortress.

10They hate himwho reproves in the gate,
and they abhor himwho speaks blamelessly.

11 Therefore, because you trample on the poor and take taxes from him of
wheat,

you have built houses of cut stone, but you will not dwell in them.
You have planted pleasant vineyards,

but you shall not drink their wine.
12For I know howmany are your offenses,

and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the just,
who take a bribe,
and who turn away the needy in the courts.

13Therefore a prudent person keeps silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good, and not evil,
that youmay live;
and so the LORD, the God of Armies, will be with you,
as you say.

15Hate evil, love good,
and establish justice in the courts.
It may be that the LORD, the God of Armies, will be gracious to the
remnant of Joseph.”

16Therefore the LORD, the God of Armies, the Lord, says:
“Wailing will be in all the wide ways.

They will say in all the streets, ‘Alas! Alas!’
They will call the farmer to mourning,
and those who are skillful in lamentation to wailing.

17 In all vineyards there will be wailing,
for I will pass through themiddle of you,” says the LORD.

18 “Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you long for the day of the LORD?

It is darkness,
and not light.

19As if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him;

or he went into the house and leaned his hand on the wall,
and a snake bit him.

20Won’t the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light?
Even very dark, and no brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I can’t stand your solemn assemblies.

22Yes, though you offerme your burnt offerings andmeal offerings,
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I will not accept them;
neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat animals.

23Take away fromme the noise of your songs!
I will not listen to themusic of your harps.

24But let justice roll on like rivers,
and righteousness like amighty stream.

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty
years, house of Israel?

26You also carried the tent of your king and the shrine of your images, the
star of your god, which youmade for yourselves.

27 Therefore I will cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus,” says
the LORD, whose name is the God of Armies.

6
1Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who are secure on themountain of Samaria,
the notable men of the chief of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel come!

2Go to Calneh, and see.
From there go to Hamath the great.
Then go down to Gath of the Philistines.

Are they better than these kingdoms?
Is their border greater than your border?

3Alas for you who put far away the evil day,
and cause the seat of violence to come near,
4who lie on beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves on their couches,
and eat the lambs out of the flock,
and the calves out of themiddle of the stall,
5who strum on the strings of a harp,
who invent for themselves instruments of music, like David;
6who drink wine in bowls,
and anoint themselves with the best oils,
but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

7Therefore they will now go captive with the first who go captive.
The feasting and lounging will end.

8 “The Lord GOD has sworn by himself,” says the LORD, the God of Armies:
“I abhor the pride of Jacob,
and detest his fortresses.
Therefore I will deliver up the city with all that is in it.

9 It will happen that if tenmen remain in one house,
they will die.

10 “When a man’s relative carries him, even he who burns him, to bring
bodies out of the house, and asks him who is in the innermost parts of the
house, ‘Is there yet any with you?’ And he says, ‘No;’ then he will say, ‘Hush!
Indeed wemust not mention the LORD’s name.’
11 “For, behold, the LORD commands, and the great housewill be smashed to

pieces,
and the little house into bits.

12Do horses run on the rocky crags?
Does one plow there with oxen?
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But you have turned justice into poison,
and the fruit of righteousness into bitterness,

13you who rejoice in a thing of nothing, who say,
‘Haven’t we taken for ourselves horns by our own strength?’

14For, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, house of Israel,”
says the LORD, the God of Armies;
“and they will afflict you from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of
the Arabah.”

7
1 Thus the Lord GOD showed me: behold, he formed locusts in the

beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth; and behold, it was the
latter growth after the king’s harvest.

2When they finished eating the grass of the land, then I said, “Lord GOD,
forgive, I beg you! How could Jacob stand? For he is small.”

3The LORD relented concerning this. “It shall not be,” says the LORD.
4 Thus the Lord GOD showed me: behold, the Lord GOD called for

judgment by fire; and it dried up the great deep, and would have devoured
the land.

5Then I said, “Lord GOD, stop, I beg you! How could Jacob stand? For he is
small.”

6TheLORDrelented concerning this. “This also shall not be,” says theLord
GOD.

7 Thus he showed me: behold, the Lord stood beside a wall made by a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.

8The LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I will set a plumb line in the middle of my

people Israel. I will not again pass by them anymore.
9The high places of Isaac will be desolate, the sanctuaries of Israel will be

laid waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboamwith the sword.”
10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,

saying, “Amos has conspired against you in themiddle of the house of Israel.
The land is not able to bear all his words.

11 For Amos says, ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel shall surely
be led away captive out of his land.’ ”

12 Amaziah also said to Amos, “You seer, go, flee away into the land of
Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there,

13but don’t prophesy again any more at Bethel; for it is the king’s sanctu-
ary, and it is a royal house!”

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I was no prophet, neither was I a
prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman, and a farmer of sycamore figs;

15 and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

16 Now therefore listen to the LORD’s word: ‘You say, Don’t prophesy
against Israel, and don’t preach against the house of Isaac.’

17Therefore the LORD says: ‘Yourwife shall be a prostitute in the city, and
your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land shall
be divided by line; and you yourself shall die in a land that is unclean, and
Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land.’ ”
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8
1Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold, a basket of summer fruit.
2He said, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the LORD said to me,

“The end has come onmy people Israel.
I will not again pass by them anymore.

3The songs of the temple will be wailing in that day,” says the Lord GOD.
“The dead bodies will be many. In every place they will throw them out
with silence.

4Hear this, you who desire to swallow up the needy,
and cause the poor of the land to fail,
5 saying, ‘Whenwill the newmoon be gone, that wemay sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that wemaymarket wheat,
making the ephah* small, and the shekel† large,
and dealing falsely with balances of deceit;

6 that wemay buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the sweepings with the wheat?’ ”

7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob,
“Surely I will never forget any of their works.

8Won’t the land tremble for this,
and everyonemourn who dwells in it?

Yes, it will rise up wholly like the River;
and it will be stirred up and sink again, like the River of Egypt.

9 It will happen in that day,” says the Lord GOD,
“that I will cause the sun to go down at noon,
and I will darken the earth in the clear day.

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation;

and I will make you wear sackcloth on all your bodies,
and baldness on every head.

I will make it like themourning for an only son,
and its end like a bitter day.

11Behold, the days come,” says the Lord GOD,
“that I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the LORD’s words.

12They will wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east;
they will run back and forth to seek the LORD’s word,
and will not find it.

13 In that day the beautiful virgins
and the youngmenwill faint for thirst.

14Those who swear by the sin of Samaria,
and say, ‘As your god, Dan, lives,’
and, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’
they will fall, and never rise up again.”

* 8:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 8:5 a normal shekel is about 10 grams
or about 0.35 ounces.
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9
1 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and he said, “Strike the tops of

the pillars, that the thresholdsmay shake. Break them in pieces on the head
of all of them. I will kill the last of themwith the sword. Not one of themwill
flee away. Not one of themwill escape.

2 Though they dig into Sheol,* there my hand will take them; and though
they climb up to heaven, there I will bring them down.

3Though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take
themout from there; and though theybehidden frommysight in thebottom
of the sea, there I will command the serpent, and it will bite them.

4Though they go into captivity before their enemies, there Iwill command
the sword, and it will kill them. I will set my eyes on them for evil, and not
for good.

5For the Lord, the GOD† of Armies, is hewho touches the land and itmelts,
and all who dwell in it will mourn; and it will rise up wholly like the River,
and will sink again, like the River of Egypt.

6 It is he who builds his rooms in the heavens, and has founded his vault
on the earth; he who calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on
the surface of the earth—the LORD is his name.

7Are you not like the children of the Ethiopians tome, children of Israel?”
says the LORD. “Haven’t I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt, and the
Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom, and I will
destroy it from off the surface of the earth, except that I will not utterly
destroy the house of Jacob,” says the LORD.

9 “For behold, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all
the nations as grain is sifted in a sieve, yet not the least kernelwill fall on the
earth.

10All the sinners of my people will die by the sword, who say, ‘Evil won’t
overtake normeet us.’

11 In that day I will raise up the tent of David who is fallen and close up its
breaches, and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old,

12 that theymay possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are
called bymy name,” says the LORDwho does this.
13 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that the plowman shall overtake the reaper,
and the one treading grapes himwho sows seed;
and sweet wine will drip from themountains,
and flow from the hills.

14 I will bringmy people Israel back from captivity,
and they will rebuild the ruined cities, and inhabit them;
and they will plant vineyards, and drink wine from them.

They shall also make gardens,
and eat their fruit.

15 I will plant them on their land,
and theywill nomorebepluckedupout of their landwhich I have given
them,”

says the LORD your God.

* 9:2 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 9:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or
“GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Lord* GOD† says about Edom.
We have heard news from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the
nations, saying, “Arise, and let’s rise up against her in battle.

2 Behold,‡ I have made you small among the nations. You are greatly
despised.

3The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who dwell in the clefts of
the rock, whose habitation is high, who says in his heart, ‘Whowill bringme
down to the ground?’

4 Though you mount on high as the eagle, and though your nest is set
among the stars, I will bring you down from there,” says the LORD.

5 “If thieves came to you, if robbers by night—oh, what disaster awaits
you—wouldn’t they only steal until they had enough? If grape pickers came
to you, wouldn’t they leave some gleaning grapes?

6How Esau will be ransacked! How his hidden treasures are sought out!
7 All the men of your alliance have brought you on your way, even to

the border. The men who were at peace with you have deceived you, and
prevailed against you. Friends who eat your bread lay a snare under you.
There is no understanding in him.”

8 “Won’t I in that day”, says the LORD, “destroy the wise men out of Edom,
and understanding out of themountain of Esau?

9Yourmightymen, Teman,will bedismayed, to the end that everyonemay
be cut off from themountain of Esau by slaughter.

10For the violence done to your brother Jacob, shame will cover you, and
youwill be cut off forever.

11 In the day that you stood on the other side, in the day that strangers
carried away his substance and foreigners entered into his gates and cast
lots for Jerusalem, even youwere like one of them.

12But don’t look down on your brother in the day of his disaster, and don’t
rejoice over the childrenof Judah in thedayof their destruction. Don’t speak
proudly in the day of distress.

13Don’t enter into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity. Don’t
look down on their affliction in the day of their calamity, neither seize their
wealth on the day of their calamity.

14Don’t stand in the crossroads to cut off those of his who escape. Don’t
deliver up those of his who remain in the day of distress.

15For the day of the LORD is near all the nations! As you have done, it will
be done to you. Your deeds will return upon your own head.

16For as youhavedrunkonmyholymountain, so all thenationswill drink
continually. Yes, they will drink, swallow down, and will be as though they
had not been.

* 1:1 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced
Yahweh). ‡ 1:2 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection.



Obadiah 17 1211 Obadiah 21

17 But in Mount Zion, there will be those who escape, and it will be holy.
The house of Jacob will possess their possessions.

18 The house of Jacob will be a fire, the house of Joseph a flame, and the
house of Esau for stubble. They will burn among them and devour them.
Therewill not be any remaining to the house of Esau.” Indeed, the LORDhas
spoken.

19 Those of the South will possess the mountain of Esau, and those of the
lowland, the Philistines. Theywill possess the field of Ephraim, and the field
of Samaria. Benjamin will possess Gilead.

20 The captives of this army of the children of Israel, who are among the
Canaanites, will possess even to Zarephath; and the captives of Jerusalem,
who are in Sepharad, will possess the cities of the Negev.

21 Saviors will go up on Mount Zion to judge the mountains of Esau, and
the kingdomwill be the LORD’s.
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The Book of
Jonah

1Now the LORD’s* word came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach against it, for their

wickedness has come up before me.”
3But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He

went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid its fare,
and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the
LORD.

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty
storm on the sea, so that the ship was likely to break up.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and every man cried to his god. They
threw the cargo thatwas in the ship into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah
had gone down into the innermost parts of the ship andhewas laying down,
and was fast asleep.

6 So the ship master came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean,
sleeper? Arise, call on your God!† Maybe your God‡will notice us, so thatwe
won’t perish.”

7They all said to each other, “Come! Let’s cast lots, that wemay knowwho
is responsible for this evil that is on us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah.

8 Then they asked him, “Tell us, please, for whose cause this evil is on us.
What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country?
Of what people are you?”

9He said to them, “I amaHebrew, and I fear theLORD, theGod§ of heaven,
who has made the sea and the dry land.”

10Then themenwere exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “What have you
done?” For themenknew that hewasfleeing from thepresence of theLORD,
because he had told them.

11Then they said tohim, “What shallwedo toyou, that the seamaybecalm
to us?” For the sea grewmore andmore stormy.

12He said to them, “Take me up, and throw me into the sea. Then the sea
will be calm for you; for I know that because of me this great storm is on
you.”

13Nevertheless themen rowed hard to get them back to the land; but they
could not, for the sea grewmore andmore stormy against them.

14Therefore they cried to the LORD, and said, “We beg you, LORD, we beg
you, don’t let us die for this man’s life, and don’t lay on us innocent blood;
for you, LORD, have done as it pleased you.”

15So they took up Jonah and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its
raging.

16Then themen feared the LORD exceedingly; and they offered a sacrifice
to the LORD andmade vows.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 or, gods ‡ 1:6 or, gods § 1:9 The
Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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17 The LORD prepared a huge fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

2
1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD, his God, out of the fish’s belly.
2He said,

“I called because of my affliction to the LORD.
He answeredme.

Out of the belly of Sheol* I cried.
You heardmy voice.

3For you threwme into the depths,
in the heart of the seas.

The flood was all aroundme.
All your waves and your billows passed over me.

4 I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight;
yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’

5The waters surroundedme,
even to the soul.

The deep was aroundme.
The weeds were wrapped aroundmy head.

6 I went down to the bottoms of themountains.
The earth barredme in forever;
yet you have brought my life up from the pit, LORDmy God.

7 “Whenmy soul fainted withinme, I remembered the LORD.
My prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.

8Those who regard vain idols forsake their ownmercy.
9But I will sacrifice to you with the voice of thanksgiving.
I will pay that which I have vowed.

Salvation belongs to the LORD.”
10 Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah on the dry

land.

3
1The LORD’s word came to Jonah the second time, saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I

give you.”
3So Jonaharose, andwent toNineveh, according to theLORD’sword. Now

Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey across.
4 Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried out, and

said, “In forty days, Nineveh will be overthrown!”
5The people of Nineveh believed God; and they proclaimed a fast and put

on sackcloth, from their greatest even to their least.
6Thenewsreached thekingofNineveh, andhearose fromhis throne, took

off his royal robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7He made a proclamation and published through Nineveh by the decree

of the king and his nobles, saying, “Let neither man nor animal, herd nor
flock, taste anything; let them not feed, nor drink water;

* 2:2 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8 but let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and animal, and let
them crymightily to God. Yes, let them turn everyone from his evil way and
from the violence that is in his hands.

9Who knows whether God will not turn and relent, and turn away from
his fierce anger, so that wemight not perish?”

10God saw theirworks, that they turned from their evil way. God relented
of the disaster which he said he would do to them, and he didn’t do it.

4
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.
2He prayed to the LORD, and said, “Please, LORD, wasn’t this what I said

when I was still in my own country? Therefore I hurried to flee to Tarshish,
for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and
abundant in loving kindness, and you relent of doing harm.

3Therefore now, LORD, take, I beg you, my life fromme, for it is better for
me to die than to live.”

4The LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”
5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city, and

there made himself a booth and sat under it in the shade, until he might see
what would become of the city.

6The LORDGodprepared a vine andmade it to comeup over Jonah, that it
might be a shade over his head to deliver him fromhis discomfort. So Jonah
was exceedingly glad because of the vine.

7 But God prepared a worm at dawn the next day, and it chewed on the
vine so that it withered.

8When the sun arose, God prepared a sultry east wind; and the sun beat
on Jonah’s head, so that hewas faint and requested for himself that hemight
die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

9God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the vine?”
He said, “I am right to be angry, even to death.”
10 The LORD said, “You have been concerned for the vine, for which you

have not labored, neither made it grow; which came up in a night and
perished in a night.

11Shouldn’t I be concerned for Nineveh, that great city, inwhich aremore
thanonehundred twenty thousandpersonswhocan’t discernbetween their
right hand and their left hand, and also many animals?”
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The Book of
Micah

1TheLORD’s*word that came toMicahofMorasheth in thedaysof Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and
Jerusalem.
2Hear, you peoples, all of you!

Listen, O earth, and all that is therein.
Let the Lord† GOD be witness against you,

the Lord from his holy temple.
3For behold,‡ the LORD comes out of his place,

and will come down and tread on the high places of the earth.
4Themountains melt under him,

and the valleys split apart like wax before the fire,
like waters that are poured down a steep place.

5 “All this is for the disobedience of Jacob,
and for the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the disobedience of Jacob?
Isn’t it Samaria?

Andwhat are the high places of Judah?
Aren’t they Jerusalem?

6Therefore I will make Samaria like a rubble heap of the field,
like places for planting vineyards;

and I will pour down its stones into the valley,
and I will uncover its foundations.

7All her idols will be beaten to pieces,
all her temple gifts will be burned with fire,
and I will destroy all her images;

for of the hire of a prostitute has she gathered them,
and to the hire of a prostitute shall they return.”

8For this I will lament and wail.
I will go stripped and naked.
I will howl like the jackals
andmourn like the ostriches.

9For her wounds are incurable;
for it has come even to Judah.

It reaches to the gate of my people,
even to Jerusalem.

10Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t weep at all.
At Beth Ophrah§ I have rolledmyself in the dust.

11Pass on, inhabitant of Shaphir, in nakedness and shame.
The inhabitant of Zaananwon’t come out.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronouncedYahweh). † 1:2 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
‡ 1:3 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. § 1:10 Beth Ophrahmeans literally “House of Dust.”
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The wailing of Beth Ezel will take from you his protection.
12For the inhabitant of Maroth waits anxiously for good,

because evil has come down from the LORD to the gate of Jerusalem.
13Harness the chariot to the swift steed, inhabitant of Lachish.

She was the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion;
for the transgressions of Israel were found in you.

14Therefore you will give a parting gift to Moresheth Gath.
The houses of Achzib will be a deceitful thing to the kings of Israel.

15 I will yet bring a conqueror to you, inhabitants of Mareshah.
The glory of Israel will come to Adullam.

16 Shave your heads,
and cut off your hair for the children of your delight.

Enlarge your baldness like the vulture,
for they have gone into captivity from you!

2
1Woe to those who devise iniquity

and work evil on their beds!
When themorning is light, they practice it,

because it is in the power of their hand.
2They covet fields and seize them,

and houses, then take them away.
They oppress a man and his house,

even aman and his heritage.
3Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I am planning against these people a disaster,

fromwhich you will not remove your necks,
neither will you walk haughtily,
for it is an evil time.

4 In that day they will take up a parable against you,
and lament with a doleful lamentation, saying,
‘We are utterly ruined!
My people’s possession is divided up.
Indeed he takes it fromme and assigns our fields to traitors!’ ”

5 Therefore you will have no one who divides the land by lot in the LORD’s
assembly.

6 “Don’t prophesy!”—they prophesy—
“Don’t prophesy about these things.
Disgrace won’t overtake us.”

7 Shall it be said, O house of Jacob,
“Is the LORD’s Spirit angry?
Are these his doings?
Don’t mywords do good to himwhowalks blamelessly?”

8But lately my people have risen up as an enemy.
You strip the robe and clothing from those who pass by without a care,
returning from battle.

9You drive the women of my people out from their pleasant houses;
from their young children you take awaymy blessing forever.

10Arise, and depart!
For this is not your resting place,
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because of uncleanness that destroys,
even with a grievous destruction.

11 If a manwalking in a spirit of falsehood lies, saying,
“I will prophesy to you of wine and of strong drink,”
he would be the prophet of this people.

12 I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob.
I will surely gather the remnant of Israel.

I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah,
as a flock in themiddle of their pasture.
They will swarmwith people.

13Hewho breaks open the way goes up before them.
They break through the gate, and go out.
Their king passes on before them,
with the LORD at their head.

3
1 I said,

“Please listen, you heads of Jacob,
and rulers of the house of Israel:
Isn’t it for you to know justice?

2Youwho hate the good,
and love the evil;
who tear off their skin,
and their flesh from off their bones;
3who also eat the flesh of my people,
and peel their skin from off them,
and break their bones,
and chop them in pieces, as for the pot,
and as meat within the cauldron.

4Then they will cry to the LORD,
but he will not answer them.

Yes, he will hide his face from them at that time,
because theymade their deeds evil.”

5The LORD says concerning the prophets who leadmy people astray—for
those who feed their teeth, they proclaim, “Peace!” and whoever doesn’t
provide for their mouths, they prepare war against him:
6 “Therefore night is over you, with no vision,

and it is dark to you, that youmay not divine;
and the sun will go down on the prophets,
and the day will be black over them.

7The seers shall be disappointed,
and the diviners confounded.

Yes, they shall all cover their lips,
for there is no answer from God.”*

8But as for me, I am full of power by the LORD’s Spirit,
and of judgment, and of might,
to declare to Jacob his disobedience,
and to Israel his sin.

9Please listen to this, you heads of the house of Jacob,
and rulers of the house of Israel,

* 3:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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who abhor justice,
and pervert all equity,
10who build up Zion with blood,
and Jerusalemwith iniquity.

11Her leaders judge for bribes,
and her priests teach for a price,
and her prophets of it tell fortunes for money;

yet they lean on the LORD, and say,
“Isn’t the LORD among us?
No disaster will come on us.”

12Therefore Zion for your sake will be plowed like a field,
and Jerusalemwill become heaps of rubble,
and themountain of the temple like the high places of a forest.

4
1But in the latter days,

it will happen that the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be estab-
lished on the top of themountains,

and it will be exalted above the hills;
and peoples will stream to it.

2Many nations will go and say,
“Come! Let’s go up to themountain of the LORD,
and to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the lawwill go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem;

3and he will judge betweenmany peoples,
and will decide concerning strong nations afar off.
They will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will not lift up sword against nation,
neither will they learn war anymore.

4But everymanwill sit under his vine and under his fig tree.
No one will make them afraid,
for themouth of the LORD of Armies has spoken.
5 Indeed all the nations maywalk in the name of their gods,
but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God forever and ever.

6 “In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will assemble that which is lame,
and I will gather that which is driven away,
and that which I have afflicted;
7and I will make that which was lame a remnant,
and that which was cast far off a strong nation:
and the LORD will reign over them on Mount Zion from then on, even
forever.”

8You, tower of the flock, the hill of the daughter of Zion,
to you it will come.

Yes, the former dominion will come,
the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.
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9Nowwhy do you cry out aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pains have taken hold of you as of a woman in travail?

10Be in pain, and labor to give birth, daughter of Zion,
like a woman in travail;
for now youwill go out of the city,
and will dwell in the field,
and will come even to Babylon.

There you will be rescued.
There the LORDwill redeem you from the hand of your enemies.

11Nowmany nations have assembled against you, that say,
“Let her be defiled,
and let our eye gloat over Zion.”

12But they don’t know the thoughts of the LORD,
neither do they understand his counsel;
for he has gathered them like the sheaves to the threshing floor.

13Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze.

You will beat in pieces many peoples.
I will devote their gain to the LORD,

and their substance to the Lord of the whole earth.

5
1Now you shall gather yourself in troops,

daughter of troops.
He has laid siege against us.

They will strike the judge of Israel with a rod on the cheek.
2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

being small among the clans of Judah,
out of you one will come out to mewho is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings out are from of old, from ancient times.

3Thereforehewill abandon themuntil the time that shewho is in labor gives
birth.

Then the rest of his brothers will return to the children of Israel.
4He shall stand, and shall shepherd in the strength of the LORD,

in themajesty of the name of the LORD his God.
They will live, for then he will be great to the ends of the earth.

5Hewill be our peace when Assyria invades our land
andwhen hemarches through our fortresses,
then wewill raise against him seven shepherds,
and eight leaders of men.

6They will rule the land of Assyria with the sword,
and the land of Nimrod in its gates.

He will deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he invades our land,
and when hemarches within our border.

7The remnant of Jacob will be amongmany peoples
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like dew from the LORD,
like showers on the grass,
that don’t wait for man
nor wait for the sons of men.

8The remnant of Jacob will be among the nations,
amongmany peoples,
like a lion among the animals of the forest,
like a young lion among the flocks of sheep;
who, if he goes through, treads down and tears in pieces,
and there is no one to deliver.

9Let your hand be lifted up above your adversaries,
and let all of your enemies be cut off.

10 “It will happen in that day”, says the LORD,
“that I will cut off your horses from among you
andwill destroy your chariots.

11 I will cut off the cities of your land
andwill tear down all your strongholds.

12 I will destroy witchcraft from your hand.
You shall have no soothsayers.

13 I will cut off your engraved images and your pillars from among you;
and you shall nomore worship the work of your hands.

14 I will uproot your Asherah poles from among you;
and I will destroy your cities.

15 I will execute vengeance in anger
and wrath on the nations that didn’t listen.”

6
1Listen now to what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before themountains,
and let the hills hear what you have to say.

2Hear, youmountains, the LORD’s indictment,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3My people, what have I done to you?
How have I burdened you?
Answerme!

4For I brought you up out of the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you out of the house of bondage.
I sent before youMoses, Aaron, andMiriam.

5My people, remember nowwhat Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim to Gilgal,
that youmay know the righteous acts of the LORD.”

6How shall I come before the LORD,
and bowmyself before the exalted God?

Shall I come before himwith burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams?
With tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my disobedience?
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The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8He has shown you, Oman, what is good.

What does the LORD require of you, but to act justly,
to lovemercy, and to walk humbly with your God?

9The LORD’s voice calls to the city—
andwisdom fears your name—

“Listen to the rod,
and he who appointed it.

10Are there yet treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked,
and a short ephah* that is accursed?

11 Shall I tolerate dishonest scales,
and a bag of deceitful weights?

12Her richmen are full of violence,
her inhabitants speak lies,
and their tongue is deceitful in their speech.

13Therefore I also have struck you with a grievous wound.
I havemade you desolate because of your sins.

14You shall eat, but not be satisfied.
Your hunger will be within you.
You will store up, but not save,
and that which you save I will give up to the sword.

15Youwill sow, but won’t reap.
You will tread the olives, but won’t anoint yourself with oil;
and crush grapes, but won’t drink the wine.

16For the statutes of Omri are kept,
and all the works of Ahab’s house.
You walk in their counsels,
that I maymake you a ruin,
and your inhabitants a hissing.
You will bear the reproach of my people.”

7
1Misery is mine!

Indeed, I am like onewho gathers the summer fruits, as gleanings of the
vineyard.

There is no cluster of grapes to eat.
My soul desires to eat the early fig.

2The godly man has perished out of the earth,
and there is no one upright amongmen.
They all lie in wait for blood;
everyman hunts his brother with a net.

3Their hands are on that which is evil to do it diligently.
The ruler and judge ask for a bribe.

The powerful man dictates the evil desire of his soul.
Thus they conspire together.

4The best of them is like a brier.
* 6:10 An ephah is ameasure of volume (about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel), and a short ephah
is made smaller than a full ephah for the purpose of cheating customers.
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Themost upright is worse than a thorn hedge.
The day of your watchmen,

even your visitation, has come;
now is the time of their confusion.

5Don’t trust in a neighbor.
Don’t put confidence in a friend.
With the woman lying in your embrace,
be careful of the words of yourmouth!

6For the son dishonors the father,
the daughter rises up against her mother,
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
a man’s enemies are themen of his own house.

7But as for me, I will look to the LORD.
I will wait for the God of my salvation.
My Godwill hear me.

8Don’t rejoice against me, my enemy.
When I fall, I will arise.
When I sit in darkness, the LORDwill be a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD,
because I have sinned against him,
until he pleads my case and executes judgment for me.
He will bringme out to the light.
I will see his righteousness.

10Thenmy enemywill see it,
and shamewill cover her who said to me,
“Where is the LORD your God?”

My eyes will see her.
Now she will be trodden down like themire of the streets.

11A day to build your walls!
In that day, he will extend your boundary.

12 In that day they will come to you from Assyria and the cities of Egypt,
and from Egypt even to the River,
and from sea to sea,
andmountain to mountain.

13Yet the land will be desolate because of those who dwell therein,
for the fruit of their doings.

14 Shepherd your people with your staff,
the flock of your heritage,
who dwell by themselves in a forest.

Let them feed in themiddle of fertile pasture land,
in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.

15 “As in the days of your coming out of the land of Egypt,
I will show themmarvelous things.”

16The nations will see and be ashamed of all their might.
They will lay their hand on their mouth.
Their ears will be deaf.

17They will lick the dust like a serpent.
Like crawling things of the earth, they will come trembling out of their
dens.

They will comewith fear to the LORD our God,
and will be afraid because of you.
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18Who is a God like you, who pardons iniquity,
and passes over the disobedience of the remnant of his heritage?

He doesn’t retain his anger forever,
because he delights in loving kindness.

19Hewill again have compassion on us.
He will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

20Youwill give truth to Jacob,
andmercy to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.
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The Book of
Nahum

1 A revelation about Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the
Elkoshite.

2The LORD* is a jealous God† and avenges. The LORD avenges and is full
of wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries, and he maintains
wrath against his enemies.

3TheLORD is slow toanger, andgreat inpower, andwill bynomeans leave
the guilty unpunished. The LORD has his way in the whirlwind and in the
storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.

4He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and dries up all the rivers. Bashan
and Carmel languish. The flower of Lebanon languishes.

5 The mountains quake before him, and the hills melt away. The earth
trembles at his presence, yes, the world, and all who dwell in it.

6Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the fierceness of
his anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken apart
by him.

7The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knows those
who take refuge in him.

8But with an overflowing flood, he will make a full end of her place, and
will pursue his enemies into darkness.

9What do you plot against the LORD? He will make a full end. Affliction
won’t rise up the second time.

10 For entangled like thorns, and drunken as with their drink, they are
consumed utterly like dry stubble.

11 One has gone out of you who devises evil against the LORD, who
counsels wickedness.

12 The LORD says: “Though they are in full strength and likewise many,
even so they will be cut down and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I
will afflict you nomore.

13Now Iwill breakhis yoke fromoffyou, andwill burst your bonds apart.”
14The LORD has commanded concerning you: “Nomore descendants will

bear your name. Out of the house of your gods, I will cut off the engraved
image and themolten image. I will make your grave, for you are vile.”

15Behold,‡ on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace! Keep your feasts, Judah! Perform your vows, for the
wicked one will nomore pass through you. He is utterly cut off.

2
1 He who dashes in pieces has come up against you. Keep the fortress!

Watch the way! Strengthen your waist! Fortify your powermightily!
2For the LORD restores the excellency of Jacob as the excellency of Israel,

for the destroyers have destroyed them and ruined their vine branches.

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:15 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection.



Nahum 2:3 1225 Nahum 3:9

3The shield of hismightymen ismade red. The valiantmen are in scarlet.
The chariots flash with steel in the day of his preparation, and the pine
spears are brandished.

4 The chariots rage in the streets. They rush back and forth in the wide
ways. Their appearance is like torches. They run like the lightnings.

5He summons his picked troops. They stumble on their way. They dash to
its wall, and the protective shield is put in place.

6The gates of the rivers are opened, and the palace is dissolved.
7 It is decreed: she is uncovered, she is carried away; and her servants

moan as with the voice of doves, beating on their breasts.
8But Nineveh has been from of old like a pool of water, yet they flee away.

“Stop! Stop!” they cry, but no one looks back.
9Take the plunder of silver. Take the plunder of gold, for there is no end of

treasure, an abundance of every precious thing.
10She is empty, void, andwaste. Theheartmelts, the knees knock together,

their bodies and faces have grown pale.
11Where is the den of the lions, and the feeding place of the young lions,

where the lion and the lionesswalkedwith the lion’s cubs, and no onemade
them afraid?

12 The lion tore in pieces enough for his cubs, and strangled prey for his
lionesses, and filled his caves with the kill and his dens with prey.

13 “Behold, I am against you,” says the LORD of Armies, “and I will burn
her chariots in the smoke, and the sword will devour your young lions; and
Iwill cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of yourmessengerswill
no longer be heard.”

3
1Woe to the bloody city! It is all full of lies and robbery—no end to the prey.
2Thenoise of thewhip, thenoise of the rattling ofwheels, prancinghorses,

and bounding chariots,
3 the horseman charging, and the flashing sword, the glittering spear, and

a multitude of slain, and a great heap of corpses, and there is no end of the
bodies. They stumble on their bodies

4 because of the multitude of the prostitution of the alluring prostitute,
the mistress of witchcraft, who sells nations through her prostitution, and
families through her witchcraft.

5 “Behold, I am against you,” says the LORD of Armies, “and I will lift
your skirts over your face. I will show the nations your nakedness, and the
kingdoms your shame.

6 I will throw abominable filth on you and make you vile, and will make
you a spectacle.

7 It will happen that all those who look at you will flee from you, and
say, ‘Nineveh is laid waste! Who will mourn for her?’ Where will I seek
comforters for you?”

8Are youbetter thanNo-Amon,*whowas situated among the rivers,†who
had the waters around her, whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was of
the sea?

9 Cush and Egypt were her boundless strength. Put and Libya were her
helpers.

* 3:8 or, Thebes † 3:8 or, Nile
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10 Yet was she carried away. She went into captivity. Her young children
alsowere dashed in pieces at the head of all the streets, and they cast lots for
her honorable men, and all her great menwere bound in chains.

11 You also will be drunken. You will be hidden. You also will seek a
stronghold because of the enemy.

12All your fortresseswill be like fig treeswith the first-ripe figs. If they are
shaken, they fall into themouth of the eater.

13Behold, your troops among you are women. The gates of your land are
set wide open to your enemies. The fire has devoured your bars.

14Draw water for the siege. Strengthen your fortresses. Go into the clay,
and tread themortar. Make the brick kiln strong.

15 There the fire will devour you. The sword will cut you off. It will
devour you like the grasshopper. Multiply like grasshoppers. Multiply like
the locust.

16Youhave increasedyourmerchantsmore than the stars of the skies. The
grasshopper strips and flees away.

17 Your guards are like the locusts, and your officials like the swarms of
locusts, which settle on the walls on a cold day, but when the sun appears,
they flee away, and their place is not knownwhere they are.

18 Your shepherds slumber, king of Assyria. Your nobles lie down. Your
people are scattered on themountains, and there is no one to gather them.

19 There is no healing your wound, for your injury is fatal. All who hear
the report of you clap their hands over you, for who hasn’t felt your endless
cruelty?
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1The revelation which Habakkuk the prophet saw.
2 LORD,* how long will I cry, and you will not hear? I cry out to you

“Violence!” andwill you not save?
3Why do you show me iniquity, and look at perversity? For destruction

and violence are before me. There is strife, and contention rises up.
4Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails; for thewicked

surround the righteous; therefore justice comes out perverted.
5 “Look among the nations, watch, and wonder marvelously; for I am

working awork in your dayswhich youwill not believe though it is told you.
6 For, behold,† I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation

who march through the width of the earth, to possess dwelling places that
are not theirs.

7They are feared and dreaded. Their judgment and their dignity proceed
from themselves.

8 Their horses also are swifter than leopards, and are more fierce than
the evening wolves. Their horsemen press proudly on. Yes, their horsemen
come from afar. They fly as an eagle that hurries to devour.

9All of them come for violence. Their hordes face forward. They gather
prisoners like sand.

10 Yes, they scoff at kings, and princes are a derision to them. They laugh
at every stronghold, for they build up an earthen ramp and take it.

11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on. They are indeed guilty,
whose strength is their god.”

12 Aren’t you from everlasting, LORD my God,‡ my Holy One? We will
not die. LORD, you have appointed them for judgment. You, Rock, have
established him to punish.

13 You who have purer eyes than to see evil, and who cannot look on
perversity,whydoyou tolerate thosewhodeal treacherouslyandkeep silent
when the wicked swallows up themanwho is more righteous than he,

14andmakemen like the fish of the sea, like the creeping things that have
no ruler over them?

15He takes up all of them with the hook. He catches them in his net and
gathers them in his dragnet. Therefore he rejoices and is glad.

16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his dragnet,
because by them his life is luxurious and his food is good.

17Will he therefore continually empty his net, and kill the nationswithout
mercy?

2
1 I will stand at my watch and set myself on the ramparts, and will look

out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my
complaint.
* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 1:12 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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2The LORD answered me, “Write the vision, and make it plain on tablets,
that he who runsmay read it.

3For the vision is yet for the appointed time, and it hurries toward the end,
andwon’t prove false. Though it takes time, wait for it, because it will surely
come. It won’t delay.

4 Behold, his soul is puffed up. It is not upright in him, but the righteous
will live by his faith.

5 Yes, moreover, wine is treacherous: an arrogant man who doesn’t stay
at home, who enlarges his desire as Sheol;* he is like death and can’t be
satisfied, but gathers to himself all nations and heaps to himself all peoples.

6Won’t all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb
against him, and say, ‘Woe to him who increases that which is not his, and
who enriches himself by extortion! How long?’

7Won’t your debtors rise up suddenly, and wake up those who make you
tremble, and you will be their victim?

8 Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the
peoples will plunder you because of men’s blood, and for the violence done
to the land, to the city and to all who dwell in it.

9Woe to him who gets an evil gain for his house, that he may set his nest
on high, that hemay be delivered from the hand of evil!

10You have devised shame to your house by cutting offmany peoples, and
have sinned against your soul.

11For the stonewill cry out of thewall, and the beamout of thewoodwork
will answer it.

12 Woe to him who builds a town with blood, and establishes a city by
iniquity!

13 Behold, isn’t it from the LORD of Armies that the peoples labor for the
fire, and the nations weary themselves for vanity?

14For the earthwill befilledwith the knowledge of the LORD’s glory, as the
waters cover the sea.

15“Woe tohimwhogives his neighbor drink, pouring your inflamingwine
until they are drunk, so that youmay gaze at their naked bodies!

16 You are filled with shame, and not glory. You will also drink and be
exposed! The cup of the LORD’s right hand will come around to you, and
disgrace will cover your glory.

17For the violence done to Lebanonwill overwhelm you, and the destruc-
tion of the animals will terrify you, because of men’s blood and for the
violence done to the land, to every city and to those who dwell in them.

18 “What value does the engraved imagehave, that itsmaker has engraved
it; the molten image, even the teacher of lies, that he who fashions its form
trusts in it, to makemute idols?

19Woe to himwho says to the wood, ‘Awake!’ or to themute stone, ‘Arise!’
Shall this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no
breath at all within it.

20But theLORD is inhisholy temple. Let all theearthbe silentbeforehim!”
3

1A prayer of Habakkuk, the prophet, set to victorious music.
2LORD, I have heard of your fame.

* 2:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Habakkuk 3:3 1229 Habakkuk 3:16

I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.
Renew your work in themiddle of the years.

In themiddle of the years make it known.
In wrath, you remembermercy.

3God came from Teman,
the Holy One fromMount Paran.

Selah.

His glory covered the heavens,
and his praise filled the earth.

4His splendor is like the sunrise.
Rays shine from his hand, where his power is hidden.

5Plague went before him,
and pestilence followed his feet.

6He stood, and shook the earth.
He looked, andmade the nations tremble.
The ancient mountains were crumbled.
The age-old hills collapsed.
His ways are eternal.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction.
The dwellings of the land of Midian trembled.

8Was the LORD displeased with the rivers?
Was your anger against the rivers,
or your wrath against the sea,
that you rode on your horses,
on your chariots of salvation?

9You uncovered your bow.
You called for your sworn arrows.

Selah.
You split the earth with rivers.
10Themountains saw you, and were afraid.

The storm of waters passed by.
The deep roared and lifted up its hands on high.

11The sun andmoon stood still in the sky
at the light of your arrows as they went,
at the shining of your glittering spear.

12Youmarched through the land in wrath.
You threshed the nations in anger.

13Youwent out for the salvation of your people,
for the salvation of your anointed.

You crushed the head of the land of wickedness.
You stripped them head to foot.

Selah.
14You pierced the heads of his warriors with their own spears.

They came as a whirlwind to scatter me,
gloating as if to devour the wretched in secret.

15You trampled the sea with your horses,
churningmighty waters.

16 I heard, andmy body trembled.
My lips quivered at the voice.
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Rottenness enters into my bones, and I tremble inmy place
because I must wait quietly for the day of trouble,
for the coming up of the people who invade us.

17For even though the fig tree doesn’t flourish,
nor fruit be in the vines,
the labor of the olive fails,
the fields yield no food,
the flocks are cut off from the fold,
and there is no herd in the stalls,

18yet I will rejoice in the LORD.
I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!

19GOD, the Lord,* is my strength.
Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and enables me to go in high places.

For themusic director, onmy stringed instruments.

* 3:19 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1The LORD’s* wordwhich came to Zephaniah, the son of Cushi, the son of
Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah, the
son of Amon, king of Judah.

2 I will utterly sweep away everything from the surface of the earth, says
the LORD.

3 I will sweep away man and animal. I will sweep away the birds of the
sky, the fish of the sea, and the heaps of rubble with thewicked. I will cut off
man from the surface of the earth, says the LORD.

4 I will stretch out my hand against Judah and against all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem. I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place—the name of
the idolatrous and pagan priests,

5 those who worship the army of the sky on the housetops, those who
worship and swear by the LORD and also swear byMalcam,

6 those who have turned back from following the LORD, and those who
haven’t sought the LORD nor inquired after him.

7Be silent at the presence of the Lord† GOD, for the day of the LORD is at
hand. For the LORD has prepared a sacrifice. He has consecrated his guests.

8 It will happen in the day of the LORD’s sacrifice that I will punish the
princes, the king’s sons, and all those who are clothedwith foreign clothing.

9 In that day, I will punish all those who leap over the threshold, who fill
their master’s house with violence and deceit.

10 In that day, says the LORD, there will be the noise of a cry from the fish
gate, a wailing from the second quarter, and a great crashing from the hills.

11 Wail, you inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the people of Canaan are
undone! All those whowere loaded with silver are cut off.

12 It will happen at that time, that I will search Jerusalemwith lamps, and
I will punish the men who are settled on their dregs, who say in their heart,
“The LORDwill not do good, neither will he do evil.”

13Their wealth will become a plunder, and their houses a desolation. Yes,
they will build houses, but won’t inhabit them. They will plant vineyards,
but won’t drink their wine.

14Thegreat dayof theLORD isnear. It is near andhurries greatly, the voice
of the day of the LORD. Themighty man cries there bitterly.

15That day is a day ofwrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble
and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness,

16 a day of the trumpet and alarm against the fortified cities and against
the high battlements.

17 I will bring such distress on men that they will walk like blind men
because they have sinned against the LORD. Their blood will be poured out
like dust and their flesh like dung.

18Neither their silver nor their goldwill be able to deliver them in the day
of the LORD’s wrath, but the whole land will be devoured by the fire of his

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronouncedYahweh). † 1:7 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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jealousy; for he will make an end, yes, a terrible end, of all those who dwell
in the land.

2
1Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, you nation that has no

shame,
2 before the appointed time when the day passes as the chaff, before the

fierce anger of the LORD comes on you, before the day of the LORD’s anger
comes on you.

3Seek theLORD, all youhumble of the land,whohave kept his ordinances.
Seek righteousness. Seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the
day of the LORD’s anger.

4ForGazawill be forsaken, andAshkelon a desolation. Theywill drive out
Ashdod at noonday, and Ekron will be rooted up.

5Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! The
LORD’sword is against you, Canaan, the landof the Philistines. Iwill destroy
you until there is no inhabitant.

6The sea coast will be pastures, with cottages for shepherds and folds for
flocks.

7 The coast will be for the remnant of the house of Judah. They will find
pasture. In the houses of Ashkelon, theywill lie down in the evening, for the
LORD, their God,* will visit them and restore them.

8 I have heard the reproach of Moab and the insults of the children
of Ammon, with which they have reproached my people and magnified
themselves against their border.

9 Therefore, as I live, says the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, surely
Moab will be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, a
possession of nettles and salt pits, and a perpetual desolation. The remnant
of my people will plunder them, and the survivors of my nation will inherit
them.

10 This they will have for their pride, because they have reproached and
magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of Armies.

11The LORDwill be awesome to them, for hewill famish all the gods of the
land. Men will worship him, everyone from his place, even all the shores of
the nations.

12You Cushites also, you will be killed bymy sword.
13Hewill stretch out his hand against the north, destroy Assyria, and will

make Nineveh a desolation, as dry as the wilderness.
14Herds will lie down in the middle of her, all kinds of animals. Both the

pelican and the porcupine will lodge in its capitals. Their calls will echo
through the windows. Desolation will be in the thresholds, for he has laid
bare the cedar beams.

15This is the joyous city that lived carelessly, that said in her heart, “I am,
and there is no one besides me.” How she has become a desolation, a place
for animals to lie down in! Everyone who passes by her will hiss and shake
their fists.

3
1Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, the oppressing city!

* 2:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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2 She didn’t obey the voice. She didn’t receive correction. She didn’t trust
in the LORD. She didn’t draw near to her God.

3Her princeswithin her are roaring lions. Her judges are eveningwolves.
They leave nothing until the next day.

4 Her prophets are arrogant and treacherous people. Her priests have
profaned the sanctuary. They have done violence to the law.

5The LORD, within her, is righteous. He will do no wrong. Every morning
he brings his justice to light. He doesn’t fail, but the unjust know no shame.

6 I have cut off nations. Their battlements are desolate. I have made their
streets waste, so that no one passes by. Their cities are destroyed, so that
there is noman, so that there is no inhabitant.

7 I said, “Just fear me. Receive correction,” so that her dwelling won’t be
cut off, according to all that I have appointed concerning her. But they rose
early and corrupted all their doings.

8 “Thereforewait forme”, says the LORD, “until the day that I rise up to the
prey, for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the
kingdoms to pour on them my indignation, even all my fierce anger, for all
the earth will be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

9For then I will purify the lips of the peoples, that they may all call on the
LORD’s name, to serve him shoulder to shoulder.

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, my worshipers, even the daughter of
my dispersed people, will bringmy offering.

11 In that day youwill not be disappointed for all your doings inwhich you
have transgressed againstme; for then Iwill take away out from among you
your proudly exulting ones, and you will no more be arrogant in my holy
mountain.

12 But I will leave among you an afflicted and poor people, and they will
take refuge in the LORD’s name.

13 The remnant of Israel will not do iniquity nor speak lies, neither will a
deceitful tongue be found in their mouth, for they will feed and lie down,
and no one will make them afraid.”

14 Sing, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The LORD has taken away your judgments. He has thrown out your
enemy. The King of Israel, the LORD, is among you. You will not be afraid
of evil anymore.

16 In that day, it will be said to Jerusalem, “Don’t be afraid, Zion. Don’t let
your hands be weak.”

17The LORD, your God, is among you, a mighty one whowill save. He will
rejoice over you with joy. He will calm you in his love. He will rejoice over
you with singing.

18 I will remove those who grieve about the appointed feasts from you.
They are a burden and a reproach to you.

19Behold,* at that time I will deal with all those who afflict you; and I will
save thosewho are lame and gather thosewhowere driven away. I will give
them praise and honor, whose shame has been in all the earth.

20 At that time I will bring you in, and at that time I will gather you; for
I will give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I
restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
* 3:19 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day
of themonth, the LORD’s* word came by Haggai the prophet, to Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, saying,

2 “This iswhat the LORDof Armies says: These people say, ‘The time hasn’t
yet come, the time for the LORD’s house to be built.’ ”

3Then the LORD’s word came by Haggai the prophet, saying,
4“Is it a time for youyourselves to dwell in yourpaneledhouses,while this

house lies waste?
5Nowtherefore this iswhat theLORDofArmies says: ‘Consideryourways.
6 You have sown much, and bring in little. You eat, but you don’t have

enough. You drink, but you aren’t filled with drink. You clothe yourselves,
but no one is warm; and he who earns wages earns wages to put them into
a bag with holes in it.’

7 “This is what the LORD of Armies says: ‘Consider your ways.
8 Go up to the mountain, bring wood, and build the house. I will take

pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,” says the LORD.
9 “You looked for much, and, behold,† it came to little; and when you

brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of Armies, “Because
of my house that lies waste, while each of you is busy with his own house.

10 Therefore for your sake the heavens withhold the dew, and the earth
withholds its fruit.

11 I called for a drought on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, on
the new wine, on the oil, on that which the ground produces, on men, on
livestock, and on all the labor of the hands.”

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the LORD their
God’s‡ voice, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God
had sent him; and the people feared the LORD.

13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the
people, saying, “I amwith you,” says the LORD.

14 The LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and
worked on the house of the LORD of Armies, their God,

15 in the twenty-fourth day of themonth, in the sixthmonth, in the second
year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventh month, in the twenty-first day of the month, the LORD’s

word came by Haggai the prophet, saying,
* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 1:12 The Hebrew word
rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and
to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the
people, saying,

3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do
you see it now? Isn’t it in your eyes as nothing?

4Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the
LORD, ‘andwork, for I amwith you,’ says the LORD of Armies.

5This is theword that I covenantedwith youwhen you came out of Egypt,
andmy Spirit lived among you. ‘Don’t be afraid.’

6For this iswhat theLORDofArmies says: ‘Yetoncemore, it is a littlewhile,
and I will shake the heavens, the earth, the sea, and the dry land;

7 and I will shake all nations. The treasure of all nations will come, and I
will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of Armies.

8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’ says the LORD of Armies.
9 ‘The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says

the LORD of Armies; ‘and in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of
Armies.”

10 In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of
Darius, the LORD’s word came by Haggai the prophet, saying,

11 “The LORD of Armies says: Ask now the priests concerning the law,
saying,

12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with his
fold touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any food, will it become holy?’ ”
The priests answered, “No.”
13 Then Haggai said, “If one who is unclean by reason of a dead body

touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
The priests answered, “It will be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered, “ ‘So is this people, and so is this nation before

me,’ says the LORD; ‘and so is every work of their hands. That which they
offer there is unclean.

15Now, please consider from this day and backward, before a stone was
laid on a stone in the LORD’s temple.

16 Through all that time, when one came to a heap of twenty measures,
there were only ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty, there
were only twenty.

17 I struck you with blight, mildew, and hail in all the work of your hands;
yet you didn’t turn to me,’ says the LORD.

18 ‘Consider, please, from this day and backward, from the twenty-fourth
day of the ninth month, since the day that the foundation of the LORD’s
temple was laid, consider it.

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Yes, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate,
and the olive tree haven’t produced. From today I will bless you.’ ”

20 The LORD’s word came the second time to Haggai in the twenty-fourth
day of themonth, saying,

21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, ‘I will shake the
heavens and the earth.

22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I will destroy the strength of
the kingdoms of the nations. I will overthrow the chariots and those who
ride in them. The horses and their riders will come down, everyone by the
sword of his brother.
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23 In that day, says the LORD of Armies, I will take you, Zerubbabel my
servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘andwill make you like a signet
ring, for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of Armies.”
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighthmonth, in the secondyearofDarius, theLORD’s*wordcame
to the prophet Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying,

2 “The LORDwas very displeased with your fathers.
3 Therefore tell them, the LORD of Armies says: ‘Return to me,’ says the

LORD of Armies, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the LORD of Armies.
4Don’t you be like your fathers, towhom the former prophets proclaimed,

saying: TheLORDofArmies says, ‘Returnnow fromyour evilways and from
your evil doings;’ but they didn’t hear nor listen to me, says the LORD.

5Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever?
6 But my words and my decrees, which I commanded my servants the

prophets, didn’t they overtake your fathers?
“Then they repented and said, ‘Just as the LORD of Armies determined to

do tous, according toourwaysandaccording toourpractices, sohehasdealt
with us.’ ”

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month
Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the LORD’s word came to the prophet
Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying,

8 “I had a vision in the night, and behold,† aman riding on a red horse, and
he stood among themyrtle trees thatwere in a ravine; and behindhim there
were red, brown, and white horses.

9Then I asked, ‘My lord, what are these?’ ”
The angelwho talkedwithme said tome, “Iwill showyouwhat these are.”
10 The man who stood among the myrtle trees answered, “They are the

ones the LORD has sent to go back and forth through the earth.”
11 They reported to the LORD’s angel who stood among the myrtle trees,

and said, “Wehavewalked back and forth through the earth, and behold, all
the earth is at rest and in peace.”

12 Then the LORD’s angel replied, “O LORD of Armies, how long will you
not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which you
have had indignation these seventy years?”

13 The LORD answered the angel who talked with me with kind and
comforting words.

14 So the angel who talked with me said to me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘The
LORD of Armies says: “I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great
jealousy.

15 I am very angry with the nations that are at ease; for I was but a little
displeased, but they added to the calamity.”

16 Therefore the LORD says: “I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy.
My house shall be built in it,” says the LORD of Armies, “and a line shall be
stretched out over Jerusalem.” ’
* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:8 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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17 “Proclaim further, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies says: “My cities will
again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion, and
will again choose Jerusalem.” ’ ”

18 I lifted upmy eyes and saw, and behold, four horns.
19 I asked the angel who talked withme, “What are these?”
Heansweredme, “These are the hornswhich have scattered Judah, Israel,

and Jerusalem.”
20The LORD showedme four craftsmen.
21Then I asked, “What are these coming to do?”
He said, “These are the hornswhich scattered Judah, so that noman lifted

up his head; but these have come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of
the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.”

2
1 I lifted upmy eyes, and saw, and behold, a manwith ameasuring line in

his hand.
2Then I asked, “Where are you going?”
He said tome, “Tomeasure Jerusalem, to see what is its width andwhat is

its length.”
3Behold, the angel who talked with mewent out, and another angel went

out to meet him,
4 and said to him, “Run, speak to this young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will

be inhabited as villages without walls, because of the multitude of men and
livestock in it.

5 For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be to her a wall of fire around it, and I will be
the glory in themiddle of her.

6Come! Come! Flee from the land of the north,’ says the LORD; ‘for I have
spread you abroad as the four winds of the sky,’ says the LORD.

7 ‘Come, Zion! Escape, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.’
8 For the LORD of Armies says: ‘For honor he has sent me to the nations

which plundered you; for he who touches you touches the apple of his eye.
9 For, behold, I will shake my hand over them, and they will be a plunder

to those who served them; and you will know that the LORD of Armies has
sent me.

10 Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion! For behold, I come and I will dwell
within you,’ says the LORD.

11Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be
my people; and Iwill dwell among you, and you shall know that the LORD of
Armies has sent me to you.

12 The LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will
again choose Jerusalem.

13Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD; for he has roused himself from his
holy habitation!”

3
1He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the LORD’s angel,

and Satan standing at his right hand to be his adversary.
2 The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Yes, the LORD

whohas chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t this a burning stick plucked out
of the fire?”
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3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before
the angel.

4He answered and spoke to thosewho stood before him, saying, “Take the
filthygarmentsoffhim.” Tohimhesaid, “Behold, I havecausedyour iniquity
to pass from you, and I will clothe you with rich clothing.”

5 I said, “Let them set a clean turban on his head.”
So they set a clean turban on his head, and clothed him; and the LORD’s

angel was standing by.
6The LORD’s angel solemnly assured Joshua, saying,
7 “The LORD of Armies says: ‘If you will walk in my ways, and if you will

follow my instructions, then you also shall judge my house, and shall also
keepmy courts, and I will give you a place of access among these who stand
by.

8Hear now, Joshua the high priest, you and your fellows who sit before
you, for they aremenwho are a sign; for, behold, Iwill bring outmy servant,
the Branch.

9 For, behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua: on one stone are
seven eyes; behold, I will engrave its inscription,’ says the LORD of Armies,
‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

10 In that day,’ says the LORD of Armies, ‘you will invite every man his
neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree.’ ”

4
1 The angel who talked with me came again and wakened me, as a man

who is wakened out of his sleep.
2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I said, “I have seen, and behold, a lamp stand all of gold, with its bowl on

the top of it, and its seven lamps on it; there are seven pipes to each of the
lamps which are on the top of it;

3 and two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl, and the other
on the left side of it.”

4 I answered and spoke to the angelwho talkedwithme, saying, “What are
these, my lord?”

5Then the angel who talkedwithme answeredme, “Don’t you knowwhat
these are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
6 Then he answered and spoke to me, saying, “This is the LORD’s word to

Zerubbabel, saying, ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the
LORD of Armies.

7Who are you, great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you are a plain; and
he will bring out the capstone with shouts of ‘Grace, grace, to it!’ ”

8Moreover the LORD’s word came tome, saying,
9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house. His

hands shall also finish it; and you will know that the LORD of Armies has
sent me to you.

10 Indeed, who despises the day of small things? For these seven shall
rejoice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. These are
the LORD’s eyes, which run back and forth through the whole earth.”

11Then I asked him, “What are these two olive trees on the right side of the
lamp stand and on the left side of it?”
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12 I asked him the second time, “What are these two olive branches, which
are beside the two golden spouts that pour the goldenoil out of themselves?”

13He answeredme, “Don’t you knowwhat these are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
14Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord*

of the whole earth.”
5

1Then again I lifted upmy eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll.
2He said to me, “What do you see?”
I answered, “I see a flying scroll; its length is twenty cubits,* and its width

ten cubits.”
3Then he said tome, “This is the curse that goes out over the surface of the

whole land, for everyonewho steals shall be cut offaccording to it on theone
side; and everyone who swears falsely shall be cut off according to it on the
other side.

4 I will cause it to go out,” says the LORD of Armies, “and it will enter into
the house of the thief, and into the house of him who swears falsely by my
name; and it will remain in the middle of his house, and will destroy it with
its timber and its stones.”

5 Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, “Lift
up now your eyes and see what this is that is appearing.”

6 I said, “What is it?”
He said, “This is the ephah† basket that is appearing.” He said moreover,

“This is their appearance in all the land—
7 and behold, a lead cover weighing one talent‡ was lifted up—and there

was a woman sitting in themiddle of the ephah§ basket.”
8He said, “This isWickedness;” and he threw her down into themiddle of

the ephah basket; and he threw the lead weight on its mouth.
9 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and behold, there were two women;

and the wind was in their wings. Now they had wings like the wings of a
stork, and they lifted up the ephah basket between earth and the sky.

10Then I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are these carrying
the ephah basket?”

11He said to me, “To build her a house in the land of Shinar. When it is
prepared, she will be set there in her own place.”

6
1 Again I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and behold, four chariots came

out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of
bronze.

2 In the first chariot were red horses. In the second chariot were black
horses.

3 In the third chariot were white horses. In the fourth chariot were
dappled horses, all of them powerful.

4Then I asked the angel who talked withme, “What are these, my lord?”
* 4:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 5:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the
middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. † 5:6 An ephah
is a measure of volume of about 22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or about 2/3 of a bushel. ‡ 5:7 A talent
is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. § 5:7 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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5 The angel answered me, “These are the four winds of the sky, which go
out from standing before the Lord of all the earth.

6 The one with the black horses goes out toward the north country; and
the white went out after them; and the dappled went out toward the south
country.”

7 The strong went out, and sought to go that they might walk back and
forth through the earth. He said, “Go around and through the earth!” So
they walked back and forth through the earth.

8 Then he called to me, and spoke to me, saying, “Behold, those who go
toward the north country have quietedmy spirit in the north country.”

9The LORD’s word came tome, saying,
10 “Take of themof the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah;

and come the sameday, and go into thehouse of Josiah the sonof Zephaniah,
where they have come from Babylon.

11Yes, take silver and gold, andmake crowns, and set them on the head of
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest;

12 and speak to him, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies says, “Behold, the man
whosename is theBranch! Hewill growupout of his place; andhewill build
the LORD’s temple.

13Hewill build the LORD’s temple. He will bear the glory, and will sit and
rule on his throne. He will be a priest on his throne. The counsel of peace
will be between them both.

14The crowns shall be to Helem, to Tobijah, to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son
of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the LORD’s temple.

15Thosewhoare faroffshall comeandbuild in theLORD’s temple; andyou
shall know that the LORD of Armies has sent me to you. This will happen, if
you will diligently obey the LORD your God’s voice.” ’ ”*

7
1 In the fourth year of King Darius, the LORD’s word came to Zechariah in

the fourth day of the ninthmonth, the month of Chislev.
2 The people of Bethel sent Sharezer and RegemMelech and their men to

entreat the LORD’s favor,
3and to speak to the priests of the house of the LORD of Armies and to the

prophets, saying, “Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I
have done these somany years?”

4Then the word of the LORD of Armies came tome, saying,
5 “Speak to all the people of the land and to the priests, saying, ‘When you

fasted andmourned in the fifth and in the seventh month for these seventy
years, did you at all fast to me, really to me?

6Whenyoueatandwhenyoudrink, don’t youeat foryourselvesanddrink
for yourselves?

7 Aren’t these the words which the LORD proclaimed by the former
prophets when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and its cities
around her, and the South and the lowland were inhabited?’ ”

8The LORD’s word came to Zechariah, saying,
9 “Thus has the LORD of Armies spoken, saying, ‘Execute true judgment,

and show kindness and compassion everyman to his brother.

* 6:15 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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10Don’t oppress thewidow, the fatherless, the foreigner, nor the poor; and
let none of you devise evil against his brother in your heart.’

11But theyrefused to listen, and turned theirbacks, andstopped their ears,
that theymight not hear.

12Yes, theymade their hearts as hard as flint, lest theymight hear the law
and thewordswhich theLORDofArmieshad sent byhis Spirit by the former
prophets. Therefore great wrath came from the LORD of Armies.

13 It has come to pass that, as he called and they refused to listen, so they
will call and I will not listen,” said the LORD of Armies;

14 “but I will scatter them with a whirlwind among all the nations which
they have not known. Thus the landwas desolate after them, so that noman
passed through nor returned; for theymade the pleasant land desolate.”

8
1The word of the LORD of Armies came tome.
2The LORD of Armies says: “I am jealous for Zionwith great jealousy, and

I am jealous for her with great wrath.”
3The LORD says: “I have returned to Zion, and will dwell in the middle of

Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called ‘The City of Truth;’ and themountain of
the LORD of Armies, ‘The Holy Mountain.’ ”

4 The LORD of Armies says: “Old men and old women will again dwell in
the streets of Jerusalem, everymanwithhis staff inhis handbecause of their
old age.

5The streets of the city will be full of boys and girls playing in its streets.”
6The LORDof Armies says: “If it ismarvelous in the eyes of the remnant of

this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my eyes?” says the
LORD of Armies.

7 The LORD of Armies says: “Behold, I will save my people from the east
country and from the west country.

8 I will bring them, and they will dwell within Jerusalem. They will be my
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.”

9 The LORD of Armies says: “Let your hands be strong, you who hear in
these days thesewords from themouth of the prophets whowere in the day
that the foundation of the house of the LORD of Armies was laid, even the
temple, that it might be built.

10 For before those days there was no wages for man nor any wages for
an animal, neither was there any peace to him who went out or came in,
because of the adversary. For I set all men everyone against his neighbor.

11Butnow Iwill not be to the remnant of this people as in the formerdays,”
says the LORD of Armies.

12 “For the seed of peace and the vine will yield its fruit, and the ground
will give its increase, and the heavens will give their dew. I will cause the
remnant of this people to inherit all these things.

13 It shall come to pass that, as youwere a curse among the nations, house
of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you, and you shall be a blessing.
Don’t be afraid. Let your hands be strong.”

14 For the LORD of Armies says: “As I thought to do evil to you when
your fathers provokedme to wrath,” says the LORD of Armies, “and I didn’t
repent,
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15 so again I have thought in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the
house of Judah. Don’t be afraid.

16 These are the things that you shall do: speak every man the truth with
his neighbor. Execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates,

17 and let none of you devise evil in your hearts against his neighbor, and
love no false oath; for all these are things that I hate,” says the LORD.

18The word of the LORD of Armies came tome.
19 The LORD of Armies says: “The fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh, and

tenth months shall be for the house of Judah joy, gladness, and cheerful
feasts. Therefore love truth and peace.”

20 The LORD of Armies says: “Many peoples and the inhabitants of many
cities will yet come.

21 The inhabitants of one will go to another, saying, ‘Let’s go speedily to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORDof Armies. Iwill go also.’

22 Yes, many peoples and strong nations will come to seek the LORD of
Armies in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.”

23TheLORDofArmies says: “In thosedays, tenmenoutofall the languages
of the nations will take hold of the skirt of himwho is a Jew, saying, ‘Wewill
go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’ ”

9
1A revelation.

The LORD’s word is against the land of Hadrach,
and will rest upon Damascus—

for the eye of man
and of all the tribes of Israel is toward the LORD—

2and Hamath, also, which borders on it,
Tyre and Sidon, because they are very wise.

3Tyre built herself a stronghold,
and heaped up silver like the dust,
and fine gold like themire of the streets.

4Behold, the Lord will dispossess her,
and he will strike her power in the sea;
and she will be devoured with fire.

5Ashkelon will see it, and fear;
Gaza also, and will writhe in agony;
as will Ekron, for her expectation will be disappointed;
and the king will perish from Gaza,
and Ashkelon will not be inhabited.

6Foreigners will dwell in Ashdod,
and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.

7 I will take away his blood out of his mouth,
and his abominations from between his teeth;

and he also will be a remnant for our God;
and he will be as a chieftain in Judah,
and Ekron as a Jebusite.

8 I will encamp aroundmy house against the army,
that no one pass through or return;
and no oppressor will pass through them anymore:
for now I have seen withmy eyes.
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9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King comes to you!
He is righteous, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding on a donkey,
even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem.

The battle bowwill be cut off;
and he will speak peace to the nations.

His dominion will be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11As for you also,
because of the blood of your covenant,
I have set free your prisoners from the pit in which is no water.

12Turn to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope!
Even today I declare that I will restore double to you.

13For indeed I bend Judah as a bow for me.
I have loaded the bowwith Ephraim.

I will stir up your sons, Zion,
against your sons, Greece,
and will make you like the sword of a mighty man.

14The LORDwill be seen over them.
His arrowwill flash like lightning.

The Lord GODwill blow the trumpet,
and will go with whirlwinds of the south.

15The LORD of Armies will defend them.
They will destroy and overcomewith sling stones.

They will drink, and roar as through wine.
They will be filled like bowls,
like the corners of the altar.

16The LORD their God will save them in that day as the flock of his people;
for they are like the jewels of a crown,
lifted on high over his land.

17For how great is his goodness,
and how great is his beauty!

Grain will make the youngmen flourish,
and newwine the virgins.

10
1Ask of the LORD rain in the spring time,

the LORDwhomakes storm clouds,
and he gives rain showers to everyone for the plants in the field.

2For the teraphim* have spoken vanity,
and the diviners have seen a lie;
and they have told false dreams.

They comfort in vain.
* 10:2 teraphimwere household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the
household property.



Zechariah 10:3 1245 Zechariah 11:2

Therefore they go their way like sheep.
They are oppressed, because there is no shepherd.

3My anger is kindled against the shepherds,
and I will punish themale goats,
for the LORD of Armies has visited his flock, the house of Judah,
and will make them as his majestic horse in the battle.

4From himwill come the cornerstone,
from him the tent peg,
from him the battle bow,
from him every ruler together.
5They will be as mighty men,
treading downmuddy streets in the battle.

They will fight, because the LORD is with them.
The riders on horses will be confounded.

6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah,
and I will save the house of Joseph.

I will bring them back,
for I havemercy on them.

They will be as though I had not cast them off,
for I am the LORD their God, and I will hear them.

7Ephraimwill be like amighty man,
and their heart will rejoice as through wine.

Yes, their children will see it and rejoice.
Their heart will be glad in the LORD.

8 I will signal for them and gather them,
for I have redeemed them.
They will increase as they were before.

9 I will sow them among the peoples.
They will rememberme in far countries.
They will live with their children andwill return.

10 I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt,
and gather them out of Assyria.

I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon;
and there won’t be room enough for them.

11Hewill pass through the sea of affliction,
and will strike the waves in the sea,
and all the depths of the Nile will dry up;
and the pride of Assyria will be brought down,
and the scepter of Egypt will depart.

12 I will strengthen them in the LORD.
They will walk up and down in his name,” says the LORD.

11
1Open your doors, Lebanon,

that the firemay devour your cedars.
2Wail, cypress tree, for the cedar has fallen,

because the stately ones are destroyed.
Wail, you oaks of Bashan,

for the strong forest has come down.
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3A voice of the wailing of the shepherds!
For their glory is destroyed—a voice of the roaring of young lions!
For the pride of the Jordan is ruined.

4The LORDmy God says: “Feed the flock of slaughter.
5 Their buyers slaughter them and go unpunished. Those who sell them

say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I am rich;’ and their own shepherds don’t pity
them.

6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land,” says the LORD; “but,
behold, I will deliver every one of themen into his neighbor’s hand and into
the hand of his king. They will strike the land, and out of their hand I will
not deliver them.”

7 So I fed the flock to be slaughtered, especially the oppressed of the flock.
I took for myself two staffs. The one I called “Favor” and the other I called
“Union”, and I fed the flock.

8 I cut off the three shepherds in one month; for my soul was weary of
them, and their soul also loathedme.

9Then I said, “Iwill not feed you. Thatwhich dies, let it die; and thatwhich
is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let those who are left eat each other’s
flesh.”

10 I took my staff Favor and cut it apart, that I might break my covenant
that I hadmade with all the peoples.

11 It was broken in that day; and thus the poor of the flock that listened to
me knew that it was the LORD’s word.

12 I said to them, “If you think it best, give me my wages; and if not, keep
them.” So they weighed for mywages thirty pieces of silver.

13The LORD said tome, “Throw it to the potter—the handsome price that I
was valued at by them!” I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to
the potter in the LORD’s house.

14 Then I cut apart my other staff, Union, that I might break the brother-
hood between Judah and Israel.

15 The LORD said to me, “Take for yourself yet again the equipment of a
foolish shepherd.

16 For, behold, I will raise up a shepherd in the land who will not visit
those who are cut off, neither will seek those who are scattered, nor heal
that which is broken, nor feed that which is sound; but he will eat the meat
of the fat sheep, and will tear their hoofs in pieces.

17Woe to the worthless shepherd who leaves the flock! The sword will
strike his arm and his right eye. His arm will be completely withered, and
his right eye will be totally blinded!”

12
1 A revelation of the LORD’s word concerning Israel: The LORD, who

stretches out the heavens and lays the foundation of the earth, and forms
the spirit of manwithin him says:

2 “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling to all the surrounding
peoples, and it will also be on Judah in the siege against Jerusalem.

3 It will happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a burdensome
stone for all the peoples. All who burden themselves with it will be severely
wounded, and all the nations of the earth will be gathered together against
it.



Zechariah 12:4 1247 Zechariah 13:6

4 In that day,” says the LORD, “I will strike every horse with terror and his
riderwithmadness. Iwill openmyeyeson thehouseof Judah, andwill strike
every horse of the peoples with blindness.

5 The chieftains of Judah will say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of
Jerusalem aremy strength in the LORD of Armies their God.’

6 In that day I will make the chieftains of Judah like a pan of fire among
wood, and like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will devour all the
surrounding peoples on the right hand and on the left; and Jerusalem will
yet again dwell in their own place, even in Jerusalem.

7The LORD also will save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of David’s
house and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem not bemagnified above
Judah.

8 In that day the LORDwill defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Hewho is
feeble among them at that day will be like David, and David’s house will be
like God, like the LORD’s angel before them.

9 It will happen in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem.

10 I will pour on David’s house and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the
spirit of grace and of supplication. They will look to me* whom they have
pierced; and they shall mourn for him as one mourns for his only son, and
will grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for his firstborn.

11 In that day there will be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

12 The land will mourn, every family apart; the family of David’s house
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and
their wives apart;

13 the family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family
of the Shimeites apart, and their wives apart;

14all the families who remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.

13
1 “In that day there will be a fountain opened to David’s house and to the

inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.
2 It will come to pass in that day, says the LORD of Armies, that I will cut

off the names of the idols out of the land, and they will be remembered no
more. I will also cause the prophets and the spirit of impurity to pass out of
the land.

3 It will happen that when anyone still prophesies, then his father and his
mother who bore himwill tell him, ‘Youmust die, because you speak lies in
the LORD’s name;’ andhis father andhismotherwhobore himwill stab him
when he prophesies.

4 It will happen in that day that the prophets will each be ashamed of his
vision when he prophesies; they won’t wear a hairy mantle to deceive,

5 but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for I have
beenmade a bondservant frommy youth.’

6One will say to him, ‘What are these wounds between your arms?’ Then
hewill answer, ‘Thosewithwhich Iwaswounded in thehouseofmy friends.’
* 12:10 After “me”, theHebrewhas the two letters “AlephTav” (thefirst and last letters of theHebrew
alphabet), not as a word, but as a grammatical marker.
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7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd,
and against the manwho is close to me,” says the LORD of Armies.

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered;
and I will turnmy hand against the little ones.

8 It shall happen that in all the land,” says the LORD,
“two parts in it will be cut off and die;
but the third will be left in it.

9 I will bring the third part into the fire,
and will refine them as silver is refined,
and will test them like gold is tested.

They will call onmy name, and I will hear them.
I will say, ‘It is my people;’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’ ”

14
1 Behold, a day of the LORD comes, when your plunder will be divided

within you.
2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city will

be taken, the houses rifled, and the women ravished. Half of the city will go
out into captivity, and the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.

3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as when he
fought in the day of battle.

4 His feet will stand in that day on the Mount of Olives, which is before
Jerusalem on the east; and theMount of Olives will be split in two from east
to west, making a very great valley. Half of the mountain will move toward
the north, and half of it toward the south.

5 You shall flee by the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the
mountains shall reach to Azel. Yes, you shall flee, just like you fled from
before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. The LORD my
Godwill come, and all the holy ones with you.*

6 It will happen in that day that there will not be light, cold, or frost.
7 It will be a unique day which is known to the LORD—not day, and not

night; but it will come to pass that at evening time there will be light.
8 It will happen in that day that living waters will go out from Jerusalem,

half of them toward the eastern sea, and half of them toward the western
sea. It will be so in summer and in winter.

9 The LORD will be King over all the earth. In that day the LORD will be
one, and his name one.

10All the land will be made like the Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south
of Jerusalem; and she will be lifted up and will dwell in her place, from
Benjamin’s gate to the place of the first gate, to the corner gate, and from
the tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses.

11Menwill dwell therein, and there will be no more curse; but Jerusalem
will dwell safely.

12 This will be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the peoples
who have fought against Jerusalem: their flesh will consume away while
they stand on their feet, and their eyes will consume away in their sockets,
and their tongue will consume away in their mouth.

* 14:5 Septuagint reads “him” instead of “you”.
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13 Itwill happen in thatday that agreatpanic fromtheLORDwill beamong
them; and theywill eachseize thehandofhisneighbor, andhishandwill rise
up against the hand of his neighbor.

14 Judah alsowill fight at Jerusalem; and thewealth of all the surrounding
nations will be gathered together: gold, silver, and clothing, in great abun-
dance.

15Aplague like thiswill fall on the horse, on themule, on the camel, on the
donkey, and on all the animals that will be in those camps.

16 It will happen that everyone who is left of all the nations that came
against Jerusalemwill goup fromyear to year toworship theKing, theLORD
of Armies, and to keep the feast of booths.

17 It will be that whoever of all the families of the earth doesn’t go up to
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of Armies, on them there will be
no rain.

18 If the family of Egypt doesn’t go up and doesn’t come, neitherwill it rain
on them. Thiswill be the plaguewithwhich the LORDwill strike the nations
that don’t go up to keep the feast of booths.

19 This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the
nations that don’t go up to keep the feast of booths.

20 In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO
THE LORD”; and the pots in the LORD’s house will be like the bowls before
the altar.

21 Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the LORD of
Armies; and all those who sacrifice will come and take of them, and cook
in them. In that day there will no longer be a Canaanite† in the house of the
LORD of Armies.

† 14:21 or, merchant
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The Book of
Malachi

1A revelation, the LORD’s* word to Israel byMalachi.
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD.
Yet you say, “How have you loved us?”
“Wasn’t Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the LORD, “Yet I loved Jacob;
3 but Esau I hated, and made his mountains a desolation, and gave his

heritage to the jackals of the wilderness.”
4Whereas Edom says, “We are beaten down, but wewill return and build

thewasteplaces,” theLORDofArmies says, “Theyshallbuild, but Iwill throw
down; and men will call them ‘The Wicked Land,’ even the people against
whom the LORD shows wrath forever.”

5Your eyeswill see, and youwill say, “The LORD is great—even beyond the
border of Israel!”

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, then
where ismy honor? And if I amamaster, where is the respect dueme?” says
the LORD of Armies to you priests who despise my name. “You say, ‘How
have we despised your name?’

7 You offer polluted bread on my altar. You say, ‘How have we polluted
you?’ In that you say, ‘The LORD’s table is contemptible.’

8Whenyouoffer the blind for sacrifice, isn’t that evil? Andwhenyouoffer
the lame and sick, isn’t that evil? Present it now to your governor! Will he be
pleasedwith you? Orwill he accept your person?” says the LORD of Armies.

9 “Now, please entreat the favor of God,† that he may be gracious to us.
With this, will he accept any of you?” says the LORD of Armies.

10 “Oh that therewere one among youwhowould shut the doors, that you
might not kindle fire onmyaltar in vain! I have no pleasure in you,” says the
LORD of Armies, “neither will I accept an offering at your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun even to its going down, my name is great
among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name,
and a pure offering; formyname is great among the nations,” says the LORD
of Armies.

12 “But you profane it when you say, ‘The LORD’s table is polluted, and its
fruit, even its food, is contemptible.’

13 You say also, ‘Behold,‡ what a weariness it is!’ And you have sniffed at
it”, says theLORDofArmies; “andyouhavebrought thatwhichwas takenby
violence, the lame, and the sick; thus you bring the offering. Should I accept
this at your hand?” says the LORD.

14 “But the deceiver is cursed who has in his flock a male, and vows and
sacrifices to theLord§adefective thing; for I amagreatKing,” says theLORD
of Armies, “andmy name is awesome among the nations.”
* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is
ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). ‡ 1:13 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection. § 1:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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2
1 “Now, you priests, this commandment is for you.
2 If you will not listen, and if you will not take it to heart, to give glory to

my name,” says the LORD of Armies, “then I will send the curse on you, and
I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have cursed them already, because you
do not take it to heart.

3Behold, Iwill rebukeyouroffspring,* andwill spreaddungonyour faces,
even the dung of your feasts; and you will be taken awaywith it.

4 You will know that I have sent this commandment to you, that my
covenant may be with Levi,” says the LORD of Armies.

5 “Mycovenantwaswith himof life andpeace; and I gave them tohim that
hemight be reverent towardme; andhewas reverent towardme, and stood
in awe of my name.

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found
in his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many
away from iniquity.

7For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law
at his mouth; for he is themessenger of the LORD of Armies.

8 But you have turned away from the path. You have caused many to
stumble in the law. Youhave corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the LORD
of Armies.

9 “Therefore I have also made you contemptible and wicked before all
the people, according to the way you have not kept my ways, but have had
respect for persons in the law.

10Don’t we all have one father? Hasn’t one God created us? Why do we
deal treacherously every man against his brother, profaning the covenant
of our fathers?

11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in
Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the holiness of the LORD
which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god.

12 The LORD will cut off the man who does this, him who wakes and him
who answers, out of the tents of Jacob and himwho offers an offering to the
LORD of Armies.

13 “This again youdo: you cover the LORD’s altarwith tears, withweeping,
and with sighing, because he doesn’t regard the offering any more, neither
receives it with good will at your hand.

14Yetyousay, ‘Why?’ Because theLORDhasbeenwitnessbetweenyouand
the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though
she is your companion and the wife of your covenant.

15Didhenotmake youone, althoughhehad the residue of the Spirit? Why
one? He sought godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let
no one deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.

16One who hates and divorces”, says the LORD, the God of Israel, “covers
his garment with violence!” says the LORD of Armies. “Therefore pay
attention to your spirit, that you don’t be unfaithful.

17Youhavewearied the LORDwith yourwords. Yet you say, ‘Howhavewe
wearied him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyonewho does evil is good in the LORD’s
sight, and he delights in them;’ or ‘Where is the God of justice?’
* 2:3 or, seed
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3
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me!

The Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to his temple. Behold, the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, is coming!” says the LORD of
Armies.

2 “Butwho can endure the day of his coming? Andwhowill standwhenhe
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like launderers’ soap;

3 and he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
sons of Levi, and refine them as gold and silver; and they shall offer to the
LORD offerings in righteousness.

4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalemwill be pleasant to the LORD as
in the days of old and as in ancient years.

5 I will come near to you to judgment. I will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against the perjurers, and against those
who oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and
who deprive the foreigner of justice, and don’t fear me,” says the LORD of
Armies.

6 “For I, the LORD, don’t change; therefore you, sons of Jacob, are not
consumed.

7Fromthedays of your fathers youhave turnedaway frommyordinances
and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the
LORD of Armies. “But you say, ‘How shall we return?’

8Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed
you?’ In tithes and offerings.

9You are cursed with the curse; for you robme, even this whole nation.
10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my

house, and test me now in this,” says the LORD of Armies, “if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there will not
be enough room for.

11 I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before its time in
the field,” says the LORD of Armies.

12 “All nations shall call you blessed, for youwill be a delightful land,” says
the LORD of Armies.

13 “Your words have been harsh against me,” says the LORD. “Yet you say,
‘What have we spoken against you?’

14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God,’ and ‘What profit is it thatwe have
followed his instructions and that we have walked mournfully before the
LORD of Armies?

15Nowwe call the proud happy; yes, thosewhoworkwickedness are built
up; yes, they tempt God, and escape.’

16Then thosewho feared the LORD spoke onewith another; and the LORD
listened and heard, and a book ofmemorywaswritten before him for those
who feared the LORD andwho honored his name.

17They shall bemine,” says theLORDofArmies, “myownpossession in the
day that I make. I will spare them, as a man spares his own son who serves
him.

18 Then you shall return and discern between the righteous and the
wicked, between himwho serves God and himwho doesn’t serve him.
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4
1 “For behold, the day comes, burning like a furnace, when all the proud

and all who work wickedness will be stubble. The day that comes will burn
them up,” says the LORD of Armies, “so that it will leave them neither root
nor branch.

2 But to you who fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with
healing in its wings. You will go out and leap like calves of the stall.

3 You shall tread down the wicked; for they will be ashes under the soles
of your feet in the day that I make,” says the LORD of Armies.

4 “Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded to him in
Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and ordinances.

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible
day of the LORD comes.

6Hewill turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”
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Tobit
Tobit is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic,

Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
1The book of the words of Tobit, the son of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the

son of Aduel, the son of Gabael, of the seed of Asiel, of the tribe of Naphtali;
2who in the days of Enemessar* king of the Assyrians was carried away

captive out of Thisbe, which is on the right hand of Kedesh Naphtali in
Galilee above Asher.

3 I, Tobit walked in the ways of truth and righteousness all the days of my
life, and I didmany almsdeeds tomykindred andmynation,whowentwith
me into the land of the Assyrians, to Nineveh.

4 When I was in my own country, in the land of Israel, while I was yet
young, all the tribe of Naphtali my father fell away from the house of
Jerusalem, which was chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that all the tribes
should sacrifice there, and the temple of the habitation of theMostHighwas
hallowed and built therein for all ages.

5All the tribes which fell away together sacrificed to the heifer Baal, and
so did the house of Naphtali my father.

6 I alonewent often to Jerusalemat the feasts, as it has been ordained to all
Israel by an everlasting decree, having the first fruits and the tenths of my
increase, and that which was first shorn; and I gave them at the altar to the
priests the sons of Aaron.

7 I gave a tenth part of all my increase to the sons of Levi, whoministered
at Jerusalem. A second tenth part I sold away, and went, and spent it each
year at Jerusalem.

8A third tenth I gave to them to whom it was appropriate, as Deborahmy
father’s mother had commanded me, because I was left an orphan by my
father.

9When I became aman, I took as wife Anna of the seed of our own family.
With her, I became the father of Tobias.

10When I was carried away captive to Nineveh, all my kindred and my
relatives ate of the bread of the Gentiles;

11but I kept myself from eating,
12because I remembered Godwith all my soul.
13 So the Most High gave me grace and favor† in the sight of Enemessar,

and I was his purchasing agent.
14And I went intoMedia, and left ten talents of silver in trust with Gabael,

the brother of Gabrias, at Rages of Media.
15 And when Enemessar was dead, Sennacherib his son reigned in his

place. In his time, the highways were troubled,‡ and I could no longer go
into Media.

16 In the days of Enemessar, I did many alms deeds to my kindred: I gave
my bread to the hungry,

17andmy garments to the naked. If I sawany ofmy race dead, and thrown
out on§ the wall of Ninevah, I buried him.
* 1:2 That is, Shalmaneser. Compare 2 Kings 17:3, 23. † 1:13 Gr. beauty. ‡ 1:15 Gr. his
highways were troubled. § 1:17 Some ancient authorities read behind.
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18 If Sennacherib the king killed any, when he came fleeing from Judea, I
buried them privately; for in his wrath he killedmany; and the bodies were
sought for by the king, and were not found.

19 But one of the Ninevites went and showed to the king concerning me,
how I buried them, and hid myself; and when I knew that I was sought for
to be put to death, I withdrewmyself for fear.

20And all my goods were forcibly taken away, and there was nothing left
to me, savemywife Anna andmy son Tobias.

21Nomore thanfiftyfivedayspassedbefore twoofhis sonskilledhim, and
they fled into themountains of Ararat. And Sarchedonus* his son reigned in
his place; and he appointed Achiacharusmy brother Anael’s son over all the
accounts of his kingdom, and over all his affairs.

22 Achiacharus requested me, and I came to Nineveh. Now Achiacharus
was cupbearer, keeper of the signet, steward, and overseer of the accounts.
Sarchedonus appointed him next to himself, but he wasmy brother’s son.

2
1Now when I had come home again, and my wife Anna was restored to

me, and my son Tobias, in the feast of Pentecost, which is the holy feast of
the seven weeks, there was a good dinner prepared for me, and I sat down
to eat.

2 I saw abundance of meat, and I said to my son, “Go and bring whatever
poorman youfind of our kindred, who ismindful of the Lord. Behold, I wait
for you.”

3 Then he came, and said, “Father, one of our race is strangled, and has
been cast out in themarketplace.”

4Before Ihad tastedanything, I sprangup, and tookhimup intoa chamber
until the sun had set.

5Then I returned, washedmyself, ate my bread in heaviness,
6and remembered the prophecy of Amos, as he said,

✡“Your feasts will be turned into mourning,
and all yourmirth into lamentation.

7 So I wept: and when the sun had set, I went and dug a grave, and buried
him.

8 My neighbors mocked me, and said, “He is no longer afraid to be put
to death for this matter; and yet he fled away. Behold, he buries the dead
again.”

9The same night I returned from burying him, and slept by thewall of my
courtyard, being polluted; andmy face was uncovered.

10 I didn’t know that there were sparrows in the wall. My eyes were
open and the sparrows dropped warm dung into my eyes, and white films
came over my eyes. I went to the physicians, and they didn’t help me; but
Achiacharus nourishedme, until I went* into Elymais.

11Mywife Anna wove cloth in the women’s chambers,
12andsent theworkback to theowners. Theyon theirpartpaidherwages,

and also gave her a kid.

* 1:21 That is, Esar-haddon, and so in verse 22. ✡ 2:6 Amos 8:10 * 2:10 Some authorities read
until he went.
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13But when it came to my house, it began to cry, and I said to her, “Where
did this kid come from? Is it stolen? Give it back to the owners; for it is not
lawful to eat anything that is stolen.”

14But she said, “It has been given to me for a gift more than the wages.”
I didn’t believe her, and I asked her to return it to the owners; and I was

ashamed of her.
But she answered and said to me, “Where are your alms and your

righteous deeds? Behold, you and all your works are known.†”
3

1 I was grieved andwept, and prayed in sorrow, saying,
2 “O Lord, you are righteous, and all your works and all your ways are

mercy and truth, and you judge true and righteous judgment forever.
3Remember me, and look at me. Don’t take vengeance on me for my sins

andmy ignorances, and the sins of my fathers who sinned before you.
4 For they disobeyed your commandments. You gave us as plunder, for

captivity, for death, and for a proverb of reproach to all the nations among
whomwe are dispersed.

5Now your judgments are many and true, that you should deal with me
according tomy sins and the sins ofmy fathers, becausewe didn’t keep your
commandments, for we didn’t walk in truth before you.

6 Now deal with me according to that which is pleasing in your sight.
Commandmy spirit to be taken fromme, that Imaybe released, andbecome
earth. For it is more profitable for me to die rather than to live, because I
have heard false reproaches, and there is much sorrow in me. Command
that I be released from my distress, now, and go to the everlasting place.
Don’t turn your face away fromme.”

7 The same day it happened to Sarah the daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana
of Media, that she also was reproached by her father’s maidservants;

8because that she had been given to seven husbands, and Asmodaeus the
evil spirit* killed them, before they had lain with her. And they said to her,
“Do you not know that you strangle your husbands? You have had already
seven husbands, and you haven’t borne the name of any one of them.

9Why do you scourge us? If they are dead, go yourwayswith them. Let us
never see either son or daughter from you.”

10When she heard these things, she was grieved exceedingly, so that she
thought about hanging herself. Then she said, “I am the only daughter ofmy
father. If I do this, it will be a reproach to him, and I will bring down his old
age with sorrow to the grave.†”

11Then she prayed by the window, and said, “Blessed are you, O Lord my
God, and blessed is your holy and honorable name forever! Let all your
works praise you forever!

12And now, Lord, I have set my eyes andmy face toward you.
13 Command that I be released from the earth, and that I no longer hear

reproach.
14You know, Lord, that I am pure from all sin withman,
15and that I never pollutedmy name or the name ofmy father in the land

ofmy captivity. I am the only daughter ofmy father, and he has no child that

† 2:14 Gr. all things are knownwith you. * 3:8 Gr. demon. † 3:10 Gr. Hades.



Tobit 3:16 1257 Tobit 4:14

will behis heir, nor brothernearhim, nor sonbelonging tohim, that I should
keep myself for a wife to him. Seven husbands of mine are dead already.
Why should I live? If it doesn’t please you to kill me, command some regard
to be had of me, and pity taken of me, and that I hear nomore reproach.”

16The prayer of both was heard before the glory of the great God.
17 Raphael also was sent to heal them both, to scale away the white films

from Tobit’s eyes, and to give Sarah the daughter of Raguel for a wife to
Tobias the son of Tobit; and to bind Asmodaeus the evil spirit‡; because
it belonged to Tobias that he should inherit her. At that very time, Tobit
returned and entered into his house, and Sarah the daughter of Raguel came
down from her upper chamber.

4
1 In that day Tobit remembered themoney which he had left in trust with

Gabael in Rages of Media,
2 and he said to himself, I have asked for death; why do I not call my son

Tobias, that I may explain to him about themoney before I die?
3And he called him, and said,
“My child, if I die, bury me. Don’t despise your mother. Honor her all the

days of your life, and do that which is pleasing to her, and don’t grieve her.
4Remember, my child, that she has seenmany dangers for you, when you

were in her womb. When she is dead, bury her byme in one grave.
5My child, bemindful of the Lord our God all your days, and don’t let your

will be set to sin and to transgress his commandments: do righteousness all
the days of your life, and don’t follow the ways of unrighteousness.

6For if you do what is true, your deeds will prosperously succeed for you,
and for all those who do righteousness.

7Give alms fromyour possessions. When you give alms, don’t let your eye
be envious. Don’t turn away your face from any poor man, and the face of
God won’t be turned away from you.

8As your possessions are, give alms of it according to your abundance. If
you have little, don’t be afraid to give alms according to that little;

9 for you lay up a good treasure for yourself against the day of necessity;
10because alms-giving delivers fromdeath, and doesn’t allow you to come

into darkness.
11Alms is a good gift in the sight of the Most High for all that give it.
12 Beware, my child, of all fornication, and take first a wife of the seed of

your fathers. Don’t take a strange wife, who is not of your father’s tribe; for
we are the descendants of the prophets. Remember, my child, that Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, our fathers of old time, all took wives of their
kindred, and were blessed in their children, and their seed will inherit the
land.

13Andnow,my child, love your kindred, anddon’t scorn your kindred and
the sons and the daughters of your people in your heart, to take a wife of
them; for in scornfulness is destruction andmuch trouble, and in idleness is
decay and great lack; for idleness is themother of famine.

14 Don’t let the wages of any man who works for you wait with you, but
give it to him out of hand. If you serve God, youwill be rewarded. Take heed
to yourself, my child, in all your works, and be discreet in all your behavior.
‡ 3:17 Gr. demon.
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15 And what you yourself hate, do to no man. Don’t drink wine to
drunkenness, and don’t let drunkenness go with you on your way.

16Give of your bread to the hungry, and of your garments to thosewho are
naked. Give alms from all your abundance. Don’t let your eye be envious
when you give alms.

17 Pour out your bread on the burial* of the just, and give nothing to
sinners.

18 Ask counsel of every man who is wise, and don’t despise any counsel
that is profitable.

19 Bless the Lord your God at all times, and ask of him that your ways
may be made straight, and that all your paths and counsels may prosper;
for every nation has no counsel; but the Lord himself gives all good things,
and he humbles whomhewill, as hewill. And now,my child, remembermy
commandments, and let them not be blotted out of yourmind.

20And now I explain to you about the ten talents of silver, which I left in
trust with Gabael the son of Gabrias at Rages of Media.

21 And fear not, my child, because we are made poor. You have much
wealth, if you fearGod, anddepart fromall sin, anddo thatwhich is pleasing
in his sight.”

5
1 Then Tobias answered and said to him, “Father, I will do all things,

whatever you have commandedme.
2But how could I receive themoney, since I don’t know him?”
3He gave him the handwriting, and said to him, “Seek a man who will go

with you, and I will give himwages, while I still live; and go and receive the
money.”

4Hewent to seek aman, and found Raphael whowas an angel;
5 and he didn’t know it. He said to him, “Can I go with you to Rages of

Media? Do you know those places well?”
6 The angel said to him, “I will go with you. I know the way well. I have

lodged with our brother Gabael.”
7Tobias said to him, “Wait for me, and I will tell my father.”
8He said to him, “Go, and don’t wait. And hewent in and said to his father,

“Behold, I have found someone whowill go withme.”
But he said, “Call him to me, that I may know of what tribe he is, and

whether he be a trustworthyman to go with you.”
9 So he called him, and he came in, and they saluted one another.
10 And Tobit said to him, “Brother, of what tribe and of what family are

you? Tell me.”
11He said to him, “Do you seek a tribe and a family, or a hired man which

will go with your son?”
And Tobit said to him, “I want to know, brother, your kindred and your

name.”
12 And he said, “I am Azarias, the son of Ananias the great, of your

kindred.”
13Andhe said to him, “Welcome, brother. Don’t be angrywithme, because

I sought to knowyour tribe and family. You aremybrother, of an honest and
good lineage; for I knewAnanias and Jathan, the sons of Shemaiah the great,
when we went together to Jerusalem to worship, and offered the firstborn,
* 4:17 Or, tomb
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and the tenths of our increase; and they didn’t go astray in the error of our
kindred. My brother, you are of a great stock.

14 But tell me, what wages shall I give you? A drachma a day, and those
things that be necessary for you, as to my son?

15And moreover, if you both return safe and sound, I will add something
to your wages.”

16 And so they agreed. And he said to Tobias, “Prepare yourself for the
journey. May God prosper you.” So his son prepared what was needful for
the journey, and his father said to him, “Go with this man; but God, who
dwells in heaven, will prosper your journey. May his angel go with you.”
Then they both departed, and the youngman’s dog went with them.
17But Anna his mother wept, and said to Tobit, “Why have you sent away

our child? Isn’t he the staff of our hand, in going in and out before us?
18Don’t be greedy to addmoney tomoney; but let it be as refuse compared

to our child.
19For what the Lord has given us to live is enough for us.”
20Tobit said to her, “Don’t worry, my sister. He will return safe and sound,

and your eyes will see him.
21For a good angelwill gowith him. His journeywill be prospered, and he

will return safe and sound.”
22 So she stopped weeping.

6
1 Now as they went on their journey, they came at evening to the river

Tigris, and they lodged there.
2But the young man went down to wash himself, and a fish leaped out of

the river, and would have swallowed up the youngman.
3But the angel said to him, “Grab the fish!”
So the youngman grabbed the fish, and hauled it up onto the land.
4And the angel said to him, “Cut the fish open, and take the heart, the liver,

and the bile, and keep themwith you.”
5And the young man did as the angel commanded him; but they roasted

the fish, and ate it. And they both went on their way, till they drew near to
Ecbatana.

6 The young man said to the angel, “Brother Azarias, of what use is the
heart, the liver, and the bile of the fish?”

7He said to him, “About the heart and the liver: If a demon or an evil spirit
troubles anyone, we must burn those and make smoke of them before the
man or the woman, and the affliction will flee.

8 But as for the bile, it is good to anoint a man that has white films in his
eyes, and he will be healed.”

9But when they drew near to Rages,
10 the angel said to the young man, “Brother, today we will lodge with

Raguel. He is your kinsman. He has an only daughter named Sarah. I will
speak about her, that she should be given to you for a wife.

11For her inheritance belongs to you, and you only are of her kindred.
12 The maid is fair and wise. And now hear me, and I will speak to her

father. When we return from Rages we will celebrate the marriage; for I
know that Raguel may in no waymarry her to another according to the law
ofMoses, or else hewouldbe liable to death, because it belongs to you to take
the inheritance, rather than any other.”
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13 Then the young man said to the angel, “Brother Azarias, I have heard
that thismaid has been given to sevenmen, and that they all perished in the
bride-chamber.

14Now I am the only son of my father, and I am afraid, lest I go in and die,
even as those before me. For a demon loves her, which harms no man, but
those which come to her. Now I fear lest I die, and bringmy father’s andmy
mother’s life to the grave with sorrow because of me. They have no other
son to bury them.”

15But the angel said to him, “Don’t you remember the words which your
father commanded you, that you should take a wife of your own kindred?
Now hear me, brother; for she will be your wife. Don’t worry about the
demon; for this night she will be given you as wife.

16And when* you come into the bride-chamber, you shall take the ashes
of incense, and shall lay upon them some of the heart and liver of the fish,
and shall make smoke with them.

17The demonwill smell it, and flee away, and never come again anymore.
But when you go near to her, both of you rise up, and cry to God who is
merciful. He will save you, and have mercy on you. Don’t be afraid, for she
wasprepared for you from thebeginning; andyouwill saveher, and shewill
go with you. And I suppose that you will have children with her.”
When Tobias heard these things, he loved her, and his soul was strongly

joined to her.

7
1 They came to Ecbatana, and arrived at the house of Raguel. But Sarah

met them; and she greeted them, and they her. Then she brought them into
the house.

2Raguel said to Edna his wife, “This youngman really resembles Tobit my
cousin!”

3And Raguel asked them, “Where are you two from, kindred?”
They said to him, “We are of the sons of Naphtali, who are captives in

Nineveh.”
4He said to them, “Do you know Tobit our brother?”
They said, “We know him.”
Then he said to them, “Is he in good health?”
5 They said, “He is both alive, and in good health.” Tobias said, “He is my

father.”
6And Raguel sprang up, and kissed him, wept,
7 blessed him, and said to him, “You are the son of an honest and good

man.” When he had heard that Tobit had lost his sight, he was grieved, and
wept;

8 and Edna his wife and Sarah his daughter wept. They received them
gladly; and they killed a ram of the flock, and served themmeat.
But Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother Azarias, speak of those things of

which you talked about in the way, and let the matter be finished.”
9 So he communicated the thing to Raguel. Raguel said to Tobias, “Eat,

drink, andmakemerry:
10 for it belongs to you to takemy child. However I will tell you the truth.
11 I have givenmy child to sevenmen of our relatives, andwhenever they

came in to her, they died in the night. But for the present bemerry.”
* 6:16 Gr. if.
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And Tobias said, “I will taste nothing here, until you all make a covenant
and enter into that covenant withme.”

12Raguel said, “Takeher to yourself fromnowonaccording to custom. You
are her relative, and she is yours. Themerciful Godwill give all good success
to you.”

13And he called his daughter Sarah, and took her by the hand, and gave
her to be wife of Tobias, and said, “Behold, take her to yourself after the law
of Moses, and lead her away to your father.” And he blessed them.

14He called Edna his wife, then took a book, wrote a contract, and sealed
it.

15Then they began to eat.
16 And Raguel called his wife Edna, and said to her, “Sister, prepare the

other chamber, and bring her in there.”
17 She did as he asked her, and brought her in there. She wept, and she

received the tears of her daughter, and said to her,
18 “Be comforted, my child. May the Lord of heaven and earth give you

favor* for this your sorrow. Be comforted, my daughter.”

8
1When they had finished their supper, they brought Tobias in to her.
2But as hewent, he remembered thewords of Raphael, and took the ashes

of the incense, and put the heart and the liver of the fish on them, andmade
smoke with them.

3When the demon smelled that smell, it fled into the uppermost parts of
Egypt, and the angel bound him.

4 But after they were both shut in together, Tobias rose up from the bed,
and said, “Sister, arise, and let’s pray that the Lordmay havemercy on us.”

5 And Tobias began to say, “Blessed are you, O God of our fathers, and
blessed is your holy and glorious name forever. Let the heavens bless you,
and all your creatures.

6 You made Adam, and gave him Eve his wife for a helper and support.
From themcame the seedofmen. You said, it is not good that theman should
be alone. Let’s make him a helper like him.

7Andnow, O Lord, I take not thismy sister for lust, but in truth. Command
that I may findmercy and grow old with her.”

8 She said with him, “Amen.” And they both slept that night.
9Raguel arose, and went and dug a grave,
10 saying, “Lest he also should die.”
11And Raguel came into his house,
12 and said to Edna his wife, “Send one of the maidservants, and let them

see if he is alive. If not, we will bury him, and nomanwill know it.”
13So themaidservant opened the door, andwent in, and found them both

sleeping,
14and came out, and told them that he was alive.
15Then Raguel blessed God, saying, “Blessed are you, O God, with all pure

and holy blessing! Let your saints bless you, and all your creatures! Let all
your angels and your elect bless you forever!

* 7:18 Many ancient authorities read joy.
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16 Blessed are you, because you have made me glad; and it has not
happened tome as I suspected; but you have dealt with us according to your
great mercy.

17Blessed are you, because you have hadmercy on two that were the only
begotten children of their parents. Show them mercy, O Lord. Fulfill their
life in health with gladness andmercy.

18He commanded his servants to fill the grave.
19He kept the wedding feast for them fourteen days.
20Before thedays of thewedding feastwerefinished, Raguel sware tohim,

that he should not depart till the fourteen days of the wedding feast were
fulfilled;

21 and that then he should take half of his goods, and go in safety to his
father; and the rest, said he, whenmywife and I die.

9
1And Tobias called Raphael, and said to him,
2“BrotherAzarias, takewithyouaservantand twocamels, andgo toRages

of Media to Gabael, and receive the money for me, and bring him to the
wedding feast,

3because Raguel has sworn that I must not depart.
4My father counts the days; and if I wait long, he will be very grieved.
5 So Raphael went on his way, and lodged with Gabael, and gave him the

handwriting; so he brought forth the bagswith their seals, and gave them to
him.

6Then theyroseupearly in themorning together, andcame to thewedding
feast. Tobias blessed his wife.

10
1 Tobit his father counted every day. When the days of the journey were

expired, and they didn’t come,
2 he said, “Is he perchance detained?* Or is Gabael perchance dead, and

there is no one to give him themoney?”
3Hewas very grieved.
4 But his wife said to him, “The child has perished, seeing he waits long.”

She began to bewail him, and said,
5 “I care about nothing,† my child, since I have let you go, the light of my

eyes.”
6Tobit said to her, “Hold your peace. Don’t worry. He is in good health.”
7And she said to him, “Hold your peace. Don’t deceive me. My child has

perished.” And she went out every day into the way by which they went,
and ate no bread in the day-time, and didn’t stop bewailing her son Tobias
for whole nights, until the fourteen days of the wedding feast were expired,
which Raguel had sworn that he should spend there.
Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Sendme away, for my father andmymother

look nomore to see me.”
8 But his father-in-law said to him, “Stay with me, and I will send to your

father, and they will declare to him how things go with you.”
9Tobias said, “No. Sendme away tomy father.”

* 10:2 Manyancient authorities read “Are theyperchanceput to shame?” † 10:5 Someauthorities
read “Woe is me.”
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10Raguel arose, and gave him Sarah his wife, and half his goods, servants
and cattle andmoney;

11 and he blessed them, and sent them away, saying, “The God of heaven
will prosper you, my children, before I die.”

12Andhesaid tohisdaughter, “Honoryour father-in-lawandyourmother-
in-law. They are now your parents. Let me hear a good report of you.” Then
he kissed her.
Edna said to Tobias, “May the Lord of heaven restore you, dear brother,

and grant to me that I may see your children of my daughter Sarah, that I
may rejoice before the Lord. Behold, I commitmy daughter to you in special
trust. Don’t cause her grief.

11
1After these things Tobias alsowent his way, blessing God because he had

prospered his journey; and he blessed Raguel and Edna his wife. Then he
went on his way until they drew near to Nineveh.

2 Raphael said to Tobias, “Don’t you know, brother, how you left your
father?

3Let’s run forward before your wife, and prepare the house.
4 But take in your hand the bile of the fish.” So they went their way, and

the dog went after them.
5Anna sat looking around toward the path for her son.
6 She saw him coming, and said to his father, “Behold, your son is coming

with theman that went with him!”
7Raphael said, “I know, Tobias, that your father will open his eyes.
8Therefore anoint his eyeswith the bile, and being prickedwith it, hewill

rub, and will make the white films fall away. Then he will see you.”
9 Anna ran to him, and fell upon the neck of her son, and said to him, “I

have seen you, my child! I am ready to die.” They both wept.
10Tobit went toward the door and stumbled; but his son ran to him,
11 and took hold of his father. He rubbed the bile on his father’s eyes,

saying, “Cheer up, my father.”
12When his eyes began to hurt, he rubbed them.
13 Then the white films peeled away from the corners of his eyes; and he

saw his son, and fell upon his neck.
14He wept, and said, “Blessed are you, O God, and blessed is your name

forever! Blessed are all your holy angels!
15 For you scourged, and had mercy on me. Behold, I see my son Tobias.”

And his son went in rejoicing, and told his father the great things that had
happened to him inMedia.

16 Tobit went out to meet his daughter-in-law at the gate of Nineveh,
rejoicing and blessing God. Those who saw him go marveled, because he
had received his sight.

17Tobit gave thanks before them, because God had shownmercy on him.
When Tobit came near to Sarah his daughter-in-law, he blessed her, saying,
“Welcome, daughter! Blessed is Godwho has brought you to us, and blessed
are your father and your mother.” And there was joy among all his kindred
whowere at Nineveh.

18Achiacharus and Nasbas his brother’s son came.
19Tobias’ wedding feast was kept seven days with great gladness.
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12
1And Tobit called his son Tobias, and said to him, “See, my child, that the

manwhich went with you have his wages, and youmust give himmore.”
2 And he said to him, “Father, it is no harm to me to give him the half of

those things which I have brought;
3 for he has led me for you in safety, and he cured my wife, and brought

mymoney, and likewise cured you.”
4The oldman said, “It is due to him.”
5And he called the angel, and said to him, “Take half of all that you have

brought.”
6Thenhe called thembothprivately, and said to them, “BlessGod, andgive

himthanks, andmagnifyhim, andgivehimthanks in the sight of all that live,
for the things which he has done with you. It is good to bless God and exalt
his name, showing forth with honor theworks of God. Don’t be slack to give
him thanks.

7 It is good to conceal the secret of a king, but to reveal gloriously theworks
of God. Do good, and evil won’t find you.

8 Good is prayer with fasting, alms, and righteousness. A little with
righteousness is better than much with unrighteousness. It is better to give
alms than to lay up gold.

9Almsdelivers fromdeath, and itpurgesawayall sin. Thosewhogivealms
and do righteousness will be filled with life;

10but those who sin are enemies to their own life.
11Surely I will conceal nothing from you. I have said, ‘It is good to conceal

the secret of a king, but to reveal gloriously the works of God.’
12And now, when you prayed, and Sarah your daughter-in-law, I brought

the memorial of your prayer before the Holy One. When you buried the
dead, I was with you likewise.

13 And when you didn’t delay to rise up, and leave your dinner, that you
might go and cover the dead, your good deedwas not hidden fromme. Iwas
with you.

14And now God sent me to heal you and Sarah your daughter-in-law.
15 I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels which present the prayers of

the saints and go in before the glory of the Holy One.”
16 And they were both troubled, and fell upon their faces; for they were

afraid.
17And he said to them, “Don’t be afraid. You will all have peace; but bless

God forever.
18 For I came not of any favor of my own, but by the will of your God.

Therefore bless him forever.
19All these days I appeared to you. I didn’t eat or drink, but you all saw a

vision.
20Now give God thanks, because I ascend to him who sent me. Write in a

book all the things which have been done.”
21Then they rose up, and saw him nomore.
22 They confessed the great and wonderful works of God, and how the

angel of the Lord had appeared to them.

13
1And Tobit wrote a prayer for rejoicing, and said,

“Blessed is God who lives forever!
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Blessed is his kingdom!
2For he scourges, and showsmercy.

He leads down to the grave,* and brings up again.
There is no one whowill escape his hand.

3Give thanks to him before the Gentiles, all you children of Israel!
For he has scattered us among them.

4Declare his greatness, there.
Extol him before all the living,

because he is our Lord,
and God is our Father forever.

5Hewill scourge us for our iniquities, and will again showmercy,
and will gather us out of all the nations among whom you are all
scattered.

6 If you turn to himwith your whole heart and with your whole soul,
to do truth before him,

then he will turn to you,
and won’t hide his face from you.

See what he will do with you.
Give him thanks with your whole mouth.

Bless the Lord of righteousness.
Exalt the everlasting King.

I give him thanks in the land of my captivity,
and show his strength andmajesty to a nation of sinners.

Turn, you sinners, and do righteousness before him.
Who can tell if he will accept you and havemercy on you?

7 I exalt my God.
My soul exalts the King of heaven,
and rejoices in his greatness.

8Let all men speak,
and let them give him thanks in Jerusalem.

9O Jerusalem, the holy city,
he will scourge you for the works of your sons,
and will again havemercy on the sons of the righteous.

10Give thanks to the Lord with goodness,
and bless the everlasting King,

that his tabernacle may be built in you again with joy,
and that hemaymake glad in you those who are captives,
and love in you forever those who aremiserable.

11Many nations will come from afar to the name of the Lord God
with gifts in their hands, even gifts to the King of heaven.

Generations of generations will praise you,
and sing songs of rejoicing.

12All those who hate you are cursed.
All those who love you forever will be blessed.

13Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for the sons of the righteous;
for they will be gathered together and will bless the Lord of the righ-
teous.

14Oh blessed are those who love you.
They will rejoice for your peace.

* 13:2 Gr. Hades.
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Blessed are all those whomourned for all your scourges;
because they will rejoice for you when they have seen all your glory.

They will be made glad forever.
15Let my soul bless God the great King.

16For Jerusalemwill be built with sapphires, emeralds, and precious stones;
your walls and towers and battlements with pure gold.

17 The streets of Jerusalem will be paved with beryl, carbuncle, and stones
of Ophir.

18All her streets will say, “Hallelujah!”
and give praise, saying, “Blessed be God, who has exalted you forever!”

14
1Then Tobit finished giving thanks.
2He was fifty-eight years old when he lost his sight. After eight years, he

received it again. He gave alms and he feared the Lord Godmore andmore,
and gave thanks to him.

3Now he grew very old; and he called his son with the six sons of his son,
and said to him, “My child, take your sons. Behold, I have grownold, and am
ready to depart out of this life.

4Go into Media, my child, for I surely believe all the things which Jonah
the prophet spoke of Nineveh, that it will be overthrown, but inMedia there
will rather be peace for a season. Our kindred will be scattered in the earth
from the good land. Jerusalem will be desolate, and the house of God in it
will be burned up, and will be desolate for a time.

5God will again have mercy on them, and bring them back into the land,
and theywill build thehouse, butnot like to the formerhouse, until the times
of that age are fulfilled. Afterward they will return from the places of their
captivity, and build up Jerusalemwith honor. The house of Godwill be built
in it foreverwith a glorious building, even as the prophets spoke concerning
it.

6Andall thenationswill turn to fear theLordGod truly, andwill bury their
idols.

7All the nationswill bless the Lord, and his peoplewill give thanks to God,
and the Lord will exalt his people; and all those who love the Lord God in
truth and righteousness will rejoice, showingmercy to our kindred.

8Andnow,my child, depart fromNineveh, because those thingswhich the
prophet Jonah spoke will surely come to pass.

9 But you must keep the law and the ordinances, and show yourself
merciful and righteous, that it may be well with you.

10Burymedecently, and yourmotherwithme. Don’t stay at Nineveh. See,
my child, what Aman did to Achiacharus who nourished him, how out of
light he brought him into darkness, and all the recompense that he made
him. Achiacharuswas saved, but theotherhadhis recompense, andhewent
down into darkness. Manasses gave alms, and escaped the snare of death
which he set for him; but Aman fell into the snare, and perished.

11Andnow,my children, considerwhat almsdoes, andhowrighteousness
delivers.”
While he was saying these things, he gave up the ghost in the bed; but he

was one hundred fifty eight years old. Tobias buried himmagnificently.



Tobit 14:12 1267 Tobit 14:15

12 When Anna died, he buried her with his father. But Tobias departed
with his wife and his sons to Ecbatana to Raguel his father-in-law,

13andhegrewold inhonor, andheburiedhis father-in-lawandmother-in-
lawmagnificently, and he inherited their possessions, and his father Tobit’s.

14He died at Ecbatana of Media, being one hundred twenty seven years
old.

15 Before he died, he heard of the destruction of Nineveh, which Neb-
uchadnezzar andAhasuerus took captive. Before his death, he rejoiced over
Nineveh.
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Judith
Judith is recognized asDeuterocanonical Scriptureby theRomanCatholic,

Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 In the twelfth year of the reign ofNebuchadnezzar, who reigned over the
Assyrians in Nineveh, the great city, in the days of Arphaxad, who reigned
over theMedes in Ecbatana,

2 and built around Ecbatana walls of hewn stones three cubits broad and
six cubits long, and made the height of the wall seventy cubits, and its
breadth fifty cubits,

3and set its towers at its gates one hundred cubits high, and its breadth in
the foundation was sixty cubits,

4 and made its gates, even gates that were raised to the height of seventy
cubits, and their breadth forty cubits, for his mighty army to go out of, and
the setting in array of his footmen—

5 in thosedaysKingNebuchadnezzarmadewarwithKingArphaxad in the
great plain. This plain is on the borders of Ragau.

6There came tomeet himall that lived in the hill country, and all that lived
byEuphrates, Tigris, andHydaspes, and in the plain of Arioch the king of the
Elymaeans. Manynations of the sons of Chelod assembled themselves to the
battle.

7AndNebuchadnezzarkingof theAssyrians sent to allwho lived inPersia,
and to all who lived westward, to those who lived in Cilicia, Damascus,
Libanus, Antilibanus, and to all who lived along the sea coast,

8 and to those among the nations that were of Carmel and Gilead, and to
the higher Galilee and the great plain of Esdraelon,

9 and to all who were in Samaria and its cities, and beyond Jordan to
Jerusalem, Betane, Chellus, Kadesh, the river of Egypt, Tahpanhes, Rameses,
and all the land of Goshen,

10until you come above Tanis andMemphis, and to all that lived in Egypt,
until you come to the borders of Ethiopia.

11 All those who lived in all the land made light of the commandment of
Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyrians, and didn’t go with him to the war;
for they were not afraid of him, but he was before them as one man. They
turned away his messengers from their presence without effect, and with
disgrace.

12And Nebuchadnezzar was exceedingly angry with all this land, and he
swore by his throne and kingdom that he would surely be avenged upon all
the coasts of Cilicia, Damascus, and Syria, that he would kill with his sword
all the inhabitants of the land of Moab, the children of Ammon, all Judea,
and all who were in Egypt, until you come to the borders of the two seas.

13And he set the battle in array with his army against King Arphaxad in
the seventeenth year; and he prevailed in his battle, and turned to flight all
the army of Arphaxad, with all his horses and all his chariots.

14 He took possession of his cities. He came to Ecbatana and took the
towers, plundered its streets, and turned its beauty into shame.

15He took Arphaxad in the mountains of Ragau, struck him through with
his darts, and utterly destroyed him to this day.
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16He returned with them to Nineveh, he and all his company of sundry
nations—an exceedingly great multitude of men of war. There he took his
ease and banqueted, he and his army, for one hundred twenty days.

2
1 In the eighteenth year, the twenty-second day of the first month, there

was talk in the house of Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyrians that he
should be avenged on all the land, even as he spoke.

2He called together all his servants and all his great men, and communi-
cated with them his secret counsel, and with his ownmouth, recounted the
wickedness of all the land.

3 They decreed to destroy all flesh which didn’t follow the word of his
mouth.

4 It came to pass, when he had ended his counsel, Nebuchadnezzar king
of the Assyrians called Holofernes the chief captain of his army, who was
second to himself, and said to him,

5 “The great king, the lord of all the earth, says: ‘Behold, you shall go out
frommypresence, and takewith youmenwho trust in their strength, to one
hundred twenty thousand footmen and twelve thousand horses with their
riders.

6And you shall go out against all thewest country, because they disobeyed
the commandment of mymouth.

7 You shall declare to them that they should prepare earth and water,
because I will go out in my wrath against them, and will cover the whole
face of the earth with the feet of my army, whowill plunder them.

8 Their slain will fill their valleys and brooks, and the river will be filled
with their dead until it overflows.

9 I will lead them as captives to the utmost parts of all the earth.
10But you shall go forth, and take all their coasts for me first. If they will

yield themselves to you,* then you must reserve them for me until the day
of their reproof.

11As for thosewho resist, your eye shall not spare; but you shall give them
up to be slain and to be plundered in all your land.

12For as I live, and by the power of my kingdom, I have spoken, and I will
do this withmy hand.

13Moreover, you shall not transgress anything of the commandments of
your lord, but you shall surely accomplish them, as I have commanded you.
You shall not defer to do them.’ ”

14 So Holofernes went out from the presence of his lord, and called all the
governors, the captains, and officers of the army of Asshur.

15 He counted chosen men for the battle, as his lord had commanded
him, to one hundred twenty thousand, with twelve thousand archers on
horseback.

16He arranged them as a great multitude is ordered for the war.
17He took camels, donkeys, and mules for their baggage, an exceedingly

great multitude, and sheep, oxen, and goats without number for their
provision,

18 and a large supply of rations for every man, and a huge amount of gold
and silver out of the king’s house.
* 2:10 Gr. they will yield...and you shall reserve.
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19 He went out, he and all his army, on their journey, to go before King
Nebuchadnezzar, and to cover all the face of the earth westward with their
chariots, horsemen, and chosen footmen.

20A great company of various nationswent outwith them like locusts and
like the sand of the earth. For they could not be counted by reason of their
multitude.

21And they departed out of Nineveh three days’ journey toward the plain
of Bectileth, and encamped fromBectileth near themountainwhich is at the
left hand of the Upper Cilicia.

22Andhe took all his army, his footmen, horsemen, and chariots, andwent
away from there into the hill country,

23anddestroyedPut andLud, andplunderedall the childrenofRasses and
the children of Ishmael, whichwere along thewilderness to the south of the
land of the Chellians.

24 And he went over Euphrates, and went through Mesopotamia, and
broke down all the high cities that were upon the river Arbonai, until you
come to the sea.

25 And he took possession of the borders of Cilicia, and killed all who
resisted him, and came to the borders of Japheth, which were toward the
south, opposite Arabia.

26He surrounded all the children ofMidian, and set their tents onfire, and
plundered their sheepfolds.

27Hewent down into the plain of Damascus in the days of wheat harvest,
and set all their fields on fire, and utterly destroyed their flocks and herds,
plundered their cities, laid their plainswaste, and struckall their youngmen
with the edge of the sword.

28And the fear and the dread of him fell upon those who lived on the sea
coast, upon those who were in Sidon and Tyre, those who lived in Sur and
Ocina, and allwho lived in Jemnaan. Thosewho lived inAzotus andAscalon
feared him exceedingly.

3
1And they sent to himmessengers with words of peace, saying,
2 “Behold, we the servants of Nebuchadnezzar the great king lie before

you. Use us as it is pleasing in your sight.
3 Behold, our dwellings, and all our country, and all our fields of wheat,

and our flocks and herds, and all the sheepfolds of our tents, lie before your
face. Use them as it may please you.

4Behold, even our cities and those who dwell in them are your servants.
Come and deal with them as it is good in your eyes.”

5 So the men came to Holofernes, and declared to him according to these
words.

6He came down toward the sea coast, he and his army, and set garrisons
in the high cities, and took out of them chosenmen for allies.

7 They received him, they and all the country round about them, with
garlands and dances and timbrels.

8He cast down all their borders, and cut down their sacred groves. It had
been given to him to destroy all the gods of the land, that all the nations
would worship Nebuchadnezzar only, and that all their tongues and their
tribes would call upon him as a god.
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9 Then he came toward Esdraelon near to Dotaea, which is opposite the
great ridge of Judea.

10 He encamped between Geba and Scythopolis. He was there a whole
month, that hemight gather together all the baggage of his army.

4
1 The children of Israel who lived in Judea heard all that Holofernes the

chief captain of Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyrians had done to the
nations, and how he had plundered all their temples and destroyed them
utterly.

2 They were exceedingly afraid at his approach, and were troubled for
Jerusalem and for the temple of the Lord their God;

3 because they had newly come up from the captivity, and all the people
of Judea were recently gathered together; and the vessels, the altar, and the
house were sanctified after being profaned.

4 And they sent into every coast of Samaria, to Konae, to Beth-horon,
Belmaim, Jericho, to Choba, Aesora, and to the valley of Salem;

5 and they occupied beforehand all the tops of the high mountains,
fortified the villages thatwere in them, and stored supplies for the provision
of war, for their fields were newly reaped.

6 Joakim the high priest, who was in those days at Jerusalem, wrote to
thosewho lived in Bethulia and Betomesthaim, which is opposite Esdraelon
toward the plain that is near to Dothaim,

7 charging them to seize upon the ascents of the hill country; because
by them was the entrance into Judea, and it was easy to stop them from
approaching, inasmuch as the approach was narrow, with space for two
men at themost.

8And the children of Israel did as Joakim the high priest had commanded
them, as did the senate of all the people of Israel, which was in session at
Jerusalem.

9 And every man of Israel cried to God with great earnestness, and with
great earnestness they humbled their souls.

10 They, their wives, their children, their cattle, and every sojourner,
hireling, and servant bought with their money put sackcloth on their loins.

11 Every man and woman of Israel, including the little children and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, fell prostrate before the temple, cast ashes upon
their heads, and spread out their sackcloth before the Lord. They put
sackcloth around the altar.

12They cried to theGodof Israel earnestlywith one consent, that hewould
not give their children as prey, their wives as plunder, the cities of their
inheritance to destruction, and the sanctuary to being profaned and being
made a reproach, for the nations to rejoice at.

13 The Lord heard their voice, and looked at their affliction. The people
continued fastingmanydays inall Judeaand Jerusalembefore the sanctuary
of the Lord Almighty.

14And Joakimthehighpriest, andall thepriestswhostoodbefore theLord,
and those who ministered to the Lord, had their loins dressed in sackcloth
and offered the continual burnt offering, the vows, and the free gifts of the
people.
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15 They had ashes on their turbans. They cried to the Lord with all their
power, that he would look upon all the house of Israel for good.

5
1 Holofernes, the chief captain of the army of Asshur, was told that the

children of Israel had prepared for war, had shut up the passages of the hill
country, had fortified all the tops of the high hills, and had set up barricades
in the plains.

2Thenhewas exceedingly angry, andhe called all the princes ofMoab, the
captains of Ammon, and all the governors of the sea coast,

3 and he said to them, “Tell me now, you sons of Canaan, who are these
people who dwell in the hill country? What are the cities that they inhabit?
How large is their army? Where is their power and their strength? What
king is set over them, to be the leader of their army?

4Why have they turned their backs, that they should not come and meet
me, more than all who dwell in the west?”

5 Then Achior, the leader of all the children of Ammon, said to him, “Let
my lord nowhear aword from themouth of your servant, and I will tell you
the truth concerning these people who dwell in this hill country, near to the
place where you dwell. No lie will come out of themouth of your servant.

6These people are descended from the Chaldeans.
7They sojourned before this inMesopotamia, because they didn’t want to

follow the gods of their fathers, which were in the land of the Chaldeans.
8They departed from the way of their parents, and worshiped the God of

heaven, the God whom they knew. Their parents cast them out from the
faceof their gods, and theyfled intoMesopotamiaandsojourned theremany
days.

9 Then their God commanded them to depart from the place where they
sojourned, and to go into the land of Canaan. They lived there, and
prospered with gold and silver, and with exceedingly much cattle.

10 Then they went down into Egypt, for a famine covered all the land of
Canaan. They sojourned thereuntil theyhadgrownup. Theybecameagreat
multitude there, so that one could not count the population of their nation.

11Then the king of Egypt rose up against them, anddealt subtlywith them,
and brought them low,making them labor in brick,* andmade them slaves.

12Theycried to theirGod, andhestruckall the landofEgyptwith incurable
plagues; so the Egyptians cast them out of their sight.

13God dried up the Red sea before them,
14andbrought them into thewayof SinaiKadesh-Barnea and they cast out

all that lived in the wilderness.
15 They lived in the land of the Amorites, and they destroyed by their

strength everyone in Heshbon. Passing over Jordan, they possessed all the
hill country.

16They cast out before them the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, the
Shechemite, and all the Girgashites, and they lived in that country many
days.

17Andwhile they didn’t sin before their God, they prospered, becauseGod
who hates iniquity was with them.

* 5:11 Some authorities read and he brought them lowwith clay and brick, etc.
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18 But when they departed from the way which he appointed them, they
were destroyed in many severe battles, and were led captives into a land
that was not theirs. The temple of their God was razed to the ground, and
their cities were taken by their adversaries.

19 And now they have returned to their God, and have come up from
the dispersion where they were dispersed, and have possessed Jerusalem,
where their sanctuary is, and are settled in the hill country; for it was
desolate.

20 And now, my lord and master, if there is any error in this people, and
they sin against their God, we will find out what this thing is in which they
stumble, and wewill go up and overcome them.

21But if there is no lawlessness in their nation, letmy lordnowpass by, lest
theirLorddefend them, and theirGodbe for them, andwewill bea reproach
before all the earth.”

22 It came to pass, when Achior had finished speaking these words, all the
people standing around the tent complained. The great men of Holofernes,
and all who lived by the sea side and in Moab, said that he should be cut to
pieces.

23 For, they said, “We will not be afraid of the children of Israel, because,
behold, they are a people that has no power nor might to make the battle
strong.

24Therefore nowwewill go up, and they will be a prey to be devoured by
all your army, Lord Holofernes.”

6
1And when the disturbance of the men that were around the council had

ceased,Holofernes the chief captainof thearmyofAsshur said toAchior and
to all the children of Moab* before all the people of the foreigners:

2 “And who are you, Achior, and the mercenaries of Ephraim,† that you
have prophesied among us as today, and have said that we should not make
warwith the race of Israel, because their Godwill defend them? Andwho is
God but Nebuchadnezzar?

3He will send forth his might, and will destroy them from the face of the
earth, and their God will not deliver them; but we his servants will strike
them as oneman. They will not sustain themight of our cavalry.

4 For with them we will burn them up. Their mountains will be drunken
with their blood. Their plains will be filled with their dead bodies. Their
footsteps will not stand before us, but they will surely perish, says King
Nebuchadnezzar, lord of all the earth; for he said, ‘The words that I have
spoken‡will not be in vain.’

5 But you, Achior, hireling of Ammon, who have spoken these words in
the day of your iniquity, will see my face no more from this day, until I am
avenged of the race of those that came out of Egypt.

6 And then the sword of my army, and the multitude of those who serve
me, will pass through your sides, and you will fall among their slain when I
return.

7 Then my servants will bring you back into the hill country, and will set
you in one of the cities by the passes.

8Youwill not perish until you are destroyed with them.
* 6:1 Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5. † 6:2 Some authorities read Ammon.
Compare ver. 5. ‡ 6:4 Gr. he has spoken.
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9And if you hope in your heart that they will not be taken, don’t let your
countenance fall. I have spoken it, and none of my words will fall to the
ground.”

10ThenHolofernes commandedhis servantswhowaited inhis tent to take
Achior, andbring himback to Bethulia, anddeliver him into the hands of the
children of Israel.

11Sohis servants tookhim, andbroughthimout of the camp into theplain,
and theymoved from themidst of the plains into the hill country, and came
to the springs that were under Bethulia.

12When the men of the city saw them on the top of the hill, they took up
their weapons, and went out of the city against them to the top of the hill.
Everyman that used a sling kept them from coming up, and threw stones at
them.

13They took cover under the hill, bound Achior, cast him down, left him at
the foot of the hill, and went away to their lord.

14 But the children of Israel descended from their city, and came to him,
untied him, led him away into Bethulia, and presented him to the rulers of
their city,

15whichwere in those days Ozias the son ofMicah, of the tribe of Simeon,
and Chabris the son of Gothoniel, and Charmis the son of Melchiel.

16 Then they called together all the elders of the city; and all their young
men ran together, with their women, to the assembly. They set Achior in the
midst of all their people. Then Ozias asked himwhat had happened.

17 He answered and declared to them the words of the council of
Holofernes, and all the words that he had spoken in themidst of the princes
of the childrenofAsshur, andall the greatwords thatHoloferneshad spoken
against the house of Israel.

18Then the people fell down andworshiped God, and cried, saying,
19 “O Lord God of heaven, behold their arrogance, and pity the low estate

of our race. Look upon the face of those who are sanctified to you this day.”
20They comforted Achior, and praised him exceedingly.
21ThenOzias tookhimout of theassembly intohishouse, andmadea feast

for the elders. They called on the God of Israel for help all that night.

7
1Thenext dayHolofernes commanded all his armyand all the peoplewho

had come to be his allies, that they shouldmove their camp towardBethulia,
seize the passes of the hill country, and make war against the children of
Israel.

2 Every mighty man of them moved that day. The army of their men
of war was one hundred seventy thousand footmen, plus twelve thousand
horsemen, besides thebaggageand themenwhowereon foot among them—
an exceedingly great multitude.

3They encamped in the valley near Bethulia, by the fountain. They spread
themselves in breadth over Dothaim even to Belmaim, and in length from
Bethulia to Cyamon, which is near Esdraelon.

4 But the children of Israel, when they saw the multitude of them, were
terrified, and everyone said to his neighbor, “Now thesemenwill lick up the
face of all the earth. Neither the high mountains, nor the valleys, nor the
hills will be able to bear their weight.
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5Everyman took up his weapons of war, andwhen they had kindled fires
upon their towers, they remained andwatched all that night.

6But on the second dayHolofernes led out all his cavalry in the sight of the
children of Israel which were in Bethulia,

7 viewed the ascents to their city, and searched out the springs of the
waters, seized upon them, and set garrisons of men of war over them. Then
he departed back to his people.

8All the rulers of the childrenofEsau, all the leaders of thepeople ofMoab,
and the captains of the sea coast came to him and said,

9 “Let our lord now hear a word, that there not be losses in your army.
10 For this people of the children of Israel do not trust in their spears, but

in the height of themountains wherein they dwell, for it is not easy to come
up to the tops of their mountains.

11And now,my lord, don’t fight against them asmen fight who join battle,
and there will not so much as oneman of your people perish.

12Remain in your camp, and keep every man of your army safe. Let your
servants get possession of thewater spring, which flows from the foot of the
mountain,

13because all the inhabitants of Bethulia get their water from there. Then
thirst will kill them, and theywill give up their city. Thenwe and our people
will go up to the tops of the mountains that are near, and will camp upon
them, to watch that not oneman gets out of the city.

14 They will be consumed with famine—they, their wives, and their chil-
dren. Before the sword comes against them they will be laid low in the
streets where they dwell.

15And youwill pay them backwith evil, because they rebelled, and didn’t
meet your face in peace.”

16Their words were pleasing in the sight of Holofernes and in the sight of
all his servants; and he ordered them to do as they had spoken.

17 And the army of the children of Ammon moved, and with them five
thousand of the children of Asshur, and they encamped in the valley. They
seized the waters and the springs of the waters of the children of Israel.

18 The children of Esau went up with the children of Ammon, and en-
camped in thehill countrynearDothaim. Theysent someof themtoward the
south, and toward the east, near Ekrebel, which is near Chusi, that is upon
the brook Mochmur. The rest of the army of the Assyrians encamped in the
plain, and covered all the face of the land. Their tents and baggage were
pitched upon it in a great crowd. Theywere an exceedingly greatmultitude.

19The children of Israel cried to the Lord their God, for their spirit fainted;
for all their enemies had surrounded them. There was noway to escape out
from among them.

20All the army of Asshur remained around them, their footmen and their
chariots and their horsemen, for thirty-four days. All their vessels of water
ran dry for all the inhabitants of Bethulia.

21The cisterns were emptied, and they had no water to drink their fill for
one day; for they rationed drink bymeasure.

22Their youngchildrenwerediscouraged. Thewomenand theyoungmen
fainted for thirst. They fell down in the streets of the city, and in the passages
of the gates. There was no longer any strength in them.
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23All the people, including the young men, the women, and the children,
were gathered together againstOzias, andagainst the rulers of the city. They
cried with a loud voice, and said before all the elders,

24 “God be judge between all of you and us, because you have done us
great wrong, in that you have not spoken words of peace with the children
of Asshur.

25Now we have no helper; but God has sold us into their hands, that we
should be laid low before themwith thirst and great destruction.

26 And now summon them, and deliver up the whole city as prey to the
people of Holofernes, and to all his army.

27 For it is better for us to be captured by them. For we will be servants,
and our souls will live, and we will not see the death of our babies before
our eyes, and our wives and our children fainting in death.

28We take to witness against you the heaven and the earth, and our God
and the Lord of our fathers, who punishes us according to our sins and the
sins of our fathers. Do what we have said today!”

29And there was great weeping of all with one consent in the midst of the
assembly; and they cried to the Lord Godwith a loud voice.

30 And Ozias said to them, “Brethren, be of good courage! Let us endure
five more days, during which the Lord our God will turn his mercy toward
us; for he will not forsake us utterly.

31But if these days pass, and no help comes to us, I will do what you say.”
32 Then he dispersed the people, every man to his own camp; and they

went away to the walls and towers of their city. He sent the women and
children into their houses. They were brought very low in the city.

8
1 In those days Judith heard about this. She was the daughter of Merari,

the son of Ox, the son of Joseph, the son of Oziel, the son of Elkiah, the son of
Ananias, the son of Gideon, the son of Raphaim, the son of Ahitub, the son of
Elihu, the son of Eliab, the son of Nathanael, the son of Salamiel, the son of
Salasadai, the son of Israel.

2Her husbandwasManasses, of her tribe and of her family. He died in the
days of barley harvest.

3 For he stood over those who bound sheaves in the field, and was
overcome by the burning heat, and he fell on his bed, and died in his city
Bethulia. So they buried him with his fathers in the field which is between
Dothaim and Balamon.

4 Judith was a widow in her house three years and fourmonths.
5Shemade herself a tent upon the roof of her house, and put on sackcloth

upon her loins. The garments of her widowhoodwere upon her.
6 And she fasted all the days of her widowhood, except the eves of the

Sabbaths, the Sabbaths, the eves of the newmoons, the newmoons, and the
feasts and joyful days of the house of Israel.

7 She was beautiful in appearance, and lovely to behold. Her husband
Manasses had left her gold, silver, menservants, maidservants, cattle, and
lands. She remained on those lands.

8No one said anything evil about her, for she feared God exceedingly.
9Sheheard the evilwords of thepeople against the governor, because they

fainted for lack of water; and Judith heard all the words that Ozias spoke to
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them, how he swore to them that he would deliver the city to the Assyrians
after five days.

10 So she sent her maid, who was over all things that she had, to summon
Ozias, Chabris, and Charmis, the elders of her city.

11 They came to her, and she said to them, “Hear me now, O you rulers
of the inhabitants of Bethulia! For your word that you have spoken before
the people this day is not right. You have set the oath which you have
pronounced between God and you, and have promised to deliver the city
to our enemies, unless within these days the Lord turns to help you.

12 Now who are you that you have tested God this day, and stand in the
place of God among the children of men?

13Now try the Lord Almighty, and you will never know anything.
14 For you will not find the depth of the heart of man, and you will not

perceive the things that he thinks. How will you search out God, who has
made all these things, and know his mind, and comprehend his purpose?
No, my kindred, don’t provoke the Lord our God to anger!

15For if he has not decided to help us within these five days, he has power
to defend us in such time as he will, or to destroy us before the face of our
enemies.

16 But don’t you pledge the counsels of the Lord our God! For God is not
like a human being, that he should be threatened, neither is he like a son of
man, that he should be won over by pleading.

17Therefore let’swait for the salvation that comes fromhim, and call upon
him to help us. He will hear our voice, if it pleases him.

18For there arose none in our age, neither is there any of us today, tribe, or
kindred, or family, or city, which worship gods made with hands, as it was
in the former days;

19 for which cause our fathers were given to the sword, and for plunder,
and fell with a great destruction before our enemies.

20But we know no other god beside him. Therefore we hope that he will
not despise us, nor any of our race.

21For if we are captured, all Judeawill be captured and our sanctuarywill
be plundered; and he will require our blood for profaning it.

22 The slaughter of our kindred, the captivity of the land, and the deso-
lation of our inheritance, he will bring on our heads among the Gentiles,
wherever we will be in bondage. We will be an offense and a reproach to
those who take us for a possession.

23For our bondage will not be ordered to favor; but the Lord our God will
turn it to dishonor.

24And now, kindred, let’s show an example to our kindred, because their
soul depends on us, and the sanctuary, the house, and the altar depend on
us.

25Besides all this let’s give thanks to the Lord our God, who tries us, even
as he did our fathers also.

26 Remember all the things which he did to Abraham, and all the things
in which he tried Isaac, and all the things which happened to Jacob in
Mesopotamia of Syria, when he kept the sheep of Laban his mother’s
brother.

27 For he has not tried us in the fire, as he did them, to search out their
hearts, neither has he taken vengeance on us; but the Lord scourges those
who come near to him, to admonish them.”
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28And Ozias said to her, “All that you have spoken, you have spoken with
a good heart. There is no one whowill deny your words.

29For this is not thefirst daywherein yourwisdom ismanifested; but from
the beginning of your days all the people have known your understanding,
because the disposition of your heart is good.

30 But the people were exceedingly thirsty, and compelled us to do as we
spoke to them, and tobring anoathuponourselves,whichwewill not break.

31And nowpray for us, because you are a godlywoman, and the Lordwill
send us rain to fill our cisterns, and wewill faint nomore.”

32Then Judith said to them, “Hear me, and I will do a thing, which will go
down to all generations among the children of our race.

33You shall all stand at the gate tonight. I will go outwithmymaid. Within
the days afterwhich you said that youwould deliver the city to our enemies,
the Lord will deliver Israel bymy hand.

34But you shall not inquire ofmy act; for I will not tell you until the things
are finished that I will do.”

35ThenOzias and the rulers said to her, “Go in peace. May the LordGod be
before you, to take vengeance on our enemies.”

36 So they returned from the tent, and went to their stations.

9
1 But Judith fell upon her face, and put ashes upon her head, and uncov-

ered the sackcloth with which she was clothed. The incense of that evening
was now being offered at Jerusalem in the house of God, and Judith cried to
the Lord with a loud voice, and said,

2 “O Lord God of my father Simeon, into whose hand you gave a sword
to take vengeance on the strangers who loosened the belt of a virgin to
defile her, uncovered her thigh to her shame, and profaned her womb to
her reproach; for you said, ‘It shall not be so;’ and they did so.

3 Therefore you gave their rulers to be slain, and their bed, which was
ashamed for her who was deceived,* to be dyed in blood, and struck the
servants with their masters, and themasters upon their thrones;

4 and gave their wives for a prey, and their daughters to be captives, and
all their spoils to be divided among your dear children; which were moved
with zeal for you, and abhorred the pollution of their blood, and called upon
you for aid. O God, Omy God, hear me also who am awidow.

5 For you did the things that were before those things, and those things,
and such as come after; and you planned the things which are now, and the
things which are to come. The things which you planned came to pass.

6Yes, the thingswhichyoudetermined stoodbeforeyou, and said, ‘Behold,
we are here; for all your ways are prepared, and your judgment is with
foreknowledge.’

7For, behold, theAssyrians aremultiplied in their power. They are exalted
withhorseandrider. Theywereproudof the strengthof their footmen. They
have trusted in shield, spear, bow, and sling. They don’t know that you are
the Lord who breaks the battles. ‘The Lord’ is your name.

8 Break their strength in your power, and bring down their force in
your wrath; for they intend to profane your sanctuary, and to defile the

* 9:3 Some authorities read which was ashamed for their deceit that they practiced.
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tabernacle where your glorious name rests, and to destroy the horn of your
altar with the sword.

9Look at their pride, and send your wrath upon their heads. Give intomy
hand, which am awidow, themight that I have conceived.

10Strike by the deceit ofmy lips the servantwith the prince, and theprince
with his servant. Break down their arrogance by the hand of a woman.

11 For your power stands not in numbers, nor your might in strong men,
but you are a God of the afflicted. You are a helper of the oppressed, a helper
of the weak, a protector of the forsaken, a savior of those who are without
hope.

12 Please, please, God of my father, and God of the inheritance of Israel,
Lord of the heavens and of the earth, Creator of the waters, King of all your
creation, hear my prayer.

13Make my speech and deceit to be their wound and bruise, who intend
hard things against your covenant, your holy house, the top of Zion, and the
house of the possession of your children.

14Make every nation and tribe of yours to know that you are God, the God
of all power and might, and that there is no other who protects the race of
Israel but you.”

10
1 It came to pass, when she had ceased to cry to the God of Israel, and had

finished saying all these words,
2 that she rose up where she had fallen down, called her maid, and went

down into thehouse that she livedon theSabbathdaysandonher feast days.
3 She pulled off the sackcloth which she had put on, took off the garments

of her widowhood, washed her body all over with water, anointed herself
with rich ointment, braided the hair of her head, and put a tiara upon it. She
put on her garments of gladness, which she used to wear in the days of the
life of Manasses her husband.

4 She took sandals for her feet, and put on her anklet, bracelets, rings,
earrings, and all her jewelry. Shemade herself very beautiful to deceive the
eyes of all menwhowould see her.

5She gavehermaid a leather container ofwine and aflask of oil, andfilled
a bag with roasted grain, lumps of figs, and fine bread. She packed all her
vessels together, and laid them upon her.

6Theywent out to the gate of the city of Bethulia, and found Ozias and the
elders of the city, Chabris and Charmis standing by it.

7Butwhen theysawher, thathercountenancewasalteredandherapparel
was changed, they were greatly astonished by her beauty and said to her,

8 “May the God of our fathers give you favor, and accomplish your
purposes to the glory of the children of Israel, and to the exaltation of
Jerusalem.”
Then she worshiped God,
9 and said to them, “Command that they open the gate of the city for me,

and I will go out to accomplish the things you spoke withme about.”
And they commanded the youngmen to open to her, as she had spoken;
10and they did so.
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Then Judithwent out, she, andher handmaidwith her. Themenof the city
watchedheruntil shehadgonedown themountain, until shehadpassed the
valley, and they could see her nomore.

11Theywent straight onward in the valley. Thewatch of theAssyriansmet
her;

12 and they took her, and asked her, “Of what people are you? Where are
you coming from? Where are you going?”
She said, “I am a daughter of the Hebrews. I am fleeing away from their

presence, because they are about to be given you to be consumed.
13 I am coming into the presence of Holofernes the chief captain of your

army, to declare words of truth. I will show him a way that he can go and
win all the hill country, and there will not be lacking of his men one person,
nor one life.”

14Nowwhen themen heard her words, and considered her countenance,
the beauty thereof was exceedingly marvelous in their eyes. They said to
her,

15 “You have saved your life, in that you have hurried to come down to the
presence of ourmaster. Nowcome tohis tent. Someofuswill guide youuntil
they deliver you into his hands.

16 But when* you stand before him, don’t be afraid in your heart, but
declare to himwhat you just said, and he will treat you well.”

17They chose out of them a hundred men, and appointed them to accom-
pany her and hermaid; and they brought them to the tent of Holofernes.

18And therewasgreat excitement throughout all the camp, forher coming
was reported among the tents. They came and surrounded her as she stood
outside Holofernes’ tent, until they told him about her.

19 They marveled at her beauty, and marveled at the children of Israel
because of her. Each one said to his neighbor, “Who would despise these
people, who have among them suchwomen? For it is not good that oneman
of them be left, seeing that, if they are let go, they will be able to deceive the
whole earth.

20Then theguardsofHolofernesandall his servants cameoutandbrought
her into the tent.

21And Holofernes was resting upon his bed under the canopy, which was
wovenwith purple, gold, emeralds, and precious stones.

22And they told him about her; and he came out into the space before his
tent, with silver lamps going before him.

23 But when Judith had come before him and his servants, they all mar-
veled at the beauty of her countenance. She fell down upon her face and
bowed down to him, but his servants raised her up.

11
1Holofernes said to her, “Woman, take courage. Don’t be afraid in your

heart; for I never hurt anyone who has chosen to serve Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of all the earth.

2 And now, if your people who dwell in the hill country had not slighted
me, I would not have lifted up my spear against them; but they have done
these things to themselves.

3And now tell me why you fled from them and came to us; for you have
come to save yourself. Take courage! You will live tonight, and hereafter;
* 10:16 Gr. if.
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4 for there is no one that will wrong you, but all will treat you well, as is
done to the servants of King Nebuchadnezzar my lord.”

5And Judith said to him, “Receive the words of your servant, and let your
handmaid speak in your presence, and I won’t lie to my lord tonight.

6 If youwill follow thewords of your handmaid, Godwill bring the thing to
pass perfectlywith you; andmy lordwill not fail to accomplish his purposes.

7AsNebuchadnezzarkingof all theearth lives, andashispower lives,who
has sent you for thepreservationof every living thing, not onlydomenserve
himby you, but also the beasts of the field, the cattle, and the birds of the sky
will live through your strength, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar and of all his
house.

8 For we have heard of your wisdom and the subtle plans of your soul. It
has been reported in all the earth that you only are brave in all the kingdom,
mighty in knowledge, and wonderful in feats of war.

9And now as concerning the matter which Achior spoke in your council,
wehaveheardhiswords; for themenofBethulia savedhim, andhedeclared
to them all that he had spoken before you.

10Therefore, O lordandmaster, don’t neglect hisword, but lay it up inyour
heart, for it is true; for our race will not be punished, neither will the sword
prevail against them, unless they sin against their God.

11 And now, that my lord may not be defeated and frustrated in his
purpose, and that death may fall upon them, their sin has overtaken
them, wherewith they will provoke their God to anger, whenever they do
wickedness.

12 Since their food failed them, and all their water was scant, they took
counsel to kill their livestock, and determined to consume all those things
which God charged them by his laws that they should not eat.

13 They are resolved to spend the first fruits of the grain and the tithes of
the wine and the oil, which they had sanctified and reserved for the priests
who stand before the face of our God in Jerusalem, which it is not fitting for
any of the people somuch as to touch with their hands.

14 They have sent some to Jerusalem, because they also that dwell there
have done this thing, to bring them permission from the council of elders.

15When these instructions come to them and they do it, theywill be given
to you to be destroyed the same day.

16 Therefore I your servant, knowing all this, fled away from their pres-
ence. God sent me to work things with you, at which all the earth will be
astonished, even as many as hear it.

17 For your servant is religious, and serves the God of heaven day and
night. Now, my lord, I will stay with you; and your servant will go out by
night into the valley. I will pray to God, and he will tell me when they have
committed their sins.

18 Then I will come and tell you. Then you can go out with all your army,
and there will be none of them that will resist you.

19 And I will lead you through the midst of Judea, until you come to
Jerusalem. I will set your throne in the midst of it. You will drive them as
sheep that have no shepherd, and a dog will not so much as open his mouth
before you; for these things were told me according to my foreknowledge,
and were declared to me, and I was sent to tell you.”

20 Her words were pleasing in the sight of Holofernes and of all his
servants. Theymarveled at her wisdom, and said,
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21 “There is not such a woman from one end of the earth to the other, for
beauty of face and wisdom of words.”

22Holofernes said to her, “God didwell to send you before the people, that
mightwould be in our hands, and destruction among thosewho slightedmy
lord.

23 And now you are beautiful in your countenance, and wise in your
words. If you will do as you have spoken, your God will be my God, and
youwill dwell in the palace of King Nebuchadnezzar, and will be renowned
through the whole earth.”

12
1He commanded that she should be brought in where his silver vessels

were set, and asked that his servants should prepare some of his own
delicacies for her, and that she should drink from his ownwine.

2And Judith said, “I can’t eat of it, lest there be an occasion of stumbling;
but provisionwill bemade forme from the things that have comewithme.”

3AndHolofernes said toher, “But if the things that arewith you should run
out, fromwherewill we be able to give youmore like it? For there is none of
your race with us.”

4And Judith said to him, “As your soul lives, my lord, your servantwill not
use up those things that are with me until the Lord works by my hand the
things that he has determined.”

5 Then Holofernes’ servants brought her into the tent, and she slept until
midnight. Then she rose up toward themorning watch,

6 and sent to Holofernes, saying, “Let my lord now command that they
allow your servant to go out to pray.”

7 Holofernes commanded his guards that they should not stop her. She
stayed in the camp three days, and went out every night into the valley of
Bethulia and washed herself at the fountain of water in the camp.

8Andwhen she came up, she implored the Lord God of Israel to direct her
way to the triumph of the children of his people.

9She came in clean and remained in the tent until she ate her food toward
evening.

10 It came to pass on the fourth day, that Holofernes made a feast for his
own servants only, and called none of the officers to the banquet.

11And he said to Bagoas the eunuch, who had charge over all that he had,
“Go now, and persuade this Hebrew woman who is with you that she come
to us, and eat and drink with us.

12 For behold, it would be a disgrace if we shall let such a woman go, not
havinghadhercompany; for ifwedon’t drawher toourselves, shewill laugh
us to scorn.”

13 Bagoas went from the presence of Holofernes, and came in to her, and
said, “Let this fair lady not fear to come to my lord, and to be honored in
his presence, and to drink wine and be merry with us, and to be made
this day as one of the daughters of the children of Asshur who serve in
Nebuchadnezzar’s palace.”

14 Judith said to him, “Who am I, that I should contradict my lord? For
whatever would be pleasing in his eyes, I will do speedily, and this will be
my joy to the day of my death.”

15 She arose, and decked herself with her apparel and all her woman’s
attire; and her servant went and laid fleeces on the ground for her next to
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Holofernes, which she had received from Bagoas for her daily use, that she
might sit and eat upon them.

16 Judith came in and sat down, and Holofernes’ heart was ravished with
her. His passion was aroused, and he exceedingly desired her company. He
was watching for a time to deceive her from the day that he had seen her.

17Holofernes said to her, “Drink now, and bemerry with us.”
18 Judith said, “I will drink now, my lord, because my life is magnified in

me this daymore than all the days since I was born.”
19 Then she took and ate and drank before him what her servant had

prepared.
20Holofernes took great delight in her, and drank exceedinglymuchwine,

more than he had drunk at any time in one day since he was born.

13
1But when the evening had come, his servants hurried to depart. Bagoas

shut the tent outside, and dismissed those who waited from the presence of
his lord. They went away to their beds; for they were all weary, because the
feast had been long.

2But Judithwas left alone in the tent, withHolofernes lying alonguponhis
bed; for he was drunk with wine.

3 Judithhadsaid toher servant that she should standoutsideherbedcham-
ber, and wait for her to come out, as she did daily; for she said she would go
out to her prayer. She spoke to Bagoas according to the samewords.

4All went away from her presence, and none was left in the bedchamber,
small or great. Judith, standing by his bed, said in her heart, O Lord God of
all power, look in this hour upon theworks ofmy hands for the exaltation of
Jerusalem.

5 For now is the time to help your inheritance, and to do the thing that I
havepurposed to thedestructionof theenemieswhichhave risenupagainst
us.

6 She came to the bedpost which was at Holofernes’ head, and took down
his sword from there.

7 She drew near to the bed, took hold of the hair of his head, and said,
“Strengthenme, O Lord God of Israel, this day.”

8 She struck twice upon his neck with all her might and cut off his head,
9 tumbled his body down from the bed, and took down the canopy from

the posts. After a little while she went out, and gave Holofernes’ head to her
maid;

10and she put it in her bag of food. They both went out together to prayer,
according to their custom. They passed through the camp, circled around
that valley, and went up to themountain of Bethulia, and came to its gates.

11 Judith said afar off to the watchmen at the gates, “Open, open the gate,
now. God is with us, even our God, to show his power yet in Israel, and his
might against the enemy, as he has done even this day.”

12 It came to pass, when the men of her city heard her voice, they made
haste to go down to the gate of their city, and they called together the elders
of the city.

13Theyall ran together, both small andgreat, for it seemedunbelievable to
them that she had come. They opened the gate and received them,making a
fire to give light, and surrounded them.
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14 She said to them with a loud voice, “Praise God! Praise him! Praise
God, who has not taken away his mercy from the house of Israel, but has
destroyed our enemies bymy hand tonight!”

15 Then she took the head out of the bag and showed it, and said to them,
“Behold, the head ofHolofernes, the chief captain of the army of Asshur, and
behold, the canopyunderwhichhe laid in his drunkenness. The Lord struck
him by the hand of a woman.

16 And as the Lord lives, who preserved me in my way that I went, my
countenance deceived him to his destruction, and he didn’t commit sinwith
me, to defile and shameme.”

17 All the people were exceedingly amazed, and bowed themselves, and
worshiped God, and said with one accord, “Blessed are you, O our God, who
have this day humiliated the enemies of your people.”

18Ozias said toher, “Blessedareyou, daughter, in the sight of theMostHigh
God, above all the women upon the earth; and blessed is the Lord God, who
created the heavens and the earth, who directed you to cut off the head of
the prince of our enemies.

19For your hopewill not depart from the heart of men that remember the
strength of God forever.

20MayGod turn these things to you for a perpetual praise, to visit youwith
good things, because you didn’t spare your life by reason of the affliction of
our race, but prevented our ruin, walking a straight way before our God.”
And all the people said, “Amen! Amen!”

14
1 Judith said to them, “Hear me now, my kindred, and take this head, and

hang it upon the battlement of your wall.
2 It will be, so soon as the morning appears, and the sun comes up on the

earth, you shall each take up his weapons of war, and every valiant man of
you go out of the city. You shall set a captain over them, as though youwould
go down to the plain toward the watch of the children of Asshur; but you
men shall not go down.

3Thesewill takeup their full armor, and shall go into their campand rouse
up the captains of the army of Asshur. They will run together to Holofernes’
tent. Theywon’t find him. Fearwill fall upon them, and theywill flee before
your face.

4 You men, and all that inhabit every border of Israel, shall pursue them
and overthrow them as they go.

5Butbefore youdo these things, summonAchior theAmmonite tome, that
hemayseeandknowhimthatdespised thehouseof Israel, and that senthim
to us, as it were to death.

6And they called Achior out of the house of Ozias; but when he came, and
saw the head of Holofernes in a man’s hand in the assembly of the people,
he fell upon his face, and his spirit failed.

7Butwhen theyhad recoveredhim,* he fell at Judith’s feet, boweddown to
her, and said, “Blessed are you in every tent of Judah! In every nation, those
who hear your namewill be troubled.

8Now tell me all the things that you have done in these days.”
* 14:7 Many authorities read he had recovered himself.
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And Judith declared to him in the midst of the people all the things that
she had done, from the day that shewent out until the time that she spoke to
them.

9 But when she finished speaking, the people shouted with a loud voice,
andmade a joyful noise in their city.

10 But when Achior saw all the things that the God of Israel had done, he
believed in God exceedingly, and circumcised the flesh of his foreskin, and
was joined to the house of Israel, to this day.

11 But as soon as the morning arose, they hanged the head of Holofernes
upon the wall, and every man took up his weapons, and they went forth by
bands to the ascents of themountain.

12 But when the children of Asshur saw them, they sent word to their
leaders, and they went to their captains and tribunes, and to every one of
their rulers.

13They came to Holofernes’ tent, and said to him that was over all that he
had, “Wake our lord up, now, for the slaves have been bold to come down
against us to battle, that theymay be utterly destroyed.”

14 Bagoas went in, and knocked at the outer door of the tent; for he
supposed that Holofernes was sleeping with Judith.

15 But when no one answered, he opened it, went into the bedchamber,
and found him cast upon the threshold dead; and his head had been taken
from him.

16He cried with a loud voice, with weeping, groaning, and shouting, and
tore his garments.

17He entered into the tent where Judith lodged, and he didn’t find her. He
leaped out to the people, and cried aloud,

18 “The slaves have dealt treacherously! One woman of the Hebrews
has brought shame upon the house of King Nebuchadnezzar; for, behold,
Holofernes lies upon the ground, and his head is not on him!”

19 But when the rulers of the army of Asshur heard this, they tore their
tunics, and their souls were troubled exceedingly. There were cries and an
exceedingly great noise in themidst of the camp.

15
1 When those who were in the tents heard, they were amazed at what

happened.
2 Trembling and fear fell upon them, and no man dared stay any more

in the sight of his neighbor, but rushing out with one accord, they fled into
every way of the plain and of the hill country.

3 Those who had encamped in the hill country round about Bethulia fled
away. And then the children of Israel, every one who was a warrior among
them, rushed out upon them.

4 Ozias sent to Betomasthaim, Bebai, Chobai, and Chola, and to every
border of Israel, to tell about the things that had been accomplished, and
that all should rush upon their enemies to destroy them.

5 But when the children of Israel heard this, they all fell upon them with
one accord, and struck them to Chobai. Yes, and in like manner also, people
from Jerusalem and from all the hill country came (for men had told them
aboutwhathappened in their enemies’ camp), and thosewhowere inGilead
and in Galilee fell upon their flank with a great slaughter, until they were
past Damascus and its borders.
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6The rest of the peoplewho lived at Bethulia fell upon the camp of Asshur,
and plundered them, and were enriched exceedingly.

7The children of Israel returned from the slaughter, and got possession of
thatwhich remained. The villages and the cities thatwere in thehill country
and in theplaincountry tookmanyspoils; for therewasanexceedinglygreat
supply.

8 Joakimthehighpriest, and theeldersof thechildrenof Israelwho lived in
Jerusalem, came to see the good thingswhich the Lord had showed to Israel,
and to see Judith and to greet her.

9When they came to her, they all blessed her with one accord, and said to
her, “You are the exaltation of Jerusalem! You are the great glory of Israel!
You are the great rejoicing of our race!

10You have done all these things by your hand. You have done with Israel
the things that are good, and God is pleased with it. May you be blessed by
the Almighty Lord forever!”
And all the people said, “Amen!”
11 And the people plundered the camp for thirty days; and they gave

Holofernes’ tent to Judith, along with all his silver cups, his beds, his bowls,
and all his furniture. She took them, placed themonhermule, prepared her
wagons, and piled them on it.

12Andall thewomenof Israel ran together to seeher; and theyblessedher,
andmade a dance among them for her. She took branches in her hand, and
distributed them to the womenwhowere with her.*

13 Then they made themselves garlands of olive, she and those who were
with her, and she went before all the people in the dance, leading all the
women. All the men of Israel followed in their armor with garlands, and
with songs in their mouths.

16
1And Judith began to sing this song of thanksgiving in all Israel, and all the

people sang with loud voices this song of praise.
2 Judith said,

“Begin a song to my Godwith timbrels.
Sing to my Lord with cymbals.

Makemelody to himwith psalm and praise.
Exalt him, and call upon his name.

3For the Lord is the God that crushes battles.
For in his armies in themidst of the people,
he deliveredme out of the hand of those who persecutedme.

4Asshur came out of themountains from the north.
He camewith ten thousands of his army.

Its multitude stopped the torrents.
Their horsemen covered the hills.

5He said that he would burn upmy borders,
kill my youngmenwith the sword,
throwmy nursing children to the ground,
give my infants up as prey,
andmakemy virgins a plunder.

6 “The Almighty Lord brought them to nothing by the hand of a woman.
* 15:12 Compare 2Maccabees 10:7.
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7For their mighty one didn’t fall by youngmen,
neither did sons of the Titans strike him.

Tall giants didn’t attack him,
but Judith thedaughter ofMerarimadehimweakwith thebeauty of her
countenance.

8 “For she put off the apparel of her widowhood
for the exaltation of those whowere distressed in Israel.

She anointed her face with ointment,
bound her hair in a tiara,
and took a linen garment to deceive him.

9Her sandal ravished his eye.
Her beauty took his soul prisoner.
The sword passed through his neck.

10 “The Persians quaked at her daring.
TheMedes were daunted at her boldness.

11 “Thenmy lowly ones shouted aloud.
My oppressed people were terrified and trembled for fear.
They lifted up their voices and the enemy fled.

12The children of slave-girls pierced them through,
and wounded them as fugitives’ children.
They perished by the army of my Lord.

13 “I will sing to my God a new song:
O Lord, you are great and glorious,
marvelous in strength, invincible.

14Let all your creation serve you;
for you spoke, and they weremade.

You sent out your spirit, and it built them.
There is no one who can resist your voice.

15For themountains will bemoved from their foundations with the waters,
and the rocks will melt as wax at your presence:
But you are yet merciful to those who fear you.

16For all sacrifice is little for a sweet savor,
and all the fat is very little for a whole burnt offering to you;
but he who fears the Lord is great continually.

17 “Woe to the nations who rise up against my race!
The Lord Almighty will take vengeance on them in the day of judgment
and put fire and worms in their flesh;
and they will weep and feel their pain forever.”

18 Now when they came to Jerusalem, they worshiped God. When the
peoplewerepurified, theyoffered theirwholeburntofferings, their freewill
offerings, and their gifts.

19 Judith dedicated all Holofernes’ stuff, which the people had given her,
and gave the canopy, which she had taken for herself out of his bedchamber,
for a gift to the Lord.

20And thepeople continued feasting in Jerusalembefore the sanctuary for
threemonths, and Judith remained with them.
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21After these days, everyonedeparted to his own inheritance. Judithwent
away to Bethulia, and remained in her own possession, and was honorable
in her time in all the land.

22Many desired her, but noman knew her all the days of her life from the
day that Manasses her husband died andwas gathered to his people.

23 She increased in greatness exceedingly; and she grew old in her hus-
band’s house, to one hundred five years. She let her maid go free. Then she
died in Bethulia. They buried her in the cave of her husbandManasses.

24 The house of Israel mourned for her seven days. She distributed her
goods before she died to all those who were nearest of kin to Manasses her
husband, and to those whowere nearest of her own kindred.

25 There was no one who made the children of Israel afraid any more in
the days of Judith, nor for a long time after her death.
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Esther
translated from the Greek Septuagint

Introduction
The book of Esther in the Greek Septuagint contains 5 additions that

the traditional Hebrew text doesn’t have. These additions are recognized
as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox,
and Russian Orthodox Churches. Those additions are enclosed in [square
brackets]. Because the additionsby themselvesmake little sensewithout the
broader context of the book,wepresent here a translation of thewhole book
of Esther from the Greek.
We have chosen not to distract the reader with confusing out-of-order

chapter numbers that would result from using the KJV versification, but
rathermerge these5additionsas extensionsat thebeginningof 1:1 andafter
3:13, 4:17, 8:12, and 10:3. This makes some verses (1:1, 5:1, and 8:12) really
long, but it also makes the verses line up with the same verse numbers in
Esther as translated from the traditional Hebrew text. Some of the proper
names in this book have been changed to the more familiar Hebrew form
instead of the direct transliteration from the Greek.

1 [In the second year of the reign of Ahasuerus the great king, on the first
day of Nisan, Mordecai the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Jew dwelling in the city Susa, a great man, serving
in the king’s palace, saw a vision. Now he was one of the captives whom
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried captive from Jerusalem with
Jeconiah the king of Judea. This was his dream: Behold, voices and a noise,
thunders and earthquake, tumult upon the earth. And, behold, two great
serpents came out, both ready for conflict. A great voice came from them.
Every nationwas prepared for battle by their voice, even to fight against the
nation of the just. Behold, a day of darkness and blackness, suffering and
anguish, affection and tumult upon the earth. And all the righteous nation
was troubled, fearing their own afflictions. They prepared to die, and cried
to God. Something like a great river from a little spring with much water,
came from their cry. Light and the sun arose, and the lowly were exalted,
and devoured the honorable.
Mordecai, who had seen this vision and what God desired to do, having

arisen, kept it in his heart, anddesired by allmeans to interpret it, evenuntil
night.
Mordecai restedquietly in thepalacewithGabathaandTharrha theking’s

two chamberlains, eunuchswhoguarded thepalace. Heheard their conver-
sation and searched out their plans. He learned that theywere preparing to
lay hands on King Ahasuerus; and he informed the king concerning them.
The king examined the two chamberlains. They confessed, and were led
away and executed. The king wrote these things for a record. Mordecai
also wrote concerning these matters. The king commanded Mordecai to
serve in the palace, and gave gifts for this service. But Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Bougean was honored in the sight of the king, and he
endeavored to harm Mordecai and his people, because of the king’s two
chamberlains.]
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* And it came to pass after these things† in the days of Ahasuerus, —(this
Ahasuerus ruled over one hundred twenty-seven provinces from India)—

2 in those days, whenKingAhasueruswas on the throne in the city of Susa,
3 in the third year of his reign, he made a feast for his friends, for people

from the rest of the nations, for the nobles of the Persians and Medes, and
for the chief of the local governors.

4After this—after he had shown them the wealth of his kingdom and the
abundant glory of his wealth during one hundred eighty days—

5 when the days of the wedding feast were completed, the king made a
banquet lasting six days for the people of the nations who were present in
the city, in the court of the king’s house,

6which was adorned with fine linen and flax on cords of fine linen and
purple, fastened to golden and silver studs on pillars of white marble and
stone. There were golden and silver couches on a pavement of emerald
stone, and of mother-of-pearl, and of white marble, with transparent cov-
erings variously flowered, having roses arranged around it.

7There were gold and silver cups, and a small cup of carbuncle set out, of
the value of thirty thousand talents, with abundant and sweet wine, which
the king himself drank.

8 This banquet was not according to the appointed law, but as the king
desired to have it. He charged the stewards to perform his will and that of
the company.

9AlsoVashti thequeenmadeabanquet for thewomen in thepalacewhere
King Ahasuerus lived.

10 Now on the seventh day, the king, being merry, told Haman, Bazan,
Tharrha, Baraze, Zatholtha, Abataza, and Tharaba, the seven chamberlains,
servants of King Ahasuerus,

11 to bring in the queen to him, to‡ enthrone her, and crown her with the
diadem, and to show her to the princes, and her beauty to the nations, for
she was beautiful.

12 But queen Vashti refused to come with the chamberlains; so the king
was grieved and angered.

13 And he said to his friends, “This is what Vashti said. Therefore pro-
nounce your legal judgment on this case.”

14SoArkesaeus, Sarsathaeus, andMalisear, theprinces of thePersians and
Medes, whowere near the king, who sat chief in rank by the king, drewnear
to him,

15 and reported to him according to the laws what it was proper to do to
queen Vashti, because she had not done the things commanded by the king
through the chamberlains.

16AndMemucan said to the king and to the princes, “QueenVashti has not
wronged the king only, but also all the king’s rulers and princes;

17 for he has told them the words of the queen, and how she§ disobeyed
the king. As she then refused to obey King Ahasuerus,

18 so this day the other wives of the chiefs of the Persians and Medes,
havingheardwhat she said to theking,will dare in the sameway todishonor
their husbands.

* 1:1 Note: In theHebrewandsomecopiesofLXX,Estherbeginshere. † 1:1 Greekwords. ‡ 1:11
Greek to make her queen. § 1:17 Greek contradicted.
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19 If then it seems good to the king, let him make a royal decree, and let it
be written according to the laws of the Medes and Persians, and let him not
alter it: ‘Don’t allow the queen to come in to him anymore. Let the king give
her royalty to a woman better than she.’

20 Let the law of the king which he will have made be widely proclaimed
in his kingdom. Then all thewomenwill give honor to their husbands, from
the poor even to the rich.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the princes; and the king did as
Memucan had said,

22 and sent into all his kingdom through the several provinces, according
to their language, so that menmight be feared in their own houses.

2
1 After this, the king’s anger was pacified, and he no more mentioned

Vashti, bearing inmindwhat she had said, and how he had condemned her.
2 Then the servants of the king said, “Let chaste, beautiful young virgins

be sought for the king.
3Let the king appoint local governors in all the provinces of his kingdom,

and let them select beautiful, chaste young ladies and bring them to the
city Susa, into the women’s apartment. Let them be consigned to the king’s
chamberlain, the keeper of the women. Then let things for purification and
other needs be given to them.

4Let the womanwho pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.”
This thing pleased the king; and he did so.
5Now there was a Jew in the city Susa, and his name was Mordecai, the

son of Jairus, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin.
6Hehadbeenbrought as aprisoner fromJerusalem,whomNebuchadnez-

zar king of Babylon had carried into captivity.
7 He had a foster child, daughter of Aminadab his father’s brother. Her

namewas Esther. When her parents died, he brought her up towomanhood
as his own. This lady was beautiful.

8 And because the king’s ordinance was published, many ladies were
gathered to the city of Susaunder thehandofHegai; andEstherwasbrought
to Hegai, the keeper of the women.

9 The lady pleased him, and she found favor in his sight. He hurried to
give her the things for purification, her portion, and the seven maidens
appointed her out of the palace. He treated her and hermaidens well in the
women’s apartment.

10 But Esther didn’t reveal her family or her kindred, for Mordecai had
charged her not to tell.

11But Mordecai used to walk every day by the women’s court, to see what
would become of Esther.

12 Now this was the time for a virgin to go into the king, when she had
completed twelve months; for so are the days of purification fulfilled, six
months while they are anointing themselves with oil of myrrh, and six
months with spices and women’s purifications.

13And then the lady goes in to the king. The officer that he commands to
do sowill bring her to come inwith him from thewomen’s apartment to the
king’s chamber.
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14She enters in the evening, and in themorning she departs to the second
women’s apartment, where Hegai the king’s chamberlain is keeper of the
women. She doesn’t go in to the king again, unless she is called by name.

15 And when the time was fulfilled for Esther the daughter of Aminadab
the brother of Mordecai’s father to go in to the king, she neglected nothing
which the chamberlain, the women’s keeper, commanded; for Esther found
grace in the sight of all who looked at her.

16SoEstherwent in toKingAhasuerus in the twelfthmonth,which isAdar,
in the seventh year of his reign.

17The king loved Esther, and she found favor beyond all the other virgins.
He put the queen’s crown on her.

18 The king made a banquet for all his friends and great men for seven
days, and he highly celebrated the marriage of Esther; and he granted a
remission of taxes to those whowere under his dominion.

19Meanwhile, Mordecai served in the courtyard.
20Now Esther had not revealed her country, for soMordecai commanded

her, to fear God, and perform his commandments, as when she was with
him. Esther didn’t change her manner of life.

21 Two chamberlains of the king, the chiefs of the body-guard, were
grieved, because Mordecai was promoted; and they sought to kill King
Ahasuerus.

22And the matter was discovered by Mordecai, and he made it known to
Esther, and she declared to the king thematter of the conspiracy.

23And the king examined the two chamberlains and hanged them. Then
the king gave orders tomake anote for amemorial in the royal library of the
goodwill shown byMordecai, as a commendation.

3
1 After this, King Ahasuerus highly honored Haman the son of Hamme-

datha, the Bugaean. He exalted him and set his seat above all his friends.
2All in the palace bowed down to him, for so the king had given orders to

do; but Mordecai didn’t bow down to him.
3 And they in the king’s palace said to Mordecai, “Mordecai, why do you

transgress the commands of the king?”
4They questioned him daily, but he didn’t listen to them; so they reported

to Haman that Mordecai resisted the commands of the king; and Mordecai
had shown to them that he was a Jew.

5WhenHamanunderstood thatMordecai didn’t bowdown tohim, hewas
greatly enraged,

6 and plotted to utterly destroy all the Jews who were under the rule of
Ahasuerus.

7 In the twelfth year of the reign of Ahasuerus, Hamanmade a decision by
casting lots by day andmonth, to kill the race ofMordecai in one day. The lot
fell on the fourteenth day of themonth of Adar.

8 So he spoke to King Ahasuerus, saying, “There is a nation scattered
among the nations in all your kingdom, and their laws differ from all the
other nations. They disobey the king’s laws. It is not expedient for the king
to tolerate them.

9 If it seem good to the king, let him make a decree to destroy them, and I
will remit into the king’s treasury ten thousand talents of silver.”
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10So the king took off his ring, and gave it into the hands of Haman to seal
the decrees against the Jews.

11 The king said to Haman, “Keep the silver, and treat the nation as you
will.”

12 So the king’s recorders were called in the first month, on the thirteenth
day, and theywrote asHaman commanded to the captains and governors in
every province, from India even to Ethiopia, to one hundred twenty-seven
provinces; and to the rulers of the nations according to their languages, in
the name of King Ahasuerus.

13 The message was sent by couriers throughout the kingdom of Aha-
suerus, to utterly destroy the race of the Jews on the first day of the twelfth
month, which is Adar, and to plunder their goods.* [The following is the
copy of the letter. “From the great King Ahasuerus to the rulers and the
governors under them of one hundred twenty-seven provinces, from India
even to Ethiopia, who hold authority under him:

“Ruling overmany nations and having obtained dominion over thewhole
world, I was determined (not elated by the confidence of power, but ever
conducting myself with great moderation and gentleness) to make the lives
of my subjects continually tranquil, desiring both to maintain the kingdom
quiet and orderly to its utmost limits, and to restore the peace desired by
all men. When I had asked my counselors how this should be brought to
pass, Haman, who excels in soundness of judgment among us, and has been
manifestly well inclined without wavering and with unshaken fidelity, and
had obtained the second post in the kingdom, informed us that a certain
ill-disposed people is scattered among all the tribes throughout the world,
opposed in their law to every other nation, and continually neglecting
the commands of the king, so that the united government blamelessly
administered by us is not quietly established. Having then conceived that
this nation is continually set in opposition to every man, introducing as a
change a foreign code of laws, and injuriously plotting to accomplish the
worst of evils against our interests, and against the happy establishment
of the monarchy, we instruct you in the letter written by Haman, who is
set over the public affairs and is our second governor, to destroy them all
utterly with their wives and children by the swords of the enemies, without
pitying or sparing any, on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month Adar, of
thepresent year; that thepeople aforetimeandnow ill-disposed toushaving
been violently consigned to death in one day, may hereafter secure to us
continually a well constituted and quiet state of affairs.”]

14Copies of the letterswerepublished in everyprovince; andanorderwas
given to all the nations to be ready for that day.

15This business was hastened also in Susa. The king and Haman began to
drink, but the city was confused.

4
1 But Mordecai, having perceived what was done, tore his garments, put

on sackcloth, and sprinkleddust uponhimself. Having rushed forth through
the open street of the city, he criedwith a loud voice, “Anation that has done
no wrong is going to be destroyed!”
* 3:13 Note: The part in brackets is not in Hebrew
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2Hecame to theking’s gate, andstood; for itwasnot lawful forhimtoenter
into the palace wearing sackcloth and ashes.

3 And in every province where the letters were published, there was
crying, lamentation, and greatmourning on the part of the Jews. Theywore
sackcloth and ashes.

4 The queen’s maids and chamberlains went in and told her; and when
she had heard what was done, she was deeply troubled. She sent clothes to
Mordecai to replace his sackcloth, but he refused.

5SoEsther called forher chamberlainHathach,whowaiteduponher; and
she sent to learn the truth fromMordecai.

7Mordecai showed him what was done, and the promise which Haman
had made the king of ten thousand talents to be paid into the treasury, that
hemight destroy the Jews.

8Andhegavehim the copyofwhatwaspublished inSusa concerning their
destruction to show toEsther; and toldhim to chargeher to go in andentreat
the king, and to beg him for the people. “Remember, he said, the days of your
humble condition, how youwere nursed bymy hand; because Haman, who
holds the next place to the king, has spoken against us to cause our death.
Call upon the Lord, and speak to the king concerning us, to deliver us from
death.”

9 So Hathach went in and told her all these words.
10Esther said to Hathach, “Go toMordecai, and say,
11 ‘All the nations of the empire know that anyman orwomanwho goes in

to the king into the inner court without being called, that person must die,
unless the king stretches out his golden sceptre; then he shall live. I haven’t
been called to go into the king for thirty days.’ ”

12 So Hathach reported to Mordecai all the words of Esther.
13ThenMordecai said to Hathach, “Go, and say to her, ‘Esther, don’t say to

yourself that you alone will escape in the kingdom, more than all the other
Jews.

14 For if you keep quiet on this occasion, help and protection will come to
the Jews from another place; but you and your father’s house will perish.
Who knows if you have beenmade queen for this occasion?’ ”

15And Esther sent themessenger who came to her to Mordecai, saying,
16 “Go and assemble the Jews that are in Susa, and all of you fast for me.

Don’t eat or drink for three days, night and day. My maidens and I will also
fast. Then I will go in to the king contrary to the law, even if I must die.”

17 SoMordecai went and did all that Esther commanded him.*
18 [He prayed to the Lord, makingmention of all the works of the Lord.
19 He said, “Lord† God, you are king ruling over all, for all things are in

your power, and there is no onewho can oppose you in your purpose to save
Israel;

20 for you havemade the heaven and the earth and everywonderful thing
under heaven.

21You are Lord of all, and there is no one who can resist you, Lord.
22 You know all things. You know, Lord, that it is not in insolence, nor

arrogance, nor love of glory, that I have done this, to refuse to bow down
to the arrogant Haman.

23For Iwould gladly have kissed the soles of his feet for the safety of Israel.
* 4:17 Note: The part between brackets, i.e. to the end of chapter 5 is not in the Hebrew † 4:19
See 3 Kings 8.53. Note.
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24But I have done this that Imight not set the glory ofman above the glory
ofGod. Iwill notworshipanyoneexcept you,myLord, and Iwill not do these
things in arrogance.

25And now, O Lord God, the King, the God of Abraham, spare your people,
for our enemies are planning our destruction, and they have desired to
destroy your ancient inheritance.

26Donot overlook yourpeople,whomyouhave redeemed for yourself out
of the land of Egypt.

27 Listen to my prayer. Have mercy on your inheritance and turn our
mourning into gladness, that we may live and sing praise to your name, O
Lord. Don’t utterly destroy themouth of those who praise you, O Lord.”

28All Israel cried with all their might, for death was before their eyes.
29And queen Esther took refuge in the Lord, being taken as it were in the

agony of death.
30Having taken off her glorious apparel, she put on garments of distress

andmourning. Insteadof grandperfumes shefilledherheadwithashes and
dung. She greatly humbled her body, and she filled every place of her glad
adorning with her tangled hair.

31She implored the LordGod of Israel, and said, “OmyLord, you alone are
our king. Helpme. I am destitute, and have no helper but you,

32 for my danger is near at hand‡.
33 I have heard from my birth in the tribe of my kindred that you, Lord,

took Israel out of all the nations, and our fathers out of all their kindred for
a perpetual inheritance, and have done for them all that you have said.

34Andnowwehave sinned before you, and youhave delivered us into the
hands of our enemies,

35because we honored their gods. You are righteous, O Lord.
36But now they have not been content with the bitterness of our slavery,

but have laid their hands on the hands of their idols
37 to abolish the decree of your mouth, and utterly to destroy your

inheritance, and to stop themouthof thosewhopraiseyou, and toextinguish
the glory of your house and your altar,

38 and to open the mouth of the Gentiles to speak the§ praises of vanities,
and that a mortal king should be admired forever.

39O Lord, don’t surrender your sceptre to those who don’t exist, and don’t
let them laugh at our fall, but turn their counsel against themselves, and
make an example of himwho has begun to injure us.

40 Remember us, O Lord! Manifest yourself in the time of our affliction.
Encourageme, O King of gods, and ruler of all dominion!

41 Put harmonious speech into my mouth before the lion, and turn his
heart to hate himwhofights against us, to the utter destruction of thosewho
agree with him.

42 But deliver us by your hand, and help me who am alone and have no
one but you, O Lord.

43 You know all things, and know that I hate the glory of transgressors,*
and that I abhor the bed of the uncircumcised and of every stranger.

44 You know my necessity, for I abhor the symbol of my proud station,
which is upon my head in the days of my† splendor. I abhor it as a
‡ 4:32 Greek inmy hand. § 4:38 Greek virtues. * 4:43 Or, opinion. † 4:44 Greek vision.
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menstruous cloth, and I don’t wear it in the days of my tranquility.
45Your handmaid has not eaten at Haman’s table, and I have not honored

the banquet of the king, neither have I drunk wine of libations.
46Neitherhasyourhandmaid rejoiced since thedayofmypromotionuntil

now, except in you, O Lord God of Abraham.
47O god, who has power over all, listen to the voice of the desperate, and

deliver us from the hand of those who devise mischief. Deliver me frommy
fear.]

5
1 * It came to pass on the third day, when she had ceased praying, that

she took off her servant’s dress and put on her glorious apparel. Being
splendidly dressed and having called upon God the Overseer and Preserver
of all things, she took her twomaids, and she leaned upon one, as a delicate
female, and the other followed bearing her train. She was blooming in the
perfection of her beauty. Her face was cheerful and looked lovely, but her
heart was filled with fear. Having passed through all the doors, she stood
before the king. He was sitting on his royal throne. He had put on all his
glorious apparel, covered all over with gold and precious stones, and was
very terrifying. Andhaving raisedhis face resplendentwith glory, he looked
with intense anger. The queen fell, and changed her color as she fainted.
She bowed herself upon the head of the maid who went before her. But
God changed the spirit of the king to gentleness, and in intense feeling, he
sprang from off his throne, and took her into his arms, until she recovered.
He comforted her with peaceful words, and said to her, “What is the matter,
Esther? I am your relative. Cheer up! You shall not die, for our command is
openly declared to you: ‘Draw near.’ ”

2 And having raised the golden sceptre, he laid it upon her neck, and
embraced her. He said, “Speak to me.”
So she said to him, “I saw you, my lord, as an angel of God, and my heart

was troubled for fear of your glory; for you, my lord, are to be wondered at,
and your face is full of grace.” While she was speaking, she fainted and fell.
Then the king was troubled, and all his servants comforted her.
3 The king said, “What do you desire, Esther? What is your request? Ask

even to the half of my kingdom, and it shall be yours.”
4Esther said, “Today is a special day. So if it seems good to the king, let both

him and Haman come to the feast which I will prepare this day.”
5 The king said, “Hurry and bring Haman here, that we may do as Esther

said.” So they both came to the feast about which Esther had spoken.
6 At the banquet, the king said to Esther, “What is your request, queen

Esther? You shall have all that you require.”
7 She said, “My request andmy petition is:
8 if I have found favor in the king’s sight, let the king and Haman come

again tomorrow to the feast which I shall prepare for them, and tomorrow I
will do as I have done today.”

9SoHamanwent out from theking very glad andmerry; butwhenHaman
sawMordecai the Jew in the court, he was greatly enraged.

* 5:1 From the first verse to the third, the Greek widely differs from the Hebrew
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10 Having gone into his own house, he called his friends, and his wife
Zeresh.

11 He showed them his wealth and the glory with which the king had
invested him, and how he had promoted him to be chief ruler in the
kingdom.

12Haman said, “The queen has called no one to the feast with the king but
me, and I am invited tomorrow.

13 But these things don’t please me while I see Mordecai the Jew in the
court.

14 Then Zeresh his wife and his friends said to him, “Let a fifty cubit tall†
gallows be made for you. In the morning you speak to the king, and let
Mordecai be hanged on the gallows; but you go in to the feast with the king,
and bemerry.”
The saying pleased Haman, and the gallows was prepared.

6
1 The Lord removed sleep from the king that night; so he told his servant

to bring in the* books, the registers of daily events, to read to him.
2Andhe found the† recordswritten concerningMordecai, howhehad told

the king about the king’s two chamberlains, when theywere keeping guard,
and sought to lay hands on Ahasuerus.

3The king said, “What honor or favor have we done for Mordecai?”
The king’s servants said, “You haven’t done anything for him.”
4 And while the king was enquiring about the kindness of Mordecai,

behold, Haman was in the court. The king said, “Who is in the court? Now
Haman had come in to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the
gallows which he had prepared.

5The king’s servants said, “Behold, Haman stands in the court.”
And the king said, “Call him!”
6 The king said to Haman, “What should I do for the man whom I wish to

honor?”
Haman said within himself, “Whomwould the king honor but myself?”
7He said to the king, “As for themanwhom the king wishes to honor,
8 let the king’s servants bring the robe of fine linenwhich the king puts on,

and the horse on which the king rides,
9and let him give it to one of the king’s noble friends, and let himdress the

man whom the king loves. Let him mount him on the horse, and proclaim
through the‡ streets of the city, saying, “This is what will be done for every
manwhom the king honors!”

10Then the king said toHaman, “Youhave spokenwell. Do so forMordecai
the Jew,whowaits in the palace, and let not aword ofwhat you have spoken
be neglected!”

11SoHaman took the robe and the horse, dressedMordecai, mounted him
on the horse, and went through the streets of the city, proclaiming, “This is
what will be done for everymanwhom the king wishes to honor.”

12 Then Mordecai returned to the palace; but Haman went home mourn-
ing, with his head covered.

13Haman related the events that had happened to him to Zeresh his wife
and to his friends. His friends and his wife said to him, “If Mordecai is of

† 5:14 Greek a tree cut. * 6:1 Greek letters. † 6:2 Greek letters. ‡ 6:9 Or, wide space.
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the race of the Jews, and you have begun to be humbled before him, youwill
assuredly fall; and you will not be able to withstand him, for the living God
is with him.”

14While theywere still speaking, the chamberlains arrived to rushHaman
to the banquet which Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Hamanwent in to drink with the queen.
2 The king said to Esther at the banquet on the second day, “What is it,

queen Esther? What is your request? What is your petition? It shall be done
for you, up to half of my kingdom.”

3 She answered and said, “If I have found favor in the sight of the king, let
my life be granted as my petition, andmy people as my request.

4For both I andmy people are sold for destruction, pillage, and genocide.
If both we and our children were sold for male and female slaves, I would
not have bothered you, for this* isn’t worthy of the king’s palace.”

5The king said, “Who has dared to do this thing?”
6Esther said, “The enemy is Haman, this wickedman!”
Then Hamanwas terrified in the presence of the king and the queen.
7 The king rose up from the banquet to go into the garden. Haman began

to beg the queen for mercy, for he saw that he was in serious trouble.
8 The king returned from the garden; and Haman had fallen upon the

couch, begging the queen for mercy. The king said, “Will you even assault
mywife inmy house?”
Andwhen Haman heard it, he changed countenance.
9AndBugathan, oneof the chamberlains, said to theking, “Behold,Haman

has also prepared a gallows for Mordecai, who spoke concerning the king,
and a fifty cubit high gallows has been set up on Haman’s property.”
The king said, “Let him be† hanged on it!”
10 So Haman was hanged on the gallows that had been prepared for

Mordecai. Then the king’s wrath was abated.

8
1On that day, King Ahasuerus gave to Esther all that belonged to Haman

the slanderer. The king called Mordecai, for Esther had told that he was
related to her.

2 The king took the ring which he had taken away from Haman and gave
it to Mordecai. Esther appointedMordecai over all that had been Haman’s.

3 She spoke yet again to the king, and fell at his feet, and implored him to
undo Haman’s mischief and all that he had done against the Jews.

4Then the king extended the golden sceptre to Esther; and Esther arose to
stand near the king.

5Esther said, “If it seems good to you, and I have found favor in your sight,
let an order be sent that the letters sent by Hamanmay be reversed—letters
that were written for the destruction of the Jews who are in your kingdom.

6 For how could I see the affliction of my people, and how could I survive
the destruction of my* kindred?”
* 7:4 see Hebrew: slanderer † 7:9 Or, impaled. * 8:6 Greek country.
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7 Then the king said to Esther, “If I have given and freely granted you all
that was Haman’s, and hanged him on a gallows because he laid his hands
upon the Jews, what more do you seek?

8Write inmy namewhatever seems good to you, and seal it withmy ring;
forwhatever iswritten at the commandof the king, and sealedwithmy ring,
cannot be countermanded.

9 So the scribes were called in the first month, which is Nisan, on the
twenty-third day of the same year; and orders were written to the Jews,
whatever the king had commanded to the† local governors and chiefs of
the local governors, fromIndiaeven toEthiopia—onehundred twenty-seven
local governors, according to the several provinces, in their own languages.

10 They were written by order of the king, sealed with his ring, and the
letters were sent by the couriers.

11 In them, he charged them to use their own laws in every city, to help
each other, and to treat their adversaries and those who attacked them as
they pleased,

12on one day in all the kingdomof Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, which is Adar.

13Let the copies be posted in conspicuous places throughout the kingdom.
Let all the Jews be ready against this day, to fight against their enemies. The
following is a copy of the letter containing orders:

‡ [The great King Ahasuerus sends greetings to the rulers of provinces in
onehundred twenty-seven local governance regions, fromIndia toEthiopia,
even to those who are faithful to our interests. Many who have been
frequently honored by the most abundant kindness of their§ benefactors
have conceived ambitious designs, and not only endeavor to hurt our
subjects, butmoreover, not being able to bear prosperity, they also endeavor
to plot against their own benefactors. They not only would utterly abolish
gratitude fromamongmen, but also, elated by the boastings ofmenwho are
strangers to all that is good, they supposed that they would escape the sin-
hating vengeance of the ever-seeing God. And oftentimes evil exhortation
hasmadepartakersof theguilt of shedding innocentblood, andhas involved
in irremediable calamitiesmany of thosewho had been appointed to offices
of authority, who had been entrustedwith themanagement of their friends’
affairs; while men, by the false sophistry of an evil disposition, have de-
ceived the simple goodwill of the ruling powers. And it is possible to see this,
not so much from more ancient traditional accounts, as it is immediately
in your power to see it by examining what things have been wickedly*
perpetrated by the baseness of men unworthily holding power. It is right to
takeheedwith regard to the future, thatwemaymaintain thegovernment in
undisturbed peace for all men, adopting needful changes, and ever judging
those caseswhich comeunder our noticewith truly equitable decisions. For
whereas Haman, aMacedonian, the son of Hammedatha, in reality an alien
from the blood of the Persians, and differing widely from our mild course
of government, having been hospitably entertained by us, obtained so large
a share of our universal kindness as to be called our father, and to continue
thepersonnext to the royal throne, reverencedof all; hehowever, overcome

† 8:9 Greek stewards. ‡ 8:13 the passages in brackets are not in the Hebrew. § 8:13 perhaps
rulers, see Luke 22. 25. * 8:13 Greek contrived.
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by† pride, endeavored to deprive us of our dominion, and our life;‡ having
by various and subtle artifices demanded for destruction both Mordecai
our deliverer and perpetual benefactor, and Esther the blameless consort
of our kingdom, along with their whole nation. For by these methods he
thought, having surprised us in a defenseless state, to transfer the dominion
of the Persians to the Macedonians. But we find that the Jews, who have
been consigned to destruction by the§ most abominable of men, are not
malefactors, but living according to the most just laws, and being the sons
of the living God, the most high and* mighty, who maintains the kingdom,
to us as well as to our forefathers, in the most excellent order. You will
therefore do well in refusing to obey the letter sent by Haman the son of
Hammedatha, because he who has done these things has been hanged with
his whole family at the gates of Susa, Almighty God having swiftly returned
to him a worthy punishment. We enjoin you then, having openly published
a copy of this letter in every place, to give the Jews permission to use their
own lawful customs and to strengthen them, that on the thirteenth of the
twelfth month Adar, on the self-same day, they may defend themselves
against those who attack them in a time of affliction. For in the place of the
destruction of the chosen race, Almighty God has granted them this time
of gladness. Therefore you also, among your notable feasts, must keep a
distinct day with all festivity, that both now and hereafter it may be a day
of deliverance to us and who are well disposed toward the Persians, but
to those that plotted against us a memorial of destruction. And every city
andprovince collectively, which shall not do accordingly, shall be consumed
with vengeance by spear and fire. It shall be made not only inaccessible to
men, but most hateful to wild beasts and birds forever.] Let the copies be
posted in conspicuous places throughout the kingdomand let all the Jews be
ready against this day, to fight against their enemies.

14So thehorsemenwent forthwithhaste toperform theking’s commands.
The ordinance was also published in Susa.

15Mordecai went out robed in royal apparel, wearing a golden crown and
a diadem of fine purple linen. The people in Susa saw it and rejoiced.

16The Jews had light and gladness
17 in every city and province where the ordinance was published. Wher-

ever the proclamation took place, the Jews had joy and gladness, feasting
andmirth. Many of the Gentileswere circumcised and became Jews for fear
of the Jews.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, on the thirteenth day of the month, which is

Adar, the letters written by the king arrived.
2 In that day, the adversaries of the Jews perished; for no one resisted,

through fear of them.
3 For the chiefs of the local governors, and the princes and the royal

scribes, honored the Jews; for the fear of Mordecai was upon them.
4For the order of the king was in force, that he should be celebrated in all

the kingdom.

† 8:13 Greek not having borne. ‡ 8:13 Greek spirit. § 8:13 Greek thrice guilty. * 8:13
Greek greatest.
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6 In the city Susa the Jews killed five hundredmen,
7 including Pharsannes, Delphon, Phasga,
8Pharadatha, Barea, Sarbaca,
9Marmasima, Ruphaeus, Arsaeus, and Zabuthaeus,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha the Bugaean, the enemy

of the Jews; and they plundered their property on the same day.
11The number of those who perished in Susa was reported to the king.
12 Then the king said to Esther, “The Jews have slain five hundred men in

the city Susa. What do you think they have done in the rest of the country?
What more do you ask, that it may be done for you?”

13 Esther said to the king, “Let it be granted to the Jews to do the same to
them tomorrow. Also, hang the bodies of the ten sons of Haman.”

14He permitted it to be done; and he gave up to the Jews of the city the
bodies of the sons of Haman to hang.

15 The Jews assembled in Susa on the fourteenth day of Adar and killed
three hundredmen, but plundered no property.

16 The rest of the Jews who were in the kingdom assembled, and helped
oneanother, andobtainedrest fromtheir enemies; for theydestroyedfifteen
thousand of them on the thirteenth day of Adar, but took no spoil.

17They rested on the fourteenth of the samemonth, and kept it as a day of
rest with joy and gladness.

18 The Jews in the city of Susa assembled also on the fourteenth day and
rested; and they also observed the fifteenth with joy and gladness.

19On this account then, the Jews dispersed in every foreign land keep the
fourteenth of Adar as a* holy day with joy, each sending gifts of food to his
neighbor.

20 Mordecai wrote these things in a book and sent them to the Jews, as
many as were in the kingdom of Ahasuerus, both those who were near and
those whowere far away,

21 to establish these as joyful days and to keep the fourteenth and fifteenth
of Adar;

22 for on these days the Jews obtained rest from their enemies; and in
that month, which was Adar, in which a change was made for them from
mourning to joy, and from sorrow to a holiday, to spend the whole of it in
good days of† feasting and gladness, sending portions to their friends and to
the poor.

23And the Jews consented to this as Mordecai wrote to them,
24 showing how Haman the son of Hammedatha the Macedonian fought

against them, how hemade a decree and cast‡ lots to destroy them utterly;
25also howhewent in to the king, telling him to hangMordecai; but all the

calamities he tried to bring upon the Jews came upon himself, and he was
hanged, along with his children.

26Therefore these days were called Purim, because of the lots (for in their
language they are called Purim) because of the words of this letter, and
because of all they suffered on this account, and all that happened to them.

27Mordecai established it, and the Jews took upon themselves, upon their
offspring, and upon those who were joined to them to observe it, neither

* 9:19 Greek good day. † 9:22 Greek weddings. ‡ 9:24 Greek lot.
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would they on any account behave differently; but these days were to be a
memorial kept in every generation, city, family, and province.

28These days of Purim shall be kept forever, and their memorial shall not
fail in any generation.

29QueenEsther the daughter of AminadabandMordecai the Jewwrote all
that they had done, and gave the confirmation of the letter about Purim.

31Mordecai and Esther the queen established this decision on their own,
pledging their ownwell-being to their plan.

32And Esther established it by a command forever, and it was written for
amemorial.

10
1The king levied a tax upon his kingdom both by land and sea.
2As for his strength and valour, and the wealth and glory of his kingdom,

behold, they are written in the book of the Persians and Medes for a
memorial.

3Mordecai* was viceroy to King Ahasuerus, and was a great man in the
kingdom, honored by the Jews, and lived his life loved by all his nation.†

4 [Mordecai said, “These things have come from God.
5For I remember the dreamwhich I had concerning thesematters; for not

one detail of them has failed.
6Therewas the little springwhichbecamea river, and therewas light, and

the sun and much water. The river is Esther, whom the king married and
made queen.

7The two serpents are Haman andme.
8The nations are those which combined to destroy the name of the Jews.
9But as formy nation, this is Israel, even thosewho cried to God andwere

delivered; for the Lord delivered his people. The Lord rescued us out of all
these calamities; and Godworked such signs and great wonders as have not
been done among the nations.

10Therefore he ordained two lots. One for the people of God, and one for
all the other nations.

11 And these two lots came for an appointed season, and for a day of
judgment, before God, and for all the nations.

12God remembered his people and vindicated his inheritance.
13They shall observe these days in themonth Adar, on the fourteenth and

on the fifteenth day of themonth,with an assembly, joy, and gladness before
God, throughout the generations forever among his people Israel.

14 In the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemeus and Cleopatra, Dositheus,
who said he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemeus his son brought this
letter of Purim, which they saidwas authentic, and that Lysimachus the son
of Ptolemeus, who was in Jerusalem, had interpreted.]

* 10:3 Greek succeded to Or, came into the place of. † 10:3 the passages in brackets are not in the
Hebrew.
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The Book of
Daniel

with Greek Portions
1 In the thirdyearof the reignof Jehoiakimkingof Judah,Nebuchadnezzar

king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
2 The Lord* gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the

vessels of the house of God;† and he carried them into the land of Shinar to
the house of his god. He brought the vessels into the treasure house of his
god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should
bring in some of the children of Israel, even of the royal offspring‡ and of the
nobles—

4 youths in whom was no defect, but well-favored, and skillful in all
wisdom, and endowed with knowledge, and understanding science, and
who had the ability to serve in the king’s palace; and that he should teach
them the learning and the language of the Chaldeans.

5The king appointed for them a daily portion of the king’s delicacies, and
of the wine which he drank, and that they should be nourished three years;
that at its end they should serve the king.

6 Now among these were of the children of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah.

7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names to them: to Daniel he gave the
name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to
Azariah, Abednego.

8ButDaniel purposed inhis heart that hewouldnot defilehimselfwith the
king’s delicacies, norwith thewinewhich he drank. Therefore he requested
of the prince of the eunuchs that hemight not defile himself.

9Now God made Daniel find kindness and compassion in the sight of the
prince of the eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who
has appointed your food and your drink. For why should he see your faces
worse looking than the youths who are of your own age? Then you would
endanger my head with the king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the prince of the eunuchs had
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten days; and let them give us vegetables
to eat and water to drink.

13 Then let our faces be examined before you, and the face of the youths
who eat of the king’s delicacies; and as you see, deal with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days.
15At the end of ten days, their faces appeared fairer, and they were fatter

in flesh, than all the youths who ate of the king’s delicacies.
16So the steward took away their delicacies, and thewine that theywould

drink, and gave them vegetables.

* 1:2 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:2 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑
(Elohim). ‡ 1:3 or, seed
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17 Now as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in
all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and
dreams.

18At the end of the days which the king had appointed for bringing them
in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

19 The king talked with them; and among them all was found no one like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they served the king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding concerning which the
king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all themagicians
and enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21Daniel continued serving even to the first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar

dreamed dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and his sleep went from him.
2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the

sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his dreams. So they
came in and stood before the king.

3Theking said to them, “I havedreamedadream, andmyspirit is troubled
to know the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in the Syrian language, “Oking, live
forever! Tell your servants the dream, andwewill show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The thing has gone from me. If you
don’t make known tome the dream and its interpretation, youwill be cut in
pieces, and your houses will be made a dunghill.

6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from
me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its
interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and wewill show the interpretation.”

8Thekinganswered, “I knowofa certainty that youare trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone fromme.

9 But if you don’t make known to me the dream, there is but one law for
you; for you have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me,
until the situation changes. Therefore tell me the dream, and I will know
that you can showme its interpretation.”

10The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, “There is not a man
on the earth who can show the king’s matter, because no king, lord, or ruler,
has asked such a thing of anymagician, enchanter, or Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is no other who can
show it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

12Because of this, the king was angry and very furious, and commanded
that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed.

13 So the decree went out, and the wise menwere to be slain. They sought
Daniel and his companions to be slain.

14Then Daniel returned answer with counsel and prudence to Arioch the
captainof theking’s guard,whohadgoneout tokill thewisemenofBabylon.

15 He answered Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree so urgent
from the king?” Then Ariochmade the thing known to Daniel.
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16Danielwent in, anddesiredof theking thathewouldappointhima time,
and he would show the king the interpretation.

17Then Daniel went to his house andmade the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,

18 that they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this
secret, and that Daniel and his companions would not perish with the rest
of the wise men of Babylon.

19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then
Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever;

for wisdom andmight are his.
21He changes the times and the seasons.

He removes kings and sets up kings.
He gives wisdom to the wise,

and knowledge to those who have understanding.
22He reveals the deep and secret things.

He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat we desired of you;
for you havemade known to us the king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to
destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said this to him: “Don’t
destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I will
show to the king the interpretation.”

25Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said this to
him: “I have found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah who will
make known to the king the interpretation.”

26Theking answeredDaniel, whosenamewasBelteshazzar, “Are youable
to make known tome the dreamwhich I have seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and said, “The secret which the
king has demanded can’t be shown to the king by wise men, enchanters,
magicians, or soothsayers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has made
known to KingNebuchadnezzarwhatwill be in the latter days. Your dream,
and the visions of your head on your bed, are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came on your bed, what should
happen hereafter; and hewho reveals secrets hasmade known to youwhat
will happen.

30But as forme, this secret is not revealed tome for anywisdomthat I have
more than any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made
known to the king, and that youmay know the thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,* a great image. This image, which
was mighty, and whose brightness was excellent, stood before you; and its
appearance was terrifying.

* 2:31 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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32As for this image, its headwas of fine gold, its chest and its arms of silver,
its belly and its thighs of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and part of clay.
34You sawuntil a stonewas cut outwithout hands,which struck the image

on its feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.
35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were broken

in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors.
Thewind carried themaway, so that no placewas found for them. The stone
that struck the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and wewill tell its interpretation before the king.
37You, O king, are king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the

kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory.
38Wherever the children of men dwell, he has given the animals of the

field and the birds of the sky into your hand, and has made you rule over
them all. You are the head of gold.

39“After you, another kingdomwill arise that is inferior to you; anda third
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth.

40The fourth kingdomwill be strong as iron, because iron breaks in pieces
and subdues all things; and as iron that crushes all these, it will break in
pieces and crush.

41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron,
it will be a divided kingdom; but therewill be in it of the strength of the iron,
because you saw the ironmixed withmiry clay.

42As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom
will be partly strong, and partly brittle.

43 Whereas you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, they will mingle
themselves with the seed of men; but they won’t cling to one another, even
as iron does not mix with clay.

44“In thedaysof thosekings theGodofheavenwill setupakingdomwhich
will never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty be left to another people;
but it will break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it will stand
forever.

45Becauseyousawthata stonewascutoutof themountainwithouthands,
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold. The great Godhasmade known to the kingwhatwill happenhereafter.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, worshiped Daniel, and
commanded that they should offer an offering and sweet odors to him.

47 The king answered to Daniel, and said, “Of a truth your God is the God
of gods, and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you have been
able to reveal this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and
madehim rule over thewhole province of Babylon, and to be chief governor
over all the wise men of Babylon.

49Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed Shadrach,Meshach, and
Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel was in the
king’s gate.
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3
1Nebuchadnezzar the kingmade an image of gold,whose heightwas sixty

cubits,* and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the
province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the local gov-
ernors, the deputies, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the
dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

3Then the local governors, the deputies, and the governors, the judges, the
treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces,
were gathered together to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar
the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar
had set up.

4Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it is commanded, peoples, nations,
and languages,

5 that whenever you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp,
pipe, and all kinds of music, you fall down and worship the golden image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.

6Whoever doesn’t fall down and worship shall be cast into the middle of
a burning fiery furnace the same hour.”

7Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music, all the peoples, the
nations, and the languages, fell down and worshiped the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and brought accu-
sation against the Jews.

9They answered Nebuchadnezzar the king, “O king, live for ever!
10You, O king, havemade a decree that everymanwho hears the sound of

the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music shall fall down
andworship the golden image;

11andwhoeverdoesn’t fall downandworship shall be cast into themiddle
of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of
the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O
king, have not respected you. They don’t serve your gods, and don’t worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and fury commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. Then these men were brought before
the king.

14Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is it onpurpose, Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego, that you don’t serve my god, nor worship the golden image
which I have set up?

15Now if you are ready whenever you hear the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music to fall down and worship the
image which I have made, good; but if you don’t worship, you shall be cast
the same hour into the middle of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”
* 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.



Daniel (Greek) 3:16 1308 Daniel (Greek) 3:34

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “Nebuchadnez-
zar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king, thatwewill not serve your gods
or worship the golden image which you have set up.”

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the form of his appearance
was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He spoke, and
commanded that they should heat the furnace seven timesmore than it was
usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men who were in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery
furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their pants, their tunics, their mantles,
and their other clothes, and were cast into the middle of the burning fiery
furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the fur-
nace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

23 These three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound
into themiddle of the burning fiery furnace.

THE SONGOF THE THREEHOLY CHILDREN†
24Theywalked in themidst of thefire, praisingGod, andblessing the Lord.
25ThenAzarias stood, andprayed like this. Openinghismouth in themidst

of the fire he said,
26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of our fathers! Your name is worthy

to be praised and glorified for evermore;
27 for you are righteous in all the things that you have done. Yes, all your

works are true. Your ways are right, and all your judgments are truth.
28 In all the things that you have brought upon us, and upon the holy city

of our fathers, Jerusalem, you have executed true judgments. For according
to truth and justice youhave brought all these things uponus because of our
sins.

29For we have sinned and committed iniquity in departing from you.
30 In all things we have trespassed, and not obeyed your commandments

or kept them. We haven’t done as you have commanded us, that it might go
well with us.

31 Therefore all that you have brought upon us, and everything that you
have done to us, you have done in true judgment.

32You delivered us into the hands of lawless enemies, most hateful rebels,
and to an unjust king who is themost wicked in all the world.

33And nowwe can’t open ourmouth. Shame and reproach have come on
your servants and those whoworship you.

34 Don’t utterly deliver us up, for your name’s sake. Don’t annul your
covenant.
† 3:23 The Song of the Three Holy Children is an addition to Daniel found in the Greek Septuagint but
not found in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. This portion is recognized as Deuterocanonical
Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is found
inserted between Daniel 3:23 and Daniel 3:24 of the traditional Hebrew Bible. Here, the verses after
23 from the Hebrew Bible are numbered starting at 91 to make room for these verses.
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35Don’t cause yourmercy to depart fromus, for the sake of Abrahamwho
is loved by you, and for the sake of Isaac your servant, and Israel your holy
one,

36 to whom you promised that you would multiply their offspring as the
stars of the sky, and as the sand that is on the sea shore.

37For we, O Lord, have become less than any nation, and are brought low
this day in all the world because of our sins.

38 There isn’t at this time prince, or prophet, or leader, or burnt offering,
or sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, or place to offer before you, and to find
mercy.

39Nevertheless in a contrite heart and a humble spirit let us be accepted,
40 like the burnt offerings of rams and bullocks, and like ten thousands of

fat lambs. So let our sacrifice be in your sight this day, that we may wholly
go after you, for they shall not be ashamedwho put their trust in you.

41And now we follow you with all our heart. We fear you, and seek your
face.

42Put us not to shame; but dealwith us after your kindness, and according
to themultitude of yourmercy.

43 Deliver us also according to your marvelous works, and give glory to
your name, O Lord. Let all those who harm your servants be confounded.

44Let thembe ashamedof all their power andmight, and let their strength
be broken.

45 Let them know that you are the Lord, the only God, and glorious over
the whole world.”

46The king’s servants who put them in didn’t stopmaking the furnace hot
with naphtha, pitch, tinder, and small wood,

47 so that the flame streamed out forty nine cubits above the furnace.
48 It spread and burned those Chaldeans whom it found around the

furnace.
49 But the angel of the Lord came down into the furnace together with

Azarias andhis fellows, andhe struck theflameof thefire out of the furnace,
50andmade themidst of the furnace as it hadbeenamoistwhistlingwind,

so that the fire didn’t touch them at all. It neither hurt nor troubled them.
51Then the three, as out of onemouth, praised, glorified, and blessed God

in the furnace, saying,
52 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of our fathers, to be praised and

exalted above all forever!
53Blessed is your glorious and holy name, to be praised and exalted above

all forever!
54 Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory, to be praised and

glorified above all forever!
55 Blessed are you who see the depths and sit upon the cherubim, to be

praised and exalted above all forever.
56 Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom, to be praised and

extolled above all forever!
57Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven, to be praised and glorified

forever!
58O all you works of the Lord, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above

all forever!
59O you heavens, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for ever!
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60O you angels of the Lord, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

61O all you waters that are above the sky, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
him above all forever!

62O all you powers of the Lord, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever!

63 O you sun and moon, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

64 O you stars of heaven, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

65O every shower and dew, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever!

66O all you winds, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!
67 O you fire and heat, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
68 O you dews and storms of snow, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him

above all forever!
69 O you nights and days, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
70O you light and darkness, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
71 O you cold and heat, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
72 O you frost and snow, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
73O you lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above

all forever!
74 O let the earth bless the Lord! Let it praise and exalt him above all

forever!
75O you mountains and hills, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above

all forever!
76O all you things that grow on the earth, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt

him above all forever!
77 ‡O sea and rivers, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt himabove all forever!
78O you springs, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!
79Oyouwhales and all thatmove in thewaters, bless the Lord! Praise and

exalt him above all forever!
80O all you birds of the air, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
81O all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above

all forever!
82O you children of men, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
83O let Israel bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever.
84O you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all

forever!
85O you servants of the Lord, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above

all forever!
86O you spirits and souls of the righteous, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt

him above all forever!
‡ 3:77 Some authorities transpose this verse and the next one.
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87Oyouwhoareholyandhumbleofheart, bless theLord! Praise andexalt
him above all forever!

88 O Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
him above all forever; for he has rescued us fromHades, and saved us from
the hand of death! He has delivered us out of the midst of the furnace and
burning flame. He has delivered us out of themidst of the fire.

89O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy is forever.
90O all you who worship the Lord, bless the God of gods, praise him, and

give him thanks; for his mercy is forever!”
Deliverance from the Furnace

91 § Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished and rose up in haste.
He spoke and said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast three men bound into
themiddle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
92He answered, “Look, I see four men loose, walking in the middle of the

fire, and they are unharmed. The appearance of the fourth is like a son of
the gods.”

93 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery
furnace. He spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you
servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!”
ThenShadrach,Meshach, andAbednegocameoutof themiddleof thefire.
94 The local governors, the deputies, and the governors, and the king’s

counselors, being gathered together, saw these men, that the fire had no
power on their bodies. The hair of their head wasn’t singed. Their pants
weren’t changed. The smell of fire wasn’t even on them.

95 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants
who trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and have yielded
theirbodies, that theymightnot servenorworshipanygod, except theirown
God.

96Therefore Imakeadecree, that everypeople, nation, and language,who
speak anything evil against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill, because
there is no other god who is able to deliver like this.”

97 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and languages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good tome to show the signs andwonders that theMost

High God has worked towardme.
3How great are his signs!

Howmighty are his wonders!
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.

His dominion is from generation to generation.
4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my

palace.

§ 3:91 Verses 91-97 were numbered 24-30 in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel.
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5 I saw a dreamwhichmademe afraid; and the thoughts onmy bed and
the visions of my head troubledme.

6 Therefore I made a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon
before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the
dream.

7Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the soothsay-
ers came in; and I told the dream before them; but they didn’t make known
tome its interpretation.

8Butat the lastDaniel came inbeforeme,whosenamewasBelteshazzar,
according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.
I told the dream before him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit
of the holy gods is in you, and no secret troubles you, tell me the visions of
my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation.

10Thesewere thevisions ofmyheadonmybed: I saw, andbehold, a tree
in themiddle of the earth; and its height was great.

11 The tree grew, and was strong, and its height reached to the sky, and
its sight to the end of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it hadmuch fruit, and in it was food for
all. The animals of the field had shade under it, and the birds of the sky lived
in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions ofmyhead onmybed, and behold, awatcher and
a holy one came down from the sky.

14 He cried aloud, and said this, ‘Cut down the tree and cut off its
branches! Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let the animals get away
from under it, and the fowls from its branches.

15Nevertheless leave the stumpof its roots in theearth, evenwithaband
of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the
dew of the sky. Let his portion be with the animals in the grass of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let an animal’s heart be
given to him. Then let seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by
the word of the holy ones, to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever he will,
and sets up over it the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen; and you, Belteshaz-
zar, declare the interpretation, because all the wise men of my kingdom
are not able tomake known tome the interpretation; but you are able, for
the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was stricken mute for a
while, and his thoughts troubled him. The king answered, “Belteshazzar,
don’t let the dream, or the interpretation, trouble you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the dream be for thosewho hate

you, and its interpretation to your adversaries.
20 The tree that you saw, which grew and was strong, whose height

reached to the sky, and its sight to all the earth;
21whose leaves were beautiful, and its fruit plentiful, and in it was food

for all; under which the animals of the field lived, and on whose branches
the birds of the sky had their habitation—
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22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your
greatness has grown, and reaches to the sky, and your dominion to the end
of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one coming down from
the sky, and saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and destroy it; nevertheless leave
the stump of its roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze,
in the tender grass of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of the sky.
Let his portion bewith the animals of the field, until seven times pass over
him.’

24“This is the interpretation, Oking, and it is thedecreeof theMostHigh,
which has come onmy lord the king:

25 that you shall bedriven frommen, andyourdwelling shall bewith the
animals of the field. You shall bemade to eat grass as oxen, and shall be wet
with the dew of the sky, and seven times shall pass over you; until you know
that theMostHigh rules in the kingdomofmen, and gives it towhomever he
will.

26Their command to leave the stump of the roots of the treemeans your
kingdomwill be sure to you, after you will have known that the heavens do
rule.

27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you, and break
off your sins by righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the
poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your tranquility.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchadnezzar.
29 At the end of twelve months he was walking in the royal palace of

Babylon.
30The king spoke and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built

for the royal dwelling place, by the might of my power and for the glory of
mymajesty?”

31While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from the sky,
saying, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: ‘The kingdom has
departed from you.

32 You shall be driven from men, and your dwelling shall be with the
animals of the field. You shall be made to eat grass as oxen. Seven times
shall pass over you, until you know that theMost High rules in the kingdom
of men, and gives it to whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven
frommen, and ate grass as oxen, andhis bodywaswetwith the dewof the
sky, until his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’
claws.

34At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted upmy eyes to heaven,
andmy understanding returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and I
praised and honored himwho lives forever.
For his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

and his kingdom from generation to generation.
35All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;

and he does according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth;

and no one can stop his hand,
or ask him, “What are you doing?”

36 At the same time my understanding returned to me; and for the
glory of my kingdom, my majesty and brightness returned to me. My
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counselors andmy lords soughtme; and Iwas established inmykingdom,
and excellent greatness was added tome.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven; for all his works are right and his ways just; and those who walk
in pride he is able to humble.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and

drank wine before the thousand.
2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded that the golden and

silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple
which was in Jerusalem be brought to him, that the king and his lords, his
wives and his concubines, might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple
of God’s housewhichwas at Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives
and his concubines, drank from them.

4They drankwine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of
iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s hand came out and wrote near
the lamp stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace. The king saw
the part of the hand that wrote.

6Then the king’s facewas changed in him, and his thoughts troubled him;
and the joints of his thighs were loosened, and his knees struck one against
another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. The king spoke and said to thewisemen of Babylon, “Whoever
reads this writing and shows me its interpretation shall be clothed with
purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler
in the kingdom.”

8Then all the king’swisemen came in; but they could not read thewriting
and couldn’t make known to the king the interpretation.

9ThenKingBelshazzarwas greatly troubled. His facewas changed inhim,
and his lords were perplexed.

10 The queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into
the banquet house. The queen spoke and said, “Oking, live forever; don’t let
your thoughts trouble you, nor let your face be changed.

11There is aman in your kingdom inwhom is the spirit of the holy gods. In
the days of your father, light, understanding, and wisdom like the wisdom
of the gods were found in him. The king, Nebuchadnezzar, your father—
yes, the king, your father—made him master of the magicians, enchanters,
Chaldeans, and soothsayers

12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting of
dreams, showing of dark sentences, and dissolving of doubts were found
in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be
called, and he will show the interpretation.”

13Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke and said to
Daniel, “Are you that Daniel of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom
the kingmy father brought out of Judah?

14 I have heard of you, that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light,
understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in you.
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15Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to
read this writing, and make known to me its interpretation; but they could
not show the interpretation of the thing.

16But I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and dissolve
doubts. Now if you can read the writing, and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold
around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “Let your gifts be to yourself, and give
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king,
andmake known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father the
kingdom, and greatness, and glory, andmajesty.

19Because of the greatness that he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and
languages trembled and feared before him. He killed whom he wanted to,
andhe kept alivewhomhewanted to. He raised upwhomhewanted to, and
he put downwhom hewanted to.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his
glory from him.

21He was driven from the sons of men and his heart was made like the
animals’, and his dwellingwaswith thewild donkeys. Hewas fedwith grass
like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of the sky, until he knew that
the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you
knew all this,

23 but have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have
brought the vessels of his house before you, and you and your lords, your
wives, and your concubines, have drunkwine from them. You have praised
the gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which don’t see, hear,
or know; and you have not glorified the God in whose hand is your breath
andwhose are all your ways.

24 Then the part of the hand was sent from before him, and this writing
was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed: ‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UP-
HARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and brought it to an end.
27TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances, and are foundwanting.
28PERES: your kingdom is divided, and given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they clothedDanielwith purple, and
puta chainof goldabouthisneck, andproclaimed thathe shouldbe the third
highest ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean King was slain.
31Darius theMede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred twenty local

governors, who should be throughout the whole kingdom;
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2andover them threepresidents, ofwhomDanielwasone; that these local
governors might give account to them, and that the king should suffer no
loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished above the presidents and the local
governors, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to
set him over the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and the local governors sought to find occasion
against Daniel as touching the kingdom; but they could find no occasion or
fault, because he was faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We won’t find any occasion against this Daniel,
unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local governors assembled together to the
king, and said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!

7All the presidents of the kingdom, the deputies and the local governors,
the counselors and the governors, have consulted together to establish a
royal statute, and to make a strong decree, that whoever asks a petition of
any god orman for thirty days, except of you, O king, he shall be cast into the
den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it not be
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which doesn’t
alter.”

9Therefore King Darius signed the writing and the decree.
10When Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house

(nowhiswindowswere open in his room toward Jerusalem) andhe kneeled
on his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God,
as he did before.

11Then these men assembled together, and found Daniel making petition
and supplication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke before the king concerning the king’s
decree: “Haven’t you signed a decree that every man who makes a petition
to any god ormanwithin thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into
the den of lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true, according to the law of the Medes

and Persians, which doesn’t alter.”
13Then they answered and said before the king, “ThatDaniel, who is of the

children of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t respect you, O king, nor the decree
that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”

14Then the king, when he heard thesewords, was very displeased, and set
his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored until the going down of
the sun to rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together to the king, and said to the king,
“Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians, that no decree nor
statute which the king establishes may be changed.”

16Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into
the den of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you
serve continually, he will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords, that nothing
might be changed concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting. No
musical instruments were brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.
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19Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste to the
den of lions.

20When he came near to the den to Daniel, he criedwith a troubled voice.
The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, is your
God, whom you serve continually, able to deliver you from the lions?”

21Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!
22MyGodhas sent his angel, andhas shut the lions’mouths, and theyhave

not hurt me; because I am innocent in his sight. Also before you, O king, I
have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no
kind of harmwas found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and
their wives; and the lions mauled them and broke all their bones in pieces
before they came to the bottom of the den.

25Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages, who
dwell in all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26 “Imake a decree that in all the dominion ofmy kingdommen tremble

and fear before the God of Daniel;
“for he is the living God,

and steadfast forever.
His kingdom is that which will not be destroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

He works signs and wonders in heaven and in earth,
who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.”

28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus
the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and

visions of his head on his bed. Then hewrote the dream and told the sum of
thematters.

2Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my vision by night and behold, the four
winds of the sky broke out on the great sea.

3Four great animals came up from the sea, different from one another.
4 “The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched until its wings

were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, andmade to stand on two
feet as a man. Aman’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a second, like a bear. It was raised
up on one side, and three ribswere in itsmouth between its teeth. They said
this to it: ‘Arise! Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another, like a leopard, which had on its
back four wings of a bird. The animal also had four heads; and dominion
was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there was a fourth
animal, awesome and powerful, and exceedingly strong. It had great iron
teeth. It devoured andbroke in pieces, and stamped the residuewith its feet.
It was different from all the animals that were before it. It had ten horns.
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8 “I considered the horns, and behold, another horn cameup among them,
a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the
roots: and behold, in this hornwere eyes like the eyes of aman, and amouth
speaking great things.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from before him.

Thousands of thousandsministered to him.
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11 “Iwatched at that timebecause of the voice of the greatwordswhich the
horn spoke. I watched even until the animal was slain, its body destroyed,
and it was given to be burned with fire.

12As for the rest of the animals, their dominion was taken away; yet their
lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like a son of man camewith
the clouds, and he came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near
before him.

14Dominionwas givenhim,with glory andakingdom, that all the peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, whichwill not pass away, and his kingdomwill not be destroyed.

15“As forme,Daniel,myspiritwasgrievedwithinmybody, and thevisions
of my head troubledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth
concerning all this.

“So he told me, andmademe know the interpretation of the things.
17 ‘These great animals, which are four, are four kings, who will arise out

of the earth.
18But the saints of theMostHighwill receive the kingdom, andpossess the

kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’
19 “Then I desired to know the truth concerning the fourth animal, which

was different from all of them, exceedingly terrible, whose teeth were of
iron, and its nails of bronze; which devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet;

20and concerning the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn
which came up, and before which three fell, even that horn that had eyes,
and a mouth that spoke great things, whose look was more stout than its
fellows.

21 I saw, and the samehornmadewarwith the saints andprevailedagainst
them

22until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of
the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animalwill be a fourth kingdomon earth, which
will bedifferent fromall the kingdoms, andwill devour thewhole earth, and
will tread it down, and break it in pieces.
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24As for the ten horns, ten kings will arise out of this kingdom. Another
will arise after them; and he will be different from the former, and he will
put down three kings.

25Hewill speak words against theMost High, andwill wear out the saints
of theMost High. Hewill plan to change the times and the law; and theywill
be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgment will be set, and theywill take away his dominion, to
consume and to destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms
under the whole sky, will be given to the people of the saints of the Most
High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions will serve
and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled
me greatly, and my face was changed in me; but I kept the matter in my
heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar, a vision appeared tome,

even tome, Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first.
2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that when I saw, I was in the citadel of

Susa, which is in the province of Elam. I saw in the vision, and I was by the
river Ulai.

3Then I liftedupmyeyes, and saw, andbehold, a ramwhichhad twohorns
stoodbefore the river. The twohornswerehigh; but onewashigher than the
other, and the higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward. No
animals could standbefore him. Therewasn’t anyonewho could deliver out
of his hand; but he did according to his will, andmagnified himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west over the
surface of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the ground. The goat had a
notable horn between his eyes.

6He came to the ram that had the two horns, which I saw standing before
the river, and ran on him in the fury of his power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was moved with anger against
him, andstruck the ram, andbrokehis twohorns. Therewasnopower in the
ram to stand before him; but he cast him down to the ground, and trampled
on him. There was no one who could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself exceedingly. When he was strong, the
great horn was broken; and instead of it there came up four notable horns
toward the four winds of the sky.

9Out of one of them came out a little horn, which grew exceedingly great,
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the sky; and it cast down some of the
army and of the stars to the ground, and trampled on them.

11Yes, it magnified itself, even to the prince of the army; and it took away
from him the continual burnt offering, and the place of his sanctuary was
cast down.

12The armywas given over to it togetherwith the continual burnt offering
through disobedience. It cast down truth to the ground, and it did its
pleasure and prospered.
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13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that
certain one who spoke, “How long will the vision about the continual
burnt offering, and the disobedience that makes desolate, to give both the
sanctuary and the army to be trodden under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand and three hundred evenings and
mornings. Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15When I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it.
Thenbehold, there stoodbeforeme something like the appearanceof aman.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, which called, and
said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”

17Sohe camenearwhere I stood; andwhenhe came, Iwas frightened, and
fell on my face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man; for the vision
belongs to the time of the end.”

18Now as he was speaking with me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face
toward the ground; but he touchedme, and set me upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you knowwhat will be in the latter time of
the indignation; for it belongs to the appointed time of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the two horns, they are the kings of
Media and Persia.

21Theroughmalegoat is thekingofGreece. Thegreathorn that isbetween
his eyes is the first king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the place where four stood up, four
kingdomswill stand up out of the nation, but not with his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors have come
to the full, a kingoffierce face, andunderstandingdark sentences,will stand
up.

24 His power will be mighty, but not by his own power. He will destroy
awesomely, and will prosper in what he does. He will destroy the mighty
ones and the holy people.

25 Through his policy he will cause deceit to prosper in his hand. He will
magnify himself in his heart, and he will destroy many in their security. He
will also standupagainst theprinceofprinces; buthewill bebrokenwithout
human power.

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings which has been told is true;
but seal up the vision, for it belongs to many days to come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, and was sick for some days. Then I rose up, and did
the king’s business. I wondered at the vision, but no one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the

Medes, who wasmade king over the realm of the Chaldeans,
2 in thefirst yearofhis reign I,Daniel, understoodby thebooks thenumber

of the years about which the LORD’s* word came to Jeremiah the prophet,
for the accomplishing of the desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy years.

3 I setmy face to the LordGod, to seek by prayer and petitions, with fasting
in sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade confession, and said,

* 9:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper
Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually pronounced Yahweh).
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“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God, who keeps covenant and loving
kindness with those who love him and keep his commandments,

5we have sinned, and have dealt perversely, and have done wickedly,
and have rebelled, even turning aside from your precepts and from your
ordinances.

6We haven’t listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your
name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you, but to us confusion of face, as it is
today—to themen of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all
Israel, who are near, and who are far off, through all the countries where
you have driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed
against you.

8Lord, to us belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and
to our fathers, because we have sinned against you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness; for we have
rebelled against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our God’s voice, to walk in his laws,
which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed your law, turning aside, that they
wouldn’t obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses the
servant of Godhas beenpoured out onus; forwehave sinned against him.

12He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us, and against
our judgeswho judgedus, by bringing onus a great evil; for under thewhole
sky, such has not been done as has been done to Jerusalem.

13As it is written in the law ofMoses, all this evil has come on us. Yet we
have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, that we should turn from
our iniquities and have discernment in your truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has watched over the evil, and brought it on us;
for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he does, and we
have not obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has brought your people out of the land of
Egypt with amighty hand, and have gotten yourself renown, as it is today,
we have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righteousness, please let your anger and
your wrath be turned away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain,
because forour sins, and for the iniquitiesofour fathers, Jerusalemandyour
people have become a reproach to all who are around us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to the prayer of your servant, and
to his petitions, and cause your face to shine on your sanctuary that is
desolate, for the Lord’s sake.

18 My God, turn your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our
desolations and the city which is called by your name; for we don’t present
our petitions before you for our righteousness, but for your great mercies’
sake.

19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen and do. Don’t defer, for your
own sake, my God, because your city and your people are called by your
name.”

20While I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my
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people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for
the holy mountain of my God—

21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about
the time of the evening offering.

22He instructedmeand talkedwithme, andsaid, “Daniel, I havenowcome
to give you wisdom and understanding.

23 At the beginning of your petitions the commandment went out and I
have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the
matter and understand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your people and on your holy city, to
finish disobedience, to put an end to sin, to make reconciliation for iniquity,
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to
anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from the going out of the command-
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem to the AnointedOne,† the prince, will
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It will be built again with street and
moat, even in troubled times.

26After the sixty-twoweeks theAnointedOne‡will be cut offandwill have
nothing. The people of the prince who come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary. Its end will be with a flood, and war will be even to the end.
Desolations are determined.

27Hewill make a firm covenant withmany for oneweek. In themiddle of
theweek hewill cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease. On thewing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate. Even to the full end that
is decreed, wrath will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a revelation was revealed to

Daniel, whose namewas called Belteshazzar. The revelation was true, even
a great warfare. He understood the revelation, and had understanding of
the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three whole weeks.
3 I ate no pleasant bread. No meat or wine came into my mouth. I didn’t

anoint myself at all, until three whole weeks were fulfilled.
4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the

great river, which is Hiddekel,
5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man clothed in

linen, whose thighs were adorned with pure gold of Uphaz.
6Hisbodyalsowas likeberyl, andhis face like the appearanceof lightning,

and his eyes like flaming torches. His arms and his feet were like burnished
bronze. The voice of his words was like the voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the men who were with me didn’t see
the vision; but a great quaking fell on them, and theyfled tohide themselves.

8 So I was left alone, and saw this great vision. No strength remained in
me; for my face grew deathly pale, and I retained no strength.

9 Yet I heard the voice of his words. When I heard the voice of his words,
then I fell into a deep sleep onmy face, withmy face toward the ground.

† 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). ‡ 9:26 “Anointed One”
can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”).



Daniel (Greek) 10:10 1323 Daniel (Greek) 11:6

10Behold, a hand touchedme,which setme onmyknees and on the palms
of my hands.

11He said tome, “Daniel, you greatly belovedman, understand the words
that I speak to you. Stand upright, for I have been sent to you, now.” When
he had spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel; for from the first day that
you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God,
your words were heard. I have come for your words’ sake.

13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days;
but, behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me because I
remained there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now I have come to make you understand what will happen to your
people in the latter days; for the vision is yet for many days.”

15Whenhehad spoken thesewords tome, I setmy face toward theground,
and wasmute.

16 Behold, one in the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips. Then
I opened my mouth, and spoke and said to him who stood before me, “My
lord, by reason of the visionmy sorrows have overtakenme, and I retain no
strength.

17 For how can the servant of my lord talk with my lord? For as for me,
immediately there remained no strength in me. There was no breath left in
me.”

18 Then one like the appearance of a man touched me again, and he
strengthenedme.

19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t be afraid. Peace be to you. Be
strong. Yes, be strong.”
When he spoke to me, I was strengthened, and said, “Let my lord speak;

for you have strengthenedme.”
20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have come to you? Now I will return

to fightwith the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold, the prince of Greece
will come.

21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. There is no
one who supports me against these except Michael, your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius theMede, I stood up to confirm and

strengthen him.
2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings will stand up

in Persia. The fourth will be far richer than all of them. When he has grown
strong through his riches, he will stir up all against the realm of Greece.

3A mighty king will stand up who will rule with great dominion, and do
according to his will.

4 When he stands up, his kingdom will be broken, and will be divided
toward the four winds of the sky, but not to his posterity, nor according to
his dominionwithwhich he ruled; for his kingdomwill be plucked up, even
for others besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong. One of his princes will become
stronger than him and have dominion. His dominion will be a great
dominion.

6At theendof years theywill join themselves together. Thedaughter of the
king of the south will come to the king of the north to make an agreement,
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but she will not retain the strength of her arm. He will also not stand, nor
will his arm; but she will be given up, with those who brought her and he
who became her father, and he who strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one will stand up in his place whowill
come to the armyandwill enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and
will deal against them andwill prevail.

8Hewill also carry their gods,with theirmolten images and their precious
vessels of silver and of gold, captive into Egypt. He will refrain some years
from the king of the north.

9He will come into the realm of the king of the south, but he will return
into his own land.

10 His sons will wage war and will assemble a multitude of great forces
which will keep coming and overflow and pass through. They will return
andwage war, even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved with anger and will come out and
fight with him, even with the king of the north. He will send out a great
multitude, and themultitude will be given into his hand.

12Themultitudewill be liftedup, andhis heartwill be exalted. Hewill cast
down tens of thousands, but he won’t prevail.

13The king of the north will return, and will send out a multitude greater
than the former. Hewill come on at the end of the times, even of years, with
a great army andwith abundant supplies.

14“In those timesmanywill standupagainst the king of the south. Also the
childrenof the violent amongyourpeoplewill lift themselvesup to establish
the vision; but they will fall.

15So the king of the northwill come and cast up amound, and take awell-
fortified city. The forces of the south won’t stand, neither will his chosen
people, neither will there be any strength to stand.

16But he who comes against himwill do according to his ownwill, and no
onewill standbeforehim. Hewill stand in theglorious land, anddestruction
will be in his hand.

17Hewill set his face to comewith the strength of his whole kingdom, and
with him equitable conditions. He will perform them. He will give him the
daughter of women to corrupt her; but she will not stand, and won’t be for
him.

18After this he will turn his face to the islands, and will take many; but a
prince will cause the reproach offered by him to cease. Yes, moreover, he
will cause his reproach to turn on him.

19Then he will turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land; but he
will stumble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then onewhowill cause a tax collector to pass through the kingdom to
maintain its glory will stand up in his place; but within few days he shall be
destroyed, not in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place, a contemptible personwill standup, towhom theyhadnot
given thehonor of the kingdom; but hewill come in timeof security, andwill
obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

22 The overwhelming forces will be overwhelmed from before him, and
will be broken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23After the treaty is made with him, he will work deceitfully; for he will
come up, and will become strong with a small people.
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24 In time of security, he will come even on the fattest places of the
province. He will do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’
fathers. He will scatter among them prey, plunder, and substance. Yes, he
will devise his plans against the strongholds, even for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south
with a great army; and the king of the south will wage war in battle with an
exceedingly great andmighty army; but he won’t stand, for they will devise
plans against him.

26 Yes, those who eat of his delicacies will destroy him, and his army will
be swept away. Many will fall down slain.

27As for both these kings, their hearts will be to domischief, and theywill
speak lies at one table; but it won’t prosper, for the end will still be at the
appointed time.

28 Then he will return into his land with great wealth. His heart will be
against the holy covenant. He will take action and return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time and come into the south; but it
won’t be in the latter time as it was in the former.

30For ships of Kittimwill come against him. Therefore he will be grieved,
and will return, and have indignation against the holy covenant, and will
take action. He will even return, and have regard to those who forsake the
holy covenant.

31 “Forces will stand on his part and they will profane the sanctuary, even
the fortress, andwill take away the continual burnt offering. Then they will
set up the abomination that makes desolate.

32He will corrupt those who do wickedly against the covenant by flatter-
ies; but the people who know their God will be strong and take action.

33 “Those who are wise among the people will instruct many; yet theywill
fall by the sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder, many days.

34Nowwhen they fall, they will be helpedwith a little help; but manywill
join themselves to themwith flatteries.

35 Some of those who are wise will fall, to refine them, and to purify, and
to make them white, even to the time of the end; because it is yet for the
appointed time.

36 “The king will do according to his will. He will exalt himself, and
magnify himself above every god, and will speak marvelous things against
the God of gods. He will prosper until the indignation is accomplished; for
what is determined will be done.

37Hewon’t regard thegodsofhis fathers, or thedesireofwomen, or regard
any god; for he will magnify himself above all.

38But in his place he will honor the god of fortresses. He will honor a god
whomhis fathersdidn’t knowwithgold, silver, precious stones, andpleasant
things.

39He will deal with the strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign god.
Hewill increasewith glorywhoever acknowledges him. Hewill cause them
to rule over many, and will divide the land for a price.

40 “At the time of the end, the king of the southwill contendwith him; and
the king of the north will come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots,
with horsemen, and with many ships. He will enter into the countries, and
will overflow and pass through.
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41 He will enter also into the glorious land, and many countries will be
overthrown; but these will be delivered out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and
the chief of the children of Ammon.

42Hewill also stretch out his hand against the countries. The land of Egypt
won’t escape.

43But hewill have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over
all the precious things of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians will be at
his steps.

44 But news out of the east and out of the north will trouble him; and he
will go out with great fury to destroy and utterly to sweep awaymany.

45He will plant the tents of his palace between the sea and the glorious
holy mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who stands for the

children of your people. There will be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation even to that same time. At that time, your people
will be delivered—everyone who is foundwritten in the book.

2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the brightness of the expanse. Those
who turnmany to righteousness will shine like the stars forever and ever.

4But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of
the end. Manywill run back and forth, and knowledge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on the river
bank on this side, and the other on the river bank on that side.

6One said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, “How long will it be to the end of these wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by
him who lives forever that it will be for a time, times, and a half; and when
they have finished breaking in pieces the power of the holy people, all these
things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I said, “My lord, what will be the
outcome of these things?”

9He said, “Go yourway, Daniel; for thewords are shut up and sealed until
the time of the end.

10Many will purify themselves, make themselves white, and be refined;
but the wicked will do wickedly. None of the wicked will understand; but
those who are wise will understand.

11 “From the time that the continual burnt offering is taken away and the
abomination that makes desolate set up, there will be one thousand two
hundred ninety days.

12Blessed is he who waits and comes to the one thousand three hundred
thirty-five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you will rest and will stand in your
inheritance at the end of the days.”

13
THEHISTORYOF SUSANNA
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1 *Aman lived in Babylon, and his namewas Joakim.
2He took awife,whosenamewas Susanna, the daughter ofHelkias, a very

fair woman, and one who feared the Lord.
3Her parents were also righteous, and taught their daughter according to

the law of Moses.
4Now Joakimwas a great richman, and had a beautiful garden next to his

house. The Jews used to come to him, because he was more honorable than
all others.

5 The same year, two of the elders of the people were appointed to be
judges, such as the Lord spoke of, that wickedness came from Babylon from
elders whowere judges, who were supposed to govern the people.

6 These were often at Joakim’s house. All that had any lawsuits came to
them.

7 When the people departed away at noon, Susanna went into her hus-
band’s garden to walk.

8 The two elders saw her going in every day and walking; and they were
inflamedwith lust for her.

9 They perverted their own mind and turned away their eyes, that they
might not look to heaven, nor remember just judgments.

10And although they both were wounded with lust for her, yet dared not
show the other his grief.

11For theywereashamed todeclare their lust,what theydesired todowith
her.

12Yet they watched eagerly from day to day to see her.
13The one said to the other, “Let’s go home, now; for it is dinner time.”
14 So when they had gone out, they parted company, and turning back

again, they came to the same place. After they had asked one another
the cause, they acknowledged their lust. Then they appointed a time both
together, when theymight find her alone.

15 It happened, as theywatchedonanopportuneday, shewent inasbefore
withonly twomaids, and shedesired towashherself in thegarden; for itwas
hot.

16There was nobody there except the two elders who had hid themselves
and watched her.

17 Then she said to her maids, “Bring me olive oil and ointment, and shut
the garden doors, that I may washmyself.”

18 They did as she asked them and shut the garden doors, and went out
themselves at the side doors to fetch the things that she had commanded
them. They didn’t see the elders, because they were hidden.

19Nowwhen themaidshadgoneout, the twoelders roseupand ran toher,
saying,

20 “Behold, the garden doors are shut, that no man can see us, and we are
in love with you. Therefore consent to us, and lie with us.

21 If you will not, we will testify against you, that a young man was with
you; therefore you sent yourmaids away from you.”

22Then Susanna sighed, and said, “I am trapped; for if I do this thing, it is
death to me. If I don’t do it, I can’t escape your hands.
* 13:1 The History of Susanna is translated from chapter 13 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint.
It is not found in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. The History of Susanna is recognized as
Deuterocanonical Scriptureby theRomanCatholic, GreekOrthodox, andRussianOrthodoxChurches.
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23 It is better forme to fall into your hands, and not do it, than to sin in the
sight of the Lord.”

24With that Susanna cried with a loud voice; and the two elders cried out
against her.

25Then one of them ran and opened the garden doors.
26 So when the servants of the house heard the cry in the garden, they

rushed in at the side door to see what had happened to her.
27 But when the elders had told their tale, the servants were greatly

ashamed; for there was never such a report made of Susanna.
28 It came to pass on the next day, when the people assembled to her

husband Joakim, the two elders came full of their wicked intent against
Susanna to put her to death,

29and said before the people, “Send for Susanna, the daughter of Helkias,
Joakim’s wife.” So they sent;

30 and she came with her father and mother, her children, and all her
kindred.

31Now Susanna was a very delicate woman, and beautiful to behold.
32 These wicked men commanded her to be unveiled, for she was veiled,

that theymight be filled with her beauty.
33Therefore her friends and all who saw her wept.
34 Then the two elders stood up in the midst of the people and laid their

hands upon her head.
35 She, weeping, looked up toward heaven; for her heart trusted in the

Lord.
36The elders said, “Aswewalked in the garden alone, thiswoman came in

with twomaids, shut the garden doors, and sent themaids away.
37Then a youngmanwhowas hidden there came to her and lay with her.
38Andwe, being in a corner of the garden, saw this wickedness and ran to

them.
39And when we saw them together, we couldn’t hold the man; for he was

stronger than we, and opened the doors, and leaped out.
40 But having taken this woman, we asked who the young man was, but

she would not tell us. We testify these things.
41 Then the assembly believed them, as those who were elders of the

people and judges; so they condemned her to death.
42Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and said, “O everlasting God,

you know the secrets, and know all things before they happen.
43You know that they have testified falsely againstme. Behold, I must die,

even though I never did such things as thesemenhavemaliciously invented
against me.”

44The Lord heard her voice.
45Therefore when she was led away to be put to death, God raised up the

holy spirit of a young youth, whose namewas Daniel.
46He cried with a loud voice, “I am clear from the blood of this woman!”
47 Then all the people turned them toward him, and said, “What do these

words that you have spokenmean?”
48 So he, standing in the midst of them, said, “Are you all such fools, you

sons of Israel, that without examination or knowledge of the truth you have
condemned a daughter of Israel?

49 Return again to the place of judgment; for these have testified falsely
against her.”
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50 Therefore all the people turned again in haste, and the elders said to
him, “Come, sit down among us, and show it to us, seeing God has given you
the honor of an elder.”

51Then Daniel said to them, “Put them far apart from each another, and I
will examine them.”

52 So when they were put apart one from another, he called one of them,
and said to him, “O you who have become old in wickedness, now your sins
have returned which you have committed before,

53 in pronouncing unjust judgment, condemning the innocent, and letting
the guilty go free; although the Lord says, ‘You shall not kill the innocent and
righteous.’

54Now then, if you saw her, tell me, under which tree did you see them
companying together?”
He answered, “Under amastick tree.”
55 And Daniel said, “You have certainly lied against your own head; for

even now the angel of God has received the sentence of God andwill cut you
in two.”

56So he put himaside, and commanded to bring the other, and said to him,
“O you seed of Canaan, and not of Judah, beauty has deceived you, and lust
has perverted your heart.

57 Thus you have dealt with the daughters of Israel, and they for fear
were intimate with you; but the daughter of Judah would not tolerate your
wickedness.

58 Now therefore tell me, under which tree did you take them being
intimate together?”
He answered, “Under an evergreen oak tree.”
59Then Daniel said to him, “You have also certainly lied against your own

head; for the angel ofGodwaitswith the sword to cut you in two, that hemay
destroy you.”

60With that, all the assembly cried out with a loud voice, and blessed God,
who saves those who hope in him.

61 Then they arose against the two elders, for Daniel had convicted them
of false testimony out of their ownmouth.

62 According to the law of Moses they did to them what they maliciously
intended to do to their neighbor. They put them to death, and the innocent
blood was saved the same day.

63Therefore Helkias and his wife praised God for their daughter Susanna,
with Joakim her husband, and all the kindred, because there was no
dishonesty found in her.

64And from that day forth, Daniel had a great reputation in the sight of the
people.

14
Bel and the Dragon

1 *King Astyages was gathered to his fathers, and Cyrus the Persian
received his kingdom.

2Daniel lived with the king, and was honored above all his friends.

* 14:1 Bel and the Dragon is translated from chapter 14 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not
found in the traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. Bel and the Dragon is recognized as Deuterocanonical
Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
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3Now the Babylonians had an idol called Bel, and every day twelve great
measures of fine flour, forty sheep, and six firkins† of wine were spent on it.

4 The king honored it and went daily to worship it; but Daniel worshiped
his own God. The king said to him, “Why don’t you worship Bel?”

5He said, “Because I may not honor idols made with hands, but only the
living God, who has created the sky and the earth, and has sovereignty over
all flesh.”

6Then the king said to him, “Don’t you think that Bel is a living god? Don’t
you see howmuch he eats and drinks every day?”

7Then Daniel laughed, and said, “O king, don’t be deceived; for this is just
clay inside, and brass outside, and never ate or drank anything.”

8So the kingwas angry, and called for his priests, and said to them, “If you
don’t tell me who this is who devours these expenses, you shall die.

9But if you can showme that Bel devours them, then Daniel shall die; for
he has spoken blasphemy against Bel.”
Daniel said to the king, “Let it be according to your word.”
10Now therewere seventy priests of Bel, besides theirwives and children.

The king went with Daniel into Bel’s temple.
11 So Bel’s priests said, “Behold, we will leave; but you, O king, set out the

food, andmix thewine and set it out, shut the door securely, and seal it with
your own signet.

12 When you come in the morning, if you don’t find that Bel has eaten
everything, we will suffer death, or else Daniel, who speaks falsely against
us.”

13 They weren’t concerned, for under the table they had made a secret
entrance, bywhich they entered in continually, and consumed those things.

14 It happened, when they had gone out, the king set the food before Bel.
NowDaniel had commanded his servants to bring ashes, and they scattered
them all over the temple in the presence of the king alone. Then they went
out, shut the door, sealed it with the king’s signet, and so departed.

15Now in thenight, the priests camewith theirwives and children, as they
usually did, and ate and drank it all.

16 In themorning, the king arose, and Daniel with him.
17The king said, “Daniel, are the seals whole?”
He said, “Yes, O king, they are whole.”
18And as soon as he had opened the door, the king looked at the table, and

criedwith a loudvoice, “Youare great, OBel, andwith you is nodeceit at all!”
19 Then Daniel laughed, and held the king that he should not go in, and

said, “Behold now the pavement, andmarkwell whose footsteps these are.”
20 The king said, “I see the footsteps of men, women, and children.” Then

the king was angry,
21and took the priestswith theirwives and children, who showed him the

secret doors, where they came in and consumed the things that were on the
table.

22 Therefore the king killed them, and delivered Bel into Daniel’s power,
who overthrew it and its temple.

23 In that sameplace therewas a great dragonwhich thepeople of Babylon
worshiped.

† 14:3 a firkin is about 41 liters or 11 gallons.
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24 The king said to Daniel, “Will you also say that this is of brass? Behold,
he lives, eats and drinks. You can’t say that he is no living god. Therefore
worship him.”

25ThenDaniel said, “I will worship the LordmyGod; for he is a living God.
26But allowme, O king, and I will kill this dragonwithout sword or staff.”
The king said, “I allow you.”
27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair, and melted them together, and

made lumps of them. He put these in the dragon’s mouth, so the dragon ate
and burst apart. Daniel said, “Behold, these are the gods you all worship.”

28 When the people of Babylon heard that, they took great indignation,
and conspired against the king, saying, “The king has become a Jew. He has
pulled down Bel, slain the dragon, and put the priests to the sword.”

29 So they came to the king, and said, “Deliver Daniel to us, or else we will
destroy you and your house.”

30Now when the king saw that they trapped him, being constrained, the
king delivered Daniel to them.

31They cast him into the lion’s den, where he was six days.
32 There were seven lions in the den, and they had been giving them two

carcasses and two sheep every day, which then were not given to them,
intending that they would devour Daniel.

33Now there was in Jewry the prophet Habakkuk,‡ who had made stew,
and had broken bread into a bowl. He was going into the field to bring it to
the reapers.

34 But the angel of the Lord said to Habakkuk, “Go carry the dinner that
you have into Babylon to Daniel, in the lions’ den.”

35Habakkuk said, “Lord, I never sawBabylon. I don’t knowwhere the den
is.”

36Then the angel of the Lord took him by the crown, and lifted him up by
the hair of his head, andwith the blast of his breath set him in Babylon over
the den.

37Habakkuk cried, saying, “O Daniel, Daniel, take the dinner which God
has sent you.”

38Daniel said, “You have remembered me, O God! You haven’t forsaken
those who love you!”

39 So Daniel arose and ate; and the angel of God set Habakkuk in his own
place again immediately.

40On the seventh day, the king came to mourn for Daniel. When he came
to the den, he looked in, and, behold, Daniel was sitting.

41 Then the king cried with a loud voice, saying, “Great are you, O Lord,
you God of Daniel, and there is none other beside you!”

42Sohedrewhimout, and cast those thatwere the cause of his destruction
into the den; and they were devoured in amoment before his face.

‡ 14:33 Gr. Ambakoum.
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TheWisdom of Solomon
The Wisdom of Solomon is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by

the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1
1Love righteousness, all you who are judges of the earth.

Think of the Lord* with a goodmind.
Seek him in singleness of heart,

2because he is found by those who don’t put him to the test,
and is manifested to those who trust him.

3 for crooked thoughts separate from God.
His Power convicts when it is tested,
and exposes the foolish;

4because wisdomwill not enter into a soul that devises evil,
nor dwell in a body that is enslaved by sin.

5For a holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit,
and will depart from thoughts that are without understanding,
and will be ashamedwhen unrighteousness has come in.

6For†wisdom is a spirit who loves man,
and she will not hold a‡ blasphemer guiltless for his lips,
because God is witness of his inmost self,
and is a true overseer of his heart,
and a hearer of his tongue.

7Because the spirit of the Lord has filled§ the world,
and that which holds all things together knows what is said.

8Therefore no one who utters unrighteous things will be unseen;
neither will Justice, when it convicts, pass him by.

9For in his counsels the ungodly will be searched out,
and the sound of his words will come to the Lord to bring his lawless
deeds to conviction;

10because a jealous ear listens to all things,
and the noise of murmurings is not hidden.

11Beware then of unprofitable murmuring,
and keep your tongue from slander;
because no secret utterance will go on its way void,
and a lyingmouth destroys a soul.

12Don’t court death in the error of your life.
Don’t draw destruction upon yourselves by the works of your hands;
13because God didn’t make death,
neither does he delight when the living perish.

14For he created all things that theymight have being.
The generative powers of the world are wholesome,
and there is no poison of destruction in them,
nor has Hades* royal dominion upon earth;

15 for righteousness is immortal,
* 1:1 Gr. in goodness. † 1:6 Some authorities read the spirit of wisdom is loving toman. ‡ 1:6
Or, reviler § 1:7 Gr. the inhabited earth. * 1:14 Or, a royal house
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16but ungodly men by their hands and their words summon death;
deeming him a friend they† pined away.

Theymade a covenant with him,
because they are worthy to belong with him.

2
1For they said* within themselves, with unsound reasoning,

“Our life is short and sorrowful.
There is no healing when aman comes to his end,
and no one was ever knownwho†was released fromHades.

2Because wewere born bymere chance,
and hereafter we will be as though we had never been,
because the breath in our nostrils is smoke,
and reason is a spark kindled by the beating of our heart,

3which being extinguished, the body will be turned into ashes,
and the spirit will be dispersed as thin air.

4Our namewill be forgotten in time.
No one will remember our works.
Our life will pass away as the traces of a cloud,
and will be scattered as is a mist,
when it is chased by the rays of the sun,
and‡ overcome by its heat.

5For our allotted time is the passing of a shadow,
and our end doesn’t retreat,
because it is securely sealed, and no one§ turns it back.

6 “Come therefore and let’s enjoy the good things that exist.
Let’s use the creation earnestly as in our youth.

7Let’s fill ourselves with costly wine and perfumes,
and let no spring flower pass us by.

8Let’s crown ourselves with rosebuds before they wither.
9Let none of us go without his share in our proud revelry.

Let’s leave tokens of mirth everywhere,
because this is our portion, and this is our lot.

10Let’s oppress the righteous poor.
Let’s not spare the widow,
nor regard the gray hair of the old man.

11But let our strength be a law of righteousness;
for that which is weak is proven useless.

12But let’s lie in wait for the righteous man,
because he annoys us,
is contrary to our works,
reproaches us with sins against the law,
and charges us with sins against our training.

13He professes to have knowledge of God,
and calls himself a child of the Lord.

14He became to us a reproof of our thoughts.
15He is grievous to us even to look at,
† 1:16 Or, were consumedwith love of him * 2:1 Or, among † 2:1 Or, returned out of Hades
‡ 2:4 Gr. weighed down. § 2:5 Or, comes again
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because his life is unlike other men’s,
and his paths are strange.

16Wewere regarded by him as something worthless,
and he abstains from our ways as from uncleanness.
He calls the latter end of the righteous happy.
He boasts that God is his father.

17Let’s see if his words are true.
Let’s test what will happen at the end of his life.

18For if the righteous man is God’s son, he will uphold him,
and he will deliver him out of the hand of his adversaries.

19Let’s test himwith insult and torture,
that wemay find out how gentle he is,
and test his patience.

20Let’s condemn him to a shameful death,
for he will be protected, according to his words.”

21Thus they reasoned, and they were led astray;
for their wickedness blinded them,

22and they didn’t know themysteries of God,
neither did they hope for wages of holiness,
nor did they discern that there is a prize for blameless souls.

23Because God createdman for incorruption,
andmade him an image of his own everlastingness;

24but death entered into the world by the envy of the devil,
and those who belong to him experience it.

3
1But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,

and no torment will touch them.
2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died.

Their departure was considered a disaster,
3and their travel away from us ruin,
but they are in peace.

4For even if in the sight of men they are punished,
their hope is full of immortality.

5Having borne a little chastening, they will receive great good;
because God tested them, and found themworthy of himself.

6He tested them like gold in the furnace,
and he accepted them as a whole burnt offering.

7 In the time of their visitation they will shine.
They will run back and forth like sparks among stubble.

8They will judge nations and have dominion over peoples.
The Lord will reign over them forever.
9Those who trust himwill understand truth.
The faithful will live with him in love,
because grace andmercy are with his chosen ones.

10But the ungodly will be punished even as their reasoning deserves,
those who neglected righteousness and revolted from the Lord;
11 for he who despises wisdom and discipline is miserable.

Their hope is void and their toils unprofitable.
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Their works are useless.
12Their wives are foolish and their children are wicked.

13Their descendants are cursed.
For the barren womanwho is undefiled is happy,

she who has not conceived in transgression.
She will have fruit when God examines souls.

14 So is the eunuch which has done no lawless deed with his hands,
nor imagined wicked things against the Lord;

for a precious gift will be given to him for his faithfulness,
and a delightful inheritance in the Lord’s sanctuary.

15For good labors have fruit of great renown.
The root of understanding can’t fail.

16But children of adulterers will not come tomaturity.
The seed of an unlawful union will vanish away.

17For if they live long, they will not be esteemed,
and in the end, their old age will be without honor.

18 If they die young, they will have no hope,
nor consolation in the day of judgment.

19For the end of an unrighteous generation is always grievous.

4
1 It is better to be childless with virtue,

for immortality is in thememory of virtue,
because it is recognized both before God and before men.

2When it is present, people imitate it.
They long after it when it has departed.

Throughout all time it marches, crowned in triumph,
victorious in the competition for the prizes that are undefiled.

3But themultiplying brood of the ungodly will be of no profit,
and their illegitimate offshoots won’t take deep root,
nor will they establish a sure hold.

4For even if they grow branches and flourish for a season,
standing unsure, they will be shaken by the wind.
They will be uprooted by the violence of winds.

5Their branches will be broken off before they come tomaturity.
Their fruit will be useless,
never ripe to eat, and fit for nothing.

6For unlawfully conceived children are witnesses of wickedness
against parents when they are investigated.

7But a righteous man, even if he dies before his time, will be at rest.
8For honorable old age is not that which stands in length of time,

nor is its measure given by number of years,
9but understanding is gray hair to men,
and an unspotted life is ripe old age.

10Being foundwell-pleasing to God, someone was loved.
While living among sinners he was transported.

11Hewas caught away, lest evil should change his understanding,
or guile deceive his soul.

12For the fascination of wickedness obscures the things which are good,



Wisdom of Solomon 4:13 1336 Wisdom of Solomon 5:8

and the whirl of desire perverts an innocent mind.
13Beingmade perfect quickly,

he filled a long time;
14 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord.
Therefore he hurried out of themidst of wickedness.

15But the peoples saw and didn’t understand,
not considering this, that grace andmercy are with his chosen,
and that he visits his holy ones;

16but a righteousmanwho is deadwill condemn theungodlywhoare living,
and youth who is quickly perfected will condemn the many years of an
unrighteous man’s old age.

17For the ungodly will see a wise man’s end,
and won’t understand what the Lord planned for him,
and why he safely kept him.

18They will see, and they will despise;
but the Lord will laugh them to scorn.

After this, they will become a dishonored carcass
and a reproach among the dead forever;

19because he will dash them speechless to the ground,
and will shake them from the foundations.

They will lie utterly waste.
They will be in anguish
and their memory will perish.

20They will comewith coward fear when their sins are counted.
Their lawless deeds will convict them to their face.

5
1Then the righteous manwill stand in great boldness

before the face of those who afflicted him,
and those whomake his labors of no account.

2When they see him, they will be troubled with terrible fear,
and will be amazed at themarvel of salvation.

3They will speak among themselves repenting,
and for distress of spirit they will groan,
“This was he whomwe used to hold in derision,
as a parable of reproach.

4We fools considered his life madness,
and his end without honor.

5Howwas he counted among sons of God?
How is his lot among saints?

6Truly wewent astray from the way of truth.
The light of righteousness didn’t shine for us.
The sun didn’t rise for us.

7We* took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and destruction.
We traveled through trackless deserts,
but we didn’t know the Lord’s way.

8What did our arrogance profit us?
What good have riches and boasting brought us?

* 5:7 See Proverbs 14:14.
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9Those things all passed away as a shadow,
like a rumor that runs by,
10 like a ship passing through the billowywater,
which, when it has gone by, there is no trace to be found,
no pathway of its keel in the waves.

11Or it is like when a bird flies through the air,
no evidence of its passage is found,
but the light wind, lashed with the stroke of its pinions,
and torn apart with the violent rush of the moving wings, is passed
through.

Afterwards no sign of its coming remains.
12Or it is like when an arrow is shot at a mark,

the air it divided closes up again immediately,
so that men don’t knowwhere it passed through.

13 So we also, as soon as wewere born, ceased to be;
and we had no sign of virtue to show,
but we were utterly consumed in our wickedness.”

14Because the hope of the ungodly man is like chaff carried by the wind,
and† as‡ foam vanishing before a tempest;
and is scattered like smoke by the wind,
and passes by as the remembrance of a guest who stays just a day.

15But the righteous live forever.
Their reward is in the Lord,
and the care for themwith theMost High.

16Therefore they will receive the crown of royal dignity
and the diadem of beauty from the Lord’s hand,

because he will cover themwith his right hand,
and he will shield themwith his arm.

17Hewill take his zeal as complete armor,
and will make the whole creation his weapons to punish his enemies:

18Hewill put on righteousness as a breastplate,
and will wear impartial judgment as a helmet.

19Hewill take holiness as an invincible shield.
20Hewill sharpen stern wrath for a sword.
The universe will go with him to fight against his frenzied foes.

21 Shafts of lightning will fly with true aim.
They will leap to themark from the clouds, as from awell-drawn bow.

22Hailstones full of wrath will be hurled as from a catapult.
The water of the sea will be angered against them.
Rivers will sternly overwhelm them.

23Amighty wind will encounter them.
It will winnow them away like a tempest.

So lawlessness will make all the land desolate.
Their evil-doing will overturn the thrones of princes.

6
1Hear therefore, you kings, and understand.

Learn, you judges of the ends of the earth.
† 5:14 Gr. like foam chased to thinness: or, as thin foam chased. ‡ 5:14 Most Greek authorities
read hoar frost: some authorities, perhaps rightly, a spider’s web.
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2Give ear, you rulers who have dominion over many people,
andmake your boast* in multitudes of nations,

3because your dominion was given to you from the Lord,
and your sovereignty from theMost High.

He will search out your works,
and will inquire about your plans,

4because being officers of his kingdom, you didn’t judge rightly,
nor did you keep the law,
nor did you walk according to God’s counsel.

5Hewill come upon you awfully and swiftly,
because a stern judgment comes on those who are in high places.

6For theman of low estate may be pardoned inmercy,
but mighty menwill be mightily tested.

7For the Sovereign Lord of all will not be impressed with anyone,
neither will he show deference to greatness;

because it is he whomade both small and great,
and cares about them all;

8but the scrutiny that comes upon the powerful is strict.
9Therefore, mywords are to you, O princes,

that youmay learn wisdom and not fall away.
10For those who have kept the things that are holy in holiness will be made

holy.
Those who have been taught themwill find what to say in defense.

11Therefore set your desire onmywords.
Long for them, and you princes will be instructed.

12Wisdom is radiant and doesn’t fade away;
and is easily seen by those who love her,
and found by those who seek her.

13 She anticipates those who desire her, making herself known.
14Hewho rises up early to seek her won’t have difficulty,

for he will find her sitting at his gates.
15For to think upon her is perfection of understanding,
and he whowatches for her will quickly be free from care;

16because she herself goes around, seeking those who are worthy of her,
and in their paths she appears to them graciously,
and in every purpose shemeets them.

17For her true beginning is desire for instruction;
and desire for instruction is love.

18And love is observance of her laws.
To give heed to her laws confirms immortality.

19 Immortality brings closeness to God.
20 So then desire for wisdom promotes to a kingdom.

21 If therefore you delight in thrones and sceptres, you princes of peoples,
honor wisdom, that youmay reign forever.

22But what wisdom is, and how she came into being, I will declare.
I won’t hide mysteries from you;
but I will explore from her first beginning,

* 6:2 Or, in themultitudes of your nations
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bring the knowledge of her into clear light,
and I will not pass by the truth.

23 Indeed, I won’t travel with consuming envy,
because envy will have no fellowship with wisdom.

24But amultitude of wise men is salvation to the world,
and an understanding king is stability for his people.

25Therefore be instructed bymywords, and you will profit.

7
1 I myself am also* mortal, like everyone else,

and am a descendant of one formed first and born of the earth.
2 I molded into flesh in the time of tenmonths inmymother’s womb,

being compacted in blood from the seed of man and pleasure of mar-
riage.

3 I also, when I was born, drew in the common air,
and fell upon the kindred earth,

uttering, like all, for my first voice, the same cry.
4 I was nursed with care in swaddling clothes.
5For no king had a different beginning,

6but all men have one entrance into life, and a common departure.
7For this cause I prayed, and understanding was given to me.

I asked, and a spirit of wisdom came tome.
8 I preferred her before sceptres and thrones.

I considered riches nothing in comparison to her.
9Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem,

because all gold in her presence is a little sand,
and silver will be considered as clay before her.

10 I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than light,
because her bright shining is never laid to sleep.

11All good things came tomewith her,
and innumerable riches are in her hands.

12And I rejoiced over them all because wisdom leads them;
although I didn’t know that she was their mother.

13As I learned without guile, I impart without grudging.
I don’t hide her riches.

14For she is a treasure for men that doesn’t fail,
and those who use it obtain friendship with God,
commended by the gifts which they present through discipline.

15But may God grant that I may speak his judgment,
and to conceive thoughts worthy of what has been givenme;
because he is one who guides even wisdom andwho corrects the wise.

16For both we and our words are in his hand,
with all understanding and skill in various crafts.

17For he himself gaveme an unerring knowledge of the things that are,
to know the structure of the universe and the operation of the elements;
18 the beginning, end, andmiddle of times;
the alternations of the solstices and the changes of seasons;

* 7:1 Many authorities read amortal man.
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19 the circuits of years and the positions of stars;
20 the natures of living creatures and the raging of wild beasts;
the violence of†winds and the thoughts of men;
the diversities of plants and the virtues of roots.

21All things that are either secret or manifest I learned,
22 for wisdom, that is the architect of all things, taught me.

For there is in her a spirit that is quick to understand, holy,
unique, manifold, subtle, freely moving, clear in utterance, unpolluted,
distinct, invulnerable, loving what is good, keen, unhindered,
23 beneficent, loving toward man, steadfast, sure, free from care, all-
powerful, all-surveying,

and penetrating through all spirits that are quick to understand, pure,
most subtle.

24For wisdom is moremobile than anymotion.
Yes, she pervades and penetrates all things by reason of her purity.

25For she is a breath of the power of God,
and a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty.

Therefore nothing defiled can find entrance into her.
26For she is a reflection of everlasting light,

an unspottedmirror of the working of God,
and an image of his goodness.

27Although she is one, she has power to do all things.
Remaining in herself, she renews all things.

From generation to generation passing into holy souls,
shemakes friends of God and prophets.
28For God loves nothing as much as one who dwells with wisdom.

29For she is fairer than the sun,
and above all the constellations of the stars.
She is better than light.

30For daylight yields to night,
but evil does not prevail against wisdom.

8
1But she reaches from one end to the other with full strength,

and orders all things well.

2 I loved her and sought her frommy youth.
I sought to take her for my bride.
I became enamoured by her beauty.

3 She glorifies her noble birth by living with God.
The Sovereign Lord of all loves her.

4For she is initiated into the knowledge of God,
and she chooses his works.

5But if riches are a desired possession in life,
what is richer than wisdom, whichmakes all things?

6And if understanding is effective,
whomore than* wisdom is an architect of the things that exist?

7 If a man loves righteousness,

† 7:20 Or, spirits * 8:6 Gr. she.
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the fruits of wisdom’s labor† are virtues,
for she teaches soberness, understanding, righteousness, and courage.
There is nothing in life more profitable for people than these.

8And if anyone longs for wide experience,
she knows the things of old, and infers the things to come.
She understands subtleties of speeches and interpretations of dark
sayings.

She foresees signs and wonders, and the issues of seasons and times.

9Therefore I determined to take her to live withme,
knowing that she is one whowould give me good counsel,
and encourageme in cares and grief.

10Because of her, I will have glory amongmultitudes,
and honor in the sight of elders, though I am young.

11 I will be found keen when I give judgment.
I will be admired in the presence of rulers.

12When I am silent, they will wait for me.
When I openmy lips, they will heed what I say.
If I continue speaking, they will put their hands on their mouths.

13Because of her, I will have immortality,
and leave behind an eternal memory to those who come after me.

14 I will govern peoples.
Nations will be subjected to me.

15Dreadedmonarchs will fear mewhen they hear of me.
Among the people, Iwill showmyself to be good, and courageous inwar.

16When I come into my house, I will find rest with her.
For conversation with her has no bitterness,
and living with her has no pain, but gladness and joy.

17When I considered these things inmyself,
and thought in my heart how immortality is in kinship to wisdom,

18and in her friendship is good delight,
and in the labors of her hands is wealth that doesn’t fail,
and understanding is in her companionship,
and great renown in having fellowship with her words,
I went about seeking how to take her to myself.

19Now I was a clever child, and received a good soul.
20Or rather, being good, I came into an undefiled body.

21But perceiving that I could not otherwise possesswisdomunless God gave
her to me—

yes, and to know and understand by whom the grace is given—
I pleaded with the Lord and implored him, and with my whole heart I
said:

9
1 “O God of my ancestors and Lord of mercy,

whomade all things by your word;
2and by your wisdom you formedman,

thathe shouldhavedominionover thecreatures thatweremadebyyou,
3and rule the world in holiness and righteousness,

and execute judgment in uprightness of soul,
† 8:7 Gr. her labors
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4 give mewisdom, her who sits by you on your thrones.
Don’t reject me from among your* servants,

5because I am your servant and the son of your handmaid,
a weak and short-livedman,
with little power to understand judgment and laws.

6For even if a man is perfect among the sons of men,
if the wisdom that comes from you is not with him, he will count for
nothing.

7You choseme to be king of your people,
and a judge for your sons and daughters.

8You gave a command to build a sanctuary on your holy mountain,
and† an altar in the city where you live,
a copy of the holy tent which you prepared from the beginning.

9Wisdom is with you and knows your works,
and was present when youweremaking the world,
and understands what is pleasing in your eyes,
and what is right according to your commandments.

10 Send her from the holy heavens,
and ask her to come from the throne of your glory,
that being present withme shemaywork,
and I may learn what pleases you well.

11For she knows all things and understands,
and she will guideme prudently in my actions.
She will guardme in her glory.

12 Somyworks will be acceptible.
I will judge your people righteously,
and I will be worthy of my father’s‡ throne.

13For what manwill know the counsel of God?
Or whowill conceive what the Lord wills?

14For the thoughts of mortals are unstable,
and our plans are prone to fail.

15For a corruptible body weighs down the soul.
The earthy tent burdens amind that is full of cares.

16We can hardly guess the things that are on earth,
and we find the things that are close at hand with labor;
but who has traced out the things that are in the heavens?

17Who gained knowledge of your counsel, unless you gave wisdom,
and sent your holy spirit from on high?

18 It was thus that the ways of those who are on earth were corrected,
andmenwere taught the things that are pleasing to you.
They were saved through wisdom.”

10
1Wisdom* guarded to the end the first formed father of the world, whowas

created alone,
and delivered him out of his own transgression,

2and gave him strength to rule over all things.
3But when an unrighteous man fell away from her in his anger,

* 9:4 Or, children † 9:8 Or, a place of sacrifice ‡ 9:12 Gr. thrones. * 10:1 Gr. She.
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he perished himself in the rage with which he killed his brother.
4When for his cause the earth was drowning with a flood,
wisdom again saved it,
guiding the righteous man’s course by a paltry piece of wood.

5 Moreover, when nations consenting together in wickedness had been
confounded,

wisdom† knew the righteousman, and preserved himblameless to God,
and kept him strong when his heart yearned toward his child.

6While the ungodly were perishing, wisdom‡ delivered a righteous man,
when he fled from the fire that descended out of heaven on the five
cities.

7To whose wickedness a smoking waste still witnesses,
and plants bearing fair fruit that doesn’t ripen,
a disbelieving soul has amemorial: a standing pillar of salt.

8For having passed wisdom by,
not onlywere theydisabled fromrecognising the thingswhichare good,
but they also left behind them for their life a monument of their folly,
to the end that where they stumbled, theymight fail even to be unseen;

9but wisdom delivered those whowaited on her out of troubles.
10When a righteous man was a fugitive from a brother’s wrath,§ wisdom

guided him in straight paths.
She showedhimGod’skingdom, andgavehimknowledgeofholy things.
She prospered him in his toils, andmultiplied the fruits of his labor.

11When in their covetousness men dealt harshly with him,
she stood by him andmade him rich.

12 She guarded him from enemies,
and she kept him safe from those who lay in wait.
Over his severe conflict, she watched as judge,
that hemight know that godliness is more powerful than every one.

13When a righteous manwas sold,* wisdom didn’t forsake him,
but she delivered him from sin.
She went downwith him into a dungeon,

14and in bonds she didn’t depart from him,
until she brought him the sceptre of a kingdom,
and authority over those that dealt like a tyrant with him.
She also showed those who hadmockingly accused him to be false,
and gave him eternal glory.

15Wisdom† delivered a holy people and a blameless seed from a nation of
oppressors.

16 She entered into the soul of a servant of the Lord,
and withstood terrible kings in wonders and signs.

17 She rendered to holy men a reward of their toils.
She guided them along amarvelous way,
and became to them a covering in the day-time,

† 10:5 Gr. she ‡ 10:6 Gr. she § 10:10 Gr. she. * 10:13 Gr. she. † 10:15 Gr. she.
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and a starry flame through the night.
18 She brought them over the Red sea,

and led them throughmuchwater;
19but she drowned their enemies,

and she cast them up from the bottom of the deep.
20Therefore the righteous plundered the ungodly,

and they sang praise to your holy name, O Lord,
and extolled with one accord your hand that fought for them,

21because wisdom opened themouth of themute,
andmade the tongues of babes to speak clearly.

11
1Wisdom prospered their works in the hand of a holy prophet.

2They traveled through a desert without inhabitant,
and they pitched their tents in trackless regions.

3They withstood enemies and repelled foes.
4They thirsted, and they called upon you,

and water was given to them out of the* flinty rock,
and healing of their thirst out of the hard stone.

5For by what things their foes were punished,
by these they in their need were benefited.

6When enemies were troubled with clotted blood
instead of a river’s ever-flowing fountain,

7 to rebuke the decree for the slaying of babies,
you gave them abundant water beyond all hope,

8having shown by the thirst which they had suffered
how you punished the adversaries.

9For when they were tried, although chastened inmercy,
they learned how the ungodly were tormented, being judged with
wrath.

10For you tested these as a father admonishing them;
but you searched out those as a stern king condemning them.

11Yes and whether they were far off or near,
they were equally distressed;

12 for a double grief seized them,
and a groaning at thememory of things past.

13 For when they heard that through their own punishments the others
benefited,

they recognized the Lord.
14 For him who long before was thrown out and exposed they stopped

mocking.
In the end of what happened, theymarveled,
having thirsted in another manner than the righteous.

15But in return for the senseless imaginings of their unrighteousness,
wherein they were led astray to worship irrational reptiles and
wretched vermin,

you sent upon them amultitude of irrational creatures to punish them,
* 11:4 See Deuteronomy 8:15; Psalms 114:8.
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16 that they might learn that by what things a man sins, by these he is
punished.

17For your all-powerful hand
that created the world out of formless matter
didn’t lackmeans to send upon them amultitude of bears, fierce lions,
18or newly-created and unknownwild beasts, full of rage,
either breathing out a blast of fiery breath,
or belching out smoke,
or flashing dreadful sparks from their eyes;

19which had power not only to consume them by their violence,
but to destroy them even by the terror of their sight.

20Yes and without these theymight have fallen by a single breath,
being pursued by Justice, and scattered abroad by the breath of your
power;

but you arranged all things bymeasure, number, and weight.

21For to be greatly strong is yours at all times.
Who could withstand themight of your arm?

22Because the whole world before you is as a grain in a balance,
and as a drop of dew that comes down upon the earth in themorning.

23But you havemercy on all men, because you have power to do all things,
and you overlook the sins of men to the end that theymay repent.

24For you love all things that are,
and abhor none of the things which youmade;
For you never would have formed anything if you hated it.

25Howwould anything have endured unless you had willed it?
Or thatwhichwasnot calledby you, howwould it havebeenpreserved?

26But you spare all things, because they are yours,
O Sovereign Lord, you who love the living.

12
1For your incorruptible spirit is in all things.
2Therefore you convict little by little those who fall from the right way,

and, putting them in remembrance by the things wherein they sin, you
admonish them,

that escaping from their wickedness theymay believe in you, O Lord.

3For truly the old inhabitants of your holy land,
4hating thembecause they practiced detestableworks of enchantments
and unholy rites—

5merciless slaughters of children
and sacrificial banquets of men’s flesh and of blood—
6allies in an impious fellowship,
andmurderers of their own helpless babes,
it was your counsel to destroy by the hands of our fathers;
7 that the land which in your sight is most precious of all
might receive a worthy colony of God’s servants.*

8Nevertheless you even spared these as men,
and you sent hornets† as forerunners of your army,

* 12:7 Or, children † 12:8 Or, wasps
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to cause them to perish little by little.
9 Not that you were unable to subdue the ungodly under the hand of the

righteous in battle,
or by terrible beasts or by a sternword tomake awaywith themat once,

10but judging them little by little you gave them a chance to repent,
not being ignorant that their nature by birth was evil,
their wickedness inborn,
and that their manner of thought would never be changed.

11For they were a cursed seed from the beginning.
It wasn’t through fear of any that you left them unpunished for their
sins.

12For whowill say, “What have you done?”
Or “Whowill withstand your judgment?”

Whowill accuse you for the perishing of nations which you caused?
Or who will come and stand before you as an avenger for unrighteous
men?

13For there isn’t any God beside you that cares for all,
that youmight show that you didn’t judge unrighteously.

14No king or prince will be able to confront you
about those whom you have punished.

15But being righteous, you rule all things righteously,
deeming it a thing alien from your power
to condemn one who doesn’t deserve to be punished.

16For your strength is the source of righteousness,
and your sovereignty over all makes you to forbear all.

17For whenmen don’t believe that you are perfect in power, you show your
strength,

and in dealing with those who think this, you confuse their boldness.
18But you, being sovereign in strength, judge in gentleness,

and with great forbearance you govern us;
for the power is yours whenever you desire it.

19But you taught your people by such works as these,
how the righteous must be kind.

Youmade your sons to have good hope,
because you give repentance whenmen have sinned.

20For if on thosewhowereenemiesofyour servants‡anddeservingofdeath,
you took vengeance with so great deliberation and indulgence,
giving them times andopportunitieswhen theymight escape from their
wickedness,

21with how great care you judged your sons,
to whose fathers you gave oaths and covenants of good promises!

22 Therefore while you chasten us, you scourge our enemies ten thousand
timesmore,

to the intent that wemay ponder your goodness whenwe judge,
and whenwe are judgedmay look for mercy.

23Therefore also the unrighteous that lived in a life of folly,
you tormented through their own abominations.

24For truly they went astray very far in the ways of error,
‡ 12:20 Or, children



Wisdom of Solomon 12:25 1347 Wisdom of Solomon 13:12

Taking as gods those animals§ which even among their enemies were
held in dishonor,

deceived like foolish babes.
25 Therefore, as to unreasoning children, you sent your judgment to mock

them.
26But those whowould not be admonished bymild correction

will experience the deserved judgment of God.
27For through the sufferings they were indignant of,

being punished in these creatures which they supposed to be gods,
they saw and recognized as the true God him whom they previously
refused to know.

Therefore also the result of extreme condemnation came upon them.

13
1For truly all menwho had no perception of God were foolish by nature,

and didn’t gain power to knowhimwho exists from the good things that
are seen.

They didn’t recognize the architect from his works.
2But they thought that either fire, or wind, or swift air,

or circling stars, or raging water, or luminaries of heaven
were gods that rule the world.

3 If it was through delight in their beauty that they took them to be gods,
let them know howmuch better their Sovereign Lord is than these,
for the first author of beauty created them.

4But if it was through astonishment at their power and influence,
then let them understand from them howmuchmore powerful hewho
formed them is.

5For from the greatness of the beauty of created things,
mankind forms the corresponding perception of their Maker.*

6But yet for these men there is but small blame,
for they too perhaps go astray
while they are seeking God and desiring to find him.

7For they diligently search while living among his works,
and they trust their sight that the things that they look at are beautiful.

8But again even they are not to be excused.
9For if they had power to know somuch,

that they should be able to explore the world,
how is it that they didn’t find the Sovereign Lord sooner?

10But they weremiserable, and their hopes were in dead things,
who called them gods which are works of men’s hands,
gold and silver, skillfully made, and likenesses of animals,
or a useless stone, the work of an ancient hand.

11Yes and some†woodcutter might saw down a tree that is easily moved,
skillfully strip away all its bark,
and fashion it in attractive form, make a useful vessel to serve his life’s
needs.

12Burning the scraps from his handiwork to cook his food,
§ 12:24 Gr. living creatures: and so elsewhere in this book. * 13:5 Gr. is the first maker of them
seen. † 13:11 Gr. carpenter who is a woodcutter.
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he eats his fill.
13Taking a discarded scrap which served no purpose,

a crooked piece of wood and full of knots,
he carves it with the diligence of his idleness,
and shapes it by the skill of his idleness.

He shapes it in the image of a man,
14ormakes it like someworthless animal,
smearing it with something red, painting it red,
and smearing over every stain in it.

15Havingmade a worthy chamber for it,
he sets it in a wall, securing it with iron.

16He plans for it that it may not fall down,
knowing that it is unable to help itself
(for truly it is an image, and needs help).

17 When he makes his prayer concerning goods and his marriage and
children,

he is not ashamed to speak to that which has no life.
18Yes, for health, he calls upon that which is weak.

For life, he implores that which is dead.
For aid, he supplicates that which has no experience.
For a good journey, he asks that which can’t so much as move a step.

19And for profit in business and good success of his hands,
he asks ability from that which has hands with no ability.

14
1Again, one preparing to sail, and about to journey over raging waves,

calls upon a piece of woodmore fragile than the vessel that carries him.
2For the hunger for profit planned it,

and wisdomwas the craftsmanwho built it.
3Your providence, O Father, guides it along,

because even in the sea you gave a way,
and in the waves a sure path,

4 showing that you can save out of every danger,
that even amanwithout skill may put to sea.

5 It is your will that the works of your wisdom should not be ineffective.
Therefore men also entrust their lives to a little piece of wood,
and passing through the surge on a raft come safely to land.

6For* in the old time also, when proud giants were perishing,
the hope of the world, taking refuge on a raft,
your hand guided the seed of generations of the race of men.

7For blessed is wood through which comes righteousness;
8but the idol made with hands is accursed, itself and he that made it;
becausehiswas theworking, and the corruptible thingwas called a god.

9For both the ungodly and his ungodliness are alike hateful to God;
10 for truly the deedwill be punished togetherwith himwho committed
it.

11Therefore also therewill be a visitation among the idols of the nation,
because, though formed of things which God created, they were made
an abomination,

* 14:6 The Greek text here may be corrupt.
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stumbling blocks to the souls of men,
and a snare to the feet of the foolish.

12For the devising of idols was the beginning of fornication,
and the invention of them the corruption of life.

13For they didn’t exist from the beginning, and they won’t exist forever.
14For by the boastfulness of men they entered into the world,

and therefore a speedy end was planned for them.

15For a father worn with untimely grief,
making an image of the child quickly taken away,
now honored him as a god which was then a dead human being,
and delivered to those that were under himmysteries and solemn rites.

16Afterward the ungodly custom, in process of time grown strong, was kept
as a law,

and the engraved images received worship by the commandments of
princes.

17And when men could not honor them in presence because they lived far
off,

imagining the likeness from afar,
theymade a visible image of the king whom they honored,
that by their zeal theymight flatter the absent as if present.

18 But worship was raised to a yet higher pitch, even by those who didn’t
know him,

urged forward by the ambition of the architect;
19 for he, wishing perhaps to please his ruler,

used his art to force the likeness toward a greater beauty.
20 So themultitude, allured by reason of the grace of his handiwork,

now consider an object of devotion him that a little beforewas honored
as aman.

21And this became an ambush,
becausemen, in bondage either to calamity or to tyranny,
invested stones and stocks with the Name that shouldn’t be shared.

22Afterward it was not enough for them to go astray concerning the knowl-
edge of God,

but also,while they live inagreatwarof ignorance, they call amultitude
of evils peace.

23 For either slaughtering children in solemn rites, or celebrating secret
mysteries,

or holding frenzied revels of strange customs,
24no longer do they guard either life or purity of marriage,

but one brings upon another either death by treachery, or anguish by
adultery.

25 And all things confusedly are filled with blood and murder, theft and
deceit,

corruption, faithlessness, tumult, perjury,
26 confusion about what is good, forgetfulness of favors,

ingratitude for benefits,
defiling of souls, confusion of sex,
disorder inmarriage, adultery and wantonness.
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27For the worship of idols that may not be named ✡
is a beginning and cause and end of every evil.

28For their worshipers either makemerry to madness, or prophesy lies,
or live unrighteously, or lightly commit perjury.

29For putting their trust in lifeless idols,
when they have sworn a wicked oath, they expect not to suffer harm.

30But on both counts, the just doomwill pursue them,
because they had evil thoughts of God by giving heed to idols,
and swore unrighteously in deceit through contempt for holiness.

31For it is not the power of things by whichmen swear,
but it is the just penalty for those who sin
that always visits the transgression of the unrighteous.

15
1But you, our God, are gracious and true,

patient, and inmercy ordering all things.
2For even if we sin, we are yours, knowing your dominion;

but we will not sin, knowing that we have been accounted yours.
3For to be acquainted with you is* perfect righteousness,

and to know your dominion is the root of immortality.
4For weweren’t led astray by any evil plan of men’s,

nor yet by painters’ fruitless labor,
a form stained with varied colors,

5 the sight of which leads fools into† lust.
Their desire is for the breathless form of a dead image.

6Lovers of evil things, and worthy of such hopes,
are those whomake, desire, and worship them.

7For a potter, kneading soft earth,
laboriously molds each article for our service.

He fashions out of the same clay
both the vessels thatminister to clean uses, and those of a contrary sort,
all in like manner.

What shall be the use of each article of either sort,
the potter is the judge.

8Also, laboring to an evil end, hemolds a vain god out of the same clay,
he who, having but a little before beenmade of earth,
after a short space goes his way to the earth out of which he was taken,
when he is required to render back the‡ soul which was lent him.

9However he has anxious care,
not because his powers must fail,
nor because his span of life is short;

But he compares himself with goldsmiths and silversmiths,
and he imitates molders in§ brass,
and considers it great that hemolds counterfeit gods.

10His heart is ashes.
His hope is of less value than earth.

✡ 14:27 Exodus 23:13; Psalms 16:4; Hosea 2:17;Wisdom 14:21 * 15:3 Gr. entire. † 15:5 Some
authorities read reproach. ‡ 15:8 Or, life § 15:9 Or, copper
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His life is of less honor than clay,
11because he was ignorant of himwhomolded him,

and of him that inspired into him* an active† soul,
and breathed into him a vital spirit.

12But‡ he accounted our life to be a game,
and our§ lifetime a festival for profit;

for, he says, onemust get gain however one can, even if it is by evil.
13For this man, beyond all others, knows that he sins,

out of earthymatter making brittle vessels and engraved images.
14But most foolish andmoremiserable than a baby,

are the enemies of your people, who oppressed them;
15because they even considered all the idols of the nations to be gods,

which have neither the use of eyes for seeing,
nor nostrils for drawing breath,
nor ears to hear,
nor fingers for handling,
and their feet are helpless for walking.

16For amanmade them,
and one whose own spirit is borrowedmolded them;
for no one has power as aman tomold a god like himself.

17But, beingmortal, he makes a dead thing by the work of lawless hands;
for he is better than the objects of his worship,
since he indeed had life, but they never did.

18Yes, and they worship the creatures that are most hateful,
for, being compared as to lack of sense, these are worse than all others;

19 Neither, as seen beside other creatures, are they beautiful, so that one
should desire them,

but they have escaped both the praise of God and his blessing.

16
1For this cause, theywere deservedly punished through creatures like those

which they worship,
and tormented through amultitude of vermin.

2 Instead of this punishment, you, giving benefits to your people,
prepared quails for food,

a delicacy to satisfy the desire of their appetite,
3 to the end that your enemies, desiring food,

might for the hideousness of the creatures sent among them,
loathe even the necessary appetite;

but these, your people, having for a short time suffered lack,
might even partake of delicacies.

4For it was necessary that inescapable lack should come upon those oppres-
sors,

but that to these it should only be showed how their enemies were
tormented.

5For even when terrible raging of wild beasts came upon your people,
and they were perishing by the bites of crooked serpents,

* 15:11 Gr. a soul that moves to activity. † 15:11 Or, life ‡ 15:12 Some authorities read they
accounted. § 15:12 Or, way of life
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your wrath didn’t continue to the uttermost;
6but for admonition were they troubled for a short time,

having a token of salvation
to put them in remembrance of the commandment of your law;

7 for hewho turned toward it was not saved because of thatwhichwas seen,
but because of you, the Savior of all.

8Yes, and in this you persuaded our enemies
that you are he who delivers out of every evil.

9For the bites of locusts and flies truly killed them.
No healing for their life was found,
because they were worthy to be punished by such things.

10 But your children weren’t overcome by the very fangs of venomous
dragons,

for yourmercy passed by where they were and healed them.
11For they were bitten to put them in remembrance of your oracles,

and were quickly saved, lest, falling into deep forgetfulness,
they should become unable to respond to your kindness.

12For truly it was neither herb nor poultice that cured them,
but your word, O Lord, which heals all people.

13For you have authority over life and death,
and you lead down to the gates of Hades, and lead up again.

14But though aman kills by his wickedness,
he can’t retrieve the spirit that has departed
or release the imprisoned soul.

15But it is not possible to escape your hand;
16 for ungodly men, refusing to know you, were scourged in the strength of

your arm,
pursued with strange rains and hails and relentless storms,
and utterly consumedwith fire.

17For, what wasmost marvelous,
in the water which quenches all things, the fire burned hotter;
for the world fights for the righteous.

18For at one time the flamewas restrained,
that it might not burn up the creatures sent against the ungodly,
but that these themselvesas they lookedmight see that theywerechased
by the judgment of God.

19At another time even in the midst of water it burns more intensely than
fire,

that it may destroy the produce of an unrighteous land.
20 Instead of these things, you gave your people angels’ food to eat,

andyouprovided ready-to-eat bread for themfromheavenwithout toil,
having the virtue of every pleasant flavor,
and agreeable to every taste.

21For your nature showed your sweetness toward your children,
while that bread, serving the desire of the eater,
changed itself according to everyman’s choice.

22But snow and ice endured fire, and didn’t melt,
that people might know that fire was destroying the fruits of the ene-
mies,
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burning in the hail and flashing in the rains;
23and that this fire, again, in order that righteous peoplemay be nourished,

has even forgotten its own power.
24For the creation, ministering to you, its maker,

strains its force against the unrighteous for punishment
and in kindness, slackens it on behalf of those who trust in you.

25Therefore at that time also, converting itself into all forms,
it ministered to your all-nourishing bounty,
according to the desire of those who had need,

26 that your children, whom you loved, O Lord, might learn
that it is not the growth of crops that nourishes aman,
but that your word preserves those who trust you.

27For that which was not destroyed by fire,
melted awaywhen it was simply warmed by a faint sunbeam,

28 that itmight be known thatwemust rise before the sun to give you thanks,
andmust pray to you at the dawning of the light;

29 for the hope of the unthankful will melt as the winter’s hoar frost,
and will flow away as water that has no use.

17
1For your judgments are great, and hard to interpret;

therefore undisciplined souls went astray.
2 For when lawless men had supposed that they held a holy nation in their

power,
they, prisoners of darkness, and bound in the fetters of a long night,
kept close beneath their roofs,
lay exiled from the eternal providence.

3For while they thought that they were unseen in their secret sins,
they were divided from one another by a dark curtain of forgetfulness,
stricken with terrible awe, and very troubled by apparitions.

4For neither did the dark recesses that held them guard them from fears,
but terrifying sounds rang around them,
and dismal phantoms appeared with unsmiling faces.

5And no power of fire prevailed to give light,
neither were the brightest flames of the stars strong enough to illumi-
nate that gloomy night;

6but only the glimmering of a self-kindled fire appeared to them, full of fear.
In terror, they considered the things which they saw
to be worse than that sight, on which they could not gaze.

7Themockeries of their magic arts were powerless, now,
and a shameful rebuke of their boasted understanding:

8 For those who promised to drive away terrors and disorders from a sick
soul,

these were sick with a ludicrous fearfulness.
9For even if no troubling thing frighted them,

yet, scared with the creeping of vermin and hissing of serpents,
10 they perished trembling in fear,

refusing even to look at the air, which could not be escaped on any side.
11For wickedness, condemned by a witness within, is a coward thing,
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and, being pressed hard by conscience, always has added forecasts of
the worst.

12 For fear is nothing else but a surrender of the help which reason
offers;

13and fromwithin, the expectation of being less
prefers ignorance of the cause that brings the torment.

14But they, all through the night which was powerless indeed,
and which came upon them out of the recesses of powerless Hades,
sleeping the same sleep,
15nowwere haunted bymonstrous apparitions,
and nowwere paralyzed by their soul’s surrendering;
for sudden and unexpected fear came upon them.

16 So then whoever it might be, sinking down in his place,
was kept captive, shut up in that prisonwhichwas not barredwith iron;

17 for whether he was a farmer, or a shepherd,
or a laborer whose toils were in the wilderness,
he was overtaken, and endured that inescapable sentence;
for they were all boundwith one chain of darkness.

18Whether there was a whistling wind,
or amelodious sound of birds among the spreading branches,
or a measured fall of water running violently,
19or a harsh crashing of rocks hurled down,
or the swift course of animals bounding along unseen,
or the voice of wild beasts harshly roaring,
or an echo rebounding from the hollows of themountains,
all these things paralyzed themwith terror.

20For the whole world was illuminated with clear light,
and was occupied with unhindered works,
21while over them alone was spread a heavy night,
an image of the darkness that should afterward receive them;
but to themselves, they were heavier than darkness.

18
1But for your holy ones there was great light.

Their enemies, hearing their voice but not seeing their form,
counted it a happy thing that they too had suffered,

2 yet for that they do not hurt them, though wronged by them before, they
are thankful;

and because they had been at variance with them, they begged for
pardon.

3Therefore you provided a burning pillar of fire,
to be a guide for your people’s unknown journey,
and a harmless sun for their glorious exile.

4For the Egyptians well deserved to be deprived of light and imprisoned by
darkness,

they who had imprisoned your children,
through whom the incorruptible light of the law was to be given to the
race of men.

5After they had taken counsel to kill the babes of the holy ones,
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andwhen a single child had been abandoned and saved to convict them
of their sin,

you took away from them their multitude of children,
and destroyed all their army together in amighty flood.

6Our fathers weremade aware of that night beforehand,
that, having sure knowledge, theymight be cheered by the oaths which
they had trusted.

7 Salvation of the righteous and destruction of the enemies was expected by
your people.

8For as you took vengeance on the adversaries,
by the samemeans, calling us to yourself, you glorified us.

9For holy children of goodmen offered sacrifice in secret,
and with one consent they agreed to the covenant of the divine law,
that they would partake alike in the same good things and the same
perils,

the fathers already leading the sacred songs of praise.
10But the discordant cry of the enemies echoed back,

and a pitiful voice of lamentation for children was spread abroad.
11Both servant andmaster were punished with the same just doom,

and the commoner suffering the same as king;
12Yes, they all together, under one form of death,

had corpses without number.
For the living were not sufficient even to bury them,

Since at a single stroke, their most cherished offspring was consumed.
13Forwhile theyweredisbelieving all things by reasonof the enchantments,

upon the destruction of the firstborn they confessed the people to be
God’s children.

14For while peaceful silence wrapped all things,
and night in her own swiftness was half spent,

15your all-powerful word leaped from heaven, from the royal throne,
a stern warrior, into themidst of the doomed land,

16bearing as a sharp sword your authentic commandment,
and standing, it filled all things with death,
and while it touched the heaven it stood upon the earth.

17Then immediately apparitions in dreams terribly troubled them,
and unexpected fears came upon them.

18And each, one thrown here half dead, another there,
made knownwhy he was dying;

19 for the dreams, disturbing them, forewarned them of this,
that theymight not perish without knowing why they were afflicted.

20The experience of death also touched the righteous,
and amultitude were destroyed in the wilderness,
but the wrath didn’t last long.

21For a blameless man hurried to be their champion,
bringing the weapon of his ownministry,
prayer, and the atoning sacrifice of incense.

He withstood the indignation and set an end to the calamity,
showing that he was your servant.

22And he overcame the anger,
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not by strength of body, not by force of weapons,
but by his word, he subdued the avenger
by bringing to remembrance oaths and covenants made with the fa-
thers.

23For when the dead had already fallen in heaps one upon another,
he intervened and stopped the wrath,
and cut off its way to the living.

24For the whole world was pictured on his long robe,
and the glories of the fathers were upon the engraving of the four rows
of precious stones,

and yourmajesty was upon the diadem on his head.
25The destroyer yielded to these, and they feared;

for it was enough only to test the wrath.

19
1But indignation without mercy came upon the ungodly to the end;

for God also foreknew their future,
2how, having changed their minds to let your people go,

and having sped them eagerly on their way,
they would change their minds and pursue them.

3For while they were yet in themidst of their mourning,
and lamenting at the graves of the dead,
theymade another foolish decision,
and pursued as fugitives those whom they had begged to leave and
driven out.

4For the doomwhich they deserved was drawing them to this end,
and it made them forget the things that had happened to them,
that theymight fill up the punishmentwhichwas yet lacking from their
torments,

5and that your people might journey on by amarvelous road,
but they themselves might find a strange death.

6For the whole creation, each part in its diverse kind, wasmade new again,
complying with your commandments,
that your servants might be kept unharmed.

7Then the cloud that overshadowed the campwas seen,
and dry land rising up out of what had been water,
out of the Red sea an unhindered highway,
and a grassy plain out of the violent surge,
8by which they passed over with all their army,
these whowere covered with your hand,
having seen strangemarvels.

9For like horses they roamed at large,
and they skipped about like lambs,
praising you, O Lord, whowas their deliverer.

10 For they still remembered the things that happened in the time of their
sojourning,

how instead of bearing cattle, the land brought forth lice,
and instead of fish, the river spewed out amultitude of frogs.

11But afterwards, they also saw a new kind of birds,



Wisdom of Solomon 19:12 1357 Wisdom of Solomon 19:22

when, led on by desire, they asked for luxurious dainties;
12 for, to comfort them, quails came up for them from the sea.

13Punishments came upon the sinners,
not without the signs that were given beforehand by the violence of the
thunder,

for they justly suffered through their ownwickednesses,
for the hatredwhich they practiced toward guestswas grievous indeed.

14Forwhile the others didn’t receive the strangers when they came to them,
the Egyptians made slaves of guests whowere their benefactors.

15 And not only so, but while punishment of some sort will come upon the
former,

since they received as enemies those whowere aliens;
16because these first welcomedwith feastings,
and then afflicted with dreadful toils,
those who had already shared with them in the same rights.

17Andmoreover they were stricken with loss of sight
(even as were those others at the righteous man’s doors),
when, being surrounded with yawning darkness,
they each looked for the passage through his own door.

18For as the notes of a lute vary the character of the rhythm,
even so the elements, changing their order one with another,
continuing always in its sound,
as may clearly be conjectured from the sight of the things that have
happened.

19For creatures of the dry land were turned into creatures of the waters,
and creatures that swimmoved upon the land.

20Fire kept themastery of its own power in water,
and water forgot its quenching nature.

21On the contrary, flames didn’t consume flesh of perishable creatures that
walked among them,

neither did theymelt the crystalline grains of ambrosial food that were
melted easily.

22For in all things, O Lord, youmagnified your people,
and you glorified them and didn’t lightly regard them,
standing by their side in every time and place.
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TheWisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach,
or

Ecclesiaticus
The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach, also called Ecclesiasticus, is recog-

nized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Ortho-
dox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

The Prologue of theWisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach.
WHEREASmanyandgreat thingshavebeendelivered tousby the lawand

the prophets, and by the others that have followed in their steps, for which
we must give Israel the praise for instruction and wisdom; and since not
only the readers need to become skillful themselves, but also thosewho love
learningmust be able to profit those who are outside, both by speaking and
writing; my grandfather Jesus, having much given himself to the reading of
the law, and the prophets, and the other books of our fathers, and having
gained great familiarity with them, was also drawn on himself to write
somewhat pertaining to instruction and wisdom, in order that those who
love learning, and are devoted to these things, might make progress much
more by living according to the law. You are entreated therefore to read
with favor and attention, and to pardon us, if in any parts of what we have
labored to interpret, we may seem to fail in some of the phrases. For things
originally spoken in Hebrew don’t have the same force in them when they
are translated into another language. Not only these, but the law itself, and
the prophecies, and the rest of the books, have no small difference, when
they are spoken in their original language. For having come into Egypt in
the thirty-eighth year of Energetes the king, and having continued there
some time, I found a copy giving no small instruction. I thought it therefore
most necessary for me to apply some diligence and travail to translate this
book, applying indeed much watchfulness and skill in that space of time to
bring the book to an end and publish for them also, who in the land of their
travels are desiring to learn, preparing their character in advance, so as to
live according to the law.

1
1All wisdom comes from the Lord,

and is with him forever.
2Who can count the sand of the seas,

the drops of rain,
and the days of eternity?

3Whowill search out the height of the sky,
the breadth of the earth, the deep,
and wisdom?

4Wisdom has been created before all things,
and the understanding of prudence from everlasting.
5 *

6To whom has the root of wisdom been revealed?
* 1:5 Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities: The source of wisdom is God’s word in the highest
heaven, and her ways are the eternal commandments.
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Who has known her shrewd counsels?
7 †

8There is one wise, greatly to be feared,
sitting upon his throne: the Lord.

9He created her.
He saw andmeasured her.
He poured her out upon all his works.

10 She is with all flesh according to his gift.
He gave her freely to those who love him.

11The fear of the Lord is glory, exultation,
gladness, and a crown of rejoicing.

12The fear of the Lord will delight the heart,
and will give gladness, joy, and length of days.

13Whoever fears the Lord, it will go well with him at the last.
He will be blessed in the day of his death.

14To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
It was created together with the faithful in the womb.

15 She‡ laid an eternal foundation withmen.
She will be trusted among their offspring.

16To fear the Lord is the fullness of wisdom.
She inebriates menwith her fruits.

17 She will fill all her house with desirable things,
and her storehouses with her produce.

18The fear of the Lord is the crown of wisdom,
making peace and§ perfect health to flourish.*

19He both saw andmeasured her.
He rained down skill and knowledge of understanding,
and exalted the honor of those who hold her fast.

20To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom.
Her branches are length of days.
21 †

22Unjust wrath can never be justified,
for his wrath tips the scale to his downfall.

23Aman that is patient will resist for a season,
and afterward gladness will spring up to him.

24Hewill hide his words until the right moment,
and the lips of manywill tell of his understanding.

25Awise saying is in the treasures of wisdom;
but godliness is an abomination to a sinner.

26 If you desire wisdom, keep the commandments
and the Lord will give her to you freely;

† 1:7 Verse 7 is omitted by the best authorities: Towhomwas the knowledge of wisdommanifested?
Who has understood her abundant experience? ‡ 1:15 Gr. nested. § 1:18 Gr. health of cure.

* 1:18 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities: Both are gifts of God for
peace; glory opens out for those who love him. He saw her and took hermeasure. † 1:21 Verse 21
is omitted by the best authorities: The fear of the Lord drives away sins. Where it resides, it will turn
away all anger.
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27 for the fear of the Lord is wisdom and instruction.
Faith and humility are his good pleasure.

28Don’t disobey the fear of the Lord.
Don’t come to himwith a double heart.

29Don’t be a hypocrite in men’s sight.
Keep watch over your lips.

30Don’t exalt yourself,
lest you fall and bring dishonor upon your soul.

The Lord will reveal your secrets
and will cast you down in themidst of the congregation,
because you didn’t come to the fear of the Lord
and your heart was full of deceit.

2
1My son, if you come to serve the Lord,

prepare your soul for temptation.
2 Set your heart aright, constantly endure,

and don’t make haste in time of calamity.
3Cling to him, and don’t depart,

that youmay be increased at your latter end.
4Accept whatever is brought upon you,

and be patient when you suffer humiliation.
5For gold is tried in the fire,

and acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation.
6Put your trust in him, and he will help you.

Make your ways straight, and set your hope on him.

7All you who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy.
Don’t turn aside, lest you fall.

8All you who fear the Lord, put your trust in him,
and your reward will not fail.

9All you who fear the Lord, hope for good things,
and for eternal gladness andmercy.

10Look at the generations of old, and see:
Who ever put his trust in the Lord, and was ashamed?
Or who remained in his fear, and was forsaken?
Or who called upon him, and he neglected him?

11For the Lord is full of compassion andmercy.
He forgives sins and saves in time of affliction.

12Woe to fearful hearts, to faint hands,
and to the sinner who goes twoways!

13Woe to the faint heart! For it doesn’t believe.
Therefore it won’t be defended.

14Woe to you who have lost your patience!
Andwhat will you all do when the Lord visits you?

15Those who fear the Lord will not disobey his words.
Those who love himwill keep his ways.

16Those who fear the Lord will seek his good pleasure.
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Those who love himwill be filled with the law.
17Those who fear the Lord will prepare their hearts,

and will humble their souls in his sight.
18Wewill fall into the hands of the Lord,

and not into the hands of men;
for as his majesty is,

so also is his mercy.

3
1Hearme, your father, Omy children,

and do what you hear, that you all may be safe.
2For the Lord honors the father over the children,

and has confirmed the judgment of themother over her sons.
3Hewho honors his father will make atonement for sins.

4Hewho gives glory to his mother is as one who lays up treasure.
5Whoever honors his father will have joy in his own children.

He will be heard in the day of his prayer.
6Hewho gives glory to his father will have length of days.

He who listens to the Lord will bring rest to his mother,
7 * and will serve under his parents, as to masters.
8Honor your father in deed andword,

that a blessingmay come upon you from him.
9For the blessing of the father establishes the houses of children,

but the curse of themother roots out the foundations.
10Don’t glorify yourself in the dishonor of your father,

for your father’s dishonor is no glory to you.
11For the glory of a man is from the honor of his father,

and amother in dishonor is a reproach to her children.
12My son, help your father in his old age,

and don’t grieve him as long as he lives.
13 If he fails in understanding, have patience with him.

Don’t dishonor him in your full strength.
14For the kindness to your father will not be forgotten.

Instead of sins it will be added to build you up.
15 In the day of your affliction it will be remembered for you,

as fair weather upon ice,
so your sins will also melt away.

16Hewho forsakes his father is as a blasphemer.
He who provokes his mother is cursed by the Lord.

17My son, go on with your business in humility;
so you will be loved by an acceptable man.

18The greater you are, humble yourself the more,
and you will find favor before the Lord.
19 †

20For the power of the Lord is great,

* 3:7 Somemanuscripts add thosewho fear the Lordhonor their father, † 3:19 Somemanuscripts
addMany are lofty and renowned, but he reveals his secrets to the humble.



Sirach 3:21 1362 Sirach 4:10

and he is glorified by those who are lowly.
21Don’t seek things that are too hard for you,

and don’t search out things that are above your strength.
22Think about the things that have been commanded you,

for you have no need of the things that are secret.
23Don’t be overly busy in tasks that are beyond you,

for more things are shown to you thanmen can understand.
24For the conceit of many has led them astray.

Evil opinion has caused their judgment to slip.
25 ‡There is no light without eyes.

There is no wisdomwithout knowledge.

26A stubborn heart will do badly at the end.
He who loves danger will perish in it.

27A stubborn heart will be burdened with troubles.
The sinner will heap sin upon sins.

28The calamity of the proud has no healing,
for a weed of wickedness has taken root in him.

29The heart of the prudent will understand a proverb.
A wise man desires the ear of a listener.

30Water will quench a flaming fire;
almsgiving will make atonement for sins.

31Hewho repays good turns is mindful of that which comes afterward.
In the time of his falling he will find a support.

4
1My son, don’t deprive the poor of his living.

Don’t make the needy eyes wait long.
2Don’t make a hungry soul sorrowful,

or provoke aman in his distress.
3Don’t addmore trouble to a heart that is provoked.

Don’t put off giving to himwho is in need.
4Don’t reject a suppliant in his affliction.

Don’t turn your face away from a poorman.
5Don’t turn your eye away from one who asks.

Give no occasion to aman to curse you.
6For if he curses you in the bitterness of his soul,

he whomade himwill hear his supplication.
7Endear yourself to the assembly.

Bow your head to a great man.
8 Incline your ear to a poorman.

Answer himwith peaceful words in humility.
9Deliver himwho is wronged from the hand of himwhowrongs him;

Don’t be hesitant in giving judgment.
10Be as a father to the fatherless,

and like a husband to their mother.
So you will be as a son of the Most High,
‡ 3:25 Somemanuscripts omit verse 25.



Sirach 4:11 1363 Sirach 4:31

and he will love youmore than yourmother does.

11Wisdom exalts her sons,
and takes hold of those who seek her.

12Hewho loves her loves life.
Those who seek her early will be filled with gladness.

13Hewho holds her fast will inherit glory.
Where* he enters, the Lord will bless.

14Those who serve her minister to the Holy One.
The Lord loves those who love her.

15Hewho listens to her will judge the nations.
He who heeds her will dwell securely.

16 If he trusts her, he will inherit her,
and his generations will possess her.

17For at the first she will walk with him in crooked ways,
and will bring fear and dread upon him,
and torment himwith her discipline,
until shemay trust his soul, and try him by her judgments.

18Then she will return him again to the straight way,
and will gladden him, and reveal to him her secrets.

19 If he goes astray, she will forsake him,
and hand him over to his fall.

20Watch for the opportunity, and beware of evil.
Don’t be ashamed of your soul.

21For there is a shame that brings sin,
and there is a shame that is glory and grace.

22Don’t show partiality, discrediting your soul.
Don’t revere anyman to your falling.

23Don’t refrain from speaking when it is for safety.
†Don’t hide your wisdom for the sake of seeming fair.

24For wisdomwill be known by speech,
and instruction by the word of the tongue.

25Don’t speak against the truth
and be shamed for your ignorance.

26Don’t be ashamed to confess your sins.
Don’t fight the river’s current.

27Don’t lay yourself down for a fool to tread upon.
Don’t be partial to one who is mighty.

28 Strive for the truth to death,
and the Lord Godwill fight for you.

29Don’t be hasty with your tongue,
or slack and negligent in your deeds.

30Don’t be like a lion in your house,
or suspicious of your servants.

31Don’t let your hand be stretched out to receive,
and closed when you should repay.

* 4:13 Or, she † 4:23 Somemanuscripts omit this line.
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5
1Don’t set your heart upon your goods.

Don’t say, “They are sufficient for me.”
2Don’t follow your ownmind and your strength

to walk in the desires of your heart.
3Don’t say, “Whowill have dominion over me?”

for the Lord will surely take vengeance on you.

4Don’t say, “I sinned, and what happened tome?”
for the Lord is patient.

5Don’t be so confident of atonement
that you add sin upon sins.

6Don’t say, “His compassion is great.
He will be pacified for themultitude of my sins,”
for mercy andwrath are with him,
and his indignation will rest on sinners.

7Don’t wait to turn to the Lord.
Don’t put off from day to day;
for suddenly the wrath of the Lord will come on you,
and youwill perish in the time of vengeance.

8Don’t set your heart upon unrighteous gains,
for you will profit nothing in the day of calamity.

9Don’t winnowwith every wind.
Don’t walk in every path.
This is what the sinner who has a double tongue does.

10Be steadfast in your understanding.
Let your speech be consistent.

11Be swift to hear
and answer with patience.

12 If you have understanding, answer your neighbor;
but if not, put your hand over yourmouth.

13Glory and dishonor is in talk.
Aman’s tonguemay be his downfall.

14Don’t be called a whisperer.
Don’t lie in wait with your tongue;
for shame is on the thief,
and an evil condemnation is on himwho has a double tongue.

15Don’t be ignorant in a great or small matter.

6
1Don’t become an enemy instead of a friend;

for an evil namewill inherit shame and reproach.
So it is with the sinner who has a double tongue.

2Don’t exalt yourself in the counsel of your soul,
that your soul not be torn in pieces like a bull.

3Youwill eat up your leaves, destroy your fruit,
and leave yourself like a dry tree.

4Awicked soul will destroy himwho has it,
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andwill make him a laughing stock to his enemies.

5 Sweet words will multiply a man’s friends.
A gracious tongue will multiply courtesies.

6Let those that are at peace with you bemany,
but your advisers one of a thousand.

7 If you want to gain a friend, get him in a time of testing,
and don’t be in a hurry to trust him.

8For there is a friend just for an occasion.
He won’t continue in the day of your affliction.

9And there is a friend who turns into an enemy.
He will discover strife to your reproach.

10And there is a friend who is a companion at the table,
but he won’t continue in the day of your affliction.

11 In your prosperity he will be as yourself,
and will be bold over your servants.

12 If you are brought low, he will be against you,
and will hide himself from your face.

13 Separate yourself from your enemies,
and beware of your friends.

14A faithful friend is a strong defense.
He who has found him has found a treasure.

15There is nothing that can be taken in exchange for a faithful friend.
His excellency is beyond price.

16A faithful friend is a life-savingmedicine.
Those who fear the Lord will find him.

17Hewho fears the Lord directs his friendship properly;
for as he is, so is his neighbor also.

18My son, gather instruction from your youth up.
Even when you have gray hair you will find wisdom.

19Come to her as one who plows and sows
andwait for her good fruit;

for your toil will be little in her cultivation,
and you will soon eat of her fruit.

20How exceedingly harsh she is to the unlearned!
He who is without understanding will not remain in her.

21 She will rest upon him as amighty stone of trial.
He won’t hesitate to cast her from him.

22For wisdom is according to her name.
She isn’t manifest to many.

23Give ear, my son, and accept my judgment.
Don’t refuse my counsel.

24Bring your feet into her fetters,
and your neck into her chain.

25Put your shoulder under her and bear her.
Don’t be grieved with her bonds.

26Come to her with all your soul.
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Keep her ways with your whole power.
27 Search and seek, and she will be made known to you.

When you get hold of her, don’t let her go.
28For at the last you will find her rest;

and she will be turned for you into gladness.
29Her fetters will be to you for a covering of strength,

and her chains for a robe of glory.
30For there is a golden ornament upon her,

and her bands are ✡ a purple cord.
31You shall put her on as a robe of glory,

and shall put her on as a crown of rejoicing.

32My son, if you are willing, you will be instructed.
If you will yield your soul, you will be prudent.

33 If you love to hear, you will receive.
If you incline your ear, you will be wise.

34 Stand in themultitude of the elders.
Attach yourself to whomever is wise.

35Be willing to listen to every godly discourse.
Don’t let the proverbs of understanding escape you.

36 If you see aman of understanding, get to him early.
Let your foot wear out the steps of his doors.

37Let yourmind dwell on the ordinances of the Lord
andmeditate continually on his commandments.

He will establish your heart
and your desire for wisdomwill be given to you.

7
1Do no evil,

so no evil will overtake you.
2Depart fromwrong,

and it will turn away from you.
3My son, don’t sow upon the furrows of unrighteousness,

and you won’t reap them sevenfold.

4Don’t seek preeminence from the Lord,
nor the seat of honor from the king.

5Don’t justify yourself in the presence of the Lord,
and don’t display your wisdom before the king.

6Don’t seek to be a judge,
lest you not be able to take away iniquities,
lest perhaps you fear the person of a mighty man,
and lay a stumbling block in the way of your uprightness.

7Don’t sin against themultitude of the city.
Don’t disgrace yourself in the crowd.

8Don’t commit a sin twice,
✡ 6:30 Numbers 15:38
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for even in one you will not be unpunished.
9Don’t say, “Hewill look upon themultitude of my gifts.

When I make an offering to theMost High God, he will accept it.”
10Don’t be faint-hearted in your prayer.

Don’t neglect to give alms.

11Don’t laugh aman to scorn when he is in the bitterness of his soul,
for there is one who humbles and exalts.

12Don’t devise* a lie against your brother,
or do the same to a friend.

13Refuse to utter a lie,
for that habit results in no good.

14Don’t babble in the assembly of elders.
Don’t repeat your words in your prayer.

15Don’t hate hard labor
or farmwork, which theMost High has created.

16Don’t number yourself among themultitude of sinners.
Remember that wrath will not wait.

17Humble your soul greatly,
for the punishment of the ungodly man is fire and the worm.

18Don’t exchange a friend for something,
neither a true brother for the gold of Ophir.

19Don’t deprive yourself of a wise and good wife,
for her grace is worthmore than gold.

20Don’t abuse a servant whoworks faithfully,
or a hireling who gives you his life.

21Let your soul love a wise servant.
Don’t defraud him of liberty.

22Do you have cattle? Look after them.
If they are profitable to you, let them stay by you.

23Do you have children? Correct them,
andmake them obedient from their youth.

24Do you have daughters? Take care of their bodies,
and don’t be overly indulgent toward them.

25Give your daughter in marriage, and you will have accomplished a great
matter.

Give her to aman of understanding.

26Do you have a wife who pleases you? Don’t cast her out.
† But don’t trust yourself to one who is hateful.

27Honor your father with your whole heart,
and don’t forget the birth pangs of yourmother.

28Remember that you were born of them.
What will you repay them for the things that they have done for you?

29Fear the Lord with all your soul;
* 7:12 Gr. Don’t plow † 7:26 Many authorities omit this line
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and revere his priests.
30With all your strength love himwhomade you.

Don’t forsake his ministers.
31Fear the Lord and honor the priest.

Give him his portion, even as it is commanded you:
the first fruits, the trespass offering, the gift of the shoulders,
the sacrifice of sanctification, and the first fruits of holy things.

32Also stretch out your hand to the poorman,
that your blessingmay be complete.

33A gift has grace in the sight of every livingman.
Don’t withhold grace for a deadman.

34Don’t avoid those whoweep,
andmourn with those whomourn.

35Don’t be slow to visit a sick man,
for by such things you will gain love.

36 In all your words, remember eternity,
and you will never sin.

8
1Don’t contend with amighty man,

lest perhaps you fall into his hands.
2Don’t strive with a richman, lest perhaps he overpower you;

for gold has destroyedmany,
and turned away the hearts of kings.

3Don’t argue with a loudmouthedman.
Don’t heap wood upon his fire.

4Don’t make fun of a rudeman,
lest your ancestors be dishonored.

5Don’t reproach amanwhen he turns from sin.
Remember that we are all worthy of punishment.

6Don’t dishonor aman in his old age,
for some of us are also growing old.

7Don’t rejoice over anyone’s death.
Remember that we all die.

8Don’t neglect the discourse of the wise.
Be conversant with their proverbs;
for from them youwill learn discipline
and how to serve great men.

9Don’t miss the discourse of the aged,
for they also learned from their parents,
because from them youwill learn understanding,
and to give an answer in time of need.

10Don’t kindle the coals of a sinner,
lest you be burned with the flame of his fire.

11Don’t rise up from the presence of an insolent man,
lest he lie in wait as an ambush for yourmouth.
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12Don’t lend to amanwho is stronger than you;
and if you lend, count it as a loss.

13Don’t be surety beyond yourmeans.
If you give surety, think as one whowill have to pay.

14Don’t go to lawwith a judge;
for according to his honor they will give judgment for him.

15Don’t travel with a reckless man,
lest he be burdensome to you;
for he will do as he pleases,
and you will perish with his folly.

16Don’t fight with a wrathful man.
Don’t travel with him through the desert,
for blood is as nothing in his sight.
Where there is no help, he will overthrow you.

17Don’t consult with a fool,
for he will not be able to keep a secret.

18Do no secret thing before a stranger,
for you don’t knowwhat it will cause.

19Don’t open your heart to everyman.
Don’t let him return you a favor.

9
1Don’t be jealous over the wife of your bosom,

and don’t teach her an evil lesson against yourself.
2Don’t give your soul to a woman

and let her trample down your strength.
3Don’t go to meet a womanwho plays the prostitute,

lest perhaps you fall into her snares.
4Don’t associate with a womanwho is a singer,

lest perhaps you be caught by her tricks.
5Don’t gaze at a virgin,

lest perhaps you stumble and incur penalties for her.
6Don’t give your soul to prostitutes,

that you not lose your inheritance.
7Don’t look around in the streets of the city.

Don’t wander in its deserted places.
8Turn your eye away from a beautiful woman,

and don’t gaze at another’s beauty.
Many have been led astray by the beauty of a woman;

and with this, passion is kindled like a fire.
9Don’t dine at all with a womanwho has a husband,

or revel with her at wine,*
lest perhaps your soul turn away to her,
and with your spirit you slide into destruction.

10Don’t forsake an old friend;
for a new one is not comparable to him.

* 9:9 The preceding line of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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A new friend is like newwine:
if it becomes old, you will drink it with gladness.

11Don’t envy the success of a sinner;
for you don’t knowwhat his end will be.

12Don’t delight in the delights of the ungodly.
Remember they will not go unpunished to† the grave.

13Keep yourself far from themanwho has‡ power to kill,
and you will not be troubled by the fear of death.

If you come to him, commit no fault,
lest he take away your life.

Know surely that you go about in themidst of snares,
and walk upon the battlements of a city.

14As well as you can, aim to know your neighbors,
and take counsel with the wise.

15Let your conversation be withmen of understanding.
Let all your discourse be in the law of theMost High.

16Let righteous people be companions at your table.
Let your glorying be in the fear of the Lord.

17Awork is commended because of the skill of the artisan;
so he who rules the people will be considered wise for his speech.

18A loudmouthedman is dangerous in his city.
He who is reckless in his speech will be hated.

10
1Awise judge will instruct his people.

The government of a man of understanding will be well ordered.
2As is the judge of his people, so are his officials.

As the city’s ruler is, so are all those who dwell in it.
3An undisciplined king will destroy his people.

A city will be established through the understanding of the powerful.
4The government of the earth is in the Lord’s hand.

In due time, he will raise up over it the right person at the right time.
5Aman’s prosperity is in the Lord’s hand.

He will lay his honor upon the person of the scribe.

6Don’t be angry with your neighbor for every wrong.
Do nothing by works of violence.

7Pride is hateful before the Lord andmen.
Arrogance is abhorrent in the judgment of both.

8 Sovereignty is transferred from nation to nation
because of injustice, violence, and greed for money.

9Why are dirt and ashes proud?*
Because in life, my body decays.

10A long disease mocks the physician.
† 9:12 Gr. Hades. ‡ 9:13 Or, authority * 10:9 Two lines of this verse are here omitted by the
best authorities.
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The king of today will die tomorrow.
11For when aman is dead,

he will inherit maggots, vermin, and worms.
12 It is the beginning of pride when aman departs from the Lord.

His heart has departed from himwhomade him.
13For the beginning of pride is sin.

He who keeps it will pour out abomination.
For this cause the Lord brought upon them strange calamities

and utterly overthrew them.
14The Lord cast down the thrones of rulers

and set the lowly in their place.
15The Lord plucked up the roots of nations

and planted the lowly in their place.
16The Lord overthrew the lands of nations

and destroyed them to the foundations of the earth.
17He took some of them away and destroyed them,

andmade their memory to cease from the earth.
18Pride has not been created for men,

nor wrathful anger for the offspring of women.

19Whose offspring has honor?
Human offspring who fear the Lord.

Whose offspring has no honor?
Human offspring who break the commandments.

20 In themidst of kindred he who rules them has honor.
Those who fear the Lord have honor in his eyes.
21 †

22The richman, the honorable, and the poor
all glory in the fear of the Lord.

23 It is not right to dishonor a poormanwho has understanding.
It is not fitting to glorify a manwho is a sinner.

24The prince, the judge, and themighty manwill be honored.
There is not one of them greater than he who fears the Lord.

25Freemenwill minister to a wise servant.
Amanwho has knowledge will not complain.

26Don’t flaunt your wisdom in doing your work.
Don’t boast in the time of your distress.

27Better is he who labors and abounds in all things,
than he who boasts and lacks bread.

28My son, glorify your soul in humility,
and ascribe to yourself honor according to your worthiness.

29Whowill justify himwho sins against his own soul?
Whowill honor himwho dishonors his own life?

30A poorman is honored for his knowledge.
A richman is honored for his riches.

31But he who is honored in poverty, howmuchmore in riches?
† 10:21 Verse 21 is omitted by the best authorities: Fear of the Lord is the beginning of acceptance,
but obstinance and pride are the beginning of rejection.
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Hewho is dishonored in riches, howmuchmore in poverty?

11
1The wisdom of the lowly will lift up his head,

andmake him sit in themidst of great men.

2Don’t commend aman for his good looks.
Don’t abhor aman for his outward appearance.

3The bee is little among flying creatures,
but what it produces is the best of confections.

4Don’t boast about the clothes you wear,
and don’t exalt yourself in the day of honor;

for the Lord’s works are wonderful,
and his works are hidden amongmen.

5Many* kings have sat down upon the ground,
but one whowas never thought of has worn a crown.

6Manymighty men have been greatly disgraced.
Men of renown have been delivered into other men’s hands.

7Don’t blame before you investigate.
Understand first, and then rebuke.

8Don’t answer before you have heard.
Don’t interrupt while someone else is speaking.

9Don’t argue about a matter that doesn’t concern you.
Don’t sit with sinners when they judge.

10My son, don’t be busy about manymatters;
for if youmeddle much, you will not be unpunished.

If you pursue, you will not overtake,
and you will not escape by fleeing.

11There is one who toils, labors, and hurries,
and is evenmore behind.

12There is one who is sluggish, and needs help,
lacking in strength, and who abounds in poverty,

but the Lord’s eyes looked upon him for good,
and he raised him up from his low condition,

13and lifted up his head
so that manymarveled at him.

14Good things and bad, life and death,
poverty and riches, are from the Lord.
15-16 †

17The Lord’s gift remains with the godly.
His good pleasure will prosper forever.

18One grows rich by his diligence and self-denial,
and this is the portion of his reward:

19when he says, “I have found rest,
and now I will eat of my goods!”

* 11:5 Gr. tyrants † 11:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities.
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he doesn’t know howmuch time will pass
until he leaves them to others and dies.

20Be steadfast in your covenant and be doing it,
and grow old in your work.

21Don’t marvel at the works of a sinner,
but trust the Lord and stay in your labor;

for it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord
to swiftly and suddenly make a poorman rich.

22The Lord’s blessing is in the reward of the godly.
Hemakes his blessing flourish in an hour that comes swiftly.

23Don’t say, “What use is there of me?
What further good things can bemine?”

24Don’t say, “I have enough.
What harm could happen tome now?”

25 In the day of good things, bad things are forgotten.
In the day of bad things, a manwill not remember things that are good.

26For it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord
to reward aman in the day of death according to his ways.

27The affliction of an hour causes delights to be forgotten.
In the end, a man’s deeds are revealed.

28Call noman happy before his death.
Amanwill be known in his children.

29Don’t bring everyman into your house,
for many are the tricks of a deceitful man.

30Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so is the heart of a proudman.
Like a spy, he looks for your weakness.

31For he lies in wait to turn things that are good into evil,
and assigns blame in things that are praiseworthy.

32From a spark of fire, a heap of many coals is kindled,
and a sinful man lies in wait to shed blood.

33Take heed of an evil-doer, for he plans wicked things,
lest perhaps he ruin your reputation forever.

34 Receive a stranger into your house, and he will distract you with argu-
ments

and estrange you from your own family.

12
1 If you do good, know to whom you do it,

and your good deeds will have thanks.
2Do good to a godly man, and youwill find a reward—

if not from him, then from theMost High.
3No good will come to himwho continues to do evil,

nor to himwho gives no alms.
4Give to the godly man,

and don’t help the sinner.
5Do good to one who is lowly.

Don’t give to an ungodly man.
Keep back his bread, and don’t give it to him,
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lest he subdue you with it;
for you would receive twice as much evil

for all the good you would have done to him.
6For theMost High also hates sinners,

and will repay vengeance to the ungodly.*
7Give to the goodman,

and don’t help the sinner.
8Aman’s friend won’t be† fully tried in prosperity.

His enemywon’t be hidden in adversity.
9 In aman’s prosperity, his enemies are grieved.

In his adversity, even his friend leaves.
10Never trust your enemy,

for his wickedness is like corrosion in copper.
11Though he humbles himself and walks bowed down,

still be careful and beware of him.
You will be to him as one who has wiped amirror,

to be sure it doesn’t completely tarnish.
12Don’t set him next to you,

lest he overthrow you and stand in your place.
Don’t let him sit on your right hand,

lest he seek to take your seat,
and at the last you acknowledgemywords,

and be pricked withmy sayings.

13Whowill pity a charmer that is bitten by a snake,
or any who come near wild beasts?

14Even so, who will pity himwho goes to a sinner,
and is associated with him in his sins?

15For a while he will stay with you,
and if you falter, he will not stay.

16The enemywill speak sweetly with his lips,
and in his heart plan to throw you into a pit.

The enemymayweep with his eyes,
but if he finds opportunity, he will want more blood.

17 If adversity meets you, you will find him there before you.
Pretending to help you, he will trip you.

18Hewill shake his head, clap his hands,
whisper much, and change his countenance.

13
1Hewho touches pitch will be defiled.

He who has fellowship with a proudmanwill become like him.
2Don’t take up a burden above your strength.

Have no fellowship with one who is mightier and richer than yourself.
What fellowship would the earthen pot have with the kettle?

The kettle will strike, and the pot will be dashed in pieces.
3The richman does a wrong and threatens.

* 12:6 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 12:8 Or, punished
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The poor is wronged and apologizes.
4 If you are profitable, he will exploit you.

If you are in need, he will forsake you.
5 If you own something, he will live with you.

He will drain your resources and will not be sorry.
6Does he need you? Then he will deceive you,

smile at you, and give you hope.
He will speak kindly to you and say, “What do you need?”

7Hewill shame you by his delicacies
until he has made you bare twice or thrice,
and in the end he will laugh you to scorn.

Afterward he will see you, will forsake you,
and shake his head at you.

8Beware that you are not deceived
and brought low in your enjoyment.

9 If a mighty man invites you, be reserved,
and he will invite youmore.

10Don’t press him, lest you be thrust back.
Don’t stand far off, lest you be forgotten.

11Don’t try to speak with him as an equal,
and don’t believe his many words;

for he will test you withmuch talk,
and will examine you in a smiling manner.

12Hewho doesn’t keep secrets to himself is unmerciful.
He won’t hesitate to harm and to bind.

13Keep them to yourself and be careful,
for you walk* in danger of falling.
14 †

15Every living creature loves its own kind,
and everyman loves his neighbor.

16All flesh associates with their own kind.
Amanwill stick to people like himself.

17What fellowship would the wolf have with the lamb?
So is the sinner to the godly.

18What peace is there between a hyena and a dog?
What peace is there between a richman and the poor?

19Wild donkeys are the prey of lions in the wilderness;
likewise poor men are feeding grounds for the rich.

20Lowliness is an abomination to a proudman;
likewise a poorman is an abomination to the rich.

21When a richman is shaken, he is supported by his friends,
but when the humble is down, he is pushed away even by his friends.

22When a richman falls, there are many helpers.
He speaks things not to be spoken, andmen justify him.

A humble man falls, andmen rebuke him.
He utters wisdom, and is not listened to.

* 13:13 Gr. along with. † 13:14 The remainder of verse 13, and verse 14, are omitted by the best
authorities.
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23A richman speaks, and all keep silence.
They extol what he says to the clouds.

A poorman speaks, and they say, “Who is this?”
If he stumbles, they will help to overthrow him.

24Riches are good if they have no sin.
Poverty is evil only in the opinion of the ungodly.

25The heart of a man changes his countenance,
whether it is for good or for evil.‡

26A cheerful countenance is a sign of a prosperous heart.
Devising proverbs takes strenuous thinking.

14
1Blessed is themanwho has not slipped with his mouth,

and doesn’t suffer from sorrow for sins.
2Blessed is he whose soul does not condemn him,

and who has not given up hope.

3Riches are not appropriate for a stingy person.
What would amiser do withmoney?

4Hewho gathers by denying himself gathers for others.
Others will revel in his goods.

5 If one is mean to himself, to whomwill he be good?
He won’t enjoy his possessions.

6There is nonemore evil than he who is grudging to himself.
This is a punishment for his wickedness.

7Even if he does good, he does it in forgetfulness.
In the end, he reveals his wickedness.

8Amiser is evil.
He turns away and disregards souls.

9A covetous man’s eye is not satisfied with his portion.
Wicked injustice dries up his soul.

10Amiser begrudges bread,
and it is lacking at his table.

11My son, according to what you have, treat yourself well,
and bring worthy offerings to the Lord.

12Remember that death will not wait,
and that the covenant of Hades hasn’t been shown to you.

13Do good to your friends before you die.
According to your ability, reach out and give to them.

14Don’t deprive yourself of a good day.
Don’t let your share of a desired good pass you by.

15Won’t you leave your labors to another,
and your toils be divided by lot?

16Give, take, and treat yourself well,
because there is no seeking of luxury in Hades.

17All flesh grows old like a garment,
for the covenant from the beginning is, “Youmust die!”

‡ 13:25 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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18Like the leaves flourishing on a thick tree,
some it sheds, and some grow,

so also are the generations of flesh and blood:
one comes to an end and another is born.

19Every work rots and falls away,
and its builder will depart with it.

20Blessed is themanwhomeditates on wisdom,
and who reasons by his understanding.

21Hewho considers her ways in his heart
will also have knowledge of her secrets.

22Go after her like a hunter,
and lie in wait in her paths.

23Hewho peers in at her windows
will also listen at her doors.

24Hewho lodges close to her house
will also fasten a nail in her walls.

25Hewill pitch his tent near at hand to her,
and will lodge in a lodging where good things are.

26Hewill set his children under her shelter,
and will rest under her branches.

27By her he will be covered from heat,
and will lodge in her glory.

15
1Hewho fears the Lord will do this.

He who has possession of the lawwill obtain her.
2 She will meet him like amother,

and receive him like a wife married in her virginity.
3 She will feed himwith bread of understanding

and give himwater of wisdom to drink.
4Hewill be stayed upon her, and will not bemoved.

He will rely upon her, and will not be confounded.
5 She will exalt him above his neighbors.

She will open his mouth in themidst of the congregation.
6Hewill inherit joy, a crown of gladness,

and an everlasting name.
7Foolishmenwill not obtain her.

Sinners will not see her.
8 She is far from pride.

Liars will not remember her.
9Praise is not attractive in themouth of a sinner;

for it was not sent to him from the Lord.
10For praise will be spoken in wisdom;

The Lord will prosper it.

11Don’t say, “It is through the Lord that I fell away;”
for you shall not do the things that he hates.

12Don’t say, “It is he that causedme to err;”
for he has no need of a sinful man.

13The Lord hates every abomination;
and those who fear him don’t love them.
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14He himself mademan from the beginning
and left him in the hand of his own counsel.

15 If you choose, you can keep the commandments.
To be faithful is a matter of your choice.

16He has set fire and water before you.
You will stretch forth your hand to whichever you desire.

17Before man is life and death.
Whichever he likes, it will be given to him.

18For the wisdom of the Lord is great.
He is mighty in power, and sees all things.

19His eyes are upon those who fear him.
He knows every act of man.

20He has not commanded anyman to be ungodly.
He has not given anyman license to sin.

16
1Don’t desire amultitude of unprofitable children,

neither delight in ungodly sons.
2 If theymultiply, don’t delight in them

unless the fear of the Lord is in them.
3Don’t trust in their life.

Don’t rely on their numbers;
for one can be better than a thousand,
and to die childless than to have ungodly children.

4For from one who has understanding, a city will be populated,
but a race of wickedmenwill be made desolate.

5 I have seenmany such things withmy eyes.
My ear has heardmightier things than these.

6 In a congregation of sinners, a fire will be kindled.
In a disobedient nation, wrath is kindled.

7Hewas not pacified toward the giants of old time,
who revolted in their strength.

8He didn’t spare Lot’s neighbors,
whom he abhorred for their pride.

9He didn’t pity the people of perdition
whowere taken away in their sins,
10or in like manner, the six hundred thousand footmen
whowere gathered together in the hardness of their hearts.

11Even if there is one stiff-necked person,
it is a marvel if he will be unpunished;
for mercy andwrath are both with himwho is mighty to forgive,
and he pours out wrath.

12As his mercy is great, so is his correction also.
He judges aman according to his works.

13The sinner will not escape with plunder.
The perseverance of the godly will not be frustrated.

14Hewill make room for every work of mercy.
Eachmanwill receive according to his works.
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15-16 *

17Don’t say, “I will be hidden from the Lord,”
and “Whowill rememberme from on high?”

I will not be known among somany people,
for what is my soul in a boundless creation?

18Behold, the heaven, the heaven of heavens,
the deep, and the earth, will be moved when he visits.

19Themountains and the foundations of the earth together
are shaken with trembling when he looks at them.

20No heart will think about these things.
Who could comprehend his ways?

21Like a tempest which noman can see,
so, the majority of his works are† hidden.

22Whowill declare his works of righteousness?
Whowill wait for them?
For his covenant is afar off.‡

23Hewho is lacking in§ understanding thinks about these things.
An unwise and erringman thinks foolishly.

24My son, listen to me, learn knowledge,
and heedmywords with your heart.

25 I will impart instruction with precision,
and declare knowledge exactly.

26 In the judgment of the Lord are his works from the beginning.
From themaking of them he determined their boundaries.

27He arranged his works for all time,
and their beginnings to their generations.

They aren’t hungry or weary,
and they don’t cease from their works.

28No one pushes aside his neighbor.
They will never disobey his word.

29After this also the Lord looked at the earth
and filled it with his blessings.

30All manner of living things covered its surface,
and they return into it.

17
1The Lord createdmankind out of earth,

and turned them back to it again.
2He gave them days by number, and a set time,

and gave them authority over the things that are on it.
3He endowed themwith strength proper to them,

andmade them according to his own image.
4He put the fear of man upon all flesh,

and gave him dominion over beasts and birds.

* 16:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities. † 16:21 Gr. among hidden things.
‡ 16:22 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 16:23 Gr. heart.
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5 *
6He gave them counsel, tongue, eyes,

ears, and heart to have understanding.
7He filled themwith the knowledge of wisdom,

and showed them good and evil.
8He set his eye upon their hearts,

to show them themajesty of his works.
9 †

10And they will praise his holy name,
‡ that theymay declare themajesty of his works.

11He added to them knowledge,
and gave them a law of life for a heritage.

12Hemade an everlasting covenant with them,
and showed them his decrees.

13Their eyes saw themajesty of his glory.
Their ears heard the glory of his voice.

14He said to them, “Beware of all unrighteousness.”
So he gave them commandment, eachman concerning his neighbor.

15Their ways are ever before him.
They will not be hidden from his eyes.
16 §

17 *For every nation he appointed a ruler,
but Israel is the Lord’s portion.
18 †

19All their works are as clear as the sun before him.
His eyes are continually upon their ways.

20Their iniquities are not hidden from him.
All their sins are before the Lord.
21 ‡

22With him the alms of a man is as a signet.
He will keep aman’s kindness as the pupil of the eye.§

23Afterwards he will rise up and repay them,
and render their repayment upon their head.

24However to those who repent he grants a return.
He comforts those who are losing hope.

25Return to the Lord, and forsake sins.
Make your prayer before his face offend less.

26Turn again to theMost High, and turn away from iniquity.*
Greatly hate the abominable thing.

27Whowill give praise to theMost High in Hades,
in place of the living who return thanks?

28Thanksgiving perishes from the dead, as from one who doesn’t exist.
* 17:5 Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities. † 17:9 Verse 9 is omitted by the best authorities.

‡ 17:10 This line is added by the best authorities. § 17:16 Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted
by the best authorities. * 17:17 The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.

† 17:18 Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:21 Verses 16, 18, and
21 are omitted by the best authorities. § 17:22 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities. * 17:26 A line is here omitted by the best authorities.
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Hewho is in life and health will praise the Lord.
29How great is the mercy of the Lord,

and his forgiveness to those who turn to him!
30For humans are not capable of everything,

because the son of man is not immortal.
31What is brighter than the sun? Yet even this can be eclipsed.

So flesh and blood devise evil.
32He looks upon the power of the height of heaven,

while all men are earth and ashes.

18
1Hewho lives forever created the whole universe.
2The Lord alone is just.
3 *
4He has given power to declare his works to no one.

Who could trace out his mighty deeds?
5Who couldmeasure the strength of his majesty?

Who could also proclaim his mercies?
6As for the wondrous works of the Lord, it is not possible to take from them

nor add to them,
neither is it possible to explore them.

7When aman has finished, then he is just at the beginning.
When he stops, then he will be perplexed.

8What is mankind, and what purpose do they serve?
What is their good, and what is their evil?

9The number of man’s days at themost are a hundred years.
10As a drop of water from the sea, and a pebble from the sand,

so are a few years in the day of eternity.
11For this cause the Lord was patient over them,

and poured out his mercy upon them.
12He saw and perceived their end, that it is evil.

Therefore hemultiplied his forgiveness.
13Themercy of a man is on his neighbor;

but themercy of the Lord is on all flesh:
reproving, chastening, teaching,
and bringing back, as a shepherd does his flock.

14He hasmercy on those who accept chastening,
and that diligently seek after his judgments.

15My son, don’t add reproach to your good deeds,
and no harsh words in any of your giving.

16Doesn’t the dew relieve the scorching heat?
So a word is better than a gift.

17Behold, isn’t a word better than a gift?
Both are with a gracious person.

18A fool is ungracious and abusive.
The gift of an grudging person consumes the eyes.

* 18:3 The remainder of verse 2, and verse 3, are omitted by the best authorities.
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19Learn before you speak.
Take care of your health before you get sick.

20Before judgment, examine yourself,
and in the hour of scrutiny you will find forgiveness.

21Humble yourself before you get sick.
In the time of sins, repent.

22Let nothing hinder you to pay your vow in due time.
Don’t wait until death to be released.

23Before youmake a vow, prepare yourself.
Don’t be like amanwho tests the Lord.

24Think about the wrath coming in the days of the end,
and the time of vengeance, when he turns away his face.

25 In the days of fullness remember the time of hunger.
Remember poverty and lack in the days of wealth.

26Frommorning until evening, the time changes.
All things are speedy before the Lord.

27Awise man is cautious in everything.
In days of sinning, he will beware of offense.†

28Everyman of understanding knows wisdom.
He will give thanks to himwho found her.

29Theywhowere of understanding in sayings also becamewise themselves,
and poured out apt proverbs.

30Don’t go after your lusts.
Restrain your appetites.

31 If you give fully to your soul the delight of her desire,
she will make you‡ the laughing stock of your enemies.

32Don’t makemerry inmuch luxury,
and don’t be tied to its expense.

33Don’t be made a beggar by banqueting with borrowedmoney
when you have nothing in your purse.§

19
1Aworker who is a drunkard will not become rich.

He who despises small things will fall little by little.
2Wine andwomenwill makemen of understanding go astray.

He who joins with prostitutes is reckless.
3Decay andworms will have him as their heritage.

A reckless soul will be taken away.
4Hewho is hasty to trust is shallow-hearted.

He who sins offends against his own soul.
5Hewho rejoices in wickedness will be condemned.*
6 †Hewho hates gossip has less wickedness.
7Never repeat what is told you,
† 18:27 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 18:31 Or, a rejoicing to
§ 18:33 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. * 19:5 The remainder of
this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 19:6 The preceding part of this verse is omitted by
the best authorities.
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and youwon’t lose anything.
8Whether it is of friend or foe, don’t tell it.

Unless it is a sin to you, don’t reveal it.
9For if he has heard you and observed you,

when the time comes, he will hate you.
10Have you heard something? Let it die with you.

Be brave: it will not make you burst!
11A fool will travail in pain with a word,

as a woman in labor with a child.
12As an arrow that sticks in the flesh of the thigh,

so is gossip in a fool.

13Question a friend; it may be he didn’t do it.
If he did something, it may be that hemay do it nomore.

14Question your neighbor; it may be he didn’t say it.
If he has said it, it may be that hemay not say it again.

15Question a friend; for many times there is slander.
Don’t trust every word.

16There is one who slips, and not from the heart.
Who is he who hasn’t sinned with his tongue?

17Reprove your neighbor before you threaten him;
and give place to the law of theMost High.
18-19 ‡

20All wisdom is the fear of the Lord.
In all wisdom is the doing of the law.
21 §

22The knowledge of wickedness is not wisdom.
The prudence of sinners is not counsel.

23There is a wickedness, and it is an abomination.
There is a fool lacking in wisdom.
24Better is one who has little understanding, and fears God,

than one who hasmuch intelligence and transgresses the law.
25There is an exquisite subtlety, and it is unjust.

And there is one who perverts favor to gain a judgment.*
26There is onewhodoeswickedly,whohangsdownhisheadwithmourning;

but inwardly he is full of deceit,
27bowing down his face, and pretending to be deaf in one ear.
Where he isn’t known, he will take advantage of you.

28And if for lack of power he is hindered from sinning,
if he finds opportunity, he will domischief.

29Amanwill be known by his appearance.
One who has understanding will be known by his face when you meet
him.

30Aman’s attire, grinning laughter,
and the way he walks showwhat he is.

‡ 19:18-19 Verses 18 and 19 are omitted by the best authorities. § 19:21 The remainder of verse
20 and verse 21 are omitted by the best authorities. * 19:25 The remainder of this verse is omitted
by the best authorities.
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20
1There is a reproof that is not timely;

and there is a person who is wise enough to keep silent.
2How good is it to reprove, rather than to be angry.

He who confesses will be kept back from harm.
3 *

4As is the lust of a eunuch to deflower a virgin,
so is he who executes judgments with violence.

5There is one who keeps silent and is foundwise;
and there is one who is hated for his much talk.

6There is one who keeps silent, for he has no answer to make;
And there is one who keeps silent, knowing when to speak.

7Awise manwill be silent until his time has come,
but the braggart and fool will miss his time.

8Hewho uses many words will be abhorred.
He who takes authority for himself will be hated in it.

9There is a prosperity that a man finds inmisfortunes;
and there is a gain that turns to loss.

10There is a gift that will not profit you;
and there is a gift that pays back double.

11There are losses because of glory;
and there is one who has lifted up his head from a low estate.

12There is one who buysmuch for a little,
and pays for it again sevenfold.

13Hewho is wise in words will make himself beloved;
but the pleasantries of fools will be wasted.

14The gift of a fool will not profit you,†
for he looks for repayment many times instead of one.

15Hewill give little and insult much.
He will open his mouth like a crier.

Today he will lend, and tomorrow he will ask for it back.
Such a one is a hateful man.

16The fool will say, “I have no friend,
and I have no thanks for my good deeds.
Those who eat my bread have an evil tongue.”

17How often, and of howmany, will he be laughed to scorn!‡

18A slip on a pavement is better than a slip with the tongue.
So the fall of the wicked will come speedily.

19Amanwithout grace is a tale out of season.
It will be continually in themouth of the ignorant.

20A parable from a fool’s mouth will be rejected;
for he won’t tell it at the proper time.

21There is one who is hindered from sinning through lack.
When he rests, he will not be troubled.

22There is one who destroys his soul through bashfulness.

* 20:3 Verse 3 is omitted by the best authorities. † 20:14 A line of this verse is here omitted by
the best authorities. ‡ 20:17 The latter part of verse 17 is omitted by the best authorities.
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By a foolish countenance, he will destroy it.
23There is one who for bashfulness makes promises to his friend;

and hemakes him his enemy for nothing.

24A lie is an ugly blot on a person.
It will be continually in themouth of the ignorant.

25A thief is better than amanwho is continually lying,
but they both will inherit destruction.

26The destination of a liar is dishonor.
His shame is with him continually.

27Hewho is wise in words will advance himself.
And one who is prudent will please great men.

28Hewho tills his land will raise his harvest high.
He who pleases great menwill get pardon for iniquity.

29Favors and gifts blind the eyes of the wise,
and as amuzzle on themouth, turn away reproofs.

30Wisdom that is hidden, and treasure that is out of sight—
what profit is in either of them?

31Better is a manwho hides his folly
than amanwho hides his wisdom.
32 §

21
1My son, have you sinned?

Do it nomore;
and ask forgiveness for your past sins.

2Flee from sin as from the face of a snake;
for if you go near, it will bite you.

Its teeth are like lion’s teeth,
slaying people’s souls.

3All iniquity is as a two-edged sword.
Its stroke has no healing.

4Terror and violence will waste away riches.
So the house of an arrogant manwill be laid waste.

5 Supplication from a poorman’s mouth reaches to the ears of* God,
and his judgment comes speedily.

6Onewho hates reproof is in the path of the sinner.
He who fears the Lord will repent in his heart.

7Hewho is mighty in tongue is known far away;
but theman of understanding knows when he slips.

8Hewho builds his house with other men’s money
is like one who gathers stones for his own tomb.

9The congregation of wickedmen is as a bundle of tow
with a flame of fire at the end of them.

10The way of sinners is paved with stones;
and at the end of it is the pit of Hades.

§ 20:32 Verse 32 is omitted by the best authorities. * 21:5 Gr. him.
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11Hewho keeps the law becomesmaster of its intent.
The fulfilment of the fear of the Lord is wisdom.

12Hewho is not clever will not be instructed.
There is a cleverness whichmakes bitterness abound.

13The knowledge of a wise manwill be made to abound as a flood,
and his counsel as a fountain of life.

14The inward parts of a fool are like a broken vessel.
He will hold no knowledge.

15 If a man of knowledge hears a wise word,
he will commend it and add to it.

The wantonman hears it, and it displeases him,
so he throws it away behind his back.

16The chatter of a fool is like a burden in the way,
but grace will be found on the lips of the wise.

17The utterance of the prudent manwill be sought for in the congregation.
They will ponder his words in their heart.

18As a house that is destroyed, so is wisdom to a fool.
The knowledge of an unwise man is talk without sense.†

19 Instruction is as fetters on the feet of an unwise man,
and as manacles on the right hand.

20A fool lifts up his voice with laughter,
but a clever man smiles quietly.

21 Instruction is to a prudent man as an ornament of gold,
and as a bracelet upon his right arm.

22The foot of a fool rushes into a house,
but a man of experience will be ashamed of entering.

23A foolishman peers into the door of a house,
but a manwho is instructed will stand outside.

24 It is rude for someone to listen at a door,
but a prudent person will be grieved with the disgrace.

25The lips of strangers will be grieved at these things,
but the words of prudent menwill be weighed in the balance.

26The heart of fools is in their mouth,
but themouth of wise men is their heart.

27When the ungodly curses an adversary,
he curses his own soul.

28Awhisperer defiles his own soul,
and will be hated wherever he travels.

22
1A slothful man is compared to a stone that is defiled.

Everyone will at hiss at him in his disgrace.
2A slothful man is compared to the filth of a dunghill.

Anyone who picks it up will shake it out of his hand.

3An undisciplined child is a disgrace to his father,
† 21:18 Gr. unexamined words.
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and a foolish daughter is born to his loss.
4A prudent daughter will inherit a husband of her own.

She who brings shame is the grief of her father.
5 She who is arrogant brings shame on father and husband.

She will be despised by both of them.
6 Ill-timed conversation is like music in mourning,

but stripes and correction are wisdom in every season.

7Hewho teaches a fool is like one who glues potsherds together,
even like one whowakes a sleeper out of a deep sleep.

8Hewho teaches a fool is as one who teaches amanwho slumbers.
In the end he will say, “What is it?”
9-10 *

11Weep for the dead, for he lacks light.
Weep for a fool, for he lacks understanding.

Weepmore sweetly for the dead, because he has found rest,
but the life of the fool is worse than death.

12Mourning for the dead lasts seven days,
but for a fool and an ungodly man, it lasts all the days of his life.

13Don’t talk muchwith a foolishman,
and don’t go to one who has no understanding.

Beware of him, lest you have trouble and be defiled in his onslaught.
Turn away from him, and youwill find rest,
and you won’t be wearied in his madness.

14What would be heavier than lead?
What is its name, but “Fool”?

15 Sand, salt, and amass of iron is easier to bear
than amanwithout understanding.

16Timbergirdedandbound intoabuildingwill notbe releasedwith shaking.
So a heart established in due season onwell advised counsel will not be
afraid.

17A heart settled upon a thoughtful understanding
is as an ornament of plaster on a polished wall.

18Fences set on a high place will not stand against the wind;
so a fearful heart in the imagination of a fool will not stand against any
fear.

19Hewho pricks the eye will make tears fall.
He who pricks the heart makes it show feeling.

20Whoever casts a stone at birds scares them away.
He who insults a friend will dissolve friendship.

21 If you have drawn a sword against a friend, don’t despair,
for there may be a way back.

22 If you have opened yourmouth against a friend, don’t be afraid,
for there may be reconciliation,
unless it is for insulting, arrogance, disclosing of a secret, or a treacher-
ous blow—

* 22:9-10 Verses 9 and 10 are omitted by the best authorities.
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for these things any friend will flee.

23Gain trust with your neighbor in his poverty,
that in his prosperity youmay have gladness.

Stay steadfast to him in the time of his affliction,
that youmay be heir with him in his inheritance.†

24Before fire is the vapor and smoke of a furnace,
so insults precede bloodshed.

25 I won’t be ashamed to shelter a friend.
I won’t hide myself from his face.

26 If any evil happens to me because of him,
everyone who hears it will beware of him.

27Whowill set a watch over mymouth,
and a seal of shrewdness uponmy lips,
that I may not fall from it, and that my tonguemay not destroyme?

23
1O Lord, Father andMaster of my life,

don’t abandonme to their counsel.
Don’t let me fall because of them.

2Whowill set scourges over my thought,
and a discipline of wisdom overmy heart,
that they spareme not for my errors,
and not overlook their sins?

3Otherwise my errors might bemultiplied,
andmy sins abound,
I fall before my adversaries,
andmy enemy rejoice over me.*

4O Lord, Father and God of my life,
don’t give me a haughty eyes,†
5and turn away evil desire fromme.‡

6Let neither gluttony nor lust overtakeme.
Don’t give me over to a shameless mind.

7Listen, my children, to the discipline of themouth.
He who keeps it will not be caught.

8The sinner will be overpowered through his lips.
By them, the insulter and the arrogant will stumble.

9Don’t accustom yourmouth to an oath,
and don’t be accustomed to naming the Holy One,

10 for as a servant who is continually scourged will not lack bruises,
so he also who swears and continually utters the Name will not be
cleansed from sin.

11Aman of many oaths will be filled with iniquity.
The scourge will not depart from his house.

If he offends, his sin will be upon him.

† 22:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. * 23:3 The remainder of
this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 23:4 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the
best authorities. ‡ 23:5 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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If he disregards it, he has sinned doubly.
If he has sworn falsely, he will not be justified,

for his house will be filled with calamities.
12There is a manner of speech that is clothed with death.

Let it not be found in the heritage of Jacob,
for all these things will be far from the godly,
and they will not wallow in sins.

13Don’t accustom yourmouth to gross rudeness,
for it involves sinful speech.

14Remember your father and yourmother,
for you sit in themidst of great men,
that you be not forgetful before them,
and become a fool by your bad habit;

so youmaywish that you had not been born,
and curse the day of your birth.

15Amanwho is accustomed to abusive language
won’t be corrected all the days of his life.

16Two sorts of people multiply sins,
and the third will bring wrath:
a hot passion, like a burning fire, will not be quenched until it is
consumed;

a fornicator in the body of his fleshwill never cease until he has burned
out the fire.

17All bread is sweet to a fornicator.
He will not cease until he dies.

18Amanwho goes astray from his ownmarriage bed
says in his heart, “Who sees me?

Darkness is aroundme, and the walls hideme.
No one sees me. Of whom am I afraid?
TheMost High will not remembermy sins.”

19The eyes of men are his terror.
He doesn’t know that the eyes of the Lord are ten thousand times
brighter than the sun,

seeing all the ways of men,
and looking into secret places.

20All things were known to him before they were created,
and also after they were completed.

21This manwill be punished in the streets of the city.
He will be seized where he least expects it.

22 So also is a wife who leaves her husband,
and produces an heir by another man.

23For first, she was disobedient in the law of theMost High.
Second, she trespassed against her own husband.
Third, she played the adulteress in fornication,
and had children by another man.

24 She shall be brought out into the congregation.
Her punishment will extend to her children.

25Her children will not take root.
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Her branches will bear no fruit.
26 She will leave her memory for a curse.

Her reproach won’t be blotted out.
27And those who are left behind will know that there is nothing better than

the fear of the Lord,
and nothing sweeter than to heed the commandments of the Lord.
28 §

24
1Wisdomwill praise her own soul,

and will proclaim her glory in themidst of her people.
2 She will open her mouth in the congregation of the Most High,

and proclaim her glory in the presence of his power.
3 “I came out of themouth of the Most High,

and covered the earth as amist.
4 I lived in high places,

andmy throne is in the pillar of the cloud.
5Alone I surrounded the circuit of heaven,

and walked in the depth of the abyss.
6 In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth,

and in every people and nation, I obtained a possession.
7With all these I sought rest.

In whose inheritance shall I lodge?
8Then the Creator of all things gaveme a command.

He who createdmemademy tent to rest,
and said, ‘Let your dwelling be in Jacob,
and your inheritance in Israel.’

9He createdme from the beginning, before the ages.
For all ages, I will not cease to exist.

10 In the holy tabernacle, I ministered before him.
So I was established in Zion.

11 In the beloved city, likewise he gaveme rest.
In Jerusalemwasmy domain.

12 I took root in a people that was honored,
even in the portion of the Lord’s own inheritance.

13 I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon,
And like a cypress tree on themountains of Hermon.

14 I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea shore,
like rose bushes in Jericho,
and like a fair olive tree in the plain.
I was exalted like a plane tree.

15Like cinnamon and aspalathus, I have given a scent to perfumes.
Like choice myrrh, I spread abroad a pleasant fragrance,
like* galbanum, onycha, stacte,
and as the smell of frankincense in the tabernacle.

16Like the terebinth, I stretched out my branches.
My branches are glorious and graceful.

17Like the vine, I put forth grace.

§ 23:28 Verse 28 is omitted by the best authorities. * 24:15 See Exodus 30:34.
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My flowers are the fruit of glory and riches.
18 †

19 “Come tome, all you who desire me,
and be filled withmy fruits.

20Formymemory is sweeter than honey,
andmy inheritance than the honeycomb.

21Those who eat mewill be hungry for more.
Those who drinkmewill be thirsty for more.

22Hewho obeys mewill not be ashamed.
Those whowork withmewill not sin.”

23All these things are the book of the covenant of the Most High God,
the law which Moses commanded us for an inheritance for the assem-
blies of Jacob.

24 ‡
25 It is he whomakes wisdom abundant, as Pishon,

and as Tigris in the days of first fruits.
26Hemakes understanding full as the Euphrates,

and as the Jordan in the days of harvest,
27whomakes instruction shine forth as the light,

as Gihon in the days of vintage.
28The first man didn’t know her perfectly.

In like manner, the last has not explored her.
29For her thoughts are filled from the sea,

and her counsels from the great deep.

30 I came out as a canal stream from a river,
and as an irrigation ditch into a garden.

31 I said, “I will water my garden,
and will drenchmy garden bed.”

Behold, my stream became a river,
andmy river became a sea.

32 I will yet bring instruction to light as themorning,
and will make these things clear from far away.

33 I will continue to pour out teaching like prophecy,
and leave it to all generations.

34 See that I have not labored for myself only,
but for all those who diligently seek wisdom.

25
1 I enjoy three things,

and they are beautiful before the Lord andmen:
the agreement of kindred,
the friendship of neighbors,
and a woman and her husbandwhowalk together in agreement.

2But my soul hates three sorts of people,
and I am greatly offended at their life:

† 24:18 Verse 18 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 24:24 Verse 24 is omitted by the best
authorities.
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a poormanwho is arrogant,
a richmanwho is a liar,
and an old fool who is an adulterer.

3 If you gathered nothing in your youth,
how could you find anything in your old age?

4How beautiful a thing is judgment in the gray-haired,
and for elders to know good counsel!

5How beautiful is the wisdom of old men,
and understanding and counsel to menwho are in honor!

6Much experience is the crown of the aged.
Their glory is the fear of the Lord.

7Therearenine things that Ihave thoughtof, and inmyheart countedhappy,
and the tenth I will utter withmy tongue:
a manwho has joy with his children,
and amanwho lives and sees the fall of his enemies.

8Happy is he who dwells with a wife of understanding,
he who has not slipped with his tongue,
and he who has not served amanwho is unworthy of him.

9Happy is he who has found prudence,
and he who speaks in the ears of those who listen.

10How great is he who has foundwisdom!
Yet is there none above himwho fears the Lord.

11The fear of the Lord surpasses all things.
To whom shall he who holds it be likened?
12 *

13Anywound but a wound of the heart!
Any wickedness but the wickedness of a woman!

14Any calamity but a calamity from those who hate me!
Any vengeance but the vengeance of enemies!

15There is no venomworse than a snake’s venom.
There is no wrath worse than an enemy’s wrath.

16 I would rather dwell with a lion and a dragon
than keep house with a wicked woman.

17The wickedness of a woman changes her appearance,
and darkens her countenance like that of a bear.

18Her husbandwill sit among his neighbors,
and when he hears it, he sighs bitterly.

19All malice is small compared to themalice of a woman.
Let the portion of a sinner fall on her.

20As walking up a sandy hill is to the feet of the aged,
so is a wife full of words to a quiet man.

21Don’t be ensnared by a woman’s beauty.
Don’t desire a woman for her beauty.

22There is anger, impudence, and great reproach
if a woman supports her husband.

23Awicked woman is abasement of heart,
* 25:12 Verse 12 is omitted by the best authorities.
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sadness of countenance, and a wounded heart.
A womanwhowon’t make her husband happy

is like hands that hang down, and weak knees.
24The beginning of sin came from awoman.

Because of her, we all die.
25Don’t give water an outlet,

and don’t give a wicked woman freedom of speech.
26 If she doesn’t go as you direct,

cut her away from your flesh.†

26
1Happy is the husband of a good wife.

The number of his days will be doubled.
2A faithful wife gives joy to her husband.

He will fulfill his years in peace.
3A good wife is a great gift.

She will be given to those who fear the Lord.
4Whether aman is rich or poor,

a good heart makes a cheerful face at all times.
5Of three things my heart was afraid,

and concerning the fourth* kind I made supplication:
The slander of a city, the assembly of a mob, and a false accusation.
All these are more grievous than death.

6A grief of heart and sorrow is a womanwho is jealous of another woman.
Her tongue-lashingmakes it known to all.

7Awicked woman is like a chafing yoke.
He who takes hold of her is like one who grasps a scorpion.

8A drunkenwoman causes great wrath.
She will not cover her own shame.

9The fornication of a woman is in the lifting up of her eyes;
it will be known by her eyelids.

10Keep strict watch on a headstrong daughter,
lest she find liberty for herself, and use it.

11Watch out for an impudent eye,
and don’t be surprised if it sins against you.

12 She will open her mouth like a thirsty traveller,
and drink from every water that is near.

She will sit down at every post,
and open her quiver to any arrow.

13The grace of a wife will delight her husband.
Her knowledge will strengthen† his bones.

14A silent woman is a gift of the Lord.
There is nothing worth somuch as a well-instructed soul.

15Amodest woman is grace upon grace.
There are no scales that can weigh the value of a self-controlled soul.

† 25:26 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. * 26:5 Gr. countenance.
† 26:13 or, fatten
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16As the sun when it arises in the highest places of the Lord,
so is the beauty of a good wife in her well-organized home.

17As the lamp that shines upon the holy lampstand,
so is the beauty of the face on a well-proportioned body.

18As the golden pillars are upon a base of silver,
so are beautiful feet with the breasts of one who is steadfast.
19-27 ‡

28For two things my heart is grieved,
and for the third anger comes uponme:
a warrior who suffers for poverty,
men of understanding who are counted as garbage,
and one who turns back from righteousness to sin—
the Lord will prepare him for the sword!

29 It is difficult for a merchant to keep himself fromwrong doing,
and for a retailer to be acquitted of sin.

27
1Many have sinned for profit.

He who seeks to multiply wealth will turn his eye away.
2As a nail will stick fast between the joinings of stones,

so sin will thrust itself in between buying and selling.
3Unless a person holds on diligently to the fear of the Lord,

his house will be overthrown quickly.

4 In the shaking of a sieve, the refuse remains,
so does the filth of man in his thoughts.

5The furnace tests the potter’s vessels;
so the test of a person is in his thoughts.

6The fruit of a tree discloses its cultivation,
so is the utterance of the thought of a person’s heart.

7Praise noman before you hear his thoughts,
for this is how people are tested.

8 If you follow righteousness, you will obtain it,
and put it on like a long robe of glory.
9Birds will return to their own kind,

so truth will return to those who practice it.
10The lion lies in wait for prey.

So does sin for those who do evil.
11The discourse of a godly man is always wise,

but the fool changes like themoon.
12Limit your time among people void of understanding,

but persevere among the thoughtful.
13The talk of fools is offensive.

Their laughter is wantonly sinful.
14Their talk withmuch swearingmakes hair stand upright.
‡ 26:19-27 Verses 19-27 are omitted by the best authorities.
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Their strife makes others plug their ears.
15The strife of the proud leads to bloodshed.

Their abuse of each other is a grievous thing to hear.

16Hewho reveals secrets destroys trust,
and will not find a close friend.

17Love a friend, and keep faith with him;
but if you reveal his secrets,
you shall not follow him;

18 for as aman has destroyed his enemy,
so you have destroyed the friendship of your neighbor.

19As a bird which you have released out of your hand,
so you have let your neighbor go, and you will not catch him again.

20Don’t pursue him, for he has gone far away,
and has escaped like a gazelle out of the snare.

21 For a wound may be bound up, and after abuse there may be reconcilia-
tion;

but he who reveals secrets is without hope.

22Onewhowinks the eye contrives evil things;
and those who know himwill keep their distance.

23When you are present, he will speak sweetly,
and will admire your words;
but afterward he will twist his speech
and set a trap in your words.

24 I have hatedmany things, but nothing like him.
The Lord will hate him.

25Onewho casts a stone straight up casts it on his own head.
A deceitful blow opens wounds.

26Hewho digs a pit will fall into it.
He who sets a snare will be caught in it.

27Hewho does evil things, they will roll back upon him,
and he will not knowwhere they came from.

28Mockery and reproach are from the arrogant.
Vengeance lies in wait for them like a lion.

29Those who rejoice at the fall of the godly will be caught in a snare.
Anguish will consume them before they die.

30Wrath and anger, these also are abominations.
A sinner will possess them.

28
1Hewho takes vengeance will find vengeance from the Lord,

and he will surely make his sins firm.
2Forgive your neighbor the hurt that he has done,

and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray.
3Does anyone harbor anger against another

and expect healing from the Lord?
4Upon aman like himself he has nomercy,

and does hemake supplication for his own sins?
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5He himself, being flesh, nourishes wrath.
Whowill make atonement for his sins?

6Remember your last end, and stop enmity.
Remember corruption and death, and be true to the commandments.

7Remember the commandments, and don’t be angry with your neighbor.
Remember the covenant of the Highest, and overlook ignorance.

8Abstain from strife, and you will diminish your sins,
for a passionate manwill kindle strife.

9Amanwho is a sinner will trouble friends
and sow discord among those who are at peace.

10As is the fuel of the fire, so it will burn;
and as the stoutness of the strife is, so it will burn.

As is the strength of theman, so will be his wrath;
and as is his wealth, so he will exalt his anger.

11A contention begun in haste kindles a fire;
and hasty fighting sheds blood.

12 If you blow on a spark, it will burn;
and if you spit upon it, it will be quenched.
Both of these come out of yourmouth.

13Curse the whisperer and double-tongued,
for he has destroyedmanywhowere at peace.

14A slanderer has shakenmany,
and dispersed them from nation to nation.

It has pulled down strong cities
and overthrown the houses of great men.

15A slanderer has cast out brave women
and deprived them of their labors.

16Hewho listens to it will not find rest,
nor will he live quietly.

17The stroke of a whipmakes amark in the flesh,
but the stroke of a tongue will break bones.

18Many have fallen by the edge of the sword,
yet not so many as those who have fallen because of the tongue.

19Happy is he who is sheltered from it,
who has not passed through its wrath,
who has not drawn its yoke,
and has not been boundwith its bands.

20For its yoke is a yoke of iron,
and its bands are bands of brass.

21 Its death is an evil death,
and Hades is better than it.

22 It will not have rule over godly men.
They will not be burned in its flame.

23Those who forsake the Lord will fall into it.
It will burn among them, and won’t be quenched.

It will be sent against them like a lion.
It will destroy them like a leopard.

24As you hedge your possession about with thorns,



Sirach 28:25 1397 Sirach 29:18

and secure your silver and your gold,
25 so make a balance and a weight for your words,

andmake a door and a bar for yourmouth.
26Take heed lest you slip with it,

lest you fall before one who lies in wait.

29
1Hewho showsmercy will lend to his neighbor.

He who strengthens himwith his hand keeps the commandments.
2Lend to your neighbor in time of his need.

Repay your neighbor on time.
3Confirm your word, and keep faith with him;

and at all seasons you will find what you need.
4Many have considered a loan to be a windfall,

and have given trouble to those who helped them.
5Until he has received, he will kiss a man’s hands.

For his neighbor’s money he will speak submissively.
Then when payment is due, he will prolong the time,

return excuses, and complain about the season.
6 If he prevails, the creditor will hardly receive half;

and he will count it as a windfall.
If not, he has deprived him of his money,

and he has gotten him for an enemywithout cause.
He will pay himwith cursing and railing.

Instead of honor, he will pay him disgrace.
7Many on account of fraud have turned away.

They are afraid of being defrauded for nothing.
8However be patient with aman in poor estate.

Don’t keep himwaiting for your alms.
9Help a poorman for the commandment’s sake.

According to his need don’t send him empty away.
10Lose yourmoney for a brother and a friend.

Don’t let it rust under a stone and be lost.
11Allocate your treasure according to the commandments of the Most High

and it will profit youmore than gold.
12 Store up almsgiving in your store-chambers

and it will deliver you out of all affliction.
13 It will fight for you against your enemy

better than amighty shield and a ponderous spear.

14A goodmanwill be surety for his neighbor.
He who has lost shamewill fail him.

15Don’t forget the kindness of your guarantor,
for he has given his life for you.

16A sinner will waste the property of his guarantor.
17Hewho is thankless will fail himwho delivered him.

18Being surety has undonemanywhowere prospering
and shaken them as a wave of the sea.

It has drivenmighty men from their homes.
They wandered among foreign nations.
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19A sinner who falls into suretiship and undertakes contracts for work
will fall into lawsuits.

20Help your neighbor according to your power,
and be careful not to fall yourself.

21The essentials of life are water, bread,
a garment, and a house for privacy.

22Better is the life of a poor man under a shelter of logs
than sumptuous fare in another man’s house.

23With little or withmuch, be well satisfied.*
24 It is a miserable life to go from house to house.

Where you are a guest, you dare not open yourmouth.
25Youwill entertain, serve drinks, and have no thanks.

In addition to this, you will hear bitter words.
26 “Come here, you sojourner, set a table,

and if you have anything in your hand, feedmewith it.”
27 “Leave, you sojourner, for an honored guest is here.

My brother has come to bemy guest. I needmy house.”
28These things are grievous to aman of understanding:

The scolding about lodging and the insults of creditors.

30
1Hewho loves his son will continue to lay stripes upon him,

that hemay have joy from him in the end.
2Hewho chastises his son will have profit from him,

and will brag about him among his acquaintances.
3Hewho teaches his son will provoke his enemy to jealousy.

Before friends, he will rejoice in him.
4His father dies, and is as though he had not died;

for he has left one behind him like himself.
5 In his life, he saw his son and rejoiced.

When he died, it was without regret.
6He left behind him an avenger against his enemies,

and one to repay kindness to his friends.
7Hewhomakes toomuch of his son will bind up his wounds.

His heart will be troubled at every cry.
8An unbroken horse becomes stubborn.

An unrestrained son becomes headstrong.
9Pamper your child, and he will make you afraid.

Play with him, and he will grieve you.
10Don’t laugh with him, lest you have sorrowwith him,

and you gnash your teeth in the end.
11Give him no liberty in his youth,

and don’t ignore his follies.*
12 †Bow down his neck in his youth,

and beat him on the sides while he is a child,
* 29:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. * 30:11 This line and the
previous two lines are absent from some olderMSS. † 30:12 These three lines are absent from the
oldest MSS.
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lest he become stubborn, and be disobedient to you,
and there be sorrow to your soul.‡

13Chastise your son, and give himwork,
lest his shameless behavior be an offense to you.

14Better is a poor manwho is healthy and fit,
than a richmanwho is afflicted in his body.

15Health and fitness are better than all gold,
and a strong body better than wealth without measure.

16There is no wealth better than health of body.
There is no gladness above the joy of the heart.

17Death is better than a bitter life,
and eternal rest than a continual sickness.

18Good things poured out upon amouth that is closed
are like food offerings laid upon a grave.

19What does an offering profit an idol?
For it can’t eat or smell.

So is he who is punished by the Lord,
20 seeing with his eyes and groaning,
like a eunuch embracing a virgin and groaning.

21Don’t give your soul to sorrow.
Don’t afflict yourself deliberately.

22Gladness of heart is the life of a man.
Cheerfulness of a man lengthens his days.

23Love your own soul, and comfort your heart.
Remove sorrow far from you,
for sorrow has destroyedmany,
and there is no profit in it.

24Envy andwrath shorten life.
Anxiety brings old age before its time.

25Those who are cheerful andmerry
will benefit from their food.

31
1Wakefulness that comes from riches consumes the flesh,

and anxiety about it takes away sleep.
2Wakeful anxiety will crave slumber.

In a severe disease, sleep will be broken.

3A richman toils in gatheringmoney together.
When he rests, he is filled with his good things.

4A poorman toils in lack of substance.
When he rests, he becomes needy.

5Hewho loves gold won’t be justified.
He who follows destruction will himself have his fill of it.

6Many have been given over to ruin for the sake of gold.
Their destructionmeets them face to face.

7 It is a stumbling block to those who sacrifice to it.
‡ 30:12 These three lines are absent from the oldest MSS.
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Every fool will be taken by it.
8Blessed is the rich person who is found blameless,

and who doesn’t go after gold.
9Who is he, that wemay call him blessed?

For he has done wonderful things among his people.
10Who has been tried by it, and found perfect?

Then let him boast.
Who has had the power to transgress, and has not transgressed?

And to do evil, and has not done it?
11His prosperity will be made sure.

The congregation will proclaim his alms.

12Do you sit at a great table? Don’t be greedy there.
Don’t say, “There is a lot of food on it!”

13Remember that a greedy eye is a wicked thing.
What has been createdmore greedy than an eye?
Therefore it sheds tears from every face.

14Don’t stretch your handwherever it looks.
Don’t thrust yourself with it into the dish.

15Consider your neighbor’s feelings by your own.
Be discreet in every point.

16Eat like a human being those things which are set before you.
Don’t eat greedily, lest you be hated.

17Be first to stop for manners’ sake.
Don’t be insatiable, lest you offend.

18And if you sit amongmany,
Don’t reach out your hand before them.

19How sufficient to a well-manneredman is a very little.
He doesn’t breathe heavily in his bed.

20Healthy sleep comes frommoderate eating.
He rises early, and his wits are with him.

The pain of wakefulness, colic,
and griping are with an insatiable man.

21And if you have been forced to eat,
rise up in themiddle of it, and you shall have rest.

22Hearme, my son, and don’t despise me,
and in the end youwill appreciate mywords.

In all your works be skillful,
and no disease will come to you.

23People bless himwho is liberal with his food.
The testimony of his excellence will be believed.

24The city will murmur at himwho is a stingy with his food.
The testimony of his stinginess will be accurate.

25Don’t show yourself valiant in wine,
for wine has destroyedmany.

26The furnace tests the temper of steel by dipping;
so does wine test hearts in the quarreling of the proud.

27Wine is as good as life to men,
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if you drink it in moderation.
What life is there to amanwho is without wine?

It has been created to makemen glad.
28Wine drunk in season and inmoderation

is joy of heart and gladness of soul:
29Wine drunk excessively is bitterness of soul,

with provocation and conflict.
30Drunkenness increases the rage of a fool to his hurt.

It diminishes strength and adds wounds.

31Don’t rebuke your neighbor at a banquet of wine.
Don’t despise him in his mirth.

Don’t speak a word of reproach to him.
Don’t distress him bymaking demands of him.

32
1Have theymade you ruler of a feast?

Don’t be lifted up.
Be among them as one of them.
Take care of them first, and then sit down.

2Andwhen you have done all your duties, take your place,
that youmay be gladdened on their account,
and receive a wreath for your good service.

3 Speak, you who are older, for it’s your right, but with sound knowledge;
and don’t interrupt themusic.

4Don’t pour out talk where there is a performance of music.
Don’t display your wisdom at the wrong time.

5As a ruby signet in a setting of gold,
so is a music concert at a wine banquet.

6As an emerald signet in a work of gold,
so is musical melody with pleasant wine.

7 Speak, youngman, if you are obliged to,
but nomore than twice, and only if asked.

8 Sum up your speech, many things in fewwords.
Be as one who knows and yet holds his tongue.

9When among great men, don’t behave as their equal.
When another is speaking, don’t babble.

10Lightning speeds before thunder.
Approval goes before one who is modest.

11Rise up in good time, and don’t be last.
Go home quickly and don’t loiter

12Amuse yourself there and do what is in your heart.
Don’t sin by proud speech.

13For these things bless yourMaker,
who gives you to drink freely of his good things.

14Hewho fears the Lord will receive discipline.
Those who seek him early will find favor.
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15Hewho seeks the law shall be filled with it,
but the hypocrite will stumble at it.

16Those who fear the Lord will find true judgment,
and will kindle righteous acts like a light.

17A sinful man shuns reproof,
and will find a judgment according to his will.

18A sensible person won’t neglect a thought.
An insolent and proudmanwon’t crouch in fear,
even after he has done a thing by himself without counsel.

19Do nothing without counsel,
but when you have acted, don’t regret it.

20Don’t go in a way of conflict.
Don’t stumble in stony places.

21Don’t be overconfident on a smooth road.
22Beware of your own children.

23 In every work guard your own soul,
for this is the keeping of the commandments.

24Hewho believes the law gives heed to the commandment.
He who trusts in the Lord will suffer no loss.

33
1No evil will happen to himwho fears the Lord,

but in trials once and again he will deliver him.
2Awise manwill not hate the law,

but he who is a hypocrite about it is like a boat in a storm.
3Aman of understanding will put his trust in the law.

And the law is faithful to him, as when one asks a divine oracle.
4Prepare your speech, and so you will be heard.

Bind up instruction, andmake your answer.
5The heart of a fool is like a cartwheel.

His thoughts are like a rolling axle.
6A stallion horse is like amocking friend.

He neighs under every one who sits upon him.

7Why does one day excel another,
when all the light of every day in the year is from the sun?

8They were distinguished by the Lord’s knowledge,
and he varied seasons and feasts.

9 Some of them he exalted and hallowed,
and some of them he has made ordinary days.

10And all men are from the ground.
Adamwas created from dust.

11 In the abundance of his knowledge the Lord distinguished them,
andmade their ways different.

12 Some of them he blessed and exalted,
and some of them hemade holy and brought near to himself.

Some of them he cursed and brought low,
and overthrew them from their place.
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13As the clay of the potter in his hand,
all his ways are according to his good pleasure,

so men are in the hand of himwhomade them,
to render to them according to his judgment.

14Good is the opposite of evil,
and life is the opposite of death;
so* the sinner is the opposite of the godly.

15Look upon all the works of the Most High like this,
they come in pairs, one against another.

16 I was the last on watch,
like one who gleans after the grape gatherers.

17By the Lord’s blessing I arrived before them,
and filledmywinepress like one who gathers grapes.

18Consider that I labored not for myself alone,
but for all those who seek instruction.

19Hearme, you great men of the people,
and listen with your ears, you rulers of the congregation.

20To son andwife, to brother and friend,
don’t give power over yourself while you live,
and don’t give your goods to another,
lest you regret it andmust ask for them.

21While you still live and breath is in you,
don’t give yourself over to anybody.

22For it is better that your children should ask from you
than that you should look to the hand of your children.

23Excel in all your works.
Don’t bring a stain on your honor.

24 In the day that you end the days of your life,
in the time of death, distribute your inheritance.

25Fodder, a stick, and burdens are for a donkey.
Bread, discipline, and work are for a servant.

26 Set your slave to work, and youwill find rest.
Leave his hands idle, and he will seek liberty.

27Yoke andwhip will bow the neck.
For an evil slave there are racks and tortures.

28 Send him to labor, that he not be idle,
for idleness teaches muchmischief.

29 Set him to work, as is fit for him.
If he doesn’t obey, make his fetters heavy.

30Don’t be excessive toward any.
Do nothing unjust.

31 If you have a slave, treat him like yourself,
because you have bought himwith blood.

32 If you have a slave, treat him like yourself.
For like your own soul, you will need him.

* 33:14 A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.
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If you treat him ill, and he departs and runs away,
33which way will you go to seek him?

34
1Vain and false hopes are for aman void of understanding.

Dreams give wings to fools.
2As one who grasps at a shadow and follows after the wind,

so is he who sets his mind on dreams.
3The vision of dreams is a reflection,

the likeness of a face near a face.
4From an unclean thing what can be cleansed?

From that which is false what can be true?
5Divinations, and soothsayings, and dreams, are vain.

The heart has fantasies like a woman in labor.
6 If they are not sent in a visitation from theMost High,

don’t give your heart to them.
7For dreams have ledmany astray.

They have failed by putting their hope in them.
8Without lying the lawwill be fulfilled.

Wisdom is complete in a faithful mouth.

9Awell-instructedman knowsmany things.
He who hasmuch experience will declare understanding.

10Hewho has no experience knows few things.
But he who has traveled increases cleverness.

11 I have seenmany things inmy travels.
My understanding is more thanmywords.

12 I was often in danger even to death.
I was preserved because of these experiences.

13The spirit of those who fear the Lord will live,
for their hope is in himwho saves them.

14Whoever fears the Lord won’t be afraid, and won’t be a coward,
for he is his hope.

15Blessed is the soul of himwho fears the Lord.
To whom does he give heed? Who is his support?

16The eyes of the Lord are on those who love him,
a mighty protection and strong support,
a cover from the hot blast, a shade from the noonday sun,
a guard from stumbling, and a help from falling.

17He raises up the soul, and enlightens the eyes.
He gives health, life, and blessing.

18 He who sacrifices a thing wrongfully gotten, his offering is made in
mockery.

Themockeries of wickedmen are not acceptable.
19TheMost High has no pleasure in the offerings of the ungodly,

Neither is he pacified for sins by themultitude of sacrifices.
20Like one who kills a son before his father’s eyes

is he who brings a sacrifice from the goods of the poor.
21The bread of the needy is the life of the poor.
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Hewho deprives him of it is a man of blood.
22Like one whomurders his neighbor is he who takes away his living.

Like a shedder of blood is he who deprives a hireling of his hire.

23When one builds, and another pulls down,
what profit do they have but toil?

24When one prays, and another curses,
whose voice will the Lord listen to?

25Hewhowashes himself after touching a dead body, and touches it again,
what does he gain by his washing?

26Even so aman fasting for his sins,
and going again, and doing the same,
whowill listen to his prayer?
What profit does he have in his humiliation?

35
1Hewho keeps the lawmultiplies offerings.

He who heeds the commandments sacrifices a peace offering.
2Hewho returns a kindness offers fine flour.

He who gives alms sacrifices a thank offering.
3To depart fromwickedness pleases the Lord.

To depart from unrighteousness is an atoning sacrifice.
4 See that you don’t appear in the presence of the Lord empty.

5For all these things are done because of the commandment.
6The offering of the righteous enriches the altar.

The sweet fragrance of it is before theMost High.
7The sacrifice of a righteous man is acceptable.

It won’t be forgotten.
8Glorify the Lord with generosity.

Don’t reduce the first fruits of your hands.
9 In every gift show a cheerful countenance,
And dedicate your tithe with gladness.
10Give to theMost High according as he has given.

As your hand has found, give generously.
11For the Lord repays,

and he will repay you sevenfold.

12Don’t plan to bribe himwith gifts, for he will not receive them.
Don’t set yourmind on an unrighteous sacrifice,
For the Lord is the judge,
and with him is no respect of persons.

13Hewon’t accept any person against a poor man.
He will listen to the prayer of himwho is wronged.

14Hewill in no way despise the supplication of the fatherless
or the widow, when she pours out her tale.

15Don’t the tears of the widow run down her cheek?
Isn’t her cry against himwho has caused them to fall?

16Hewho serves God according to his good pleasure will be accepted.
His supplication will reach to the clouds.
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17The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds.
until it comes near, he will not be comforted.

He won’t depart until the Most High visits
and he judges righteously and executes judgment.

18And the Lord will not be slack, neither will he be patient toward them,
until he has crushed the loins of the unmerciful.

He will repay vengeance to the heathen
until he has taken away themultitude of the arrogant
and broken in pieces the sceptres of the unrighteous,
19until he has rendered to everyman according to his deeds,
and repaid the works of men according to their plans,
until he has judged the cause of his people,
and he will make them rejoice in his mercy.

20Mercy is as welcome in the time of his affliction,
as clouds of rain in the time of drought.

36
1Havemercy upon us, O Lord the God of all, and look at us with favor;

2and send your fear upon all the nations.*
3Lift up your hand against the foreign nations

and let them see yourmighty power.
4As you showed your holiness in us before them,

so bemagnified in them before us.
5Let them know you, as we also have known you,

that there is no God but only you, O God.
6 Show new signs, and work various wonders.

Glorify your hand and your right arm.†
7Raise up indignation and pour out wrath.

Take away the adversary and destroy the enemy.
8Hasten the time and remember your oath.

Let them declare yourmighty works.
9Let himwho escapes be devoured by raging fire.

May those who harm your people find destruction.
10Crush the heads of the rulers of the enemies

who say, “There is no one but ourselves.”
11Gather all the tribes of Jacob together,

and‡ take them for your inheritance, as from the beginning.
12O Lord, havemercy upon the people that is called by your name,

and upon Israel, whom you likened to a firstborn.
13Have compassion upon the city of your sanctuary,

Jerusalem, the place of your rest.
14Fill Zion. Exalt your oracles

and fill your people with your glory.
15Give testimony to those whowere your creatures in the beginning,

and fulfill the prophecies that have been spoken in your name.

* 36:2 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 36:6 The remainder of
this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 36:11 The ancient authorities read I took them for
my inheritance: but the Greek text is here very confused.



Sirach 36:16 1407 Sirach 37:9

16Reward those whowait for you,
andmenwill put their trust in your prophets.

17Listen, O Lord, to the prayer of your servants,
according to the blessing of Aaron concerning your people;
and all those who are on the earth will know
that you are the Lord, the§ eternal God.

18The belly will eat any food,
but one food is better than another.

19Themouth tastes meats taken in hunting,
so does an understanding heart detect false speech.

20A contrary heart will cause heaviness.
Aman of experience will pay him back.

21Awomanwill receive anyman,
but one daughter is better than another.

22The beauty of a woman cheers the countenance.
Aman desires nothingmore.

23 If kindness and humility are on her tongue,
her husband is not like other sons of men.

24Hewho gets a wife gets his richest treasure,
a help meet for him and a pillar of support.

25Where no hedge is, the property will be plundered.
He who has no wife will mourn as he wanders.

26For whowould trust a nimble robber who skips from city to city?
Even so, who would trust a man who has no nest, and lodges wherever
he finds himself at nightfall?

37
1Every friend will say, “I also am his friend”;

but there is a friend which is only a friend in name.
2 Isn’t there a grief in it even to death

when a companion and friend is turned into an enemy?
3Owicked imagination, whywere you formed

to cover the dry land with deceit?
4There is a companion who rejoices in the gladness of a friend,

but in time of affliction will be against him.
5There is a companion who for the belly’s sake labors with his friend,

yet in the face of battle will carry his buckler.
6Don’t forget a friend in your soul.

Don’t be unmindful of him in your riches.
7Every counselor extols counsel,

but some give counsel in their own interest.
8Let your soul beware of a counselor,

and know in advance what is his interest
(for he will take counsel for himself),
lest he cast the lot against you,
9and say to you, “Your way is good.”
Then he will stand near you, to see what will happen to you.

§ 36:17 Gr. God of the ages.
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10Don’t take counsel with one who looks askance at you.
Hide your counsel from those who are jealous of you.

11Don’t consult with a woman about her rival,
with a coward about war,
with amerchant about business,
with a buyer about selling,
with an envious man about thankfulness,
with an unmerciful man about kindliness,
with a sluggard about any kind of work,
with a hireling in your house about finishing his work,
or with an idle servant about much business.
Pay no attention to these in anymatter of counsel.

12But rather be continually with a godly man,
whom you know to be a keeper of the commandments,
who in his soul is as your own soul,
and whowill grieve with you, if you fail.

13Make the counsel of your heart stand,
for there is no onemore faithful to you than it.

14For aman’s soul is sometimes inclined to inform him
better than seven watchmenwho sit on high on a watch-tower.

15Above all this ask theMost High
that hemay direct your way in truth.

16Let reason be the beginning of every work.
Let counsel go before every action.

17As a token of the changing of the heart,
18 four kinds of things rise up:
good and evil, life and death.
That which rules over them continually is the tongue.

19There is one who is clever and the instructor of many,
and yet is unprofitable to his own soul.

20There is one who is subtle in words, and is hated.
He will be destitute of all food.

21For grace was not given to him from the Lord,
because he is deprived of all wisdom.

22There is one who is wise to his own soul;
and the fruits of his understanding are trustworthy in themouth.

23Awise manwill instruct his own people.
The fruits of his understanding are trustworthy.

24Awise manwill be filled with blessing.
All those who see himwill call him happy.

25The life of a man is counted by days.
The days of Israel are innumerable.

26The wise manwill inherit confidence among his people.
His namewill live forever.

27My son, test your soul in your life.
See what is evil for it, and don’t give in to it.

28For not all things are profitable for all men.
Not every soul has pleasure in everything.

29Don’t be insatiable in any luxury.
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Don’t be greedy in the things that you eat.
30For overeating brings disease,

and gluttony causes nausea.
31Because of gluttony, many have perished,

but he who takes heed shall prolong his life.

38
1Honor a physician according to your need with the honors due to him,

for truly the Lord has created him.
2For healing comes from theMost High,

and he shall receive a gift from the king.
3The skill of the physician will lift up his head.

He will be admired in the sight of great men.
4The Lord createdmedicines out of the earth.

A prudent manwill not despise them.
5Wasn’t water made sweet with wood,

that its powermight be known?
6He gavemen skill

that hemight be glorified in his marvelous works.
7With them he heals

and takes away pain.
8With these, the pharmacist makes amixture.

God’s works won’t be brought to an end.
From him, peace is upon the face of the earth.

9My son, in your sickness don’t be negligent,
but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you.

10Put away wrong doing, and direct your hands in righteousness.
Cleanse your heart from all sin.

11Give a sweet savor and amemorial of fine flour,
and pour oil on your offering, according to yourmeans.

12Then give place to the physician, for truly the Lord has created him.
Don’t let him leave you, for you need him.

13There is a time when in recovery is in their hands.
14For they also shall ask the Lord
to prosper them in diagnosis and in healing for themaintenance of life.

15Hewho sins before his Maker,
let him fall into the hands of the physician.

16My son, let your tears fall over the dead,
and as one who suffers grievously, begin lamentation.
Wind up his body with due honor.
Don’t neglect his burial.

17Make bitter weeping andmake passionate wailing.
Let yourmourning be according to his merit,
for one day or two, lest you be spoken evil of;
and so be comforted for your sorrow.

18For from sorrow comes death.
Sorrow of heart saps one’s strength.

19 In calamity, sorrow also remains.
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A poorman’s life is grievous to the heart.
20Don’t give your heart to sorrow.

Put it away, remembering the end.
21Don’t forget it, for there is no returning again.

You do him no good, and youwould harm yourself.
22Remember his end, for so also will yours be:

yesterday for me, and today for you.
23When the dead is at rest, let his remembrance rest.

Be comforted for himwhen his spirit departs from him.

24The wisdom of the scribe comes by the opportunity of leisure.
He who has little business can becomewise.

25How could he becomewise who holds the plow,
who glories in the shaft of the goad,
who drives oxen and is occupied in their labors,
and whomostly talks about bulls?

26Hewill set his heart upon turning his furrows.
His lack of sleep is to give his heifers their fodder.

27 So is every craftsman andmaster artisan
who passes his time by night as by day,
those who cut engravings of signets.

His diligence is to make great variety.
He sets his heart to preserve likeness in his portraiture,
and is careful to finish his work.

28 So too is the smith sitting by the anvil
and considering the unwrought iron.

The smoke of the fire will waste his flesh.
He toils in the heat of the furnace.

The noise of the hammer deafens his ear.
His eyes are upon the pattern of the object.

He will set his heart upon perfecting his works.
He will be careful to adorn them perfectly.

29 So is the potter sitting at his work
and turning the wheel aroundwith his feet,
who is always anxiously set at his work.
He produces his handiwork in quantity.

30Hewill fashion the clay with his arm
andwill bend its strength in front of his feet.

He will apply his heart to finish the glazing.
He will be careful to clean the kiln.

31All these put their trust in their hands.
Each becomes skillful in his ownwork.

32Without these no city would be inhabited.
Menwouldn’t reside as foreigners or walk up and down there.

33They won’t be sought for in the council of the people.
They won’t mount on high in the assembly.
They won’t sit on the seat of the judge.
They won’t understand the covenant of judgment.
Neither will they declare instruction and judgment.
They won’t be foundwhere parables are.
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34But they will maintain the fabric of the age.
Their prayer is in the handiwork of their craft.

39
1Not so he who has applied his soul

andmeditates in the law of theMost High.
He will seek out the wisdom of all the ancients

and will be occupied with prophecies.
2Hewill keep the sayings of themen of renown

andwill enter in amidst the subtleties of parables.
3Hewill seek out the hiddenmeaning of proverbs

and be conversant in the dark sayings of parables.
4Hewill serve among great men

and appear before himwho rules.
He will travel through the land of foreign nations,

for he has learned what is good and evil amongmen.
5Hewill apply his heart to return early to the Lord whomade him,

and will make supplication before theMost High,
and will open his mouth in prayer,
and will ask for pardon for his sins.

6 If the great Lord wills,
he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
he will pour forth the words of his wisdom
and in prayer give thanks to the Lord.

7Hewill direct his counsel and knowledge,
and he will meditate in his secrets.

8Hewill show the instruction which he has been taught
and will glory in the law of the covenant of the Lord.

9Manywill commend his understanding.
So long as the world endures, it won’t be blotted out.

His memory won’t depart.
His namewill live from generation to generation.

10Nations will declare his wisdom.
The congregation will proclaim his praise.

11 If he continues, he will leave a greater name than a thousand.
If he finally rests, it is enough for him.

12Yet more I will utter, which I have thought about.
I am filled like the full moon.

13Listen to me, you holy children,
and bud forth like a rose growing by a brook of water.

14Give a sweet fragrance like frankincense.
Put forth flowers like a lily.
Scatter a sweet smell and sing a song of praise.
Bless the Lord for all his works!

15Magnify his name
and give utterance to his praise
with the songs on your lips and with harps!

Say this when you utter his praise:
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16All the works of the Lord are exceedingly good,
and every commandwill be done in its time.

17No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is that?”
for at the proper time they will all be sought out.

At his word, the waters stood as a heap,
as did the reservoirs of water at the word of his mouth.

18At his command all his good pleasure is fulfilled.
There is no one who can hinder his salvation.

19The works of all flesh are before him.
It’s impossible to be hidden from his eyes.

20He sees from everlasting to everlasting.
There is nothing too wonderful for him.

21No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is that?”
for all things are created for their own uses.

22His blessing covered the dry land as a river
and saturated it as a flood.

23As he has made the waters salty,
so the heathen will inherit his wrath.

24His ways are plain to the holy.
They are stumbling blocks to the wicked.

25Good things are created from the beginning for the good.
So are evil things for sinners.

26Themain things necessary for the life of man
are water, fire, iron, salt,
wheat flour, and honey, milk,
the blood of the grape, oil, and clothing.

27All these things are for good to the godly,
but for sinners, they will be turned into evils.

28There are winds that are created for vengeance,
and in their fury they lay on their scourges heavily.

In the time of reckoning, they pour out their strength,
and will appease the wrath of himwhomade them.

29Fire, hail, famine, and death—
all these are created for vengeance—
30wild beasts’ teeth, scorpions, adders,
and a sword punishing the ungodly to destruction.

31They will rejoice in his commandment,
and will be made ready upon earth when needed.
In their seasons, they won’t disobey his command.

32Therefore from the beginning I was convinced,
and I thought it through and left it in writing:

33All the works of the Lord are good.
He will supply every need in its time.

34No one can say, “This is worse than that,”
for they will all be well approved in their time.

35Nowwith all your hearts and voices, sing praises
and bless the Lord’s name!
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40
1Great travail is created for everyman.

A heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam,
from the day of their coming forth from their mother’s womb,
until the day for their burial in themother of all things.

2The expectation of things to come, and the day of death,
trouble their thoughts, and cause fear in their hearts.

3From himwho sits on a throne of glory,
even to himwho is humbled in earth and ashes,

4 from himwhowears purple and a crown,
even to himwho is clothed in burlap,

5 there is wrath, jealousy, trouble, unrest,
fear of death, anger, and strife.

In the time of rest upon his bed,
his night sleep changes his knowledge.

6He gets little or no rest,
and afterward in his sleep, as in a day of keeping watch,
he is troubled in the vision of his heart,
as one who has escaped from the front of battle.

7 In the very time of his deliverance, he awakens,
andmarvels that the fear is nothing.

8To all creatures, human and animal,
and upon sinners sevenfold more,
9 come death, bloodshed, strife, sword,
calamities, famine, suffering, and plague.

10All these things were created for the wicked,
and because of them the flood came.

11All things that are of the earth turn to the earth again.
All things that are of the waters return into the sea.

12All bribery and injustice will be blotted out.
Good faith will stand forever.

13The goods of the unjust will be dried up like a river,
and like a great thunder in rain will go off in noise.

14 In opening his hands, a manwill be made glad;
so lawbreakers will utterly fail.

15The children of the ungodly won’t growmany branches,
and are as unhealthy roots on a sheer rock.

16The reeds by every water or river bank
will be plucked up before all grass.

17Kindness is like a garden of blessings.
Almsgiving endures forever.

18The life of one who labors and is content will be made sweet.
He who finds a treasure is better than both.

19Children and the building of a city establish a name.
A blameless wife is better than both.

20Wine andmusic rejoice the heart.
The love of wisdom is better than both.

21The pipe and the lute make pleasant melody.
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A pleasant tongue is better than both.
22Your eye desires grace and beauty,

but the green shoots of grainmore than both.
23A friend and a companion is always welcome,

and a wife with her husband is better than both.
24Relatives and helpers are for a time of affliction,

but almsgiving rescues better than both.
25Gold and silver will make the foot stand sure,

and counsel is esteemed better than both.
26Riches and strength will lift up the heart.

The fear of the Lord is better than both.
There is nothing lacking in the fear of the Lord.

In it, there is no need to seek help.
27The fear of the Lord is like a garden of blessing

and covers a manmore than any glory.

28My son, don’t lead a beggar’s life.
It is better to die than to beg.

29Amanwho looks to the table of another,
his life is not to be considered a life.

He will pollute his soul with another person’s food,
but a wise and well-instructed person will beware of that.

30Begging will be sweet in themouth of the shameless,
but it kindles a fire in his belly.

41
1O death, how bitter is the memory of you to a man who is at peace in his

possessions,
to the man who has nothing to distract him and has prosperity in all
things,

and who still has strength to enjoy food!
2O death, your sentence is acceptable to a man who is needy and who fails

in strength,
who is in extreme old age, is distracted about all things,
is perverse, and has lost patience!

3Don’t be afraid of the sentence of death.
Remember those who have been before you andwho come after.

This is the sentence from the Lord over all flesh.
4Andwhy do you refuse when it is the good pleasure of the Most High?

Whether life lasts ten, or a hundred, or a thousand years,
there is no inquiry about life in Hades.*

5The children of sinners are abominable children
and they frequent the dwellings of the ungodly.

6The inheritance of sinners’ children will perish
and with their posterity will be a perpetual disgrace.

7Children will complain of an ungodly father,
because they suffer disgrace because of him.

8Woe to you, ungodly men,

* 41:4 or, the place of the dead or, Sheol



Sirach 41:9 1415 Sirach 42:2

who have forsaken the law of theMost High God!†
9 If you are born, you will be born to a curse.

If you die, a curse will be your portion.
10All things that are of the earth will go back to the earth;

so the ungodly will go from a curse to perdition.

11Themourning of men is about their bodies;
but the evil name of sinners will be blotted out.

12Have regard for your name,
for it continueswith you longer than a thousand great treasures of gold.

13A good life has its number of days,
but a good name continues forever.

14My children, follow instruction in peace.
But wisdom that is hidden and a treasure that is not seen,
what benefit is in them both?

15Better is a manwho hides his foolishness
than amanwho hides his wisdom.

16Therefore show respect for mywords;
for it is not good to retain every kind of shame.
Not everything is approved by all in good faith.

17Be ashamed of sexual immorality before father andmother,
of a lie before a prince and amighty man,
18of an offense before a judge and ruler,
of iniquity before the congregation and the people,
of unjust dealing before a partner and friend,
19and of theft in the place where you sojourn.

Be ashamed in regard of the truth of God and his covenant,
of leaning on your elbow at dinner,
of contemptuous behavior in thematter of giving and taking,
20of silence before those who greet you,
of looking at a womanwho is a prostitute,
21of turning away your face from a kinsman,
of taking away a portion or a gift,
of gazing at a womanwho has a husband,
22of meddling with his maid—and don’t come near her bed,
of abusive speech to friends—and after you have given, don’t insult,
23of repeating and speaking what you have heard,
and of revealing of secrets.

24 So you will be ashamed of the right things
and find favor in the sight of everyman.

42
1Don’t be ashamed of these things,

and don’t sin to save face:
2of the law of theMost High and his covenant,
of judgment to do justice to the ungodly,

† 41:8 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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3of reckoning with a partner and with travellers,
of a gift from the inheritance of friends,
4of exactness of scales and weights,
of getting much or little,
5of bargaining dealing withmerchants,
of frequent correction of children,
and of making the back of an evil slave to bleed.

6A seal is good where an evil wife is.
Where there are many hands, lock things up.

7Whatever you hand over, let it be by number and weight.
In giving and receiving, let all be in writing.

8Don’t be ashamed to instruct the unwise and foolish,
and one of extreme old age who contends with those who are young.

So you will be well instructed indeed
and approved in the sight of every livingman.

9A daughter is a secret cause of wakefulness to a father.
Care for her takes away sleep—
in her youth, lest she pass the flower of her age;
when she is married, lest she should be hated;
10 in her virginity, lest she should be defiled and be with child in her
father’s house;

when she has a husband, lest she should transgress;
and when she is married, lest she should be barren.

11Keep a strict watch over a headstrong daughter,
lest shemake you a laughingstock to your enemies,
a byword in the city and notorious among the people,
and shame you in public.

12Don’t gaze at every beautiful body.
Don’t sit in themidst of women.

13For from garments comes amoth,
and from awoman comes a woman’s wickedness.

14Better is the wickedness of a man than a pleasant woman,
a womanwho puts you to shame and disgrace.

15 I will makemention now of the works of the Lord,
and will declare the things that I have seen.
The Lord’s works are in his words.

16The sun that gives light looks at all things.
The Lord’s work is full of his glory.

17 The Lord has not given power to the saints to declare all his marvelous
works,

which the Almighty Lord firmly settled,
that the universe might be established in his glory.

18He searches out the deep and the heart.
He has understanding of their secrets.

For theMost High knows all knowledge.
He sees the signs of the world.

19He declares the things that are past and the things that shall be,
and reveals the traces of hidden things.

20No thought escapes him.
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There is not a word hidden from him.
21He has ordered themighty works of his wisdom.

He is from everlasting to everlasting.
Nothing has been added to them, nor diminished from them.

He had no need of any counselor.
22How desirable are all his works!

Onemay see this even in a spark.
23All these things live and remain forever in all manner of uses.

They are all obedient.
24All things are in pairs, one opposite the other.

He has made nothing imperfect.
25One thing establishes the good things of another.

Who could ever see enough of his glory?

43
1The pride of the heavenly heights is the clear sky,

the appearance of heaven, in the spectacle of its glory.
2The sun, when it appears, bringing tidings as it rises,

is a marvelous instrument, the work of the Most High.
3At noon, it dries up the land.

Who can stand against its burning heat?
4Aman tending a furnace is in burning heat,

but the sun three timesmore, burning up themountains,
breathing out fiery vapors,
and sending out bright beams, it blinds the eyes.

5Great is the Lord whomade it.
At his word, he hastens on its course.

6Themoonmarks the changing seasons,
declares times, and is a sign for the world.

7From themoon is the sign of feast days,
a light that wanes when it completes its course.

8Themonth is called after its name,
increasing wonderfully in its changing—
an instrument of the army on high,
shining in the structure of heaven,
9 the beauty of heaven, the glory of the stars,
an ornament giving light in the highest places of the Lord.

10At the word of the Holy One, they will stand in due order.
They won’t faint in their watches.

11Look at the rainbow, and praise himwhomade it.
It is exceedingly beautiful in its brightness.

12 It encircles the sky with its glorious circle.
The hands of the Most High have stretched it out.

13By his commandment, he makes the snow fall
and swiftly sends the lightnings of his judgment.

14Therefore the storehouses are opened,
and clouds fly out like birds.
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15By his mighty power, hemakes the clouds strong
and the hailstones are broken in pieces.

16At his appearing, the mountains will be shaken.
At his will, the south wind will blow.

17The voice of his thunder rebukes the earth.
So does the northern storm and the whirlwind.

Like birds flying down, he sprinkles the snow.
It falls down like the lighting of locusts.

18The eye is dazzled at the beauty of its whiteness.
The heart is amazed as it falls.

19He also pours out frost on the earth like salt.
When it is freezes, it has points like thorns.

20The cold north wind blows
and ice freezes on the water.

It settles on every pool of water.
The water puts it on like it was a breastplate.

21 It will devour themountains, burn up the wilderness,
and consume the green grass like fire.

22Amist coming speedily heals all things.
A dew coming after heat brings cheerfulness.

23By his counsel, he has calmed the deep
and planted islands in it.

24Those who sail on the sea tell of its dangers.
Wemarvel whenwe hear it with our ears.

25There are also those strange andwondrous works in it—
variety of all that has life and the huge creatures of the sea.

26Because of him, his messengers succeed.
By his word, all things hold together.

27Wemay saymany things, but couldn’t say enough.
The summary of our words is, “He is everything!”

28How could we have strength to glorify him?
For he is himself the greater than all his works.

29The Lord is awesome and exceedingly great!
His power is marvelous!

30Glorify the Lord and exalt him asmuch as you can!
For even yet, he will surpass that.

When you exalt him, summon your full strength.
Don’t be weary, because you can’t praise him enough.

31Who has seen him, that hemay describe him?
Who canmagnify him as he is?

32Many things greater than these are hidden,
for we have seen just a few of his works.

33For the Lordmade all things.
He gave wisdom to the godly.

44
1Let us now praise famousmen,
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our ancestors in their generations.
2The Lord created great glory in them—

his mighty power from the beginning.
3 Some ruled in their kingdoms

andweremen renowned for their power,
giving counsel by their understanding.

Some have spoken in prophecies,
4 leaders of the people by their counsels,
and by their understanding, giving instruction for the people.
Their words in their instruction were wise.

5 Some composedmusical tunes,
and set forth verses in writing,
6 richmen endowedwith ability,
living peaceably in their homes.

7All these were honored in their generations,
and were outstanding in their days.

8 Some of them have left a name behind them,
so that others declare their praises.

9But of others, there is nomemory.
They perished as though they had not been.
They become as though they had not been born,
they and their children after them.

10But these weremen of mercy,
whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten.

11A good inheritance remains with their offspring.
Their children are within the covenant.

12Their offspring stand fast,
with their children, for their sakes.

13Their offspring will remain forever.
Their glory won’t be blotted out.

14Their bodies were buried in peace.
Their name lives to all generations.

15People will declare their wisdom.
The congregation proclaims their praise.

16Enoch pleased the Lord, and was taken up,
an example of repentance to all generations.

17Noahwas found perfect and righteous.
In the season of wrath, he kept the race alive.

Therefore a remnant was left on the earth
when the flood came.

18Everlasting covenants weremade with him,
that all flesh should nomore be blotted out by a flood.

19Abrahamwas a great father of a multitude of nations.
There was none found like him in glory,
20who kept the law of theMost High,
and was taken into covenant with him.

In his flesh he established the covenant.
When he was tested, he was found faithful.
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21Therefore he assured him by an oath
that the nations would be blessed through his offspring,
that he wouldmultiply him like the dust of the earth,
exalt his offspring like the stars,
and cause them to inherit from sea to sea,
and from the Euphrates River to the utmost parts of the earth.

22 In Isaac also, he established the same assurance for Abraham his father’s
sake,

the blessing of all men, and the covenant.
23Hemade it rest upon the head of Jacob.

He acknowledged him in his blessings,
gave to him by inheritance,
and divided his portions.
He distributed them among twelve tribes.

45
1He brought out of him aman of mercy,

who found favor in the sight of all people,
a man loved by God andmen, evenMoses,
whosememory is blessed.

2Hemade him equal to the glory of the saints,
andmagnified him in the fears of his enemies.

3By his words he caused the wonders to cease.
God glorified him in the sight of kings.

He gave him commandments for his people
and showed him part of his glory.

4He sanctified him in his faithfulness andmeekness.
He chose him out of all people.

5Hemade him to hear his voice,
led him into the thick darkness,
and gave him commandments face to face,
even the law of life and knowledge,
that hemight teach Jacob the covenant,
and Israel his judgments.

6He exalted Aaron, a holy man like Moses,
even his brother, of the tribe of Levi.

7He established an everlasting covenant with him,
and gave him the priesthood of the people.

He blessed himwith stateliness,
and dressed him in a glorious robe.

8He clothed him in perfect splendor,
and strengthened himwith symbols of authority:
the linen trousers, the long robe, and the ephod.

9He encircled himwith pomegranates;
withmany golden bells around him,
to make a sound as he went,
to make a sound that might be heard in the temple,
for a reminder for the children of his people;
10 with a holy garment, with gold, blue, and purple, the work of the
embroiderer;
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with an oracle of judgment—Urim and Thummim;
11with twisted scarlet, the work of the craftsman;
with precious stones engraved like a signet, in a setting of gold, thework
of the jeweller,

for a reminder engraved in writing, after the number of the tribes of
Israel;

12with a crown of gold upon the mitre, having engraved on it, as on a
signet, “HOLINESS”,

an ornament of honor, the work of an expert,
the desires of the eyes, goodly and beautiful.

13Before him there never have been anything like it.
No stranger put themon, but only his sons andhis offspring perpetually.

14His sacrifices shall be wholly burned,
twice every day continually.

15Moses consecrated him,
and anointed himwith holy oil.

It was an everlasting covenant with him
and to his offspring, all the days of heaven,
to minister to the Lord, to serve as a priest,
and to bless his people in his name.

16He chose him out of all living
to offer sacrifice to the Lord—
incense, and a sweet fragrance, for a memorial,
to make atonement for your people.

17He gave to him in his commandments,
authority in the covenants of judgments,
to teach Jacob the testimonies,
and to enlighten Israel in his law.

18 Strangers conspired against him
and envied him in the wilderness:
Dathan and Abiramwith their company,
and the congregation of Korah, with wrath and anger.

19The Lord saw it, and it displeased him.
In the wrath of his anger, they were destroyed.

He did wonders upon them,
to consume themwith flaming fire.

20He added glory to Aaron,
and gave him a heritage.

He divided to him the first fruits of the increase,
and prepared bread of first fruits in abundance.

21For they eat the sacrifices of the Lord,
which he gave to him and to his offspring.

22However, in the land of the people, he has no inheritance,
and he has no portion among the people,
for the Lord himself is your portion and inheritance.

23Phinehas the son of Eleazar is the third in glory,
in that he was zealous in the fear of the Lord,
and stood fast when the people turned away,
and hemade atonement for Israel.

24Therefore, a covenant of peace was established for him,
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that he should be leader of the sanctuary and of his people,
that he and his offspring should have the dignity of the priesthood
forever.

25Also hemade a covenant with David the son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah.
The inheritance of the king is his alone from son to son.
So the inheritance of Aaron is also to his seed.

26May God give you wisdom in your heart
to judge his people in righteousness,
that their good things may not be abolished,
and that their glory may endure for all their generations.

46
1 Joshua the son of Nunwas valiant in war,

and was the successor of Moses in prophecies.
He wasmade great according to his name

for the saving of* God’s elect,
to take vengeance on the enemies that rose up against them,
that hemight give Israel their inheritance.

2Howwas he glorified in the lifting up his hands,
and in stretching out his sword against the cities!

3Who before him stood so firm?
For the Lord himself brought his enemies to him.

4Didn’t the sun go back by his hand?
Didn’t one day become as two?

5He called upon theMost High, the Mighty One,
when his foes pressed in all around him,
and the great Lord heard him.

6With hailstones of mighty power,
he caused war to break violently upon the nation,
and† on the slope he destroyed those who resisted,
so that the nations might know his armor,
how he fought in the sight of the Lord;
for he followed theMighty One.

7Also in the time of Moses, he did a work of mercy—
he and Caleb the son of Jephunneh—
in that they withstood the adversary,
hindered the people from sin,
and stilled their wicked complaining.

8 And of six hundred thousand people on foot, they two alone were pre-
served

to bring them into their inheritance,
into a land flowing withmilk and honey.

9The Lord gave strength to Caleb,
and it remained with him to his old age,
so that he entered the hill country,
and his offspring obtained it for an inheritance,
10 thatall thechildrenof Israelmight see that it is good to followtheLord.

* 46:1 Gr. his. † 46:6 See Joshua 10:11
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11Also the judges, every one by his name,
all whose hearts didn’t engage in immorality,
and who didn’t turn away from the Lord—
may their memory be blessed!

12May their bones flourish again out of their place.
May the name of those who have been honored be renewed in their
children.

13 Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, loved by his Lord,
established a kingdom and anointed princes over his people.

14By the law of the Lord he judged the congregation,
and the Lord watched over Jacob.

15By his faithfulness he was proved to be a prophet.
By his words he was known to be faithful in vision.

16When his enemies pressed on him on every side,
he called upon the Lord, the Mighty One,
with the offering of the suckling lamb.

17Then the Lord thundered from heaven.
Hemade his voice heard with amighty sound.

18He utterly destroyed the rulers of the Tyrians
and all the princes of the Philistines.

19Before the time of his age-long sleep,
he testified in the sight of the lord and his anointed,
“I have not taken anyman’s goods, so much as a sandal;”
and no one accused him.

20Even after he fell asleep, he prophesied,
and showed the king his end,
and lifted up his voice from the earth in prophecy,
to blot out the wickedness of the people.

47
1After him, Nathan rose up

to prophesy in the days of David.
2As is the fat when it is separated from the peace offering,

so was David separated from the children of Israel.
3He played with lions as with kids,

and with bears as with lambs of the flock.
4 In his youth didn’t he kill a giant,

and take away reproach from the people
when he lifted up his handwith a sling stone,
and beat down the boasting Goliath?

5For he called upon theMost High Lord,
and he gave him strength in his right hand
to kill a manmighty in war,
to exalt the horn of his people.

6 So they glorified him for his tens of thousands,
and praised him for the blessings of the Lord,
in that a glorious diademwas given to him.

7For he destroyed the enemies on every side,
and defeated the Philistines his adversaries.
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He broke their horn in pieces to this day.
8 In every work of his he gave thanks to the Holy OneMost High with words

of glory.
He sang praise with his whole heart,
and loved himwhomade him.

9He set singers before the altar,
to make sweet melody by their music.*

10He gave beauty to the feasts,
and set in order the seasons to completion
while they praised his holy name,
and the sanctuary resounded from early morning.

11The Lord took away his sins,
and exalted his horn forever.

He gave him a covenant of kings,
and a glorious throne in Israel.

12After him awise son rose up,
who because of him lived in security.

13 Solomon reigned in days of peace.
God gave him rest all around,
that hemight set up a house for his name,
and prepare a sanctuary forever.

14Howwise you weremade in your youth,
and filled as a river with understanding!

15Your influence covered the earth,
and you filled it with parables and riddles.

16Your name reached to the far away islands,
and you were loved for your peace.

17For your songs, proverbs, parables,
and interpretations, the countries marveled at you.

18By the name of the Lord God,
who is called the God of Israel,
you gathered gold like tin,
andmultiplied silver like lead.

19You bowed your loins to women,
and in your body you were brought into subjection.

20You blemished your honor,
and defiled your offspring,
to bring wrath upon your children.
I was grieved for your folly,
21because the sovereignty was divided,
and a disobedient kingdom ruled out of Ephraim.

22But the Lord will never forsake his mercy.
He won’t destroy any of his works,
nor blot out the posterity of his elect.

He won’t take away the offspring himwho loved him.
He gave a remnant to Jacob,
and to David a root from his own family.

* 47:9 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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23 So Solomon rested with his fathers.
Of his offspring, he left behind him Rehoboam,
the foolishness of the people, and one who lacked understanding,
whomade the people revolt by his counsel.

Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
whomade Israel to sin,
and gave a way of sin to Ephraim.

24Their sins weremultiplied exceedingly,
until they were removed from their land.

25For they sought out all manner of wickedness,
until vengeance came upon them.

48
1Then Elijah arose, the prophet like fire.

His word burned like a torch.
2He brought a famine upon them,

and by his zeal made them few in number.
3By the word of the Lord he shut up the heavens.

He brought down fire three times.
4How youwere glorified, O Elijah, in your wondrous deeds!

Whose glory is like yours?
5You raised up a deadman from death,

fromHades, by the word of the Most High.
6You brought down kings to destruction,

and honorable men from their sickbeds.
7You heard rebuke in Sinai,

and judgments of vengeance in Horeb.
8You anointed kings for retribution,

and prophets to succeed after you.
9Youwere taken up in a tempest of fire,

in a chariot of fiery horses.
10Youwere recorded for reproofs in their seasons,

to pacify anger, before it broke out into wrath,
to turn the heart of the father to the son,
and to restore the tribes of Jacob.

11Blessed are those who saw you,
and those who have been beautified with love;
for we also shall surely live.

12Elijah was wrapped in a whirlwind.
Elisha was filled with his spirit.
In his days he was not moved by the fear of any ruler,
and no one brought him into subjection.

13Nothing was too hard for him.
When he was buried, his body prophesied.

14As in his life he did wonders,
so his works were also marvelous in death.

15For all this the people didn’t repent.
They didn’t depart from their sins,
until they were carried away as a plunder from their land,
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andwere scattered through all the earth.
The people were left very few in number,

but with a ruler from the house of David.
16 Some of them did that which was right,

but somemultiplied sins.

17Hezekiah fortified his city,
and brought water into its midst.

He tunneled through rock with iron,
and built cisterns for water.

18 In his days Sennacherib invaded,
and sent Rabshakeh, and departed.

He lifted up his hand against Zion,
and boasted great things in his arrogance.

19Then their hearts and their hands were shaken,
and they were in pain, as women in labor.

20But they called upon the Lord who is merciful,
spreading out their hands to him.

The Holy One quickly heard them out of Heaven,
and delivered them by the hand of Isaiah.

21He struck the camp of the Assyrians,
and his angel utterly destroyed them.

22For Hezekiah did that which was pleasing to the Lord,
and was strong in the ways of his ancestor David,
which Isaiah the prophet commanded,
whowas great and faithful in his vision.

23 In his days the sun went backward.
He prolonged the life of the king.

24He saw by an excellent spirit what would come to pass in the future;
and he comforted those whomourned in Zion.

25He showed the things that would happen through the end of time,
and the hidden things before they came.

49
1Thememory of Josiah is like the composition of incense

prepared by the work of the perfumer.
It will be sweet as honey in everymouth,

and like music at a banquet of wine.
2He did what was right in the reforming of the people,

and took away the abominations of iniquity.
3He set his heart right toward the Lord.

In lawless days, he made godliness prevail.

4Except David, Hezekiah, and Josiah,
all were wicked,
because they abandoned the law of theMost High.
The kings of Judah came to an end.

5They gave their power to others,
and their glory to a foreign nation.
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6They set the chosen city of the sanctuary on fire
andmadeher streets desolate, as itwaswrittenby thehandof Jeremiah.

7For theymistreated him;
yet he was sanctified in the womb to be a prophet,
to root out, to afflict, to destroy
and likewise to build and to plant.

8Ezekiel saw the vision of glory,
which God showed him on the chariot of the cherubim.

9For truly he remembered the enemies in rainstorm,
and to do good to those who directed their ways aright.

10Also of the twelve prophets,*
may their bones flourish again out of their place.

He comforted the people of Jacob,
and delivered them by confident hope.

11How shall wemagnify Zerubbabel?
He was like a signet ring on the right hand.

12 So was Jesus the son of Josedek,
who in their days built the house,
and exalted a† people holy to the Lord,
prepared for everlasting glory.

13Also of Nehemiah thememory is great.
He raised up for us fallen walls,
set up the gates and bars,
and rebuilt our houses.

14Nomanwas created upon the earth like Enoch,
for he was taken up from the earth.

15Nor was there aman born like Joseph,
a leader of his kindred, a supporter of the people.
Even his bones were cared for.

16 Shem and Seth were honored amongmen,
but above every living thing in the creation was Adam.

50
1 It was Simon, the son of Onias, the high priest,

who in his life repaired the house,
and in his days strengthened the temple.

2The foundation was built by him to the height of the double walls,
the lofty retaining walls of the temple enclosure.

3 In his days, a water cistern was dug,
the brazen vessel like the sea in circumference.

4He planned to save his people from ruin,
and fortified the city against siege.

5How glorious he was when the people gathered around him
as he came out of the house of the veil!

6Hewas like themorning star among clouds,
* 49:10 The remainder of this line is omitted by the best authorities. † 49:12 Some ancient
authorities read temple.
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like the full moon,
7 like the sun shining on the temple of the Most High,
like the rainbow shining in clouds of glory,
8 like roses in the days of first fruits,
like lilies by a water spring,
like the shoot of the frankincense tree in summer time,
9 like fire and incense in the censer,
like a vessel of beaten gold adorned with all kinds of precious stones,
10 like an olive tree loaded with fruit,
and like a cypress growing high among the clouds.

11When he put on his glorious robe,
and clothed himself in perfect splendor,
ascending to the holy altar,
he made the court of the sanctuary glorious.

12When he received the portions out of the priests’ hands,
as he stood by the hearth of the altar,
with his kindred like a garland around him,
he was like a young cedar in Lebanon
surrounded by the trunks of palm trees.

13All the sons of Aaron in their glory,
held the Lord’s offering in their hands before all the congregation of
Israel.

14Finishing the service at the altars,
that hemight arrange the offering of the Most High, the Almighty,
15he stretched out his hand to the cup of libation,
and poured out the cup of the grape.

He poured it out at the foot of the altar,
a sweet smelling fragrance to theMost High, the King of all.

16Then the sons of Aaron shouted.
They sounded the trumpets of beaten work.

Theymade a great fanfare to be heard,
for a reminder before theMost High.

17Then all the people together hurried,
and fell down to the ground on their faces
to worship their Lord, the Almighty, GodMost High.

18The singers also praised himwith their voices.
There was a sweet melody in the whole house.

19And the people implored the LordMost High,
in prayer before himwho is merciful,
until the worship of the Lord was finished,
and so they accomplished his service.

20Then he went down, and lifted up his hands
over the whole congregation of the children of Israel,
to give blessing to the Lord with his lips,
and to glory in his name.

21He bowed himself down in worship the second time,
to declare the blessing from theMost High.

22Now bless the God of all,
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who everywhere does great things,
who exalts our days from the womb,
and deals with us according to his mercy.

23May he grant us joyfulness of heart,
and that peacemay be in our days in Israel for the days of eternity,
24 to entrust his mercy with us,
and let him deliver us in his time!

25With two nations my soul is vexed,
and the third is no nation:
26Those who sit on themountain of* Samaria, the Philistines,
and the foolish people who live in Shechem.

27 I have written in this book the instruction of understanding and knowl-
edge,

I Jesus, the son of Sirach Eleazar, of Jerusalem,
who out of his heart poured forth wisdom.

28Blessed is he whowill exercise these things.
He who lays them up in his heart will becomewise.

29For if he does them, he will be strong in all things,
for the light of the Lord is his guide.†

51
A Prayer of Jesus the son of Sirach.

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, O King,
and will praise you, O Godmy Savior.

I give thanks to your name,
2 for you have beenmy protector and helper,
and deliveredmy body out of destruction,
and out of the snare of a slanderous tongue,
from lips that fabricate lies.

You weremy helper before those who stood by,
3 and delivered me, according to the abundance of your mercy and of
your name,

from the gnashings of teeth ready to devour,
out of the hand of those seekingmy life,
out of themany afflictions I endured,
4 from the choking of a fire on every side,
and out of themidst of fire that I hadn’t kindled,
5out of the depth of the belly of Hades,
from an unclean tongue,
and from lying words—
6 the slander of an unrighteous tongue to the king.

My soul drew near to death.
My life was near to Hades.

7They surroundedme on every side.
There was no one to helpme.

I was looking for human help,
and there was none.

* 50:26 According to some ancient versions, Seir. † 50:29 The remainder of this verse is omitted
by the best authorities.
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8Then I remembered yourmercy, O Lord,
and your working which has been from everlasting,
how you deliver those whowait for you,
and save them out of the hand of their enemies.

9 I lifted upmy prayer from the earth,
and prayed for deliverance from death.

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my Lord,
that he would not forsakeme in the days of affliction,
in the time when there was no help against the proud.

11 I will praise your name continually.
I will sing praise with thanksgiving.
My prayer was heard.

12You savedme from destruction
and deliveredme from the evil time.

Therefore I will give thanks and praise to you,
and bless the name of the Lord.

13When I was yet young,
before I went abroad,
I sought wisdom openly inmy prayer.

14Before the temple I asked for her.
I will seek her out even to the end.

15From the first flower to the ripening grapemy heart delighted in her.
My foot walked in uprightness.
Frommy youth I followed her steps.

16 I inclinedmy ear a little, and received her,
and found for myself much instruction.

17 I profited in her.
I will give glory to himwho gives mewisdom.

18For I determined to practice her.
I was zealous for that which is good.
I will never be put to shame.

19My soul has wrestled with her.
In my conduct I was exact.

I spread out my hands to the heaven above,
and bewailedmy ignorances of her.

20 I directedmy soul to her.
In purity I found her.

I got myself a heart joined with her from the beginning.
Therefore I won’t be forsaken.

21My belly also was troubled to seek her.
Therefore I have gained a good possession.

22The Lord gaveme a tongue for my reward.
I will praise himwith it.

23Draw near to me, all you who are uneducated,
and live in the house of instruction.

24Why therefore are you all lacking in these things,
and your souls are very thirsty?

25 I openedmymouth and spoke,
“Get her for yourselves without money.”
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26Put your neck under the yoke,
and let your soul receive instruction.
She is near to find.

27 See with your eyes
how that I labored just a little
and found for myself much rest.

28Get instruction with a great sum of silver,
and gainmuch gold by her.

29May your soul rejoice in his mercy,
andmay you all not be put to shame in praising him.

30Work your work before the time comes,
and in his time he will give you your reward.
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Baruch
The book of Baruch is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the

Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. In some
Bibles, Baruch chapter 6 is listed as a separate book called The Letter of
Jeremiah, reflecting its separation from Baruch in some copies of the Greek
Septuagint.

1These are the words of the book which Baruch the son of Nerias, the son
ofMaaseas, the son of Sedekias, the son of Asadias, the son of Helkias, wrote
in Babylon,

2 in the fifth year, in the seventh day of the month, at the time when the
Chaldeans took Jerusalem and burned it with fire.

3Baruch read thewords of this book in the hearing of Jechonias the son of
Joakim king of Judah, and in the hearing of all the people who came to hear
the book,

4 and in the hearing of the mighty men, and of the kings’ sons, and in the
hearing of the elders, and in the hearing of all the people, from the least to
the greatest, even of all those who lived at Babylon by the river Sud.

5Then they wept, fasted,* and prayed before the Lord.
6They also made a collection of money according to everyman’s ability;
7and they sent it to Jerusalem to Joakim the high priest, the son of Helkias,

the son of Salom, and to the priests and to all the people who were found
with him at Jerusalem,

8 at the same time when he took the vessels of the house of the Lord, that
had been carried out of the temple, to return them into the land of Judah,
the tenth day of Sivan—silver vessels which Sedekias the son of Josias king
of Judah hadmade,

9 after Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon had carried away Jechonias, the
princes, the captives, the mighty men, and the people of the land from
Jerusalem, and brought them to Babylon.

10And they said: Behold, we have sent youmoney; therefore buywith the
money burnt offerings, sin offerings, and incense, and prepare an oblation,
and offer upon the altar of the Lord our God;

11andpray for the life ofNabuchodonosor king of Babylon, and for the life
of Baltasar his son, that their days may be† as the days of heaven above the
earth.

12 The Lord will give us strength and light to our eyes. We will live under
the shadow of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon and under the shadow of
Baltasar his son, andwe shall serve themmany days, and find favor in their
sight.

13Pray for us also to the Lord ourGod, forwehave sinned against the Lord
our God. To this day the wrath of the Lord and his indignation is not turned
from us.

14You shall read this book which we have sent to you, to make confession
in the house of the Lord upon the day of the feast and on the days of the
solemn assembly.

* 1:5 Another reading is, and vowed vows. † 1:11 See Deuteronomy 11:21.
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15 You shall say: To the Lord our God belongs righteousness, but to us
confusion of face, as at this day—to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem,

16 to our kings, to our princes, to our priests, to our prophets, and to our
fathers,

17because we have sinned before the Lord.
18We have disobeyed him and have not listened to the voice of the Lord

our God, towalk in the commandments of the Lord that he has set before us.
19 Since the day that the Lord brought our fathers out of the land of Egypt

to this present day, we have been disobedient to the Lord our God, and we
have been negligent in not listening to his voice.

20Therefore the plagues have clung to us, along with the curse which the
Lord declared through Moses his servant in the day that he brought our
fathers out of the land of Egypt to give us a land that flows with milk and
honey, as at this day.

21Neverthelesswe didn’t listen to the voice of the Lord ourGod, according
to all the words of the prophets whom he sent to us,

22butwe eachwalked in the imagination of his ownwickedheart, to serve
strange gods and to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord our God.

2
1 Therefore the Lord has made good his word which he pronounced

against us, and against our judges who judged Israel, and against our kings,
and against our princes, and against themen of Israel and Judah,

2 to bring upon us great plagues such as never happened before under the
whole heaven,* as it came to pass in Jerusalem, according to the things that
are written in the law of Moses,

3 that we should each eat the flesh of our own son, and each eat the flesh
of our own daughter.

4 Moreover he has given them to be in subjection to all the kingdoms
that are around us, to be a reproach and a desolation among all the people
around us, where the Lord has scattered them.

5 Thus they were cast down and not exalted, because we sinned against
the Lord our God in not listening to his voice.

6 To the Lord our God belongs righteousness, but to us and to our fathers
confusion of face, as at this day.

7 All these plagues have come upon us which the Lord has pronounced
against us.

8Yethavewenot entreated the favor of theLordbyeveryone turning from
the thoughts of his wicked heart.

9 Therefore the Lord has kept watch over the plagues. The Lord has
brought them upon us, for the Lord is righteous in all his works which he
has commanded us.

10 Yet we have not listened to his voice, to walk in the commandments of
the Lord that he has set before us.

11Andnow,OLord, youGodof Israelwhohavebrought your people out of
the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, with signs, with wonders, with great
power, andwith a high arm, and have gotten yourself a name, as at this day:

12O Lord our God, we have sinned. We have been ungodly. We have done
wrong in all your ordinances.
* 2:2 Another reading is, even as he has done.
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13Let yourwrath turn fromus, forwearebut a few left among theheathen
where you have scattered us.

14Hear our prayer, O Lord, and our petition, and deliver us for your own
sake. Give us favor in the sight of those who have led us away captive,

15 that all theearthmayknowthat youare theLordourGod, because Israel
and his posterity is called by your name.

16O Lord, look down from your holy house and consider us. Incline your
ear, O Lord, and hear.

17 Open your eyes, and see; for the dead that are in Hades, whose
breath is taken from their bodies, will give to the Lord neither glory nor
righteousness;

18but the soulwho is greatly vexed, who goes stooping and feeble, and the
eyes that fail, and thehungry soul,will declareyourgloryandrighteousness,
O Lord.

19For we do not present our supplication before you, O Lord our God, for
the righteousness of our fathers and of our kings.

20Foryouhave sent yourwrathandyour indignationuponus, as youhave
spoken by your servants the prophets, saying,

21 “The Lord says, ‘Bow your shoulders to serve the king of Babylon, and
remain in the land that I gave to your fathers.

22But if you won’t hear the voice of the Lord to serve the king of Babylon,
23 I will cause to cease out of the cities of Judah and from the region

near Jerusalem the voice of mirth, the voice of gladness, voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride. The whole land will be desolate
without inhabitant.’ ”

24 But we wouldn’t listen to your voice, to serve the king of Babylon.
Therefore you havemade good yourwords that you spoke by your servants
the prophets, that the bones of our kings and the bones of our fatherswould
be taken out of their places.

25Behold, theyare cast out to theheatbydayand to the frost bynight. They
died in great miseries by famine, by sword, and by† pestilence.

26 You have made the house that is called by your name as it is today
because of the wickedness of the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

27Yet, O Lord our God, you have dealt with us after all your kindness and
according to all your great mercy,

28 as you spoke by your servant Moses in the day when you commanded
him to write your law in the presence of the children of Israel, saying,

29 “If you won’t hear my voice, surely this very great multitude will be
turned into a small number among the nations where I will scatter them.

30 For I know that they will not hear me, because they are a stiff-necked
people; but in the land of their captivity they will take it to heart,

31andwill know that I am the Lord their God. I will give them a heart and
ears to hear.

32 Then they will praise me in the land of their captivity, and think about
my name,

33 and will return from their stiff neck and from their wicked deeds; for
they will remember the way of their fathers who sinned before the Lord.

† 2:25 See Jeremiah 32:36.
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34 I will bring them again into the land which I promised to their fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and they will rule over it. I will increase
them, and they won’t be diminished.

35And I will make an everlasting covenant with them to be their God, and
they will be my people. I will no more remove my people Israel out of the
land that I have given them.”

3
1O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel, the soul in anguish and the troubled

spirit cries to you.
2 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy; for you are a merciful God. Yes, have

mercy upon us, because we have sinned before you.
3For you are enthroned forever, and we keep perishing.
4 O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel, hear now the prayer of the dead

Israelites, and of the children of those who were sinners before you, who
didn’t listen to the voice of you their God; because of this, these plagues cling
to us.

5Don’t remember the iniquities of our fathers, but remember your power
and your name at this time.

6For you are the Lord our God, and wewill praise you, O Lord.
7For this cause, you have put your fear in our hearts, to the intent that we

should call upon your name. Wewill praise you in our captivity, forwe have
called to mind all the iniquity of our fathers who sinned before you.

8Behold, we are yet this day in our captivity where you have scattered us,
for a reproach and a curse, and to be subject to penalty according to all the
iniquities of our fathers who departed from the Lord our God.

9 Hear, O Israel, the commandments of life! Give ear to understand
wisdom!

10 How is it, O Israel, that you are in your enemies’ land, that you have
become old in a strange country, that you are defiled with the dead,

11 that you are counted with those who are in Hades?
12You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom.
13 If you had walked in the way of God, you would have dwelled in peace

forever.
14Learnwhere there is wisdom, where there is strength, andwhere there

is understanding, that youmay also knowwhere there is length of days and
life, where there is the light of the eyes and peace.

15Who has found out her place? Who has come into her treasuries?
16Where are the princes of the heathen, and those who ruled the beasts

that are on the earth,
17 those who had their pastime with the fowls of the air, and those who

hoarded up silver and gold, in which people trust, and of their getting there
is no end?

18For those who diligently sought silver, and were so anxious, and whose
works are past finding out,

19 they have vanished and gone down to Hades, and others have come up
in their place.

20 Younger men have seen the light and lived upon the earth, but they
haven’t known the way of knowledge,

21nor understood its paths. Their children haven’t embraced it. They are
far off from their way.
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22 It has not been heard of in Canaan, neither has it been seen in Teman.
23 The sons also of Agar who seek understanding, which are in the land,

the merchants of Merran and Teman, and the authors of fables, and the
searchers out of understanding—none of these have known the way of
wisdom or remembered her paths.

24 O Israel, how great is the house of God! How large is the place of his
possession!

25 It is great and has no end. It is high and unmeasurable.
26Giants were born that were famous of old, great of stature, and expert

in war.
27God didn’t choose these, nor did he give the way of knowledge to them,
28 so they perished, because they had no wisdom. They perished through

their own foolishness.
29Who has gone up into heaven, taken her, and brought her down from

the clouds?
30Whohas goneover the sea, foundher, andwill bringher for choice gold?
31There is no onewhoknowsherway, nor anywho comprehendher path.
32 But he that knows all things knows her, he found her out with his

understanding. Hewhoprepared theearth for all timehasfilled itwith four-
footed beasts.

33 It is he who sends forth the light, and it goes. He called it, and it obeyed
himwith fear.

34The stars shone in their watches, and were glad. When he called them,
they said, “Here we are.” They shone with gladness to himwhomade them.

35This is our God. No other can be compared to him.
36He has found out all the way of knowledge, and has given it to Jacob his

servant and to Israel who is loved by him.
37Afterward she appeared upon earth, and lived withmen.

4
1 This is the book of God’s commandments and the law that endures

forever. All those who hold it fast will live, but those who leave it will die.
2Turn, O Jacob, and take hold of it. Walk toward the shining of its light.
3Don’t giveyourglory toanother, nor the things that are toyouradvantage

to a foreign nation.
4O Israel, we are happy; for the things that are pleasing to God are made

known to us.
5Be of good cheer, my people, the memorial of Israel.
6Youwere not sold to the nations for destruction, but because youmoved

God to wrath, you were delivered to your adversaries.
7 For you provoked him who made you by sacrificing to demons and not

to God.
8 You forgot the everlasting God who brought you up. You also grieved

Jerusalem, who nursed you.
9 For she saw the wrath that came upon you from God, and said, “Listen,

you who dwell near Zion; for God has brought uponme great mourning.
10 For I have seen the captivity of my sons and daughters, which the

Everlasting has brought upon them.
11 For with joy I nourished them, but sent them away with weeping and

mourning.
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12Let noman rejoice overme, awidowand forsakenbymany. For the sins
ofmy children, I am left desolate, because they turned away from the law of
God

13and had no regard for his statutes. They didn’t walk in theways of God’s
commandments or tread in the paths of discipline in his righteousness.

14Let those who dwell near Zion come and remember the captivity of my
sons and daughters, which the Everlasting has brought upon them.

15 For he has brought a nation upon them from afar, a shameless nation
with a strange language, who didn’t respect old men or pity children.

16Theyhave carried away the dear beloved sons of thewidow, and left her
whowas alone desolate of her daughters.”

17But I—how can I help you?
18For hewho brought these calamities upon youwill deliver you from the

hand of your enemies.
19Go your way, Omy children. Go your way, for I am left desolate.
20 I have put off the garment of peace, and put on the sackcloth of my

petition. I will cry to the Everlasting as long as I live.
21Take courage, my children. Cry to God, and hewill deliver you from the

power and hand of the enemies.
22 For I have trusted in the Everlasting, that he will save you; and joy has

come to me from the Holy One, because of the mercy that will soon come to
you from your Everlasting Savior.

23For I sent you out withmourning andweeping, but Godwill give you to
me again with joy and gladness forever.

24For as now those who dwell near Zion have seen your captivity, so they
will shortly see your salvation fromourGodwhichwill comeupon youwith
great glory and brightness of the Everlasting.

25My children, suffer patiently the wrath that has come upon you from
God, for your enemy has persecuted you; but shortly you will see his
destruction andwill tread upon their necks.

26Mydelicate ones have traveled rough roads. Theywere taken away like
a flock carried off by enemies.

27Take courage, my children, and cry to God; for youwill be remembered
by himwho has brought this upon you.

28 For as it was your decision to go astray from God, return and seek him
ten timesmore.

29Forhewhobrought these calamitiesuponyouwill bringyoueverlasting
joy again with your salvation.

30Take courage, O Jerusalem, for he who called you by namewill comfort
you.

31Miserable are those who afflicted you and rejoiced at your fall.
32Miserable are the cities which your children served. Miserable is she

who received your sons.
33For as she rejoiced at your fall and was glad of your ruin, so she will be

grieved at her own desolation.
34And I will take away her pride in her great multitude and her boasting

will be turned into mourning.
35For firewill comeuponher from the Everlasting formany days; and she

will be inhabited by demons for a long time.



Baruch 4:36 1438 Baruch 6:9

36O Jerusalem, look around you toward the east, and behold the joy that
comes to you from God.

37 Behold, your sons come, whom you sent away. They come gathered
together from the east to the west at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in
the glory of God.

5
1 Take off the garment of your mourning and affliction, O Jerusalem, and

put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.
2Put on the robeof the righteousness fromGod. Set onyourheadadiadem

of the glory of the Everlasting.
3For God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven.
4 For your name will be called by God forever “Righteous Peace, Godly

Glory”.
5Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon the height. Look around you toward

the east and see your children gathered from the going down of the sun to
its rising at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered
them.

6For theywent fromyouon foot, being led awayby their enemies, butGod
brings them in to you carried on high with glory, on a royal throne.

7ForGodhas appointed that everyhighmountain and the everlastinghills
should be made low, and the valleys filled up to make the ground level, that
Israel may go safely in the glory of God.

8Moreover the woods and every sweet smelling tree have shaded Israel
by the commandment of God.

9 For God will lead Israel with joy in the light of his glory with the mercy
and righteousness that come from him.

6
The Letter of Jeremy (Jeremiah)

1A copy of a letter that Jeremy sent to those who were to be led captives
into Babylon by the king of the Babylonians, to give them the message that
God commanded him.

2 Because of the sins which you have committed before God, you will be
led away captives to Babylon by Nabuchodonosor king of the Babylonians.

3 So when you come to Babylon, you will remain there many years, and
for a long season, even for seven generations. After that, I will bring you out
peacefully from there.

4 But now you will see in Babylon gods of silver, gold, wood carried on
shoulders, which cause the nations to fear.

5Beware therefore that you in noway become like these foreigners. Don’t
let fear take hold of you because of themwhen you see themultitude before
them and behind them, worshiping them.

6But say in your hearts, “O Lord, wemust worship you.”
7Formy angel is with you, and I myself care for your souls.
8 For their tongue is polished by the workman, and they themselves are

overlaid with gold and with silver; yet they are only fake, and can’t speak.
9And takinggold, as if itwere foravirginwho loves tobehappy, theymake

crowns for the heads of their gods.
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10 Sometimes also the priests take gold and silver from their gods, and
spend it on themselves.

11 They will even give some of it to the common prostitutes. They dress
them likemenwith garments, even the gods of silver, gods of gold, and gods
of wood.

12Yet these gods can’t save themselves from rust and moths, even though
they are covered with purple garments.

13 They wipe their faces because of the dust of the temple, which is thick
upon them.

14 And he who can’t put to death one who offends against him holds a
sceptre, as though he were judge of a country.

15 He has also a dagger in his right hand, and an axe, but can’t deliver
himself fromwar and robbers.

16By this they are known not to be gods. Therefore don’t fear them.
17For like a vessel that amanuses isworthnothingwhen it is broken, even

so it is with their gods. When they are set up in the temples, their eyes are
full of dust through the feet of those who come in.

18As the courts are secured on every side upon himwho offends the king,
as being committed to suffer death, even so the priests secure their temples
with doors, with locks, and bars, lest they be carried off by robbers.

19They light candles for them, yes,more than for themselves, even though
they can’t see one.

20 They are like one of the beams of the temple. Men say their hearts are
eaten out when things creeping out of the earth devour both them and their
clothing. They don’t feel it

21when their faces are blackened through the smoke that comes out of the
temple.

22Bats, swallows, and birds land on their bodies and heads. So do the cats.
23By this youmay know that they are no gods. Therefore don’t fear them.
24 Notwithstanding the gold with which they are covered to make them

beautiful, unless someone wipes off the tarnish, they won’t shine; for they
didn’t even feel it when they weremolten.

25Things in which there is no breath are bought at any cost.
26Having no feet, they are carried upon shoulders. By this, they declare to

men that they are worth nothing.
27 Those who serve them are also ashamed, for if they fall to the ground

at any time, they can’t rise up again by themselves. If they are bowed down,
they can’t make themselves straight; but the offerings are set before them,
as if they were deadmen.

28And the things that are sacrificed to them, their priests sell and spend.
In likemanner, theirwives also lay up part of it in salt; but to the poor and to
the impotent they give none of it.

29 The menstruous woman and the woman in childbed touch their sacri-
fices, knowing therefore by these things that they are no gods. Don’t fear
them.

30 For how can they be called gods? Because women set food before the
gods of silver, gold, and wood.

31 And in their temples the priests sit on seats, having their clothes torn
and their heads and beards shaven, and nothing on their heads.
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32They roar and cry before their gods, as men do at the feast when one is
dead.

33The priests also take off garments from themand clothe theirwives and
children with them.

34Whether it is evil or good what one does to them, they are not able to
repay it. They can’t set up a king or put him down.

35 In like manner, they can neither give riches nor money. Though a man
make a vow to them and doesn’t keep it, they will never exact it.

36They can save noman fromdeath. They can’t deliver theweak from the
mighty.

37 They can’t restore a blind man to his sight, or deliver anyone who is in
distress.

38They can show nomercy to the widow, or do good to the fatherless.
39 They are like the stones that are cut out of the mountain, these gods of

wood thatareoverlaidwithgoldandwithsilver. Thosewhominister to them
will be confounded.

40How could a man then think or say that they are gods, when even the
Chaldeans themselves dishonor them?

41 If they shall see one mute who can’t speak, they bring him and ask him
to call upon Bel, as though he were able to understand.

42Yet they can’t perceive this themselves, and forsake them; for they have
no understanding.

43 The women also with cords around them sit in the ways, burning bran
for incense; but if any of them, drawn by someone who passes by, lies with
him, she reproachesher fellow, that shewasnot thoughtasworthyasherself
and her cord wasn’t broken.

44Whatever is done among them is false. How could a man then think or
say that they are gods?

45They are fashioned by carpenters and goldsmiths. They can be nothing
else than what the workmenmake them to be.

46Andthey themselveswho fashioned themcannevercontinue long. How
then should the things that are fashioned by them?

47For they have left lies and reproaches to those who come after.
48Forwhen there comes anywar or plague upon them, the priests consult

with themselves, where theymay be hidden with them.
49How then can’t men understand that they are no gods, which can’t save

themselves fromwar or from plague?
50 For seeing they are only wood and overlaid with gold and silver, it will

be known hereafter that they are false.
51 It will bemanifest to all nations and kings that they are no gods, but the

works of men’s hands, and that there is no work of God in them.
52Who thenmay not know that they are not gods?
53For they can’t set up a king in a land or give rain to men.
54They can’t judge their own cause, or redress a wrong, being unable; for

they are like crows between heaven and earth.
55 For even when fire falls upon the house of gods of wood overlaid

with gold or with silver, their priests will flee away, and escape, but they
themselves will be burned apart like beams.

56Moreover they can’t withstand any king or enemies. How could a man
then admit or think that they are gods?
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57 Those gods of wood overlaid with silver or with gold aren’t able to
escape from thieves or robbers.

58 The gold, silver, and garments with which they are clothed—those who
are strong will take from them, and go away with them. They won’t be able
to help themselves.

59 Therefore it is better to be a king who shows his manhood, or else a
vessel in a house profitable for whatever the owner needs, than such false
gods—or even a door in a house, to keep the things safe that are in it, than
such false gods; or better to be a pillar of wood in a palace than such false
gods.

60 For sun, moon, and stars, being bright and sent to do their jobs, are
obedient.

61Likewisealso the lightningwhen itflashes isbeautiful to see. In the same
way, the wind also blows in every country.

62And when God commands the clouds to go over the whole world, they
do as they are told.

63And the fire sent from above to consumemountains andwoods does as
it is commanded; but these are to be compared to them neither in show nor
power.

64 Therefore a man shouldn’t think or say that they are gods, seeing they
aren’t able to judge causes or to do good tomen.

65Knowing therefore that they are no gods, don’t fear them.
66For they can neither curse nor bless kings.
67They can’t show signs in the heavens among the nations, or shine as the

sun, or give light as themoon.
68Thebeasts are better than they; for they can get under a covert, andhelp

themselves.
69 In no way then is it manifest to us that they are gods. Therefore don’t

fear them.
70For as a scarecrow in a garden of cucumbers that keeps nothing, so are

their gods of wood overlaid with gold and silver.
71Likewise also their gods of wood overlaid with gold and with silver, are

like a white thorn in an orchard that every bird sits upon. They are also like
a dead body that is thrown out into the dark.

72 You will know them to be no gods by the bright purple that rots upon
them. They themselveswill be consumedafterwards, andwill be a reproach
in the country.

73Better therefore is the justmanwho has no idols; for hewill be far from
reproach.
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The First Book of theMaccabees
The First Book of the Maccabees is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scrip-

ture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox
Churches.

1After Alexander the Macedonian, the son of Philip, who came out of the
land of Chittim, and struck Darius king of the Persians and Medes, it came
to pass, after he had struck him, that he reigned in his place, in former time,
over* Greece.

2He fought many battles, won many strongholds, killed the kings of the
earth,

3went through to the ends of the earth, and took spoils of a multitude of
nations. The earth was quiet before him. He was exalted. His heart was
lifted up.

4He gathered together an exceedingly strong army and ruled over coun-
tries, nations, and principalities, and they paid him tribute.

5After these things he fell sick, and perceived that he was going to die.
6He called his honorable servants, which had been brought up with him

from his youth, and he divided to them his kingdomwhile he was still alive.
7Alexander reigned twelve years, then he died.
8Then his servants ruled, each one in his place.
9They all put crowns upon themselves after he was dead, and so did their

sons after themmany years; and theymultiplied evils in the earth.
10 There came out of them a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of

Antiochus the king, who had been a hostage at Rome, and he reigned in† the
one hundred thirty seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.

11 In those days transgressors of the law came out of Israel and persuaded
many, saying, “Let’s go make a covenant with the‡ Gentiles around us; for
since wewere separated from themmany evils have befallen us.”

12That proposal was good in their eyes.
13 Some of the people eagerly went to the king, and he authorized them to

observe the ordinances of the§ Gentiles.
14 So* they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem according to the laws of the†

Gentiles.
15 They made themselves uncircumcised, forsook the holy covenant,

joined themselves to the‡ Gentiles, and sold themselves to do evil.
16The kingdomwas established in the sight of Antiochus, and he planned

to reign over Egypt, that hemight reign over both kingdoms.
17 He entered into Egypt with a§ great multitude, with chariots, with

elephants, with cavalry, and with a great* navy.
18Hemade war against Ptolemy king of Egypt. Ptolemy was put to shame

before him, and fled; andmany fell wounded to death.

* 1:1 That is, the Greek Empire. Compare 1 Maccabees 1:10 and 1 Maccabees 6:2. † 1:10 circa
B.C. 176. ‡ 1:11 Or, nations: and so throughout this book. § 1:13 Or, nations: and so throughout
this book. * 1:14 See 2 Maccabees 4:9, 12. † 1:14 Or, nations: and so throughout this book.
‡ 1:15 Or, nations: and so throughout this book § 1:17 Gr. heavy. * 1:17 Or, armament
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19They tookpossessionof the strong cities in the landof Egypt, andhe took
the spoils of Egypt.

20 Antiochus, after he had defeated Egypt, returned in† the one hundred
forty third year, and went up against Israel and Jerusalem with a‡ great
multitude,

21 and entered presumptuously into the sanctuary, and took the golden
altar, the lampstand for the light, and all its utensils.

22He took the table of the showbread, the cups for the drink offerings, the
bowls, the golden censers, the veil, the crowns, and the gold decoration on
the front of the temple. He peeled it all off.

23He took the silver, the gold, and the precious vessels. He took the hidden
treasures which he found.

24When he had taken all of these, he went away into his own land. He
made a great slaughter, and spoke very arrogantly.

25Great mourning came upon Israel, in every place where they were.
26The rulers and elders groaned. The virgins and young men were made

feeble. The beauty of the womenwas changed.
27 Every bridegroom took up lamentation. She who sat in the marriage

chamber wasmourning.
28 The land was moved for its inhabitants, and all the house of Jacob was

clothed with shame.
29§After two full years, the king sent a chief collector of tribute to the cities

of Judah, and he came to Jerusalemwith a* great multitude.
30 He spoke words of peace to them in subtlety, and they believed him.

Then he fell upon the city suddenly, struck it very severely, and destroyed
many people of Israel.

31He took the spoils of the city, set it on fire, and pulled down its houses
and its walls on every side.

32They led captive the women and the children, and seized the livestock.
33 Then they fortified the city of David with a large, strong wall and with

strong towers, and it became their citadel.
34 They put a sinful nation, transgressors of the law, there, and they

strengthened themselves in it.
35 They stored up weapons and food, and gathering together the spoils of

Jerusalem, they stored them there, and they became a great menace.
36 It became a place to lie in wait against the sanctuary, and an evil

adversary to Israel continually.
37They shed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary, anddefiled the

sanctuary.
38 The inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because of them. She became a

habitation of foreigners. She became foreign to thosewhowere born in her,
and her children forsook her.

39Her sanctuarywas laid waste like awilderness,† her feasts were turned
into mourning, her Sabbaths into reproach, and her honor into contempt.

40According to her glory, so was her dishonor multiplied, and her exalta-
tion was turned into mourning.

41 King Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one
people,
† 1:20 circa B.C. 170. See 2Maccabees 5:11-16. ‡ 1:20 Gr. heavy. § 1:29 See 2Maccabees 5:24.
* 1:29 Gr. heavy. † 1:39 See 2Maccabees 6:6.



1Maccabees 1:42 1444 1Maccabees 1:64

42 and that each should forsake his own laws. All the nations agreed
according to the word of the king.

43 Many of Israel consented to his worship, sacrificed to the idols, and
profaned the Sabbath.

44 The king sent letters by the hand of messengers to Jerusalem and the
cities of Judah, that they should follow laws strange to the land,

45 and should forbid whole burnt offerings and sacrifice and drink offer-
ings in the sanctuary; and should profane the Sabbaths and feasts,

46and pollute the sanctuary and those whowere holy;
47 that they should build altars, and temples, and shrines for idols, and

should sacrifice swine’s flesh and unclean animals;
48 and that they should leave their sons uncircumcised, that they should

make their souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and profana-
tion;

49 so that theymight forget the law, and change all the ordinances.
50Whoever doesn’t do according to the word of the king, he shall die.
51 According to all these words wrote he to his whole kingdom. He

appointed overseers over all the people, and he commanded the cities of
Judah to sacrifice, city by city.

52 From the people were gathered together to them many, everyone who
had forsaken the law; and they did evil things in the land.

53Theymade Israel to hide themselves in every place of refugewhich they
had.

54On the fifteenth day of Chislev, in‡ the one hundred forty fifth year, they
built an abomination of desolation upon the altar,§ and in the cities of Judah
on every side they built idol altars.*

55At the doors of the houses and in the streets they burned incense.
56They tore the books of the lawwhich they found in pieces and set them

on fire.
57 Anyone who was found with any a book of the covenant, and if any

consented to the law, the king’s sentence delivered him to death.
58 Thus did they in their might to Israel, to those who were found month

bymonth in the cities.
59On the twenty-fifth day of the month they sacrificed upon the idol altar

that was on top of the altar of burnt offering.
60 †They put to death womenwho had circumcised their children, accord-

ing to the commandment.
61They hung their babies around their necks, and their houses, and those

who had circumcised them.
62Many in Israel were fully resolved and confirmed in themselves not to

eat unclean things.
63 ‡They chose to die, that theymight not be defiledwith the food, and that

theymight not profane the holy covenant; and they died.
64Exceedingly great wrath came upon Israel.

‡ 1:54 circa B.C. 168. See 2Maccabees 5:11. § 1:54 The twowords rendered altar are different in
the Greek: and so in 1 Maccabees 1:59. * 1:54 The two words rendered altar are different in the
Greek: and so in 1 Maccabees 1:59. † 1:60 See 2 Maccabees 6:10. ‡ 1:63 See 2 Maccabees 6:19
and 7:1, etc.
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2
1 In those daysMattathias the son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the

sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem rose up; and he lived at Modin.
2And he had five sons:* John, whowas surnamed Gaddis;
3 Simon, whowas called Thassi;
4 Judas, who was calledMaccabaeus;
5Eleazar, who was called Avaran; and Jonathan, whowas called Apphus.
6He saw the blasphemies thatwere committed in Judah and in Jerusalem,
7 and he said, “Woe is me! Why was I born to see the destruction of my

people and the destruction of the holy city, and to dwell there when it was
given into the hand of the enemy, the sanctuary into the hand of foreigners?

8Her temple has become like amanwhowas glorious.
9Her vessels of glory are carried away into captivity. Her infants are slain

in her streets. Her youngmen are slain with the enemy’s sword.
10What nation has not inherited her palaces and taken possession of her

spoils?
11Her adornment has all been taken away. Instead of a free woman, she

has become a slave.
12 Behold, our holy things, our beauty, and our glory are laid waste. The

Gentiles have profaned them.
13Why should we live any longer?”
14 Mattathias and his sons tore their clothes, put on sackcloth, and

mourned exceedingly.
15And the king’s officers who were enforcing the apostasy came into the

city Modin to sacrifice.
16Manyof Israel came to them, andMattathias andhis sonswere gathered

together.
17 The king’s officers answered and spoke to Mattathias, saying, “You are

a ruler and an honorable and great man in this city, and strengthened with
sons and kindred.

18Now therefore come first and do the commandment of the king, as all
the nations have done, including themen of Judah and thosewho remain in
Jerusalem. You and your housewill be numbered among the king’s† friends,
and you and your sonswill be honoredwith silver and gold andmany gifts.”

19AndMattathias answered and said with a loud voice, “If all the nations
that are in the house of the king’s dominion listen to him, to fall away each
one from the worship of his fathers, and have made choice to follow his
commandments,

20 yet I and my sons and my kindred will walk in the covenant of our
fathers.

21Far be it from us that we should forsake the law and the ordinances.
22Wewill not listen to the king’s words, to turn aside from ourworship, to

the right hand, or to the left.”
23 When he had finished speaking these words, a Jew came in the sight

of all to sacrifice on the altar which was at Modin, according to the king’s
commandment.

24Mattathias saw it, so his zeal was kindled, and his guts trembled, and he
vented his wrath according to judgment, and ran and killed him upon the
altar.
* 2:2 Gr. Joannes. † 2:18 See 1Maccabees 3:38; 10:10, etc.; Compare 1Maccabees 10:65; 11:27; 2
Maccabees 8:9.
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25He killed the king’s officer, who compelled men to sacrifice, at the same
time, and pulled down the altar.

26Hewas zealous for the law, evenas Phinehasdid to Zimri the sonof Salu.
27Mattathias cried out in the city with a loud voice, saying, “Whoever is

zealous for the law andmaintains the covenant, let him followme!”
28He and his sons fled into themountains, and left all that they had in the

city.
29 Then many who sought justice and judgment went down into the

wilderness to live there—
30 they, their children, theirwives, and their livestock—because evils were

multiplied upon them.
31 It was told the king’s officers and the forces that were in Jerusalem, the

city of David, that certain men who had broken the king’s commandment
had gone down into the secret places in the wilderness;

32 and many pursued after them, and having overtaken them, they en-
campedagainst themand set the battle in array against themon the Sabbath
day.

33 They said to them, “Enough of this! Come out and do according to the
word of the king, and you will all live!”

34 They said, “We won’t come out. We won’t do the word of the king, to
profane the Sabbath day.”

35Then the enemy hurried to attack them.
36Theydidn’t answer them. Theydidn’t cast a stone at them, or block their

secret places,
37 saying, “Let’s all die in our innocence. Heaven and earth testify for us,

that you put us to death unjustly.”
38 So they attacked them on the Sabbath, and they died—they, their wives,

their children, and their livestock—in number a thousand souls of men.
39WhenMattathias and his friends found out about it, and theymourned

over them exceedingly.
40One said to another, “If we all do as our kindred have done, and don’t

fight against the Gentiles for our lives and our ordinances, they will quickly
destroy us from off the earth.”

41So they decided that day, saying, “Whoever comes against us to battle on
the Sabbath day, let’s fight against him, and we will in no way all die, as our
kindred died in the secret places.”

42 Then a company of the Hasidaeans,‡ mighty men of Israel, everyone
who offered himself willingly for the law, were gathered together to them.

43 All those who fled from the evils were added to them, and supported
them.

44 They mustered an army, and struck sinners in their anger, and lawless
men in their wrath. The rest fled to the Gentiles for safety.

45AndMattathias andhis friendswent aroundandpulleddown thealtars.
46 They forcibly circumcised the boys who were uncircumcised, as many

as they found in the coasts of Israel.
47They pursued the arrogant, and the work prospered in their hand.
48They rescued the law out of the hand of the Gentiles and out of the hand

of the kings. They never allowed the sinner to triumph.

‡ 2:42 That is, Chasidim.
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49The days of Mattathias drew near that he should die, and he said to his
sons, “Nowpride and scornhave gained strength. It is a seasonof overthrow
and indignant wrath.

50 Now, my children, be zealous for the law, and give your lives for the
covenant of your fathers.

51 Call to remembrance the deeds of our fathers which they did in their
generations; and receive great glory and an everlasting name.

52Wasn’t Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was reckoned to
him for righteousness?

53 Joseph in the time of his distress kept the commandment, and became
lord of Egypt.

54Phinehas our father, because he was exceedingly zealous, obtained the
covenant of an everlasting priesthood.

55 Joshua became a judge in Israel for fulfilling the word.
56Caleb obtained a heritage in the land for testifying in the congregation.
57 David inherited the throne of a kingdom forever and ever for being

merciful.
58Elijahwas takenup into heavenbecause hewas exceedingly zealous for

the law.
59 Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael believed, and were saved out of the

flame.
60Daniel was delivered from themouth of lions for his innocence.
61 “Thus consider fromgeneration to generation that no onewho put their

trust in himwill lack for strength.
62Don’t be afraid of the words of a sinful man; for his glory will be dung

andworms.
63 Today he will be lifted up, and tomorrow he will in no way be found,

because he has returned to dust, and his thought has perished.
64You, my children, be strong, and show yourselves men on behalf of the

law; for in it you will obtain glory.
65 Behold, Simon your brother, whom I know to be a man of counsel.

Always listen to him. He shall be a father to you.
66 JudasMaccabaeus has been strong andmighty from his youth. He shall

be your captain and shall fight§ the battle of the people.
67Rally aroundall the doers of the law, andavenge thewrongdone to your

people.
68Repay the Gentiles, and obey the commandments of the law.”
69He blessed them, and was gathered to his ancestors.
70He died in* the one hundred forty sixth year, and his sons buried him in

the tombs of his ancestors at Modin. All Israel made great lamentation for
him.

3
1His son Judas, who was calledMaccabaeus, rose up in his place.
2Allhiskindredhelpedhim, andsodidall thosewho joinedwithhis father,

and they fought with gladness the battle of Israel.
3He got his people great glory, and put on a breastplate like a giant, and

bound his warlike harness around him, and set battles in array, protecting
the armywith his sword.
§ 2:66 Some ancient authorities read you shall fight. * 2:70 circa B.C. 167.
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4Hewas like a lion in his deeds, and like a lion’s cub roaring for prey.
5 He hunted and pursued the lawless, and he burned up those who

troubled his people.
6 The lawless shrunk back for fear of him, and all the workers of lawless-

ness were very troubled, and deliverance prospered in his hand.
7He angered many kings and made Jacob glad with his acts. His memory

is blessed forever.
8He went through the cities of Judah, destroyed the ungodly* out of the

land, and turned awaywrath from Israel.
9He was renowned to the utmost part of the earth. He gathered together

those whowere ready to perish.
10 Apollonius gathered the Gentiles together with a great army from

Samaria to fight against Israel.
11 Judas learned of it, and he went out to meet him, struck him, and killed

him. Many fell wounded to death, and the rest fled.
12They took their spoils, and Judas took Apollonius’ sword, and he fought

with it all his days.
13 Seron, the commander of the army of Syria, heard that Judas had

gathered a large company, including a body of faithfulmenwho stayedwith
him, went out to war.

14He said, “Iwillmakemyself a nameand getmyself glory in the kingdom.
I will fight against Judas and thosewho arewith him, who despise the king’s
command.

15 A mighty army of the ungodly went up with him to help him, to take
vengeance on the children of Israel.

16He came near to the ascent of Bethhoron, and Judas went out to meet
himwith a small company.

17 But when they saw the army coming to meet them, they said to Judas,
“What? Shall we be able, being a small company, to fight against so great
and strong amultitude? We for our part are faint, having tasted no food this
day.”

18 Judas said, “It is an easy thing for many to be hemmed in by the hands
of a few. With† heaven it is all one, to save bymany or by few;

19 for victory in battle stands not in themultitude of an army, but strength
is from heaven.

20 They come to us in fullness of insolence and lawlessness, to destroy us
and our wives and our children, and to plunder us,

21but we fight for our lives and our laws.
22 He himself will crush them before our face; but as for you, don’t be

afraid of them.
23Nowwhen he had finished speaking, he rushed suddenly against Seron

and his army, and they were defeated before him.
24 They pursued them down the descent of Bethhoron to the plain, and

about eight hundred men of them fell; but the rest fled into the land of the
Philistines.

25 The fear of Judas and his kindred, and the dread of them, began to fall
on the nations around them.

26His fame reached the king, and every nation told of the battles of Judas.

* 3:8 Gr. out of it. † 3:18 Some ancient authorities read the God of heaven.
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27ButwhenKing Antiochus heard thesewords, hewas full of indignation;
and he sent and gathered together all the forces of his realm, an exceedingly
strong army.

28 He opened his treasury and gave his forces pay for a year, and com-
manded them to be ready for every need.

29Hesawthat themoneywasgone fromhis treasures, and that the tributes
of the country were small, because of the dissension and disaster which he
had brought upon the land, to the end that he might take away the laws
which had been from the first days.

30 He was afraid that he wouldn’t have enough as at other times for
the charges and the gifts which he used to give with a liberal hand, more
abundantly than the kings whowere before him.

31Andhewas exceedingly perplexed in hismind, andhe determined to go
into Persia, and to take the tributes of those countries, and to gather much
money.

32He left Lysias, an honorable man, and one of royal lineage, to be over
the affairs of the king from the river Euphrates to the borders of Egypt,

33and to bring up his son Antiochus, until he came again.
34Hedelivered to Lysias half of his forces and the elephants, and gave him

charge of all the things that he would have done, and concerning those who
lived in Judea and in Jerusalem,

35 that he should send an army against them to root out and destroy the
strength of Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem, and to take away their
memory from the place,

36and that he shouldmake foreigners live in all their territory, and should
divide their land to them by lot.

37The king took the half that remained of the forces, and left Antioch, his
royal city, in the one hundred forty seventh year;‡ and he passed over the
river Euphrates, and went through the upper countries.

38 Lysias chose Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias,
mighty men of the king’s friends;§

39 and with them, he sent forty thousand infantry and seven thousand
cavalry to go into the land of Judah and to destroy it, according to the word
of the king.

40They set outwith all their army, and came and encamped near Emmaus
in the plain country.

41 The merchants of the country heard of their fame, and took silver and
gold in large quantities, and fetters,* and came into the camp to take the
children of Israel for slaves. Forces of Syria andof the landof the Philistines†
joined with them.

42 Judas andhis kindred saw that evilsweremultiplied, and that the forces
were encamping in their borders. They learned about the king’s words
which he had commanded, to destroy the people andmake an end of them.

43Then they each said to his neighbor, “Let’s repair the ruins of our people.
Let’s fight for our people and the holy place.”

44 The congregation was gathered together, that they might be ready for
battle, and that theymight pray and ask for mercy and compassion.
‡ 3:37 circaB.C. 166. § 3:38 See1Maccabees 2:18. * 3:41 Most of theauthorities read servants.

† 3:41 Gr. foreigners.
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45 Jerusalemwas without inhabitant like a wilderness. There was none of
her offspring who went in or went out. The sanctuary was trampled down.
Children of foreigners were in the citadel. The Gentiles lived there. Joy was
taken away from Jacob, and the pipe and the harp ceased.

46 They gathered themselves together, and came to Mizpeh, near
Jerusalem; for in Mizpeh there used to be a place of prayer for Israel.

47 They fasted that day, put on sackcloth, put ashes on their heads, tore
their clothes,

48 and opened the book of the law, to learn about the things for which the
Gentiles consulted the images of their idols.

49They brought the priests’ garments, the first fruits, and the tithes. They
stirred up the Nazarites, who had accomplished their days.

50They cried aloud towardheaven, saying, “What shouldwedowith these
men? Where should we carry them away?

51Your holy place is trampled down and profaned. Your priests mourn in
humiliation.

52Behold, theGentiles areassembled togetheragainstus todestroyus. You
knowwhat things they imagine against us.

53Howwill we be able to stand against them, unless you help us?”
54They sounded with the trumpets, and gave a loud shout.
55 And after this Judas appointed leaders of the people: captains of

thousands, captains of hundreds, captains of fifties, and captains of tens.
56Hesaid to thosewhowerebuildinghouses,werebetrothingwives,were

planting vineyards, and were fearful, that they should return, each man to
his own house, according to the law.

57The armymarched out and encamped upon the south side of Emmaus.
58 Judas said, “Arm yourselves and be valiant men! Be ready in the

morning to fight with these Gentiles who are assembled together against us
to destroy us and our holy place.

59 For it is better for us to die in battle than to see the calamities of our
nation and the holy place.

60Nevertheless, as may be the will in heaven, so shall he do.

4
1Gorgias took five thousand infantry, a thousand chosen cavalry, and the

armymoved out at night,
2 that itmight fall upon the armyof the Jewsand strike themsuddenly. The

men of the citadel were his guides.
3 Judas heard of this, and he and the valiant men moved, that he might

strike the king’s armywhich was at Emmaus
4while the forces were still dispersed from the camp.
5 Gorgias came into the camp of Judas at night and found no man. He

sought them in the mountains; for he said, “These men are running away
from us.”

6 As soon as it was day, Judas appeared in the plain with three thousand
men. However they didn’t have the armor and swords they desired.

7 They saw the camp of the Gentiles strong and fortified, with cavalry all
around it; and these were expert in war.

8 Judas said to the men who were with him, “Don’t be afraid of their
numbers, or when they charge.
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9 Remember how our fathers were saved in the Red sea, when Pharaoh
pursued themwith an army.

10 Now let’s cry to heaven, if he will have us, and will remember the
covenant of our fathers, and destroy this army before our face today.

11Then all the Gentileswill know that there is onewho redeems and saves
Israel.

12The foreigners lifted up their eyes, and saw them coming near them.
13 They went out of the camp to battle. Those who were with Judas

sounded their trumpets
14and joined battle. The Gentiles were defeated, and fled into the plain.
15Butall those in the rear fell by the sword. Theypursued themto*Gazara,

and to the plains of Idumaea, Azotus, and Jamnia. About three thousand of
those men fell.

16Then Judas and his army returned from pursuing them;
17 and he said to the people, “Don’t be greedy for the spoils, because there

is a battle before us.
18 Gorgias and his army are near us on the mountain. But stand now

against our enemies and fight against them, and afterwards take the spoils
with boldness.”

19While Judas was finishing this speech, a part of them appeared looking
out from themountain.

20They saw that their army had been put to flight, and that the Jews were
burning the camp; for the smoke that was seen declared what was done.

21Butwhen theyperceived these things, theywere very afraid. Perceiving
also the army of Judas in the plain ready for battle,

22 they all fled into the land of the† Philistines.
23 Judas returned to plunder the camp, and they took much gold, silver,

blue, sea purple, and great riches.
24 Then they returned home, and sang a song of thanksgiving, and gave

praise to heaven, because he is good, because his mercy endures forever.
25 Israel had a great deliverance that day.
26The foreignerswho had escaped came and told Lysias all the things that

had happened.
27When he heard of it, he was confounded and discouraged, because the

things he desired hadnot been done to Israel, nor had such things happened
as the king commanded him.

28 In the next year, he gathered together sixty thousand chosen infantry
and five thousand cavalry, that hemight subdue them.

29 They came into Idumaea and encamped at Bethsura. Judas met them
with ten thousandmen.

30He saw that the army was strong, and he prayed and said, “Blessed are
you, O Savior of Israel, who defeated the attack of themightywarrior by the
hand of your servant David, and delivered the army of the‡ Philistines into
the hands of Jonathan the son of Saul, and of his armor bearer.

31 Hem in this army in the hand of your people Israel, and let them be
ashamed for their army and their cavalry.

32Give themfaintnessofheart. Cause theboldnessof their strength tomelt
away, and let them quake at their destruction.

* 4:15 Gr. Gazera. † 4:22 Gr. foreigners. ‡ 4:30 Gr. foreigners.
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33Strike them downwith the sword of those who love you, and let all who
know your name praise you with thanksgiving.”

34They joined in battle; and about five thousandmen of Lysias’ army fell.
They fell down near them.

35But when Lysias saw that his troops were put to flight, and the boldness
that had come upon those who were with Judas, and how they were ready
either to live or to die nobly, he withdrew to Antioch, and gathered together
hired soldiers, that he might come again into Judea with an even greater
army.

36But Judas and his kindred said, “Behold, our enemies are defeated. Let’s
go up to cleanse the holy place and to rededicate it.”

37All the armywas gathered together, and they went up tomount Zion.
38 They saw the sanctuary laid desolate, the altar profaned, the gates

burned up, shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest or as on one of the
mountains, and the priests’ chambers pulled down;

39 and they tore their clothes, made great lamentation, put ashes upon
their heads,

40 fell on their faces to the ground, § blewwith the solemn trumpets,* and
cried toward heaven.

41Then Judas appointed certainmen tofight against thosewhowere in the
citadel until he had cleansed the holy place.

42He chose blameless priests whowere devoted to the law;
43and they cleansed the holy place and carried the defiled stones out to an

unclean place.
44They deliberatedwhat to dowith the altar of burnt offerings, which had

been profaned.
45A good plan came into their mind, that they should pull it down, lest it

would be a reproach to them, because the Gentiles had defiled it. So they
pulled down the altar

46 and laid up the stones on the temple hill in a convenient place, until a
prophet would come to give an answer concerning them.

47 They took whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar like
the former.

48 They built the holy place and the inner parts of the house; and they
consecrated the courts.

49Theymade new holy vessels, and they brought the lampstand, the altar
of incense, and the table into the temple.

50They burned incense on the altar, and they lit the lamps that were upon
the lampstand, and they gave light in the temple.

51They set loaves upon the table, hungup the curtains, andfinished all the
work which they had done.

52 They rose up early in the morning, on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth
month, which is themonth Chislev, in† the one hundred forty eighth year,

53 and offered sacrifice according to the law on the new altar of burnt
offerings which they hadmade.

54 At the time and day the Gentiles had profaned it, even then it was
dedicated with songs, harps, lutes, and with cymbals.

55 All the people fell on their faces, worshiped, and gave praise toward
heaven, which had given them good success.

§ 4:40 Compare Numbers 31:6. * 4:40 Gr. trumpets of signals. † 4:52 circa B.C. 165.
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56They celebrated the dedication of the altar eight days, and offered burnt
offerings with gladness, and sacrificed a sacrifice of deliverance and praise.

57 They decorated the front of the temple with crowns of gold and small
shields. Theydedicated the gates and thepriests’ chambers, andmadedoors
for them.

58 There was exceedingly great gladness among the people, and the
reproach of the Gentiles was turned away.

59 Judas and his kindred and the whole congregation of Israel ordained
that the days of the dedication of the altar should be kept in their seasons
from year to year for eight days, from the twenty-fifth day of the month
Chislev, with gladness and joy.

60At that time, they fortifiedmountZionwithhighwalls and strong towers
around it, lest perhaps the Gentiles might come and trample them down, as
they had done before.

61 Judas stationed a garrison to guard it. They fortified Bethsura to keep it,
that the people might have a stronghold near Idumaea.

5
1 It came to pass, when the Gentiles all around heard that the altar had

been rebuilt and the sanctuary dedicated as before, they were exceedingly
angry.

2 They took counsel to destroy the race of Jacob that was in the midst of
them, and they began to kill and destroy among the people.

3 Judas fought against the children of Esau in Idumaea at Akrabattine,
because they besieged Israel. He struck them with a great slaughter,
humbled them, and took their spoils.

4 He remembered the wickedness of the children of* Baean, who were
a snare and a stumbling block to the people, lying in wait for them on the
highways.

5Theywere shut up by him in the towers. He encamped against them, and
destroyed themutterly, and burnedwith fire the towers of the placewith all
who were in them.

6He passed over to the children of Ammon, and found amighty band and
many people, with Timotheus for their leader.

7 He fought many battles with them, and they were defeated before his
face. He struck them,

8 and took possession of Jazer and its villages,† and returned again into
Judea.

9 The Gentiles who were in Gilead gathered themselves together against
the Israelites who were on their borders, to destroy them. They fled to the
stronghold of Dathema,

10 and sent letters to Judas and his kindred, saying, “The Gentiles who are
around us are gathered together against us to destroy us.

11They are preparing to come and get possession of the strongholdwhere
we fled for refuge, and Timotheus is the leader of their army.

12Nowtherefore comeanddeliverus fromtheirhand, formanyofushave
fallen.

* 5:4 Compare 2Maccabees 10:18-23. † 5:8 Gr. daughters. Compare Numbers 21:25.
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13All our kindredwhowere in the land of ‡Tubias have been put to death.
They have carried their wives, their children, and their stuff into captivity.
They destroyed about a thousandmen there.”

14While the letters were still being read, behold, other messengers came
from Galilee with their clothes torn, bringing a similar report,

15 saying, “People of Ptolemais, of Tyre, of Sidon, and all Galilee of the§
Gentiles have gathered together to destroy us.”

16Now when Judas and the people heard these words, a great congrega-
tion assembled together to determinewhat they should do for their kindred
whowere in distress and under attack.

17 Judas said to Simon his brother, “Choose men and go deliver your
kindred who are in Galilee, but Jonathan my brother and I will go into the
land of Gilead.”

18He left Joseph the sonof Zacharias, andAzarias, as leaders of the people,
with the remnant of the army, in Judea, to guard it.

19He commanded them, saying, “Take charge of this people, and fight no
battle with the Gentiles until we return.”

20Then three thousand men were assigned to go into Galilee with Simon,
but eight thousandmenwere assigned to Judas to go into the land of Gilead.

21Simonwent into Galilee and fought many battles with the Gentiles, and
the Gentiles were defeated before him.

22He pursued them to the gate of Ptolemais. About three thousandmen of
the Gentiles fell, and he took their spoils.

23They took to them those who were in Galilee and in Arbatta, with their
wives, their children, and all that they had, and brought them into Judea
with great gladness.

24 JudasMaccabaeusandhisbrother Jonathanpassedover the Jordan, and
went three days’ journey in the wilderness.

25 They met with the Nabathaeans, and these met them in a peaceful
manner and told them all things that had happened to their kindred in the
land of Gilead,

26and howmany of themwere shut up in Bosora, Bosor, Alema,* Casphor,
Maked, and† Carnaim—all these cities are strong and large—

27 and how they were shut up in the rest of the cities of the land of Gilead,
and that tomorrow they planned to encamp against the strongholds, and to
take them, and to destroy all these men in one day.

28 Judas and his army turned suddenly by the way of the wilderness to
Bosora; and he took the city, and killed all the males with the edge of the
sword, took all their spoils, and burned the city with fire.

29He left there at night, and went until he came to the stronghold.
30When themorning came, they lifted up their eyes and sawmany people

who couldn’t be counted, bearing ladders and engines of war, to take the
stronghold; and they were fighting against them.

31 Judas saw that the battle had begun, and that the cry of the city went up
to heaven, with trumpets and a great sound,

32and he said to themen of his army, “Fight today for your kindred!”
33Then he went out behind them in three companies. They sounded with

their trumpets and cried out in prayer.
‡ 5:13 Compare 2 Maccabees 12:17. § 5:15 Gr. foreigners. * 5:26 Compare 2 Maccabees
12:13. † 5:26 compare 2Maccabees 12:21.
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34And the army of Timotheus perceived that it wasMaccabaeus, and they
fled from before him. He struck them with a great slaughter. About eight
thousandmen of them fell on that day.

35 He turned away to Mizpeh and fought against it, took it, killed all its
males, took its spoils, and burned it with fire.

36From there hemarched and took‡ Casphor, Maked, Bosor, and the other
cities of the land of Gilead.

37 Now after these things, Timotheus gathered another army and en-
camped near Raphon beyond the brook.

38 Judas sent men to spy on the army; and they brought himword, saying,
“All the Gentiles who are around us are gathered together to them, an
exceedingly great army.

39They have hired Arabians to help them, and are encamped beyond the
brook, ready to come against you to battle.” So Judas went to meet them.

40 Timotheus said to the captains of his army when Judas and his army
drew near to the brook of water, “If he crosses over to us first, we won’t be
able to withstand him, for he will certainly defeat us;

41 but if he is afraid, and encamps beyond the river, we will cross over to
him, and defeat him.”

42Nowwhen Judas came near to thewater brook, he caused the scribes of
the people to remain by the brook, and commanded them, saying, “Allowno
man to encamp, but let all come to the battle.”

43Thenhe crossed over thefirst against them, and all the people after him;
and all the Gentiles were defeated before his face, and threw away their
weapons, and fled to the temple at §Carnaim.

44They took the city andburned the templewithfire, togetherwithallwho
were in it. Carnaimwas subdued. They couldn’t stand any longer before the
face of Judas.

45 Judas gathered together all Israel, those whowere in the land of Gilead,
from the least to the greatest,with theirwives, their children, and their stuff,
an exceedingly great army, that theymight come into the land of Judah.

46 They came as far as Ephron, and this same city was large and very
strong. It was on the road where they were going. They couldn’t turn away
fromit on the righthandoron the left, butneeded topass through themiddle
of it.

47The people of the city shut them out and blocked the gates with stones.
48 Judas sent to them with words of peace, saying, “We will pass through

your land to go into our own land, and no one will harm you. We will only
pass by on our feet.” But they wouldn’t open to him.

49Then Judas commandedproclamation to bemade in the army, that each
man should encamp in the place where he was.

50 So the men of the army encamped, and fought against the city all that
day and all that night, and the city was delivered into his hands.

51He destroyed all the males with the edge of the sword, razed the city,
took its plunder, and passed through the city over those whowere slain.

52They went over the Jordan into the great plain near Bethshan.
53And Judas gathered together those who lagged behind and encouraged

the people all the way through, until he came into the land of Judah.

‡ 5:36 See 1Maccabees 5:26 § 5:43 See 1Maccabees 5:26.
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54 They went up to mount Zion with gladness and joy, and offered whole
burnt offerings, because not so much as one of them was slain until they
returned in peace.

55 In the days when Judas and Jonathan were in the land of Gilead, and
Simon his brother in Galilee before Ptolemais,

56 Joseph the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, rulers of the army, heard of
their exploits and of the war, and what things they had done.

57They said, “Let’s also get us a name, and let’s gofight against theGentiles
who are around us.”

58So theygaveorders to themenof thearmy thatwaswith them, andwent
toward Jamnia.

59Gorgias and his men came out of the city to meet them in battle.
60 Joseph and Azarias were put to flight, and were pursued to the borders

of Judea. About two thousandmen of Israel fell on that day.
61 There was a great overthrow among the people, because they didn’t

listen to Judas and his kindred, thinking to do some exploit.
62But theywere not of the family of thosemenbywhose handdeliverance

was given to Israel.
63 The man Judas and his kindred were glorified exceedingly in the sight

of all Israel, and of all the Gentiles, wherever their namewas heard of.
64Men gathered together to them, acclaiming them.
65 Judas and his kindred went out and fought against the children of Esau

in the land toward the south. He struck Hebron and its villages,* pulled
down its strongholds, and burned its towers all around.

66Hemarched to go into the land of the† Philistines, and hewent through‡
Samaria.

67 In that day certain priests, desiring to do exploits there, were slain in
battle, when they went out to battle unadvisedly.

68 But Judas turned toward Azotus, to the land of the§ Philistines, pulled
down their altars, burned the carved images of their godswith fire, took the
plunder of their cities, and returned into the land of Judah.

6
1KingAntiochuswas traveling through the upper countries; and he heard

that in Elymais in Persia therewas a city renowned for riches, for silver and
gold,

2 and that the temple which was in it was exceedingly rich, and that in
it were golden shields, breastplates, and weapons which Alexander, son of
Philip, theMacedonianking,whoreignedfirstamong theGreeks, leftbehind
there.

3So he came and tried to take the city and to pillage it; andhewas not able,
because his plan was known to them of the city,

4 and they rose up against him in battle. He fled and returned to Babylon
with great disappointment.

5Thensomeonecame intoPersiabringinghimnews that thearmieswhich
went against the land of Judah had been put to flight,

* 5:65 Gr. daughters. Compare Numbers 21:25. † 5:66 Gr. foreigners. ‡ 5:66 Or, Marisa See
Josephus, Antiquities 12:8. 6, and 2Maccabees 12:35. § 5:68 Gr. foreigners.
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6and thatLysiaswentfirstwitha strongarmyandwasput to shamebefore
them, and that they had grown strong because of weapons, power, and a
supply of plunder which they took from the armies that they had cut off,

7and that they had pulled down the abominationwhich he had built upon
the altar thatwas in Jerusalem, and that they had surrounded the sanctuary
with high walls, as before, and also Bethsura, his city.

8 It came to pass, when the king heard thesewords, hewas astonished and
moved exceedingly. He laid himself down on his bed, and fell sick for grief,
because it had not turned out for him as he had planned.

9He was there many days, because great grief continually gripped him,
and he realized that he would die.

10He called for all his* friends, and said to them, “Sleep departs frommy
eyes, andmy heart fails because of worry.

11 I said in my heart, ‘To what suffering I have come! How great a flood it
is that I’m in, now! For I was gracious and loved inmy power.’

12But now I remember the evils which I did at Jerusalem, and that I took
all the vessels of silver and gold that were in it, and sent out to destroy the
inhabitants of Judah without a cause.

13 I perceive that it is because of this that these evils have come upon me.
Behold, I am perishing through great grief in a strange land.”

14 Then he called for Philip, one of his† friends, and set him over all his
kingdom.

15He gave him his crown, his robe, and his signet ring, so that he could
guide Antiochus his son, and nourish him up that hemight be king.

16Then King Antiochus died there in the one hundred forty-ninth year.‡
17WhenLysias learned that the kingwas dead, he set upAntiochus his son

to reign, whom he had nourished up being young, and he called his name
Eupator.

18 Those who were in the citadel kept hemming Israel in around the
sanctuary, and always sought to harm them and to strengthen the Gentiles.

19 Judas planned to destroy them, and called all the people together to
besiege them.

20 They were gathered together, and besieged them in§ the one hundred
fiftieth year, and hemademounds to shoot from, and engines of war.

21Some of thosewhowere hemmed in came out, and some of the ungodly
men of Israel were joined to them.

22 They went to the king, and said, “How long will you not execute
judgment, and avenge our kindred?

23We were willing to serve your father and to live by his words, and to
follow his commandments.

24 Because of this, the children of our people besieged the citadel* and
were alienated from us; but as many of us as they could catch, they killed,
and plundered our inheritances.

25Not against us only did they stretch out their hand, but also against all
their borders.

26 Behold, they are encamped this day against the citadel at Jerusalem to
take it. They have fortified the sanctuary and Bethsura.

* 6:10 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. † 6:14 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 6:16 Circa B.C. 164. § 6:20
circa B.C. 163. * 6:24 Gr. it.
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27 If youdon’t quickly prevent them, theywill do greater things than these,
and you won’t be able to control them.

28When the king heard this, he was angry, and gathered together all his†
friends, the rulers of his army, and those whowere over the cavalry.

29 Bands of hired soldiers came to him from other kingdoms and from
islands of the sea.

30 The number of his forces was one hundred thousand infantry, and
twenty thousand cavalry, and thirty-two elephants trained for war.

31 They went through Idumaea, and encamped against Bethsura, and
fought against it many days, and made engines of war. The Jews came out
and burned themwith fire, and fought valiantly.

32 Judas marched away from the citadel and encamped at Bethzacharias,
near the king’s camp.

33The king rose early in themorning, andmarched his army‡ at full speed
along the road to Bethzacharias. His forcesmade themselves ready to battle
and sounded their trumpets.

34They offered the elephants the juice of grapes andmulberries, that they
might prepare them for the battle.

35 They distributed the animals among the phalanxes. They set by each
elephant a thousandmen armed with coats of mail and helmets of brass on
theirheads. Fivehundredchosencavalrywereappointed for eachelephant.

36 These were ready beforehand, wherever the elephant was. Wherever
the elephant went, they went with it. They didn’t leave it.

37 Strong, covered wooden towers were upon them, one upon each ele-
phant, fastened upon it with secure harnesses. Upon eachwere four valiant
menwho fought upon them, beside his Indian driver.

38The rest of the cavalry he set on this side and that side on the two flanks
of the army, striking terror into the enemy, and protected by the phalanxes.

39 Now when the sun shone upon the shields of gold and brass, the
mountains lit up, and blazed like flaming torches.

40Apart of the king’s armywas spreadupon thehighhills and someon the
low ground, and they went on firmly and in order.

41 All who heard the noise of their multitude, the marching of the
multitude, and the rattling of the weapons trembled; for the army was
exceedingly great and strong.

42 Judas and his army drew near for battle, and six hundred men of the
king’s army fell.

43 Eleazar, who was called Avaran, saw one of the animals armed with
royalbreastplates, and itwas taller thanall theanimals, and theking seemed
to be on it.

44He gave his life to deliver his people, and to get himself an everlasting
name.

45He ran upon him courageously into themidst of the phalanx, and killed
on the right handandon the left, and theyparted away fromhimon this side
and on that.

46He crept under the elephant, and stabbed it from beneath, and killed it.
The elephant fell to the earth upon him, and he died there.

† 6:28 See 1Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 6:33 Or, itself eager for the fight
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47They saw the strength of the kingdom and the fierce attack of the army,
and turned away from them.

48But the soldiers of the king’s army went up to Jerusalem to meet them,
and the king encamped toward Judea and towardmount Zion.

49 He made peace with the people of Bethsura. He came out of the city
because theyhadno food there to endure the siege, because itwas a Sabbath
to the land.

50The king took Bethsura, and appointed a garrison there to keep it.
51Heencampedagainst the sanctuarymanydays; and set theremounds to

shoot from, and engines of war, and machines for throwing fire and stones,
and weapons to throw darts, and slings.

52The Jews alsomade engines ofwar against their engines, and fought for
many days.

53But there was no food in the sanctuary, because it was the seventh year,
and those who fled for safety into Judea from among the Gentiles had eaten
up the rest of the stores.

54There were only a few people left in the sanctuary, because the famine
prevailed against them, and theywere scattered, eachman to his ownplace.

55 Lysias heard that Philip, whom Antiochus the king, while he was yet
alive, appointed to raise his son Antiochus to be king,

56had returned fromPersia andMedia, andwith him the forces that went
with the king, and that he was seeking to take control of the government.

57He made haste, and gave orders to depart. He said to the king and the
leaders of the army and to the men, “We get weaker daily, our food is scant,
theplacewhereweencamp is strong, and the affairs of thekingdom lieupon
us.

58 Now therefore let’s negotiate with these men, and make peace with
them andwith all their nation,

59 and covenant with them, that they may walk after their own laws, as
before; forbecauseof their lawswhichweabolished theywereangered, and
did all these things.”

60Thespeechpleased thekingand theprinces, andhesent to themtomake
peace; and they accepted it.

61The king and the princes swore to them. On these conditions, they came
out from the stronghold.

62Then the king entered intomount Zion. He saw the strength of the place,
and broke the oath which he had sworn, and gave orders to pull down the
wall all around.

63 Then he left in haste and returned to Antioch, and found Philip master
of the city. He fought against him, and took the city by force.

7
1 In the one hundred fifty first year,* Demetrius the son of Seleucus came

out of Rome, and went up with a few men to a city by the sea, and reigned
there.

2 It came to pass, when he would go into the house of the kingdom of his
fathers, that the army laid hands on Antiochus and Lysias, to bring them to
him.

3 The thing became known to him, and he said, “Don’t show me their
faces!”
* 7:1 circa B.C. 162.
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4 So the army killed them. Then Demetrius sat upon the throne of his
kingdom.

5All the lawless andungodlymenof Israel came to him. Alcimuswas their
leader, desiring to be high priest.

6They accused the people to the king, saying, “Judas and his kindred have
destroyed all your friends, and have scattered us from our own land.

7Now therefore send amanwhomyou trust, and let him go and see all the
destruction which he has brought on us and the king’s country, and how he
has punished them and all who helped them.”

8 So the king chose Bacchides, one of the king’s† friends, who was ruler
in the country beyond the river, and was a great man in the kingdom, and
faithful to the king.

9He sent him and that ungodly Alcimus, whom he made the high priest;
and he commanded him to take vengeance upon the children of Israel.

10Theymarched away and camewith a great army into the land of Judah.
He sentmessengers to Judas andhis kindredwithwordsof peacedeceitfully.

11They paid no attention to their words; for they saw that they had come
with a great army.

12A group of scribes gathered together to Alcimus and Bacchides to seek
just terms.

13The‡Hasidaeanswere the first among the children of Israel who sought
peace from them,

14 for they said, “One who is a priest of the seed of Aaron has come with
the army, and he will do us no wrong.”

15 He spoke with them words of peace, and swore to them, saying, “We
won’t seek to harm you or your friends.”

16They trusted him. Then he seized sixty men of them, and killed them in
one day, according to the word which was written,
17 § The flesh of your saints

and their blood was shed all around Jerusalem,
and there was no one to bury them.

18 The fear and the dread of them fell upon all the people, for they
said, “There is neither truth nor justice in them; for they have broken the
covenant and the oath which they swore.”

19Bacchides withdrew from Jerusalem, and encamped in Bezeth. He sent
and seized many of the deserters who were with him, and some of the
people, and he killed them, throwing them into a large pit.

20He placed Alcimus in charge of the country and left with him a force to
aid him. Then Bacchides went away to the king.

21Alcimus struggled to maintain his high priesthood.
22All thosewho troubled their people joined him, and they took control of

the land of Judah, and did great damage in Israel.
23 Judas sawall thewrongs thatAlcimusandhis companyhaddoneamong

the children of Israel, evenmore than the Gentiles.
24Hewent out into all theborders of Judeaand tookvengeanceon themen

who had deserted from him, and they were restrained from going out into
the country.

† 7:8 See 1Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 7:13 That is, Chasidim. § 7:17 Psalms 79:2, 3.
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25 But when Alcimus saw that Judas and his company had grown strong,
and knew that he was not able to withstand them, he returned to the king,
and brought evil accusations against them.

26 *Then the king sent Nicanor, one of his honorable princes, a man who
hated Israel and was their enemy, and commanded him to destroy the
people.

27Nicanor came to Jerusalem with a great army. He sent to Judas and his
kindred deceitfully with words of peace, saying,

28 “Let there be no battle betweenme and you; Iwill comewith a fewmen,
that I may see your faces in peace.”

29He came to Judas, and they saluted one another peaceably. The enemies
were ready to seize Judas by violence.

30 This was known to Judas, that he came to him with deceit, and he was
very afraid of him, and would see his face nomore.

31Nicanor found out that his plan was disclosed; and he went out to meet
Judas in battle beside Capharsalama.

32About five hundredmenofNicanor’s army fell, and the rest fled into the
city of David.

33After these things, Nicanor went up to mount Zion. Some of the priests
came out of the sanctuary, with some of the elders of the people, to salute
him peaceably, and to show him the whole burned sacrifice that was being
offered for the king.

34 He mocked them, laughed at them, derided them shamefully,† spoke
arrogantly,

35 and swore in a rage, saying, “Unless Judas and his army are now
delivered intomy hands, it shall be that, if I return safely, I will burn up this
house!” And he went out in a great rage.

36 The priests entered in, and stood before the altar and the temple; and
they wept, and said,

37 “You chose this house to be called by your name, to be a house of prayer
and supplication for your people.

38Takevengeanceon thismanandhisarmy, and let themfall by the sword.
Remember their blasphemies, and don’t allow them to live any longer.”

39 Then Nicanor went out from Jerusalem and encamped in Bethhoron,
and there the Syrian armymet him.

40 Judas encamped in Adasa with three thousand men. Judas prayed and
said,

41“When thosewho came from thekingblasphemed, your angelwent out,
and struck among them one hundred eighty-five thousand.

42 Even so, crush this army before us today, and let all the rest know that
he has spoken wickedly against your sanctuary. Judge him according to his
wickedness.”

43 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, the armies met in battle.
Nicanor’s armywasdefeated, andhehimselfwas thefirst to fall in thebattle.

44Nowwhen his army saw that Nicanor had fallen, they threw away their
weapons and fled.

45 They pursued them a day’s journey from Adasa until you come to‡
Gazara, and they sounded an alarm after themwith the signal trumpets.

* 7:26 See 2Maccabees 14:12. † 7:34 Gr. polluted them. ‡ 7:45 Gr. Gazera.
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46Men came out of all the surrounding villages of Judea, and outflanked
them. These turned thembackon those, and they all fell by the sword. There
wasn’t one of them left.

47 The Jews took the spoils and the booty, and they cut off Nicanor’s head
and his right hand, which he had stretched out so arrogantly, and brought
them, and hung them up beside Jerusalem.

48 The people were exceedingly glad, and they kept that day as a day of
great gladness.

49 §They ordained to keep this day year by year on the thirteenth day of
Adar.

50 So the land of Judah had rest a few days.

8
1 Judas heard of the fame of the Romans, that they are valiant men, and

have pleasure in all who join themselves to them, andmake friends with all
who come to them,

2 and that they are valiant men. They told him of their wars and exploits
which they do among the Gauls, and how they conquered them, and forced
them to pay tribute;

3andwhat things theydid in the landof Spain, that theymight take control
of the silver and goldmines which were there;

4andhowby theirpolicyandpersistence theyconqueredall theplace (and
the place was exceedingly far from them), and the kings who came against
them from theuttermost part of the earth, until theyhaddefeated them, and
struck them severely; and how the rest give them tribute year by year.

5Philip, and Perseus, king of Chittim, and those who lifted up themselves
against them, they defeated in battle, and conquered them.

6Antiochusalso, the great kingofAsia, cameagainst themtobattle, having
one hundred twenty elephants, with cavalry, chariots, and an exceedingly
great army, and he was defeated by them.

7 They took him alive, and decreed that both he and those who reigned
after him should give them a great tribute, and should give hostages, and a
parcel of land from the best of their provinces:

8 the countries of India, Media, and Lydia. They took them from him, and
gave them to King Eumenes.

9 Judas heard how the Greeks planned to come and destroy them,
10 but this became known to them, and they sent against them a general

who fought against them, and many of them fell down wounded to death,
and they made captive their wives and their children, and plundered
them, and conquered their land, and pulled down their strongholds, and
plundered them, and brought them into bondage to this day.

11The remaining kingdoms and islands, as many as rose up against them
at any time, they destroyed andmade them to be their servants;

12butwith their friends and thosewho relied on them they stayed friends.
They conquered the kingdoms that were near and those that were far off,
and all that heard of their famewere afraid of them.

13Moreover, whoever they desired to help and to make kings, these they
make kings; and whoever they desired, they depose. They are exalted
exceedingly.

§ 7:49 See 2Maccabees 15:36.
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14 For all this, none of them ever put on a crown, neither did they clothe
themselves with purple, as a display of grandeur.

15 Judas heard how they hadmade for themselves a senate house, and day
by day, three hundred twenty men sat in council, consulting always for the
people, to the end theymight be well governed,

16 and how they commit their government to one man year by year, that
he should rule over them, and control all their country, and all are obedient
to that one, and there is neither envy nor emulation among them.

17 So Judas chose Eupolemus the son of John, the son of Accos, and Jason
the son of Eleazar, and sent them to Rome, to establish friendship and
alliance with them,

18 and that they should free the yoke from themselves; for they saw that
the kingdom of the Greeks kept Israel in bondage.

19Then they went to Rome, a very long journey, and they entered into the
senate house, and said,

20 “Judas, who is also called Maccabaeus, and his kindred, and the people
of the Jews, have sent us to you, tomake an alliance and peacewith you, and
that wemight be registered as your allies and friends.”

21This thing was pleasing to them.
22This is the copy of the writing which they wrote back again on tables of

brass, and sent to Jerusalem, that itmight bewith them there for amemorial
of peace and alliance:

23 “Good success be to the Romans, and to the nation of the Jews, by sea
and by land forever. May the sword and the enemy be far from them.

24But ifwararises forRomefirst, oranyof theirallies inall theirdominion,
25 the nation of the Jews shall help them as allies, as the occasion shall

indicate to them, with all their heart.
26 To those who make war upon them, they shall not give supplies, food,

weapons, money, or ships, as it has seemed good to Rome, and they shall
keep their ordinances without taking anything in return.

27 In the same way, moreover, if war comes first upon the nation of the
Jews, the Romans shall willingly help them as allies, as the occasion shall
indicate to them;

28 and to those who are fighting with them, there shall not be given food,
weapons, money, or ships, as it has seemed good to Rome. They shall keep
these ordinances, and that without deceit.

29 According to these terms, the Romans made a treaty with the Jewish
people.

30 But if hereafter the one party and the other shall determine to add or
diminish anything, they shall do it at their pleasure, and whatever they add
or take away shall be ratified.

31 Concerning the evils which King Demetrius is doing to them, we have
written to him, saying, ‘Whyhave youmade your yoke heavy on our friends
and allies the Jews?

32 If therefore they plead any more against you, we will do them justice,
and fight with you on sea and on land.’ ”

9
1Demetrius heard that Nicanor had fallenwith his forces in battle, and he

sent Bacchides and Alcimus again into the land of Judah a second time, and
the right wing of his armywith them.
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2 They went by the way that leads to Gilgal, and encamped against
Mesaloth, which is in Arbela, and took possession of it, and killed many
people.

3 The first month of the one hundred fifty-second year, * they encamped
against Jerusalem.

4 Then they marched away and went to Berea with twenty thousand
infantry and two thousand cavalry.

5 Judas was encamped at Elasa with three thousand chosenmen.
6They saw themultitude of the forces, that theyweremany, and theywere

terrified. Many slipped away out of the army. There were not left of them
more than eight hundredmen.

7 Judas saw that his army slipped away and that the battle pressed upon
him, and he was very troubled in spirit, because he had no time to gather
them together, and he became faint.

8 He said to those who were left, “Let’s arise and go up against our
adversaries, if perhaps wemay be able to fight with them.”

9They tried to dissuade him, saying, “There is nowaywe are able; but let’s
rather save our lives now. Let’s return again with our kindred, and fight
against them; but we are too few.”

10 Judas said, “Let it not be so that I should do this thing, to flee from them.
If our time has come, let’s die in amanlyway for our kindred’s sake, and not
leave a cause of reproach against our honor.”

11 The army marched out from the camp, and stood to encounter them.
The cavalry was divided into two companies, and the slingers and the
archerswentbefore thearmy, andall themightymen that fought in the front
of the battle.

12 Bacchides was in the right wing. The phalanx advanced on the two
parts, and they blewwith their trumpets.

13 The men by Judas’ side sounded with their trumpets, and the earth
shookwith the shout of the armies, and the battlewas joined, and continued
frommorning until evening.

14 Judas saw that Bacchides and the strength of his armywere on the right
side, and all that were brave in heart went with him,

15and the right wing was defeated by them, and he pursued after them to
themount Azotus.

16 Those who were on the left wing saw that the right wing was defeated,
and they turnedand followed in the footstepsof Judasandof thosewhowere
with him.

17 The battle became desparate, and many on both sides fell wounded to
death.

18 Judas fell, and the rest fled.
19 Jonathan and Simon took Judas their brother, and buried him in the

tomb of his ancestors at Modin.
20 They wept for him. All Israel made great lamentation for him, and

mournedmany days, and said,
21 “How is themighty fallen, the savior of Israel!”
22 The rest of the acts of Judas, and his wars, and the valiant deeds which

he did, and his greatness, are not written; for they were exceedingly many.

* 9:3 circa B.C. 161.
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23 It came to pass after the death of Judas, that the lawless emergedwithin
all the borders of Israel. All those who did iniquity rose up.

24 In those days there was an exceedingly great famine, and the country
went over to their side.

25Bacchides chose the ungodlymen andmade them rulers of the country.
26They inquired and searched for the friends of Judas, and brought them

to Bacchides, and he took vengeance on them and used them despitefully.
27 There was great suffering in Israel, such as was not since the time

prophets stopped appearing to them.
28 All the friends of Judas were gathered together, and they said to

Jonathan,
29 “Since your brother Judas has died, we have no man like him to go out

against our enemies andBacchides, andamong thoseof ournationwhohate
us.

30Now therefore we have chosen you this day to be our prince and leader
in his place, that youmay fight our battles.”

31 So Jonathan took the governance upon him at that time, and rose up in
the place of his brother Judas.

32When Bacchides found out, he tried to kill him.
33 Jonathan, and Simon his brother, and all who were with him, knew it;

and they fled into the wilderness of Tekoah, and encamped by the water of
the pool of Asphar.

34 Bacchides found this out on the Sabbath day, and came—he and all his
army—over the Jordan.

35 Jonathan sent his brother, a leader of the multitude, and implored his
friends the Nabathaeans, that they might store their baggage, which was
much, with them.

36The children of Jambri came out ofMedaba, and seized John and all that
he had, and went their way with it.

37 But after these things, they brought word to Jonathan and Simon his
brother that the children of Jambri were celebrating a great wedding, and
were bringing the bride, a daughter of one of the great nobles of Canaan,
fromNadabath with a large escort.

38They remembered John their brother, andwent up, and hid themselves
under the cover of themountain.

39 They lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw a great procession with
much baggage. The bridegroom came out with his friends and his kindred
to meet themwith timbrels, musicians, andmanyweapons.

40 They rose up against them from their ambush and killed them, and
many fell wounded to death. The remnant fled into the mountain, and the
Jews took all their spoils.

41 So the wedding was turned into mourning, and the voice of their
musicians into lamentation.

42 They avenged fully the blood of their brother, and turned back to the
marshes of the Jordan.

43 Bacchides heard it, and he came on the Sabbath day to the banks of
Jordan with a great army.

44 Jonathan said tohis company, “Let’s standupnowandfight for our lives,
for things are different today than they were yesterday and the day before.
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45 For, behold, the battle is before us and behind us. Moreover the water
of the Jordan is on this side and on that side, and marsh and thicket. There
is no place to escape.

46Now therefore cry to heaven, that youmay be delivered out of the hand
of your enemies.”

47 So the battle was joined, and Jonathan stretched out his hand to strike
Bacchides, and he turned away back from him.

48 Jonathan and thosewhowerewith him leapt into the Jordan, and swam
over to the other side. The enemy didn’t pass over the Jordan against them.

49About a thousandmen of Bacchides’ company fell that day;
50 and he returned to Jerusalem. They built strong cities in Judea, the

stronghold that was in Jericho, and Emmaus, Bethhoron, Bethel, Timnath,
Pharathon, and Tephon, with high walls and gates and bars.

51He set garrisons in them to harass Israel.
52He fortified the city Bethsura, Gazara, and the citadel, and put troops

and stores of food in them.
53He took the sons of the chief men of the country for hostages, and put

them under guard in the citadel at Jerusalem.
54And in the one hundred fifty-third year,† in the second month, Alcimus

gave orders to pull down thewall of the inner court of the sanctuary. He also
pulled down the works of the prophets.

55Hebegan to pull down. At that timewasAlcimus stricken, andhisworks
were hindered; and his mouth was stopped, and he was taken with a palsy,
and he could nomore speak anything and give orders concerning his house.

56Alcimus died at that time with great torment.
57Bacchides saw thatAlcimuswasdead, andhe returned to theking. Then

the land of Judah had rest for two years.
58 Then all the lawless men took counsel, saying, “Behold, Jonathan and

his men are dwelling at ease and in security. Now therefore we will bring
Bacchides, and he will capture them all in one night.

59They went and consulted with him.
60Hemarched out and camewith a great army, and sent letters secretly to

all his allies who were in Judea, that they should seize Jonathan and those
who were with him; but they couldn’t, because their plan was known to
them.

61 Jonathan’s men seized about fifty of the men of the country who were
authors of the wickedness, and he killed them.

62 Jonathan, Simon, and thosewhowerewith him,went away to Bethbasi,
which is in thewilderness, andhebuilt up thatwhichhadbeenpulleddown,
and theymade it strong.

63Bacchides foundout about it, andhe gathered together all hismultitude,
and sent orders to those whowere of Judea.

64 He went and encamped against Bethbasi and fought against it many
days, andmade engines of war.

65 Jonathan lefthisbrotherSimon in thecity, andwentout into thecountry,
and he went with a fewmen.

66 He struck Odomera and his kindred, and the children of Phasiron in
their tents.
† 9:54 circa B.C. 160.
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67 They began to strike them, and to go up with their forces. Then Simon
and thosewhowerewith himwent out of the city, and set the engines ofwar
on fire,

68 and fought against Bacchides, and he was defeated by them. They
afflicted him severely; for his counsel and expedition was in vain.

69 They were very angry with the lawless men who gave him counsel to
come into the country, and they killed many of them. Then he decided to
depart into his own land.

70 Jonathan learned of this and sent ambassadors to him, to the end that
they should make peace with him, and that he should restore to them the
captives.

71He accepted the thing, and did according to hiswords, and swore to him
that he would not seek his harm all the days of his life.

72He restored to him the captives which he had taken before out of the
land of Judah, and he returned and departed into his own land, and didn’t
come anymore into their borders.

73 Thus the sword ceased from Israel. Jonathan lived at Michmash.
Jonathan began to judge the people; and he destroyed the ungodly out of
Israel.

10
1 In the one hundred sixtieth year,* Alexander Epiphanes, the son of

Antiochus, went up and took possession of Ptolemais. They received him,
and he reigned there.

2King Demetrius heard about this, and he gathered together exceedingly
great forces, and went out to meet him in battle.

3Demetrius sent a letter to Jonathan with words of peace, so as to honor
him.

4 For he said, “Let’s go beforehand to make peace with them, before he
makes peace with Alexander against us;

5 for he will remember all the evils that we have done against him, and to
his kindred and to his nation.”

6 So he gave him authority to gather together forces, and to provide
weapons, and that he should be his ally. He also commanded that they
should release the hostages that were in the citadel to him.

7 Jonathan came to Jerusalem, and read the letter in the hearing of all the
people, and of those whowere in the citadel.

8 They were very afraid when they heard that the king had given him
authority to gather together an army.

9 Those in the citadel released the hostages to Jonathan, and he restored
them to their parents.

10 Jonathan lived in Jerusalem and began to build and renew the city.
11He commanded those who did the work to build the walls and encircle

Mount Zion with† square stones for defense; and they did so.
12The foreigners who were in the strongholds which Bacchides had built

fled away.
13Eachman left his place and departed into his own land.
14Only at Bethsura, there were left some of those who had forsaken the

law and the commandments, for it was a place of refuge to them.

* 10:1 circa B.C. 153. † 10:11 So the versions and Josephus. Gr. four-foot stones.
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15 King Alexander heard all the promises which Demetrius had sent to
Jonathan. They told him of the battles and the valiant deeds which he and
his kindred had done, and of the troubles which they had endured.

16Sohe said, “Couldwefindanotherman likehim? Nowwewillmakehim
our‡ friend and ally.”

17Hewrote a letter and sent it to him, in these words, saying,
18 “King Alexander to his brother Jonathan, greetings.
19We have heard of you, that you are amightyman of valour, andworthy

to be our§ friend.
20Nowwehaveappointedyou thisday tobehighpriest of yournation, and

to be called the king’s* friend, and to take our side, and to keep friendship
with us.” He also sent to him a purple robe and a golden crown.

21And Jonathan put on the holy garments in the seventhmonth of the one
hundred sixtieth year,† at the feast of tabernacles; and he gathered together
forces and provided weapons in abundance.

22When Demetrius heard these things, he was grieved and said,
23 “What is this that we have done, that Alexander has gotten ahead of us

in establishing friendship with the Jews to strengthen himself?
24 I also will write to them words of encouragement and of honor and of

gifts, that theymay be withme to aidme.”
25 So he sent to them this message:
“King Demetrius to the nation of the Jews, greetings.
26 Since as you have kept your covenants with us, and continued in our

friendship, and have not joined yourselves to our enemies, we have heard
of this, and are glad.

27Nowcontinue still to keep faithwithus, andwewill repayyouwith good
in return for your dealings with us.

28Wewill grant youmany immunities and give you gifts.
29 “Now I free you and release all the Jews from the tributes, from the salt

tax, and from the crown levies.
30 Instead of the third part of the seed, and instead of half of the fruit of the

trees, which falls to me to receive, I release it from this day and henceforth,
so that I will not take it from the land of Judah, and from the three districts
which are added to it from the country of Samaria andGalilee, from this day
forth and for all time.

31Let Jerusalem be holy and free, with her borders, tithes, and taxes.
32 I yield up also my authority over the citadel which is at Jerusalem, and

give it to the high priest, that he may appoint in it men whom he chooses to
keep it.

33 Every soul of the Jews who has been carried captive from the land of
Judah into any part of my kingdom, I set at liberty without payment. Let all
officials also cancel the taxes on their livestock.

34 “All the feasts, the Sabbaths, new moons, appointed days, three days
before a feast, and three days after a feast, let them all be days of immunity
and release for all the Jews who are inmy kingdom.

‡ 10:16 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. § 10:19 See 1 Maccabees 2:18.
Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. * 10:20 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65.
† 10:21 circa B.C. 153.
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35No man shall have authority to exact anything from any of them, or to
trouble them concerning anymatter.

36 “Let there be enrolled among the king’s forces about thirty thousand
men of the Jews, and pay shall be given to them, as is due to all the king’s
forces.

37Of them, some shall be placed in the king’s great strongholds, and some
of them shall be placed over the affairs of the kingdom, which are positions
of trust. Let those who are over them and their rulers be of themselves, and
let themwalk after their own laws, even as the king has commanded in the
land of Judah.

38 “The three districts that have been added to Judea from the country of
Samaria, let them be annexed to Judea, that they may be reckoned to be
under one ruler, that they may not obey any other authority than the high
priest’s.

39 As for Ptolemais and its land, I have given it as a gift to the sanctuary
that is at Jerusalem, for the expenses of the sanctuary.

40 I also give every year fifteen thousand shekels of silver from the king’s
revenues from the places that are appropriate.

41And all the additional funds which those whomanage the king’s affairs
didn’t pay as in the first years, they shall give fromnowon toward theworks
of the temple.

42 Besides this, the five thousand shekels of silver which they received
fromtheusesof the sanctuary fromtherevenueyearbyyear isalso released,
because it belongs to the priests whominister there.

43Whoever flees to the temple that is at Jerusalem, and within all of its
borders, whether one owe money to the king, or any other matter, let them
go free, along with all that they have inmy kingdom.

44 For the building and renewing of the structures of the sanctuary, the
expense shall also be given out of the king’s revenue.

45For thebuildingof thewalls of Jerusalemand fortifying it all around, the
expense shall also be given out of the king’s revenue, also for the building of
the walls in Judea.”

46 Now when Jonathan and the people heard these words, they gave no
credence to them, and didn’t accept them, because they remembered the
great evil which he had done in Israel, and that he had afflicted them very
severely.

47 They were well pleased with Alexander, because he was the first who
spoke words of peace to them, and they were allies with him always.

48 King Alexander gathered together great forces and encamped near
Demetrius.

49 The two kings joined battle, and the army of Alexander fled; and
Demetrius followed after him, and prevailed against them.

50He strengthened the battle exceedingly until the sun went down; and
Demetrius fell that day.

51Alexander sentambassadors toPtolemykingofEgyptwith thismessage:
52 “Since I have returned to my kingdom, and am seated on the throne

of my fathers, and have established my dominion, and have overthrown
Demetrius, and have taken possession of our country—

53 yes, I joined the battle with him, and he and his army were defeated by
us, and we sat on the throne of his kingdom—
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54 now also let’s make friends with one another. Give me now your
daughter as my wife. I will be joined with you, and will give both you and
her gifts worthy of you.”

55 Ptolemy the king answered, saying, “Happy is the day you returned to
the land of your ancestors and sat on the throne of their kingdom.

56Now Iwill do to you as you havewritten, butmeetme at Ptolemais, that
wemay see one another; and I will join with you, even as you have said.”

57 So Ptolemy went out of Egypt, himself and Cleopatra his daughter, and
came to Ptolemais in the one hundred sixty-second year.‡

58King Alexander met him, and he gave him his daughter Cleopatra, and
celebrated her wedding at Ptolemais with great pomp, as kings do.

59King Alexander wrote to Jonathan, that he should come tomeet him.
60He went with pomp to Ptolemais, and met the two kings. He gave them

and their friends§ silver and gold, and many gifts, and found favor in their
sight.

61Somemalcontents out of Israel, menwhowere transgressors of the law,
gathered together against him to complain against him; but the king paid no
attention to them.

62The king commanded that they take off Jonathan’s garments and clothe
him in purple, and they did so.

63Thekingmadehimsitwithhim, andsaid tohisprinces, “Gooutwithhim
into the midst of the city, and proclaim that no man may complain against
him of anymatter, and let noman trouble him for any reason.”

64 It came to pass, when thosewho complained against him saw his honor
according to the proclamation, and saw him clothed in purple, they all fled
away.

65 The king gave him honor, and enrolled him among his chief friends,*
andmade him a captain and governor of a province.

66Then Jonathan returned to Jerusalemwith peace and gladness.
67 In the one hundred sixty-fifth year,†Demetrius, son of Demetrius, came

out of Crete into the land of his ancestors.
68When King Alexander heard of it, he grieved exceedingly and returned

to Antioch.
69 Demetrius appointed Apollonius, who was over Coelesyria, and he

gathered together a great army, and encamped against Jamnia, and sent to
Jonathan the high priest, saying,

70 “You alone lift up yourself against us, but I am ridiculed and in reproach
because of you. Why do you assume authority against us in themountains?

71 Now therefore, if you trust in your forces, come down to us into the
plain, and let’s match strength with each other there; for the power of the
cities is withme.

72Ask and learn who I am, and the rest who help us. They say, ‘Your foot
can’t stand before our face; for your ancestors have been put to flight twice
in their own land.’

73Nowyouwon’t be able towithstand the cavalry and suchanarmyas this
in the plain, where is there is no stone or pebble, or place to flee.”
‡ 10:57 circa B.C. 151. § 10:60 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. * 10:65
See 1Maccabees 11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9. Compare 1Maccabees 2:18; 10:16, etc. † 10:67 circa B.C.
148.
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74Now when Jonathan heard the words of Apollonius, he was moved in
his mind, and he chose ten thousand men, and went out from Jerusalem;
and Simon his brother met him to help him.

75 Then he encamped against Joppa. The people of the city shut him out,
because Apollonius had a garrison in Joppa.

76So they fought against it. The people of the city were afraid, and opened
to him; and Jonathan becamemaster of Joppa.

77Apolloniusheardabout that, andhegatheredanarmyof three thousand
cavalry, and a great army, and went to Azotus as though he were on a
journey, and at the same time advanced onward into the plain, because he
had amultitude of cavalry which he trusted.

78He pursued him to Azotus, and the armies joined battle.‡
79Apollonius had secretly left a thousand cavalry behind them.
80 Jonathan learned that there was an ambush behind him. They sur-

rounded his army, and shot their arrows at the people, from morning until
evening;

81 but the people stood fast, as Jonathan commanded them; and the
enemy’s horses grew tired.

82 Then Simon brought forward his army and joined battle with the
phalanx (for the cavalry were exhausted), and they were defeated by him
and fled.

83The cavalrywere scattered in the plain. They fled to Azotus and entered
into Beth-dagon, their idol’s temple, to save themselves.

84 Jonathan burned Azotus and the cities around it and took their spoils.
He burned the temple of Dagon and those who fled into it with fire.

85 Those who had fallen by the sword plus those who were burned were
about eight thousandmen.

86From there, Jonathan left and encamped against Ascalon. The people of
the city came out to meet himwith great pomp.

87 Jonathan, with those who were on his side, returned to Jerusalem,
havingmany spoils.

88 It came to pass, when King Alexander heard these things, he honored
Jonathan evenmore.

89He sent him a gold buckle, as the custom is to give to the king’s kindred.
He gave him Ekron and all its land for a possession.

11
1Then the king of Egypt gathered together great forces, as the sandwhich

is by the sea shore, and many ships, and sought to make himself master of
Alexander’s kingdom by deceit, and to add it to his own kingdom.

2He went out into Syria with words of peace, and the people of the cities
opened their gates to him andmet him; for King Alexander’s commandwas
that they shouldmeet him, because he was his father-in-law.

3 Now as he entered into the cities of Ptolemais, he set his forces for a
garrison in each city.

4But when he came near to Azotus, they showed him the temple of Dagon
burnedwith fire, andAzotus and its pasture lands destroyed, and the bodies
cast out, and those who had been burned, whom he burned in the war, for
they hadmade heaps of them in his way.
‡ 10:78 Most of the authorities here repeat after him.
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5 They told the king what Jonathan had done, that they might cast blame
on him; but the king kept silent.

6 Jonathanmet the kingwith pompat Joppa, and they greeted one another,
and they slept there.

7 Jonathan went with the king as far as the river that is called Eleutherus,
then returned to Jerusalem.

8But King Ptolemy took control of the cities along the sea coast, to Selucia
which is by the sea, and he devised evil plans concerning Alexander.

9 He sent ambassadors to King Demetrius, saying, “Come! Let’s make
a covenant with one another, and I will give you my daughter whom
Alexander has, and you shall reign over your father’s kingdom;

10 for I regret that I gavemy daughter to him, for he tried to kill me.
11He accused him, because he coveted his kingdom.
12 Taking his daughter from him, he gave her to Demetrius, and was

estranged from Alexander, and their enmity was openly seen.
13Ptolemy entered into Antioch, and put on himself the crown of Asia. He

put two crowns upon his head, the crown of Egypt and that of Asia.
14ButKingAlexanderwas in Cilicia at that time, because the people of that

region were in revolt.
15 When Alexander heard of it, he came against him in war. Ptolemy

marched out andmet himwith a strong force, and put him to flight.
16 Alexander fled into Arabia, that he might be sheltered there; but King

Ptolemywas triumphant.
17Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexander’s head, and sent it to Ptolemy.
18 King Ptolemy died the third day after, and those who were in his

strongholds were slain by the inhabitants of the strongholds.
19Demetrius became king in the one hundred sixty-seventh year.*
20 In those days Jonathan gathered together the Judeans to take the citadel

that was at Jerusalem. Hemademany engines of war to use against it.
21 Some lawless men who hated their own nation went to the king and

reported to him that Jonathan was besieging the citadel.
22He heard, and was angry, but when he heard it, he set out immediately,

and came to Ptolemais, andwrote to Jonathan, that he should not besiege it,
and that he shouldmeet himand speakwith himat Ptolemaiswith all speed.

23But when Jonathan heard this, he gave orders to continue the siege. He
chose some of the elders of Israel and of the priests, and put himself in peril

24by taking silver, gold, clothing, and various other presents, and went to
Ptolemais to the king. Then he found favor in his sight.

25 Some lawless men of those who were of the nation made complaints
against him,

26 and the king did to him even as his predecessors had done to him, and
exalted him in the sight of all his† friends,

27and confirmed to him the high priesthood, and all the other honors that
he had before, and gave him preeminence among his‡ chief friends.

28And Jonathan requested of the king that hewouldmake Judea free from
tribute, along with the three§ provinces and the country of Samaria, and
promised him three hundred talents.

* 11:19 circaB.C. 146. † 11:26 See 1Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 11:27 See 1Maccabees 10:65. § 11:28
Gr. toparchies
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29 The king consented, and wrote letters to Jonathan concerning all these
things as follows:

30 “King Demetrius to his brother Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews,
greetings.

31 The copy of the letter which we wrote to Lasthenes our kinsman
concerning you, we have written also to you, that youmay see it.

32 ‘King Demetrius to Lasthenes his father, greetings.
33 We have determined to do good to the nation of the Jews, who are

our friends, and observe what is just toward us, because of their good will
toward us.

34 We have confirmed therefore to them the borders of Judea, and also
the three governments of Aphaerema, Lydda, and Ramathaim (these were
added to Judea from the country of Samaria), and all their territory to them,
for all who do sacrifice in Jerusalem, instead of the king’s dues which the
king received of them yearly before from the produce of the earth and the
fruits of trees.

35 As for the other payments to us from henceforth, of the tithes and the
taxes that pertain to us, and the salt pits, and the crown taxes due to us, all
these wewill give back to them.

36 Not one of these grants shall be annulled from this time forth and
forever.

37 Now therefore be careful to make a copy of these things, and let it be
given to Jonathan, and let it be set up on the holymountain in a suitable and
conspicuous place.’ ”

38When King Demetrius saw that the land was quiet before him, and that
no resistance was made to him, he sent away all his troops, each man to his
own place, except the foreign troops, which he had raised from the islands
of the Gentiles. So all the troops of his fathers hated him.

39NowTryphonwas oneof thosewhopreviously hadbeenonAlexander’s
side, andhe saw that all the forcesmurmuredagainstDemetrius. Sohewent
to Imalcue the Arabian, who was raising up Antiochus the young child of
Alexander,

40 and urgently insisted to him that he should deliver him to him, that he
might reign in his father’s place. He told him all that Demetrius had done,
and the hatred with which his forces hated him; and he stayed there many
days.

41Now Jonathan sent to KingDemetrius, that he should remove the troops
of the citadel from Jerusalem, and the troops who were in the strongholds;
for they fought against Israel continually.

42 Demetrius sent to Jonathan, saying, “I will not only do this for you
and your nation, but I will greatly honor you and your nation, if I find an
opportunity.

43Now therefore you shall do well if you send me men who will fight for
me; for all my forces have revolted.”

44So Jonathan senthim three thousandvaliantmen toAntioch. They came
to the king, and the king was glad at their coming.

45 The people of the city gathered themselves together into the midst of
the city, to the number of one hundred and twenty thousandmen, and they
wanted to kill the king.
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46Thekingfled into the court of thepalace, and thepeopleof the city seized
themain streets of the city and began to fight.

47 The king called the Jews to help him, and they were gathered together
to him all at once, and they dispersed themselves in the city, and killed that
day about one hundred thousand.

48They set the city on fire, and seized many spoils that day, and saved the
king.

49The people of the city saw that the Jews had taken control of the city as
they pleased, and they became faint in their hearts, and they cried out to the
king with supplication, saying,

50 “Give us your right hand, and let the Jews cease fromfighting against us
and the city.”

51 They threw away their weapons and made peace. The Jews were
glorified in the sight of the king, and before all who were in his kingdom.
Then they returned to Jerusalem, havingmuch plunder.

52 So King Demetrius sat on the throne of his kingdom, and the land was
quiet before him.

53He lied in all that he spoke, and estranged himself from Jonathan, and
didn’t repay him according to the benefits with which he had repaid him,
and treated him very harshly.

54 Now after this, Tryphon returned, and with him the young child
Antiochus, who reigned and put on a crown.

55 All the forces which Demetrius had sent away with disgrace were
gathered to him, and they fought against him, and he fled andwas routed.

56Tryphon took the elephants, and took control of Antioch.
57 The young Antiochus wrote to Jonathan, saying, “I confirm to you the

high priesthood, and appoint you over the four districts, and to be one of the
king’s* friends.”

58He sent to him golden vessels and furniture for the table, and gave him
permission to drink in golden vessels, and to be clothed in purple, and to
have a golden buckle.

59 He made his brother Simon governor from the Ladder of Tyre to the
borders of Egypt.

60 Jonathan went out and took his journey beyond the river and through
the cities. All the forces of Syria gathered themselves to him to be his allies.
He came to Ascalon, and the people of the city met him honorably.

61Hedeparted from there toGaza, and the people of Gaza shut himout. So
he besieged it and burned its pasture lands with fire, and plundered them.

62 The people of Gaza pleaded with Jonathan, and he gave them his right
hand, and took the sons of their princes for hostages, and sent them away to
Jerusalem. Then he passed through the country as far as Damascus.

63 Then Jonathan heard that Demetrius’ princes had come to Kedesh,
which is in Galilee, with a great army, intending to remove him from his
office.

64Hewent to meet them, but he left Simon his brother in the country.
65SimonencampedagainstBethsura, and foughtagainst itmanydays, and

hemmed it in.

* 11:57 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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66They asked him to give them his right hand, and he gave it to them. He
removed themfromthere, tookpossessionof the city, and set a garrisonover
it.

67 Jonathanandhisarmyencampedat thewaterofGennesareth, andearly
in themorning theymarched to the plain of Hazor.

68Behold, anarmyof foreignersmethim in theplain. They laidanambush
for him in themountains, but they themselves met him face to face.

69But those who lay in ambush rose out of their places and joined battle.
All those whowere on Jonathan’s side fled.

70 Not one of them was left, except Mattathias the son of Absalom, and
Judas the son of Chalphi, captains of the forces.

71 Jonathan tore his clothes, put dirt on his head, and prayed.
72He turned again to them in battle, and routed them, and they fled.
73When the men on his side who had fled saw this, they returned to him

and pursued with him to Kedesh to their camp, and they encamped there.
74 About three thousand men of the foreigners fell on that day. Then

Jonathan returned to Jerusalem.

12
1 Jonathan saw that the time was favorable for him, so he chose men and

sent them to Rome to confirm and renew the friendship that they had with
them.

2He also sent similar letters to the Spartans, and to other places.
3 They went to Rome, entered into the senate house, and said, “Jonathan

the high priest and the nation of the Jews have sent us to renew for them the
friendship and the alliance, as in former time.”

4Theygave themletters to themen ineveryplace, that theyshouldprovide
safe conduct for them on their way to the land of Judah.

5This is the copy of the letters which Jonathan wrote to the Spartans:
6 “Jonathan the high priest, and the senate of the nation, and the priests,

and the rest of the people of the Jews, to their kindred the Spartans,
greetings.

7 Even before this time letters were sent to Onias the high priest from
Arius,* who was reigning among you, to signify that you are our kindred,
as the copy written below shows.

8 Onias welcomed honorably the man who was sent and received the
letters, wherein declaration wasmade of alliance and friendship.

9Thereforewe also, even thoughwe need none of these things, having for
our encouragement the holy books which are in our hands,

10 have undertaken to send that we might renew our brotherhood and
friendship with you, to the end that we should not become estranged from
you altogether; for a long time has passed since you sent your letter to us.

11We therefore at all times without ceasing, both in our feasts, and on the
other convenient days, remember you in the sacrifices which we offer, and
in our prayers, as it is right and proper to bemindful of kindred.

12Moreover, we are glad for your glory.
13Butas forourselves,manyafflictionsandmanywarshaveencompassed

us, and the kings who are around us have fought against us.
* 12:7 So the old Latin versions and Josephus: compare also ver. 20. All the other authorities read
Darius in this place.
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14Wewere unwilling to be troublesome to you, and to the rest of our allies
and friends, in these wars;

15 forwe have the helpwhich is fromheaven to help us, andwe have been
delivered from our enemies, and our enemies have been humbled.

16We chose therefore Numenius the son of Antiochus and Antipater the
sonof Jason, andhave sent them to theRomans, to renew the friendship that
we had with them, and the former alliance.

17We commanded them therefore to go also to you, and to salute you, and
to deliver you our letters concerning the renewing of friendship and our
brotherhood.

18And now youwill do well if you give us a reply.”
19And this is the copy of the letters which they sent to Onias:
20 “Arius king of the Spartans to Onias the chief priest, greetings.
21 It has been found inwriting, concerning the Spartans and the Jews, that

they are kindred, and that they are of the descendants of Abraham.
22Now, since this has come to our knowledge, you will do well to write to

us of your† prosperity.
23Wemoreoverwrite on our part to you, that your livestock and goods are

ours, and ours are yours. We do command therefore that they make report
to you accordingly.”

24 Now Jonathan heard that Demetrius’ princes had returned to fight
against himwith a greater army than before,

25 so he marched away from Jerusalem, and met them in the country of
Hamath; for he gave them no opportunity to set foot in his country.

26He sent spies into his camp, and they came again, and reported to him
that they were preparing to attack them at night.

27 But as soon as the sun was down, Jonathan commanded his men to
watch, and to be armed, that all the night long theymight be ready for battle.
He stationed sentinels around the camp.

28The adversaries heard that Jonathan and hismenwere ready for battle,
and they feared, and trembled in their hearts, and they kindled fires in their
camp then withdrew.

29But Jonathan andhismendidn’t know it until themorning; for they saw
the fires burning.

30 Jonathan pursued after them, but didn’t overtake them; for they had
gone over the river Eleutherus.

31Then Jonathan turned toward theArabians,whoare calledZabadaeans,
and struck them, and took their spoils.

32He came out from there, and came to Damascus, and took his journey
through all the country.

33 Simon went out, and took his journey as far as Ascalon, and the
strongholds that were near it. Then he turned toward Joppa and took
possession of it;

34 for he had heard that they were planning to hand over the stronghold
to Demetrius’ men. He set a garrison there to guard it.

35Then Jonathan returned and called the elders of the people together. He
planned with them to build strongholds in Judea,

† 12:22 Gr. peace
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36 and to make the walls of Jerusalem higher, and to raise a great mound
between the citadel and the city, to separate it from the city, that so it might
be isolated, that its garrisonmight neither buy nor sell.

37 They were gathered together to build the city. Part of the wall of the
brook that is on the east side fell down, and he repaired the section called
Chaphenatha.

38 Simon also built Adida in the‡ plain country, made it strong, and set up
gates and bars.

39 And Tryphon sought to reign over Asia and to crown himself, and to
stretch out his hand against Antiochus the king.

40Hewas afraid that Jonathanwouldn’t allowhim, and that hewouldfight
against him; and he sought away to seize him, that hemight destroy him. So
hemarched out and came to Bethshan.

41 Jonathan came out to meet him with forty thousand men chosen for
battle, and came to Bethshan.

42 Tryphon saw that he came with a great army, and he was afraid to
stretch out his hand against him.

43 He received him honorably, and commended him to all his§ friends,
and gave him gifts, and commanded his forces to be obedient to him, as to
himself.

44 He said to Jonathan, “Why have you put all this people to so much
trouble, seeing there is no war between us?

45Now send them away to their homes, but choose for yourself a fewmen
who shall be with you, and come with me to Ptolemais, and I will give it to
you, and the rest of the strongholds and the rest of the forces, and all the
king’s officers. Then I will turn around and depart; for this is why I came.”

46Heput his trust in him, anddid evenas he said, and sent awayhis forces,
and they departed into the land of Judah.

47 But he reserved to himself three thousand men, of whom he left two
thousand in Galilee, but one thousand went with him.

48Nowas soonas Jonathanentered intoPtolemais, thepeople of Ptolemais
shut the gates and seized him. They killed all those who came in with him
with the sword.

49 Tryphon sent troops and cavalry into Galilee, and into the Great Plain,
to destroy all Jonathan’s men.

50 They perceived that he had been seized and had perished, along with
those who were with him. They encouraged one another and went on their
way close together, prepared to fight.

51 Those who followed them saw that they were ready to fight for their
lives, and turned back again.

52 They all came in peace into the land of Judah, and they mourned for
Jonathanand thosewhowerewithhim, and theywere very afraid. All Israel
mourned with a great mourning.

53 And all the Gentiles who were around them sought to destroy them
utterly; for they said, “They have no ruler nor anyone to help them. Now
therefore let’s fight against them, and take away their memory from among
men.”
‡ 12:38 Gr. Sephela. § 12:43 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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13
1Simonheard that Tryphonhad gathered together amighty army to come

into the land of Judah and destroy it utterly.
2He saw that the people were trembling in great fear. So he went up to

Jerusalem and gathered the people together.
3 He encouraged them, and said to them, “You yourselves know all the

things that I, my kindred, andmy father’s house have done for the laws and
the sanctuary, and the battles and the distresses which we have seen.

4Because of this, all my brothers have perished for Israel’s sake, and I am
left alone.

5 Now be it far from me, that I should spare my own life in any time of
affliction, for I am not better thanmy kindred.

6However, I will take vengeance for my nation, for the sanctuary, and for
ourwives and children, because all the Gentiles have gathered out of hatred
to destroy us.”

7The spirit of the people revived as soon as they heard these words.
8They answeredwith a loud voice, saying, “You are our leader in the place

of Judas and Jonathan your brothers.
9Fight our battles, and wewill do all that you tell us to do.”
10He gathered together all the men of war, and hurried to finish the walls

of Jerusalem. He fortified it all around.
11 He sent Jonathan the son of Absalom, and with him a great army, to

Joppa. He threw out those whowere in it, and lived there.
12 Tryphon left Ptolemais with a mighty army to enter into the land of

Judah, and Jonathan was with him under guard.
13But Simon encamped at Adida, near the plain.
14 Tryphon knew that Simon had risen up in the place of his brother

Jonathan, andmeant to join battle with him, so he sent ambassadors to him,
saying,

15 “It is for money which Jonathan your brother owed to the king’s
treasury, by reason of the offices which he had, that we are detaining him.

16Now send one hundred talents of silver and two of his sons for hostages,
so that when he is released hemay not revolt against us, andwewill release
him.”

17 Simon knew that they spoke to him deceitfully, but he sent to get the
money and the children, lest perhaps hewould arouse great hostility among
the people,

18whomight say, “Because I didn’t send him the money and the children,
he perished.”

19 So he sent the children and the hundred talents, but Tryphon lied, and
didn’t release Jonathan.

20After this, Tryphon came to invade the land and destroy it, and he went
around by the way that leads to Adora. Simon and his army marched near
him to every place, wherever he went.

21Now the people of the citadel sent to Tryphon ambassadors, urging him
to come to them through the wilderness, and to send them food.

22 So Tryphon prepared all his cavalry to come, but on that night a very
heavy snow fell, and he didn’t come because of the snow. He marched off
andwent into the land of Gilead.

23When he came near to Bascama, he killed Jonathan, and he was buried
there.
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24Then Tryphon turned back, and went away into his own land.
25Simon sent, and took the bones of Jonathan his brother, and buried him

at Modin, the city of his fathers.
26All Israelmade great lamentation over him, andmourned for himmany

days.
27Simon built amonument on the tomb of his father and his kindred, and

raised it high so that it could be seen, with polished stone on the front and
back.

28 He also set up seven pyramids, one near another, for his father, his
mother, and his four brothers.

29 For these, he made an elaborate setting, erecting great pillars around
them, andupon the pillars hemade suits of armor for a perpetualmemorial,
and beside the suits of armor, he carved ships, so that they could be seen by
all who sail on the sea.

30This is the tombwhich hemade at Modin. It remains to this day.
31Now Tryphon deceived the young King Antiochus and killed him,
32 and reigned in his place. He put on himself the crown of Asia and

brought a great calamity upon the land.
33 Simon built up the strongholds of Judea, and walled them all around

with high towers, great walls, gates, and bars; and he stored food in the
strongholds.

34 Simon chose men, and sent to King Demetrius with a request that he
grant the country an immunity, because all that Tryphondidwas to plunder.

35 King Demetrius sent to him according to these words, and answered
him, and wrote a letter to him, as follows:

36“KingDemetrius to Simon thehighpriest and friend* of kings, and to the
elders and nation of the Jews, greetings.

37 The golden crown and the palm branch, which you sent, we have
received. We are ready tomake a steadfast peacewith you, yes, and towrite
to our officers to release you from tribute.

38 Whatever things we confirmed to you, they are confirmed. The
strongholds, which you have built, let them be your own.

39As for any oversights and faults committed to this day, we forgive them,
and the crown tax which you owed us. If there were any other tax collected
in Jerusalem, let it be collected no longer.

40 If any among you are qualified to be enrolled in our court, let them be
enrolled, and let there be peace between us.”

41 In the one hundred seventieth year,† the yoke of the Gentiles was taken
away from Israel.

42 The people began to write in their instruments and contracts, “In the
first year of Simon, the great high priest and captain and leader of the Jews.”

43 In those days Simon encamped against‡Gazara, and surrounded it with
troops. He made a seige engine, and brought it up to the city, and struck a
tower, and captured it.

44Those who were in the engine leaped out into the city; and there was a
great uproar in the city.

* 13:36 See 1Maccabees 2:18. † 13:41 circa B.C. 143. ‡ 13:43 See 1Maccabees 13:53 (compare
1 Maccabees 13:48); 1 Maccabees 14:7, 34; 15:28; 16:1: also Josephus. All the authorities read Gaza in
this verse.
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45 The people of the city tore their clothes, and went up on the walls with
their wives and children, and cried with a loud voice, asking Simon to give
them§ his right hand.

46 They said, “Don’t deal with us according to our wickednesses, but
according to yourmercy.”

47 So Simon was reconciled to them, and didn’t fight against them; but he
expelled them from the city and cleansed the houses where the idols were,
and then entered into it with singing and giving praise.

48He removed all uncleanness out of it, and placed in it men who would
keep the law, and made it stronger than it was before, and built a dwelling
place for himself in it.

49But the people of the citadel in Jerusalemwere hindered from going out
and from going into the country, and from buying and selling. So they were
very hungry, and a great number of them perished from famine.

50 Then they cried out to Simon, that he should give them his right hand;
andhe gave it to them; but he expelled them from there, and he cleansed the
citadel from its pollutions.

51He entered into it on the twenty-third day of the second month, in the
onehundred seventy-first year,*withpraise andpalmbranches,withharps,
with cymbals, and with stringed instruments, with hymns, and with songs,
because a great enemy had been destroyed out of Israel.

52Simonordained that they shouldkeep thatdayeveryyearwithgladness.
He made the hill of the temple that was by the citadel stronger than before,
and he lived there with his men.

53Simon saw that his son Johnwas aman, so hemade him leader of all his
forces; and he lived in Gazara.

14
1 In the one hundred seventy-second year,* King Demetrius gathered his

forces together, and went into Media to get help, that he might fight against
Tryphon.

2When Arsaces, the king of Persia and Media, heard that Demetrius had
come into his borders, he sent one of his princes to take him alive.

3Hewent and struck the army of Demetrius, and seized him and brought
him to Arsaces, who put him under guard.

4The land had rest all the days of Simon. He sought the good of his nation.
His authority and his honor was pleasing to them all his days.

5Amid all his honors, he took Joppa for a harbor, andmade it an entrance
for the islands of the sea.

6He enlarged the borders of his nation and took possession of the country.
7 He gathered together a great number of captives, and took control of

Gazara, Bethsura, and the citadel, and he removed its uncleannesses from
it. There was no one who resisted him.

8 They tilled their land in peace, and the land gave her increase, and the
trees of the plains gave their fruit.

9 The old men sat in the streets; they all conversed together about good
things. The youngmen put on glorious and warlike apparel.

§ 13:45 Gr. right hands. * 13:51 circa B.C. 142. * 14:1 circa B.C. 141.
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10 He provided food for the cities and furnished them with means of
defense, until the glory of his namewas known to the end of the earth.

11Hemade peace in the land, and Israel rejoiced with great joy.
12 Each man sat under his vine and his fig tree, and there was no one to

make them afraid.
13No one was left in the land who fought against them. The kings were

defeated in those days.
14He strengthened all those of his people whowere humble. He searched

out the law, and every lawless and wicked person he took away.
15He glorified the sanctuary, and added to the vessels of the temple.
16 It was heard at Rome that Jonathan was dead, and even in Sparta, and

they were exceedingly grieved.
17But as soon as they heard that his brother Simon was made high priest

in his place, and ruled the country and the cities in it,
18 theywrote to himonbrass tablets to renewwith him the friendship and

thealliancewhich theyhadconfirmedwithhisbrothers Judasand Jonathan.
19These were read before the congregation at Jerusalem.
20This is the copy of the letters which the Spartans sent:
“The rulers and the city of the Spartans, to Simon the high priest, to the

elders, the priests, and the rest of the people of the Jews, our kindred,
greetings.

21Theambassadorswhowere sent to ourpeople reported tous about your
glory and honor. Wewere glad for their coming,

22 and we registered the things that were spoken by them in the public
records† as follows: ‘Numenius sonofAntiochus, andAntipater sonof Jason,
the Jews’ ambassadors, came to us to renew the friendship they hadwith us.

23 It pleased the people to entertain the men honorably, and to put the
copy of their words in the public records,‡ to the end that the people of the
Spartansmight have a record of them. Moreover they wrote a copy of these
things to Simon the high priest.’ ”

24After this, Simon sent Numenius to Rome with a great shield of gold of
weighing one thousandminas,§ in order to confirm the alliance with them.

25 But when the people heard these things, they said, “What thanks shall
we give to Simon and his sons?

26 For he and his brothers and the house of his father have made them-
selves strong, and have fought and chased away Israel’s enemies, and
confirmed liberty to Israel.*”

27So theywrote on tablets of brass, and set themonpillars onmount Zion.
This is the copy of the writing:

“On the eighteenth day of Elul, in the one hundred seventy-second year,†
which is the third year of Simon the high priest,

28 in Asaramel, in a great congregation of priests and people and princes
of the nation, and of the elders of the country, it was proclaimed to us:‡

29 ‘Since wars often occurred in the country, Simon the son of Mattathias,
the son of the sons of Joarib, and his brothers, put themselves in jeopardy

† 14:22 Gr. counsels of the people. ‡ 14:23 Gr. books that are appointed for the people. § 14:24
1,000minas is about 499 kg or 1,098 pounds. * 14:26 Gr. him. † 14:27 circa B.C. 141. ‡ 14:28
Gr. hemade known.
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and withstood the enemies of their nation, that their sanctuary and the law
might be established, and glorified their nation with great glory.

30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became their high priest, andwas gathered
to his people.

31Their enemies planned to invade their country, that theymight destroy
their country utterly, and stretch out their hands against their sanctuary.

32ThenSimon roseupand fought for his nation. He spentmuchof his own
money to arm the valiant men of his nation and give themwages.

33He fortified the cities of Judea and Bethsura that lies on the borders of
Judea, where the weapons of the enemies were had been stored, and there
he placed a garrison of Jews.

34He fortified Joppa which is upon the sea, and Gazara which is upon the
borders of Azotus, where the enemies used to live, and placed Jews there,
and set in there all things necessary for their restoration.

35The people saw Simon’s faith,§ and the glorywhich he resolved to bring
to his nation, and they made him their leader and high priest, because he
had done all these things, and for the justice and the faith which he kept to
his nation, and because he sought by all means to exalt his people.

36 In his days, things prospered in his hands, so that the Gentiles were
taken away out of their country, and they alsowhowere in the city of David,
those who were in Jerusalem, who had made themselves a citadel, out of
which they used to go, and polluted everything around the sanctuary, and
did great damage to its purity.

37He placed Jews in it and fortified it for the safety of the country and the
city, andmade high the walls of Jerusalem.

38KingDemetrius confirmed tohimthehighpriesthoodaccording to these
things,

39andmade him one of his friends,* and honored himwith great honor;
40 for he had heard that the Jews had been called by the Romans friends,

allies, and kindred, and that they had met the ambassadors of Simon
honorably;

41 and that the Jews and the priests were well pleased that Simon should
be their leader and high priest forever, until there should arise a faithful
prophet;

42 and that he should be governor over them, and should take charge of
the sanctuary, to set them over their works, and over the country, and over
the weapons, and over the strongholds; and that he should take charge of
the sanctuary,

43and that he should be obeyed by all, and that all contracts in the country
should be written in his name, and that he should be clothed in purple, and
wear gold;

44and that it should not be lawful for any of the people or of the priests to
nullify any of these things, or to oppose the words that he should speak, or
to gather an assembly in the countrywithout him, or to be clothed in purple,
or wear a buckle of gold;

45but whoever should do otherwise, or nullify any of these things, he will
be liable to punishment.’ ”

§ 14:35 Some authorities read acts. * 14:39 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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46All thepeople consented toordain forSimon thathe shoulddoaccording
to these words.

47 So Simon accepted this, and consented to be high priest, and to be
captain and governor† of the Jews and of the priests, and to be protector of
all.

48They commanded to put this writing on tablets of brass, and to set them
upwithin the precinct of the sanctuary in a conspicuous place,

49 and moreover to put copies of them in the treasury, so that Simon and
his sons might have them.

15
1Antiochus son of Demetrius the king sent a letter from the islands of the

sea to Simon the priest and* governor of the Jews, and to all the nation.
2 Its contents follow:
“King Antiochus to Simon the chief priest and† governor, and to the nation

of the Jews, greetings.
3Whereas certain troublemakers have made themselves masters of the

kingdom of our fathers, but my purpose is to claim the kingdom, that I may
restore it as it was before; andmoreover I have raised amultitude of foreign
soldiers, and have prepared warships;

4moreover I plan to land in the country, that Imay punish thosewho have
destroyedourcountry, and thosewhohavemademanycities in thekingdom
desolate;

5nowtherefore I confirmtoyouall the tax remissionswhich thekingswho
were beforeme remitted to you, andwhatever gifts besides they remitted to
you,

6and I permit you to coinmoney for your country with your own stamp,
7 but that Jerusalem and the sanctuary should be free. All the weapons

that you have prepared, and the strongholds that you have built, which you
have in your possession, let them remain yours.

8Every debt owed to the king, and the things that will be owed to the king
from henceforth and for evermore, let them be remitted to you.

9Moreover, when we have established our kingdom, we will glorify you
and your nation and the temple with great glory, so that your glory will be
mademanifest in all the earth.

10 In the one hundred seventy-fourth year,‡ Antiochus went into the land
of his fathers; and all the forces came together to him, so that therewere few
menwith Tryphon.

11KingAntiochus pursued him, andhe came, as he fled, to Dor, which is by
the sea;

12 for he knew that troubles had come upon him all at once, and that his
forces had deserted him.

13 Antiochus encamped against Dor, and with him one hundred twenty
thousandmen of war and eight thousand cavalry.

14He surrounded the city, and the ships joined in the attack from the sea.
He harassed the city by land and sea, and permitted no one to go out or in.

15Numeniusandhis companycame fromRome, having letters to thekings
and to the countries, in which were written these things:

16 “Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King Ptolemy, greetings.

† 14:47 Gr. ethnarch. * 15:1 Gr. ethnarch. † 15:2 Gr. ethnarch. ‡ 15:10 circa B.C. 139



1Maccabees 15:17 1484 1Maccabees 15:35

17The Jews’ ambassadors came tous as our friends andallies, to renew the
old friendship and alliance, being sent fromSimon the high priest, and from
the people of the Jews.

18Moreover they brought a shield of goldweighing one thousandminas.§
19 It pleased us therefore to write to the kings and to the countries, that

they should not seek their harm or fight against them, their cities, and their
country, or be allies with those who fight against them.

20Moreover, it seemed good to us to receive the shield from them.
21 If therefore any troublemakers have fled from their country to you,

deliver them to Simon the high priest, that he may take vengeance on them
according to their law.”

22He wrote the same things to King Demetrius, to Attalus, to Arathes, to
Arsaces,

23 to all the countries, to* Sampsames, to the Spartans, toDelos, toMyndos,
to Sicyon, to Caria, to Samos, to Pamphylia, to Lycia, to Halicarnassus, to
Rhodes, to Phaselis, to Cos, to Side, to Aradus, Gortyna, Cnidus, Cyprus, and
Cyrene.

24They also wrote this copy to Simon the high priest.
25 But King Antiochus encamped against Dor the second day, bringing

his forces up to it continually, and making engines of war; and he shut up
Tryphon from going in or out.

26Simonsenthimtwo thousandchosenmentofightonhis side,with silver,
gold, and instruments of war in abundance.

27Hewould not receive them, but nullified all the covenantswhich he had
made with him before, and was estranged from him.

28 He sent to him Athenobius, one of his friends,† to confer with him,
saying, “You hold possession of Joppa, Gazara, and the citadel that is in
Jerusalem, cities of my kingdom.

29 You have devastated their territory, and done great harm in the land,
and control of many places inmy kingdom.

30 Now therefore hand over the cities which you have taken, and the
tributes of the placeswhich you have taken control of outside of the borders
of Judea;

31or else giveme for themfive hundred talents of silver; and for the harm
that you have done, and the tributes of the cities, another five hundred
talents. Otherwise wewill come and subdue you.”

32 Athenobius, the king’s friend,‡ came to Jerusalem. When he saw the
glory of Simon, the cupboard of gold and silver vessels, and his great
attendance, he was amazed. He reported to him the king’s words.

33 Simon answered, and said to him, “We have not taken other men’s
land nor do we have possession of that which belongs to others, but of
the inheritance of our fathers. However, it had been in possession of our
enemies wrongfully for a while.

34But we, having opportunity, firmly hold the inheritance of our fathers.
35As for JoppaandGazara,whichyoudemand, theydidgreatharmamong

the people throughout our country. We will give one hundred talents for
them.”
§ 15:18 1,000 minas is about 499 kg. or about 1,098 pounds. * 15:23 Some authorities read
Sampsaces: the Latin versions have Lampsacus. † 15:28 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 15:32 See 1
Maccabees 2:18.
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Athenobius didn’t answer even one word,
36but returned in a rage to the king, and reported to him thesewords, and

the glory of Simon, and all that he had seen; and the king was exceedingly
angry.

37Meanwhile, Tryphon embarked on board a ship, and fled to Orthosia.
38The king appointed Cendebaeus chief captain of the sea coast, and gave

him troops of infantry and cavalry.
39He commanded him to encamp against Judea, and he commanded him

to build up Kidron, and to fortify the gates, and that he should fight against
the people; but the king pursued Tryphon.

40So Cendebaeus came to Jamnia and began to provoke the people, and to
invade Judea, and to take the people captive and kill them.

41Hebuilt Kidron and stationed cavalry and infantry there, to the end that
going out they might make raids on the highways of Judea, as the king had
commanded him.

16
1 John went up from Gazara and told Simon his father what Cendebaeus

was doing.
2Simon called his two oldest sons, Judas and John, and said to them, “I and

my brothers and my father’s house have fought the battles of Israel from
our youth, even to this day; and things have prospered in our hands, thatwe
have often delivered Israel.

3But now I amold, and youmoreover, by hismercy, are of a sufficient age.
Take theplace ofmeandmybrother, and go out andfight for ournation; and
let the help which is from heaven be with you.

4He chose out of the country twenty thousand men of war and cavalry,
and they went against Cendebaeus, and slept at Modin.

5 Rising up in the morning, they went into the plain, and, behold, a great
army of infantry and cavalry came to meet them. There was a brook
between them.

6He encamped near them, he and his people. He saw that the peoplewere
afraid to pass over the brook, and he passed over first. When the men saw
him, they passed over after him.

7Hedivided thepeople, andplaced the calvary in themidst of the infantry;
but the enemies’ cavalry were exceedingly many.

8 They sounded the trumpets; and Cendebaeus and his army were put to
flight, andmany of them fell wounded to death, but thosewhowere left fled
to the stronghold.

9At that time Judas, John’s brother, was wounded; but John pursued after
them until he came to Kidron, which Cendebaeus had built.

10They fled to the towers that are in the fields of Azotus; and he burned it
with fire. About two thousandmenmen of them fell. Then he returned into
Judea in peace.

11Ptolemy the son of Abubus had been appointed governor over the plain
of Jericho, and he hadmuch silver and gold;

12 for he was the high priest’s son-in-law.
13His heart was lifted up, and he planned to make himself master of the

country, and hemade deceitful plans against Simon andhis sons, to do away
with them.



1Maccabees 16:14 1486 1Maccabees 16:24

14Now Simon was visiting the cities that were in the country, and attend-
ing to their needs. He went down to Jericho—himself with Mattathias and
Judas his sons—in the one hundred seventy-seventh year,* in the eleventh
month, which is themonth Sebat.

15 The son of Abubus received them deceitfully into the little stronghold
that is called Dok, which he had built, and made them a great banquet, and
hidmen there.

16When Simon and his sons had drunk freely, Ptolemy and his men rose
up, took their weapons, rushed in against Simon in the banqueting place,
and killed him, his two sons, and some of his servants.

17He committed a great iniquity, and repaid evil for good.
18Ptolemywrote these things and sent to the king, that he should sendhim

forces to aid him, and should deliver him their country and the cities.
19 He sent others to Gazara to do away with John. To the captains of

thousands, he sent letters to come to him, that he might give them silver,
gold, and gifts.

20He sent others to take possession of Jerusalem and the temple hill.
21One ran before to Gazara, and told John that his father and kindred had

perished, and he has sent to kill you also.
22When he heard, he was greatly shocked. He seized the men who came

to destroy him and killed them; for he perceived that they were seeking to
destroy him.

23And the rest of the acts of John and of his wars and of his valiant deeds
which he did, and of the building of the walls which he built, and of his
achievements,

24behold, they are written in the chronicles† of his high priesthood, from
the time that he wasmade high priest after his father.

* 16:14 circa B.C. 136. † 16:24 Gr. book of days.
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The Second Book of theMaccabees
The Second Book of the Maccabees is recognized as Deuterocanonical

Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox
Churches.

1 The kindred, the Jews who are in Jerusalem and those who are in the
countryof Judea, sendgreetingsandgoodpeace to thekindred, the Jewswho
are throughout Egypt.

2 May God do good to you, and remember his covenant with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, his faithful servants,

3andgive youall a heart toworshiphimanddohiswillwith a strongheart
and a willing soul.

4May God open your heart to his law and his statutes, andmake peace,
5 and listen to your requests, and be reconciled with you, and not forsake

you in an evil time.
6Nowwe are praying for you here.
7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred sixty-ninth year, we the

Jews have already written to you in the suffering and in the distress that
has come upon us in these years, from the time that Jason and his company
revolted from the holy land and the kingdom,

8and set the gate on fire, and shed innocent blood. We prayed to the Lord,
and were heard. We offered sacrifices andmeal offerings. We lit the lamps.
We set out the show bread.*

9Now see that you keep the days of the feast of tabernacles in the month
Chislev in the one hundred eighty-eighth year.

10Thepeople of Jerusalemand thosewhoare in Judea,with the senate and
Judas, to Aristobulus, King Ptolemy’s teacher, who is also of the stock of the
anointed priests, and to the Jews who are in Egypt, we send greetings and
health.

11Having been saved by God out of great perils, as men arrayed against a
king, we thank him greatly.

12For he threw out into Persia thosewho fought against us in the holy city.
13 For when the prince had come there, with an army that seemed

irresistible, theywere cut to pieces in the temple of Nanaea by the treachery
of Nanaea’s priests.

14 For Antiochus, on the pretense that he would marry her, came into the
place, he and his friends who were with him, that they might take a large
part of the treasures as a dowry.

15 And when the priests of Nanaea’s temple had set the treasures out,
and he had come there with a small company within the wall of the sacred
precinct, they locked the temple when Antiochus had come in.

16Opening the secret door of the panelled ceiling, they threw stones and
struck down the prince. They cut him and his company in pieces, and cut off
their heads, and threw them to the people whowere outside.

17 Blessed be our God in all things, who handed over those who had
committed impiety.

* 1:8 Gr. loaves
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18 Since we are now about to celebrate the purification of the temple in
themonth Chislev, on the twenty-fifth day, we thought it necessary to notify
you, so that youmay also keep a feast of tabernacles, and remember the fire
which was given when Nehemiah offered sacrifices, after he had built both
the temple and the altar.

19For indeedwhenour fatherswere about to be led into the land of Persia,
the godly priests of that time took some of the fire of the altar, and hid it
secretly in the hollow of a well that was without water, where they made
sure that the place was unknown to anyone.

20Nowaftermanyyears,when it pleasedGod, Nehemiah, having received
a charge from the king of Persia, sent in quest of the fire the descendants of
the priests who hid it. When they declared to us that they had found no fire,
but thick liquid,

21 he commanded them to draw some of it out and bring it to him.
When the sacrifices had been offered, Nehemiah commanded the priests to
sprinkle with that liquid both the wood and the things laid on it.

22When that was done and some time had passed, and the sun shone out,
which before was hidden with clouds, a great blaze was kindled, so that all
menmarveled.

23 The priests made a prayer while the sacrifice was being consumed—
both the priests and all the others. Jonathan led and the rest responded, as
Nehemiah did.

24 The prayer was like this: “O Lord, Lord God, the Creator of all things,
who are awesome, strong, righteous, and merciful, who alone are King and
gracious,

25who alone supply every need, who alone are righteous, almighty, and
eternal, you who save Israel out of all evil, who chose the ancestors and
sanctified them,

26 accept the sacrifice for all your people Israel, and preserve your own
portion, and consecrate it.

27 Gather together our scattered people, set at liberty those who are
in bondage among the heathen, look upon those who are despised and
abhorred, and let the heathen know that you are our God.

28Punish those who oppress us and in arrogance shamefully entreat us.
29Plant your people in your holy place, even as Moses said.”
30Then the priests sang the hymns.
31As soonas the sacrificewas consumed, thenNehemiahcommanded that

the rest of the liquid be poured on large stones.
32When this was done, a flame was kindled; but when the light from the

altar shone back, it went out.
33When thematter becameknown, and itwas told the king of the Persians

that, in the place where the priests who were led away had hid the fire, the
liquid appearedwhichNehemiah and thosewhowerewithhimpurified the
sacrifice,

34 then the king enclosed the place and made it sacred after he had
investigated thematter.

35 When the king would show favor to any, he would exchange many
presents and give them some of this liquid.

36Nehemiah and those who were with him called this thing “Nephthar”,
which is by interpretation, “Cleansing”; but most men call it Nephthai.
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2
1 It is also found in the records that Jeremiah the prophet commanded

thosewhowerecarriedaway to take someof thefire, ashasbeenmentioned,
2and how that the prophet charged those whowere carried away, having

given them the law, that they should not forget the statutes of the Lord or be
led astray in their minds when they saw images of gold and silver, and their
adornment.

3With other suchwords exhorted he them, that the law should not depart
from their hearts.

4 Itwas in thewriting that the prophet, beingwarned byGod, commanded
that the tabernacle and the ark should follow with him,* when he went out
to themountain whereMoses had gone up and saw God’s inheritance.

5 Jeremiah came and found a cave, he brought the tabernacle, the ark, and
the altar of incense into it; then he sealed the entrance.

6 Some of those who followed with him came there that they might mark
the way, and could not find it.

7 But when Jeremiah learned about that, he rebuked them, saying, “The
place shall be unknown until God gathers the people together again and
showsmercy.

8Then theLordwill disclose these things, and the glory of theLord shall be
seenwith the cloud, as itwas also shown toMoses, also as Solomon implored
that the place might be consecrated greatly,

9 and it was also declared that he, having wisdom, offered a sacrifice of
dedication, and of the finishing of the temple.

10 As Moses prayed to the Lord and fire came down out of heaven and
consumed the sacrifice, even so Solomon also prayed, and the fire came
down and consumed the burnt offerings.

11 †Moses said, ‘Because the sin offering had not been eaten, it was
consumed in like manner.’

12Likewise Solomon kept the eight days.”
13 The same things were reported both in the public archives and in

Nehemiah’s records, and also how he, founding a library, gathered together
the books about the kings and prophets, and the writings of David, and
letters of kings about sacred gifts.

14 In like manner Judas also gathered together for us all those books that
had been scattered by reason of the war, and they are still with us.

15 If therefore you have need of them, send some people to bring them to
you.

16 Seeing then that we are about to celebrate the purification, we write to
you. You will therefore do well if you celebrate the days.

17NowGod,who saved all his people, and restored the heritage to all, with
the kingdom, the priesthood, and the consecration,

18even as he promised through the law—in God havewe hope, that hewill
soon have mercy upon us, and gather us together out of everywhere under
heaven into his holy place; for hedeliveredus out of great evils, andpurified
the place.

———————
* 2:4 Gr. andwhen. The Greek text here is probably corrupt. † 2:11 See Leviticus 10:16 and 9:24.
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19 Now the things concerning Judas Maccabaeus and his brothers, the
purification of the greatest temple, the dedication of the altar,

20and further thewars against Antiochus Epiphanes and Eupator his son,
21and themanifestations that came fromheaven to thosewho foughtwith

one another in brave deeds for the religion of the Jews; so that, being but a
few, they seized the whole country, chased the barbarous multitudes,

22 recovered again the temple renowned all the world over, freed the city,
and restored the laws which were about to be overthrown, seeing the Lord
became gracious to themwith all kindness.

23These thingswhichhave beendeclared by Jason of Cyrene infive books,
we will attempt to abridge in one book.

24Forhaving in view the confusedmass of thenumbers, and the‡difficulty
which awaits those who would enter into the narratives of the history, by
reason of the abundance of thematter,

25we were careful that those who choose to read may be attracted, and
that those who wish us well may find it easy to recall, and that all readers
may benefit.

26Although to us, who have taken upon ourselves the painful labor of the
abridgement, the task is not easy, but a matter of sweat and sleeplessness,

27even as it is no light thing to himwho prepares a banquet, and seeks the
benefit of others. Nevertheless, for the sake of the gratitude of the many we
will gladly endure the painful labor,

28 leaving to thehistorian the exact handling of everyparticular, andagain
having no strength to fill in the outlines of our abridgement.

29 For as the masterbuilder of a new house must care for the whole
structure, and again he who undertakes to decorate and paint it must seek
out the things fit for its adorning; even so I think it is also with us.

30 To occupy the ground, and to indulge in long discussions, and to be
curious in particulars, is fitting for the first author of the history;

31but to strive after brevity of expression, and to avoid a labored fullness
in the treatment, is to be granted to him who would bring a writing into a
new form.

32Here then let’s begin the narration, only adding thismuch to that which
has already been said; for it is a foolish thing to make a long prologue to the
history, and to abridge the history itself.

3
1 When the holy city was inhabited with unbroken peace and the laws

were kept very well because of the godliness of Onias the high priest and
his hatred of wickedness,

2 it came to pass that even the kings themselves honored the place and
glorified the temple with the noblest presents,

3 so that even King Seleucus of Asia bore all the costs belonging to the
services of the sacrifices out of his own revenues.

4 But a man named Simon of the tribe of Benjamin, having been made
guardian of the temple, disagreed with the high priest about the ruling of
themarket in the city.

5Whenhecouldn’t overcomeOnias, hewent toApolloniusof *Tarsus,who
‡ 2:24 Or, weariness * 3:5 Greek Thraseas
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at that time was governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia.
6 He brought him word how that the treasury in Jerusalem was full of

untold sums of money, so that the multitude of the funds was innumerable,
and that they didn’t pertain to the account of the sacrifices, but that it was
possible that these should fall under the king’s power.

7 When Apollonius met the king, he informed him of the money about
which he had been told. So the king appointed Heliodorus, who was his
chancellor, and sent himwith a command to accomplish the removal of the
reportedmoney.

8 So Heliodorus set out on his journey at once, ostensibly to visit the cities
of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, but in fact to execute the king’s purpose.

9When he had come to Jerusalem and had been courteously received by
the high priest of the city, he told him about the information which had
been given, and declaredwhyhe had come; and he inquired if in truth these
things were so.

10Thehighpriest explained tohim that therewere in the treasurydeposits
of widows and orphans,

11 and moreover some money belonging to Hyrcanus the son of Tobias, a
man in very high place, not as that impious Simon falsely alleged; and that
in all there were four hundred talents of silver and two hundred of gold,

12 and that it was altogether impossible that wrong should be done to
those who had put trust in the holiness of the place, and in the majesty and
inviolable sanctity of the temple, honored over all the world.

13But Heliodorus, because of the king’s command given him, said that in
any case this moneymust be confiscated for the king’s treasury.

14Sohavingappointedaday, heentered in todirect the inquiryconcerning
these matters; and there was no small distress throughout the whole city.

15 The priests, prostrating themselves before the altar in their priestly
garments, and called towardheavenuponhimwhogave the lawconcerning
deposits, that he should preserve these treasures safe for those who had
deposited them.

16Whoever saw the appearance of the high priest was wounded in mind;
for his countenance and the change of his color betrayed the distress of his
soul.

17 For a terror and a shuddering of the body had come over the man, by
which the pain that was in his heart was plainly shown to those who looked
at him.

18Thosewhowere in the houses rushed out in crowds tomake a universal
supplication, because the place was about to come into dishonor.

19 The women, girded with sackcloth under their breasts, thronged the
streets. The virgins who were kept indoors ran together, some to the gates,
others to the walls, and some looked out through the windows.

20 All, stretching out their hands toward heaven, made their solemn
supplication.

21Then itwas pitiful to see themultitude prostrating themselves allmixed
together, and the anxiety of the high priest in his great distress.

22While therefore they called upon the Almighty Lord to keep the things
entrusted to them † safe and secure for those who had entrusted them,

23Heliodorus went on to execute that which had been decreed.
† 3:22 Gr. safe with all security.
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24 But when he was already present there with his guards near the
treasury, the Sovereign of spirits and of all authority caused a greatmanifes-
tation, so that allwhohadpresumed to comewith him, strickenwith dismay
at the power of God, fainted in terror.

25 For they saw a horse with a frightening rider, adorned with beautiful
trappings, and he rushed fiercely and struck at Heliodoruswith his forefeet.
It seemed like he who sat on the horse had complete armor of gold.

26Two others also appeared to him, young men notable in their strength,
and beautiful in their glory, and splendid in their apparel, who stood by him
on either side, and scourged him unceasingly, inflicting on him many sore
stripes.

27 When he had fallen suddenly to the ground, and great darkness had
come over him, his guards picked him up and put him on a stretcher,

28 and carried him—this man who had just now entered with a great
retinue and all his guard into the aforesaid treasury, himself now brought
to utter helplessness, manifestly made to recognize the sovereignty of God.

29 So, while he, through the working of God, speechless and bereft of all
hope and deliverance, lay prostrate,

30 they blessed the Lord who acted marvelously for his own place. The
temple, which a little before was full of terror and alarm, was filledwith joy
and gladness after the Almighty Lord appeared.

31But quickly some ofHeliodorus’s familiar friends imploredOnias to call
upon theMost High to grant life to himwho lay quite at the last gasp.

32 The high priest, secretly fearing lest the king might come to think
that some treachery toward Heliodorus had been perpetrated by the Jews,
brought a sacrifice for the recovery of theman.

33But as the high priest wasmaking the atoning sacrifice, the same young
men appeared again to Heliodorus, arrayed in the same garments. They
stood and said, “Give Onias the high priest great thanks, for for his sake the
Lord has granted you life.

34 See that you, since you have been scourged from heaven, proclaim to
all men the sovereignmajesty of God.” When they had spoken these words,
they vanished out of sight.

35 So Heliodorus, having offered a sacrifice to the Lord and vowed ‡great
vows to him who had saved his life, and having bidden Onias farewell,
returned with his army to the king.

36He testified to all men the works of the greatest God, which he had seen
with his eyes.

37When the king asked Heliodorus what sort of man was fit to be sent yet
once again to Jerusalem, he said,

38 “If you have any enemy or conspirator against the state, send him there,
and youwill receive himbackwell scourged, if he even escapeswith his life;
because truly there is some power of God in that place.

39For hewhohas his dwelling in heaven himself has his eyes on that place
and helps it. Those who come to hurt it, he strikes and destroys.”

40This was the history of Heliodorus and the keeping of the treasury.

‡ 3:35 Gr. greatest.
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4
1The previously mentioned Simon, who had given information about the

money against his country, slandered Onias, saying that it was he who had
incited Heliodorus and had been the real cause of these evils.

2He dared to call him a conspirator against the state whowas actually the
benefactor of the city, the guardian of his fellow countrymen, and a zealot
for the laws.

3 When his hatred grew so great that even murders were perpetrated
through one of Simon’s approved agents,

4Onias, seeing the danger of the contention, and that *Apollonius the son
of Menestheus, the governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, was increasing
Simon’s malice,

5 appealed to the king, not to be an accuser of his fellow-citizens, but
looking to the good of all the† people, both public and private;

6 for he saw that without the king’s involvement it was impossible for the
state to obtain peace any more, and that Simon would not cease from his
madness.

7WhenSeleucuswasdeceased, andAntiochus,whowas calledEpiphanes,
succeeded to thekingdom, Jason thebrotherofOnias supplantedhisbrother
in the high priesthood,

8 having promised to the king at an audience three hundred sixty talents
of silver, and out of another fund eighty talents.

9 In addition to this, he undertook to assign one hundred fifty more,
if it might be allowed him ‡through the king’s authority to set him up a
gymnasium and a body of youths to be trained in it, and to register the
inhabitants of Jerusalem as citizens of Antioch.

10 When the king had assented, and Jason had taken possession of the
office, he immediately shifted those of his own race to the Greek way of life.

11 Setting aside the royal ordinances of special favor to the Jews, granted
by the means of John the father of Eupolemus, who went on the mission to
the Romans to establish friendship and alliance, and seeking to overthrow
the lawful ways of living, he brought in new customs forbidden by the law.

12 For he eagerly established a gymnasium under the citadel itself, and
caused the noblest of the youngmen to wear the Greek hat.

13Thus therewas an extremeof hellenization, and anadvance of a foreign
religion, by reason of the exceeding profaneness of Jason, who was an
ungodly man and not a high priest;

14 so that the priests had no more any zeal for the services of the altar;
but despising the sanctuary and neglecting the sacrifices, they hastened to
enjoy that which was unlawfully provided in the wrestling arena, after the
summons to the discus-throwing.

15They despised the honors of their fathers, and valued the prestige of the
Greeks best of all.

16 For this reason, severe calamity overtook them. The men whose ways
of living they earnestly followed, and to whom they desired to be made like
in all things, these became their enemies and punished them.

* 4:4 Compare 2 Maccabees 4:21. See also 2 Maccabees 3:5. The Greek as commonly read means
Apollonius, as being the governor...Phoenicia, did rage, and increase etc. † 4:5 Gr. multitude.
‡ 4:9 Gr. through his.
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17 For it is not a light thing to show irreverence to God’s laws, but later
events will make this clear.

18Now when certain games that came every fifth year were kept at Tyre,
and the king was present,

19 the vile Jason sent sacred envoys,§ as being Antiochians of Jerusalem,
bearing threehundreddrachmas of silver to the sacrifice ofHercules,which
even the bearers thereof thought not right to use for any sacrifice, because
it was not fit, but to spend it for another purpose.

20 Although the intended purpose of the sender this money was for the
sacrifice ofHercules, yet on account of *present circumstances itwent to the
construction of triremewarships.

21NowwhenApollonius the son ofMenestheuswas sent into Egypt for the
† enthronement of Philometor as king, Antiochus, learning that Philometor
had shownhimself hostile toward the government, took precautions for the
securityofhis realm. Therefore, going to Joppa, he travelledon to Jerusalem.

22 Being magnificently received by Jason and the city, he was brought in
with torches and shouting. Then he led his army down into Phoenicia.

23Now after a space of three years, Jason sent Menelaus, the previously
mentioned Simon’s brother, to carry the money to the king, and to make
reports concerning some necessarymatters.

24But he being commended to the king, and having been glorified by the
display of his authority, secured the high priesthood for himself, outbidding
Jason by three hundred talents of silver.

25 After receiving the royal mandates, he returned bringing nothing
worthy of the high priesthood, but having the passion of a cruel tyrant and
the rage of a savage animal.

26 So Jason, who had supplanted his own brother, was supplanted by
another and driven as a fugitive into the country of the Ammonites,

27Menelaus had possession of the office; but of the money that had been
promised to the king nothing was regularly paid, even though Sostratus the
governor of the citadel demanded it—

28 for his job was the gathering of the revenues—so they were both called
by the king to his presence.

29Menelaus left his own brother Lysimachus for his‡ deputy in the high
priesthood; and Sostratus left Crates, who was over the Cyprians.

30Now while this was the state of things, it came to pass that the people
of Tarsus andMallus revolted because they were to be given as a present to
Antiochis, the king’s concubine.

31 The king therefore quickly came to settle matters, leaving for his
§deputy Andronicus, a man of high rank.

32 Then Menelaus, supposing that he had gotten a favorable opportunity,
presented to Andronicus certain vessels of gold belonging to the temple,
which he had stolen. He had already sold others into Tyre and the neigh-
boring cities.

33 When Onias had sure knowledge of this, he sharply reproved him,
having withdrawn himself into a sanctuary at Daphne, that lies by Antioch.

§ 4:19 See ver. 9. * 4:20 Some authorities read the bearers. † 4:21 The exact meaning of the
Greek word is uncertain. ‡ 4:29 Gr. successor. § 4:31 Gr. successor.
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34 Therefore Menelaus, taking Andronicus aside, asked him to kill Onias.
Coming to Onias, and being persuaded to use treachery, and being received
as a friend, Andronicus gave him his right hand with oaths and, though he
was suspicious, persuaded him to come out of the sanctuary. Then, with no
regard for justice, he immediately put him to death.

35 For this reason not only Jews, but many also of the other nations, had
indignation and displeasure at the unjust murder of theman.

36 And when the king had come back from the places in Cilicia, the Jews
who were in the city appealed to him against Andronicus (the Greeks also
joining with them in hatred of the wickedness), urging that Onias had been
wrongfully slain.

37 Antiochus therefore was heartily sorry, and was moved to pity, and
wept, because of the sober and well ordered life of himwhowas dead.

38 Being inflamed with anger, he immediately stripped off Andronicus’s
purple robe, and tore off his under garments, and when he had led him
round through the whole city to that very place where he had committed
the outrage againstOnias, thereheput themurderer out of theway, theLord
rendering to him the punishment he had deserved.

39 Now when many sacrileges had been committed in the city by Lysi-
machus with the consent of Menelaus, and when the report of them had
spread abroad outside, the people gathered themselves together against
Lysimachus, after many vessels of gold had already been stolen.

40 When the multitudes were rising against him and were filled with
anger, Lysimachus armed about three thousandmen, andwith unrighteous
violence began the attack under the leadership ofHauran, aman far gone in
years and no less also in folly.

41 But when they perceived the assault of Lysimachus, some caught up
stones, others logs of wood, and some took handfuls of the ashes that lay
near, and theyflung themall inwild confusion at Lysimachus and thosewho
were with him.

42 As a result, they wounded many of them, they killed some, and they
forced the rest of them to flee, but the author of the sacrilege himself they
killed beside the treasury.

43But about thesematters, therewas an accusation laid againstMenelaus.
44When the king had come to Tyre, the three men who were sent by the

senate pleaded the cause before him.
45 But Menelaus, seeing himself now defeated, promised much money to

Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes, that hemight win over the king.
46Therefore Ptolemy taking the king aside into a cloister, as if to get some

fresh air, convinced him to change his mind.
47He who was the cause of all the evil, Menelaus, he discharged from the

accusations; but these hapless men, who, if they had pleaded even before
Scythians, would have been discharged uncondemned, them he sentenced
to death.

48 Those who were spokesmen for the city and the families of Israel and
the holy vessels soon suffered that unrighteous penalty.

49 Therefore even certain Tyrians, moved with hatred of the wickedness,
providedmagnificently for their burial.
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50 But Menelaus, through the covetous dealings of those who were in
power, remained still in his office, growing in wickedness, established as a
great conspirator against his fellow-citizens.

5
1Now about this time Antiochusmade his second invasion into Egypt.
2 It happened that throughout all the city, for almost forty days, cavalry

appeared in themidst of the sky in swift motion, wearing robes wovenwith
gold and carrying spears, equipped with troops for battle—

3drawing swords, squadrons of cavalry in array, encounters and pursuits
of both armies, shaking shields, multitudes of lances, throwing of missiles,
flashing of golden trappings, and putting on all sorts of armor.

4 Therefore everyone prayed that the manifestation might have been
given for good.

5When a false rumor had arisen that Antiochus was dead, Jason took not
less than a thousand men, and suddenly made an assault upon the city.
When those who were on the wall were being routed, and the city was at
length nearly taken, Menelaus took refuge in the citadel.

6 But Jason slaughtered his own citizens without mercy, not considering
that good success against kinsmen is the greatest misfortune, but suppos-
ing himself to be setting up trophies over enemies, and not over fellow-
countrymen.

7 He didn’t win control of the government, but receiving shame as the
result of his conspiracy, he fled again as a fugitive into the country of the
Ammonites.

8At last therefore he met with a miserable end. Having been imprisoned
at the court of Aretas the prince of the Arabians, fleeing from city to city,
pursued by all men, hated as an rebel against the laws, and abhorred as
the executioner of his country and his fellow citizens, he was cast ashore
in Egypt.

9He who had driven many from their own country into exile perished in
exile, having crossed the sea to the Lacedaemonians, hoping to find shelter
there because they were* near of kin.

10He who had thrown out a multitude unburied had none to mourn for
him. He didn’t have any funeral at all and no place in the tomb of his
ancestors.

11Now when news came to the king concerning that which was done, he
thought that Judeawas in revolt. So, setting out fromEgypt in a rage, he took
the city by force of weapons,

12 and commanded his soldiers to cut down without mercy those who
came in their way, and to kill those whowent into their houses.

13 Then there was killing of young and old, destruction of boys, women,
and children, and slaying of virgins and infants.

14 In a total of three days, eighty thousand were destroyed, of which forty
thousand were slain in close combat, and no fewer were sold into slavery
than slain.

15Not content with this, he presumed to enter into the most holy temple
of all the earth, having Menelaus for his guide (who had proved himself a
traitor both to the laws and to his country),
* 5:9 See 1Maccabees 12:7.
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16 even taking the sacred vessels with his polluted hands, and dragging
downwith his profane hands the offerings that had been dedicated by other
kings to enhance the glory and honor of the place.

17Antiochus was lifted up in mind, not seeing that because of the sins of
those who lived in the city the Sovereign Lord had been provoked to anger
a little while, and therefore his eye was turned away from the place.

18But had it not been so that they were already bound by many sins, this
man, evenasHeliodoruswhowas sentbyKingSeleucus toview the treasury,
would, as soon as he came forward, have been scourged and turned back
from his daring deed.

19However the Lord didn’t choose the nation for the place’s sake, but the
place for the nation’s sake.

20 Therefore also the place itself, having shared in the calamities that
happened to the nation, did afterward share in its benefits; and the place
which was forsaken in the wrath of the Almighty was, at the reconciliation
of the great Sovereign, restored again with all glory.

21 As for Antiochus, when he had carried away out of the temple one
thousand eight hundred talents, he hurried away to Antioch, thinking in his
arrogance that he could sail on land and walk on the sea, because his heart
was lifted up.

22Moreover he left governors to afflict the race: at Jerusalem, Philip, by
race a Phrygian, and in character more barbarous than him who set him
there;

23 and at Gerizim, Andronicus; and besides these, Menelaus, who worse
than all the rest, exalted himself against his fellow-citizens. Having a
malicious mind† toward the Jews‡whom he hadmade his citizens,

24he sent that§ lord of pollutions Apollonius with an army of twenty-two
thousand, commanding him to kill all those whowere of full age, and to sell
the women and the boys as slaves.

25 He came to Jerusalem, and pretending to be a man of peace, waited
till the holy day of the Sabbath, and finding the Jews at rest from work, he
commanded his men to parade fully armed.

26He put to the sword all those who came out to the spectacle. Running
into the city with the armedmen, he killed great multitudes.

27But Judas, who is also calledMaccabaeus, with about nine others, with-
drewhimself, andwithhis companykept himself alive in themountains like
wild animals do. They continued feeding onwhat grewwild, that theymight
not be partakers of the defilement.

6
1Not long after this, the king sent out *an oldman of Athens to compel the

Jews to depart from the laws of their fathers and not to live by the laws of
God,

2 and also to pollute the sanctuary in Jerusalem and to call it by the name
of Olympian Zeus, and to call the sanctuary in Gerizim by the name of Zeus
the Protector of foreigners, even as the people who lived in that place did.

3The visitation of this evil was harsh and utterly grievous.
† 5:23 Some authorities read toward the Jews, he sent. The Greek text of this sentence is uncertain.
‡ 5:23 Compare 2Maccabees 4:9, 19; 9:19. § 5:24 Gr. Μυσάρχην, which alsomaymean ruler of the
Mysians. * 6:1 Or, Geron an Athenian
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4 For the temple was filled with debauchery and reveling by the heathen,
who † dallied with prostitutes, and had intercourse with women within
the sacred precincts, and moreover brought inside things that were not
appropriate.

5 The altar was filled with those abominable things which had been
prohibited by the laws.

6 A man could neither keep the Sabbath, nor observe the feasts of their
ancestors, nor somuch as confess himself to be a Jew.

7Onthedayof theking’sbirtheverymonth, theywere ledalongwithbitter
constraint to eat of the sacrifices. When the feast of Dionysia came, they
were compelled to go in procession in honor of Dionysus, wearing wreaths
of ivy.

8 A decree went out to the neighboring Greek cities, by the suggestion of
Ptolemy, that they should observe the same conduct against the Jews, and
shouldmake them eat of the sacrifices,

9and that they should kill those who didn’t choose to go over to the Greek
rites. So the present misery was for all to see.

10For example, twowomenwere brought in for having circumcised their
children. These, when they had led them publicly around the city with the
babes hung from their breasts, they threw down headlong from the wall.

11Others who had run together into the caves nearby to keep the seventh
day secretly, were betrayed to Philip and were all burned together, because
their piety kept them from defending themselves, in view of the honor of
that most solemn day.

12 I urge those who read this book to not be discouraged because of
the calamities, but recognize that these punishments were not for the
destruction, but for the chastening of our race.

13For indeed it is a sign of great kindness that thosewho act impiously are
not let alone for a long time, but immediately meet with retribution.

14 For in the case of the other nations, the Sovereign Lord waits patiently
to punish themuntil they have attained to the full measure of their sins; but
not with us,

15 that he may not take vengeance on us afterward,‡when we have come
to the§ height of our sins.

16 Therefore he never withdraws his mercy from us; but though he
chastens with calamity, he doesn’t forsake his own people.

17However let this that we have spoken suffice to remind you; but after a
fewwords, wemust come to the narrative.

18 Eleazar, one of the principal scribes, a man already well advanced in
years, and of a noble countenance, was compelled to open his mouth to eat
swine’s flesh.

19 But he, welcoming death with honor rather than life with defilement,
advanced of his own accord to the instrument of torture, but first spat out
the flesh,

20as men ought to comewho are resolute to repel such things as not even
for the natural love of life is it lawful to taste.

21 But those who had the charge of that forbidden sacrificial feast took
the man aside, for the acquaintance which of old times they had with him,
† 6:4 Or, idled with their fellows ‡ 6:15 Or, when our sins have come to their height § 6:15
Gr. end.
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and privately implored him to bring flesh of his own providing, such as was
proper for him to use, and to make as if he did eat of the flesh from the
sacrifice, as had been commanded by the king;

22 that by so doing he might be delivered from death, and so his ancient
friendship with themmight be treated kindly.

23 But he, having formed a high resolve, and one that became his years,
the dignity of old age, and the gray hairs* which he had reachedwith honor,
and his excellent† education from a child, or rather the holy laws‡ of God’s
ordaining, declared hismind accordingly, bidding them to quickly send him
to Hades.

24 “For it doesn’t become our years to dissemble,” he said, “that many of
the young should suppose that Eleazar, the man of ninety years, had gone
over to an alien religion;

25and so they, by reason ofmy deception, and for the sake of this brief and
momentary life, would be led astray because ofme, and I defile anddisgrace
myself in my old age.

26Foreven if for thepresent time Iwould remove fromme thepunishment
ofmen, yetwhether I live ordie, Iwouldn’t escape thehands of theAlmighty.

27 Therefore, by bravely parting with my life now, I will show myself
worthy of my old age,

28 and §leave behind a noble example to the young to die willingly and
nobly a glorious death for the revered and holy laws.”
When he had said these words, he went immediately to the instrument of

torture.
29 *When they changed the good will they bore toward him a little before

into illwill because thesewords of hiswere, as they thought, sheermadness,
30 and when he was at the point to die with the† blows, he groaned aloud

and said, “To the Lord,whohas the holy knowledge, it ismanifest that, while
I might have been delivered from death, I endure severe pains in my body
by being scourged; but in soul I gladly suffer these things because ofmy fear
of him.”

31 So this man also died like this, leaving his death for an example of
nobleness and a memorial of virtue, not only to the young but also to the
great body of his nation.

7
1 It came to pass that seven brothers and their mother were at the king’s

command takenandshamefullyhandledwith scourgesandcords, to compel
them to taste of the abominable swine’s flesh.

2Oneof themmadehimself the spokesmanand said, “Whatwould youask
and learn from us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress the laws
of our ancestors.”

3 The king fell into a rage, and commanded that pans and caldrons be
heated.

4 When these were immediately heated, he gave orders to cut out the
tongue of him who had been their spokesman, and to scalp him, and to cut
off his extremities, with the rest of his brothers and his mother looking on.
* 6:23 The Greek text appears to be corrupt. † 6:23 Some authorities read manner of life.
‡ 6:23 Gr. legislation. § 6:28 Gr. one that has left behind. * 6:29 The Greek text of this verse
is uncertain. † 6:30 Or, blows
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5And when he was utterly* maimed, the king gave orders to bring him to
the fire, being yet alive, and to fry him in the pan. And as the smoke from
the pan spread far, they and their mother also exhorted one another to die
nobly, saying this:

6 “The Lord God sees, and in truth is† entreated for us, as Moses declared
in ‡his song, which witnesses against the people to their faces, saying, ‘And
he will have compassion on his servants.’ ”

7 And when the first had died like this, they brought the second to the
mocking; and they pulled off the skin of his head with the hair and asked
him, “Will you eat, before your body is punished in every limb?”

8But he answered in the language of his ancestors and said to them, “No.”
Therefore he also underwent the next torture in succession, as the first had
done.

9When he was at the last gasp, he said, “You, miscreant, release us out of
this present life, but the King of theworldwill raise uswho have died for his
laws up to an everlasting renewal of life.”

10 After him, the third was made a victim of their mocking. When he
was required, he quickly put out his tongue, and stretched out his hands
courageously,

11and nobly said, “I got these from heaven. For his laws’ sake I treat these
with contempt. From him, I hope to receive these back again.”

12 As a result, the king himself and those who were with him were
astonished at the youngman’s soul, for he regarded the pains as nothing.

13Whenhe toowasdead, they shamefullyhandledand tortured the fourth
in the sameway.

14 Being near to death he said this: “It is good to die at the hands of men
and look for the hope which is given by God, that we will be raised up again
by him. For as for you, you will have no resurrection to life.”

15Next after him, they brought the fifth and shamefully handled him.
16 But he looked toward §the king and said, “Because you have authority

among men, though you are corruptible, you do what you please. But don’t
think that our race has been forsaken by God.

17Buthold on to yourways, and seehowhis sovereignmajestywill torture
you and your descendants!”

18 After him they brought the sixth. When he was about to die, he said,
“Don’t be vainly deceived, for we suffer these things for our own doings, as
sinning against our own God. Astounding things have come to pass;

19 but don’t think you that you will be unpunished, having tried to fight
against God!”

20 But above all, the mother was marvelous and worthy of honorable
memory; for when she watched seven sons perishing within the space of
one day, she bore the sight with a good courage because of her hope in the
Lord.

21 She exhorted each one of them in the language of their fathers, filled
with a noble spirit and stirring up her woman’s thoughts with manly
courage, saying to them,

* 7:5 Gr. useless. † 7:6 Or, comforted in ‡ 7:6 See Deuteronomy 31:21 and 32:36. § 7:16
Gr. him.
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22 “I don’t know how you came into my womb. It wasn’t I who gave
you your *spirit and your life. It wasn’t I who brought into order the first
elements of each one of you.

23 Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the first origin of man
and devised the first origin of all things, in mercy gives back to you again
both your †spirit and your life, as you now treat yourselves with contempt
for his laws’ sake.”

24 But Antiochus, thinking himself to be despised, and suspecting the
reproachful voice, while the youngest was yet alive didn’t only make his
appeal to him by words, but also at the same time promised with oaths that
hewould enrich him and‡ raise him to high honor if hewould turn from the
ways of his ancestors, and that hewould takehim for his §friend and entrust
himwith public affairs.

25But when the youngmanwould in no way listen, the king called to him
his mother, and urged her to advise the youth to save himself.

26When he had urged her with many words, she undertook to persuade
her son.

27 But bending toward him, laughing the cruel tyrant to scorn, she spoke
this in the language of her fathers: “My son, have pity uponmewho carried
you nine months in my womb, and nursed you three years, and nourished
and brought you up to this age, and sustained you.

28 I beg you,mychild, to lift your eyes to the skyand the earth, and to see all
things that are in it, and thus to recognize that Godmade them not of things
that were, and that the race of men in this way comes into being.

29 Don’t be afraid of this butcher, but, proving yourself worthy of your
brothers, accept your death, that in God’s mercy I may receive you again
with your brothers.”

30 But before she had finished speaking, the young man said, “What are
you all waiting for? I don’t obey the commandment of the king, but I listen
to the commandmentof the law thatwasgiven toour fathers throughMoses.

31But you, who have devised all kinds of evil against the Hebrews, will in
no way escape God’s hands.

32For we are suffering because of our own sins.
33 If for rebuke and chastening, our living Lord has been angered a little

while, yet he will again be reconciled with his own servants.
34 But you, O unholy man and of all most vile, don’t be vainly lifted up

in your wild pride with uncertain hopes, raising your hand against the
heavenly children.

35Foryouhavenot yet escaped the judgmentof theAlmightyGodwhosees
all things.

36 For these our brothers, having endured a * short pain that brings
everlasting life, have now † died under God’s covenant. But you, through
God’s judgment,will receive in justmeasure thepenalties of yourarrogance.

37 But I, as my brothers, give up both body and soul for the laws of our
fathers, calling upon God that he may speedily become ‡gracious to the

* 7:22 Or, breath † 7:23 Or, breath ‡ 7:24 Gr. make him one that is counted happy. § 7:24
See 2 Maccabees 8:9. * 7:36 Gr. short pain of ever-flowing life. † 7:36 Gr. fallen. By the
omission of one Greek letter the words would signify having endured a short pain, have now drunk
of ever-flowing life under God’s covenant. ‡ 7:37 Gr. propitious.
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nation, and that you, amidst trials and plagues, may confess that he alone
is God,

38and that in me andmy brothers § youmay bring to an end the wrath of
the Almighty which has been justly brought upon our whole race.”

39 But the king, falling into a rage, handled him worse than all the rest,
being exasperated at his mocking.

40 So he also died pure, putting his whole trust in the Lord.
41Last of all, after her sons, the mother died.
42Let it thensuffice tohavesaid thusmuchconcerning thesacrificial feasts

and the extreme tortures.

8
1But Judas, who is also calledMaccabaeus, and thosewhowerewith him,

making their way secretly into the villages, called to them their kindred.
Taking to them those who had continued in the Jews’ religion, gathered
together about six thousand.

2 They called upon the Lord to look at the people who were oppressed by
all, and to have compassion on the sanctuary that had been profaned by the
ungodly men,

3and tohavepityon thecity thatwas suffering ruinandready tobe leveled
to the ground, and to listen to the blood that cried out to him,

4 and to remember the lawless destruction of the innocent infants, and
concerning the blasphemies that hadbeen committed against his name, and
to show his hatred of wickedness.

5WhenMaccabaeus had trained his men for service, the heathen at once
found him irresistible, for the wrath of the Lord was turned into mercy.

6 *Coming without warning, he set fire to cities and villages. And in win-
ning back themost important positions, putting to flight no small number of
the enemies,

7he especially took advantage of the nights for such assaults. His courage
was loudly talked of everywhere.

8But when Philip saw the man gaining ground little by little, and increas-
ing more and more in his success, he wrote to Ptolemy, the governor of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia, that he should support the king’s cause.

9Ptolemyquickly appointedNicanor the son of Patroclus, one of the king’s
† chief friends, and sent him, in command of no fewer than twenty thousand
of all nations, to destroy thewhole race of Judea. Withhimhe joinedGorgias
also, a captain and one who had experience inmatters of war.

10Nicanor resolved by the sale of the captive Jews tomake up for the king
the tribute of two thousand talents which he was to pay to the Romans.

11 Immediately he sent to the cities upon the sea coast, inviting them to
buy Jewish ‡slaves, promising to deliver seventy §slaves for a talent, not
expecting the judgment that was to overtake him from the Almighty.

12News came to Judas concerning Nicanor’s invasion. When he commu-
nicated to those whowere with him the presence of the army,

13 those who were cowardly and distrustful of God’s judgment *ran away
and left the country.
§ 7:38 Some authorities readmay be stayed. * 8:6 The Greek text of verses 6 and 7 is uncertain.

† 8:9 See 1 Maccabees 10:65. Compare 2 Maccabees 1:14; 7:24; 10:13; 14:11; 1 Maccabees 2:18.
‡ 8:11 Gr. bodies. § 8:11 Gr. bodies. * 8:13 The Greek text here is uncertain.
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14Others sold all that theyhad left, andat the same time implored theLord
to deliver those who had been sold as slaves by the impious Nicanor before
he ever met them,

15 if not for their own sakes, then for the covenants made with their
ancestors, and because he had called them by his holy and glorious name.

16 So Maccabaeus gathered his men together, six thousand in number,
and exhorted them not to be frightened by the enemy, nor to fear the great
multitude of the heathen who came wrongfully against them, but to fight
nobly,

17settingbefore their eyes theoutrage thathadbeen lawlesslyperpetrated
upon the holy place, and the torture of the city that had been turned to
mockery, and further the overthrow of the way of life received from their
ancestors.

18 “For they,” he said, “trust their weapons and daring deeds, but we trust
in the almighty God, since he is able at a nod to cast down those who are
coming against us, and even the whole world.”

19Moreover, he recounted to them the help given from time to time in the
days of their ancestors, both in the days of Sennacherib, when one hundred
eighty-five thousand perished,

20 and in the land of Babylon, in the battle that was fought against the†
Gauls, how they came to the battle with eight thousand in all, with four
thousandMacedonians, and how, the Macedonians being hard pressed, the
‡six thousand destroyed the hundred and twenty thousand because of the
help which they had from heaven, and took a great deal of plunder.

21And when he had with these words filled themwith courage andmade
them ready to die for the laws and their country, he divided his army into
four parts.

22He appointed his brothers, Simon, Joseph, and Jonathan, to be leaders
of the divisions with him, giving each the command of one thousand five
hundredmen.

23Moreover Eleazer also, having read aloud the sacred book, and having
given as watchword, “THE HELP OF GOD”, leading the first band himself,
joined battle with Nicanor.

24 Since the Almighty fought on their side, they killed more than nine
thousandof the enemy, andwounded and§disabledmost ofNicanor’s army,
and compelled them all to flee.

25 They took the money of those who had come there to buy them as
slaves. After they had pursued them for some *distance, they returned,
being constrained by the time of the day;

26 for it was the day before the Sabbath, and for this reason they made no
effort to chase them far.

27 †When they had gathered ‡theweapons of the enemy together, and had
strippedoff their spoils, theykept theSabbath, greatlyblessingand thanking
the Lord who had saved them to this day, because he had begun to show
mercy to them.

† 8:20 Gr. Galatians. ‡ 8:20 Some authorities read eight. § 8:24 Gr. disabled in their limbs.
* 8:25 Or, while † 8:27 The exact meaning of this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:27 Gr. their

weapons...the spoils of the enemy.
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28 After the Sabbath, when they had given some of the spoils to the §
maimed, and to the widows and orphans, they distributed the rest among
themselves and their children.

29 When they had accomplished these things and had made a common
supplication, they implored the merciful Lord to be wholly reconciled with
his servants.

30Having had an encounter with the forces of Timotheus and Bacchides,
they killed more than twenty thousand of them, and made themselves
masters of exceedingly high strongholds, and divided very much plunder,
giving the *maimed, orphans, widows, and the aged an equal share with
themselves.

31 † When they had gathered the weapons ‡ of the enemy together, they
stored them all up carefully in themost strategic positions, and they carried
the rest of the spoils to Jerusalem.

32Theykilled the§phylarchofTimotheus’s forces, amostunholyman, and
one who had done the Jewsmuch harm.

33 * As they celebrated the feast of victory in the † city of their fathers, they
burned those who had set the sacred ‡gates on fire, including Callisthenes,
who had fled into §a little house. So they received the proper reward for
their impiety.

34The thrice-accursedNicanor, who had brought the thousandmerchants
to buy the Jews as slaves,

35 being through the help of the Lord humbled by them who in his eyes
were held to be of least account, took off his glorious apparel, and passing
through the country, *shunning all company like a fugitive slave, arrived
at Antioch, † having, as he thought, had the greatest possible good fortune,
though his armywas destroyed.

36He who had taken upon himself to make tribute sure for the Romans
by the captivity of the men of Jerusalem published abroad that the Jews
had One who fought for them, and that ‡because this was so, the Jews were
invulnerable, because they followed the laws ordained by him.

9
1Now about that time, Antiochus retreated *in disorder from the region

of Persia.
2 For he had entered into the city called Persepolis, and he attempted to

rob †a temple and to control the city. Therefore themultitudes rushed in and
the people of the country turned to defend themselves withweapons; and it
came to pass that Antiochus was put to flight by the people of the country
and broke his campwith disgrace.

3 While he was at Ecbatana, news was brought to him about what had
happened to Nicanor and the forces of Timotheus.
§ 8:28 Or,woundedGr. shamefullyhandled. * 8:30 Or,woundedGr. shamefullyhandled. † 8:31
The exact meaning of this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:31 Gr. of them. § 8:32 That is, probably, the
captainof an irregularauxiliary force. SomewritePhylarches, as apropername. * 8:33 TheGreek
text here is perhaps corrupt. † 8:33 Or, country ‡ 8:33 Or, porches § 8:33 Or, a solitary hut
* 8:35 Gr. havingmade himself solitary. † 8:35 Or, having won the greatest possible favor by

reason of the destruction of his army ‡ 8:36 Or, because of this their way of life Gr. because of this
manner. * 9:1 Or, with dishonor † 9:2 Or, temples
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4Being overcome by his anger, he planned to make the Jews suffer for the
evil deeds of thosewhohadputhim toflight. Therefore,with judgment from
heaven even now accompanying him, he ordered his charioteer to drive
without ceasing until he completed the journey; for he arrogantly said this:
“I will make Jerusalem a common graveyard of Jews when I come there.”

5 But the All-seeing Lord, the God of Israel, struck him with a ‡fatal and
invisible stroke. As soon as he hadfinished speaking thisword, an incurable
pain of the bowels seized him, with bitter torments of the inner parts—

6and thatmost justly, for hehad tormentedothermen’s bowelswithmany
and strange sufferings.

7But he in no way ceased from his rude insolence. No, he was filled with
even more arrogance, breathing fire in his passion against the Jews, and
giving orders to hasten the journey. But it came to passmoreover that he fell
from his chariot as it rushed along, and having a grievous fall was tortured
in all of the members of his body.

8 He who had just supposed himself to have the waves of the sea at his
bidding because he was so superhumanly arrogant, and who thought to
weigh the heights of the mountains in a balance, was now brought to the
ground and carried in a litter, §showing to all that the power was obviously
God’s,

9 so thatworms swarmed out of the impiousman’s body, andwhile hewas
still living in anguish and pains, his flesh fell off, and by reason of the stench
all the army turned with loathing from his decay.

10 The man who a little before supposed himself to touch the stars of
heaven, no one could endure to carry because of his intolerable stench.

11 Therefore he began in great part to cease from his arrogance, being
broken in spirit, and to come to knowledge under the scourge of God, his
pains increasing everymoment.

12When he himself could not stand his own smell, he said thesewords: “It
is right to be subject toGod, and that onewho ismortal shouldnot think they
are equal to God.”

13 The vile man vowed to the sovereign Lord, who now no more would
have pity upon him, saying

14 that the holy city, to which he was going in haste to lay it even with the
ground and to *make it a common graveyard, he would declare free.

15Concerning the Jews, whomhe had decided not even to countworthy of
burial, but to cast them out to the animals with their infants for the birds to
devour, he wouldmake them all equal to citizens of Athens.

16 The holy sanctuary, which before he had plundered, he would adorn
with best offerings, and would restore all the sacred vessels many times
multiplied, and out of his own revenueswould defray the charges that were
required for the sacrifices.

17Beside all this, he said that hewouldbecomea Jewandwould visit every
inhabited place, proclaiming the power of God.

18 But when his sufferings did in no way cease, for the judgment of
God had come upon him in righteousness, having given up all hope for

‡ 9:5 Gr. remediless. § 9:8 Or, showingmanifestly to all the power of God * 9:14 Gr. build.
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himself, he wrote to the Jews the letter written below, having the nature of
a supplication, to this effect:

19 “To the worthy Jewish citizens, Antiochus, king and general, wishes
much joy and health and prosperity.

20May you and your children fare well, and may your affairs be as you
wish. Havingmy hope in heaven,

21 I remembered with affection your honor and good will. Returning out
of the region of Persia, and being takenwith an annoying sickness, I deemed
it necessary to take thought for the common safety of all,

22 not despairing of myself, but having great hope to escape from the
sickness.

23But considering that my father also, at the time he led an army into the
upper country, appointed his successor,

24 to the end that, if anything fell out contrary to expectation, or if any
unwelcome tidings were brought, the people in the country, knowing to
whom the state had been left, might not be troubled,

25 and, moreover, observing how the princes who are along the borders
and neighbors to my kingdom watch for opportunities and look for the
future event, I have appointed my son Antiochus to be king, whom I often
entrusted and commended tomost of youwhen Iwas hurrying to the upper
provinces. I have written to himwhat is written below.

26 I therefore urge you and beg you, having in your remembrance the
benefits done to you in common and severally, to preserve your present
good will, each of you, towardme andmy son.

27 For I am persuaded that he in gentleness and kindness will follow my
purpose and treat you withmoderation and kindness.

28 So the murderer and blasphemer, having endured the most intense
sufferings, even as he had dealt with other men, ended his life among the
mountains by amost piteous fate in a strange land.

29 Philip his foster brother took the body home and then, fearing the son
of Antiochus, he withdrew himself to Ptolemy Philometor in Egypt.

10
1Then Maccabaeus and those who were with him, the Lord leading them

on, recovered the temple and the city.
2Theypulleddown thealtars that hadbeenbuilt in themarketplaceby the

foreigners, and also the sacred enclosures.
3 Having cleansed the sanctuary, they made another altar of sacrifice.

*Strikingflintandstartingafire, theyofferedsacrificesafter theyhadceased
for two years, burned incense, lit lamps, and set out the show bread.

4When they had done these things, they fell prostrate and implored the
Lord that they might fall no more into such evils; but that, if they ever did
sin, theymight be chastened by himwith forbearance, and not be delivered
to blaspheming and barbarous heathen.

5 Now on the same day that the sanctuary was profaned by foreigners,
upon that very day it came to pass that the sanctuary was cleansed, even
on the twenty-fifth day of the samemonth, which is Chislev.

* 10:3 Gr. firing.
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6 They observed eight days with gladness in the manner of the feast
of tabernacles, remembering how †not long before, during the feast of
tabernacles, they were wandering in the mountains and in the caves like
wild animals.

7 Therefore carrying wands wreathed with leaves, and beautiful
branches, and palm fronds also, they offered up hymns of thanksgiving
to himwho had successfully brought to pass the cleansing of his own place.

8They ordained also with a public statute and decree, for all the nation of
the Jews, that they should observe these days every year.

9Suchwere the events of the end of Antiochus, whowas called Epiphanes.
10Nowwewill declare what came to pass under Antiochus ‡Eupator, who

proved himself a son of that ungodly man, and will summarize the main
evils of the wars.

11For this man, when he succeeded to the kingdom, appointed one Lysias
to be chancellor and supreme governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia.

12 For Ptolemy who was called Macron, setting an example of observing
justice toward the Jews because of the wrong that had been done to them,
endeavored to deal with them on peaceful terms.

13Whereupon being accused by the king’s §friends before Eupator, and
hearing himself called traitor at every turn because he had abandoned
Cypruswhich Philometor had entrusted to him, andhadwithdrawnhimself
to Antiochus Epiphanes, and * failing to uphold the honor of his office, he
took poison and did awaywith himself.

14 But when Gorgias was made governor of the district, he maintained a
force of mercenaries, and at every turn kept up war with the Jews.

15 Together with him the Idumaeans also, being masters of important
strongholds, harassed the Jews; and received those who had taken refuge
from Jerusalem, they endeavored to keep up the war.

16 But Maccabaeus and his men, having made solemn supplication and
having implored God to fight on their side, rushed upon the strongholds of
the Idumaeans.

17Assaulting them vigorously, they took control of the positions, and kept
off all who fought upon the wall, and killed those whom they encountered,
killing no fewer than twenty thousand.

18 Because no fewer than nine thousand had fled into two very strong
towers having everything needed for a seige,

19 Maccabaeus, having left Simon and Joseph, and also Zacchaeus and
those who were with him, a force sufficient to besiege them, departed
himself to places where he wasmost needed.

20But Simonand thosewhowerewithhim, yielding to covetousness,were
bribed by some of those who were in the towers, and receiving seventy
thousand drachmas, let some of them slip away.

21 But when word was brought to Maccabaeus of what was done, he
gathered the leaders of the people together, and accused those men of
having sold their kindred for money by setting their enemies free to fight
against them.

† 10:6 Or, not long before they kept the feast of tabernacles by wandering ‡ 10:10 That is, son of
a good father. § 10:13 See 2Maccabees 8:9 * 10:13 The Greek text here is corrupt.
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22So he killed thesemen for having turned traitors, and immediately took
possession of the two towers.

23Prospering with his weapons in everything he undertook, he destroyed
more than twenty thousand in the two strongholds.

24 Now Timotheus, who had been defeated by the Jews before, having
gathered together foreign forces in great multitudes, and having collected
the cavalrywhich belonged to Asia, not a few, came as though hewould take
Judea by force of weapons.

25 But as he drew near, Maccabaeus and his men sprinkled dirt on their
heads and girded their loins with sackcloth, in supplication to God,

26 and falling down upon the step in front of the altar, implored him
to become †gracious to them, and ‡be an enemy to their enemies and an
adversary to their adversaries, as the law declares.

27 Rising from their prayer they took up their weapons, and advanced
some distance from the city. When they had come near to their enemies,
they§ halted.

28When the dawn was now breaking, the two armies joined in battle, the
one part having this, beside virtue, for a pledge of success and victory, that
they had fled to the Lord for refuge, the others making their passion their
leader in the fight.

29When the battle became strong, there appeared out of heaven to their
adversaries five splendid men on horses with bridles of gold, *and two of
them, leading on the Jews,

30 and taking Maccabaeus in the midst of them, and covering him with
their own armor, guarded him from wounds, while they shot arrows and
thunderbolts at the enemies. For this reason, theywere blinded and thrown
into confusion, and were cut to pieces, filled with bewilderment.

31Twenty thousand five hundred were slain, beside six hundred cavalry.
32 Timotheus himself fled into a stronghold called Gazara, a fortress of

great strength, †where Chaereas was in command.
33 Then Maccabaeus and his men were glad and laid siege to the fortress

for four days.
34 Those who were within, trusting in the strength of the place, blas-

phemed exceedingly, and hurled out impious words.
35 But at dawn of the fifth day, certain young men of Maccabaeus’ com-

pany, inflamed with anger because of the blasphemies, assaulted the wall
with masculine force and with ‡furious anger, and cut downwhoever came
in their way.

36Others climbing up in the sameway, while the enemies were distracted
with those who had made their way within, set fire to the towers, and
kindled fires that burned the blasphemers alive, while others broke open
the gates, and, having given entrance to the rest of the band, occupied the
city.

37 They killed Timotheus, who was hidden in a cistern, and his brother
Chaereas, and Apollophanes.

† 10:26 Gr. propitious. ‡ 10:26 See Exodus 23:22. § 10:27 Gr. were by themselves. * 10:29
Some authorities read and leading on the Jews; who also, taking. † 10:32 See ver. 37. ‡ 10:35
Gr. passion as of wild animals.
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38When they had accomplished these things, they blessed the Lord with
hymns and thanksgiving, blessing himwho provides great benefits to Israel
and gives them the victory.

11
1 Now after a very little time, Lysias, the king’s guardian, kinsman, and

chancellor, being very displeased about the things that had happened,
2 collected about eighty thousand infantry and all his cavalry and came

against the Jews, planing to make the city a home for Greeks,
3 and to levy tribute on the temple, as *on the other sacred places of the

nations, and to put up the high priesthood for sale every year.
4 He took no account of God’s power, but was puffed up with his ten

thousands of infantry, his thousands of cavalry, and his eighty elephants.
5Coming into JudeaandapproachingBethsuron,whichwasa strongplace

and about five stadia† away from Jerusalem, he pressed it hard.
6 When Maccabaeus and his men learned that he was besieging the

strongholds, they and all the people with lamentations and tears made
supplication to the Lord to send a good angel to save Israel.

7Maccabaeus himself took up weapons first, and exhorted the others to
put themselves in jeopardy together with him and help their kindred; and
they went out with him very willingly.

8 As they were there, close to Jerusalem, a horseman appeared at their
head in white apparel, brandishing‡weapons of gold.

9They all together praised the merciful God, and were yet more strength-
ened in heart, being ready to §assail not only men but the wildest animals
and walls of iron,

10 they advanced in array, having him who is in heaven to fight on their
side, for the Lord hadmercy on them.

11 Hurling themselves like lions against the enemy, they killed eleven
thousand infantry and one thousand six hundred cavalry, and forced all the
rest to flee.

12Most of them escapedwounded and naked. Lysias himself also escaped
by shameful flight.

13 But as he was a man not void of understanding, pondering the defeat
which had befallen him, and considering that the Hebrews could not be
overcome because the Almighty God fought on their side, he sent again

14 and persuaded them to come to terms on condition that all their rights
were acknowledged, and * promised that he would also persuade the king
to become their friend.

15 Maccabaeus gave consent upon all the conditions which Lysias pro-
posed to him, being careful of the common good; for whatever requests
Maccabaeus delivered in writing to Lysias concerning the Jews the king
allowed.

16The letter written to the Jews from Lysias was to this effect:
“Lysias to the †people of the Jews, greetings.

* 11:3 Or, on all the sacred places of the heathen † 11:5 One stadia was roughly 189 meters or
618 feet, so 5 stadia was about a little less than 1 km or a little more than half a mile. ‡ 11:8 Gr. a
panoply. § 11:9 Gr. wound. * 11:14 TheGreek text here is corrupt. † 11:16 Gr. multitude.
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17 John and Absalom, who were sent from you, having delivered the doc-
ument written below, made request concerning the things written therein.

18 Whatever things therefore needed to be brought before the king I
declared to him, and what things were possible he allowed.

19 If then you will all preserve your good will toward the government, I
will also endeavor in the future to contribute to your good.

20 Concerning this, I have given order in detail, both to these men and to
those who are sent fromme, to confer with you.

21 Farewell. Written in the one hundred forty-eighth year, on the twenty-
fourth day of themonth ‡Dioscorinthius.”

22And the king’s letter contained these words:
“King Antiochus to his brother Lysias, greetings.
23 Seeing that our father passed to the gods having the wish that the

subjects of his kingdom §should be undisturbed and give themselves to the
care of their own affairs,

24we, having heard that the Jews do not consent to our father’s purpose to
turn them to the customs of the Greeks, but choose rather their own way of
living, andmake request that the customs of their law be allowed to them—

25choosing therefore that thisnationalso shouldbe free fromdisturbance,
we determine that their temple is to be restored to them, and that they live
according to the customs that were in the days of their ancestors.

26Youwill therefore dowell to sendmessengers to themandgive them the
right hand of friendship, that they, knowing ourmind,may be of good heart,
and gladly occupy themselves with the conduct of their own affairs.”

27And to the nation, the king’s letter was as follows:
“King Antiochus to the senate of the Jews and to the other Jews, greetings.
28 If youare allwell, it is aswedesire. Weourselves also are in goodhealth.
29Menelaus informed us that your desire was to return home and follow

your own business.
30 They therefore who depart home up to the thirtieth day of Xanthicus

shall have our *friendship, with full permission
31 that the Jews use their own foods and observe their own laws, even as

formerly. None of themshall be in anywaymolested for the things that have
been done in ignorance.

32Moreover I have sent Menelaus also, that hemay encourage you.
33Farewell. Written in the one hundred forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth

day of Xanthicus.”
34The Romans also sent to them a letter in these words:
“QuintusMemmius and Titus Manius, ambassadors of the Romans, to the

people of the Jews, greetings.
35 In regard to the thingswhich Lysias the king’s kinsman granted you, we

also give consent.
36Butas for the thingswhichhe judgedshouldbereferred to theking, send

someone promptly, after you have considered them, that we may publish
such decrees as are appropriate for your case; for we are on our way to
Antioch.

‡ 11:21 This month name is not found elsewhere, and is perhaps corrupt. § 11:23 Or, should not
be disquieted but * 11:30 Gr. right hand.
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37Therefore sendsomeonewith speed, thatwealsomay learnwhat is your
mind.

38 †Farewell. Written in the onehundred forty-eighth year, on thefifteenth
day of Xanthicus.

12
1Sowhen this agreement had beenmade, Lysias departed to the king, and

the Jews went about their farming.
2 But some of the governors of districts, Timotheus and Apollonius the

son of Gennaeus, and also Hieronymus and Demophon, and beside them
Nicanor the governor of Cyprus, would not allow them to enjoy tranquillity
and live in peace.

3Men of Joppa perpetrated this great impiety: they invited the Jews who
lived among them to go with their wives and children into the boats which
they had provided, as though they had no ill will toward them.

4 When* the Jews,† relying on the public vote of the city, accepted the
invitation, asmendesiring to live in peace and suspectingnothing, they took
them out to sea and drowned not less than two hundred of them.

5When Judas heard of the cruelty done to his fellow-countrymen, giving
command to themen that were with him

6andcallinguponGod the righteous Judge, he cameagainst themurderers
of his kindred, and set the harbor on fire at night, burned the boats, and put
to the sword those who had fled there.

7 But when the town gates were closed, he withdrew, intending to come
again to root out the whole community of themen of Joppa.

8But learning that themen of Jamnia intended to do the same thing to the
Jews who lived among them,

9he attacked the Jamnites at night, and set fire to the harbor togetherwith
the fleet, so that the glare of the light was seen at Jerusalem, two hundred
forty furlongs‡ distant.

10 Now when they had drawn off nine furlongs§ from there, as they
marched against Timotheus, an army of Arabians attacked him, no fewer
than five thousand infantry and five hundred cavalry.

11 And when a hard battle had been fought, and Judas and his company,
by the help of God, had good success, the nomads being overcome implored
Judas to grant them friendship, promising to give him livestock, and to help
*his people in all other ways.

12 So Judas, thinking that they would indeed be profitable inmany things,
agreed to live in peace with them; and receiving pledges of friendship they
departed to their tents.

13He also attacked a certain city, strong and fenced with earthworks and
walls, and inhabited by amixedmultitude of various nations. It was named
Caspin.

14 Those who were within, trusting in the strength of the walls and their
store of provisions, behaved themselves rudely toward Judas and thosewho

† 11:38 Gr. Be in good health. * 12:4 Gr. they also. † 12:4 Gr. after. ‡ 12:9 a furlong is
about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 240 furlongs is about 48 km. or 30 miles § 12:10 a furlong is
about 201meters or 220 yards, so 9 furlongs is about 1.8 km. or 1 1/8 miles * 12:11 Gr. them.
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werewithhim, railing, and furthermoreblasphemingandspeaking impious
words.

15 But Judas and his company, calling upon the great Sovereign of the
world, who without rams and cunning engines of war hurled down Jericho
in the times of Joshua, rushed wildly against the wall.

16 Having taken the city by the will of God, they made unspeakable
slaughter, so much that the adjoining lake, which was two furlongs† broad,
appeared to be filled with the deluge of blood.

17 When they had gone seven hundred fifty furlongs‡ from there, they
made their way to Charax, to the Jews that are called §Tubieni.

18They didn’t find Timotheus in that district, for he had by then departed
from the districtwithout accomplishing anything, but had left behind a very
strong garrison in one place.

19 But Dositheus and Sosipater, who were captains under Maccabaeus,
went out and destroyed those who had been left by Timotheus in the
stronghold, more than ten thousandmen.

20Maccabaeus, arranging his own army in divisions, set *these two over
the bands, andmarched in haste against Timotheus, who had with him one
hundred twenty thousand infantry and two thousand five hundred cavalry.

21 When Timotheus heard of the approach of Judas, he at once sent
away the women and the children with the baggage into the fortress called
†Carnion; for the place was hard to besiege and difficult of access by reason
of the narrowness of the approaches on all sides.

22When the band of Judas, who led the first division, appeared in sight,
and when terror and fear came upon the enemy, because themanifestation
of him who sees all things came upon them, they fled in every direction,
carried this way and that, so that theywere often injured by their ownmen,
and pierced with the points of their own swords.

23 Judas continued the pursuit more vigorously, putting the wicked
wretches to the sword, and he destroyed as many as thirty thousandmen.

24Timotheushimself, falling inwith the companyofDositheus andSosipa-
ter, implored themwithmuch crafty guile to let him gowith his life, because
he had in his power the parents of many of them and the kindred of some. ‡
“Otherwise, he said, little regard will § be shown to these.”

25 So when he had with many words confirmed the agreement to restore
themwithout harm, they let him go that theymight save their kindred.

26 Then Judas, marching against *Carnion and the temple of Atergatis,
killed twenty-five thousand people.

27After he had put these to flight and destroyed them, hemarched against
Ephron also, a strong city, †whereinweremultitudes of people of all nations.
Stalwart young men placed ‡on the walls made a vigorous defense. There
were great stores of war engines and darts there.
† 12:16 a furlong is about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 2 furlongs is about 402 meters or 1/4 mile

‡ 12:17 a furlong is about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 750 furlongs is about 151 km. or 94 miles
§ 12:17 That is, men of Tob: see Judges 11:3, 2 Samuel 10:6, and compare 1 Maccabees 5:13.

* 12:20 Gr. them. † 12:21 Compare Carnain,1 Maccabees 5:26, 43, 44. ‡ 12:24 Gr. and the
result will be that these be disregarded. The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt. § 12:24 Or, have
been shown * 12:26 Compare Carnain, 1 Maccabees 5:26, 43, 44. † 12:27 The Greek text here
is perhaps corrupt. ‡ 12:27 Gr. in front of.
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28But calling upon the Sovereignwhowithmight shatters the §strength of
*the enemy, they took the city into their hands, andkilled asmanyas twenty-
five thousand of those whowere in it.

29Settingout fromthere, theymarched inhasteagainst Scythopolis,which
is six hundred furlongs† away from Jerusalem.

30But when the Jews who were settled there testified of the good will that
the Scythopolitans had shown toward them, and of their kind treatment of
them in the times of their misfortune,

31 they gave thanks, and further exhorted them to remain well disposed
toward the race for the future. Then they went up to Jerusalem, the feast of
weeks being close at hand.

32 But after the feast called Pentecost, they marched in haste against
Gorgias the governor of Idumaea.

33He came out with three thousand infantry and four hundred cavalry.
34When they had set themselves in array, it came to pass that a few of the

Jews fell.
35A certainDositheus, one ‡ of Bacenor’s company, whowas on horseback

andwas a strongman, pressed hard on Gorgias, and taking hold of his cloke
dragged him along by main force. While he planned to take the accursed
man alive, one of the Thracian cavalry bore down on him and disabled his
shoulder, and so Gorgias escaped to §Marisa.

36 When those who were with Esdris had been fighting long and were
weary, Judas calledupon theLord to showhimself, fighting on their side and
leading in the battle.

37 Then in the language of his ancestors he raised the battle cry joined
with hymns. Then he rushed against Gorgias’ troops when they were not
expecting it, and put them to flight.

38 Judas gathered his army and came to the city of *Adullam. As the
seventh day was coming on, they purified themselves according to the
custom, and kept the Sabbath there.

39 On the following day, †when it had become necessary, Judas and his
company came to take up the bodies of those who had fallen, ‡and in
company with their kinsmen to bring them back to the sepulchres of their
ancestors.

40Butunder the garments of eachoneof thedead they found§consecrated
tokensof the idolsof Jamnia,which the lawforbids the Jews tohaveanything
todowith. It becameclear to all that itwas for this cause that theyhad fallen.

41 All therefore, blessing the ways of the Lord, the righteous Judge, who
makes manifest the things that are hidden,

42 turned themselves to supplication, praying that the sincommittedmight
be wholly blotted out. The noble Judas exhorted the multitude to keep
themselves from sin, for they had seen with their own eyes what happened
because of the sin of those who had fallen.

§ 12:28 Some authorities read weight. * 12:28 Or, his enemies † 12:29 a furlong is about
201 meters or 220 yards, so 600 furlongs is about 121 km. or 75 miles ‡ 12:35 The Greek text is
uncertain. § 12:35 Compare 1Maccabees 5:65. * 12:38 Gr. Odollam. † 12:39 TheGreek text
here is uncertain. ‡ 12:39 Or, and to bring them back to be with their kinsmen in the sepulchres
§ 12:40 Perhaps these were consecrated images of the idols.
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43Whenhe hadmade a collectionmanbyman to the sumof two thousand
drachmasof silver, he sent to Jerusalem tooffer a sacrifice for sin, doing very
well and honorably in this, in that he took thought for the resurrection.

44For if he wasn’t expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it
would be superfluous and idle to pray for the dead.

45But ifhewas looking forward toanhonorablememorial of gratitude laid
up for those who *die †in godliness, then the thought was holy and godly.
Therefore he made the atoning sacrifice for those who had died, that they
might be released from their sin.

13
1 In the one hundred forty-ninth year, news was brought to Judas and his

company thatAntiochusEupatorwascomingwithmultitudesagainst Judea,
2 and with him Lysias his guardian and chancellor, each having a Greek

force of one hundred ten thousand infantry, five thousand three hundred
cavalry, twenty-two elephants, and three hundred chariots armed with
scythes.

3And Menelaus also joined himself with them, and with great hypocrisy
encouraged Antiochus, not for the saving of his country, but because he
thought that he would be set over the government.

4But theKingof kings stirredup the anger ofAntiochus against thewicked
wretch. When Lysias informed him that this man was the cause of all the
evils, the king commanded to bring him to Beroea, and to put him to death
in the way customary in that place.

5Now there is in that place a tower that is fifty cubits high, full of ashes,
and it had all around it a *circular rim sloping steeply on every side into the
ashes.

6Hereonewho isguiltyof sacrilegeornotorious forother crimes ispushed
down to destruction.

7 By such a fate it happened that the breaker of the law, Menelaus, died,
without obtaining somuch as a grave in the earth, and that justly;

8 for inasmuch as he had perpetrated many sins † against the altar, whose
fire and whose ashes were holy, he received his death in ashes.

9Now the king,‡ infuriated in spirit, was coming with intent to inflict on
the Jews the very worst of the sufferings that had been done in his father’s
time.

10But when Judas heard of these things, he commanded the multitude to
call upon the Lord day and night, if ever at any other time, so now to help
those who were at the point of being deprived of the law, their country, and
the holy temple,

11and not to allow the people who had just begun to be revived to fall into
the hands of those profane heathen.

12 So when they had all done the same thing together, § begging the
merciful Lord with weeping and fastings and prostration for three days
without ceasing, Judas exhorted them and commanded they should join
him.

* 12:45 Gr. fall asleep. † 12:45 Or, on the side of godliness * 13:5 Gr. contrivance ormachine.
† 13:8 Gr. about. ‡ 13:9 Some authorities read indignant. § 13:12 Gr. and implored.
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13Having consulted privately with the elders, he resolved that before the
king’sarmyentered into Judeaandmade themselvesmastersof thecity, they
should go out and decide thematter by the help of *God.

14 And committing the decision to the †Lord of the world, and exhorting
those who were with him to contend nobly even to death for laws, temple,
city, country, and way of life, he pitched his camp byModin.

15 He gave out to his men the watchword, “VICTORY IS GOD’S”, with a
chosen force of the bravest young men he attacked by the king’s pavilion
by night, and killed of his army asmany as two thousandmen, and ‡brought
down the leading elephant with himwhowas in the §tower on him.

16At last they filled the *army with terror and alarm, and departed with
good success.

17This hadbeen accomplishedwhen the daywas just dawning, because of
the Lord’s protection that gave †Judas help.

18 But the king, having had a taste of the exceeding boldness of the Jews,
made strategic attacks on their positions,

19 and on a strong fortress of the Jews at Bethsura. He advanced, was
turned back, failed, and was defeated.

20 Judas sent the things that were necessary to those whowere within.
21ButRhodocus, from the Jewish ranks,made secrets known to the enemy.

He was sought out, arrested, and shut up in prison.
22 The king negotiated with them in Bethsura the second time, gave his

hand, took theirs, departed, attacked the forces of Judas, was put to the
worse,

23heard thatPhilipwhohadbeen left as chancellor inAntiochhadbecome
reckless, was confounded,made to the Jews an overture of peace, submitted
himself and swore to acknowledge all their rights, came to termswith them
and offered sacrifice, honored the sanctuary and the place,

24 showed kindness and graciously received Maccabaeus, left Hege-
monides governor from Ptolemais even to the ‡ Gerrenians,

25 and came to Ptolemais. The men of Ptolemais were displeased at the
treaty, for they had exceedingly great indignation against the Jews. They
desired to annul the articles of the agreement.

26Lysias §came forward to speak,made thebest defense thatwaspossible,
persuaded, pacified, gained their good will, and departed to Antioch. This
was the issue of the attack and departure of the king.

14
1 Three years later, news was brought to Judas and his company that

Demetrius the son of Seleucus, having sailed into the harbor of Tripoliswith
amighty army and a fleet,

2had taken possession of the country, having made away with Antiochus
and his guardian Lysias.

* 13:13 Some authorities read the Lord. † 13:14 Some authorities read Creator. ‡ 13:15 The
Greek text here is probably corrupt. § 13:15 Gr. house. * 13:16 Gr. camp. † 13:17 Gr.
him. ‡ 13:24 The form of this word is uncertain. Compare Girzites (or Gizrites), 1 Samuel 27:8.
Onemanuscript reads Gerarenes. § 13:26 Gr. came forward to the tribune or judgment seat.
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3 But one Alcimus, who had formerly been high priest, and had willfully
polluted himself in the timeswhen therewas nominglingwith the Gentiles,
considering that therewas no deliverance for him in anyway, nor anymore
access to the holy altar,

4 came to King Demetrius in about the one hundred fifty-first year, pre-
senting tohimacrownofgoldandapalm, andbeside these someof the festal
olive boughs of the temple. For that day, he held his peace;

5but having gotten opportunity to further his ownmadness, being called
by Demetrius into a meeting of his council, and asked how the Jews stood
affected andwhat they intended, he answered:

6 “Those of the Jews called *Hasidaeans, whose leader is Judas Mac-
cabaeus, keep up war and are seditious, not allowing the kingdom to find
tranquillity.

7Therefore, having laid aside my ancestral glory—I mean the high priest-
hood—I have now come †here,

8first for the genuine care I have for the things that concern the king, and
secondly because I have regard also to my own fellow citizens. For through
the unadvised dealing of those of whom I spoke before, our whole race is in
no small misfortune.

9O king, having informed yourself of these things, take thought both for
our country and for our race, which is surrounded by enemies, according to
the gracious kindness with which you receive all.

10 For as long as Judas remains alive, it is impossible for the government
to find peace.

11When he had spoken such words as these, at once ‡the rest of the king’s
§friends, having ill will against Judas, inflamed Demetrius yet more.

12 He immediately appointed Nicanor, who had been master of the ele-
phants, andmade him governor of Judea. He sent him out,

13giving himwritten instructions to kill Judas himself and to scatter those
whowerewithhim, and to set upAlcimus ashighpriest of the *great temple.

14Those in Judea who †had driven Judas into exile thronged to Nicanor in
flocks, supposing that the misfortunes and calamities of the Jews would be
successes to themselves.

15 But when the Jews heard of Nicanor’s advance and the assault of the
heathen, they sprinkled dirt on their heads andmade solemnprayers to him
whohad established his ownpeople for evermore, andwho always,making
manifest his presence, upholds those who are his own heritage.

16 ‡When the leader had given orders, he immediately set out from there
and joined battle with them at a village called Lessau.

17 But Simon, the brother of Judas, had encountered Nicanor, yet not till
late, having been delayed by reason of the sudden consternation caused by
his adversaries.

18 Nevertheless Nicanor, hearing of the valor of those who were with
Judas, and their courage in fighting for their country, shrank from bringing
thematter to the decision of the sword.

* 14:6 That is, Chasidim. † 14:7 Some authorities read a second time. ‡ 14:11 Or, the king’s
friends likewise § 14:11 See 2Maccabees 8:9. * 14:13 Gr. greatest. † 14:14 See 2Maccabees
5:27. ‡ 14:16 The Greek text of this verse and the next is corrupt.
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19 Therefore he sent Posidonius, Theodotus, and Mattathias to give and
receive pledges of friendship.

20 So when these proposals had been long considered, and the leader had
made the §troops acquainted with them, and it appeared that they were all
of like mind, they consented to the covenants.

21 They appointed a day on which to meet together by themselves. A
chariot came forward from each army. They set up seats of honor.

22 Judas stationed armed men ready in convenient places, lest perhaps
there should suddenly be treachery on the part of the enemy. They held a
conference as was appropriate.

23Nicanorwaited in Jerusalem, and did nothing to cause disturbance, but
dismissed the flocks of people that had gathered together.

24He kept Judas always in his presence. He had gained a hearty affection
for theman.

25He urged him to marry and have children. He married, settled quietly,
and took part in common life.

26 But Alcimus, perceiving the good will that was between them, *and
having taken possession of the covenants that had been made, came to
Demetrius and told him that Nicanor was disloyal to the government, for
he had appointed that conspirator against his kingdom, Judas, to be his
successor.

27 The king, falling into a rage, and being exasperated by the false ac-
cusations of that most wicked man, wrote to Nicanor, signifying that he
was displeased at the covenants, and commanding him to sendMaccabaeus
prisoner to Antioch in all haste.

28When this message came to Nicanor, he was confounded, and was very
troubled at the thought of annulling the articles that had been agreed upon,
theman having done no wrong;

29 but because there was no opposing the king, he watched his time to
execute this purpose by strategy.

30 But Maccabaeus, when he perceived that Nicanor was behaving more
harshly in his dealings with him, and that he had become ruler in his
customary bearing, understanding that this harshness came not of good,
gathered togethernot a fewof hismen, and concealedhimself fromNicanor.

31 But the other,† when he became aware that he had been bravely
defeated by the strategy of Judas,‡ came to the great§ and holy temple, while
the priestswere offering the usual sacrifices, and commanded them to hand
over theman.

32When they declared with oaths that they had no knowledge where the
manwas whom he sought,

33 he stretched out his right hand toward the sanctuary, and swore this
oath: “If you won’t deliver up to me Judas as a prisoner, I will level this
*temple of God even with the ground, break down the altar, and I will erect
here a temple to Dionysus for all to see.

§ 14:20 Or, people Gr. multitudes. * 14:26 Or, and the covenants that had been made, took
occasion and came † 14:31 Or, though he was conscious that he had been nobly defeated by
‡ 14:31 Gr. the man § 14:31 Gr. greatest. * 14:33 Or, chapel Gr. enclosure.
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34And having said this, he departed. But the priests, stretching forth their
hands toward heaven, called upon himwho always fights for our nation, in
these words:

35“You,OLordof theuniverse,who inyourself haveneedofnothing,were
well pleased that a sanctuary of your habitation† should be set among us.

36 So now, O holy Lord of all holiness, keep undefiled forever this house
that has been recently cleansed.”

37 Now information was given to Nicanor against one Razis, an elder of
Jerusalem, who was a lover of his countrymen and a man of very good
report, and one called Father of the Jews for his good will.

38 For in the former times when there was no mingling with the Gentiles,
hehadbeenaccusedof following the Jews’ religion, andhad riskedbodyand
life with all earnestness for the religion of the Jews.

39 Nicanor, wishing to make evident the ill will that he bore against the
Jews, sent above five hundred soldiers to seize him;

40 for he thought by seizing him to inflict an injury on them.
41 But when the ‡troops were at the point of taking the tower, and were

forcing the door of the court, and asked for fire to burn the doors, he, being
surrounded on every side, fell upon his sword,

42 choosing rather to die nobly than to fall into the hands of the wicked
wretches, and suffer outrage unworthy of his own nobleness.

43 But since he missed his stroke through the excitement of the struggle,
and the crowds were now rushing within the door, he ran bravely up to the
wall and cast himself down bravely among the crowds.

44 But as they quickly gave back, a space was made, and he fell on the
middle of §his side.

45 Still having breath within him, and being inflamed with anger, he
rose up, and though his blood gushed out in streams and his wounds were
grievous, he ran through the crowds, and standing upon a steep rock,

46when as his blood was now well near spent, he drew forth his bowels
through thewound, and taking them in both his hands he shook them at the
crowds. Calling upon himwho is Lord of life and spirit to restore him *these
again, he died like this.

15
1 But Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his company were in the region of

Samaria, resolved to attack themwith complete safety on the day of rest.
2When the Jewswhowere compelled to followhim said, “Don’t destroy so

savagely and barbarously, but give due glory to the day which he who sees
all things has honored and hallowed above other days.”

3 Then the thrice-accursed wretch asked if there were a Sovereign in
heaven who had commanded to keep the Sabbath day.

4When they declared, “There is the Lord, living himself as Sovereign in
heaven, who told us observe the seventh day.”

5He replied, “I also am a sovereign on the earth, who commands you to
take up weapons and execute the king’s business.” Nevertheless he didn’t
prevail to execute his cruel plan.

† 14:35 Gr. tabernacling. ‡ 14:41 Or, people Gr. multitudes. § 14:44 Or, the void place
* 14:46 Some authorities read the same.
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6And Nicanor, * in his utter boastfulness and arrogance, had determined
to set up amonument of complete victory over Judas and all thosewhowere
with him.

7 But Maccabaeus still trusted unceasingly, with all hope that he should
obtain help from the Lord.

8He exhorted his company not to be fearful at the assault of the heathen,
but keeping inmind the helpwhich in former times they had often received
from heaven, so now also to look for the victory which would come to them
from the Almighty,

9 and encouraging them out of the law and the prophets, and reminding
them of the conflicts that they had won, hemade themmore eager.

10 And when he had aroused their courage, he gave them orders, at the
same time pointing out the faithlessness of the heathen and their breach of
their oaths.

11Arming each one of them, not so much with the sure defense of shields
and spears as with the encouragement of good words, and moreover relat-
ing to them a dream worthy to be believed, he made them all exceedingly
glad.

12 The vision of that dream was this: Onias, he who had been high priest,
a noble and good man, modest in bearing, yet gentle in manner and well-
spoken, and trained from a child in all points of virtue, with outstretched
hands invoking blessings on the whole body of the Jews.

13 Then he saw a man appear, of venerable age and exceeding glory, and
the dignity around himwas wonderful andmost majestic.

14Onias answered and said, “This is the lover of the kindred, hewho prays
much for the people and the holy city: Jeremiah the prophet of God.

15 Jeremiah stretched out his right hand and delivered to Judas a gold
sword, and in giving it addressed him thus:

16 “Take this holy sword, a gift fromGod,withwhich you shall strike down
the adversaries.”

17 Being encouraged by the words of Judas, which were noble and effec-
tive, and able to incite to virtue and to stir the souls of the young to manly
courage, they determined not to carry on a campaign, but nobly to bear
down upon the enemy, and fighting hand to handwith all courage bring the
matter to a conclusion, because the city, the sanctuary, and the temple were
in danger.

18 For their fear for wives and children, and furthermore for family and
relatives, was less important to them; but greatest and first was their fear
for the consecrated sanctuary.

19Also those who were shut up in the city were in no light distress, being
troubled because of the encounter in the open country.

20When all were nowwaiting for the decision of the issue, and the enemy
had already joined battle, and the army had been set in array, and the
elephants† brought back to a convenient post,‡ and the cavalry deployed on
the flanks,

21 Maccabaeus, perceiving the presence of the §troops, and the vari-
ous weapons with which they were equipped, and the savageness of the
*elephants, holding up his hands to heaven called upon the Lordwhoworks
* 15:6 Gr. carrying his neck high. † 15:20 Gr. animals. ‡ 15:20 Or, stationed for convenient
action § 15:21 Gr. multitudes. * 15:21 Gr. animals.
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wonders, knowing that success comes not by weapons, but that, according
to how the Lord judges, he gains the victory for those who are worthy.

22 And calling upon God, he said this: “You, O Sovereign Lord, sent your
angel in the time of King Hezekiah of Judea, and he killed of the †army of
Sennacherib as many as one hundred eighty-five thousand.

23 So now also, O Sovereign of the heavens, send a good angel before us to
bring terror and trembling.

24Through thegreatnessofyourarmlet thembestrickenwithdismaywho
with blasphemy have come here against your holy people.” As he finished
these words,

25Nicanor and his company advanced with trumpets and victory songs;
26but Judasandhis company joinedbattlewith theenemywith invocation

and prayers.
27 Fighting with their hands and praying to God with their hearts, they

killed no less than thirty-five thousand men, being made exceedingly glad
by themanifestation of God.

28When the engagementwas over and theywere returning againwith joy,
they recognized Nicanor lying dead in full armor.

29Then therewas shouting andnoise, and theyblessed the SovereignLord
in the language of their ancestors.

30Hewho in all things was in body and soul the foremost champion of his
fellow-citizens, he who kept through life the good will of his youth toward
his countrymen, ordered that Nicanor’s head be cut off with his hand and
arm, and that they be brought to Jerusalem.

31Whenhehad arrived there andhad called his countrymen together and
set the priests before the altar, he sent for those whowere in the citadel.

32Showing the head of the vile Nicanor and the hand of that profaneman,
which with proud brags he had stretched out against the holy house of the
Almighty,

33and cutting out the tongue of the impiousNicanor, he said that hewould
give it in pieces to the birds, and hang up these rewards of his folly near the
sanctuary.

34 They all, looking up to heaven, blessed the Lord who had manifested
himself, saying, “Blessed is he who has preserved his own place undefiled!”

35 He hung Nicanor’s head and shoulder from the citadel, a clear sign
evident to all of the help of the Lord.

36 They all ordained with a common decree to in no way let this day pass
undistinguished, but to mark with honor the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month (it is called Adar in the Syrian language), the day before the day of
Mordecai.

37This thenhavingbeen the account of the attempt ofNicanor, and the city
having from those times been held by the Hebrews, I also will heremake an
end of my book.

38 If I have written well and to the point in my story, this is what I myself
desired; but if its poorly done andmediocre, this is the best I could do.

39 For as it is ‡distasteful to drink wine alone and likewise to drink water
alone, §while theminglingofwinewithwater at once gives full pleasantness

† 15:22 Gr. camp. ‡ 15:39 Or, hurtful § 15:39 Gr. but even as.
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to the flavor; so also the fashioning of the language delights the ears of those
who read the story.
Here is the end.
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The First Book of Esdras
The First Book of Esdras is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by

the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is not recognized
by the Roman Catholic Church, but 1 Esdras is placed as an appendix to the
Latin Vulgate Bible.

1 ✡Josias held the Passover in Jerusalem to his Lord, and offered the
Passover the fourteenth day of the first month,

2 having set the priests according to their daily courses, being arrayed in
their vestments, in the Lord’s temple.

3He spoke to the Levites, ✡the temple servants of Israel, that they should
make themselves holy to the Lord, to set the holy ark of the Lord in the house
that King Solomon the son of David had built.

4Hesaid, “Youno longerneed to carry it onyour shoulders. Now therefore
serve the Lord your God, and minister to his people Israel, and prepare
yourselves by your fathers’ houses and kindred,

5 according to the writing of King David of Israel, and according to the
magnificence of Solomon his son. Stand in the holy place according to
the divisions of your Levite families who minister in the presence of your
kindred the descendants of Israel.

6Offer the Passover in order, prepare the sacrifices for your kindred, and
keep the Passover according to the Lord’s commandment, which was given
to Moses.

7To the peoplewhichwere present, Josias gave thirty thousand lambs and
kids, and three thousand calves. These things were given from the king’s
possessions, as he promised, to the people and to the priests and Levites.

8 Helkias, Zacharias, and *Esyelus, the rulers of the temple, gave to the
priests for thePassover two thousand sixhundred sheep, and threehundred
calves.

9 Jeconias, Samaias, Nathanael his brother, Sabias, Ochielus, and Joram,
captains over thousands, gave to the Levites for the Passover five thousand
sheep and seven hundred calves.

10 When these things were done, the priests and Levites, having the
unleavened bread, stood in proper order according to the kindred,

11 and according to the several divisions by fathers’ houses, before the
people, to offer to the Lord as it is written in the book of Moses. They did
this in themorning.

12 They roasted the Passover lamb with fire, as required. They boiled the
sacrifices in the brazen vessels and caldrons with a pleasing smell,

13 and set them before all the people. Afterward they prepared for
themselves and for their kindred the priests, the sons of Aaron.

14 For the priests offered the fat until night. The Levites prepared for
themselves and for their kindred the priests, the sons of Aaron.

15Theholy singers also, the sonsofAsaph,were in their order, according to
the appointment of David: Asaph, Zacharias, and Eddinus, who represented
the king.

✡ 1:1 2 Kings 23:21; 2 Chronicles 35:1 ✡ 1:3 Numbers 3:9 * 1:8 Jehiel, 2 Chronicles 35:8.



1 Esdras 1:16 1523 1 Esdras 1:35

16Moreover the gatekeepers were at every gate. No one needed to depart
from his daily duties, for their kindred the Levites prepared for them.

17 So the things that belonged to the Lord’s sacrifices were accomplished
in that day, in holding the Passover,

18 and offering sacrifices on the altar of the Lord, according to the com-
mandment of King Josias.

19 So the children of Israel which were present at that time held the
Passover and the feast of unleavened bread seven days.

20Such a Passover hadnot beenheld in Israel since the time of the prophet
Samuel.

21 Indeed, none of the kings of Israel held such a Passover as Josias with
the priests, the Levites, and the Jews, held with all Israel that were present
in their dwelling place at Jerusalem.

22This Passover was held in the eighteenth year of the reign of Josias.
23 The works of Josias were upright before his Lord with a heart full of

godliness.
24 Moreover the things that came to pass in his days have been written

in times past, concerning those who sinned and did wickedly against the
Lord more than any other people or kingdom, and how they grieved him
†exceedingly, so that the Lord’s words were confirmed against Israel.

25 ✡Now after all these acts of Josias, it came to pass that Pharaoh the king
of Egypt came tomakewar at Carchemish on the Euphrates; and Josiaswent
out against him.

26But the king of Egypt sent to him, saying, “What do I have to dowith you,
O king of Judea?

27 I wasn’t sent out from the Lord God against you, for my war is against
the Euphrates. Now the Lord is with me, yes, the Lord is with me hastening
me forward. Depart fromme, and don’t be against the Lord.”

28However, Josias didn’t turn back to his chariot, but tried to fight with
him, not regarding the words of the prophet Jeremy from the Lord’s mouth,

29but joined battlewith him in the plain ofMegiddo, and the commanders
came down against King Josias.

30Then the king said to his servants, “Carryme away out of the battle, for I
amveryweak!” Immediately his servants carried himaway out of the army.

31 Then he got into his second chariot. After he was brought back to
Jerusalem he died, and was buried in the tomb of his ancestors.

32All Judea mourned for Josias. Jeremy the prophet lamented for Josias,
and the chief men with the women made lamentation for him to this day.
This was given out for an ordinance to be done continually in all the nation
of Israel.

33These things arewritten in thebookof thehistories of thekings of Judea,
andeveryoneof theacts that Josias did, andhis glory, andhisunderstanding
in the lawof the Lord, and the things that he had done before, and the things
now told, are reported in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

34 ✡ The people took ‡Joachaz the son of Josias, andmade him king instead
of Josias his father, when he was twenty-three years old.

35He reigned in Judah and Jerusalem for three months. Then the king of
Egypt deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem.
† 1:24 Or, sensibly Judges 16:17. ✡ 1:25 2 Chronicles 35:20 ✡ 1:34 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles
36:1 ‡ 1:34 Another reading is, Jeconias.
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36He set a tax upon the people of one hundred talents of silver and one
talent of gold.

37The king of Egypt also made King Joakim his brother king of Judea and
Jerusalem.

38 And Joakim imprisoned the nobles and apprehended his brother
Zarakes, and brought him up out of Egypt.

39 ✡Joakimwas twenty-five years old when he began to reign in Judea and
Jerusalem. He did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.

40KingNabuchodonosor ofBabylon cameupagainst him, boundhimwith
a chain of brass, and carried him to Babylon.

41Nabuchodonosor also took someof theLord’s holy vessels, carried them
away, and stored them in his own temple at Babylon.

42 But those things that are reported of him, and of his uncleanness and
impiety, are written in the chronicles of the kings.

43 Then Joakim his son reigned in his place. When he was made king, he
was eighteen years old.

44He reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did that which
was evil before the Lord.

45 So after a year Nabuchodonosor sent and caused him to be brought to
Babylon with the holy vessels of the Lord,

46 and made Sedekias king of Judea and Jerusalem when he was twenty-
one years old. He reigned eleven years.

47He also did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and didn’t heed
the words that were spoken by Jeremy the prophet from the Lord’s mouth.

48After King Nabuchodonosor hadmade him to swear by the name of the
Lord, he broke his oath and rebelled. Hardening his neck and his heart, he
transgressed the laws of the Lord, the God of Israel.

49Moreover the governors of the people andof the priests didmany things
wickedly, exceeding all the defilements of all nations, and defiled the temple
of the Lord, which was sanctified in Jerusalem.

50 The God of their ancestors sent by his messenger to call them back,
because he had compassion on them and on his dwelling place.

51But they mocked his messengers. In the day when the Lord spoke, they
scoffed at his prophets

52 until he, being angry with his people for their great ungodliness,
commanded to bring up the kings of the Chaldeans against them.

53 They killed their young men with the sword around their holy temple,
and spared neither young man or young woman, old man or child; but he
delivered all of them into their hands.

54They took all the holy vessels of the Lord, both great and small, with the
treasure chests of the Lord’s ark and the king’s treasures, and carried them
away to Babylon.

55 They burned the Lord’s house, broke down Jerusalem’s walls, and
burned its towers with fire.

56As for her glorious things, they didn’t stop until they had brought them
all to nothing. He carried the people who weren’t slain with the sword to
Babylon.

57Theywere servants tohimand tohis childrenuntil thePersians reigned,
to fulfill the word of the Lord by themouth of Jeremy:
✡ 1:39 2 Chronicles 36:4-5
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58“Until the landhasenjoyed its Sabbaths, thewhole timeofherdesolation
shall she keep Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

2
1 In the ✡first year of King Cyrus of the Persians, that the word of the Lord

by themouth of Jeremymight be accomplished,
2 the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of the Persians, and he made

a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also by writing,
3saying, “Cyrus king of the Persians says: The Lord of Israel, theMostHigh

Lord, has mademe king of the whole world,
4and commandedme to build him a house at Jerusalem that is in Judea.
5 If therefore there are any of you that are of his people, let the Lord, even

his Lord, be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judea, and
build the house of the Lord of Israel. He is the Lordwhodwells in Jerusalem.

6Therefore, of those who dwell in various places, let those who are in his
own place help each one with gold, with silver,

7 with gifts, with horses, and cattle, beside the other things which have
been added by vow for the temple of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

8Then the chief of the families of Judah and of the tribe of Benjamin stood
up, with the priests, the Levites, and all whose spirit the Lord had stirred to
go up, to build the house for the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

9 Those who lived around them helped them in all things with silver and
gold, with horses and cattle, and with verymany gifts that were vowed by a
great number whoseminds were somoved.

10 King Cyrus also brought out the holy vessels of the Lord, which Nabu-
chodonosor had carried away from Jerusalem and had stored in his temple
of idols.

11 Now when King Cyrus of the Persians had brought them out, he
delivered them toMithradates his treasurer,

12and by him they were delivered to *Sanabassar the governor of Judea.
13 This was the number of them: one thousand gold cups, one thousand

silver cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty gold bowls, two thousand four
hundred ten silver bowls, and one thousand other vessels.

14 So all the vessels of gold and of silver were brought up, even five
thousand four hundred seventy-nine,

15andwerecarriedbackbySanabassar, togetherwith the returningexiles,
from Babylon to Jerusalem.

16 ✡In the time of King Artaxerxes of the Persians, Belemus, Mithradates,
Tabellius, †Rathumus, Beeltethmus, and ‡Samellius the scribe, with their
other associates, dwelling in Samaria and other places, wrote to him against
those who lived in Judea and Jerusalem the following letter:

17 “To King Artaxerxes our Lord, from your servants, Rathumus the
recorder, Samellius the scribe, and the rest of their council, and the judges
who are in Coelesyria and Phoenicia:

18Let it nowbeknown toour lord theking, that the Jews that have comeup
from you to us, having come to Jerusalem, are building that rebellious and
wicked city, and are repairing itsmarketplaces andwalls, and are laying the
foundation of a temple.
✡ 2:1 2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1 * 2:12 Another reading is, Simanassar. ✡ 2:16 Ezra 4:7
† 2:16 Rehum, ‡ 2:16 Shimshai.
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19Nowif this city is built and itswalls arefinished, theywill not only refuse
to give tribute, but will even stand up against kings.

20 Since the things pertaining to the temple are now in hand, we think it
appropriate not to neglect such amatter,

21but to speak to our lord the king, to the intent that, if it is your pleasure,
searchmay bemade in the books of your ancestors.

22You will find in the chronicles what is written concerning these things,
and will understand that that city was rebellious, troubling both kings and
cities,

23 and that the Jews were rebellious, and kept starting wars there in the
past. For this cause, this city was laid waste.

24 Therefore now we do declare to you, O lord the king, that if this city is
built again, and itswalls set up again, youwill from then onhave no passage
into Coelesyria and Phoenicia.”

25Then the kingwrote back again to Rathumus the recorder, Beeltethmus,
Samellius the scribe, and to the rest that of their associates who lived in
Samaria, Syria, and Phoenicia, as follows:

26 “I have read the letter which you have sent to me. Therefore I com-
manded to make search, and it has been found that that city of old time has
fought against kings,

27 and the men were given to rebellion and war in it, and that mighty
and fierce kings were in Jerusalem, who reigned and exacted tribute in
Coelesyria and Phoenicia.

28Now therefore I have commanded to prevent those men from building
the city, and heed to be taken that there be nothing done contrary to this
order,

29 and that those wicked doings proceed no further to the annoyance of
kings.”

30Then King Artaxerxes, his letters being read, Rathumus, and Samellius
the scribe, and the rest of their associates, went in haste to Jerusalem with
cavalry and a multitude of people in battle array, and began to hinder the
builders. So the building of the temple in Jerusalem ceased until the second
year of the reign of King Darius of the Persians.

3
1Now King Darius made a great feast for all his subjects, for all who were

born in his house, for all the princes of Media and of Persia,
2and for all the local governors and captains and governorswhowere un-

der him, from India to Ethiopia, in the one hundred twenty seven provinces.
3They ate anddrank, andwhen theywere satisfiedwent home. ThenKing

Darius went into his bedchamber slept, but awakened out of his sleep.
4 Then the three young men of the bodyguard, who guarded the king,

spoke one to another:
5 “Let every one of us state what one thing is strongest. King Darius will

give he whose statement seems wiser than the others great gifts and great
honors in token of victory.

6He shall be clothed in purple, drink from gold cups, sleep on a gold bed,
and have a chariot with bridles of gold, a fine linen turban, and a chain
around his neck.

7 He shall sit next to Darius because of his wisdom, and shall be called
cousin of Darius.”
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8 Then they each wrote his sentence, sealed them, and laid them under
King Darius’ pillow,

9 and said, “When the king wakes up, someone will give him the writing.
Whoever the king and the three princes of Persia judge that his sentence is
the wisest, to him shall the victory be given, as it is written.”

10The first wrote, “Wine is the strongest.”
11The second wrote, “The king is strongest.”
12The thirdwrote, “Women are strongest, but above all things Truth is the

victor.”
13Nowwhen the kingwoke up, they took thewriting and gave it to him, so

he read it.
14 Sending out, he called all the princes of Persia and of Media, the local

governors, the captains, the governors, and the chief officers
15and sat himself down in the royal seat of judgment; and thewritingwas

read before them.
16Hesaid, “Call theyoungmen, and theyshall explain theirownsentences.

So they were called and came in.
17They said to them, “Explain what you have written.”
Then the first, who had spoken of the strength of wine, began
18and said this: “O sirs, how exceedingly strong wine is! It causes all men

who drink it to go astray.
19 It makes the mind of the king and of the fatherless child to be the same,

likewise of thebondmanandof the freeman, of thepoormanandof the rich.
20 It also turns every thought into cheer and mirth, so that a man remem-

bers neither sorrow nor debt.
21 It makes every heart rich, so that a man remembers neither king nor

local governor. It makes people say things in large amounts.
22When they are in their cups, they forget their love both to friends and

kindred, and before long draw their swords.
23But when they awake from their wine, they don’t remember what they

have done.
24O sirs, isn’t wine the strongest, seeing that it forces people to do this?”

Andwhen he had said this, he stopped speaking.

4
1 Then the second, who had spoken of the strength of the king, began to

say,
2 “O sirs, don’t men excel in strength who rule over the sea and land, and

all things in them?
3But yet the king is stronger. He is their lord and has dominion over them.

In whatever he commands them, they obey him.
4 If he tells them to make war the one against the other, they do it. If he

sends themout against the enemies, they go, and conquermountains, walls,
and towers.

5 They kill and are killed, and don’t disobey the king’s commandment. If
they win the victory, they bring everything to the king—all the plunder and
everything else.

6 Likewise for those who are not soldiers, and don’t have anything to do
with wars, but farm, when they have reaped again that which they had
sown, they bring some to the king and compel one another to pay tribute
to the king.
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7 He is just one man! If he commands people to kill, they kill. If he
commands them to spare, they spare.

8 If he commands themto strike, they strike. If he commands themtomake
desolate, theymake desolate. If he commands to build, they build.

9 If he commands them to cut down, they cut down. If he commands them
to plant, they plant.

10 So all his people and his armies obey him. Furthermore, he lies down,
he eats and drinks, and takes his rest;

11and these keepwatch around him. None of themmay depart and do his
own business. They don’t disobey him in anything.

12O sirs, how could the king not be the strongest, seeing that he is obeyed
like this?” Then he stopped talking.

13 Then the third, who had spoken of women, and of truth, (this was
Zorobabel) began to speak:

14 “O sirs, isn’t the king great, and men are many, and isn’t wine strong?
Who is it then who rules them, or has the lordship over them? Aren’t they
women?

15Womenhave givenbirth to the king andall the peoplewho rule over sea
and land.

16 They came from women. Women nourished up those who planted the
vineyards, fromwhere the wine comes.

17Womenalsomakegarments formen. Thesebringglory tomen. Without
women, men can’t exist.

18 Yes, and if men have gathered together gold and silver and any other
beautiful thing, and see a womanwho is lovely in appearance and beauty,

19 they let all those things go and gape at her, and with open mouth stare
at her. They all havemore desire for her than for gold, or silver, or any other
beautiful thing.

20 A man leaves his own father who brought him up, leaves his own
country, and joins with his wife.

21With hiswife he ends his days, with no thought for his father,mother, or
country.

22By this also youmust know that women have dominion over you. Don’t
you labor and toil, and bring it all to give to women?

23Yes, a man takes his sword and goes out to travel, to rob, to steal, and to
sail on the sea and on rivers.

24Heseesa lionandwalks in thedarkness. Whenhehas stolen, plundered,
and robbed, he brings it to the woman he loves.

25Therefore aman loves his wife better than father or mother.
26Yes, there are many who have lost their minds for women, and become

slaves for their sakes.
27Many also have perished, have stumbled, and sinned, for women.
28Now don’t you believe me? Isn’t the king great in his power? Don’t all

regions fear to touch him?
29 Yet I saw him and Apame the king’s concubine, the daughter of the

illustrious Barticus, sitting at the right hand of the king,
30and taking the crown from the king’s head, and setting it upon her own

head. Yes, she struck the king with her left hand.
31At this, the king gaped and gazed at her with open mouth. If she smiles

at him, he laughs. But if she takes any displeasure at him, he flatters her, that
shemight be reconciled to him again.
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32O sirs, how can it not be that women are strong, seeing they do this?”
33Then thekingand thenobles lookedat oneanother. Sohebegan to speak

concerning truth.
34“Osirs, aren’twomenstrong? Theearth is great. The sky ishigh. The sun

is swift in its course, for it circles around the sky, and returns on its course
again in one day.

35 Isn’t he whomakes these things great? Therefore the truth is great, and
stronger than all things.

36All the earth calls upon truth, and the sky blesses truth. All works shake
and tremble, but with truth there is no unrighteous thing.

37Wine is unrighteous. The king is unrighteous. Women are unrighteous.
All the childrenofmenareunrighteous, andall theirworks areunrighteous.
There is no truth in them. They shall also perish in their unrighteousness.

38 But truth remains, and is strong forever. Truth lives and conquers
forevermore.

39With truth there is no partiality toward persons or rewards, but truth
does the things that are just, instead of any unrighteous or wicked things.
All men approve truth’s works.

40 In truth’s judgment is not any unrighteousness. Truth is the strength,
the kingdom, the power, and the majesty of all ages. Blessed be the God of
truth!”

41With that, he stopped speaking. Then all the people shouted and said,
“Great is truth, and strong above all things!”

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask what you wish, even more than is
appointed in writing, and we will give it to you, because you are found
wisest. You shall sit next me, and shall be calledmy cousin.”

43 Then he said to the king, “Remember your vow, which you vowed to
build Jerusalem, in the day when you came to your kingdom,

44and to send back all the vessels that were taken out of Jerusalem, which
Cyrus set apartwhen he vowed to destroy Babylon, and vowed to send them
back there.

45 You also vowed to build the temple which the Edomites burned when
Judea wasmade desolate by the Chaldeans.

46Now, O lord the king, this iswhat I request, andwhat I desire of you, and
this is the princely generosity that may proceed from you: I ask therefore
that you make good the vow, the performance of which you have vowed to
the King of Heaven with your ownmouth.”

47 Then King Darius stood up, kissed him, and wrote letters for him to all
the treasurers and governors and captains and local governors, that they
should safely bring on their way both him, and all those who would go up
with him to build Jerusalem.

48He wrote letters also to all the governors who were in Coelesyria and
Phoenicia, and to them in Libanus, that they should bring cedar wood from
Libanus to Jerusalem, and that they should help him build the city.

49Moreover he wrote for all the Jews who would go out of his realm up
into Judea concerning their freedom, that no officer, no governor, no local
governor, nor treasurer, should forcibly enter into their doors,

50 and that all the country which they occupied should be free to them
without tribute, and that theEdomites should giveup the villages of the Jews
which they held at that time,
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51and that there shouldbegiven twenty talents yearly toward thebuilding
of the temple, until the time that it was built,

52 and another ten talents yearly for burnt offerings to be presented
upon the altar every day, as they had a commandment to make seventeen
offerings,

53 and that all those who would come from Babylonia to build the city
should have their freedom—they and their descendants, and all the priests
that came.

54He wrote also to give them their support and the priests’ vestments in
which theyminister.

55 For the Levites he wrote that their support should be given them until
the day that the house was finished and Jerusalem built up.

56He commanded that land andwages should be given to all who guarded
the city.

57He also sent away all the vessels from Babylon that Cyrus had set apart,
and all that Cyrus had given in commandment, he commanded also to be
done and to be sent to Jerusalem.

58Nowwhen this youngman had gone out, he lifted up his face to heaven
toward Jerusalem, and praised the King of heaven,

59 and said, “From you comes victory. From you comes wisdom. Yours is
the glory, and I am your servant.

60 Blessed are you, who have given me wisdom. I give thanks to you, O
Lord of our fathers.

61 So he took the letters, went out, came to Babylon, and told it all his
kindred.

62 They praised the God of their ancestors, because he had given them
freedom and liberty

63 to go up and to build Jerusalem and the temple which is called by his
name. They feasted with instruments of music and gladness seven days.

5
1After this, the chiefs of fathers’ houseswere chosen to go up according to

their tribes, with their wives, sons, and daughters, with their menservants
andmaidservants, and their livestock.

2 Darius sent with them one thousand cavalry to bring them back to
Jerusalemwith peace, withmusical instruments, drums, and flutes.

3All their kindred were making merry, and he made them go up together
with them.

4These are the names of themenwhowent up, according to their families
among their tribes, after their several divisions.

5 The priests, the sons of Phinees, the sons of Aaron: Jesus the son of
Josedek, the son of Saraias, and Joakim the son of Zorobabel, the son of
Salathiel, of thehouse ofDavid, of the lineage of Phares, of the tribe of Judah,

6who spokewisewordsbeforeDarius the king of Persia in the secondyear
of his reign, in themonth Nisan, which is the first month.

7 ✡These are the of Judeans who came up from the captivity, where they
lived as foreigners, whomNabuchodonosor the king of Babylon had carried
away to Babylon.

✡ 5:7 Ezra 2:1
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8 They returned to Jerusalem and to the other parts of Judea, every man
to his own city, who came with Zorobabel, with Jesus, Nehemias, * Zaraias,
Resaias,† Eneneus, Mardocheus, Beelsarus,‡ Aspharsus,§ Reelias, Roimus,
and Baana, their leaders.

9The number of them of the nation and their leaders: the sons of Phoros,
two thousand one hundred seventy two; the sons of* Saphat, four hundred
seventy two;

10 the sons of† Ares, seven hundred fifty six;
11 the sons of‡ Phaath Moab, of the sons of Jesus and Joab, two thousand

eight hundred twelve;
12 the sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred fifty four; the sons of§

Zathui, nine hundred forty five; the sons of* Chorbe, seven hundred five;
the sons of Bani, six hundred forty eight;

13 the sons of Bebai, six hundred twenty three; the sons of† Astad,‡ one
thousand three hundred twenty two;

14 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred sixty seven; the sons of§ Bagoi, two
thousand sixty six; the sons of* Adinu, four hundred fifty four;

15 the sons of† Ater, of Ezekias, ninety two; the sons of Kilan and Azetas,
sixty seven; the sons of‡ Azaru, four hundred thirty two;

16 the sons of§ Annis, one hundred one; the sons of Arom, the sons of*
Bassai, three hundred twenty three; the sons of Arsiphurith, one hundred
twelve;

17 the sons of Baiterus, three thousand five; the sons of† Bethlomon, one
hundred twenty three;

18 those from Netophas, fifty five; those from Anathoth, one hundred fifty
eight; those from‡ Bethasmoth, forty two;

19 those from §Kariathiarius, twenty five: those fromCaphira and Beroth,
seven hundred forty three;

20 the Chadiasai and Ammidioi, four hundred twenty two; those from
*Kirama and †Gabbe, six hundred twenty one;

21 those from ‡Macalon, one hundred twenty two; those from §Betolion,
fifty two; the sons of *Niphis, one hundred fifty six;

22 the sonsof †Calamolalus and ‡Onus, sevenhundred twentyfive; the sons
of § Jerechu, *three hundred forty five;

23and the sons of †Sanaas, three thousand three hundred thirty.
24 The priests: the sons of ‡Jeddu, the son of Jesus, among the sons of

Sanasib, nine hundred seventy two; the sons of § Emmeruth, one thousand
fifty two;

* 5:8 Seralah. † 5:8 Or, Enenis. ‡ 5:8 Mispar. § 5:8 Reclaiah * 5:9 Shephatiah. † 5:10
Arah. ‡ 5:11 Pahath-moab. § 5:12 Zattu. * 5:12 Zaccai. † 5:13 Asgad. ‡ 5:13 According
to other readings, 3622, or 3222. § 5:14 Bigvai. * 5:14 Adin. † 5:15 Ater ofHezekiah. ‡ 5:15
Another reading is, Azuru. § 5:16 Another reading is, Annias. * 5:16 Bezai. † 5:17 Bethlehem.
‡ 5:18 Azmaveth. § 5:19 Kiriath-arimorKiriath-jearim. * 5:20 Rumah. † 5:20 Geba. ‡ 5:21
Michmas. § 5:21 Bethel. * 5:21 Magbish † 5:22 Lod,Hadid. ‡ 5:22 Ono. § 5:22 Jericho.
* 5:22 Another reading is, two † 5:23 Senaah. ‡ 5:24 Jedaiah. § 5:24 Immer.
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25 the sons of *Phassurus, one thousand two hundred forty seven; and the
sons of †Charme, one thousand seventeen.

26 The Levites: the sons of Jesus, Kadmiel, Bannas, and Sudias, seventy
four.

27The holy singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred twenty eight.
28 The gatekeepers: the sons of‡ Salum, the sons of§ Atar, the sons of

Tolman, the sons of* Dacubi, the sons of† Ateta, the sons of‡ Sabi, in all one
hundred thirty nine.

29The temple servants: the sons of§ Esau, the sons of* Asipha, the sons of
Tabaoth, the sons of† Keras, the sons of‡ Sua, the sons of§ Phaleas, the sons
of Labana, the sons of* Aggaba.

30 the sons of†Acud, the sons of Uta, the sons of Ketab, the sons of‡Accaba,
the sons of§ Subai, the sons of* Anan, the sons of† Cathua, the sons of‡
Geddur,

31 the sons of§ Jairus, the sons of* Daisan, the sons of† Noeba, the sons of
Chaseba, the sons of‡Gazera, the sons of§Ozias, the sons of* Phinoe, the sons
ofAsara, the sons of†Basthai, the sons of‡Asana, the sons of§Maani, the sons
of* Naphisi, the sons of† Acub, the sons of‡ Achipha, the sons of§ Asur, the
sons of Pharakim, the sons of* Basaloth,

32 the sons of†Meedda, the sons of Cutha, the sons of‡ Charea, the sons of§
Barchus, the sons of* Serar, the sons of† Thomei, the sons of‡ Nasi, the sons
of Atipha.

33 The sons of the servants of Solomon: the sons of§ Assaphioth, the sons
of* Pharida, the sons of† Jeeli, the sons of‡Lozon, the sons of§ Isdael, the sons
of* Saphuthi,

34 the sons of† Agia, the sons of‡ Phacareth, the sons of Sabie, the sons of
Sarothie, the sons of§ Masias, the sons of Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons of
Subas, the sons of Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the sons of Saphat, the sons
of Allon.

35 All the temple-servants and the sons of the servants of Solomon were
three hundred seventy two.

36 These came up from* Thermeleth, and† Thelersas,‡ Charaathalan lead-
ing them, and Allar;

37and they couldnot show their families, nor their stock, how theywere of
Israel: the sons of§ Dalan the son of* Ban, the sons of†Nekodan, six hundred
* 5:25 Pashhur. † 5:25 Harim. ‡ 5:28 Shallum. § 5:28 Ater. * 5:28 Akkub. † 5:28
Hatita. ‡ 5:28 Shobai. § 5:29 Ziha. * 5:29 Hasupha. † 5:29 Keros. ‡ 5:29 Siaha.
§ 5:29 Padon. * 5:29 Hagaba. † 5:30 Akkub. ‡ 5:30 Hagab. § 5:30 Shamlai. * 5:30
Hanan. † 5:30 Giddel. ‡ 5:30 Gahar § 5:31 Reaiah. * 5:31 Rezin. † 5:31 Nekoda.
‡ 5:31 Gazzam. § 5:31 Uzza. * 5:31 Paseah. † 5:31 Besai. ‡ 5:31 Asnah. § 5:31
Meunim. * 5:31 Nephisim. † 5:31 Bakbuk. According to other readings, Acum, or Acuph.
‡ 5:31 Hakupha. § 5:31 Harhur. * 5:31 Bazluth. † 5:32 Mehida. ‡ 5:32 Harsha § 5:32
Barkos. * 5:32 Sisera. † 5:32 Temah ‡ 5:32 Neziah. Another reading is, Nasith. § 5:33
Hussophereth. * 5:33 Peruda. † 5:33 Jaalah. ‡ 5:33 Darkon. § 5:33 Giddel. * 5:33
Shephatia. † 5:34 Hattil. ‡ 5:34 Pochereth-haz-zebaim, Ezra 2:57. § 5:34 Another reading
is, Misaias. * 5:36 Telmelah. † 5:36 Telharsha. ‡ 5:36 Cherub. Addan. § 5:37 Delaiah.
Another reading is, Asan. * 5:37 Tobiah Another reading is, Baenan. † 5:37 Nekoda.
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fifty two.
38Of the priests, those who usurped the office of the priesthood and were

not found: the sons of‡ Obdia, the sons of§ Akkos, the sons of Jaddus, who
married Augia one of the daughters of* Zorzelleus, and was called after his
name.

39 When the description of the kindred of these men was sought in the
register and was not found, they were removed from executing the office
of the priesthood;

40 for Nehemias and Attharias told them that they should not be partakers
of the holy things until a high priest wearing† Urim and Thummim should
arise.

41 So all those of Israel, from twelve years old and upward, beside
menservants and women servants, were in number forty two thousand
three hundred sixty.

42Theirmenservants andhandmaidswere seven thousand threehundred
thirty and seven; theminstrels and singers, two hundred forty five;

43 four hundred thirty and five camels, seven thousand thirty six horses,
two hundred forty five mules, and five thousand five hundred twenty five
beasts of burden.

44 And some of the chief men of their families, when they came to the
temple of God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to set up the house again in its
own place according to their ability,

45 and to give into the holy treasury of the works one thousand minas‡ of
gold, five thousandminas of silver, and one hundred priestly vestments.

46 The priests and the Levites and some of the people lived in Jerusalem
and the country. The holy singers also and the gatekeepers and all Israel
lived in their villages.

47 But when the seventh month was at hand, and when the children of
Israelwere each in their ownplace, they all came togetherwith one purpose
into the broad place before the first porch which is toward the east.

48Then Jesus the son of Josedek, his kindred the priests, Zorobabel the son
of Salathiel, and his kindred stood up andmade the altar of the God of Israel
ready

49 to offer burned sacrifices upon it, in accordance with the express
commands in the book of Moses theman of God.

50 Some people joined them out of the other nations of the land, and they
erected the altar upon its ownplace, because all the nations of the landwere
hostile to themandoppressed them; and theyoffered sacrificesat theproper
times and burnt offerings to the Lord bothmorning and evening.

51 They also held the feast of tabernacles, as it is commanded in the law,
and offered sacrifices daily, as appropriate.

52After that, they offered the continual oblations and the sacrifices of the
Sabbaths, of the newmoons, and of all the consecrated feasts.

53All those who hadmade any vow to God began to offer sacrifices to God
from the new moon of the seventh month, although the temple of God was
not yet built.

54They gavemoney, food, and drink to themasons and carpenters.

‡ 5:38 Habaiah, orHobaiah. § 5:38 Hakkoz. * 5:38 Barzillai. Another reading is, Phaezeldaeus.
† 5:40 Gr. the manifestation and truth. ‡ 5:45 Amina is about 570 grams or 1.25 pounds.
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55 They also gave carts to the people of Sidon and Tyre, that they should
bring cedar trees from Libanus, and convey them in rafts to the harbor of
Joppa, according to the commandmentwhichwaswritten for thembyCyrus
king of the Persians.

56 In the second year after his coming to the temple of God at Jerusalem, in
the second month, Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, Jesus the son of Josedek,
their kindred, the Levitical priests, and all thosewho had come to Jerusalem
out of the captivity began work.

57They laid the foundation of God’s temple on the newmoonof the second
month, in the second year after they had come to Judea and Jerusalem.

58✡They appointed the Leviteswhowere at least twenty years old over the
Lord’s works. Then Jesus, with his sons and kindred, Kadmiel his brother,
the sons of Jesus, Emadabun, and the sons of Joda the son of Iliadun, and
their sons and kindred, all the Levites, with one accord stood up and started
the business, laboring to advance the works in the house of God. So the
builders built the Lord’s temple.

59 The priests stood arrayed in their vestments with musical instruments
and trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with their cymbals,

60 singing songs of thanksgiving and praising the Lord, according to the
directions of King David of Israel.

61They sang aloud, praising the Lord in songs of thanksgiving, because his
goodness and his glory are forever in all Israel.

62All the people sounded trumpets and shoutedwith a loud voice, singing
songs of thanksgiving to the Lord for the raising up of the Lord’s house.

63 ✡Some of the Levitical priests and of the heads of their families, the
elderlywho had seen the former house came to the building of this onewith
lamentation and great weeping.

64But manywith trumpets and joy shouted with a loud voice,
65 so that the people couldn’t hear the trumpets for the weeping of the

people, for themultitude sounded loudly, so that it was heard far away.
66✡ Thereforewhen the enemies of the tribe of Judah andBenjamin heard

it, they came to knowwhat that noise of trumpets meant.
67 They learned that those who returned from captivity built the temple

for the Lord, the God of Israel.
68So theywent toZorobabel and Jesus, and to the chiefmenof the families,

and said to them, “Wewill build together with you.
69Forwe, just like you, obey your Lord, and sacrifice to him from the days

of King § Asbasareth of the Assyrians, who brought us here.”
70Then Zorobabel, Jesus and the chief men of the families of Israel said to

them, “It is not for you to build the house for the Lord our God.
71We ourselves alonewill build for the Lord of Israel, as King Cyrus of the

Persians has commanded us.”
72But the heathen of the land pressed hard upon the inhabitants of Judea,

cut off their supplies, and hindered their building.
73 By their secret plots, and popular persuasions and commotions, they

hindered the finishing of the building all the time that King Cyrus lived. So
they were hindered from building for two years, until the reign of Darius.

✡ 5:58 Ezra3:8-9 ✡ 5:63 Ezra3:12-13 ✡ 5:66 Ezra4:1 § 5:69 Another reading is, Asbacaphath.
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6
1 Now ✡in the second year of the reign of Darius, Aggaeus and Zachar-

ius the son of* Addo, the prophets, prophesied to the Jews in Judea and
Jerusalem in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel.

2Then Zorobabel the son of Salathiel and Jesus the son of Josedek stood up
and began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, the prophets of the
Lord being with them and helping them.

3 ✡At the same time †Sisinnes the governor of Syria and Phoenicia came to
them, with ‡Sathrabuzanes and his companions, and said to them,

4 “By whose authority do you build this house and this roof, and perform
all the other things? Who are the builders who do these things?”

5Nevertheless, the elders of the Jews obtained favor, because the Lordhad
visited the captives;

6 and they were not hindered from building until such time as communi-
cation wasmade to Darius concerning them, and his answer received.

7A copy of the letter which Sisinnes, governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions, the rulers in Syria and Phoenicia,
wrote and sent to Darius:

8 “To King Darius, greetings. Let it be fully known to our lord the king,
that having come into the country of Judea, and entered into the city of
Jerusalem,we found in the city of Jerusalem the elders of the Jews thatwere
of the captivity

9building a great new house for the Lord of hewn and costly stones, with
timber laid in the walls.

10 Those works are being done with great speed. The work goes on
prosperously in their hands, and it is being accomplished with all glory and
diligence.

11 Then asked we these elders, saying, ‘By whose authority are you build-
ing this house and laying the foundations of these works?’

12Therefore, to the intent that wemight give knowledge to you bywriting
who were the leaders, we questioned them, and we required of them the
names in writing of their principal men.

13 So they gave us this answer, ‘We are the servants of the Lord whomade
heaven and earth.

14As for this house, it was built many years ago by a great and strong king
of Israel, and was finished.

15Butwhen our fathers sinned against the Lord of Israelwho is in heaven,
and provoked him to wrath, he gave them over into the hands of King
Nabuchodonosor of Babylon, king of the Chaldeans.

16 They pulled down the house, burned it, and carried away the people
captive to Babylon.

17But in thefirst year that Cyrus reignedover the country of Babylon, King
Cyrus wrote that this house should be rebuilt.

18The holy vessels of gold and of silver that Nabuchodonosor had carried
away out of the house at Jerusalem and had set up in his own temple, those
King Cyrus brought out of the temple in Babylonia, and theywere delivered
to Zorobabel and to §Sanabassarus the governor,

✡ 6:1 Ezra 4:24; 5:1 * 6:1 Iddo. Another reading is, Eddin ✡ 6:3 Ezra 5:3 † 6:3 Tattenai.
‡ 6:3 Shetharbozenai § 6:18 Another reading is, Sabunassarus.
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19with commandment that he should carry away all these vessels, andput
them in the temple at Jerusalem, and that the Lord’s temple should be built
on its site.

20ThenSanabassarus, havingcomehere, laid the foundationsof theLord’s
house which is in Jerusalem. From that time to this we are still building. It
is not yet fully completed.’

21Now therefore, if it seems good, O king, let a search bemade among the
royal archives of our lord the king that are in Babylon.

22 If it is found that the building of the house of the Lord which is in
Jerusalem has been done with the consent of King Cyrus, and it seems good
to our lord the king, let him send us directions concerning these things.”

23 ✡Then King Darius commanded that a search be made among the
archives that were laid up at Babylon. So at Ekbatana the palace, which is in
the country of Media, a scroll was foundwhere these things were recorded:

24 “In the first year of the reign of Cyrus, King Cyrus commanded to build
up the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, where they sacrifice with
continual fire.

25 Its height shall be sixty cubits, and the breadth sixty cubits, with three
rows of hewn stones, and one row of new wood from that country. Its
expenses are to be given out of the house of King Cyrus.

26 The holy vessels of the house of the Lord, both gold and silver, that
Nabuchodonosor took out of the house at Jerusalem and carried away to
Babylon, shouldbe restored to thehouseat Jerusalem, andbe set in theplace
where they were before.”

27Also he commanded that Sisinnes the governor of Syria and Phoenicia,
and Sathrabuzanes, and their companions, and those who were appointed
rulers in Syria andPhoenicia, shouldbe careful not tomeddlewith theplace,
but allow Zorobabel, the servant of the Lord, and governor of Judea, and the
elders of the Jews, to build that house of the Lord in its place.

28 “I also command to have it built up whole again; and that they look
diligently to help those who are of the captivity of Judea, until the house of
the Lord is finished,

29 and that out of the tribute of Coelesyria and Phoenicia a portion shall
be carefully given to these men for the sacrifices of the Lord, that is, to
Zorobabel the governor for bulls, rams, and lambs,

30andalso corn, salt, wine andoil, and that continually every yearwithout
further question, according as the priests who are in Jerusalem may direct
to be daily spent,

31 that drink offeringsmay bemade to theMost High God for the king and
for his children, and that theymay pray for their lives.”

32 He commanded that whoever should transgress, yes, or neglect any-
thing written here, a beam shall be taken out of his own house, and he shall
be hanged on it, and all his goods seized for the king.

33 “Therefore may the Lord, whose name is called upon there, utterly
destroy every king and nation that stretches out his hand to hinder or
damage that house of the Lord in Jerusalem.

34 I, King Darius have ordained that these things be done with diligence.”
✡ 6:23 Ezra 6:1
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7
1 Then ✡ Sisinnes the governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and

Sathrabuzanes, with their companions, following the commandments of
King Darius,

2 very carefully supervised the holy work, assisting the elders of the Jews
and rulers of the temple.

3 So the holy work prospered, while Aggaeus and Zacharias the prophets
prophesied.

4They finished these things by the commandment of the Lord, the God of
Israel, and with the consent of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of the
Persians.

5So theholyhousewasfinishedby the twenty-thirddayof themonthAdar,
in the sixth year of King Darius.

6 The children of Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the others who
returned from captivity who joined them did what was written in the book
of Moses.

7 For the dedication of the Lord’s temple, they offered one hundred bulls,
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs,

8and twelvemale goats for the sin of all Israel, according to the number of
the twelve princes of the tribes of Israel.

9 The priests and the Levites stood arrayed in their vestments, according
to their kindred, for the services of the Lord, the God of Israel, according to
the book of Moses. The gatekeepers were at every gate.

10 The children of Israel who came out of captivity held the Passover the
fourteenth day of the first month, when the priests and the Levites were
sanctified together,

11with all thosewho returned fromcaptivity; for theywere sanctified. For
the Levites were all sanctified together,

12 and they offered the Passover for all who returned from captivity, for
their kindred the priests, and for themselves.

13 The children of Israel who came out of the captivity ate, even all those
who had separated themselves from the abominations of the heathen of the
land, and sought the Lord.

14Theykept the feast of unleavenedbread sevendays, rejoicing before the
Lord,

15 because he had turned the counsel of the king of Assyria toward them,
to strengthen their hands in the works of the Lord, the God of Israel.

8
1 ✡ After these things, when Artaxerxes the king of the Persians reigned,

Esdras came, who was the son of Azaraias, the son of Zechrias, the son of
Helkias, the son of Salem,

2 the sonof Sadduk, the sonofAhitob, the sonofAmarias, the sonofOzias,*
the son ofMemeroth, the son of Zaraias, the son of Savias, the son of Boccas,
the son of Abisne, the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the
chief priest.

3This Esdraswent up fromBabylon as a skilled scribe in the law ofMoses,
which was given by the God of Israel.

✡ 7:1 Ezra 6:13 ✡ 8:1 Ezra 7:1 * 8:2 The Vatican MS. omits the son of Memeroth, the son of
Zaraias, the son of Savias.
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4The king honored him, for he found favor in his sight in all his requests.
5 There went up with him also some of the children of Israel, and of the

priests, Levites, holy singers, gatekeepers, and temple servants to Jerusalem
6 in the seventh year of the reign ofArtaxerxes, in thefifthmonth (thiswas

the king’s seventh year); for they left Babylon on the new moon of the first
month and came to Jerusalem, by the prosperous journey which the Lord
gave them† for his sake.

7 For Esdras had very great skill, so that he omitted nothing of the law
and commandments of the Lord, but taught all Israel the ordinances and
judgments.

8Now the commission, which was written from King Artaxerxes, came to
Esdras the priest and reader of the law of the Lord, was as follows:

9 “King Artaxerxes to Esdras the priest and reader of the law of the Lord,
greetings.

10Having determined to deal graciously, I have given orders that those of
the nation of the Jews, and of the priests and Levites, and of thosewithin our
realmwhoarewilling and freely choose to, should gowith you to Jerusalem.

11Asmany therefore as are so disposed, let themdepartwith you, as it has
seemed good both to me andmy seven friends the counselors,

12 that they may look to the affairs of Judea and Jerusalem, in accordance
with what is in the Lord’s law,

13 and carry the gifts to the Lord of Israel to Jerusalem, which I and my
friends have vowed, and that all the gold and silver that can be found in the
country of Babylonia for the Lord in Jerusalem,

14with that also which is given of the people for the temple of the Lord
their God that is at Jerusalem, be collected: even the gold and silver for bulls,
rams, and lambs, and what goes with them,

15 to the end that theymay offer sacrifices to the Lord upon the altar of the
Lord their God, which is in Jerusalem.

16Whatever you and your kindred decide to do with gold and silver, do
that according to the will of your God.

17 The holy vessels of the Lord, which are given you for the use of the
temple of your God, which is in Jerusalem,

18andwhatever else you shall remember for the use of the temple of your
God, you shall give it out of the king’s treasury.

19 I, KingArtaxerxes, have also commanded thekeepers of the treasures in
Syria andPhoenicia, thatwhateverEsdras thepriest and reader of the lawof
theMostHighGod shall send for, they should give it to himwith all diligence,

20 to the sum of one hundred talents of silver, likewise also of wheat
even to one hundred cors‡, and one hundred firkins§ of wine, and* salt in
abundance.

21 Let all things be performed after God’s law diligently to the most high
God, that wrath come not upon the kingdom of the king and his sons.

22 I command you also that no tax, nor any other imposition, be laid upon
any of the priests, or Levites, or holy singers, or gatekeepers, or temple
servants, or any that have employment in this temple, and that no man has
authority to impose any tax on them.
† 8:6 SomeMSS. omit for his sake. ‡ 8:20 a cor is about 230 liters, so 100 cors is about 23 kiloliters
or 652 bushels § 8:20 a firkin is about 41 liters or 11 gallons. * 8:20 So some authorities. See
Ezra 7:22. The common reading is, other things.
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23You, Esdras, according to the wisdom of God, ordain judges and justices
that theymay judge in all Syria and Phoenicia all thosewho know the law of
your God; and those who don’t know it, you shall teach.

24 Whoever transgresses the law of your God and of the king shall be
punisheddiligently, whether it be bydeath, or other punishment, by penalty
of money, or by imprisonment.”

25 Then Esdras the scribe said, “Blessed be the only Lord, the God of my
fathers, who has put these things into the heart of the king, to glorify his
house that is in Jerusalem,

26 and has honored me in the sight of the king, his counselors, and all his
friends and nobles.

27 Therefore I was encouraged by the help of the Lord my God, and
gathered together out of Israel men to go up withme.

28 These are the chief according to their families and their several divi-
sions, who went up withme from Babylon in the reign of King Artaxerxes:

29 of the sons of Phinees, Gerson; of the sons of Ithamar, Gamael; of the
sons of David,† Attus‡ the son of Sechenias;

30 of the sons of Phoros, Zacharais; and with him were counted one
hundred fifty men;

31of the sons of PhaathMoab, Eliaonias the son of§ Zaraias, and with him
two hundredmen;

32*of the sons of Zathoes, Sechenias the son of Jezelus, andwith him three
hundred men; of the sons of Adin, Obeth the son of Jonathan, and with him
two hundred fifty men;

33of the sons of Elam, Jesias son of Gotholias, and with him seventy men;
34 of the sons of Saphatias, Zaraias son of Michael, and with him seventy

men;
35 of the sons of Joab, Abadias son of Jehiel. Jezelus, and with him two

hundred twelvemen;
36 † of the sons of Banias, Salimoth son of Josaphias, and with him one

hundred sixty men;
37 of the sons of Babi, Zacharias son of Bebai, and with him twenty-eight

men;
38of the sons of Azgad: Astath, Joannes son of Hakkatan Akatan, andwith

him one hundred tenmen;
39 of the sons of Adonikam, the last, and these are the names of them,

Eliphalat, Jeuel, and Samaias, and with them seventy men;
40of the sonsofBago, Uthi the sonof Istalcurus, andwithhimseventymen.
41 I gathered them together to the river called Theras. There we pitched

our tents three days, and I inspected them.
42When I had found there none of the priests and Levites,
43 then sent I to Eleazar, Iduel, Maasmas,
44 Elnathan, Samaias, Joribus, Nathan, Ennatan, Zacharias, and Mosolla-

mus, principal men andmen of understanding.
45 I asked them to go to Loddeus the captain, who was in the place of the

treasury,

† 8:29 Hattush. ‡ 8:29 Ezra 8:3, of the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons of Parosh. § 8:31 Zerehiah.
* 8:32 Ezra 8:5, of the sons of Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel. † 8:36 Ezra 8:10, of the sons of
Shelomith, the son of Josiphiah.
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46andcommanded themthat they should speak toLoddeus, tohiskindred,
and to the treasurers in that place, to send us suchmen asmight execute the
priests’ office in our Lord’s house.

47By themighty hand of our Lord, they brought to us men of understand-
ing of the sons of‡Mooli the son of Levi, the son of Israel,§ Asebebias, andhis
sons, and his kindred, whowere eighteen,

48and*Asebias, Annuus, andOsaias his brother, of the sons of Chanuneus,
and their sons were twentymen;

49 and of the temple servants whom David and the principal men had
appointed for the servants of the Levites, two hundred twenty temple
servants. The list of all their names was reported.

50 There I vowed a fast for the young men before our Lord, to seek from
himaprosperous journeyboth for us and for our children and livestock that
were with us;

51 for I was ashamed to ask of the king infantry, cavalry, and an escort for
protection against our adversaries.

52 For we had said to the king that the power of our Lord would be with
those who seek him, to support them in all ways.

53 Again we prayed to our lord about these things, and found him to be
merciful.

54 Then I set apart twelve men of the chiefs of the priests,† Eserebias,
Assamias, and tenmen of their kindred with them.

55 I weighed out to them the silver, the gold, and the holy vessels of the
house of our Lord, which the king, his counselors, the nobles, and all Israel
had given.

56When I had weighed it, I delivered to them six hundred fifty talents of
silver, silver vessels weighing one hundred talents, one hundred talents of
gold,

57 twenty golden vessels, and twelve vessels of brass, even of fine brass,
glittering like gold.

58 I said to them, “You are holy to the Lord, the vessels are holy, and the
gold and the silver are a vow to the Lord, the Lord of our fathers.

59Watch and keep them until you deliver them to the chiefs of the priests
and Levites, and to the principal men of the families of Israel in Jerusalem,
in the chambers of our Lord’s house.

60 So the priests and the Levites who received the silver, the gold, and the
vessels which were in Jerusalem, brought them into the temple of the Lord.

61 We left the river Theras on the twelfth day of the first month. We
came to Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord which was upon us. The
Lord delivered us from from every enemy on the way, and so we came to
Jerusalem.

62When we had been there three days, the silver and gold was weighed
and delivered in our Lord’s house on the fourth day to‡Marmoth the priest
the son of§ Urias.

63With himwas Eleazar the son of Phinees, andwith themwere Josabdus
the son of Jesus and* Moeth the son of Sabannus, the Levites. All was
delivered to them by number andweight.

‡ 8:47 Mahli. § 8:47 Sherebiah. * 8:48 Hashabiah. † 8:54 Sherebiah, Hashabiah. ‡ 8:62
Meremoth. § 8:62 Uriah. * 8:63 Noadiah the son of Binnui.
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64All the weight of themwas recorded at the same hour.
65Moreover those who had come out of captivity offered sacrifices to the

Lord, the God of Israel, even twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams,
66 seventy-two lambs, and twelve goats for a peace offering—all of them a

sacrifice to the Lord.
67They delivered the king’s commandments to the king’s stewards and to

the governors of Coelesyria andPhoenicia; and theyhonored thepeople and
the temple of the Lord.

68Now when these things were done, the principal men came to me and
said,

69“Thenation of Israel, the princes, the priests, and theLevites haven’t put
away from themselves the foreign people of the land nor the uncleannesses
of the Gentiles—the Canaanites, Hittites, Pherezites, Jebusites, Moabites,
Egyptians, and Edomites.

70For both they and their sons havemarriedwith their daughters, and the
holy seed is mixed with the foreign people of the land. From the beginning
of thismatter the rulers and thenobles have beenpartakers of this iniquity.”

71And as soon as I had heard these things, I tore my clothes and my holy
garment, and plucked the hair from off my head and beard, and sat down
sad and full of heaviness.

72 So all those who were moved at the word of the Lord, the God of Israel,
assembled to me while I mourned for the iniquity, but I sat still full of
heaviness until the evening sacrifice.

73Then rising up from the fast withmy clothes andmy holy garment torn,
and bowingmy knees and stretching out my hands to the Lord,

74 I said, “O Lord, I am ashamed and confounded before your face,
75 for our sins are multiplied above our heads, and our errors have

reached up to heaven
76 ever since the time of our fathers. We are in great sin, even to this day.
77 For our sins and our fathers’ we with our kindred, our kings, and our

priests were given up to the kings of the earth, to the sword, and to captivity,
and for a prey with shame, to this day.

78Now in some measure mercy has been shown to us from you, O Lord,
that there should be left us a root and a name in the place of your sanctuary,

79 and to uncover a light in the house of the Lord our God, and to give us
food in the time of our servitude.

80 Yes, when we were in bondage, we were not forsaken by our Lord, but
he gave us favor before the kings of Persia, so that they gave us food,

81glorified the temple of our Lord, and raised up the desolate Zion, to give
us a sure dwelling in Judea and Jerusalem.

82 “Now, O Lord, what shall we say, having these things? For we have
transgressed your commandments which you gave by the hand of your
servants the prophets, saying,

83 ‘The land, which you enter into to possess as an inheritance, is a land
pollutedwith thepollutionsof the foreigners of the land, and theyhavefilled
it with their uncleanness.

84 Therefore now you shall not join your daughters to their sons, neither
shall you take their daughters for your sons.
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85 You shall never seek to have peace with them, that you may be strong,
and eat the good things of the land, and that you may leave it for an
inheritance to your children for evermore.’

86All that has happened is done to us for ourwickedworks and great sins,
for you, O Lord, made our sins light,

87and gave to us such a root; but we have turned back again to transgress
your law in mingling ourselves with the uncleanness of the heathen of the
land.

88Youweren’t angrywithus todestroyusuntil youhad left usneither root,
seed, nor name.

89O Lord of Israel, you are true, for we are left a root this day.
90Behold, nowwe are before you in our iniquities, for we can’t stand any

longer before you because of these things.”
91 ✡As Esdras in his prayer made his confession, weeping, and lying flat

on the ground before the temple, a very great throng of men, women, and
children gathered to him from Jerusalem; for there was great weeping
among themultitude.

92 Then Jechonias the son of Jeelus, one of the sons of Israel, called out,
and said, “O Esdras, we have sinned against the Lord God, we havemarried
foreign women of the heathen of the land, but there is still hope for Israel.

93Let’s make an oath to the Lord about this, that we will put away all our
foreign wives with their children,

94as seems good to you, and to as many as obey the Lord’s Law.
95Arise, and take action, for this is your task, andwewill bewith you to do

valiantly.”
96 So Esdras arose, and took an oath from the chief of the priests and

Levites of all Israel to do these things; and they swore to it.

9
1 ✡ Then Esdras rose up from the court of the temple and went to the

chamber of Jonas the son of Eliasib,
2and lodged there, andate nobread anddranknowater,mourning for the

great iniquities of themultitude.
3 A proclamation was made in all Judea and Jerusalem to all those who

returned from captivity, that they should be gathered together at Jerusalem,
4 and that whoever didn’t meet there within two or three days, in accor-

dance with the ruling of the elders, that their livestock would be seized for
theuseof the temple, and theywouldbeexpelled fromthemultitudeof those
who returned from captivity.

5Within three days, all those of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin gathered
together at Jerusalem. Thiswas the ninthmonth, on the twentieth day of the
month.

6 All the multitude sat together shivering in the broad place before the
temple because of the present foul weather.

7So Esdras arose up and said to them, “You have transgressed the law and
married foreign wives, increasing the sins of Israel.

8Nowmake confession and give glory to the Lord, the God of our fathers,
9 and do his will, and separate yourselves from the heathen of the land,

and from the foreign women.”
✡ 8:91 Ezra 10:1 ✡ 9:1 Ezra 10:6
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10Then the whole multitude cried out, and said with a loud voice, “Just as
you have spoken, so wewill do.

11But because themultitude is great, and it is foulweather, so thatwe can’t
standoutside, and this is not awork of onedayor two, seeing our sin in these
things has spread far,

12 therefore let the rulers of the multitude stay, and let all those of our
settlements that have foreign wives come at the time appointed,

13 and with them the rulers and judges of every place, until we turn away
the wrath of the Lord from us for this matter.”

14 So Jonathan the son of Azael and* Ezekias the son of Thocanus took the
matter on themselves. Mosollamus and Levis and Sabbateus were judges
with them.

15Those who returned from captivity did according to all these things.
16Esdras the priest chose for himself principalmen of their families, all by

name. On the new moon of the tenth month they met together to examine
thematter.

17 So their cases of men who had foreign wives was brought to an end by
the newmoon of the first month.

18Of the priestswhohad come together andhad foreignwives, therewere
found

19 of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedek, and his kindred,† Mathelas,
Eleazar, and‡ Joribus, and§ Joadanus.

20Theygave their hands toput away theirwives, and tooffer rams tomake
reconciliation for their error.

21 Of the sons of Emmer: Ananias, Zabdeus, *Manes, †Sameus, ‡Hiereel,
and §Azarias.

22Of the sonsof *Phaisur: Elionas,Massias, Ishmael, Nathanael, †Ocidelus,
and ‡Saloas.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabdus, Semeis, §Colius who was called *Calitas,
†Patheus, Judas, and Jonas.

24Of the holy singers: ‡Eliasibus and Bacchurus.
25Of the gatekeepers: Sallumus and§ Tolbanes.
26Of Israel, of the sons of Phoros:* Hiermas,† Ieddias,‡Melchias, Maelus,§

Eleazar, Asibas, * and Banneas.
27 Of the sons of Ela: Matthanias, Zacharias, † Jezrielus, Oabdius, Hiere-

moth, and‡ Aedias.
28 Of the sons of §Zamoth: *Eliadas, †Eliasimus, ‡Othonias, Jarimoth,

§Sabathus, and* Zardeus.
29Of the sons of Bebai: Joannes, Ananias, †Jozabdus, and ‡Ematheis.
30Of the sonsof §Mani: *Olamus, †Mamuchus, ‡Jedeus, Jasubas, § Jasaelus,

and Hieremoth.
* 9:14 Another reading is, Ezias. † 9:19 Maaseiah. ‡ 9:19 Jarib. § 9:19 Gedaliah * 9:21
Harim † 9:21 Maaseiah. ‡ 9:21 Jehiel. § 9:21 Uzziah. * 9:22 Pashhur. † 9:22 Jozabad.
‡ 9:22 Elasah. § 9:23 Kelaiah. * 9:23 Kelita. † 9:23 Pethahiah. ‡ 9:24 Eliashib. § 9:25
Telem. * 9:26 Parosh. † 9:26 Ramiah ‡ 9:26 Izziah. Another reading is, Iezias § 9:26
Mijamin. * 9:26 Malchijah. † 9:27 Jehiel. ‡ 9:27 Abdi. § 9:28 Zattu. * 9:28 Elioenai.
† 9:28 Eliashib. ‡ 9:28 Mattaniah. § 9:28 Zabad. * 9:28 Aziza. † 9:29 Zabbai. ‡ 9:29
Athlai. § 9:30 Bani. * 9:30 Meshullam. † 9:30 Malluch. ‡ 9:30 Adaiah. § 9:30 Sheal.
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31Of the sons of Addi: Naathus, Moossias, Laccunus, Naidus, Matthanias,
Sesthel, Balnuus, andManasseas.

32 Of the sons of Annas: Elionas, Aseas, Melchias, Sabbeus, and Simon
Chosameus.

33Of the sons of Asom: *Maltanneus, †Mattathias, ‡Sabanneus, Eliphalat,
Manasses, and Semei.

34Of the sons of Baani: Jeremias,Momdis, Ismaerus, Juel,Mamdai, Pedias,
Anos, Carabasion, Enasibus,Mamnitamenus, Eliasis, Bannus, Eliali, Someis,
Selemias, andNathanias. Of the sonsofEzora: Sesis, Ezril, Azaelus, Samatus,
Zambri, and Josephus.

35Of the sons of Nooma: Mazitias, Zabadeas, Edos, Juel, and Banaias.
36 All these had taken foreign wives, and they put them away with their

children.
37Thepriests andLevites, and thosewhowere of Israel, lived in Jerusalem

and in the country, on the newmoon of the seventhmonth, and the children
of Israel in their settlements.

38✡Thewholemultitude gathered togetherwith one accord into the broad
place before the porch of the temple toward the east.

39 They said to Esdras the priest and reader, “Bring the law of Moses that
was given by the Lord, the God of Israel.”

40 So Esdras the chief priest brought the law to the whole multitude both
of men and women, and to all the priests, to hear the law on the newmoon
of the seventhmonth.

41He read in the broad place before the porch of the temple frommorning
until midday, before both men and women; and all the multitude gave
attention to the law.

42Esdras the priest and reader of the law stood upupon the pulpit ofwood
which had been prepared.

43 Beside him stood Mattathias, Sammus, Ananias, Azarias, Urias,
§Ezekias, and Baalsamus on the right hand,

44 and on his left hand, *Phaldeus, Misael, Melchias, †Lothasubus,
Nabarias, and Zacharias.

45 Then Esdras took the book of the law before the multitude, and sat
honorably in the first place before all.

46When he opened the law, they all stood straight up. So Esdras blessed
the Lord GodMost High, the God of armies, the Almighty.

47All the people answered, “Amen.” Lifting up their hands, they fell to the
ground andworshiped the Lord.

48Also Jesus, Annus, Sarabias, Iadinus, Jacubus, Sabateus, ‡Auteas,Maian-
nas, Calitas, Azarias, Jozabdus, Ananias, and Phalias, the Levites, taught the
law of the Lord, §and read to the multitude the law of the Lord, explaining
what was read.

49 Then Attharates said to Esdras the chief priest and reader, and to the
Levites who taught themultitude, even to all,

50 “This day is holy to the Lord—now they all wept when they heard the
law—

51go then, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and sendportions to thosewhohave
nothing;
* 9:33 Mattenai. † 9:33 Mattattah. ‡ 9:33 Zabad. ✡ 9:38 Nehemiah 8:1 § 9:43 Hilkiah.
* 9:44 Pedaiah. † 9:44 Hashuin. ‡ 9:48 Hodiah. § 9:48 Some authorities omit and
read...Lord.
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52 for theday is holy to theLord. Don’t be sorrowful, for theLordwill bring
you to honor.”

53 So the Levites commanded all things to the people, saying, “This day is
holy. Don’t be sorrowful.”

54 Then they went their way, every one to eat, drink, enjoy themselves, to
give portions to those who had nothing, and to rejoice greatly,

55because they *understood thewords theywere instructedwith, and for
which they had been assembled.

* 9:55 Or, were inspired by
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The
Prayer of Manasses

King of Judah,
WhenHeWas Held Captive in Babylon

The Prayer of Manasses is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is included in an
appendix to the Latin Vulgate Bible.

1 O LORD Almighty in heaven, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and of their righteous offspring,

2you who havemade heaven and earth, with all their order,
3who have bound the sea by the word of your commandment, who have

shut up the deep, and sealed it by your terrible and glorious name,
4whom all things fear, yes, tremble before your power,
5 for the majesty of your glory can’t be borne, and the anger of your

threatening toward sinners is unbearable.
6Yourmerciful promise is unmeasurable and unsearchable,
7 for you are the Lord Most High, of great compassion, patient and

abundant inmercy, and relent at human suffering.
8 *You, O Lord, according to your great goodness have promised repen-

tance and forgiveness to thosewhohave sinnedagainst you. Of your infinite
mercies, you have appointed repentance to sinners, that theymay be saved.
You therefore, O Lord, who are the God of the just, have not appointed
repentance to the just, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which have not sinned
against you, but you have appointed repentance to me, a sinner.

9 For I have sinned more than the number of the sands of the sea. My
transgressions are multiplied,† O Lord, my transgressions are multiplied,
and I amnotworthy tobehold and see theheight of heaven for themultitude
of my iniquities.

10 I amboweddownwithmany ironbands, so that I can’t lift upmyheadby
reason ofmy sins,‡neither have I any relief; for I have provoked yourwrath,
and done that which is evil before you:§ I didn’t do your will, neither did I
keepyour commandments. I have set upabominations, andhavemultiplied
detestable things.

11Now therefore I bow the knee of my heart, asking you for grace.
12 I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I acknowledgemy iniquities;
13but, I humbly ask you, forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, and please don’t

destroymewithmy iniquities. Don’t be angrywithme forever, by reserving
evil for me. Don’t condemnme into the lower parts of the earth. For you, O
Lord, are the God of those who repent.

14 Inmeyouwill showall your goodness, for youwill saveme, even though
I am unworthy, according to your great mercy.

15Then I will praise you forever all the days of my life; for all the army of
heaven sings your praise, and yours is the glory forever and ever. Amen.

* 1:8 The Alex. MS. omits You... saved. † 1:9 The Alex. MS. omits O Lord... multiplied. ‡ 1:10
Some authorities omit by reason of my sins. § 1:10 The Alex. MS. omits I did... commandments.
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Psalm 151
Psalm 151 is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek

Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches.
This Psalm is a genuine one of David, though extra,* composed when he
fought in single combat with Goliath.
1 I was small amongmy brothers,

and youngest in my father’s house.
I tendedmy father’s sheep.

2My hands formed amusical instrument,
andmy fingers tuned a lyre.

3Who shall tell my Lord?
The Lord himself, he himself hears.

4He sent forth his angel and tookme frommy father’s sheep,
and he anointedmewith his anointing oil.

5My brothers were handsome and tall;
but the Lord didn’t take pleasure in them.

6 I went out to meet the Philistine,
and he cursedme by his idols.

7But I drew his own sword and beheaded him,
and removed reproach from the children of Israel.

* 1: or, supernumerary
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The Third Book of theMaccabees
The Third Book of theMaccabees is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scrip-

tureby theGreekOrthodoxandRussianOrthodoxChurches. It is considered
to be apocrypha bymost other church traditions.

1Now Philopater, on learning from those who came back that Antiochus
had made himself master of the places which belonged to himself, sent
orders to all his infantry and cavalry, took with him his sister Arsinoe, and
marched out as far as the parts of Raphia, where Antiochus and his forces
encamped.

2And one Theodotus, intending to carry out his design, took with him the
bravest of the armed men who had been before committed to his trust by
Ptolemy, and got through at night to the tent of Ptolemy, to kill him on his
own responsibility, and so to end the war.

3 But Dositheus, called the son of Drimulus, by birth a Jew, afterward a
renegade from the laws and observances of his country, conveyed Ptolemy
away, andmadeanobscureperson lie down inhis stead in the tent. It turned
out that this man received the fate which wasmeant for the other.

4 A fierce battle then took place. The men of Antiochus were prevailing.
Arsinoe continuallywent up and down the ranks, andwith dishevelled hair,
with tearsandentreaties, begged the soldiers tofightbravely for themselves,
their children, andwives, and promised that if they proved conquerors, she
would give them each twominas of gold.

5 It thus fell out that their enemies were defeated in hand-to-hand en-
counter, and that many of themwere taken prisoners.

6Having vanquished this attempt, the king then decided to proceed to the
neighboring cities, and encourage them.

7By doing this, and by making donations to their temples, he inspired his
subjects with confidence.

8 The Jews sent some of their council and of their elders to him. The
greetings, welcoming gifts, and congratulations of the past, given by them,
filled himwith the greater eagerness to visit their city.

9Having arrived at Jerusalem, sacrificed, and offered thank-offerings to
the Greatest God, and done whatever else was suitable to the sanctity of the
place, and entered the inner court,

10 he was so impressed with the magnificence of the place, and so
wondered at the orderly arrangements of the temple, that he considered
entering the sanctuary itself.

11When they told him that this was not permissible, none of the nation,
not even the priests in general, but only the supreme high priest of all, and
he only once in a year, was allowed to go in, hewould by nomeans giveway.

12Then they read the law to him, but he persisted in intruding, exclaiming
that he ought to be allowed. He said, “Even if they were deprived of this
honor, I shouldn’t be.”

13He asked why, when he entered all the other temples, did none of the
priests whowere present forbid him.

14Hewas thoroughly answered by someone, that he didwrong to boast of
this.
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15 “Well, since I have done this,” said he, “be the cause what it may, shall I
not enter with or without your consent?”

16 When the priests fell down in their sacred vestments imploring the
Greatest God to come and help in time of need, and to avert the violence of
the fierce aggressor, and when they filled the temple with lamentations and
tears,

17 then thosewhohad been left behind in the citywere scared, and rushed
out, uncertain of the event.

18 Virgins, who had been shut up within their chambers, came out with
their mothers, scattering dust and ashes on their heads, and filling the
streets with outcries.

19Women who had recently been arrayed for marriage left their bridal
chambers, left the reserve that befitted them, and ran around the city in a
disorderly manner.

20 New-born babes were deserted by the mothers or nurses who waited
upon them—some here, some there, in houses, or in fields; these now, with
an ardor which could not be checked, swarmed into theMost High temple.

21 Various prayers were offered up by those who assembled in this place
because of the unholy attempt of the king.

22 Along with these there were some of the citizens who took courage
and would not submit to his obstinacy and his intention of carrying out his
purpose.

23 Calling out to arms, and to die bravely in defense of the law of their
fathers, they created a great uproar in the place, and were with difficulty
brought back by the aged and the elders to the station of prayer which they
had occupied before.

24During this time, themultitude kept on praying.
25 The elders who surrounded the king tried in many ways to divert his

arrogant mind from the design which he had formed.
26 He, in his hardened mood, insensible to all persuasion, was going

onward with the view of carrying out this design.
27 Yet even his own officers, when they saw this, joined the Jews in an

appeal to Him who has all power to aid in the present crisis, and not wink
at such haughty lawlessness.

28Suchwas the frequency and the vehemence of the cry of the assembled
crowd, that an indescribable noise ensued.

29Not the men only, but the very walls and floor seemed to sound out, all
things preferring death rather than to see the place defiled.

2
1 Now it was that the high priest Simon bowed his knees near the holy

place, spread out his hands in reverent form, and uttered the following
prayer:

2 “OLord, Lord, King of the heavens, and Ruler of thewhole creation, Holy
among the holy, sole Governor, Almighty, give ear to us who are oppressed
by awicked andprofane one,who celebrates in his confidence and strength.

3 It is you, the Creator of all, the Lord of the universe, who are a righteous
Governor, and judge all who act with pride and insolence.

4 Itwasyouwhodestroyed the formerworkersofunrighteousness, among
whomwere the giants,who trusted in their strength anddaring, by covering
themwith ameasureless flood.
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5 It was you who made the Sodomites, those workers of exceedingly
iniquity, men notorious for their vices, an example to later generations,
when you covered themwith fire and brimstone*.

6 You made known your power when you caused the bold Pharaoh, the
enslaver of your people, to pass through the ordeal of many and diverse
inflictions.

7You rolled the depths of the sea over himwhen he pursuedwith chariots
and with amultitude of followers, and gave a safe passage to those who put
their trust in you, the Lord of the whole creation.

8 These saw and felt the works of your hands, and praised you, the
Almighty.

9You, OKing,whenyou created the immeasurable andmeasureless earth,
chose this city. You made this place sacred to your name, even though
you need nothing. You glorified it with your illustrious presence, after
constructing it to the glory of your great and honorable name.

10 You promised, out of love for the people of Israel, that if we fall away
fromyou, becomeafflicted, and then come to this house andpray, youwould
hear our prayer.

11Truly you are faithful and true.
12When you often aided our fathers when hard pressed and humiliated,

and delivered them out of great dangers,
13 see now, holy King, how through our many and great sins we are

crushed and made subject to our enemies, and have become weak and
powerless.

14 In our low condition, this bold and profane man seeks to dishonor this
your holy place, consecrated out of the earth to the name of yourMajesty.

15Your dwelling place, the heaven of heavens, is indeed unapproachable
to men.

16But since it seemed good to you to exhibit your glory among your people
Israel, you sanctified this place.

17 Don’t punish us by means of the uncleanness of their men, and don’t
chastise us bymeans of their profanity, lest the lawless ones should boast in
their rage, and exult in exuberant pride of speech, and say,

18 ‘We have trampled upon the holy house, as idolatrous houses are
trampled upon.’

19Blot out our iniquities, do awaywith our errors, and showyour compas-
sion in this hour.

20Let yourmercies quickly gobeforeus. Grantuspeace, that thedowncast
and broken heartedmay praise you with their mouth.”

21At that time God, who sees all things, who is beyond all Holy among the
holy, heard that prayer, so suitable, and scourged the man who was greatly
uplifted with scorn and insolence.

22Shaking him back and forth as a reed is shakenwith thewind, he threw
him down on the pavement, powerless, with limbs paralyzed, and by a
righteous judgment deprived of the ability to speak.

23 His friends and bodyguards, seeing the swift recompense which had
suddenly overtaken him, struck with exceeding terror, and fearing that he
would die, speedily removed him.

* 2:5 or, sulfur
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24When in course of time he had come to himself, this severe punishment
caused no repentancewithin him, but he departedwith bitter threatenings.

25 He proceeded to Egypt, grew worse in wickedness through his previ-
ously mentioned companions in wine, who were lost to all goodness,

26 and not satisfied with countless acts of impiety, his audacity so in-
creased that he raised evil reports there, and many of his friends, watching
his purpose attentively, joined in furthering his will.

27His purpose was to inflict a public stigma upon our race. Therefore he
erected a stone pillar in the courtyard, and caused the following inscription
to be engraved upon it:

28 “Entrance to this temple is to be refused to all those who would not
sacrifice. All the Jews were to be registered among the slaves. Those who
resisted are to be forcibly seized and put to death.

29Those who are thus registered are to bemarked on their persons by the
ivy-leaf symbol of Dionysus, and to be reduced to these limited rights.”

30 To do away with the appearance of hating them all, he had it written
underneath, that if any of them should elect to enter the community of those
initiated in the rites, these should have equal rights with the Alexandrians.

31 Some of those who were over the city, therefore, abhorring any ap-
proach to the city of piety, unhesitatingly gave in to the king, and expected
to derive some great honor from a future connection with him.

32 A nobler spirit, however, prompted the majority to cling to their reli-
gious observances, and by paying money that they might live unmolested,
these sought to escape the registration,

33 cheerfully looking forward to future aid, they abhorred their own
apostates, considering them to be national foes, and depriving them of
common fellowship andmutual help.

3
1On discovering this, so incensed was the wicked king, that he no longer

confined his rage to the Jews in Alexandria. Laying his hand more heavily
upon those who lived in the country, he gave orders that they should be
quickly collected into one place, andmost cruelly deprived of their lives.

2While thiswas going on, a hostile rumorwas uttered abroadbymenwho
had banded together to injure the Jewish race. The pretext of their charge
was that the Jews kept them away from the ordinances of the law.

3Now the Jews alwaysmaintained a feeling of unwavering loyalty toward
the kings,

4 yet, as they worshiped God and observed his law, they made certain
distinctions, and avoided certain things. Hence they appeared hateful to
some people,

5 although, as they adorned their conversation with works of righteous-
ness, they had established themselves in the good opinion of the world.

6 What all the rest of mankind said was, however, disregarded by the
foreigners,

7 who said much of the exclusiveness of the Jews with regard to their
worship and meats. They alleged that they were unsociable men, hostile to
the king’s interests, refusing to associate with him or his troops. By this way
of speaking, they brought much hatred on them.
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8 This unexpected uproar and sudden gathering of people was observed
by the Greeks who lived in the city, concerningmenwho had never harmed
them. Yet to aid them was not in their power, since all was oppression
around, but they encouraged them in their troubles, and expected a favor-
able turn of affairs.

9Hewho knows all things will not, they said, disregard so great a people.
10Someof the neighbors, friends, and business associates of the Jews even

called them secretly to an interview, pledged them their assistance, and
promised to do their very utmost for them.

11Now the king, elatedwith his prosperous fortune, andnot regarding the
superior power of God, but thinking to persevere in his present purpose,
wrote the following letter to the prejudice of the Jews:

12 “King PtolemyPhilopater, to the commanders and soldiers in Egypt, and
in all places, health and happiness!

13 I am doing well, and so, too, are my affairs.
14 Since our Asiatic campaign, the particulars of which you know, and

which by the aid of the gods, not lightly given, and by our own vigor, has
been brought to a successful conclusion according to our expectation,

15we resolved, not with strength of spear, but with gentleness and much
humanity, as it were to nurse the inhabitants of Coele-Syria and Phoenicia,
and to be their willing benefactors.

16 So, having bestowed considerable sums of money upon the temples of
the several cities, we proceeded even as far as Jerusalem, and went up to
honor the temple of thesewretched beingswhonever cease from their folly.

17 To outward appearance they received us willingly, but belied that
appearance by their deeds. When we were eager to enter their temple, and
to honor it with themost beautiful and exquisite gifts,

18 they were so carried away by their old arrogance as to forbid us the
entrance, while we, out of our forbearance toward all men, refrained from
exercising our power upon them.

19Thus, exhibiting their enmity against us, they alone among the nations
lift up their heads against kings andbenefactors, asmenunwilling to submit
to any reasonable thing.

20 We then, having endeavored to make allowance for the madness of
these people, and on our victorious return treating all people in Egypt
courteously, acted in amanner which was befitting.

21 Accordingly, bearing no ill will against their kinsmen, but rather re-
membering our connection with them, and the numerous matters with
sincere heart froma remote period entrusted to them,wewished to venture
a total alteration of their state, by giving them the rights of citizens of
Alexandria, and to admit them to the everlasting rites of our solemnities.

22All this, however, they have taken in a very different spirit. With their
innate malignity, they have spurned the fair offer, and constantly inclining
to evil,

23 have rejected the inestimable rights. Not only so, but by using speech,
and by refraining from speech, they abhor the few among them who are
heartily disposed toward us, ever deeming that their infamous way of life
will force us to do awaywith our reform.

24Having then received certain proofs that these Jews bear us every sort
of ill will, we must look forward to the possibility of some sudden tumult
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among ourselveswhen these impiousmenmay turn traitors and barbarous
enemies.

25Therefore, as soon as the contents of this letter becomeknown to you, in
that same hour we order those Jews who dwell among you, with wives and
children, to be sent to us, vilified and abused, in chains of iron, to undergo a
cruel and shameful death, suitable to enemies.

26 For by the punishment of them in one body we perceive that we have
found the onlymeans of establishing our affairs for the future on a firmand
satisfactory basis.

27Whoever protects a Jew, whether it be old man, child, or nursing baby,
shall with his whole house be tortured to death.

28Whoever informsagainst the Jews, besides receiving theproperty of the
person charged, shall be presented with two thousand drachmas* from the
royal treasury, shall be made free, and shall be crowned.

29Whatever place shelters a Jew shall bemade unapproachable and shall
be put under the ban of fire, and be forever rendered useless to every living
being for all time to come.”

30The king’s letter was written in the above form.

4
1Wherever this decree was received, the people kept up a revelry of joy

and shouting, as if their long-pent-up, hardened hatred would now show
itself openly.

2 The Jews suffered great throes of sorrow and wept much, while their
hearts, all things aroundbeing lamentable, were set onfire as they bewailed
the sudden destruction which was decreed against them.

3What home, or city, or any inhabited place, or what streets were there,
which their condition didn’t fill with wailing and lamentation?

4 They were sent out unanimously by the generals in various cities, with
such stern and pitiless feeling that the exceptional nature of the infliction
moved even some of their enemies. These, influenced by sentiments of
common humanity, and reflecting upon the uncertain issue of life, shed
tears at their miserable expulsion.

5Amultitudeofagedhoary-hairedoldmenweredrivenalongwithhalting
bending feet, urged onward by the impulse of a violent, shameless force to
quick speed.

6 Girls who had entered the bridal chamber quite lately, to enjoy the
partnership of marriage, exchanged pleasure for misery; and with dust
scattered upon their myrrh-anointed heads, were hurried along unveiled;
and, in the midst of outlandish insults, set up with one accord a lamentable
cry instead of themarriage hymn.

7Bound and exposed to public gaze, theywere hurried violently on board
ship.

8 The husbands of these, in the prime of their youthful vigor, instead of
crowns, wore ropes round their necks. Instead of feasting and youthful
celebration, they spent the rest of their nuptial days inwailing, and sawonly
the grave at hand.

* 3:28 a drachmawas about a day’s pay for an agricultural laborer
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9 They were dragged along by unyielding chains, like wild animals. Of
these, some had their necks thrust into the benches of the rowers, while the
feet of others were enclosed in hard fetters.

10 The planks of the deck above them blocked out the light and shut out
the day on every side, so that they might be treated like traitors during the
whole voyage.

11 They were carried like this in this vessel, and at the end of it arrived at
Schedia. The king had ordered them to be cast into the vast hippodrome,
which was built in front of the city. This place was well adapted by its
situation to expose them to the gaze of all comers into the city, and of
those who went from the city into the country. Thus they could hold
no communication with his forces. They weren’t deemed worthy of any
civilized accommodation.

12When thiswasdone, theking, hearing that their kindred in the cityoften
went out and lamented themelancholy distress of these victims,

13was full of rage, andcommanded that they shouldbe carefully subjected
to the same—and not one bit milder—treatment.

14The whole nation was now to be registered. Every individual was to be
specified byname, not for that hard servitude of laborwhichwehave a little
before mentioned, but that he might expose them to the before-mentioned
tortures; and finally, in the short space of a day, might exterminate them by
his cruelties.

15 The registering of these men was carried on cruelly, zealously, assidu-
ously, from the rising of the sun to its going down, and was not brought to
an end in forty days.

16Thekingwasfilledwith great and constant joy, and celebratedbanquets
before the temple idols. His erring heart, far from the truth, and his profane
mouth gave glory to idols, deaf and incapable of speaking or aiding, and
uttered unworthy speech against the Greatest God.

17 At the end of the above-mentioned interval of time, the registrars
brought word to the king that the multitude of the Jews was too great for
registration,

18 inasmuch as there were many still left in the land, of whom some were
in inhabited houses, and others were scattered about in various places, so
that all the commanders in Egypt were insufficient for the work.

19 The king threatened them, and charged them with taking bribes, in
order to contrive the escape of the Jews, but was clearly convinced of the
truth of what had been said.

20 They said, and proved, that paper and pens had failed them for the
carrying out of their purpose.

21Now this was an active interference of the unconquerable Providence
which assisted the Jews from heaven.

5
1 Then he called Hermon, who had charge of the elephants. Full of rage,

altogether fixed in his furious design,
2 he commanded him, with a quantity of unmixed wine with handfuls of

incense infused, to drug the elephants early on the following day. These
five hundred elephants were, when infuriated by the copious drinks of
frankincense, to be led up to the execution of death upon the Jews.
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3 The king, after issuing these orders, went to his feasting, and gathered
together all those of his friends andof the armywhohated the Jews themost.

4 The master of the elephants, Hermon, fulfilled his commission punctu-
ally.

5 The servants appointed for the purpose went out about evening and
bound the hands of the miserable victims, and took other precautions for
their security at night, thinking that the whole race would perish together.

6The heathen believed the Jews to be destitute of all protection, for chains
bound them.

7 They invoked the Almighty Lord, and ceaselessly implored with tears
their merciful God and Father, Ruler of all, Lord of every power,

8 to overthrow the evil purpose which had gone out against them, and to
deliver them by extraordinary manifestation from that death which was in
store for them.

9Their earnest entreaty went up to heaven.
10 Then Hermon, who had filled his merciless elephants with copious

drinks of mixed wine and frankincense, came early to the palace to report
on these preparations.

11He, however,whohas sent his good creature sleep fromall timebynight
orbyday thusgratifyingwhomhewills, diffusedaportionof it nowupon the
king.

12By this sweet and profound influence of the Lord, he was held fast, and
thus his unjust purpose was quite frustrated, and his unflinching resolve
greatly falsified.

13 But the Jews, having escaped the hour which had been fixed, praised
their holy God, and again prayed himwho is easily reconciled to display the
power of his powerful hand to the arrogant Gentiles.

14Themiddle of the tenth hour had nearly arrived, when the person who
sent invitations, seeing theguestswhowere invitedpresent, cameandshook
the king.

15 He gained his attention with difficulty, and hinting that the mealtime
was getting past, talked thematter over with him.

16 The king listened to this, and then turning aside to his drinking, com-
manded the guests to sit down before him.

17 This done, he asked them to enjoy themselves, and to indulge in mirth
at this somewhat late hour of the banquet.

18 Conversation grew on, and the king sent for Hermon, and inquired of
him, with fierce denunciations, why the Jews had been allowed to outlive
that day.

19Hermon explained that he had done his bidding over night; and in this
he was confirmed by his friends.

20 The king, then, with a barbarity exceeding that of Phalaris, said, “They
might thank his sleep of that day. Lose no time, and get ready the elephants
against tomorrow, as you did before, for the destruction of these accursed
Jews.”

21When the king said this, the company presentwere glad, and approved.
Then eachmanwent to his own home.

22They didn’t employ the night in sleep, but in contriving cruelmockeries
for those deemedmiserable.
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23Themorning cock had just crowed, and Hermon, having harnessed the
brutes, was stimulating them in the great colonnade.

24Thecity crowdswerecollected together to see thehideous spectacle, and
waited impatiently for the dawn.

25 The Jews, breathless with momentary suspense, stretched out their
hands and prayed the Greatest God, inmournful strains, again to help them
speedily.

26 The sun’s rays were not yet shining and the king was waiting for his
friends when Hermon came to him, calling him out, and saying that his
desires could now be realized.

27 The king, receiving him, was astonished at his unusual invitation.
Overwhelmedwith a spirit of oblivion about everything, inquired about the
object of this earnest preparation.

28But thiswas theworking of thatAlmightyGodwhohadmadehim forget
all his purpose.

29Hermon and all his friends pointed out the preparation of the animals.
They are ready, O king, according to your own strict injunction.

30 The king was filled with fierce anger at these words, for, by the
Providence of God regarding these things, his mind had become entirely
confused. He looked hard at Hermon, and threatened him as follows:

31 “Your parents, or your children, were they here, would have given a
large meal to these wild animals, not these innocent Jews, who have loyally
servedme andmy forefathers.

32Had it not been for familiar friendship, and the claims of your office,
your life should have gone for theirs.”

33 Hermon, being threatened in this unexpected and alarming manner,
was troubled in his eyes, and his face fell.

34 The friends, too, stole out one by one, and dismissed the assembled
multitudes to their respective occupations.

35 The Jews, having heard of these events, praised the glorious God and
King of kings, because they had obtained this help, too, from him.

36 Now the king arranged another banquet in the same way, and pro-
claimed an invitation to mirth.

37 He summoned Hermon to his presence, and said, with threats, “How
often, O wretch, must I repeat my orders to you about these same persons?

38Oncemore, arm the elephants for the extermination of the Jews tomor-
row!”

39His kinsmen, who were reclining with him, wondered at his instability,
and thus expressed themselves:

40 “O king, how long do you test us, as of men bereft of reason? This is the
third time that you have ordered their destruction. When the thing is to be
done, you change yourmind, and recall your instructions.

41 Because of this, the feeling of expectation causes tumult in the city. It
swarms with factions, and is continually on the point of being plundered.”

42 The king, just like another Phalaris, a prey to thoughtlessness, made
no account of the changes which his own mind had undergone, issuing in
the deliverance of the Jews. He swore a fruitless oath, and determined
immediately to send them to hades, crushed by the knees and feet of the
elephants.
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43Hewould also invade Judea, level its towns with fire and the sword, de-
stroy that temple which the heathenmight not enter, and prevent sacrifices
ever after being offered up there.

44 Joyfully his friends broke up, together with his kinsmen; and, trusting
in his determination, arranged their forces in guard at the most convenient
places of the city.

45Themaster of the elephants urged the animals into an almost maniacal
state, drenched themwith incense andwine, anddecked themwith frightful
devices.

46About earlymorning,when the citywasfilledwith an immensenumber
of people at the hippodrome, he entered the palace and called the king to the
business in hand.

47 The king’s heart teemed with impious rage; and he rushed forth with
the mass, along with the elephants. With unsoftened feelings and pitiless
eyes, he longed to gaze at the hard and wretched doom of the previously
mentioned Jews.

48 But the Jews, when the elephants went out at the gate, followed by the
armed force. When they saw the dust raised by the throng, and heard the
loud cries of the crowd,

49 thought that they had come to the last moment of their lives, to the
end of what they had tremblingly expected. They gave way, therefore, to
lamentations and moans. They kissed each other. Those nearest of kin to
eachotherhungaroundoneanother’snecks—fathershugging their sonsand
mothers their daughters. Other women held their infants to their breasts,
which drewwhat seemed their last milk.

50 Nevertheless, when they reflected upon the help previously granted
them from heaven, they prostrated themselves with one accord, removed
even the sucking children from the breasts, and

51 sent up an exceedingly great cry asking the Lord of all power to reveal
himself, and havemercy upon those who now lay at the gates of hades.

6
1 Then Eleazar, an illustrious priest of the country, who had attained to

length of days, and whose life had been adorned with virtue, caused the
elders whowere around him to cease to cry out to the holy God, and prayed
this:

2 “O king, mighty in power, most high, Almighty God, who regulates the
whole creation with your tender mercy,

3 look at the seed of Abraham, at the children of the sanctified Jacob,
your sanctified inheritance, O Father, now being wrongfully destroyed as
foreigners in a foreign land.

4 You destroyed Pharaoh with his army of chariots when that lord of this
same Egypt was uplifted with lawless daring and loud-sounding tongue.
Shedding thebeamsofyourmercyupon the raceof Israel, youoverwhelmed
him and his proud army.

5When Sennacherim, the grievous king of the Assyrians, exulting in his
countless army, had subdued the whole land with his spear and was lifting
himself against your holy city with boastings grievous to be endured, you, O
Lord, demolished him and displayed yourmight to many nations.
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6When the three friends in the land of Babylon of their ownwill exposed
their lives to the fire rather than serve vain things, you sent amoist coolness
through the fiery furnace, and brought the fire on all their adversaries.

7 It was youwho, when Daniel was hurled, through slander and envy, as a
prey to lions down below, brought him back again unharmed to light.

8When Jonah was pining away in the belly of the sea-born monster, you
looked at him, O Father, and recovered him to the sight of his own.

9Now, you who hate insolence, you who abound in mercy, you who are
the protector of all things, appear quickly to those of the race of Israel, who
are insulted by abhorred, lawless gentiles.

10 If our lifeduringourexilehasbeenstainedwith iniquity, deliverus from
thehandof theenemy, anddestroyus, OLord, by thedeathwhichyouprefer.

11Don’t let the vain-minded congratulate vain idols at the destruction of
your beloved, saying, ‘Their god didn’t deliver them.’

12 You who are All-powerful and Almighty, O Eternal One, behold! Have
mercy on us who are being withdrawn from life, like traitors, by the
unreasoning insolence of lawless men.

13 Let the heathen cower before your invincible might today, O glorious
One, who have all power to save the race of Jacob.

14The whole band of infants and their parents ask you with tears.
15Let it be shown to all the nations that you are with us, O Lord, and have

not turned your face away fromus, but as you said that youwould not forget
them even in the land of their enemies, so fulfill this saying, O Lord.”

16Now, at the time that Eleazar had ended his prayer, the king came along
to the hippodromewith the wild animals, and with his tumultuous power.

17 When the Jews saw this, they uttered a loud cry to heaven so that
the adjacent valleys resounded and caused an irrepressible lamentation
throughout the army.

18 Then the all-glorious, all-powerful, and true God, displayed his holy
countenance, and opened the gates of heaven, from which two angels,
dreadful of form, came down andwere visible to all but the Jews.

19 They stood opposite, and filled the enemies’ army with confusion and
cowardice, and bound themwith immoveable shackles.

20Acold shudder cameover thepersonof theking, andoblivionparalyzed
the vehemence of his spirit.

21They turned back the animals on the armed forces who followed them;
and the animals trampled them and destroyed them.

22 The king’s wrath was converted into compassion; and he wept at the
things he had devised.

23Forwhenhe heard the cry, and saw themall on the verge of destruction,
with tears he angrily threatened his friends, saying,

24 “You have governed badly, and have exceeded tyrants in cruelty. You
have labored to deprive me, your benefactor, at once of my dominion and
my life, by secretly devisingmeasures injurious to the kingdom.

25Who has gathered here, unreasonably removing each from his home,
those who, in fidelity to us, had held the fortresses of the country?

26Who has consigned to unmerited punishments those who in good will
toward us from the beginning have in all things surpassed all nations, and
who often have engaged in themost dangerous undertakings?
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27 Loose, loose the unjust bonds! Send them to their homes in peace,
begging pardon for what has been done.

28 Release the sons of the almighty living God of heaven, who from
our ancestors’ times until now has granted a glorious and uninterrupted
prosperity to our affairs.”

29He said these things, and they, released the same moment, having now
escaped death, praised God their holy Savior.

30 The king then departed to the city, and called his financier to himself,
and asked him provide a seven days’ quantity of wine and other materials
for feasting for the Jews. Hedecided that they shouldkeepa cheerful festival
of deliverance in the very place in which they expected to meet with their
destruction.

31 Then they who were before despised and near to hades, yes, rather
advanced into it, partook of the cup of salvation, instead of a grievous and
lamentable death. Full of exultation, they apportioned the place intended
for their fall and burial into banqueting booths.

32 Ceasing their miserable strain of woe, they took up the subject of their
fatherland, singing in praise toGod theirwonder-working Savior. All groans
and allwailingwere laid aside. They formeddances as a sign of peaceful joy.

33 So the king also collected a number of guests for the occasion, and
returned unceasing thanks with much magnificence for the unexpected
deliverance afforded him.

34Those who had marked them out as for death and for carrion, and had
registered them with joy, howled aloud, and were clothed with shame, and
had the fire of their rage ingloriously put out.

35 But the Jews, as we just said, instituted a dance, and then gave them-
selves up to feasting, glad thanksgiving, and psalms.

36Theymade a public ordinance to commemorate these things for gener-
ations to come, as long as they should be sojourners. They thus established
these days as days of mirth, not for the purpose of drinking or luxury, but
because God had saved them.

37They requested the king to send them back to their homes.
38They were being enrolled from the twenty-fifth of Pachon to the fourth

of Epiphi, a period of forty days. The measures taken for their destruction
lasted from the fifth of Epiphi till the seventh, that is, three days.

39The Ruler over all during this timemanifested hismercy gloriously, and
delivered them all together unharmed.

40 They feasted upon the king’s provision up to the fourteenth day, then
asked to be sent away.

41The king commended them, and wrote the following letter, of magnan-
imous import for them, to the commanders of every city:

7
1 “King Ptolemy Philopator to the commanders throughout Egypt, and to

all who are set over affairs, joy and strength.
2We, too, and our children are well. God has directed our affairs as we

wish.
3 Certain of our friends out of malice vehemently urged us to punish the

Jews of our realm in a body, with the infliction of a monstrous punishment.
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4 They pretended that our affairs would never be in a good state till this
took place. Such, they said, was the hatred borne by the Jews to all other
people.

5 They brought them fettered in grievous chains as slaves, no, as traitors.
Without enquiry or examination they endeavored to annihilate them. They
buckled themselves with a savage cruelty, worse than Scythian custom.

6 For this cause we severely threatened them; yet, with the clemency
which we usually extend to all men, we at length permitted them to live.
Finding that the God of heaven cast a shield of protection over the Jews so
as to preserve them, and that he fought for themas a father always fights for
his sons,

7and taking into consideration their constancy and fidelity toward us and
toward our ancestors, we have, as we ought, acquitted them of every sort of
charge.

8We have dismissed them to their several homes, telling all men every-
where to do them nowrong, or unrighteously revile them about the past.

9 For know this, that should we conceive any evil design, or in any way
aggrieve them,we shall ever have as our adversary, notman, but thehighest
God, the ruler of allmight. FromHim therewill be no escape, as the avenger
of such deeds. Farewell.”

10When they had received this letter, they didn’t hurry to depart imme-
diately. They petitioned the king to be allowed to inflict fitting punishment
upon those of their race who had willingly transgressed the holy god, and
the law of God.

11 They alleged that men who had for their bellies’ sake transgressed the
ordinances of God, would never be faithful to the interests of the king.

12 The king admitted the truth of this reasoning, and commended them.
Full power was given them, without warrant or special commission, to
destroy those who had transgressed the law of God boldly in every part of
the king’s dominions.

13Their priests, then, as it was appropriate, saluted himwith goodwishes,
andall thepeopleechoedwith the “Hallelujah!” Then they joyfullydeparted.

14 Then they punished and shamefully destroyed every polluted Jew that
fell in their way,

15 slaying this way, in that day, more than three hundred men, and
esteeming this destruction of the wicked a season of joy.

16 They themselves having held closely to their God to death, and having
enjoyed a full deliverance, departed from the city garlanded with sweet-
flowered wreaths of every kind. Uttering exclamations of joy, with songs
of praise, and melodious hymns, they thanked the God of their fathers, the
eternal Savior of Israel.

17 Having arrived at Ptolemais, called from the specialty of that district
“Rose-bearing”, where thefleet, in accordancewith the generalwish,waited
for them seven days,

18 they partook of a banquet of deliverance, for the king generously
granted them all the means of securing a return home.

19Theywereaccordinglybroughtback inpeace,while theygaveutterance
to appropriate thanks; and they determined to observe these days during
their sojourn as days of joyfulness.
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20These they registered as sacred upon a pillar, when they had dedicated
theplaceof their festivity tobeoneofprayer. Theydepartedunharmed, free,
abundant in joy, preserved by the king’s command, by land, by sea, and by
river, each to his own home.

21 They had more weight than before among their enemies, and were
honored and feared. No one in any way robbed them of their goods.

22 Every man received back his own, according to inventory, those who
had obtained their goods, giving them up with the greatest terror. For the
greatest Godmade perfect wonders for their salvation.

23Blessed be the Redeemer of Israel forever! Amen.
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The Second Book of Esdras
The Second Book of Esdras is included in the Slavonic Bible as 3 Esdras,

but is not found in the Greek Septuagint. It is included in the Appendix
to the Latin Vulgate Bible as 4 Esdras. It is considered to be Apocrypha by
most church traditions. It is preserved here for its supplementary historical
value.

1 The second book of the prophet Esdras, the son of Saraias, the son of
Azaraias, the son of Helkias, the son of Salemas, the son of Sadoc, the son
of Ahitob,

2 the son of Achias, the son of Phinees, the son of Heli, the son of Amarias,
the son of Aziei, the son of Marimoth, the son of Arna, the son of Ozias, the
son of Borith, the son of Abissei, the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar,

3 the son of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi, who was captive in the land of the
Medes, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of the Persians.

4The Lord’s word came tome, saying,
5 “Go your way and showmy people their sinful deeds, and their children

their wickedness which they have done against me, that they may tell their
children’s children,

6 because the sins of their fathers have increased in them, for they have
forgottenme, and have offered sacrifices to foreign gods.

7Didn’t I bring them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage?
But they have provokedme to wrath and have despisedmy counsels.

8 So pull out the hair of your head and cast all evils upon them, for they
have not been obedient to my law, but they are a rebellious people.

9How long shall I endure them, to whom I have done somuch good?
10 I have overthrown many kings for their sakes. I have struck down

Pharoah with his servants and all his army.
11 I havedestroyedall thenationsbefore them. In the east, I have scattered

the people of two provinces, even of Tyre and Sidon, and have slain all their
adversaries.

12 Speak therefore to them, saying:
13 “The Lord says, truly I brought you through the sea, and where there

was no path I made highways for you. I gave you Moses for a leader and
Aaron for a priest.

14 I gave you light in a pillar of fire. I have done greatwonders among you,
yet you have forgottenme, says the Lord.

15 “The Lord Almighty says: The quails were for a token to you. I gave you
a camp for your protection, but you complained there.

16Youdidn’t celebrate inmyname for thedestructionof your enemies, but
even to this day you still complain.

17Where are the benefits that I have given you? When you were hungry
and thirsty in the wilderness, didn’t you cry to me,

18 saying, ‘Why have you brought us into this wilderness to kill us? It
would have been better for us to have served the Egyptians than to die in
this wilderness.’

19 I had pity on your mourning and gave you manna for food. You ate
angels’ bread.
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20When you were thirsty, didn’t I split the rock, and water flowed out in
abundance? Because of the heat, I covered you with the leaves of the trees.

21 I divided fruitful lands among you. I drove out the Canaanites, the
Pherezites, and the Philistines before you. What more shall I do for you?”
says the Lord.

22The LordAlmighty says, “When youwere in thewilderness, at the bitter
stream, being thirsty and blasphemingmy name,

23 I gave you not fire for your blasphemies, but threw a tree in the water,
andmade the river sweet.

24What shall I do to you, O Jacob? You, Judah, would not obey me. I will
turnmyself to other nations, and Iwill givemy name to them, that theymay
keepmy statutes.

25 Since you have forsaken me, I also will forsake you. When you ask me
to bemerciful to you, I will have nomercy upon you.

26Whenever you call upon me, I will not hear you, for you have defiled
your hands with blood, and your feet are swift to commit murder.

27 It is not as though you have forsakenme, but your own selves,” says the
Lord.

28 The Lord Almighty says, “Haven’t I asked you as a father his sons, as a
mother her daughters, and a nurse her young babies,

29 that you would be my people, and I would be your God, that you would
bemy children, and I would be your father?

30 I gathered you together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.
But now, what should I do to you? I will cast you out frommy presence.

31 When you offer burnt sacrifices to me, I will turn my face from you,
for I have rejected your solemn feast days, your new moons, and your
circumcisions of the flesh.

32 I sent to youmy servants the prophets, whom you have taken and slain,
and torn their bodies in pieces, whose blood I will require from you,” says
the Lord.

33 The Lord Almighty says, “Your house is desolate. I will cast you out as
the wind blows stubble.

34 Your children won’t be fruitful, for they have neglected my command-
ment to you, and done that which is evil before me.

35 I will give your houses to a people that will come, which not having
heard of me yet believe me. Those to whom I have shown no signs will do
what I have commanded.

36 They have seen no prophets, yet they will remember their former
condition.

37 I call to witness the gratitude of the people who will come, whose little
ones rejoice with gladness. Although they see me not with bodily eyes, yet
in spirit they will believe what I say.”

38And now, father, behold with glory, and see the people that come from
the east:

39 towhom Iwill give for leaders, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Oseas, Amos,
andMicheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas,

40Nahum, andAbacuc, Sophonias, Aggaeus, Zachary, andMalachy, who is
also called the Lord’s messenger.
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2
1 The Lord says, “I brought this people out of bondage. I gave them my

commandments by my servants the prophets, whom they would not listen
to, but mademy counsels void.

2The mother who bore them says to them, ‘Go your way, my children, for
I am awidow and forsaken.

3 I brought you up with gladness, and I have lost you with sorrow and
heaviness, for you have sinned before the Lord God, and done that which
is evil before me.

4But nowwhat can I do for you? For I am awidow and forsaken. Go your
way, my children, and ask for mercy from the Lord.’

5As forme, O father, I call upon you for awitness in addition to themother
of these children, because they would not keepmy covenant,

6 that youmaybring them to confusion, and theirmother to ruin, that they
may have no offspring.

7 Let them be scattered abroad among the heathen. Let their names be
blotted out of the earth, for they have despisedmy covenant.

8Woe to you, Assur, you who hide the unrighteous with you! You wicked
nation, remember what I did to Sodom and Gomorrah,

9whose land lies in lumps of pitch and heaps of ashes. That is what I will
also do to those who have not listened to me,” says the Lord Almighty.

10 The Lord says to Esdras, “Tell my people that I will give them the
kingdom of Jerusalem, which I would have given to Israel.

11 I will also take their glory back tomyself, and give these the everlasting
tabernacles which I had prepared for them.

12 They will have the tree of life for fragrant perfume. They will neither
labor nor be weary.

13Ask, and youwill receive. Pray that your daysmaybe few, that theymay
be shortened. The kingdom is already prepared for you. Watch!

14Call heaven and earth towitness. Call them towitness, for I have left out
evil, and created the good, for I live, says the Lord.

15“Mother, embrace your children. Iwill bring themoutwith gladness like
a dove does. Establish their feet, for I have chosen you, says the Lord.

16 I will raise those who are dead up again from their places, and bring
them out from their tombs, for I recognize my name in them.

17Don’t be afraid, you mother of children, for I have chosen you, says the
Lord.

18 For your help, I will send my servants Esaias and Jeremy, after whose
counsel I have sanctified and prepared for you twelve trees laden with
various fruits,

19 and as many springs flowing with milk and honey, and seven mighty
mountains, on which roses and lilies grow, with which I will fill your
children with joy.

20Do right to thewidow. Secure justice for the fatherless. Give to the poor.
Defend the orphan. Clothe the naked.

21Heal the broken and theweak. Don’t laugh a lameman to scorn. Defend
themaimed. Let the blindman have a vision of my glory.

22Protect the old and young within your walls.
23Wherever you find the dead, set a sign upon them and commit them to

the grave, and I will give you the first place inmy resurrection.



2 Esdras 2:24 1565 2 Esdras 2:46

24 Stay still, my people, and take your rest, for your rest will come.
25Nourish your children, good nurse, and establish their feet.
26As for the servants whom I have given you, not one of themwill perish,

for I will require them from among your number.
27 Don’t be anxious, for when the day of suffering and anguish comes,

otherswillweepandbe sorrowful, but youwill rejoice andhaveabundance.
28 The nations will envy you, but they will be able to do nothing against

you, says the Lord.
29My hands will cover you, so that your children don’t see Gehenna.*
30 Be joyful, mother, with your children, for I will deliver you, says the

Lord.
31 Remember your children who sleep, for I will bring them out of the

secret places of the earth and show mercy to them, for I am merciful, says
the Lord Almighty.

32 Embrace your children until I come, and proclaim mercy to them, for
mywells run over, andmy grace won’t fail.”

33 I, Esdras, received a command from the Lord on Mount Horeb to go to
Israel, but when I came to them, they rejected me and rejected the Lord’s
commandment.

34 Therefore I say to you, O nations that hear and understand, “Look for
your shepherd. He will give you everlasting rest, for he is near at hand who
will come at the end of the age.

35 Be ready for the rewards of the kingdom, for the everlasting light will
shine on you forevermore.

36 Flee the shadow of this world, receive the joy of your glory. I call to
witness my savior openly.

37 Receive that which is given to you by the Lord, and be joyful, giving
thanks to himwho has called you to heavenly kingdoms.

38Arise and stand up, and see the number of those who have been sealed
at the Lord’s feast.

39 Those who withdrew themselves from the shadow of the world have
received glorious garments from the Lord.

40Takeagainyour full number, OZion, andmakeup the reckoningof those
of yours who are clothed in white, which have fulfilled the law of the Lord.

41 The number of your children, whom you long for, is fulfilled. Ask
the power of the Lord, that your people, which have been called from the
beginning, may bemade holy.”

42 I, Esdras, saw upon Mount Zion a great multitude, whom I could not
number, and they all praised the Lord with songs.

43 In the midst of them, there was a young man of a high stature, taller
than all the rest, and upon every one of their heads he set crowns, and he
wasmore exalted than they were. I marveled greatly at this.

44 So I asked the angel, and said, “What are these, my Lord?”
45 He answered and said to me, “These are those who have put off the

mortal clothing, and put on the immortal, and have confessed the name of
God. Now are they crowned, and receive palms.”

46 Then said I to the angel, “Who is the young man who sets crowns on
them, and gives them palms in their hands?”
* 2:29 or, Hell.
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47 So he answered and said to me, “He is the Son of God, whom they have
confessed in the world.”
Then I began to praise those who stood so valiantly for the name of the

Lord.
48 Then the angel said to me, “Go your way, and tell my people what kind

of things, and how great wonders of the Lord God you have seen.”

3
1 In the thirtiethyearafter theruinof thecity, I Salathiel, also calledEsdras,

was in Babylon, and lay troubled upon my bed, and my thoughts came up
over my heart,

2 for I saw the desolation of Zion and the wealth of those who lived at
Babylon.

3My spirit was very agitated, so that I began to speak words full of fear to
theMost High, and said,

4 “O sovereign Lord, didn’t you speak at the beginning when you formed
the earth—and that yourself alone—and commanded the dust

5and it gave youAdam, abodywithout a soul? Yet itwas theworkmanship
of yourhands, andyoubreathed intohim thebreathof life, andhewasmade
alive in your presence.

6 You led him into the garden which your right hand planted before the
earth appeared.

7 You gave him your one commandment, which he transgressed, and
immediately you appointed death for him and his descendants. From him
were born nations, tribes, peoples, and kindred without number.

8 Every nation walked after their own will, did ungodly things in your
sight, and despised your commandments, and you didn’t hinder them.

9 Nevertheless, again in process of time, you brought the flood on those
who lived in the world and destroyed them.

10 It came topass that the same thinghappened to them. Just asdeath came
to Adam, so was the flood to these.

11Nevertheless, you left one of them, Noahwith his household, and all the
righteous menwho descended from him.

12 “It came to pass that when those who lived upon the earth began to
multiply, they also multiplied children, peoples, and many nations, and
began again to bemore ungodly than their ancestors.

13 It came to pass, when they didwickedly before you, you chose one from
among them, whose namewas Abraham.

14You loved, and to him only you showed the end of the times secretly by
night,

15 and made an everlasting covenant with him, promising him that you
would never forsake his descendants. To him, you gave Isaac, and to Isaac
you gave Jacob and Esau.

16You set apart Jacob for yourself, but rejected Esau. Jacob became a great
multitude.

17 It came to pass that when you led his descendants out of Egypt, you
brought them up toMount Sinai.

18 You bowed the heavens also, shook the earth, moved the whole world,
made the depths tremble, and troubled the age.
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19 Your glory went through four gates, of fire, of earthquake, of wind,
and of ice, that you might give the law to the descendants of Jacob, and the
commandment to the descendants of Israel.

20 “Yet you didn’t take away from them their wicked heart, that your law
might produce fruit in them.

21For the first Adam, burdenedwith awicked heart transgressed andwas
overcome, as were all who are descended from him.

22 Thus disease was made permanent. The law was in the heart of the
people along with the wickedness of the root. So the good departed away
and that which was wicked remained.

23 So the times passed away, and the years were brought to an end. Then
you raised up a servant, called David,

24whom you commanded to build a city to your name, and to offer burnt
offerings to you in it fromwhat is yours.

25When this was done many years, then those who inhabited the city did
evil,

26 in all things doing as Adam and all his generations had done, for they
also had a wicked heart.

27 So you gave your city over into the hands of your enemies.
28 “Then I said in my heart, ‘Are their deeds of those who inhabit Babylon

any better? Is that why it gained dominion over Zion?’
29 For it came to pass when I came here, that I also saw impieties without

number, andmysoul sawmanysinners in this thirtiethyear, so thatmyheart
failedme.

30 For I have seen how you endure them sinning, and have spared those
who act ungodly, and have destroyed your people, and have preserved your
enemies;

31and you have not shown how yourwaymay be comprehended. Are the
deeds of Babylon better than those of Zion?

32Or is thereanyothernation thatknowsyoubeside Israel? Orwhat tribes
have so believed your covenants as these tribes of Jacob?

33Yet their reward doesn’t appear, and their labor has no fruit, for I have
gone here and there through the nations, and I see that they abound in
wealth, and don’t think about your commandments.

34Weigh therefore our iniquities now in the balance, and theirs also who
dwell in the world, and so will it be foundwhich way the scale inclines.

35Orwhenwas it that theywhodwell on the earth havenot sinned in your
sight? Or what nation has kept your commandments so well?

36You will find somemen by name who have kept your precepts, but you
won’t find nations.”

4
1Theangelwhowas sent tome,whosenamewasUriel, gavemeananswer,
2and said tome, “Yourunderstandinghas utterly failed you regarding this

world. Do you think you can comprehend the way of theMost High?”
3Then I said, “Yes, my Lord.”
He answered me, “I have been sent to show you three ways, and to set

before you three problems.
4 If you can solve one for me, I also will show you the way that you desire

to see, and I will teach you why the heart is wicked.”
5 I said, “Say on, my Lord.”
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Then said he to me, “Go, weigh for me the weight of fire, or measure for
me blast of wind, or call back for me the day that is past.”

6Then answered I and said, “Who of the sons ofmen is able to do this, that
you should askme about such things?”

7He said to me, “If I had asked you, ‘Howmany dwellings are there in the
heart of the sea? Or howmany springs are there at the fountain head of the
deep? Or how many streams are above the firmament? Or which are the
exits *of hell? Or which are the entrances of paradise?’

8perhaps youwould say tome, ‘I neverwent down into the deep, or as yet
into hell, neither did I ever climb up into heaven.’

9Nevertheless now Ihave only askedyouabout thefire,wind, and theday,
thingswhich youhave experienced, and fromwhich you can’t be separated,
and yet have you givenme no answer about them.”

10 He said moreover to me, “You can’t understand your own things that
you grew upwith.

11How then can your mind comprehend the way of the Most High? How
can he who is already worn out with the corrupted world understand
incorruption?”

†When I heard these things, I fell onmy face
12and said tohim, “Itwouldhavebeenbetter ifweweren’t here at all, than

that we should come here and live in the midst of ungodliness, and suffer,
and not knowwhy.”

13He answered me, and said, ‡“A forest of the trees of the field went out,
and took counsel together,

14 and said, ‘Come! Let’s go and make war against the sea, that it may
depart away before us, and that wemaymake ourselves more forests.’

15Thewaves of the sea also in likemanner took counsel together, and said,
‘Come! Let’s go up and subdue the forest of the plain, that there alsowemay
gainmore territory.’

16The counsel of thewoodwas in vain, for the fire came and consumed it.
17Likewise also the counsel of the waves of the sea, for the sand stood up

and stopped them.
18 If you were judge now between these two, which would you justify, or

which would you condemn?”
19 I answered and said, “It is a foolish counsel that they both have taken,

for the ground is given to the wood, and the place of the sea is given to bear
its waves.”

20Then answered heme, and said, “Youhave given a right judgment. Why
don’t you judge your own case?

21For just as the ground is given to thewood, and the sea to itswaves, even
so thosewhodwell upon theearthmayunderstandnothingbutwhat isupon
the earth. Only he who dwells above the heavens understands the things
that are above the height of the heavens.”

22 Then answered I and said, “I beg you, O Lord, why has the power of
understanding been given to me?

23 For it was not in my mind to be curious of the ways above, but of such
things as pass by us daily, because Israel is given up as a reproach to the
heathen. The peoplewhomyouhave loved have been given over to ungodly
* 4:7 So the Syriac. The Latin omits of hell? or which are the paths. † 4:11 So the Syriac and
Aethiopic. The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 4:13 So the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. See Judges
9:8.
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nations. The law of our forefathers is made of no effect, and the written
covenants are nowhere regarded.

24We pass away out of the world like locusts. Our life is like a vapor, and
we aren’t worthy to obtainmercy.

25Whatwill he then do for his name bywhichwe are called? I have asked
about these things.”

26Then he answeredme, and said, “If you are alive youwill see, and if you
live long, you will marvel, for the world hastens quickly to pass away.

27For it is not able to bear the things that are promised to the righteous in
the times to come; for this world is full of sadness and infirmities.

28 For the evil§ about which you asked me has been sown, but its harvest
hasn’t yet come.

29 If therefore that which is sown isn’t reaped, and if the place where the
evil is sown doesn’t pass away, the fieldwhere the good is sownwon’t come.

30 For a grain of evil seed was sown in the heart of Adam from the
beginning, and how much wickedness it has produced to this time! How
muchmore it will yet produce until the time of threshing comes!

31 Ponder now by yourself, how much fruit of wickedness a grain of evil
seed has produced.

32 When the grains which are without number are sown, how great a
threshing floor they will fill!”

33Then I answered and said, *“How long? Whenwill these things come to
pass? Why are our years few and evil?”

34He answered me, and said, “Don’t hurry faster than the Most High; for
your haste is† for your own self, but he who is above hurries on behalf of
many.

35 Didn’t the souls of the righteous ask question of these things in their
chambers, saying, ‘How long ‡will we be here? When does the fruit of the
threshing floor come?’

36 To them, Jeremiel the archangel answered, ‘When the number is ful-
filled of thosewho are like you. For he hasweighed theworld in the balance.

37Bymeasure, he hasmeasured the times. By number, he has counted the
seasons. He won’t §move or stir them until that measure is fulfilled.’ ”

38Then I answered, “O sovereign Lord, all of us are full of ungodliness.
39Perhaps it is for our sakes that the threshing time of the righteous is kept

back—because of the sins of those who dwell on the earth.”
40So he answeredme, “Go yourway to awomanwith child, and ask of her

when she has fulfilled her ninemonths, if herwombmay keep the baby any
longer within her.”

41Then I said, “No, Lord, that can it not.”
He said to me, “In Hades, the chambers of souls are like the womb.
42For just like awoman in labor hurries to escape the anguish of the labor

pains, even so these places hurry to deliver those things that are committed
to them from the beginning.

43Then youwill be shown those things which you desire to see.”
44Then I answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, and if it is possible,

and if I amworthy,
§ 4:28 so the Syriac and Aethiopic. * 4:33 So the chief oriental versions. † 4:34 So the Syriac.
The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 4:35 So the Syriac. The Latin has shall I hope on this fashion? § 4:37
Syr. rest.
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45 show me this also, whether there is more to come than is past, or
whether the greater part has gone over us.

46For what is gone I know, but I don’t knowwhat is to come.”
47He said tome, “Stand up onmy right side, and I will explain the parable

to you.”
48 So I stood, looked, and saw a hot burning oven passed by before me. It

happened thatwhen the flamehad gone by I looked, and saw that the smoke
remained.

49 After this, a watery cloud passed in front of me, and sent down much
rain with a storm. When the stormy rain was past, the drops still remained
in it.”

50Then said he tome, “Considerwith yourself; as the rain ismore than the
drops, and the fire is greater than the smoke, so the quantity which is past
was far greater; but the drops and the smoke still remained.”

51Then I prayed, and said, “Do you think that I will live until that time? Or
whowill be alive in those days?”

52He answeredme, “As for the signs you askedme about, I may tell you of
them in part; but I wasn’t sent to tell you about your life, for I don’t know.

5
1 “Nevertheless, concerning the signs, behold, the days will come when

thosewho dwell on earthwill be taken *with great amazement, and theway
of truth will be hidden, and the land will be barren of faith.

2 Iniquitywill be increasedabovewhatnowyou see, andbeyondwhat you
have heard long ago.

3The land that you now see ruling will be a trackless waste, and men will
see it desolate.

4But if theMost High grants you to live, youwill seewhat is after the third
period will be troubled. The sun will suddenly shine in the night, and the
moon in the day.

5Bloodwill dropoutofwood, and the stonewill utter its voice. Thepeoples
will be troubled, and the stars will fall.

6He will rule whom those who dwell on the earth don’t expect, and the
birds will fly away together.

7The Sodomite sea will cast out fish, andmake a noise in the night, which
many have not known; but all will hear its voice.

8 There will also be chaos in many places. Fires will break out often,
and the wild animals will change their places, and women will bring forth
monsters.

9 Salt waters will be found in the sweet, and all friends will destroy one
another. Thenreasonwillhide itself, andunderstandingwithdrawitself into
its chamber.

10 Itwill be sought bymany, andwon’t be found. Unrighteousness and lack
of restraint will be multiplied on earth.

11 One country will ask another, ‘Has righteousness, or a man that does
righteousness, gone through you?’ And it will say, ‘No.’

12 It will come to pass at that time that men will hope, but won’t obtain.
They will labor, but their ways won’t prosper.

13 I am permitted to show you such signs. If youwill pray again, andweep
as now, and fast seven days, you will hear yet greater things than these.”
* 5:1 So the syriac.
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14Then I woke up, and an extreme trembling went throughmy body, and
mymindwas so troubled that it fainted.

15So the angel who had come to talk withme heldme, comfortedme, and
set me onmy feet.

16 In the second night, it came to pass that †Phaltiel the captain of the
people came tome, saying, “Where have you been? Why is your face sad?

17 Or don’t you know that Israel is committed to you in the land of their
captivity?

18Get up then, and eat some bread, and don’t forsake us, like a shepherd
who leaves the flock in the power of cruel wolves.”

19Then said I to him, “Go away fromme and don’t comenearme for seven
days, and then you shall come tome.” He heard what I said and left me.

20 So I fasted seven days, mourning and weeping, like Uriel the angel had
commandedme.

21 After seven days, the thoughts of my heart were very grievous to me
again,

22andmy soul recovered the spirit of understanding, and I began to speak
words before theMost High again.

23 I said, “O sovereign Lord of all thewoods of the earth, and of all the trees
thereof, you have chosen one vine for yourself.

24Of all the lands of the world you have chosen one ‡country for yourself.
Of all the flowers of the world, you have chosen one lily for yourself.

25Of all the depths of the sea, you have filled one river for yourself. Of all
built cities, you have consecrated Zion for yourself.

26Of all the birds that are created you have named for yourself one dove.
Of all the livestock that have beenmade, you have provided for yourself one
sheep.

27 Among all the multitudes of peoples you have gotten yourself one
people. To this people, whom you loved, you gave a law that is approved
by all.

28 Now, O Lord, why have you given this one people over to many, and
§have dishonored the one root above others, and have scattered your only
one amongmany?

29 Those who opposed your promises have trampled down those who
believed your covenants.

30 If you really do hate your people somuch, they should be punishedwith
your own hands.”

31Nowwhen Ihad spoken thesewords, the angel that came tome thenight
before was sent to me,

32and said tome, “Hearme, and Iwill instruct you. Listen tome, and Iwill
tell youmore.”

33 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “You are very troubled in mind for Israel’s sake. Do

you love that people more than he whomade them?”
34 I said, “No, Lord; but I have spoken out of grief; for my heart is in agony

every hour while I labor to comprehend the way of the Most High, and to
seek out part of his judgment.”
† 5:16 The Syriac has Psaltiel. ‡ 5:24 After the Oriental versions. The Latin has pit. § 5:28
After the Oriental versions. The Latin reads have prepared.
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35He said to me, “You can’t.”
And I said, “Why, Lord? Whywas I born? Whywasn’t mymother’s womb

my grave, that Imight not have seen the travail of Jacob, and thewearisome
toil of the people of Israel?”

36 He said to me, “Count for me those who haven’t yet come. Gather
together forme the drops that are scattered abroad, andmake thewithered
flowers green again for me.

37Open for me the chambers that are closed, and bring out the winds for
me that are shut up in them. Or show me the image of a voice. Then I will
declare to you the travail that you asked to see.”

38 And I said, “O sovereign Lord, who may know these things except he
who doesn’t have his dwelling withmen?

39As forme, I lackwisdom. Howcan I then speakof these things youasked
me about?”

40Then said he to me, “Just as you can do none of these things that I have
spoken of, even so you can’t find outmy judgment, or the end of the love that
I have promised to my people.”

41 I said, “But, behold, O Lord, you have made the promise to those who
are alive at the end. What should they do who have been before us, or we
ourselves, or those whowill come after us?”

42He said to me, “I will comparemy judgment to a ring. Just as there is no
slowness of thosewho are last, even so there is no swiftness of thosewho be
first.”

43 So I answered, “Couldn’t you make them all at once that have been
made, and that are now, and that are yet to come, that youmight show your
judgment sooner?”

44 Then he answered me, “The creature may not move faster than the
creator, nor can the world hold them at once whowill be created in it.”

45 And I said, “How have you said to your servant, that *you will surely
makealive at once the creature that youhave created? †If therefore theywill
be alive at once, and the creationwill sustain them, even so itmight nowalso
support them to be present at once.”

46 And he said to me, “Ask the womb of a woman, and say to her, ‘If you
bear ten children, why do you it at different times? Ask her therefore to give
birth to ten children at once.”

47 I said, “She can’t, but must do it each in their own time.”
48Then said he tome, “Even so, I have given thewombof the earth to those

who are sown in it in their own times.
49For just as a young childmay not give birth, neither she who has grown

old anymore, even so have I organized the world which I created.”
50 I asked, “Seeing thatyouhavenowshownmetheway, Iwill speakbefore

you. Is ourmother, of whom you have toldme, still young? Or does she now
draw near to old age?”

51He answered me, “Ask a woman who bears children, and she will tell
you.

52Say toher, ‘Whyaren’t theywhomyouhavenowbrought forth like those
whowere before, but smaller in stature?’

53 She also will answer you, ‘Those who are born in the strength of youth
are different from thosewhoare born in the timeof old age,when thewomb
fails.’
* 5:45 So the Syriac. † 5:45 The Latin omits If...alive at once.
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54Consider therefore you also, how you are shorter than those who were
before you.

55 So are those who come after you smaller than you, as born of the
creature which now begins to be old, and is past the strength of youth.”

56 Then I said, “Lord, I implore you, if I have found favor in your sight,
show your servant by whom you visit your creation.”

6
1He said to me, “In the beginning, when the earth was made, before the

portals of theworldwere fixed and before the gatherings of thewinds blew,
2 before the voices of the thunder sounded and before the flashes of the

lightning shone, before the foundations of paradise were laid,
3 before the fair flowers were seen, before the powers of the earthquake

were established, before the innumerable army of angels were gathered
together,

4 before the heights of the air were lifted up, before the measures of the
firmament were named, before the footstool of Zion *was established,

5 before the present years were reckoned, before the imaginations of
those who now sin were estranged, and before they were sealed who have
gathered faith for a treasure—

6 then I considered these things, and theyallweremade throughmealone,
and not through another; just as by me also they will be ended, and not by
another.”

7 Then I answered, “What will be the dividing of the times? Or when will
be the end of the first and the beginning of the age that follows?”

8He said to me, “From Abraham to Isaac, because Jacob and Esau were
born to him, for Jacob’s hand held Esau’s heel from the beginning.

9For Esau is the end of this age, and Jacob is the beginning of the one that
follows.

10 †The beginning of a man is his hand, and the end of a man is his heel.
Seek nothing else between the heel and the hand, Esdras!”

11Then I answered, “O sovereign Lord, if I have found favor in your sight,
12 I beg you, show your servant the end of your signs which you showed

me part on a previous night.”
13 So he answered, “Stand up upon your feet, and you will hear a mighty

sounding voice.
14 If the place you stand on is greatly moved
15 when it speaks don’t be afraid, for the word is of the end, and the

foundations of the earth will understand
16 that the speech is about them. Theywill tremble and bemoved, for they

know that their endmust be changed.”
17 It happened thatwhen I hadheard it, I stoodup onmy feet, and listened,

and, behold, there was a voice that spoke, and its sound was like the sound
of manywaters.

18 It said, “Behold, thedays comewhen Idrawnear to visit thosewhodwell
upon the earth,

19andwhen I investigate thosewho have caused harmunjustlywith their
unrighteousness, and when the affliction of Zion is complete,

* 6:4 So the Syriac. † 6:10 So the Syriac, etc. The Latin is defective.
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20 and when the seal will be set on the age that is to pass away, then I will
show these signs: the books will be opened before the firmament, and all
will see together.

21 The children a year old will speak with their voices. The women with
child will deliver premature children at three or fourmonths, and they will
live and dance.

22Suddenly the sownplaceswill appear unsown. The full storehouseswill
suddenly be found empty.

23 The trumpet will give a sound which when every man hears, they will
suddenly be afraid.

24 At that time friends will make war against one another like enemies.
The earth will stand in fear with those who dwell in it. The springs of the
fountains will stand still, so that for three hours they won’t flow.

25 “It will be that whoever remains after all these things that I have told
you of, he will be saved andwill see my salvation, and the end of myworld.

26 They will see the men who have been taken up, who have not tasted
death from their birth. The heart of the inhabitants will be changed and
turned into a different spirit.

27For evil will be blotted out and deceit will be quenched.
28 Faith will flourish. Corruption will be overcome, and the truth, which

has been so long without fruit, will be declared.”
29 When he talked with me, behold, little by little, the place I stood on

‡rocked back and forth.
30He said to me, “I came to show you these things §tonight.
31 If therefore you will pray yet again, and fast seven more days, I will

*again tell you greater things than these.
32 For your voice has surely been heard before the Most High. For the

Mighty has seen your righteousness. He has also seen your purity, which
you havemaintained ever since your youth.

33Therefore he has sentme to show you all these things, and to say to you,
‘Believe, and don’t be afraid!

34Don’t be hasty to think vain things about the former times, that youmay
not hasten in the latter times.’ ”

35 It came to pass after this, that I wept again, and fasted seven days in like
manner, that I might fulfill the three weeks which he told me.

36On the eighthnight,myheartwas troubledwithinmeagain, and I began
to speak in the presence of the Most High.

37Formy spirit was greatly aroused, andmy soul was in distress.
38 I said, “O Lord, truly you spoke at the beginning of the creation, on the

first day, and said this: ‘Let heaven and earth be made,’ and your word
perfected the work.

39 Then the spirit was hovering, and darkness and silence were on every
side. The sound of man’s voice was not yet there.†

40Then you commanded a ray of light to be brought out of your treasuries,
that your works might then appear.

‡ 6:29 After theOriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. § 6:30 So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt.
* 6:31 The Latin has tell you by day. † 6:39 The Latin adds from you.
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41 “On the second day, again you made the spirit of the firmament and
commanded it to divide and to separate the waters, that the one part might
go up, and the other remain beneath.

42 “On the third day, you commanded that the waters should be gathered
together in the seventh part of the earth. You dried up six parts and kept
them, to the intent that of these some being both planted and tilled might
serve before you.

43For as soon as your word went out, the work was done.
44 Immediately, great and innumerable fruit grew, with many pleasant

tastes, and flowers of inimitable color, and fragrances of most exquisite
smell. This was done the third day.

45“On the fourthday, you commanded that the sun should shine, themoon
give its light, and the stars should be in their order;

46and gave them a command to servemankind, whowas to bemade.
47 “On the fifth day, you said to the seventh part, where the water was

gathered together, that it should produce living creatures, fowls and fishes;
and so it came to pass

48 that the mute and lifeless water produced living things as it was told,
that the nations might therefore praise your wondrous works.

49 “Then you preserved two living creatures. The one you called Behe-
moth, and the other you called Leviathan.

50 You separated the one from the other; for the seventh part, namely,
where the water was gathered together, might not hold them both.

51 To Behemoth, you gave one part, which was dried up on the third day,
that he should dwell in it, in which are a thousand hills;

52but toLeviathanyougave the seventhpart, namely, thewaterypart. You
have kept them to be devoured by whom youwish, when youwish.

53 “But on the sixth day, you commanded the earth to produce before you
cattle, animals, and creeping things.

54Over these, youordainedAdamas ruler over all theworks that youhave
made. Of him came all of us, the people whom you have chosen.

55 “All this have I spoken before you, O Lord, because you have said that
for our sakes youmade ‡this world.

56 As for the other nations, which also come from Adam, you have said
that they are nothing, and are like spittle. You have likened the abundance
of them to a drop that falls from a bucket.

57Now, O Lord, behold these nations, which are reputed as nothing, being
rulers over us and devouring us.

58 But we your people, whom you have called your firstborn, your only
children, and your fervent lover, are given into their hands.

59Now if the world is made for our sakes, why don’t we possess our world
for an inheritance? How long will this endure?”

7
1WhenIhadfinishedspeaking thesewords, theangelwhichhadbeensent

to me the nights before was sent to me.
2He said to me, “Rise, Esdras, and hear the words that I have come to tell

you.”
3 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”

‡ 6:55 So the Syriac. The Latin has the firstborn world.
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Then he said to me, “There is a sea set in a wide place, that it might be
*broad and vast,

4but its entrance is set in a narrow place so as to be like a river.
5Whoever desires to go into the sea to look at it, or to rule it, if he didn’t go

through the narrow entrance, how could he come into the broad part?
6 Another thing also: There is a city built and set in a plain country, and

full of all good things,
7but its entrance is narrow, and is set in a dangerous place to fall, having

fire on the right hand, and deep water on the left.
8There is one only path between themboth, even between the fire and the

water, so that only one person can go there at once.
9 If this city is now given to a man for an inheritance, if the heir doesn’t

pass the danger before him, howwill he receive his inheritance?”
10 I said, “That is so, Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Even so also is Israel’s portion.
11 I made the world for their sakes. What is now done was decreed when

Adam transgressedmy statutes.
12 Then the entrances of this world were made narrow, sorrowful, and

toilsome. They are but few and evil, full of perils, and involved in great toils.
13 For the entrances of the greater world are wide and safe, and produce

fruit of immortality.
14 So if those who live don’t enter these difficult and vain things, they can

never receive those that are reserved for them.
15Now therefore why are you disturbed, seeing you are but a corruptible

man? Why are youmoved, since you aremortal?
16Why haven’t you considered in yourmind that which is to come, rather

than that which is present?”
17 Then I answered and said, “O sovereign Lord, behold, you have or-

dained in your law that the righteous will inherit these things, but that the
ungodly will perish.

18 The righteous therefore will suffer difficult things, and hope for easier
things, but those who have donewickedly have suffered the difficult things,
and yet will not see the easier things.”

19He said tome, “Youarenot a judge aboveGod, neither do youhavemore
understanding than theMost High.

20Yes, letmanyperishwhonow live, rather than that the lawofGodwhich
is set before them be despised.

21 For God strictly commanded those who came, even as they came, what
they should do to live, and what they should observe to avoid punishment.

22Nevertheless, they weren’t obedient to him, but spoke against him and
imagined for themselves vain things.

23Theymade cunning plans ofwickedness, and saidmoreover of theMost
High that he doesn’t exist, and they didn’t know his ways.

24 They despised his law and denied his covenants. They haven’t been
faithful to his statutes, and haven’t performed his works.

25 Therefore, Esdras, for the empty are empty things, and for the full are
the full things.

* 7:3 So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have deep.
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26For behold, the timewill come, and it will be, when these signs of which
I told you before will come to pass, that the bride will appear, even the city
coming forth, and she will be seen who now is withdrawn from the earth.

27Whoever is delivered from the foretold evils will see mywonders.
28Formyson Jesuswill be revealedwith thosewhoarewithhim, and those

who remain will rejoice four hundred years.
29After theseyearsmysonChrist†will die, alongwithall of thosewhohave

the breath of life‡.
30Then the world will be turned into the old silence seven days, like as in

the first beginning, so that no humanwill remain.
31After seven days the world that is not yet awake will be raised up, and

what is corruptible will die.
32The earthwill restore thosewho are asleep in it, and the dust thosewho

dwell in it in silence, and the §secret placeswill deliver those souls thatwere
committed to them.

33TheMost Highwill be revealed on the judgment seat, * and compassion
will pass away, and patience will be withdrawn.

34Only judgment will remain. Truth will stand. Faith will grow strong.
35 Recompense will follow. The reward will be shown. Good deeds will

awake, and wicked deeds won’t sleep.†
36The ‡pit of torment will appear, and near it will be the place of rest. The

furnace of hell§ will be shown, and near it the paradise of delight.
37Then theMost Highwill say to the nations that are raised from the dead,

‘Look and understand whom you have denied, whom you haven’t served,
whose commandments you have despised.

38Look on this side and on that. Here is delight and rest, and there fire and
torments.’ Thus *he will speak to them in the day of judgment.

39This is a day that has neither sun, nor moon, nor stars,
40neither cloud, nor thunder, nor lightning, neither wind, nor water, nor

air, neither darkness, nor evening, nor morning,
41 neither summer, nor spring, nor heat, nor† winter, neither frost, nor

cold, nor hail, nor rain, nor dew,
42neither noon, nor night, nor dawn, neither shining, nor brightness, nor

light, except only the splendor of the glory of theMostHigh, bywhich allwill
see the things that are set before them.

43 It will endure as though it were a week of years.
44 This is my judgment and its prescribed order; but I have only shown

these things to you.”
45 I answered, “I said then, O Lord, and I say now: Blessed are those who

are now alive and keep your commandments!
46 But what about those for whom I prayed? For who is there of those

who are alive who has not sinned, and who of the children of men hasn’t
transgressed your covenant?

† 7:29 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 7:29 Lat. man § 7:32 Or, chambers See 2 Esdras
4:35. * 7:33 The Syriac adds and the end will come. † 7:35 The passage from verse [36] to
verse [105], formerly missing, has been restored to the text. See Preface, page ix. ‡ 7:36 So the
chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have place. § 7:36 Lat. Gehenna. * 7:38 So the chief
Oriental versions. The Latin has will you speak. † 7:41 Or, storm
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47Now I see that the world to comewill bring delight to few, but torments
to many.

48For an evil heart has grown up in us, which has led us astray from these
commandments and has brought us into corruption and into the ways of
death. It has shown us the paths of perdition and removed us far from life—
and that, not a few only, but nearly all who have been created.”

49He answeredme, “Listen to me, and I will instruct you. I will admonish
you yet again.

50For this reason, the Most High has not made one world, but two.
51 For because you have said that the just are not many, but few, and the

ungodly abound, hear the explanation.
52 If you have just a few precious stones, will you add them to lead and

clay?”
53 I said, “Lord, how could that be?”
54He said to me, “Not only that, but ask the earth, and she will tell you.

Defer to her, and she will declare it to you.
55 Say to her, ‘You produce gold, silver, and brass, and also iron, lead, and

clay;
56 but silver is more abundant than gold, and brass than silver, and iron

than brass, and lead than iron, and clay than lead.’
57 Judge therefore which things are precious and to be desired, what is

abundant or what is rare?”
58 I said, “O sovereign Lord, that which is plentiful is of less worth, for that

which is more rare is more precious.”
59 He answered me, “Weigh within yourself the things that you have

thought, for he who has what is hard to get rejoices over himwho has what
is plentiful.

60So also is the judgmentwhich I have promised; for Iwill rejoice over the
few that will be saved, because these are those who have made my glory to
prevail now, and through them, my name is now honored.

61 Iwon’t grieveover themultitudeof thosewhoperish; for these are those
who are now like mist, and have become like flame and smoke; they are set
on fire and burn hotly, and are extinguished.”

62 I answered, “O earth, why have you produced, if the mind is made out
of dust, like all other created things?

63 For it would have been better that the dust itself had been unborn, so
that themindmight not have beenmade from it.

64But now themind growswith us, and because of this we are tormented,
because we perish and we know it.

65 Let the race of men lament and the animals of the field be glad. Let
all who are born lament, but let the four-footed animals and the livestock
rejoice.

66 For it is far better with them than with us; for they don’t look forward
to judgment, neither do they know of torments or of salvation promised to
them after death.

67 For what does it profit us, that we will be preserved alive, but yet be
afflicted with torment?

68For all who are born are defiled with iniquities, and are full of sins and
laden with transgressions.
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69 If after deathwewerenot to come into judgment, perhaps itwouldhave
been better for us.”

70He answered me, “When the Most High made the world and Adam and
all thosewho came fromhim, he first prepared the judgment and the things
that pertain to the judgment.

71Nowunderstand from your ownwords, for you have said that themind
grows with us.

72They thereforewhodwell on the earthwill be tormented for this reason,
that having understanding they have committed iniquity, and receiving
commandments have not kept them, and having obtained a law they dealt
unfaithfully with that which they received.

73What thenwill theyhave to say in the judgment, orhowwill theyanswer
in the last times?

74 For how long a time has the Most High been patient with those who
inhabit the world, and not for their sakes, but because of the times which
he has foreordained!”

75 I answered, “If I have found grace in your sight, O Lord, show this also to
your servant, whether after death, even nowwhen every one of us gives up
his soul, we will be kept in rest until those times come, in which you renew
the creation, or whether wewill be tormented immediately.”

76He answeredme, “I will show you this also; but don’t join yourself with
those who are scorners, nor count yourself with those who are tormented.

77For youhave a treasure ofworks laid upwith theMostHigh, but itwon’t
be shown you until the last times.

78 For concerning death the teaching is: When the decisive sentence has
gone out from the Most High that a man shall die, as the spirit leaves the
body to return again to himwho gave it, it adores the glory of theMost High
first of all.

79And if it is one of those who have been scorners and have not kept the
way of the Most High, and that have despised his law, and who hate those
who fear God,

80 these spirits won’t enter into habitations, but will wander and be in
torments immediately, ever grieving and sad, in seven ways.

81The first way, because they have despised the law of theMost High.
82 The second way, because they can’t now make a good repentance that

theymay live.
83 The third way, they will see the reward laid up for those who have

believed the covenants of the Most High.
84The fourthway, theywill consider the torment laid up for themselves in

the last days.
85The fifth way, they will see the dwelling places of the others guarded by

angels, with great quietness.
86 The sixth way, they will see how immediately some of them will pass

into torment.
87 The seventh way, which is more grievous than all the aforesaid ways,

because theywill pine away in confusion andbe consumedwith shame, and
will bewithered up by fears, seeing the glory of theMost High beforewhom
they have sinned while living, and before whom they will be judged in the
last times.

88 “Now this is the order of thosewho have kept theways of theMost High,
when they will be separated from their mortal body.
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89 In the time that they lived in it, they painfully served theMost High, and
were in jeopardy every hour, that they might keep the law of the lawgiver
perfectly.

90Therefore this is the teaching concerning them:
91 First of all they will see with great joy the glory of him who takes them

up, for they will have rest in seven orders.
92The first order, because they have laboredwith great effort to overcome

the evil thought which was fashioned together with them, that it might not
lead them astray from life into death.

93The second order, because they see the perplexity in which the souls of
the ungodly wander, and the punishment that awaits them.

94 The third order, they see the testimony which he who fashioned them
gives concerning them, that while they lived they kept the law which was
given them in trust.

95 The fourth order, they understand the rest which, being gathered in
their chambers, theynowenjoywithgreatquietness, guardedbyangels, and
the glory that awaits them in the last days.

96Thefifth order, they rejoice that theyhavenowescaped from thatwhich
is corruptible, and that theywill inherit thatwhich is to come,while they see
in addition the difficulty and the pain fromwhich they have been delivered,
and the spacious liberty which they will receive with joy and immortality.

97 The sixth order, when it is shown to them how their face will shine
like the sun, and how they will be made like the light of the stars, being
incorruptible from then on.

98 The seventh order, which is greater than all the previously mentioned
orders, because they will rejoice with confidence, and because they will be
bold without confusion, and will be glad without fear, for they hurry to see
the face of himwhom in their lifetime they served, and fromwhom theywill
receive their reward in glory.

99This is the order of the souls of the just, as fromhenceforth is announced
to them. Previously mentioned are the ways of torture which those who
would not give heed will suffer from after this.”

100 I answered, “Will time therefore be given to the souls after they are
separated from the bodies, that they may see what you have described to
me?”

101He said, “Their freedomwill be for seven days, that for seven days they
may see the things you have been told, and afterwards theywill be gathered
together in their habitations.”

102 I answered, “If Ihave foundfavor inyoursight, showfurther tomeyour
servant whether in the day of judgment the just will be able to intercede for
the ungodly or to entreat the Most High for them,

103whether fathers for children, or children for parents, or kindred for
kindred, or kinsfolk for their next of kin, or friends for those who are most
dear.”

104He answered me, “Since you have found favor in my sight, I will show
you this also. Thedayof judgment is‡adayof decision, anddisplays to all the
seal of truth. Even as now a father doesn’t send his son, or a son his father,
or a master his slave, or a friend him that is most dear, that in his place he
may understand, or sleep, or eat, or be healed,
‡ 7:104 The Latin has a bold day
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105 so no one will ever pray for another in that day, neither will one lay a
burden on another, for then everyone will each bear his own righteousness
or unrighteousness.”

106 I answered, “How do we now find that first Abraham prayed for the
people of Sodom, andMoses for the ancestorswho sinned in thewilderness,

107and Joshua after him for Israel in the days of ✡Achan,
108andSamuel §in thedays of Saul, andDavid for theplague, andSolomon

for those whowould worship in the sanctuary,
109 and Elijah for those that received rain, and for the dead, that he might

live,
110 and Hezekiah for the people in the days of Sennacherib, and many

others prayed for many?
111 If therefore now, when corruption has grown and unrighteousness

increased, the righteous have prayed for the ungodly, why will it not be so
then also?”

112 He answered me, “This present world is not the end. The full glory
doesn’t remain in it. Therefore those whowere able prayed for the weak.

113But the day of judgment will be the end of this age, and the beginning
of the immortality to come, in which corruption has passed away,

114 intemperance is at an end, infidelity is cut off, but righteousness has
grown, and truth has sprung up.

115 Then no one will be able to have mercy on him who is condemned in
judgment, nor to harm someone who is victorious.”

116 I answered then, “This is my first and last saying, that it would have
been better if the earth had not produced Adam, or else, when it had
produced him, to have restrained him from sinning.

117 For what profit is it for all who are in this present time to live in
heaviness, and after death to look for punishment?

118O Adam, what have you done? For though it was you who sinned, the
evil hasn’t fallen on you alone, but on all of us who come from you.

119For what profit is it to us, if an immortal time is promised to us, but we
have done deeds that bring death?

120 And that there is promised us an everlasting hope, but we have most
miserably failed?

121 And that there are reserved habitations of health and safety, but we
have lived wickedly?

122And that the glory of the Most High will defend those who have led a
pure life, but we have walked in themost wicked ways of all?

123 And that a paradise will be revealed, whose fruit endures without
decay, in which is abundance and healing, but we won’t enter into it,

124 for we have lived in perverse ways?
125And that the faces of those who have practiced self-control will shine

more than the stars, but our faces will be blacker than darkness?
126Forwhilewe lived and committed iniquity, we didn’t considerwhatwe

would have to suffer after death.”
127Thenhe answered, “This is the significance of the battlewhich humans

born on the earth will fight:

✡ 7:107 Joshua 7:1 § 7:108 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin omits in the days of Saul.
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128 if they are overcome, they will suffer as you have said, but if they get
the victory, they will receive the thing that I say.

129For this is theway thatMoses spoke to thepeoplewhile he lived, saying,
‘Choose life, that youmay live!’

130 Nevertheless they didn’t believe him or the prophets after him, not
evenme, who have spoken to them.

131Therefore there won’t be such heaviness in their destruction, as there
will be joy over those who are assured of salvation.”

132 Then I answered, “I know, Lord, that the Most High is now called
merciful, in that he has mercy upon those who have not yet come into the
world;

133and compassionate, in that he has compassion upon those who turn to
his law;

134andpatient, in that he is patientwith thosewhohave sinned, since they
are his creatures;

135and bountiful, in that he is ready to give rather than to take away;
136andverymerciful, in thathemultipliesmoreandmoremercies to those

who are present, and who are past, and also to those who are to come—
137 for if he wasn’t merciful, the world wouldn’t continue with those who

dwell in it—
138 and one who forgives, for if he didn’t forgive out of his goodness, that

those who have committed iniquities might be relieved of them, not even
one ten thousandth part of mankind would remain living;

139anda judge, for if hedidn’t pardon thosewhowere createdbyhisword,
and blot out themultitude of sins,

140 there would perhaps be very few left of an innumerable multitude.”

8
1He answeredme, “The Most High has made this world for many, but the

world to come for few.
2 Now I will tell you a parable, Esdras. Just as when you ask the earth,

it will say to you that it gives very much clay from which earthen vessels
are made, but little dust that gold comes from. Even so is the course of the
present world.

3Many have been created, but fewwill be saved.”
4 I answered, “Drink your fill of understanding then, Omy soul, and letmy

heart devour wisdom.
5 For you *have come here apart from your will, and depart against your

will, for you have only been given a short time to live.
6O Lord over us, grant to your servant that we may pray before you, and

give us seed for our heart and cultivation for our understanding, that fruit
maygrowfromit, bywhicheveryonewho is corrupt,whobears the †likeness
of a man, may live.

7 For you alone exist, and we all one workmanship of your hands, just as
you have said.

8 Because you give life to the body that is now fashioned in the womb,
and give it members, your creature is preserved in fire and water, and your
workmanship endures ninemonths as your creation which is created in it.

* 8:5 So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. † 8:6 So the Syriac. The Latin has place.
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9 But that which keeps and that which is kept will both be kept ‡by your
keeping. When the womb gives up again what has grown in it,

10you have commanded that out of the parts of the body, that is to say, out
of the breasts, be givenmilk, which is the fruit of the breasts,

11 that the body that is fashioned may be nourished for a time, and
afterwards you guide it in yourmercy.

12 Yes, you have brought it up in your righteousness, nurtured it in your
law, and corrected it with your judgment.

13You put it to death as your creation, andmake it live as your work.
14 If therefore you §lightly and suddenly destroy him which with so great

laborwas fashionedby your commandment, towhat purposewas hemade?
15Now therefore I will speak. About man in general, you know best, but

about your people for whose sake I am sorry,
16and for your inheritance, forwhose cause Imourn, for Israel, forwhom

I am heavy, and for the seed of Jacob, for whose sake I am troubled,
17 therefore I will begin to pray before you for myself and for them; for I

see the failings of us who dwell in the land;
18but I have heard the swiftness of the judgment which is to come.
19 Therefore hear my voice, and understand my saying, and I will speak

before you.”
The beginning of the words of Esdras, before he was taken up. He said,
20 “O Lord, you who remain forever, whose eyes are exalted, and whose

chambers are in the air,
21whose throne is beyond measure, whose glory is beyond comprehen-

sion, before whom the army of angels stand with trembling,
22 * at whose bidding they are changed to wind and fire, whose word is

sure, and sayings constant, whose ordinance is strong, and commandment
fearful,

23 whose look dries up the depths, and whose indignation makes the
mountains to melt away, and whose truth bears witness—

24hear, O Lord, the prayer of your servant, and give ear to the petition of
your handiwork.

25 Attend to my words, for as long as I live, I will speak, and as long as I
have understanding, I will answer.

26Don’t look at the sins of your people, but on those who have served you
in truth.

27Don’t regard thedoings of thosewhoactwickedly, but of thosewhohave
kept your covenants in affliction.

28 Don’t think about those who have lived wickedly before you, but
remember those who have willingly known your fear.

29Let it not be yourwill to destroy thosewhohave lived like cattle, but look
at those who have †clearly taught your law.

30 Don’t be indignant at those who are deemed worse than animals, but
love those who have always put their trust in your glory.

‡ 8:9 So the Syriac. The Latin is imperfect. § 8:14 So the Syriac. The Latin is incorrect. * 8:22
According to the chief Oriental versions. The Latin has, even they whose service takes the form of
wind etc. † 8:29 The Syriac has received the brightness of your law.
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31Forwe and our fathers have ‡passed our lives in §ways that bring death,
but you are calledmerciful because of us sinners.

32 For if you have a desire to have mercy upon us who have no works of
righteousness, then you will be calledmerciful.

33 For the just, which have many good works laid up with you, will be
rewarded for their own deeds.

34 For what is man, that you should take displeasure at him? Or what is a
corruptible race, that you should be so bitter toward it?

35 For in truth, there is no man among those who are born who has not
done wickedly, and among those who have lived, there is none which have
not done wrong.

36 For in this, O Lord, your righteousness and your goodness will be
declared, if you aremerciful to those who have no store of good works.”

37Then he answeredme, “Some things you have spoken rightly, and it will
happen according to your words.

38 For indeed I will not think about the fashioning of those who have
sinned, or about their death, their judgment, or their destruction;

39but Iwill rejoice over the creation of the righteous and their pilgrimage,
their salvation, and the reward that they will have.

40Therefore as I have spoken, so it will be.
41Foras the farmer sowsmanyseeds in theground, andplantsmany trees,

and yet not all that is sownwill *come up in due season, neither will all that
is planted take root, even so those who are sown in the world will not all be
saved.”

42Then I answered, “If I have found favor, let me speak before you.
43 If the farmer’s seed doesn’t comeupbecause it hasn’t received your rain

in due season, or if it is ruined by toomuch rain and perishes,
44 likewise man, who is formed with your hands and is called your own

image, because he is made like you, for whose sake you have formed all
things, even him have youmade like the farmer’s seed.

45Don’t beangrywithus, but spareyourpeopleandhavemercyuponyour
inheritance, for you havemercy upon your own creation.”

46Then he answeredme, “Things present are for those who live now, and
things to come for those whowill live hereafter.

47 For you come far short of being able to love my creature more than I.
But you have compared yourself to the unrighteous. Don’t do that!

48Yet in this will you be admirable to theMost High,
49 in that you have humbled yourself, as it becomes you, and have not

judged yourself among the righteous, so as to bemuch glorified.
50Formany grievousmiseries will fall on those who dwell in the world in

the last times, because they have walked in great pride.
51But understand for yourself, and for those who inquire concerning the

glory of those like you,
52 because paradise is opened to you. The tree of life is planted. The time

to come is prepared. Plenteousness is made ready. A city is built. Rest is
†allowed. Goodness is perfected, and wisdom is perfected beforehand.

‡ 8:31 So the Syriac and Aethiopic versions. § 8:31 Lat. manners. * 8:41 Lat. be saved.
† 8:52 The Syriac has established.
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53The root of evil is sealed up fromyou. Weakness is done away fromyou,
and ‡death is hidden. Hell and corruption have fled into forgetfulness.

54 Sorrows have passed away, and in the end, the treasure of immortality
is shown.

55Therefore asknomorequestions concerning themultitudeof thosewho
perish.

56 For when they had received liberty, they despised the Most High,
scorned his law, and forsook his ways.

57Moreover they have trodden down his righteous,
58andsaid in theirheart that there isnoGod—evenknowing that theymust

die.
59For as the things I have said will welcome you, so thirst and pain which

are prepared for them. For the Most High didn’t intend that men should be
destroyed,

60but thosewhoare createdhave themselves defiled thenameof himwho
made them, and were unthankful to himwho prepared life for them.

61Therefore my judgment is now at hand,
62which I have not shown to all men, but to you, and a few like you.”
Then I answered,
63 “Behold, O Lord, now you have shownme themultitude of thewonders

which you will do in the last times, but you haven’t shownmewhen.”

9
1Heansweredme, “Measurediligentlywithinyourself. Whenyousee that

a certain part of the signs are past, which have been told you beforehand,
2 then will you understand that it is the very time in which the Most High

will visit the world which wasmade by him.
3 When earthquakes, tumult of peoples, plans of nations, wavering of

leaders, and confusion of princes are seen in the world,
4 then will you understand that the Most High spoke of these things from

the days that were of old, from the beginning.
5 For just as with everything that is made in the world, the beginning *is

evident and the endmanifest,
6 so also are the times of the Most High: the beginnings are manifest in

wonders andmighty works, and the end in effects and signs.
7 Everyone who will be saved, and will be able to escape by his works, or

by faith by which they have believed,
8will be preserved from the said perils, and will see my salvation in my

land and within my borders, which I have sanctified for myself from the
beginning.

9 Then those who now have abused my ways will be amazed. Those who
have cast them away despitefully will live in torments.

10 For as many as in their life have received benefits, and yet have not
knownme,

11 and as many as have scorned my law, while they still had liberty and
when an opportunity to repent was open to them, didn’t understand, but
despised † it,

12must know ‡it in torment after death.
‡ 8:53 After the chief Oriental versions. * 9:5 So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. † 9:11 Or,
me ‡ 9:12 Or, me
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13 Therefore don’t be curious any longer how the ungodly will be pun-
ished, but inquire how the righteous will be saved, §those who the world
belongs to, and for whom the world was created.”

14 I answered,
15 “I have said before, and now speak, and will say it again hereafter, that

there are more of those who perish than of those whowill be saved,
16 like a wave is greater than a drop.”
17He answered me, “Just as the field is, so also the seed. As the flowers

are, so are the colors. As the work is, so also is the *judgment on it. As is the
farmer, so also is his threshing floor. For there was a time in the world

18 when I was preparing for those who now live, before the world was
made for them to dwell in. Then no one spoke against me,

19 for †no one existed. But now those who are created in this world
that is prepared, both ‡with a table that doesn’t fail and a law which is
unsearchable, are corrupted in their ways.

20 So I considered my world, and behold, it was destroyed, and my earth,
and behold, it was in peril, because of the plans that had come into it.

21 I saw and spared them, but not greatly, and savedmyself a grape out of
a cluster, and a plant out of §a great forest.

22 Let the multitude perish then, which were born in vain. Let my grape
be saved, andmy plant, for I havemade them perfect with great labor.

23Nevertheless, if you will wait seven more days—however don’t fast in
them,

24but go into a field of flowers, where no house is built, and eat only of the
flowers of the field, and you shall taste no flesh, and shall drink nowine, but
shall eat flowers only—

25 and pray to the Most High continually, then I will come and talk with
you.”

26So Iwentmyway, just ashecommandedme, into thefieldwhich is called
*Ardat. There I sat among the flowers, and ate of the herbs of the field, and
this food satisfiedme.

27 It came to pass after seven days that I lay on the grass, andmyheartwas
troubled again, like before.

28Mymouthwas opened, and I began to speak before the LordMost High,
and said,

29“OLord, youshowedyourself amongus, toour fathers in thewilderness,
when they went out of Egypt, and when they came into the wilderness,
where noman treads and that bears no fruit.

30You said, ‘Hearme, O Israel. Heedmywords, O seed of Jacob.
31For behold, I sowmy law in you, and it will bring forth fruit in you, and

youwill be glorified in it forever.’
32But our fathers, who received the law, didn’t keep it, and didn’t observe

the statutes. The fruit of the law didn’t perish, for it couldn’t, because it was
yours.

§ 9:13 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin has and whose... created, and when. * 9:17
So the Aethiopic and Arabic. The Latin has creation. † 9:19 So the Syriac. ‡ 9:19 So the Syriac.

§ 9:21 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin has great tribes. * 9:26 The Syriac and
Aethiopic have Arphad.
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33 Yet those who received it perished, because they didn’t keep the thing
that was sown in them.

34Behold, it is a custom thatwhen the groundhas received seed, or the sea
a ship, or any vessel food or drink, andwhen it comes to pass that thatwhich
is sown, or that which is launched,

35 or the things which have been received, should come to an end, these
come to an end, but the receptacles remain. Yet with us, it doesn’t happen
that way.

36 For we who have received the law will perish by sin, along with our
heart which received it.

37Notwithstanding the law doesn’t perish, but remains in its honor.”
38When I spoke these things inmyheart, I lookedaroundmewithmyeyes,

andonmyright side I sawawoman, andbehold, shemournedandweptwith
a loud voice, andwasmuch grieved inmind. Her clotheswere torn, and she
had ashes on her head.

39Then let Imy thoughts go inwhich I was occupied, and turnedmyself to
her,

40 and said to her, “Why are you weeping? Why are you grieved in your
mind?”

41 She said to me, “Leave me alone, my Lord, that I may weep for myself
and add tomy sorrow, for I am very troubled inmymind, and brought very
low.”

42 I said to her, “What ails you? Tell me.”
43 She said to me, “I, your servant, was barren and had no child, though I

had a husband thirty years.
44 Every hour and every day these thirty years I made my prayer to the

Most High day and night.
45 It came to pass after thirty years that God heard me, your handmaid,

and saw my low estate, and considered my trouble, and gave me a son. I
rejoiced in him greatly, I and my husband, and all my †neighbors. We gave
great honor to theMighty One.

46 I nourished himwith great care.
47 So when he grew up, and I came to take him a wife, I made him a feast

day.

10
1 “So it came to pass that when my son was entered into his wedding

chamber, he fell down and died.
2Then we all put out the lamps, and all my *neighbors rose up to comfort

me. I remained quiet until the second day at night.
3 It came to pass, when theyhad all stopped consolingme, encouragingme

to be quiet, then rose I up by night, and fled, and came here into this field, as
you see.

4Now I don’t intend to return into the city, but to stay here, and not eat or
drink, but to continually mourn and fast until I die.”

5Then I left the reflections I was engaged in, and answered her in anger,
6 “You most foolish woman, don’t you see our mourning, and what has

happened to us?
7For Zion themother of us all is full of sorrow, andmuch humbled.

† 9:45 Lat. townsmen. * 10:2 Lat. townsmen.
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8 †It is right now tomourn deeply, sincewe allmourn, and to be sorrowful,
since we are all in sorrow, but you aremourning for one son.

9Ask the earth, and shewill tell you that it is shewhich ought tomourn for
somany that grow upon her.

10 For out of her, all had their beginnings, and others will come; and,
behold, almost all of themwalk into destruction, and the multitude of them
is utterly doomed.

11Who then should mourn more, ‡she who has lost so great a multitude,
or you, who are grieved but for one?

12 But if you say to me, ‘My lamentation is not like the earth’s, for I have
lost the fruit of my womb, which I brought forth with pains, and bare with
sorrows;’

13 but it is with the earth after the manner of the earth. The multitude
present in it has gone as it came.

14 Then say I to you, ‘Just as you have brought forth with sorrow, even so
the earth also has given her fruit, namely, people, ever since the beginning
to himwhomade her.’

15 Now therefore keep your sorrow to yourself, and bear with a good
courage the adversities which have happened to you.

16 For if you will acknowledge the decree of God to be just, you will both
receive your son in time, and will be praised among women.

17Go your way then into the city to your husband.”
18 She said to me, “I won’t do that. I will not go into the city, but I will die

here.”
19 So I proceeded to speak further to her, and said,
20 “Don’t do so, but allow yourself to be persuaded by reason of the

adversities of Zion; and be comforted by reason of the sorrow of Jerusalem.
21 For you see that our sanctuary has been laid waste, our altar broken

down, our temple destroyed,
22 our lute has been brought low, our song is put to silence, our rejoicing

is at an end, the light of our candlestick is put out, the ark of our covenant
is plundered, our holy things are defiled, and the name that we are called
is profaned. Our free men are despitefully treated, our priests are burned,
our Levites have gone into captivity, our virgins are defiled and our wives
ravished, our righteous men carried away, our little ones betrayed, our
young men are brought into bondage, and our strong men have become
weak.

23What ismore than all, the seal of Zion has now lost the seal of her honor,
and is delivered into the hands of those who hate us.

24 Therefore shake off your great heaviness, and put away from yourself
themultitude of sorrows, that theMighty Onemay bemerciful to you again,
and theMost Highmay give you rest, even ease from your troubles.”

25 It came to pass while I was talking with her, behold, her face suddenly
began to shine exceedingly, and her countenance glistered like lightning, so
that I was very afraid of her, and wondered what this meant.

26Behold, suddenly shemade a great andvery fearful cry, so that the earth
shook at the noise.

† 10:8 See the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. ‡ 10:11 So the Syriac.
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27 I looked, and behold, the woman appeared to me no more, but there
was a city built, and a place shown itself from large foundations. Then Iwas
afraid, and cried with a loud voice,

28“Where isUriel the angel, who came tomeat thefirst? For hehas caused
me to fall into this great trance, andmy end has turned into corruption, and
my prayer a reproach!”

29As I was speaking these words, behold, the angel who had come to me
at first came tome, and he looked at me.

30 Behold, I lay as one who had been dead, and my understanding was
taken from me. He took me by the right hand, and comforted me, and set
me onmy feet, and said to me,

31 “What ails you? Why are you so troubled? Why is your understanding
and the thoughts of your heart troubled?”

32 I said, “Becauseyouhave forsakenme; yet I didaccording toyourwords,
and went into the field, and, behold, I have seen, and still see, that which I
am not able to explain.”

33He said to me, “Stand up like aman, and I will instruct you.”
34Then I said, “Speak on, my Lord; only don’t forsake me, lest I die before

my time.
35For I have seen what I didn’t know, and hear what I don’t know.
36Or is my sense deceived, or my soul in a dream?
37 Now therefore I beg you to explain to your servant what this vision

means.”
38Heansweredme, “Listen tome, and Iwill informyou, and tell you about

the things you are afraid of, for the Most High has revealed many secret
things to you.

39 He has seen that your way is righteous, because you are continually
sorry for your people, andmake great lamentation for Zion.

40This therefore is themeaning of the vision.
41 The woman who appeared to you a little while ago, whom you saw

mourning, and began to comfort her,
42 but now you no longer see the likeness of the woman, but a city under

construction appeared to you,
43and she told you of the death of her son, this is the interpretation:
44Thiswoman,whomyou saw, is Zion,§whomyounow see as a city being

built.
45 She told you that she had been barren for thirty years because there

were three thousand years in the world in which there was no offering as
yet offered in her.

46 And it came to pass after three thousand years that Solomon built the
city and offered offerings. It was then that the barren bore a son.

47 She told you that she nourished him with great care. That was the
dwelling in Jerusalem.

48When she said to you, ‘My son died when he entered into his marriage
chamber, and thatmisfortune befell her,’ this was the destruction that came
to Jerusalem.

49 Behold, you saw her likeness, how she mourned for her son, and you
began to comfort her for what has happened to her. These were the things
to be opened to you.
§ 10:44 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin is incorrect.
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50For now theMost High, seeing that you are sincerely grieved and suffer
from your whole heart for her, has shown you the brightness of her glory
and the attractiveness of her beauty.

51Therefore I asked you to remain in the field where no house was built,
52 for I knew that the Most High would show this to you.
53Therefore I commandedyou to come into thefield,whereno foundation

of any building was.
54For no human construction could stand in the place in which the city of

the Most High was to be shown.
55Therefore don’t be afraidnor let yourheart be terrified, but go yourway

in and see thebeauty and greatness of the building, asmuchas your eyes are
able to see.

56Thenwill you hear as much as your ears may comprehend.
57For you aremore blessed thanmany, and are called by name to be with

theMost High, like only a few.
58But tomorrow at night you shall remain here,
59and so theMost High will show you those visions in dreams of what the

Most High will do to those who live on the earth in the last days.”
So I slept that night and another, as he commandedme.

11
1 It came to pass the second night that I saw a dream, and behold, an eagle

which had twelve feathered wings and three heads came up from the sea.
2 I saw, and behold, she spread her wings over all the earth, and all the

windsofheavenblewonher, *and thecloudsweregathered togetheragainst
her.

3 I saw, and out of her wings there grew other wings near them; and they
became little, tiny wings.

4 But her heads were at rest. The head in the middle was larger than the
other heads, yet rested it with them.

5Moreover I saw, and behold, the eagle flewwith her wings to reign over
the earth and over those who dwell therein.

6 I saw how all things under heavenwere subject to her, and no one spoke
against her—no, not one creature on earth.

7 I saw, and behold, the eagle rose on her talons, and uttered her voice to
her wings, saying,

8 “Don’t allwatch at the same time. Let each one sleep inhis ownplace and
watch in turn;

9but let the heads be preserved for the last.”
10 I saw, and behold, the voice didn’t come out of her heads, but from the

midst of her body.
11 I counted †her wings that were near the others, and behold, there were

eight of them.
12 I saw, and behold, on the right side one wing arose and reigned over all

the earth.
13When it reigned, the end of it came, and it disappeared, so that its place

appeared no more. The next wing rose up and reigned, and it ruled a long
time.

* 11:2 So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin has only andwere gathered together. † 11:11 The
Syriac has her little wings, and, etc.
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14 It happened that when it reigned, its end came also, so that it disap-
peared, like the first.

15Behold, a voice came to it, and said,
16 “Listen, you who have ruled over the earth all this time! I proclaim this

to you, before you disappear,
17none after you will rule as long as you, not even half as long.”
18 Then the third arose, and ruled as the others before, and it also

disappeared.
19 So it went with all the wings one after another, as every one ruled, and

then disappeared.
20 I saw, and behold, in process of time the ‡wings that followed were set

up on the §right side, that theymight rule also. Some of them ruled, but in a
while they disappeared.

21 Some of them also were set up, but didn’t rule.
22After this I saw, and behold, the twelve wings disappeared, along with

two of the little wings.
23There was no more left on the eagle’s body, except the three heads that

rested, and six little wings.
24 I saw, and behold, two little wings divided themselves from the six and

remained under the head that was on the right side; but four remained in
their place.

25 I saw, and behold, these *underwings planned to set themselves up and
to rule.

26 I saw, and behold, there was one set up, but in a while it disappeared.
27A second also did so, and it disappeared faster than the first.
28 I saw, and behold, the two that remained also planned between them-

selves to reign.
29While they thought about it, behold, one of the heads that were at rest

awakened, the one that was in themiddle, for that was greater than the two
other heads.

30 I saw how it joined the two other heads with it.
31 Behold, the head turned with those who were with it, and ate the two

†under wings that planned to reign.
32 But this head held the whole earth in possession, and ruled over those

who dwell in it with much oppression. It had stronger governance over the
world than all the wings that had gone before.

33 After this I saw, and behold, the head also that was in the middle
suddenly disappeared, like the wings.

34But the two heads remained, which also reigned the sameway over the
earth and over those who dwell in it.

35 I saw, and behold, the head on the right side devoured the one that was
on the left side.

36 Then I heard a voice, which said to me, “Look in front of you, and
consider the thing that you see.”

37 I saw, andbehold, something like a lion roused out of thewoods roaring.
I heard how he sent out a man’s voice to the eagle, and spoke, saying,

38 “Listen and I will talk with you. TheMost High will say to you,

‡ 11:20 The Syriac has little wings. § 11:20 The Aethiopic has left. * 11:25 The Syriac has
little wings. † 11:31 The Syriac has little wings.
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39 ‘Aren’t you the one that remains of the four animals whom I made to
reign inmyworld, that the end of my timesmight come through them?

40 The fourth came and overcame all the animals that were past, and
ruled theworldwith great trembling, and thewhole extent of the earthwith
grievous oppression. He lived on the earth such a long time with deceit.

41You have judged the earth, but not with truth.
42 For you have afflicted the meek, you have hurt the peaceful, you have

hated those who speak truth, you have loved liars, destroyed the dwellings
of thosewho produced fruit, and threwdown thewalls of thosewho did you
no harm.

43 Your insolence has come up to the Most High, and your pride to the
Mighty.

44TheMost High also has looked at his times, and behold, they are ended,
and his ages are fulfilled.

45Therefore appear nomore, you eagle, nor yourhorriblewings, nor your
evil little wings, nor your cruel heads, nor your hurtful talons, nor all your
worthless body,

46 that all the earth may be refreshed and relieved, being delivered from
your violence, and that she may hope for the judgment and mercy of him
whomade her.’ ”

12
1 It came to pass, while the lion spoke these words to the eagle, I saw,
2 and behold, the head that remained disappeared, and *the two wings

which went over to it arose and set themselves up to reign; and their
kingdomwas brief and full of uproar.

3 I saw, and behold, they disappeared, and thewhole body of the eaglewas
burned, so that the earth was in great fear.
Then I woke up because of great perplexity of mind and great fear, and

said to my spirit,
4 “Behold, you have done this to me, because you search out the ways of

the Most High.
5Behold, I am still weary in my mind, and very weak in my spirit. There

isn’t even a little strength in me, because of the great fear with which I was
frightened tonight.

6 Therefore I will now ask the Most High that he would strengthen me to
the end.”

7Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, and if
I am justifiedwith youmore thanmany others, and if my prayer has indeed
come up before your face,

8 strengthen me then, and showme, your servant, the interpretation and
plainmeaning of this fearful vision, that youmay fully comfort my soul.

9 For you have judged me worthy to showme the end of time and the last
events of the times.”

10He said to me, “This is the interpretation of this vision which you saw:
11The eagle, whom you saw come up from the sea, is the fourth kingdom

which appeared in a vision to your brother Daniel.
12 But it was not explained to him, as I now explain it to you or have

explained it.

* 12:2 So the chief Oriental versions.
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13 Behold, the days come that a kingdom will rise up on earth, and it will
be fearedmore than all the kingdoms that were before it.

14Twelve kings will reign in it, one after another.
15Of those, the secondwill begin to reign, andwill reign a longer time than

others of the twelve.
16This is the interpretation of the twelve wings which you saw.
17 As for when you heard a voice which spoke, not going out from the

heads, but from themidst of its body, this is the interpretation:
18 That †after the time of that kingdom, there will arise no small con-

tentions, and it will stand in peril of falling. Nevertheless, it won’t fall then,
but will be restored again to its former power.

19 You saw the eight under wings sticking to her wings. This is the
interpretation:

20That in it eight kingswill arise, whose timeswill be short and their years
swift.

21Two of themwill perishwhen themiddle time approaches. Fourwill be
kept for a while until the time of the ending of it will approach; but two will
be kept to the end.

22You saw three heads resting. This is the interpretation:
23 In its last days, the Most High will raise up three ‡kingdoms and renew

many things in them. They will rule over the earth,
24 and over those who dwell in it, with much oppression, more than all

those who were before them. Therefore they are called the heads of the
eagle.

25 For these are those who will accomplish her wickedness, and who will
finish her last actions.

26 You saw that the great head disappeared. It signifies that one of them
will die on his bed, and yet with pain.

27But for the two that remained, the sword will devour them.
28For the sword of the one will devour him that was with him, but he will

also fall by the sword in the last days.
29You saw two under wings passing §over to the head that is on the right

side.
30This is the interpretation: These are they whom theMost High has kept

to his end. This is the brief reign that was full of trouble, as you saw.
31 “The lion, whom you saw rising up out of the forest, roaring, speaking

to the eagle, and rebuking her for her unrighteousness, and all her words
which you have heard,

32 this is the anointed one, whom the Most High has kept to the end *[of
days,whowill springupoutof the seedofDavid, andhewill comeandspeak]
to them and reprove them for their wickedness and unrighteousness, and
will† heap up before them their contemptuous dealings.

33 For at first he will set them alive in his judgment, and when he has
reproved them, he will destroy them.

34 For he will deliver the rest of my people with mercy, those who have
been preserved throughout my borders, and he will make them joyful until

† 12:18 The Oriental versions havein the midst of. ‡ 12:23 The Oriental versions have kings
§ 12:29 So the Syriac. The Latin has over the head. * 12:32 The words in brackets are added
from the Syriac. † 12:32 The Syriac has set in order.
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the coming of the end, even the day of judgment, aboutwhich I have spoken
to you from the beginning.

35This is the dream that you saw, and this is its interpretation.
36Only you have been worthy to know the secret of the Most High.
37Therefore write all these things that you have seen in a book, and put it

in a secret place.
38You shall teach them to thewise of your people, whose hearts you know

are able to comprehend and keep these secrets.
39 But wait here yourself seven more days, that you may be shown

whatever it pleases theMost High to show you.” Then he departed fromme.
40 It came to pass, when all the people ‡saw that the seven days were past,

and I had not come again into the city, they all gathered together, from the
least to the greatest, and came tome, and spoke to me, saying,

41 “How have we offended you? What evil have we done against you, that
you have utterly forsaken us, and sit in this place?

42Forof all theprophets, only youare left tous, like a cluster of thevintage,
and like a lamp in a dark place, and like a harbor for a ship saved from the
tempest.

43Aren’t the evils which have come to us sufficient?
44 If you will forsake us, howmuch better had it been for us if we also had

been consumed in the burning of Zion!
45 For we are not better than those who died there.” Then they wept with

a loud voice. I answered them,
46 “Take courage, O Israel! Don’t be sorrowful, you house of Jacob;
47 for the Most High remembers you. The Mighty has not forgotten you

§forever.
48As for me, I have not forsaken you. I haven’t departed from you; but I

have come into this place to pray for the desolation of Zion, and that I might
seekmercy for the humiliation of your sanctuary.

49Now go your way, every man to his own house, and after these days I
will come to you.”

50 So the people went their way into the city, as I told them to do.
51 But I sat in the field seven days, as the angel commanded me. In those

days, I ate only of the flowers of the field, andmy food was from plants.

13
1 It came to pass after seven days, I dreamed a dream by night.
2Behold, a wind arose from the sea that moved all its waves.
3 I saw, andbehold, *[thiswindcaused to comeup fromthemidst of the sea

something like the appearance of a man. I saw, and behold,] that man †flew
with the clouds of heaven. When he turned his face to look, everything that
he saw trembled.

4 Whenever the voice went out of his mouth, all who heard his voice
melted, like the ‡waxmelts when it feels the fire.

5 After this I saw, and behold, an innumerable multitude of people was
gathered together from the four winds of heaven to make war against the
manwho came out of the sea.
‡ 12:40 So the Syriac. TheLatinhasheard. § 12:47 So the Syriac. * 13:3 Thewords inbrackets
are added from the Syriac. † 13:3 So the Syriac. The Latin has grew strong ‡ 13:4 So the Syriac
and other Oriental versions.
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6 I saw, and behold, he carved himself a great mountain, and flew up onto
it.

7 I tried to see the region or place from which the mountain was carved,
and I couldn’t.

8After this I saw, andbehold, all thosewhowere gathered together to fight
against himwere very afraid, and yet they dared to fight.

9Behold, as he saw the assault of themultitude that came, he didn’t lift up
his hand, or hold a spear or any weapon of war;

10 but I saw only how he sent out of his mouth something like a flood of
fire, and out of his lips a flaming breath, and out of his tongue he shot out a
storm of sparks.§

11 These were all mixed together: the flood of fire, the flaming breath,
and the great storm, and fell upon the assault of the multitude which was
prepared tofight, andburnedupeveryoneof them, so that all of a suddenan
innumerable multitude was seen to be nothing but dust of ashes and smell
of smoke. When I saw this, I was amazed.

12Afterward, I saw the sameman comedown from themountain, and call
to himself another multitude which was peaceful.

13Many people came to him. Some of them were glad. Some were sorry.
Some of them were bound, and some others brought some of those as
offerings. Then through great fear I woke up and prayed to the Most High,
and said,

14 “You have shown your servant these wonders from the beginning, and
have countedmeworthy that you should receive my prayer.

15Now showme also the interpretation of this dream.
16 For as I conceive in my understanding, woe to those who will be left in

those days! Muchmore woe to those who are not left!
17For those whowere not left will be in heaviness,
18 understanding the things that are laid up in the latter days, but not

attaining to them.
19Butwoe to them alsowho are left, because theywill see great perils and

much distress, like these dreams declare.
20Yet is it *better for one to be in peril and to come into †these things, than

to pass away as a cloud out of the world, and not to see the things that ‡will
happen in the last days.”
He answeredme,
21 “Iwill tell you the interpretation of the vision, and Iwill also open to you

the things about which youmentioned.
22Youhave spoken of thosewho are left behind. This is the interpretation:
23He thatwill §endure theperil in that timewill protect thosewho fall into

danger, even those who have works and faith toward the Almighty.
24 Know therefore that those who are left behind are more blessed than

those who are dead.
25 These are the interpretations of the vision: Whereas you saw a man

coming up from themidst of the sea,
26 this is he whom theMost High has been keeping for many ages, who by

hisownselfwill deliverhis creation. Hewill direct thosewhoare leftbehind.
27Whereas you saw that out of his mouth camewind, fire, and storm,

§ 13:10 So the Syriac and Arabic. * 13:20 Lat. easier. † 13:20 So the Syriac. ‡ 13:20 So
the Syriac. § 13:23 So the Syriac.
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28 and whereas he held neither spear, nor any weapon of war, but
destroyed the assault of thatmultitudewhich came to fight against him, this
is the interpretation:

29 Behold, the days come when the Most High will begin to deliver those
who are on the earth.

30Astonishment of mind will come upon those who dwell on the earth.
31Onewill plan tomakewaragainst another, cityagainst city, placeagainst

place, people against people, and kingdom against kingdom.
32 It will be, when these things come to pass, and the signs happenwhich I

showed you before, then my Son will be revealed, whom you saw as a man
ascending.

33 It will be, when all the nations hear his voice, every man will leave his
own land and the battle they have against one another.

34 An innumerable multitude will be gathered together, as you saw,
desiring to come and to fight against him.

35But he will stand on the top of Mount Zion.
36Zion will come, and will be shown to all men, being prepared and built,

like you saw themountain carved without hands.
37My Son will rebuke the nations which have come for their wickedness,

with plagues that are like a storm,
38 and will rebuke them to their face with their evil thoughts, and the

torments withwhich theywill be tormented, which are like a flame. Hewill
destroy themwithout labor by the law, which is like fire.

39Whereas you saw that he gathered to himself another multitude that
was peaceful,

40 these are the ten tribes which were led away out of their own land in
the time of Osea the king, whom Salmananser the king of the Assyrians led
away captive, and he carried them beyond the River, and they were taken
into another land.

41 But they made this plan among themselves, that they would leave the
multitude of the heathen, and go out into a more distant region, where
mankind had never lived,

42 that there theymight keep their statuteswhich theyhadnot kept in their
own land.

43They entered by the narrow passages of the river Euphrates.
44 For the Most High then did signs for them, and stopped the springs of

the River until they had passed over.
45 For through that country there was a long way to go, namely, of a year

and a half. The same region is called *Arzareth.
46Then they lived thereuntil the latter time. Nowwhen theybegin to come

again,
47 the Most High stops the springs of the River again, that they may go

through. Therefore you saw themultitude gathered together with peace.
48 But those who are left behind of your people are those who are found

withinmy holy border.
49 It will be therefore when he will destroy the multitude of the nations

that are gathered together, he will defend the people who remain.
50Thenwill he show them verymanywonders.”

* 13:45 That is, another land. See Deuteronomy 29:28.
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51Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, explain this to me: Why have I seen the
man coming up from themidst of the sea?”

52He said to me, as no one can explore or know what is in the depths of
the sea, even so noman on earth can seemy Son, or thosewho arewith him,
except in the time of †his day.

53This is the interpretation of the dreamwhich you saw, and for this only
you are enlightened about this,

54 for you have forsaken your own ways, and applied your diligence to
mine, and have searched out my law.

55 You have ordered your life in wisdom, and have called understanding
yourmother.

56 Therefore I have shown you this, for there is a reward laid up with the
Most High. It will be, after another three days I will speak other things to
you, and declare to youmighty and wondrous things.”

57 Then I went out and passed into the field, giving praise and thanks
greatly to the Most High because of his wonders, which he did from time
to time,

58 and because he governs the time, and such things as happen in their
seasons. So I sat there three days.

14
1 It came to pass upon the third day, I sat under anoak, and, behold, a voice

came out of a bush near me, and said, “Esdras, Esdras!”
2 I said, “Here I am, Lord,” and I stood up onmy feet.
3 Then he said to me, “I revealed myself in a bush and talked with Moses

whenmy people were in bondage in Egypt.
4 I senthim, and*he ledmypeople out of Egypt. I broughthimup toMount

Sinai, where I kept himwithme for many days.
5 I told him many wondrous things, and showed him the secrets of the

times and the end of the seasons. I commanded him, saying,
6 ‘You shall publish these openly, and these you shall hide.’
7Now I say to you:
8 Lay up in your heart the signs that I have shown, the dreams that you

have seen, and the interpretations which you have heard;
9 for youwill be taken away frommen, and fromnowon youwill livewith

my Son andwith those who are like you, until the times have ended.
10For the world has lost its youth, and the times begin to grow old.
11 †For the age is divided into twelve parts, and ten parts of it are already

gone, ‡even the half of the tenth part.
12There remain of it two parts after themiddle of the tenth part.
13 Now therefore set your house in order, reprove your people, comfort

the lowly among them, § and instruct those of themwho are wise, and now
renounce the life that is corruptible,

14 and let go of the mortal thoughts, cast away from you the burdens of
man, put off now your weak nature,

† 13:52 So the Oriental versions. The Latin omits his. * 14:4 Another reading is. I. † 14:11
Verses 11, 12 are omitted in the Syriac. The Aethiopic has For the age is divided into ten parts, and is
come to the tenth: and half of the tenth remains. Now etc. ‡ 14:11 Lat. and. § 14:13 The Latin
alone omits and...wise.
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15 lay aside the thoughts that aremost grievous to you, andhurry to escape
from these times.

16 For worse evils than those which you have seen happen will be done
after this.

17For look howmuch the world will be weaker through age, somuch that
more evils will increase on those who dwell in it.

18For the truthwill withdraw itself further off, and falsehoodwill be near.
For now *the eagle which you saw in vision hurries to come.”

19Then I answered and said, †“Let me speak in your presence, O Lord.
20 Behold, I will go, as you have commanded me, and reprove the people

who now live, but whowill warn thosewhowill be born afterward? For the
world is set in darkness, and those who dwell in it are without light.

21 For your law has been burned, therefore no one knows the things that
are done by you, or the works that will be done.

22 But if I have found favor before you, send the Holy Spirit to me, and I
will write all that has been done in the world since the beginning, even the
things that were written in your law, that menmay be able to find the path,
and that those whowould live in the latter days may live.”

23Heansweredmeand said, “Goyourway, gather the people together, and
tell them not to seek you for forty days.

24But prepare for yourself many tablets, and takewith you Sarea, Dabria,
Selemia, Ethanus, and Asiel, these five, which are ready to write swiftly;

25 and come here, and I will light a lamp of understanding in your heart
which will not be put out until the things have ended about which you will
write.

26 When you are done, some things you shall publish openly, and some
things you shall deliver in secret to thewise. Tomorrow at this hour youwill
begin to write.”

27 Then went I out, as he commanded me, and gathered all the people
together, and said,

28 “Hear these words, O Israel!
29 Our fathers at the beginning were foreigners in Egypt, and they were

delivered from there,
30and received the lawof life, which they didn’t keep,which you also have

transgressed after them.
31 Then the land of Zion was given to you for a possession; but you

yourselves and your ancestors have done unrighteousness, and have not
kept the ways which theMost High commanded you.

32Because he is a righteous judge, in due time, he took from you what he
had given you.

33Now you are here, and your kindred are among you.
34 Therefore if you will rule over your own understanding and instruct

your hearts, you will be kept alive, and after death you will obtainmercy.
35 For after death the judgment will come, when we will live again. Then

the names of the righteous will become manifest, and the works of the
ungodly will be declared.

36Let no one therefore come tome now, nor seekme for forty days.”
37 So I took the five men, as he commanded me, and we went out into the

field, and remained there.

* 14:18 So the Oriental versions. † 14:19 The Latin omits I will speak.
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38 It came to pass on the next day that, behold, a voice called me, saying,
“Esdras, open yourmouth, and drink what I give you to drink.”

39 Then opened I my mouth, and behold, a full cup was handed to me. It
was full of something like water, but its color was like fire.

40 I took it, and drank. When I had drunk it, my heart uttered understand-
ing, and wisdom grew inmy chest, for my spirit retained its memory.

41Mymouth was opened, and shut nomore.
42 The Most High gave understanding to the five men, and they wrote by

course the things thatwere told them, in ‡characterswhich theydidn’t know,
and they sat fortydays. Now theywrote in theday-time, andatnight theyate
bread.

43As for me, I spoke in the day, and by night I didn’t hold my tongue.
44 So in forty days, ninety-four books were written.
45 It came to pass, when the forty days were fulfilled, that the Most High

spoke to me, saying, “The first books that you have written, publish openly,
and let the worthy and unworthy read them;

46 but keep the last seventy, that you may deliver them to those who are
wise among your people;

47 for in them is the spring of understanding, the fountain of wisdom, and
the stream of knowledge.”

48 I did so.

15
1 “Behold, speak in the ears of my people the words of prophecy which I

will put in yourmouth,” says the Lord.
2 “Cause them to be written on paper, for they are faithful and true.
3Don’t be afraid of their plots against you. Don’t let the unbelief of those

who speak against you trouble you.
4For all the unbelievers will die in their unbelief.
5 “Behold,” says the Lord, “I bring evils on thewhole earth: sword, famine,

death, and destruction.
6 For wickedness has prevailed over every land, and their hurtful works

have reached their limit.
7Therefore,” says the Lord,
8 “I will hold my peace no more concerning their wickedness which they

profanely commit, neither will I tolerate them in these things, which they
wickedly practice. Behold, the innocent and righteousblood cries tome, and
the souls of the righteous cry out continually.

9 I will surely avenge them,” says the Lord, “and will receive to me all the
innocent blood from among them.

10Behold,mypeople is led likeaflock to the slaughter. Iwill not allow them
now to dwell in the land of Egypt,

11 but I will bring them out with a mighty hand and with a high arm, and
will strike Egypt with plagues, as before, and will destroy all its land.”

12Let Egypt and its foundationsmourn, for the plague of the chastisement
and the punishment that God will bring upon it.

13 Let the farmers that till the ground mourn, for their seeds will fail and
their treeswill be ruined through the blight and hail, and a terrible tempest.

14Woe to the world and those who dwell in it!
‡ 14:42 So the Oriental versions.



2 Esdras 15:15 1600 2 Esdras 15:36

15For the sword and their destruction draws near, and nation will rise up
against nation to battle with weapons in their hands.

16 For there will be sedition among men, and growing strong against one
another. In their might, they won’t respect their king or the chief of their
great ones.

17For amanwill desire to go into a city, and will not be able.
18 For because of their pride the cities will be troubled, the houses will be

destroyed, andmenwill be afraid.
19A man will have no pity on his neighbors, but will assault their houses

with the sword and plunder their goods, because of the lack of bread, and
for great suffering.

20 “Behold,” says God, “I call together all the kings of the earth to stir up
those who are from the rising of the sun, from the south, from the east, and
Libanus, to turn themselves one against another, and repay the things that
they have done to them.

21 Just as they do yet this day tomy chosen, so I will do also, and repay into
their bosom.” The Lord God says:

22 “My right handwon’t spare the sinners, andmy swordwon’t cease over
those who shed innocent blood on the earth.

23A fire has gone out from his wrath and has consumed the foundations
of the earth and the sinners, like burnt straw.

24 Woe to those who sin and don’t keep my commandments!” says the
Lord.

25“Iwill not spare them. Goyourway, you rebellious children! Don’t defile
my sanctuary!”

26For the Lord knows all thosewho trespass against him, therefore hewill
deliver them to death and destruction.

27 For now evils have come upon the whole earth, and you will remain in
them; for God will not deliver you, because you have sinned against him.

28Behold, a horrible sight appearing from the east!
29The nations of the dragons of Arabia will come out with many chariots.

From the day that they set out, their hissing is carried over the earth, so that
all those whowill hear themmay also fear and tremble.

30Also the Carmonians, raging in wrath, will go out like the wild boars of
the forest. They will come with great power and join battle with them, and
will devastate a portion of the land of the Assyrians with their teeth.

31Then the dragons will have the upper hand, remembering their nature.
If theywill turn themselves, conspiring together in great power to persecute
them,

32 then these will be troubled, and keep silence through their power, and
will turn and flee.

33 From the land of the Assyrians, an enemy in ambush will attack them
and destroy one of them. Upon their army will be fear and trembling, and
indecision upon their kings.

34Behold, clouds from the east, and from the north to the south! They are
very horrible to look at, full of wrath and storm.

35 They will clash against one another. They will pour out a heavy storm
on the earth, even their own storm. There will be blood from the sword to
the horse’s belly,

36and to the thigh of man, and to the camel’s hock.
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37Therewill be fearfulness and great trembling upon earth. Theywho see
that wrath will be afraid, and trembling will seize them.

38After this, great stormswill be stirredup from the south, from thenorth,
and another part from the west.

39Strongwindswill arise from the east, andwill shut it up, even the cloud
which he raised up inwrath; and the storm that was to cause destruction by
the east wind will be violently driven toward the south andwest.

40Great and mighty clouds, full of wrath, will be lifted up with the storm,
that theymay destroy all the earth and thosewho dwell in it. Theywill pour
out over every high and lofty one a terrible storm,

41fire, hail, flying swords, andmanywaters, that all plainsmaybe full, and
all rivers, with the abundance of those waters.

42They will break down the cities and walls, mountains and hills, trees of
the forest, and grass of themeadows, and their grain.

43They will go on steadily to Babylon and destroy her.
44 They will come to it and surround it. They will pour out the storm and

all wrath on her. Then the dust and smokewill go up to the sky, and all those
who are around it will mourn for it.

45Those who remain will serve those who have destroyed it.
46You, Asia, who are partaker in the beauty of Babylon, and in the glory of

her person—
47woe to you, you wretch, because you have made yourself like her. You

have decked out your daughters for prostitution, that theymight please and
glory in your lovers, which have always lusted after you!

48 You have followed her who is hateful in all her works and inventions.
Therefore God says,

49 “I will send evils on you: widowhood, poverty, famine, sword, and
pestilence, to laywaste your houses and bring you to destruction and death.

50 The glory of your power will be dried up like a flower when the heat
rises that is sent over you.

51 You will be weakened like a poor woman who is beaten and wounded,
so that you won’t be able to receive yourmighty ones and your lovers.

52Would I have dealt with you with such jealousy,” says the Lord,
53 “if you had not always slain my chosen, exalting and clapping of your

hands, and saying over their dead, when youwere drunk?
54 “Beautify your face!
55The reward of a prostitute will be in your bosom, therefore you will be

repaid.
56 Just as you will do to my chosen,” says the Lord, “even so God will do to

you, and will deliver you to your adversaries.
57 Your children will die of hunger. You will fall by the sword. Your cities

will bebrokendown, andall yourpeople in thefieldwill perishby the sword.
58Those who are in the mountains will die of hunger, eat their own flesh,

and drink their ownblood, because of hunger for bread and thirst forwater.
59You, unhappy above all others, will come andwill again receive evils.
60 In the passage, they will rush on the hateful city and will destroy some

portion of your land, and mar part of your glory, and will return again to
Babylon that was destroyed.

61Youwill be cast down by them as stubble, and theywill be to you as fire.
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62Theywill devour you, your cities, your land, and yourmountains. They
will burn all your forests and your fruitful trees with fire.

63 They will carry your children away captive, and will plunder your
wealth, andmar the glory of your face.”

16
1Woe to you, Babylon, and Asia! Woe to you, Egypt and Syria!
2 Put on sackcloth and garments of goats’ hair, wail for your children and

lament; for your destruction is at hand.
3A sword has been sent upon you, and who is there to turn it back?
4A fire has been sent upon you, and who is there to quench it?
5Calamities are sent upon you, and who is there to drive them away?
6Can one drive away a hungry lion in the forest? Can one quench a fire in

stubble, once it has begun to burn?
7Can one turn back an arrow that is shot by a strong archer?
8The Lord God sends the calamities, and whowill drive them away?
9A fire will go out from his wrath, and whomay quench it?
10Hewill flash lightning, andwhowill not fear? Hewill thunder, andwho

wouldn’t tremble?
11 The Lord will threaten, and who will not be utterly broken in pieces at

his presence?
12The earth and its foundations quake. The sea rises up with waves from

the deep, and its waves will be troubled, along with the fish in them, at the
presence of the Lord, and before the glory of his power.

13Forhis right hand that bends thebow is strong, his arrows that he shoots
are sharp, and will not miss when they begin to be shot into the ends of the
world.

14Behold, the calamities are sent out, and will not return again until they
come upon the earth.

15 The fire is kindled and will not be put out until it consumes the
foundations of the earth.

16 Just as an arrow which is shot by a mighty archer doesn’t return
backward, even so the calamities that are sent out upon earth won’t return
again.

17Woe is me! Woe is me! Whowill deliver me in those days?
18 The beginning of sorrows, when there will be great mourning; the

beginning of famine, and many will perish; the beginning of wars, and the
powers will stand in fear; the beginning of calamities, and all will tremble!
What will they do when the calamities come?

19 Behold, famine and plague, suffering and anguish! They are sent as
scourges for correction.

20 But for all these things they will not turn them from their wickedness,
nor be always mindful of the scourges.

21Behold, foodwill be so cheap on earth that theywill think themselves to
be in good condition, and even then calamities will grow on earth: sword,
famine, and great confusion.

22Formany of those who dwell on earth will perish of famine; and others
who escape the famine, the sword will destroy.

23The dead will be cast out like dung, and there will be no one to comfort
them; for the earth will be left desolate, and its cities will be cast down.
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24There will be no farmer left to cultivate the earth or to sow it.
25The trees will give fruit, but whowill gather it?
26 The grapes will ripen, but who will tread them? For in all places there

will be a great solitude;
27 for onemanwill desire to see another, or to hear his voice.
28For of a city there will be ten left, and two of the field, who have hidden

themselves in the thick groves, and in the clefts of the rocks.
29As in anorchard of olives upon every tree theremaybe left three or four

olives,
30or as when a vineyard is gathered, there are some clusters left by those

who diligently search through the vineyard,
31even so in those days, therewill be three or four left by thosewho search

their houses with the sword.
32 The earth will be left desolate, and its fields will be for briers, and its

roads and all her paths will grow thorns, because no sheep will pass along
them.

33 The virgins will mourn, having no bridegrooms. The women will
mourn, having no husbands. Their daughters will mourn, having no
helpers.

34 Their bridegrooms will be destroyed in the wars, and their husbands
will perish of famine.

35Hear now these things, and understand them, you servants of the Lord.
36Behold, the Lord’s word: receive it. Don’t doubt the things about which

the Lord speaks.
37Behold, the calamities draw near, and are not delayed.
38 Just as a woman with child in the ninth month, when the hour of her

delivery draws near, within two or three hours great pains surround her
womb, and when the child comes out from the womb, there will be no
waiting for amoment,

39 even so the calamities won’t delay coming upon the earth. The world
will groan, and sorrows will seize it on every side.

40 “Omypeople, hearmyword: prepare for battle, and in those calamities
be like strangers on the earth.

41He who sells, let him be as he who flees away, and he who buys, as one
whowill lose.

42 Let he who does business be as he who has no profit by it, and he who
builds, as he whowon’t dwell in it,

43andhewhosows, as if hewouldn’t reap, so alsohewhoprunes thevines,
as he whowon’t gather the grapes,

44 those who marry, as those who will have no children, and those who
don’t marry, as the widowed.

45Because of this, those who labor, labor in vain;
46 for foreigners will reap their fruits, plunder their goods, overthrow

theirhouses, and take their childrencaptive, for in captivityand famine they
will conceive their children.

47Thosewho conduct business, do so only to be plundered. Themore they
adorn their cities, their houses, their possessions, and their own persons,

48 the more I will hate them for their sins,” says the Lord.
49 Just as a respectable and virtuous woman hates a prostitute,
50 so will righteousness hate iniquity, when she adorns herself, and will

accuse her to her face, when he comes who will defend him who diligently
searches out every sin on earth.



2 Esdras 16:51 1604 2 Esdras 16:75

51Therefore don’t be like her or her works.
52 For yet a little while, and iniquity will be taken away out of the earth,

and righteousness will reign over us.
53Don’t let the sinner say that he has not sinned; for Godwill burn coals of

fire on the head of onewho says “I haven’t sinned before God and his glory.”
54Behold, the Lord knows all the works of men, their imaginations, their

thoughts, and their hearts.
55He said, “Let the earthbemade,” and itwasmade, “Let the skybemade,”

and it wasmade.
56At hisword, the starswere established, and he knows the number of the

stars.
57He searches the deep and its treasures. He has measured the sea and

what it contains.
58He has shut the sea in the midst of the waters, and with his word, he

hung the earth over the waters.
59Hehas spread out the sky like a vault. Hehas founded it over thewaters.
60He has made springs of water in the desert and pools on the tops of the

mountains to send out rivers from the heights to water the earth.
61He formedman, and put a heart in the midst of the body, and gave him

breath, life, and understanding,
62yes, the spirit of GodAlmighty. Hewhomade all things and searches out

hidden things in hidden places,
63 surely he knows your imagination, and what you think in your hearts.

Woe to those who sin, and try to hide their sin!
64Because the Lordwill exactly investigate all yourworks, and hewill put

you all to shame.
65When your sins are brought out before men, you will be ashamed, and

your own iniquities will stand as your accusers in that day.
66What will you do? Or how will you hide your sins before God and his

angels?
67 Behold, God is the judge. Fear him! Stop sinning, and forget your

iniquities, to never again commit them. Sowill God lead youout, anddeliver
you from all suffering.

68 For, behold, the burning wrath of a great multitude is kindled over
you, and they will take away some of you, and feed you with that which is
sacrificed to idols.

69Thosewhoconsent to themwill beheld inderisionand in contempt, and
be trodden under foot.

70 For there will be in various places, and in the next cities, a great
insurrection against those who fear the Lord.

71 They will be like mad men, sparing none, but spoiling and destroying
those who still fear the Lord.

72 For they will destroy and plunder their goods, and throw them out of
their houses.

73 Then the trial of my elect will be made known, even as the gold that is
tried in the fire.

74Hear, my elect ones, says the Lord: “Behold, the days of suffering are at
hand, and I will deliver you from them.

75Don’t be afraid, and don’t doubt, for God is your guide.
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76 You who keep my commandments and precepts,” says the Lord God,
“don’t let your sins weigh you down, and don’t let your iniquities lift
themselves up.”

77 Woe to those who are choked with their sins and covered with their
iniquities, like a field is choked with bushes, and its path covered with
thorns, that no onemay travel through!

78 It is shut off and given up to be consumed by fire.
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The Fourth Book of theMaccabees
The Fourth Book of the Maccabees appears in an appendix to the Greek

Septuagint. It is considered to be apocrypha by most church traditions. It
is preserved here for its supplementary historical value.

1As I am going to demonstrate a most philosophical proposition, namely,
that religious reasoning is absolutemasterof theemotions. Iwouldwillingly
advise you to give the utmost heed to philosophy.

2 For reason is necessary to everyone as a step to science. In addition, it
embraces the praise of self-control, the highest virtue.

3 If, then, reasoning appears to hold themastery over the emotions which
stand in the way of temperance, such as gluttony and lust,

4 it surely also andmanifestly rules over the affectionswhich are contrary
to justice, suchasmalice, andof thosewhicharehindrances to courage, such
as wrath, pain, and fear.

5 Perhaps some may ask, “How is it, then, that reasoning, if it rules the
emotions, isn’t also master of forgetfulness and ignorance?” They attempt
a ridiculous argument.

6 For reasoning does not rule over its own emotions, but over those that
are contrary to justice, courage, temperance, and self-control; and yet over
these, so as to withstand, without destroying them.

7 I might prove to you from many other considerations, that religious
reasoning is sole master of the emotions;

8but Iwill prove itwith thegreatest force fromthe fortitudeofEleazar, and
seven kindred, and their mother, who suffered death in defense of virtue.

9 For all these, treating pains with contempt even to death, by this con-
tempt, demonstrated that reasoning has command over the emotions.

10For their virtues, then, it is right that I should commend thosemenwho
died with their mother at this time on behalf of nobility and goodness; and
for their honors, I may count them blessed.

11 For they, winning admiration not only from men in general, but even
from the persecutors, for their courage and endurance, became the means
of the destruction of the tyranny against their nation, having conquered the
tyrant by their endurance, so that by them their country was purified.

12Butwemaynowatonceenterupon thequestion, havingcommenced, as
is our custom, with laying down the doctrine, and so proceed to the account
of these people, giving glory to the all-wise God.

13 Therefore the question whether reasoning is absolute master of the
emotions.

14Let’s determine, then, what reasoning is and what emotion is, and how
many forms of emotion there are, and whether reasoning rules over all of
these.

15 Reasoning is intellect accompanied by a life of righteousness, putting
foremost the consideration of wisdom.

16Wisdom is a knowledge of divine andhuman things, andof their causes.
17This is contained in theeducationof the law, bymeansofwhichwe learn

divine things reverently and human things profitably.
18The forms ofwisdomare self-control, justice, courage, and temperance.
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19 The leading one of these is self-control, by whose means, indeed, it is
that reasoning rules over the emotions.

20 Of the emotions, pleasure and pain are the two most comprehensive;
and they also by nature refer to the soul.

21There are many attendant affections surrounding pleasure and pain.
22Before pleasure is lust; and after pleasure, joy.
23Before pain is fear; and after pain is sorrow.
24Wrath is an affection, common to pleasure and to pain, if any one will

pay attention when it comes upon him.
25 There exists in pleasure a malicious disposition, which is the most

complex of all the affections.
26 In the soul, it is arrogance, love of money, thirst for honor, contention,

faithlessness, and the evil eye.
27 In the body, it is greediness, indiscriminate eating, and solitary gluttony.
28Aspleasure andpain are, therefore, two growths out of thebodyand the

soul, so there are many offshoots of these emotions.
29 Reasoning, the universal farmer, purging and pruning each of these,

tying up, watering, and transplanting, in every way improves the materials
of themorals and affections.

30 For reasoning is the leader of the virtues, but it is the sole ruler of the
emotions.
Observe then first, through the very things which stand in the way of

temperance, that reasoning is absolute ruler of the emotions.
31Now temperance consists of a command over the lusts.
32 But of the lusts, some belong to the soul and others to the body.

Reasoning appears to rule over both.
33Otherwise, how is it that when urged on to forbidden meats, we reject

the gratificationwhichwould come from them? Isn’t it because reasoning is
able to command the appetites? I believe so.

34Hence it is, then, that when craving seafood, birds, four-footed animals,
and all kinds of food which are forbidden to us by the law, we withhold
ourselves through themastery of reasoning.

35For the affections of our appetites are resisted by the temperate under-
standing, and bent back again, and all the impulses of the body are reined in
by reasoning.

2
1 Is it any wonder? If the lusts of the soul, after participation with what is

beautiful, are frustrated,
2 on this ground, therefore, the temperate Joseph is praised in that by

reasoning, he subdued, on reflection, the indulgence of the senses.
3 For, although young, and ripe for sexual intercourse, he nullified by

reasoning the stimulus of his emotions.
4 It isn’tmerely the stimulusof sensual indulgence, but thatof everydesire,

that reasoning is able to master.
5For instance, the law says, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor

anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
6 Now, then, since it is the law which has forbidden us to desire, I shall

much the more easily persuade you, that reasoning is able to govern our
lusts, just as it does the affections which are impediments to justice.
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7Since inwhatway is a solitary eater, a glutton, andadrunkard reclaimed,
unless it is clear that reasoning is lord of the emotions?

8Therefore, amanwho regulates his course by the law, even if he is a lover
of money, immediately puts pressure on his own disposition by lending to
the needy without interest, and cancelling the debt on the seventh year.

9 If aman is greedy, he is ruledby the lawacting through reasoning, so that
he doesn’t gleanhis harvest crops or vintage. In reference to other pointswe
may perceive that it is reasoning that conquers his emotions.

10 For the law conquers even affection toward parents, not surrendering
virtue on their account.

11 It prevails over love for one’s wife, rebuking her when she breaks the
law.

12 It lords it over the love of parents toward their children, for they punish
them for vice. It domineers over the intimacy of friends, reproving them
whenwicked.

13Don’t think it is a strange assertion that reasoning can on behalf of the
law conquer even enmity.

14 It doesn’t allow cutting down the fruit trees of an enemy, but preserves
them from the destroyers, and collects their fallen ruins.

15Reason appears to be master of the more violent emotions, like love of
empire, empty boasting, and slander.

16 For the temperate understanding repels all these malignant emotions,
as it does wrath; for it masters even this.

17 Thus Moses, when angered against Dathan and Abiram, did nothing to
them in wrath, but regulated his anger by reasoning.

18For the temperatemind is able, as I said, to be superior to the emotions,
and to correct some and destroy others.

19For why else did ourmost wise father Jacob blame Simeon and Levi for
having irrationally slain the whole race of the Shechemites, saying, “Cursed
be their anger!”?

20 For if reasoning didn’t possess the power of subduing angry affections,
he would not have said this.

21 For at the time when God created man, he implanted within him his
emotions andmoral nature.

22At that time he enthroned themind above all as the holy leader, through
themedium of the senses.

23He gave a law to thismind, by living according towhich it will maintain
a temperate, just, good, and courageous reign.

24How, then, a manmay say, if reasoning is master of the emotions, has it
no control over forgetfulness and ignorance?

3
1The argument is exceedingly ridiculous, for reasoning doesn’t appear to

rule over its own affections, but over those of the body,
2 in such a way as that any one of you may not be able to root out desire,

but reasoning will enable you to avoid being enslaved to it.
3One may not be able to root out anger from the soul, but it is possible to

withstand anger.
4 Any one of you may not be able to eradicate malice, but reasoning has

force to work with you to prevent you yielding to malice.
5For reasoning is not an eradicator, but an antagonist of the emotions.
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6This may bemore clearly comprehended from the thirst of King David.
7For after David had been attacking the Philistines thewhole day, hewith

the soldiers of his nation killedmany of them;
8 thenwhen evening came, sweating and veryweary, he came to the royal

tent, aroundwhich the entire army of our ancestors was encamped.
9Now all the rest of themwere at supper;
10 but the king, being very much thirsty, although he had numerous

springs, could not by their means quench his thirst;
11but a certain irrational longing for the water in the enemy’s camp grew

stronger and fiercer upon him, undid and consumed him.
12 Therefore his bodyguards being troubled at this longing of the king,

two valiant young soldiers, respecting the desire of the king, fully armed
themselves, and taking a pitcher, got over the ramparts of the enemies.

13 Unperceived by the guardians of the gate, they went throughout the
whole camp of the enemy in quest.

14Having boldly discovered the fountain, they filled out of it the drink for
the king.

15 But he, though parched with thirst, reasoned that a drink regarded of
equal value to blood would be terribly dangerous to his soul.

16 Therefore, setting up reasoning in opposition to his desire, he poured
out the drink to God.

17 For the temperate mind has power to conquer the pressure of the
emotions, to quench the fires of excitement,

18 and to wrestle down the pains of the body, however excessive, and
through the excellency of reasoning, to spurn all the assaults of the emo-
tions.

19 But the occasion now invites us to give an illustration of temperate
reasoning from history.

20 For at a time when our fathers were in possession of undisturbed
peace through obedience to the law and were prosperous, so that Seleucus
Nicanor, the king of Asia, both assigned themmoney for divine service, and
accepted their form of government,

21 then certain people, bringing in new things contrary to the public
harmony, in various ways fell into calamities.

4
1For a certainman named Simon, whowas in opposition to an honorable

and good man who once held the high priesthood for life, named Onias.
After slandering Onias in every way, Simon couldn’t injure him with the
people, so he went away as an exile, with the intention of betraying his
country.

2When coming to Apollonius, the military governor of Syria, Phoenicia,
and Cilicia, he said,

3 “Having good will to the king’s affairs, I have come to inform you that
tens of thousands in private wealth is laid up in the treasuries of Jerusalem
which do not belong to the temple, but belong to King Seleucus.”

4 Apollonius, acquainting himself with the particulars of this, praised
Simon for his care of the king’s interests, and going up to Seleucus informed
him of the treasure.
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5Getting authority about it, and quickly advancing into our country with
the accursed Simon and a very heavy force,

6he said that he came with the commands of the king that he should take
the private money of the treasury.

7Thenation, indignant at this proclamation, and replying to the effect that
itwas extremelyunfair that thosewhohad committeddeposits to the sacred
treasury should be deprived of them, resisted as well as they could.

8But Appolonius went away with threats into the temple.
9The priests, with the women and children, asked God to throw his shield

over the holy, despised place,
10andAppoloniuswas going upwith his armed force to seize the treasure,

when angels from heaven appeared riding on horseback, all radiant in
armor, filling themwithmuch fear and trembling.

11Apollonius fell half dead on the court which is open to all nations, and
extendedhishands toheaven, and implored theHebrews,with tears, topray
for him, and take away the wrath of the heavenly army.

12For he said that he had sinned, so as to be consequentlyworthy of death,
and that if hewere saved, hewould proclaim to all people the blessedness of
the holy place.

13 Onias the high priest, induced by these words, although for other
reasons anxious that King Seleucus wouldn’t suppose that Apollonius was
slain by human device and not by Divine punishment, prayed for him;

14 and he being thus unexpectedly saved, departed to report to the king
what had happened to him.

15 But on the death of Seleucus the king, his son Antiochus Epiphanes
succeeded to the kingdom—a terrible man of arrogant pride.

16 He, having deposed Onias from the high priesthood, appointed his
brother Jason to be high priest,

17who had made a covenant, if he would give him this authority, to pay
yearly three thousand six hundred and sixty talents.

18He committed to him the high priesthood and rulership over the nation.
19Heboth changed themanner of living of the people, and perverted their

civil customs into all lawlessness.
20 So that he not only erected a gymnasium on the very citadel of our

country, but neglected the guardianship of the temple.
21Becauseof that, Divinevengeancewas grievedand instigatedAntiochus

himself against them.
22For being at war with Ptolemy in Egypt, he heard that on a report of his

death being spread abroad, the inhabitants of Jerusalem had exceedingly
rejoiced, and he quickly marched against them.

23Having subdued them, he established a decree that if any of them lived
according to the ancestral laws, he should die.

24When he could by nomeans destroy by his decrees the obedience to the
law of the nation, but saw all his threats and punishments without effect,

25 for even women, because they continued to circumcise their children,
were flung down a precipice along with them, knowing beforehand of the
punishment.

26When, therefore, hisdecreesweredisregardedby thepeople, hehimself
compelled by means of tortures every one of this race, by tasting forbidden
meats, to renounce the Jewish religion.
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5
1The tyrant Antiochus, therefore, sitting in public state with his assessors

upon a certain lofty place, with his armed troops standing in a circle around
him,

2 commanded his spearbearers to seize every one of the Hebrews, and to
compel them to taste swine’s flesh and things offered to idols.

3 Should any of them be unwilling to eat the accursed food, they were to
be tortured on the wheel and so killed.

4Whenmany had been seized, a foremostman of the assembly, a Hebrew,
by name Eleazar, a priest by family, by profession a lawyer, and advanced
in years, and for this reason known to many of the king’s followers, was
brought near to him.

5Antiochus, seeing him, said,
6 “I would counsel you, old man, before your tortures begin, to taste

the swine’s flesh, and save your life; for I feel respect for your age and
hoary head, which since you have had so long, you appear to me to be no
philosopher in retaining the superstition of the Jews.

7 For therefore, since nature has conferred upon you the most excellent
flesh of this animal, do you loathe it?

8 It seems senseless not to enjoy what is pleasant, yet not disgraceful; and
from notions of sinfulness, to reject the gifts of nature.

9 You will be acting, I think, still more senselessly, if you follow vain
conceits about the truth.

10Youwill, moreover, be despisingme to your own punishment.
11Won’t you awake from your trifling philosophy, give up the folly of your

notions, and regaining understanding worthy of your age, search into the
truth of an expedient course?

12 Won’t you respect my kindly admonition and have pity on your own
years?

13 For bear in mind that if there is any power which watches over this
religion of yours, it will pardon you for all transgressions of the law which
you commit through compulsion.”

14While the tyrant incited him in this manner to the unlawful eating of
meat, Eleazar begged permission to speak.

15Having received permission to speak, he began to address the people as
follows:

16 “We, O Antiochus, who are persuaded that we live under a divine law,
consider no compulsion to be so forcible as obedience to that law.

17 Therefore we consider that we ought not to transgress the law in any
way.

18 Indeed, were our law (as you suppose) not truly divine, and if we
wrongly think it divine, we would have no right even in that case to destroy
our sense of religion.

19Don’t think that eating uncleanmeat is a trifling offense.
20 For transgression of the law, whether in small or great matters, is of

equal importance;
21 for in either case the law is equally slighted.
22But you deride our philosophy, as though we lived in it irrationally.
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23Yet it instructs us in self-control, so that we are superior to all pleasures
and lusts; and it trains us in courage, so that we cheerfully undergo every
grievance.

24 It instructs us in justice, so that in all our dealingswe renderwhat is due.
It teaches us piety, so that we properly worship the one and only God.

25 That is why we don’t eat the unclean; for believing that the law was
established byGod,we are convinced that the Creator of theworld, in giving
his laws, sympathizes with our nature.

26Those things which are suitable for our souls, he has directed us to eat;
but those which are not, he has forbidden.

27 But, tyrant-like, you not only force us to break the law, but also to eat,
that youmay ridicule us as we thus profanely eat.

28But you won’t have this cause of laughter against me,
29nor will I transgress the sacred oaths of my forefathers to keep the law.
30No, not if you pluck out my eyes, and consumemy entrails.
31 I am not so old, and void of courage as to not be youthful in reason and

in defense of my religion.
32Now then, prepare your wheels, and kindle a fiercer flame.
33 I will not so pity my old age, as on my account to break the law of my

country.
34 Iwill notplay false toyou,O law,my instructor, or forsakeyou,Obeloved

self-control!
35 I will not put you to shame, O philosopher Reason, or deny you, O

honored priesthood and knowledge of the law.
36Mouth! You shall not pollutemy old age, nor the full stature of a perfect

life.
37My ancestors will receive me as pure, not having feared your compul-

sion, even to death.
38 For you will rule like a tyrant over the ungodly, but you will not lord

it over my thoughts about religion, either by your arguments, or through
deeds.”

6
1 When Eleazar had in this manner answered the exhortations of the

tyrant, the spearbearers came up, and rudely dragged Eleazar to the instru-
ments of torture.

2 First, they stripped the old man, adorned as he was with the beauty of
piety.

3Then tying back his arms and hands, they disdainfully flogged him.
4A herald opposite cried out, “Obey the commands of the king!”
5But the high-minded and truly noble Eleazar, as one tortured in a dream,

ignored it.
6But raising his eyes on high to heaven, the old man’s flesh was stripped

offby the scourges, andhis blood streameddown, andhis sideswerepierced
through.

7Fallingon theground fromhisbodyhavingnopower toendure thepains,
he still kept his reasoning upright and unbending.

8Then one of the harsh spearbearers rushed at him and began to kick him
in the side to force him to get up again after he fell.

9But he endured the pains, despised the cruelty, and persevered through
the indignities.
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10Likeanobleathlete, theoldman,whenstruck, vanquishedhis torturers.
11His face sweating, and he panting for breath, he was admired even by

the torturers for his courage.
12Therefore, partly in pity for his old age,
13partly from the sympathy of acquaintance, and partly in admiration of

his endurance, some of the attendants of the king said,
14 “Why do you unreasonably destroy yourself, O Eleazar, with these

miseries?
15 We will bring you some meat cooked by yourself, and you can save

yourself by pretending that you have eaten swine’s flesh.”
16Eleazar, as though the advice more painfully tortured him, cried out,
17 “Let us who are children of Abraham not be so evil advised as by giving

way tomake use of an unbecoming pretense.
18 For it would be irrational, if having lived up to old age in all truth, and

having scrupulously guarded our character for it, we would now turn back
19 and ourselves become a pattern of impiety to the young, as being an

example of eating pollution.
20 It would be disgraceful if we would live on some short time, and that

scorned by all men for cowardice,
21and be condemned by the tyrant for cowardice by not contending to the

death for our divine law.
22Therefore you, O children of Abraham, die nobly for your religion.
23You spearbearers of the tyrant, why do you linger?”
24Beholdinghimsohigh-mindedagainstmisery, andnot changing at their

pity, they led him to the fire.
25Thenwith theirwickedly contrived instruments theyburnedhimon the

fire, and poured stinking fluids down into his nostrils.
26Hebeingat lengthburneddown to thebones, andabout to expire, raised

his eyes Godward, and said,
27 “You know, OGod, that when Imight have been saved, I am slain for the

sake of the law by tortures of fire.
28Bemerciful to your people, and be satisfied with the punishment of me

on their account.
29Letmybloodbe apurification for them, and takemy life in exchange for

theirs.”
30Thus speaking, the holy man departed, noble in his torments, and even

to the agonies of death resisted in his reasoning for the sake of the law.
31Confessedly, therefore, religious reasoning is master of the emotions.
32 For had the emotions been superior to reasoning, I would have given

them the witness of this mastery.
33But now, since reasoning conquered the emotions, we befittingly award

it the authority of first place.
34 It is only fair that we should allow that the power belongs to reasoning,

since it masters external miseries.
35 Itwouldbe ridiculous if itweren’t so. I prove that reasoninghasnot only

mastered pains, but that it is also superior to the pleasures, and withstands
them.
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7
1 The reasoning of our father Eleazar, like a first-rate pilot, steering the

vessel of piety in the sea of emotions,
2 and flouted by the threats of the tyrant, and overwhelmed with the

breakers of torture,
3 in no way shifted the rudder of piety until it sailed into the harbor of

victory over death.
4 No besieged city has ever held out against many and various war

machines as that holy man did when his pious soul was tried with the fiery
trial of tortures and rackings andmoved his besiegers through the religious
reasoning that shielded him.

5 For father Eleazar, projecting his disposition, broke the raging waves of
the emotions as with a jutting cliff.

6O priest worthy of the priesthood! You didn’t pollute your sacred teeth,
nor make your appetite, which had always embraced the clean and lawful,
a partaker of profanity.

7O harmonizer with the law, and sage devoted to a divine life!
8Of sucha character ought those tobewhoperform theduties of the lawat

the risk of their own blood, and defend it with generous sweat by sufferings
even to death.

9 You, father, have gloriously established our right government by your
endurance; and making of much account our past service, prevented its
destruction, andbyyourdeeds, havemadecredible thewordsofphilosophy.

10Oagedmanofmore power than tortures, eldermore vigorous thanfire,
greatest king over the emotions, Eleazar!

11 For as father Aaron, armed with a censer, hastening through the
consuming fire, vanquished the flame-bearing angel,

12so, Eleazar, the descendant ofAaron,wasted awayby thefire, didn’t give
up his reasoning.

13What is most wonderful is that though he was an old man, though the
labors of his bodywere now spent, hismuscleswere relaxed, andhis sinews
worn out, he recovered youth.

14 By the spirit of reasoning, and the reasoning of Isaac, he rendered
powerless themany-headed rack.

15O blessed old age, and reverend hoar head, and life obedient to the law,
which the faithful seal of death perfected.

16 If, then, an old man, through religion, despised tortures even to death,
then certainly religious reasoning is ruler of the emotions.

17But perhaps somemight say, “It is not all who conquer emotions, as not
all possess wise reasoning.”

18 But those who have meditated upon religion with their whole heart,
these alone canmaster the emotions of the flesh:

19 they who believe that to God they don’t die; for, as our forefathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they live to God.

20 This circumstance, then, is by no means an objection, that some who
have weak reasoning are governed by their emotions,

21 since what person, walking religiously by the whole rule of philosophy,
and believing in God,

22 and knowing that it is a blessed thing to endure all kinds of hardships
for virtue, would not, for the sake of religion, master his emotion?



4Maccabees 7:23 1615 4Maccabees 7:17

23For only the wise and braveman is lord over his emotions.
24 This is why even boys, trained with the philosophy of religious reason-

ing, have conquered still more bitter tortures;
25 for when the tyrant was manifestly vanquished in his first attempt, in

being unable to force the oldman to eat the unclean thing,

8
1 then, indeed, vehemently swayedwith emotion, he commanded to bring

others of the adult Hebrews, and if they would eat of the unclean thing, to
let them gowhen they had eaten; but if they objected, to torment themmore
grievously.

2 The tyrant having given this charge, seven kindred were brought into
his presence, along with their aged mother. They were handsome, modest,
well-born, and altogether comely.

3When the tyrant saw them encircling their mother as in a dance, he was
pleasedwith them. Being struckwith their becoming and innocentmanner,
smiled at them, and calling them near, said,

4 “O youths, with favorable feelings, I admire the beauty of each of you.
Greatly honouring so numerous a band of kindred, I not only counsel you
not to share themadness of the old manwho has been tortured before,

5but I beg you to yield, and to enjoymy friendship; for I possess the power,
not only of punishing those who disobey my commands, but of doing good
to those who obey them.

6Put confidence inme, then, andyouwill receive places of authority inmy
government, if you forsake your national way of life,

7 and, conforming to the Greek way of life, alter your rule and revel in
youth’s delights.

8 For if you provoke me by your disobedience, you will compel me to
destroy every one of you with terrible punishments by tortures.

9Have mercy, then, upon your own selves, whom I, although an enemy,
am compassionate for your age and attractive appearance.

10Won’t you consider this: that if youdisobey, therewill benothing left for
you but to die in torture?”

11 When he had said this, he ordered the instruments of torture to be
brought forward, that fear might prevail upon them to eat uncleanmeat.

12When the spearman brought forward the wheels, the racks, the hooks,
racks, caldrons, pans, finger-racks, iron hands andwedges, and bellows, the
tyrant continued:

13 “Fear, young men, and the righteousness which you worship will be
merciful to you if you transgress because of compulsion.”

14 Now they having listened to these words of persuasion, and seeing
the fearful instruments, not only were not afraid, but even answered the
arguments of the tyrant, and through their good reasoning destroyed his
power.

15 Now let’s consider the matter. Had any of them been weak-spirited
and cowardly among them, what reasoning would they have employed but
these?

16 “O wretched that we are, and exceedingly senseless! When the king
exhorts us, and calls us to his bounty, should we not obey him?

17 Why do we cheer ourselves with vain counsels, and venture upon a
disobedience bringing death?
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18 Shall we not fear, O kindred, the instruments of torture and weigh the
threatenings of torment and shun this vain-glory and destructive pride?

19 Let’s have compassion upon our age and relent over the years of our
mother.

20Let’s bear inmind that we will be dying as rebels.
21Divine Justice will pardon us if we fear the king through necessity.
22Whywithdraw ourselves from amost sweet life, and deprive ourselves

of this pleasant world?
23Let’s not oppose necessity, nor seek vain-glory by our own torture.
24 The law itself wouldn’t arbitrarily put us to death because we dread

torture.
25 Why has such angry zeal taken root in us, and such fatal obstinacy

approved itself to us, whenwemight live unmolested by the king?”
26But the youngmen didn’t say or think anything of this kindwhen about

to be tortured.
27For they were well aware of the sufferings, andmasters of the pains.
28-29 So that as soon as the tyrant had ceased counselling them to eat the

unclean, they all with one voice, as from the same heart said,

9
1 “Why do you delay, O tyrant? For we are more ready to die than to

transgress the injunctions of our fathers.
2We would be disgracing our fathers if we didn’t obey the law, and take

knowledge for our guide.
3O tyrant, counselor of law-breaking, do not, hating us as you do, pity us

more than we pity ourselves.
4For we consider your escape to be worse than death.
5 You try to scare us by threatening us with death by tortures, as though

you had learned nothing by the death of Eleazar.
6 But if aged men of the Hebrews have died in the cause of religion after

enduring torture, more rightly should we younger men die, scorning your
cruel tortures, which our aged instructor overcame.

7Make the attempt, then, O tyrant. If you put us to death for our religion,
don’t think that you harm us by torturing us.

8Forwe through this ill-treatment and endurancewill gain the rewards of
virtue.

9But you, for thewickedanddespotic slaughter of us,will, from theDivine
vengeance, endure eternal torture by fire.”

10When they had said this, the tyrant was not only exasperated against
them for being disobedient, but enraged with them for being ungrateful.

11 So, at his bidding, the torturers brought the oldest of them, and tearing
through his tunic, bound his hands and arms on each side with thongs.

12 When they had labored hard without effect in scourging him, they
hurled him on the wheel.

13The noble youth, extended upon this, became dislocated.
14With everymember disjointed, he denounced the tyrant, saying,
15 “O most accursed tyrant, and enemy of heavenly justice, and cruel-

hearted, I am no murderer, nor sacrilegious man, whom you torture, but
a defender of the Divine law.”

16Andwhen the spearmen said, “Consent to eat, that youmay be released
from your tortures,”
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17he answered, “Not so powerful, O accursed lackeys, is your wheel, as to
stiflemy reasoning. Cut my limbs, and burnmy flesh, and twist my joints.

18For through all my torments I will convince you that the children of the
Hebrews are alone unconquered on behalf of virtue.”

19 While he was saying this, they heaped up fuel, and setting fire to it,
strained him on the wheel still more.

20Thewheelwasdefiledall overwithblood. Thehot asheswerequenched
by the droppings of gore, and pieces of flesh were scattered about the axles
of themachine.

21 Although the framework of his bones was now destroyed, the high-
minded and Abrahamic youth didn’t groan.

22But, as though transformed by fire into immortality, he nobly endured
the rackings, saying,

23 “Imitate me, O kindred. Never desert your station, nor renounce my
brotherhood in courage. Fight the holy and honorable fight of religion,

24 by which means our just and paternal Providence, becoming merciful
to the nation, will punish the pestilent tyrant.”

25 Saying this, the revered youth abruptly closed his life.
26When all admired his courageous soul, the spearmen brought forward

him who was second oldest, and having put on iron gauntlets with sharp
hooks, bound him to the rack.

27When, on enquiringwhether hewould eat before hewas tortured, they
heard his noble sentiment.

28 After they with the iron gauntlets had violently dragged all the flesh
from the neck to the chin, the panther-like animals tore off the very skin of
his head, but he, bearing with firmness this misery, said,

29 “How sweet is every form of death for the religion of our fathers!” Then
he said to the tyrant,

30 “Don’t you think, most cruel of all tyrants, that you are now tortured
more than I, finding your arrogant conception of tyranny conquered by our
perseverance in behalf of our religion?

31 For I lighten my suffering by the pleasures which are connected with
virtue.

32 But you are tortured with threatenings for impiety. You won’t escape,
most corrupt tyrant, the vengeance of Divine wrath.”

10
1Now this one endured this praiseworthy death. The third was brought

along, and exhorted bymany to taste and save his life.
2But he cried out and said, “Don’t you know that the father of those who

are dead ismy father also, and that the samemother boreme, and that Iwas
brought up in the sameway?

3 I don’t renounce the noble relationship of my kindred.
4Now then, whatever instrument of vengeance you have, apply it to my

body, for you aren’t able to touchmy soul, even if you want to.”
5But they, highly incensed at his boldness of speech, dislocated his hands

and feet with racking engines, and wrenching them from their sockets,
dismembered him.

6They dragged around his fingers, his arms, his legs, and his ankles.
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7 Not being able by any means to strangle him, they tore off his skin,
together with the extreme tips of his fingers, and then dragged him to the
wheel,

8 around which his vertebral joints were loosened, and he saw his own
flesh torn to shreds, and streams of blood flowing from his entrails.

9When about to die, he said,
10 “We, O accursed tyrant, suffer this for the sake of Divine education and

virtue.
11 But you, for your impiety and blood shedding, will endure unceasing

torments.”
12 Thus having died worthily of his kindred, they dragged forward the

fourth, saying,
13 “Don’t share themadness of your kindred, but respect the king and save

yourself.”
14 But he said to them, “You don’t have a fire so scorching as to make me

play the coward.
15 By the blessed death of my kindred, and the eternal punishment of

the tyrant, and the glorious life of the pious, I will not repudiate the noble
brotherhood.

16 Invent, O tyrant, tortures, that you may learn, even through them, that
I am the brother of those tormented before.”

17 When he had said this, the blood-thirsty, murderous, and unholy
Antiochus ordered his tongue to be cut out.

18But he said, “Even if you take away the organ of speech, God still hears
the silent.

19 Behold, my tongue is extended, cut it off; for in spite of that you won’t
silence our reasoning.

20We gladly lose our limbs on behalf of God.
21But God will speedily find you, since you cut off the tongue, the instru-

ment of divinemelody.”

11
1When he had died, disfigured in his torments, the fifth leaped forward,

and said,
2 “I don’t intend, O tyrant, to get excused from the torment which is on

behalf of virtue.
3 But I have come of my own accord, that by my death you may owe

heavenly vengeance and punishment for more crimes.
4O you hater of virtue and ofmen, what havewe done that you thus revel

in our blood?
5Does it seem evil to you that we worship the Founder of all things, and

live according to his surpassing law?
6But this is worthy of honors, not torments,
7 if you had been capable of the higher feelings of men, and possessed the

hope of salvation from God.
8Behold now, being alien from God, you make war against those who are

religious toward God.”
9As he said this, the spearbearers bound him and drew him to the rack,
10 to which binding him at his knees, and fastening themwith iron fetters,

theybentdownhis loinsupon thewedgeof thewheel; andhisbodywas then
dismembered, scorpion-fashion.
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11With his breath thus confined, and his body strangled, he said,
12 “A great favor you bestow upon us, O tyrant, by enabling us tomanifest

our adherence to the law bymeans of nobler sufferings.”
13He also being dead, the sixth, quite a youth, was brought out. On the

tyrant asking himwhether he would eat and be delivered, he said,
14 “I am indeed younger than my brothers, but in understanding I am as

old;
15 for having been born and reared to the same end. We are bound to die

also on behalf of the same cause.
16So that if you think it is proper to torment us for not eating the unclean,

then torment!”
17As he said this, they brought him to the wheel.
18Extended upon this, with limbs racked and dislocated, hewas gradually

roasted from beneath.
19 Having heated sharp spits, they approached them to his back; and

having transfixed his sides, they burned away his entrails.
20He, while tormented, said, “O good and holy contest, in which for the

sake of religion, we kindred have been called to the arena of pain, and have
not been conquered.

21For religious understanding, O tyrant, is unconquered.
22Armedwith upright virtue, I also will depart withmy kindred.
23 I, too, bearing with me a great avenger, O inventor of tortures, and

enemy of the truly pious.
24We six youths have destroyed your tyranny.
25 For isn’t your inability to overrule our reasoning, and to compel us to

eat the unclean, your destruction?
26 Your fire is cold to us. Your racks are painless, and your violence

harmless.
27 For the guards not of a tyrant but of a divine law are our defenders.

Through this we keep our reasoning unconquered.”

12
1 When he, too, had undergone blessed martyrdom, and died in the

cauldron into which he had been thrown, the seventh, the youngest of all,
came forward,

2whom the tyrant pitying, though he had been dreadfully reproached by
his kindred,

3 seeing him already encompassed with chains, had him brought nearer,
and endeavored to counsel him, saying,

4 “You see the end of the madness of your kindred, for they have died in
torture through disobedience. You, if disobedient, having been miserably
tormented, will yourself perish prematurely.

5But if you obey, youwill bemy friend, and have a charge over the affairs
of the kingdom.”

6Having thus exhorted him, he sent for the boy’smother, that, by showing
compassion to her for the loss of somany sons, hemight incline her, through
the hope of safety, to render the survivor obedient.

7He, after his mother had urged him on in the Hebrew tongue, (as wewill
soon relate) said,

8 “Release me that I may speak to the king and all his friends.”
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9 They, rejoicing exceedingly at the promise of the youth, quickly let him
go.

10He, running up to the pans, said,
11 “Impious tyrant, and most blasphemous man, were you not ashamed,

having received prosperity and a kingdom from God, to kill His servants,
and to rack the doers of godliness?

12 Therefore the divine vengeance is reserving you for eternal fire and
torments, which will cling to you for all time.

13Weren’t you ashamed, man as you are, yet most savage, to cut out the
tongues of men of like feeling and origin, and having thus abused to torture
them?

14But they, bravely dying, fulfilled their religion toward God.
15 But you will groan as you deserve for having slain without cause the

champions of virtue.
16Therefore,” he continued, “I myself, being about to die,
17will not forsakemy kindred.
18 I call upon the God of my fathers to bemerciful to my race.
19But you, both living and dead, he will punish.”
20Thus having prayed, he hurled himself into the pans; and so expired.

13
1 If then, the seven kindred despised troubles even to death, it is admitted

on all sides that righteous reasoning is absolute master over the emotions.
2 For just as if they had eaten of the unholy as slaves to the emotions, we

would have said that they had been conquered by them.
3Now it is not so. But by means of the reasoning which is praised by God,

theymastered their emotions.
4 It is impossible to overlook the leadership of reflection, for it gained the

victory over both emotions and troubles.
5 How, then, can we avoid according to these men mastery of emotion

through right reasoning, since they didn’t withdraw from the pains of fire?
6 For just as by means of towers projecting in front of harbors men break

the threateningwaves, and thus assure a still course to vessels enteringport,
7 so that seven-towered right-reasoning of the young men, securing the

harbour of religion, conquered the tempest of emotions.
8For having arranged a holy choir of piety, they encouraged one another,

saying,
9 “Brothers, may we die brotherly for the law. Let us imitate the three

youngmen in Assyria who despised the equally afflicting furnace.
10Let’s not be cowards in themanifestation of piety.”
11One said, “Courage, brother!” and another, “Nobly endure!”
12Another said, “Rememberofwhat stock youare;” andby thehandof our

father Isaac endured to be slain for the sake of piety.
13 One and all, looking at each other serene and confident, said, “Let’s

sacrificewith all our heart our souls to Godwho gave them, and employ our
bodies for the keeping of the law.

14Let’s not fear himwho thinks he kills;
15 for great is the trial of soul and danger of eternal torment laid up for

those who transgress the commandment of God.
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16 Let’s arm ourselves, therefore, in the self-control, which is divine
reasoning.

17 If we suffer like this, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will receive us, and all
the fathers will commend us.

18As each one of the kindred was hauled away, the rest exclaimed, “Don’t
disgrace us, O brother, nor falsify those who died before you!”

19Nowyouarenot ignorantof thecharmofbrotherhood,which theDivine
and all wise Providence has imparted through fathers to children, and has
engendered through themother’s womb.

20 In which these brothers having remained an equal time, and having
been formed for the same period, and been increased by the same blood,
and having been perfected through the same principle of life,

21 and having been brought forth at equal intervals, and having sucked
milk from the same springs, hence their brotherly souls are reared up
lovingly together,

22 and increase the more powerfully by reason of this simultaneous
rearing, and by daily companionship, and by other education, and exercise
in the law of God.

23 Brotherly love being thus sympathetically constituted, the seven kin-
dred had amore sympathetic mutual harmony.

24 For being educated in the same law, and practicing the same virtues,
and reared up in a just course of life, they increased this harmonywith each
other.

25 For the same ardor for what is right and honorable increased their
goodwill and harmony toward each other.

26 For it acting along with religion, made their brotherly feeling more
desirable to them.

27 And yet, although nature, companionship, and virtuous morals in-
creased their brotherly love, those who were left endured to see their
kindred, whoweremistreated for their religion, tortured even to death.

14
1 More that this, they even urged them on to this mistreatment; so that

theynot only despisedpains themselves, but they even got the better of their
affections of brotherly love.

2Reasoning is more royal than a king, and freer than freemen!
3What a sacred and harmonious concert of the seven kindred as concern-

ing piety!
4None of the seven youths turned cowardly or shrank back from death.
5But all of them, as though running the road to immortality, hastened on

to death through tortures.
6For just as hands and feet aremoved sympatheticallywith the directions

of the soul, so those holy youths agreed to death for religion’s sake, as
through the immortal soul of religion.

7O holy seven of harmonious kindred! For as the seven days of creation,
about religion,

8 so the youths, circling around the number seven, annulled the fear of
torments.

9We now shudder at the recital of the affliction of those young men; but
they not only saw, andnot only heard the immediate execution of the threat,
but undergoing it, persevered; and that through the pains of fire.
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10 What could be more painful? For the power of fire, being sharp and
quick, speedily dissolved their bodies.

11 Don’t think it wonderful that reasoning ruled over those men in their
torments, when even a woman’s mind despisedmoremanifold pains.

12 For the mother of those seven youths endured the rackings of each of
her children.

13 Consider how comprehensive is the love of offspring, which draws
every one to sympathy of affection,

14where irrational animals possess a similar sympathy and love for their
offspring withmen.

15 The tame birds frequenting the roofs of our houses defend their
fledglings.

16Othersbuild theirnests, andhatch their young, on the topsofmountains
and in the precipices of valleys, and the holes and tops of trees, and keep
away the intruder.

17 If not able to do this, they fly circling round them in agony of affection,
calling out in their own note, and save their offspring in whatever manner
they are able.

18 But why should we point attention to the sympathy toward children
shown by irrational animals?

19Even bees, at the season of honey-making, attack all who approach, and
piercewith their sting, aswith a sword, thosewho drawnear their hive, and
repel them even to death.

20 But sympathy with her children didn’t turn away the mother of the
youngmen, who had a spirit kindred with that of Abraham.

15
1 O reasoning of the sons, lord over the emotions, and religion more

desirable to amother than children!
2Themother, when two things were set before her, religion and the safety

of her seven sons for a time, on the conditional promise of a tyrant,
3 rather elected the religion which according to God preserves to eternal

life.
4 Inwhatwaycan Idescribeethically theaffectionsofparents toward their

children, the resemblance of soul and of form impressed into the small type
of a child in a wonderful manner, especially through the greater sympathy
of mothers with the feelings of those born of them!

5For by howmuchmothers are by natureweak in disposition and prolific
in offspring, by somuch the fonder they are of children.

6Of all mothers, themother of the sevenwas the fondest of children, who
in seven childbirths had deeply engendered love toward them.

7 Through her many pains undergone in connection with each one, she
was compelled to feel sympathy with them;

8 yet, through fear of God, she neglected the temporary salvation of her
children.

9 Not only so, but on account of the excellent disposition to the law, her
maternal affection toward themwas increased.

10 For they were both just and temperate, and courageous, high-minded,
fond of their kindred, and so fond of their mother that even to death they
obeyed her by observing the law.
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11 Yet, though there were so many circumstances connected with love of
children to draw on amother to sympathy, in the case of none of themwere
the various tortures able to pervert her principle.

12 But she inclined each one separately and all together to death for
religion.

13Oholy nature and parental feeling, and reward of bringing up children,
and unconquerable maternal affection!

14At the racking and roasting of each one of them, the observant mother
was prevented by religion from changing.

15 She saw her children’s flesh dissolving around the fire, and their
extremities quivering on the ground, and the flesh of their heads dropped
forward down to their beards, like masks.

16O youmother, whowas tried at this timewith bitterer pangs than those
at birth!

17O you only womanwho have produced perfect holiness!
18 Your firstborn, expiring, didn’t turn you, nor the second, looking

miserable in his torments, nor the third, breathing out his soul.
19Youdidn’tweepwhen you saweach of their eyes looking sternly at their

tortures, and their nostrils foreboding death!
20When you saw children’s flesh heaped upon children’s flesh that had

been torn off, heads decapitated upon heads, dead falling upon the dead,
and a choir of children turned through torture into a burying ground, you
didn’t lament.

21Not so do siren melodies or songs of swans attract the hearers to listen-
ing, O voices of children calling on yourmother in themidst of torments!

22 With what and what manner of torments was the mother herself
tortured, as her sons were undergoing the wheel and the fires!

23 But religious reasoning, having strengthened her courage in the midst
of sufferings, enabled her to forego, for the time, parental love.

24 Although seeing the destruction of seven children, the noble mother,
after one embrace, stripped off her feelings through faith in God.

25 For just as in a council room, seeing in her own soul vehement coun-
selors, nature and parentage and love of her children, and the racking of
her children,

26 she holding two votes, one for the death, the other for the preservation
of her children,

27 didn’t lean to that which would have saved her children for the safety
of a brief space.

28But this daughter of Abraham remembered his holy fortitude.
29O holy mother of a nation, avenger of the law, defender of religion, and

prime bearer in the battle of the affections!
30O you nobler in endurance thanmales, andmore courageous thanmen

in perseverance!
31 For like Noah’s ship, bearing the world in the world-filling flood, bore

up against the waves,
32 so you, the guardian of the law, when surrounded on every side by the

flood of emotions, and assaulted by violent stormswhichwere the torments
of your children, bore up nobly against the storms against religion.
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16
1 If, then, even a woman, and that an aged one, and the mother of seven

children, endured to see her children’s torments even to death, it must be
admitted that religious reasoning is master even of the emotions.

2 I haveproved, then, that not onlymenhaveobtained themastery of their
emotions, but also that a woman despised the greatest torments.

3 The lions around Daniel were not so fierce, nor the furnace of Misael
burning with most vehement fires as that natural love of children burned
within her, when she saw her seven sons tortured.

4 But with the reasoning of religion the mother quenched emotions so
great and powerful.

5For wemust consider also this: that, had the woman been faint hearted,
as being their mother, she would have lamented over them, and perhaps
might have spoken thus:

6 “Ah! I am wretched and many times miserable, who having born seven
sons, have become themother of none.

7 O seven useless childbirths, and seven profitless periods of labor, and
fruitless givings of suck, andmiserable nursings at the breast.

8Vainly, for your sakes, O sons, have I enduredmany pangs, and themore
difficult anxieties of rearing.

9 Alas, of my children, some of you unmarried, and some who have
married to no profit, I will not see your children, nor have the joy of being a
grandmother.

10Ah, that I who had many and fair children, should be a lone widow full
of sorrows!

11Nor, should I die, will I have a son to bury me.” But with such a lament
as this, the holy and God-fearingmother wept for none of them.

12Nor did she divert any of them from death, nor grieve for them as for
the dead.

13But as one possessed with an adamant mind, and as one bringing forth
againher full number of sons to immortality, she rather urged them todeath
on behalf of religion.

14 O woman, soldier of God for religion, you, aged and a female, have
conquered through endurance even a tyrant; and even though weak, have
been foundmore powerful in deeds and words.

15 For when you were seized along with your children, you stood looking
at Eleazar in torture, and said to your sons in the Hebrew tongue,

16 “O sons, the contest is noble, to which you being called as a witness for
the nation, strive zealously for the laws of your country.

17For it would be disgraceful if this oldman endured pains for the sake of
righteousness, and that youwhoareyoungerwouldbeafraidof the tortures.

18Remember that through God, you obtained existence and have enjoyed
it.

19Therefore, you ought to bear every affliction because of God.
20For him also our father Abrahamwas zealous to sacrifice Isaac our pro-

genitor, and didn’t shudder at the sight of his ownpaternal hand descending
downwith the sword upon him.

21 The righteous Daniel was cast to the lions; and Ananias, Azarias, and
Misael were hurled into a fiery furnace, yet they endured through God.

22You, then, having the same faith toward God, don’t be troubled.
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23 For it is unreasonable that they who know religion wouldn’t stand up
against troubles.

24With these arguments, themother of seven, exhorting each of her sons,
encouraged and persuaded them not to transgress God’s commandment.

25They saw this, too, that thosewhodie for God, live to God, like Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and all the patriarchs.

17
1 Some of the spearbearers said that when she herself was about to be

seized for the purpose of being put to death, she threw herself on the pile,
rather than let them touch her body.

2O you mother, who together with seven children destroyed the violence
of the tyrant, and rendered void his wicked intentions, and exhibited the
nobleness of faith!

3For you, like a house bravely built on the pillar of your children, bore the
shock of tortures without swaying.

4Cheer up, therefore, O holy-minded mother! Hold the firm hope of your
steadfastness with God.

5Not so gracious does the moon appear with the stars in heaven, as you
are established as honorable before God, andfixed in the skywith your sons
whom you illuminated with religion to the stars.

6For your bearing of childrenwas after themanner of a child of Abraham.
7 If it were lawful for us to paint as on a tablet the religion of your story,

the spectators wouldn’t shudder at seeing the mother of seven children
enduring for the sake of religion various tortures even to death.

8 It would have been a worthwhile thing to have inscribed on the tomb
itself these words as amemorial to those of the nation,

9 “Here an aged priest, and an aged woman, and seven sons, are buried
through the violence of a tyrant, who wished to destroy the society of the
Hebrews.

10These also avenged their nation, looking to God, and enduring torments
to death.”

11For it was truly a divine contest which was carried through by them.
12 For at that time virtue presided over the contest, approving the victory

through endurance, namely, immortality, eternal life.
13 Eleazar was the first to contend. The mother of the seven children

entered the contest, and the kindred contended.
14 The tyrant was the antagonist; and the world and living men were the

spectators.
15Reverence for God conquered, and crowned her own athletes.
16Who didn’t admire those champions of true legislation? Who were not

amazed?
17The tyrant himself, and all their council, admired their endurance,
18 through which, they also now stand beside the divine throne and live a

blessed life.
19ForMoses says, “All the saints are under your hands.”
20 These, therefore, having been sanctified through God, have been hon-

ored not only with this honor, but that also by the fact that because of them,
the enemy didn’t overcome our nation.

21That tyrant was punished and their country purified.
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22 For they became the ransom to the sin of the nation. The Divine
Providence saved Israel, which was afflicted before, by the blood of those
pious ones and the death that appeased wrath.

23 For the tyrant Antiochus, looking to their courageous virtue and to
their endurance in torture, proclaimed that endurance as an example to his
soldiers.

24Theyproved to be to himnoble andbrave for landbattles and for sieges;
and he conquered and stormed the towns of all his enemies.

18
1O Israelite children, descendants of the seed of Abraham, obey this law

and in every way be religious,
2 knowing that religious reasoning is lord of the emotions, and those not

only inward but outward.
3Therefore those people who gave up their bodies to pains for the sake of

religionwerenot only admiredbymen, butwere deemedworthy of a divine
portion.

4 The nation through them obtained peace, and having renewed the
observance of the law in their country, drove the enemy out of the land.

5The tyrant Antiochus was both punished on earth, and is punished now
that he is dead; for when he was quite unable to compel the Israelites to
adopt foreign customs, and to desert themanner of life of their fathers,

6 then, departing from Jerusalem, hemade war against the Persians.
7 The righteous mother of the seven children spoke also as follows to her

offspring: “I was a pure virgin, and didn’t go beyond my father’s house, but
I took care of the rib fromwhich womanwasmade.

8Nodestroyer of the desert or ravisher of the plain injuredme, nor did the
destructive, deceitful snakemakeplunderofmychaste virginity. I remained
withmy husband during the time of mymaturity.

9When these, my children, arrived at maturity, their father died. He was
blessed! For having sought out a life of fertility in children, he was not
grieved with a period of loss of children.

10He used to teach you, when yet with you, the law and the prophets.
11He used to read to you about the slaying of Abel by Cain, the offering up

of Isaac, and the imprisonment of Joseph.
12 He used to tell you of the zealous Phinehas, and informed you of

Ananias, Azarias, andMisael in the fire.
13He used to glorify Daniel, who was in the den of lions, and pronounce

him blessed.
14He used to remind you of the scripture of Esaias, which says, “Even if

you pass through the fire, it won’t burn you.”
15 He chanted to you David, the hymn writer, who says, “Many are the

afflictions of the just.”
16Hedeclared the proverbs of Solomon,who says, “He is a tree of life to all

those who do His will.”
17He used to confirmwhat Ezekiel said: “Will these dry bones live?”
18 For he didn’t forget the song which Moses taught, proclaiming, “I will

kill, and I will make alive.”
19This is our life and the length of our days.
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20O that bitter, and yet not bitter, daywhen the bitter tyrant of the Greeks,
quenching fire with fire in his cruel caldrons, brought with boiling rage the
seven sons of the daughter of Abraham to the rack, and to all his torments!

21Hepierced theballs of their eyes, andcutout their tongues, andput them
to death with varied tortures.

22 Therefore divine retribution pursued and will pursue the pestilent
wretch.

23 But the children of Abraham, with their victorious mother, are assem-
bled together to the choir of their father, having received pure and immortal
souls from God.

24To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,* the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

2Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac became the father of Jacob.
Jacob became the father of Judah and his brothers.

3 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the
father of Hezron. Hezron became the father of Ram.

4Ram became the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father
of Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmon.

5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father of
Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse.

6 Jesse became the father of KingDavid. David the king†became the father
of Solomon by her who had been Uriah’s wife.

7Solomon became the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam became the father
of Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa.

8Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became the father of
Joram. Joram became the father of Uzziah.

9Uzziah became the father of Jotham. Jotham became the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz became the father of Hezekiah.

10Hezekiah became the father ofManasseh. Manasseh became the father
of Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah.

11 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah andhis brothers at the time of the
exile to Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of
Eliakim. Eliakim became the father of Azor.

14 Azor became the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim.
Achim became the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of
Matthan. Matthan became the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom
was born Jesus,‡who is called Christ.

17So all the generations fromAbraham toDavid are fourteen generations;
from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the
carrying away to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this: After his mother, Mary, was
engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by
the Holy Spirit.

19 Joseph, herhusband, beinga righteousman, andnotwilling tomakeher
a public example, intended to put her away secretly.

20But when he thought about these things, behold,§ an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to
* 1:1 Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One” † 1:6 NU omits “the king”.
‡ 1:16 “Jesus”means “Salvation”. § 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, takenotice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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take to yourself Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit.

21 She shall give birth to a son. You shall name him Jesus,* for it is he who
shall save his people from their sins.”

22Now all this has happened that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,

and shall give birth to a son.
They shall call his name Immanuel,”

which is, being interpreted, “Godwith us.”✡
24 Josepharose fromhis sleep, anddidas theangel of theLordcommanded

him, and took his wife to himself;
25 and didn’t know her sexually until she had given birth to her firstborn

son. He named him Jesus.

2
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King

Herod, behold, wise men* from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
2“Where is hewho is bornKing of the Jews? Forwe sawhis star in the east,

and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalemwith him.
4Gathering togetherall the chief priests and scribesof thepeople, heasked

themwhere the Christ would be born.
5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is written through the

prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in no way least among the princes of Judah;
for out of you shall come a governor

who shall shepherdmy people, Israel.’ ”✡
7ThenHerod secretly called thewisemen, and learned from themexactly

what time the star appeared.
8He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the

young child. When you have found him, bring me word, so that I also may
come andworship him.”

9They, having heard the king, went their way; and behold, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before them until it came and stood over where
the young child was.

10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.
11 They came into the house and saw the young child with Mary, his

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Opening their treasures,
they offered to him gifts: gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12Beingwarned in a dreamnot to return toHerod, theywent back to their
own country another way.

13Nowwhen they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young child and his mother,
and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him.”
* 1:21 “Jesus” means “Salvation”. ✡ 1:23 Isaiah 7:14 * 2:1 The word for “wise men” (magoi)
can alsomean teachers, scientists, physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers.
✡ 2:6 Micah 5:2
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14Hearose and took the young child andhismother bynight anddeparted
into Egypt,

15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called
my son.”✡

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was
exceedingly angry, and sent out and killed all themale childrenwhowere in
Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old and
under, according to the exact timewhich he had learned from thewisemen.

17 Then that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled,
saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are nomore.”✡

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,

20 “Arise and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of
Israel, for those who sought the young child’s life are dead.”

21He arose and took the young child and his mother, and came into the
land of Israel.

22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in the place
of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. Being warned in a dream, he
withdrew into the region of Galilee,

23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken through the prophets that he will be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days, John the Baptizer came, preaching in the wilderness of

Judea, saying,
2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!”
3For this is he whowas spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
make the way of the Lord ready!
Make his paths straight!”✡

4Now John himself wore clothingmade of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the
Jordan went out to him.

6They were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his

baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?

8Therefore produce fruit worthy of repentance!
9Don’t think to yourselves, ‘Wehave Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you

that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
10 Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that

doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down, and cast into the fire.
✡ 2:15 Hosea 11:1 ✡ 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15 ✡ 3:3 Isaiah 40:3
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11 “I indeed baptize you in water for repentance, but he who comes after
me ismightier than I,whose sandals I amnotworthy to carry. Hewill baptize
you in the Holy Spirit.*

12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his
threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will
burn upwith unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan† to John, to be baptized by
him.

14 But John would have hindered him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and you come tome?”

15But Jesus, answering, said tohim, “Allow it now, for this is thefittingway
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from the water: and be-
hold, the heavens were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God descending
as a dove, and coming on him.

17 Behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I amwell pleased.”

4
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by

the devil.
2 When he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry after-

ward.
3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command

that these stones become bread.”
4But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that proceeds out of God’s mouth.’ ”✡
5Then the devil took him into the holy city. He set him on the pinnacle of

the temple,
6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is

written,
‘Hewill command his angels concerning you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you don’t dash your foot against a stone.’ ”✡
7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written, ‘You shall not test the Lord, your

God.’ ”✡
8Again, the devil took him to an exceedingly high mountain, and showed

him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
9He said to him, “Iwill give you all of these things, if youwill fall downand

worshipme.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind me,* Satan! For it is written, ‘You

shall worship the Lord your God, and you shall serve him only.’ ” ✡
11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and served him.
12 Now when Jesus heard that John was delivered up, he withdrew into

Galilee.
13LeavingNazareth, he cameand lived in Capernaum,which is by the sea,

in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,

* 3:11 TR and NU add “and with fire” † 3:13 i.e., the Jordan River ✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3
✡ 4:6 Psalms 91:11-12 ✡ 4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:10 TR and NU read “Go away” instead of
“Get behindme” ✡ 4:10 Deuteronomy 6:13
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14 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah the prophet,
saying,
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

toward the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sat in darkness saw a great light;
to those who sat in the region and shadow of death,
to them light has dawned.”✡

17 From that time, Jesus began to preach, and to say, “Repent! For the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

18Walkingby the seaofGalilee, he† saw twobrothers: Simon,who is called
Peter, and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen.

19He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers for men.”
20They immediately left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of

Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets. He called them.

22They immediately left the boat and their father, and followed him.
23 Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching

theGoodNewsof theKingdom, andhealingeverydiseaseandeverysickness
among the people.

24 The report about him went out into all Syria. They brought to him all
whowere sick, afflictedwith various diseases and torments, possessedwith
demons, epileptics, and paralytics; and he healed them.

25 Great multitudes from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan followed him.

5
1 Seeing the multitudes, he went up onto the mountain. When he had sat

down, his disciples came to him.
2He opened his mouth and taught them, saying,

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.✡

4Blessed are those whomourn,
for they shall be comforted.✡

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the earth.*✡

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled.

7Blessed are themerciful,
for they shall obtainmercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of God.

10Blessed are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
✡ 4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2 † 4:18 TR reads “Jesus” instead of “he” ✡ 5:3 Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 ✡ 5:4
Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13 * 5:5 or, land. ✡ 5:5 Psalms 37:11
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for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people reproach you, persecute you, and say all

kinds of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
12Rejoice, andbe exceedingly glad, for great is your reward inheaven. For

that is how they persecuted the prophets whowere before you.
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has lost its flavor, with what

will it be salted? It is then good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden
under the feet of men.

14You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill can’t be hidden.
15Neither do you light a lamp and put it under ameasuring basket, but on

a stand; and it shines to all who are in the house.
16 Even so, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good

works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
17 “Don’t think that I came to destroy the lawor the prophets. I didn’t come

to destroy, but to fulfill.
18Formost certainly, I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not even

one smallest letter† or one tiny pen stroke‡ shall in any way pass away from
the law, until all things are accomplished.

19Therefore, whoever shall break one of these least commandments and
teach others to do so, shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven; but
whoever shall do and teach them shall be called great in the Kingdom of
Heaven.

20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, there is no way youwill enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to the ancient ones, ‘You shall not
murder;’✡ and ‘Whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’

22 But I tell you that everyone who is angry with his brother without a
cause § will be in danger of the judgment. Whoever says to his brother,
‘Raca!’ * will be in danger of the council. Whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in
danger of the fire of Gehenna.†

23 “If therefore you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has anything against you,

24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

25Agree with your adversary quickly while you are with him on the way;
lest perhaps the prosecutor deliver you to the judge, and the judge deliver
you to the officer, and you be cast into prison.

26Most certainly I tell you, you shall by nomeans get out of there until you
have paid the last penny.‡

27 “You have heard that it was said, § ‘You shall not commit adultery;’✡
28 but I tell you that everyone who gazes at a woman to lust after her has

committed adultery with her already in his heart.

† 5:18 literally, iota ‡ 5:18 or, serif ✡ 5:21 Exodus 20:13 § 5:22 NU omits “without a
cause”. * 5:22 “Raca” is an Aramaic insult, related to theword for “empty” and conveying the idea
of empty-headedness. † 5:22 or, Hell ‡ 5:26 literally, kodrantes. A kodranteswas a small copper
coin worth about 2 lepta (widow’s mites)—not enough to buy very much of anything. § 5:27 TR
adds “to the ancients”. ✡ 5:27 Exodus 20:14
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29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and throw it away
from you. For it is more profitable for you that one of yourmembers should
perish than for your whole body to be cast into Gehenna.*

30 If your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off, and throw it away
from you. For it is more profitable for you that one of yourmembers should
perish, than for your whole body to be cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a
writing of divorce,’✡

32 but I tell you that whoever puts away his wife, except for the cause of
sexual immorality,makesheranadulteress; andwhoevermarriesherwhen
she is put away commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to the ancient ones, ‘You shall not
make false vows, but shall perform to the Lord your vows,’✡

34but I tell you, don’t swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is the throne of
God;

35nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King.

36Neither shall you swear by your head, for you can’tmake onehairwhite
or black.

37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’ Whatever is more than
these is of the evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.’✡

39 But I tell you, don’t resist him who is evil; but whoever strikes you on
your right cheek, turn to him the other also.

40 If anyone sues you to take away your coat, let himhave your cloak also.
41Whoever compels you to go onemile, go with him two.
42 Give to him who asks you, and don’t turn away him who desires to

borrow from you.
43“Youhaveheard that itwas said, ‘Youshall loveyourneighbor ✡andhate

your enemy.’‡
44But I tell you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to

thosewhohate you, andpray for thosewhomistreat youandpersecute you,
45 that youmay be children of your Fatherwho is in heaven. For hemakes

his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the
unjust.

46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Don’t
even the tax collectors do the same?

47 If you only greet your friends, what more do you do than others? Don’t
even the tax collectors§ do the same?

48Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful that you don’t do your charitable giving* before men, to

be seen by them, or else you have no reward from your Father who is in
heaven.
* 5:29 or, Hell † 5:30 or, Hell ✡ 5:31 Deuteronomy24:1 ✡ 5:33 Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy
23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4 ✡ 5:38 Exodus21:24; Leviticus24:20; Deuteronomy19:21 ✡ 5:43 Leviticus
19:18 ‡ 5:43 not in the Bible, but see Qumran Manual of Discipline Ix, 21-26 § 5:47 NU reads
“Gentiles” instead of “tax collectors”. * 6:1 NU reads “acts of righteousness” instead of “charitable
giving”
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2 Therefore, when you do merciful deeds, don’t sound a trumpet before
yourself, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may get glory from men. Most certainly I tell you, they have received their
reward.

3Butwhenyoudomerciful deeds, don’t let your left handknowwhat your
right hand does,

4 so that your merciful deeds may be in secret, then your Father who sees
in secret will reward you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites, for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may
be seen bymen. Most certainly, I tell you, they have received their reward.

6 But you, when you pray, enter into your inner room, and having shut
your door, pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you openly.

7 In praying, don’t use vain repetitions as the Gentiles do; for they think
that they will be heard for their much speaking.

8 Therefore don’t be like them, for your Father knows what things you
need before you ask him.

9Pray like this:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.
10Let your Kingdom come.

Let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread.
12Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our debtors.
13Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.’†

14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you.

15 But if you don’t forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.

16 “Moreover when you fast, don’t be like the hypocrites, with sad faces.
For they disfigure their faces that they may be seen by men to be fasting.
Most certainly I tell you, they have received their reward.

17But you, when you fast, anoint your head andwash your face,
18 so that you are not seen bymen to be fasting, but by your Father who is

in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.
19“Don’t layup treasures for yourselves on the earth,wheremothand rust

consume, and where thieves break through and steal;
20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor

rust consume, and where thieves don’t break through and steal;
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is sound, your

whole body will be full of light.
23 But if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If

therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

† 6:13 NU omits “For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”
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24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can’t
serve both God andMammon.

25 Therefore I tell you, don’t be anxious for your life: what you will eat,
or what you will drink; nor yet for your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life
more than food, and the bodymore than clothing?

26 See the birds of the sky, that they don’t sow, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you of much
more value than they?

27 “Which of you by being anxious, can add onemoment‡ to his lifespan?
28Whyareyouanxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of thefield, how

they grow. They don’t toil, neither do they spin,
29yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his glory was not dressed like one

of these.
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today exists and

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, won’t he much more clothe you, you of
little faith?

31 “Therefore don’t be anxious, saying, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will we
drink?’ or, ‘With what will we be clothed?’

32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things; for your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things.

33But seek first God’s Kingdom and his righteousness; and all these things
will be given to you as well.

34Therefore don’t be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrowwill be anxious
for itself. Each day’s own evil is sufficient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged.
2 For with whatever judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with

whatever measure youmeasure, it will be measured to you.
3Whydo you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but don’t consider

the beam that is in your own eye?
4Or how will you tell your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your

eye,’ and behold, the beam is in your own eye?
5You hypocrite! First remove the beam out of your own eye, and then you

can see clearly to remove the speck out of your brother’s eye.
6 “Don’t give that which is holy to the dogs, neither throw your pearls

before the pigs, lest perhaps they trample them under their feet, and turn
and tear you to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will
be opened for you.

8For everyonewho asks receives. Hewho seeks finds. To himwho knocks
it will be opened.

9Or who is there among you who, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone?

10Or if he asks for a fish, whowill give him a serpent?
11 If you then, being evil, knowhow to give goodgifts to your children, how

muchmorewill your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask him!
‡ 6:27 literally, cubit
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12 Therefore, whatever you desire for men to do to you, you shall also do
to them; for this is the law and the prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are manywho enter in by it.

14How*narrowis thegateand theway is restricted that leads to life! There
are fewwho find it.

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravening wolves.

16By their fruits youwill know them. Do you gather grapes from thorns or
figs from thistles?

17 Even so, every good tree produces good fruit, but the corrupt tree
produces evil fruit.

18A good tree can’t produce evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree produce
good fruit.

19Every tree that doesn’t grow good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.

20Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
21 “Not everyonewho says tome, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom

of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
22Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your

name, in your name cast out demons, and in your name do many mighty
works?’

23Then Iwill tell them, ‘I never knew you. Depart fromme, youwhowork
iniquity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who hears these words of mine and does them, I
will liken him to a wise manwho built his house on a rock.

25 The rain came down, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it didn’t fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26 Everyone who hears these words of mine and doesn’t do them will be
like a foolishmanwho built his house on the sand.

27 The rain came down, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it fell—and its fall was great.”

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the multitudes were
astonished at his teaching,

29 for he taught themwith authority, and not like the scribes.

8
1Whenhe camedown from themountain, greatmultitudes followedhim.
2 Behold, a leper came to him and worshiped him, saying, “Lord, if you

want to, you canmakeme clean.”
3 Jesus stretchedouthishandand touchedhim, saying, “Iwant to. Bemade

clean.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 Jesus said to him, “See that you tell nobody; but go, show yourself to the

priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
5Whenhe came into Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking him for

help,
6 saying, “Lord, my servant lies in the house paralyzed, grievously tor-

mented.”
7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

* 7:14 TR reads “Because” instead of “How”
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8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I’m not worthy for you to come under
my roof. Just say the word, andmy servant will be healed.

9For I am also a man under authority, having under myself soldiers. I tell
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and tell another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and tell
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, hemarveled and said to thosewho followed, “Most
certainly I tell you, I haven’t found so great a faith, not even in Israel.

11 I tell you that many will come from the east and the west, and will sit
downwith Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven,

12 but the children of the Kingdom will be thrown out into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

13 Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way. Let it be done for you as you
have believed.” His servant was healed in that hour.

14When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’smother lying sick
with a fever.

15He touched her hand, and the fever left her. So she got up and served
him.*

16Whenevening came, theybrought tohimmanypossessedwithdemons.
He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick,

17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah the prophet,
saying, “He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.”✡

18Nowwhen Jesus saw greatmultitudes around him, he gave the order to
depart to the other side.

19A scribe came and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow youwherever you
go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the sky have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

21Another of his disciples said to him, “Lord, allowme first to go and bury
my father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Followme, and leave the dead to bury their own
dead.”

23When he got into a boat, his disciples followed him.
24Behold, a violent storm came up on the sea, so much that the boat was

covered with the waves; but he was asleep.
25The disciples came to him andwoke him up, saying, “Save us, Lord! We

are dying!”
26He said to them, “Whyare you fearful, O you of little faith?” Thenhe got

up, rebuked the wind and the sea, and there was a great calm.
27Themenmarveled, saying, “Whatkindofman is this, that even thewind

and the sea obey him?”
28When he came to the other side, into the country of the Gergesenes,†

two people possessed by demons met him there, coming out of the tombs,
exceedingly fierce, so that nobody could pass that way.

29Behold, they cried out, saying, “What do we have to do with you, Jesus,
Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?”

30Now there was a herd of many pigs feeding far away from them.
31Thedemonsbeggedhim, saying, “If you cast us out, permit us to go away

into the herd of pigs.”
* 8:15 TR reads “them” instead of “him” ✡ 8:17 Isaiah 53:4 † 8:28 NU reads “Gadarenes”
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32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out andwent into the herd of pigs; and behold, thewhole herd

of pigs rushed down the cliff into the sea and died in the water.
33 Those who fed them fled and went away into the city and told every-

thing, including what happened to those whowere possessed with demons.
34 Behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus. When they saw him, they

begged that he would depart from their borders.

9
1He entered into a boat and crossed over, and came into his own city.
2 Behold, they brought to him a man who was paralyzed, lying on a bed.

Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, cheer up! Your sins are
forgiven you.”

3Behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man blasphemes.”
4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your

hearts?
5For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and

walk’?
6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to

forgive sins—” (then he said to the paralytic), “Get up, and take up yourmat,
and go to your house.”

7He arose and departed to his house.
8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who

had given such authority to men.
9As Jesus passed by from there, he sawaman calledMatthew sitting at the

tax collection office. He said to him, “Follow me.” He got up and followed
him.

10Ashe sat in thehouse, behold,many tax collectors and sinners cameand
sat downwith Jesus and his disciples.

11When the Pharisees saw it, they said to his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are healthy have no
need for a physician, but those who are sick do.

13 But you go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’✡ for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”*

14Then John’sdisciples came tohim, saying, “Whydoweand thePharisees
fast often, but your disciples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroommourn as long as
the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom
will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.

16No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch
would tear away from the garment, and a worse hole is made.

17 Neither do people put new wine into old wine skins, or else the skins
would burst, and thewine be spilled, and the skins ruined. No, they put new
wine into fresh wine skins, and both are preserved.”

18While he told these things to them, behold, a ruler came andworshiped
him, saying, “Mydaughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her,
and she will live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him, as did his disciples.

✡ 9:13 Hosea 6:6 * 9:13 NU omits “to repentance”.
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20 Behold, a woman who had a discharge of blood for twelve years came
behind him, and touched the fringe† of his garment;

21 for she said within herself, “If I just touch his garment, I will be made
well.”

22 But Jesus, turning around and seeing her, said, “Daughter, cheer up!
Your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that
hour.

23When Jesus came into the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and
the crowd in noisy disorder,

24he said to them, “Make room, because the girl isn’t dead, but sleeping.”
They were ridiculing him.
25But when the crowd was sent out, he entered in, took her by the hand,

and the girl arose.
26The report of this went out into all that land.
27As Jesus passed by from there, two blind men followed him, calling out

and saying, “Havemercy on us, son of David!”
28Whenhehadcome into thehouse, theblindmencame tohim. Jesus said

to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done

to you.”
30 Then their eyes were opened. Jesus strictly commanded them, saying,

“See that no one knows about this.”
31But they went out and spread abroad his fame in all that land.
32As they went out, behold, a mute man who was demon possessed was

brought to him.
33 When the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke. The multitudes

marveled, saying, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!”
34 But the Pharisees said, “By the prince of the demons, he casts out

demons.”
35 Jesus went about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their syn-

agogues and preaching the Good News of the Kingdom, and healing every
disease and every sickness among the people.

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for
them because they were harassed‡ and scattered, like sheep without a
shepherd.

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest indeed is plentiful, but the
laborers are few.

38 Pray therefore that the Lord of the harvest will send out laborers into
his harvest.”

10
1He called to himself his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every
sickness.

2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these. The first, Simon, who
is called Peter; Andrew, his brother; James the son of Zebedee; John, his
brother;

3Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas; Matthew the tax collector; James the son
of Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, who was also called* Thaddaeus;
† 9:20 or, tassel ‡ 9:36 TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” * 10:3 NU omits “Lebbaeus,
who was also called”
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4 Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
5 Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, saying, “Don’t go

among the Gentiles, and don’t enter into any city of the Samaritans.
6Rather, go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7As you go, preach, saying, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!’
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,† and cast out demons. Freely you

received, so freely give.
9Don’t take any gold, silver, or brass in yourmoney belts.
10 Take no bag for your journey, neither two coats, nor sandals, nor staff:

for the laborer is worthy of his food.
11 Into whatever city or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and

stay there until you go on.
12As you enter into the household, greet it.
13 If thehousehold isworthy, let yourpeace comeon it, but if it isn’tworthy,

let your peace return to you.
14Whoever doesn’t receive you or hear your words, as you go out of that

house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.
15Most certainly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom

and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.
16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep among wolves. Therefore be wise as

serpents and harmless as doves.
17But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils, and in their

synagogues they will scourge you.
18Yes, and youwill be brought before governors andkings formy sake, for

a testimony to them and to the nations.
19 But when they deliver you up, don’t be anxious how or what you will

say, for it will be given you in that hour what you will say.
20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in

you.
21 “Brother will deliver up brother to death, and the father his child.

Children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.
22Youwill be hated by all men formy name’s sake, but he who endures to

the end will be saved.
23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee into the next, for most

certainly I tell you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel until
the Son of Man has come.

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his lord.
25 It is enough for the disciple that he be like his teacher, and the servant

like his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul,‡ how
muchmore those of his household!

26Therefore don’t be afraid of them, for there is nothing covered that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.

27What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear
whispered in the ear, proclaim on the housetops.

28Don’t be afraid of thosewhokill the body, but arenot able to kill the soul.
Rather, fear himwho is able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.§

† 10:8 TR adds “raise the dead,” ‡ 10:25 Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil § 10:28 or, Hell.
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29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for an assarion coin?* Not one of them falls
to the ground apart from your Father’s will.

30But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
31Therefore don’t be afraid. You are of more value thanmany sparrows.
32 Everyone therefore who confesses me before men, I will also confess

him before my Father who is in heaven.
33 But whoever denies me before men, I will also deny him before my

Father who is in heaven.
34 “Don’t think that I came to sendpeace on the earth. I didn’t come to send

peace, but a sword.
35For I came to set aman at odds against his father, and a daughter against

her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
36Aman’s foes will be those of his own household.✡
37He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and

he who loves son or daughter more thanme isn’t worthy of me.
38Hewho doesn’t take his cross and follow after me isn’t worthy of me.
39He who seeks his life will lose it; and he who loses his life for my sake

will find it.
40“Hewhoreceives you receivesme, andhewhoreceivesmereceiveshim

who sent me.
41 He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a

prophet’s reward. He who receives a righteous man in the name of a
righteous manwill receive a righteous man’s reward.

42Whoever gives one of these little ones just a cup of cold water to drink
in the name of a disciple, most certainly I tell you, he will in no way lose his
reward.”

11
1When Jesus hadfinished directing his twelve disciples, he departed from

there to teach and preach in their cities.
2Now when John heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of

his disciples
3and said to him, “Are you hewho comes, or shouldwe look for another?”
4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and

see:
5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the

deaf hear,✡ the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached
to them.✡

6Blessed is he who finds no occasion for stumbling inme.”
7As these went their way, Jesus began to say to themultitudes concerning

John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind?

8Butwhat did yougoout to see? Aman in soft clothing? Behold, thosewho
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

9Butwhy did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, andmuchmore
than a prophet.

10For this is he, ofwhom it iswritten, ‘Behold, I sendmymessenger before
your face, who will prepare your way before you.’✡
* 10:29 An assarion is a small coin worth one tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of a denarius. An
assarion is approximately the wages of one half hour of agricultural labor. ✡ 10:36 Micah 7:6
✡ 11:5 Isaiah 35:5 ✡ 11:5 Isaiah 61:1-4 ✡ 11:10 Malachi 3:1
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11Most certainly I tell you, among thosewho are born ofwomen there has
not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptizer; yet he who is least in the
Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.

12 From the days of John the Baptizer until now, the Kingdom of Heaven
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.*

13For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.
14 If you are willing to receive it, this is Elijah, who is to come.
15Hewho has ears to hear, let him hear.
16 “But towhat shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in

themarketplaces, who call to their companions
17and say, ‘Weplayed theflute for you, and youdidn’t dance. Wemourned

for you, and you didn’t lament.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a

demon.’
19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a

gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But
wisdom is justified by her children.”†

20Then he began to denounce the cities inwhichmost of hismightyworks
had been done, because they didn’t repent.

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works
had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of
judgment than for you.

23You, Capernaum,who are exalted to heaven, youwill go down toHades.
‡ For if the mighty works had been done in Sodomwhich were done in you,
it would have remained until today.

24But I tell you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on the
day of judgment, than for you.”

25 At that time, Jesus answered, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you hid these things from the wise and understanding, and
revealed them to infants.

26Yes, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in your sight.
27 All things have been delivered to me by my Father. No one knows the

Son, except the Father; neither does anyone know the Father, except the Son
and he to whom the Son desires to reveal him.

28“Come tome, all youwho labor andareheavily burdened, and Iwill give
you rest.

29Takemy yoke upon you and learn fromme, for I am gentle and humble
in heart; and you will find rest for your souls.

30Formy yoke is easy, andmy burden is light.”
12

1At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the grain fields. His
disciples were hungry and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat.

2But the Pharisees, when they saw it, said to him, “Behold, your disciples
do what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.”

3 But he said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he was
hungry, and those whowere with him:
* 11:12 or, plunder it. † 11:19 NU reads “actions” instead of “children” ‡ 11:23 or, Hell
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4how he entered into God’s house and ate the show bread, which was not
lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but only for the
priests?✡

5Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath day the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?

6But I tell you that one greater than the temple is here.
7But if youhadknownwhat thismeans, ‘I desiremercy, andnot sacrifice,’✡

you wouldn’t have condemned the guiltless.
8For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
9He departed from there and went into their synagogue.
10And behold, therewas amanwith awithered hand. They asked him, “Is

it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” so that theymight accuse him.
11He said to them, “Whatman is there among youwhohas one sheep, and

if this one falls into a pit on the Sabbath day, won’t he grab on to it and lift it
out?

12 Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is
lawful to do good on the Sabbath day.”

13Then he told the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out; and
it was restored whole, just like the other.

14But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how they might
destroy him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, withdrew from there. Great multitudes followed
him; and he healed them all,

16and commanded them that they should not make him known,
17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah the prophet,

saying,
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,

my beloved in whommy soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit on him.

He will proclaim justice to the nations.
19Hewill not strive, nor shout,

neither will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
20Hewon’t break a bruised reed.

He won’t quench a smoking flax,
until he leads justice to victory.

21 In his name, the nations will hope.”✡
22 Then one possessed by a demon, blind and mute, was brought to him;

and he healed him, so that the blind andmuteman both spoke and saw.
23All themultitudeswereamazed, andsaid, “Can thisbe the sonofDavid?”
24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “This man does not cast out

demons except by Beelzebul, the prince of the demons.”
25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to them, “Every kingdom divided

against itself isbrought todesolation, andeverycityorhousedividedagainst
itself will not stand.

26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How thenwill his
kingdom stand?

27 If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your children cast them
out? Therefore they will be your judges.

✡ 12:4 1 Samuel 21:3-6 ✡ 12:7 Hosea 6:6 ✡ 12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4
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28 But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then God’s Kingdom has
come upon you.

29Or how can one enter into the house of the strong man and plunder his
goods, unless he first bind the strongman? Then he will plunder his house.

30 “He who is not with me is against me, and he who doesn’t gather with
me, scatters.

31Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemywill be forgivenmen, but
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgivenmen.

32Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him;
butwhoever speaksagainst theHoly Spirit, itwill not be forgivenhim, either
in this age, or in that which is to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree corrupt
and its fruit corrupt; for the tree is known by its fruit.

34You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For
out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.

35The goodman out of his good treasure* brings out good things, and the
evil man out of his evil treasure brings out evil things.

36 I tell you that every idle word that men speak, they will give account of
it in the day of judgment.

37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”

38Then certain of the scribes and Pharisees answered, “Teacher, we want
to see a sign from you.”

39But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, but no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet.

40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the huge
fish, so will the Son ofMan be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.

41Themen of Nineveh will stand up in the judgment with this generation
andwill condemnit, for theyrepentedat thepreachingof Jonah; andbehold,
someone greater than Jonah is here.

42TheQueen of the Southwill rise up in the judgmentwith this generation
and will condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, someone greater than Solomon is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he passes through
waterless places seeking rest, and doesn’t find it.

44Thenhe says, ‘I will return intomyhouse fromwhich I came;’ andwhen
he has come back, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order.

45Then he goes and takes with himself seven other spirits more evil than
he is, and they enter in and dwell there. The last state of that man becomes
worse than the first. Even so will it be also to this evil generation.”

46While hewas yet speaking to themultitudes, behold, hismother and his
brothers stood outside, seeking to speak to him.

47One said to him, “Behold, yourmother and your brothers stand outside,
seeking to speak to you.”

48But he answered him who spoke to him, “Who is my mother? Who are
my brothers?”

49He stretched out his hand toward his disciples, and said, “Behold, my
mother andmy brothers!
* 12:35 TR adds “of the heart”
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50 For whoever does the will of my Father who is in heaven, he is my
brother, and sister, andmother.”

13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the seaside.
2Great multitudes gathered to him, so that he entered into a boat and sat;

and all the multitude stood on the beach.
3Hespoke to themmany things inparables, saying, “Behold, a farmerwent

out to sow.
4 As he sowed, some seeds fell by the roadside, and the birds came and

devoured them.
5 Others fell on rocky ground, where they didn’t have much soil, and

immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of earth.
6When the sun had risen, they were scorched. Because they had no root,

they withered away.
7Others fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked them.
8 Others fell on good soil and yielded fruit: some one hundred times as

much, some sixty, and some thirty.
9Hewho has ears to hear, let him hear.”
10 The disciples came, and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in

parables?”
11 He answered them, “To you it is given to know the mysteries of the

Kingdom of Heaven, but it is not given to them.
12For whoever has, to himwill be given, and hewill have abundance; but

whoever doesn’t have, fromhimwill be taken away even thatwhich he has.
13Therefore I speak to them inparables, because seeing theydon’t see, and

hearing, they don’t hear, neither do they understand.
14 In them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says,

‘By hearing you will hear,
and will in no way understand;

Seeing you will see,
and will in no way perceive;

15 for this people’s heart has grown callous,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes;

or else perhaps theymight perceive with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,

and would turn again,
and I would heal them.’✡

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear.
17 For most certainly I tell you that many prophets and righteous men

desired to see the things which you see, and didn’t see them; and to hear
the things which you hear, and didn’t hear them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the farmer.
19When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom and doesn’t understand

it, the evil one comes and snatches away that which has been sown in his
heart. This is what was sown by the roadside.

20What was sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears the word and
immediately with joy receives it;

✡ 13:15 Isaiah 6:9-10
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21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for awhile. When oppression
or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

22What was sown among the thorns, this is he who hears the word, but
the cares of this age and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful.

23 What was sown on the good ground, this is he who hears the word
and understands it, whomost certainly bears fruit and produces, some one
hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty.”

24He set another parable before them, saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is
like amanwho sowed good seed in his field,

25 but while people slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel weeds* also
among the wheat, and went away.

26 But when the blade sprang up and produced grain, then the darnel
weeds appeared also.

27 The servants of the householder came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where did these darnel weeds come from?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
“The servants asked him, ‘Do youwant us to go and gather them up?’
29“Buthe said, ‘No, lest perhapswhile yougatherup thedarnelweeds, you

root up the wheat with them.
30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the harvest time I will

tell the reapers, “First, gatherup thedarnelweeds, andbind them inbundles
to burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”

31He set another parable before them, saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed which aman took, and sowed in his field,

32which indeed is smaller than all seeds. Butwhen it is grown, it is greater
than theherbs andbecomesa tree, so that thebirds of theair comeand lodge
in its branches.”

33He spoke another parable to them. “TheKingdomofHeaven is like yeast
which a woman took and hid in three measures† of meal, until it was all
leavened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables to themultitudes; andwithout a
parable, he didn’t speak to them,

35 that it might be fulfilledwhichwas spoken through the prophet, saying,
“I will openmymouth in parables;

I will utter things hidden from the foundation of the world.”✡
36 Then Jesus sent the multitudes away, and went into the house. His

disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the darnelweeds
of the field.”

37He answered them, “Hewho sows the good seed is the Son of Man,
38 the field is the world, the good seeds are the children of the Kingdom,

and the darnel weeds are the children of the evil one.
39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the

age, and the reapers are angels.
40As therefore the darnel weeds are gathered up and burnedwith fire; so

will it be at the end of this age.

* 13:25 darnel is aweedgrass (probablybeardeddarnel or loliumtemulentum) that looksverymuch
like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent. † 13:33 literally, three
sata. Three sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel ✡ 13:35 Psalms 78:2
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41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will gather out of his
Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and those who do iniquity,

42 and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

43Then the righteouswill shine like the sun in theKingdomof their Father.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

44“Again, theKingdomofHeaven is like treasurehidden in thefield,which
aman foundandhid. Inhis joy, he goes and sells all that hehas andbuys that
field.

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like amanwho is amerchant seeking
fine pearls,

46who having found one pearl of great price, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the
sea and gathered some fish of every kind,

48which, when it was filled, fishermen drew up on the beach. They sat
down and gathered the good into containers, but the bad they threw away.

49 So it will be in the end of the world.‡ The angels will come and separate
the wicked from among the righteous,

50 and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”

51 Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?”
They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52He said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been made a disciple

in theKingdomofHeaven is like amanwho is ahouseholder,whobrings out
of his treasure new and old things.”

53When Jesus had finished these parables, he departed from there.
54Coming into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, so that

they were astonished and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and
these mighty works?

55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother called Mary, and his
brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?§

56Aren’t all of his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all of these
things?”

57They were offended by him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his own

country and in his own house.”
58He didn’t domanymighty works there because of their unbelief.

14
1At that time, Herod the tetrarch heard the report concerning Jesus,
2 and said to his servants, “This is John the Baptizer. He is risen from the

dead. That is why these powers work in him.”
3 For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison for the

sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.
4For John said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
5When hewould have put him to death, he feared themultitude, because

they counted him as a prophet.

‡ 13:49 or, end of the age. § 13:55 or, Judah
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6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced
among them and pleased Herod.

7Therefore he promisedwith an oath to give herwhatever she should ask.
8 She, being prompted by her mother, said, “Give me here on a platter the

head of John the Baptizer.”
9 The king was grieved, but for the sake of his oaths and of those who sat

at the table with him, he commanded it to be given,
10and he sent and beheaded John in the prison.
11His head was brought on a platter and given to the young lady; and she

brought it to her mother.
12His disciples came, took thebody, andburied it. Then theywent and told

Jesus.
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a

deserted place apart. When the multitudes heard it, they followed him on
foot from the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a great multitude. He had compassion on
them and healed their sick.

15When evening had come, his disciples came to him, saying, “This place
is deserted, and the hour is already late. Send themultitudes away, that they
may go into the villages, and buy themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They don’t need to go away. You give them
something to eat.”

17They told him, “We only have here five loaves and two fish.”
18He said, “Bring them here to me.”
19He commanded themultitudes to sit down on the grass; and he took the

five loaves and the twofish, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, broke and
gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to themultitudes.

20 They all ate and were filled. They took up twelve baskets full of that
which remained left over from the broken pieces.

21Thosewhoatewere aboutfive thousandmen, in addition towomenand
children.

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of
him to the other side, while he sent themultitudes away.

23After he had sent themultitudes away, hewent up into themountain by
himself to pray. When evening had come, he was there alone.

24But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, distressed by the waves,
for the wind was contrary.

25 In the fourth watch of the night,* Jesus came to them, walking on the
sea.✡

26 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled,
saying, “It’s a ghost!” and they cried out for fear.

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Cheer up! It is I! † Don’t
be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat and walked on the waters to come to

Jesus.

* 14:25 The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately 3:00
a.m. to sunrise. ✡ 14:25 See Job 9:8 † 14:27 or, I AM!



Matthew 14:30 1650 Matthew 15:19

30Butwhenhe saw that thewindwas strong, hewas afraid, andbeginning
to sink, he cried out, saying, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32When they got up into the boat, the wind ceased.
33Those who were in the boat came and worshiped him, saying, “You are

truly the Son of God!”
34When they had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret.
35 When the people of that place recognized him, they sent into all that

surrounding region and brought to him all who were sick;
36 and they begged him that they might just touch the fringe‡ of his

garment. As many as touched it weremade whole.

15
1Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying,
2 “Whydo your disciples disobey the tradition of the elders? For they don’t

wash their hands when they eat bread.”
3He answered them, “Why do you also disobey the commandment of God

because of your tradition?
4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’✡ and, ‘He

who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.’✡
5But you say, ‘Whoever may tell his father or his mother, “Whatever help

youmight otherwise have gotten fromme is a gift devoted to God,”
6 he shall not honor his father or mother.’ You have made the command-

ment of God void because of your tradition.
7You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,

8 ‘These people draw near to mewith their mouth,
and honormewith their lips;
but their heart is far fromme.

9And they worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules made bymen.’ ”✡

10He summoned themultitude, and said to them, “Hear, and understand.
11Thatwhich enters into themouth doesn’t defile theman; but thatwhich

proceeds out of themouth, this defiles theman.”
12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the

Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”
13 But he answered, “Every plant which my heavenly Father didn’t plant

will be uprooted.
14Leave them alone. They are blind guides of the blind. If the blind guide

the blind, both will fall into a pit.”
15Peter answered him, “Explain the parable to us.”
16 So Jesus said, “Do you also still not understand?
17Don’t you understand thatwhatever goes into themouth passes into the

belly and then out of the body?
18 But the things which proceed out of the mouth come out of the heart,

and they defile theman.
19For out of theheart comeevil thoughts,murders, adulteries, sexual sins,

thefts, false testimony, and blasphemies.
‡ 14:36 or, tassel ✡ 15:4 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 15:4 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9
✡ 15:9 Isaiah 29:13
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20 These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed
hands doesn’t defile theman.”

21 Jesus went out from there and withdrew into the region of Tyre and
Sidon.

22 Behold, a Canaanite woman came out from those borders and cried,
saying, “Havemercy onme, Lord, you son of David! My daughter is severely
possessed by a demon!”

23But he answered her not a word.
His disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away; for she cries

after us.”
24But he answered, “Iwasn’t sent to anyonebut the lost sheep of the house

of Israel.”
25But she came andworshiped him, saying, “Lord, help me.”
26But he answered, “It is not appropriate to take the children’s bread and

throw it to the dogs.”
27But she said, “Yes, Lord, but even thedogseat the crumbswhich fall from

their masters’ table.”
28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Be it done to you

even as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that hour.
29 Jesus departed from there and came near to the sea of Galilee; and he

went up on themountain and sat there.
30Great multitudes came to him, having with them the lame, blind, mute,

maimed, and many others, and they put them down at his feet. He healed
them,

31 so that the multitude wondered when they saw the mute speaking, the
injured healed, the lame walking, and the blind seeing—and they glorified
the God of Israel.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples and said, “I have compassion on the
multitude, because they have continued with me now three days and have
nothing to eat. I don’t want to send them away fasting, or they might faint
on the way.”

33 The disciples said to him, “Where could we get so many loaves in a
deserted place as to satisfy so great a multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Howmany loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”
35He commanded themultitude to sit down on the ground;
36 and he took the seven loaves and the fish. He gave thanks and broke

them, and gave to the disciples, and the disciples to themultitudes.
37 They all ate and were filled. They took up seven baskets full of the

broken pieces that were left over.
38 Those who ate were four thousand men, in addition to women and

children.
39 Then he sent away the multitudes, got into the boat, and came into the

borders of Magdala.

16
1The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing him, asked him to show

them a sign from heaven.
2 But he answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair

weather, for the sky is red.’
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3 In the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the appearance of the
sky, but you can’t discern the signs of the times!

4An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and therewill be no
sign given to it, except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”
He left them and departed.
5The disciples came to the other side and had forgotten to take bread.
6 Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees

and Sadducees.”
7They reasoned among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.”
8 Jesus, perceiving it, said, “Why do you reason among yourselves, you of

little faith, because you have brought no bread?
9Don’t you yet perceive or remember the five loaves for the five thousand,

and howmany baskets you took up,
10 or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you

took up?
11How is it that you don’t perceive that I didn’t speak to you concerning

bread? But beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
12 Then they understood that he didn’t tell them to beware of the yeast of

bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
13Now when Jesus came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, saying, “Who domen say that I, the Son of Man, am?”
14 They said, “Some say John the Baptizer, some, Elijah, and others,

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh and

blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.
18 I also tell you that you are Peter,* and on this rock † I will build my

assembly, and the gates of Hades‡will not prevail against it.
19 I will give to you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you

bind on earthwill have been bound in heaven; andwhatever you release on
earth will have been released in heaven.”

20 Then he commanded the disciples that they should tell no one that he
was Jesus the Christ.

21 From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalemand suffermany things from the elders, chief priests, and scribes,
and be killed, and the third day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from
you, Lord! This will never be done to you.”

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me, for you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of men.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone desires to come after me, let
him deny himself, take up his cross, and followme.

25Forwhoever desires to save his lifewill lose it, andwhoeverwill lose his
life for my sake will find it.

* 16:18 Peter’s name, Petros inGreek, is theword for a specific rock or stone. † 16:18 Greek, petra,
a rockmass or bedrock. ‡ 16:18 or, Hell
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26For what will it profit aman if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
life? Or what will a man give in exchange for his life?

27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with his angels,
and then he will render to everyone according to his deeds.

28Most certainly I tell you, there are some standing here who will in no
way taste of death until they see the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom.”

17
1After six days, Jesus tookwithhimPeter, James, and Johnhis brother, and

brought them up into a highmountain by themselves.
2 He was changed* before them. His face shone like the sun, and his

garments became as white as the light.
3Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them talking with him.
4Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you

want, let’s make three tents here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them.
Behold, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I amwell pleased. Listen to him.”

6When the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces, andwere very afraid.
7 Jesus came and touched them and said, “Get up, and don’t be afraid.”
8Lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus alone.
9As theywere coming down from themountain, Jesus commanded them,

saying, “Don’t tell anyonewhat you saw, until the Son ofMan has risen from
the dead.”

10His disciples asked him, saying, “Thenwhy do the scribes say that Elijah
must come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah indeed comes first, and will restore all
things;

12but I tell you thatElijahhas comealready, and theydidn’t recognizehim,
but did to him whatever they wanted to. Even so the Son of Man will also
suffer by them.”

13Then thedisciplesunderstood thathe spoke to themof John theBaptizer.
14When they came to themultitude, aman came to him, kneeling down to

him and saying,
15 “Lord, havemercy onmy son, for he is epileptic and suffers grievously;

for he often falls into the fire, and often into the water.
16 So I brought him to your disciples, and they could not cure him.”
17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and perverse generation! How long will I be

with you? How long will I bear with you? Bring him here to me.”
18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it went out of him, and the boywas cured

from that hour.
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately, and said, “Why weren’t we

able to cast it out?”
20He said to them, “Because of your unbelief. Formost certainly I tell you,

if youhave faithasagrainofmustard seed, youwill tell thismountain, ‘Move
fromhere to there,’ and itwillmove; andnothingwill be impossible for you.

21But this kind doesn’t go out except by prayer and fasting.” †

* 17:2 or, transfigured † 17:21 NU omits verse 21.
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22While they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man
is about to be delivered up into the hands of men,

23and they will kill him, and the third day he will be raised up.”
They were exceedingly sorry.
24When they had come to Capernaum, thosewho collected the didrachma

coins‡ came to Peter, and said, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the didrachma?”
25He said, “Yes.”
Whenhe came into thehouse, Jesus anticipatedhim, saying, “Whatdo you

think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth receive toll or tribute?
From their children, or from strangers?”

26Peter said to him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Therefore the children are exempt.
27 But, lest we cause them to stumble, go to the sea, cast a hook, and take

up the first fish that comes up. When you have opened its mouth, you will
find a stater coin.§ Take that, and give it to them for me and you.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in

the Kingdom of Heaven?”
2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and set him in themiddle of them
3 and said, “Most certainly I tell you, unless you turn and become as little

children, you will in no way enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.
4Whoever therefore humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in

the Kingdom of Heaven.
5Whoever receives one such little child inmy name receives me,
6butwhoever causes one of these little oneswhobelieve inme to stumble,

itwouldbebetter for him if ahugemillstonewerehungaroundhis neck and
that he were sunk in the depths of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world because of occasions of stumbling! For it must be
that the occasions come, but woe to that person throughwhom the occasion
comes!

8 If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life maimed or crippled, rather than
having two hands or two feet to be cast into the eternal fire.

9 If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to
be cast into the Gehenna* of fire.

10 See that you don’t despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.

11For the Son of Man came to save that which was lost.†
12 “What do you think? If a man has one hundred sheep, and one of them

goes astray, doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine, go to the mountains, and seek
that which has gone astray?
‡ 17:24 A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas, about as much as 2 Roman denarii,
or about 2 days’ wages. It was commonly used to pay the half-shekel temple tax, because 2 drachmas
were worth one half shekel of silver. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 17:27 A
stater is a silver coin equivalent to four Attic or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just
exactly enough to cover the half-shekel temple tax for twopeople. A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces, usually in the form of a silver coin. * 18:9 or, Hell † 18:11 NU omits verse 11.
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13 If he finds it, most certainly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine which have not gone astray.

14Even so it is not thewill of your Fatherwho is in heaven that one of these
little ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go, show him his fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained back your brother.

16But if he doesn’t listen, take one or twomorewith you, that at themouth
of two or three witnesses every wordmay be established.✡

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the assembly. If he refuses to hear
the assembly also, let him be to you as a Gentile or a tax collector.

18Most certainly I tell you, whatever things you bind on earth will have
been bound in heaven, and whatever things you release on earth will have
been released in heaven.

19 Again, assuredly I tell you, that if two of you will agree on earth
concerning anything that theywill ask, itwill be done for thembymyFather
who is in heaven.

20Forwhere two or three are gathered together inmy name, there I am in
themiddle of them.”

21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Until seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you until seven times, but, until seventy
times seven.

23 Therefore the Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain king who wanted to
settle accounts with his servants.

24Whenhehadbegun to settle, onewas brought to himwhoowedhim ten
thousand talents.‡

25 But because he couldn’t pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, with
his wife, his children, and all that he had, and payment to bemade.

26 The servant therefore fell down and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord,
have patience withme, and I will repay you all!’

27 The lord of that servant, being moved with compassion, released him
and forgave him the debt.

28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who
owed him one hundred denarii,§ and he grabbed him and took him by the
throat, saying, ‘Paymewhat you owe!’

29“Sohis fellow servant fell downat his feet andbeggedhim, saying, ‘Have
patience withme, and I will repay you!’

30Hewouldnot, butwentandcasthim intoprisonuntil he shouldpayback
that which was due.

31Sowhen his fellow servants sawwhat was done, theywere exceedingly
sorry, and came and told their lord all that was done.

32 Then his lord called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because you beggedme.

33Shouldn’t you also havehadmercy on your fellow servant, even as I had
mercy on you?’

34His lordwas angry, and delivered him to the tormentors until he should
pay all that was due to him.
✡ 18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15 ‡ 18:24 Ten thousand talents (about 300 metric tons of silver)
represents an extremely large sum of money, equivalent to about 60,000,000 denarii, where one
denarius was typical of one day’s wages for agricultural labor. § 18:28 100 denarii was about
one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds) of silver.
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35Somy heavenly Fatherwill also do to you, if you don’t each forgive your
brother from your hearts for his misdeeds.”

19
1WhenJesushadfinished thesewords, hedeparted fromGalileeandcame

into the borders of Judea beyond the Jordan.
2Great multitudes followed him, and he healed them there.
3Pharisees came to him, testing him and saying, “Is it lawful for a man to

divorce his wife for any reason?”
4 He answered, “Haven’t you read that he who made them from the

beginningmade themmale and female,✡
5andsaid, ‘For this causeamanshall leavehis fatherandmother, and shall

be joined to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh’?✡
6 So that they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has

joined together, don’t let man tear apart.”
7 They asked him, “Why then did Moses command us to give her a

certificate of divorce and divorce her?”
8He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, allowed

you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it has not been so.
9 I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,

and marries another, commits adultery; and he who marries her when she
is divorced commits adultery.”

10His disciples said to him, “If this is the case of themanwith his wife, it is
not expedient to marry.”

11 But he said to them, “Not all men can receive this saying, but those to
whom it is given.

12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother’s
womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there
are eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’s
sake. He who is able to receive it, let him receive it.”

13Then little childrenwere brought to him that he should lay his hands on
them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.

14But Jesus said, “Allow the little children, and don’t forbid them to come
tome; for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to ones like these.”

15He laid his hands on them, and departed from there.
16Behold, one came to him and said, “Good teacher, what good thing shall

I do, that I may have eternal life?”
17He said to him, “Why do you call me good?* No one is good but one, that

is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”
18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder.’ ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ ‘You

shall not steal.’ ‘You shall not offer false testimony.’
19 ‘Honor your father and your mother.’✡ And, ‘You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.’ ”✡
20 The young man said to him, “All these things I have observed from my

youth. What do I still lack?”
✡ 19:4 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 19:5 Genesis 2:24 * 19:17 SoMT and TR. NU reads “Why do you askme
about what is good?” ✡ 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 ✡ 19:19 Leviticus 19:18
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21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have, and
give to thepoor, andyouwill have treasure inheaven; and come, followme.”

22But when the young man heard this, he went away sad, for he was one
who had great possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Most certainly I say to you, a rich man will
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven with difficulty.

24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than
for a richman to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

25When the disciples heard it, they were exceedingly astonished, saying,
“Who then can be saved?”

26Looking at them, Jesus said, “With men this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter answered, “Behold, we have left everything and followed
you. What then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I tell you that youwho have followed
me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on the throne of his
glory, you alsowill sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 Everyone who has left houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive one
hundred times, and will inherit eternal life.

30But many will be last who are first, and first who are last.

20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who was the master of a

household, who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard.

2Whenhehadagreedwith the laborers for adenarius* aday, he sent them
into his vineyard.

3He went out about the third hour,† and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace.

4He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I
will give you.’ So they went their way.

5Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour,‡ and did likewise.
6About the eleventhhour§hewent out and foundothers standing idle. He

said to them, ‘Why do you stand here all day idle?’
7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
“He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and you will receive

whatever is right.’
8 “When evening had come, the lord of the vineyard said to his manager,

‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning from the last to the
first.’

9 “When thosewhowere hired at about the eleventh hour came, they each
received a denarius.

10When the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and
they likewise each received a denarius.

11 When they received it, they murmured against the master of the
household,
* 20:2 A denarius is a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This was a commonwage
for a day of farm labor. † 20:3 Timewasmeasured from sunrise to sunset, so the third hourwould
be about 9:00 a.m. ‡ 20:5 noon and 3:00 p.m. § 20:6 5:00 p.m.
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12 saying, ‘These last have spent one hour, and you havemade them equal
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat!’

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I amdoing you nowrong. Didn’t
you agree withme for a denarius?

14Take that which is yours, and go your way. It is my desire to give to this
last just as much as to you.

15 Isn’t it lawful for me to do what I want to with what I own? Or is your
eye evil, because I am good?’

16 So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few
are chosen.”

17As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside,
and on the way he said to them,

18 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to
death,

19 and will hand him over to the Gentiles to mock, to scourge, and to
crucify; and the third day he will be raised up.”

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons,
kneeling and asking a certain thing of him.

21He said to her, “What do you want?”
She said to him, “Command that these, my two sons, may sit, one on your

right hand and one on your left hand, in your Kingdom.”
22But Jesus answered, “You don’t knowwhat you are asking. Are you able

to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with?”
They said to him, “We are able.”
23He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, and be baptized with

the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on my right hand and on my
left hand is not mine to give, but it is for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.”

24When the ten heard it, they were indignant with the two brothers.
25 But Jesus summoned them, and said, “You know that the rulers of the

nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.
26 It shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great

among you shall be* your servant.
27Whoever desires to be first among you shall be your bondservant,
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give

his life as a ransom for many.”
29As they went out from Jericho, a great multitude followed him.
30 Behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when they heard that Jesus

was passing by, cried out, “Lord, havemercy on us, you son of David!”
31Themultitude rebuked them, telling them that they should be quiet, but

they cried out evenmore, “Lord, havemercy on us, you son of David!”
32 Jesus stood still and called them, and asked, “What do you want me to

do for you?”
33They told him, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened.”
34 Jesus, being moved with compassion, touched their eyes; and immedi-

ately their eyes received their sight, and they followed him.

* 20:26 TR reads “let him be” instead of “shall be”
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21
1 When they came near to Jerusalem and came to Bethsphage,* to the

Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,
2 saying to them, “Go into the village that is opposite you, and immediately

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them
tome.

3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and
immediately he will send them.”

4All this was done that it might be fulfilledwhichwas spoken through the
prophet, saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to you,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”✡

6The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them,
7 and brought the donkey and the colt and laid their clothes on them; and

he sat on them.
8 A very great multitude spread their clothes on the road. Others cut

branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
9 The multitudes who went in front of him, and those who followed, kept

shouting, “Hosanna† to the son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” ✡

10When he had come into Jerusalem, all the city was stirred up, saying,
“Who is this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth of
Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the temple of God and drove out all of thosewho sold
and bought in the temple, and overthrew the money changers’ tables and
the seats of those who sold the doves.

13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of
prayer,’✡ but you havemade it a den of robbers!”✡

14The lame and the blind came to him in the temple, and he healed them.
15Butwhen the chief priests and the scribes saw thewonderful things that

hedid, and thechildrenwhowerecrying in the templeandsaying, “Hosanna
to the son of David!” they were indignant,

16and said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you never read, ‘Out of themouth of children

and nursing babies, you have perfected praise’?”✡
17He left them andwent out of the city to Bethany, and camped there.
18Now in themorning, as he returned to the city, he was hungry.
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he came to it and found nothing on it but

leaves. He said to it, “Let there be no fruit from you forever!”
Immediately the fig tree withered away.
20When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree

immediately wither away?”
* 21:1 TR & NU read “Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage” ✡ 21:5 Zechariah 9:9 † 21:9
“Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 21:9 Psalms 118:26 ✡ 21:13 Isaiah 56:7
✡ 21:13 Jeremiah 7:11 ✡ 21:16 Psalms 8:2
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21 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly I tell you, if you have faith and
don’t doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if
you told thismountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it would be done.

22All things, whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
23When he had come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of

the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority do
you do these things? Who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, which if you tell
me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things.

25The baptism of John, where was it from? From heaven or frommen?”
They reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will

ask us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all hold John as a

prophet.”
27They answered Jesus, and said, “We don’t know.”
He also said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these

things.
28 But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first,

and said, ‘Son, go work today inmy vineyard.’
29Heanswered, ‘Iwill not,’ but afterward he changedhismind, andwent.
30Hecame to the second, andsaid the same thing. Heanswered, ‘I’mgoing,

sir,’ but he didn’t go.
31Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I tell you that the tax collectors and the

prostitutes are entering into God’s Kingdom before you.
32For John came to you in theway of righteousness, and youdidn’t believe

him; but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. When you saw
it, you didn’t even repent afterward, that youmight believe him.

33 “Hear another parable. There was a man who was a master of a
household who planted a vineyard, set a hedge about it, dug a wine press
in it, built a tower, leased it out to farmers, and went into another country.

34 When the season for the fruit came near, he sent his servants to the
farmers to receive his fruit.

35 The farmers took his servants, beat one, killed another, and stoned
another.

36Again, he sent other servantsmore than the first; and they treated them
the sameway.

37Butafterwardhe sent to themhis son, saying, ‘Theywill respectmyson.’
38But the farmers, when they saw the son, said among themselves, ‘This is

the heir. Come, let’s kill him and seize his inheritance.’
39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard, then killed him.
40When therefore the lord of the vineyard comes, whatwill he do to those

farmers?”
41 They told him, “He will miserably destroy those miserable men, and

will lease out the vineyard to other farmers who will give him the fruit in
its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
This was from the Lord.
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It is marvelous in our eyes’?✡
43 “Therefore I tell you, God’s Kingdom will be taken away from you and

will be given to a nation producing its fruit.
44He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but on whomever it

will fall, it will scatter him as dust.”
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they

perceived that he spoke about them.
46When they sought to seizehim, they feared themultitudes, because they

considered him to be a prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to them again in parables, saying,
2“TheKingdomofHeaven is like a certain king,whomadeawedding feast

for his son,
3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding

feast, but they would not come.
4 Again he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited,

“Behold, I have prepared my dinner. My cattle and my fatlings are killed,
and all things are ready. Come to the wedding feast!” ’

5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his own farm,
another to his merchandise;

6 and the rest grabbed his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed
them.

7When the king heard that, he was angry, and sent his armies, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city.

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘Thewedding is ready, but those whowere
invited weren’t worthy.

9 Go therefore to the intersections of the highways, and as many as you
may find, invite to the wedding feast.’

10 Those servants went out into the highways and gathered together as
manyas they found, bothbadandgood. Theweddingwasfilledwith guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man who
didn’t have on wedding clothing,

12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here not wearing
wedding clothing?’ Hewas speechless.

13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him
away, and throw him into the outer darkness. That is where the weeping
and grinding of teeth will be.’

14Formany are called, but few chosen.”
15 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how they might entrap him

in his talk.
16 They sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying,

“Teacher, we know that you are honest, and teach the way of God in truth,
nomatter whom you teach; for you aren’t partial to anyone.

17Tell us therefore, what do you think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?”

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you test me,
you hypocrites?

19 Showme the taxmoney.”
They brought to him a denarius.

✡ 21:42 Psalms 118:22-23
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20He asked them, “Whose is this image and inscription?”
21They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Thenhesaid to them, “Give therefore toCaesar the things thatareCaesar’s,

and to God the things that are God’s.”
22When they heard it, theymarveled, and left him andwent away.
23 On that day Sadducees (those who say that there is no resurrection)

came to him. They asked him,
24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies, having no children, his

brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring* for his brother.’
25Now therewerewith us seven brothers. The firstmarried and died, and

having no offspring left his wife to his brother.
26 In the sameway, the second also, and the third, to the seventh.
27After them all, the woman died.
28 In the resurrection therefore, whose wife will she be of the seven? For

they all had her.”
29 But Jesus answered them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scrip-

tures, nor the power of God.
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage,

but are like God’s angels in heaven.
31 But concerning the resurrection of the dead, haven’t you read that

which was spoken to you by God, saying,
32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?✡

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”
33When themultitudes heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.
34But the Pharisees, when they heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,

gathered themselves together.
35One of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, testing him.
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?”
37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your Godwith all your heart,

with all your soul, and with all yourmind.’✡
38This is the first and great commandment.
39A second likewise is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’✡
40Thewhole lawand theprophets dependon these two commandments.”
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a

question,
42 saying, “What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “Of David.”
43Hesaid to them, “HowthendoesDavid in theSpirit call himLord, saying,

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
sit onmy right hand,
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’?✡

45 “If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”
46No one was able to answer him a word, neither did any man dare ask

him anymore questions from that day forward.

23
1Then Jesus spoke to themultitudes and to his disciples,
2 saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit onMoses’ seat.

* 22:24 or, seed ✡ 22:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 22:39 Leviticus 19:18
✡ 22:44 Psalms 110:1
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3 All things therefore whatever they tell you to observe, observe and do,
but don’t do their works; for they say, and don’t do.

4For they bind heavy burdens that are grievous to be borne, and lay them
onmen’s shoulders; but they themselves will not lift a finger to help them.

5 But they do all their works to be seen by men. They make their
phylacteries* broad and enlarge the fringes† of their garments,

6and love the place of honor at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,
7 the salutations in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’‡ by

men.
8But youarenot to be called ‘Rabbi’, for one is your teacher, the Christ, and

all of you are brothers.
9Call no man on the earth your father, for one is your Father, he who is in

heaven.
10Neither be calledmasters, for one is yourmaster, the Christ.
11But he who is greatest among youwill be your servant.
12Whoever exalts himselfwill behumbled, andwhoeverhumbleshimself

will be exalted.
13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devourwidows’

houses, and as a pretense youmake longprayers. Therefore youwill receive
greater condemnation.

14 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you shut
up the Kingdom of Heaven against men; for you don’t enter in yourselves,
neither do you allow those who are entering in to enter.§

15Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel around by
sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make
him twice as much a son of Gehenna* as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple,
it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.’

17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that
sanctifies the gold?

18And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by
the gift that is on it, he is obligated.’

19You blind fools! For which is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies
the gift?

20He thereforewho swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on
it.

21He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by him who has been
living† in it.

22Hewho swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by himwho
sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill,
and cumin,‡ and have left undone the weightier matters of the law: justice,

* 23:5 phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are small leather pouches that some Jewish men wear on
their forehead and arm in prayer. They are used to carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See
Deuteronomy 6:8. † 23:5 or, tassels ‡ 23:7 NU omits the second “Rabbi”. § 23:14 Some
Greek texts reverse the order of verses 13 and 14, and some omit verse 13, numbering verse 14 as 13.
NU omits verse 14. * 23:15 or, Hell † 23:21 NU reads “lives” ‡ 23:23 cumin is an aromatic
seed from Cuminum cyminum, resembling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is used as a spice.
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mercy, and faith. But you ought to have done these, and not to have left the
other undone.

24You blind guides, who strain out a gnat, and swallow a camel!
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the

outside of the cup and of the platter, butwithin they are full of extortion and
unrighteousness.§

26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the platter,
that its outside may become clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitened tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full
of deadmen’s bones and of all uncleanness.

28Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs
of the prophets and decorate the tombs of the righteous,

30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we wouldn’t have
been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

31 Therefore you testify to yourselves that you are children of those who
killed the prophets.

32Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers.
33You serpents, you offspring of vipers, howwill you escape the judgment

of Gehenna?*
34Therefore, behold, I send to you prophets, wise men, and scribes. Some

of them youwill kill and crucify; and some of them youwill scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city,

35 that onyoumay comeall the righteousblood shedon the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zachariah son of Barachiah, whom
you killed between the sanctuary and the altar.

36Most certainly I tell you, all these thingswill come upon this generation.
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones thosewho are

sent to her! How often I would have gathered your children together, even
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you would not!

38Behold, your house is left to you desolate.
39For I tell you, you will not see me from now on, until you say, ‘Blessed is

he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”✡
24

1 Jesus went out from the temple, and was going on his way. His disciples
came to him to show him the buildings of the temple.

2 But he answered them, “You see all of these things, don’t you? Most
certainly I tell you, there will not be left here one stone on another, that will
not be thrown down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? What is the sign of your coming,
and of the end of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be careful that no one leads you astray.
5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will lead

many astray.
§ 23:25 TRreads “self-indulgence” insteadof “unrighteousness” * 23:33 or,Hell ✡ 23:39 Psalms
118:26
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6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you aren’t troubled,
for all this must happen, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and
there will be famines, plagues, and earthquakes in various places.

8But all these things are the beginning of birth pains.
9 “Then they will deliver you up to oppression and will kill you. You will

be hated by all of the nations for my name’s sake.
10Thenmany will stumble, and will deliver up one another, and will hate

one another.
11Many false prophets will arise and will leadmany astray.
12Because iniquity will be multiplied, the love of manywill grow cold.
13But he who endures to the end will be saved.
14This GoodNews of the Kingdomwill be preached in thewholeworld for

a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
15 “When, therefore, you see the abomination of desolation,✡ which was

spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the
reader understand),

16 then let those who are in Judea flee to themountains.
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take out the things that

are in his house.
18Let himwho is in the field not return back to get his clothes.
19 But woe to those who are with child and to nursing mothers in those

days!
20Pray that your flight will not be in the winter nor on a Sabbath,
21 for then there will be great suffering,* such as has not been from the

beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever will be.
22Unless those days had been shortened, no fleshwould have been saved.

But for the sake of the chosen ones, those days will be shortened.
23 “Then if anyman tells you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There!’ don’t

believe it.
24 For false christs and false prophets will arise, and they will show great

signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the chosen ones.
25 “Behold, I have told you beforehand.
26 “If therefore they tell you, ‘Behold, he is in the wilderness,’ don’t go out;

or ‘Behold, he is in the inner rooms,’ don’t believe it.
27 For as the lightning flashes from the east, and is seen even to the west,

so will the coming of the Son of Man be.
28Forwherever the carcass is, that iswhere the vultures† gather together.
29 “But immediately after the suffering‡ of those days, the sun will be

darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken;✡

30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky. Then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.

31He will send out his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
will gather together his chosen ones from the four winds, from one end of
the sky to the other.

✡ 24:15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 * 24:21 or, oppression † 24:28 or, eagles ‡ 24:29 or,
oppression ✡ 24:29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4
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32 “Now from the fig tree learn this parable: When its branch has now
become tender and produces its leaves, you know that the summer is near.

33 Even so you also, when you see all these things, know that he is near,
even at the doors.

34 Most certainly I tell you, this generation§ will not pass away until all
these things are accomplished.

35Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will not pass away.
36 “But no one knows of that day and hour, not even the angels of heaven,*

but my Father only.
37As the days of Noahwere, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.
38 For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ship,

39 and they didn’t know until the flood came and took them all away, so
will the coming of the Son of Man be.

40Then twomenwill be in the field: onewill be taken and onewill be left.
41Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and one will

be left.
42Watch therefore, for you don’t know in what hour your Lord comes.
43But know this, that if themaster of the house had known inwhat watch

of the night the thief was coming, he would have watched, and would not
have allowed his house to be broken into.

44Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that you don’t expect, the Son of
Manwill come.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his lord has set over
his household, to give them their food in due season?

46Blessed is that servant whom his lord finds doing so when he comes.
47Most certainly I tell you that he will set him over all that he has.
48 But if that evil servant should say in his heart, ‘My lord is delaying his

coming,’
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and eat and drink with the

drunkards,
50 the lord of that servant will come in a daywhen he doesn’t expect it and

in an hour when he doesn’t know it,
51 and will cut him in pieces and appoint his portion with the hypocrites.

That is where the weeping and grinding of teeth will be.

25
1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten virgins who took their

lamps andwent out to meet the bridegroom.
2Five of themwere foolish, and five were wise.
3 Those who were foolish, when they took their lamps, took no oil with

them,
4but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
5Nowwhile the bridegroom delayed, they all slumbered and slept.
6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold! The bridegroom is coming!

Come out to meet him!’
§ 24:34 Theword for “generation” (genea) can also be translated as “race.” * 24:36 NU adds “nor
the son”
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7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.*
8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are

going out.’
9But thewise answered, saying, ‘What if there isn’t enough forus andyou?

You go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’
10While theywentaway tobuy, thebridegroomcame, and thosewhowere

ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut.
11Afterward the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’
12But he answered, ‘Most certainly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
13Watch therefore, for you don’t know the day nor the hour in which the

Son of Man is coming.
14 “For it is like a man going into another country, who called his own

servants and entrusted his goods to them.
15 To one he gave five talents,† to another two, to another one, to each

according to his own ability. Then he went on his journey.
16 Immediately he who received the five talents went and traded with

them, andmade another five talents.
17 In the sameway, he also who got the two gained another two.
18But he who received the one talent went away and dug in the earth and

hid his lord’s money.
19 “Now after a long time the lord of those servants came, and settled

accounts with them.
20Hewho received the five talents came and brought another five talents,

saying, ‘Lord, youdelivered tomefive talents. Behold, I have gainedanother
five talents in addition to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will set you over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’

22 “He also who got the two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered
to me two talents. Behold, I have gained another two talents in addition to
them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things. I will set you over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’

24 “He also who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew
you that you are a hard man, reaping where you didn’t sow, and gathering
where you didn’t scatter.

25 I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the earth. Behold,
you have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answeredhim, ‘Youwicked and slothful servant. You knew
that I reap where I didn’t sow, and gather where I didn’t scatter.

27You ought therefore to have depositedmymoneywith the bankers, and
at my coming I should have received backmy ownwith interest.

28Take away therefore the talent from him and give it to himwho has the
ten talents.

* 25:7 The end of the wick of an oil lamp needs to be cut off periodically to avoid having it become
clogged with carbon deposits. The wick height is also adjusted so that the flame burns evenly and
gives good light without producing a lot of smoke. † 25:15 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66
pounds (usually used to weigh silver unless otherwise specified)
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29For to everyonewho haswill be given, and hewill have abundance, but
from himwho doesn’t have, even that which he has will be taken away.

30Throwout theunprofitable servant into theouterdarkness,where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

31“Butwhen the SonofMancomes inhis glory, andall theholy angelswith
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.

32 Before him all the nations will be gathered, and he will separate them
one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

33Hewill set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
34 Then the King will tell those on his right hand, ‘Come, blessed of my

Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world;

35 for Iwas hungry and you gaveme food to eat. Iwas thirsty and you gave
me drink. I was a stranger and you tookme in.

36 I was naked and you clothedme. I was sick and you visitedme. I was in
prison and you came tome.’

37“Then the righteouswill answerhim, saying, ‘Lord,whendidwe see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink?

38When did we see you as a stranger and take you in, or naked and clothe
you?

39When did we see you sick or in prison and come to you?’
40 “The King will answer them, ‘Most certainly I tell you, because you did

it to one of the least of these my brothers,‡ you did it to me.’
41 Then he will say also to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, you

cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels;
42 for I was hungry, and you didn’t give me food to eat; I was thirsty, and

you gaveme no drink;
43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t takeme in; naked, and you didn’t clothe

me; sick, and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’
44 “Then theywill also answer, saying, ‘Lord, when didwe see you hungry,

or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and didn’t help you?’
45 “Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Most certainly I tell you, because

you didn’t do it to one of the least of these, you didn’t do it to me.’
46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into

eternal life.”
26

1When Jesus had finished all these words, he said to his disciples,
2“Youknow that after twodays thePassover is coming, and the SonofMan

will be delivered up to be crucified.”
3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people were

gathered together in the court of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas.
4 They took counsel together that they might take Jesus by deceit and kill

him.
5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest a riot occur among the people.”
6Nowwhen Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,
7 a woman came to him having an alabaster jar of very expensive oint-

ment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table.
‡ 25:40 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”
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8 But when his disciples saw this, they were indignant, saying, “Why this
waste?

9For this ointment might have been sold for much and given to the poor.”
10 However, knowing this, Jesus said to them, “Why do you trouble the

woman? She has done a good work for me.
11For you always have the poor with you, but you don’t always haveme.
12 For in pouring this ointment on my body, she did it to prepare me for

burial.
13Most certainly I tell you, wherever this Good News is preached in the

wholeworld,what thiswomanhasdonewill alsobe spokenofasamemorial
of her.”

14Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests

15 and said, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him to you?” So
they weighed out for him thirty pieces of silver.

16From that time he sought opportunity to betray him.
17Now on the first day of unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus,

saying to him, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the
Passover?”

18He said, “Go into the city to a certain person, and tell him, ‘The Teacher
says, “My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.” ’ ”

19 The disciples did as Jesus commanded them, and they prepared the
Passover.

20 Now when evening had come, he was reclining at the table with the
twelve disciples.

21 As they were eating, he said, “Most certainly I tell you that one of you
will betrayme.”

22 They were exceedingly sorrowful, and each began to ask him, “It isn’t
me, is it, Lord?”

23He answered, “He who dipped his hand with me in the dish will betray
me.

24 The Son of Man goes even as it is written of him, but woe to that man
through whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for that man
if he had not been born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, answered, “It isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You said it.”
26As they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks for* it, and broke it.

He gave to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”
27He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave to them, saying, “All of you drink

it,
28 for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many

for the remission of sins.
29 But I tell you that I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on,

until that day when I drink it anewwith you inmy Father’s Kingdom.”
30When they had sung a hymn, they went out to theMount of Olives.
31Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of

me tonight, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock will be scattered.’✡

32But after I am raised up, I will go before you into Galilee.”
* 26:26 TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” ✡ 26:31 Zechariah 13:7
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33But Peter answered him, “Even if all will bemade to stumble because of
you, I will never bemade to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I tell you that tonight, before the
rooster crows, you will denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you.” All
of the disciples also said likewise.

36Then Jesus camewith them to a place calledGethsemane, and said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while I go there and pray.”

37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
sorrowful and severely troubled.

38 Then Jesus said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch withme.”

39Hewent forward a little, fell on his face, and prayed, saying, “MyFather,
if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me; nevertheless, not what I
desire, but what you desire.”

40 He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter,
“What, couldn’t you watch withme for one hour?

41Watch and pray, that you don’t enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 Again, a second time he went away and prayed, saying, “My Father, if
this cup can’t pass away fromme unless I drink it, your desire be done.”

43He came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
44He left themagain, went away, and prayed a third time, saying the same

words.
45 Then he came to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping

and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son ofMan is betrayed into
the hands of sinners.

46Arise, let’s be going. Behold, he who betrays me is at hand.”
47While he was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and

withhimagreatmultitudewith swords and clubs, from the chief priests and
elders of the people.

48Now he who betrayed him had given them a sign, saying, “Whoever I
kiss, he is the one. Seize him.”

49 Immediately he came to Jesus, and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed
him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are you here?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.
51 Behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and

drew his sword, and struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.
52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place, for all those

who take the sword will die by the sword.
53Or do you think that I couldn’t ask my Father, and he would even now

sendmemore than twelve legions of angels?
54How then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that it must be so?”
55 In thathour Jesus said to themultitudes, “Haveyoucomeoutasagainst a

robberwith swords and clubs to seizeme? I sat daily in the temple teaching,
and you didn’t arrest me.

56 But all this has happened that the Scriptures of the prophets might be
fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.
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57 Those who had taken Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders were gathered together.

58 But Peter followed him from a distance to the court of the high priest,
and entered in and sat with the officers, to see the end.

59 Now the chief priests, the elders, and the whole council sought false
testimony against Jesus, that theymight put him to death,

60and they found none. Even thoughmany falsewitnesses came forward,
they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward

61and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to
build it in three days.’ ”

62The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is
this that these testify against you?”

63But Jesus stayed silent. The high priest answered him, “I adjure you by
the living God that you tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. Nevertheless, I tell you, after this
youwill see the Son ofMan sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on
the clouds of the sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothing, saying, “He has spoken blas-
phemy! Why dowe need anymore witnesses? Behold, now you have heard
his blasphemy.

66What do you think?”
They answered, “He is worthy of death!”
67Then they spat inhis faceandbeathimwith theirfists, andsomeslapped

him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who hit you?”
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the court, and a maid came to him,

saying, “Youwere also with Jesus, the Galilean!”
70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I don’t know what you are

talking about.”
71When he had gone out onto the porch, someone else saw him and said

to those whowere there, “This man also was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72Again he denied it with an oath, “I don’t know theman.”
73 After a little while those who stood by came and said to Peter, “Surely

you are also one of them, for your speechmakes you known.”
74Then he began to curse and to swear, “I don’t know theman!”
Immediately the rooster crowed.
75 Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said to him, “Before the

rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” Then he went out and wept
bitterly.

27
1Now when morning had come, all the chief priests and the elders of the

people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.
2 They bound him, led him away, and delivered him up to Pontius Pilate,

the governor.
3Then Judas, who betrayed him, when he saw that Jesus was condemned,

felt remorse, and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and elders,

4 saying, “I have sinned in that I betrayed innocent blood.”
But they said, “What is that to us? You see to it.”
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5He threw down the pieces of silver in the sanctuary and departed. Then
he went away and hanged himself.

6The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It’s not lawful to put
them into the treasury, since it is the price of blood.”

7 They took counsel, and bought the potter’s field with them to bury
strangers in.

8Therefore that field has been called “The Field of Blood” to this day.
9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah* the prophet was ful-

filled, saying,
“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of him uponwhom a price had been set,
whom some of the children of Israel priced,

10and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord commandedme.”✡

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,
saying, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered

nothing.
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many things they testify

against you?”
14 He gave him no answer, not even one word, so that the governor

marveled greatly.
15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the multi-

tude one prisoner whom they desired.
16They had then a notable prisoner called Barabbas.
17 When therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said to them,

“Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?”

18For he knew that because of envy they had delivered him up.
19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying,

“Havenothing todowith that righteousman, for Ihave sufferedmany things
today in a dream because of him.”

20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded themultitudes to ask for
Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

21But the governor answered them, “Which of the two do youwant me to
release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do to Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let him be crucified!”
23But the governor said, “Why? What evil has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, saying, “Let him be crucified!”
24 So when Pilate saw that nothing was being gained, but rather that a

disturbance was starting, he took water and washed his hands before the
multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this righteous person. You
see to it.”

25All the people answered, “May his blood be on us and on our children!”
* 27:9 somemanuscripts omit “Jeremiah” ✡ 27:10 Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13; 32:6-9
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26Then he released Barabbas to them, but Jesus he flogged and delivered
to be crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium, and gath-
ered the whole garrison together against him.

28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him.
29 They braided a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and a reed in

his right hand; and they kneeled down before him andmocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!”

30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.
31 When they had mocked him, they took the robe off him, and put his

clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him.
32As they came out, they found amanof Cyrene, Simonbyname, and they

compelled him to go with them, that hemight carry his cross.
33When they came to a place called “Golgotha”, that is to say, “The place of

a skull,”
34 they gave him sourwine† to drinkmixedwith gall.‡ Whenhe had tasted

it, he would not drink.
35When they had crucified him, they divided his clothing among them,

casting lots,§
36and they sat and watched him there.
37 They set up over his head the accusation against him written, “THIS IS

JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
38Then there were two robbers crucified with him, one on his right hand

and one on the left.
39Those who passed by blasphemed him, wagging their heads
40and saying, “Youwho destroy the temple and build it in three days, save

yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross!”
41Likewise the chief priests alsomockingwith the scribes, the Pharisees,*

and the elders, said,
42 “He saved others, but he can’t save himself. If he is the King of Israel, let

him come down from the cross now, and wewill believe in him.
43He trusts in God. Let God deliver him now, if he wants him; for he said,

‘I am the Son of God.’ ”
44 The robbers also who were crucified with him cast on him the same

reproach.
45Now from the sixth hour† there was darkness over all the land until the

ninth hour.‡
46About theninthhour Jesus criedwith a loudvoice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima§

sabachthani?” That is, “My God, my God, why have you forsakenme?”✡
47 Some of them who stood there, when they heard it, said, “This man is

calling Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with vinegar,

put it on a reed, and gave him a drink.
49The rest said, “Let him be. Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save him.”
50 Jesus cried again with a loud voice, and yielded up his spirit.

† 27:34 or, vinegar ‡ 27:34 Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil from a wormwood plant that is
alcoholic in its effect. § 27:35 TR adds “that it might be fulfilledwhichwas spoken by the prophet:
‘They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots;’ ” [see Psalms 22:18 and
John 19:24] * 27:41 TR omits “the Pharisees” † 27:45 noon ‡ 27:45 3:00 p.m. § 27:46 TR
reads “lama” instead of “lima” ✡ 27:46 Psalms 22:1
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51Behold, the veil of the templewas torn in two from the top to the bottom.
The earth quaked and the rocks were split.

52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised;

53and comingout of the tombs after his resurrection, they entered into the
holy city and appeared to many.

54Now the centurion and those whowere with himwatching Jesus, when
they saw the earthquake and the things that were done, were terrified,
saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

55Many women were there watching from afar, who had followed Jesus
from Galilee, serving him.

56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joses, and themother of the sons of Zebedee.

57When evening had come, a rich man from Arimathaea named Joseph,
who himself was also Jesus’ disciple, came.

58 This man went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Then Pilate com-
manded the body to be given up.

59 Joseph took the body andwrapped it in a clean linen cloth
60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut out in the rock. Then

he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.
61 Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the

tomb.
62Now on the next day, which was the day after the Preparation Day, the

chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together to Pilate,
63 saying, “Sir, we remember what that deceiver said while he was still

alive: ‘After three days I will rise again.’
64 Command therefore that the tomb be made secure until the third day,

lest perhaps his disciples come at night and steal him away, and tell the
people, ‘He is risen from the dead;’ and the last deceptionwill beworse than
the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “Youhave a guard. Go,make it as secure as you can.”
66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure, sealing the

stone.

28
1Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn on the first day of the week,

MaryMagdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.
2Behold, therewas a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lorddescended

from the sky and came and rolled away the stone from the door and sat on
it.

3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.
4For fear of him, the guards shook, and became like deadmen.
5Theangel answered thewomen, “Don’t beafraid, for I knowthatyouseek

Jesus, who has been crucified.
6Heisnothere, forhehasrisen, just likehesaid. Come, see theplacewhere

the Lord was lying.
7Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘Hehas risen from the dead, and behold,

he goes before you into Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have told
you.”

8They departed quickly from the tombwith fear and great joy, and ran to
bring his disciples word.
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9 As they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Re-
joice!”
They came and took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.
10Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Go tell my brothers * that they

should go into Galilee, and there they will see me.”
11Now while they were going, behold, some of the guards came into the

city and told the chief priests all the things that had happened.
12When theywere assembledwith the elders and had taken counsel, they

gave a large amount of silver to the soldiers,
13 saying, “Say that his disciples came by night and stole him away while

we slept.
14 If this comes to the governor’s ears, wewill persuade himandmake you

free of worry.”
15So they took themoneyanddidas theywere told. This sayingwasspread

abroad among the Jews, and continues until today.
16But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus

had sent them.
17When they saw him, they bowed down to him; but some doubted.
18 Jesus came to them and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been

given to me in heaven and on earth.
19Go† andmake disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all things that I commanded you. Behold, I am

with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

* 28:10 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” † 28:19 TR and NU add “therefore”
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The Good News According to
Mark

1The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophets,

“Behold,* I sendmymessenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you:✡

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord!
Make his paths straight!’ ”✡

4 John came baptizing† in the wilderness and preaching the baptism of
repentance for forgiveness of sins.

5All the country of Judea and all those of Jerusalemwent out to him. They
were baptized by him in the Jordan river, confessing their sins.

6 John was clothed with camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist.
He ate locusts and wild honey.

7Hepreached, saying, “Afterme comeshewho ismightier than I, the strap
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and loosen.

8 I baptized you in‡water, but he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”
9 In those days, Jesus came fromNazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by

John in the Jordan.
10 Immediately coming up from thewater, he saw the heavens parting and

the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
11Avoice came out of the sky, “You aremybeloved Son, inwhom I amwell

pleased.”
12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out into the wilderness.
13He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan. He was

with the wild animals; and the angels were serving him.
14Now after Johnwas taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preach-

ing the Good News of God’s Kingdom,
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, andGod’s Kingdom is at hand! Repent,

and believe in the Good News.”
16 Passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, the

brother of Simon, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
17 Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you into fishers for

men.”
18 Immediately they left their nets, and followed him.
19 Going on a little further from there, he saw James the son of Zebedee,

and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father, Zebedee, in the

boat with the hired servants, and went after him.
21 They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath day he

entered into the synagogue and taught.

* 1:2 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 1:2 Malachi 3:1 ✡ 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:4 or, immersing ‡ 1:8 The Greek
word (en) translated here as “in” could also be translated as “with” in some contexts.
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22 They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as having
authority, and not as the scribes.

23 Immediately therewas in their synagogue amanwith anunclean spirit,
and he cried out,

24saying, “Ha! Whatdowehave todowithyou, Jesus, youNazarene? Have
you come to destroy us? I knowwho you are: the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”
26 The unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came

out of him.
27 They were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves,

saying, “What is this? A new teaching? For with authority he commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him!”

28The report of himwent out immediately everywhere into all the region
of Galilee and its surrounding area.

29 Immediately, when they had come out of the synagogue, they came into
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

30Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a fever, and immediately they
told him about her.

31He came and took her by the hand and raised her up. The fever left her
immediately,§ and she served them.

32At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to him all whowere sick
and those whowere possessed by demons.

33All the city was gathered together at the door.
34Hehealedmanywhowere sickwith various diseases and cast outmany

demons. He didn’t allow the demons to speak, because they knew him.
35 Early in the morning, while it was still dark, he rose up and went out,

and departed into a deserted place, and prayed there.
36 Simon and those whowere with him searched for him.
37They found him and told him, “Everyone is looking for you.”
38 He said to them, “Let’s go elsewhere into the next towns, that I may

preach there also, because I came out for this reason.”
39 He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and

casting out demons.
40A leper came to him, begging him, kneeling down to him, and saying to

him, “If you want to, you canmakeme clean.”
41Being moved with compassion, he stretched out his hand, and touched

him, and said to him, “I want to. Bemade clean.”
42When he had said this, immediately the leprosy departed fromhim and

he wasmade clean.
43He strictly warned him and immediately sent him out,
44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anybody, but go show

yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing the things which Moses
commanded, for a testimony to them.”

45But hewent out, and began to proclaim itmuch, and to spread about the
matter, so that Jesus could no more openly enter into a city, but was outside
in desert places. People came to him from everywhere.

§ 1:31 NU omits “immediately”.
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2
1When he entered again into Capernaum after some days, it was heard

that he was at home.
2 Immediately many were gathered together, so that there was no more

room, not even around the door; and he spoke the word to them.
3Four people came, carrying a paralytic to him.
4When they could not come near to him for the crowd, they removed the

roof where he was. When they had broken it up, they let down the mat that
the paralytic was lying on.

5 Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven
you.”

6 But there were some of the scribes sitting there and reasoning in their
hearts,

7 “Why does this man speak blasphemies like that? Who can forgive sins
but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so reasoned within
themselves, said to them, “Why do you reason these things in your hearts?

9Which is easier, to tell the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say,
‘Arise, and take up your bed, and walk’?

10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—

11 “I tell you, arise, take up yourmat, and go to your house.”
12Hearose, and immediately tookup thematandwentout in frontof them

all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw
anything like this!”

13Hewent out again by the seaside. All themultitude came to him, and he
taught them.

14As he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office.
He said to him, “Followme.” And he arose and followed him.

15He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax collectors and
sinners sat downwith Jesus and his disciples, for thereweremany, and they
followed him.

16 The scribes and the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with
the sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why is it that he eats
and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?”

17When Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are healthy have no
need for a physician, but thosewho are sick. I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.”

18 John’sdisciplesand thePhariseeswere fasting, and theycameandasked
him, “Whydo John’sdisciples and thedisciples of thePharisees fast, but your
disciples don’t fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can the groomsmen fast while the bridegroom is
with them? As long as they have the bridegroomwith them, they can’t fast.

20 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from
them, and then they will fast in that day.

21No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, or else the
patch shrinks and the new tears away from the old, and a worse hole is
made.

22Nooneputsnewwine intooldwineskins; or else thenewwinewill burst
the skins, and the wine pours out, and the skins will be destroyed; but they
put newwine into fresh wineskins.”
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23 He was going on the Sabbath day through the grain fields; and his
disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of grain.

24 The Pharisees said to him, “Behold, why do they do that which is not
lawful on the Sabbath day?”

25He said to them, “Did you never readwhat David didwhen he had need
andwas hungry—he, and those whowere with him?

26Howhe entered into God’s house at the time of Abiathar the high priest,
and ate the show bread, which is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and
gave also to those whowere with him?”

27 He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the
Sabbath.

28Therefore the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”

3
1He entered again into the synagogue, and there was a man there whose

handwas withered.
2They watched him, whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day, that

theymight accuse him.
3He said to themanwhose handwas withered, “Stand up.”
4He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbathday to do goodor to doharm?

To save a life or to kill?” But they were silent.
5 When he had looked around at them with anger, being grieved at the

hardening of their hearts, he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his handwas restored as healthy as the other.

6The Pharisees went out, and immediately conspired with the Herodians
against him, how theymight destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his disciples; and a great multitude
followed him from Galilee, from Judea,

8 from Jerusalem, from Idumaea, beyond the Jordan, and those from
around Tyre and Sidon. A greatmultitude, hearingwhat great things he did,
came to him.

9He spoke to his disciples that a little boat should stay near him because
of the crowd, so that they wouldn’t press on him.

10For he had healedmany, so that asmany as had diseases pressed on him
that theymight touch him.

11The unclean spirits, whenever they saw him, fell down before him and
cried, “You are the Son of God!”

12He sternly warned them that they should not make him known.
13 He went up into the mountain and called to himself those whom he

wanted, and they went to him.
14He appointed twelve, that they might be with him, and that he might

send them out to preach
15and to have authority to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons:
16 Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);
17 James the son of Zebedee; and John, the brother of James, (whom he

called Boanerges, whichmeans, Sons of Thunder);
18 Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas; James, the son of

Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot;
19and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
Then he came into a house.



Mark 3:20 1680 Mark 4:10

20 The multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as
eat bread.

21When his friends heard it, they went out to seize him; for they said, “He
is insane.”

22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul,”
and, “By the prince of the demons he casts out the demons.”

23He summoned them and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast
out Satan?

24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.
26 If Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he can’t stand, but

has an end.
27But no one can enter into the house of the strongman to plunder unless

he first binds the strongman; then he will plunder his house.
28 “Most certainly I tell you, all sins of the descendants of man will be

forgiven, including their blasphemies with which theymay blaspheme;
29but whoever may blaspheme against the Holy Spirit never has forgive-

ness, but is subject to eternal condemnation.”*
30 —because they said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31His mother and his brothers came, and standing outside, they sent to

him, calling him.
32 A multitude was sitting around him, and they told him, “Behold, your

mother, your brothers, and your sisters† are outside looking for you.”
33He answered them, “Who aremymother andmy brothers?”
34 Looking around at those who sat around him, he said, “Behold, my

mother andmy brothers!
35For whoever does the will of God is my brother, my sister, andmother.”

4
1Againhebegan to teachby the seaside. A greatmultitudewas gathered to

him, so that he entered into a boat in the sea and sat down. All themultitude
were on the land by the sea.

2He taught themmany things in parables, and told them in his teaching,
3 “Listen! Behold, the farmer went out to sow.
4 As he sowed, some seed fell by the road, and the birds* came and

devoured it.
5Others fell on the rocky ground, where it had little soil, and immediately

it sprang up, because it had no depth of soil.
6When the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it

withered away.
7Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and

it yielded no fruit.
8 Others fell into the good ground and yielded fruit, growing up and

increasing. Some produced thirty times, some sixty times, and some one
hundred times as much.”

9He said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”
10When hewas alone, those whowere around himwith the twelve asked

him about the parables.

* 3:29 NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. † 3:32 TR omits “your sisters” * 4:4 TR adds “of the
air”
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11He said to them, “To you is given the mystery of God’s Kingdom, but to
those who are outside, all things are done in parables,

12 that ‘seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear
and not understand, lest perhaps they should turn again, and their sins
should be forgiven them.’ ”✡

13 He said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How will you
understand all of the parables?

14The farmer sows the word.
15 The ones by the road are the ones where the word is sown; and when

they have heard, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which
has been sown in them.

16These in the samewayare thosewhoare sownon the rockyplaces,who,
when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with joy.

17They have no root in themselves, but are short-lived. When oppression
or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they stumble.

18Others are those who are sown among the thorns. These are those who
have heard the word,

19and the cares of this age, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

20 Those which were sown on the good ground are those who hear the
word, accept it, andbear fruit, some thirty times, some sixty times, and some
one hundred times.”

21He said to them, “Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket † or under
a bed? Isn’t it put on a stand?

22 For there is nothing hidden except that it should be made known,
neither was anythingmade secret but that it should come to light.

23 If anyman has ears to hear, let him hear.”
24He said to them, “Takeheedwhat youhear. Withwhatevermeasure you

measure, itwill bemeasured toyou; andmorewill begiven toyouwhohear.
25 For whoever has, to him more will be given; and he who doesn’t have,

even that which he has will be taken away from him.”
26He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if a man should cast seed on the earth,
27 and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should spring up

and grow, though he doesn’t know how.
28 For the earth bears fruit by itself: first the blade, then the ear, then the

full grain in the ear.
29Butwhen the fruit is ripe, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the

harvest has come.”
30He said, “Howwill we liken God’s Kingdom? Or with what parable will

we illustrate it?
31 It’s like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth,

though it is less than all the seeds that are on the earth,
32 yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes greater than all the herbs,

and puts out great branches, so that the birds of the sky can lodge under its
shadow.”

33Withmany such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able
to hear it.

34 Without a parable he didn’t speak to them; but privately to his own
disciples he explained everything.
✡ 4:12 Isaiah 6:9-10 † 4:21 literally, a modion, a dry measuring basket containing about a peck
(about 9 liters)
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35On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let’s go over to
the other side.”

36Leaving the multitude, they took him with them, even as he was, in the
boat. Other small boats were also with him.

37A big wind storm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so much that
the boat was already filled.

38He himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him
up and asked him, “Teacher, don’t you care that we are dying?”

39He awoke and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
The wind ceased and there was a great calm.

40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? How is it that you have no
faith?”

41Theywere greatly afraid and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”

5
1They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.
2When he had come out of the boat, immediately a man with an unclean

spirit met him out of the tombs.
3He lived in the tombs. Nobody could bind him any more, not even with

chains,
4because he had been often boundwith fetters and chains, and the chains

had been torn apart by him, and the fetters broken in pieces. Nobody had
the strength to tame him.

5Always, night and day, in the tombs and in themountains, he was crying
out, and cutting himself with stones.

6When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and bowed down to him,
7 and crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have I to do with you,

Jesus, you Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, don’t torment
me.”

8For he said to him, “Come out of theman, you unclean spirit!”
9He asked him, “What is your name?”
He said to him, “My name is Legion, for we aremany.”
10 He begged him much that he would not send them away out of the

country.
11Now on themountainside there was a great herd of pigs feeding.
12All the demons begged him, saying, “Send us into the pigs, that we may

enter into them.”
13At once Jesus gave them permission. The unclean spirits came out and

entered into thepigs. Theherdofabout two thousandrusheddownthe steep
bank into the sea, and they were drowned in the sea.

14Those who fed the pigs fled, and told it in the city and in the country.
The people came to see what it was that had happened.
15 They came to Jesus, and saw him who had been possessed by demons

sitting, clothed, and inhis rightmind, evenhimwhohad the legion; and they
were afraid.

16 Those who saw it declared to them what happened to him who was
possessed by demons, and about the pigs.

17They began to beg him to depart from their region.
18As hewas entering into the boat, hewhohad been possessed by demons

begged him that hemight be with him.
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19He didn’t allow him, but said to him, “Go to your house, to your friends,
and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you and how he had
mercy on you.”

20Hewenthisway, andbegan toproclaim inDecapolishowJesushaddone
great things for him, and everyonemarveled.

21When Jesus had crossed back over in the boat to the other side, a great
multitude was gathered to him; and he was by the sea.

22 Behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, came; and
seeing him, he fell at his feet

23andbeggedhimmuch, saying, “Mylittledaughter is at thepointofdeath.
Please come and lay your hands on her, that she may be made healthy, and
live.”

24Hewentwithhim, andagreatmultitude followedhim, and theypressed
upon him on all sides.

25A certain womanwho had a discharge of blood for twelve years,
26 and had suffered many things by many physicians, and had spent all

that she had, and was no better, but rather grewworse,
27 having heard the things concerning Jesus, came up behind him in the

crowd and touched his clothes.
28For she said, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be made well.”
29 Immediately the flowof her bloodwas dried up, and she felt in her body

that she was healed of her affliction.
30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in himself that the power had gone

out from him, turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my
clothes?”

31His disciples said to him, “You see the multitude pressing against you,
and you say, ‘Who touchedme?’ ”

32He looked around to see her who had done this thing.
33But thewoman, fearing and trembling, knowingwhat had been done to

her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.
34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith hasmade youwell. Go in peace, and

be cured of your disease.”
35 While he was still speaking, people came from the synagogue ruler’s

house, saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the Teacher anymore?”
36But Jesus, when he heard the message spoken, immediately said to the

ruler of the synagogue, “Don’t be afraid, only believe.”
37 He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John the

brother of James.
38Hecame to the synagogue ruler’s house, andhe sawanuproar,weeping,

and great wailing.
39When he had entered in, he said to them, “Why do youmake an uproar

and weep? The child is not dead, but is asleep.”
40 They ridiculed him. But he, having put them all out, took the father of

the child, her mother, and those whowere with him, and went in where the
child was lying.

41 Taking the child by the hand, he said to her, “Talitha cumi!” which
means, being interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get up!”

42 Immediately the girl rose up and walked, for she was twelve years old.
They were amazed with great amazement.

43He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and commanded
that something should be given to her to eat.
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6
1Hewent out from there. He came into his own country, and his disciples

followed him.
2When the Sabbath had come, he began to teach in the synagogue, and

many hearing him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these
things?” and, “What is thewisdom that is given to thisman, that suchmighty
works come about by his hands?

3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James, Joses,
Judah, and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” So they were offended
at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his own
country, and among his own relatives, and in his own house.”

5He could do nomightywork there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and healed them.

6Hemarveled because of their unbelief.
He went around the villages teaching.
7He called to himself the twelve, and began to send them out two by two;

and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits.
8 He commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey,

except a staff only: no bread, no wallet, nomoney in their purse,
9but to wear sandals, and not put on two tunics.
10He said to them, “Wherever you enter into a house, stay there until you

depart from there.
11Whoever will not receive you nor hear you, as you depart from there,

shake off the dust that is under your feet for a testimony against them.
Assuredly, I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in
the day of judgment than for that city!”

12They went out and preached that people should repent.
13They cast outmany demons, and anointedmanywith oil whowere sick

and healed them.
14 King Herod heard this, for his name had become known, and he said,

“John the Baptizer has risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are
at work in him.”

15But others said, “He is Elijah.” Others said, “He is a prophet, or like one
of the prophets.”

16ButHerod,whenheheard this, said, “This is John,whom Ibeheaded. He
has risen from the dead.”

17 For Herod himself had sent out and arrested John and bound him in
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’swife, for he hadmarried
her.

18 For John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.”

19Herodias setherself againsthimanddesired tokill him, but shecouldn’t,
20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,

and kept him safe. When he heard him, he did many things, and he heard
him gladly.

21Thenaconvenientday camewhenHerodonhisbirthdaymadea supper
for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee.

22When thedaughter ofHerodias herself came inanddanced, shepleased
Herod and those sitting with him. The king said to the young lady, “Ask me
whatever you want, and I will give it to you.”
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23He swore to her, “Whatever you ask of me, I will give you, up to half of
my kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?”
She said, “The head of John the Baptizer.”
25 She came in immediately with haste to the king and requested, “I want

you to give me right now the head of John the Baptizer on a platter.”
26 The king was exceedingly sorry, but for the sake of his oaths and of his

dinner guests, he didn’t wish to refuse her.
27 Immediately the king sent out a soldier of his guard and commanded to

bring John’s head; and he went and beheaded him in the prison,
28and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the young lady; and the

young lady gave it to her mother.
29Whenhis disciples heard this, they cameand tookuphis corpse and laid

it in a tomb.
30 The apostles gathered themselves together to Jesus, and they told him

all things, whatever they had done, and whatever they had taught.
31He said to them, “Comeaway into a deserted place, and rest awhile.” For

there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to
eat.

32They went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.
33They* saw them going, andmany recognized him and ran there on foot

from all the cities. They arrived before them and came together to him.
34 Jesus came out, saw a great multitude, and he had compassion on them

because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach
themmany things.

35When it was late in the day, his disciples came to him and said, “This
place is deserted, and it is late in the day.

36 Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and
villages and buy themselves bread, for they have nothing to eat.”

37But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.”
They asked him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii† worth of

bread and give them something to eat?”
38He said to them, “Howmany loaves do you have? Go see.”
When they knew, they said, “Five, and two fish.”
39He commanded them that everyone should sit down in groups on the

green grass.
40They sat down in ranks, by hundreds and by fifties.
41He took the five loaves and the two fish; and looking up to heaven, he

blessed and broke the loaves, and he gave to his disciples to set before them,
and he divided the two fish among them all.

42They all ate and were filled.
43They took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and also of the fish.
44Those who ate the loaves were‡ five thousandmen.
45 Immediately hemade his disciples get into the boat and go ahead to the

other side, to Bethsaida, while he himself sent themultitude away.
46After he had taken leave of them, he went up themountain to pray.
47When evening had come, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he

was alone on the land.
* 6:33 TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” † 6:37 200 denarii was about 7 or 8 months
wages for an agricultural laborer. ‡ 6:44 TR adds “about”
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48 Seeing them distressed in rowing, for the wind was contrary to them,
about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea; ✡
and he would have passed by them,

49but they, when they saw himwalking on the sea, supposed that it was a
ghost, and cried out;

50 for they all saw him andwere troubled. But he immediately spokewith
them and said to them, “Cheer up! It is I!§ Don’t be afraid.”

51Hegot into the boatwith them; and thewind ceased, and theywere very
amazed among themselves, andmarveled;

52 for they hadn’t understood about the loaves, but their hearts were
hardened.

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored to the shore.

54When theyhadcomeout of theboat, immediately thepeople recognized
him,

55 and ran around that whole region, and began to bring those who were
sick on their mats to where they heard he was.

56Wherever he entered—into villages, or into cities, or into the country—
they laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged him that they might just
touch the fringe* of his garment; and as many as touched him were made
well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered together to him,

having come from Jerusalem.
2Nowwhen they saw some of his disciples eating bread with defiled, that

is unwashed, hands, they found fault.
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews don’t eat unless theywash their hands

and forearms, holding to the tradition of the elders.
4They don’t eat when they come from the marketplace unless they bathe

themselves, and there are many other things which they have received to
hold to: washings of cups, pitchers, bronze vessels, and couches.)

5The Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Whydon’t your discipleswalk
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with unwashed
hands?”

6He answered them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is
written,
‘This people honors mewith their lips,

but their heart is far fromme.
7They worshipme in vain,

teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’✡
8 “For you set aside the commandment of God, and hold tightly to the

tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and you domany other
such things.”

9He said to them, “Full well do you reject the commandment of God, that
youmay keep your tradition.

10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother;’✡ and, ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.’✡

✡ 6:48 See Job 9:8 § 6:50 or, “I AM!” * 6:56 or, tassel ✡ 7:7 Isaiah 29:13 ✡ 7:10 Exodus
20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 7:10 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9
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11But you say, ‘If aman tells his father or hismother, “Whatever profit you
might have received fromme is Corban,” ’ ”* that is to say, given to God,

12 “then you no longer allow him to do anything for his father or his
mother,

13making void the word of God by your tradition which you have handed
down. You domany things like this.”

14He called all the multitude to himself and said to them, “Hear me, all of
you, and understand.

15There is nothing from outside of the man that going into him can defile
him; but the things which proceed out of the man are those that defile the
man.

16 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!”†
17 When he had entered into a house away from the multitude, his

disciples asked him about the parable.
18 He said to them, “Are you also without understanding? Don’t you

perceive that whatever goes into theman from outside can’t defile him,
19 because it doesn’t go into his heart, but into his stomach, then into the

latrine, making all foods clean?”‡
20He said, “That which proceeds out of theman, that defiles theman.
21 For from within, out of the hearts of men, proceed evil thoughts,

adulteries, sexual sins, murders, thefts,
22 covetings, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, an evil eye, blasphemy,

pride, and foolishness.
23All these evil things come fromwithin and defile theman.”
24From there he arose andwent away into the borders of Tyre and Sidon.

He entered into a house and didn’t want anyone to know it, but he couldn’t
escape notice.

25For a womanwhose little daughter had an unclean spirit, having heard
of him, came and fell down at his feet.

26NowthewomanwasaGreek, a Syrophoenicianby race. Shebeggedhim
that he would cast the demon out of her daughter.

27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not
appropriate to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”

28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord. Yet even the dogs under the table eat
the children’s crumbs.”

29He said to her, “For this saying, go your way. The demon has gone out of
your daughter.”

30Shewent away toher house, and found the child havingbeen laid on the
bed, with the demon gone out.

31Again he departed from the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and came to the
sea of Galilee through themiddle of the region of Decapolis.

32 They brought to him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his
speech. They begged him to lay his hand on him.

33He took him aside from themultitude privately and put his fingers into
his ears; and he spat and touched his tongue.

34Looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is,
“Be opened!”
* 7:11 Corban is aHebrewword for anofferingdevoted toGod. † 7:16 NUomits verse 16. ‡ 7:19
NU ends Jesus’ direct quote and question after “latrine”, ending the verse with “Thus he declared all
foods clean.
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35 Immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue
was released, and he spoke clearly.

36 He commanded them that they should tell no one, but the more he
commanded them, somuch themore widely they proclaimed it.

37They were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things
well. Hemakes even the deaf hear and themute speak!”

8
1 In those days, when there was a very great multitude, and they had

nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to himself and said to them,
2 “I have compassion on themultitude, because they have stayed with me

now three days and have nothing to eat.
3 If I send them away fasting to their home, they will faint on the way, for

some of them have come a long way.”
4His disciples answered him, “Fromwhere could one satisfy these people

with bread here in a deserted place?”
5He asked them, “Howmany loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground, and he took

the seven loaves. Having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his
disciples to serve, and they served themultitude.

7 They also had a few small fish. Having blessed them, he said to serve
these also.

8 They ate and were filled. They took up seven baskets of broken pieces
that were left over.

9Thosewhohadeatenwereabout four thousand. Thenhesent themaway.
10 Immediately he entered into the boat with his disciples and came into

the region of Dalmanutha.
11The Pharisees came out and began to question him, seeking from him a

sign from heaven and testing him.
12He sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation* seek

a sign? Most certainly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.”
13He left them, andagainentering into theboat, departed to theother side.
14 They forgot to take bread; and they didn’t have more than one loaf in

the boat with them.
15 He warned them, saying, “Take heed: beware of the yeast of the

Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”
16 They reasoned with one another, saying, “It’s because we have no

bread.”
17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to them, “Why do you reason that it’s because

youhave no bread? Don’t you perceive yet or understand? Is your heart still
hardened?

18 Having eyes, don’t you see? Having ears, don’t you hear? Don’t you
remember?

19 When I broke the five loaves among the five thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed the four thousand, how many baskets full

of broken pieces did you take up?”
* 8:12 The word translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”, or
“family”.
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They told him, “Seven.”
21He asked them, “Don’t you understand yet?”
22He came toBethsaida. They brought a blindman to himandbeggedhim

to touch him.
23He took hold of the blind man by the hand, and brought him out of the

village. When he had spat on his eyes, and laid his hands on him, he asked
him if he saw anything.

24He looked up, and said, “I see men, but I see them like walking trees.”
25 Then again he laid his hands on his eyes. He looked intently, and was

restored, and saw everyone clearly.
26He sent him away to his house, saying, “Don’t enter into the village, nor

tell anyone in the village.”
27 Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the villages of Caesarea Philippi.

On the way he asked his disciples, “Who domen say that I am?”
28They told him, “John the Baptizer, and others say Elijah, but others, one

of the prophets.”
29He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
30He commanded them that they should tell no one about him.
31He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things,

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again.

32He spoke to them openly. Peter took him and began to rebuke him.
33But he, turning around and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and said,

“Get behind me, Satan! For you have in mind not the things of God, but the
things of men.”

34He called the multitude to himself with his disciples and said to them,
“Whoever wants to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and followme.

35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it; andwhoever will lose his
life for my sake and the sake of the Good News will save it.

36Forwhatdoes it profit aman to gain thewholeworldand forfeit his life?
37For what will a man give in exchange for his life?
38For whoever will be ashamed of me and of mywords in this adulterous

and sinful generation, the Son of Man also will be ashamed of himwhen he
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

9
1He said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, there are some standing here

who will in no way taste death until they see God’s Kingdom come with
power.”

2 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, and brought
themup onto a highmountain privately by themselves, and hewas changed
into another form in front of them.

3His clothing became glistening, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no
launderer on earth can whiten them.

4Elijah andMoses appeared to them, and they were talking with Jesus.
5Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good forus tobehere. Let’smake three

tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6For he didn’t knowwhat to say, for they were very afraid.
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7A cloud came, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud,
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they saw no one with them any more, except
Jesus only.

9As theywere comingdownfromthemountain, he commanded themthat
they should tell no onewhat things they had seen, until after the Son ofMan
had risen from the dead.

10 They kept this saying to themselves, questioning what the “rising from
the dead” meant.

11 They asked him, saying, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come
first?”

12He said to them, “Elijah indeed comes first, and restores all things. How
is it written about the Son of Man, that he should suffer many things and be
despised?

13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they have also done to him
whatever they wanted to, even as it is written about him.”

14 Coming to the disciples, he saw a great multitude around them, and
scribes questioning them.

15 Immediately all the multitude, when they saw him, were greatly
amazed, and running to him, greeted him.

16He asked the scribes, “What are you asking them?”
17One of the multitude answered, “Teacher, I brought to youmy son, who

has amute spirit;
18 and wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; and he foams at the

mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to cast it
out, and they weren’t able.”

19 He answered him, “Unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with
you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him tome.”

20They brought him to him, andwhen he saw him, immediately the spirit
convulsed him and he fell on the ground, wallowing and foaming at the
mouth.

21Heaskedhis father, “How longhas it been since this has beenhappening
to him?”
He said, “From childhood.
22Often it has cast himboth into the fire and into thewater to destroy him.

But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to himwho

believes.”
24 Immediately the father of the child cried out with tears, “I believe. Help

my unbelief!”
25 When Jesus saw that a multitude came running together, he rebuked

the unclean spirit, saying to him, “Youmute and deaf spirit, I command you,
come out of him, and never enter him again!”

26After crying out and convulsing him greatly, it came out of him. The boy
became like one dead, so much that most of them said, “He is dead.”

27But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him up; and he arose.
28 When he had come into the house, his disciples asked him privately,

“Why couldn’t we cast it out?”
29He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but by prayer and

fasting.”
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30 They went out from there and passed through Galilee. He didn’t want
anyone to know it,

31 for he was teaching his disciples, and said to them, “The Son of Man is
being handed over to the hands of men, and they will kill him; andwhen he
is killed, on the third day he will rise again.”

32But they didn’t understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.
33He came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked them,

“What were you arguing among yourselves on the way?”
34But theywere silent, for they had disputedwith one another on theway

about whowas the greatest.
35 He sat down and called the twelve; and he said to them, “If any man

wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all.”
36He took a little child and set him in the middle of them. Taking him in

his arms, he said to them,
37 “Whoever receives one such little child in my name receives me; and

whoever receives me, doesn’t receive me, but himwho sent me.”
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone who doesn’t follow us

casting out demons in your name; and we forbade him, because he doesn’t
follow us.”

39But Jesus said, “Don’t forbidhim, for there isnoonewhowill doamighty
work inmy name and be able quickly to speak evil of me.

40For whoever is not against us is on our side.
41 For whoever will give you a cup of water to drink in my name because

you are Christ’s, most certainly I tell you, he will in no way lose his reward.
42 “Whoever will cause one of these little ones who believe in me to

stumble, it would be better for him if he were thrown into the sea with a
millstone hung around his neck.

43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
into life maimed, rather than having your two hands to go into Gehenna, *
into the unquenchable fire,

44 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and the fire is not quenched.’ ✡†
45 If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter

into life lame, rather than having your two feet to be cast into Gehenna, ‡
into the fire that will never be quenched—

46 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and the fire is not quenched.’ §
47 If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out. It is better for you to

enter into God’s Kingdom with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into the Gehenna* of fire,

48 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and the fire is not quenched.’ ✡
49 For everyone will be salted with fire, and every sacrifice will be sea-

soned with salt.
50Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, withwhatwill you season

it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
10

1He arose from there and came into the borders of Judea and beyond the
Jordan. Multitudes came together to him again. As he usually did, he was
again teaching them.
* 9:43 or, Hell ✡ 9:44 Isaiah 66:24 † 9:44 NU omits verse 44. ‡ 9:45 or, Hell § 9:46 NU
omits verse 46. * 9:47 or, Hell ✡ 9:48 Isaiah 66:24



Mark 10:2 1692 Mark 10:25

2Pharisees came to him testing him, and asked him, “Is it lawful for aman
to divorce his wife?”

3He answered, “What did Moses command you?”
4 They said, “Moses allowed a certificate of divorce to be written, and to

divorce her.”
5 But Jesus said to them, “For your hardness of heart, he wrote you this

commandment.
6 But from the beginning of the creation, God made them male and

female.✡
7For this cause amanwill leave his father andmother, andwill join to his

wife,
8 and the two will become one flesh,✡ so that they are no longer two, but

one flesh.
9What therefore God has joined together, let noman separate.”
10 In the house, his disciples asked him again about the samematter.
11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another

commits adultery against her.
12 If a woman herself divorces her husband and marries another, she

commits adultery.”
13Theywerebringing tohim little children, that he should touch them, but

the disciples rebuked those whowere bringing them.
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was moved with indignation and said to

them, “Allow the little children to come to me! Don’t forbid them, for God’s
Kingdom belongs to such as these.

15Most certainly I tell you, whoever will not receive God’s Kingdom like a
little child, he will in no way enter into it.”

16He took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.
17As he was going out into the way, one ran to him, knelt before him, and

asked him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”
18 Jesus said tohim, “Whydoyou callmegood? Noone is goodexcept one—

God.
19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not commit adul-

tery,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not give false testimony,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor
your father andmother.’ ”✡

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have observed all these things from my
youth.”

21 Jesus looking at him loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack.
Go, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, followme, taking up the cross.”

22But his face fell at that saying, and he went away sorrowful, for he was
one who had great possessions.

23 Jesus lookedaroundandsaid tohisdisciples, “Howdifficult it is for those
who have riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!”

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus answered again,
“Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter into God’s
Kingdom!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich man
to enter into God’s Kingdom.”
✡ 10:6 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 10:8 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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26 They were exceedingly astonished, saying to him, “Then who can be
saved?”

27 Jesus, lookingat them, said, “Withmen it is impossible, butnotwithGod,
for all things are possible with God.”

28Peter began to tell him, “Behold,wehave left all andhave followedyou.”
29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you, there is no one who has left house,

or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or land, for
my sake, and for the sake of the Good News,

30 but he will receive one hundred times more now in this time: houses,
brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land, with persecutions; and in the
age to come eternal life.

31But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
32 They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going in

front of them, and they were amazed; and those who followed were afraid.
He again took the twelve, and began to tell them the things that were going
to happen to him.

33 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son ofManwill be delivered
to the chief priests and the scribes. Theywill condemnhim todeath, andwill
deliver him to the Gentiles.

34Theywillmock him, spit on him, scourge him, and kill him. On the third
day he will rise again.”

35 Jamesand John, the sonsof Zebedee, camenear tohim, saying, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever wewill ask.”

36He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
37 They said to him, “Grant to us that we may sit, one at your right hand

and one at your left hand, in your glory.”
38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking. Are you

able to drink the cup that I drink, and to be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with?”

39They said to him, “We are able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed drink the cup that I drink, and you

shall be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with;
40but to sit atmy right hand and atmy left hand is notmine to give, but for

whom it has been prepared.”
41When the ten heard it, they began to be indignant toward James and

John.
42 Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that they who are

recognized as rulers over the nations lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.

43 But it shall not be so among you, but whoever wants to become great
among you shall be your servant.

44Whoever of youwants to become first among you shall be bondservant
of all.

45 For the Son of Man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

46They came to Jericho. As hewent out from Jerichowith his disciples and
agreatmultitude, the sonofTimaeus, Bartimaeus, ablindbeggar,was sitting
by the road.

47When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and
say, “Jesus, you son of David, havemercy onme!”
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48Many rebukedhim, that he shouldbequiet, but he cried outmuchmore,
“You son of David, havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him.”
They called the blind man, saying to him, “Cheer up! Get up. He is calling

you!”
50He, casting away his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus.
51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”
The blindman said to him, “Rabboni,* that I may see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the way.

11
1When they came near to Jerusalem, to Bethsphage* and Bethany, at the

Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples
2 and said to them, “Go your way into the village that is opposite you.

Immediately as you enter into it, youwill finda youngdonkey tied, onwhich
no one has sat. Untie him and bring him.

3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs him;’
and immediately he will send him back here.”

4 They went away, and found a young donkey tied at the door outside in
the open street, and they untied him.

5Someof thosewho stood there asked them, “What are youdoing, untying
the young donkey?”

6They said to them just as Jesus had said, and they let them go.
7They brought the young donkey to Jesus and threw their garments on it,

and Jesus sat on it.
8Many spread their garments on the way, and others were cutting down

branches from the trees and spreading them on the road.
9 Those who went in front and those who followed cried out, “Hosanna!†

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!✡
10Blessed is the kingdomof our father David that is coming in the name of

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
11 Jesus entered into the temple in Jerusalem. Whenhehad looked around

at everything, it being now evening, hewent out to Bethanywith the twelve.
12The next day, when they had come out from Bethany, he was hungry.
13Seeingafig treeafaroffhaving leaves, hecame to see ifperhapshemight

find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it
was not the season for figs.

14 Jesus told it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!” and his
disciples heard it.

15 They came to Jerusalem, and Jesus entered into the temple and began
to throw out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and
overthrew the money changers’ tables and the seats of those who sold the
doves.

16Hewould not allow anyone to carry a container through the temple.

* 10:51 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrewword for “great teacher.” * 11:1 TR&NU read
“Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage” † 11:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”.
✡ 11:9 Psalms 118:25-26
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17 He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t it written, ‘My house will be called
a house of prayer for all the nations’?✡ But you have made it a den of
robbers!”✡

18 The chief priests and the scribes heard it, and sought how they might
destroy him. For they feared him, because all the multitude was astonished
at his teaching.

19When evening came, he went out of the city.
20As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away

from the roots.
21 Peter, remembering, said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which you

cursed has withered away.”
22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.
23For most certainly I tell you, whoever may tell this mountain, ‘Be taken

up and cast into the sea,’ and doesn’t doubt in his heart, but believes that
what he says is happening, he shall have whatever he says.

24 Therefore I tell you, all things whatever you pray and ask for, believe
that you have received them, and you shall have them.

25 Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against
anyone; so that your Father, who is in heaven, may also forgive you your
transgressions.

26But if youdonot forgive, neitherwill your Father inheaven forgive your
transgressions.”‡

27They came again to Jerusalem, and as hewaswalking in the temple, the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him,

28 and they began saying to him, “By what authority do you do these
things? Or who gave you this authority to do these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will
tell you by what authority I do these things.

30The baptism of John—was it from heaven, or frommen? Answerme.”
31 They reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we should say, ‘From

heaven;’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
32 If we should say, ‘Frommen’ ”—they feared the people, for all held John

to really be a prophet.
33They answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these

things.”

12
1He began to speak to them in parables. “Aman planted a vineyard, put a

hedge around it, dug a pit for the wine press, built a tower, rented it out to a
farmer, and went into another country.

2When it was time, he sent a servant to the farmer to get from the farmer
his share of the fruit of the vineyard.

3They took him, beat him, and sent him away empty.
4 Again, he sent another servant to them; and they threw stones at him,

wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully treated.
5 Again he sent another, and they killed him, and many others, beating

some, and killing some.

✡ 11:17 Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 11:17 Jeremiah 7:11 ‡ 11:26 NU omits verse 26.
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6 Therefore still having one, his beloved son, he sent him last to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

7 But those farmers said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’

8They took him, killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.
9What thereforewill the lordof thevineyarddo? Hewill comeanddestroy

the farmers, and will give the vineyard to others.
10Haven’t you even read this Scripture:

‘The stone which the builders rejected
wasmade the head of the corner.

11This was from the Lord.
It is marvelous in our eyes’?”✡

12They tried to seizehim, but they feared themultitude; for theyperceived
that he spoke the parable against them. They left him andwent away.

13 They sent some of the Pharisees and the Herodians to him, that they
might trap himwith words.

14When they had come, they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are
honest, and don’t defer to anyone; for you aren’t partial to anyone, but truly
teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give?”
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Whydo you testme? Bring

me a denarius, that I may see it.”
16They brought it.
He said to them, “Whose is this image and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesusanswered them, “Render toCaesar the things that areCaesar’s, and

to God the things that are God’s.”
Theymarveled greatly at him.
18 Some Sadducees, who say that there is no resurrection, came to him.

They asked him, saying,
19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us, ‘If a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife

behind him, and leaves no children, that his brother should take his wife
and raise up offspring for his brother.’

20 There were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and dying left no
offspring.

21Thesecond tookher, anddied, leavingnochildrenbehindhim. The third
likewise;

22 and the seven took her and left no children. Last of all the woman also
died.

23 In the resurrection, when they rise, whosewifewill she be of them? For
the seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t this because you aremistaken, not knowing
the Scriptures nor the power of God?

25Forwhen theywill rise from the dead, they neithermarry nor are given
inmarriage, but are like angels in heaven.

26 But about the dead, that they are raised, haven’t you read in the book
of Moses about the Bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?✡

27He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are therefore badly
mistaken.”
✡ 12:11 Psalms 118:22-23 ✡ 12:26 Exodus 3:6
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28 One of the scribes came and heard them questioning together, and
knowing that he had answered them well, asked him, “Which command-
ment is the greatest of all?”

29 Jesusanswered, “Thegreatest is: ‘Hear, Israel, theLordourGod, theLord
is one.

30 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’✡ This is the first
commandment.

31The second is like this: ‘You shall love yourneighbor as yourself.’✡ There
is no other commandment greater than these.”

32The scribe said to him, “Truly, teacher, you have said well that he is one,
and there is none other but he;

33 and to love him with all the heart, with all the understanding, all the
soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not
far from God’s Kingdom.”
No one dared ask him any question after that.
35 Jesus responded, as he taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes

say that the Christ is the son of David?
36For David himself said in the Holy Spirit,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet.” ’✡

37Therefore David himself calls him Lord, so how can he be his son?”
The common people heard him gladly.
38 In his teaching he said to them, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk

in long robes, and to get greetings in themarketplaces,
39and to get the best seats in the synagogues and the best places at feasts,
40 those who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long

prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”
41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and saw how the multitude cast

money into the treasury. Many whowere rich cast in much.
42A poorwidow came and she cast in two small brass coins,* which equal

a quadrans coin.†
43 He called his disciples to himself and said to them, “Most certainly I

tell you, this poor widow gave more than all those who are giving into the
treasury,

44 for they all gave out of their abundance, but she, out of her poverty, gave
all that she had to live on.”

13
1As he went out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Teacher,

see what kind of stones and what kind of buildings!”
2 Jesus said to him, “Doyou see these great buildings? Therewill not be left

here one stone on another, which will not be thrown down.”
✡ 12:30 Deuteronomy 6:4-5 ✡ 12:31 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 12:36 Psalms 110:1 * 12:42 literally,
lepta (or widow’s mites). Lepta are very small brass coins worth half a quadrans each, which is a
quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages.
† 12:42 A quadrans is a coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.
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3As he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John,
and Andrew asked him privately,

4 “Tell us, whenwill these things be? What is the sign that these things are
all about to be fulfilled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell them, “Be careful that no one leads you
astray.

6 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’* and will lead many
astray.

7“Whenyouhear ofwars and rumors ofwars, don’t be troubled. For those
must happen, but the end is not yet.

8For nationwill rise against nation, and kingdomagainst kingdom. There
will be earthquakes in various places. There will be famines and troubles.
These things are the beginning of birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils. You will
be beaten in synagogues. Youwill stand before rulers and kings formy sake,
for a testimony to them.

10The Good Newsmust first be preached to all the nations.
11When they lead you away and deliver you up, don’t be anxious before-

hand or premeditate what you will say, but say whatever will be given you
in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up brother to death, and the father his child.
Children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.

13Youwill be hated by all men formy name’s sake, but he who endures to
the end will be saved.

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation,✡ spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, standingwhere it ought not” (let the reader understand), “then
let those who are in Judea flee to themountains,

15 and let him who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter in, to take
anything out of his house.

16Let himwho is in the field not return back to take his cloak.
17 But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babies in

those days!
18Pray that your flight won’t be in the winter.
19 For in those days there will be oppression, such as there has not been

the like from thebeginning of the creationwhichGod createduntil now, and
never will be.

20Unless theLordhadshortened thedays, nofleshwouldhavebeensaved;
but for the sake of the chosen ones, whom he picked out, he shortened the
days.

21Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’ don’t
believe it.

22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and will show signs and
wonders, that theymay lead astray, if possible, even the chosen ones.

23But you watch.
“Behold, I have told you all things beforehand.
24 But in those days, after that oppression, the sun will be darkened, the

moonwill not give its light,
25 the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers that are in the

heavens will be shaken.✡

* 13:6 or, “I AM!” ✡ 13:14 Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11 ✡ 13:25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4
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26 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power
and glory.

27 Then he will send out his angels, and will gather together his chosen
ones from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the sky.

28 “Now from the fig tree, learn this parable. When the branch has now
become tender and produces its leaves, you know that the summer is near;

29even so you also, when you see these things coming to pass, know that it
is near, at the doors.

30Most certainly I say to you, this generation†will not pass away until all
these things happen.

31Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will not pass away.
32 “But of that day or that hour no one knows—not even the angels in

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
33Watch, keep alert, and pray; for you don’t knowwhen the time is.
34 “It is like a man traveling to another country, having left his house

and given authority to his servants, and to each one his work, and also
commanded the doorkeeper to keep watch.

35 Watch therefore, for you don’t know when the lord of the house is
coming—whether at evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or
in themorning;

36 lest, coming suddenly, he might find you sleeping.
37What I tell you, I tell all: Watch!”

14
1 It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened

Bread, and the chief priests and the scribes sought how theymight seize him
by deception and kill him.

2For they said, “Not during the feast, because theremight be a riot among
the people.”

3While he was at Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the
table, awoman camehaving an alabaster jar of ointment of purenard—very
costly. She broke the jar and poured it over his head.

4 But there were some who were indignant among themselves, saying,
“Why has this ointment been wasted?

5For thismight have been sold formore than three hundred denarii* and
given to the poor.” So they grumbled against her.

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done
a good work for me.

7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want to, you
can do them good; but you will not always haveme.

8 She has done what she could. She has anointedmy body beforehand for
the burying.

9 Most certainly I tell you, wherever this Good News may be preached
throughout the whole world, that which this woman has done will also be
spoken of for amemorial of her.”

10 Judas Iscariot,whowasoneof the twelve,went away to the chief priests,
that hemight deliver him to them.

† 13:30 The word translated “generation” (genea) could also be translated “race”, “family”, or
“people”. * 14:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
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11 They, when they heard it, were glad, and promised to give him money.
He sought how hemight conveniently deliver him.

12On the first day of unleavened bread,when they sacrificed the Passover,
his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and prepare that you
may eat the Passover?”

13He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there
aman carrying a pitcher of water will meet you. Follow him,

14 and wherever he enters in, tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher
says, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?” ’

15He will himself show you a large upper room furnished and ready. Get
ready for us there.”

16Hisdiscipleswent out, and came into the city, and found things ashehad
said to them, and they prepared the Passover.

17When it was evening he camewith the twelve.
18As they sat and were eating, Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you, one of

you will betrayme—he who eats withme.”
19 They began to be sorrowful, and to ask him one by one, “Surely not I?”

And another said, “Surely not I?”
20He answered them, “It is one of the twelve, he who dips with me in the

dish.
21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written about him, but woe to that man

by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for that man if he
had not been born.”

22 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had blessed it, he
broke it and gave to them, and said, “Take, eat. This is my body.”

23He took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave to them. They
all drank of it.

24He said to them, “This ismy blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for many.

25Most certainly I tell you, Iwill nomore drink of the fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it anew in God’s Kingdom.”

26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to theMount of Olives.
27 Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of me

tonight, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered.’✡

28However, after I am raised up, I will go before you into Galilee.”
29But Peter said to him, “Although all will be offended, yet I will not.”
30 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I tell you that you today, even this

night, before the rooster crows twice, you will denyme three times.”
31 But he spoke all the more, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.”

They all said the same thing.
32 They came to a place which was named Gethsemane. He said to his

disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”
33 He took with him Peter, James, and John, and began to be greatly

troubled and distressed.
34He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay

here and watch.”
35He went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it

were possible, the hourmight pass away from him.
✡ 14:27 Zechariah 13:7
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36He said, “Abba,† Father, all things are possible to you. Please remove this
cup fromme. However, not what I desire, but what you desire.”

37He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you
sleeping? Couldn’t you watch one hour?

38 Watch and pray, that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39Again he went away and prayed, saying the samewords.
40 Again he returned and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very

heavy; and they didn’t knowwhat to answer him.
41He came the third time and said to them, “Sleep on now, and take your

rest. It is enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man is betrayed
into the hands of sinners.

42Arise! Let’s get going. Behold, he who betrays me is at hand.”
43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,

came—and with him a multitude with swords and clubs, from the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders.

44Now he who betrayed him had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I
will kiss, that is he. Seize him, and lead him away safely.”

45 When he had come, immediately he came to him and said, “Rabbi!
Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46They laid their hands on him and seized him.
47But a certain one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the

servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.
48 Jesus answered them, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with

swords and clubs to seize me?
49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you didn’t arrest me.

But this is so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.”
50They all left him, and fled.
51A certain youngman followed him, having a linen cloth thrown around

himself over his naked body. The youngmen grabbed him,
52but he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked.
53 They led Jesus away to the high priest. All the chief priests, the elders,

and the scribes came together with him.
54Peter had followed him from a distance, until he came into the court of

the high priest. He was sitting with the officers, andwarming himself in the
light of the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the whole council sought witnesses against
Jesus to put him to death, and found none.

56 For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony didn’t
agree with each other.

57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying,
58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,

and in three days I will build another made without hands.’ ”
59Even so, their testimony didn’t agree.
60 The high priest stood up in the middle, and asked Jesus, “Have you no

answer? What is it which these testify against you?”
61But he stayed quiet, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked

him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”
† 14:36 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar,
respectful, and loving way.
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62 Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
Power, and coming with the clouds of the sky.”

63The high priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need havewe of
witnesses?

64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” They all con-
demned him to be worthy of death.

65 Some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to beat him with
fists, and to tell him, “Prophesy!” The officers struck him with the palms of
their hands.

66As Peter was in the courtyard below, one of the maids of the high priest
came,

67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You
were also with the Nazarene, Jesus!”

68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are
saying.” Hewent out on the porch, and the rooster crowed.

69 The maid saw him and began again to tell those who stood by, “This is
one of them.”

70But he again denied it. After a little while again those who stood by said
to Peter, “You truly are one of them, for you are a Galilean, and your speech
shows it.”

71But he began to curse and to swear, “I don’t know thisman ofwhomyou
speak!”

72The rooster crowed the second time. Peter remembered the words that
Jesus said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three
times.” When he thought about that, he wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning the chief priests, with the elders, scribes,

and the whole council, held a consultation, bound Jesus, carried him away,
and delivered him up to Pilate.

2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
He answered, “So you say.”
3The chief priests accused him of many things.
4Pilate again asked him, “Have youno answer? See howmany things they

testify against you!”
5But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate marveled.
6Now at the feast he used to release to them one prisoner, whomever they

asked of him.
7 There was one called Barabbas, bound with his fellow insurgents, men

who in the insurrection had committedmurder.
8The multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do as he always did for

them.
9Pilate answered them, saying, “Doyouwantme to release to you theKing

of the Jews?”
10For he perceived that for envy the chief priests had delivered him up.
11 But the chief priests stirred up the multitude, that he should release

Barabbas to them instead.
12 Pilate again asked them, “What then should I do to him whom you call

the King of the Jews?”
13They cried out again, “Crucify him!”
14Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?”
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But they cried out exceedingly, “Crucify him!”
15Pilate, wishing to please the multitude, released Barabbas to them, and

handed over Jesus, when he had flogged him, to be crucified.
16 The soldiers led him away within the court, which is the Praetorium;

and they called together the whole cohort.
17They clothed himwith purple; andweaving a crown of thorns, they put

it on him.
18They began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
19 They struck his head with a reed and spat on him, and bowing their

knees, did homage to him.
20When they hadmocked him, they took the purple cloak off him, and put

his own garments on him. They led him out to crucify him.
21 They compelled one passing by, coming from the country, Simon of

Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with them that he might
bear his cross.

22 They brought him to the place called Golgotha, which is, being inter-
preted, “The place of a skull.”

23They offered himwinemixed withmyrrh to drink, but he didn’t take it.
24 Crucifying him, they parted his garments among them, casting lots on

them, what each should take.
25 It was the third hour* when they crucified him.
26The superscription of his accusation was written over him: “THE KING

OF THE JEWS.”
27With him they crucified two robbers, one on his right hand, and one on

his left.
28The Scripturewas fulfilledwhich says, “Hewas countedwith transgres-

sors.”†
29Thosewho passed by blasphemed him,wagging their heads and saying,

“Ha! Youwho destroy the temple and build it in three days,
30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!”
31 Likewise, also the chief priests mocking among themselves with the

scribes said, “He saved others. He can’t save himself.
32Let the Christ, theKing of Israel, nowcomedown from the cross, thatwe

may see andbelieve him.”‡ Thosewhowere crucifiedwith himalso insulted
him.

33Whenthesixthhour§hadcome, therewasdarknessover thewhole land
until the ninth hour.*

34At the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” which is, being interpreted, “MyGod, my God, why have you
forsakenme?” ✡

35 Some of those who stood by, when they heard it, said, “Behold, he is
calling Elijah.”

36One ran, and filling a sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it
to him to drink, saying, “Let him be. Let’s see whether Elijah comes to take
him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and gave up the spirit.
38The veil of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom.

* 15:25 9:00 a.m. † 15:28 NU omits verse 28. ‡ 15:32 TR omits “him” § 15:33 or, noon
* 15:33 3:00 p.m. ✡ 15:34 Psalms 22:1
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39When the centurion, who stood by opposite him, saw that he cried out
like this and breathed his last, he said, “Truly this manwas the Son of God!”

40 There were also women watching from afar, among whom were both
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and
Salome;

41who, when he was in Galilee, followed him and served him; and many
other womenwho came upwith him to Jerusalem.

42When evening had now come, because it was the Preparation Day, that
is, the day before the Sabbath,

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent council member who also himself
was looking for God’s Kingdom, came. He boldlywent in to Pilate, and asked
for Jesus’ body.

44Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead; and summoning
the centurion, he asked himwhether he had been dead long.

45When he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.
46He bought a linen cloth, and taking him down, wound him in the linen

cloth and laid him in a tomb which had been cut out of a rock. He rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb.

47MaryMagdalene andMary themother of Joses, sawwhere he was laid.

16
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of

James, and Salome bought spices, that theymight come and anoint him.
2Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the

sun had risen.
3Theywere saying among themselves, “Whowill roll away the stone from

the door of the tomb for us?”
4 for it was very big. Looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back.
5 Entering into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,

dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed.
6He said to them, “Don’t be amazed. You seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who

has been crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they
laid him!

7But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He goes before you into Galilee. There
you will see him, as he said to you.’ ”

8Theywent out,* and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment
had come on them. They said nothing to anyone; for they were afraid.†

9 ‡Nowwhen he had risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared
first to MaryMagdalene, fromwhom he had cast out seven demons.

10 She went and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and
wept.

11 When they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they
disbelieved.
* 16:8 TR adds “quickly” † 16:8 One isolated manuscript omits verses 9-20 but adds this “short
ending of Mark” to the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded them briefly to
those around Peter. After that, Jesus himself sent them out, from east to west, with the sacred and
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. ‡ 16:9 NU includes the text of verses 9-20, but
mentions in a footnote that a few manuscripts omitted it. The translators of the World English Bible
regard Mark 16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of textual evidence, including
not only the authoritative Greek Majority Text New Testament, but also the TR and many of the
manuscripts cited in the NU text.
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12 After these things he was revealed in another form to two of them as
they walked, on their way into the country.

13They went away and told it to the rest. They didn’t believe them, either.
14 Afterward he was revealed to the eleven themselves as they sat at the

table; andherebuked themfor theirunbelief andhardnessofheart, because
they didn’t believe those who had seen him after he had risen.

15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to the
whole creation.

16He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who disbelieves
will be condemned.

17 These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak with new languages;

18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it will in
no way hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord,§ after he had spoken to them, was received up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.

20They went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them
and confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen.

§ 16:19 NU adds “Jesus”
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The Good News According to
Luke

1Sincemanyhaveundertaken to set in order anarrative concerning those
matters which have been fulfilled among us,

2 even as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word delivered them to us,

3 it seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all things accu-
rately from the first, to write to you in order, most excellent Theophilus;

4 that you might know the certainty concerning the things in which you
were instructed.

5Therewas in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the priestly division of Abijah. He had a wife of the daughters
of Aaron, and her namewas Elizabeth.

6 They were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord.

7But they had no child, because Elizabethwas barren, and they bothwere
well advanced in years.

8Now while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his
division

9according to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to enter into the
temple of the Lord and burn incense.

10 The whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of
incense.

11An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the
altar of incense.

12Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.
13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, because your

request has been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John.

14Youwill have joy and gladness, andmanywill rejoice at his birth.
15Forhewill be great in the sight of theLord, andhewill drinknowinenor

strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb.

16Hewill turnmany of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.
17Hewill go beforehim in the spirit andpower of Elijah, ‘to turn thehearts

of the fathers to the children,’✡ and the disobedient to thewisdomof the just;
to prepare a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an old
man, andmywife is well advanced in years.”

19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God. I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

20Behold,* youwill be silent and not able to speak until the day that these
things will happen, because you didn’t believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their proper time.”
✡ 1:17 Malachi 4:6 * 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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21 The people were waiting for Zacharias, and they marveled that he
delayed in the temple.

22When he came out, he could not speak to them. They perceived that he
had seen a vision in the temple. He continued making signs to them, and
remainedmute.

23When the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his house.
24 After these days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she hid herself five

months, saying,
25 “Thus has the Lord done to me in the days in which he looked at me, to

take awaymy reproach amongmen.”
26Now in the sixthmonth, the angel Gabriel was sent fromGod to a city of

Galilee named Nazareth,
27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man whose name was Joseph, of

David’s house. The virgin’s namewasMary.
28Having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, you highly favored one!

The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women!”
29 But when she saw him, she was greatly troubled at the saying, and

considered what kind of salutation this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor

with God.
31Behold, youwill conceive inyourwombandgivebirth toa son, and shall

name him ‘Jesus.’
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord

Godwill give him the throne of his father David,
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end

to his Kingdom.”
34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, seeing I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the

power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also the holy one
who is born from youwill be called the Son of God.

36Behold, Elizabeth your relative also has conceived a son in her old age;
and this is the sixthmonth with her whowas called barren.

37For nothing spoken by God is impossible.”†
38 Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the Lord; let it be done to me

according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
39Mary arose in those days andwent into the hill country with haste, into

a city of Judah,
40and entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb;

and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42 She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
43Why am I so favored, that themother of my Lord should come tome?
44For behold, when the voice of your greeting came intomy ears, the baby

leaped inmywomb for joy!
45Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of the things

which have been spoken to her from the Lord!”
46Mary said,

† 1:37 or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.”
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“My soul magnifies the Lord.
47My spirit has rejoiced in Godmy Savior,
48 for he has looked at the humble state of his servant.

For behold, from now on, all generations will call me blessed.
49For he who is mighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name.
50His mercy is for generations and generations on those who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52He has put down princes from their thrones,
and has exalted the lowly.

53He has filled the hungry with good things.
He has sent the rich away empty.

54He has given help to Israel, his servant, that hemight remembermercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and his offspring‡ forever.”

56 Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her
house.

57Now the time that Elizabeth should give birthwas fulfilled, and she gave
birth to a son.

58Her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had magnified his
mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day, they came to circumcise the child; and they would
have called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

60His mother answered, “Not so; but he will be called John.”
61They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by

this name.”
62Theymade signs to his father, what he would have him called.
63He asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.”
They all marveled.
64Hismouthwas opened immediately and his tongue freed, and he spoke,

blessing God.
65 Fear came on all who lived around them, and all these sayings were

talked about throughout all the hill country of Judea.
66All who heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, “What thenwill

this child be?” The hand of the Lord was with him.
67 His father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,

saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people;
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant

David
70 (as he spoke by themouth of his holy prophetswho have been fromof
old),

71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to showmercy toward our fathers,

to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our father,

74 to grant to us that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies,
should serve himwithout fear,

‡ 1:55 or, seed
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75 in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.
76And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the remission of their
sins,

78because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the dawn from on high will visit us,
79 to shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death;
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 The child was growing and becoming strong in spirit, and was in the
desert until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

2
1Now in those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be enrolled.
2 This was the first enrollment made when Quirinius was governor of

Syria.
3All went to enroll themselves, everyone to his own city.
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,

to David’s city, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family of David,

5 to enroll himself with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him as
wife, being pregnant.

6While they were there, the day had come for her to give birth.
7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in bands of cloth

and laid him in a feeding trough, because therewas no room for them in the
inn.

8 There were shepherds in the same country staying in the field, and
keeping watch by night over their flock.

9 Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified.

10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy which will be to all the people.

11For there is born to you today, in David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ* the
Lord.

12 This is the sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth,
lying in a feeding trough.”

13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

on earth peace, good will towardmen.”
15When the angels went away from them into the sky, the shepherds said

to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 They came with haste and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby
was lying in the feeding trough.

17When they saw it, they publicized widely the saying which was spoken
to them about this child.

* 2:11 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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18All who heard it wondered at the things which were spoken to them by
the shepherds.

19But Mary kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart.
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things

that they had heard and seen, just as it was told them.
21 When eight days were fulfilled for the circumcision of the child, his

name was called Jesus, which was given by the angel before he was con-
ceived in the womb.

22When the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were
fulfilled, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord

23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Everymalewho opens thewomb
shall be called holy to the Lord”),✡

24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the
Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”✡

25 Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This
manwas righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was on him.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.†

27He came in the Spirit into the temple. When the parents brought in the
child, Jesus, that they might do concerning him according to the custom of
the law,

28 then he received him into his arms and blessed God, and said,
29 “Now you are releasing your servant, Master,

according to your word, in peace;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31which you have prepared before the face of all peoples;
32a light for revelation to the nations,

and the glory of your people Israel.”
33 Joseph and hismotherweremarveling at the thingswhichwere spoken

concerning him.
34 Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, his mother, “Behold, this child

is appointed for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
which is spoken against.

35 Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul, that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed.”

36Therewas one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher (she was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven years
from her virginity,

37 and she had been a widow for about eighty-four years), who didn’t
depart from the temple, worshiping with fastings and petitions night and
day.

38 Coming up at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of
him to all those whowere looking for redemption in Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished all things that were according to the law
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

40 The child was growing, and was becoming strong in spirit, being filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.
✡ 2:23 Exodus 13:2,12 ✡ 2:24 Leviticus 12:8 † 2:26 “Christ” (Greek) and “Messiah” (Hebrew)
bothmean “Anointed One”
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41His parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover.
42When he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to

the custom of the feast;
43 and when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the boy

Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and his mother didn’t know it,
44but supposing him to be in the company, theywent a day’s journey; and

they looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances.
45When they didn’t find him, they returned to Jerusalem, looking for him.
46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the middle of

the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.
47All who heard himwere amazed at his understanding and his answers.
48When they saw him, they were astonished; and his mother said to him,

“Son, why have you treated us this way? Behold, your father and I were
anxiously looking for you.”

49He said to them, “Whywere you looking for me? Didn’t you know that I
must be inmy Father’s house?”

50They didn’t understand the saying which he spoke to them.
51And he went downwith them and came to Nazareth. He was subject to

them, and his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and

men.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate

being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his
brotherPhilip tetrarchof the regionof IturaeaandTrachonitis, andLysanias
tetrarch of Abilene,

2during thehighpriesthoodofAnnas andCaiaphas, thewordofGod came
to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.

3He came into all the region around the Jordan, preaching the baptism of
repentance for remission of sins.

4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.

5Every valley will be filled.
Everymountain and hill will be brought low.

The crooked will become straight,
and the rough ways smooth.

6All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ ”✡
7He said therefore to the multitudes who went out to be baptized by him,

“You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8 Therefore produce fruits worthy of repentance, and don’t begin to say

among yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father;’ for I tell you that God
is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones!

9Evennow the ax also lies at the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that
doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10Themultitudes asked him, “What thenmust we do?”
✡ 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5
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11He answered them, “Hewho has two coats, let him give to himwho has
none. He who has food, let him do likewise.”

12Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher,
what must we do?”

13He said to them, “Collect nomore than that which is appointed to you.”
14 Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What about us? What must we do?”
He said to them, “Extort from no one by violence, neither accuse anyone

wrongfully. Be content with your wages.”
15As the people were in expectation, and all men reasoned in their hearts

concerning John, whether perhaps he was the Christ,
16 John answered them all, “I indeed baptize youwithwater, but he comes

who ismightier than I, the strap ofwhose sandals I amnotworthy to loosen.
He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire.

17 His winnowing fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his
threshing floor, and will gather the wheat into his barn; but he will burn up
the chaffwith unquenchable fire.”

18 Then with many other exhortations he preached good news to the
people,

19 but Herod the tetrarch,* being reproved by him for Herodias, his
brother’s†wife, and for all the evil things which Herod had done,

20added this also to them all, that he shut up John in prison.
21Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus also had been baptized

andwas praying. The sky was opened,
22and theHoly Spirit descended in a bodily form like a dove on him; and a

voice came out of the sky, saying “You are my beloved Son. In you I amwell
pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began to teach, was about thirty years old, being
the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,

24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai,
the son of Joseph,

25 the son ofMattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai,

26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of
Joseph, the son of Judah,

27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, the son of Neri,

28 the son ofMelchi, the son ofAddi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam,
the son of Er,

29 the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi,

30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan,
the son of Eliakim,

31 the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattatha, the son of
Nathan, the son of David,

32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the
son of Nahshon,

33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Aram,‡ the son of Hezron, the son of
Perez, the son of Judah,

* 3:19 a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province † 3:19 TR reads “brother Philip’s” instead
of “brother’s” ‡ 3:33 NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram”
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34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah,
the son of Nahor,

35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son
of Shelah,

36 the sonof Cainan, the sonofArphaxad, the sonof Shem, the sonofNoah,
the son of Lamech,

37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of
Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan,

38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 Jesus, full of theHoly Spirit, returned from the Jordan andwas led by the

Spirit into the wilderness
2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. He ate nothing in those days.

Afterward, when they were completed, he was hungry.
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to

become bread.”
4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread

alone, but by every word of God.’ ”✡
5 The devil, leading him up on a high mountain, showed him all the

kingdoms of the world in amoment of time.
6The devil said to him, “Iwill give you all this authority and their glory, for

it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I want.
7 If you therefore will worship before me, it will all be yours.”
8 Jesus answered him, “Get behind me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall

worship the Lord your God, and you shall serve him only.’ ”✡
9He led him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and

said to him, “If you are the Son of God, cast yourself down from here,
10 for it is written,

‘Hewill put his angels in charge of you, to guard you;’
11and,

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest perhaps you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”✡

12 Jesus answering, said to him, “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the
Lord your God.’ ”✡

13When the devil had completed every temptation, he departed fromhim
until another time.

14 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and news about
him spread through all the surrounding area.

15He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.
16Hecame toNazareth,wherehehadbeenbroughtup. Heentered, aswas

his custom, into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
17The book of the prophet Isaiahwas handed to him. He opened the book,

and found the place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,

because he has anointedme to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to heal the broken hearted,*

to proclaim release to the captives,
✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3 ✡ 4:8 Deuteronomy 6:13 ✡ 4:11 Psalms 91:11-12 ✡ 4:12
Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:18 NU omits “to heal the broken hearted”
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recovering of sight to the blind,
to deliver those who are crushed,
19and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”✡

20Heclosed thebook, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21He began to tell them, “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

22 All testified about him and wondered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth; and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

23Hesaid to them, “Doubtless youwill tellme thisproverb, ‘Physician, heal
yourself! Whateverwehave heard done at Capernaum, do also here in your
hometown.’ ”

24 He said, “Most certainly I tell you, no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown.

25 But truly I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of
Elijah, when the sky was shut up three years and six months, when a great
famine came over all the land.

26Elijahwassent tononeof them, except toZarephath, in the landofSidon,
to a womanwhowas a widow.

27 There were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet
not one of themwas cleansed, except Naaman, the Syrian.”

28 They were all filled with wrath in the synagogue as they heard these
things.

29 They rose up, threw him out of the city, and led him to the brow of the
hill that their city was built on, that theymight throw him off the cliff.

30But he, passing through themiddle of them, went his way.
31He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. He was teaching them

on the Sabbath day,
32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word was with

authority.
33 In the synagogue therewasamanwhohada spirit of anuncleandemon;

and he cried out with a loud voice,
34 saying, “Ah! what have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you

come to destroy us? I knowwho you are: the Holy One of God!”
35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” When the

demon had thrown him down in the middle of them, he came out of him,
having done him no harm.

36 Amazement came on all and they spoke together, one with another,
saying, “What is this word? Forwith authority and power he commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out!”

37News about himwent out into every place of the surrounding region.
38He roseup from the synagogue andentered into Simon’s house. Simon’s

mother-in-law was afflicted with a great fever, and they begged him to help
her.

39He stoodoverher and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she
rose up and served them.

40 When the sun was setting, all those who had any sick with various
diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on every one of them,
and healed them.
✡ 4:19 Isaiah 61:1-2
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41 Demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, “You are the
Christ, the Son of God!” Rebuking them, he didn’t allow them to speak,
because they knew that he was the Christ.

42When it was day, he departed and went into an uninhabited place and
the multitudes looked for him, and came to him, and held on to him, so that
he wouldn’t go away from them.

43But he said to them, “I must preach the good news of God’s Kingdom to
the other cities also. For this reason I have been sent.”

44Hewas preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.

5
1Nowwhile the multitude pressed on him and heard the word of God, he

was standing by the lake of Gennesaret.
2He saw two boats standing by the lake, but the fishermenhad gone out of

them andwere washing their nets.
3He entered into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to

put out a little from the land. He sat down and taught the multitudes from
the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep
and let down your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered him, “Master, we worked all night and caught nothing;
but at your word I will let down the net.”

6When they had done this, they caught a greatmultitude of fish, and their
net was breaking.

7They beckoned to their partners in the other boat, that they should come
and help them. They came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.

8But SimonPeter,whenhe saw it, fell downat Jesus’knees, saying, “Depart
fromme, for I am a sinful man, Lord.”

9For hewas amazed, and all whowerewith him, at the catch of fishwhich
they had caught;

10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will be catching

people alive.”
11 When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything, and

followed him.
12While hewas in one of the cities, behold, therewas aman full of leprosy.

When he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, saying, “Lord, if you
want to, you canmakeme clean.”

13He stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I want to. Bemade
clean.”
Immediately the leprosy left him.
14He commanded him to tell no one, “But go your way and show yourself

to the priest, and offer for your cleansing according to what Moses com-
manded, for a testimony to them.”

15But the report concerning him spreadmuchmore, and greatmultitudes
came together to hear and to be healed by him of their infirmities.

16But he withdrew himself into the desert and prayed.
17 On one of those days, he was teaching; and there were Pharisees and

teachers of the law sitting by who had come out of every village of Galilee,
Judea, and Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was with him to heal them.
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18Behold,menbrought a paralyzedmanon a cot, and they sought to bring
him in to lay before Jesus.

19Not finding a way to bring him in because of the multitude, they went
up to the housetop and let him down through the tiles with his cot into the
middle before Jesus.

20 Seeing their faith, he said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”
21The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who

speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?”
22 But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, answered them, “Why are you

reasoning so in your hearts?
23Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and

walk’?
24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to

forgive sins,” he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, arise, take up your
cot, and go to your house.”

25 Immediately he rose up before them, and took up that which he was
laying on, and departed to his house, glorifying God.

26 Amazement took hold on all, and they glorified God. They were filled
with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today.”

27After these things hewent out and sawa tax collector namedLevi sitting
at the tax office, and said to him, “Followme!”

28He left everything, and rose up and followed him.
29Levimade a great feast for him in his house. Therewas a great crowd of

tax collectors and others whowere reclining with them.
30Their scribes and the Phariseesmurmured against his disciples, saying,

“Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?”
31 Jesus answered them, “Those who are healthy have no need for a

physician, but those who are sick do.
32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
33They said to him, “Why do John’s disciples often fast and pray, likewise

also the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink?”
34He said to them, “Can youmake the friends of the bridegroom fastwhile

the bridegroom is with them?
35 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from

them. Then they will fast in those days.”
36Healso told a parable to them. “Noone puts a piece fromanewgarment

on an old garment, or else he will tear the new, and also the piece from the
newwill not match the old.

37Nooneputsnewwine intooldwine skins, or else thenewwinewill burst
the skins, and it will be spilled and the skins will be destroyed.

38Butnewwinemustbeput into freshwineskins, andbotharepreserved.
39No man having drunk old wine immediately desires new, for he says,

‘The old is better.’ ”
6

1Nowon the secondSabbathafter thefirst, hewas going through the grain
fields. His disciples plucked theheads of grain andate, rubbing them in their
hands.

2But some of the Pharisees said to them, “Why do you do that which is not
lawful to do on the Sabbath day?”
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3 Jesus, answering them, said, “Haven’t you read what David did when he
was hungry, he and those whowere with him,

4how he entered into God’s house, and took and ate the show bread, and
gave also to those who were with him, which is not lawful to eat except for
the priests alone?”

5He said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
6 It also happened on another Sabbath that he entered into the synagogue

and taught. There was aman there, and his right handwas withered.
7The scribes and thePhariseeswatchedhim, to seewhetherhewouldheal

on the Sabbath, that theymight find an accusation against him.
8Butheknew their thoughts; andhe said to themanwhohad thewithered

hand, “Rise up and stand in themiddle.” He arose and stood.
9 Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you something: Is it lawful on the

Sabbath to do good, or to do harm? To save a life, or to kill?”
10 He looked around at them all, and said to the man, “Stretch out your

hand.” He did, and his handwas restored as sound as the other.
11But they were filled with rage, and talked with one another about what

theymight do to Jesus.
12 In these days, he went out to themountain to pray, and he continued all

night in prayer to God.
13When itwas day, he called his disciples, and from themhe chose twelve,

whom he also named apostles:
14 Simon, whom he also named Peter; Andrew, his brother; James; John;

Philip; Bartholomew;
15Matthew; Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus; Simon who was called

the Zealot;
16 Judas the son of James; and Judas Iscariot, who also became a traitor.
17He came downwith themand stood on a level place, with a crowd of his

disciples and a great number of the people fromall Judea and Jerusalemand
the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases,

18 as well as those who were troubled by unclean spirits; and they were
being healed.

19All the multitude sought to touch him, for power came out of him and
healed them all.

20He lifted up his eyes to his disciples, and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21Blessed are you who hunger now,

for you will be filled.
Blessed are you whoweep now,

for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude and mock

you, and throw out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.
23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in
heaven, for their fathers did the same thing to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich!
For you have received your consolation.

25Woe to you, you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
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Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn andweep.

26Woe,* when†men speak well of you,
for their fathers did the same thing to the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear: love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you,

28bless those who curse you, and pray for those whomistreat you.
29To himwho strikes you on the cheek, offer also the other; and from him

who takes away your cloak, don’t withhold your coat also.
30Give to everyonewho asks you, and don’t ask himwho takes away your

goods to give them back again.
31 “As you would like people to do to you, do exactly so to them.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even

sinners love those who love them.
33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?

For even sinners do the same.
34 If you lend to those fromwhom you hope to receive, what credit is that

to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive back as much.
35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing back;

and your rewardwill be great, and youwill be children of theMostHigh; for
he is kind toward the unthankful and evil.
36 “Therefore bemerciful,

even as your Father is also merciful.
37Don’t judge,

and you won’t be judged.
Don’t condemn,

and youwon’t be condemned.
Set free,

and you will be set free.
38 “Give, and it will be given to you: goodmeasure, pressed down, shaken

together, and running over, will be given to you.‡ Forwith the samemeasure
youmeasure it will be measured back to you.”

39He spoke a parable to them. “Can the blind guide the blind? Won’t they
both fall into a pit?

40Adisciple is not above his teacher, but everyonewhenhe is fully trained
will be like his teacher.

41Why do you see the speck of chaff that is in your brother’s eye, but don’t
consider the beam that is in your own eye?

42Or how can you tell your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck of
chaff that is in your eye,’whenyouyourself don’t see thebeamthat is in your
own eye? You hypocrite! First remove the beam from your own eye, and
then you can see clearly to remove the speck of chaff that is in your brother’s
eye.

43 “For there is no good tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten
tree that produces good fruit.

44For each tree is knownby its own fruit. For people don’t gather figs from
thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.

* 6:26 TR adds “to you” † 6:26 TR adds “all” ‡ 6:38 literally, into your bosom.
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45The goodmanout of the good treasure of his heart brings out thatwhich
is good, and the evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings out that
which is evil, for out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do the things which I say?
47 Everyone who comes to me, and hears my words and does them, I will

show youwho he is like.
48He is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep and laid a

foundation on the rock. When a flood arose, the stream broke against that
house, and could not shake it, because it was founded on the rock.

49 But he who hears and doesn’t do, is like a man who built a house
on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream broke, and
immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.”

7
1After he had finished speaking in the hearing of the people, he entered

into Capernaum.
2A certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and at the

point of death.
3When he heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him

to come and save his servant.
4 When they came to Jesus, they begged him earnestly, saying, “He is

worthy for you to do this for him,
5 for he loves our nation, and he built our synagogue for us.”
6 Jesus went with them. When he was now not far from the house, the

centurion sent friends to him, saying to him, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself,
for I am not worthy for you to come undermy roof.

7 Therefore I didn’t even think myself worthy to come to you; but say the
word, andmy servant will be healed.

8For Ialsoamamanplacedunderauthority, havingundermyself soldiers.
I tell this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes; and
tomy servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, hemarveled at him, and turned and said
to the multitude who followed him, “I tell you, I have not found such great
faith, no, not in Israel.”

10Thosewhowere sent, returning to thehouse, found that the servantwho
had been sick was well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a city called Nain. Many of his disciples,
along with a great multitude, went with him.

12 Now when he came near to the gate of the city, behold, one who was
deadwas carried out, the onlyborn* sonof hismother, and shewas awidow.
Many people of the city were with her.

13When theLord sawher, hehadcompassiononherandsaid toher, “Don’t
cry.”

14Hecamenearand touched the coffin, and thebearers stood still. He said,
“Youngman, I tell you, arise!”

15He who was dead sat up and began to speak. Then he gave him to his
mother.

16Fear tookhold of all, and they glorifiedGod, saying, “Agreat prophet has
arisen among us!” and, “God has visited his people!”
* 7:12 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated
“only begotten” or “one and only”.
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17This reportwent out concerning him in thewhole of Judea and in all the
surrounding region.

18The disciples of John told him about all these things.
19 John, calling to himself two of his disciples, sent them to Jesus, saying,

“Are you the one who is coming, or should we look for another?”
20When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptizer has sent

us to you, saying, ‘Are you he who comes, or should we look for another?’ ”
21 In that hour he curedmany of diseases and plagues and evil spirits; and

to manywhowere blind he gave sight.
22 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John the things which you have seen

and heard: that the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have goodnews
preached to them.

23Blessed is he who finds no occasion for stumbling inme.”
24When John’s messengers had departed, he began to tell the multitudes

about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind?

25But what did you go out to see? Aman clothed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who are gorgeously dressed and live delicately are in kings’ courts.

26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much
more than a prophet.

27This is he of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I sendmymessenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’✡
28“For I tell you, among thosewhoarebornofwomen there isnot agreater

prophet than John the Baptizer; yet he who is least in God’s Kingdom is
greater than he.”

29When all the people and the tax collectors heard this, they declared God
to be just, having been baptized with John’s baptism.

30But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the counsel of God, not being
baptized by him themselves.

31 † “To what then should I compare the people of this generation? What
are they like?

32Theyare like childrenwhosit in themarketplaceandcall to oneanother,
saying, ‘Wepiped to you, and you didn’t dance. Wemourned, and you didn’t
weep.’

33For John the Baptizer cameneither eating bread nor drinkingwine, and
you say, ‘He has a demon.’

34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

35Wisdom is justified by all her children.”
36One of the Pharisees invited him to eat with him. He entered into the

Pharisee’s house and sat at the table.
37 Behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that he

was reclining in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
38 Standing behind at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her

tears, and she wiped them with the hair of her head, kissed his feet, and
anointed themwith the ointment.
✡ 7:27 Malachi 3:1 † 7:31 TR adds “But the Lord said,”
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39Nowwhen the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself,
“This man, if he were a prophet, would have perceived who and what kind
of woman this is who touches him, that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41 “A certain lender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred denarii,

and the other fifty.
42When they couldn’t pay, he forgave themboth. Which of them therefore

will love himmost?”
43 Simon answered, “He, I suppose, to whom he forgave themost.”
He said to him, “You have judged correctly.”
44 Turning to the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I

entered into your house, and you gave me no water for my feet, but she has
wet my feet with her tears, and wiped themwith the hair of her head.

45You gave me no kiss, but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to
kiss my feet.

46 You didn’t anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment.

47Therefore I tell you, her sins,whicharemany, are forgiven, for she loved
much. But one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”

48He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49Thosewho sat at the table with him began to say to themselves, “Who is

this who even forgives sins?”
50He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

8
1 Soon afterwards, he went about through cities and villages, preaching

and bringing the good news of God’s Kingdom. With himwere the twelve,
2 and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities:

Mary whowas calledMagdalene, fromwhom seven demons had gone out;
3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s steward; Susanna; and many

others who served them* from their possessions.
4When a great multitude came together and people from every city were

coming to him, he spoke by a parable:
5 “The farmer went out to sow his seed. As he sowed, some fell along the

road, and it was trampled under foot, and the birds of the sky devoured it.
6 Other seed fell on the rock, and as soon as it grew, it withered away,

because it had nomoisture.
7Other fell amid the thorns, and the thorns grewwith it and choked it.
8 Other fell into the good ground and grew and produced one hundred

times asmuch fruit.” As he said these things, he called out, “Hewhohas ears
to hear, let him hear!”

9Then his disciples asked him, “What does this parable mean?”
10He said, “To you it is given to know themysteries of God’s Kingdom, but

to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing
theymay not understand.’✡

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
12Those along the roadare thosewhohear; then thedevil comes and takes

away the word from their heart, that theymay not believe and be saved.
* 8:3 TR reads “him” instead of “them” ✡ 8:10 Isaiah 6:9
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13Those on the rock are they who, when they hear, receive the word with
joy; but these have no root. They believe for a while, then fall away in time
of temptation.

14What fell among the thorns, these are thosewhohaveheard, andas they
go on theirway they are chokedwith cares, riches, and pleasures of life; and
they bring no fruit to maturity.

15 Those in the good ground, these are those who with an honest and
good heart, having heard the word, hold it tightly, and produce fruit with
perseverance.

16 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a container or puts it
under a bed; but puts it on a stand, that thosewho enter inmay see the light.

17For nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, nor anything secret that
will not be known and come to light.

18 Be careful therefore how you hear. For whoever has, to him will be
given; and whoever doesn’t have, from him will be taken away even that
which he thinks he has.”

19Hismotherandbrothers came tohim, and they couldnot comenearhim
for the crowd.

20 Some people told him, “Your mother and your brothers stand outside,
desiring to see you.”

21Butheanswered them, “Mymother andmybrothers are thesewhohear
the word of God and do it.”

22 Now on one of those days, he entered into a boat, himself and his
disciples, and he said to them, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.”
So they launched out.

23But as they sailed, he fell asleep. A wind storm came down on the lake,
and they were taking on dangerous amounts of water.

24 They came to him and awoke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are
dying!” He awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water; then
they ceased, and it was calm.✡

25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” Being afraid, they marveled,
saying to one another, “Who is this then, that he commands even the winds
and the water, and they obey him?”

26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite
Galilee.

27 When Jesus stepped ashore, a certain man out of the city who had
demons for a long time met him. He wore no clothes, and didn’t live in a
house, but in the tombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and with a
loud voice said, “What do I have to do with you, Jesus, you Son of the Most
High God? I beg you, don’t torment me!”

29 For Jesus was commanding the unclean spirit to come out of the man.
For the unclean spirit had often seized the man. He was kept under guard
and boundwith chains and fetters. Breaking the bonds apart, hewas driven
by the demon into the desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered into him.
31They begged him that hewould not command them to go into the abyss.

✡ 8:24 See Psalms 107:29
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32Now there was there a herd of many pigs feeding on themountain, and
they begged him that he would allow them to enter into those. Then he
allowed them.

33Thedemons cameout of themanand entered into the pigs, and theherd
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

34When thosewho fed them sawwhat had happened, they fled and told it
in the city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and
found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet,
clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.

36Thosewho saw it told themhowhewho had been possessed by demons
was healed.

37All the people of the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked him
to depart from them, for they were very much afraid. Then he entered into
the boat and returned.

38But the man from whom the demons had gone out begged him that he
might go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,

39 “Return to your house, and declare what great things God has done for
you.” He went his way, proclaiming throughout the whole city what great
things Jesus had done for him.

40When Jesus returned, the multitude welcomed him, for they were all
waiting for him.

41Behold, a man named Jairus came. Hewas a ruler of the synagogue. He
fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come into his house,

42 for he had an only born† daughter, about twelve years of age, and she
was dying. But as he went, the multitudes pressed against him.

43A woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all
her living on physicians and could not be healed by any,

44 came behind him and touched the fringe‡ of his cloak. Immediately the
flow of her blood stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touchedme?”
When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, themultitudes

press and jostle you, and you say, ‘Who touchedme?’”
46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch me, for I perceived that power has

gone out of me.”
47When thewomansaw that shewasnothidden, she came trembling; and

falling downbefore himdeclared to him in the presence of all the people the
reason why she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately.

48He said to her, “Daughter, cheer up. Your faith hasmade youwell. Go in
peace.”

49While he still spoke, one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house came,
saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t trouble the Teacher.”

50But Jesus hearing it, answered him, “Don’t be afraid. Only believe, and
she will be healed.”

51When he came to the house, he didn’t allow anyone to enter in, except
Peter, John, James, the father of the child, and her mother.

52All were weeping andmourning her, but he said, “Don’t weep. She isn’t
dead, but sleeping.”
† 8:42 Thephrase “onlyborn” is fromtheGreekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only
begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 8:44 or, tassel
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53They were ridiculing him, knowing that she was dead.
54Butheput themall outside, and takingherby thehand, he called, saying,

“Child, arise!”
55Her spirit returned, and she rose up immediately. He commanded that

something be given to her to eat.
56Her parents were amazed, but he commanded them to tell no one what

had been done.

9
1He called the twelve* together and gave them power and authority over

all demons, and to cure diseases.
2He sent them out to preach God’s Kingdom and to heal the sick.
3He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey—no staffs, nor wallet,

nor bread, nor money. Don’t have two tunics each.
4 Into whatever house you enter, stay there, and depart from there.
5As many as don’t receive you, when you depart from that city, shake off

even the dust from your feet for a testimony against them.”
6 They departed and went throughout the villages, preaching the Good

News and healing everywhere.
7Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him; and he was

very perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the
dead,

8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old
prophets had risen again.

9Herod said, “I beheaded John, but who is this about whom I hear such
things?” He sought to see him.

10 The apostles, when they had returned, told him what things they had
done.
He took them and withdrew apart to a desert region of† a city called

Bethsaida.
11 But the multitudes, perceiving it, followed him. He welcomed them,

spoke to them of God’s Kingdom, and he cured those who needed healing.
12 The day began to wear away; and the twelve came and said to him,

“Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding villages
and farms and lodge and get food, for we are here in a deserted place.”

13But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we

should go and buy food for all these people.”
14For they were about five thousandmen.
He said tohis disciples, “Make themsit down ingroupsof aboutfifty each.”
15They did so, andmade them all sit down.
16He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to the sky, he

blessed them, broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the
multitude.

17They ate andwere all filled. They gathered up twelve baskets of broken
pieces that were left over.

18 As he was praying alone, the disciples were near him, and he asked
them, “Who do themultitudes say that I am?”
* 9:1 TR reads “his twelve disciples” instead of “the twelve” † 9:10 NU omits “a desert region of”.
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19They answered, “ ‘John the Baptizer,’ but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others,
that one of the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
21But he warned them and commanded them to tell this to no one,
22 saying, “The Son ofManmust suffermany things, and be rejected by the

elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised
up.”

23He said to all, “If anyone desires to come afterme, let him deny himself,
take up his cross,‡ and followme.

24Forwhoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoeverwill lose his
life for my sake will save it.

25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses or
forfeits his own self?

26Forwhoeverwill be ashamedofmeandofmywords, of himwill the Son
of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory, and the glory of the Father,
and of the holy angels.

27But I tell you the truth: There are someof thosewho standherewhowill
in no way taste of death until they see God’s Kingdom.”

28About eight days after these sayings, he took with him Peter, John, and
James, and went up onto themountain to pray.

29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his
clothing becamewhite and dazzling.

30Behold, twomenwere talking with him, whowereMoses and Elijah,
31whoappeared in glory and spoke of his departure,§which hewas about

to accomplish at Jerusalem.
32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but

when theywere fully awake, they saw his glory, and the twomenwho stood
with him.

33As theywere parting fromhim, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for
us to be here. Let’smake three tents: one for you, one forMoses, and one for
Elijah,” not knowing what he said.

34While he said these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and
they were afraid as they entered into the cloud.

35A voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to
him!”

36When the voice came, Jesuswas found alone. Theywere silent, and told
no one in those days any of the things which they had seen.

37On the next day, when they had come down from themountain, a great
multitudemet him.

38Behold, a man from the crowd called out, saying, “Teacher, I beg you to
look at my son, for he is my only born* child.

39Behold, a spirit takes him, he suddenly cries out, and it convulses him so
that he foams; and it hardly departs from him, bruising him severely.

40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, and they couldn’t.”
41 Jesus answered, “Faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be

with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”
‡ 9:23 TR, NU add “daily” § 9:31 literally, “exodus” * 9:38 The phrase “only born” is from the
Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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42While he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed
himviolently. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave
him back to his father.

43They were all astonished at themajesty of God.
But while all were marveling at all the things which Jesus did, he said to

his disciples,
44“Let thesewords sink into your ears, for the SonofManwill bedelivered

up into the hands of men.”
45But theydidn’t understand this saying. Itwas concealed from them, that

theyshouldnotperceive it, and theywereafraid toaskhimabout this saying.
46An argument arose among them about which of themwas the greatest.
47 Jesus, perceiving the reasoning of their hearts, took a little child, and set

him by his side,
48and said to them, “Whoever receives this little child inmynamereceives

me. Whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For whoever is least
among you all, this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we forbade him, because he doesn’t followwith us.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him, for he who is not against us is for
us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days were near that he should be taken up, he
intently set his face to go to Jerusalem

52 and sent messengers before his face. They went and entered into a
village of the Samaritans, so as to prepare for him.

53 They didn’t receive him, because he was traveling with his face set
toward Jerusalem.

54When his disciples, James and John, saw this, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come down from the sky and destroy them, just
as Elijah did?”

55But he turned and rebuked them, “You don’t know ofwhat kind of spirit
you are.

56For the Son ofMandidn’t come to destroymen’s lives, but to save them.”
They went to another village.
57As theywent on theway, a certainman said to him, “Iwant to followyou

wherever you go, Lord.”
58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the sky have

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59He said to another, “Followme!”
But he said, “Lord, allowme first to go and burymy father.”
60But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead, but you

go and announce God’s Kingdom.”
61Another also said, “I want to follow you, Lord, but first allow me to say

good-bye to those who are at my house.”
62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow and

looking back, is fit for God’s Kingdom.”
10

1Now after these things, the Lord also appointed seventy others, and sent
them twoby twoaheadofhim* into every city andplacewherehewasabout
to come.
* 10:1 literally, “before his face”
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2 Then he said to them, “The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the laborers
are few. Pray therefore to the Lord of the harvest, that he may send out
laborers into his harvest.

3Go your ways. Behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.
4Carry no purse, nor wallet, nor sandals. Greet no one on the way.
5 Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’
6 If a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will

return to you.
7Remain in that same house, eating and drinking the things they give, for

the laborer is worthy of his wages. Don’t go from house to house.
8 Intowhatever city you enter and they receive you, eat the things that are

set before you.
9Heal the sickwho are there and tell them, ‘God’s Kingdomhas comenear

to you.’
10But into whatever city you enter and they don’t receive you, go out into

its streets and say,
11 ‘Even the dust from your city that clings to us, we wipe off against you.

Nevertheless know this, that God’s Kingdom has come near to you.’
12 I tell you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that

city.
13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works

had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you, they would have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

14But itwill bemore tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for
you.

15 You, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to
Hades. †

16Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects
me. Whoever rejects me rejects himwho sent me.”

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in your name!”

18He said to them, “I saw Satan having fallen like lightning from heaven.
19Behold, I giveyouauthority to treadonserpents andscorpions, andover

all the power of the enemy. Nothing will in any way hurt you.
20Nevertheless, don’t rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but

rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
21 In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I thank

you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to little children. Yes,
Father, for so it was well-pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he said, “All things have been delivered to me
by my Father. No one knows who the Son is, except the Father, and who the
Father is, except the Son, andhe towhomever the Sondesires to reveal him.”

23 Turning to the disciples, he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which
see the things that you see,

24 for I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see the things
which you see, and didn’t see them, and to hear the things which you hear,
and didn’t hear them.”
† 10:15 Hades is the lower realm of the dead, or Hell.
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25Behold, a certain lawyer stoodupand testedhim, saying, “Teacher,what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your strength, andwith all yourmind;✡ and your
neighbor as yourself.”✡

28He said tohim, “Youhave answered correctly. Do this, andyouwill live.”
29But he, desiring to justify himself, asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?”
30 Jesus answered, “A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to

Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who both stripped him and beat him,
and departed, leaving him half dead.

31By chance a certain priest was going down that way. When he saw him,
he passed by on the other side.

32 In the same way a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side.

33But a certain Samaritan, as he traveled, came where he was. When he
saw him, he wasmoved with compassion,

34 came to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil andwine. He set
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them
to the host, and said to him, ‘Take care of him. Whatever you spend beyond
that, I will repay you when I return.’

36Nowwhich of these three do you think seemed to be a neighbor to him
who fell among the robbers?”

37He said, “Hewho showedmercy on him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
38As theywent on theirway, he entered into a certainvillage, anda certain

woman namedMartha received him into her house.
39 She had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his

word.
40But Martha was distracted withmuch serving, and she came up to him,

and said, “Lord, don’t you care thatmy sister left me to serve alone? Ask her
therefore to help me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled
about many things,

42but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the good part, which will not
be taken away from her.”

11
1When he finished praying in a certain place, one of his disciples said to

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.”
2He said to them, “When you pray, say,

‘Our Father in heaven,
may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come.
May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.
4Forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
✡ 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 10:27 Leviticus 19:18
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Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’ ”

5He said to them, “Which of you, if you go to a friend at midnight and tell
him, ‘Friend, lendme three loaves of bread,

6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing
to set before him,’

7 and he from within will answer and say, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is
now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give it to
you’?

8 I tell you, although he will not rise and give it to him because he is his
friend, yet because of his persistence, hewill get up and give him asmany as
he needs.

9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given you. Keep seeking, and you
will find. Keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.

10Foreveryonewhoasks receives. Hewhoseeksfinds. Tohimwhoknocks
it will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, he won’t give him a snake instead of a fish, will he?

12Or if he asks for an egg, he won’t give him a scorpion, will he?
13 If you then, being evil, knowhow to give goodgifts to your children, how

much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?”

14Hewascastingoutademon, and itwasmute. When thedemonhadgone
out, the muteman spoke; and themultitudes marveled.

15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of
the demons.”

16Others, testing him, sought from him a sign from heaven.
17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided

against itself is brought to desolation. A house divided against itself falls.
18 If Satan also is divided against himself, howwill his kingdom stand? For

you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.
19 But if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your children cast

them out? Therefore they will be your judges.
20But if I by God’s finger cast out demons, then God’s Kingdom has come

to you.
21 “When the strongman, fully armed, guards his own dwelling, his goods

are safe.
22 But when someone stronger attacks him and overcomes him, he takes

from him his whole armor in which he trusted, and divides his plunder.
23 “He who is not with me is against me. He who doesn’t gather with me

scatters.
24Theunclean spirit, whenhehas gone out of theman, passes throughdry

places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will turn back to my house
fromwhich I came out.’

25When he returns, he finds it swept and put in order.
26 Then he goes and takes seven other spirits more evil than himself, and

they enter in anddwell there. The last state of thatmanbecomesworse than
the first.”

27 It came to pass, as he said these things, a certain woman out of the
multitude lifted upher voice and said to him, “Blessed is thewomb that bore
you, and the breasts which nursed you!”
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28 But he said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of
God, and keep it.”

29When the multitudes were gathering together to him, he began to say,
“This is an evil generation. It seeks after a sign. No signwill be given to it but
the sign of Jonah the prophet.

30For even as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so the Son ofManwill
also be to this generation.

31TheQueen of the Southwill rise up in the judgmentwith themen of this
generation andwill condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, one greater than Solomon is
here.

32Themen of Ninevehwill stand up in the judgment with this generation,
andwill condemnit, for theyrepentedat thepreachingof Jonah; andbehold,
one greater than Jonah is here.

33 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but
on a stand, that those who come inmay see the light.

34The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore when your eye is good, your
whole body is also full of light; but when it is evil, your body also is full of
darkness.

35Therefore see whether the light that is in you isn’t darkness.
36 If therefore your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will

be wholly full of light, as when the lamp with its bright shining gives you
light.”

37Nowashe spoke, a certainPhariseeaskedhimtodinewithhim. Hewent
in and sat at the table.

38 When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that he had not first washed
himself before dinner.

39The Lord said to him, “Nowyou Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup
and of the platter, but your inward part is full of extortion andwickedness.

40You foolish ones, didn’t he whomade the outsidemake the inside also?
41But give for gifts to theneedy those thingswhich arewithin, andbehold,

all things will be clean to you.
42 But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb,

but you bypass justice andGod’s love. You ought to have done these, and not
to have left the other undone.

43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the synagogues and
the greetings in themarketplaces.

44Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like hidden
graves, and themenwhowalk over them don’t know it.”

45One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying this you insult us
also.”

46He said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you loadmen with burdens that
are difficult to carry, and you yourselves won’t even lift one finger to help
carry those burdens.

47Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers
killed them.

48 So you testify and consent to the works of your fathers. For they killed
them, and you build their tombs.

49Therefore also thewisdomofGod said, ‘Iwill send to themprophets and
apostles; and some of them they will kill and persecute,
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50 that the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation
of the world, may be required of this generation,

51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah, who perished between
the altar and the sanctuary.’ Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this
generation.

52Woe to you lawyers! For you took away the keyof knowledge. Youdidn’t
enter in yourselves, and those whowere entering in, you hindered.”

53As he said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to
be terribly angry, and to drawmany things out of him,

54 lying in wait for him, and seeking to catch him in something he might
say, that theymight accuse him.

12
1Meanwhile, whenamultitude ofmany thousands had gathered together,

so much so that they trampled on each other, he began to tell his disciples
first of all, “Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

2But there is nothing covered up thatwill not be revealed, nor hidden that
will not be known.

3 Therefore whatever you have said in the darkness will be heard in the
light. What youhave spoken in theear in the inner roomswill beproclaimed
on the housetops.

4 “I tell you,my friends, don’t be afraid of thosewhokill the body, and after
that have nomore that they can do.

5 But I will warn you whom you should fear. Fear him who after he has
killed, has power to cast into Gehenna.* Yes, I tell you, fear him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold for two assaria coins†? Not one of them is
forgotten by God.

7But the veryhairs of yourheadare all counted. Thereforedon’t be afraid.
You are of more value thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who confesses me before men, the Son of Man will
also confess before the angels of God;

9 but he who denies me in the presence of men will be denied in the
presence of God’s angels.

10 Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but those who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

11When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the author-
ities, don’t be anxious how or what you will answer or what you will say;

12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that same hour what youmust say.”
13One of themultitude said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the

inheritance withme.”
14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or an arbitrator over

you?”
15 He said to them, “Beware! Keep yourselves from covetousness, for a

man’s lifedoesn’t consist of theabundanceof the thingswhichhepossesses.”
16He spoke a parable to them, saying, “The ground of a certain rich man

produced abundantly.
17He reasonedwithinhimself, saying, ‘Whatwill I do, because I don’t have

room to store my crops?’
* 12:5 or, Hell † 12:6 An assarion was a small copper coin worth about an hour’s wages for an
agricultural laborer.
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18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns, build bigger
ones, and there I will store all my grain andmy goods.

19 I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years.
Take your ease, eat, drink, and bemerry.” ’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You foolish one, tonight your soul is required of
you. The things which you have prepared—whose will they be?’

21 So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
22He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, don’t be anxious for your

life, what you will eat, nor yet for your body, what you will wear.
23Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.
24 Consider the ravens: they don’t sow, they don’t reap, they have no

warehouse or barn, and God feeds them. Howmuchmore valuable are you
than birds!

25Which of you by being anxious can add a cubit‡ to his height?
26 If then you aren’t able to do even the least things, why are you anxious

about the rest?
27Consider the lilies, how they grow. They don’t toil, neither do they spin;

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glorywas not arrayed like one of these.
28 But if this is how God clothes the grass in the field, which today exists

and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O
you of little faith?

29“Don’t seekwhatyouwill eat orwhatyouwill drink; neitherbeanxious.
30For thenations of theworld seekafter all of these things, but yourFather

knows that you need these things.
31But seek God’s Kingdom, and all these things will be added to you.
32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give

you the Kingdom.
33 Sell what you have and give gifts to the needy. Make for yourselves

purses which don’t grow old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn’t fail,
where no thief approaches and nomoth destroys.

34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35 “Let your waist be dressed and your lamps burning.
36Be like men watching for their lord when he returns from the wedding

feast, that when he comes and knocks, theymay immediately open to him.
37 Blessed are those servants whom the lord will find watching when he

comes. Most certainly I tell you thathewill dresshimself,make themrecline,
and will come and serve them.

38They will be blessed if he comes in the second or third watch and finds
them so.

39But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what hour
the thief was coming, he would have watched and not allowed his house to
be broken into.

40 Therefore be ready also, for the Son of Man is coming in an hour that
you don’t expect him.”

41 Peter said to him, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to
everybody?”

42 The Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise steward, whom his
lordwill set overhishousehold, to give themtheir portionof foodat the right
times?
‡ 12:25 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about
18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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43Blessed is that servantwhomhis lordwill find doing sowhenhe comes.
44Truly I tell you that he will set him over all that he has.
45 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My lord delays his coming,’ and

begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink
and to be drunken,

46 then the lord of that servant will come in a day when he isn’t expecting
him and in an hour that he doesn’t know, and will cut him in two, and place
his portion with the unfaithful.

47 That servant who knew his lord’s will, and didn’t prepare nor do what
he wanted, will be beaten withmany stripes,

48but hewho didn’t know, and did thingsworthy of stripes, will be beaten
with few stripes. Towhomevermuch is given, of himwillmuchbe required;
and to whommuchwas entrusted, of himmore will be asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the earth. I wish it were already kindled.
50But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am until

it is accomplished!
51Do you think that I have come to give peace in the earth? I tell you, no,

but rather division.
52 For from now on, there will be five in one house divided, three against

two, and two against three.
53Theywill be divided, father against son, and son against father; mother

against daughter, and daughter against her mother; mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” ✡

54He said to the multitudes also, “When you see a cloud rising from the
west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’ and so it happens.

55When a south wind blows, you say, ‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and
it happens.

56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth
and the sky, but how is it that you don’t interpret this time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?
58For when you are going with your adversary before the magistrate, try

diligently on the way to be released from him, lest perhaps he drag you to
the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw you
into prison.

59 I tell you, you will by no means get out of there until you have paid the
very last penny.§”

13
1Now there were some present at the same time who told him about the

Galileans whose blood Pilate hadmixed with their sacrifices.
2 Jesus answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse

sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered such things?
3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all perish in the sameway.
4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them—

do you think that they were worse offenders than all the men who dwell in
Jerusalem?

5 I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, youwill all perish in the sameway.”
✡ 12:53 Micah 7:6 § 12:59 literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coin worth half
a Roman quadrans each, which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than
1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages.
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6 He spoke this parable. “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.

7He said to the vinedresser, ‘Behold, these three years I have come looking
for fruit on this fig tree, and found none. Cut it down! Why does it waste the
soil?’

8He answered, ‘Lord, leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it and
fertilize it.

9 If it bears fruit, fine; but if not, after that, you can cut it down.’ ”
10Hewas teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath day.
11Behold, therewas awomanwhohad a spirit of infirmity eighteen years.

She was bent over and could in no way straighten herself up.
12WhenJesus sawher, hecalledherandsaid toher, “Woman, youare freed

from your infirmity.”
13 He laid his hands on her, and immediately she stood up straight and

glorified God.
14Therulerof the synagogue, being indignantbecause Jesushadhealedon

the Sabbath, said to themultitude, “There are six days inwhichmenought to
work. Therefore come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath
day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each one
of you free his ox or his donkey from the stall on the Sabbath and lead him
away to water?

16Ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham whom Satan had
boundeighteen longyears, be freed fromthisbondageon theSabbathday?”

17 As he said these things, all his adversaries were disappointed; and all
the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

18He said, “What is God’s Kingdom like? To what shall I compare it?
19 It is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and put in his own

garden. It grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the sky live in its
branches.”

20Again he said, “To what shall I compare God’s Kingdom?
21 It is like yeast, which awoman took and hid in threemeasures * of flour,

until it was all leavened.”
22He went on his way through cities and villages, teaching, and traveling

on to Jerusalem.
23One said to him, “Lord, are they fewwho are saved?”
He said to them,
24 “Strive to enter in by the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will seek to

enter in and will not be able.
25When once the master of the house has risen up and has shut the door,

and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord,
open to us!’ then hewill answer and tell you, ‘I don’t knowyou orwhere you
come from.’

26Then youwill begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you
taught in our streets.’

27He will say, ‘I tell you, I don’t knowwhere you come from. Depart from
me, all you workers of iniquity.’
* 13:21 literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel.
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28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets in God’s Kingdom, and yourselves being
thrown outside.

29They will come from the east, west, north, and south, and will sit down
in God’s Kingdom.

30Behold, there are somewhoare lastwhowill befirst, and there are some
who are first whowill be last.”

31On that same day, some Pharisees came, saying to him, “Get out of here
and go away, for Herod wants to kill you.”

32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons
and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I complete my
mission.

33Nevertheless Imust goonmyway todayand tomorrowand thenext day,
for it can’t be that a prophet would perish outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, youwho kills the prophets and stones thosewho
are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, like a
hen gathers her own brood under her wings, and you refused!

35Behold, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ” ✡

14
1When he went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees on a

Sabbath to eat bread, they were watching him.
2Behold, a certainmanwho had dropsy was in front of him.
3 Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful

to heal on the Sabbath?”
4But they were silent.
He took him, and healed him, and let him go.
5He answered them, “Which of you, if your son* or an ox fell into a well,

wouldn’t immediately pull him out on a Sabbath day?”
6They couldn’t answer him regarding these things.
7He spoke a parable to thosewhowere invited, when he noticed how they

chose the best seats, and said to them,
8 “When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the best

seat, since perhaps someone more honorable than you might be invited by
him,

9and hewho invited both of youwould come and tell you, ‘Make room for
this person.’ Then youwould begin, with shame, to take the lowest place.

10Butwhen you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when he
who invited you comes, he may tell you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.

11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever hum-
bles himself will be exalted.”

12He also said to the one who had invited him, “When youmake a dinner
or a supper, don’t call your friends, nor your brothers, nor your kinsmen,
nor rich neighbors, or perhaps theymight also return the favor, and pay you
back.

13 But when you make a feast, ask the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the
blind;

✡ 13:35 Psalms 118:26 * 14:5 TR reads “donkey” instead of “son”
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14and you will be blessed, because they don’t have the resources to repay
you. For you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous.”

15When one of those who sat at the table with him heard these things, he
said to him, “Blessed is he whowill feast in God’s Kingdom!”

16But he said to him, “A certain man made a great supper, and he invited
many people.

17He sent out his servant at supper time to tell those who were invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now.’

18They all as one began tomake excuses.
“Thefirst said to him, ‘I have bought afield, and Imust go and see it. Please

haveme excused.’
19 “Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go try them

out. Please haveme excused.’
20 “Another said, ‘I havemarried a wife, and therefore I can’t come.’
21 “That servant came, and told his lord these things. Then the master of

the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, maimed, blind, and lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as you commanded, and there is still
room.’

23 “The lord said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my housemay be filled.

24 For I tell you that none of those men who were invited will taste of my
supper. For many are called, but few are chosen.†’ ”

25Nowgreatmultitudeswere goingwith him. He turned and said to them,
26 “If anyone comes to me, and doesn’t disregard‡ his own father, mother,

wife, children, brothers, and sisters, yes, andhis own life also, he can’t bemy
disciple.

27 Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross and come after me, can’t be my
disciple.

28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, doesn’t first sit down and
count the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?

29 Or perhaps, when he has laid a foundation and isn’t able to finish,
everyone who sees begins to mock him,

30 saying, ‘This man began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’
31Or what king, as he goes to encounter another king in war, will not sit

down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him
who comes against himwith twenty thousand?

32Or else,while the other is yet a greatway off, he sends an envoy andasks
for conditions of peace.

33 So therefore, whoever of you who doesn’t renounce all that he has, he
can’t be my disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt becomes flat and tasteless, with what do you
season it?

35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It is thrown out. He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

15
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming close to him to hear

him.
† 14:24 RPMT includes the last sentence. TR, NU, and FHMT omit: For many are called, but few are
chosen. ‡ 14:26 or, hate
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2 The Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, “This man welcomes
sinners, and eats with them.”

3He told them this parable:
4 “Which of you men, if you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them,

wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that
was lost, until he found it?

5When he has found it, he carries it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6When he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors,

saying to them, ‘Rejoicewithme, for I have foundmy sheepwhichwas lost!’
7 I tell you that even so there will be more joy in heaven over one

sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no
repentance.

8 “Orwhat woman, if she had ten drachma* coins, if she lost one drachma
coin, wouldn’t light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek diligently until she
found it?

9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice withme, for I have found the drachmawhich I had lost!’

10Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner repenting.”

11He said, “A certainman had two sons.
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, givememy share of your

property.’ So he divided his livelihood between them.
13Not many days after, the younger son gathered all of this together and

traveled intoa far country. Therehewastedhispropertywith riotous living.
14When he had spent all of it, there arose a severe famine in that country,

and he began to be in need.
15Hewent and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he

sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
16Hewanted tofill his bellywith the pods that the pigs ate, but no one gave

him any.
17But when he came to himself, he said, ‘Howmany hired servants of my

father’s have bread enough to spare, and I’mdying with hunger!
18 I will get up and go tomy father, andwill tell him, “Father, I have sinned

against heaven and in your sight.
19 I amnomoreworthy tobe calledyour son. Makemeasoneof yourhired

servants.” ’
20 “He arose and came to his father. Butwhile hewas still far off, his father

saw him and was moved with compassion, and ran, fell on his neck, and
kissed him.

21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your
sight. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

23Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let’s eat and celebrate;
24 for this, my son, was dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found.’

Then they began to celebrate.
25 “Now his elder son was in the field. As he came near to the house, he

heardmusic and dancing.
26He called one of the servants to him and asked what was going on.

* 15:8 A drachma coin was worth about 2 days wages for an agricultural laborer.
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27He said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and healthy.’

28 But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out
and begged him.

29Butheansweredhis father, ‘Behold, thesemanyyears I have servedyou,
and I never disobeyed a commandment of yours, but you never gave me a
goat, that I might celebrate withmy friends.

30 But when this your son came, who has devoured your living with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’

31 “He said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours.

32 But it was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for this, your brother,
was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.’ ”

16
1He also said to his disciples, “There was a certain rich man who had a

manager. An accusation was made to him that this man was wasting his
possessions.

2He called him, and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give
an accounting of yourmanagement, for you can no longer bemanager.’

3 “Themanager said within himself, ‘What will I do, seeing that my lord is
taking away themanagement position fromme? I don’t have strength to dig.
I am ashamed to beg.

4 I know what I will do, so that when I am removed from management,
theymay receive me into their houses.’

5 Calling each one of his lord’s debtors to him, he said to the first, ‘How
much do you owe tomy lord?’

6He said, ‘A hundred batos* of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty.’

7 Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
cors† of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the dishonest manager because he had done
wisely, for the children of thisworld are, in their owngeneration,wiser than
the children of the light.

9 I tell you, make for yourselves friends by means of unrighteous mam-
mon, so that when you fail, theymay receive you into the eternal tents.

10 He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much. He who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.

11 If therefore you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
whowill commit to your trust the true riches?

12 If you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give
you that which is your own?

13No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and
love the other; or else he will hold to one and despise the other. You aren’t
able to serve God andMammon.”‡

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things,
and they scoffed at him.

* 16:6 100 batos is about 395 liters or 104 U. S. gallons. † 16:7 100 cors = about 2,110 liters or 600
bushels. ‡ 16:13 “Mammon” refers to riches or a false god of wealth.
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15 He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of
men, but God knows your hearts. For thatwhich is exalted amongmen is an
abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were until John. From that time the Good
News of God’s Kingdom is preached, and everyone is forcing hisway into it.

17But it is easier forheavenandearth topass away than for one tiny stroke
of a pen in the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adul-
tery. He who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits
adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and
fine linen, living in luxury every day.

20A certain beggar, named Lazarus, was taken to his gate, full of sores,
21anddesiring tobe fedwith thecrumbs that fell fromtherichman’s table.

Yes, even the dogs came and licked his sores.
22 The beggar died, and he was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s

bosom. The richman also died andwas buried.
23 In Hades,§ he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and sawAbraham far

off, and Lazarus at his bosom.
24 He cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send

Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue!
For I am in anguish in this flame.’

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you, in your lifetime, received
your good things, and Lazarus, in the same way, bad things. But here he is
now comforted and you are in anguish.

26Besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, that those
who want to pass from here to you are not able, and that no one may cross
over from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you therefore, father, that you would send him to my
father’s house—

28 for I have five brothers—that he may testify to them, so they won’t also
come into this place of torment.’

29“ButAbrahamsaid to him, ‘TheyhaveMoses and theprophets. Let them
listen to them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded if one rises from the dead.’ ”

17
1He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no occasions of stumbling

should come, but woe to him through whom they come!
2 It would be better for him if amillstone were hung around his neck, and

he were thrown into the sea, rather than that he should cause one of these
little ones to stumble.

3 Be careful. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him. If he repents,
forgive him.

4 If he sins against you seven times in the day, and seven times returns,
saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”
§ 16:23 or, Hell
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5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”
6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you would

tell this sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would
obey you.

7Butwho is there among you, having a servant plowing or keeping sheep,
that will say when he comes in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit
down at the table’?

8Wouldn’t he rather tell him, ‘Preparemysupper, clotheyourself properly,
and servemewhile I eat and drink. Afterward you shall eat and drink’?

9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were com-
manded? I think not.

10Evensoyoualso,whenyouhavedoneall the things thatarecommanded
you, say, ‘We are unworthy servants. We have done our duty.’ ”

11As he was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the borders of
Samaria and Galilee.

12As he entered into a certain village, ten men who were lepers met him,
who stood at a distance.

13They lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, havemercy on us!”
14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the

priests.” As they went, they were cleansed.
15One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying

Godwith a loud voice.
16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks; and he was a

Samaritan.
17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
18Were there none found who returned to give glory to God, except this

foreigner?”
19 Then he said to him, “Get up, and go your way. Your faith has healed

you.”
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when God’s Kingdom would come, he

answered them, “God’s Kingdom doesn’t comewith observation;
21 neither will they say, ‘Look, here!’ or, ‘Look, there!’ for behold, God’s

Kingdom is within you.”
22He said to the disciples, “The days will comewhen youwill desire to see

one of the days of the Son of Man, and youwill not see it.
23Theywill tell you, ‘Look, here!’ or ‘Look, there!’ Don’t go away or follow

after them,
24 for as the lightning, when it flashes out of one part under the sky, shines

to another part under the sky, so will the Son of Man be in his day.
25But first, hemust suffermany things and be rejected by this generation.
26As itwas in the days of Noah, even so it will also be in the days of the Son

of Man.
27 They ate, they drank, they married, and they were given in marriage

until the day that Noah entered into the ship, and the flood came and
destroyed them all.

28 Likewise, even as it was in the days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they built;

29 but in the day that Lot went out from Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur
from the sky and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the sameway in the day that the Son of Man is revealed.
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31 In that day, he who will be on the housetop and his goods in the house,
let him not go down to take them away. Let him who is in the field likewise
not turn back.

32Remember Lot’s wife!
33 Whoever seeks to save his life loses it, but whoever loses his life

preserves it.
34 I tell you, in that night there will be two people in one bed. One will be

taken and the other will be left.
35 There will be two grinding grain together. One will be taken and the

other will be left.”
36 *
37They, answering, asked him, “Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the body is, there the vultures will also be

gathered together.”

18
1He also spoke a parable to them that theymust always pray and not give

up,
2saying, “Therewas a judge in a certain citywhodidn’t fearGodanddidn’t

respect man.
3Awidowwas in that city, and she often came to him, saying, ‘Defend me

frommy adversary!’
4 He wouldn’t for a while; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I

neither fear God nor respect man,
5yetbecause thiswidowbothersme, Iwill defendher, or else shewillwear

me out by her continual coming.’ ”
6The Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous judge says.
7Won’t God avenge his chosen ones who are crying out to him day and

night, and yet he exercises patience with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son

of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
9He also spoke this parable to certain peoplewhowere convinced of their

own righteousness, and who despised all others:
10 “Twomenwent up into the temple to pray; one was a Pharisee, and the

other was a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed by himself like this: ‘God, I thank you

that I am not like the rest of men: extortionists, unrighteous, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector.

12 I fast twice a week. I give tithes of all that I get.’
13But the tax collector, standing far away, wouldn’t even lift up his eyes to

heaven, but beat his chest, saying, ‘God, bemerciful to me, a sinner!’
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the

other; foreveryonewhoexaltshimselfwill behumbled, buthewhohumbles
himself will be exalted.”

15They were also bringing their babies to him, that he might touch them.
But when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.

16 Jesus summoned them, saying, “Allow the little children to come to me,
and don’t hinder them, for God’s Kingdom belongs to such as these.

* 17:36 Some Greekmanuscripts add: “Twowill be in the field: the one taken, and the other left.”
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17Most certainly, I tell you, whoever doesn’t receive God’s Kingdom like a
little child, he will in no way enter into it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good, except one:
God.

20You know the commandments: ‘Don’t commit adultery,’ ‘Don’t murder,’
‘Don’t steal,’ ‘Don’t give false testimony,’ ‘Honor your father and your
mother.’ ”✡

21He said, “I have observed all these things frommy youth up.”
22When Jesus heard these things, he said to him, “You still lack one thing.

Sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor. Then you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, followme.”

23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was very
rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that hebecamevery sad, said, “Howhard it is for thosewho
have riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!

25 For it is easier for a camel to enter in through a needle’s eye than for a
richman to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26Those who heard it said, “Thenwho can be saved?”
27 But he said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible

with God.”
28Peter said, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”
29He said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, there is no one who has left

house, or wife, or brothers, or parents, or children, for God’s Kingdom’s
sake,

30who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the world to
come, eternal life.”

31 He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going
up to Jerusalem, and all the things that are written through the prophets
concerning the Son of Manwill be completed.

32 For he will be delivered up to the Gentiles, will be mocked, treated
shamefully, and spit on.

33They will scourge and kill him. On the third day, he will rise again.”
34 They understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from

them, and they didn’t understand the things that were said.
35As he came near Jericho, a certain blindman sat by the road, begging.
36Hearing amultitude going by, he asked what this meant.
37They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.
38He cried out, “Jesus, you son of David, havemercy onme!”
39Thosewho led thewayrebukedhim, thatheshouldbequiet; buthecried

out all the more, “You son of David, havemercy onme!”
40Standing still, Jesus commandedhim tobebrought tohim. Whenhehad

come near, he asked him,
41 “What do you want me to do?”
He said, “Lord, that I may see again.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight. Your faith has healed you.”
43 Immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God. All

the people, when they saw it, praised God.

✡ 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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19
1He entered andwas passing through Jericho.
2There was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector, and he

was rich.
3He was trying to see who Jesus was, and couldn’t because of the crowd,

because he was short.
4He ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he

was going to pass that way.
5When Jesus came to theplace, he lookedupand sawhim, and said tohim,

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”
6He hurried, came down, and received him joyfully.
7When they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He has gone in to lodge

with amanwho is a sinner.”
8 Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my goods I

give to the poor. If I have wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, I restore
four times as much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house, because he
also is a son of Abraham.

10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”
11 As they heard these things, he went on and told a parable, because

he was near Jerusalem, and they supposed that God’s Kingdom would be
revealed immediately.

12 He said therefore, “A certain nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom and to return.

13He called ten servants of his and gave them ten mina coins, * and told
them, ‘Conduct business until I come.’

14Buthis citizenshatedhim, and sent anenvoyafterhim, saying, ‘Wedon’t
want this man to reign over us.’

15 “When he had come back again, having received the kingdom, he
commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called
to him, that hemight knowwhat they had gained by conducting business.

16The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made tenmore
minas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done, you good servant! Because you were found
faithful with very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying, ‘Yourmina, Lord, has made fiveminas.’
19 “So he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’
20Another came, saying, ‘Lord, behold, yourmina, which I kept laid away

in a handkerchief,
21 for I feared you, because you are an exacting man. You take up that

which you didn’t lay down, and reap that which you didn’t sow.’
22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked

servant! You knew that I am an exacting man, taking up that which I didn’t
lay down and reaping that which I didn’t sow.

23Then why didn’t you deposit mymoney in the bank, and at my coming,
I might have earned interest on it?’

24He said to thosewho stood by, ‘Take themina away fromhim and give it
to himwho has the tenminas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord, he has tenminas!’
* 19:13 10minas wasmore than 3 years’ wages for an agricultural laborer.
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26 ‘For I tell you that to everyonewhohas,willmorebegiven; but fromhim
who doesn’t have, even that which he has will be taken away from him.

27But bring those enemies ofminewho didn’t wantme to reign over them
here, and kill them before me.’ ”

28Having said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29When he came near to Bethsphage† and Bethany, at the mountain that

is called Olivet, he sent two of his disciples,
30 saying, “Go your way into the village on the other side, in which, as you

enter, you will find a colt tied, which noman has ever sat upon. Untie it and
bring it.

31 If anyoneasks you, ‘Whyareyouuntying it?’ say tohim: ‘TheLordneeds
it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went away and found things just as he had told
them.

33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you
untying the colt?”

34They said, “The Lord needs it.”
35Then they brought it to Jesus. They threw their cloaks on the colt and sat

Jesus on them.
36As he went, they spread their cloaks on the road.
37 As he was now getting near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the

wholemultitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise Godwith a loud
voice for all the mighty works which they had seen,

38 saying, “Blessed is the Kingwho comes in the name of the Lord! ✡ Peace
in heaven, and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees from themultitude said to him, “Teacher, rebuke
your disciples!”

40He answered them, “I tell you that if these were silent, the stones would
cry out.”

41When he came near, he saw the city and wept over it,
42 saying, “If you, even you, had known today the things which belong to

your peace! But now, they are hidden from your eyes.
43 For the days will come on you when your enemies will throw up a

barricade against you, surround you, hem you in on every side,
44andwill dash you and your childrenwithin you to the ground. Theywill

not leave in you one stone on another, because you didn’t know the time of
your visitation.”

45Heentered into the temple andbegan todrive out thosewhobought and
sold in it,

46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’ ✡ but you
havemade it a ‘den of robbers’!” ✡

47He was teaching daily in the temple, but the chief priests, the scribes,
and the leadingmen among the people sought to destroy him.

48 They couldn’t find what they might do, for all the people hung on to
every word that he said.

† 19:29 TR, NU read “Bethpage” instead of “Bethsphage” ✡ 19:38 Psalms 118:26 ✡ 19:46 Isaiah
56:7 ✡ 19:46 Jeremiah 7:11
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20
1 On one of those days, as he was teaching the people in the temple and

preaching the Good News, the* priests and scribes came to him with the
elders.

2 They asked him, “Tell us: by what authority do you do these things? Or
who is giving you this authority?”

3He answered them, “I also will ask you one question. Tell me:
4 the baptism of John, was it from heaven, or frommen?”
5They reasonedwith themselves, saying, “Ifwe say, ‘Fromheaven,’hewill

say, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’
6 But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us, for they are

persuaded that John was a prophet.”
7They answered that they didn’t knowwhere it was from.
8 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these

things.”
9He began to tell the people this parable: “A †manplanted a vineyard and

rented it out to some farmers, andwent intoanother country fora long time.
10At the proper season, he sent a servant to the farmers to collect his share

of the fruit of the vineyard. But the farmers beat him and sent him away
empty.

11 He sent yet another servant, and they also beat him and treated him
shamefully, and sent him away empty.

12He sent yet a third, and they also wounded him and threw him out.
13 The lord of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved

son. It may be that seeing him, they will respect him.’
14 “But when the farmers saw him, they reasoned among themselves,

saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, that the inheritance may be
ours.’

15Then they threwhimout of the vineyardandkilledhim. What therefore
will the lord of the vineyard do to them?

16He will come and destroy these farmers, and will give the vineyard to
others.”
When they heard that, they said, “May that never be!”
17But he looked at them and said, “Thenwhat is this that is written,

‘The stone which the builders rejected
wasmade the chief cornerstone’?✡

18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces,
but it will crush whomever it falls on to dust.”

19 The chief priests and the scribes sought to lay hands on him that very
hour, but they feared the people—for they knew he had spoken this parable
against them.

20 They watched him and sent out spies, who pretended to be righteous,
that theymight trap him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the
power and authority of the governor.

21They asked him, “Teacher, we know that you say and teachwhat is right,
and aren’t partial to anyone, but truly teach the way of God.

22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”
23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, “Why do you test

me?
* 20:1 TR adds “chief” † 20:9 NU (in brackets) and TR add “certain” ✡ 20:17 Psalms 118:22
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24 Showme a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25He said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to

God the things that are God’s.”
26 They weren’t able to trap him in his words before the people. They

marveled at his answer andwere silent.
27 Some of the Sadducees came to him, those who deny that there is a

resurrection.
28They asked him, “Teacher,Moseswrote to us that if aman’s brother dies

having a wife, and he is childless, his brother should take the wife and raise
up children for his brother.

29 There were therefore seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died
childless.

30The second took her as wife, and he died childless.
31The third took her, and likewise the seven all left no children, and died.
32Afterward the woman also died.
33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them will she be? For the

seven had her as a wife.”
34 Jesus said to them, “The children of this age marry and are given in

marriage.
35 But those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the

resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given inmarriage.
36For they can’t die anymore, for they are like the angels and are children

of God, being children of the resurrection.
37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he

called the Lord ‘TheGod of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’
✡

38Now he is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive to
him.”

39 Some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you speak well.”
40They didn’t dare to ask him anymore questions.
41He said to them, “Why do they say that the Christ is David’s son?
42David himself says in the book of Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
43until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet.” ’ ✡

44 “David therefore calls him Lord, so how is he his son?”
45 In the hearing of all the people, he said to his disciples,
46 “Beware of those scribes who like to walk in long robes, and love

greetings in themarketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best
places at feasts;

47 who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers.
These will receive greater condemnation.”

21
1He looked up and saw the rich people who were putting their gifts into

the treasury.
2He saw a certain poor widow casting in two small brass coins.*
3He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow put inmore than all of them,

✡ 20:37 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 20:43 Psalms 110:1 * 21:2 literally, “two lepta.” 2 lepta was about 1% of
a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
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4 for all these put in gifts for God from their abundance, but she, out of her
poverty, put in all that she had to live on.”

5 As some were talking about the temple and how it was decorated with
beautiful stones and gifts, he said,

6 “As for these thingswhich you see, the dayswill come inwhich therewill
not be left here one stone on another that will not be thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, so whenwill these things be? What is the sign
that these things are about to happen?”

8He said, “Watch out that you don’t get led astray, for many will come in
myname, saying, ‘I amhe†,’ and, ‘The time is at hand.’ Therefore don’t follow
them.

9 When you hear of wars and disturbances, don’t be terrified, for these
things must happen first, but the end won’t come immediately.”

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom.

11Therewill be great earthquakes, famines, andplagues in various places.
There will be terrors and great signs from heaven.

12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will
persecute you, delivering you up to synagogues and prisons, bringing you
before kings and governors for my name’s sake.

13 It will turn out as a testimony for you.
14 Settle it therefore in your hearts not to meditate beforehand how to

answer,
15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdomwhich all your adversaries will

not be able to withstand or to contradict.
16 You will be handed over even by parents, brothers, relatives, and

friends. They will cause some of you to be put to death.
17Youwill be hated by all men for my name’s sake.
18And not a hair of your head will perish.
19 “By your endurance you will win your lives.
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its

desolation is at hand.
21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let those who

are in the middle of her depart. Let those who are in the country not enter
therein.

22 For these are days of vengeance, that all things which are written may
be fulfilled.

23Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who nurse infants in those
days! For there will be great distress in the land andwrath to this people.

24Theywill fall by the edge of the sword, andwill be led captive into all the
nations. Jerusalemwill be trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled.

25“Therewill be signs in the sun,moon, and stars; andon the earthanxiety
of nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the waves;

26men fainting for fear and for expectationof the thingswhichare coming
on the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory.

28But when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is near.”
† 21:8 or, I AM
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29He told them a parable. “See the fig tree and all the trees.
30When they are alreadybudding, you see it andknowbyyour own selves

that the summer is already near.
31Even so you also, when you see these things happening, know that God’s

Kingdom is near.
32 Most certainly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all

things are accomplished.
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass

away.
34 “So be careful, or your hearts will be loaded down with carousing,

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that daywill come on you suddenly.
35For it will come like a snare on all those who dwell on the surface of all

the earth.
36 Therefore be watchful all the time, praying that you may be counted

worthy to escape all these things that will happen, and to stand before the
Son of Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the temple, and every night he would
go out and spend the night on themountain that is called Olivet.

38 All the people came early in the morning to him in the temple to hear
him.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread, which is called the Passover, was

approaching.
2The chief priests and the scribes sought how theymight put him to death,

for they feared the people.
3Satan entered into Judas, whowas also called Iscariot, whowas counted

with the twelve.
4He went away and talked with the chief priests and captains about how

hemight deliver him to them.
5They were glad, and agreed to give himmoney.
6He consented and sought an opportunity to deliver him to them in the

absence of themultitude.
7 The day of unleavened bread came, on which the Passover must be

sacrificed.
8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us,

that wemay eat.”
9They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare?”
10He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered into the city, a man

carrying a pitcher of water will meet you. Follow him into the house which
he enters.

11Tell themasterof thehouse, ‘TheTeacher says toyou, “Where is theguest
room, where I may eat the Passover withmy disciples?” ’

12 He will show you a large, furnished upper room. Make preparations
there.”

13They went, found things as Jesus had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.

14When the hour had come, he sat downwith the twelve apostles.
15He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you

before I suffer,
16 for I tell you, I will no longer by anymeans eat of it until it is fulfilled in

God’s Kingdom.”
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17He received a cup, and when he had given thanks, he said, “Take this
and share it among yourselves,

18 for I tell you, I will not drink at all again from the fruit of the vine, until
God’s Kingdom comes.”

19He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you. Do this in memory of
me.”

20 Likewise, he took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant inmy blood, which is poured out for you.

21But behold, the hand of himwho betrays me is withme on the table.
22 The Son of Man indeed goes as it has been determined, but woe to that

man through whom he is betrayed!”
23 They began to question among themselves which of them it was who

would do this thing.
24A dispute also arose among them, which of them was considered to be

greatest.
25He said to them, “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those

who have authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’
26But not so with you. Rather, the one who is greater among you, let him

become as the younger, and one who is governing, as one who serves.
27 For who is greater, one who sits at the table, or one who serves? Isn’t it

he who sits at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.
28 “But you are those who have continued withme inmy trials.
29 I confer on you a kingdom, even as my Father conferred onme,
30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom. You will sit on

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
31 The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked to have all of you,

that hemight sift you as wheat,
32 but I prayed for you, that your faith wouldn’t fail. You, when once you

have turned again, establish your brothers.”*
33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to

death!”
34He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will by no means crow today until

you deny that you knowme three times.”
35He said to them, “When I sent you out without purse, bag, and sandals,

did you lack anything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
36Thenhe said to them, “But now,whoever has a purse, let him take it, and

likewise a bag. Whoever has none, let him sell his cloak, and buy a sword.
37 For I tell you that this which is written must still be fulfilled in me:

‘He was counted with transgressors.’✡ For that which concerns me is being
fulfilled.”

38They said, “Lord, behold, here are two swords.”
He said to them, “That is enough.”
39He came out and went, as his custom was, to the Mount of Olives. His

disciples also followed him.
40When he was at the place, he said to them, “Pray that you don’t enter

into temptation.”
* 22:32 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ✡ 22:37 Isaiah 53:12
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41Hewaswithdrawn from themabout a stone’s throw, and he knelt down
and prayed,

42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup fromme. Neverthe-
less, not mywill, but yours, be done.”

43An angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him.
44Being in agony, he prayed more earnestly. His sweat became like great

drops of blood falling down on the ground.
45When he rose up from his prayer, he came to the disciples and found

them sleeping because of grief,
46 and said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray that you may not

enter into temptation.”
47Whilehewas still speaking, a crowdappeared. Hewhowascalled Judas,

one of the twelve, was leading them. He came near to Jesus to kiss him.
48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, do you betray the Son ofManwith a kiss?”
49When thosewhowere around him sawwhatwas about to happen, they

said to him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”
50A certain one of them struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off

his right ear.
51But Jesus answered, “Letmeat least do this”—andhe touchedhis ear and

healed him.
52 Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and elders, who

had come against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords
and clubs?

53 When I was with you in the temple daily, you didn’t stretch out your
hands against me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”

54 They seized him and led him away, and brought him into the high
priest’s house. But Peter followed from a distance.

55When they had kindled a fire in themiddle of the courtyard and had sat
down together, Peter sat among them.

56A certain servant girl saw him as he sat in the light, and looking intently
at him, said, “This man also was with him.”

57He denied Jesus, saying, “Woman, I don’t know him.”
58After a little while someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of

them!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
59 After about one hour passed, another confidently affirmed, saying,

“Truly this man also was with him, for he is a Galilean!”
60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!” Imme-

diately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.
61TheLord turnedand lookedat Peter. ThenPeter remembered theLord’s

word, how he said to him, “Before the rooster crows youwill denyme three
times.”

62Hewent out, and wept bitterly.
63Themenwho held Jesus mocked him and beat him.
64 Having blindfolded him, they struck him on the face and asked him,

“Prophesy! Who is the one who struck you?”
65They spokemany other things against him, insulting him.
66 As soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders of the people were

gathered together, both chief priests and scribes, and they led himaway into
their council, saying,

67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.”



Luke 22:68 1751 Luke 23:21

But he said to them, “If I tell you, you won’t believe,
68and if I ask, you will in no way answerme or let me go.
69 From now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the

power of God.”
70They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?”
He said to them, “You say it, because I am.”
71They said, “Why do we need any more witness? For we ourselves have

heard from his ownmouth!”

23
1The whole company of them rose up and brought him before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting the

nation, forbidding paying taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is
Christ, a king.”

3Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
He answered him, “So you say.”
4 Pilate said to the chief priests and the multitudes, “I find no basis for a

charge against this man.”
5But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all

Judea, beginning from Galilee even to this place.”
6 But when Pilate heard Galilee mentioned, he asked if the man was a

Galilean.
7When he found out that he was in Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to

Herod, whowas also in Jerusalem during those days.
8NowwhenHerod saw Jesus, hewas exceedingly glad, for he hadwanted

to see him for a long time, because he had heardmany things about him. He
hoped to see somemiracle done by him.

9He questioned himwithmanywords, but he gave no answers.
10The chief priests and the scribes stood, vehemently accusing him.
11Herodwith his soldiers humiliated him andmocked him. Dressing him

in luxurious clothing, they sent him back to Pilate.
12 Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for

before that they were enemies with each other.
13Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people,
14 and said to them, “You brought this man to me as one that perverts the

people, and behold, having examined him before you, I found no basis for a
charge against this man concerning those things of which you accuse him.

15 Neither has Herod, for I sent you to him, and see, nothing worthy of
death has been done by him.

16 I will therefore chastise him and release him.”
17Now he had to release one prisoner to them at the feast.*
18But they all cried out together, saying, “Away with this man! Release to

us Barabbas!”—
19 one who was thrown into prison for a certain revolt in the city, and for

murder.
20Then Pilate spoke to them again, wanting to release Jesus,
21but they shouted, saying, “Crucify! Crucify him!”

* 23:17 NU omits verse 17.
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22He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has this man done? I
have foundno capital crime inhim. Iwill therefore chastise himand release
him.”

23But theywereurgentwith loudvoices, asking that hemight be crucified.
Their voices and the voices of the chief priests prevailed.

24Pilate decreed that what they asked for should be done.
25He released himwho had been thrown into prison for insurrection and

murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus up to their will.
26When they led him away, they grabbed one Simon of Cyrene, coming

from the country, and laid the cross on him to carry it after Jesus.
27 A great multitude of the people followed him, including women who

also mourned and lamented him.
28But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, don’tweep for

me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.
29 For behold, the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the

barren, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’
30Then they will begin to tell themountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and tell the hills,

‘Cover us.’✡
31 For if they do these things in the green tree, what will be done in the

dry?”
32There were also others, two criminals, led with him to be put to death.
33When they came to the place that is called “The Skull”, they crucified

him there with the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left.
34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are

doing.”
Dividing his garments among them, they cast lots.
35 The people stood watching. The rulers with them also scoffed at him,

saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, his
chosen one!”

36The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him vinegar,
37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
38An inscription was also written over him in letters of Greek, Latin, and

Hebrew: “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
39One of the criminals who was hanged insulted him, saying, “If you are

the Christ, save yourself and us!”
40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Don’t you even fear

God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?
41And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward for our deeds, but

this man has done nothing wrong.”
42 He said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when you come into your

Kingdom.”
43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell you, today you will be with me in

Paradise.”
44 Itwasnowabout the sixthhour,†anddarkness cameover thewhole land

until the ninth hour.‡
45The sunwas darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two.
46 Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit

my spirit!” Having said this, he breathed his last.
✡ 23:30 Hosea 10:8 † 23:44 Time was counted from sunrise, so the sixth hour was about noon.
‡ 23:44 3:00 p.m.
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47 When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying,
“Certainly this was a righteous man.”

48 All the multitudes that came together to see this, when they saw the
things that were done, returned home beating their chests.

49 All his acquaintances and the women who followed with him from
Galilee stood at a distance, watching these things.

50 Behold, there was a man named Joseph, who was a member of the
council, a good and righteous man

51 (he had not consented to their counsel and deed), from Arimathaea, a
city of the Jews, who was also waiting for God’s Kingdom.

52This manwent to Pilate, and asked for Jesus’ body.
53He took it down and wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb

that was cut in stone, where no one had ever been laid.
54 It was the day of the Preparation, and the Sabbath was drawing near.
55 The women who had come with him out of Galilee followed after, and

saw the tomb and how his body was laid.
56They returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they

rested according to the commandment.

24
1Buton thefirstdayof theweek, at earlydawn, theyandsomeothers came

to the tomb, bringing the spices which they had prepared.
2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb.
3They entered in, and didn’t find the Lord Jesus’ body.
4While they were greatly perplexed about this, behold, twomen stood by

them in dazzling clothing.
5Becoming terrified, they bowed their faces down to the earth.
Themen said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
6He isn’t here, but is risen. Remember what he told youwhen he was still

in Galilee,
7 saying that the Son of Manmust be delivered up into the hands of sinful

men and be crucified, and the third day rise again?”
8They remembered his words,
9 returned from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven and to all

the rest.
10NowtheywereMaryMagdalene, Joanna, andMary themotherof James.

The other womenwith them told these things to the apostles.
11 These words seemed to them to be nonsense, and they didn’t believe

them.
12ButPeter got upand ran to the tomb. Stoopingand looking in, he saw the

strips of linen lying by themselves, and he departed to his home, wondering
what had happened.

13 Behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named
Emmaus, which was sixty stadia* from Jerusalem.

14 They talked with each other about all of these things which had hap-
pened.

15While they talkedandquestioned together, Jesushimself camenear, and
went with them.

16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
17He said to them, “What are you talking about as youwalk, and are sad?”

* 24:13 60 stadia = about 11 kilometers or about 7 miles.
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18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things which have happened there in
these days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”
They said to him, “The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene, who was a

prophet mighty in deed andword before God and all the people;
20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to be

condemned to death, and crucified him.
21 But we were hoping that it was he who would redeem Israel. Yes, and

besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened.
22Also, certain women of our company amazed us, having arrived early

at the tomb;
23andwhen they didn’t find his body, they came saying that they had also

seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive.
24 Some of us went to the tomb and found it just like the women had said,

but they didn’t see him.”
25He said to them, “Foolish people, and slow of heart to believe in all that

the prophets have spoken!
26Didn’t the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?”
27Beginning fromMoses and from all the prophets, he explained to them

in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
28They came near to the village where they were going, and he acted like

he would go further.
29 They urged him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is almost evening, and the

day is almost over.”
Hewent in to stay with them.
30When he had sat down at the table with them, he took the bread and

gave thanks. Breaking it, he gave it to them.
31Their eyes were opened and they recognized him; then he vanished out

of their sight.
32 They said to one another, “Weren’t our hearts burning within us while

he spoke to us along the way, and while he opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They rose up that very hour, returned to Jerusalem, and found the

eleven gathered together, and those whowere with them,
34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”
35 They related the things that happened along the way, and how he was

recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.
36As they said these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to

them, “Peace be to you.”
37But they were terrified and filled with fear, and supposed that they had

seen a spirit.
38He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your

hearts?
39 See my hands and my feet, that it is truly me. Touch me and see, for a

spirit doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you see that I have.”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
41While they still didn’t believe for joy, andwondered, he said to them, “Do

you have anything here to eat?”
42They gave him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.
43He took them, and ate in front of them.
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44He said to them, “This iswhat I told youwhile Iwas stillwith you, that all
things which are written in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
concerningmemust be fulfilled.”

45Thenhe opened theirminds, that theymight understand the Scriptures.
46He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the

Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,
47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his

name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
48You are witnesses of these things.
49Behold, I send out the promise of my Father on you. But wait in the city

of Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high.”
50He led themout as far as Bethany, andhe lifted uphis hands andblessed

them.
51While he blessed them, hewithdrew from themandwas carried up into

heaven.
52They worshiped him and returned to Jerusalemwith great joy,
53andwere continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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The Good News According to
John

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

2The samewas in the beginning with God.
3All thingsweremade through him. Without him, nothingwasmade that

has beenmade.
4 In himwas life, and the life was the light of men.
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t overcome* it.
6There came aman sent from God, whose namewas John.
7The same came as a witness, that hemight testify about the light, that all

might believe through him.
8Hewas not the light, but was sent that hemight testify about the light.
9The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the

world didn’t recognize him.
11He came to his own, and those whowere his own didn’t receive him.
12But asmany as received him, to them he gave the right to become God’s

children, to those who believe in his name:
13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will

of man, but of God.
14TheWordbecamefleshand livedamongus. Wesawhis glory, suchglory

as of the only born† Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.
15 John testified about him. He cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I

said, ‘Hewho comes after me has surpassedme, for he was before me.’ ”
16From his fullness we all received grace upon grace.
17 For the law was given through Moses. Grace and truth were realized

through Jesus Christ.‡
18 No one has seen God at any time. The only born§ Son,* who is in the

bosom of the Father, has declared him.
19 This is John’s testimony, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
20He declared, and didn’t deny, but he declared, “I am not the Christ.”
21They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 They said therefore to him, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take

back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23He said, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight

the way of the Lord,’✡ as Isaiah the prophet said.”
* 1:5 The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It refers
to getting a grip on an enemy to defeat him. † 1:14 The phrase “only born” is from the Greekword
“μονογενους”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 1:17 “Christ”
means “AnointedOne”. § 1:18 The phrase “only born” is from theGreekword “μονογενη”, which is
sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. * 1:18 NU reads “God” ✡ 1:23 Isaiah
40:3
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24The ones who had been sent were from the Pharisees.
25They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor

Elijah, nor the prophet?”
26 John answered them, “I baptize in water, but among you stands one

whom you don’t know.
27He is the one who comes after me, who is preferred before me, whose

sandal strap I’mnot worthy to loosen.”
28These things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where Johnwas

baptizing.
29The next day, he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold,† the Lamb

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
30This is he ofwhomI said, ‘Afterme comes amanwho is preferredbefore

me, for he was before me.’
31 I didn’t know him, but for this reason I came baptizing in water, that he

would be revealed to Israel.”
32 John testified, saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending like a dove out

of heaven, and it remained on him.
33 I didn’t recognize him, but he who sent me to baptize in water said to

me, ‘Onwhomever youwill see the Spirit descending and remaining on him
is he who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’

34 I have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
35Again, the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples,
36andhe lookedat Jesusashewalked, andsaid, “Behold, theLambofGod!”
37The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, “What are you

looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, being interpreted, Teacher),

“where are you staying?”
39He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that

day. It was about the tenth hour.‡
40One of the two who heard John and followed him was Andrew, Simon

Peter’s brother.
41He first found his own brother, Simon, and said to him, “We have found

theMessiah!” (which is, being interpreted, Christ§).
42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon

the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which is by interpretation,
Peter).*

43On the next day, he was determined to go out into Galilee, and he found
Philip. Jesus said to him, “Followme.”

44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
45Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, “We have found him of whom

Moses in the law and also the prophets, wrote: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”

46Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

† 1:29 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as
an interjection. ‡ 1:39 4:00 p.m. § 1:41 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) both mean
“Anointed One”. * 1:42 “Cephas” (Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) bothmean “Rock”.
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47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said about him, “Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48Nathanael said to him, “How do you knowme?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the

fig tree, I saw you.”
49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are King

of Israel!”
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I told you, ‘I saw you underneath the fig

tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these!”
51 He said to him, “Most certainly, I tell you all, hereafter you will see

heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son
of Man.”

2
1The third day, there was awedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was

there.
2 Jesus also was invited, with his disciples, to the wedding.
3When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no wine.”
4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with you and me?

My hour has not yet come.”
5His mother said to the servants, “Whatever he says to you, do it.”
6Now there were six water pots of stone set there after the Jews’ way of

purifying, containing two or threemetretes* apiece.
7 Jesus said to them, “Fill thewater potswithwater.” So they filled themup

to the brim.
8Hesaid to them, “Nowdrawsomeout, and take it to the ruler of the feast.”

So they took it.
9When the ruler of the feast tasted thewaternowbecomewine, anddidn’t

knowwhere it came from(but the servantswhohaddrawn thewaterknew),
the ruler of the feast called the bridegroom

10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when the
guests have drunk freely, then that which is worse. You have kept the good
wine until now!”

11This beginning of his signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

12After this, hewentdown toCapernaum,he, andhismother, his brothers,
and his disciples; and they stayed there a few days.

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14He found in the temple those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, and the

changers of money sitting.
15Hemade awhip of cords and drove all out of the temple, both the sheep

and the oxen; and he poured out the changers’ money and overthrew their
tables.

16 To those who sold the doves, he said, “Take these things out of here!
Don’t makemy Father’s house amarketplace!”

17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will
eat me up.”✡

18 The Jews therefore answered him, “What sign do you show us, seeing
that you do these things?”
* 2:6 2 to 3metretes is about 20 to 30 U. S. Gallons, or 75 to 115 liters. ✡ 2:17 Psalms 69:9
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19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days Iwill raise
it up.”

20The Jews therefore said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple! Will
you raise it up in three days?”

21But he spoke of the temple of his body.
22When therefore hewas raised from the dead, his disciples remembered

that he said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus
had said.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many
believed in his name, observing his signs which he did.

24But Jesus didn’t entrust himself to them, because he knew everyone,
25and because he didn’t need for anyone to testify concerningman; for he

himself knewwhat was inman.

3
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews.
2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are

a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do, unless
God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most certainly I tell you, unless one is born anew,
* he can’t see God’s Kingdom.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “How can aman be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most certainly I tell you, unless one is bornofwater and
Spirit, he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom.

6That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.

7Don’t marvel that I said to you, ‘Youmust be born anew.’
8 The wind† blows where it wants to, and you hear its sound, but don’t

knowwhere it comes from andwhere it is going. So is everyonewho is born
of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered him, “How can these things be?”
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and don’t under-

stand these things?
11Most certainly I tell you,we speak thatwhichweknowand testify of that

which we have seen, and you don’t receive our witness.
12 If I told you earthly things and you don’t believe, howwill you believe if

I tell you heavenly things?
13No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended out of heaven,

the Son of Man, who is in heaven.
14As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son

of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
16ForGodso loved theworld, thathegavehisonlyborn‡Son, thatwhoever

believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

* 3:3 Theword translated “anew”hereand in John3:7 (ἄνωθεν) alsomeans “again”and “fromabove”.
† 3:8 The sameGreekword (πνεῦμα)meanswind, breath, and spirit. ‡ 3:16 Thephrase “only born”
is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.



John 3:17 1760 John 4:5

17 For God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world should be saved through him.

18He who believes in him is not judged. He who doesn’t believe has been
judgedalready, becausehehasnot believed in thenameof theonlybornSon
of God.

19 This is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than the light, for their works were evil.

20For everyonewho does evil hates the light and doesn’t come to the light,
lest his works would be exposed.

21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his works may be
revealed, that they have been done in God.”

22After these things, Jesus came with his disciples into the land of Judea.
He stayed there with them and baptized.

23 John also was baptizing in Enon near Salim, because there was much
water there. They came andwere baptized;

24 for John was not yet thrown into prison.
25Therefore a dispute arose on the part of John’s disciples with some Jews

about purification.
26They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, hewhowaswith youbeyond

the Jordan, towhomyou have testified, behold, he baptizes, and everyone is
coming to him.”

27 Johnanswered, “Amancanreceivenothingunless it hasbeengivenhim
from heaven.

28You yourselves testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been
sent before him.’

29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bride-
groom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bride-
groom’s voice. Therefore my joy is made full.

30Hemust increase, but I must decrease.
31 “He who comes from above is above all. He who is from the earth

belongs to the earth and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven
is above all.

32What he has seen and heard, of that he testifies; and no one receives his
witness.

33Hewho has received his witness has set his seal to this, that God is true.
34 For he whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for God gives the

Spirit without measure.
35The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand.
36Onewho believes in the Son has eternal life, but one who disobeys§ the

Son won’t see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
4

1 Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus
wasmaking and baptizingmore disciples than John

2 (although Jesus himself didn’t baptize, but his disciples),
3he left Judea and departed into Galilee.
4He needed to pass through Samaria.
5 So he came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground

that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

§ 3:36 The sameword can be translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in this context.
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6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being tired from his journey, sat
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.*

7A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.”

8For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.
9 The Samaritan woman therefore said to him, “How is it that you, being

a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans.)

10 Jesusansweredher, “If youknewthegift ofGod, andwho it iswhosays to
you, ‘Giveme a drink,’ youwould have asked him, and hewould have given
you living water.”

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep. So where do you get that living water?

12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his children and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst
again,

14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never thirst
again; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water
springing up to eternal life.”

15Thewoman said tohim, “Sir, giveme thiswater, so that I don’t get thirsty,
neither come all the way here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
17The woman answered, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You said well, ‘I have no husband,’
18 for you have had five husbands; and hewhomyounowhave is not your

husband. This you have said truly.”
19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you Jews say that in

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.”
21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believeme, the hour is comingwhen neither

in this mountain nor in Jerusalemwill you worship the Father.
22 You worship that which you don’t know. We worship that which we

know; for salvation is from the Jews.
23But the hour comes, and now is, when the trueworshipers will worship

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such to be hisworshipers.
24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
25Thewoman said tohim, “I know thatMessiah is coming, hewho is called

Christ.† When he has come, he will declare to us all things.”
26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who speaks to you.”
27 Just then, his disciples came. Theymarveled that hewas speakingwith a

woman; yet no one said, “What are you looking for?” or, “Why do you speak
with her?”

28So thewoman left herwater pot, went away into the city, and said to the
people,

29 “Come, see a man who told me everything that I have done. Can this be
the Christ?”

30They went out of the city, and were coming to him.

* 4:6 noon † 4:25 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”.
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31 In themeanwhile, the disciples urged him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you don’t know about.”
33 The disciples therefore said to one another, “Has anyone brought him

something to eat?”
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to

accomplish his work.
35Don’t you say, ‘Thereareyet fourmonthsuntil theharvest’? Behold, I tell

you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, that they are white for harvest
already.

36He who reaps receives wages and gathers fruit to eternal life, that both
he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.

37For in this the saying is true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.’
38 I sent you to reap that for which you haven’t labored. Others have

labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
39 From that city many of the Samaritans believed in him because of the

word of thewoman, who testified, “He toldme everything that I have done.”
40Sowhen theSamaritans came tohim, theybeggedhimto staywith them.

He stayed there two days.
41Manymore believed because of his word.
42They said to thewoman, “Nowwebelieve, not because of your speaking;

for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Savior of the world.”

43After the two days he went out from there and went into Galilee.
44 For Jesus himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own

country.
45 So when he came into Galilee, the Galileans received him, having seen

all the things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast, for they also went to the
feast.

46 Jesus came therefore again to Cana of Galilee, where hemade thewater
intowine. Therewas a certain noblemanwhose sonwas sick at Capernaum.

47When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, hewent to
him and begged him that he would come down and heal his son, for he was
at the point of death.

48 Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless you see signs andwonders, youwill
in no way believe.”

49The nobleman said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your son lives.” The man believed the

word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.
51As hewas going down, his servantsmet him and reported, saying “Your

child lives!”
52 So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. They said

therefore to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour,‡ the fever left him.”
53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him,

“Your son lives.” He believed, as did his whole house.
54 This is again the second sign that Jesus did, having come out of Judea

into Galilee.

5
1 After these things, there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to

Jerusalem.
‡ 4:52 1:00 p.m.
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2 Now in Jerusalem by the sheep gate, there is a pool, which is called in
Hebrew, “Bethesda”, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, or
paralyzed, waiting for themoving of the water;

4 for an angel went down at certain times into the pool and stirred up the
water. Whoever stepped in first after the stirring of the water was healed of
whatever disease he had.*

5A certainmanwas there who had been sick for thirty-eight years.
6When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had been sick for a

long time, he asked him, “Do youwant to bemade well?”
7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool

when the water is stirred up, but while I’m coming, another steps down
before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up yourmat, and walk.”
9 Immediately, the manwasmade well, and took up his mat and walked.
Now that day was a Sabbath.
10So the Jews said to himwhowas cured, “It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful

for you to carry themat.”
11Heanswered them, “Hewhomademewell said tome, ‘Takeupyourmat

and walk.’ ”
12 Then they asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your

mat and walk’?”
13Buthewhowashealeddidn’t knowwho itwas, for Jesushadwithdrawn,

a crowd being in the place.
14Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “Behold, you

aremade well. Sin nomore, so that nothing worse happens to you.”
15 The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made

himwell.
16For this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill him, because

he did these things on the Sabbath.
17But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, so I am working,

too.”
18For this cause therefore the Jews sought all themore to kill him, because

he not only broke the Sabbath, but also called God his own Father, making
himself equal with God.

19 Jesus thereforeanswered them, “Most certainly, I tell you, theSoncando
nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father doing. For whatever things
he does, these the Son also does likewise.

20 For the Father has affection for the Son, and shows him all things that
he himself does. He will show him greater works than these, that you may
marvel.

21For as the Father raises thedeadandgives them life, even so the Sonalso
gives life to whom he desires.

22For the Father judges no one, but he has given all judgment to the Son,
23 that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who

doesn’t honor the Son doesn’t honor the Father who sent him.
24 “Most certainly I tell you, he who hears myword and believes himwho

sentme has eternal life, and doesn’t come into judgment, but has passed out
of death into life.

* 5:4 NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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25Most certainly I tell you, the hour comes, and now is, when the deadwill
hear the Son of God’s voice; and those who hear will live.

26 For as the Father has life in himself, even so he gave to the Son also to
have life in himself.

27He also gave him authority to execute judgment, because he is a son of
man.

28 Don’t marvel at this, for the hour comes in which all who are in the
tombs will hear his voice

29andwill come out; thosewhohave done good, to the resurrection of life;
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment.

30 I can of myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is
righteous, because I don’t seek my own will, but the will of my Father who
sent me.

31 “If I testify about myself, my witness is not valid.
32 It is anotherwho testifies aboutme. I know that the testimonywhich he

testifies about me is true.
33You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.
34But the testimonywhich I receive is not fromman. However, I say these

things that youmay be saved.
35He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice

for a while in his light.
36But the testimonywhich Ihave is greater than that of John; for theworks

which the Father gave me to accomplish, the very works that I do, testify
about me, that the Father has sent me.

37 The Father himself, who sent me, has testified about me. You have
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his form.

38 You don’t have his word living in you, because you don’t believe him
whom he sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and these are they which testify about me.

40Yet you will not come tome, that youmay have life.
41 I don’t receive glory frommen.
42But I know you, that you don’t have God’s love in yourselves.
43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you don’t receive me. If another

comes in his own name, you will receive him.
44Howcanyoubelieve,who receive glory fromoneanother, andyoudon’t

seek the glory that comes from the only God?
45“Don’t think that Iwill accuseyou to theFather. There is onewhoaccuses

you, evenMoses, on whom you have set your hope.
46For if youbelievedMoses, youwouldbelieveme; forhewroteaboutme.
47But if you don’t believe his writings, howwill you believemywords?”

6
1After these things, Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee,

which is also called the Sea of Tiberias.
2A greatmultitude followed him, because they saw his signswhich he did

on those whowere sick.
3 Jesus went up into themountain, and he sat there with his disciples.
4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
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5 Jesus therefore, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great multitude was
coming to him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, that these may
eat?”

6He said this to test him, for he himself knewwhat he would do.
7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii* worth of bread is not

sufficient for them, that every one of themmay receive a little.”
8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
9“There is a boyherewhohasfivebarley loaves and twofish, butwhat are

these among somany?”
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in

that place. So themen sat down, in number about five thousand.
11 Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, he distributed to the

disciples, and the disciples to those who were sitting down, likewise also of
the fish as much as they desired.

12When they were filled, he said to his disciples, “Gather up the broken
pieces which are left over, that nothing be lost.”

13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with broken pieces
from the five barley loaves, which were left over by those who had eaten.

14When therefore the people saw the signwhich Jesus did, they said, “This
is truly the prophet who comes into the world.”

15 Jesus therefore, perceiving that they were about to come and take him
by force to make him king, withdrew again to themountain by himself.

16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea.
17They entered into the boat, and were going over the sea to Capernaum.

It was now dark, and Jesus had not come to them.
18The sea was tossed by a great wind blowing.
19When therefore theyhad rowedabout twenty-fiveor thirty stadia,† they

saw Jesus walking on the sea✡ and drawing near to the boat; and they were
afraid.

20But he said to them, “It is I.‡ Don’t be afraid.”
21 They were willing therefore to receive him into the boat. Immediately

the boat was at the land where they were going.
22On thenext day, themultitude that stood on the other side of the sea saw

that therewas no other boat there, except the one inwhich his disciples had
embarked, and that Jesus hadn’t enteredwith his disciples into the boat, but
his disciples had gone away alone.

23However, boats fromTiberias came near to the placewhere they ate the
bread after the Lord had given thanks.

24 When the multitude therefore saw that Jesus wasn’t there, nor his
disciples, they themselves got into the boats and came to Capernaum,
seeking Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they asked him,
“Rabbi, when did you come here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly I tell you, you seek me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.

* 6:7 A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer, so 200
denarii would be between 6 and 7 month’s pay. † 6:19 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6 kilometers
or about 3 to 4miles ✡ 6:19 See Job 9:8 ‡ 6:20 or, I AM
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27Don’t work for the foodwhich perishes, but for the foodwhich remains
to eternal life, which the Son ofManwill give to you. For God the Father has
sealed him.”

28 They said therefore to him, “What must we do, that we may work the
works of God?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him
whom he has sent.”

30They said therefore to him, “What thendo youdo for a sign, thatwemay
see and believe you? What work do you do?

31Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness. As it is written, ‘He gave
them bread out of heaven§ to eat.’ ”✡

32 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t Moses
who gave you the bread out of heaven, but my Father gives you the true
bread out of heaven.

33For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven and gives
life to the world.”

34They said therefore to him, “Lord, always give us this bread.”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes tomewill not

be hungry, and whoever believes inmewill never be thirsty.
36But I told you that you have seenme, and yet you don’t believe.
37All those whom the Father gives me will come to me. He who comes to

me I will in no way throw out.
38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will

of himwho sent me.
39This is thewill of my Father who sentme, that of all he has given tome I

should lose nothing, but should raise him up at the last day.
40This is the will of the one who sent me, that everyone who sees the Son

and believes in him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the
last day.”

41 The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, “I am
the bread which came down out of heaven.”

42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother
we know? How then does he say, ‘I have come down out of heaven’?”

43Therefore Jesus answered them, “Don’t murmur among yourselves.
44No one can come tome unless the Father who sentme draws him; and I

will raise him up in the last day.
45 It iswritten in theprophets, ‘Theywill all be taught byGod.’ ✡ Therefore

everyone who hears from the Father and has learned, comes to me.
46Not that anyone has seen the Father, except he who is from God. He has

seen the Father.
47Most certainly, I tell you, he who believes inme has eternal life.
48 I am the bread of life.
49Your fathers ate themanna in the wilderness and they died.
50This is the breadwhich comes down out of heaven, that anyonemay eat

of it and not die.
51 I am the living breadwhich came down out of heaven. If anyone eats of

this bread, he will live forever. Yes, the bread which I will give for the life of
the world is my flesh.”
§ 6:31 Greek and Hebrew use the same word for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”, and “the air”.
✡ 6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalms 78:24-25 ✡ 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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52 The Jews therefore contended with one another, saying, “How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, unless you eat the
fleshof theSonofMananddrinkhisblood, youdon’t have life inyourselves.

54He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up at the last day.

55Formy flesh is food indeed, andmy blood is drink indeed.
56Hewho eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me, and I in him.
57As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who

feeds onmewill also live because of me.
58This is the breadwhich camedownout of heaven—not as our fathers ate

themanna and died. He who eats this bread will live forever.”
59He said these things in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.
60 Therefore many of his disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a

hard saying! Who can listen to it?”
61 But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said

to them, “Does this cause you to stumble?
62Then what if you would see the Son of Man ascending to where he was

before?
63 It is the spirit who gives life. The flesh profits nothing. The words that I

speak to you are spirit, and are life.
64But there are some of you who don’t believe.” For Jesus knew from the

beginning who they were who didn’t believe, and who it was who would
betray him.

65He said, “For this cause I have said to you that no one can come to me,
unless it is given to him bymy Father.”

66At this, many of his disciples went back andwalked nomore with him.
67 Jesus said therefore to the twelve, “You don’t also want to go away, do

you?”
68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whomwouldwe go? You have the

words of eternal life.
69We have come to believe and know that you are the Christ, the Son of

the living God.”
70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I choose you, the twelve, and one of you is

a devil?”
71Nowhespokeof Judas, the sonofSimon Iscariot, for itwashewhowould

betray him, being one of the twelve.

7
1After these things, Jesus was walking in Galilee, for he wouldn’t walk in

Judea, because the Jews sought to kill him.
2Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand.
3His brothers therefore said to him, “Depart from here and go into Judea,

that your disciples also may see your works which you do.
4For no one does anything in secret while he seeks to be known openly. If

you do these things, reveal yourself to the world.”
5For even his brothers didn’t believe in him.
6 Jesus therefore said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is

always ready.
7 The world can’t hate you, but it hates me, because I testify about it, that

its works are evil.
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8You go up to the feast. I amnot yet going up to this feast, becausemy time
is not yet fulfilled.”

9Having said these things to them, he stayed in Galilee.
10 But when his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up,

not publicly, but as it were in secret.
11The Jews therefore sought him at the feast, and said, “Where is he?”
12 There was much murmuring among the multitudes concerning him.

Some said, “He is a good man.” Others said, “Not so, but he leads the
multitude astray.”

13Yet no one spoke openly of him for fear of the Jews.
14 But when it was now the middle of the feast, Jesus went up into the

temple and taught.
15The Jews thereforemarveled, saying, “How does this man know letters,

having never been educated?”
16 Jesus therefore answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who

sent me.
17 If anyonedesires todohiswill, hewill knowabout the teaching,whether

it is from God or if I am speaking frommyself.
18He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory, but he who seeks the

glory of himwho sent him is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
19Didn’t Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keeps the law? Why

do you seek to kill me?”
20Themultitude answered, “You have a demon! Who seeks to kill you?”
21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work and you all marvel because of it.
22 Moses has given you circumcision (not that it is of Moses, but of the

fathers), and on the Sabbath you circumcise a boy.
23 If a boy receives circumcision on the Sabbath, that the lawofMosesmay

not be broken, are you angry with me because I made a man completely
healthy on the Sabbath?

24Don’t judge according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”
25Therefore some of themof Jerusalem said, “Isn’t this hewhom they seek

to kill?
26Behold, he speaks openly, and they say nothing to him. Can it be that the

rulers indeed know that this is truly the Christ?
27 However, we know where this man comes from, but when the Christ

comes, no one will knowwhere he comes from.”
28 Jesus therefore cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You both

knowme, and knowwhere I am from. I have not comeofmyself, but hewho
sent me is true, whom you don’t know.

29 I know him, because I am from him, and he sent me.”
30 They sought therefore to take him; but no one laid a hand on him,

because his hour had not yet come.
31But of themultitude,many believed in him. They said, “When the Christ

comes, hewon’t domore signs than thosewhich thismanhas done,will he?”
32The Pharisees heard themultitudemurmuring these things concerning

him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.
33Then Jesus said, “I will be with you a little while longer, then I go to him

who sent me.
34Youwill seekme andwon’t findme. You can’t comewhere I am.”
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35The Jews therefore said among themselves, “Wherewill thismango that
wewon’t find him? Will he go to theDispersion among theGreeks and teach
the Greeks?

36What is thisword that he said, ‘Youwill seekme, andwon’t findme;’ and
‘Where I am, you can’t come’?”

37Now on the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come tome and drink!

38He who believes in me, as the Scripture has said, from within him will
flow rivers of living water.”

39 But he said this about the Spirit, which those believing in him were
to receive. For the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus wasn’t yet
glorified.

40Many of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, said,
“This is truly the prophet.”

41Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “What, does the Christ
come out of Galilee?

42Hasn’t the Scripture said that theChrist comesof theoffspring*ofDavid,
✡ and from Bethlehem,✡ the village where David was?”

43 So a division arose in themultitude because of him.
44 Some of themwould have arrested him, but no one laid hands on him.
45The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they

said to them, “Why didn’t you bring him?”
46The officers answered, “Noman ever spoke like this man!”
47The Pharisees therefore answered them, “You aren’t also led astray, are

you?
48Have any of the rulers or any of the Pharisees believed in him?
49But this multitude that doesn’t know the law is cursed.”
50 Nicodemus (he who came to him by night, being one of them) said to

them,
51 “Does our law judge aman unless it first hears fromhimpersonally and

knows what he does?”
52They answered him, “Are you also fromGalilee? Search and see that no

prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”✡
53Everyone went to his own house,

8
1but Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2Now very early in the morning, he came again into the temple, and all

the people came to him. He sat down and taught them.
3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman taken in adultery.

Having set her in themiddle,
4 they told him, “Teacher, we found thiswoman in adultery, in the very act.
5Now in our law,Moses commandedus to stone suchwomen.✡ What then

do you say about her?”
6They said this testing him, that theymight have something to accuse him

of.
But Jesus stooped down andwrote on the groundwith his finger.
7Butwhen they continued asking him, he looked up and said to them, “He

who is without sin among you, let him throw the first stone at her.”
* 7:42 or, seed ✡ 7:42 2 Samuel 7:12 ✡ 7:42 Micah 5:2 ✡ 7:52 See Isaiah 9:1; Matthew
4:13-16 ✡ 8:5 Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22
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8Again he stooped down andwrote on the groundwith his finger.
9They, when they heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out

one by one, beginning from the oldest, even to the last. Jesus was left alone
with the womanwhere she was, in themiddle.

10 Jesus, standingup, sawherandsaid, “Woman,whereareyouraccusers?
Did no one condemn you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way. From now on, sin no

more.”*
12 Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the

world.✡ He who follows me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the
light of life.”

13 The Pharisees therefore said to him, “You testify about yourself. Your
testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I testify about myself, my testimony is
true, for I know where I came from, and where I am going; but you don’t
knowwhere I came from, or where I am going.

15You judge according to the flesh. I judge no one.
16Even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for I amnot alone, but I amwith

the Father who sent me.
17 It’s also written in your law that the testimony of two people is valid.✡
18 I amonewho testifies aboutmyself, and the Fatherwho sentme testifies

about me.”
19They said therefore to him, “Where is your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me,

you would knowmy Father also.”
20 Jesus spoke these words in the treasury, as he taught in the temple. Yet

no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.
21 Jesus said therefore again to them, “I am going away, and you will seek

me, and youwill die in your sins. Where I go, you can’t come.”
22The Jews therefore said, “Will he kill himself, because he says, ‘Where I

am going, you can’t come’?”
23He said to them, “Youare frombeneath. I am fromabove. You are of this

world. I am not of this world.
24 I said therefore to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you

believe that I am† he, you will die in your sins.”
25They said therefore to him, “Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the begin-

ning.
26 I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you. However, he

who sent me is true; and the things which I heard from him, these I say to
the world.”

27They didn’t understand that he spoke to them about the Father.
28 Jesus therefore said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man,

then youwill know that I amhe, and I do nothing ofmyself, but asmyFather
taught me, I say these things.

29Hewho sentme is withme. The Father hasn’t left me alone, for I always
do the things that are pleasing to him.”
* 8:11 NU includes John 7:53–John 8:11, but puts brackets around it to indicate that the textual critics
had less confidence that this was original. ✡ 8:12 Isaiah 60:1 ✡ 8:17 Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15
† 8:24 or, I AM
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30As he spoke these things, many believed in him.
31 Jesus therefore said to those Jewswho had believed him, “If you remain

inmyword, then you are truly my disciples.
32Youwill know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” ✡
33They answeredhim, “WeareAbraham’s offspring, andhavenever been

in bondage to anyone. How do you say, ‘Youwill be made free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly I tell you, everyonewho commits

sin is the bondservant of sin.
35A bondservant doesn’t live in the house forever. A son remains forever.
36 If therefore the Sonmakes you free, you will be free indeed.
37 I knowthat youareAbraham’s offspring, yet you seek tokillme, because

myword finds no place in you.
38 I say the things which I have seen with my Father; and you also do the

things which you have seen with your father.”
39They answered him, “Our father is Abraham.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the

works of Abraham.
40 But now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth which I

heard from God. Abraham didn’t do this.
41You do the works of your father.”
They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one

Father, God.”
42 Therefore Jesus said to them, “If God were your father, you would love

me, for I came out and have come from God. For I haven’t come of myself,
but he sent me.

43 Why don’t you understand my speech? Because you can’t hear my
word.

44You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your
father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and doesn’t stand in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks on
his own; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.

45But because I tell the truth, you don’t believeme.
46Whichofyouconvictsmeof sin? If I tell the truth,whydoyounotbelieve

me?
47He who is of God hears the words of God. For this cause you don’t hear,

because you are not of God.”
48Then the Jews answered him, “Don’t we say well that you are a Samari-

tan, and have a demon?”
49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a demon, but I honor my Father and you

dishonorme.
50But I don’t seekmy own glory. There is one who seeks and judges.
51Most certainly, I tell you, if a person keeps my word, he will never see

death.”
52 Then the Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon.

Abraham died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If a man keeps my word,
he will never taste of death.’

53Areyougreater thanour fatherAbraham,whodied? Theprophets died.
Who do youmake yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father
who glorifies me, of whom you say that he is our God.
✡ 8:32 Psalms 119:45
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55You have not known him, but I know him. If I said, ‘I don’t know him,’ I
would be like you, a liar. But I know him and keep his word.

56Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day. He saw it and was glad.”
57The Jews therefore said to him, “Youarenot yet fifty years old! Have you

seen Abraham?”
58 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly, I tell you, before Abraham came into

existence, I AM.✡”
59 Therefore they took up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself

and went out of the temple, having gone through the middle of them, and
so passed by.

9
1As he passed by, he saw aman blind from birth.
2His disciples askedhim, “Rabbi, who sinned, thismanor his parents, that

he was born blind?”
3 Jesus answered, “This man didn’t sin, nor did his parents, but that the

works of Godmight be revealed in him.
4 I must work the works of him who sent me while it is day. The night is

coming, when no one can work.
5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6When he had said this, he spat on the ground,mademudwith the saliva,

anointed the blindman’s eyes with themud,
7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”).

So he went away, washed, and came back seeing.
8 Therefore the neighbors and those who saw that he was blind before

said, “Isn’t this he who sat and begged?”
9 Others were saying, “It is he.” Still others were saying, “He looks like

him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10They therefore were asking him, “Howwere your eyes opened?”
11He answered, “A man called Jesus made mud, anointed my eyes, and

said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam andwash.’ So I went away andwashed,
and I received sight.”

12Then they asked him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”
13They brought himwho had been blind to the Pharisees.
14 It was a Sabbath when Jesus made themud and opened his eyes.
15Again therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight.

He said to them, “He put mud onmy eyes, I washed, and I see.”
16Some thereforeof thePharisees said, “Thisman isnot fromGod, because

he doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can amanwho is a sinner do such signs?” So there was

division among them.
17Therefore they asked the blindman again, “What do you say about him,

because he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews therefore didn’t believe concerning him, that he had been

blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of him who
had received his sight,

✡ 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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19 and asked them, “Is this your son, whom you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?”

20His parents answered them, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind;

21but how he now sees, we don’t know; or who opened his eyes, we don’t
know. He is of age. Ask him. He will speak for himself.”

22His parents said these things because they feared the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that if any man would confess him as Christ, he would
be put out of the synagogue.

23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age. Ask him.”
24 So they called the man who was blind a second time, and said to him,

“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.”
25He therefore answered, “I don’t know if he is a sinner. One thing I do

know: that though I was blind, now I see.”
26They said to him again, “What did he do to you? How did he open your

eyes?”
27He answered them, “I told you already, and you didn’t listen. Why do

you want to hear it again? You don’t also want to become his disciples, do
you?”

28They insulted him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses.

29We know that God has spoken to Moses. But as for this man, we don’t
knowwhere he comes from.”

30 The man answered them, “How amazing! You don’t know where he
comes from, yet he openedmy eyes.

31Weknow that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone is aworshiper
of God and does his will, he listens to him.✡

32 Since the world began it has never been heard of that anyone opened
the eyes of someone born blind.

33 If this manwere not from God, he could do nothing.”
34Theyansweredhim, “Youwere altogether born in sins, anddoyou teach

us?” Then they threw him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and finding him, he said, “Do

you believe in the Son of God?”
36He answered, “Who is he, Lord, that I may believe in him?”
37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen him, and it is hewho speakswith

you.”
38He said, “Lord, I believe!” and he worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “I came into thisworld for judgment, that thosewhodon’t see

may see; and that those who seemay become blind.”
40Those of the Pharisees who were with him heard these things, and said

to him, “Are we also blind?”
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now

you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you, one who doesn’t enter by the door into the

sheep fold, but climbs up some other way, is a thief and a robber.
2But one who enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

✡ 9:31 Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9
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3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

4 Whenever he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

5They will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him; for they
don’t know the voice of strangers.”

6 Jesus spoke this parable to them, but they didn’t understandwhat hewas
telling them.

7 Jesus therefore said to them again, “Most certainly, I tell you, I am the
sheep’s door.

8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn’t
listen to them.

9 I am the door. If anyone enters in by me, he will be saved, and will go in
and go out and will find pasture.

10The thief only comes to steal, kill, anddestroy. I came that theymayhave
life, andmay have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd.✡ The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.

12Hewho is a hired hand, andnot a shepherd, who doesn’t own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and flees. The wolf snatches the
sheep and scatters them.

13The hired hand flees because he is a hired hand and doesn’t care for the
sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd. I knowmy own, and I’mknown bymy own;
15 even as the Father knowsme, and I know the Father. I lay downmy life

for the sheep.
16 I have other sheep which are not of this fold.✡ I must bring them also,

and theywill hearmyvoice. Theywill becomeoneflockwith one shepherd.
17Therefore the Father loves me, because I lay downmy life, ✡ that I may

take it again.
18 No one takes it away from me, but I lay it down by myself. I have

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. I received this
commandment frommy Father.”

19 Therefore a division arose again among the Jews because of these
words.

20Many of them said, “Hehas a demon and is insane! Why do you listen to
him?”

21Others said, “These are not the sayings of one possessed by a demon. It
isn’t possible for a demon to open the eyes of the blind, is it?”✡

22 It was the Feast of the Dedication* at Jerusalem.
23 It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.
24 The Jews therefore came around him and said to him, “How long will

you hold us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you don’t believe. Theworks that

I do inmy Father’s name, these testify about me.
26But you don’t believe, because you are not of my sheep, as I told you.
27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they followme.

✡ 10:11 Isaiah40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22 ✡ 10:16 Isaiah56:8 ✡ 10:17 Isaiah53:7-8 ✡ 10:21
Exodus 4:11 * 10:22 The “Feast of theDedication” is theGreekname for “Hanukkah”, a celebration
of the rededication of the Temple.
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28 I give eternal life to them. Theywill never perish, andnoonewill snatch
them out of my hand.

29My Father who has given them to me is greater than all. No one is able
to snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

30 I and the Father are one.”
31Therefore the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from my

Father. For which of those works do you stoneme?”
33 The Jews answered him, “We don’t stone you for a good work, but for

blasphemy, because you, being aman, make yourself God.”
34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t itwritten in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?✡
35 If he called themgods, towhomthewordofGod came (and the Scripture

can’t be broken),
36 do you say of him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world,

‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
37 If I don’t do the works of my Father, don’t believeme.
38 But if I do them, though you don’t believe me, believe the works, that

youmay know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”
39They sought again to seize him, and he went out of their hand.
40He went away again beyond the Jordan into the place where John was

baptizing at first, and he stayed there.
41Many came to him. They said, “John indeed did no sign, but everything

that John said about this man is true.”
42Many believed in him there.

11
1Nowacertainmanwas sick, Lazarus fromBethany, of the village ofMary

and her sister, Martha.
2 It was that Mary who had anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped

his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
3The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, “Lord, behold, he forwhomyou

have great affection is sick.”
4Butwhen Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness is not to death, but for the

glory of God, that God’s Sonmay be glorified by it.”
5Now Jesus lovedMartha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
6When thereforeheheard thathewas sick, he stayed twodays in theplace

where he was.
7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let’s go into Judea again.”
8 The disciples asked him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you.

Are you going there again?”
9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours of daylight? If a man walks

in the day, he doesn’t stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10 But if a man walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light isn’t in

him.”
11He said these things, and after that, he said to them, “Our friendLazarus

has fallen asleep, but I am going so that I may awake him out of sleep.”
12 The disciples therefore said, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will

recover.”
✡ 10:34 Psalms 82:6
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13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he spoke of
taking rest in sleep.

14 So Jesus said to them plainly then, “Lazarus is dead.
15 I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe.

Nevertheless, let’s go to him.”
16 Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus,* said to his fellow disciples,

“Let’s also go, that wemay die with him.”
17 So when Jesus came, he found that he had been in the tomb four days

already.
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia† away.
19Many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to

console them concerning their brother.
20ThenwhenMartha heard that Jesuswas coming, shewent andmet him,

but Mary stayed in the house.
21ThereforeMartha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you would have been here, my

brother wouldn’t have died.
22Even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24Martha said to him, “I know that hewill rise again in the resurrection at

the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in

mewill still live, even if he dies.
26Whoever lives and believes inmewill never die. Do you believe this?”
27She said tohim, “Yes, Lord. I have come tobelieve that youare theChrist,

God’s Son, he who comes into the world.”
28 When she had said this, she went away and called Mary, her sister,

secretly, saying, “The Teacher is here and is calling you.”
29When she heard this, she arose quickly and went to him.
30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was in the place where

Marthamet him.
31Then the Jews who were with her in the house and were consoling her,

when they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly and went out, followed her,
saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell
down at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you would have been here, my
brother wouldn’t have died.”

33WhenJesus therefore sawherweeping, and the Jewsweepingwhocame
with her, he groaned in the spirit and was troubled,

34and said, “Where have you laid him?”
They told him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36The Jews therefore said, “See howmuch affection he had for him!”
37Some of them said, “Couldn’t thisman, who opened the eyes of himwho

was blind, have also kept this man from dying?”
38 Jesus therefore, again groaning inhimself, came to the tomb. Now itwas

a cave, and a stone lay against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to him, “Lord, by this time

there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”
* 11:16 “Didymus” means “Twin”. † 11:18 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometers or 1.7 miles
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40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see
God’s glory?”

41 So they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was
lying.‡ Jesus lifted uphis eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you listened
to me.

42 I know that you always listen to me, but because of the multitude
standing around I said this, that theymay believe that you sent me.”

43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
44He who was dead came out, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and

his face was wrapped aroundwith a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Free him, and let him go.”
45Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did

believed in him.
46But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things

which Jesus had done.
47 The chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and

said, “What are we doing? For this man does many signs.
48 If we leave him alone like this, everyone will believe in him, and the

Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”
49But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to

them, “You know nothing at all,
50nor do you consider that it is advantageous for us that one man should

die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish.”
51 Now he didn’t say this of himself, but being high priest that year, he

prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,
52 and not for the nation only, but that he might also gather together into

one the children of God who are scattered abroad.
53 So from that day forward they took counsel that they might put him to

death.
54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews, but departed

from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim.
He stayed there with his disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand. Many went up from the
country to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves.

56Then they sought for Jesus and spoke with one another as they stood in
the temple, “What do you think—that he isn’t coming to the feast at all?”

57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had commanded that if anyone
knewwhere he was, he should report it, that theymight seize him.

12
1Then, six daysbefore thePassover, Jesus came toBethany,whereLazarus

was, who had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.
2 So they made him a supper there. Martha served, but Lazarus was one

of those who sat at the table with him.
3 Therefore Mary took a pound* of ointment of pure nard, very precious,

and anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the ointment.

4Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his disciples, who would betray
him, said,
‡ 11:41 NU omits “from the place where the dead man was lying.” * 12:3 a Roman pound of 12
ounces, or about 340 grams



John 12:5 1778 John 12:28

5 “Why wasn’t this ointment sold for three hundred denarii† and given to
the poor?”

6Now he said this, not because he cared for the poor, but because he was
a thief, and having themoney box, used to steal what was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept this for the day of my
burial.

8For you always have the poor with you, but you don’t always haveme.”
9A large crowd therefore of the Jews learned that he was there; and they

came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that theymight see Lazarus also, whomhe
had raised from the dead.

10But the chief priests conspired to put Lazarus to death also,
11because on account of himmany of the Jewswent away and believed in

Jesus.
12 On the next day a great multitude had come to the feast. When they

heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
13 they took the branches of the palm trees andwent out to meet him, and

cried out, “Hosanna!‡ Blessed is hewho comes in the name of the Lord,✡ the
King of Israel!”

14 Jesus, having found a young donkey, sat on it. As it is written,
15 “Don’t be afraid, daughter of Zion. Behold, your King comes, sitting on a

donkey’s colt.”✡
16His disciples didn’t understand these things at first, but when Jesus was

glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about him,
and that they had done these things to him.

17The multitude therefore that was with himwhen he called Lazarus out
of the tomb and raised him from the dead was testifying about it.

18For this cause also themultitudewent andmet him, because they heard
that he had done this sign.

19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “See how you accom-
plish nothing. Behold, the world has gone after him.”

20Now therewere certain Greeks among thosewhowent up toworship at
the feast.

21Therefore, these came to Philip, whowas fromBethsaida of Galilee, and
asked him, saying, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.”

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn, Andrew came with Philip,
and they told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.

24Most certainly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains by itself alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit.

25He who loves his life will lose it. He who hates his life in this world will
keep it to eternal life.

26 If anyone serves me, let him follow me. Where I am, there my servant
will also be. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27 “Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
time’? But I came to this time for this cause.

28Father, glorify your name!”
† 12:5 300 denarii was about a year’swages for an agricultural laborer. ‡ 12:13 “Hosanna”means
“save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 12:13 Psalms 118:25-26 ✡ 12:15 Zechariah 9:9
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Then a voice came out of the sky, saying, “I have both glorified it and will
glorify it again.”

29 Therefore the multitude who stood by and heard it said that it had
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice hasn’t come formy sake, but for your sakes.
31Now is the judgment of this world. Now the prince of this world will be

cast out.
32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
33But he said this, signifying by what kind of death he should die.
34 The multitude answered him, “We have heard out of the law that the

Christ remains forever.✡ Howdo you say, ‘The Son ofManmust be lifted up’?
Who is this Son of Man?”

35 Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a littlewhile the light iswith you. Walk
while you have the light, that darkness doesn’t overtake you. He whowalks
in the darkness doesn’t knowwhere he is going.

36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become
children of light.” Jesus said these things, and he departed and hid himself
from them.

37 But though he had done so many signs before them, yet they didn’t
believe in him,

38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”✡
39For this cause they couldn’t believe, for Isaiah said again:

40 “He has blinded their eyes and he hardened their heart,
lest they should see with their eyes,
and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”✡

41 Isaiah said these things when he saw his glory, and spoke of him. ✡
42Nevertheless, even many of the rulers believed in him, but because of

the Pharisees they didn’t confess it, so that they wouldn’t be put out of the
synagogue,

43 for they lovedmen’s praise more than God’s praise.
44 Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me,

but in himwho sent me.
45Hewho sees me sees himwho sent me.
46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in me may

not remain in the darkness.
47 If anyone listens to my sayings and doesn’t believe, I don’t judge him.

For I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
48Hewho rejects me, and doesn’t receive my sayings, has one who judges

him. The word that I spoke will judge him in the last day.
49 For I spoke not from myself, but the Father who sent me gave me a

commandment, what I should say andwhat I should speak.
50 I knowthathis commandment is eternal life. The things thereforewhich

I speak, even as the Father has said to me, so I speak.”
✡ 12:34 Isaiah9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah53:8 ✡ 12:38 Isaiah53:1 ✡ 12:40 Isaiah6:10 ✡ 12:41
Isaiah 6:1
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13
1 Now before the feast of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that his time had

come that he would depart from this world to the Father, having loved his
ownwhowere in the world, he loved them to the end.

2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him,

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he came from God andwas going to God,

4 arose from supper, and laid aside his outer garments. He took a towel
and wrapped a towel around his waist.

5 Then he poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to wipe themwith the towel that was wrapped around him.

6 Then he came to Simon Peter. He said to him, “Lord, do you wash my
feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You don’t knowwhat I am doing now, but you will
understand later.”

8Peter said to him, “Youwill never washmy feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part withme.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and

my head!”
10 Jesus said to him, “Someonewho has bathed only needs to have his feet

washed, but is completely clean. You are clean, but not all of you.”
11For he knewhimwhowould betray him; therefore he said, “You are not

all clean.”
12 So when he had washed their feet, put his outer garment back on, and

sat down again, he said to them, “Do you knowwhat I have done to you?
13You call me, ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You say so correctly, for so I am.
14 If I then, theLordand theTeacher, havewashedyour feet, youalsoought

to wash one another’s feet.
15For I have given you an example, that you should also do as I have done

to you.
16Most certainly I tell you, a servant is not greater than his lord, neither is

one who is sent greater than he who sent him.
17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
18 I don’t speak concerning all of you. I knowwhomIhave chosen; but that

the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with me has lifted up his
heel against me.’✡

19 From now on, I tell you before it happens, that when it happens, you
may believe that I am he.

20Most certainly I tell you, hewho receiveswhomever I send, receivesme;
and he who receives me, receives himwho sent me.”

21When Jesus had said this, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, “Most
certainly I tell you that one of you will betrayme.”

22The disciples looked at one another, perplexed about whom he spoke.
23One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was at the table, leaning against

Jesus’ chest.
24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, and said to him, “Tell us who it

is of whom he speaks.”
25He, leaning back, as hewas, on Jesus’ chest, asked him, “Lord,who is it?”

✡ 13:18 Psalms 41:9
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26 Jesus therefore answered, “It is he towhom Iwill give this piece of bread
when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.

27After the piece of bread, then Satan entered into him.
Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.”
28Now nobody at the table knewwhy he said this to him.
29 For some thought, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus said

to him, “Buy what things we need for the feast,” or that he should give
something to the poor.

30Therefore having received thatmorsel, hewent out immediately. It was
night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him.

32 If Godhas been glorified inhim, Godwill also glorify him inhimself, and
he will glorify him immediately.

33Little children, I will be with you a little while longer. You will seek me,
and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you can’t come,’ so now I tell
you.

34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also love one another.

35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you can’t follow now, but you will

follow afterwards.”
37Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? Iwill lay downmy

life for you.”
38 Jesus answeredhim, “Will you laydownyour life forme? Most certainly

I tell you, the rooster won’t crow until you have deniedme three times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also inme.
2 In my Father’s house are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would have told

you. I am going to prepare a place for you.
3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again andwill receive you

tomyself; that where I am, youmay be there also.
4You knowwhere I go, and you know the way.”
5Thomas said to him, “Lord,wedon’t knowwhere you are going. Howcan

we know the way?”
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to

the Father, except throughme.
7 If you had knownme, youwould have knownmy Father also. Fromnow

on, you know him and have seen him.”
8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for

us.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I beenwith you such a long time, and do you not

knowme, Philip? He who has seenme has seen the Father. How do you say,
‘Show us the Father’?

10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The
words that I tell you, I speak not frommyself; but the Fatherwho lives inme
does his works.
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11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me; or else believe
me for the very works’ sake.

12Most certainly I tell you, he who believes in me, the works that I do, he
will do also; and he will do greater works than these, because I am going to
my Father.

13Whatever you will ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

14 If you will ask anything inmy name, I will do it.
15 If you loveme, keepmy commandments.
16 I will pray to the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, * that

hemay be with you forever:
17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world can’t receive, for it doesn’t see him

and doesn’t know him. You know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you.

18 I will not leave you orphans. I will come to you.
19Yet a littlewhile, and theworldwill seemenomore; but youwill seeme.

Because I live, you will live also.
20 In that day youwill know that I am inmy Father, and you inme, and I in

you.
21 One who has my commandments and keeps them, that person is one

who loves me. One who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
him, and will reveal myself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, what has happened that you are
about to reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word. My
Fatherwill lovehim, andwewill come tohimandmakeourhomewithhim.

24He who doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words. The word which you
hear isn’t mine, but the Father’s who sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while still living with you.
26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my

name, will teach you all things, andwill remind you of all that I said to you.
27 Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, I

give to you. Don’t let your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful.
28You heard how I told you, ‘I am going away, and Iwill come back to you.’

If you loved me, you would have rejoiced because I said ‘I am going to my
Father;’ for the Father is greater than I.

29Now I have told you before it happens so thatwhen it happens, youmay
believe.

30 I will no more speak much with you, for the prince of the world comes,
and he has nothing inme.

31 But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father
commandedme, even so I do. Arise, let’s go from here.

15
1 “I am the true vine, andmy Father is the farmer.
2Every branch in me that doesn’t bear fruit, he takes away. Every branch

that bears fruit, he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
3You are already pruned clean because of the word which I have spoken

to you.
* 14:16 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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4Remain inme, and I in you. As the branch can’t bear fruit by itself unless
it remains in the vine, so neither can you, unless you remain inme.

5 I am the vine. You are the branches. He who remains in me and I in him
bears much fruit, for apart fromme you can do nothing.

6 If a man doesn’t remain in me, he is thrown out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are
burned.

7 If you remain inme, andmywords remain in you, youwill askwhatever
you desire, and it will be done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; and so you will
be my disciples.

9 Even as the Father has loved me, I also have loved you. Remain in my
love.

10 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, even as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.

11 I have spoken these things to you, that my joy may remain in you, and
that your joymay bemade full.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another, even as I have
loved you.

13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.

14You aremy friends if you do whatever I command you.
15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant doesn’t know what his

lord does. But I have called you friends, for everything that I heard frommy
Father, I havemade known to you.

16 You didn’t choose me, but I chose you and appointed you, that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatever
you will ask of the Father inmy name, hemay give it to you.

17 “I command these things to you, that youmay love one another.
18 If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated

you.
19 If youwere of theworld, theworldwould love its own. But because you

are not of the world, since I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you.

20Remember theword that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
lord.’✡ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours.

21But theywill do all these things to you formy name’s sake, because they
don’t know himwho sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have had sin; but
now they have no excuse for their sin.

23Hewho hates me, hates my Father also.
24 If I hadn’t done among them the works which no one else did, they

wouldn’t have had sin. But now they have seen and also hated bothme and
my Father.

25But this happened so that the word may be fulfilled which was written
in their law, ‘They hatedmewithout a cause.’✡

✡ 15:20 John 13:16 ✡ 15:25 Psalms 35:19; 69:4
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26 “When the Counselor* has come, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth,whoproceeds from theFather, hewill testify about
me.

27Youwill also testify, because youhavebeenwithme from thebeginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to you so that you wouldn’t be caused to

stumble.
2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Yes, the time is coming that

whoever kills you will think that he offers service to God.
3 They will do these things* because they have not known the Father nor

me.
4 But I have told you these things so that when the time comes, you may

remember that I told you about them. I didn’t tell you these things from the
beginning, because I was with you.

5But now I amgoing to himwho sentme, andnone of you asksme, ‘Where
are you going?’

6But because I have told you these things, sorrow has filled your heart.
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to your advantage that I go away;

for if I don’t go away, the Counselorwon’t come to you. But if I go, I will send
him to you.

8When he has come, he will convict the world about sin, about righteous-
ness, and about judgment;

9about sin, because they don’t believe inme;
10about righteousness, because I amgoing tomyFather, and youwon’t see

me anymore;
11about judgment, because the prince of this world has been judged.
12 “I still havemany things to tell you, but you can’t bear them now.
13However, when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into

all truth, for he will not speak from himself; but whatever he hears, he will
speak. He will declare to you things that are coming.

14Hewill glorifyme, for he will take fromwhat is mine andwill declare it
to you.

15All things that the Father has aremine; therefore I said that he takes† of
mine andwill declare it to you.

16 “A little while, and youwill not seeme. Again a little while, and youwill
see me.”

17Some of his disciples therefore said to one another, “What is this that he
says to us, ‘A little while, and you won’t see me, and again a little while, and
you will see me;’ and, ‘Because I go to the Father’?”

18They said therefore, “What is this that he says, ‘A little while’? We don’t
knowwhat he is saying.”

19 Therefore Jesus perceived that they wanted to ask him, and he said to
them, “Do you inquire among yourselves concerning this, that I said, ‘A little
while, and you won’t see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’?

20Most certainly I tell you that you will weep and lament, but the world
will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrowwill be turned into joy.

* 15:26 Greek Parakletos: Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, and Comforter. * 16:3 TR
adds “to you” † 16:15 TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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21Awoman, when she gives birth, has sorrow because her time has come.
Butwhen shehasdelivered the child, shedoesn’t remember the anguish any
more, for the joy that a human being is born into the world.

22Therefore younowhave sorrow, but Iwill see you again, and your heart
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.

23 “In that day you will ask me no questions. Most certainly I tell you,
whatever youmay ask of the Father inmy name, he will give it to you.

24 Until now, you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will
receive, that your joymay bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things to you in figures of speech. But the time is
coming when I will no more speak to you in figures of speech, but will tell
you plainly about the Father.

26 In that day youwill ask inmyname; and I don’t say to you that Iwill pray
to the Father for you,

27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have
believed that I came from God.

28 I came from the Father and have come into theworld. Again, I leave the
world and go to the Father.”

29 His disciples said to him, “Behold, now you are speaking plainly, and
using no figures of speech.

30Now we know that you know all things, and don’t need for anyone to
question you. By this we believe that you came from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?
32 Behold, the time is coming, yes, and has now come, that you will be

scattered, everyone to his own place, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am
not alone, because the Father is withme.

33 I have told you these things, that inmeyoumayhavepeace. In theworld
you have trouble; but cheer up! I have overcome the world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then lifting uphis eyes to heaven, he said, “Father,

the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Sonmay also glorify you;
2 even as you gave him authority over all flesh, so he will give eternal life

to all whom you have given him.
3This is eternal life, that they should knowyou, the only trueGod, andhim

whom you sent, Jesus Christ.
4 I glorified you on the earth. I have accomplished the work which you

have givenme to do.
5 Now, Father, glorify me with your own self with the glory which I had

with you before the world existed.
6 “I revealed your name to the people whom you have givenme out of the

world. They were yours, and you have given them to me. They have kept
your word.

7Now they have known that all things whatever you have given me are
from you,

8 for the words which you have given me I have given to them; and they
received them, and knew for sure that I came from you. They have believed
that you sent me.

9 I pray for them. I don’t pray for the world, but for those whom you have
givenme, for they are yours.
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10All things that aremineareyours, andyoursaremine, and I amglorified
in them.

11 I am nomore in the world, but these are in the world, and I am coming
to you. Holy Father, keep them through your name which you have given
me, that theymay be one, even as we are.

12While I was with them in the world, I kept them in your name. I have
kept those whom you have given me. None of them is lost except the son of
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.

13But now I come to you, and I say these things in theworld, that theymay
havemy joymade full in themselves.

14 I have given them your word. The world hated them because they are
not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

15 I pray not that youwould take them from theworld, but that youwould
keep them from the evil one.

16They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
17 Sanctify them in your truth. Your word is truth.✡
18As you sent me into the world, even so I have sent them into the world.
19 For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves also may be

sanctified in truth.
20 “Not for these only do I pray, but for those also who will believe in me

through their word,
21 that theymay all be one; even as you, Father, are inme, and I in you, that

they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me.
22The glorywhich you have givenme, I have given to them, that theymay

be one, even as we are one,
23 I in them, and you in me, that they may be perfected into one, that the

world may know that you sent me and loved them, even as you lovedme.
24 Father, I desire that they also whom you have given me be with me

where I am, that they may see my glory which you have given me, for you
lovedme before the foundation of the world.

25RighteousFather, theworldhasn’t knownyou, but I knewyou; and these
knew that you sent me.

26 Imade known to themyour name, andwillmake it known; that the love
with which you lovedmemay be in them, and I in them.”

18
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples over

the brook Kidron, where therewas a garden, intowhich he and his disciples
entered.

2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met
there with his disciples.

3 Judas then, having taken a detachment of soldiers and officers from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and
weapons.

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things thatwere happening to him,went
out and said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am he.”
Judas also, who betrayed him, was standing with them.

✡ 17:17 Psalms 119:142
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6When therefore he said to them, “I am he,” they went backward and fell
to the ground.

7Again therefore he asked them, “Who are you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If therefore you seek me, let

these go their way,”
9 that thewordmightbe fulfilledwhichhespoke, “Of thosewhomyouhave

givenme, I have lost none.”✡
10 Simon Peter therefore, having a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s

servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s namewasMalchus.
11 Jesus therefore said to Peter, “Put the sword into its sheath. The cup

which the Father has givenme, shall I not surely drink it?”
12So the detachment, the commanding officer, and the officers of the Jews

seized Jesus and bound him,
13 and led him to Annas first, for he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who

was high priest that year.
14 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that

oneman should perish for the people.
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another disciple. Now that disciple

was known to the high priest, and entered inwith Jesus into the court of the
high priest;

16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door,
and brought in Peter.

17Then themaid who kept the door said to Peter, “Are you also one of this
man’s disciples?”
He said, “I am not.”
18Now the servants and the officers were standing there, having made a

fire of coals, for it was cold. Theywerewarming themselves. Peterwaswith
them, standing andwarming himself.

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching.

20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet. I said nothing
in secret.

21Why do you askme? Ask those who have heardmewhat I said to them.
Behold, they know the things which I said.”

22Whenhehad said this, one of the officers standing by slapped Jesuswith
his hand, saying, “Do you answer the high priest like that?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, testify of the evil; but if well,
why do you beat me?”

24Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas, the high priest.
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said

therefore to him, “You aren’t also one of his disciples, are you?”
He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26One of the servants of the high priest, being a relative of himwhose ear

Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”
27Peter therefore denied it again, and immediately the rooster crowed.

✡ 18:9 John 6:39
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28They led Jesus therefore fromCaiaphas into thePraetorium. Itwasearly,
and they themselves didn’t enter into the Praetorium, that theymight not be
defiled, but might eat the Passover.

29 Pilate therefore went out to them and said, “What accusation do you
bring against this man?”

30They answered him, “If this manweren’t an evildoer, wewouldn’t have
delivered him up to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them, “Take him yourselves, and judge him
according to your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is illegal for us to put anyone to death,”
32 that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spoke, signifying by

what kind of death he should die.
33Pilate thereforeenteredagain into thePraetorium, called Jesus, and said

to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
34 Jesus answered him, “Do you say this by yourself, or did others tell you

about me?”
35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief

priests delivered you tome. What have you done?”
36 Jesus answered, “MyKingdom is not of this world. If my Kingdomwere

of this world, then my servants would fight, that I wouldn’t be delivered to
the Jews. But nowmy Kingdom is not from here.”

37Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a king then?”
Jesusanswered, “Yousay that I amaking. For this reason Ihavebeenborn,

and for this reason I have come into the world, that I should testify to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
When he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I

find no basis for a charge against him.
39 But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the

Passover. Therefore, do youwantme to release to you the King of the Jews?”
40Then they all shouted again, saying, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now

Barabbas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and flogged him.
2 The soldiers twisted thorns into a crown and put it on his head, and

dressed him in a purple garment.
3They kept saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and they kept slapping him.
4Then Pilate went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I bring him out to

you, that youmay know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”
5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple

garment. Pilate said to them, “Behold, the man!”
6When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, they shouted,

saying, “Crucify! Crucify!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no

basis for a charge against him.”
7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die,

because hemade himself the Son of God.”
8When therefore Pilate heard this saying, he wasmore afraid.
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9He entered into the Praetorium again, and said to Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.

10Pilate therefore said tohim, “Aren’t you speaking tome? Don’t youknow
that I have power to release you and have power to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power at all against me, unless it
were given to you from above. Therefore he who delivered me to you has
greater sin.”

12At this, Pilate was seeking to release him, but the Jews cried out, saying,
“If you release this man, you aren’t Caesar’s friend! Everyone who makes
himself a king speaks against Caesar!”

13When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat
down on the judgment seat at a place called “The Pavement”, but inHebrew,
“Gabbatha.”

14Now itwas the PreparationDay of the Passover, at about the sixth hour.*
He said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15They cried out, “Awaywith him! Awaywith him! Crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!”
16So then he delivered him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and

led him away.
17Hewent out, bearing his cross, to the place called “The Place of a Skull”,

which is called in Hebrew, “Golgotha”,
18where they crucified him, and with him two others, on either side one,

and Jesus in themiddle.
19 Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on the cross. There was written,

“JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
20Thereforemany of the Jews read this title, for the placewhere Jesuswas

crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in
Greek.

21 The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The
King of the Jews,’ but, ‘he said, “I am King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments and

made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the tunic. Now the tunic
was without seam, woven from the top throughout.

24 Then they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to
decide whose it will be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which says,
“They partedmy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.”✡
Therefore the soldiers did these things.

25 But standing by Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, andMaryMagdalene.

26 Therefore when Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved
standing there, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!”

27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, yourmother!” From that hour, the
disciple took her to his own home.

* 19:14 “the sixth hour” would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping system, or
noon for the Jewish timekeeping system in use, then. ✡ 19:24 Psalms 22:18
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28 After this, Jesus, seeing† that all things were now finished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I am thirsty!”

29Now a vessel full of vinegar was set there; so they put a sponge full of
the vinegar on hyssop, and held it at his mouth.

30When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished!”
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Therefore the Jews, because it was the Preparation Day, so that the
bodies wouldn’t remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was
a special one), asked of Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they
might be taken away.

32 Therefore the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the
other whowas crucified with him;

33 but when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they
didn’t break his legs.

34However, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immedi-
ately blood andwater came out.

35He who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that
he tells the truth, that youmay believe.

36For these things happened that the Scripturemight be fulfilled, “A bone
of himwill not be broken.”✡

37 Again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they
pierced.”✡

38After these things, Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he might take away Jesus’
body. Pilate gave him permission. He came therefore and took away his
body.

39 Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred Roman pounds.‡

40 So they took Jesus’ body, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as
the custom of the Jews is to bury.

41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden. In the
garden was a new tomb in which noman had ever yet been laid.

42 Then, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day (for the tomb was near at
hand), they laid Jesus there.

20
1Now on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went early, while it

was still dark, to the tomb, and saw that the stone had been taken away from
the tomb.

2 Therefore she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out
of the tomb, and we don’t knowwhere they have laid him!”

3 Therefore Peter and the other disciple went out, and they went toward
the tomb.

4They both ran together. The other disciple outran Peter and came to the
tomb first.

5Stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he didn’t
enter in.
† 19:28 NU, TR read “knowing” instead of “seeing” ✡ 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalms
34:20 ✡ 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 ‡ 19:39 100 Roman pounds of 12 ounces each, or about 72
pounds, or 33 Kilograms.



John 20:6 1791 John 20:26

6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and entered into the tomb. He
saw the linen cloths lying,

7 and the cloth that had been on his head, not lying with the linen cloths,
but rolled up in a place by itself.

8So then the other disciplewho camefirst to the tomb also entered in, and
he saw and believed.

9For as yet theydidn’t know the Scripture, that hemust rise from thedead.
10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.
11ButMarywas standing outside at the tombweeping. So as shewept, she

stooped and looked into the tomb,
12 and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the

feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.
13They asked her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I don’t

knowwhere they have laid him.”
14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, and

didn’t know that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking

for?”
She, supposinghim tobe the gardener, said to him, “Sir, if youhave carried

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him, “Rabboni!”* which is to say, “Teacher!”†
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t holdme, for I haven’t yet ascended tomyFather;

but go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’ ”

18MaryMagdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord,
and that he had said these things to her.

19When therefore itwas evening on that day, the first day of theweek, and
when the doorswere lockedwhere the discipleswere assembled, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the middle and said to them, “Peace be to
you.”

20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples therefore were glad when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus therefore said to them again, “Peace be to you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I send you.”

22When he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit!

23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they have been forgiven them. If you retain
anyone’s sins, they have been retained.”

24But Thomas, one of the twelve, calledDidymus,‡wasn’twith themwhen
Jesus came.

25The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, put

my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”

26After eight days, again his disciples were inside and Thomas was with
them. Jesus came, the doors being locked, and stood in themiddle, and said,
“Peace be to you.”
* 20:16 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” † 20:16 or, Master
‡ 20:24 or, Twin
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27 Then he said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see my hands.
Reach here your hand, and put it into my side. Don’t be unbelieving, but
believing.”

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord andmy God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me,§ you have believed.

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
30 Therefore Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,

which are not written in this book;
31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that believing youmay have life in his name.

21
1After these things, Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples at the sea

of Tiberias. He revealed himself this way.
2Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,* Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and

the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’mgoing fishing.”
They toldhim, “Weare also comingwith you.” They immediatelywent out

and entered into the boat. That night, they caught nothing.
4 But when day had already come, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the

disciples didn’t know that it was Jesus.
5 Jesus therefore said to them, “Children, have you anything to eat?”
They answered him, “No.”
6He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will

find some.”
They cast it therefore, and now they weren’t able to draw it in for the

multitude of fish.
7That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he wrapped his coat

around himself (for he was naked), and threw himself into the sea.
8But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from

the land, but about two hundred cubits† away), dragging the net full of fish.
9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a fire of coals there, with fish

and bread laid on it.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”
11SimonPeterwent up, and drew the net to land, full of one hundredfifty-

three great fish. Even though there were somany, the net wasn’t torn.
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast!”
None of the disciples dared inquire of him, “Who are you?” knowing that

it was the Lord.
13 Then Jesus came and took the bread, gave it to them, and the fish

likewise.
14 This is now the third time that Jesus was revealed to his disciples after

he had risen from the dead.
15 So when they had eaten their breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you lovememore than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Feedmy lambs.”

§ 20:29 TR adds “Thomas,” * 21:2 or, Twin † 21:8 200 cubits is about 100 yards or about 91
meters
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16He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
me?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Tendmy sheep.”
17Hesaid tohimthe third time, “Simon, sonof Jonah, doyouhaveaffection

for me?”
Peter was grieved because he asked him the third time, “Do you have

affection for me?” He said to him, “Lord, you know everything. You know
that I have affection for you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feedmy sheep.
18Most certainly I tell you, when you were young, you dressed yourself

andwalkedwhere youwanted to. Butwhen you are old, youwill stretch out
your hands, and anotherwill dress you and carry youwhere you don’t want
to go.”

19Nowhe said this, signifying bywhat kind of death hewould glorify God.
When he had said this, he said to him, “Followme.”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw a disciple following. This was the
disciple whom Jesus loved, the one who had also leaned on Jesus’ chest at
the supper and asked, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”

21Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?”
22 Jesus said tohim, “If I desire that he stayuntil I come,what is that to you?

You followme.”
23 This saying therefore went out among the brothers‡ that this disciple

wouldn’t die. Yet Jesus didn’t say to him that hewouldn’t die, but, “If I desire
that he stay until I come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about these things, and wrote these
things. We know that his witness is true.

25 There are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they would
all be written, I suppose that even the world itself wouldn’t have room for
the books that would be written.

‡ 21:23 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”
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The Acts of the Apostles
1The first book Iwrote, Theophilus, concerned all that Jesus began both to

do and to teach,
2until the day in which he was received up, after he had given command-

ment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3To these he also showed himself alive after he suffered, by many proofs,

appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking about God’s
Kingdom.

4Beingassembled togetherwith them,hecommanded them, “Don’t depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which you heard
fromme.

5 For John indeed baptized in water, but you will be baptized in the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

6Therefore, when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you
now restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them, “It isn’t for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has set within his own authority.

8But youwill receive powerwhen theHoly Spirit has comeupon you. You
will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
uttermost parts of the earth.”

9When he had said these things, as they were looking, he was taken up,
and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10While they were looking steadfastly into the sky as he went, behold,*
twomen stood by them in white clothing,

11who also said, “You men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the
sky? This Jesus, who was received up from you into the sky, will come back
in the sameway as you saw him going into the sky.”

12Then theyreturned to JerusalemfromthemountaincalledOlivet,which
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.

13 When they had come in, they went up into the upper room where
they were staying, that is Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas,
Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and
Judas the son of James.

14 All these with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer and suppli-
cation, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his
brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up in the middle of the disciples (and the
number of names was about one hundred twenty), and said,

16 “Brothers, it was necessary that this Scripture should be fulfilled, which
the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who
was guide to those who took Jesus.

17For he was counted with us, and received his portion in this ministry.
18Now this man obtained a field with the reward for his wickedness; and

falling headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines gushed out.

* 1:10 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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19 It became known to everyone who lived in Jerusalem that in their
language that field was called ‘Akeldama,’ that is, ‘The field of blood.’

20For it is written in the book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation bemade desolate.

Let no one dwell in it;’✡
and,

‘Let another take his office.’✡
21 “Of the men therefore who have accompanied us all the time that the

Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 beginning from the baptism of John to the day that he was received up

from us, of these onemust become a witness with us of his resurrection.”
23 They put forward two: Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called

Justus, andMatthias.
24They prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of allmen, show

which one of these two you have chosen
25 to take part in thisministry and apostleship fromwhich Judas fell away,

that hemight go to his own place.”
26Theydrew lots for them, and the lot fell onMatthias; andhewas counted

with the eleven apostles.

2
1Nowwhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all with one accord

in one place.
2 Suddenly there came from the sky a sound like the rushing of a mighty

wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
3Tongues like fire appeared and were distributed to them, and one sat on

each of them.
4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other

languages, as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every

nation under the sky.
6 When this sound was heard, the multitude came together and were

bewildered, because everyone heard them speaking in his own language.
7 They were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Behold,

aren’t all these who speak Galileans?
8How dowe hear, everyone in our own native language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cap-

padocia, Pontus, Asia,
10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts of Libya around Cyrene, visitors

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
11 Cretans and Arabians—we hear them speaking in our languages the

mighty works of God!”
12Theywereall amazedandwereperplexed, saying to oneanother, “What

does this mean?”
13Others, mocking, said, “They are filled with newwine.”
14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice and spoke out

to them, “You men of Judea and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to mywords.

✡ 1:20 Psalms 69:25 ✡ 1:20 Psalms 109:8
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15For these aren’t drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only the third hour
of the day.*

16But this is what has been spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God,

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.
Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.

Your youngmenwill see visions.
Your old menwill dream dreams.

18Yes, and onmy servants and onmy handmaidens in those days,
I will pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy.

19 I will showwonders in the sky above,
and signs on the earth beneath:
blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.

20The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.

21 It will be that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’✡
22 “Men of Israel, hear thesewords! Jesus of Nazareth, aman approved by

God to you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by him
among you, even as you yourselves know,

23him, being delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge
of God, you have taken by the hand of lawless men, crucified and killed;

24whomGodraisedup, having freedhimfromtheagonyofdeath, because
it was not possible that he should be held by it.

25For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before my face,

for he is onmy right hand, that I should not bemoved.
26Therefore my heart was glad, andmy tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will dwell in hope,
27because you will not leavemy soul in Hades,†

neither will you allow your Holy One to see decay.
28Youmade known tome the ways of life.

You will makeme full of gladness with your presence.’✡
29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the patriarch David, that he both died

andwas buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an

oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to theflesh, hewould raise
up the Christ‡ to sit on his throne,

31 he foreseeing this, spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that his
soul wasn’t left in Hades,§ and his flesh didn’t see decay.

32This Jesus God raised up, to which we all are witnesses.
33 Being therefore exalted by the right hand of God, and having received

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which
you now see and hear.

34For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he says himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit bymy right hand

35until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’✡

* 2:15 about 9:00 a.m. ✡ 2:21 Joel 2:28-32 † 2:27 or, Hell ✡ 2:28 Psalms 16:8-11 ‡ 2:30
“Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 2:31 or, Hell ✡ 2:35 Psalms 110:1



Acts 2:36 1797 Acts 3:11

36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know certainly that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37Nowwhen they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and youwill receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

39For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are far off,
even as many as the Lord our Godwill call to himself.”

40With many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized. There were
added that day about three thousand souls.

42 They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and prayer.

43 Fear came on every soul, and many wonders and signs were done
through the apostles.

44All who believed were together, and had all things in common.
45 They sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to all,

according as anyone had need.
46Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and

breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and singleness
of heart,

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. The Lord added to
the assembly day by day those whowere being saved.

3
1 Peter and John were going up into the temple at the hour of prayer, the

ninth hour.*
2Acertainmanwhowas lame fromhismother’swombwasbeing carried,

whom they laid daily at the door of the temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask gifts for the needy of those who entered into the temple.

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive
gifts for the needy.

4Peter, fastening his eyes on him, with John, said, “Look at us.”
5He listened to them, expecting to receive something from them.
6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have, that I give you.

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up andwalk!”
7He took him by the right hand and raised him up. Immediately his feet

and his ankle bones received strength.
8 Leaping up, he stood and began to walk. He entered with them into the

temple, walking, leaping, and praising God.
9All the people saw himwalking and praising God.
10They recognized him, that it was he who used to sit begging for gifts for

the needy at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. They were filled with wonder
and amazement at what had happened to him.

11 As the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the
people ran together to them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly
wondering.
* 3:1 3:00 p.m.
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12When Peter saw it, he responded to the people, “Youmen of Israel, why
do youmarvel at thisman? Why do you fasten your eyes on us, as though by
our own power or godliness we hadmade himwalk?

13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has
glorified his Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the
presence of Pilate, when he had determined to release him.

14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer
to be granted to you,

15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, to which
we are witnesses.

16 By faith in his name, his name has made this man strong, whom you
see and know. Yes, the faithwhich is through him has given him this perfect
soundness in the presence of you all.

17 “Now, brothers,† I know that you did this in ignorance, as did also your
rulers.

18 But the things which God announced by the mouth of all his prophets,
that Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that there may come times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord,

20and that hemay send Christ Jesus, who was ordained for you before,
21whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things,

which God spoke long ago by themouth of his holy prophets.
22 For Moses indeed said to the fathers, ‘The Lord God will raise up a

prophet for you from among your brothers, like me. You shall listen to him
in all things whatever he says to you.

23 Itwill be that every soul thatwill not listen to that prophetwill beutterly
destroyed from among the people.’✡

24Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel and those who followed after, as
many as have spoken, also told of these days.

25 You are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘All the families of the earth will
be blessed through your offspring.’‡✡

26God, having raiseduphis servant Jesus, senthim toyoufirst tobless you,
in turning away every one of you from your wickedness.”

4
1As they spoke to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and

the Sadducees came to them,
2being upset because they taught the people and proclaimed in Jesus the

resurrection from the dead.
3They laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for

it was now evening.
4But many of those who heard the word believed, and the number of the

men came to be about five thousand.
5 In the morning, their rulers, elders, and scribes were gathered together

in Jerusalem.
6Annas the high priest was there, with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and as

many as were relatives of the high priest.
† 3:17 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ✡ 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19 ‡ 3:25 or, seed ✡ 3:25 Genesis 22:18; 26:4
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7When theyhadstoodPeterand John in themiddleof them, they inquired,
“Bywhat power, or in what name, have you done this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “You rulers of the
people and elders of Israel,

9 ifweareexamined todayconcerningagooddeeddone toa crippledman,
by what means this man has been healed,

10may itbeknowntoyouall, and toall thepeopleof Israel, that in thename
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whomGod raised from the
dead, this man stands here before you whole in him.

11He is ‘the stone which was regarded as worthless by you, the builders,
which has become the head of the corner.’✡

12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven that is given amongmen, by which wemust be saved!”

13Nowwhen they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and had perceived
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled. They recog-
nized that they had been with Jesus.

14 Seeing the man who was healed standing with them, they could say
nothing against it.

15Butwhen they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they
conferred among themselves,

16 saying, “What shall we do to these men? Because indeed a notable
miracle has beendone through them, as canbeplainly seenby allwhodwell
in Jerusalem, and we can’t deny it.

17But so that this spreadsno furtheramong thepeople, let’s threaten them,
that from now on they don’t speak to anyone in this name.”

18They called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in
the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of
God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves,

20 for we can’t help telling the things which we saw and heard.”
21When they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no

way to punish them, because of the people; for everyone glorified God for
that which was done.

22For theman onwhom this miracle of healing was performedwasmore
than forty years old.

23Being let go, they came to their own company and reported all that the
chief priests and the elders had said to them.

24When theyheard it, they liftedup their voice toGodwithoneaccordand
said, “O Lord, you are God, whomade the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them;

25who by themouth of your servant David, said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
26The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against his Christ.’*✡

✡ 4:11 Psalms 118:22 * 4:26 Christ (Greek) and Messiah (Hebrew) both mean Anointed One.
✡ 4:26 Psalms 2:1-2
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27 “For truly,† both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel, were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus,
whom you anointed,

28 to do whatever your hand and your counsel foreordained to happen.
29Now, Lord, lookat their threats, andgrant to your servants to speakyour

word with all boldness,
30whileyoustretchoutyourhand toheal; and that signsandwondersmay

be done through the name of your holy Servant Jesus.”
31When they had prayed, the placewas shakenwhere theywere gathered

together. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word
of God with boldness.

32 The multitude of those who believed were of one heart and soul. Not
one of them claimed that anything of the things which he possessed was his
own, but they had all things in common.

33With great power, the apostles gave their testimony of the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. Great grace was on them all.

34For neitherwas there among themanywho lacked, for asmany aswere
owners of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things
that were sold,

35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made to each,
according as anyone had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was also called Barnabas (which is, being
interpreted, Son of Encouragement), a Levite, a man of Cyprus by race,

37having a field, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’
feet.

5
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a

possession,
2 and kept back part of the price, his wife also being aware of it, then

brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
3But Peter said, “Ananias, whyhas Satanfilled your heart to lie to theHoly

Spirit and to keep back part of the price of the land?
4While you kept it, didn’t it remain your own? After it was sold, wasn’t it

in your power? How is it that you have conceived this thing in your heart?
You haven’t lied to men, but to God.”

5Ananias, hearing thesewords, fell down and died. Great fear came on all
who heard these things.

6The youngmenarose andwrappedhimup, and they carriedhimout and
buried him.

7About three hours later, hiswife, not knowingwhat had happened, came
in.

8Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for somuch.”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9But Peter asked her, “How is it that you have agreed together to tempt the

Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband
are at the door, and they will carry you out.”

10She fell down immediately at his feet and died. The youngmen came in
and foundherdead, and theycarriedheroutandburiedherbyherhusband.

† 4:27 nu adds “in this city,”
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11 Great fear came on the whole assembly, and on all who heard these
things.

12By the hands of the apostlesmany signs andwonderswere done among
the people. They were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch.

13None of the rest dared to join them; however, the people honored them.
14 More believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and

women.
15They even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and

mattresses, so that as Peter came by, at least his shadowmight overshadow
some of them.

16 The multitude also came together from the cities around Jerusalem,
bringing sick people and those whowere tormented by unclean spirits; and
they were all healed.

17But the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is
the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy

18and laid hands on the apostles, then put them in public custody.
19But an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors by night, and brought

them out and said,
20“Go standand speak in the temple to thepeople all thewords of this life.”
21When they heard this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and

taught. But the high priest and those who were with him came and called
the council together, with all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to
the prison to have them brought.

22But the officers who came didn’t find them in the prison. They returned
and reported,

23 “We found the prison shut and locked, and the guards standing before
the doors, but whenwe opened them, we found no one inside!”

24Nowwhen thehighpriest, thecaptainof the temple, and thechiefpriests
heard these words, they were very perplexed about them and what might
become of this.

25One came and told them, “Behold, the menwhom you put in prison are
in the temple, standing and teaching the people.”

26 Then the captain went with the officers, and brought them without
violence, for they were afraid that the people might stone them.

27When theyhadbrought them, they set thembefore the council. Thehigh
priest questioned them,

28 saying, “Didn’t we strictly command you not to teach in this name?
Behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring
this man’s blood on us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
men.

30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you killed, hanging him
on a tree.

31God exalted him with his right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, to give
repentance to Israel, and remission of sins.

32Wearehiswitnesses of these things; and so also is theHoly Spirit, whom
God has given to those who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard this, were cut to the heart, and were
determined to kill them.
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34But one stood up in the council, a Pharisee namedGamaliel, a teacher of
the law, honored by all the people, and commanded to put the apostles out
for a little while.

35He said to them, “You men of Israel, be careful concerning these men,
what you are about to do.

36For before these days Theudas rose up, making himself out to be some-
body; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves.
He was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were dispersed and came to
nothing.

37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the enrollment,
and drew away some people after him. He also perished, and all, asmany as
obeyed him, were scattered abroad.

38Now I tell you, withdraw from these men and leave them alone. For if
this counsel or this work is of men, it will be overthrown.

39But if it is of God, youwill not be able to overthrow it, and youwould be
found even to be fighting against God!”

40 They agreed with him. Summoning the apostles, they beat them and
commanded them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41They therefore departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for Jesus’ name.

42Every day, in the temple and at home, they never stopped teaching and
preaching Jesus, the Christ.

6
1Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,

a complaint arose from the Hellenists* against the Hebrews, because their
widows were neglected in the daily service.

2 The twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not
appropriate for us to forsake the word of God and serve tables.

3 Therefore, select from among you, brothers, seven men of good report,
full of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this
business.

4 But we will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the
word.”

5 These words pleased the whole multitude. They chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch,

6whomthey set before the apostles. When theyhadprayed, they laid their
hands on them.

7 The word of God increased and the number of the disciples greatly
multiplied in Jerusalem. A great company of the priests were obedient to
the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and power, performed great wonders and signs
among the people.

9 But some of those who were of the synagogue called “The Libertines”,
and of the Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and of those of Cilicia and Asia
arose, disputing with Stephen.

10 They weren’t able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which he
spoke.

* 6:1 TheHellenistsusedGreek languageandculture, even though theywerealsoofHebrewdescent.
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11 Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses and God.”

12They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes, and came against
him and seized him, then brought him in to the council,

13 and set up false witnesses who said, “This man never stops speaking
blasphemous words against this holy place and the law.

14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place, and will change the customs whichMoses delivered to us.”

15All who sat in the council, fastening their eyes on him, saw his face like
it was the face of an angel.

7
1The high priest said, “Are these things so?”
2He said, “Brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our

father Abrahamwhen he was inMesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,
3and said to him, ‘Get out of your land and away from your relatives, and

come into a land which I will show you.’✡
4Thenhe cameout of the land of the Chaldaeans and lived inHaran. From

there, when his father was dead, God moved him into this land where you
are now living.

5He gave him no inheritance in it, no, not somuch as to set his foot on. He
promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his offspring
after him, when he still had no child.

6God spoke in this way: that his offspringwould live as aliens in a strange
land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred
years.

7 ‘I will judge the nation to which they will be in bondage,’ said God, ‘and
after that they will come out and serveme in this place.’✡

8 He gave him the covenant of circumcision. So Abraham became the
father of Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day. Isaac became the father
of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs.

9“Thepatriarchs,movedwith jealousyagainst Joseph, soldhim intoEgypt.
God was with him

10 and delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and
wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He made him governor over Egypt
and all his house.

11 Now a famine came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and great
affliction. Our fathers found no food.

12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our
fathers the first time.

13 On the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and
Joseph’s family was revealed to Pharaoh.

14 Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his relatives,
seventy-five souls.

15 Jacob went down into Egypt and he died, himself and our fathers;
16and theywere brought back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abra-

ham bought for a price in silver from the children of Hamor of Shechem.
17 “But as the time of the promise came close which God had sworn to

Abraham, the people grew andmultiplied in Egypt,
✡ 7:3 Genesis 12:1 ✡ 7:7 Genesis 15:13-14



Acts 7:18 1804 Acts 7:39

18until there arose a different king who didn’t know Joseph.
19 The same took advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers, and

forced them to abandon their babies, so that they wouldn’t stay alive.
20At that timeMoseswas born, andwas exceedingly handsome toGod. He

was nourished threemonths in his father’s house.
21When he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up and reared

him as her own son.
22Moseswas instructed in all thewisdomof the Egyptians. Hewasmighty

in his words and works.
23 But when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his

brothers,* the children of Israel.
24 Seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him and avenged him

whowas oppressed, striking the Egyptian.
25He supposed that his brothers understood that God, by his hand, was

giving them deliverance; but they didn’t understand.
26 “Theday following, he appeared to themas they fought, andurged them

to be at peace again, saying, ‘Sirs, you are brothers. Why do you wrong one
another?’

27 But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who
made you a ruler and a judge over us?

28Do youwant to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’✡
29Moses fled at this saying, and became a stranger in the land of Midian,

where he became the father of two sons.
30 “When forty years were fulfilled, an angel of the Lord appeared to him

in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush.
31When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight. As he came close to see,

the voice of the Lord came to him,
32 ‘I am the God of your fathers: the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and

the God of Jacob.’✡ Moses trembled and dared not look.
33 The Lord said to him, ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you

stand is holy ground.
34 I have surely seen the affliction ofmypeoplewho are in Egypt, andhave

heard their groaning. I have come down to deliver them. Now come, I will
send you into Egypt.’✡

35 “This Moses whom they refused, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a
judge?’—God has sent him as both a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the
angel who appeared to him in the bush.

36 This man led them out, having worked wonders and signs in Egypt, in
the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years.

37 This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The Lord our God
will raise up a prophet for you from among your brothers, like me.’†✡

38 This is he who was in the assembly in the wilderness with the angel
that spoke to him onMount Sinai, andwith our fathers, who received living
revelations to give to us,

39 towhomour fatherswouldn’t be obedient, but rejected him and turned
back in their hearts to Egypt,

* 7:23 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may be also correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:28 Exodus 2:14 ✡ 7:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 7:34 Exodus
3:5,7-8,10 † 7:37 TR adds “You shall listen to him.” ✡ 7:37 Deuteronomy 18:15
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40saying toAaron, ‘Makeusgods thatwill gobeforeus, foras for thisMoses
who ledusout of the landof Egypt,wedon’t knowwhathasbecomeofhim.’✡

41 They made a calf in those days, and brought a sacrifice to the idol, and
rejoiced in the works of their hands.

42But God turned away and gave them up to serve the army of the sky,‡ as
it is written in the book of the prophets,
‘Did you offer to me slain animals and sacrifices

forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
43You took up the tabernacle of Moloch,

the star of your god Rephan,
the figures which youmade to worship,

so I will carry you away✡ beyond Babylon.’
44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of the testimony in the wilderness,

even as he who spoke toMoses commanded him tomake it according to the
pattern that he had seen;

45which also our fathers, in their turn, brought in with Joshua when they
entered into the possession of the nations whom God drove out before the
face of our fathers to the days of David,

46who found favor in the sight of God, and asked to find a habitation for
the God of Jacob.

47But Solomon built him a house.
48However, the Most High doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands, as

the prophet says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for my feet.
What kind of house will you build me?’ says the Lord.

‘Orwhat is the place of my rest?
50Didn’t my handmake all these things?’✡

51“Youstiff-neckedanduncircumcised inheart andears, youalways resist
the Holy Spirit! As your fathers did, so you do.

52Which of the prophets didn’t your fathers persecute? They killed those
who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, of whom you have now
become betrayers andmurderers.

53You received the law as it was ordained by angels, and didn’t keep it!”
54Nowwhen they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they

gnashed at himwith their teeth.
55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven

and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
56and said, “Behold, I see theheavens openedand the SonofMan standing

at the right hand of God!”
57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears, then rushed

at himwith one accord.
58 They threw him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses placed

their garments at the feet of a youngman named Saul.
59 They stoned Stephen as he called out, saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my

spirit!”
✡ 7:40 Exodus32:1 ‡ 7:42 This idiomcouldalsobe translated “host of heaven”, or “angelic beings”,
or “heavenly bodies.” ✡ 7:43 Amos 5:25-27 ✡ 7:50 Isaiah 66:1-2
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60He kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, don’t hold this sin
against them!” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his death. A great persecution arose against the

assemblywhichwas in Jerusalemin thatday. Theywereall scatteredabroad
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except for the apostles.

2Devout men buried Stephen and lamented greatly over him.
3 But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into every house and dragged

bothmen andwomen off to prison.
4Therefore those who were scattered abroad went around preaching the

word.
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the

Christ.
6 The multitudes listened with one accord to the things that were spoken

by Philip when they heard and saw the signs which he did.
7For unclean spirits came out ofmany of thosewho had them. They came

out, cryingwith a loud voice. Manywho had been paralyzed and lamewere
healed.

8There was great joy in that city.
9 But there was a certain man, Simon by name, who used to practice

sorcery in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, making himself out
to be some great one,

10 to whom they all listened, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This
man is that great power of God.”

11They listened to him because for a long time he had amazed themwith
his sorceries.

12 But when they believed Philip preaching good news concerning God’s
Kingdom and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.

13 Simon himself also believed. Being baptized, he continued with Philip.
Seeing signs and great miracles occurring, he was amazed.

14Nowwhen the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,

15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them, that they might
receive the Holy Spirit;

16 for as yet he had fallen on none of them. They had only been baptized
in the name of Christ Jesus.

17Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18Nowwhen Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given through the laying

on of the apostles’ hands, he offered themmoney,
19 saying, “Giveme also this power, that whomever I laymy hands onmay

receive the Holy Spirit.”
20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you

thought you could obtain the gift of God withmoney!
21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart isn’t right

before God.
22 Repent therefore of this, your wickedness, and ask God if perhaps the

thought of your heart may be forgiven you.
23 For I see that you are in the poison of bitterness and in the bondage of

iniquity.”
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24Simonanswered, “Pray forme to the Lord, that none of the thingswhich
you have spoken happen tome.”

25 They therefore, when they had testified and spoken the word of the
Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the Good News to many villages
of the Samaritans.

26Then an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward
the south to theway that goesdownfromJerusalemtoGaza. This is adesert.”

27He arose and went; and behold, there was a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, whowas over all
her treasure, who had come to Jerusalem to worship.

28Hewas returning and sitting inhis chariot, andwas reading the prophet
Isaiah.

29The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and join yourself to this chariot.”
30 Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said,

“Do you understand what you are reading?”
31Hesaid, “Howcan I, unless someoneexplains it tome?” HebeggedPhilip

to come up and sit with him.
32Now the passage of the Scripture which he was reading was this,

“Hewas led as a sheep to the slaughter.
As a lamb before his shearer is silent,
so he doesn’t open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation, his judgment was taken away.
Whowill declare His generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.”✡

34The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is the prophet talking about? About
himself, or about someone else?”

35 Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture, preached
to him about Jesus.

36As theywent on theway, they came to somewater; and the eunuch said,
“Behold, here is water. What is keepingme from being baptized?”

37 *
38He commanded the chariot to stand still, and they both went down into

the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.
39When they came up out of thewater, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip

away, and the eunuch didn’t see him any more, for he went on his way
rejoicing.

40But Philip was found at Azotus. Passing through, he preached the Good
News to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

9
1But Saul, still breathing threats and slaughter against the disciples of the

Lord, went to the high priest
2and asked for letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, that if he

found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem.

3As he traveled, he got close to Damascus, and suddenly a light from the
sky shone around him.

4He fell on the earth, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute me?”
✡ 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 * 8:37 TR adds Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” He
answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
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5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.*
6But† rise up and enter into the city, then you will be told what you must

do.”
7Themenwho traveledwith him stood speechless, hearing the sound, but

seeing no one.
8 Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened, he saw no

one. They led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.
9Hewas without sight for three days, and neither ate nor drank.
10Now therewas a certaindisciple atDamascusnamedAnanias. TheLord

said to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11The Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street which is called Straight,

and inquire in the house of Judah‡ for one named Saul, aman of Tarsus. For
behold, he is praying,

12and in a vision he has seen aman named Ananias coming in and laying
his hands on him, that hemight receive his sight.”

13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard frommany about this man,
howmuch evil he did to your saints at Jerusalem.

14Here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your
name.”

15But theLord said tohim, “Goyourway, for he ismychosenvessel to bear
my name before the nations and kings, and the children of Israel.

16For Iwill showhimhowmany thingshemust suffer formyname’s sake.”
17Ananias departed and entered into the house. Laying his hands on him,

he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord, who appeared to you on the road by which
you came, has sentme that youmay receive your sight and be filledwith the
Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he received
his sight. He arose and was baptized.

19He took food andwas strengthened.
Saul stayed several days with the disciples whowere at Damascus.
20 Immediately in the synagogues he proclaimed the Christ, that he is the

Son of God.
21 All who heard him were amazed, and said, “Isn’t this he who in

Jerusalemmade havoc of those who called on this name? And he had come
here intending to bring them bound before the chief priests!”

22ButSaul increasedmore in strength, andconfounded the Jewswho lived
at Damascus, proving that this is the Christ.

23Whenmany dayswere fulfilled, the Jews conspired together to kill him,
24 but their plot became known to Saul. They watched the gates both day

and night that theymight kill him,
25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall,

lowering him in a basket.
26 When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join himself to the

disciples; but theywere all afraid of him, not believing that hewas adisciple.
27But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles, and declared to

them how he had seen the Lord on the way, and that he had spoken to him,
and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.
* 9:5 TR adds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” † 9:6 TR omits “But” ‡ 9:11
or, Judas
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28Hewas with them entering into§ Jerusalem,
29preaching boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus.* He spoke and disputed

against the Hellenists,† but they were seeking to kill him.
30When the brothers‡ knew it, they brought him down to Caesarea and

sent him off to Tarsus.
31So the assemblies throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace

andwere built up. Theyweremultiplied, walking in the fear of the Lord and
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

32AsPeterwent throughoutall thoseparts, he camedownalso to the saints
who lived at Lydda.

33There he found a certainman named Aeneas, who had been bedridden
for eight years because he was paralyzed.

34Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Get up andmake your
bed!” Immediately he arose.

35All who lived at Lydda and in Sharon saw him, and they turned to the
Lord.

36Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which when
translated means Dorcas.§ This woman was full of good works and acts of
mercy which she did.

37 In those days, she became sick and died. When they had washed her,
they laid her in an upper room.

38 As Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,
sent twomen* to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them.

39Peter got up andwentwith them. When he had come, they brought him
into the upper room. All the widows stood by him weeping, and showing
the tunics and other garments which Dorcas had made while she was with
them.

40Peter sent themall out, andknelt downandprayed. Turning to thebody,
he said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, andwhen she sawPeter, she
sat up.

41He gave her his hand and raised her up. Calling the saints and widows,
he presented her alive.

42 This became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord.

43He stayedmany days in Joppa with a tanner named Simon.

10
1Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, Cornelius by name, a centu-

rion of what was called the Italian Regiment,
2a devoutman, and onewho feared Godwith all his house, who gave gifts

for the needy generously to the people, and always prayed to God.
3At about the ninth hour of the day,* he clearly saw in a vision an angel of

God coming to him and saying to him, “Cornelius!”
4 He, fastening his eyes on him and being frightened, said, “What is it,

Lord?”
§ 9:28 TR and NU add “and going out” * 9:29 TR and NU omit “Jesus” and reverse the order of
verses 28&29. † 9:29 TheHellenistswereHebrewswhousedGreek languageandculture. ‡ 9:30
Theword for “brothers”here andwhere the context allowsmayalso be correctly translated “brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.” § 9:36 “Dorcas” is Greek for “Gazelle.” * 9:38 Reading fromNU, TR;
MT omits “twomen” * 10:3 3:00 p.m.
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He said to him, “Your prayers and your gifts to the needy have gone up for
amemorial before God.

5Now sendmen to Joppa, and get Simon, who is also called Peter.
6He is stayingwith a tanner named Simon,whose house is by the seaside.†
7When the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two

of his household servants and a devout soldier of those who waited on him
continually.

8Having explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
9Now on the next day as they were on their journey and got close to the

city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray at about noon.
10He became hungry and desired to eat, but while they were preparing,

he fell into a trance.
11He saw heaven opened and a certain container descending to him, like

a great sheet let down by four corners on the earth,
12 inwhichwereall kindsof four-footedanimalsof theearth,wildanimals,

reptiles, and birds of the sky.
13A voice came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat!”
14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is

common or unclean.”
15Avoice came tohimagain the second time, “WhatGodhas cleansed, you

must not call unclean.”
16This was done three times, and immediately the thing was received up

into heaven.
17NowwhilePeterwasveryperplexed inhimselfwhat thevisionwhichhe

had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having
made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood before the gate,

18 and called and asked whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was
lodging there.

19While Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold,
three‡men seek you.

20But arise, get down, and gowith them, doubting nothing; for I have sent
them.”

21Peterwent down to themen, and said, “Behold, I amhewhomyou seek.
Why have you come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous man and one who fears
God, and well spoken of by all the nation of the Jews, was directed by a holy
angel to invite you to his house, and to listen to what you say.”

23 So he called them in and provided a place to stay.
On the next day Peter arose and went out with them, and some of the

brothers from Joppa accompanied him.
24On the next day they entered into Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for

them, having called together his relatives and his near friends.
25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell down at his feet, and

worshiped him.
26But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up! I myself am also aman.”
27As he talked with him, he went in and foundmany gathered together.
28He said to them, “You yourselves know how it is an unlawful thing for a

man who is a Jew to join himself or come to one of another nation, but God
has shownme that I shouldn’t call anyman unholy or unclean.
† 10:6 TR adds “This onewill tell youwhat it is necessary for you to do.” ‡ 10:19 Reading from TR
and NU. MT omits “three”
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29 Therefore I also came without complaint when I was sent for. I ask
therefore, why did you send for me?”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I was fasting until this hour; and at the
ninth hour,§ I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in
bright clothing

31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer is heard, and your gifts to the needy
are remembered in the sight of God.

32 Send therefore to Joppa and summon Simon, who is also called Peter.
He is staying in the house of a tanner named Simon, by the seaside. When
he comes, he will speak to you.’

33 Therefore I sent to you at once, and it was good of you to come. Now
therefore we are all here present in the sight of God to hear all things that
have been commanded you by God.”

34 Peter opened his mouth and said, “Truly I perceive that God doesn’t
show favoritism;

35 but in every nation he who fears him and works righteousness is
acceptable to him.

36 The word which he sent to the children of Israel, preaching good news
of peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all—

37 you yourselves know what happened, which was proclaimed through-
out all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which John
preached;

38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him.

39We are witnesses of everything he did both in the country of the Jews
and in Jerusalem; whom they also* killed, hanging him on a tree.

40God raised him up the third day and gave him to be revealed,
41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen before by God,

to us, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that this is he

who is appointed by God as the Judge of the living and the dead.
43All the prophets testify about him, that through his name everyonewho

believes in himwill receive remission of sins.”
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all

those who heard the word.
45They of the circumcision who believed were amazed, as many as came

with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was also poured out on the
Gentiles.

46For they heard them speaking in other languages andmagnifying God.
Then Peter answered,
47 “Can anyone forbid these people frombeing baptizedwithwater? They

have received the Holy Spirit just like us.”
48He commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then

they asked him to stay some days.

§ 10:30 3:00 p.m. * 10:39 TR omits “also”
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11
1 Now the apostles and the brothers* who were in Judea heard that the

Gentiles had also received the word of God.
2When Peter had come up to Jerusalem, those who were of the circumci-

sion contended with him,
3 saying, “Youwent in to uncircumcisedmen and ate with them!”
4But Peter began, and explained to them in order, saying,
5“Iwas in the city of Joppapraying, and in a trance I sawavision: a certain

container descending, like itwas a great sheet let down fromheaven by four
corners. It came as far as me.

6When I had looked intently at it, I considered, and saw the four-footed
animals of the earth, wild animals, creeping things, and birds of the sky.

7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat!’
8But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered

into mymouth.’
9But a voice answered me the second time out of heaven, ‘What God has

cleansed, don’t you call unclean.’
10This was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven.
11 Behold, immediately three men stood before the house where I was,

having been sent from Caesarea to me.
12 The Spirit told me to go with them without discriminating. These six

brothers also accompaniedme, and we entered into theman’s house.
13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying

to him, ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, who is called Peter,
14who will speak to you words by which you will be saved, you and all

your house.’
15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the

beginning.
16 I remembered theword of the Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized

in water, but you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’
17 If then God gave to them the same gift as us when we believed in the

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could withstand God?”
18When they heard these things, they held their peace and glorified God,

saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life!”
19They thereforewhowere scattered abroad by the oppression that arose

about Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking
the word to no one except to Jews only.

20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when
they had come toAntioch, spoke to theHellenists,† preaching the Lord Jesus.

21The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and
turned to the Lord.

22The report concerning themcame to the ears of the assemblywhichwas
in Jerusalem. They sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch,

23who, when he had come, and had seen the grace of God, was glad. He
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they should remain near to
the Lord.

24For hewas a goodman, and full of theHoly Spirit and of faith, andmany
people were added to the Lord.
* 11:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 11:20 AHellenist is someone who keeps Greek customs and
culture.
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25Barnabas went out to Tarsus to look for Saul.
26When he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year

they were gathered together with the assembly, and taught many people.
The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

27Now in these days, prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.
28 One of them named Agabus stood up and indicated by the Spirit that

there should be a great famine all over the world, which also happened in
the days of Claudius.

29As any of the disciples had plenty, each determined to send relief to the
brothers who lived in Judea;

30which they also did, sending it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas
and Saul.

12
1Nowabout that time, KingHerod stretchedouthis hands tooppress some

of the assembly.
2He killed James, the brother of John, with the sword.
3When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also.

This was during the days of unleavened bread.
4When he had arrested him, he put him in prison and delivered him to

four squads of four soldiers each to guard him, intending to bring himout to
the people after the Passover.

5Peter therefore was kept in the prison, but constant prayer wasmade by
the assembly to God for him.

6 The same night when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains. Guards in front of
the door kept the prison.

7And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the
cell. He struckPeteron the sideandwokehimup, saying, “Standupquickly!”
His chains fell off his hands.

8The angel said to him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” He did so.
He said to him, “Put on your cloak and followme.”

9And he went out and followed him. He didn’t know that what was being
done by the angel was real, but thought he saw a vision.

10When they were past the first and the second guard, they came to the
iron gate that leads into the city, which opened to them by itself. They went
out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from
him.

11When Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I truly know that the
Lord has sent out his angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and
from everything the Jewish people were expecting.”

12 Thinking about that, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of
John who was called Mark, where many were gathered together and were
praying.

13When Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a servant girl named Rhoda
came to answer.

14When she recognized Peter’s voice, she didn’t open the gate for joy, but
ran in and reported that Peter was standing in front of the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are crazy!” But she insisted that it was so. They
said, “It is his angel.”
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16 But Peter continued knocking. When they had opened, they saw him
andwere amazed.

17 But he, beckoning to them with his hand to be silent, declared to them
how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. He said, “Tell these things
to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed andwent to another place.

18Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers
about what had become of Peter.

19When Herod had sought for him and didn’t find him, he examined the
guards, then commanded that they should be put to death. He went down
from Judea to Caesarea, and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. They
came with one accord to him and, having made Blastus, the king’s personal
aide, their friend, they asked for peace, because their country depended on
the king’s country for food.

21Onan appointed day, Herod dressed himself in royal clothing, sat on the
throne, and gave a speech to them.

22The people shouted, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!”
23 Immediately anangel of theLord struckhim, becausehedidn’t giveGod

the glory. Then he was eaten by worms and died.
24But the word of God grew andmultiplied.
25Barnabas and Saul returned to* Jerusalemwhen they had fulfilled their

service, also taking with them Johnwhowas calledMark.

13
1 Now in the assembly that was at Antioch there were some prophets

and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2 As they served the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Separate
Barnabas and Saul for me, for the work to which I have called them.”

3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them,
they sent them away.

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia. From
there they sailed to Cyprus.

5When they were at Salamis, they proclaimed God’s word in the Jewish
synagogues. They also had John as their attendant.

6When they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain
sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jewwhose namewas Bar Jesus,

7who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding.
ThismansummonedBarnabasandSaul, andsought tohear thewordofGod.

8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood
them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

9But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his
eyes on him

10 and said, “You son of the devil, full of all deceit and all cunning, you
enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to pervert the right ways of
the Lord?

11Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is on you, and you will be blind, not
seeing the sun for a season!”
* 12:25 TR reads “from” instead of “to”
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Immediately a mist and darkness fell on him. He went around seeking
someone to lead him by the hand.

12 Then the proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

13Now Paul and his company set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in
Pamphylia. John departed from them and returned to Jerusalem.

14But they, passing on from Perga, came to Antioch of Pisidia. They went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.

15 After the reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of the syna-
gogue sent to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation
for the people, speak.”

16Paul stood up, and gesturingwith his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you
who fear God, listen.

17The God of this people* chose our fathers, and exalted the people when
they stayed as aliens in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm, he led
them out of it.

18For a period of about forty years he put upwith them in thewilderness.
19When he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave

them their land for an inheritance for about four hundred fifty years.
20After these things, he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet.
21Afterward they asked for a king, and God gave to them Saul the son of

Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.
22Whenhehad removedhim, he raisedupDavid tobe their king, towhom

he also testified, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my heart,
who will do all mywill.’

23 From this man’s offspring, God has brought salvation† to Israel accord-
ing to his promise,

24before his coming, when John had first preached the baptism of repen-
tance to Israel.‡

25 As John was fulfilling his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I
am? I am not he. But behold, one comes after me, the sandals of whose feet
I am not worthy to untie.’

26 “Brothers, children of the stock of Abraham, and those among you who
fear God, the word of this salvation is sent out to you.

27For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they didn’t
know him, nor the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath,
fulfilled them by condemning him.

28Though they foundno cause for death, they still askedPilate to havehim
killed.

29When theyhad fulfilledall things thatwerewrittenabouthim, they took
him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead,
31 and he was seen for many days by those who came up with him from

Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses to the people.
32We bring you good news of the promise made to the fathers,
33 that God has fulfilled this to us, their children, in that he raised up Jesus.

As it is also written in the second psalm,
‘You aremy Son.
* 13:17 TR, NU add “Israel” † 13:23 TR, NU read “a Savior, Jesus” instead of “salvation” ‡ 13:24
TR, NU read “to all the people of Israel” instead of “to Israel”
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Today I have become your father.’✡
34“Concerning thathe raisedhimup fromthedead, nownomore to return

to corruption, hehas spoken thus: ‘Iwill give you theholy and sure blessings
of David.’✡

35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, ‘You will not allow your Holy
One to see decay.’✡

36ForDavid, after he had in his own generation served the counsel of God,
fell asleep, was laid with his fathers, and saw decay.

37But he whomGod raised up saw no decay.
38 Be it known to you therefore, brothers,§ that through this man is

proclaimed to you remission of sins;
39 and by him everyone who believes is justified from all things, from

which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.
40Beware therefore, lest that comeonyouwhich is spoken in theprophets:

41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!
Wonder and perish,
for I work a work in your days,
a work which you will in no way believe, if one declares it to you.’ ” ✡

42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that
these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.

43Nowwhen the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and of the devout
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who, speaking to them, urged them
to continue in the grace of God.

44 The next Sabbath, almost the whole city was gathered together to hear
the word of God.

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy,
and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, and said, “It was necessary that
God’s word should be spoken to you first. Since indeed you thrust it from
yourselves, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we turn
to the Gentiles.

47For so has the Lord commanded us, saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the Gentiles,

that you should bring salvation to the uttermost parts of the earth.’ ” ✡
48As the Gentiles heard this, theywere glad and glorified theword of God.

As many as were appointed to eternal life believed.
49The Lord’s word was spread abroad throughout all the region.
50But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief

men of the city, and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
threw them out of their borders.

51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came to
Iconium.

52The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so

spoke that a great multitude both of Jews and of Greeks believed.
✡ 13:33 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 ✡ 13:35 Psalms 16:10 § 13:38 The word for
“brothers” here andwhere the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ✡ 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5 ✡ 13:47 Isaiah 49:6
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2 But the disbelieving* Jews stirred up and embittered the souls of the
Gentiles against the brothers.

3Therefore they stayed there a long time, speakingboldly in theLord,who
testified to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by
their hands.

4 But the multitude of the city was divided. Part sided with the Jews and
part with the apostles.

5When some of both the Gentiles and the Jews, with their rulers, made a
violent attempt to mistreat and stone them,

6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe,
and the surrounding region.

7There they preached the Good News.
8 At Lystra a certain man sat, impotent in his feet, a cripple from his

mother’s womb, who never had walked.
9Hewas listening to Paul speaking, who, fastening eyes onhimand seeing

that he had faith to bemade whole,
10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet!” He leaped up and

walked.
11When themultitude sawwhat Paul had done, they lifted up their voice,

saying in the language of Lycaonia, “The gods have come down to us in the
likeness of men!”

12They calledBarnabas “Jupiter”, and Paul “Mercury”, because hewas the
chief speaker.

13 The priest of Jupiter, whose temple was in front of their city, brought
oxen and garlands to the gates, andwould havemade a sacrifice along with
themultitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they tore their
clothes and sprang into themultitude, crying out,

15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men of the same
nature as you, and bring you good news, that you should turn from these
vain things to the living God, who made the sky, the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them;

16who in the generations gone by allowed all the nations to walk in their
ownways.

17Yet he didn’t leave himselfwithoutwitness, in that he did good and gave
you† rains from the sky and fruitful seasons, filling our heartswith food and
gladness.”

18 Even saying these things, they hardly stopped the multitudes from
making a sacrifice to them.

19 But some Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there, and having
persuaded themultitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing that he was dead.

20But as the disciples stood around him, he rose up, and entered into the
city. On the next day he went out with Barnabas to Derbe.

21When theyhadpreached theGoodNews to that city andhadmademany
disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that through many afflictions we must enter into God’s
Kingdom.

* 14:2 or, disobedient † 14:17 TR reads “us” instead of “you”
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23When they had appointed elders for them in every assembly, and had
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord on whom they had
believed.

24They passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.
25When they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
26Fromthere they sailed toAntioch, fromwhere theyhadbeencommitted

to the grace of God for the work which they had fulfilled.
27When they had arrived and had gathered the assembly together, they

reported all the things that Godhaddonewith them, and that he had opened
a door of faith to the nations.

28They stayed there with the disciples for a long time.

15
1Somemen came down from Judea and taught the brothers,* “Unless you

are circumcised after the custom of Moses, you can’t be saved.”
2Thereforewhen Paul and Barnabas had no small discord and discussion

with them, they appointed Paul, Barnabas, and some others of them to go up
to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question.

3 They, being sent on their way by the assembly, passed through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles. They
caused great joy to all the brothers.

4When they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the assembly
and the apostles and the elders, and they reported everything that God had
done with them.

5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It
is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of
Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to see about this
matter.

7When there had been much discussion, Peter rose up and said to them,
“Brothers, you know that a good while ago God made a choice among you
that by my mouth the nations should hear the word of the Good News and
believe.

8 God, who knows the heart, testified about them, giving them the Holy
Spirit, just like he did to us.

9He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by
faith.

10Now thereforewhy do you tempt God, that you should put a yoke on the
neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor wewere able to bear?

11 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus,†
just as they are.”

12 All the multitude kept silence, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul
reportingwhat signs andwondersGodhaddoneamong thenations through
them.

13After they were silent, James answered, “Brothers, listen to me.
14Simeonhas reportedhowGodfirst visited thenations to takeoutof them

a people for his name.
15This agrees with the words of the prophets. As it is written,

16 ‘After these things I will return.

* 15:1 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 15:11 TR adds “Christ”
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I will again build the tabernacle of David, which has fallen.
I will again build its ruins.
I will set it up
17 that the rest of menmay seek after the Lord:
all the Gentiles who are called bymy name,
says the Lord, who does all these things.’✡

18 “All of God’s works are known to him from eternity.
19 Therefore my judgment is that we don’t trouble those from among the

Gentiles who turn to God,
20 but that we write to them that they abstain from the pollution of idols,

from sexual immorality, fromwhat is strangled, and from blood.
21 For Moses from generations of old has in every city those who preach

him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole

assembly, to choose men out of their company, and send them to Antioch
withPaul andBarnabas: Judas calledBarsabbas, andSilas, chiefmenamong
the brothers.‡

23They wrote these things by their hand:
“The apostles, the elders, and the brothers, to the brothers who are of the

Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings.
24Because we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled

youwithwords, unsettling your souls, saying, ‘Youmust be circumcised and
keep the law,’ to whomwe gave no commandment;

25 it seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose outmen and
send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

26menwho have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
27Wehave sent therefore JudasandSilas,who themselveswill also tell you

the same things by word of mouth.
28For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay no greater burden

on you than these necessary things:
29 that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from things

strangled, and from sexual immorality, from which if you keep yourselves,
it will be well with you. Farewell.”

30So, when theywere sent off, they came to Antioch. Having gathered the
multitude together, they delivered the letter.

31When they had read it, they rejoiced over the encouragement.
32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged the broth-

ers withmanywords and strengthened them.
33After theyhadspent some time there, theyweredismissed inpeace from

the brothers to the apostles.
34 §
35 But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching the

word of the Lord, withmany others also.
36After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s return now and visit our

brothers in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, to see
how they are doing.”

37Barnabas planned to take John, whowas calledMark, with them also.
✡ 15:17 Amos 9:11-12 ‡ 15:22 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may
also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 15:34 Some manuscripts add:
But it seemed good to Silas to stay there.
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38But Paul didn’t think that it was a good idea to take with them someone
who hadwithdrawn from them in Pamphylia, and didn’t gowith them to do
the work.

39Then the contention grew so sharp that they separated from each other.
Barnabas tookMark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,

40but Paul chose Silas andwent out, being commended by the brothers to
the grace of God.

41Hewent through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the assemblies.

16
1He came to Derbe and Lystra; and behold, a certain disciple was there,

namedTimothy, the sonof a Jewesswhobelieved, buthis fatherwasaGreek.
2 The brothers who were at Lystra and Iconium gave a good testimony

about him.
3 Paul wanted to have him go out with him, and he took and circumcised

him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his
father was a Greek.

4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered the decrees
to them to keep which had been ordained by the apostles and elders who
were at Jerusalem.

5 So the assemblies were strengthened in the faith, and increased in
number daily.

6Whentheyhadgone through theregionofPhrygiaandGalatia, theywere
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.

7When they had come opposite Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit didn’t allow them.

8Passing byMysia, they came down to Troas.
9A vision appeared to Paul in the night. There was a man of Macedonia

standing, begging him and saying, “Come over intoMacedonia and help us.”
10 When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go out to

Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the GoodNews
to them.

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, wemade a straight course to Samoth-
race, and the day following to Neapolis;

12and from there to Philippi, which is a city ofMacedonia, the foremost of
the district, a Roman colony. Wewere staying some days in this city.

13 On the Sabbath day we went outside of the city by a riverside, where
we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the
womenwho had come together.

14A certainwomannamed Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,
one who worshiped God, heard us. The Lord opened her heart to listen to
the things which were spoken by Paul.

15When she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If
you have judgedme to be faithful to the Lord, come intomyhouse and stay.”
So she persuaded us.

16 As we were going to prayer, a certain girl having a spirit of divination
met us, who brought her masters much gain by fortune telling.

17 Following Paul and us, she cried out, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to us a way of salvation!”

18 She was doing this for many days.
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But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” It came out
that very hour.

19 But when her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the
rulers.

20When they had brought them to themagistrates, they said, “Thesemen,
being Jews, are agitating our city

21 and advocate customs which it is not lawful for us to accept or to
observe, being Romans.”

22 The multitude rose up together against them and the magistrates tore
their clothes from them, then commanded them to be beaten with rods.

23When they had laidmany stripes on them, they threw them into prison,
charging the jailer to keep them safely.

24Having received such a command, he threw them into the inner prison
and secured their feet in the stocks.

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them.

26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and
everyone’s bonds were loosened.

27 The jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open,
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners
had escaped.

28But Paul criedwith a loudvoice, saying, “Don’t harmyourself, forweare
all here!”

29He called for lights, sprang in, fell down trembling before Paul and Silas,
30brought them out, and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you

and your household.”
32They spoke thewordof theLord tohim, and toallwhowere inhishouse.
33He took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes, and

was immediately baptized, he and all his household.
34 He brought them up into his house and set food before them, and

rejoiced greatly with all his household, having believed in God.
35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the sergeants, saying, “Let

those men go.”
36 The jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have

sent to let you go; now therefore come out and go in peace.”
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly without a trial,

men who are Romans, and have cast us into prison! Do they now release
us secretly? No, most certainly, but let them come themselves and bring us
out!”

38 The sergeants reported these words to the magistrates, and they were
afraid when they heard that they were Romans,

39and they cameandbegged them. When theyhadbrought themout, they
asked them to depart from the city.

40They went out of the prison and entered into Lydia’s house. When they
had seen the brothers, they encouraged them, then departed.
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17
1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they

came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.
2 Paul, as was his custom, went in to them; and for three Sabbath days

reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
3explaining anddemonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again

fromthedead, andsaying, “This Jesus,whomIproclaim toyou, is theChrist.”
4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas: of the devout

Greeks a great multitude, and not a few of the chief women.
5 But the unpersuaded Jews took along* some wicked men from the

marketplace and gathering a crowd, set the city in an uproar. Assaulting
the house of Jason, they sought to bring them out to the people.

6When they didn’t find them, they dragged Jason and certain brothers†
before the rulers of the city, crying, “These who have turned the world
upside down have come here also,

7whom Jason has received. These all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar,
saying that there is another king, Jesus!”

8The multitude and the rulers of the city were troubled when they heard
these things.

9When they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.
10The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Beroea.

When they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue.
11 Now these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received thewordwithall readiness ofmind, examining theScripturesdaily
to see whether these things were so.

12Many of them therefore believed; also of the prominent Greek women,
and not a fewmen.

13But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that theword of God
was proclaimed by Paul at Beroea also, they came there likewise, agitating
themultitudes.

14 Then the brothers immediately sent out Paul to go as far as to the sea,
and Silas and Timothy still stayed there.

15 But those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens. Receiving
a commandment to Silas and Timothy that they should come to him very
quickly, they departed.

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked
within him as he saw the city full of idols.

17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons,
and in themarketplace every day with those whomet him.

18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also‡ were conversing
with him. Some said, “What does this babbler want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be advocating foreign deities,” because he

preached Jesus and the resurrection.
19They took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May

we knowwhat this new teaching is, which you are speaking about?
20 For you bring certain strange things to our ears. We want to know

therefore what these things mean.”
* 17:5 TR reads “And the Jewswhowere unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along” instead
of “But the unpersuaded Jews took along” † 17:6 The word for “brothers” here and where the
context allows may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 17:18 TR
omits “also”
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21Now all the Athenians and the strangers living there spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing.

22Paul stood in themiddle of the Areopagus and said, “Youmen of Athens,
I perceive that you are very religious in all things.

23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I
also found an altar with this inscription: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ What
therefore you worship in ignorance, I announce to you.

24 The God who made the world and all things in it, he, being Lord of
heaven and earth, doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands.

25He isn’t served by men’s hands, as though he needed anything, seeing
he himself gives to all life and breath and all things.

26Hemade from one blood every nation ofmen to dwell on all the surface
of the earth, having determined appointed seasons and the boundaries of
their dwellings,

27 that they should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out for him
and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.

28 ‘For in him we live, move, and have our being.’ As some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’

29 Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine
Nature is like gold, or silver, or stone, engraved by art and design of man.

30 The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked. But now he com-
mands that all people everywhere should repent,

31 because he has appointed a day in which he will judge the world in
righteousness by the man whom he has ordained; of which he has given
assurance to all men, in that he has raised him from the dead.”

32Nowwhen theyheardof the resurrectionof thedead, somemocked; but
others said, “Wewant to hear you again concerning this.”

33Thus Paul went out from among them.
34But certain men joined with him and believed, including Dionysius the

Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After these things Paul departed from Athens and came to Corinth.
2 He found a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by race, who

had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome. He came to them,

3andbecausehepracticed the same trade, he livedwith themandworked,
for by trade they were tent makers.

4He reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded Jews and
Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was com-
pelled by the Spirit, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

6When they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook out his clothing and
said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on,
I will go to the Gentiles!”

7He departed there and went into the house of a certain man named Jus-
tus, one whoworshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his
house. Many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were
baptized.
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9The Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Don’t be afraid, but speak
and don’t be silent;

10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have
many people in this city.”

11He lived there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among
them.

12ButwhenGalliowas proconsul of Achaia, the Jewswith one accord rose
up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat,

13 saying, “This man persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.”
14But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If

indeed it were a matter of wrong or of wicked crime, you Jews, it would be
reasonable that I should bear with you;

15but if theyarequestions aboutwords andnamesandyourown law, look
to it yourselves. For I don’t want to be a judge of these matters.”

16 So he drove them from the judgment seat.
17 Then all the Greeks seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and

beat him before the judgment seat. Gallio didn’t care about any of these
things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this many more days, took his leave of the
brothers,* andsailed fromthere forSyria, togetherwithPriscilla andAquila.
He shaved his head in Cenchreae, for he had a vow.

19He came to Ephesus, and he left them there; but he himself entered into
the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.

20When they asked him to stay with them a longer time, he declined;
21 but taking his leave of them, he said, “I must by all means keep this

coming feast in Jerusalem, but I will return again to you if God wills.” Then
he set sail from Ephesus.

22When he had landed at Caesarea, hewent up and greeted the assembly,
and went down to Antioch.

23Having spent some time there, hedepartedandwent through the region
of Galatia and Phrygia, in order, establishing all the disciples.

24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent
man, came to Ephesus. He wasmighty in the Scriptures.

25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being
fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus,
although he knew only the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, they took him aside, and explained to him theway of God
more accurately.

27Whenhe had determined to pass over into Achaia, the brothers encour-
aged him; and wrote to the disciples to receive him. When he had come, he
greatly helped those who had believed through grace;

28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews, publicly showing by the Scriptures
that Jesus was the Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper

country, came to Ephesus and found certain disciples.

* 18:18 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere the context allowsmay also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They said to him, “No, we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3He said, “Into what then were you baptized?”
They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4Paul said, “John indeed baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying

to the people that they should believe in the onewhowould come after him,
that is, in Christ Jesus.”*

5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
6WhenPaul had laid his hands on them, theHoly Spirit came on themand

they spoke with other languages and prophesied.
7They were about twelvemen in all.
8 He entered into the synagogue and spoke boldly for a period of three

months, reasoning and persuading about the things concerning God’s King-
dom.

9Butwhen somewerehardenedanddisobedient, speaking evil of theWay
before the multitude, he departed from them and separated the disciples,
reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

10 This continued for two years, so that all those who lived in Asia heard
the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

11Godworked special miracles by the hands of Paul,
12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were carried away from his body

to the sick, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went
out.

13But some of the itinerant Jews, exorcists, took on themselves to invoke
over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, “We
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

14There were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did this.
15 The evil spirit answered, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are

you?”
16 The man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered

them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked
andwounded.

17This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived at Ephesus.
Fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus wasmagnified.

18Many also of those who had believed came, confessing and declaring
their deeds.

19Many of those who practicedmagical arts brought their books together
and burned them in the sight of all. They counted their price, and found it to
be fifty thousand pieces of silver.†

20 So the word of the Lord was growing and becomingmighty.
21Now after these things had ended, Paul determined in the Spirit, when

he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying,
“After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”

22Having sent intoMacedonia two of those who served him, Timothy and
Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

23About that time there arose no small disturbance concerning theWay.

* 19:4 NU omits Christ. † 19:19 The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000
drachmas. If so, the value of the burned books was equivalent to about 160 man-years of wages for
agricultural laborers
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24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver
shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen,

25whom he gathered together with the workmen of like occupation, and
said, “Sirs, you know that by this business we have our wealth.

26 You see and hear that not at Ephesus alone, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that
they are no gods that are made with hands.

27Not only is there danger that this our trade come into disrepute, but also
that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be counted as nothing and
hermajesty destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worships.”

28When they heard this they were filled with anger, and cried out, saying,
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

29 The whole city was filled with confusion, and they rushed with one
accord into the theater, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Mace-
donia, Paul’s companions in travel.

30When Paul wanted to enter in to the people, the disciples didn’t allow
him.

31 Certain also of the Asiarchs, being his friends, sent to him and begged
him not to venture into the theater.

32Some therefore cried one thing, and someanother, for the assemblywas
in confusion. Most of them didn’t knowwhy they had come together.

33 They brought Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him
forward. Alexander beckoned with his hand, and would have made a
defense to the people.

34But when they perceived that hewas a Jew, all with one voice for a time
of about two hours cried out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35When the town clerk had quieted the multitude, he said, “You men of
Ephesus, whatman is there who doesn’t know that the city of the Ephesians
is temple keeper of the great goddess Artemis, and of the image which fell
down from Zeus?

36 Seeing then that these things can’t be denied, you ought to be quiet and
to do nothing rash.

37 For you have brought these men here, who are neither robbers of
temples nor blasphemers of your goddess.

38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a
matter against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let
them press charges against one another.

39 But if you seek anything about other matters, it will be settled in the
regular assembly.

40 For indeed we are in danger of being accused concerning today’s riot,
there being no cause. Concerning it, we wouldn’t be able to give an account
of this commotion.”

41When he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.

20
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, took leave of

them, and departed to go into Macedonia.
2When he had gone through those parts and had encouraged them with

manywords, he came into Greece.
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3Whenhehad spent threemonths there, and a plotwasmade against him
by Jews as hewas about to set sail for Syria, he determined to return through
Macedonia.

4 These accompanied him as far as Asia: Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus
and Secundus of the Thessalonians, Gaius of Derbe, Timothy, and Tychicus
and Trophimus of Asia.

5But these had gone ahead, and were waiting for us at Troas.
6We sailed away from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and

came to them at Troas in five days, where we stayed seven days.
7On the first day of the week, when the disciples were gathered together

to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day;
and continued his speech until midnight.

8 There were many lights in the upper room where we* were gathered
together.

9A certain youngman named Eutychus sat in thewindow, weighed down
with deep sleep. As Paul spoke still longer, beingweighed down by his sleep,
he fell down from the third floor and was taken up dead.

10 Paul went down and fell upon him, and embracing him said, “Don’t be
troubled, for his life is in him.”

11Whenhehad goneup, hadbrokenbread and eaten, andhad talkedwith
them a long while, even until break of day, he departed.

12They brought the boy in alive, and were greatly comforted.
13But we, going ahead to the ship, set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul

aboard there; for he had so arranged, intending himself to go by land.
14When hemet us at Assos, we took him aboard and came toMitylene.
15 Sailing from there, we came the following day opposite Chios. The next

day we touched at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium, and the day after we
came toMiletus.

16For Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus, that he might not have to
spend time in Asia; for he was hastening, if it were possible for him, to be in
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

17 FromMiletus he sent to Ephesus and called to himself the elders of the
assembly.

18 When they had come to him, he said to them, “You yourselves know,
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you all the time,

19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears, and with trials
which happened tome by the plots of the Jews;

20how I didn’t shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,
teaching you publicly and from house to house,

21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus.†

22Now, behold, I go bound by the Spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing what
will happen tome there;

23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that bonds and
afflictions wait for me.

24But these things don’t count; nor do I holdmy life dear tomyself, so that
I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the
Lord Jesus, to fully testify to the Good News of the grace of God.

* 20:8 TR reads “they” instead of “we” † 20:21 TR adds “Christ”
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25 “Now, behold, I know that you all, amongwhom Iwent about preaching
God’s Kingdom, will see my face nomore.

26Therefore I testify to you today that I amclean from theblood of allmen,
27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
28Takeheed, therefore, to yourselves and to all theflock, inwhich theHoly

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the assembly of the Lord and‡
Godwhich he purchased with his own blood.

29For I know that after my departure, vicious wolves will enter in among
you, not sparing the flock.

30Men will arise from among your own selves, speaking perverse things,
to draw away the disciples after them.

31 Therefore watch, remembering that for a period of three years I didn’t
cease to admonish everyone night and day with tears.

32Now, brothers,§ I entrust you to God and to theword of his grace, which
is able to build up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

33 I coveted no one’s silver, gold, or clothing.
34You yourselves know that these hands servedmy necessities, and those

whowere withme.
35 In all things I gave you an example, that so laboring you ought to help

theweak, and to remember thewords of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

36When he had spoken these things, he knelt down and prayedwith them
all.

37They all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him,
38 sorrowing most of all because of the word which he had spoken, that

they should see his face nomore. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

21
1 When we had departed from them and had set sail, we came with a

straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.
2Having found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set

sail.
3 When we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left hand, we

sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, for the shipwas there to unloadher cargo.
4Having found disciples, we stayed there seven days. These said to Paul

through the Spirit that he should not go up to Jerusalem.
5When those dayswere over, we departed andwent on our journey. They

all, withwives and children, brought us on ourway until wewere out of the
city. Kneeling down on the beach, we prayed.

6After saying goodbye to each other, we went on board the ship, and they
returned home again.

7When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais.
We greeted the brothers and stayed with them one day.

8On the next day, we who were Paul’s companions departed and came to
Caesarea.
We entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the

seven, and stayed with him.

‡ 20:28 TR, NU omit “the Lord and” § 20:32 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere the context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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9Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied.
10 As we stayed there some days, a certain prophet named Agabus came

down from Judea.
11 Coming to us and taking Paul’s belt, he bound his own feet and hands,

and said, “The Holy Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man
who owns this belt, and will deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”

12 When we heard these things, both we and the people of that place
begged him not to go up to Jerusalem.

13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my
heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14When he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, “The Lord’s will
be done.”

15After these days we took up our baggage andwent up to Jerusalem.
16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea also went with us, bringing one

Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whomwewould stay.
17Whenwe had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.
18The day following, Paulwent inwith us to James; and all the elderswere

present.
19When he had greeted them, he reported one by one the things which

God had worked among the Gentiles through his ministry.
20 They, when they heard it, glorified God. They said to him, “You see,

brother, howmany thousands there are among the Jews of those who have
believed, and they are all zealous for the law.

21 They have been informed about you, that you teach all the Jews who
are among theGentiles to forsakeMoses, telling themnot to circumcise their
children and not to walk after the customs.

22What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that
you have come.

23Thereforedowhatwe tell you. Wehave fourmenwhohave takenavow.
24 Take them and purify yourself with them, and pay their expenses for

them, that they may shave their heads. Then all will know that there is no
truth in the things that they have been informed about you, but that you
yourself also walk keeping the law.

25But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have written our decision
that they should observe no such thing, except that they should keep
themselves from food offered to idols, from blood, from strangled things,
and from sexual immorality.”

26ThenPaul took themen, and thenextdaypurifiedhimself andwentwith
them into the temple, declaring the fulfillment of the days of purification,
until the offering was offered for every one of them.

27When the seven dayswere almost completed, the Jews fromAsia, when
they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the multitude and laid hands on
him,

28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all men
everywhere against the people, and the law, and this place. Moreover, he
also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place!”

29For theyhadseenTrophimus theEphesian,withhim in thecity, and they
supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.
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30 All the city was moved and the people ran together. They seized Paul
and dragged him out of the temple. Immediately the doors were shut.

31As theywere trying to kill him, news cameup to the commanding officer
of the regiment that all Jerusalemwas in an uproar.

32 Immediately he took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them.
They, when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, stopped beating
Paul.

33 Then the commanding officer came near, arrested him, commanded
him to be bound with two chains, and inquired who he was and what he
had done.

34Some shouted one thing and some another, among the crowd. When he
couldn’t find out the truth because of the noise, he commanded him to be
brought into the barracks.

35When he came to the stairs, he was carried by the soldiers because of
the violence of the crowd;

36 for the multitude of the people followed after, crying out, “Away with
him!”

37 As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he asked the
commanding officer, “May I speak to you?”
He said, “Do you know Greek?
38Aren’t you then theEgyptianwhobefore thesedays stirredup to sedition

and led out into the wilderness the four thousandmen of the Assassins?”
39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no

insignificant city. I beg you, allowme to speak to the people.”
40 When he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs,

beckoned with his hand to the people. When there was a great silence, he
spoke to them in the Hebrew language, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to the defense which I nowmake to you.”
2When they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they

were evenmore quiet.
He said,
3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at

the feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to the strict tradition of the law of
our fathers, being zealous for God, even as you all are today.

4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons
bothmen andwomen,

5as also the high priest and all the council of the elders testify, fromwhom
also I received letters to the brothers, and traveled to Damascus to bring
them also whowere there to Jerusalem in bonds to be punished.

6 “As I made my journey and came close to Damascus, about noon sud-
denly a great light shone aroundme from the sky.

7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are
you persecutingme?’

8 I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth,
whom you persecute.’

9 “Thosewhowerewithme indeed saw the light andwere afraid, but they
didn’t understand the voice of himwho spoke to me.
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10 I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to me, ‘Arise, and go into
Damascus. There you will be told about all things which are appointed for
you to do.’

11When I couldn’t see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of
those whowere withme, I came into Damascus.

12 “OneAnanias, a devoutman according to the law,well reported of by all
the Jews who lived in Damascus,

13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight!’ In that very hour I looked up at him.

14He said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to knowhis will, and
to see the Righteous One, and to hear a voice from his mouth.

15 For you will be a witness for him to all men of what you have seen and
heard.

16 Now why do you wait? Arise, be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalem and while I prayed in the temple, I
fell into a trance

18 and saw him saying to me, ‘Hurry and get out of Jerusalem quickly,
because they will not receive testimony concerningme from you.’

19 I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that I imprisoned and beat in every
synagogue those who believed in you.

20When the blood of Stephen, your witness, was shed, I also was standing
by, consenting to his death, and guarding the cloaks of thosewhokilled him.’

21 “He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you out far from here to the
Gentiles.’ ”

22 They listened to him until he said that; then they lifted up their voice
and said, “Rid the earth of this fellow, for he isn’t fit to live!”

23As they cried out, threw off their cloaks, and threw dust into the air,
24 the commanding officer commanded him to be brought into the bar-

racks, ordering him to be examined by scourging, that he might know for
what crime they shouted against him like that.

25When they had tied him up with thongs, Paul asked the centurion who
stoodby, “Is it lawful for you to scourgeamanwho is aRoman, andnot found
guilty?”

26When the centurion heard it, he went to the commanding officer and
told him, “Watch what you are about to do, for this man is a Roman!”

27 The commanding officer came and asked him, “Tell me, are you a
Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
28The commanding officer answered, “I boughtmy citizenship for a great

price.”
Paul said, “But I was born a Roman.”
29 Immediately thosewhowere about to examine himdeparted fromhim,

and the commanding officer also was afraid when he realized that he was a
Roman, because he had bound him.

30 But on the next day, desiring to know the truth about why he was
accused by the Jews, he freed him from the bonds and commanded the chief
priests and all the council to come together, and brought Paul down and set
him before them.
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23
1 Paul, looking steadfastly at the council, said, “Brothers, I have lived

before God in all good conscience until today.”
2 The high priest, Ananias, commanded those who stood by him to strike

him on themouth.
3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! Do

you sit to judge me according to the law, and command me to be struck
contrary to the law?”

4Those who stood by said, “Do youmalign God’s high priest?”
5 Paul said, “I didn’t know, brothers, that he was high priest. For it is

written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’ ”✡
6Butwhen Paul perceived that the one partwere Sadducees and the other

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brothers, I am a Pharisee,
a son of Pharisees. Concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am
being judged!”

7When he had said this, an argument arose between the Pharisees and
Sadducees, and the crowdwas divided.

8For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit;
but the Pharisees confess all of these.

9A great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees’ part stood
up, and contended, saying, “We find no evil in this man. But if a spirit or
angel has spoken to him, let’s not fight against God!”

10Whenagreat argumentarose, the commandingofficer, fearing thatPaul
would be torn in pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and
take him by force from among them and bring him into the barracks.

11 The following night, the Lord stood by him and said, “Cheer up, Paul,
for as you have testified about me at Jerusalem, so you must testify also at
Rome.”

12When it was day, some of the Jews banded together and bound them-
selves under a curse, saying that theywould neither eat nor drink until they
had killed Paul.

13There weremore than forty people who hadmade this conspiracy.
14They came to the chief priests and the elders, and said, “Wehave bound

ourselves under a great curse to taste nothing until we have killed Paul.
15 Now therefore, you with the council inform the commanding officer

that he should bring him down to you tomorrow, as though you were going
to judge his case more exactly. We are ready to kill him before he comes
near.”

16 But Paul’s sister’s son heard they were lying in wait, and he came and
entered into the barracks and told Paul.

17Paul summoned one of the centurions and said, “Bring this young man
to the commanding officer, for he has something to tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought him to the commanding officer and said,
“Paul, the prisoner, summonedme and askedme to bring this youngman to
you. He has something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took him by the hand, and going aside, asked
him privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?”

20 He said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to
the council tomorrow, as though intending to inquire somewhat more
accurately concerning him.
✡ 23:5 Exodus 22:28
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21 Therefore don’t yield to them, for more than forty men lie in wait for
him,whohavebound themselvesunderacurse toneithereatnordrinkuntil
theyhavekilledhim. Nowtheyare ready, looking for thepromise fromyou.”

22So the commanding officer let the youngman go, charging him, “Tell no
one that you have revealed these things to me.”

23 He called to himself two of the centurions, and said, “Prepare two
hundred soldiers to go as far as Caesarea, with seventy horsemen and two
hundredmen armedwith spears, at the third hour of the night.”*

24He asked them to provide mounts, that they might set Paul on one, and
bring him safely to Felix the governor.

25Hewrote a letter like this:
26 “Claudius Lysias to themost excellent governor Felix: Greetings.
27 “This man was seized by the Jews, and was about to be killed by them

when I camewith the soldiers and rescued him, having learned that he was
a Roman.

28Desiring to know the cause why they accused him, I brought him down
to their council.

29 I found him to be accused about questions of their law, but not to be
charged with anything worthy of death or of imprisonment.

30When I was told that the Jews lay in wait for the man, I sent him to you
immediately, charging his accusers also to bring their accusations against
him before you. Farewell.”

31So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul and brought him by
night to Antipatris.

32But on the next day they left the horsemen to gowith him, and returned
to the barracks.

33When they came to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor,
they also presented Paul to him.

34When the governor had read it, he asked what province he was from.
When he understood that he was from Cilicia, he said,

35 “I will hear you fully when your accusers also arrive.” He commanded
that he be kept in Herod’s palace.

24
1After five days, the high priest, Ananias, came down with certain elders

and an orator, one Tertullus. They informed the governor against Paul.
2When he was called, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, “Seeing that

by youwe enjoymuch peace, and that prosperity is coming to this nation by
your foresight,

3we accept it in all ways and in all places, most excellent Felix, with all
thankfulness.

4 But that I don’t delay you, I entreat you to bear with us and hear a few
words.

5Forwe have found thisman to be a plague, an instigator of insurrections
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes.

6He even tried to profane the temple, and we arrested him.*
7 †

* 23:23 about 9:00 p.m. * 24:6 TR adds “Wewanted to judge him according to our law,” † 24:7
TR adds “but the commanding officer, Lysias, came by and with great violence took him out of our
hands,”
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8 ‡ By examining him yourself youmay ascertain all these things of which
we accuse him.”

9The Jews also joined in the attack, affirming that these things were so.
10 When the governor had beckoned to him to speak, Paul answered,

“Because I know that you have been a judge of this nation for many years, I
cheerfully makemy defense,

11 seeing that you can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I
went up to worship at Jerusalem.

12 In the temple they didn’t findme disputing with anyone or stirring up a
crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city.

13Nor can they prove to you the things of which they now accuseme.
14But this I confess to you, that according to theWay,which they call a sect,

so I serve the God of our fathers, believing all things which are according to
the law, and which are written in the prophets;

15 having hope toward God, which these also themselves look for, that
there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.

16 In this I also practice always having a conscience void of offense toward
God andmen.

17Now after some years, I came to bring gifts for the needy to my nation,
and offerings;

18amidwhich certain Jews fromAsia foundmepurified in the temple, not
with amob, nor with turmoil.

19They ought to have been here before you and tomake accusation if they
had anything against me.

20 Or else let these men themselves say what injustice they found in me
when I stood before the council,

21unless it is for this one thing that I cried standing among them, ‘Concern-
ing the resurrection of the dead I am being judged before you today!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact knowledge concerning the Way, deferred
them, saying, “When Lysias, the commanding officer, comes down, I will
decide your case.”

23Heordered the centurion that Paul shouldbekept in custodyand should
have some privileges, and not to forbid any of his friends to serve him or to
visit him.

24 After some days, Felix came with Drusilla his wife, who was a Jewess,
and sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ Jesus.

25 As he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to
come, Felix was terrified, and answered, “Go your way for this time, and
when it is convenient for me, I will summon you.”

26Meanwhile, he also hoped that money would be given to him by Paul,
that he might release him. Therefore also he sent for him more often and
talked with him.

27 But when two years were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius
Festus, and desiring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix left Paul in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come into the province, after three days went

up to Jerusalem from Caesarea.

‡ 24:8 TR adds “commanding his accusers to come to you.”
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2 Then the high priest and the principal men of the Jews informed him
against Paul, and they begged him,

3 asking a favor against him, that he would summon him to Jerusalem,
plotting to kill him on the way.

4 However Festus answered that Paul should be kept in custody at Cae-
sarea, and that he himself was about to depart shortly.

5“Let themtherefore”, he said, “thatare inpoweramongyougodownwith
me, and if there is anything wrong in theman, let them accuse him.”

6When he had stayed among themmore than ten days, he went down to
Caesarea, and on the next day he sat on the judgment seat, and commanded
Paul to be brought.

7When he had come, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood
around him, bringing against him many and grievous charges which they
could not prove,

8 while he said in his defense, “Neither against the law of the Jews, nor
against the temple, nor against Caesar, have I sinned at all.”

9But Festus, desiring to gain favor with the Jews, answered Paul and said,
“Are youwilling to goup to Jerusalemandbe judgedbyme there concerning
these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar’s judgment seat, where I
ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you also know very
well.

11For if I have donewrong andhave committed anythingworthy of death,
I don’t refuse to die; but if none of those things is true that they accuseme of,
no one can giveme up to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You
have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you shall go.”

13Nowwhen some days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at
Caesarea and greeted Festus.

14 As he stayed there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king,
saying, “There is a certainman left a prisoner by Felix;

15 about whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders
of the Jews informedme, asking for a sentence against him.

16 I answered them that it is not the custom of the Romans to give up any
man to destruction before the accused hasmet the accusers face to face and
has had opportunity tomake his defense concerning thematter laid against
him.

17When therefore they had come together here, I didn’t delay, but on the
next day sat on the judgment seat and commanded theman to be brought.

18 When the accusers stood up, they brought no charges against him of
such things as I supposed;

19 but had certain questions against him about their own religion and
about one Jesus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.

20 Being perplexed how to inquire concerning these things, I asked
whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there be judged concerning
these matters.

21But when Paul had appealed to be kept for the decision of the emperor,
I commanded him to be kept until I could send him to Caesar.”

22Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear themanmyself.”
“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear him.”
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23 So on the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great
pomp, and they had entered into the place of hearingwith the commanding
officers and the principal men of the city, at the command of Festus, Paul
was brought in.

24 Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all men who are here present with us,
you see this man about whom all the multitude of the Jews petitioned me,
both at Jerusalem and here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.

25But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and
as he himself appealed to the emperor, I determined to send him,

26 of whom I have no certain thing to write to my lord. Therefore I have
brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, that,
after examination I may have something to write.

27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to also
specify the charges against him.”

26
1Agrippa said to Paul, “Youmay speak for yourself.”
Then Paul stretched out his hand, andmade his defense.
2 “I thinkmyself happy, KingAgrippa, that I am tomakemydefense before

you today concerning all the things that I am accused by the Jews,
3especially because you are expert in all customs andquestionswhich are

among the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.
4 “Indeed, all the Jews knowmy way of life frommy youth up, which was

from the beginning amongmy own nation and at Jerusalem;
5 having known me from the first, if they are willing to testify, that after

the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.
6Now I stand here to be judged for the hope of the promise made by God

to our fathers,
7which our twelve tribes, earnestly serving night and day, hope to attain.

Concerning this hope I am accused by the Jews, King Agrippa!
8Why is it judged incredible with you if God does raise the dead?
9 “I myself most certainly thought that I ought to domany things contrary

to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
10 I also did this in Jerusalem. I both shut upmany of the saints in prisons,

having received authority from the chief priests; andwhen theywere put to
death I gavemy vote against them.

11 Punishing them often in all the synagogues, I tried to make them
blaspheme. Being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them
even to foreign cities.

12 “Whereupon as I traveled to Damascus with the authority and commis-
sion from the chief priests,

13 at noon, O king, I saw on the way a light from the sky, brighter than the
sun, shining aroundme and those who traveled withme.

14When we had all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul,whyare youpersecutingme? It is hard for you
to kick against the goads.’

15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
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16 But arise, and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this
purpose: to appoint you a servant and a witness both of the things which
you have seen and of the things which I will reveal to you;

17 delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send
you,

18 to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
20 but declared first to them of Damascus, at Jerusalem, and throughout

all the country of Judea, and also to theGentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance.

21For this reason the Jews seizedme in the temple and tried to kill me.
22Having therefore obtained the help that is from God, I stand to this day

testifying both to small and great, saying nothing butwhat the prophets and
Moses said would happen,

23how the Christ must suffer, and how, by the resurrection of the dead, he
would be first to proclaim light both to these people and to the Gentiles.”

24 As he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you
are crazy! Your great learning is driving you insane!”

25 But he said, “I am not crazy, most excellent Festus, but boldly declare
words of truth and reasonableness.

26 For the king knows of these things, to whom also I speak freely. For I
am persuaded that none of these things is hidden from him, for this has not
been done in a corner.

27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.”
28Agrippa said to Paul, “With a little persuasion are you trying tomakeme

a Christian?”
29Paul said, “I pray to God, that whether with little or withmuch, not only

you, but also all that hear me today, might become such as I am, except for
these bonds.”

30The king rose upwith the governor and Bernice, and thosewho satwith
them.

31When theyhadwithdrawn, they spoke tooneanother, saying, “Thisman
does nothing worthy of death or of bonds.”

32Agrippa said to Festus, “This manmight have been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar.”

27
1When itwas determined thatwe should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul

and certain other prisoners to a centurion named Julius, of the Augustan
band.

2Embarking in a shipofAdramyttium,whichwasabout to sail to places on
the coast of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica
being with us.

3 The next day, we touched at Sidon. Julius treated Paul kindly and gave
him permission to go to his friends and refresh himself.

4Putting to sea from there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the
winds were contrary.

5Whenwehad sailed across the seawhich is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we
came toMyra, a city of Lycia.



Acts 27:6 1838 Acts 27:27

6 There the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he
put us on board.

7 When we had sailed slowly many days, and had come with difficulty
opposite Cnidus, the wind not allowing us further, we sailed under the lee
of Crete, opposite Salmone.

8 With difficulty sailing along it we came to a certain place called Fair
Havens, near the city of Lasea.

9Whenmuch timehadpassedand thevoyagewasnowdangerousbecause
the Fast had now already gone by, Paul admonished them

10and said to them, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyagewill bewith injury and
much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.”

11But the centurion gavemore heed to themaster and to the owner of the
ship than to those things which were spoken by Paul.

12 Because the haven was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised
going to sea fromthere, if byanymeans theycouldreachPhoenixandwinter
there, which is a port of Crete, looking southwest and northwest.

13When the southwindblewsoftly, supposing that theyhadobtained their
purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close to shore.

14 But before long, a stormy wind beat down from shore, which is called
Euroclydon.*

15When the shipwas caught and couldn’t face thewind, we gaveway to it
and were driven along.

16Runningunder the leeofa small islandcalledClauda,wewereable,with
difficulty, to secure the boat.

17After they had hoisted it up, they used cables to help reinforce the ship.
Fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis sand bars, they lowered
the sea anchor, and so were driven along.

18 As we labored exceedingly with the storm, the next day they began to
throw things overboard.

19On the third day, they threw out the ship’s tackle with their own hands.
20When neither sun nor stars shone on us for many days, and no small

storm pressed on us, all hope that we would be saved was now taken away.
21When they had been long without food, Paul stood up in the middle of

them and said, “Sirs, you should have listened to me, and not have set sail
from Crete and have gotten this injury and loss.

22Now I exhort you to cheer up, for therewill be no loss of life among you,
but only of the ship.

23For there stood by me this night an angel, belonging to the God whose I
am andwhom I serve,

24saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. Youmust standbeforeCaesar. Behold, God
has granted you all those who sail with you.’

25 Therefore, sirs, cheer up! For I believe God, that it will be just as it has
been spoken tome.

26But wemust run aground on a certain island.”
27 But when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven back and

forth in theAdriatic Sea, aboutmidnight the sailors surmised that theywere
drawing near to some land.

* 27:14 Or, “a northeaster”.
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28 They took soundings and found twenty fathoms.† After a little while,
they took soundings again, and found fifteen fathoms.‡

29 Fearing that we would run aground on rocky ground, they let go four
anchors from the stern, and wished for daylight.

30As the sailorswere trying tofleeout of the shipandhad lowered theboat
into the sea, pretending that they would lay out anchors from the bow,

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, “Unless these stay in the
ship, you can’t be saved.”

32Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and let it fall off.
33While the day was coming on, Paul begged them all to take some food,

saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you wait and continue fasting,
having taken nothing.

34Therefore I beg you to take some food, for this is for your safety; for not
a hair will perish from any of your heads.”

35When he had said this and had taken bread, he gave thanks to God in
the presence of all; then he broke it and began to eat.

36Then they all cheered up, and they also took food.
37 In all, we were two hundred seventy-six souls on the ship.
38When they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the

wheat into the sea.
39 When it was day, they didn’t recognize the land, but they noticed a

certain bay with a beach, and they decided to try to drive the ship onto it.
40 Casting off the anchors, they left them in the sea, at the same time

untying the rudder ropes. Hoisting up the foresail to the wind, they made
for the beach.

41But coming to a place where two seas met, they ran the vessel aground.
The bow struck and remained immovable, but the stern began to break up
by the violence of the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, so that none of them
would swim out and escape.

43 But the centurion, desiring to save Paul, stopped them from their pur-
pose, and commanded that thosewho could swim should throw themselves
overboard first to go toward the land;

44 and the rest should follow, some on planks and some on other things
from the ship. So they all escaped safely to the land.

28
1 When we had escaped, then they* learned that the island was called

Malta.
2The natives showed us uncommon kindness; for they kindled a fire and

received us all, because of the present rain and because of the cold.
3But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire,

a viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand.
4 When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said

to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has
escaped from the sea, yet Justice has not allowed to live.”

5However he shook off the creature into the fire, and wasn’t harmed.

† 27:28 20 fathoms = 120 feet = 36.6 meters ‡ 27:28 15 fathoms = 90 feet = 27.4 meters * 28:1
NU reads “we”
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6 But they expected that he would have swollen or fallen down dead
suddenly, but when they watched for a long time and saw nothing bad
happen to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god.

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the
chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and courteously
entertained us for three days.

8 The father of Publius lay sick of fever and dysentery. Paul entered in to
him, prayed, and laying his hands on him, healed him.

9 Then when this was done, the rest also who had diseases in the island
came andwere cured.

10They also honored us with many honors; and when we sailed, they put
on board the things that we needed.

11 After three months, we set sail in a ship of Alexandria which had
wintered in the island, whose figurehead was “The Twin Brothers.”

12Touching at Syracuse, we stayed there three days.
13From there we circled around and arrived at Rhegium. After one day, a

south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli,
14where we found brothers,† and were entreated to stay with them for

seven days. So we came to Rome.
15From there the brothers, when they heard of us, came to meet us as far

as The Market of Appius and The Three Taverns. When Paul saw them, he
thanked God and took courage.

16When we entered into Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to
the captain of the guard, but Paul was allowed to stay by himself with the
soldier who guarded him.

17After three days Paul called together those who were the leaders of the
Jews. When they had come together, he said to them, “I, brothers, though I
had done nothing against the people or the customs of our fathers, still was
delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans,

18who,when they had examinedme, desired to setme free, because there
was no cause of death inme.

19Butwhen the Jews spokeagainst it, Iwas constrained toappeal toCaesar,
not that I had anything about which to accuse my nation.

20 For this cause therefore I asked to see you and to speak with you. For
because of the hope of Israel I am boundwith this chain.”

21 They said to him, “We neither received letters from Judea concerning
you, nor did any of the brothers come here and report or speak any evil of
you.

22But we desire to hear from you what you think. For, as concerning this
sect, it is known to us that everywhere it is spoken against.”

23 When they had appointed him a day, many people came to him at
his lodging. He explained to them, testifying about God’s Kingdom, and
persuading them concerning Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from
the prophets, frommorning until evening.

24 Some believed the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved.
25 When they didn’t agree among themselves, they departed after Paul

had spoken one message: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the
prophet to our fathers,
† 28:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

but will in no way understand.
In seeing, you will see,

but will in no way perceive.
27For this people’s heart has grown callous.

Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’✡

28 “Be it known therefore to you that the salvation of God is sent to the
nations, and they will listen.”

29Whenhehadsaid thesewords, the Jewsdeparted, havingagreatdispute
among themselves.‡

30 Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house and received all
who were coming to him,

31preaching God’s Kingdom and teaching the things concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness, without hindrance.

✡ 28:27 Isaiah 6:9-10 ‡ 28:29 NU omits verse 29.



Romans 1:1 1842 Romans 1:21

Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,* called to be an apostle, set apart for the
Good News of God,

2which he promised before through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3concerning his Son, whowas born of the offspring† of David according to

the flesh,
4whowas declared to be the Son of Godwith power according to the Spirit

of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
5 through whomwe received grace and apostleship for obedience of faith

among all the nations for his name’s sake;
6among whom you are also called to belong to Jesus Christ;
7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
8First, I thankmyGod through Jesus Christ for all of you, that your faith is

proclaimed throughout the whole world.
9For God ismywitness, whom I serve inmy spirit in the Good News of his

Son, how unceasingly I makemention of you always inmy prayers,
10 requesting, if by any means now at last I may be prospered by the will

of God to come to you.
11For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the

end that youmay be established;
12 that is, that I with you may be encouraged in you, each of us by the

other’s faith, both yours andmine.
13Now I don’t desire to have you unaware, brothers, that I often planned

to come toyou (andwashindered so far), that Imight have some fruit among
you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to Greeks and to foreigners, both to thewise and to the
foolish.

15 So as much as is in me, I am eager to preach the Good News to you also
who are in Rome.

16For I amnot ashamedof theGoodNewsof Christ, because it is the power
of God for salvation for everyonewho believes, for the Jewfirst, and also for
the Greek.

17 For in it is revealed God’s righteousness from faith to faith. As it is
written, “But the righteous shall live by faith.”✡

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of menwho suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

19 because that which is known of God is revealed in them, for God
revealed it to them.

20For the invisible things of him since the creation of theworld are clearly
seen, being perceived through the things that aremade, evenhis everlasting
power and divinity, that theymay be without excuse.

21 Because knowing God, they didn’t glorify him as God, and didn’t give
thanks, but became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless heart was
darkened.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:3 or, seed ✡ 1:17 Habakkuk 2:4
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22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
23and traded thegloryof the incorruptibleGod for the likenessof an image

of corruptible man, and of birds, four-footed animals, and creeping things.
24Therefore God also gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to unclean-

ness, that their bodies should be dishonored among themselves;
25who exchanged the truth of God for a lie, andworshiped and served the

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
26 For this reason, God gave them up to vile passions. For their women

changed the natural function into that which is against nature.
27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural function of the woman,

burned in their lust toward one another, men doing what is inappropriate
withmen, and receiving in themselves the due penalty of their error.

28Even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, God gave themup
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting;

29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness,
covetousness, malice; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil habits, secret
slanderers,

30backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents,

31without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection,
unforgiving, unmerciful;

32who, knowing the ordinance ofGod, that thosewhopractice such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also approve of those who
practice them.

2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, O man, whoever you are who judge.

For in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself. For you who
judge practice the same things.

2We know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those
who practice such things.

3Do you think this, Omanwho judges thosewho practice such things, and
do the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?

4Or do you despise the riches of his goodness, forbearance, and patience,
not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

5But according to your hardness and unrepentant heart you are treasur-
ingup foryourselfwrath in thedayofwrath, revelation, andof the righteous
judgment of God,

6who “will pay back to everyone according to their works:”✡
7 to those who by perseverance in well-doing seek for glory, honor, and

incorruptibility, eternal life;
8 but to those who are self-seeking and don’t obey the truth, but obey

unrighteousness, will be wrath, indignation,
9 oppression, and anguish on every soul of man who does evil, to the Jew

first, and also to the Greek.
10But glory, honor, and peace go to every man who does good, to the Jew

first, and also to the Greek.
11For there is no partiality with God.

✡ 2:6 Psalms 62:12; Proverbs 24:12
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12For asmany as have sinnedwithout the lawwill also perishwithout the
law. As many as have sinned under the lawwill be judged by the law.

13For it isn’t the hearers of the lawwho are righteous before God, but the
doers of the lawwill be justified

14 (forwhenGentileswho don’t have the lawdo bynature the things of the
law, these, not having the law, are a law to themselves,

15 in that they show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience testifying with them, and their thoughts among themselves
accusing or else excusing them)

16 in the daywhenGodwill judge the secrets ofmen, according tomyGood
News, by Jesus Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of a Jew, rest on the law, glory in God,
18 know his will, and approve the things that are excellent, being in-

structed out of the law,
19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide of the blind, a light to

those who are in darkness,
20a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of babies, having in the law the form

of knowledge and of the truth.
21 You therefore who teach another, don’t you teach yourself? You who

preach that a man shouldn’t steal, do you steal?
22Youwho say aman shouldn’t commit adultery, do you commit adultery?

Youwho abhor idols, do you rob temples?
23Youwho glory in the law, do you dishonor God by disobeying the law?
24For “thenameofGod isblasphemedamong theGentilesbecauseof you,”

✡ just as it is written.
25Forcircumcision indeedprofits, if youareadoerof the law, but if youare

a transgressor of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.
26 If therefore the uncircumcised keep the ordinances of the law,won’t his

uncircumcision be accounted as circumcision?
27Won’t those who are physically uncircumcised, but fulfill the law, judge

you, whowith the letter and circumcision are a transgressor of the law?
28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision

which is outward in the flesh;
29but he is a Jewwho is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of theheart,

in the spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not frommen, but from God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the profit of

circumcision?
2Much in every way! Because first of all, they were entrusted with the

revelations of God.
3 For what if some were without faith? Will their lack of faith nullify the

faithfulness of God?
4May it never be! Yes, let God be found true, but every man a liar. As it is

written,
“that youmight be justified in your words,

andmight prevail when you come into judgment.”✡
5 But if our unrighteousness commends the righteousness of God, what

will we say? Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I speak like men do.
6May it never be! For then howwill God judge the world?

✡ 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22 ✡ 3:4 Psalms 51:4
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7 For if the truth of God through my lie abounded to his glory, why am I
also still judged as a sinner?

8Why not (as we are slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we
say), “Let’s do evil, that good may come?” Those who say so are justly
condemned.

9What then? Are we better than they? No, in no way. For we previously
warned both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.

10As it is written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after God.
12They have all turned away.

They have together become unprofitable.
There is no one who does good,

no, not so much as one.”✡
13 “Their throat is an open tomb.

With their tongues they have used deceit.”✡
“The poison of vipers is under their lips.”✡

14 “Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”✡
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood.

16Destruction andmisery are in their ways.
17The way of peace, they haven’t known.”✡

18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”✡
19Nowwe know that whatever things the law says, it speaks to those who

are under the law, that everymouthmay be closed, and all theworldmay be
brought under the judgment of God.

20Because by theworks of the law, no fleshwill be justified in his sight; for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now apart from the law, a righteousness of God has been revealed,
being testified by the law and the prophets;

22even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on
all those who believe. For there is no distinction,

23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God;
24 being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in

Christ Jesus,
25whomGod sent to be an atoning sacrifice* through faith in his blood, for

a demonstration of his righteousness through the passing over of prior sins,
in God’s forbearance;

26 to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time, that he might
himself be just and the justifier of himwho has faith in Jesus.

27Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of
works? No, but by a law of faith.

28We maintain therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law.

29Or is God the God of Jews only? Isn’t he the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also,
✡ 3:12 Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 ✡ 3:13 Psalms 5:9 ✡ 3:13 Psalms 140:3 ✡ 3:14
Psalms 10:7 ✡ 3:17 Isaiah 59:7-8 ✡ 3:18 Psalms 36:1 * 3:25 or, a propitiation
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30 since indeed there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law through faith? May it never be! No, we
establish the law.

4
1What thenwillwe say thatAbraham, our forefather, has foundaccording

to the flesh?
2For if Abrahamwas justified by works, he has something to boast about,

but not toward God.
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was

accounted to him for righteousness.”✡
4 Now to him who works, the reward is not counted as grace, but as

something owed.
5 But to him who doesn’t work, but believes in him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness.
6Even as David also pronounces blessing on theman towhomGod counts

righteousness apart fromworks:
7 “Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,

whose sins are covered.
8Blessed is themanwhom the Lord will by nomeans charge with sin.” ✡

9 Is this blessing then pronounced only on the circumcised, or on the
uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for
righteousness.

10How then was it counted? When he was in circumcision, or in uncir-
cumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

11He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had while he was in uncircumcision, that he might be the
father of all thosewhobelieve, though theymight be inuncircumcision, that
righteousness might also be accounted to them.

12 He is the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father
Abraham, which he had in uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham and to his offspring that he would be heir
of the world wasn’t through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void, and the
promise is made of no effect.

15 For the law produces wrath; for where there is no law, neither is there
disobedience.

16 For this cause it is of faith, that it may be according to grace, to the end
that the promisemay be sure to all the offspring, not to that only which is of
the law, but to that alsowhich is of the faith of Abraham,who is the father of
us all.

17As it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations.”✡ This is in
the presence of himwhom he believed: God, who gives life to the dead, and
calls the things that are not, as though they were.

18 Against hope, Abraham in hope believed, to the end that he might
become a father ofmany nations, according to that which had been spoken,
“So will your offspring be.”✡
✡ 4:3 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 4:8 Psalms 32:1-2 ✡ 4:17 Genesis 17:5 ✡ 4:18 Genesis 15:5
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19 Without being weakened in faith, he didn’t consider his own body,
already having been worn out, (he being about a hundred years old), and
the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

20Yet, looking to the promise ofGod, he didn’twaver throughunbelief, but
grew strong through faith, giving glory to God,

21 and being fully assured that what he had promised, he was also able to
perform.

22Therefore it also was “credited to him for righteousness.”✡
23Now it was not written that it was accounted to him for his sake alone,
24but for our sake also, to whom it will be accounted, who believe in him

who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
25 who was delivered up for our trespasses, and was raised for our

justification.

5
1 Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ;
2 through whomwe also have our access by faith into this grace in which

we stand. We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3Notonly this, butwealso rejoice inour sufferings, knowing that suffering

produces perseverance;
4and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;
5and hope doesn’t disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into

our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
6Forwhilewewere yetweak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7Foronewill hardlydie fora righteousman. Yetperhaps foragoodperson

someone would even dare to die.
8 But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us.
9Muchmore then, being now justified by his blood, wewill be saved from

God’s wrath through him.
10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the

death of his Son, muchmore, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.
11Not only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whomwe have now received the reconciliation.
12 Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one man, and death

through sin, so death passed to all men because all sinned.
13For until the law, sinwas in theworld; but sin is not chargedwhen there

is no law.
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those

whose sinsweren’t likeAdam’sdisobedience,who is a foreshadowingofhim
whowas to come.

15 But the free gift isn’t like the trespass. For if by the trespass of the one
the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of
the oneman, Jesus Christ, abound to themany.

16The gift is not as through onewho sinned; for the judgment cameby one
to condemnation, but the free gift followedmany trespasses to justification.

17 For if by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one; so
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ.
✡ 4:22 Genesis 15:6
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18 So then as through one trespass, all men were condemned; even so
through one act of righteousness, all menwere justified to life.

19 For as through the one man’s disobedience many were made sinners,
even so through the obedience of the one, many will be made righteous.

20 The law came in that the trespass might abound; but where sin
abounded, grace aboundedmore exceedingly,

21 that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righ-
teousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What shallwe say then? Shallwecontinue in sin, that gracemayabound?
2May it never be! Wewho died to sin, how could we live in it any longer?
3Ordon’t you know that all of uswhowere baptized into Christ Jesuswere

baptized into his death?
4Wewere buried thereforewith him throughbaptism into death, that just

as Christwas raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, sowe also
might walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we
will also be part of his resurrection;

6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be in bondage to
sin.

7For he who has died has been freed from sin.
8But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him,
9knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dies nomore. Death no

longer has dominion over him!
10 For the death that he died, he died to sin one time; but the life that he

lives, he lives to God.
11Thus consider yourselves also to bedead to sin, but alive toGod inChrist

Jesus our Lord.
12 Therefore don’t let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey

it in its lusts.
13 Also, do not present your members to sin as instruments of unrigh-

teousness, but present yourselves to God as alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14For sin will not have dominion over you, for you are not under law, but
under grace.

15What then? Shallwe sin becausewe are not under lawbut under grace?
May it never be!

16Don’t you know that when you present yourselves as servants and obey
someone, you are the servants of whomever you obey, whether of sin to
death, or of obedience to righteousness?

17 But thanks be to God that, whereas you were bondservants of sin, you
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which youwere
delivered.

18Beingmade free from sin, you became bondservants of righteousness.
19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh; for as

you presented yourmembers as servants to uncleanness and towickedness
upon wickedness, even so now present your members as servants to righ-
teousness for sanctification.

20For when youwere servants of sin, you were free from righteousness.
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21What fruit then did you have at that time in the things of which you are
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.

22But now, beingmade free from sin and having become servants of God,
you have your fruit of sanctification and the result of eternal life.

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

7
1Ordon’t you know, brothers* (for I speak tomenwhoknow the law), that

the law has dominion over aman for as long as he lives?
2 For the woman that has a husband is bound by law to the husband

while he lives, but if the husband dies, she is discharged from the law of the
husband.

3 So then if, while the husband lives, she is joined to another man, she
would be called an adulteress. But if the husband dies, she is free from the
law, so that she is no adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

4Therefore, my brothers, you alsoweremade dead to the law through the
body of Christ, that you would be joined to another, to him who was raised
from the dead, that wemight produce fruit to God.

5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were through
the lawworked in ourmembers to bring out fruit to death.

6 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that in
which we were held; so that we serve in newness of the spirit, and not in
oldness of the letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? May it never be! However, I
wouldn’t haveknownsinexcept through the law. For Iwouldn’t haveknown
coveting unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.”✡

8But sin, finding occasion through the commandment, produced inme all
kinds of coveting. For apart from the law, sin is dead.

9 I was alive apart from the law once, but when the commandment came,
sin revived and I died.

10The commandment which was for life, this I found to be for death;
11 for sin, finding occasion through the commandment, deceived me, and

through it killedme.
12Therefore the law indeed isholy, and thecommandmentholy, righteous,

and good.
13Did then that which is good become death to me? May it never be! But

sin, that it might be shown to be sin, was producing death in me through
that which is good; that through the commandment sin might become
exceedingly sinful.

14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin.
15For I don’t understandwhat I amdoing. For I don’t practicewhat I desire

to do; but what I hate, that I do.
16But if what I don’t desire, that I do, I consent to the law that it is good.
17 So now it is nomore I that do it, but sin which dwells in me.
18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing. For

desire is present withme, but I don’t find it doing that which is good.

* 7:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21
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19For the good which I desire, I don’t do; but the evil which I don’t desire,
that I practice.

20But ifwhat I don’t desire, that I do, it is nomore I that do it, but sinwhich
dwells in me.

21 I find then the law that, while I desire to do good, evil is present.
22For I delight in God’s law after the inward person,
23but I see a different law in mymembers, warring against the law of my

mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my
members.

24What a wretchedman I am! Whowill deliver me out of the body of this
death?

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord! So then with the mind, I
myself serve God’s law, but with the flesh, sin’s law.

8
1There is thereforenownocondemnation to thosewhoare inChrist Jesus,

who don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.*
2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus mademe free from the law

of sin and of death.
3 For what the law couldn’t do, in that it was weak through the flesh,

God did, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh,

4 that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us who don’t walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

6 For the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and
peace;

7because themind of the flesh is hostile toward God, for it is not subject to
God’s law, neither indeed can it be.

8Those who are in the flesh can’t please God.
9But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God

dwells in you. But if anyman doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is not his.
10 If Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the spirit is alive

because of righteousness.
11But if the Spirit of himwho raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

hewho raised up Christ Jesus from the deadwill also give life to yourmortal
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
13For if you live after the flesh, youmust die; but if by the Spirit you put to

death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are children of God.
15 For you didn’t receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you

received the Spirit of adoption, by whomwe cry, “Abba!† Father!”
16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God;
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if

indeed we suffer with him, that wemay also be glorified with him.
* 8:1 NU omits “who don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit” † 8:15 Abba is
anAramaicword for “Father” or “Daddy”, which canbeused affectionately and respectfully in prayer
to our Father in heaven.



Romans 8:18 1851 Romans 8:39

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which will be revealed toward us.

19For the creation waits with eager expectation for the children of God to
be revealed.

20For the creationwas subjected to vanity, not of its ownwill, but because
of himwho subjected it, in hope

21 that the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of decay
into the liberty of the glory of the children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain
together until now.

23 Not only so, but ourselves also, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for adoption, the re-
demption of our body.

24 For we were saved in hope, but hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for that which he sees?

25But if we hope for that which we don’t see, we wait for it with patience.
26 In the sameway, the Spirit also helps ourweaknesses, forwedon’t know

how to pray as we ought. But the Spirit himself makes intercession for us
with groanings which can’t be uttered.

27Hewho searches the hearts knowswhat is on the Spirit’smind, because
hemakes intercession for the saints according to God.

28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
for those who are called according to his purpose.

29 For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that hemight be the firstborn amongmany brothers.‡

30Whom he predestined, those he also called. Whom he called, those he
also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified.

31What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us?

32He who didn’t spare his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
would he not also with him freely give us all things?

33 Who could bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who
justifies.

34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, yes rather, who was
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also makes
intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Could oppression, or
anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36Even as it is written,
“For your sake we are killed all day long.

Wewere accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”✡
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.
38For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal-
ities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thingwill be able to separate
us from God’s love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

‡ 8:29 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 8:36 Psalms 44:22
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9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not lying, my conscience testifying withme

in the Holy Spirit
2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing pain inmy heart.
3For I couldwish that Imyselfwere accursed fromChrist formy brothers’

sake, my relatives according to the flesh
4who are Israelites; whose is the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the

giving of the law, the service, and the promises;
5ofwhomare the fathers, and fromwhomisChrist as concerning theflesh,

who is over all, God, blessed forever. Amen.
6But it is not as though the word of God has come to nothing. For they are

not all Israel that are of Israel.
7Neither, because they areAbraham’s offspring, are they all children. But,

“your offspring will be accounted as from Isaac.”✡
8That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the

children of the promise are counted as heirs.
9 For this is a word of promise: “At the appointed time I will come, and

Sarah will have a son.”✡
10Not only so, but Rebekah also conceived by one, by our father Isaac.
11 For being not yet born, neither having done anything good or bad, that

the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of
himwho calls,*

12 it was said to her, “The elder will serve the younger.”✡
13Even as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”✡
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? May it

never be!
15 For he said to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I

will have compassion onwhom I have compassion.”✡
16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who

hasmercy.
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I caused you

to be raised up, that Imight show in youmy power, and thatmy namemight
be proclaimed in all the earth.”✡

18 So then, he has mercy on whom he desires, and he hardens whom he
desires.

19Youwill say then tome, “Whydoeshestillfind fault? Forwhowithstands
his will?”

20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing
formed ask himwho formed it, “Why did youmakeme like this?”✡

21Or hasn’t the potter a right over the clay, from the same lump to make
one part a vessel for honor, and another for dishonor?

22What if God, willing to show his wrath and to make his power known,
endured withmuch patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,

23 and that he might make known the riches of his glory on vessels of
mercy, which he prepared beforehand for glory—

24 us, whom he also called, not from the Jews only, but also from the
Gentiles?
✡ 9:7 Genesis 21:12 ✡ 9:9 Genesis 18:10,14 * 9:11 NU puts the phrase “not of works, but of
him who calls” at the beginning of verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11. ✡ 9:12 Genesis 25:23
✡ 9:13 Malachi 1:2-3 ✡ 9:15 Exodus 33:19 ✡ 9:17 Exodus 9:16 ✡ 9:20 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9
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25As he says also in Hosea,
“I will call them ‘my people,’ which were not my people;

and her ‘beloved,’ whowas not beloved.”✡
26 “It will be that in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my

people,’
there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’ ”✡

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of Israel are as the sand of the sea,

it is the remnant whowill be saved;
28 for he will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness,

because the Lord will make a short work upon the earth.”✡
29As Isaiah has said before,

“Unless the Lord of Armies† had left us a seed,
we would have become like Sodom,
and would have beenmade like Gomorrah.”✡

30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, who didn’t follow after
righteousness, attained to righteousness, even the righteousnesswhich is of
faith;

31but Israel, following after a lawof righteousness, didn’t arrive at the law
of righteousness.

32Why? Because they didn’t seek it by faith, but as it were byworks of the
law. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,

33 even as it is written,
“Behold,‡ I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and a rock of offense;

and no one who believes in himwill be disappointed.”✡

10
1Brothers, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God is for Israel, that they

may be saved.
2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not according

to knowledge.
3For being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their

own righteousness, they didn’t subject themselves to the righteousness of
God.

4ForChrist is the fulfillment*of the law for righteousness to everyonewho
believes.

5For Moses writes about the righteousness of the law, “The one who does
themwill live by them.”✡

6But the righteousness which is of faith says this, “Don’t say in your heart,
‘Whowill ascend into heaven?’✡ (that is, to bring Christ down);

7 or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’✡ (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead.)”

8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart;”✡ that is, the word of faith which we preach:

9 that if youwill confess with yourmouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
✡ 9:25 Hosea 2:23 ✡ 9:26 Hosea 1:10 ✡ 9:28 Isaiah 10:22-23 † 9:29 Greek: Sabaoth (or
Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) ✡ 9:29 Isaiah 1:9 ‡ 9:33 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 9:33 Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 * 10:4 or,
completion, or end ✡ 10:5 Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 10:6 Deuteronomy 30:12 ✡ 10:7 Deuteronomy
30:13 ✡ 10:8 Deuteronomy 30:14
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10For with the heart one believes resulting in righteousness; andwith the
mouth confession is made resulting in salvation.

11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in him will not be disap-
pointed.”✡

12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, and is rich to all who call on him.

13For, “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”✡
14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? How

will they believe in him whom they have not heard? How will they hear
without a preacher?

15And howwill they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Good News of peace,

who bring glad tidings of good things!”✡
16 But they didn’t all listen to the glad news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who

has believed our report?”✡
17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
18But I say, didn’t they hear? Yes, most certainly,

“Their soundwent out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.”✡

19But I ask, didn’t Israel know? First Moses says,
“I will provoke you to jealousy with that which is no nation.

I will make you angry with a nation void of understanding.”✡
20 Isaiah is very bold and says,

“I was found by those who didn’t seekme.
I was revealed to those who didn’t ask for me.”✡

21 But about Israel he says, “All day long I stretched out my hands to a
disobedient and contrary people.”✡

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his people? May it never be! For I also am an

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
2Goddidn’t reject his people,whomhe foreknew. Or don’t you knowwhat

the Scripture says about Elijah? How he pleads with God against Israel:
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets. They have broken down your

altars. I am left alone, and they seekmy life.”✡
4 But how does God answer him? “I have reserved for myself seven

thousandmenwho have not bowed the knee to Baal.”✡
5Even so too at this present time also there is a remnant according to the

election of grace.
6And if by grace, then it is no longer ofworks; otherwise grace is no longer

grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer
work.

7 What then? That which Israel seeks for, that he didn’t obtain, but the
chosen ones obtained it, and the rest were hardened.

8According as it iswritten, “Godgave thema spirit of stupor, eyes that they
should not see, and ears that they should not hear, to this very day.” ✡

9David says,
“Let their table bemade a snare, a trap,
✡ 10:11 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 10:13 Joel 2:32 ✡ 10:15 Isaiah 52:7 ✡ 10:16 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 10:18
Psalms 19:4 ✡ 10:19 Deuteronomy 32:21 ✡ 10:20 Isaiah 65:1 ✡ 10:21 Isaiah 65:2 ✡ 11:3
1 Kings 19:10,14 ✡ 11:4 1 Kings 19:18 ✡ 11:8 Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 29:10
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a stumbling block, and a retribution to them.
10Let their eyes be darkened, that theymay not see.

Always keep their backs bent.”✡
11 I ask then, did they stumble that they might fall? May it never be! But

by their fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, to provoke them to jealousy.
12Now if their fall is the riches of theworld, and their loss the riches of the

Gentiles, howmuchmore their fullness!
13 For I speak to you who are Gentiles. Since then as I am an apostle to

Gentiles, I glorify myministry,
14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh, and

may save some of them.
15 For if the rejection of them is the reconciling of the world, what would

their acceptance be, but life from the dead?
16 If the first fruit is holy, so is the lump. If the root is holy, so are the

branches.
17But if some of the brancheswere broken off, and you, being awild olive,

were grafted in among themandbecamepartakerwith themof the root and
of the richness of the olive tree,

18don’t boast over the branches. But if you boast, remember that it is not
you who support the root, but the root supports you.

19Youwill say then, “Brancheswere broken off, that Imight be grafted in.”
20 True; by their unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by your

faith. Don’t be conceited, but fear;
21 for if God didn’t spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.
22See then the goodness and severity ofGod. Toward thosewho fell, sever-

ity; but towardyou, goodness, if youcontinue inhis goodness; otherwiseyou
also will be cut off.

23They also, if they don’t continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for
God is able to graft them in again.

24 For if you were cut out of that which is by nature a wild olive tree, and
were grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree, howmuchmore will
these, which are the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be ignorant, brothers,* of this mystery, so
that you won’t be wise in your own conceits, that a partial hardening has
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in,

26and so all Israel will be saved. Even as it is written,
“There will come out of Zion the Deliverer,

and he will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.
27This is my covenant with them,

when I will take away their sins.”✡
28 Concerning the Good News, they are enemies for your sake. But

concerning the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sake.
29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
30For as you in time past were disobedient to God, but now have obtained

mercy by their disobedience,
31even so these also have nowbeen disobedient, that by themercy shown

to you theymay also obtainmercy.
✡ 11:10 Psalms 69:22,23 * 11:25 Theword for “brothers”here andwhere context allowsmay also
be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 11:27 Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah
31:33-34
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32For God has bound all to disobedience, that hemight havemercy on all.
33Oh thedepthof the richesbothof thewisdomand theknowledgeofGod!

How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out!
34 “For who has known themind of the Lord?

Or who has been his counselor?”✡
35 “Orwho has first given to him,

and it will be repaid to him again?”✡
36Forofhimand throughhimand tohimareall things. Tohimbe theglory

for ever! Amen.

12
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service.

2Don’t be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and
perfect will of God.

3For I say through the grace that was givenme, to everyonewho is among
you, not to thinkof yourselfmorehighly thanyouought to think; but to think
reasonably, as God has apportioned to each person ameasure of faith.

4 For even as we have many members in one body, and all the members
don’t have the same function,

5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
of one another,

6 having gifts differing according to the grace that was given to us: if
prophecy, let’s prophesy according to the proportion of our faith;

7 or service, let’s give ourselves to service; or he who teaches, to his
teaching;

8 or he who exhorts, to his exhorting; he who gives, let him do it with
generosity; he who rules, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheer-
fulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil. Cling to that
which is good.

10 In love of the brothers be tenderly affectionate to one another; in honor
prefer one another,

11not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,
12rejoicing inhope, enduring in troubles, continuing steadfastly inprayer,
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, and given to hospitality.
14Bless those who persecute you; bless, and don’t curse.
15Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep with those whoweep.
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Don’t set your mind on high

things, but associate with the humble. Don’t be wise in your own conceits.
17Repay no one evil for evil. Respect what is honorable in the sight of all

men.
18 If it is possible, as much as it is up to you, be at peace with all men.
19Don’t seek revenge yourselves, beloved, but give place to God’s wrath.

For it is written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay, says the Lord.” ✡
20Therefore

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
✡ 11:34 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 11:35 Job 41:11 ✡ 12:19 Deuteronomy 32:35
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If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in doing so, you will heap coals of fire on his head.”✡

21Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

13
1 Let every soul be in subjection to the higher authorities, for there is no

authority except from God, and those who exist are ordained by God.
2Therefore hewho resists the authority withstands the ordinance of God;

and those whowithstand will receive to themselves judgment.
3For rulers are not a terror to the goodwork, but to the evil. Do you desire

to have no fear of the authority? Do that which is good, and you will have
praise from the authority,

4 for he is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do that which is evil,
be afraid, for he doesn’t bear the sword in vain; for he is a servant of God, an
avenger for wrath to himwho does evil.

5 Therefore you need to be in subjection, not only because of the wrath,
but also for conscience’ sake.

6For this reason you also pay taxes, for they are servants of God’s service,
continually doing this very thing.

7 Therefore give everyone what you owe: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
customs, then customs; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his
neighbor has fulfilled the law.

9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not
murder,” “You shall not steal,”* “You shall not covet,” ✡ and whatever other
commandments there are, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”✡

10 Love doesn’t harm a neighbor. Love therefore is the fulfillment of the
law.

11Do this, knowing the time, that it is already time for you to awaken out
of sleep, for salvation is now nearer to us than whenwe first believed.

12 The night is far gone, and the day is near. Let’s therefore throw off the
deeds of darkness, and let’s put on the armor of light.

13Let’s walk properly, as in the day; not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in sexual promiscuity and lustful acts, and not in strife and jealousy.

14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, andmakenoprovision for the flesh, for
its lusts.

14
1Now accept one who is weak in faith, but not for disputes over opinions.
2 One man has faith to eat all things, but he who is weak eats only

vegetables.
3Don’t let him who eats despise him who doesn’t eat. Don’t let him who

doesn’t eat judge himwho eats, for God has accepted him.
4Who are you who judge another’s servant? To his own lord he stands or

falls. Yes, he will be made to stand, for God has power to make him stand.
5 One man esteems one day as more important. Another esteems every

day alike. Let eachman be fully assured in his ownmind.
✡ 12:20 Proverbs 25:21-22 * 13:9 TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,” ✡ 13:9 Exodus
20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy 5:17-19,21 ✡ 13:9 Leviticus 19:18
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6He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not
observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the
Lord, for he gives God thanks. Hewho doesn’t eat, to the Lord he doesn’t eat,
and gives God thanks.

7For none of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself.
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord. Or if we die, we die to the Lord. If

therefore we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
9For to this end Christ died, rose, and lived again, that hemight be Lord of

both the dead and the living.
10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ.

11For it is written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘to me every knee will bow.

Every tongue will confess to God.’ ”✡
12 So then each one of us will give account of himself to God.
13 Therefore let’s not judge one another any more, but judge this rather,

that no man put a stumbling block in his brother’s way, or an occasion for
falling.

14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean of
itself; except that to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is
unclean.

15Yet if becauseof foodyourbrother is grieved, youwalkno longer in love.
Don’t destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.

16Then don’t let your good be slandered,
17 for God’s Kingdom is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace,

and joy in the Holy Spirit.
18 For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and

approved bymen.
19 So then, let’s follow after things which make for peace, and things by

which wemay build one another up.
20Don’t overthrowGod’s work for food’s sake. All things indeed are clean,

however it is evil for that manwho creates a stumbling block by eating.
21 It is good to not eat meat, drink wine, nor do anything by which your

brother stumbles, is offended, or is made weak.
22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who

doesn’t judge himself in that which he approves.
23But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because it isn’t of faith; and

whatever is not of faith is sin.
24 Now to him who is able to establish you according to my Good News

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of themystery
which has been kept secret through long ages,

25but now is revealed, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the eternal God, ismade known for obedience of faith
to all the nations;

26 to the onlywiseGod, through Jesus Christ, towhombe the glory forever!
Amen.*

✡ 14:11 Isaiah 45:23 * 14:26 TR places verses 24-26 after Romans 16:24 as verses 25-27.
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15
1Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of the weak, and

not to please ourselves.
2 Let each one of us please his neighbor for that which is good, to be

building him up.
3 For even Christ didn’t please himself. But, as it is written, “The re-

proaches of those who reproached you fell onme.”✡
4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning,

that throughperseveranceand throughencouragementof theScriptureswe
might have hope.

5Now the God of perseverance and of encouragement grant you to be of
the samemindwith one another according to Christ Jesus,

6 thatwith one accord youmaywith onemouth glorify theGod and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another, even as Christ also accepted you,* to the
glory of God.

8Now I say that Christ has beenmade a servant of the circumcision for the
truth of God, that hemight confirm the promises given to the fathers,

9and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will give praise to you among the Gentiles

and sing to your name.”✡
10Again he says,

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”✡
11Again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!
Let all the peoples praise him.”✡

12Again, Isaiah says,
“There will be the root of Jesse,

he who arises to rule over the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”✡

13Nowmay theGodof hopefill youwith all joy andpeace inbelieving, that
youmay abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

14 Imyself amalsopersuadedaboutyou,mybrothers,† that youyourselves
are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish others.

15But I write the more boldly to you in part as reminding you, because of
the grace that was given to me by God,

16 that I should be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a
priest of the Good News of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be
made acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 I have thereforemy boasting in Christ Jesus in things pertaining to God.
18 For I will not dare to speak of any things except those which Christ

worked throughme for the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed,
19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of God’s Spirit; so that

from Jerusalem and around as far as to Illyricum, I have fully preached the
Good News of Christ;

✡ 15:3 Psalms 69:9 * 15:7 TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalms 18:49
✡ 15:10 Deuteronomy 32:43 ✡ 15:11 Psalms 117:1 ✡ 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 † 15:14 The word
for “brothers” here and where context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.”
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20 yes, making it my aim to preach the Good News, not where Christ was
already named, that I might not build on another’s foundation.

21But, as it is written,
“They will see, to whom no news of him came.

They who haven’t heard will understand.”✡
22Therefore also I was hindered these many times from coming to you,
23but now, no longer having any place in these regions, and having these

many years a longing to come to you,
24whenever I travel to Spain, I will come to you. For I hope to see you on

my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy
your company for a while.

25But now, I say, I am going to Jerusalem, serving the saints.
26 For it has been the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make a

certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are at Jerusalem.
27 Yes, it has been their good pleasure, and they are their debtors. For if

the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, they owe it
to them also to serve them inmaterial things.

28When therefore I have accomplished this, and have sealed to them this
fruit, I will go on by way of you to Spain.

29 I know thatwhen I come to you, Iwill come in the fullness of theblessing
of the Good News of Christ.

30Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the
Spirit, that you strive together withme in your prayers to God for me,

31 that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and
that my service which I have for Jerusalemmay be acceptable to the saints,

32 that I may come to you in joy through the will of God, and together with
you, find rest.

33Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is a servant* of the assembly

that is at Cenchreae,
2 that you receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and that

you assist her in whatever matter she may need from you, for she herself
also has been a helper of many, and of my own self.

3Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellowworkers in Christ Jesus,
4who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks,

but also all the assemblies of the Gentiles.
5Greet the assembly that is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved,

who is the first fruits of Achaia to Christ.
6Greet Mary, who laboredmuch for us.
7Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives andmy fellow prisoners, who

are notable among the apostles, who were also in Christ before me.
8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.
9Greet Urbanus, our fellowworker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.
10 Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the

household of Aristobulus.
11GreetHerodion,mykinsman. Greet themof thehousehold ofNarcissus,

who are in the Lord.
✡ 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 * 16:1 or, deacon
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12Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labor in the Lord. Greet Persis, the
beloved, who laboredmuch in the Lord.

13Greet Rufus, the chosen in the Lord, and his mother andmine.
14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the broth-

ers†who are with them.
15Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all

the saints who are with them.
16Greet one another with a holy kiss. The assemblies of Christ greet you.
17NowIbegyou, brothers, lookout for thosewhoare causing thedivisions

and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrinewhich you learned, and
turn away from them.

18For those who are such don’t serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of
the innocent.

19 For your obedience has become known to all. I rejoice therefore over
you. But I desire to have youwise in that which is good, but innocent in that
which is evil.

20And the God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
21Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipa-

ter, my relatives.
22 I, Tertius, who write the letter, greet you in the Lord.
23Gaius, my host and host of the whole assembly, greets you. Erastus, the

treasurer of the city, greets you, as does Quartus, the brother.
24The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! Amen.
25 ‡

† 16:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothersandsisters”or “siblings.” ‡ 16:25 TRplacesRomans14:24-26at theendofRomans instead
of at the end of chapter 14, and numbers these verses 16:25-27.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ* through the will of God, and

our brother Sosthenes,
2 to the assembly of God which is at Corinth—those who are sanctified in

Christ Jesus, called saints, with all who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place, both theirs and ours:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I always thank my God concerning you for the grace of God which was

given you in Christ Jesus,
5 that in everything you were enriched in him, in all speech and all

knowledge—
6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you—
7 so that you come behind in no gift, waiting for the revelation of our Lord

Jesus Christ,
8whowill also confirm you until the end, blameless in the day of our Lord

Jesus Christ.
9God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of his

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
10Now I beg you, brothers,† through the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,

that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfected together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.

11 For it has been reported to me concerning you, my brothers, by those
who are from Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now I mean this, that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” “I follow
Apollos,” “I follow Cephas,” and, “I follow Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? WasPaul crucified for you? Orwere youbaptized into
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15 so that no one should say that I had baptized you into my own name.
16 (I also baptized the household of Stephanas; besides them, I don’t know

whether I baptized any other.)
17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Good News—not in

wisdom of words, so that the cross of Christ wouldn’t be made void.
18For theword of the cross is foolishness to thosewho are dying, but to us

who are being saved it is the power of God.
19For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.
I will bring the discernment of the discerning to nothing.”✡

20Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Hasn’t Godmade foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom
didn’t know God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the
preaching to save those who believe.

22For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek after wisdom,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:19 Isaiah 29:14
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23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolish-
ness to Greeks,

24but to thosewho are called, both Jews andGreeks, Christ is the power of
God and the wisdom of God;

25 because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger thanmen.

26 For you see your calling, brothers, that not many are wise according to
the flesh, not manymighty, and not many noble;

27but God chose the foolish things of theworld that hemight put to shame
those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world that he might
put to shame the things that are strong.

28Godchose the lowly thingsof theworld, and the things that aredespised,
and the things that don’t exist, that hemight bring to nothing the things that
exist,

29 that no flesh should boast before God.
30 Because of him, you are in Christ Jesus, who was made to us wisdom

from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,
31 that, as it is written, “Hewho boasts, let him boast in the Lord.”✡

2
1When I came to you, brothers, I didn’t comewith excellence of speech or

of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.
2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ

and him crucified.
3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and inmuch trembling.
4My speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of human

wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
5 that your faith wouldn’t stand in thewisdom ofmen, but in the power of

God.
6 We speak wisdom, however, among those who are full grown, yet a

wisdom not of this world nor of the rulers of this world who are coming to
nothing.

7 But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom that has been
hidden, which God foreordained before the worlds for our glory,

8which none of the rulers of this world has known. For had they known
it, they wouldn’t have crucified the Lord of glory.

9But as it is written,
“Things which an eye didn’t see, and an ear didn’t hear,

which didn’t enter into the heart of man,
these God has prepared for those who love him.”✡

10But to us, God revealed them through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
all things, yes, the deep things of God.

11 For who among men knows the things of a man except the spirit of the
manwhich is in him? Even so, no one knows the things of God except God’s
Spirit.

12But we received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from
God, that wemight know the things that were freely given to us by God.

13We also speak these things, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches
but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual
things.
✡ 1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 ✡ 2:9 Isaiah 64:4
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14Now the natural man doesn’t receive the things of God’s Spirit, for they
are foolishness to him; and he can’t know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

15But hewho is spiritual discerns all things, and he himself is to be judged
by no one.

16 “For who has known themind of the Lord that he should instruct him?”
✡ But we have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to

babies in Christ.
2 I fed youwithmilk, notwith solid food, for youweren’t yet ready. Indeed,

you aren’t ready even now,
3 for youare still fleshly. For insofar as there is jealousy, strife, and factions

among you, aren’t you fleshly, and don’t you walk in the ways of men?
4Forwhen one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I followApollos,” aren’t

you fleshly?
5Who then is Apollos, and who is Paul, but servants through whom you

believed, and each as the Lord gave to him?
6 I planted. Apollos watered. But God gave the increase.
7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God

who gives the increase.
8Nowhewhoplants andhewhowaters are the same, but eachwill receive

his own reward according to his own labor.
9For we are God’s fellowworkers. You are God’s farming, God’s building.
10According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master

builder I laid a foundation, and another builds on it. But let each man be
careful how he builds on it.

11For no one can lay any other foundation than that which has been laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

12 But if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, costly stones,
wood, hay, or straw,

13eachman’s workwill be revealed. For the Daywill declare it, because it
is revealed in fire; and the fire itself will test what sort of work each man’s
work is.

14 If anyman’swork remainswhichhebuilt on it, hewill receive a reward.
15 If any man’s work is burned, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be

saved, but as through fire.
16Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in

you?
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, Godwill destroy him; for God’s temple

is holy, which you are.
18Let no one deceive himself. If anyone thinks that he is wise among you

in this world, let him become a fool that hemay becomewise.
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written,

“He has taken the wise in their craftiness.”✡
20 And again, “The Lord knows the reasoning of the wise, that it is

worthless.”✡
21Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours,

✡ 2:16 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 3:19 Job 5:13 ✡ 3:20 Psalms 94:11
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22whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come. All are yours,

23and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

4
1 So let a man think of us as Christ’s servants and stewards of God’s

mysteries.
2Here, moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.
3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you, or by

a human court. Yes, I don’t even judgemy own self.
4 For I know nothing against myself. Yet I am not justified by this, but he

who judges me is the Lord.
5Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will

both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of
the hearts. Then eachmanwill get his praise from God.

6Now these things, brothers, I have in a figure transferred to myself and
Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to think beyond the
thingswhich arewritten, that none of you be puffed up against one another.

7 For who makes you different? And what do you have that you didn’t
receive? But if youdid receive it, whydo youboast as if youhadnot received
it?

8You are already filled. You have already become rich. You have come to
reignwithout us. Yes, and Iwish that you did reign, that we alsomight reign
with you!

9 For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last of all, like men
sentenced to death. Forwe aremade a spectacle to theworld, both to angels
andmen.

10We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak,
but you are strong. You have honor, but we have dishonor.

11Even to this present hour we hunger, thirst, are naked, are beaten, and
have no certain dwelling place.

12We toil, working with our own hands. When people curse us, we bless.
Being persecuted, we endure.

13 Being defamed, we entreat. We are made as the filth of the world, the
dirt wiped off by all, even until now.

14 I don’t write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my
beloved children.

15For though you have ten thousand tutors in Christ, you don’t havemany
fathers. For in Christ Jesus, I became your father through the Good News.

16 I beg you therefore, be imitators of me.
17 Because of this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and

faithful child in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways which are in
Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every assembly.

18Now some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you.
19But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord is willing. And I will know, not

the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.
20For God’s Kingdom is not in word, but in power.
21What do youwant? Shall I come to youwith a rod, or in love and a spirit

of gentleness?
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5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and

such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles, that one
has his father’s wife.

2 You are arrogant, and didn’t mourn instead, that he who had done this
deedmight be removed from among you.

3 For I most certainly, as being absent in body but present in spirit, have
already, as though I were present, judged himwho has done this thing.

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together
withmy spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5you are to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

6Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the
whole lump?

7 Purge out the old yeast, that you may be a new lump, even as you are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed in our
place.

8 Therefore let’s keep the feast, not with old yeast, neither with the yeast
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.

9 I wrote to you inmy letter to have no companywith sexual sinners;
10 yet not at all meaning with the sexual sinners of this world, or with the

covetous and extortionists, or with idolaters, for then you would have to
leave the world.

11 But as it is, I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who is called a
brother who is a sexual sinner, or covetous, or an idolater, or a slanderer, or
a drunkard, or an extortionist. Don’t even eat with such a person.

12For what do I have to dowith also judging those who are outside? Don’t
you judge those who are within?

13But those who are outside, God judges. “Put away the wickedman from
among yourselves.”✡

6
1Dare any of you, having a matter against his neighbor, go to law before

the unrighteous, and not before the saints?
2Don’t you know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is

judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
3Don’t you know that we will judge angels? Howmuch more, things that

pertain to this life?
4 If then you have to judge things pertaining to this life, do you set them to

judge who are of no account in the assembly?
5 I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t there even one wise man among

youwhowould be able to decide between his brothers?
6But brother goes to lawwith brother, and that before unbelievers!
7 Therefore it is already altogether a defect in you that you have lawsuits

one with another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be
defrauded?

8 No, but you yourselves do wrong and defraud, and that against your
brothers.
✡ 5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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9Or don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s Kingdom?
Don’t be deceived. Neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulter-
ers, nor male prostitutes, nor homosexuals,

10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor extortion-
ists, will inherit God’s Kingdom.

11Some of youwere such, but youwere washed. Youwere sanctified. You
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in the Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are expedient. “All
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be brought under the power of
anything.

13 “Foods for the belly, and the belly for foods,” but God will bring to
nothing both it and them. But the body is not for sexual immorality, but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

14NowGod raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up by his power.
15 Don’t you know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then

take themembers of Christ andmake themmembers of a prostitute? May it
never be!

16Or don’t you know that hewho is joined to a prostitute is one body? For,
“The two”, he says, “will become one flesh.”✡

17But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
18Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin that aman does is outside the body,”

but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.
19Or don’t you know that your body is a temple of theHoly Spirit who is in

you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,
20 for you were bought with a price. Therefore glorify God in your body

and in your spirit, which are God’s.

7
1Now concerning the things about which youwrote to me: it is good for a

man not to touch a woman.
2But, because of sexual immoralities, let eachmanhave his ownwife, and

let each woman have her own husband.
3Let the husband give his wife the affection owed her,* and likewise also

the wife her husband.
4 The wife doesn’t have authority over her own body, but the husband

does. Likewise also the husband doesn’t have authority over his own body,
but the wife does.

5Don’t deprive one another, unless it is by consent for a season, that you
may give yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may be together again, that
Satan doesn’t tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

6But this I say by way of concession, not of commandment.
7Yet I wish that all menwere likeme. However, eachman has his own gift

from God, one of this kind, and another of that kind.
8 But I say to the unmarried and to widows, it is good for them if they

remain even as I am.
9But if they don’t have self-control, let themmarry. For it’s better tomarry

than to burn with passion.
10 But to the married I command—not I, but the Lord—that the wife not

leave her husband

✡ 6:16 Genesis 2:24 * 7:3 NUand TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed her”.
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11 (but if she departs, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to
her husband), and that the husband not leave his wife.

12 But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if any brother has an unbelieving
wife, and she is content to live with him, let him not leave her.

13 The woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he is content to live
with her, let her not leave her husband.

14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbeliev-
ing wife is sanctified in the husband. Otherwise your children would be
unclean, but now they are holy.

15Yet if the unbeliever departs, let there be separation. The brother or the
sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us in peace.

16 For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or
how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

17Only, as the Lord has distributed to eachman, as God has called each, so
let himwalk. So I command in all the assemblies.

18 Was anyone called having been circumcised? Let him not become
uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be
circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what
matters is keeping God’s commandments.

20Let eachman stay in that calling in which he was called.
21Were you called being a bondservant? Don’t let that bother you, but if

you get an opportunity to become free, use it.
22For hewhowas called in the Lord being a bondservant is the Lord’s free

man. Likewise he whowas called being free is Christ’s bondservant.
23Youwere bought with a price. Don’t become bondservants of men.
24Brothers, let eachman, inwhatever condition hewas called, stay in that

condition with God.
25Now concerning virgins, I have no commandment from the Lord, but

I give my judgment as one who has obtained mercy from the Lord to be
trustworthy.

26Therefore I think that because of the distress that is on us, it’s good for a
man to remain as he is.

27 Are you bound to a wife? Don’t seek to be freed. Are you free from a
wife? Don’t seek a wife.

28 But if you marry, you have not sinned. If a virgin marries, she has not
sinned. Yet such will have oppression in the flesh, and I want to spare you.

29But I say this, brothers: the time is short. From now on, both those who
have wives may be as though they had none;

30and thosewhoweep, as though they didn’tweep; and thosewho rejoice,
as though they didn’t rejoice; and those who buy, as though they didn’t
possess;

31and those who use the world, as not using it to the fullest. For the mode
of this world passes away.

32 But I desire to have you to be free from cares. He who is unmarried is
concerned for the things of the Lord, how hemay please the Lord;

33 but he who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how
hemay please his wife.

34 There is also a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried
woman cares about the things of the Lord, that shemay be holy both in body
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and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world—
how shemay please her husband.

35 This I say for your own benefit, not that I may ensnare you, but for
that which is appropriate, and that you may attend to the Lord without
distraction.

36 But if any man thinks that he is behaving inappropriately toward his
virgin, if she is past the flower of her age, and if need so requires, let him do
what he desires. He doesn’t sin. Let themmarry.

37 But he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no urgency, but has
power over his own will, and has determined in his own heart to keep his
own virgin, does well.

38 So then both he who gives his own virgin inmarriage does well, and he
who doesn’t give her inmarriage does better.

39 A wife is bound by law for as long as her husband lives; but if the
husband is dead, she is free to be married to whomever she desires, only
in the Lord.

40But she is happier if she stays as she is, inmy judgment, and I think that
I also have God’s Spirit.

8
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols: We know that we all have

knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
2But if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he doesn’t yet know as he

ought to know.
3But anyone who loves God is known by him.
4 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know

that no idol is anything in the world, and that there is no other God but one.
5For though thereare things thatarecalled “gods”,whether in theheavens

or on earth—as there are many “gods” andmany “lords”—
6 yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for

him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we live
through him.

7However, that knowledge isn’t in all men. But some, with consciousness
of an idol until now, eat as of a thing sacrificed to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled.

8But food will not commend us to God. For neither, if we don’t eat are we
the worse, nor if we eat are we the better.

9 But be careful that by no means does this liberty of yours become a
stumbling block to the weak.

10 For if a man sees you who have knowledge sitting in an idol’s temple,
won’t his conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened to eat things sacrificed to
idols?

11And through your knowledge, he who is weak perishes, the brother for
whose sake Christ died.

12 Thus, sinning against the brothers, and wounding their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ.

13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will eat no meat
forever more, that I don’t cause my brother to stumble.

9
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Haven’t I seen Jesus Christ, our Lord?

Aren’t youmywork in the Lord?
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2 If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for you are the
seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

3My defense to those who examineme is this:
4Have we no right to eat and to drink?
5Have we no right to take along a wife who is a believer, even as the rest

of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
6Or have only Barnabas and I no right to not work?
7What soldier ever serves at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard,

and doesn’t eat of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and doesn’t drink from the
flock’s milk?

8Do I speak these things according to theways ofmen? Or doesn’t the law
also say the same thing?

9For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it
treads out the grain.”✡ Is it for the oxen that God cares,

10or does he say it assuredly for our sake? Yes, it waswritten for our sake,
because he who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope
should partake of his hope.

11 If we sowed to you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we reap your
fleshly things?

12 If others partake of this right over you, don’t we yet more?
Nevertheless we didn’t use this right, but we bear all things, that we may

cause no hindrance to the Good News of Christ.
13Don’t you know that thosewho serve around sacred things eat from the

things of the temple, and thosewhowait on the altar have their portionwith
the altar?

14 Even so the Lord ordained that those who proclaim the Good News
should live from the Good News.

15But I have used none of these things, and I don’t write these things that
itmay be done so inmy case; for Iwould rather die, than that anyone should
makemy boasting void.

16 For if I preach the Good News, I have nothing to boast about, for
necessity is laid onme; but woe is to me if I don’t preach the Good News.

17For if I do this ofmy ownwill, I have a reward. But if not ofmy ownwill,
I have a stewardship entrusted to me.

18What then is my reward? That when I preach the Good News, I may
present the Good News of Christ without charge, so as not to abuse my
authority in the Good News.

19 For though I was free from all, I brought myself under bondage to all,
that I might gain themore.

20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to those who are
under the law, as under the law,* that I might gain those who are under the
law;

21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law
toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are
without law.

22To theweak Ibecameasweak, that Imight gain theweak. I havebecome
all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.

23NowIdo this for the sakeof theGoodNews, that Imaybea joint partaker
of it.
✡ 9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4 * 9:20 NU adds: though I myself am not under the law
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24Don’t you know that thosewho run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run like that, so that youmaywin.

25Every man who strives in the games exercises self-control in all things.
Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore run like that, not aimlessly. I fight like that, not beating the
air,

27but I beatmy body and bring it into submission, lest by anymeans, after
I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.

10
1Now I would not have you ignorant, brothers, that our fathers were all

under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
2andwere all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
3and all ate the same spiritual food;
4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of a spiritual rock

that followed them, and the rock was Christ.
5 However with most of them, God was not well pleased, for they were

overthrown in the wilderness.
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust

after evil things as they also lusted.
7Don’t be idolaters, as some of themwere. As it is written, “The people sat

down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”✡
8Let’s not commit sexual immorality, as some of them committed, and in

one day twenty-three thousand fell.
9 Let’s not test Christ,* as some of them tested, and perished by the

serpents.
10 Don’t grumble, as some of them also grumbled, and perished by the

destroyer.
11 Now all these things happened to them by way of example, and they

were written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have come.
12Therefore let himwho thinks he stands be careful that he doesn’t fall.
13 No temptation has taken you except what is common to man. God is

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, but
will with the temptation also make the way of escape, that you may be able
to endure it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.
15 I speak as to wise men. Judge what I say.
16 The cup of blessing which we bless, isn’t it a sharing of the blood of

Christ? The bread which we break, isn’t it a sharing of the body of Christ?
17Because there is one loaf of bread, we, who are many, are one body; for

we all partake of the one loaf of bread.
18Consider Israel according to the flesh. Don’t thosewho eat the sacrifices

participate in the altar?
19What am I saying then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or

that an idol is anything?
20 But I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to

demons and not to God, and I don’t desire that you would have fellowship
with demons.

✡ 10:7 Exodus 32:6 * 10:9 NU reads “the Lord” instead of “Christ”.
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21 You can’t both drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You
can’t both partake of the table of the Lord and of the table of demons.

22Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?
23 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are profitable. “All

things are lawful for me,” but not all things build up.
24Let no one seek his own, but each one his neighbor’s good.
25Whatever is sold in thebutcher shop, eat, askingnoquestion for the sake

of conscience,
26 for “the earth is the Lord’s, and its fullness.”✡
27But if one of those who don’t believe invites you to a meal, and you are

inclined to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking no questions for the
sake of conscience.

28But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” don’t eat it for the
sake of the one who told you, and for the sake of conscience. For “the earth
is the Lord’s, with all its fullness.”

29 Conscience, I say, not your own, but the other’s conscience. For why is
my liberty judged by another conscience?

30 If I partakewith thankfulness, why am Idenounced for something I give
thanks for?

31Whether therefore you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.

32 Give no occasion for stumbling, whether to Jews, to Greeks, or to the
assembly of God;

33even as I also please allmen in all things, not seekingmy ownprofit, but
the profit of themany, that theymay be saved.

11
1Be imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ.
2Now I praise you, brothers, that you rememberme in all things, and hold

firm the traditions, even as I delivered them to you.
3But Iwould have you know that the head* of everyman is Christ, and the

head† of the woman is man, and the head‡ of Christ is God.
4Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors

his head.
5 But every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered

dishonors her head. For it is one and the same thing as if she were shaved.
6 For if a woman is not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But if it is

shameful for a woman to have her hair cut off or be shaved, let her be
covered.

7 For a man indeed ought not to have his head covered, because he is the
image and glory of God, but the woman is the glory of theman.

8Forman is not fromwoman, but woman fromman;
9 for manwasn’t created for the woman, but woman for theman.
10 For this cause the woman ought to have authority over her own head,

because of the angels.
11 Nevertheless, neither is the woman independent of the man, nor the

man independent of the woman, in the Lord.
12For as woman came fromman, so a man also comes through a woman;

but all things are from God.
✡ 10:26 Psalms 24:1 * 11:3 or, origin † 11:3 or, origin ‡ 11:3 or, origin
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13 Judge for yourselves. Is it appropriate that a woman pray to God
unveiled?

14 Doesn’t even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a
dishonor to him?

15But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her, for her hair is given to
her for a covering.

16But if anymanseems tobecontentious,wehavenosuchcustom,neither
do God’s assemblies.

17 But in giving you this command I don’t praise you, because you come
together not for the better but for the worse.

18 For first of all, when you come together in the assembly, I hear that
divisions exist among you, and I partly believe it.

19For there alsomust be factions among you, that thosewho are approved
may be revealed among you.

20When therefore you assemble yourselves together, it is not the Lord’s
supper that you eat.

21 For in your eating each one takes his own supper first. One is hungry,
and another is drunken.

22What, don’t you have houses to eat and to drink in? Or do you despise
God’s assembly and put them to shamewho don’t have enough? What shall
I tell you? Shall I praise you? In this I don’t praise you.

23For I received from the Lord that which also I delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night in which he was betrayed took bread.

24When he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “Take, eat. This is my
body, which is broken for you. Do this in memory of me.”

25 In the same way he also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink, in memory of
me.”

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks the Lord’s cup in a way
unworthy of the Lord will be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.

28But let aman examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink
of the cup.

29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy way eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he doesn’t discern the Lord’s body.

30For this causemanyamongyouareweak and sickly, andnot a few sleep.
31For if we discerned ourselves, we wouldn’t be judged.
32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, that we may

not be condemnedwith the world.
33 Therefore, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one

another.
34But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest your coming together

be for judgment. The rest I will set in order whenever I come.

12
1Now concerning spiritual things, brothers, I don’t want you to be igno-

rant.
2 You know that when you were heathen,* you were led away to those

mute idols, however youmight be led.

* 12:2 or Gentiles
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3Therefore Imakeknowntoyou thatnomanspeakingbyGod’s Spirit says,
“Jesus is accursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” but by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord.
6 There are various kinds of workings, but the same God who works all

things in all.
7But to each one is given themanifestation of the Spirit for the profit of all.
8For to one is given through the Spirit theword ofwisdom, and to another

the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healings by the

same Spirit,
10 and to another workings of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to

another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of languages, and to
another the interpretation of languages.

11But theoneand the sameSpirit producesall of these, distributing toeach
one separately as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, beingmany, are one body; so also is Christ.

13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all given to drink into one Spirit.

14For the body is not onemember, but many.
15 If the footwould say, “Because I’mnot thehand, I’mnotpart of thebody,”

it is not therefore not part of the body.
16 If the ear would say, “Because I’mnot the eye, I’mnot part of the body,”

it’s not therefore not part of the body.
17 If thewholebodywereaneye,wherewould thehearingbe? If thewhole

were hearing, where would the smelling be?
18But nowGod has set themembers, each one of them, in the body, just as

he desired.
19 If they were all onemember, where would the body be?
20But now they aremanymembers, but one body.
21 The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no need for you,” or again the head

to the feet, “I have no need for you.”
22No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker

are necessary.
23 Those parts of the body which we think to be less honorable, on those

we bestow more abundant honor; and our unpresentable parts have more
abundant modesty,

24while our presentable parts have no such need. But God composed the
body together, givingmore abundant honor to the inferior part,

25 that there should be no division in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another.

26When one member suffers, all the members suffer with it. When one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

27Now you are the body of Christ, andmembers individually.
28God has set some in the assembly: first apostles, second prophets, third

teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of healings, helps, governments,
and various kinds of languages.

29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all miracle
workers?
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30Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with various languages? Do
all interpret?

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. Moreover, I show a most excellent
way to you.

13
1 If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but don’t have love, I

have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge,

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but don’t have love, I am
nothing.

3 If I give away all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be
burned, but don’t have love, it profits me nothing.

4 Love is patient and is kind. Love doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not
proud,

5 doesn’t behave itself inappropriately, doesn’t seek its own way, is not
provoked, takes no account of evil;

6doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all

things.
8Love never fails. Butwhere there are prophecies, theywill be done away

with. Where there are various languages, they will cease. Where there is
knowledge, it will be done away with.

9For we know in part and we prophesy in part;
10 but when that which is complete has come, then that which is partial

will be done awaywith.
11When Iwas a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child.

Now that I have become aman, I have put away childish things.
12 For nowwe see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in

part, but then I will know fully, even as I was also fully known.
13But now faith, hope, and love remain—these three. The greatest of these

is love.

14
1 Follow after love and earnestly desire spiritual gifts, but especially that

youmay prophesy.
2For hewho speaks in another language speaks not tomen, but to God, for

no one understands, but in the Spirit he speaks mysteries.
3But he who prophesies speaks to men for their edification, exhortation,

and consolation.
4He who speaks in another language edifies himself, but he who prophe-

sies edifies the assembly.
5Now I desire to have you all speak with other languages, but even more

that you would prophesy. For he is greater who prophesies than he who
speakswith other languages, unless he interprets, that the assemblymay be
built up.

6But now, brothers,* if I come to you speakingwith other languages, what
would I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation, or of
knowledge, or of prophesying, or of teaching?
* 14:6 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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7 Even lifeless things that make a sound, whether pipe or harp, if they
didn’t give a distinction in the sounds, howwould it be knownwhat is piped
or harped?

8For if the trumpet gave an uncertain sound, whowould prepare himself
for war?

9 So also you, unless you uttered by the tongue words easy to understand,
howwould it be knownwhat is spoken? For youwould be speaking into the
air.

10There are, it may be, somany kinds of languages in theworld, and none
of them is without meaning.

11 If then I don’t know themeaning of the language, I would be to himwho
speaks a foreigner, and he who speaks would be a foreigner to me.

12 So also you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, seek that you may
abound to the building up of the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks in another language pray that he may
interpret.

14For if I pray in another language,my spirit prays, butmyunderstanding
is unfruitful.

15 What should I do? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with
the understanding also. I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the
understanding also.

16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who fills the place
of the unlearned say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, seeing he doesn’t
knowwhat you say?

17For youmost certainly give thankswell, but the other person is not built
up.

18 I thankmy God, I speak with other languages more than you all.
19 However, in the assembly I would rather speak five words with my

understanding, that I might instruct others also, than ten thousand words
in another language.

20 Brothers, don’t be children in thoughts, yet in malice be babies, but in
thoughts bemature.

21 In the law it is written, “By men of strange languages and by the lips of
strangers I will speak to this people. They won’t even listen to me that way,
says the Lord.”✡

22 Therefore other languages are for a sign, not to those who believe, but
to the unbelieving; but prophesying is for a sign, not to the unbelieving, but
to those who believe.

23 If therefore thewholeassembly is assembled togetherandall speakwith
other languages, and unlearned or unbelieving people come in, won’t they
say that you are crazy?

24But if all prophesy, and someone unbelieving or unlearned comes in, he
is reproved by all, and he is judged by all.

25And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed. So he will fall down on
his face and worship God, declaring that God is among you indeed.

26What is it then, brothers? When you come together, each one of you has
a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has another language, or has an
interpretation. Let all things be done to build each other up.

27 If any man speaks in another language, let there be two, or at the most
three, and in turn; and let one interpret.
✡ 14:21 Isaiah 28:11-12
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28But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the assembly, and let
him speak to himself and to God.

29Let two or three of the prophets speak, and let the others discern.
30But if a revelation is made to another sitting by, let the first keep silent.
31 For you all can prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be

exhorted.
32The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets,
33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the assemblies of

the saints.
34 Let the wives be quiet in the assemblies, for it has not been permitted

for them to be talking except in submission, as the law also says,✡
35 if they desire to learn anything. “Let them ask their own husbands at

home, for it is shameful for a wife to be talking in the assembly.”
36What!? Was it from you that the word of God went out? Or did it come

to you alone?
37 If anyman thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize

the thingswhich I write to you, that they are the commandment of the Lord.
38But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.
39 Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to prophesy, and don’t forbid

speaking with other languages.
40Let all things be done decently and in order.

15
1Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good News which I preached to you,

which also you received, in which you also stand,
2bywhichalsoyouare saved, if youholdfirmly thewordwhich Ipreached

to you—unless you believed in vain.
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ

died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the

Scriptures,
5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6Then he appeared to over five hundred brothers at once, most of whom

remain until now, but some have also fallen asleep.
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,
8 and last of all, as to the child born at the wrong time, he appeared to me

also.
9For I amthe least of theapostles,who isnotworthy tobecalledanapostle,

because I persecuted the assembly of God.
10But by the grace of God I amwhat I am. His gracewhichwas given tome

was not futile, but I workedmore than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of
God which was withme.

11Whether then it is I or they, so we preach, and so you believed.
12Now if Christ is preached, that he has been raised from the dead, how

do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
13But if there isno resurrectionof thedead, neitherhasChrist been raised.
14 If Christ hasnot been raised, thenourpreaching is in vainandyour faith

also is in vain.
✡ 14:34 Deuteronomy 27:9
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15Yes, we are also found falsewitnesses of God, becausewe testified about
God thathe raisedupChrist,whomhedidn’t raiseup if it is true that thedead
are not raised.

16For if the dead aren’t raised, neither has Christ been raised.
17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins.
18Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ have perished.
19 If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most

pitiable.
20But now Christ has been raised from the dead. He became the first fruit

of those who are asleep.
21For since death came byman, the resurrection of the dead also came by

man.
22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then those who are

Christ’s at his coming.
24 Then the end comes, when he will deliver up the Kingdom to God the

Father, when he will have abolished all rule and all authority and power.
25For hemust reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
27 For, “He put all things in subjection under his feet.”✡ But when he

says, “All things are put in subjection”, it is evident that he is excepted who
subjected all things to him.

28 When all things have been subjected to him, then the Son will also
himself be subjected to him who subjected all things to him, that God may
be all in all.

29 Or else what will they do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead
aren’t raised at all, why then are they baptized for the dead?

30Why dowe also stand in jeopardy every hour?
31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I

die daily.
32 If I fought with animals at Ephesus for human purposes, what does it

profitme? If the dead are not raised, then “let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow
we die.”✡

33Don’t be deceived! “Evil companionships corrupt goodmorals.”
34Wake up righteously and don’t sin, for some have no knowledge of God.

I say this to your shame.
35But someonewill say, “How are the dead raised?” and, “Withwhat kind

of body do they come?”
36You foolish one, that which you yourself sow is not made alive unless it

dies.
37Thatwhichyousow, youdon’t sowthebody thatwill be, butabaregrain,

maybe of wheat, or of some other kind.
38But God gives it a body even as it pleased him, and to each seed a body

of its own.
39All flesh is not the sameflesh, but there is oneflesh ofmen, anotherflesh

of animals, another of fish, and another of birds.
40There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the

celestial differs from that of the terrestrial.
41 There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another

glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.
✡ 15:27 Psalms 8:6 ✡ 15:32 Isaiah 22:13
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42So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown perishable; it is
raised imperishable.

43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is
raised in power.

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural
body and there is also a spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, “The first man Adam became a living soul.” ✡ The
last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46However, thatwhich is spiritual isn’t first, but thatwhich isnatural, then
that which is spiritual.

47The first man is of the earth, made of dust. The second man is the Lord
from heaven.

48 As is the one made of dust, such are those who are also made of dust;
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

49As we have borne the image of those made of dust, let’s* also bear the
image of the heavenly.

50 Now I say this, brothers,† that flesh and blood can’t inherit God’s
Kingdom; neither does the perishable inherit imperishable.

51 Behold,‡ I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed,

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will
be changed.

53 For this perishable body must become imperishable, and this mortal
must put on immortality.

54 But when this perishable body will have become imperishable, and
this mortal will have put on immortality, then what is written will happen:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”✡
55 “Death, where is your sting?

Hades,§ where is your victory?”✡
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.

16
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I commanded the

assemblies of Galatia, you do likewise.
2On thefirst day of everyweek, let each one of you save as hemayprosper,

that no collections are made when I come.
3When I arrive, Iwill sendwhoever youapprovewith letters to carry your

gracious gift to Jerusalem.
4 If it is appropriate for me to go also, they will go withme.

✡ 15:45 Genesis 2:7 * 15:49 NU, TR read “we will” instead of “let’s” † 15:50 The word for
“brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ‡ 15:51 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection. ✡ 15:54 Isaiah 25:8 § 15:55 or, Hell ✡ 15:55 See Hosea 13:14
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5 I will come to you when I have passed through Macedonia, for I am
passing throughMacedonia.

6But with you it may be that I will stay with you, or evenwinter with you,
that youmay sendme onmy journey wherever I go.

7For I donotwish to see younow inpassing, but I hope to stay awhilewith
you, if the Lord permits.

8But I will stay at Ephesus until Pentecost,
9 for a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many

adversaries.
10Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without fear, for he does

the work of the Lord, as I also do.
11Therefore let no one despise him. But set him forward on his journey in

peace, that hemay come tome; for I expect himwith the brothers.
12 Now concerning Apollos the brother, I strongly urged him to come to

you with the brothers, but it was not at all his desire to come now; but he
will comewhen he has an opportunity.

13Watch! Stand firm in the faith! Be courageous! Be strong!
14Let all that you do be done in love.
15Now I beg you, brothers—you know the house of Stephanas, that it is the

first fruits of Achaia, and that they have set themselves to serve the saints—
16 that you also be in subjection to such, and to everyone who helps in the

work and labors.
17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus; for that

which was lacking on your part, they supplied.
18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge those

who are like that.
19The assemblies of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet youwarmly

in the Lord, together with the assembly that is in their house.
20All the brothers greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
21This greeting is byme, Paul, with my own hand.
22 If anyman doesn’t love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be cursed.* Come,

Lord!†
23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.

* 16:22 Greek: anathema. † 16:22 Aramaic: Maranatha!
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through thewill of God, and Timothy our

brother, to the assembly of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who
are in the whole of Achaia:

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

mercies and God of all comfort,
4whocomforts us in all our affliction, thatwemaybeable to comfort those

who are in any affliction, through the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound to us, even so our comfort also
abounds through Christ.

6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we
are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you the patient
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer.

7Our hope for you is steadfast, knowing that, since you are partakers of
the sufferings, so you are also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have you uninformed, brothers,† concerning
our affliction which happened to us in Asia: that we were weighed down
exceedingly, beyond our power, so much that we despaired even of life.

9Yes, we ourselves have had the sentence of death within ourselves, that
we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead,

10who delivered us out of so great a death, and does deliver, on whomwe
have set our hope that he will also still deliver us,

11 you also helping together on our behalf by your supplication; that, for
the gift given to us bymeans ofmany, thanksmay be given bymany persons
on your behalf.

12For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that in holiness
and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we
behaved ourselves in the world, andmore abundantly toward you.

13 For we write no other things to you than what you read or even
acknowledge, and I hope you will acknowledge to the end—

14as also you acknowledged us in part—thatwe are your boasting, even as
you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was determined to come first to you, that youmight
have a second benefit,

16 and by you to pass into Macedonia, and again fromMacedonia to come
to you, and to be sent forward by you onmy journey to Judea.

17When I therefore planned this, did I show fickleness? Or the things that
I plan, do I plan according to the flesh, thatwithme there should be the “Yes,
yes” and the “No, no?”

18But as God is faithful, our word toward you was not “Yes and no.”
19For the SonofGod, Jesus Christ, whowas preached among youbyus—by

me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not “Yes and no,” but in him is “Yes.”
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:8 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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20 For however many are the promises of God, in him is the “Yes.” There-
fore also through him is the “Amen”, to the glory of God through us.

21Now hewho establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God,
22who also sealed us and gave us the down payment of the Spirit in our

hearts.
23But I call God for awitness tomy soul, that to spare you, I didn’t come to

Corinth.
24We don’t control your faith, but are fellow workers with you for your

joy. For you stand firm in faith.

2
1 But I determined this for myself, that I would not come to you again in

sorrow.
2For if Imake you grieve, thenwhowillmakeme glad but hewho ismade

to grieve byme?
3And I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came, I wouldn’t have

sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all
that my joy would be shared by all of you.

4For out ofmuch affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to youwithmany
tears, not that you should be made to grieve, but that you might know the
love that I have so abundantly for you.

5But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrownot tome, but in part
(that I not press too heavily) to you all.

6This punishment whichwas inflicted by themany is sufficient for such a
one;

7 so that, on the contrary, you should rather forgive him and comfort him,
lest by any means such a one should be swallowed up with his excessive
sorrow.

8Therefore I beg you to confirm your love toward him.
9 For to this end I also wrote, that I might know the proof of you, whether

you are obedient in all things.
10Now I also forgivewhomever you forgive anything. For if indeed I have

forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of
Christ,

11 that no advantage may be gained over us by Satan, for we are not
ignorant of his schemes.

12Nowwhen I came to Troas for theGoodNews of Christ, andwhenadoor
was opened tome in the Lord,

13 I had no relief for my spirit, because I didn’t find Titus my brother, but
takingmy leave of them, I went out into Macedonia.

14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and
reveals through us the sweet aroma of his knowledge in every place.

15Forwe are a sweet aroma of Christ to God in thosewho are saved and in
those who perish:

16 to the one a stench fromdeath to death, to the other a sweet aroma from
life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?

17Forwe are not as somany, peddling theword of God. But as of sincerity,
but as of God, in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.
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3
1 Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as do

some, letters of commendation to you or from you?
2You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men,
3 being revealed that you are a letter of Christ, served by us, written not

with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone, but in
tablets that are hearts of flesh.

4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God,
5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves to account anything as from

ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God,
6 who also made us sufficient as servants of a new covenant, not of the

letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
7But if the service of death, written engraved on stones, came with glory,

so that the children of Israel could not look steadfastly on the face of Moses
for the glory of his face, which was passing away,

8won’t service of the Spirit be withmuchmore glory?
9For if the service of condemnation has glory, the service of righteousness

exceeds muchmore in glory.
10 For most certainly that which has been made glorious has not been

made glorious in this respect, by reason of the glory that surpasses.
11 For if that which passes away was with glory, much more that which

remains is in glory.
12Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of speech,
13and not asMoses, who put a veil on his face so that the children of Israel

wouldn’t look steadfastly on the end of that which was passing away.
14But their minds were hardened, for until this very day at the reading of

the old covenant the same veil remains, because in Christ it passes away.
15But to this day, whenMoses is read, a veil lies on their heart.
16But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
17Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is

liberty.
18Butwe all, with unveiled face seeing the glory of the Lord as in amirror,

are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the
Lord, the Spirit.

4
1Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, even as we obtained mercy, we

don’t faint.
2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in

craftinessnorhandling thewordofGoddeceitfully, but by themanifestation
of the truth commending ourselves to everyman’s conscience in the sight of
God.

3Even if our Good News is veiled, it is veiled in those who are dying,
4 in whom the god of this world has blinded theminds of the unbelieving,

that the light of theGoodNewsof the glory of Christ, who is the image ofGod,
should not dawn on them.

5For we don’t preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as
your servants for Jesus’ sake,
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6 seeing it is God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,”✡ who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.

7But we have this treasure in clay vessels, that the exceeding greatness of
the powermay be of God and not from ourselves.

8 We are pressed on every side, yet not crushed; perplexed, yet not to
despair;

9pursued, yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not destroyed;
10 always carrying in the body the putting to death of the Lord Jesus, that

the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.
11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the

life also of Jesus may be revealed in ourmortal flesh.
12 So then death works in us, but life in you.
13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written,

“I believed, and therefore I spoke.”✡ We also believe, and therefore we also
speak,

14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will present us with you.

15Forall things are for your sakes, that the grace, beingmultiplied through
themany, may cause the thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but though our outward person is decaying,
yet our inward person is renewed day by day.

17For our light affliction, which is for themoment, works for usmore and
more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory,

18whilewe don’t look at the thingswhich are seen, but at the thingswhich
are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.

5
1For we know that if the earthly house of our tent is dissolved, we have a

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens.
2 For most certainly in this we groan, longing to be clothed with our

habitation which is from heaven,
3 if indeed being clothed, we will not be found naked.
4For indeedwewho are in this tent do groan, being burdened, not thatwe

desire to be unclothed, but that we desire to be clothed, that what is mortal
may be swallowed up by life.

5Now he who made us for this very thing is God, who also gave to us the
down payment of the Spirit.

6Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at home
in the body, we are absent from the Lord;

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8We are courageous, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the

body and to be at homewith the Lord.
9Therefore alsowemake it our aim,whether at home or absent, to bewell

pleasing to him.
10 For we must all be revealed before the judgment seat of Christ that

each onemay receive the things in the body according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.
✡ 4:6 Genesis 1:3 ✡ 4:13 Psalms 116:10
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11Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are
revealed to God, and I hope that we are revealed also in your consciences.

12For we are not commending ourselves to you again, but speak as giving
you occasion of boasting on our behalf, that you may have something to
answer those who boast in appearance and not in heart.

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God. Or if we are of sober mind,
it is for you.

14 For the love of Christ compels us; because we judge thus: that one died
for all, therefore all died.

15He died for all, that those who live should no longer live to themselves,
but to himwho for their sakes died and rose again.

16 Therefore we know no one according to the flesh from now on. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet nowwe know him
so nomore.

17Therefore if anyone is inChrist, he is anewcreation. Theold thingshave
passed away. Behold,* all things have become new.

18 But all things are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus
Christ, and gave to us theministry of reconciliation;

19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not
reckoning to them their trespasses, and having committed to us the word
of reconciliation.

20We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as though God were
entreating by us: we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

21For himwho knewno sin hemade to be sin on our behalf, so that in him
wemight become the righteousness of God.

6
1Working together, we entreat also that you do not receive the grace of

God in vain.
2For he says,

“At an acceptable time I listened to you.
In a day of salvation I helped you.”✡
Behold, now is the acceptable time. Behold, now is the day of salvation.
3We give no occasion of stumbling in anything, that our service may not

be blamed,
4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God: in great

endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses,
5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in labors, in watchings, in

fastings,
6 in pureness, in knowledge, in perseverance, in kindness, in the Holy

Spirit, in sincere love,
7 in the word of truth, in the power of God, by the armor of righteousness

on the right hand and on the left,
8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report, as deceivers and

yet true,
9 as unknown and yet well known, as dying and behold—we live, as

punished and not killed,

* 5:17 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 6:2 Isaiah 49:8
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10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as
having nothing and yet possessing all things.

11Ourmouth is open to you, Corinthians. Our heart is enlarged.
12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own

affections.
13Now in return—I speak as to my children—you also open your hearts.
14 Don’t be unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what fellowship do

righteousness and iniquity have? Or what fellowship does light have with
darkness?

15What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what portion does a
believer have with an unbeliever?

16What agreement does a temple of God have with idols? For you are a
temple of the living God. Even as God said, “I will dwell in them andwalk in
them. I will be their God and they will be my people.”✡

17Therefore
“ ‘Come out from among them,

and be separate,’ says the Lord.
‘Touch no unclean thing.

I will receive you.✡
18 I will be to you a Father.

You will be to me sons and daughters,’
says the Lord Almighty.”✡

7
1Having therefore these promises, beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from

all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
2Open your hearts to us. We wronged no one. We corrupted no one. We

took advantage of no one.
3 I say this not to condemn you, for I have said before that you are in our

hearts to die together and live together.
4Great ismy boldness of speech toward you. Great ismy boasting on your

behalf. I am filled with comfort. I overflowwith joy in all our affliction.
5For evenwhenwe had come intoMacedonia, our flesh had no relief, but

we were afflicted on every side. Fightings were outside. Fear was inside.
6 Nevertheless, he who comforts the lowly, God, comforted us by the

coming of Titus,
7 and not by his coming only, but also by the comfort with which he was

comforted in youwhile he told us of your longing, yourmourning, and your
zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more.

8 For though I grieved you with my letter, I do not regret it, though I did
regret it. For I see that my letter made you grieve, though just for a while.

9 I now rejoice, not that you were grieved, but that you were grieved to
repentance. For you were grieved in a godly way, that youmight suffer loss
by us in nothing.

10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, which
brings no regret. But the sorrow of the world produces death.

11For behold, this same thing, that you were grieved in a godly way, what
earnest care it worked in you. Yes, what defense, indignation, fear, longing,
✡ 6:16 Leviticus26:12; Jeremiah32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 ✡ 6:17 Isaiah52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41 ✡ 6:18
2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8
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zeal, andvindication! Ineverythingyoudemonstratedyourselves tobepure
in thematter.

12 So although I wrote to you, I wrote not for his cause that did the wrong,
nor for his cause that suffered the wrong, but that your earnest care for us
might be revealed in you in the sight of God.

13 Therefore we have been comforted. In our comfort we rejoiced the
more exceedingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed
by you all.

14 For if in anything I have boasted to him on your behalf, I was not
disappointed. But as we spoke all things to you in truth, so our glorying also
which I made before Titus was found to be truth.

15His affection is more abundantly toward you, while he remembers all
of your obedience, howwith fear and trembling you received him.

16 I rejoice that in everything I am confident concerning you.

8
1Moreover, brothers, we make known to you the grace of God which has

been given in the assemblies of Macedonia,
2how in a severe ordeal of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their

deep poverty abounded to the riches of their generosity.
3 For according to their power, I testify, yes and beyond their power, they

gave of their own accord,
4 begging us with much entreaty to receive this grace and the fellowship

in the service to the saints.
5 This was not as we had expected, but first they gave their own selves to

the Lord, and to us through the will of God.
6 So we urged Titus, that as he had made a beginning before, so he would

also complete in you this grace.
7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, utterance, knowledge, all

earnestness, and in your love to us—see that you also abound in this grace.
8 I speak not by way of commandment, but as proving through the

earnestness of others the sincerity also of your love.
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was

rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty might
become rich.

10 I give advice in this: it is expedient for you who were the first to start a
year ago, not only to do, but also to be willing.

11 But now complete the doing also, that as there was the readiness to be
willing, so there may be the completion also out of your ability.

12For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according towhat you have,
not according to what you don’t have.

13For this is not that others may be eased and you distressed,
14but for equality. Your abundance at this present time supplies their lack,

that their abundancealsomaybecomea supply for your lack, that theremay
be equality.

15 As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he
who gathered little had no lack.”✡

16 But thanks be to God, who puts the same earnest care for you into the
heart of Titus.
✡ 8:15 Exodus 16:18
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17For he indeed accepted our exhortation, but being himself very earnest,
he went out to you of his own accord.

18We have sent together with him the brother whose praise in the Good
News is known throughout all the assemblies.

19Not only so, but he was also appointed by the assemblies to travel with
us in this grace, which is served by us to the glory of the Lord himself, and to
show our readiness.

20 We are avoiding this, that any man should blame us concerning this
abundance which is administered by us.

21Having regard for honorable things, not only in the sight of theLord, but
also in the sight of men.

22Wehave sentwith themour brotherwhomwehavemany times proved
earnest in many things, but nowmuchmore earnest, by reason of the great
confidence which he has in you.

23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for you. As for our
brothers, they are the apostles of the assemblies, the glory of Christ.

24 Therefore show the proof of your love to them before the assemblies,
and of our boasting on your behalf.

9
1 It is indeed unnecessary for me to write to you concerning the service to

the saints,
2 for I know your readiness, of which I boast on your behalf to those of

Macedonia, that Achaia has been prepared for the past year. Your zeal has
stirred up verymany of them.

3But I have sent the brothers so that our boasting on your behalf may not
be in vain in this respect, that, just as I said, youmay be prepared,

4 lest by any means, if anyone from Macedonia comes there with me and
finds you unprepared, we (to say nothing of you) would be disappointed in
this confident boasting.

5 I thought itnecessary therefore toentreat thebrothers that theywouldgo
before to you and arrange ahead of time the generous gift that youpromised
before, that the same might be ready as a matter of generosity, and not of
greediness.

6Remember this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. He who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

7 Let each man give according as he has determined in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

8AndGod is able tomake all grace abound to you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in everything, may abound to every good work.

9As it is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has given to the poor.

His righteousness remains forever.”✡
10 Now may he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food,

supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the fruits of your
righteousness,

11 you being enriched in everything for all generosity, which produces
thanksgiving to God through us.

✡ 9:9 Psalms 112:9
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12 For this service of giving that you perform not only makes up for lack
among the saints, but abounds also throughmuch giving of thanks to God,

13 seeing that through the proof given by this service, they glorify God for
the obedience of your confession to the Good News of Christ and for the
generosity of your contribution to them and to all,

14while they themselves also, with supplication on your behalf, yearn for
you by reason of the exceeding grace of God in you.

15Now thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift!

10
1Now IPaul,myself, entreat youby thehumility and gentleness of Christ, I

who inyourpresenceamlowlyamongyou, butbeingabsentambold toward
you.

2 Yes, I beg you that I may not, when present, show courage with the
confidence with which I intend to be bold against some, who consider us to
be walking according to the flesh.

3For thoughwewalk in theflesh,wedon’twagewaraccording to theflesh;
4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before

God to the throwing down of strongholds,
5 throwing down imaginations and every high thing that is exalted against

the knowledge of God and bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ,

6and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience
is made full.

7Do you look at things only as they appear in front of your face? If anyone
trusts in himself that he is Christ’s, let him consider this again with himself,
that even as he is Christ’s, so we also are Christ’s.

8 For even if I boast somewhat abundantly concerning our authority,
which the Lord gave for building you up and not for casting you down, I will
not be ashamed,

9 that I may not seem as if I desire to terrify you bymy letters.
10 For, “His letters”, they say, “are weighty and strong, but his bodily

presence is weak, and his speech is despised.”
11Let suchapersonconsider this, thatwhatweare inwordby letterswhen

we are absent, such are we also in deed whenwe are present.
12Forwe are not bold to number or compare ourselveswith some of those

who commend themselves. But they themselves, measuring themselves
by themselves, and comparing themselves with themselves, are without
understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond proper limits, but within the boundaries
with which God appointed to us, which reach even to you.

14 For we don’t stretch ourselves too much, as though we didn’t reach to
you. For we came even as far as to you with the Good News of Christ,

15 not boasting beyond proper limits in other men’s labors, but having
hope that as your faith grows, wewill be abundantly enlarged by you in our
sphere of influence,

16so as to preach theGoodNews even to the parts beyond you, not to boast
in what someone else has already done.

17But “he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord.”✡
✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 9:24
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18 For it isn’t he who commends himself who is approved, but whom the
Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that youwould bearwithme in a little foolishness, but indeed you

do bear withme.
2 For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy. For I promised you in

marriage to one husband, that Imight present you as a pure virgin to Christ.
3 But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve in his

craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ.

4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we didn’t preach, or
if you receive a different spirit which you didn’t receive, or a different “good
news” which you didn’t accept, you put up with that well enough.

5For I reckon that I am not at all behind the very best apostles.
6But though I amunskilled in speech, yet I amnot unskilled in knowledge.

No, in every way we have been revealed to you in all things.
7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted,

because I preached to you God’s Good News free of charge?
8 I robbed other assemblies, taking wages from them that I might serve

you.
9 When I was present with you and was in need, I wasn’t a burden on

anyone, for the brothers, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the
measure of my need. In everything I kept myself from being burdensome
to you, and I will continue to do so.

10As the truth of Christ is in me, no one will stop me from this boasting in
the regions of Achaia.

11Why? Because I don’t love you? God knows.
12 But what I do, that I will continue to do, that I may cut off opportunity

from thosewhodesire an opportunity, that inwhich they boast, theymay be
recognized just like us.

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as
Christ’s apostles.

14And nowonder, for even Satanmasquerades as an angel of light.
15 It is no great thing therefore if his servants alsomasquerade as servants

of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.
16 I say again, let no one think me foolish. But if so, yet receive me as

foolish, that I also may boast a little.
17 That which I speak, I don’t speak according to the Lord, but as in

foolishness, in this confidence of boasting.
18 Seeing that many boast after the flesh, I will also boast.
19For you bear with the foolish gladly, being wise.
20 For you bear with a man if he brings you into bondage, if he devours

you, if he takes you captive, if he exalts himself, or if he strikes you on the
face.

21Tomy shame, I speak as thoughwehad beenweak. Yet inwhateverway
anyone is bold (I speak in foolishness), I am bold also.

22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the
offspring* of Abraham? So am I.
* 11:22 or, seed
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23Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as one beside himself.) I ammore
so: in laborsmore abundantly, in prisonsmore abundantly, in stripes above
measure, and in deaths often.

24Five times I received forty stripes minus one from the Jews.
25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I

suffered shipwreck. I have been a night and a day in the deep.
26 I have been in travels often, perils of rivers, perils of robbers, perils

from my countrymen, perils from the Gentiles, perils in the city, perils in
the wilderness, perils in the sea, perils among false brothers;

27 in labor and travail, inwatchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, and in cold and nakedness.

28Besides those things that are outside, there is that which presses on me
daily: anxiety for all the assemblies.

29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is caused to stumble, and I don’t
burn with indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that concernmyweakness.
31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, he who is blessed forever

more, knows that I don’t lie.
32 In Damascus the governor under King Aretas guarded the Damascenes’

city, desiring to arrest me.
33 I was let down in a basket through a window by the wall, and escaped

his hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable forme toboast, but Iwill come to visions and

revelations of the Lord.
2 I knowaman inChristwhowas caught up into the third heaven fourteen

years ago—whether in the body, I don’t know, or whether out of the body, I
don’t know; God knows.

3 I know such a man (whether in the body, or outside of the body, I don’t
know; God knows),

4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard unspeakable words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

5Onbehalf of such a one Iwill boast, but onmyownbehalf Iwill not boast,
except in myweaknesses.

6 For if I would desire to boast, I will not be foolish; for I will speak the
truth. But I refrain, so that no man may think more of me than that which
he sees inme or hears fromme.

7By reason of the exceeding greatness of the revelations, that I should not
be exalted excessively, a thorn in the flesh was given to me: a messenger of
Satan to torment me, that I should not be exalted excessively.

8Concerning this thing, I begged the Lord three times that it might depart
fromme.

9 He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Most gladly therefore I will rather glory in my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest onme.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in
persecutions, and in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I amweak, then
am I strong.
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11 I have become foolish in boasting. You compelled me, for I ought to
have been commended by you, for I am in no way inferior to the very best
apostles, though I am nothing.

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were worked among you in all persever-
ance, in signs and wonders andmighty works.

13 For what is there in which you were made inferior to the rest of the
assemblies, unless it is that I myself was not a burden to you? Forgive me
this wrong!

14Behold, this is the third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be
a burden to you; for I seek not your possessions, but you. For the children
ought not to save up for the parents, but the parents for the children.

15 I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you more
abundantly, am I loved the less?

16Even so, Imyself didn’t burden you. But youmight say that being crafty,
I caught you with deception.

17Did I take advantage of youby anyone of thosewhom Ihave sent to you?
18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother with him. Did Titus take any

advantage of you? Didn’t we walk in the same spirit? Didn’t we walk in the
same steps?

19Again, do you think that we are excusing ourselves to you? In the sight
of God we speak in Christ. But all things, beloved, are for your edifying.

20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I come, I might find you not the
way I want to, and that I might be found by you as you don’t desire, that
perhaps therewould be strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander,
whisperings, proud thoughts, or riots,

21 that again when I come my God would humble me before you, and
I would mourn for many of those who have sinned before now, and not
repented of the uncleanness, sexual immorality, and lustfulness which they
committed.

13
1 This is the third time I am coming to you. “At the mouth of two or three

witnesses shall every word be established.”✡
2 I have warned previously, and I warn again, as when I was present the

second time, so now, being absent, I write to those who have sinned before
now and to all the rest that if I come again, I will not spare,

3 seeing that you seek a proof of Christ who speaks inmewho is not weak,
but is powerful in you.

4 For he was crucified through weakness, yet he lives through the power
of God. For we also are weak in him, but we will live with him through the
power of God toward you.

5 Examine your own selves, whether you are in the faith. Test your own
selves. Or don’t you know about your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in
you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

6But I hope that you will know that we aren’t disqualified.
7Now I pray to God that you do no evil; not that wemay appear approved,

but that you may do that which is honorable, though we may seem to have
failed.

8For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.
✡ 13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15
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9 For we rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. We also pray for
this: your becoming perfect.

10 For this cause I write these things while absent, that I may not deal
sharply when present, according to the authority which the Lord gave me
for building up and not for tearing down.

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be perfected. Be comforted. Be of the same
mind. Live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.

12Greet one another with a holy kiss.
13All the saints greet you.
14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s love, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
1 Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor through man, but through Jesus

Christ,* and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—
2and all the brothers†who are withme, to the assemblies of Galatia:
3Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,
4who gave himself for our sins, that hemight deliver us out of this present

evil age, according to the will of our God and Father—
5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
6 Imarvel that youare soquicklydesertinghimwhocalledyou in thegrace

of Christ to a different “good news”,
7 but there isn’t another “good news.” Only there are some who trouble

you andwant to pervert the Good News of Christ.
8But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you any

“good news” other than that which we preached to you, let him be cursed.
9As we have said before, so I now say again: if any man preaches to you

any “good news” other than that which you received, let him be cursed.
10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to

pleasemen? For if Iwere still pleasingmen, Iwouldn’t be a servant of Christ.
11 But I make known to you, brothers, concerning the Good News which

was preached byme, that it is not according to man.
12 For I didn’t receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me

through revelation of Jesus Christ.
13For you have heard ofmyway of living in time past in the Jews’ religion,

how that beyondmeasure I persecuted the assembly of God and ravaged it.
14 I advanced in the Jews’ religion beyond many of my own age among

my countrymen, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my
fathers.

15But when it was the good pleasure of God, who separated me from my
mother’s womb and calledme through his grace,

16 to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I
didn’t immediately confer with flesh and blood,

17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to thosewhowere apostles beforeme, but I
went away into Arabia. Then I returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed
with him fifteen days.

19But of the other apostles I saw no one except James, the Lord’s brother.
20Now about the things which I write to you, behold,‡ before God, I’mnot

lying.
21Then I came to the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
22 I was still unknown by face to the assemblies of Judea which were in

Christ,
23but they onlyheard, “Hewhooncepersecutedusnowpreaches the faith

that he once tried to destroy.”
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:20 “Behold”, from
“ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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24 So they glorified God inme.

2
1 Then after a period of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with

Barnabas, taking Titus also withme.
2 I went up by revelation, and I laid before them the Good News which I

preach among the Gentiles, but privately before those who were respected,
for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.

3But not even Titus, whowaswithme, being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised.

4 This was because of the false brothers secretly brought in, who stole in
to spy out our libertywhichwe have in Christ Jesus, that theymight bring us
into bondage,

5 to whomwe gave no place in the way of subjection, not for an hour, that
the truth of the Good Newsmight continue with you.

6But from those whowere reputed to be important—whatever theywere,
itmakes no difference tome; God doesn’t showpartiality toman—they, I say,
who were respected imparted nothing to me,

7 but to the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the
GoodNews for the uncircumcised, even as Peterwith the GoodNews for the
circumcised—

8 for hewhoworked throughPeter in the apostleshipwith the circumcised
also worked throughmewith the Gentiles—

9 and when they perceived the grace that was given to me, James and
Cephas and John, those who were reputed to be pillars, gave to Barnabas
and me the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles, and
they to the circumcision.

10They only asked us to remember the poor—which very thing I was also
zealous to do.

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I resisted him to his face, because he
stood condemned.

12For before some people came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But
when they came, he drew back and separated himself, fearing those who
were of the circumcision.

13 And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that even
Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.

14But when I saw that they didn’t walk uprightly according to the truth of
theGoodNews, I said to Peter before themall, “If you, being a Jew, live as the
Gentiles do, and not as the Jews do, why do you compel the Gentiles to live
as the Jews do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature and not Gentile sinners,
16 yet knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but

through faith in Jesus Christ, evenwe believed in Christ Jesus, thatwemight
be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no
flesh will be justified by the works of the law.

17 But if while we sought to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were
found sinners, is Christ a servant of sin? Certainly not!

18 For if I build up again those things which I destroyed, I prove myself a
law-breaker.

19For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to God.
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20 I havebeen crucifiedwithChrist, and it is no longer Iwho live, but Christ
lives inme. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of
God, who lovedme and gave himself up for me.

21 I don’t reject the grace of God. For if righteousness is through the law,
then Christ died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you not to obey the truth, before

whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly portrayed among you as crucified?
2 I just want to learn this from you: Did you receive the Spirit by theworks

of the law, or by hearing of faith?
3Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now completed

in the flesh?
4Did you suffer somany things in vain, if it is indeed in vain?
5He thereforewhosupplies theSpirit toyouanddoesmiraclesamongyou,

does he do it by the works of the law, or by hearing of faith?
6Evenso,Abraham “believedGod, and itwascounted tohimfor righteous-

ness.”✡
7Know therefore that those who are of faith are children of Abraham.
8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,

preached the Good News beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you all the
nations will be blessed.”✡

9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed with the faithful Abraham.
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under a curse. For it

is written, “Cursed is everyone who doesn’t continue in all things that are
written in the book of the law, to do them.”✡

11Now that no man is justified by the law before God is evident, for, “The
righteous will live by faith.”✡

12The law is not of faith, but, “Themanwhodoes themwill live by them.”✡
13Christ redeemedus from the curse of the law, having becomea curse for

us. For it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree,”✡
14 that the blessing of Abrahammight come on the Gentiles through Christ

Jesus, that wemight receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
15Brothers, speaking of human terms, though it is only aman’s covenant,

yet when it has been confirmed, no onemakes it void or adds to it.
16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his offspring.* He

doesn’t say, “Todescendants†”, asofmany, butasofone, “Toyouroffspring”,✡
which is Christ.

17Now I say this: A covenant confirmed beforehand by God in Christ, the
law, which came four hundred thirty years after, does not annul, so as to
make the promise of no effect.

18For if the inheritance is of the law, it is nomore of promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by promise.

19 Then why is there the law? It was added because of transgressions,
until the offspring should come towhom the promise has beenmade. It was
ordained through angels by the hand of a mediator.

20Now amediator is not between one, but God is one.
✡ 3:6 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 ✡ 3:10 Deuteronomy 27:26 ✡ 3:11
Habakkuk 2:4 ✡ 3:12 Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 * 3:16 or, seed † 3:16 or,
seeds ✡ 3:16 Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7
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21 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there
had been a law given which could make alive, most certainly righteousness
would have been of the law.

22 But the Scripture imprisoned all things under sin, that the promise by
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

23But before faith came, wewere kept in custody under the law, confined
for the faith which should afterwards be revealed.

24So that the law has become our tutor to bring us to Christ, that wemight
be justified by faith.

25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
26For you are all children of God, through faith in Christ Jesus.
27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28There isneither JewnorGreek, there isneither slavenor freeman, there

is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
29 If youareChrist’s, thenyouareAbraham’soffspringandheirsaccording

to promise.

4
1 But I say that so long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a

bondservant, though he is lord of all,
2 but is under guardians and stewards until the day appointed by the

father.
3 So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the

elemental principles of the world.
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent out his Son, born to a

woman, born under the law,
5 that he might redeem those who were under the law, that we might

receive the adoption as children.
6Andbecause you are children, God sent out the Spirit of his Son into your

hearts, crying, “Abba,* Father!”
7 So you are no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir

of God through Christ.
8However at that time, not knowing God, you were in bondage to those

who by nature are not gods.
9But now that you have come to knowGod, or rather to be known by God,

whydo you turnback again to theweak andmiserable elemental principles,
to which you desire to be in bondage all over again?

10You observe days, months, seasons, and years.
11 I am afraid for you, that I might have wastedmy labor for you.
12 I beg you, brothers, become as I am, for I also have become as you are.

You didme nowrong,
13but you know that because ofweakness in the flesh I preached the Good

News to you the first time.
14That which was a temptation to you in my flesh, you didn’t despise nor

reject; but you receivedme as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.
15What was the blessing you enjoyed? For I testify to you that, if possible,

you would have plucked out your eyes and given them tome.
16 So then, have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?

* 4:6 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar,
respectful, and loving way.
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17They zealously seek you in no goodway. No, they desire to alienate you,
that youmay seek them.

18But it is always good to be zealous in a good cause, and not only when I
am present with you.

19My little children, of whom I am again in travail until Christ is formed
in you—

20but I could wish to be present with you now, and to changemy tone, for
I am perplexed about you.

21Tell me, you that desire to be under the law, don’t you listen to the law?
22For it iswritten that Abrahamhad two sons, one by the servant, and one

by the free woman.
23However, the son by the servantwas born according to the flesh, but the

son by the free womanwas born through promise.
24 These things contain an allegory, for these are two covenants. One is

fromMount Sinai, bearing children to bondage, which is Hagar.
25 For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to the Jerusalem

that exists now, for she is in bondage with her children.
26But the Jerusalem that is above is free, which is themother of us all.
27For it is written,

“Rejoice, you barren who don’t bear.
Break out and shout, you who don’t travail.
For the desolate women have more children than her who has a hus-
band.” ✡

28Nowwe, brothers, as Isaac was, are children of promise.
29But as then, hewhowas born according to thefleshpersecutedhimwho

was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now.
30 However, what does the Scripture say? “Throw out the servant and

her son, for the son of the servant will not inherit with the son of the free
woman.”✡

31 So then, brothers, we are not children of a servant, but of the free
woman.

5
1Stand firm therefore in the liberty bywhich Christ hasmade us free, and

don’t be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.
2Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit

you nothing.
3 Yes, I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is a

debtor to do the whole law.
4You are alienated from Christ, you who desire to be justified by the law.

You have fallen away from grace.
5For we through the Spirit, by faith wait for the hope of righteousness.
6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision amounts to

anything, but faith working through love.
7 You were running well! Who interfered with you that you should not

obey the truth?
8This persuasion is not from himwho calls you.
9A little yeast grows through the whole lump.
10 I have confidence toward you in the Lord that you will think no other

way. But he who troubles you will bear his judgment, whoever he is.
✡ 4:27 Isaiah 54:1 ✡ 4:30 Genesis 21:10
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11But I, brothers, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted?
Then the stumbling block of the cross has been removed.

12 I wish that those who disturb you would cut themselves off.
13Foryou, brothers,were called for freedom. Onlydon’t use your freedom

as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants to one another.
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in this: “You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.”✡
15 But if you bite and devour one another, be careful that you don’t

consume one another.
16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh.
17For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and

these are contrary to one another, that you may not do the things that you
desire.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious, which are: adultery, sexual

immorality, uncleanness, lustfulness,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousies, outbursts of anger, rivalries,

divisions, heresies,
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these; of which I

forewarn you, even as I also forewarned you, that those who practice such
things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faith,*

23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
24Thosewhobelong to Christ have crucified thefleshwith its passions and

lusts.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s also walk by the Spirit.
26 Let’s not become conceited, provoking one another, and envying one

another.

6
1 Brothers, even if a man is caught in some fault, you who are spiritual

must restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking to yourself so that
you also aren’t tempted.

2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
3 For if a man thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he

deceives himself.
4But let eachman examine his ownwork, and then hewill have reason to

boast in himself, and not in someone else.
5For eachmanwill bear his own burden.
6But let himwho is taught in theword share all good thingswith himwho

teaches.
7Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he

will also reap.
8For hewho sows to his ownfleshwill from the flesh reap corruption. But

he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
9 Let’s not be weary in doing good, for we will reap in due season if we

don’t give up.
10 So then, as we have opportunity, let’s do what is good toward all men,

and especially toward those who are of the household of the faith.
✡ 5:14 Leviticus 19:18 * 5:22 or, faithfulness
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11 See with what large letters I write to you withmy own hand.
12Asmany as desire tomake a good impression in the flesh compel you to

be circumcised, just so theymay not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
13For even they who receive circumcision don’t keep the law themselves,

but theydesire tohave you circumcised, so that theymayboast in yourflesh.
14But far be it fromme toboast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,

through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
15 For in Christ Jesus neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumci-

sion, but a new creation.
16Asmany aswalk by this rule, peace andmercy be on them, and onGod’s

Israel.
17 From now on, let no one cause me any trouble, for I bear the marks of

the Lord Jesus branded onmy body.
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through thewill of God, to the saintswho

are at Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus:
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we

would be holy and without defect before him in love,
5 having predestined us for adoption as children through Jesus Christ to

himself, according to the good pleasure of his desire,
6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, by which he freely gave us favor in

the Beloved.
7 In himwehave our redemption throughhis blood, the forgiveness of our

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
8which hemade to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good

pleasure which he purposed in him
10 to an administration of the fullness of the times, to sum up all things in

Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in him.
11Wewere also assigned an inheritance inhim, having been foreordained

according to the purpose of him who does all things after the counsel of his
will,

12 to the end thatwe should be to the praise of his glory,wewhohadbefore
hoped in Christ.

13 In him you also, having heard the word of the truth, the Good News of
your salvation—in whom, having also believed, you were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit,

14 who is a pledge of our inheritance, to the redemption of God’s own
possession, to the praise of his glory.

15For this cause I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is
among you and the love which you have toward all the saints,

16don’t cease to give thanks for you,makingmentionof you inmyprayers,
17 that theGod of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,may give to you

a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him,
18having the eyes of your hearts† enlightened, that youmay knowwhat is

the hope of his calling, andwhat are the riches of the glory of his inheritance
in the saints,

19andwhat is theexceedinggreatness ofhis power towarduswhobelieve,
according to that working of the strength of his might

20which heworked in Christ when he raised him from the dead andmade
him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,

21 far above all rule, authority, power, dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age, but also in that which is to come.

22He put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head
over all things for the assembly,

23which is his body, the fullness of himwho fills all in all.
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:18 TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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2
1Youweremade alive when youwere dead in transgressions and sins,
2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, accord-

ing to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the
children of disobedience.

3 We also all once lived among them in the lusts of our flesh, doing the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath,
even as the rest.

4But God, being rich inmercy, for his great love with which he loved us,
5evenwhenwewere dead through our trespasses,made us alive together

with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly

places in Christ Jesus,
7 that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus;
8 for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of your-

selves; it is the gift of God,
9not of works, that no one would boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared before that we would walk in them.
11 Therefore remember that once you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are

called “uncircumcision” by that which is called “circumcision” (in the flesh,
made by hands),

12 that you were at that time separate from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the promise,
having no hope andwithout God in the world.

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off aremade near in the
blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who made both one, and broke down the middle
wall of separation,

15 having abolished in his flesh the hostility, the law of commandments
contained in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man of
the two, making peace,

16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross,
having killed the hostility through it.

17He came and preached peace to you who were far off and to those who
were near.

18For through himwe both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
19 So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow

citizens with the saints and of the household of God,
20being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus

himself being the chief cornerstone;
21 inwhom thewhole building, fitted together, grows into a holy temple in

the Lord;
22 in whom you also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you

Gentiles,
2 if it is so that you have heard of the administration of that grace of God

which was givenme toward you,
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3 how that by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I wrote
before in fewwords,

4 by which, when you read, you can perceive my understanding in the
mystery of Christ,

5which in other generations was notmade known to the children ofmen,
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit,

6 that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and
fellow partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus through the Good News,

7 of which I was made a servant according to the gift of that grace of God
which was givenme according to the working of his power.

8 To me, the very least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

9and tomakeallmenseewhat is theadministration*of themysterywhich
for ages has beenhidden inGod,who created all things through Jesus Christ,

10 to the intent thatnowthrough theassembly themanifoldwisdomofGod
might be made known to the principalities and the powers in the heavenly
places,

11according to the eternal purposewhich he accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

12 In him we have boldness and access in confidence through our faith in
him.

13Therefore I ask that youmaynot loseheart atmy troubles for you,which
are your glory.

14For this cause, I bowmy knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 fromwhom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
16 that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that you

may be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner person,
17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, to the end that you,

being rooted and grounded in love,
18maybestrengthened tocomprehendwithall the saintswhat is thewidth

and length and height and depth,
19 and to know Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge, that you may be

filled with all the fullness of God.
20Now to himwho is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we

ask or think, according to the power that works in us,
21 to himbe the glory in the assembly and in Christ Jesus to all generations,

forever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk worthily of the

calling with which you were called,
2with all lowliness and humility, with patience, bearingwith one another

in love,
3being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4There is onebodyandoneSpirit, evenas youalsowere called inonehope

of your calling,
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in us all.

* 3:9 TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration”



Ephesians 4:7 1904 Ephesians 4:28

7But to each one of us, the gracewas given according to themeasure of the
gift of Christ.

8Therefore he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”✡

9Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but that he also first descended into the
lower parts of the earth?
10Hewhodescended is the onewho also ascended far above all the heavens,
that hemight fill all things.

11Hegave some tobe apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, shepherds* and teachers;

12 for the perfecting of the saints, to thework of serving, to the building up
of the body of Christ,

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a full grownman, to themeasure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ,

14 that we may no longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried
aboutwith everywindof doctrine, by the trickery ofmen, in craftiness, after
the wiles of error;

15but speaking truth in love, wemay grow up in all things into himwho is
the head, Christ,

16 from whom all the body, being fitted and knit together through that
which every joint supplies, according to the working in measure of each
individual part, makes the body increase to the building up of itself in love.

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as
the rest of the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,

18 being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their
hearts.

19 They, having become callous, gave themselves up to lust, to work all
uncleanness with greediness.

20But you didn’t learn Christ that way,
21 if indeedyouheardhimandwere taught inhim, evenas truth is in Jesus:
22 that you put away, as concerning your former way of life, the old man

that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit,
23and that you be renewed in the spirit of yourmind,
24and put on the newman, who in the likeness of God has been created in

righteousness and holiness of truth.
25 Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak truth each one with his

neighbor, for we aremembers of one another.
26 “Be angry, and don’t sin.”✡ Don’t let the sun go down on your wrath,
27and don’t give place† to the devil.
28Lethimwhostole stealnomore; but rather lethim labor, producingwith

his hands something that is good, that hemay have something to give to him
who has need.

✡ 4:8 Psalms 68:18 * 4:11 or, pastors ✡ 4:26 Psalms 4:4 † 4:27 or, opportunity
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29Let no corrupt speech proceed out of yourmouth, but onlywhat is good
forbuilding othersupas theneedmaybe, that itmaygive grace to thosewho
hear.

30Don’t grieve theHoly Spirit of God, inwhomyouwere sealed for the day
of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry, and slander be put away from
you, with all malice.

32And be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other, just as
God also in Christ forgave you.

5
1Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children.
2Walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us, an

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling fragrance.
3 But sexual immorality, and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not

even bementioned among you, as becomes saints;
4nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not appropriate,

but rather giving of thanks.
5Knowthis for sure, thatno sexually immoral person, noruncleanperson,

nor covetous man (who is an idolater), has any inheritance in the Kingdom
of Christ and God.

6Let no one deceive youwith emptywords, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience.

7Therefore don’t be partakers with them.
8 For you were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord. Walk as

children of light,
9 for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth,
10proving what is well pleasing to the Lord.
11 Have no fellowship with the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather

even reprove them.
12 For it is a shame even to speak of the things which are done by them in

secret.
13 But all things, when they are reproved, are revealed by the light, for

everything that reveals is light.
14Therefore he says, “Awake, youwho sleep, and arise from the dead, and

Christ will shine on you.”
15Therefore watch carefully how youwalk, not as unwise, but as wise,
16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
17Therefore, don’t be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
18Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, but be filled with

the Spirit,
19 speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing

andmakingmelody in your heart to the Lord;
20giving thanks always concerningall things in thenameof ourLord Jesus

Christ to God, even the Father;
21 subjecting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ.
22Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the

assembly, being himself the savior of the body.
24But as the assembly is subject to Christ, so let the wives also be to their

own husbands in everything.
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25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the assembly and
gave himself up for her,

26 that hemight sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word,

27 thathemightpresent theassembly tohimself gloriously, nothaving spot
orwrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy andwithout defect.

28Evensohusbandsalsoought to love theirownwivesas theirownbodies.
He who loves his ownwife loves himself.

29 For no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,
even as the Lord also does the assembly,

30because we aremembers of his body, of his flesh and bones.
31 “For this cause amanwill leave his father andmother andwill be joined

to his wife. Then the twowill become one flesh.”✡
32This mystery is great, but I speak concerning Christ and the assembly.
33Nevertheless each of you must also love his own wife even as himself;

and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with

a promise:
3 “that it may be well with you, and youmay live long on the earth.” ✡
4 You fathers, don’t provoke your children to wrath, but nurture them in

the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
5 Servants, be obedient to those who according to the flesh are your

masters, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as to Christ,
6not in theway of service onlywhen eyes are on you, asmen pleasers, but

as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,
7with good will doing service as to the Lord and not to men,
8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, he will receive the

same good again from the Lord, whether he is bound or free.
9 You masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening,

knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there
is no partiality with him.

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
11Put on thewhole armor ofGod, that youmaybe able to stand against the

wiles of the devil.
12 For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the princi-

palities, against the powers, against theworld’s rulers of the darkness of this
age, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having the utility belt of truth buckled around your
waist, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

15 and having fitted your feet with the preparation of the Good News of
peace,

16 above all, taking up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the evil one.

✡ 5:31 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 6:3 Deuteronomy 5:16
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17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word* of God;

18with all prayer and requests, praying at all times in the Spirit, and being
watchful to this end in all perseverance and requests for all the saints.

19Pray forme, that utterancemay be given tome in openingmymouth, to
make knownwith boldness themystery of the Good News,

20 forwhich I am an ambassador in chains; that in it Imay speak boldly, as
I ought to speak.

21 But that you also may know my affairs, how I am doing, Tychicus, the
beloved brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will make known to you
all things.

22 I have senthim toyou for this verypurpose, that youmayknowour state
and that hemay comfort your hearts.

23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

24Gracebewithall thosewho loveourLord JesusChristwith incorruptible
love. Amen.

* 6:17 from the Greek “ῥῆμα” (rhema), whichmeans “spoken word”
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
1Paul andTimothy, servants of JesusChrist,* to all the saints inChrist Jesus

who are at Philippi, with the overseers† and servants:‡
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 I thankmy Godwhenever I remember you,
4always in every request ofmine on behalf of you all, makingmy requests

with joy,
5 for your partnership§ in furtherance of theGoodNews from the first day

until now;
6being confident of this very thing, that hewho began a goodwork in you

will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.
7 It is even right for me to think this way on behalf of all of you, because

I have you in my heart, because both in my bonds and in the defense and
confirmation of the Good News, you all are partakers withme of grace.

8For God ismywitness, how I long after all of you in the tendermercies of
Christ Jesus.

9This I pray, that your lovemay abound yet more andmore in knowledge
and all discernment,

10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be
sincere and without offense to the day of Christ,

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

12 Now I desire to have you know, brothers,* that the things which
happened tome have turned out rather to the progress of the Good News,

13 so that it became evident to the whole palace† guard, and to all the rest,
that my bonds are in Christ,

14 and that most of the brothers in the Lord, being confident through my
bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak the word of God without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ even out of envy and strife, and some also
out of good will.

16 The former insincerely preach Christ from selfish ambition, thinking
that they add affliction to my chains;

17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense
of the Good News.

18What does it matter? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes, and will rejoice.

19 For I know that this will turn out to my salvation through your prayers
and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will in no way
be disappointed, but with all boldness, as always, now also Christ will be
magnified inmy body, whether by life or by death.

21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, superintendents, or bishops ‡ 1:1 Or, deacons
§ 1:5 Theword translated “partnership” (κοινωνίᾳ) alsomeans “fellowship” and “sharing”. * 1:12
The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:13 or, praetorian
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22But if I live on in the flesh, this will bring fruit frommywork; yet I don’t
knowwhat I will choose.

23But I am hard pressed between the two, having the desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is far better.

24Yet to remain in the flesh is more needful for your sake.
25Having this confidence, I know that I will remain, yes, and remain with

you all for your progress and joy in the faith,
26 that your boasting‡ may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my

presence with you again.
27 Only let your way of life be worthy of the Good News of Christ, that

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your state, that you
standfirm inone spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of theGoodNews;

28and in nothing frightened by the adversaries, which is for them a proof
of destruction, but to you of salvation, and that from God.

29Because it hasbeengranted toyouonbehalf of Christ, not only tobelieve
in him, but also to suffer on his behalf,

30having the same conflict which you saw inme and now hear is in me.

2
1 If therefore there is any exhortation in Christ, if any consolation of love,

if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies and compassion,
2make my joy full by being like-minded, having the same love, being of

one accord, of onemind;
3 doing nothing through rivalry or through conceit, but in humility, each

counting others better than himself;
4 each of you not just looking to his own things, but each of you also to the

things of others.
5Have this in yourmind, which was also in Christ Jesus,
6who, existing in the formofGod, didn’t considerequalitywithGoda thing

to be grasped,
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the

likeness of men.
8And being found in human form, he humbled himself, becoming obedi-

ent to the point of death, yes, the death of the cross.
9Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave to him the namewhich

is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,

those on earth, and those under the earth,
11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

glory of God the Father.
12 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not only in my

presence, but nowmuchmore inmy absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling.

13 For it is God who works in you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

14Do all things without complaining and arguing,
15 that youmay become blameless and harmless, children of God without

defect in themiddleof a crookedandperversegeneration, amongwhomyou
are seen as lights in the world,
‡ 1:26 or, rejoicing
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16 holding up the word of life, that I may have something to boast in the
day of Christ that I didn’t run in vain nor labor in vain.

17 Yes, and if I am poured out on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I
am glad and rejoice with you all.

18 In the sameway, you also should be glad and rejoice withme.
19But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I alsomay

be cheered upwhen I know how you are doing.
20For I have no one else like-minded, whowill truly care about you.
21For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ.
22But you know that he has proved himself. As a child serves a father, so

he served withme in furtherance of the Good News.
23Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it will gowith

me.
24But I trust in the Lord that I myself also will come shortly.
25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother,

fellowworker, fellow soldier, and your apostle and servant of my need,
26 since he longed for you all, and was very troubled because you had

heard that he was sick.
27For indeed he was sick nearly to death, but God hadmercy on him, and

not on him only, but onme also, that I might not have sorrow on sorrow.
28 I have sent him therefore the more diligently, that when you see him

again, youmay rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful.
29Receive him therefore in the Lord with all joy, and hold such people in

honor,
30because for the work of Christ he came near to death, risking his life to

supply that which was lacking in your service towardme.

3
1Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! Towrite the same things to you,

to me indeed is not tiresome, but for you it is safe.
2 Beware of the dogs; beware of the evil workers; beware of the false

circumcision.
3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice

in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh;
4 though Imyselfmighthave confidenceeven in theflesh. If anyotherman

thinks that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet more:
5circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,

a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;
6 concerning zeal, persecuting the assembly; concerning the righteous-

ness which is in the law, found blameless.
7However, I consider those things thatwere gain tome as a loss for Christ.
8Yesmost certainly, and I count all things to be a loss for the excellency of

the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I suffered the loss of all
things, and count them nothing but refuse, that I may gain Christ

9andbe found in him, not having a righteousness ofmyown, thatwhich is
of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousnesswhich
is from God by faith,

10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed to his death,

11 if by anymeans I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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12Not that I havealreadyobtained, or amalreadymadeperfect; but I press
on, that I may take hold of that for which also I was taken hold of by Christ
Jesus.

13 Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet having taken hold, but one thing
I do: forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the
things which are before,

14 I press on toward thegoal for theprizeof thehigh callingofGod inChrist
Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, think this way. If in anything
you think otherwise, God will also reveal that to you.

16Nevertheless, to the extent that we have already attained, let’s walk by
the same rule. Let’s be of the samemind.

17Brothers, be imitators together ofme, andnote thosewhowalk thisway,
even as you have us for an example.

18Formanywalk, ofwhomI toldyouoften, andnowtell youevenweeping,
as the enemies of the cross of Christ,

19whose end is destruction, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in
their shame, who think about earthly things.

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from where we also wait for a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ,

21 who will change the body of our humiliation to be conformed to the
body of his glory, according to the working by which he is able even to
subject all things to himself.

4
1Therefore,mybrothers, beloved and longed for,my joy and crown, stand

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche, to think the sameway in theLord.
3Yes, I beg you also, true partner, help thesewomen, for they laboredwith

me in the Good News with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers,
whose names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will say, “Rejoice!”
5Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with

thanksgiving, let your requests bemade known to God.
7AndthepeaceofGod,whichsurpassesallunderstanding,will guardyour

hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are honor-

able, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things
are lovely, whatever things are of good report: if there is any virtue and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

9Do the thingswhich you learned, received, heard, and saw inme, and the
God of peace will be with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your thought for me; in which you did indeed take thought, but you lacked
opportunity.

11Not that I speak because of lack, for I have learned in whatever state I
am, to be content in it.
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12 I know how to be humbled, and I also know how to abound. In any and
all circumstances I have learned the secret both to befilled and to behungry,
both to abound and to be in need.

13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
14However you did well that you shared inmy affliction.
15You yourselves also know, you Philippians, that in the beginning of the

Good News, when I departed fromMacedonia, no assembly sharedwithme
in thematter of giving and receiving but you only.

16For even in Thessalonica you sent once and again to my need.
17Not that I seek for the gift, but I seek for the fruit that increases to your

account.
18 But I have all things and abound. I am filled, having received from

Epaphroditus the things that came fromyou, a sweet-smelling fragrance, an
acceptable and well-pleasing sacrifice to God.

19My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.

20Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever! Amen.
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet

you.
22All the saints greet you, especially those who are of Caesar’s household.
23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through thewill of God, and Timothy our

brother,
2 to the saints and faithful brothers† in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3Wegive thanks toGod the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always

for you,
4having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the lovewhich you have

toward all the saints,
5because of the hopewhich is laid up for you in the heavens, ofwhich you

heard before in the word of the truth of the Good News
6which has come to you, even as it is in all the world and is bearing fruit

and growing, as it does in you also, since the day you heard and knew the
grace of God in truth,

7even as you learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant, who is a
faithful servant of Christ on your‡ behalf,

8who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this cause, we also, since the day we heard this, don’t cease praying

and making requests for you, that you may be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

10 that you may walk worthily of the Lord, to please him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God,

11 strengthened with all power, according to the might of his glory, for all
endurance and perseverance with joy,

12 giving thanks to the Father, who made us fit to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light,

13who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into
the Kingdom of the Son of his love,

14 in whomwe have our redemption,§ the forgiveness of our sins.
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16 For by him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth,

visible things and invisible things, whether thrones or dominions or prin-
cipalities or powers. All things have been created through him and for him.

17He is before all things, and in him all things are held together.
18 He is the head of the body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead, that in all things hemight have the preeminence.
19For all the fullness was pleased to dwell in him,
20 and through him to reconcile all things to himself by him, whether

things on the earth or things in the heavens, havingmade peace through the
blood of his cross.

21You, being in past times alienated and enemies in yourmind in your evil
deeds,

22 yet now he has reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and without defect and blameless before him,
* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:2 Theword for “brothers”hereandwherecontext allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:7 NU reads our § 1:14
TR adds “through his blood,”
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23 if it is so that you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not
moved away from the hope of the Good News which you heard, which is
being proclaimed in all creation under heaven, of which I, Paul, wasmade a
servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill up onmy part that
which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake,
which is the assembly,

25 of which I was made a servant according to the stewardship of God
which was givenme toward you to fulfill the word of God,

26 the mystery which has been hidden for ages and generations. But now
it has been revealed to his saints,

27 to whom God was pleased to make known what are the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.

28We proclaim him, admonishing every man and teaching every man in
all wisdom, that wemay present everyman perfect in Christ Jesus;

29 forwhich I also labor, striving according to hisworking, whichworks in
memightily.

2
1For I desire to have you knowhowgreatly I struggle for you and for those

at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seenmy face in the flesh;
2 that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love, and

gainingall riches of the full assuranceofunderstanding, that theymayknow
themystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ,

3 in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.
4NowI say this that noonemaydeludeyouwithpersuasiveness of speech.
5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in the spirit,

rejoicing and seeing your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in him,
7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, even as youwere

taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving.
8 Be careful that you don’t let anyone rob you through his philosophy

and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the elemental spirits of the
world, and not after Christ.

9For in him all the fullness of the Deity dwells bodily,
10 and in him you are made full, who is the head of all principality and

power.
11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not made with

hands, in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, in the circumci-
sion of Christ,

12having been buried with him in baptism, in which youwere also raised
withhim through faith in theworkingofGod,who raisedhim fromthedead.

13Youwere dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh. He made you alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses,

14wiping out the handwriting in ordinanceswhichwas against us. He has
taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.

15Having stripped the principalities and the powers, he made a show of
them openly, triumphing over them in it.
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16Let no one therefore judge you in eating or drinking, or with respect to
a feast day or a newmoon or a Sabbath day,

17which are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ’s.
18 Let no one rob you of your prize by self-abasement and worshiping of

the angels, dwelling in the thingswhich he has not seen, vainly puffed up by
his fleshly mind,

19 and not holding firmly to the Head, from whom all the body, being
supplied and knit together through the joints and ligaments, grows with
God’s growth.

20 If you died with Christ from the elemental spirits of the world, why, as
though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to ordinances,

21 “Don’t handle, nor taste, nor touch”
22 (all of which perish with use), according to the precepts and doctrines

of men?
23 These things indeed appear like wisdom in self-imposed worship,

humility, and severity to the body, but aren’t of any value against the
indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are

above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.
2 Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on

the earth.
3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4WhenChrist, our life, is revealed, then youwill also be revealedwithhim

in glory.
5 Put to death therefore your members which are on the earth: sexual

immorality, uncleanness, depraved passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry.

6For these things’ sake the wrath of God comes on the children of disobe-
dience.

7You also once walked in those, when you lived in them,
8but now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and

shameful speaking out of yourmouth.
9Don’t lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the oldmanwith his

doings,
10andhave put on the newman,who is being renewed in knowledge after

the image of his Creator,
11where there can’t be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,

barbarian, Scythian, bondservant, or free person; but Christ is all, and in all.
12 Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, a heart of

compassion, kindness, lowliness, humility, and perseverance;
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, if any man has a

complaint against any; even as Christ forgave you, so you also do.
14Above all these things, walk in love, which is the bond of perfection.
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were

called in one body, and be thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and

admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your heart to the Lord.



Colossians 3:17 1916 Colossians 4:17

17Whateveryoudo, inwordor indeed, doall in thenameof theLord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

18Wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19Husbands, love your wives, and don’t be bitter against them.
20Children, obey your parents in all things, for this pleases the Lord.
21Fathers, don’t provoke your children, so that theywon’t be discouraged.
22Servants, obey in all things thosewho are yourmasters according to the

flesh, not just when they are looking, as men pleasers, but in singleness of
heart, fearing God.

23Andwhatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheri-

tance; for you serve the Lord Christ.
25 But he who does wrong will receive again for the wrong that he has

done, and there is no partiality.

4
1Masters, give to your servants that which is just and equal, knowing that

you also have aMaster in heaven.
2Continue steadfastly in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,
3praying together for us also, that Godmay open to us a door for theword,

to speak themystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds,
4 that I may reveal it as I ought to speak.
5Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may

know how you ought to answer each one.
7 All my affairs will be made known to you by Tychicus, the beloved

brother, faithful servant, and fellow bondservant in the Lord.
8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your

circumstances and comfort your hearts,
9 together with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of

you. They will make known to you everything that is going on here.
10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets you, and Mark the cousin of

Barnabas (concerningwhom you received instructions, “if he comes to you,
receive him”),

11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for
God’s Kingdomwho are of the circumcision, men who have been a comfort
to me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, salutes you, always
striving for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in
all the will of God.

13 For I testify about him that he has great zeal for you, and for those in
Laodicea, and for those in Hierapolis.

14Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.
15Greet the brothers who are in Laodicea, with Nymphas and the assem-

bly that is in his house.
16When this letter has been read among you, cause it to be read also in the

assembly of the Laodiceans, and that you also read the letter fromLaodicea.
17 Tell Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in

the Lord, that you fulfill it.”
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18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains.
Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God

the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:* Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, mentioning you in our
prayers,

3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and
perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father.

4We know, brothers† loved by God, that you are chosen,
5and that our Good News came to you not in word only, but also in power,

and in theHoly Spirit andwithmuchassurance. Youknowwhat kindofmen
we showed ourselves to be among you for your sake.

6You became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,

7 so that you became an example to all who believe in Macedonia and in
Achaia.

8 For from you the word of the Lord has been declared, not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has
gone out, so that we need not to say anything.

9 For they themselves report concerning us what kind of a reception we
had from you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and
true God,

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead:
Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

2
1For you yourselves know, brothers, our visit to you wasn’t in vain,
2but having suffered before and been shamefully treated, as you know, at

Philippi, we grew bold in our God to tell you the Good News of God in much
conflict.

3For our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in deception.
4But evenaswehavebeenapprovedbyGod tobe entrustedwith theGood

News, so we speak—not as pleasingmen, but God, who tests our hearts.
5 For neither were we at any time found using words of flattery, as you

know, nor a cloak of covetousness (God is witness),
6 nor seeking glory from men (neither from you nor from others), when

wemight have claimed authority as apostles of Christ.
7Butwewere gentle among you, like a nursingmother cherishes her own

children.
8 Even so, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart

to you not the Good News of God only, but also our own souls, because you
had become very dear to us.

9Foryouremember, brothers, our laborand travail; forworkingnight and
day, thatwemightnot burdenanyof you,wepreached toyou theGoodNews
of God.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:4 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”



1 Thessalonians 2:10 1919 1 Thessalonians 3:11

10 You are witnesses with God how holy, righteously, and blamelessly we
behaved ourselves toward you who believe.

11As you know, we exhorted, comforted, and implored every one of you,
as a father does his own children,

12 to the end that you should walk worthily of God, who calls you into his
own Kingdom and glory.

13 For this cause we also thank God without ceasing that when you
received from us the word of the message of God, you accepted it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, God’s word, which also works in you who
believe.

14For you, brothers, became imitators of the assemblies of Godwhich are
in Judea in Christ Jesus; for you also suffered the same things fromyour own
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews

15who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and drove us
out, and don’t please God, and are contrary to all men,

16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, to fill up
their sins always. But wrath has come on them to the uttermost.

17But we, brothers, being bereaved of you for a short season in presence,
not in heart, tried even harder to see your face with great desire,

18becausewewanted to come to you—indeed, I, Paul, once and again—but
Satan hindered us.

19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Isn’t it even you,
before our Lord Jesus* at his coming?

20For you are our glory and our joy.

3
1Therefore whenwe couldn’t stand it any longer, we thought it good to be

left behind at Athens alone,
2 and sent Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in the Good News of

Christ, to establish you and to comfort you concerning your faith,
3 that no one would be moved by these afflictions. For you know that we

are appointed to this task.
4Formost certainly, whenwewerewith you, we told you beforehand that

we are to suffer affliction, even as it happened, and you know.
5For this cause I also, when I couldn’t stand it any longer, sent that I might

know your faith, for fear that by any means the tempter had tempted you,
and our labor would have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and brought us glad
news of your faith and love, and that you have goodmemories of us always,
longing to see us, even as we also long to see you.

7 For this cause, brothers, we were comforted over you in all our distress
and affliction through your faith.

8For nowwe live, if you stand fast in the Lord.
9Forwhat thanksgiving canwe render again to God for you, for all the joy

with which we rejoice for your sakes before our God,
10night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and may

perfect that which is lacking in your faith?
11Nowmay our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct

our way to you.
* 2:19 TR adds “Christ”
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12 May the Lord make you to increase and abound in love toward one
another and toward all men, even as we also do toward you,

13 to the endhemay establish yourhearts blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers, we beg and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as

you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, that you
aboundmore andmore.

2For you knowwhat instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
3 For this is the will of God: your sanctification, that you abstain from

sexual immorality,
4 that each one of you knowhow to control his ownbody* in sanctification

and honor,
5not in the passion of lust, even as the Gentiles who don’t know God,
6 that no one should take advantage of and wrong a brother or sister in

this matter; because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as also we
forewarned you and testified.

7For God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification.
8 Therefore he who rejects this doesn’t reject man, but God, who has also

given his Holy Spirit to you.
9 But concerning brotherly love, you have no need that one write to you.

For you yourselves are taught by God to love one another,
10 for indeed you do it toward all the brothers who are in all Macedonia.

But we exhort you, brothers, that you aboundmore andmore;
11 and that you make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, and to do your

ownbusiness, and toworkwith your ownhands, even aswe instructed you,
12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and may

have need of nothing.
13 But we don’t want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who

have fallen asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest, who have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring

with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.
15For this we tell you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who

are left until the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have
fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with God’s trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise
first,

17 thenwewhoarealive,whoare left,will be caughtup togetherwith them
in the clouds tomeet the Lord in the air. So wewill be with the Lord forever.

18Therefore comfort one another with these words.

5
1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need

that anything be written to you.
2For you yourselves knowwell that the day of the Lord comes like a thief

in the night.

* 4:4 literally, possess his own vessel
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3 For when they are saying, “Peace and safety,” then sudden destruction
will come on them, like birth pains on a pregnant woman. Then they will in
no way escape.

4 But you, brothers, aren’t in darkness, that the day should overtake you
like a thief.

5 You are all children of light and children of the day. We don’t belong to
the night, nor to darkness,

6 so then let’s not sleep, as the rest do, but let’s watch and be sober.
7 For those who sleep, sleep in the night; and those who are drunk are

drunk in the night.
8But since we belong to the day, let’s be sober, putting on the breastplate

of faith and love, and for a helmet, the hope of salvation.
9 For God didn’t appoint us to wrath, but to the obtaining of salvation

through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10whodied for us, that, whetherwewake or sleep,we should live together

with him.
11Therefore exhort one another, and build each other up, even as you also

do.
12But we beg you, brothers, to know those who labor among you, and are

over you in the Lord and admonish you,
13and to respect and honor them in love for their work’s sake.
Be at peace among yourselves.
14Weexhort you, brothers: Admonish the disorderly; encourage the faint-

hearted; support the weak; be patient toward all.
15 See that no one returns evil for evil to anyone, but always follow after

that which is good for one another and for all.
16Always rejoice.
17Pray without ceasing.
18 In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

toward you.
19Don’t quench the Spirit.
20Don’t despise prophecies.
21Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.
22Abstain from every form of evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. May your whole

spirit, soul, andbodybepreservedblameless at the coming of ourLord Jesus
Christ.

24Hewho calls you is faithful, who will also do it.
25Brothers, pray for us.
26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.
27 I solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter be read to all the

holy brothers.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.



2 Thessalonians 1:1 1922 2 Thessalonians 2:7

Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3We are bound to always give thanks to God for you, brothers,* even as it

is appropriate, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of each
and every one of you toward one another abounds,

4 so that we ourselves boast about you in the assemblies of God for your
perseverance and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions which
you endure.

5This is an obvious sign of the righteous judgment of God, to the end that
youmay be counted worthy of God’s Kingdom, for which you also suffer.

6For it is a righteous thing with God to repay affliction to those who afflict
you,

7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,

8 punishing those who don’t know God, and to those who don’t obey the
Good News of our Lord Jesus,

9who will pay the penalty: eternal destruction from the face of the Lord
and from the glory of his might,

10whenhe comes in that day to be glorified in his saints and to be admired
among all those who have believed, because our testimony to you was
believed.

11 To this end we also pray always for you that our God may count you
worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire of goodness andwork of faith
with power,

12 that the nameof our Lord Jesus†maybe glorified in you, and you inhim,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1Now, brothers, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our

gathering together to him, we ask you
2not to be quickly shaken in your mind or troubled, either by spirit or by

wordorby letter as if fromus, saying that thedayof Christ has already come.
3Let no one deceive you in anyway. For it will not be unless the rebellion*

comes first, and theman of sin is revealed, the son of destruction.
4 He opposes and exalts himself against all that is called God or that is

worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, setting himself up
as God.

5 Don’t you remember that when I was still with you, I told you these
things?

6 Now you know what is restraining him, to the end that he may be
revealed in his own season.

7 For the mystery of lawlessness already works. Only there is one who
restrains now, until he is taken out of the way.
* 1:3 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:12 TR adds “Christ” * 2:3 or, falling away, or, defection
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8 Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will kill with the
breath of his mouth and destroy by themanifestation of his coming;

9 even he whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders,

10 and with all deception of wickedness for those who are being lost,
because they didn’t receive the love of the truth, that theymight be saved.

11 Because of this, God sends them a powerful delusion, that they should
believe a lie,

12 that they all might be judged who didn’t believe the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.

13Butwearebound toalwaysgive thanks toGod foryou, brothers lovedby
the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief in the truth,

14 to which he called you through our Good News, for the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold the traditions which you were
taught by us, whether by word or by letter.

16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,

17 comfort your hearts and establish you in every good work andword.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may spread

rapidly and be glorified, even as also with you,
2 and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and evil men; for not

all have faith.
3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the

evil one.
4We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you both do and

will do the things we command.
5May theLorddirect yourhearts intoGod’s loveand into theperseverance

of Christ.
6Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that you withdraw yourselves from every brother who walks in rebellion
and not after the tradition which they received from us.

7 For you know how you ought to imitate us. For we didn’t behave
ourselves rebelliously among you,

8 neither did we eat bread from anyone’s hand without paying for it, but
in labor and travail worked night and day, that we might not burden any of
you.

9 This was not because we don’t have the right, but to make ourselves an
example to you, that you should imitate us.

10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: “If anyone
is not willing to work, don’t let him eat.”

11For we hear of somewhowalk among you in rebellion, who don’t work
at all, but are busybodies.

12Now thosewho are that way, we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus
Christ, that they work with quietness and eat their own bread.

13But you, brothers, don’t be weary in doing what is right.
14 If anyman doesn’t obey our word in this letter, note that man and have

no companywith him, to the end that hemay be ashamed.
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15Don’t count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all

ways. The Lord be with you all.
17 I, Paul, write this greetingwithmy own hand, which is the sign in every

letter. This is how I write.
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the commandment of God

our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ* our hope,
2 to Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace, mercy, and peace fromGod our

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3As I urgedyouwhen Iwas going intoMacedonia, stay at Ephesus that you

might command certainmen not to teach a different doctrine,
4 and not to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which cause

disputes rather than God’s stewardship, which is in faith.
5But thegoal of this command is love fromapureheart, a goodconscience,

and sincere faith,
6 from which things some, having missed the mark, have turned away to

vain talking,
7desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand neither what

they say nor about what they strongly affirm.
8But we know that the law is good if a person uses it lawfully,
9 as knowing this, that law is not made for a righteous person, but for

the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy
and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers,

10 for the sexually immoral, for homosexuals, for slave-traders, for liars,
for perjurers, and for any other thing contrary to the sound doctrine,

11 according to the Good News of the glory of the blessed God, which was
committed to my trust.

12 I thank himwho enabledme, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he counted
me faithful, appointingme to service,

13although Iused tobe ablasphemer, a persecutor, and insolent. However,
I obtainedmercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14The grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus.

15 The saying is faithful and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

16However, for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ
might display all his patience for an example of those who were going to
believe in him for eternal life.

17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise,
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to you, my child Timothy, according to the
prophecies whichwere given to you before, that by them youmaywage the
good warfare,

19 holding faith and a good conscience, which some having thrust away
made a shipwreck concerning the faith,

20ofwhomareHymenaeus andAlexander,whom Idelivered to Satan that
theymight be taught not to blaspheme.

* 1:1 NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord.
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2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and

givings of thanks bemade for all men,
2 for kings and all who are in high places, that wemay lead a tranquil and

quiet life in all godliness and reverence.
3For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
4 who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the

truth.
5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man

Christ Jesus,
6who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony at the proper time,
7 towhich Iwasappointedapreacherandanapostle—I amtelling the truth

in Christ, not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
8 I desire therefore that the men in every place pray, lifting up holy hands

without anger and doubting.
9 In the same way, that women also adorn themselves in decent clothing,

with modesty and propriety, not* with braided hair, gold, pearls, or expen-
sive clothing,

10 but with good works, which is appropriate for women professing
godliness.

11Let a woman learn in quietness with full submission.
12 But I don’t permit a woman to teach, nor to exercise authority over a

man, but to be in quietness.
13For Adamwas formed first, then Eve.
14Adam wasn’t deceived, but the woman, being deceived, has fallen into

disobedience;
15but shewill be saved through her childbearing, if they continue in faith,

love, and holiness with sobriety.

3
1This is a faithful saying: someonewho seeks to be an overseer* desires a

good work.
2 The overseer therefore must be without reproach, the husband of one

wife, temperate, sensible, modest, hospitable, good at teaching;
3not a drinker, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrel-

some, not covetous;
4onewho rules his own housewell, having children in subjectionwith all

reverence;
5 (for how could someone who doesn’t know how to rule his own house

take care of God’s assembly?)
6not a new convert, lest being puffed up he fall into the same condemna-

tion as the devil.
7Moreover he must have good testimony from those who are outside, to

avoid falling into reproach and the snare of the devil.
8 Servants,† in the same way, must be reverent, not double-tongued, not

addicted to muchwine, not greedy for money,
9holding themystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

* 2:9 The word for “not” is the negative particle “μη” which denies an expected idea, as opposed to
the usualword for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying an expected idea
(that women can be properly dressed without good works). * 3:1 or, superintendent, or bishop
† 3:8 or, Deacons.
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10Let them also first be tested; then let them serve‡ if they are blameless.
11Their wives in the same way must be reverent, not slanderers, temper-

ate, and faithful in all things.
12 Let servants§ be husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their

own houses well.
13 For those who have served well* gain for themselves a good standing

and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
14These things I write to you, hoping to come to you shortly,
15 but if I wait long, that you may know how men ought to behave

themselves inGod’s house,which is the assembly of the livingGod, the pillar
and ground of the truth.

16Without controversy, the mystery of godliness is great:
God†was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1But the Spirit says expressly that in later times some will fall away from

the faith, paying attention to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons,
2 through the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, branded in their own

conscience as with a hot iron,
3 forbiddingmarriage and commanding to abstain from foods which God

created to be receivedwith thanksgiving by thosewhobelieve andknow the
truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with thanksgiving.

5For it is sanctified through the word of God and prayer.
6 If you instruct the brothers of these things, you will be a good servant

of Christ Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine
which you have followed.

7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables. Exercise yourself toward
godliness.

8For bodily exercise has some value, but godliness has value in all things,
having the promise of the life which is now and of that which is to come.

9This saying is faithful and worthy of all acceptance.
10 For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we have set

our trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those
who believe.

11Command and teach these things.
12Let nomandespise your youth; but be an example to thosewho believe,

in word, in your way of life, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.
13Until I come, pay attention to reading, to exhortation, and to teaching.
14Don’t neglect the gift that is in you, whichwas given to you by prophecy

with the laying on of the hands of the elders.

‡ 3:10 or, serve as deacons § 3:12 or, deacons * 3:13 or, servedwell as deacons † 3:16 NU
replaces “God” with “who”
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15 Be diligent in these things. Give yourself wholly to them, that your
progress may be revealed to all.

16Pay attention to yourself and to your teaching. Continue in these things,
for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

5
1Don’t rebuke an olderman, but exhort him as a father; the youngermen

as brothers;
2 the elder women asmothers; the younger as sisters, in all purity.
3Honor widows who are widows indeed.
4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them learn first to

show piety toward their own family and to repay their parents, for this is*
acceptable in the sight of God.

5Now she who is a widow indeed and desolate, has her hope set on God
and continues in petitions and prayers night and day.

6But she who gives herself to pleasure is dead while she lives.
7Also command these things, that theymay be without reproach.
8 But if anyone doesn’t provide for his own, and especially his own

household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
9Let no one be enrolled as awidowunder sixty years old, having been the

wife of oneman,
10 being approved by good works, if she has brought up children, if she

has been hospitable to strangers, if she haswashed the saints’ feet, if she has
relieved the afflicted, and if she has diligently followed every good work.

11But refuse younger widows, for when they have grownwanton against
Christ, they desire to marry,

12having condemnation, because they have rejected their first pledge.
13Besides, they also learn to be idle, going about fromhouse to house. Not

only idle, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought
not.

14 I desire therefore that the younger widows marry, bear children, rule
the household, and give no occasion to the adversary for insulting.

15For already some have turned away after Satan.
16 If any man or woman who believes has widows, let them relieve them,

and don’t let the assembly be burdened, that it might relieve those who are
widows indeed.

17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the word and in teaching.

18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle the ox when it treads out
the grain.”✡ And, “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”✡

19Don’t receive an accusation against an elder except at the word of two
or three witnesses.

20 Those who sin, reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also may be in
fear.

21 I command you in the sight of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the chosen angels, that you observe these things without prejudice, doing
nothing by partiality.

22 Lay hands hastily on no one. Don’t be a participant in other people’s
sins. Keep yourself pure.

* 5:4 TR adds “good and” ✡ 5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 ✡ 5:18 Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13
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23 Be no longer a drinker of water only, but use a little wine for your
stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities.

24 Some men’s sins are evident, preceding them to judgment, and some
also follow later.

25 In the same way also there are good works that are obvious, and those
that are otherwise can’t be hidden.

6
1 Let as many as are bondservants under the yoke count their own

masters worthy of all honor, that the name of God and the doctrine not be
blasphemed.

2 Those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because
they are brothers, but rather let them serve them, because those who
partake of the benefit are believing and beloved. Teach and exhort these
things.

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and doesn’t consent to sound
words, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is
according to godliness,

4he is conceited, knowingnothing, butobsessedwitharguments, disputes,
and word battles, fromwhich come envy, strife, insulting, evil suspicions,

5 constant friction of people of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth,
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. Withdraw yourself from
such.*

6But godliness with contentment is great gain.
7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we certainly can’t carry

anything out.
8But having food and clothing, we will be content with that.
9But those who are determined to be rich fall into a temptation, a snare,

and many foolish and harmful lusts, such as drown men in ruin and
destruction.

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have been led
astray from the faith in their greed, and have pierced themselves through
withmany sorrows.

11 But you, man of God, flee these things, and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you
were called, and you confessed the good confession in the sight of many
witnesses.

13 I command you beforeGodwho gives life to all things, and before Christ
Jesus who before Pontius Pilate testified the good confession,

14 that you keep the commandment without spot, blameless until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15which at the right time he will show, who is the blessed and only Ruler,
the King of kings and Lord of lords.

16He alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no
man has seen nor can see, to whom be honor and eternal power. Amen.

17Charge those who are rich in this present age that they not be arrogant,
nor have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on the living God,
who richly provides us with everything to enjoy;

* 6:5 NU omits “Withdraw yourself from such.”
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18 that they do good, that they be rich in good works, that they be ready to
distribute, willing to share;

19 laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to
come, that theymay lay hold of eternal life.

20Timothy, guard that which is committed to you, turning away from the
empty chatter and oppositions of what is falsely called knowledge,

21which some profess, and thus have wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ* through thewill of God, according to the

promise of the life which is in Christ Jesus,
2 to Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3 I thankGod, whom I serve asmy forefathers did, with a pure conscience.

How unceasing is mymemory of you inmy petitions, night and day
4 longing to see you, remembering your tears, that Imay be filledwith joy;
5having been reminded of the sincere faith that is in you, which lived first

in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, in
you also.

6For this cause, I remind you that you should stir up the gift of Godwhich
is in you through the laying on of my hands.

7For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control.
8 Therefore don’t be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his

prisoner; but endure hardship for the Good News according to the power of
God,

9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before times eternal,

10but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus,
who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the
Good News.

11 For this I was appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the
Gentiles.

12For this cause I also suffer these things.
Yet I am not ashamed, for I know him whom I have believed, and I am

persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have committed to him
against that day.

13Hold thepatternof soundwordswhichyouhaveheard fromme, in faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus.

14 That good thing which was committed to you, guard through the Holy
Spirit who dwells in us.

15This you know, that all who are in Asia turned away fromme, of whom
are Phygelus and Hermogenes.

16 May the Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshedme, and was not ashamed of my chain,

17but when he was in Rome, he sought me diligently and foundme
18 (the Lord grant to him to find the Lord’s mercy in that day); and in how

many things he served at Ephesus, you know very well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be strengthened in the grace that is in Christ

Jesus.
2 The things which you have heard from me among many witnesses,

commit the same things to faithfulmenwhowill be able to teach others also.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
4 No soldier on duty entangles himself in the affairs of life, that he may

please himwho enrolled him as a soldier.
5 Also, if anyone competes in athletics, he isn’t crowned unless he has

competed by the rules.
6The farmer who labors must be the first to get a share of the crops.
7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all

things.
8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, of the offspring* of David,

according to my Good News,
9 in which I suffer hardship to the point of chains as a criminal. But God’s

word isn’t chained.
10 Therefore I endure all things for the chosen ones’ sake, that they also

may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
11This saying is trustworthy:

“For if we died with him,
we will also live with him.

12 If we endure,
we will also reign with him.

If we deny him,
he also will deny us.

13 If we are faithless,
he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14Remind themof these things, charging them in the sight of the Lord that
they don’t argue about words to no profit, to the subverting of those who
hear.

15 Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who
doesn’t need to be ashamed, properly handling theWord of Truth.

16But shun empty chatter, for it will go further in ungodliness,
17 and those words will consume like gangrene, of whom is Hymenaeus

and Philetus:
18menwho have erred concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection

is already past, and overthrowing the faith of some.
19 However, God’s firm foundation stands, having this seal: “The Lord

knows those who are his,”✡ and, “Let every one who names the name of the
Lord† depart from unrighteousness.”

20Now in a large house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but
also of wood and of clay. Some are for honor and some for dishonor.

21 If anyone therefore purges himself from these, he will be a vessel for
honor, sanctified, and suitable for themaster’s use, prepared for every good
work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

23But refuse foolish and ignorant questionings, knowing that they gener-
ate strife.

24 The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but be gentle toward all, able to
teach, patient,

* 2:8 or, seed ✡ 2:19 Numbers 16:5 † 2:19 TR reads “Christ” instead of “the Lord”
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25 in gentleness correcting those who oppose him. Perhaps God may give
them repentance leading to a full knowledge of the truth,

26 and they may recover themselves out of the devil’s snare, having been
taken captive by him to do his will.

3
1But know this: that in the last days, grievous times will come.
2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3without natural affection, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,

fierce, not lovers of good,
4 traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of

God,
5holding a formof godliness but having denied its power. Turn away from

these, also.
6 For some of these are people who creep into houses and take captive

gullible women loaded downwith sins, led away by various lusts,
7always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
8 Even as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these also oppose the

truth, men corrupted inmind, who concerning the faith are rejected.
9But theywill proceedno further. For their follywill be evident to allmen,

as theirs also came to be.
10 But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love,

steadfastness,
11 persecutions, and sufferings—those things that happened to me at

Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. I endured those persecutions. The Lord
deliveredme out of them all.

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecu-
tion.

13But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived.

14 But you remain in the things which you have learned and have been
assured of, knowing fromwhom you have learned them.

15 From infancy, you have known the holy Scriptures which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and* profitable for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness,

17 that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

4
1 I command you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, whowill

judge the living and the dead at his appearing and his Kingdom:
2preach theword; be urgent in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,

and exhort with all patience and teaching.
3 For the time will come when they will not listen to the sound doctrine,

but having itching ears,will heapup for themselves teachers after their own
lusts,

4andwill turn away their ears from the truth, and turn away to fables.

* 3:16 or, Every writing inspired by God is
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5 But you be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, and fulfill yourministry.

6For I am already being offered, and the time of my departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight. I have finished the course. I have kept the

faith.
8From now on, the crown of righteousness is stored up for me, which the

Lord, the righteous judge, will give tome on that day; andnot tome only, but
also to all those who have loved his appearing.

9Be diligent to come tome soon,
10 for Demas left me, having loved this present world, and went to

Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia; and Titus to Dalmatia.
11OnlyLuke iswithme. TakeMarkandbringhimwithyou, forhe is useful

to me for service.
12But I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13Bring the cloak that I left at Troas with Carpuswhen you come—and the

books, especially the parchments.
14 Alexander the coppersmith did much evil to me. The Lord will repay

him according to his deeds.
15Beware of him, for he greatly opposed our words.
16At my first defense, no one came to help me, but all left me. May it not

be held against them.
17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, that through me the

message might be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gentiles might hear. So
I was delivered out of themouth of the lion.

18And the Lordwill deliverme fromevery evil work andwill preserveme
for his heavenly Kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus.
20Erastus remained at Corinth, but I left Trophimus at Miletus sick.
21 Be diligent to come before winter. Eubulus salutes you, as do Pudens,

Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers.
22The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ,* according to the

faith ofGod’s chosenones and the knowledge of the truthwhich is according
to godliness,

2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who can’t lie, promised before time
began;

3 but in his own time revealed his word in the message with which I was
entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior,

4 to Titus, my true child according to a common faith: Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason, that you would set in order the things
that were lacking and appoint elders in every city, as I directed you—

6 if anyone is blameless, the husband of one wife, having children who
believe, who are not accused of loose or unruly behavior.

7 For the overseer must be blameless, as God’s steward, not self-pleasing,
not easily angered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for dishonest
gain;

8 but given to hospitality, a lover of good, sober minded, fair, holy, self-
controlled,

9 holding to the faithful word which is according to the teaching, that
he may be able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict those who
contradict him.

10 For there are also many unruly men, vain talkers and deceivers, espe-
cially those of the circumcision,

11 whose mouths must be stopped: men who overthrow whole houses,
teaching things which they ought not, for dishonest gain’s sake.

12One of them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil
beasts, and idle gluttons.”

13 This testimony is true. For this cause, reprove them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith,

14 not paying attention to Jewish fables and commandments of men who
turn away from the truth.

15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are
defiled.

16 They profess that they know God, but by their deeds they deny him,
being abominable, disobedient, and unfit for any good work.

2
1But say the things which fit sound doctrine,
2 that older men should be temperate, sensible, sober minded, sound in

faith, in love, and in perseverance,
3 and that older women likewise be reverent in behavior, not slanderers

nor enslaved to muchwine, teachers of that which is good,
4 that theymay train the young wives to love their husbands, to love their

children,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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5 to be soberminded, chaste, workers at home, kind, being in subjection to
their own husbands, that God’s wordmay not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the younger men to be sober minded.
7 In all things show yourself an example of good works. In your teaching,

show integrity, seriousness, incorruptibility,
8 and soundness of speech that can’t be condemned, that he who opposes

youmay be ashamed, having no evil thing to say about us.
9Exhort servants to be in subjection to their own masters and to be well-

pleasing in all things, not contradicting,
10 not stealing, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the

doctrine of God, our Savior, in all things.
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
12 instructing us to the intent that, denying ungodliness andworldly lusts,

we would live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age;
13 looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God

and Savior, Jesus Christ,
14who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity and

purify for himself a people for his own possession, zealous for good works.
15 Say these things and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one

despise you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjection to rulers and to authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good work,
2 to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious, to be gentle, showing all

humility toward all men.
3 For we were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one
another.

4But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love toward mankind
appeared,

5not by works of righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewing
by the Holy Spirit,

6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior;
7 that being justified by his grace, wemight bemade heirs according to the

hope of eternal life.
8This saying is faithful, and concerning these things I desire that you insist

confidently, so that thosewhohave believedGodmaybe careful tomaintain
good works. These things are good and profitable to men;

9but shun foolish questionings, genealogies, strife, and disputes about the
law; for they are unprofitable and vain.

10Avoid a factious man after a first and second warning,
11knowing that such a one is perverted and sinful, being self-condemned.
12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to me to

Nicopolis, for I have determined to winter there.
13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey speedily, that

nothingmay be lacking for them.
14 Let our people also learn to maintain good works to meet necessary

needs, that theymay not be unfruitful.



Titus 3:15 1937 Titus 3:15

15All who are withme greet you. Greet those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ* Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon,

our beloved fellowworker,
2 to the beloved Apphia, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the

assembly in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I thankmy God always, makingmention of you inmy prayers,
5 hearing of your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord

Jesus and toward all the saints,
6 that the fellowship of your faith may become effective in the knowledge

of every good thing which is in us in Christ Jesus.
7Forwehavemuch joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the

saints have been refreshed through you, brother.
8 Therefore though I have all boldness in Christ to command you that

which is appropriate,
9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you, being such a one as Paul, the

aged, but also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.
10 I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have become the father

of in my chains,†
11who once was useless to you, but now is useful to you and tome.
12 I am sending him back. Therefore receive him, that is, my own heart,
13whom I desired to keepwithme, that on your behalf hemight serveme

inmy chains for the Good News.
14But Iwaswilling todonothingwithout your consent, that your goodness

would not be as of necessity, but of free will.
15 For perhaps he was therefore separated from you for a while that you

would have him forever,
16no longerasa slave, butmore thanaslave, abelovedbrother—especially

to me, but howmuch rather to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17 If then you count me a partner, receive him as you would receive me.
18 But if he has wronged you at all or owes you anything, put that to my

account.
19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it (not to mention to

you that you owe tome even your own self besides).
20Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in

the Lord.
21Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you

will do even beyondwhat I say.
22Also, prepare a guest room forme, for I hope that through your prayers

I will be restored to you.
23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you,
24as doMark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellowworkers.
25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 Onesimusmeans “useful”.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through the prophets at

many times and in various ways,
2has at the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed

heir of all things, through whom also hemade the worlds.
3His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and

upholding all things by the word of his power, who, when he had by himself
purified us of our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high,

4 having become as much better than the angels as the more excellent
name he has inherited is better than theirs.

5For to which of the angels did he say at any time,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father?”✡
and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”✡
6When he again brings in the firstborn into the world he says, “Let all the

angels of God worship him.”✡
7Of the angels he says,

“Hemakes his angels winds,
and his servants a flame of fire.”✡

8But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.

The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your Kingdom.
9You have loved righteousness and hated iniquity;

thereforeGod, yourGod, hasanointedyouwith theoil of gladnessabove
your fellows.”✡

10And,
“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foundation of the earth.

The heavens are the works of your hands.
11They will perish, but you continue.

They all will grow old like a garment does.
12Youwill roll them up like amantle,

and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”✡

13But which of the angels has he told at any time,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet?”✡
14Aren’t they all serving spirits, sent out to do service for the sake of those

whowill inherit salvation?

2
1Thereforeweought topaygreaterattention to the things thatwereheard,

lest perhaps we drift away.

✡ 1:5 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 1:5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 ✡ 1:6 Deuteronomy32:43LXX ✡ 1:7
Psalms 104:4 ✡ 1:9 Psalms 45:6-7 ✡ 1:12 Psalms 102:25-27 ✡ 1:13 Psalms 110:1
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2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,

3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation—which at the first
having been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who
heard,

4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders, by various
works of power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his ownwill?

5For he didn’t subject the world to come, of which we speak, to angels.
6But one has somewhere testified, saying,

“What is man, that you think of him?
Or the son of man, that you care for him?

7Youmade him a little lower than the angels.
You crowned himwith glory and honor.*
8You have put all things in subjection under his feet.”✡

For in that he subjected all things to him, he left nothing that is not subject
to him. But nowwe don’t yet see all things subjected to him.

9But we see him who has been made a little lower than the angels, Jesus,
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the
grace of God he should taste of death for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom are all things and through whom are
all things, in bringing many children to glory, to make the author of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.

11Forbothhewho sanctifies and thosewhoare sanctifiedare all fromone,
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brothers,†

12 saying,
“I will declare your name tomy brothers.

Among the congregation I will sing your praise.”✡
13Again, “I will put my trust in him.” Again, “Behold, here I am with the

children whomGod has givenme.”✡
14 Since then the children have shared in flesh and blood, he also himself

in the same way partook of the same, that through death he might bring to
nothing himwho had the power of death, that is, the devil,

15 and might deliver all of them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.

16Formost certainly, he doesn’t give help to angels, but he gives help to the
offspring‡ of Abraham.

17Thereforehewasobligated inall things tobemade likehisbrothers, that
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

18For in thathehimself has sufferedbeing tempted, he is able tohelp those
who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider the

Apostle and High Priest of our confession: Jesus,

* 2:7 TR adds “and set him over theworks of your hands” ✡ 2:8 Psalms 8:4-6 † 2:11 Theword
for “brothers” here and where context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ✡ 2:12 Psalms 22:22 ✡ 2:13 Isaiah 8:18 ‡ 2:16 or, seed
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2whowas faithful to himwho appointed him, as also Moses was in all his
house.

3 For he has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, because he
who built the house has more honor than the house.

4For every house is built by someone; but he who built all things is God.
5Moses indeedwas faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony of

those things which were afterward to be spoken,
6but Christ* is faithful as a Sonoverhis house. Wearehis house, ifwehold

fast our confidence and the glorying of our hope firm to the end.
7Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today if you will hear his voice,
8don’t harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
in the day of the trial in the wilderness,
9where your fathers testedme and triedme,
and sawmy deeds for forty years.

10Therefore I was displeased with that generation,
and said, ‘They always err in their heart,
but they didn’t knowmyways.’

11As I swore inmywrath,
‘They will not enter into my rest.’ ”✡

12Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there might be in any one of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God;

13but exhort one another day by day, so long as it is called “today”, lest any
one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

14Forwe have become partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence firm to the end,

15while it is said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.”✡
16Forwho,when they heard, rebelled? Wasn’t it all thosewho came out of

Egypt led byMoses?
17With whom was he displeased forty years? Wasn’t it with those who

sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?
18Towhomdidhe swear that theywouldn’t enter into his rest, but to those

whowere disobedient?
19We see that they weren’t able to enter in because of unbelief.

4
1Let’s fear therefore, lestperhapsanyoneofyoushouldseemtohavecome

short of a promise of entering into his rest.
2For indeedwe have had good news preached to us, even as they also did,

but the word they heard didn’t profit them, because it wasn’t mixed with
faith by those who heard.

3Forwewho have believed do enter into that rest, even as he has said, “As
I swore in my wrath, they will not enter into my rest;”✡ although the works
were finished from the foundation of the world.

4Forhehas said this somewhere about the seventhday, “God rested on the
seventh day from all his works;”✡

* 3:6 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ✡ 3:11 Psalms 95:7-11 ✡ 3:15 Psalms 95:7-8 ✡ 4:3
Psalms 95:11 ✡ 4:4 Genesis 2:2
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5and in this place again, “They will not enter into my rest.”✡
6 Seeing therefore it remains that some should enter into it, and they to

whom the good news was preached before failed to enter in because of
disobedience,

7 he again defines a certain day, “today”, saying through David so long a
time afterward (just as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”✡
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have spoken afterward

of another day.
9There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God.
10 For he who has entered into his rest has himself also rested from his

works, as God did from his.
11Let’s therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, lest anyone fall after

the same example of disobedience.
12For thewordofGod is livingandactive, and sharper thanany two-edged

sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, but all things are
naked and laid open before the eyes of him to whom we must give an
account.

14Having then a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let’s hold tightly to our confession.

15For we don’t have a high priest who can’t be touchedwith the feeling of
our infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet
without sin.

16Let’s therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy andmay find grace for help in time of need.

5
1For everyhighpriest, being taken fromamongmen, is appointed formen

in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins.

2 The high priest can deal gently with those who are ignorant and going
astray, because he himself is also surrounded with weakness.

3Because of this, hemust offer sacrifices for sins for the people, as well as
for himself.

4 Nobody takes this honor on himself, but he is called by God, just like
Aaron was.

5So also Christ didn’t glorify himself to bemade a high priest, but itwas he
who said to him,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.”✡
6As he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”✡

7He, in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers and petitions with
strong crying and tears to him who was able to save him from death, and
having been heard for his godly fear,
✡ 4:5 Psalms 95:11 ✡ 4:7 Psalms 95:7-8 ✡ 5:5 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 5:6 Psalms 110:4
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8 though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he
suffered.

9Having been made perfect, he became to all of those who obey him the
author of eternal salvation,

10named by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
11About himwehavemanywords to say, andhard to interpret, seeing you

have become dull of hearing.
12Foralthoughby this timeyou shouldbe teachers, youagainneed tohave

someone teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the revelations of
God. You have come to needmilk, and not solid food.

13 For everyone who lives on milk is not experienced in the word of
righteousness, for he is a baby.

14But solid food is for thosewho are full grown,whoby reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern good and evil.

6
1Therefore leaving the teaching of the first principles of Christ, let’s press

on to perfection—not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead
works, of faith toward God,

2 of the teaching of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment.

3This will we do, if God permits.
4 For concerning those who were once enlightened and tasted of the

heavenly gift, and weremade partakers of the Holy Spirit,
5and tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,
6 and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance;

seeing they crucify the Son of God for themselves again, and put him to open
shame.

7For the landwhichhasdrunk therain that comesoftenon it andproduces
a crop suitable for themforwhose sake it is also tilled, receivesblessing from
God;

8 but if it bears thorns and thistles, it is rejected and near being cursed,
whose end is to be burned.

9But, beloved, we are persuaded of better things for you, and things that
accompany salvation, even though we speak like this.

10 For God is not unrighteous, so as to forget your work and the labor of
love which you showed toward his name, in that you served the saints, and
still do serve them.

11 We desire that each one of you may show the same diligence to the
fullness of hope even to the end,

12 that youwon’t be sluggish, but imitators of thosewho through faith and
perseverance inherited the promises.

13For when Godmade a promise to Abraham, since he could swear by no
one greater, he swore by himself,

14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply
you.”✡

15Thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men indeed swear by a greater one, and in every dispute of theirs

the oath is final for confirmation.
✡ 6:14 Genesis 22:17
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17 In thiswayGod, beingdetermined to showmoreabundantly to theheirs
of the promise the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an oath,

18 that by two immutable things, inwhich it is impossible for God to lie, we
may have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to take hold of
the hope set before us.

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and
steadfast and entering into that which is within the veil,

20where as a forerunner Jesus entered for us, having become ahigh priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of God Most High, who met

Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,
2 to whom also Abraham divided a tenth part of all (being first, by

interpretation, “king of righteousness”, and then also “king of Salem”, which
means “king of peace”,

3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God), remains
a priest continually.

4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even Abraham the
patriarch gave a tenth out of the best plunder.

5 They indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest’s office have a
commandment to take tithes from the people according to the law, that is,
of their brothers, though these have come out of the body of Abraham,

6 but he whose genealogy is not counted from them has accepted tithes
from Abraham, and has blessed himwho has the promises.

7But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.
8Herepeoplewhodie receive tithes, but there one receives tithes ofwhom

it is testified that he lives.
9We can say that through Abraham even Levi, who receives tithes, has

paid tithes,
10 for he was yet in the body of his father whenMelchizedekmet him.
11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for under it

the people have received the law), what further need was there for another
priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after the
order of Aaron?

12 For the priesthood being changed, there is of necessity a change made
also in the law.

13 For he of whom these things are said belongs to another tribe, from
which no one has officiated at the altar.

14For it is evident that ourLordhas sprungout of Judah, aboutwhich tribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.

15This is yetmore abundantly evident, if after the likeness ofMelchizedek
there arises another priest,

16who has been made, not after the law of a fleshly commandment, but
after the power of an endless life;

17 for it is testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to the order of Melchizedek.”✡
✡ 7:17 Psalms 110:4
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18 For there is an annulling of a foregoing commandment because of its
weakness and uselessness

19 (for the law made nothing perfect), and a bringing in of a better hope,
through which we draw near to God.

20 Inasmuch as he was not made priest without the taking of an oath
21 (for they indeed have been made priests without an oath), but he with

an oath by him that says of him,
“The Lord swore andwill not change his mind,

‘You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.’ ”✡

22By somuch, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
23Many, indeed, have beenmade priests, because they are hindered from

continuing by death.
24But he, because he lives forever, has his priesthood unchangeable.
25Thereforehe is also able to save to theuttermost thosewhodrawnear to

God throughhim, seeing that he lives forever tomake intercession for them.
26 For such a high priest was fitting for us: holy, guiltless, undefiled,

separated from sinners, andmade higher than the heavens;
27whodoesn’t need, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices daily, first

for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. For he did this once for
all, when he offered up himself.

28 For the law appoints men as high priests who have weakness, but the
word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a Son forever who has
been perfected.

8
1Now in the things which we are saying, the main point is this: we have

such a high priest, who sat down on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens,

2 a servant of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
pitched, not man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices.
Therefore it is necessary that this high priest also have something to offer.

4 For if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, seeing there are
priests who offer the gifts according to the law,

5who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, even asMoses was
warned byGodwhen hewas about tomake the tabernacle, for he said, “See,
you shall make everything according to the pattern that was shown to you
on themountain.”✡

6But now he has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as he is
also the mediator of a better covenant, which on better promises has been
given as law.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have
been sought for a second.

8For finding fault with them, he said,
“Behold,* the days are coming”, says the Lord,

“that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah;

✡ 7:21 Psalms 110:4 ✡ 8:5 Exodus 25:40 * 8:8 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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9not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers
in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt;

for they didn’t continue inmy covenant,
and I disregarded them,” says the Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days,” says the Lord:

“I will put my laws into their mind;
I will also write them on their heart.

I will be their God,
and they will be my people.

11They will not teach everyman his fellow citizen†
and everyman his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for all will knowme,
from their least to their greatest.

12For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness.
I will remember their sins and lawless deeds nomore.”✡

13 In that he says, “A new covenant”, he has made the first obsolete. But
that which is becoming obsolete and grows aged is near to vanishing away.

9
1 Now indeed even the first* covenant had ordinances of divine service

and an earthly sanctuary.
2For a tabernacle was prepared. In the first part were the lamp stand, the

table, and the show bread, which is called the Holy Place.
3 After the second veil was the tabernacle which is called the Holy of

Holies,
4having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on

all sides with gold, in which was a golden pot holding the manna, Aaron’s
rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant;

5and above it cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat, of which
things we can’t speak now in detail.

6Nowthese thingshavingbeen thusprepared, thepriests go incontinually
into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the services,

7 but into the second the high priest alone, once in the year, not without
blood, which he offers for himself and for the errors of the people.

8The Holy Spirit is indicating this, that the way into the Holy Place wasn’t
yet revealed while the first tabernacle was still standing.

9This is a symbol of the present age, where gifts and sacrifices are offered
that are incapable, concerning the conscience, of making the worshiper
perfect,

10 being only (with foods and drinks and various washings) fleshly ordi-
nances, imposed until a time of reformation.

11 But Christ having come as a high priest of the coming good things,
through the greater andmore perfect tabernacle, notmadewith hands, that
is to say, not of this creation,

12 nor yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own
blood, entered in once for all into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal
redemption.
† 8:11 TR reads “neighbor” instead of “fellow citizen” ✡ 8:12 Jeremiah 31:31-34 * 9:1 TR adds
“tabernacle”
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13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling
those who have been defiled, sanctify to the cleanness of the flesh,

14howmuchmore will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without defect to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?

15 For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, since a death has
occurred for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
covenant, that those who have been called may receive the promise of the
eternal inheritance.

16 For where a last will and testament is, there must of necessity be the
death of himwhomade it.

17For a will is in force where there has been death, for it is never in force
while he whomade it lives.

18Therefore even thefirst covenant hasnot beendedicatedwithout blood.
19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the

people according to the law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats,
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself
and all the people,

20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded
you.”✡

21 He sprinkled the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry in the
samewaywith the blood.

22 According to the law, nearly everything is cleansed with blood, and
apart from shedding of blood there is no remission.

23 It was necessary therefore that the copies of the things in the heavens
should be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with
better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ hasn’t entered into holy places made with hands, which are
representations of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us;

25nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest enters into
the holy place year by year with blood not his own,

26 or else he must have suffered often since the foundation of the world.
But now once at the end of the ages, he has been revealed to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

27 Inasmuchas it is appointed formen todieonce, andafter this, judgment,
28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will

appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save thosewho are eagerly
waiting for him.

10
1 For the law, having a shadow of the good to come, not the very image of

the things, can never with the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer
continually, make perfect those who draw near.

2Or elsewouldn’t they have ceased to be offered, because theworshipers,
having been once cleansed, would have had nomore consciousness of sins?

3But in those sacrifices there is a yearly reminder of sins.
4 For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away

sins.
5Therefore when he comes into the world, he says,

✡ 9:20 Exodus 24:8
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“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offering,
but you prepared a body for me.

6You had no pleasure in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin.
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written
of me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”✡
8 Previously saying, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings

and sacrifices for sin you didn’t desire, neither had pleasure in them” (those
which are offered according to the law),

9 then he has said, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He takes away
the first, that hemay establish the second,

10by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 Every priest indeed stands day by day serving and offering often the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins,

12 but he, when he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on
the right hand of God,

13 from that time waiting until his enemies are made the footstool of his
feet.

14 For by one offering he has perfected forever those who are being
sanctified.

15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them

after those days,” says the Lord,
“I will put my laws on their heart,

I will also write them on their mind;”✡
then he says,

17 “I will remember their sins and their iniquities nomore.”✡
18Nowwhere remission of these is, there is nomore offering for sin.
19Having therefore, brothers, boldness to enter into the holy place by the

blood of Jesus,
20by thewaywhich he dedicated for us, a newand livingway, through the

veil, that is to say, his flesh,
21and having a great priest over God’s house,
22 let’s draw near with a true heart in fullness of faith, having our hearts

sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our body washed with pure
water,

23 let’s hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering; for he who
promised is faithful.

24Let’s consider how to provoke one another to love and good works,
25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some

is, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

26For ifwe sinwillfully afterwehave received the knowledge of the truth,
there remains nomore a sacrifice for sins,

27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire
which will devour the adversaries.

28AmanwhodisregardsMoses’ lawdieswithout compassion on theword
of two or three witnesses.
✡ 10:7 Psalms 40:6-8 ✡ 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 ✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34
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29Howmuchworse punishment do you think hewill be judgedworthy of
whohas troddenunder foot the Son of God, andhas counted the blood of the
covenantwithwhichhewas sanctified anunholy thing, andhas insulted the
Spirit of grace?

30Forweknowhimwhosaid, “Vengeancebelongs tome. Iwill repay,” says
the Lord.✡ Again, “The Lord will judge his people.”✡

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32 But remember the former days, in which, after you were enlightened,

you endured a great struggle with sufferings:
33 partly, being exposed to both reproaches and oppressions, and partly,

becoming partakers with those whowere treated so.
34For you both had compassion onme inmy chains and joyfully accepted

the plundering of your possessions, knowing that you have for yourselves a
better possession and an enduring one in the heavens.

35Therefore don’t throw away your boldness, which has a great reward.
36 For you need endurance so that, having done the will of God, you may

receive the promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comes will come andwill not wait.
38But the righteous one will live by faith.

If he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”✡
39Butwe are not of thosewho shrink back to destruction, but of thosewho

have faith to the saving of the soul.

11
1Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen.
2For by this, the elders obtained approval.
3By faithweunderstand that the universe has been framedby theword of

God, so that what is seen has not beenmade out of things which are visible.
4By faithAbel offered toGod amore excellent sacrifice thanCain, through

which he had testimony given to him that he was righteous, God testifying
with respect to his gifts; and through it he, being dead, still speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken away, so that he wouldn’t see death, and he
was not found, because God translated him. For he has had testimony given
to him that before his translation he had been well pleasing to God.

6Without faith it is impossible tobewell pleasing tohim, forhewhocomes
to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who
seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned about things not yet seen, moved with
godly fear,* prepared a ship for the saving of his house, through which
he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is
according to faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go out to the place
whichhewas to receive for an inheritance. Hewent out, not knowingwhere
he went.

9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a land not his
own, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise.
✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:35 ✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalms 135:14 ✡ 10:38 Habakkuk
2:3-4 * 11:7 or, reverence
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10 For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose builder
andmaker is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself received power to conceive, and she bore
a child when she was past age, since she counted him faithful who had
promised.

12Therefore asmany as the stars of the sky inmultitude, and as innumer-
able as the sand which is by the sea shore, were fathered by one man, and
him as good as dead.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen† them and embraced them from afar, and having confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a
country of their own.

15 If indeed they had been thinking of that country fromwhich they went
out, they would have had enough time to return.

16But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamedof them, to be called their God, for he has prepared a city
for them.

17By faith, Abraham, being tested, offeredup Isaac. Yes, hewhohadgladly
received the promises was offering up his only born‡ son,

18 to whom it was said, “Your offspring will be accounted as from Isaac,” ✡
19 concluding that God is able to raise up even from the dead. Figuratively

speaking, he also did receive him back from the dead.
20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even concerning things to come.
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph,

and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.
22By faith Joseph, when his endwas near, mademention of the departure

of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.
23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his

parents, because they saw that he was a beautiful child; and they were not
afraid of the king’s commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter,

25 choosing rather to share ill treatment with God’s people than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a time,

26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt; for he looked to the reward.

27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured,
as seeing himwho is invisible.

28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the
destroyer of the firstborn should not touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry land. When the
Egyptians tried to do so, they were swallowed up.

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for
seven days.

31By faith Rahab the prostitute didn’t perish with those whowere disobe-
dient, having received the spies in peace.
† 11:13 TR adds “and being convinced of” ‡ 11:17 The phrase “only born” is from the Greekword
“μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten”or “one andonly”. ✡ 11:18 Genesis 21:12
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32What more shall I say? For the time would fail me if I told of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets—

33who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked out righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped themouths of lions,✡

34 quenched the power of fire,✡ escaped the edge of the sword,✡ from
weaknessweremade strong, grewmighty inwar, and caused foreignarmies
to flee.

35Women received their dead by resurrection.✡ Otherswere tortured, not
accepting their deliverance, that theymight obtain a better resurrection.

36Others were tried by mocking and scourging, yes, moreover by bonds
and imprisonment.

37 They were stoned.✡ They were sawn apart. They were tempted. They
were slain with the sword.✡ They went around in sheep skins and in goat
skins; being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—

38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering in deserts, mountains,
caves, and the holes of the earth.

39 These all, having been commended for their faith, didn’t receive the
promise,

40 God having provided some better thing concerning us, so that apart
from us they should not bemade perfect.

12
1 Therefore let’s also, seeing we are surrounded by so great a cloud of

witnesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily entangles us,
and let’s run with perseverance the race that is set before us,

2 looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy that
was set before himendured the cross, despising its shame, andhas sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.

3For consider himwho has endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, that you don’t growweary, fainting in your souls.

4You have not yet resisted to blood, striving against sin.
5 You have forgotten the exhortation which reasons with you as with

children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chastening of the Lord,

nor faint when you are reproved by him;
6 for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”✡

7 It is for discipline that you endure. God deals with you as with children,
for what son is there whom his father doesn’t discipline?

8But if you arewithout discipline, of which all have beenmade partakers,
then you are illegitimate, and not children.

9Furthermore, we had the fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we paid
them respect. Shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of
spirits and live?

10 For they indeed for a few days disciplined us as seemed good to them,
but he for our profit, that wemay be partakers of his holiness.

✡ 11:33 Daniel 6:22-23 ✡ 11:34 Daniel 3:1-30 ✡ 11:34 1 Kings 19:1-3; 2 Kings 6:31—7:20
✡ 11:35 1 Kings 17:17-23; 2 Kings 4:32-37 ✡ 11:37 2 Chronicles 24:20-21 ✡ 11:37 Jeremiah
26:20-23; 1 Kings 19:10 ✡ 12:6 Proverbs 3:11-12
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11All chastening seems for the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet
afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it.

12Therefore lift up the hands that hang down and the feeble knees, ✡
13 and make straight paths for your feet,✡ so what is lame may not be

dislocated, but rather be healed.
14 Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification without which

nomanwill see the Lord,
15 looking carefully lest there be any man who falls short of the grace of

God, lest any root of bitterness springingup trouble youandmanybedefiled
by it,

16 lest there be any sexually immoral person or profane person, like Esau,
who sold his birthright for onemeal.

17 For you know that even when he afterward desired to inherit the
blessing, hewas rejected, for he found no place for a change ofmind though
he sought it diligently with tears.

18 For you have not come to a mountain that might be touched and that
burned with fire, and to blackness, darkness, storm,

19 the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which those who heard
it begged that not onemore word should be spoken to them,

20 for they could not stand thatwhichwas commanded, “If even an animal
touches themountain, it shall be stoned”.*✡

21 So fearful was the appearance that Moses said, “I am terrified and
trembling.”✡

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable multitudes of angels,

23 to the festal gathering and assembly of the firstbornwho are enrolled in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just menmade perfect,

24 to Jesus, themediator of a new covenant,✡ and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better than that of Abel.

25See that youdon’t refusehimwho speaks. For if theydidn’t escapewhen
they refused him who warned on the earth, how much more will we not
escape who turn away from himwhowarns from heaven,

26whose voice shook the earth then, but nowhehas promised, saying, “Yet
oncemore I will shake not only the earth, but also the heavens.”✡

27This phrase, “Yet oncemore” signifies the removing of those things that
are shaken, as of things that havebeenmade, that those thingswhicharenot
shakenmay remain.

28 Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that can’t be shaken, let’s have grace,
through which we serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe,

29 for our God is a consuming fire.✡

13
1Let brotherly love continue.
2Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for in doing so, some have

entertained angels without knowing it.

✡ 12:12 Isaiah 35:3 ✡ 12:13 Proverbs 4:26 * 12:20 TR adds “or shotwith an arrow” ✡ 12:20
Exodus 19:12-13 ✡ 12:21 Deuteronomy 9:19 ✡ 12:24 Jeremiah 31:31 ✡ 12:26 Haggai 2:6
✡ 12:29 Deuteronomy 4:24
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3Remember those who are in bonds, as bound with them, and those who
are ill-treated, since you are also in the body.

4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled;
but God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers.

5 Be free from the love of money, content with such things as you have,
for he has said, “I will in no way leave you, neither will I in any way forsake
you.”✡

6 So that with good courage we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.

What canman do tome?”✡
7 Remember your leaders, men who spoke to you the word of God, and

considering the results of their conduct, imitate their faith.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
9Don’t be carried awaybyvarious and strange teachings, for it is good that

the heart be established by grace, not by foods, through which those who
were so occupied were not benefited.

10We have an altar fromwhich those who serve the holy tabernacle have
no right to eat.

11 For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the holy
place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside of the
camp.✡

12Therefore Jesus also, that hemight sanctify the people through his own
blood, suffered outside of the gate.

13Let’s therefore go out to him outside of the camp, bearing his reproach.
14 For we don’t have here an enduring city, but we seek that which is to

come.
15Throughhim, then, let’sofferupasacrificeofpraise toGod✡ continually,

that is, the fruit of lips which proclaim allegiance to his name.
16 But don’t forget to be doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices

God is well pleased.
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for theywatch on behalf of your

souls, as those who will give account, that theymay do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be unprofitable for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are persuaded that we have a good conscience,
desiring to live honorably in all things.

19 I strongly urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you sooner.
20Nowmay the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the great

shepherd of the sheepwith the blood of an eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus,
21make you complete in every good work to do his will, working in you

that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whombe the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

22 But I exhort you, brothers, endure the word of exhortation, for I have
written to you in fewwords.

23Know that our brother Timothy has been freed, withwhom, if he comes
shortly, I will see you.

24Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. The Italians greet you.
25Grace be with you all. Amen.

✡ 13:5 Deuteronomy 31:6 ✡ 13:6 Psalms 118:6-7 ✡ 13:11 Leviticus 16:27 ✡ 13:15 Psalms
50:23
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,* to the twelve tribes

which are in the Dispersion: Greetings.
2Count it all joy, my brothers,†when you fall into various temptations,
3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
4 Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and

complete, lacking in nothing.
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
6But let him ask in faith, without any doubting, for hewho doubts is like a

wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.
7For thatman shouldn’t think that hewill receive anything from the Lord.
8He is a double-mindedman, unstable in all his ways.
9Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his high position;
10 and the rich, in that he is made humble, because like the flower in the

grass, he will pass away.
11 For the sun arises with the scorching wind and withers the grass; and

the flower in it falls, and the beauty of its appearance perishes. So the rich
manwill also fade away in his pursuits.

12 Blessed is a person who endures temptation, for when he has been
approved, hewill receive the crownof lifewhich the Lord promised to those
who love him.

13Let noman saywhenhe is tempted, “I am temptedbyGod,” forGod can’t
be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one.

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust and
enticed.

15 Then the lust, when it has conceived, bears sin. The sin, when it is full
grown, produces death.

16Don’t be deceived, my beloved brothers.
17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from

the Father of lights, with whom can be no variation nor turning shadow.
18Of his own will he gave birth to us by the word of truth, that we should

be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
19 So, then, my beloved brothers, let every man be swift to hear, slow to

speak, and slow to anger;
20 for the anger of man doesn’t produce the righteousness of God.
21 Therefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness,

receivewith humility the implantedword, which is able to save your souls.‡
22 But be doers of the word, and not only hearers, deluding your own

selves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man

looking at his natural face in amirror;
24 for he sees himself, and goes away, and immediately forgets what kind

of man he was.

* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:2 Theword for “brothers”hereandwherecontext allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:21 or, preserve your life.
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25 But he who looks into the perfect law of freedom and continues, not
being a hearer who forgets but a doer of the work, this man will be blessed
in what he does.

26 If anyone among you thinks himself to be religious while he doesn’t
bridle his tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s religion is worthless.

27 Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this: to visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained
by the world.

2
1My brothers, don’t hold the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with

partiality.
2 For if a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, comes into your syna-

gogue,* and a poorman in filthy clothing also comes in,
3and youpay special attention to himwhowears the fine clothing and say,

“Sit here in a good place;” and you tell the poorman, “Stand there,” or “Sit by
my footstool”

4haven’t you shownpartiality amongyourselves, andbecome judgeswith
evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my beloved brothers. Didn’t God choose those who are poor in
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdomwhich he promised to
those who love him?

6But you have dishonored the poor man. Don’t the rich oppress you and
personally drag you before the courts?

7Don’t they blaspheme the honorable name by which you are called?
8However, if you fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall

love your neighbor as yourself,”✡ you do well.
9But if you show partiality, you commit sin, being convicted by the law as

transgressors.
10Forwhoever keeps thewhole law, and yet stumbles in one point, he has

become guilty of all.
11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,”✡ also said, “Do not commit

murder.”✡ Now if you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law.

12 So speak and so do as menwho are to be judged by the law of freedom.
13For judgment is withoutmercy to himwho has shown nomercy. Mercy

triumphs over judgment.
14Whatgood is it,mybrothers, if amansayshehas faith, buthasnoworks?

Can faith save him?
15And if a brother or sister is naked and in lack of daily food,
16 and one of you tells them, “Go in peace. Be warmed and filled;” yet you

didn’t give them the things the body needs, what good is it?
17Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead in itself.
18 Yes, a man will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your

faith without works, and I will show youmy faith bymyworks.
19You believe that God is one. You do well. The demons also believe—and

shudder.
20But do youwant to know, vainman, that faith apart fromworks is dead?

* 2:2 or, meeting ✡ 2:8 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 ✡ 2:11
Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17
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21 Wasn’t Abraham our father justified by works, in that he offered up
Isaac his son on the altar?

22 You see that faith worked with his works, and by works faith was
perfected.

23 So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and
it was accounted to him as righteousness,”✡ and he was called the friend of
God.

24You see then that by works aman is justified, and not only by faith.
25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also justified by works

when she received themessengers and sent them out another way?
26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from

works is dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will

receive heavier judgment.
2Forwe all stumble inmany things. Anyonewho doesn’t stumble inword

is a perfect person, able to bridle the whole body also.
3 Indeed, we put bits into the horses’mouths so that theymay obey us, and

we guide their whole body.
4 Behold,* the ships also, though they are so big and are driven by fierce

winds, are yet guided by a very small rudder, wherever the pilot desires.
5 So the tongue is also a little member, and boasts great things. See how a

small fire can spread to a large forest!
6And the tongue is a fire. Theworld of iniquity among ourmembers is the

tongue, which defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature,
and is set on fire by Gehenna.†

7For every kind of animal, bird, creeping thing, and sea creature is tamed,
and has been tamed bymankind;

8but nobody can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men who are

made in the image of God.
10Out of the samemouth comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, these

things ought not to be so.
11Does a spring send out from the same opening fresh and bitter water?
12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, yield olives, or a vine figs? Thus no spring

yields both salt water and fresh water.
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by his good

conduct that his deeds are done in gentleness of wisdom.
14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t

boast and don’t lie against the truth.
15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly,

sensual, and demonic.
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is confusion and

every evil deed.
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle,

reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy.

✡ 2:23 Genesis 15:6 * 3:4 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection. † 3:6 or, Hell
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18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.

4
1Where do wars and fightings among you come from? Don’t they come

from your pleasures that war in yourmembers?
2 You lust, and don’t have. You murder and covet, and can’t obtain. You

fight andmake war. You don’t have, because you don’t ask.
3You ask, and don’t receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that

youmay spend it on your pleasures.
4Youadulterers andadulteresses, don’t youknow that friendshipwith the

world is hostility towardGod? Whoever thereforewants to be a friendof the
worldmakes himself an enemy of God.

5Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who lives in
us yearns jealously”?

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.”✡

7Be subject therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
8Drawnear toGod, andhewill drawnear to you. Cleanse your hands, you

sinners. Purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9Lament,mourn, andweep. Let your laughter be turned tomourning and

your joy to gloom.
10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will exalt you.
11 Don’t speak against one another, brothers. He who speaks against a

brother and judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law.
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.

12Only one is the lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. But who are
you to judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow let’s go into this city and
spend a year there, trade, andmake a profit.”

14 Yet you don’t know what your life will be like tomorrow. For what is
your life? For youare a vapor that appears for a little timeand thenvanishes
away.

15 For you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will both live, and do this or
that.”

16But now you glory in your boasting. All such boasting is evil.
17To him thereforewho knows to do good and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.

5
1Comenow, you rich,weep andhowl for yourmiseries that are coming on

you.
2Your riches are corrupted and your garments are moth-eaten.
3Your gold and your silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be for a

testimony against you andwill eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up your
treasure in the last days.

4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you
have kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of those who reaped have
entered into the ears of the Lord of Armies.*

✡ 4:6 Proverbs 3:34 * 5:4 Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot)



James 5:5 1958 James 5:20

5Youhave lived in luxury on the earth, and taken your pleasure. You have
nourished your hearts as in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and you have murdered the righteous one. He
doesn’t resist you.

7Be patient therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it
receives the early and late rain.

8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
at hand.

9 Don’t grumble, brothers, against one another, so that you won’t be
judged. Behold, the judge stands at the door.

10 Take, brothers, for an example of suffering and of perseverance, the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

11 Behold, we call them blessed who endured. You have heard of the
perseverance of Job and have seen the Lord in the outcome, and how the
Lord is full of compassion andmercy.

12But above all things, my brothers, don’t swear—not by heaven, or by the
earth, or by any other oath; but let your “yes” be “yes”, and your “no”, “no”,
so that you don’t fall into hypocrisy.†

13 Is any among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing
praises.

14 Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the assembly, and
let them pray over him, anointing himwith oil in the name of the Lord;

15and the prayer of faith will heal himwho is sick, and the Lord will raise
him up. If he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

16Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that youmay
be healed. The insistent prayer of a righteous person is powerfully effective.

17Elijahwas amanwith a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it
might not rain, and it didn’t rain on the earth for three years and sixmonths.

18He prayed again, and the sky gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.
19Brothers, if any among youwanders from the truth and someone turns

him back,
20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will

save a soul from death andwill cover amultitude of sins.

† 5:12 TR reads “under judgment” instead of “into hypocrisy”
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,* to the chosen ones who are living

as foreigners in the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia,

2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the
Spirit, that youmayobey Jesus Christ andbe sprinkledwith his blood: Grace
to you and peace bemultiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to his great mercy caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that doesn’t fade away,
reserved in Heaven for you,

5whoby the power of God are guarded through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved in various trials,

7 that the proof of your faith, which is more precious than gold that
perishes, even though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise,
glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ—

8whom, not having known, you love. In him, though now you don’t see
him, yet believing, you rejoice greatly with joy that is unspeakable and full
of glory,

9 receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
10Concerning this salvation, the prophets sought and searched diligently.

They prophesied of the grace that would come to you,
11 searching forwho orwhat kind of time the Spirit of Christ whichwas in

them pointed to when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories
that would follow them.

12 To them it was revealed that they served not themselves, but you, in
these things, which now have been announced to you through those who
preached the Good News to you by the Holy Spirit sent out from heaven;
which things angels desire to look into.

13 Therefore prepare your minds for action.† Be sober, and set your hope
fullyon thegrace thatwill bebrought toyouat therevelationof JesusChrist—

14 as children of obedience, not conforming yourselves according to your
former lusts as in your ignorance,

15but just as hewho called you is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all of
your behavior,

16because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”✡
17 If you call on him as Father, who without respect of persons judges

according to eachman’swork, pass the timeof your living as foreigners here
in reverent fear,

18knowing that youwere redeemed, notwith corruptible things like silver
or gold, from the useless way of life handed down from your fathers,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:13 literally, “gird up the waist of yourmind” or “put on
the belt of the waist of yourmind” ✡ 1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45
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19butwith precious blood, as of a lambwithout blemish or spot, the blood
of Christ,

20whowas foreknown indeed before the foundation of theworld, butwas
revealed in this last age for your sake,

21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hopemight be in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth
through the Spirit in sincere brotherly affection, love one another from the
heart fervently,

23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
through the word of God, which lives and remains forever.

24For,
“All flesh is like grass,

and all of man’s glory like the flower in the grass.
The grass withers, and its flower falls;

25but the Lord’s word endures forever.”✡
This is the word of Good News which was preached to you.

2
1Puttingaway thereforeallwickedness, all deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and

all evil speaking,
2as newborn babies, long for the pure spiritual milk, that with it youmay

grow,
3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
4Come to him, a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God,

precious.
5 You also as living stones are built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.

6Because it is contained in Scripture,
“Behold,* I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, chosen and precious.

He who believes in himwill not be disappointed.”✡
7 For you who believe therefore is the honor, but for those who are

disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone,”✡
8and,

“a stumbling stone and a rock of offense.”✡
For they stumble at the word, being disobedient, to which also they were

appointed.
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people

for God’s own possession, that youmay proclaim the excellence of himwho
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

10 In the past, you were not a people, but now are God’s people, who had
not obtainedmercy, but now have obtainedmercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly
lusts which war against the soul,

✡ 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8 * 2:6 “Behold”, from ”הִנֵּ͏ה“ or “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 2:7 Psalms 118:22 ✡ 2:8
Isaiah 8:14
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12having good behavior among the nations, so in that ofwhich they speak
against you as evildoers, they may see your good works and glorify God in
the day of visitation.

13 Therefore subject yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether to the king, as supreme,

14or to governors, as sentbyhimforvengeanceonevildoers and forpraise
to those who do well.

15 For this is the will of God, that by well-doing you should put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men.

16Liveas freepeople, yetnotusingyour freedomforacloakofwickedness,
but as bondservants of God.

17Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
18 Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all respect, not only to

the good and gentle, but also to the wicked.
19 For it is commendable if someone endures pain, suffering unjustly,

because of conscience toward God.
20Forwhat glory is it if, when you sin, youpatiently endure beating? But if

when youdowell, you patiently endure suffering, this is commendablewith
God.

21 For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving
you† an example, that you should follow his steps,

22who didn’t sin, “neither was deceit found in his mouth.”✡
23When he was cursed, he didn’t curse back. When he suffered, he didn’t

threaten, but committed himself to himwho judges righteously.
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we, having died to

sins, might live to righteousness. You were healed by his wounds.‡
25For youwere going astray like sheep; but now you have returned to the

Shepherd and Overseer§ of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, so that,

even if any don’t obey the Word, they may be won by the behavior of their
wives without a word,

2 seeing your pure behavior in fear.
3 Let your beauty come not from the outward adorning of braiding your

hair, and of wearing gold ornaments or of putting on fine clothing,
4but from the hidden person of the heart, in the incorruptible adornment

of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in God’s sight.
5 For this is how in the past the holy women who hoped in God also

adorned themselves, being in subjection to their own husbands.
6So Sarah obeyedAbraham, calling him lord,whose children younoware

if you do well and are not put in fear by any terror.
7 You husbands, in the same way, live with your wives according to

knowledge, giving honor to thewomanas to theweaker vessel, as also being
joint heirs of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded, compassionate, loving as brothers,
tenderhearted, courteous,

† 2:21 TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 2:22 Isaiah 53:9 ‡ 2:24 or, stripes § 2:25 “Overseer”
is from the Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which canmean overseer, curator, guardian, or superintendent.
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9 not rendering evil for evil or insult for insult; but instead blessing,
knowing that you were called to this, that youmay inherit a blessing.

10For,
“Hewhowould love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit.
11Let him turn away from evil and do good.

Let him seek peace and pursue it.
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears open to their prayer;
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”✡

13Nowwhowill harm you if you become imitators of that which is good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed.

“Don’t fear what they fear, neither be troubled.”✡
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. Always be ready to give an

answer to everyone who asks you a reason concerning the hope that is in
you, with humility and fear,

16 having a good conscience. Thus, while you are spoken against as
evildoers, they may be disappointed who curse your good way of life in
Christ.

17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, that you suffer for doing what is right
than for doing evil.

18Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrigh-
teous, that he might bring you to God, being put to death in the flesh, but
made alive in the Spirit,

19 in whom he also went and preached to the spirits in prison,
20who before were disobedient when God waited patiently in the days of

Noahwhile the shipwasbeingbuilt. In it, few, that is, eight souls,were saved
through water.

21This is a symbol of baptism,which now saves you—not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God—
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

22who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, angels and
authorities and powers beingmade subject to him.

4
1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also

with the same mind; for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from
sin,

2 that you no longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh for the
lusts of men, but for the will of God.

3 For we have spent enough of our past time doing the desire of the
Gentiles, and having walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken binges, orgies,
carousings, and abominable idolatries.

4They think it is strange that you don’t runwith them into the same excess
of riot, speaking evil of you.

5 They will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the
dead.
✡ 3:12 Psalms 34:12-16 ✡ 3:14 Isaiah 8:12
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6 For to this end the Good News was preached even to the dead, that they
might be judged indeed as men in the flesh, but live as to God in the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is near. Therefore be of sound mind, self-
controlled, and sober in prayer.

8And above all things be earnest in your love among yourselves, for love
covers a multitude of sins.

9Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.
10 As each has received a gift, employ it in serving one another, as good

managers of the grace of God in its various forms.
11 If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God. If anyone

serves, let it be as of the strength which God supplies, that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, don’t be astonished at the fiery trial which has come upon you
to test you, as though a strange thing happened to you.

13But because you are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, that at the
revelation of his glory you also may rejoice with exceeding joy.

14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. On their part he is blasphemed, but
on your part he is glorified.

15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or a
meddler in other men’s matters.

16But if one of you suffers for being a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God in this matter.

17For the time has come for judgment to beginwith the household of God.
If it begins first with us, what will happen to those who don’t obey the Good
News of God?

18 “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will happen to the
ungodly and the sinner?”✡

19Therefore let them also who suffer according to the will of God in doing
good entrust their souls to him, as to a faithful Creator.

5
1Therefore I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness

of the sufferings of Christ, and who will also share in the glory that will be
revealed:

2 shepherd the flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversight,
not under compulsion, but voluntarily; not for dishonest gain, butwillingly;

3 not as lording it over those entrusted to you, but making yourselves
examples to the flock.

4When the chief Shepherd is revealed, youwill receive the crown of glory
that doesn’t fade away.

5Likewise, you younger ones, be subject to the elder. Yes, all of you clothe
yourselves with humility and subject yourselves to one another; for “God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”✡

6Humble yourselves therefore under themighty hand ofGod, that hemay
exalt you in due time,

7 casting all your worries on him, because he cares for you.

✡ 4:18 Proverbs 11:31 ✡ 5:5 Proverbs 3:34
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8 Be sober and self-controlled. Be watchful. Your adversary, the devil,
walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom hemay devour.

9Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing that your brothers who
are in the world are undergoing the same sufferings.

10Butmay theGodof all grace,who called you tohis eternal glorybyChrist
Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, strengthen,
and settle you.

11To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
12Through Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I consider him, I havewritten

to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in
which you stand.

13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, greets you. So does
Mark, my son.

14Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace be to all of you who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,* to those who have

obtained a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord,

3 seeing that his divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and virtue,

4 by which he has granted to us his precious and exceedingly great
promises; that through these you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust.

5Yes, and for this very causeaddingonyourpart all diligence, in your faith
supply moral excellence; and inmoral excellence, knowledge;

6and in knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, perseverance; and in
perseverance, godliness;

7and in godliness, brotherly affection; and in brotherly affection, love.
8For if these things are yours and abound, theymake you to not be idle or

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 For he who lacks these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having

forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.
10Therefore, brothers,† bemore diligent tomake your calling and election

sure. For if you do these things, you will never stumble.
11 For thus you will be richly supplied with the entrance into the eternal

Kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
12 Therefore I will not be negligent to remind you of these things, though

you know them and are established in the present truth.
13 I think it right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding

you,
14 knowing that the putting off of my tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord

Jesus Christ made clear to me.
15 Yes, I will make every effort that you may always be able to remember

these things even after my departure.
16 For we didn’t follow cunningly devised fables when we made known

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewit-
nesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father honor and glory when the voice
came to him from theMajestic Glory, “This ismy beloved Son, inwhom I am
well pleased.”✡

18Weheard this voice come out of heavenwhenwewere with him on the
holy mountain.

19Wehave themore surewordof prophecy; andyoudowell that youheed
it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star arises in your hearts,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:17 Matthew 17:5;
Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35
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20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpre-
tation.

21 For no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke, beingmoved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1But false prophets also arose among thepeople, as false teacherswill also

be among you, whowill secretly bring in destructive heresies, denying even
theMaster who bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruction.

2Many will follow their immoral* ways, and as a result, the way of the
truth will be maligned.

3 In covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words: whose
sentence now from of old doesn’t linger, and their destruction will not
slumber.

4 For if God didn’t spare angels when they sinned, but cast them down
to Tartarus,† and committed them to pits of darkness to be reserved for
judgment;

5 and didn’t spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah with seven
others, a preacher of righteousness, when he brought a flood on the world
of the ungodly,

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned
them to destruction, havingmade theman example to thosewhowould live
in an ungodly way,

7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was very distressed by the lustful life
of the wicked

8 (for that righteous man dwelling among them was tormented in his
righteous soul from day to day with seeing and hearing lawless deeds),

9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation and to
keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,

10 but chiefly those who walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement and
despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignitaries,

11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, don’t bring a
slanderous judgment against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as unreasoning creatures, born natural animals to be taken
and destroyed, speaking evil in matters about which they are ignorant, will
in their destroying surely be destroyed,

13 receiving the wages of unrighteousness; people who count it pleasure
to revel in the daytime, spots and defects, reveling in their deceit while they
feast with you;

14 having eyes full of adultery, and who can’t cease from sin, enticing
unsettled souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children!

15 Forsaking the right way, they went astray, having followed the way of
Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of wrongdoing;

16 but he was rebuked for his own disobedience. A speechless donkey
spoke with aman’s voice and stopped themadness of the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds driven by a storm, for whom the
blackness of darkness has been reserved forever.

* 2:2 TR reads “destructive” instead of “immoral” † 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell
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18For, utteringgreat swellingwordsof emptiness, theyentice in the lustsof
the flesh, by licentiousness, those who are indeed escaping from those who
live in error;

19 promising them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants of
corruption; for a man is brought into bondage by whoever overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilement of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in
it and overcome, the last state has becomeworse for them than the first.

21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righ-
teousness, than after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them.

22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb, “The dog
turns to his own vomit again,”✡ and “the sow that has washed to wallowing
in themire.”

3
1This is now, beloved, the second letter that I have written to you; and in

both of them I stir up your sincere mind by reminding you
2 that you should remember the words which were spoken before by the

holy prophets and the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and
Savior,

3knowing this first, that in the last days mockers will come, walking after
their own lusts

4 and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For, from the day that
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation.”

5For theywillfully forget that therewereheavens fromofold, andanearth
formed out of water and amid water by the word of God,

6 by which means the world that existed then, being overflowed with
water, perished.

7 But the heavens that exist now and the earth, by the same word have
been stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men.

8But don’t forget this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some count slowness;
but he is patient with us, not wishing that anyone should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavenswill pass awaywithagreatnoise, and theelementswill bedissolved
with fervent heat; and the earth and the works that are in it will be burned
up.

11Therefore, since all these thingswill be destroyed like this, what kind of
people ought you to be in holy living and godliness,

12 looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which
will cause the burning heavens to be dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat?

13But, according to his promise,we look for newheavens andanewearth,
in which righteousness dwells.

✡ 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look for these things, be diligent to
be found in peace, without defect and blameless in his sight.

15 Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you,

16 as also in all of his letters, speaking in them of these things. In those,
there are some things that are hard to understand, which the ignorant
and unsettled twist, as they also do to the other Scriptures, to their own
destruction.

17You therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware, lest
being carried away with the error of the wicked, you fall from your own
steadfastness.

18Butgrowin thegraceandknowledgeofourLordandSavior JesusChrist.
To him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
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John’s First Letter
1 That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that

which we have seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and our hands
touched, concerning theWord of life

2 (and the life was revealed, and we have seen, and testify, and declare to
you the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was revealed to
us);

3 that whichwe have seen and heardwe declare to you, that you alsomay
have fellowshipwith us. Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father andwith
his Son, Jesus Christ.*

4Andwewrite these things to you, that our joymay be fulfilled.
5This is themessagewhichwehaveheard fromhimandannounce to you,

that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowshipwith him andwalk in the darkness, we

lie and don’t tell the truth.
7 But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not

in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us the sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say thatwe haven’t sinned, wemake him a liar, and hisword is not

in us.

2
1 My little children, I write these things to you so that you may not sin.

If anyone sins, we have a Counselor* with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
righteous.

2Andhe is the atoning sacrifice† for our sins, andnot for ours only, but also
for the whole world.

3This is howwe know that we know him: if we keep his commandments.
4One who says, “I know him,” and doesn’t keep his commandments, is a

liar, and the truth isn’t in him.
5 But God’s love has most certainly been perfected in whoever keeps his

word. This is howwe know that we are in him:
6 he who says he remains in him ought himself also to walk just like he

walked.
7 Brothers, I write no new commandment to you, but an old command-

mentwhichyouhad from thebeginning. Theold commandment is theword
which you heard from the beginning.

8Again, I write a new commandment to you, which is true in him and in
you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light already shines.

9Hewhosayshe is in the light andhateshis brother is in thedarkness even
until now.
* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, and Comforter. † 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or themeans of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath
because of our sin.
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10He who loves his brother remains in the light, and there is no occasion
for stumbling in him.

11 But he who hates his brother is in the darkness, and walks in the
darkness, and doesn’t know where he is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his
name’s sake.

13 Iwrite toyou, fathers, becauseyouknowhimwho is fromthebeginning.
I write to you, youngmen, because you have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, little children, because you know the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the

beginning.
I havewritten to you, youngmen, because you are strong, and theword of

God remains in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
15Don’t love the world or the things that are in the world. If anyone loves

the world, the Father’s love isn’t in him.
16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and

the pride of life—isn’t the Father’s, but is the world’s.
17 The world is passing away with its lusts, but he who does God’s will

remains forever.
18 Little children, these are the end times, and as you heard that the

Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen. By this we
know that it is the final hour.

19 They went out from us, but they didn’t belong to us; for if they had
belonged to us, they would have continued with us. But they left, that they
might be revealed that none of them belong to us.

20You have an anointing from theHoly One, and you all have knowledge.‡
21 I have notwritten to you because you don’t know the truth, but because

you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.
22Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the

Antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.
23Whoever denies the Son doesn’t have the Father. He who confesses the

Son has the Father also.§
24Therefore, as for you, let that remain in you which you heard from the

beginning. If that which you heard from the beginning remains in you, you
also will remain in the Son, and in the Father.

25This is the promise which he promised us, the eternal life.
26These things I havewritten to you concerning thosewhowould leadyou

astray.
27As for you, the anointing which you received from him remains in you,

and youdon’t need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you
concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it taught you, you
will remain in him.

28Now, little children, remain in him, that when he appears, wemay have
boldness and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyonewho practices
righteousness has been born of him.

‡ 2:20 Or, “knowwhat is true”, or, “know all things” § 2:23 MT omits: He who confesses the Son
has the Father also.
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3
1 See how great a love the Father has given to us, that we should be called

children of God! For this cause the world doesn’t know us, because it didn’t
know him.

2Beloved, nowwe are children of God. It is not yet revealed what we will
be; but we know that when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will
see him just as he is.

3 Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himself, even as he is
pure.

4Everyone who sins also commits lawlessness. Sin is lawlessness.
5Youknow that hewas revealed to take awayour sins, andno sin is inhim.
6Whoever remains in him doesn’t sin. Whoever sins hasn’t seen him and

doesn’t know him.
7Little children, let no one lead you astray. He who does righteousness is

righteous, even as he is righteous.
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the

beginning. To this end the Son of God was revealed: that he might destroy
the works of the devil.

9Whoever is born of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed remains in
him, and he can’t sin, because he is born of God.

10 In this the children of God are revealed, and the children of the devil.
Whoever doesn’t do righteousness is not of God, neither is he who doesn’t
love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another—

12unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and killed his brother. Why did he
kill him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s righteous.

13Don’t be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.
14Weknow thatwe have passed out of death into life, becausewe love the

brothers. He who doesn’t love his brother remains in death.
15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no

murderer has eternal life remaining in him.
16By thiswe know love, because he laid downhis life for us. Andwe ought

to lay down our lives for the brothers.
17 But whoever has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, then

closes his heart of compassion against him, how does God’s love remain in
him?

18My little children, let’s not love inwordonly, orwith the tongueonly, but
in deed and truth.

19And by this we know that we are of the truth and persuade our hearts
before him,

20 because if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
knows all things.

21Beloved, if our hearts don’t condemn us, we have boldness toward God;
22 so whatever we ask, we receive from him, because we keep his com-

mandments and do the things that are pleasing in his sight.
23This is his commandment, thatwe shouldbelieve in thenameof his Son,

Jesus Christ, and love one another, even as he commanded.
24He who keeps his commandments remains in him, and he in him. By

this we know that he remains in us, by the Spirit which he gave us.
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4
1Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are

of God, becausemany false prophets have gone out into the world.
2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit who confesses that Jesus

Christ has come in the flesh is of God,
3 and every spirit who doesn’t confess that Jesus Christ has come in the

flesh is not of God; and this is the spirit of the Antichrist, of whom you have
heard that it comes. Now it is in the world already.

4You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because greater
is he who is in you than he who is in the world.

5They are of the world. Therefore they speak of the world, and the world
hears them.

6We are of God. He who knows God listens to us. He who is not of God
doesn’t listen to us. By thiswe know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

7Beloved, let’s loveoneanother, for love is ofGod; andeveryonewho loves
has been born of God and knows God.

8Hewho doesn’t love doesn’t know God, for God is love.
9 By this God’s love was revealed in us, that God has sent his only born*

Son into the world that wemight live through him.
10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his

Son as the atoning sacrifice† for our sins.
11Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we also ought to love one another.
12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God remains

in us, and his love has been perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has

given us of his Spirit.
14We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as the Savior

of the world.
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the SonofGod, God remains in him, and

he in God.
16We know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love,

and he who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him.
17 In this, lovehasbeenmadeperfect amongus, thatwemayhaveboldness

in the day of judgment, because as he is, even so we are in this world.
18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has

punishment. He who fears is not made perfect in love.
19We love him,‡ because he first loved us.
20 If a man says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who

doesn’t love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he
has not seen?

21 This commandment we have from him, that he who loves God should
also love his brother.

5
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God. Whoever

loves the Father also loves the child who is born of him.

* 4:9 Thephrase “only born” is from theGreekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only
begotten” or “one and only”. † 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or themeans of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath
because of our sin. ‡ 4:19 NU omits “him”.
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2By this we know that we love the children of God, whenwe love God and
keep his commandments.

3 For this is loving God, that we keep his commandments. His command-
ments are not grievous.

4Forwhatever is born of God overcomes theworld. This is the victory that
has overcome the world: your faith.

5Who is hewhoovercomes theworld, but hewhobelieves that Jesus is the
Son of God?

6This is he who came bywater and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water
only, but with the water and the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because
the Spirit is the truth.

7For there are three who testify:*
8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and the three agree as one.
9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is

God’s testimony which he has testified concerning his Son.
10Hewho believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Hewho

doesn’t believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the
testimony that God has given concerning his Son.

11 The testimony is this: that God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son.

12Hewho has the Son has the life. He who doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t
have the life.

13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may
continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

14This is the boldness which we have toward him, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he listens to us.

15And if we know that he listens to us, whatever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions which we have asked of him.

16 If anyone seeshis brother sinning a sinnot leading todeath, he shall ask,
andGodwill give him life for thosewho sin not leading to death. There is sin
leading to death. I don’t say that he shouldmake a request concerning this.

17All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.
18We know that whoever is born of God doesn’t sin, but he whowas born

of God keeps himself, and the evil one doesn’t touch him.
19We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of

the evil one.
20Weknow that the Son of God has come and has given us an understand-

ing, that we know himwho is true; andwe are in himwho is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

21Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

* 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one. And there are three that testify on earth:”
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John’s Second Letter
1The elder, to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and

not I only, but also all those who know the truth,
2 for the truth’s sake, which remains in us, and it will be with us forever:
3Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from

the Lord Jesus Christ,* the Son of the Father, in truth and love.
4 I rejoice greatly that I have found someof your childrenwalking in truth,

even as we have been commanded by the Father.
5Now I beg you, dear lady, not as though I wrote to you a new command-

ment, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.
6This is love, thatwe shouldwalk according to his commandments. This is

the commandment, even as you heard from the beginning, that you should
walk in it.

7Formanydeceivershavegoneout into theworld, thosewhodon’t confess
that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the Antichrist.

8Watch yourselves, that we don’t lose the things which we have accom-
plished, but that we receive a full reward.

9 Whoever transgresses and doesn’t remain in the teaching of Christ
doesn’t have God. He who remains in the teaching has both the Father and
the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and doesn’t bring this teaching, don’t receive
him into your house, and don’t welcome him,

11 for he whowelcomes him participates in his evil deeds.
12Havingmany things towrite to you, I don’t want to do sowith paper and

ink, but I hope to come to you and to speak face to face, that our joy may be
made full.

13The children of your chosen sister greet you. Amen.

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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John’s Third Letter
1The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I love in truth.
2Beloved, I pray that youmay prosper in all things and be healthy, even as

your soul prospers.
3For I rejoiced greatlywhen brothers came and testified about your truth,

even as you walk in truth.
4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear about my children walking in

truth.
5 Beloved, you do a faithful work in whatever you accomplish for those

who are brothers and strangers.
6They have testified about your love before the assembly. Youwill dowell

to send them forward on their journey in a wayworthy of God,
7because for the sake of the Name they went out, taking nothing from the

Gentiles.
8We therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow workers for

the truth.
9 Iwrote to theassembly, butDiotrephes,who loves tobefirst among them,

doesn’t accept what we say.
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does,

unjustly accusing us with wicked words. Not content with this, he doesn’t
receive the brothers himself, and those who would, he forbids and throws
out of the assembly.

11Beloved, don’t imitate that which is evil, but that which is good. Hewho
does good is of God. He who does evil hasn’t seen God.

12Demetrius has the testimony of all, and of the truth itself; yes, we also
testify, and you know that our testimony is true.

13 I hadmany things towrite to you, but I amunwilling towrite to youwith
ink and pen;

14but I hope to see you soon. Then wewill speak face to face.
Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,* a servant of Jesus Christ,† and brother of James, to those who are

called, sanctified by God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:
2Maymercy, peace, and love bemultiplied to you.
3 Beloved, while I was very eager to write to you about our common

salvation, I was constrained to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

4 For there are certain men who crept in secretly, even those who were
long ago written about for this condemnation: ungodly men, turning the
grace of our God into indecency, and denying our only Master, God, and
Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now I desire to remind you, though you already know this, that the Lord,
having saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those
who didn’t believe.

6 Angels who didn’t keep their first domain, but deserted their own
dwelling place, he has kept in everlasting bonds under darkness for the
judgment of the great day.

7Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, having in the
same way as these given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone
after strange flesh, are shown as an example, suffering the punishment of
eternal fire.

8Yet in the sameway, these also in their dreaming defile the flesh, despise
authority, and slander celestial beings.

9ButMichael, the archangel, when contendingwith the devil and arguing
about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him an abusive condem-
nation, but said, “May the Lord rebuke you!”

10 But these speak evil of whatever things they don’t know. They are
destroyed in these things that they understand naturally, like the creatures
without reason.

11Woe to them! For they went in the way of Cain, and ran riotously in the
error of Balaam for hire, and perished in Korah’s rebellion.

12 These are hidden rocky reefs in your love feasts when they feast with
you, shepherds who without fear feed themselves; clouds without water,
carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up
by the roots;

13wild waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars,
for whom the blackness of darkness has been reserved forever.

14 About these also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,
“Behold,‡ the Lord camewith ten thousands of his holy ones,

15 to execute judgment on all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their
works of ungodliness which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all
the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

16 These are murmurers and complainers, walking after their lusts—
and their mouth speaks proud things—showing respect of persons to gain
advantage.

* 1:1 or, Judah † 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look
at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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17But you, beloved, remember the words which have been spoken before
by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

18 They said to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, walking after
their own ungodly lusts.”

19 These are those who cause divisions and are sensual, not having the
Spirit.

20But you, beloved, keep building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Spirit.

21Keep yourselves in God’s love, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to eternal life.

22On some have compassion, making a distinction,
23and some save, snatching them out of the fire with fear, hating even the

clothing stained by the flesh.
24Now to him who is able to keep them§ from stumbling, and to present

you faultless before the presence of his glory in great joy,
25 to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion

and power, both now and forever. Amen.

§ 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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The Revelation to John
1 This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ,* which God gave him to show to

his servants the things which must happen soon, which he sent and made
known by his angel† to his servant, John,

2who testified to God’s word and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, about
everything that he saw.

3Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy,
and keep the things that are written in it, for the time is near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from God, who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven
Spirits who are before his throne;

5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To himwho loves us, andwashed us from
our sins by his blood—

6 and he made us to be a Kingdom, priests✡ to his God and Father—to him
be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Behold,‡ he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,
including thosewho pierced him. All the tribes of the earthwill mourn over
him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,§” says the Lord God,* “who is and who
was andwho is to come, the Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and partner with you in the oppression, Kingdom,
and perseverance in Christ Jesus, was on the isle that is called Patmos
because of God’sWord and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behindme a loud voice,
like a trumpet

11 saying,† “What you see, write in a book and send to the seven assem-
blies:‡ to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and
to Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that spokewithme. Having turned, I saw seven
golden lamp stands.

13And among the lamp stands was one like a son of man,✡ clothed with a
robe reaching down to his feet, and with a golden sash around his chest.

14Hisheadandhishairwerewhite aswhitewool, like snow. His eyeswere
like a flame of fire.

15His feet were like burnished brass, as if it had been refined in a furnace.
His voice was like the voice of many waters.

16Hehad seven stars inhis righthand. Out ofhismouthproceededa sharp
two-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining at its brightest.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a deadman.
He laid his right hand on me, saying, “Don’t be afraid. I am the first and

the last,

* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:1 or,messenger (here andwherever angel ismentioned)
✡ 1:6 Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 61:6 ‡ 1:7 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:8 TR adds “the Beginning and the End” * 1:8
TR omits “God” † 1:11 TR adds “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” ‡ 1:11
TR adds “which are in Asia” ✡ 1:13 Daniel 7:13
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18and the Living one. I was dead, and behold, I am alive forever and ever.
Amen. I have the keys of Death and of Hades.§

19Write therefore the things which you have seen, and the things which
are, and the things which will happen hereafter.

20Themystery of the seven stars which you saw inmy right hand, and the
sevengolden lamp stands is this: The seven stars are the angels* of the seven
assemblies. The seven lamp stands are seven assemblies.

2
1 “To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in his right hand, he who walks among the

seven golden lamp stands says these things:
2 “I know your works, and your toil and perseverance, and that you can’t

tolerate evil men, and have tested those who call themselves apostles, and
they are not, and found them false.

3You have perseverance and have endured for my name’s sake, and have
* not grownweary.

4But I have this against you, that you left your first love.
5Remember therefore fromwhere you have fallen, and repent and do the

firstworks; orelse I amcoming toyouswiftly, andwillmoveyour lampstand
out of its place, unless you repent.

6But this you have, that you hate theworks of theNicolaitans, which I also
hate.

7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
To himwho overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of my God.

8 “To the angel of the assembly in Smyrna write:
“The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life says these

things:
9“I knowyourworks, oppression, andyourpoverty (but youare rich), and

the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews, and they are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan.

10Don’t be afraid of the things which you are about to suffer. Behold, the
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that youmay be tested; and
you will have oppression for ten days. Be faithful to death, and I will give
you the crown of life.

11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
He who overcomes won’t be harmed by the second death.

12 “To the angel of the assembly in Pergamumwrite:
“Hewho has the sharp two-edged sword says these things:
13 “I know your works and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. You

hold firmly to my name, and didn’t deny my faith in the days of Antipas my
witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

14But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who
hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to throw a stumbling block
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality.

§ 1:18 or, Hell * 1:20 or,messengers (here andwherever angels arementioned) * 2:3 TR adds
“have labored and”
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15 So also you likewise have some who hold to the teaching of the Nicolai-
tans.†

16Repent therefore, or else I amcoming to youquickly and Iwillmakewar
against themwith the sword of mymouth.

17He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
To him who overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna, ‡ and I will
give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one
knows but he who receives it.

18 “To the angel of the assembly in Thyatira write:
“The Son of God, who has his eyes like a flame of fire, and his feet are like

burnished brass, says these things:
19 “I know your works, your love, faith, service, patient endurance, and

that your last works are more than the first.
20But I have this against you, that you tolerate your§woman Jezebel, who

calls herself a prophetess. She teaches and seduces my servants to commit
sexual immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols.

21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual
immorality.

22Behold, I will throw her and those who commit adultery with her into a
bed of great oppression, unless they repent of her works.

23 I will kill her childrenwith Death, and all the assemblies will know that
I am he who searches the minds and hearts. I will give to each one of you
according to your deeds.

24But to you I say, to the rest who are in Thyatira—as many as don’t have
this teaching, who don’t know what some call ‘the deep things of Satan’—to
you I say, I am not putting any other burden on you.

25Nevertheless, hold that which you have firmly until I come.
26Hewho overcomes, and hewho keepsmyworks to the end, to him Iwill

give authority over the nations.
27Hewill rule themwith a rod of iron, shattering them like clay pots,✡ as I

also have received of my Father;
28and I will give him themorning star.
29Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write:
“Hewhohas the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars says these things:
“I know yourworks, that you have a reputation of being alive, but you are

dead.
2Wakeupand strengthen the things that remain,which youwere about to

throw away,* for I have found no works of yours perfected before my God.
3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard. Keep it and

repent. If therefore you won’t watch, I will come as a thief, and you won’t
knowwhat hour I will come upon you.

4 Nevertheless you have a few names in Sardis that didn’t defile their
garments. They will walk withme in white, for they are worthy.
† 2:15 TR reads “which I hate” instead of “likewise” ‡ 2:17 Manna is supernatural food, named
after the Hebrew for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9. § 2:20 TR, NU read “that” instead of “your”
✡ 2:27 Psalms 2:9 * 3:2 NU&TR read “whichwere about to die” instead of “which youwere about
to throw away”.
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5He who overcomes will be arrayed in white garments, and I will in no
way blot his name out of the book of life, and I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels.

6Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
7 “To the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write:
“Hewho is holy, hewho is true, hewhohas the key of David, hewho opens

and no one can shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says these things:
8 “I know your works (behold, I have set before you an open door, which

no one can shut), that you have a little power, and kept my word, and didn’t
denymy name.

9 Behold, I make some of the synagogue of Satan, of those who say they
are Jews, and they are not, but lie—behold, I will make them to come and
worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.

10Because you kept my command to endure, I also will keep you from the
hour of testing which is to come on thewhole world, to test those who dwell
on the earth.

11 I am coming quickly! Hold firmly that which you have, so that no one
takes your crown.

12Hewhoovercomes, Iwillmakehimapillar in the temple ofmyGod, and
he will go out from there no more. I will write on him the name of my God
and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven frommy God, andmy own new name.

13Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
14 “To the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write:
“The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning† of God’s cre-

ation, says these things:
15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were

cold or hot.
16So, because youare lukewarm, andneitherhot nor cold, Iwill vomit you

out of mymouth.
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of

nothing,’ and don’t know that you are the wretched one, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked;

18 I counsel you to buy fromme gold refined by fire, that youmay become
rich; and white garments, that youmay clothe yourself, and that the shame
of your nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes,
that youmay see.

19 As many as I love, I reprove and chasten. Be zealous therefore, and
repent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, then I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he
withme.

21Hewho overcomes, I will give to him to sit downwithme onmy throne,
as I also overcame and sat downwithmy Father on his throne.

22Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.”
4

1After these things I lookedand sawadoor opened inheaven; and thefirst
voice that I heard, like a trumpet speaking with me, was one saying, “Come
up here, and I will show you the things whichmust happen after this.”
† 3:14 or, Source, or Head
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2 Immediately Iwas in the Spirit. Behold, therewas a throne set in heaven,
and one sitting on the throne

3 that looked likea jasper stoneandasardius. Therewasarainbowaround
the throne, like an emerald to look at.

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones. On the thrones were
twenty-four elders sitting, dressed in white garments, with crowns of gold
on their heads.

5Out of the throne proceed lightnings, sounds, and thunders. There were
seven lamps of fire burning before his throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God.

6Before the throne was something like a sea of glass, similar to crystal. In
the middle of the throne, and around the throne were four living creatures
full of eyes before and behind.

7The first creaturewas like a lion, the second creature like a calf, the third
creature had a face like aman, and the fourth was like a flying eagle.

8 The four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of
eyes aroundandwithin. Theyhaveno rest dayandnight, saying, “Holy, holy,
holy* is theLordGod, theAlmighty,whowasandwho is andwho is to come!”

9When the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to him who sits
on the throne, to himwho lives forever and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders fall down before himwho sits on the throne and
worship himwho lives forever and ever, and throw their crowns before the
throne, saying,

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, the Holy One,† to receive the glory,
the honor, and the power, for you created all things, and because of your
desire they existed and were created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of him who sat on the throne, a book written

inside and outside, sealed shut with seven seals.
2 I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to

open the book, and to break its seals?”
3No one in heaven above, or on the earth, or under the earth, was able to

open the book or to look in it.
4 Then I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open the book

or to look in it.
5One of the elders said to me, “Don’t weep. Behold, the Lion who is of the

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome: hewho opens the book and
its seven seals.”

6 I saw in the middle of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in
themiddleof theelders, aLambstanding, as though ithadbeenslain, having
sevenhorns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into
all the earth.

7Then he came, and he took it out of the right hand of himwho sat on the
throne.

8 Now when he had taken the book, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one having a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9They sang a new song, saying,
“You are worthy to take the book
* 4:8 Hodges/Farstad MT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3. † 4:11 TR omits “and God, the Holy
One,”
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and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

and bought us for God with your blood
out of every tribe, language, people, and nation,

10andmade us kings and priests to our God;
and wewill reign on the earth.”

11 I looked, and I heard something like a voice of many angels around the
throne, the living creatures, and the elders. The number of them was ten
thousands of ten thousands, and thousands of thousands,

12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who has been killed to
receive the power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing which is in heaven, on the earth, under
the earth, on the sea, and everything in them, saying, “To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be the blessing, the honor, the glory, and the
dominion, forever and ever! Amen!”*

14The four living creatures said, “Amen!” Then the† elders fell down and
worshiped.‡

6
1 I saw that the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the

four living creatures saying, as with a voice of thunder, “Come and see!”
2 Then a white horse appeared, and he who sat on it had a bow. A crown

was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.
3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature

saying, “Come!”
4Another came out, a red horse. To himwho sat on it was given power to

take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another. There was
given to him a great sword.

5When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying,
“Come and see!” And behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a
balance in his hand.

6 I heard a voice in the middle of the four living creatures saying, “A
choenix*ofwheat for adenarius, and three choenixofbarley for adenarius!
Don’t damage the oil and the wine!”

7Whenheopened the fourth seal, I heard the fourth livingcreature saying,
“Come and see!”

8 And behold, a pale horse, and the name of he who sat on it was Death.
Hades† followedwithhim. Authorityoverone fourthof theearth, tokillwith
the sword,with famine,with death, andby thewild animals of the earthwas
given to him.

9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been killed for theWord of God, and for the testimony of the
Lambwhich they had.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, Master, the holy and
true, until you judgeandavengeourbloodon thosewhodwell on theearth?”
* 5:13 TR omits “Amen!” † 5:14 TR adds “twenty-four” ‡ 5:14 TR adds “the one living forever
and ever” * 6:6 A choenix is a dry volume measure that is a little more than a liter (a little more
than a quart). † 6:8 or, Hell
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11A long white robe was given to each of them. They were told that they
should rest yet for a while, until their fellow servants and their brothers,‡
whowould also be killed even as they were, should complete their course.

12 I sawwhen he opened the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake.
The sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon
became as blood.

13 The stars of the sky fell to the earth, like a fig tree dropping its unripe
figs when it is shaken by a great wind.

14The sky was removed like a scroll when it is rolled up. Every mountain
and island wasmoved out of its place.

15 The kings of the earth, the princes, the commanding officers, the rich,
the strong, and every slave and free person, hid themselves in the caves and
in the rocks of themountains.

16They told themountains and the rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of himwho sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of his wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”
7

1 After this, I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding the fourwinds of the earth, so that nowindwouldblowon the earth,
or on the sea, or on any tree.

2 I saw another angel ascend from the sunrise, having the seal of the living
God. He cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was given to
harm the earth and the sea,

3 saying, “Don’t harm the earth, the sea, or the trees, until we have sealed
the bondservants of our God on their foreheads!”

4 I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred forty-four
thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the children of Israel:
5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed,
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.

9After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which noman
could count, out of every nation and of all tribes, peoples, and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands.

10 They cried with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation be to our God, who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 All the angels were standing around the throne, the elders, and the
four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before his throne, and
worshiped God,
‡ 6:11 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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12 saying, “Amen! Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power,
andmight, be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13One of the elders answered, saying tome, “Thesewho are arrayed in the
white robes, who are they, and where did they come from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you know.”
He said tome, “These are thosewho cameout of the great suffering.* They

washed their robes andmade themwhite in the Lamb’s blood.
15Therefore they arebefore the throneofGod, and they servehimdayand

night inhis temple. Hewho sits on the thronewill spreadhis tabernacle over
them.

16 They will never be hungry or thirsty any more. The sun won’t beat on
them, nor any heat;

17 for the Lamb who is in the middle of the throne shepherds them and
leads them to springs of life-giving waters. And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

8
1When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about

half an hour.
2 I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were

given to them.
3 Another angel came and stood over the altar, having a golden censer.

Much incense was given to him, that he should add it to the prayers of all
the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.

4The smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before
God out of the angel’s hand.

5 The angel took the censer, and he filled it with the fire of the altar, then
threw it on the earth. Thunders, sounds, lightnings, and an earthquake
followed.

6 The seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to
sound.

7 The first sounded, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood,
and they were thrown to the earth. One third of the earth was burned up,*
and one third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned
up.

8The secondangel sounded, and something like a great burningmountain
was thrown into the sea. One third of the sea became blood,

9 and one third of the living creatures which were in the sea died. One
third of the ships were destroyed.

10The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from the sky, burning like
a torch, and it fell on one third of the rivers, and on the springs of water.

11 The name of the star is “Wormwood.” One third of the waters became
wormwood. Many people died from the waters, because they were made
bitter.

12The fourth angel sounded, and one third of the sunwas struck, and one
third of themoon, and one third of the stars, so that one third of themwould
be darkened; and the day wouldn’t shine for one third of it, and the night in
the sameway.

* 7:14 or, oppression * 8:7 TR omits “One third of the earth was burned up”



Revelation 8:13 1986 Revelation 9:19

13 I saw, and I heard an eagle,† flying in mid heaven, saying with a loud
voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to thosewhodwell on the earth, because of the other
blasts of the trumpets of the three angels, who are yet to sound!”

9
1 The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from the sky which had fallen

to the earth. The key to the pit of the abyss was given to him.
2He opened the pit of the abyss, and smokewent up out of the pit, like the

smoke froma*burning furnace. The sunand theairweredarkenedbecause
of the smoke from the pit.

3Then out of the smoke came locusts on the earth, and powerwas given to
them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

4 They were told that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither
anygreen thing, neitherany tree, butonly thosepeoplewhodon’t haveGod’s
seal on their foreheads.

5 They were given power, not to kill them, but to torment them for five
months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a
person.

6 In those days people will seek death, andwill in noway find it. They will
desire to die, and death will flee from them.

7 The shapes of the locusts were like horses prepared for war. On their
headswere something like golden crowns, and their faceswere like people’s
faces.

8They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like those of lions.
9They had breastplates like breastplates of iron. The sound of their wings

was like the sound of many chariots and horses rushing to war.
10They have tails like those of scorpions, with stingers. In their tails they

have power to harmmen for fivemonths.
11Theyhave over themas king the angel of the abyss. His name inHebrew

is “Abaddon”,† but in Greek, he has the name “Apollyon”.‡
12The first woe is past. Behold, there are still two woes coming after this.
13 The sixth angel sounded. I heard a voice from the horns of the golden

altar which is before God,
14saying to the sixth angelwhohad the trumpet, “Free the four angelswho

are bound at the great river Euphrates!”
15 The four angels were freed who had been prepared for that hour and

day andmonth and year, so that theymight kill one third of mankind.
16 The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million.§

I heard the number of them.
17 Thus I saw the horses in the vision and those who sat on them, having

breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the horses’
heads resembled lions’ heads. Out of their mouths proceed fire, smoke, and
sulfur.

18By these three plagues, one third of mankind was killed: by the fire, the
smoke, and the sulfur, which proceeded out of their mouths.

19For the power of the horses is in theirmouths and in their tails. For their
tails are like serpents, and have heads; and with them they harm.
† 8:13 TR reads “angel” instead of “eagle” * 9:2 TR adds “great” † 9:11 “Abaddon” is a Hebrew
word that means “ruin”, “destruction”, or “the place of destruction” ‡ 9:11 “Apollyon” means
“Destroyer”. § 9:16 literally, “ten thousands of ten thousands”
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20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed with these plagues, didn’t
repent of theworks of their hands, that theywouldn’t worship demons, and
the idols of gold, and of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and ofwood, which
can’t see, hear, or walk.

21 They didn’t repent of their murders, their sorceries,* their sexual
immorality, or their thefts.

10
1 I saw amighty angel coming down out of the sky, clothedwith a cloud. A

rainbow was on his head. His face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars
of fire.

2He had in his hand a little open book. He set his right foot on the sea, and
his left on the land.

3 He cried with a loud voice, as a lion roars. When he cried, the seven
thunders uttered their voices.

4When the seven thunders sounded, I was about to write; but I heard a
voice from the sky saying, “Seal up the thingswhich the seven thunders said,
and don’t write them.”

5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his
right hand to the sky

6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and
the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and
the things that are in it, that there will no longer be delay,

7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to
sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as he declared to his servants
the prophets.

8The voicewhich I heard fromheaven, again speakingwithme, said, “Go,
take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea
and on the land.”

9 I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will make your stomach bitter, but in

yourmouth it will be as sweet as honey.”
10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it. It was as sweet

as honey inmymouth. When I had eaten it, my stomach wasmade bitter.
11 They* told me, “You must prophesy again over many peoples, nations,

languages, and kings.”

11
1Areed like a rodwas given tome. Someone said, “Rise andmeasureGod’s

temple, and the altar, and those whoworship in it.
2Leave out the court which is outside of the temple, and don’t measure it,

for it has been given to the nations. They will tread the holy city under foot
for forty-twomonths.

3 I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one
thousand two hundred sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands, standing before
the Lord of the earth.

* 9:21 The word for “sorceries” (pharmakeia) also implies the use of potions, poisons, and drugs
* 10:11 TR reads “He” instead of “They”
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5 If anyone desires to harm them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and
devours their enemies. If anyone desires to harm them, he must be killed
in this way.

6These have the power to shut up the sky, that it may not rain during the
days of their prophecy. They have power over the waters, to turn them into
blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire.

7When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of
the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them, and kill them.

8Their dead bodies will be in the street of the great city, which spiritually
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.

9Fromamong the peoples, tribes, languages, and nations, peoplewill look
at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not allow their dead
bodies to be laid in a tomb.

10 Those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, and they will
be glad. They will give gifts to one another, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the earth.

11After the three and a half days, the breath of life from God entered into
them, and they stood on their feet. Great fear fell on those who saw them.

12 I heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” They
went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.

13 In that day there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.
Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

14The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe comes quickly.
15The seventhangel sounded, andgreat voices inheaven followed, saying,

“The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ. He will reign forever and ever!”

16 The twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God’s throne,
fell on their faces and worshiped God,

17saying: “Wegive you thanks, LordGod, theAlmighty, the onewho is and
whowas,* because you have taken your great power and reigned.

18 The nations were angry, and your wrath came, as did the time for the
dead tobe judged, and to giveyourbondservants theprophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints and those who fear your name, to the small and the
great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

19 God’s temple that is in heaven was opened, and the ark of the Lord’s
covenant was seen in his temple. Lightnings, sounds, thunders, an earth-
quake, and great hail followed.

12
1A great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the

moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
2 She was with child. She cried out in pain, laboring to give birth.
3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Behold, a great red dragon, having

seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven crowns.
4His tail drewone third of the stars of the sky, and threw them to the earth.

The dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that
when she gave birth hemight devour her child.

* 11:17 TR adds “andwho is coming”
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5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a
rod of iron. Her child was caught up to God and to his throne.

6The woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by
God, that there theymay nourish her one thousand two hundred sixty days.

7 There was war in the sky. Michael and his angels made war on the
dragon. The dragon and his angels made war.

8They didn’t prevail. No place was found for them anymore in heaven.
9The great dragonwas thrown down, the old serpent, hewho is called the

devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. He was thrown down to
the earth, and his angels were thrown downwith him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, the power,
and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ has come; for
theaccuserofourbrothershasbeen throwndown,whoaccuses thembefore
our God day and night.

11 They overcame him because of the Lamb’s blood, and because of the
word of their testimony. They didn’t love their life, even to death.

12Therefore rejoice, heavens, andyouwhodwell in them. Woe to theearth
and to the sea, because the devil has gone down to you, having great wrath,
knowing that he has but a short time.”

13 When the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he
persecuted the womanwho gave birth to themale child.

14Twowings of the great eaglewere given to thewoman, that shemightfly
into the wilderness to her place, so that she might be nourished for a time,
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

15The serpent spewedwater out of hismouth after thewoman like a river,
that hemight cause her to be carried away by the stream.

16 The earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed up the river which the dragon spewed out of his mouth.

17 The dragon grew angry with the woman, and went away to make war
with the rest of her offspring,* who keep God’s commandments and hold
Jesus’ testimony.

13
1 Then I stood* on the sand of the sea. I saw a beast coming up out of the

sea, having ten horns and seven heads. On his horns were ten crowns, and
on his heads, blasphemous names.

2The beastwhich I sawwas like a leopard, and his feetwere like those of a
bear, and hismouth like themouth of a lion. The dragon gave himhis power,
his throne, and great authority.

3Oneof his heads looked like it hadbeenwounded fatally. His fatalwound
was healed, and the whole earthmarveled at the beast.

4 They worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast;
and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to
make war with him?”

5Amouth speaking great things andblasphemywas given to him. Author-
ity to make war for forty-twomonths was given to him.

6Heopenedhismouth forblasphemyagainstGod, toblasphemehisname,
his dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven.

* 12:17 or, seed * 13:1 NU reads he stood
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7 It was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them.
Authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation was given to him.

8All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has
not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the
Lambwho has been killed.

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.
10 If anyone is to go into captivity, he will go into captivity. If anyone is to

be killed with the sword, he must be killed.† Here is the endurance and the
faith of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming up out of the earth. He had two horns like a
lamb and it spoke like a dragon.

12Heexercises all the authority of thefirst beast in his presence. Hemakes
the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal
woundwas healed.

13He performs great signs, even making fire come down out of the sky to
the earth in the sight of people.

14Hedeceivesmyown‡peoplewhodwell on the earthbecause of the signs
he was granted to do in front of the beast, saying to those who dwell on the
earth that they shouldmakean image to thebeastwhohad the swordwound
and lived.

15 Itwasgiven tohimtogivebreath to the imageof thebeast, that the image
of the beast should both speak, and cause as many as wouldn’t worship the
image of the beast to be killed.

16He causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the free
and the slave, to be givenmarks on their right hands or on their foreheads;

17 and that no one would be able to buy or to sell unless he has that mark,
which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.

18 Here is wisdom. He who has understanding, let him calculate the
numberof thebeast, for it is thenumberofaman. Hisnumber is sixhundred
sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a

number, one hundred forty-four thousand, having his name and the name
of his Father written on their foreheads.

2 I heard a sound from heaven like the sound of many waters and like the
sound of a great thunder. The sound which I heard was like that of harpists
playing on their harps.

3 They sing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the one
hundred forty-four thousand, those who had been redeemed out of the
earth.

4 These are those who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins.
These are those who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These were
redeemed by Jesus from amongmen, the first fruits to God and to the Lamb.

5 In their mouth was found no lie, for they are blameless.*

† 13:10 TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyone will kill with the
sword, he must be killed with a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go into captivity, he will go into
captivity. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, he must be killed.” ‡ 13:14 NU omits “my own”
* 14:5 TR adds “before the throne of God”
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6 I saw an angel flying in mid heaven, having an eternal Good News to
proclaim to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language,
and people.

7He saidwith a loud voice, “Fear the Lord, and give himglory, for the hour
ofhis judgmenthas come. Worshiphimwhomade theheaven, the earth, the
sea, and the springs of waters!”

8Another, a second angel, followed, saying, “Babylon the great has fallen,
whichhasmadeall thenations todrinkof thewineof thewrathofher sexual
immorality.”

9 Another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a great voice, “If
anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his
forehead or on his hand,

10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is prepared
unmixed in the cup of his anger. He will be tormented with fire and sulfur
in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

11 The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever. They have no
rest day andnight, thosewhoworship the beast andhis image, andwhoever
receives themark of his name.

12Here is the perseverance of the saints, those who keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on.’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that theymay rest from their labors, for theirworks
followwith them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white cloud, and on the cloud one sitting like a son
of man,✡ having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

15Another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him
who sat on the cloud, “Send your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has
come; for the harvest of the earth is ripe!”

16Hewho sat on the cloud thrust his sickle on the earth, and the earthwas
reaped.

17Another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven. He also had a
sharp sickle.

18Another angel came out from the altar, hewho has power over fire, and
he called with a great voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Send
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for the
earth’s grapes are fully ripe!”

19The angel thrust his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vintage of the
earth and threw it into the great wine press of the wrath of God.

20 The wine press was trodden outside of the city, and blood came out of
the wine press, up to the bridles of the horses, as far as one thousand six
hundred stadia.†

15
1 I saw another great and marvelous sign in the sky: seven angels having

the seven last plagues, for in them God’s wrath is finished.

✡ 14:14 Daniel 7:13 † 14:20 1600 stadia = 296 kilometers or 184miles
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2 I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who
overcame the beast, his image,* and the number of his name, standing on
the sea of glass, having harps of God.

3 They sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying,
“Great andmarvelous are your works, Lord God, the Almighty!

Righteous and true are your ways, you King of the nations.
4Whowouldn’t fear you, Lord,

and glorify your name?
For you only are holy.

For all the nations will come andworship before you.
For your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5 After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven was opened.

6The sevenangelswhohad the sevenplagues cameout, clothedwithpure,
bright linen, and wearing golden sashes around their chests.

7 One of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden
bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.

8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his
power. No one was able to enter into the temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels would be finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the temple, saying to the seven angels, “Go and

pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God on the earth!”
2 The first went, and poured out his bowl into the earth, and it became a

harmful and painful sore on the people who had the mark of the beast, and
whoworshiped his image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood
as of a deadman. Every living thing in the sea died.

4 The third poured out his bowl into the rivers and springs of water, and
they became blood.

5 I heard the angel of the waters saying, “You are righteous, who are and
whowere, O Holy One, because you have judged these things.

6For they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and youhave given
them blood to drink. They deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous
are your judgments.”

8 The fourth poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was given to him to
scorchmenwith fire.

9Peoplewere scorchedwith great heat, and people blasphemed the name
of God who has the power over these plagues. They didn’t repent and give
him glory.

10Thefifthpouredouthisbowlon the throneof thebeast, andhis kingdom
was darkened. They gnawed their tongues because of the pain,

11and theyblasphemed theGodof heavenbecause of their pains and their
sores. They still didn’t repent of their works.

* 15:2 TR adds “his mark,”
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12The sixthpouredouthis bowl on the great river, theEuphrates. Itswater
was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings that come from
the sunrise.*

13 I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits,
something like frogs;

14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the whole inhabited earth, to gather them together for the war of
that great day of God the Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his
clothes, so that he doesn’t walk naked, and they see his shame.”

16 He gathered them together into the place which is called in Hebrew,
“Harmagedon”.

17 The seventh poured out his bowl into the air. A loud voice came out of
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!”

18 There were lightnings, sounds, and thunders; and there was a great
earthquake such as has not happened since thereweremenon the earth—so
great an earthquake and somighty.

19The great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. Babylon the greatwas remembered in the sight of God, to give to her the
cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.

20Every island fled away, and themountains were not found.
21Great hailstones, about theweight of a talent,† camedownout of the sky

on people. People blasphemedGod because of the plague of the hail, for this
plague was exceedingly severe.

17
1One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with

me, saying, “Come here. I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute
who sits onmanywaters,

2with whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality. Those
who dwell in the earth were made drunken with the wine of her sexual
immorality.”

3He carriedme away in the Spirit into awilderness. I sawawoman sitting
on a scarlet-colored beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads
and ten horns.

4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the impurities of the sexual immorality of the earth.

5 And on her forehead a name was written, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH.”

6 I saw thewomandrunkenwith the blood of the saints andwith the blood
of themartyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered with great amazement.

7The angel said tome, “Why do youwonder? I will tell you themystery of
the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and
the ten horns.

8The beast that you sawwas, and is not; and is about to come up out of the
abyss and to go into destruction. Those who dwell on the earth and whose

* 16:12 or, east † 16:21 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the
world will marvel when they see that the beast was, and is not, and shall be
present.*

9Here is themind that haswisdom. The seven heads are sevenmountains
on which the woman sits.

10They are seven kings. Five have fallen, the one is, and the other has not
yet come. When he comes, hemust continue a little while.

11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is of the
seven; and he goes to destruction.

12The tenhorns that you saware tenkingswhohave receivednokingdom
as yet, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.

13 These have one mind, and they give their power and authority to the
beast.

14Thesewill war against the Lamb, and the Lambwill overcome them, for
he is Lord of lords and King of kings; and thosewho arewith him are called,
chosen, and faithful.”

15He said tome, “Thewaters which you saw, where the prostitute sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages.

16The tenhornswhich you saw, they and the beastwill hate the prostitute,
will make her desolate, will strip her naked, will eat her flesh, andwill burn
her utterly with fire.

17 For God has put in their hearts to do what he has in mind, to be of one
mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should
be accomplished.

18Thewomanwhom you saw is the great city which reigns over the kings
of the earth.”

18
1 After these things, I saw another angel coming down out of the sky,

having great authority. The earth was illuminated with his glory.
2He cried with amighty voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,

and shehas becomeahabitation of demons, a prison of everyunclean spirit,
and a prison of every unclean and hated bird!

3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her sexual
immorality, the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality with her,
and themerchants of theearthgrewrich fromtheabundanceofher luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people,
that you have no participation in her sins, and that you don’t receive of her
plagues,

5 for her sins have reached to the sky, and God has remembered her
iniquities.

6Return to her just as she returned, and repay her double as she did, and
according to her works. In the cup which shemixed, mix to her double.

7Howevermuch she glorified herself and grewwanton, somuch give her
of torment and mourning. For she says in her heart, ‘I sit a queen, and am
nowidow, and will in no way seemourning.’

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will come: death, mourning, and
famine; and she will be utterly burned with fire, for the Lord God who has
judged her is strong.

* 17:8 TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be present”
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9 The kings of the earth who committed sexual immorality and lived
wantonlywith herwill weep andwail over her, when they look at the smoke
of her burning,

10 standing far away for the fear of her torment, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the
great city, Babylon, the strong city! For your judgmenthas come inonehour.’

11 The merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, for no one buys
their merchandise anymore:

12merchandise of gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple,
silk, scarlet, all expensive wood, every vessel of ivory, every vessel made of
most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, andmarble;

13 and cinnamon, incense, perfume, frankincense, wine, olive oil, fine
flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, and people’s bodies and souls.

14The fruits which your soul lusted after have been lost to you. All things
that were dainty and sumptuous have perished from you, and you will find
them nomore at all.

15 The merchants of these things, who were made rich by her, will stand
far away for the fear of her torment, weeping andmourning,

16 saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city, she who was dressed in fine linen,
purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls!

17For in an hour such great riches are made desolate.’ Every ship master,
and everyonewho sails anywhere, andmariners, and asmany as gain their
living by sea, stood far away,

18 and cried out as they looked at the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What
is like the great city?’

19They cast dust on their heads, and cried,weeping andmourning, saying,
‘Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had their ships in the sea were
made rich by reason of her great wealth!’ For she is made desolate in one
hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, you saints, apostles, and prophets, for God
has judged your judgment on her.”

21Amighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and cast it into the
sea, saying, “Thuswithviolencewill Babylon, thegreat city, be throwndown,
and will be found nomore at all.

22 The voice of harpists, minstrels, flute players, and trumpeters will be
heard no more at all in you. No craftsman of whatever craft will be found
any more at all in you. The sound of a mill will be heard no more at all in
you.

23 The light of a lamp will shine no more at all in you. The voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride will be heard no more at all in you, for
your merchants were the princes of the earth; for with your sorcery all the
nations were deceived.

24 Inherwas found thebloodof prophets andof saints, andof allwhohave
been slain on the earth.”

19
1After these things I heard something like a loudvoice of a greatmultitude

in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation, power, and glory belong to our
God;

2 for his judgments are true and righteous. For he has judged the great
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality, and he has
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.”
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3A second said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke goes up forever and ever.”
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and

worshiped Godwho sits on the throne, saying, “Amen! Hallelujah!”
5A voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you his

servants, you who fear him, the small and the great!”
6 I heard something like the voice of a great multitude, and like the voice

of many waters, and like the voice of mighty thunders, saying, “Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns!

7Let’s rejoice and be exceedingly glad, and let’s give the glory to him. For
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his wife has made herself ready.”

8 Itwas given to her that shewould arrayherself in bright, pure, fine linen,
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

9He said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding
supper of the Lamb.’ ” He said to me, “These are true words of God.”

10 I fell down before his feet to worship him. He said to me, “Look! Don’t
do it! I am a fellow bondservant with you and with your brothers who hold
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit
of Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on
it is called Faithful and True. In righteousness he judges andmakes war.

12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has
names written and a namewritten which no one knows but he himself.

13He is clothed in a garment sprinkledwith blood. His name is called “The
Word of God.”

14 The armies which are in heaven, clothed in white, pure, fine linen,
followed him onwhite horses.

15Out of his mouth proceeds a sharp, double-edged sword that with it he
should strike the nations. Hewill rule themwith an iron rod.✡ He treads the
wine press of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty.

16Hehas onhis garment andonhis thigh anamewritten, “KINGOFKINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the sun. He cried with a loud voice, saying
to all the birds that fly in the sky, “Come! Be gathered together to the great
supper of God,*

18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the
flesh of all men, both free and slave, small and great.”

19 I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together tomakewar against himwho sat on thehorse and against his army.

20 The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who worked the
signs in his sight, with which he deceived those who had received the mark
of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were thrown
alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

21 The rest were killed with the sword of him who sat on the horse, the
sword which came out of his mouth. So all the birds were filled with their
flesh.

✡ 19:15 Psalms 2:9 * 19:17 TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of God”
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20
1 I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the abyss

and a great chain in his hand.
2He seized the dragon, the old serpent, who is the devil and Satan, who

deceives the whole inhabited earth,* and bound him for a thousand years,
3 and cast him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, that he

should deceive the nations nomore until the thousand years were finished.
After this, he must be freed for a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. I
saw the souls of thosewhohadbeenbeheaded for the testimonyof Jesus and
for theword of God, and such as didn’t worship the beast nor his image, and
didn’t receive themark on their forehead and on their hand. They lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 The rest of the dead didn’t live until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection.

6Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over these,
the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ,
and will reign with him one thousand years.

7And after the thousand years, Satan will be released from his prison
8and hewill come out to deceive the nationswhich are in the four corners

of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to the war, whose
number is as the sand of the sea.

9 They went up over the width of the earth and surrounded the camp of
the saints and the beloved city. Fire came down out of heaven fromGod and
devoured them.

10Thedevilwhodeceived themwas thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur,
where the beast and the false prophet are also. They will be tormented day
and night forever and ever.

11 I saw a great white throne and him who sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away. There was found no place for them.

12 I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and
they opened books. Another book was opened, which is the book of life.
The dead were judged out of the things which were written in the books,
according to their works.

13The sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and Hades† gave up the
deadwhowere in them. Theywere judged, each one according to hisworks.

14Death and Hades‡ were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire.

15 If anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the
lake of fire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first

earth have passed away, and the sea is nomore.
2 I saw theholy city, New Jerusalem, comingdownout of heaven fromGod,

prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.
3 I heard a loud voice out of heaven saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling iswith

people; and he will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God.
* 20:2 TR and NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”. † 20:13 or, Hell ‡ 20:14 or,
Hell



Revelation 21:4 1998 Revelation 21:22

4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
neither will there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more. The first
things have passed away.”

5Hewho sits on the throne said, “Behold, I ammaking all things new.” He
said, “Write, for these words of God are faithful and true.”

6Hesaid tome, “I am theAlphaand theOmega, theBeginning and theEnd.
I will give freely to himwho is thirsty from the spring of the water of life.

7Hewho overcomes, I will give him these things. I will be his God, and he
will be my son.

8 But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners,* abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers,† idolaters, and all liars, their part is in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

9Oneof the sevenangelswhohad the sevenbowlswhichwere loadedwith
the seven last plagues came, andhe spokewithme, saying, “Comehere. Iwill
show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

10 He carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showedme the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

11having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal;

12having a great and high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, andnameswrittenon them,whichare thenamesof the twelve tribes
of the children of Israel.

13On the east were three gates, and on the north three gates, and on the
south three gates, and on the west three gates.

14Thewall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names
of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb.

15Hewho spoke with me had for a measure a golden reed to measure the
city, its gates, and its walls.

16The city is square. Its length is as great as itswidth. Hemeasured the city
with the reed: twelve thousand twelve stadia.‡ Its length, width, and height
are equal.

17 Its wall is one hundred forty-four cubits,§ by themeasure of aman, that
is, of an angel.

18The construction of its wall was jasper. The citywas pure gold, like pure
glass.

19 The foundations of the city’s wall were adorned with all kinds of
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire;* the
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald,

20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth
beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst.

21The twelve gates were twelve pearls. Each one of the gates wasmade of
one pearl. The street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple.

* 21:8 TR and NU omit “sinners” † 21:8 The word for “sorcerers” here also includes users of
potions and drugs. ‡ 21:16 12,012 stadia = 2,221 kilometers or 1,380 miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia
instead of 12,012 stadia. § 21:17 144 cubits is about 65.8 meters or 216 feet * 21:19 or, lapis
lazuli
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23 The city has no need for the sun or moon to shine, for the very glory of
God illuminated it and its lamp is the Lamb.

24The nations will walk in its light. The kings of the earth bring the glory
and honor of the nations into it.

25 Its gates will in no way be shut by day (for there will be no night there),
26and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it so that

theymay enter.
27 There will in no way enter into it anything profane, or one who causes

an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

22
1He showedme a* river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of

the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2 in the middle of its street. On this side of the river and on that was the

tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruits, yielding its fruit everymonth. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

3Therewill be no curse anymore. The throne of God and of the Lambwill
be in it, and his servants will serve him.

4They will see his face, and his namewill be on their foreheads.
5 There will be no night, and they need no lamp light or sun light; for the

Lord Godwill illuminate them. They will reign forever and ever.
6He said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord God of the

spirits of the prophets sent his angel to show to his bondservants the things
whichmust happen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8Now I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard
and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who had shown
me these things.

9He said tome, “Youmust not do that! I ama fellowbondservantwith you
andwith your brothers, the prophets, andwith thosewho keep thewords of
this book. Worship God.”

10He said tome, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time is at hand.

11He who acts unjustly, let him act unjustly still. He who is filthy, let him
be filthy still. He who is righteous, let him do righteousness still. He who is
holy, let him be holy still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward iswithme, to repay to eachman
according to his work.

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End.

14Blessed are those who do his commandments,† that they may have the
right to the tree of life, andmay enter in by the gates into the city.

15Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murder-
ers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify these things to you for the
assemblies. I am the root and the offspring of David, the Bright andMorning
Star.”
* 22:1 TR adds “pure” † 22:14 NU reads “wash their robes” instead of “do his commandments”.



Revelation 22:17 2000 Revelation 22:21

17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Hewhohears, let him say, “Come!”
Hewho is thirsty, let him come. Hewho desires, let him take thewater of life
freely.

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:
if anyone adds to them, Godwill add to him the plagueswhich arewritten in
this book.

19 If anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
will take away his part from the tree‡ of life, and out of the holy city, which
are written in this book.

20Hewho testifies these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints. Amen.

‡ 22:19 TR reads “Book” instead of “tree”
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World English Bible Glossary
The following words used in the World English Bible (WEB) are not very

common, either because they refer to ancient weights, measures, ormoney,
or because they are in someway unique to the Bible.
Abaddon Abaddon is Hebrew for destruction.
AbbaAbba is a Chaldeeword for father, used in a respectful, affectionate,
and familiar way, like papa, dad, or daddy. Often used in prayer to refer
to our Father in Heaven.

adultery Adultery is having sexual intercourse with someone besides
your own husband or wife. In the Bible, the only legitimate sexual
intercourse is between a man and a woman who are married to each
other.

alpha Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used
to mean the beginning or the first.

amen Amenmeans “So be it” or “I believe it is certainly so.”
angel “Angel” literallymeans “messenger” or “envoy,” and is usually used
to refer to spiritual beingswhonormally are invisible to us, but can also
appear as exceedingly strong creatures or as humans.

Apollyon Apollyon is Greek for destroyer.
apostle “Apostle” means a delegate, messenger, or one sent forth with
orders. This term is applied in the New Testament in both a general
sense connected with a ministry of establishing and strengthening
church fellowships, as well as in a specific sense to “The 12 Apostles
of the Lamb” (Revelation 21:14). The former category applies to a
specific ministry that continues in the Church (Ephesians 4:11-13) and
which includesmanymore than 12 people, while the latter refers to the
apostles named in Matthew 10:2-4, except with Judas Iscariot replaced
byMatthias (Acts 1:26).

Armageddon See Har-magedon.
assarion An assarion is a small Roman copper coin worth one tenth of a
drachma, or about an hour’s wages for an agricultural laborer.

aureusAnaureus is aRomangoldcoin,worth25silverdenarii. Anaureus
weighed from 115 to 126.3 grains (7.45 to 8.18 grams).

baptize Baptize means to immerse in, or wash with something, usually
water. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, fire, the Body of Christ, and suffering
are also mentioned in the New Testament, along with baptism in water.
Baptism is not just to cleanse the body, but as an outward sign of
an inward spiritual cleansing and commitment. Baptism is a sign of
repentance, as practiced by John the Baptizer, and of faith in Jesus
Christ, as practiced by Jesus’ disciples.

bath A bath is a liquid measure of about 22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or 4.8
imperial gallons.

batos A batos is a liquid measure of about 39.5 liters, 10.4 U. S. gallons, or
8.7 imperial gallons.

Beelzebul literally, lord of the flies. A name used for the devil.
Beersheba Beersheba is Hebrew for “well of the oath” or “well of the
seven.” A city in Israel.

behold Look! See! Wow! Notice this! Lo!
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cherubAcherub is akindof angelwithwings andhands that is associated
with the throne room of God and guardian duty. See Ezekiel 10.

cherubim Cherubimmeansmore than one cherub or amighty cherub.
choenix A choenix is a dry volume measure that is a little more than a
liter (which is a littlemore than a quart). A choenixwas the daily ration
of grain for a soldier in some armies.

concubine a womanwho is united to aman for the purpose of providing
him with sexual pleasure and children, but not being honored as a
full partner in marriage; a second-class wife. In Old Testament times
(and in some places now), it was the custom of middle-eastern kings,
chiefs, and wealthy men to marry multiple wives and concubines, but
God commanded the Kings of Israel not to do so (Deuteronomy 17:17)
and Jesus encouraged people to either remain single or marry as God
originally intended: onemanmarried to onewoman (Matthew 19:3-12;
1 Corinthians 7:1-13).

cor A cor is a dry measure of about 391 liters, 103 U. S. gallons, or 86
imperial gallons.

corban Corban is a Hebrewword for an offering devoted to God.
crucify Crucify means to execute someone by nailing them to a cross
with metal spikes. Their hands are stretched out on the crossbeam
with spikes driven through their wrists or hands. Their feet or ankles
are attached to a cross with a metal spike. The weight of the victim’s
body tends to force the air out of his lungs. To rise up to breathe, the
victim has to put weight on the wounds, and use a lot of strength. The
victim is nailed to the cross while the cross is on the ground, then the
cross is raised up and dropped into a hole, thus jarring the wounds.
Before crucifixion, the victim was usually whipped with a Roman cat
of nine tails, which had bits of glass and metal tied to its ends. This
caused chunks of flesh to be removed and open wounds to be placed
against the raw wood of the cross. The victim was made to carry the
heavy crossbeam of his cross from the place of judgment to the place
of crucifixion, but often was physically unable after the scourging, so
another person would be pressed into involuntary service to carry the
cross for him. Roman crucifixion was generally done totally naked to
maximize both shame and discomfort. Eventually, the pain, weakness,
dehydration, and exhaustion of the muscles needed to breathe make
breathing impossible, and the victim suffocates.

cubit A cubit is a unit of linear measure, from the elbow to the tip of the
longest finger of aman. This unit is commonly converted to 0.46meters
or 18 inches, although that varies with height of the man doing the
measurement. There is also a “long” cubit that is longer than a regular
cubit by a handbreadth. (Ezekiel 43:13)

cummin Cummin is an aromatic seed from Cuminum cyminum, resem-
bling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is used as a spice.

darnel Darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or Lolium
temulentum) that looks very much like wheat until it is mature, when
the seeds reveal a great difference. Darnel seeds aren’t good for much
except as chicken feed or to burn to prevent the spread of this weed.

denariidenarii: plural formofdenarius, a silverRomancoinworthabout
a day’s wages for a laborer.
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denariusAdenarius is a silver Roman coinworth about a day’swages for
anagricultural laborer. Adenariuswasworth1/25thofaRomanaureus.

devil The word “devil” comes from the Greek “diabolos,” which means
“one prone to slander; a liar.” “Devil” is used to refer to a fallen angel,
also called “Satan,” who works to steal, kill, destroy, and do evil. The
devil’s doom is certain, and it is only amatter of timebeforehe is thrown
into the Lake of Fire, never to escape.

didrachma A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas, about
as much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days wages. It was commonly
used to pay the half-shekel temple tax.

disciple a student who follows a teacher to learn both by precept and
example.

distaff part of a spinning wheel used for twisting threads.
drachma A drachma is a Greek silver coin worth about one Roman
denarius, or about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.

El-Elohe-IsraelEl-Elohe-Israelmeans “God, theGodof Israel”or “TheGod
of Israel is mighty.”

ephahAnephah is ameasure of volumeof about 22 liters, 5.8U. S. gallons,
4.8 imperial gallons, or a bit more than half a bushel.

Gehenna Gehenna is one word used for Hell. It comes from the Hebrew
Gey-Hinnom, literally “valley of Hinnom.” This word originated as the
name for a place south of the old city of Jerusalem where the city’s
rubbish was burned. At one time, live babies were thrown crying into
the fire under the arms of the idol, Moloch, to die there. This place
was so despised by the people after the righteous King Josiah abolished
this hideous practice that it was made into a garbage heap. Bodies
of diseased animals and executed criminals were thrown there and
burned.

gittithGittith is amusical termpossiblymeaning “an instrumentofGath.”
goad a sharp, pointedproddingdevice used tomotivate reluctant animals
(such as oxen andmules) to move in the right direction.

gospel Gospel means “good news” or “glad tidings,” specifically the Good
News of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection for our salvation, healing,
and provision; and the hope of eternal life that Jesus made available to
us by God’s grace.

Hades Hades: The nether realm of the disembodied spirits. Also known
as “hell.” See also “Sheol”.

Har-magedon Har-magedon, also called Armegeddon, is most likely a
reference to hill (“har”) of Megiddo, near the Carmel Range in Israel.
This area has a large valley plain with plenty of room for armies to
maneuver.

hin A hin is a measure of volume of about about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
homer One homer is about 220 liters, 6.2 U. S. bushels, 6.1 imperial
bushels, 58 U. S. gallons, or 48.4 imperial gallons.

hypocrite a stage actor; someonewhopretends to be someone other than
who they really are; a pretender; a dissembler

Ishmael Ishmael is the son of Abraham and Hagar. Ishmael literally
means, “God hears.”

Jehovah See “Yahweh.”
Jesus “Jesus” is Greek for the Hebrew name “Yeshua,” which is a short
version of “Yehoshua,” which comes from “Yoshia,” which means “He
will save.”
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kodrantes A kodrantes is a small coin worth one half of an Attic chalcus
or two lepta. It is worth less than 2%of a day’swages for an agricultural
laborer.

lepta Lepta are very small, brass, Jewish coins worth half a Roman
quadrans each, which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta
are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages.

leviathan Leviathan is a poetic name for a large aquatic creature, possi-
bly a crocodile or a dinosaur.

mahalathMahalath is the name of a tune or amusical term.
mannaName for the food thatGodmiraculouslyprovided to the Israelites
while they were wandering in the wilderness between Egypt and the
promised land. From Hebrew man-hu (What is that?) or manan (to
allot). See Exodus 16:14-35.

marriage the union of a husband and a wife for the purpose of cohab-
itation, procreation, and to enjoy each other’s company. God’s plan
for marriage is between one man and one woman (Mark 10:6-9; 1
Corinthians 7). Although there aremany cases of amanmarryingmore
than one woman in the Old Testament, being married to one wife is a
requirement to serve in certain church leadership positions (1 Timothy
3:2,12; Titus 1:5-6).

maschil Maschil is a musical and literary term for “contemplation” or
“meditative psalm.”

michtam Amichtam is a poem.
mina A mina is a Greek coin worth 100 Greek drachmas (or 100 Roman
denarii), or about 100 day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.

myrrh Myrrh is the fragrant substance that oozes out of the stems and
branches of the low, shrubby tree commiphoramyrrha or commiphora
kataf native to the Arabian deserts and parts of Africa. The fragrant
gum drops to the ground and hardens into an oily yellowish-brown
resin. Myrrh was highly valued as a perfume, and as an ingredient in
medicinal and ceremonial ointments.

Nicolaitans Nicolaitans were most likely Gnostics who taught the de-
testable lie that the physical and spiritual realmswere entirely separate
and that immorality in the physical realmwouldn’t harm your spiritual
health.

omegaOmega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used
to mean the last or the end.

Peniel Peniel is Hebrew for “face of God.”
phylactery a leather container for holding a small scroll containing
important Scripture passages that is worn on the arm or forehead in
prayer. These phylacteries (tefillin inHebrew) are still usedbyorthodox
Jewishmen. See Deuteronomy 6:8.

Praetorium Praetorium: the Roman governor’s residence and office
building, and those whowork there.

quadrans A quadrans is a Roman coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A
denarius is about one day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.

rabbiRabbi is a transliteration of theHebrewword for “my teacher,”used
as a title of respect for Jewish teachers.

RahabRahab is either (1)Theprostitutewhohid Joshua’s2 spies in Jericho
(Joshua 2,6) and later became an ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and an
example of faith (Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25); or (2) Literally, “pride” or
“arrogance” —possibly a reference to a large aquatic creature (Job 9:13;
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26:12; Isaiah51:9) or symbolically referring toEgypt (Psalms87:4; 89:10;
Isaiah 30:7).

repent to change one’smind; turn away from sin and turn towardGod; to
abhor one’s past sins and determine to follow God.

Rhabboni Rhabboni: a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great
teacher.”

Sabbath The seventh day of the week, set aside by God for man to rest.
saints The Greek word for “saints” literally means “holy ones.” Saints
are people set apart for service to God as holy and separate, living in
righteousness. Used in the Bible to refer to all Christians and to all of
those whoworship Yahweh in Old Testament times.

SamaritanA Samaritan is a resident of Samaria. The Samaritans and the
Jews generally detested each other during the time that Jesus walked
among us.

sanctify To declare or set apart something as holy. To purify and separate
a person from sin.

sata A sata is a dry measure of capacity approximately equal to 13 liters
or 1.5 pecks.

Satan Satanmeans “accuser.” This is one name for the devil, an enemy of
God and God’s people.

scribeA scribe is onewho copies God’s law. Theywere often respected as
teachers and authorities on God’s law.

selah Selah is amusical term indicating apause or instrumental interlude
for reflection.

seraphim Seraphim are 6-winged angels. See Isaiah 6:2-6.
sexual immorality The term “sexual immorality” in the New Testament
comes from the Greek “porneia,” which refers to any sexual activity
besides that between a husband and his wife. In other words, pros-
titution (male or female), bestiality, homosexual activity, any sexual
intercourse outside of marriage, and the production and consumption
of pornography all are included in this term.

shekel A measure of weight, and when referring to that weight in gold,
silver, or brass, of money. A shekel is approximately 16 grams, about a
half an ounce, or 20 gerahs (Ezekiel 45:12).

Sheol Sheol is the place of the dead. See also “Hades”.
Shibah Shibah is Hebrew for “oath” or “seven.” See Beersheba.
shigionoth Victorious music.
soul “Soul” refers to the emotions and intellect of a living person, as well
as that person’s very life. It is distinguished in the Bible from a person’s
spirit and body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12)

spanAspan is the length fromthe tipofaman’s thumbto the tipofhis little
finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or
22.8 cm.)

spirit Spirit, breath, and wind all derive from the same Hebrew and
Greek words. A person’s spirit is the very essence of that person’s life,
which comes from God, who is a Spirit being (John 4:24, Genesis 1:2;
2:7). The Bible distinguishes between a person’s spirit, soul, and body
(1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12). Some beings may exist as spirits
without necessarily having a visible body, such as angels and demons
(Luke 9:39, 1 John 4:1-3).
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stadia Stadia is plural for “stadion,” a linear measure of about 184.9
meters or 606.6 feet (the length of the race course at Olympia).

stater A stater is a Greek silver coin equivalent to four Attic or two
Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just exactly enough to cover
the half-shekel Temple Tax for two people.

tabernacle a dwelling place or place of worship, usually a tent.
talent Ameasure of weight or mass of 3000 shekels.
Tartarus Tartarus is the Greek name for an underworld for the wicked
dead; another name for Gehenna or Hell.

teraphim Teraphim are household idols that may have been associated
with inheritance rights to the household property.

Yah “Yah” is a shortened form of “Yahweh,” which is God’s proper name.
This form is used occasionally in the Old Testament, mostly in the
Psalms. See “Yahweh.”

Yahweh “Yahweh” is God’s proper name. In Hebrew, the four consonants
roughly equivalent to YHWHwere considered tooholy to pronounce, so
the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai) was substituted when reading it
aloud. When vowel points were added to the Hebrew Old Testament,
the vowel points for “Adonai” were mixed with the consonants for
“Yahweh,” which if you pronounced it literally as written, would be
pronounced “Yehovah” or “Jehovah.” When the Old Testament was
translated toGreek, the tradition of substituting “Lord” forGod’s proper
name continued in the translation of God’s name to “Lord” (Kurios).
Some English Bibles translate God’s proper name to “LORD” or “GOD”
(usually with small capital letters), based on that same tradition. This
can get really confusing, since twootherwords (“Adonai” and “Elohim”)
translate to “Lord” and “God,” and they are sometimes used together.
The ASV of 1901 (and some other translations) render YHWH as “Je-
hovah.” The most probable pronunciation of God’s proper name is
“Yahweh.” In Hebrew, the name “Yahweh” is related to the active
declaration “I AM.” See Exodus 3:13-14. SinceHebrewhas no tenses, the
declaration “I AM” can also be interpreted as “I WAS” and “I WILL BE.”
Compare Revelation 1:8.

Zion Zion is a name which originally referred one of the mountains of
Jerusalem. It became a term synonymous with Jerusalem itself. The
term “Heavenly Zion” is also used to refer the future dwelling place of
God’s people.
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